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CRESTON — On Sat-
urday, Aug. 3, the Rochelle 
Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolu-
tion (DAR) dedicated a 
commemorative bench at 
the Creston Opera House 
honoring the upcoming 
250th anniversary of the 
adoption of the Declaration 
of Independence.

The event featured re-
marks by Rochelle Chapter 
Regent Debby Katzman 
and DAR State Regent 
Christina Bannon, the 
Pledge of Allegiance led 
by Ben Hayes of Boy Scout 
Troop 64, the National An-
them by retired U.S. Army 
Sgt. Peter DeWispelaere, a 
prayer and benediction by 
Chaplain Judy Schermer-
horn, and presentation of 
Quilts of Valor to four local 
veterans.

See BENCH page 11

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

MT. MORRIS — The 
new Mt. Morris Firehouse 
is now scheduled to be-
gin construction in spring 
2025, a Mt. Morris Fire 
Protection District press 
release on Aug. 1 said. 

Originally the project 
timeline had the district 
breaking ground for the 
new facility in the spring of 
2024. The project is being 
sourced with federal, state 
and local funds. A “signifi-
cant” source of funding is a 
$1 million dollar Congres-
sionally Directed

Spending Grant that the 
district was awarded in 
2022. The district was told 
it would see its first grant 
payment in summer of 
2023, and that did not occur. 
Through engagement with 
the district and its federal 
legislators, the district was 
able to secure its first pay-
ment in June 2024. 

“Now that the federal 
obligation is in place, the 

New Mt. Morris Firehouse to break ground in spring 2025
Funding issue causes delay, construction documents being finalized

(COURTESY PHOTO)
The new Mt. Morris Firehouse is now scheduled to begin construction in spring 2025, a Mt. Morris Fire 
Protection District press release on Aug. 1 said. 

district is moving forward 
full steam,” the press re-
lease said. “The district 
has recently contracted 
architectural and engineer 
services for the final stages 
of the planning. Final con-
struction documents will 
be done in late fall 2024. 
The project will then be 
placed out for bid. The 
district is confident with the 

hurdles now removed that 
construction will begin in 
the spring of 2025.”

On Aug. 15 of last year, 
the district completed the 
purchase of land for the 
new firehouse site. The 
land is comprised of four 
parcels located in the 10 
block of South McKendrie 
Avenue. The site includ-
ed to the north, the two 

previous hardware store 
buildings and the house 
on the corner of Main & 
McKendrie. To the south, 
it included the house on 
the corner of Front Street 
& McKendrie Avenue and 
the house immediately to 
the west. Those structures 
were demolished for the 
project.

The site was chosen due 

to proximity to the district’s 
service area and access 
to utilities such as water, 
sanitary sewer, storm sewer 
and fiber optic lines. 

After the new facility 
is in operation, the dis-
trict’s century-old firehouse 
will be put up for sale. 
The project has seen 
community support and 
donations in recent years.

DAR dedicates bench at Creston Opera House 
in honor of nation’s 250th anniversary
‘Please take a moment to ponder just how blessed we are as Americans’

On Saturday, Aug. 3, the Rochelle Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) dedicated a 
commemorative bench at the Creston Opera House honoring the upcoming 250th anniversary of the 
adoption of the Declaration of Independence.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Community Hos-
pital recently added a new 
full-time nurse practi-
tioner, Chenin Congrave 
Rude, to its Convenient 
Care department, which 
treats patients of all ages 
for minor illnesses and in-
juries with no appointment 
necessary. 

Congrave Rude has 
been an NP for several 
years and will offer care 
along with other part-time 
NPs and RCH Convenient 
Care staff. The department 
is open Monday-Friday 
11-7 p.m. and Saturdays 
9-5 p.m. and closed Sun-
days and holidays.

“When she came to us 
we were very excited to 
have her,” RCH Manager 
of Outpatient Services 
Tracey Busby said. “She 
fit right in with our orga-
nization and works really 
well with the team. She’s 
been really well-received 
by patients. We had a need 
here in convenient care that 
she filled. We’re always 
welcoming nurse practi-
tioners but we wanted to try 
having one full-time NP so 

the community would have 
a familiar face when they 
came in. Chenin is here four 
days a week and that adds 
comfort to the community 
and people can come in 
and see the same person.”

RCH has run into some 
issues in the past with hours 
Convenient Care was able 
to be open due to staffing, 
but is now in “a good 
place”, Busby said, and 
conversations have been 
had about expanding hours 
during busier times like flu 
season. 

The need for RCH’s 
Convenient Care depart-
ment has grown “expo-
nentially” recently, Busby 
said, due to the community 
coming out of the pandem-
ic, primary care physicians 
having less availability, and 
people not having primary 
care physicians. 

RCH’s Emergency 
Department has seen in-
creased need as well, 
and Convenient Care has 
helped to ease that burden 
on the ED with being able 
to see patients that don’t 
need the higher level of 
care.

“We’re kind of in the 
middle,” Busby said of 
Convenient Care. “We help 

RCH Convenient Care adds new nurse practitioner
Outpatient Services Manager: ‘Our need for convenient care has grown exponentially’

Rochelle Community Hospital recently added a new full-time nurse practitioner, Chenin Congrave Rude, to its 
Convenient Care department, which treats patients of all ages for minor illnesses and injuries with no 
appointment necessary. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

family healthcare because 
they have a lot of patients 
that need to be seen by their 
primary care physicians 
and if they can’t and it’s 
just an illness-type thing, 
as well as taking the bur-
den off the ED with easier 

patients that just want to 
be seen.”

RCH Convenient Care 
sees a “pretty large” con-
tingency of people that 
don’t have a primary care 
doctor due to factors like 
insurance limitations, 

along with the City of 
Rochelle being a hub for 
truck drivers and contract 
construction workers that 
are too far away from their 
typical physicians.

Busby detailed the ser-
vices that Convenient Care 

offers for the community.
“I’d like people to know 

that Convenient Care is 
for all those illnesses and 
injuries that are minor in 
nature,” Busby said. 

See RCH page 10

R O C H E L L E  — 
Northern Rehab Physi-
cal Therapy Specialists 
recently held a Food & 
School Supplies Drive to 
benefit area food pantries. 
Numerous bags and bins 
of non-perishable foods 
and school supplies were 
recently delivered to Ro-
chelle Christian Food 
Pantry.

Northern Rehab Physi-
cal Therapist Aaron Nevdal 
recently delivered the do-
nations to Jennie O’Rorke 
of Rochelle Christian Food 
Pantry. Northern Rehab 
extends its gratitude to 
our community members 
that generously donated 
well-needed items during 
the drive.

Northern Rehab Phys-
ical Therapy Specialists, 
voted Ogle County’s Best 
Physical Therapist for five 
consecutive years, is a 
physical therapist owned 
and operated physical ther-

Northern Rehab delivers donations 
to Rochelle Christian Food Pantry

apy practice dedicated to 
providing clients with the 
very best one-on-one cus-
tomized care and has built a 
solid reputation and strong 
relationships within the 

communities they serve. 
For more information, 
please call 815.562.3299, 
visit northernrehabpt.com, 
and follow Northern Rehab 
on all social platforms.

OGLE COUNTY — 
Tri-County Opportunities 
Council announced the 
recipients of the CSBG 
Scholarship Awards for 
the 2024-2025 school 
year.

Kaylee Dowda, Rashi-

da Martin, and Jadah 
Shipley from Bureau 
County; Susan Sanchez 
from Carroll County; 
Jazzmyn Deford and So-
phia Pantoja from LaSalle 
County; Janda Hicks and 
Collin Tran-Howland 

from Lee County; Alexis 
Murphy and Hazel Nieves 
from Ogle County; and 
Katie Hutchison and 
Tasha Selden from Wh-
iteside County are the 
2024-2025 scholarship 
winners. 

Tri-County Opportunities Council 
2024 Scholarship winners named

Pictured left to right: Hazel Nieves, Collin Tran-Howland, Alexis Murphy, Kaylee 
Dowda, Katie Hutchison and Tasha Selden.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Northern Rehab Physical Therapy Specialists recently 
held a Food & School Supplies Drive to benefit area 
food pantries. Numerous bags and bins of non-per-
ishable foods and school supplies were recently de-
livered to Rochelle Christian Food Pantry.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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SPECIALIZING IN:

•Porcelain/Fiberglass 
Refinishing/Repair
• Fiberglass Floor 
Replacement tub/shower
• 6-year warranty
• 24-hour dry time
• In business since 1998

A TUB ABOVE THE RESTA TUB ABOVE THE REST
BILL CHANCE | 815-247-8686

www.porcelainspecialists.com

Ogle County and Surrounding Area
Porcelain Specialist

*You could refinish a tub almost 5 times over for the 
cost to replace. And what you already have in your 
home is probably better quality than new.
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Ogle County Sheriff’s Office holds National Night Out event
On Aug. 6, the Ogle County Sheriff’s Office hosted National Night Out 2024 in Byron. Deputies were presented with the Distinguished Service Award and Lt. Jason 

Ketter was awarded the Sheriff’s Medal of Valor. The Sheriff’s Office thanked the businesses that sponsored the awards: Ralfies BBQ, Headon’s, Hicks Quarters, Auto 
Hub, Woods Equipment, Etnyre, Mission BBQ, Moose Knuckle, Quick Phone Repair and Lost Nation Golf Course. “We would also like to thank the Byron Fire 

Department, Byron Police Department, Ogle County Probation, Kona Ice, and all the men and women who worked hard to make this event possible,” a Sheriff’s Office 
Facebook post said.  (Courtesy photos)

OREGON  — The 
Antique Tractor and Im-
plement Show was one 
of the opening events 
at the 2024 Ogle Coun-
ty Fair! Some 24 vintage 
Antique tractors were 
exhibited at the fair.  To 
the delight of young and 
older alike, a tractor drive 
was featured each day at 
the fair!

Awards were presented 
based on ballots cast by the 
exhibitors:

Best of Show and 
first  place  went  to  Carl 
Morris of Mt. Morris with 

his 1955 Oliver Model 
Super 88.

Second place was 
awarded to Kevin John-
son of Rochelle with 
his 1947 Allis Chalmers 
Model WC.

Third place was award-
ed to Joe Eden of Byron 
with his 1965 Model 110 
John Deere Lawn tractor.

Each participant in 
the show who exhibit-
ed a tractor received a 
D a s h  P l a q u e  w i t h 
the Ogle County Fair in-
signia in recognition of 
their participation

Awards presented at Ogle 
County Fair Tractor Show

OREGON — Ogle 
County 2024 4-H fair 
foods decorating winners 
were recently named.

They include Top of 
Class Food Decorating, 
Beginning - Tessa Bruns, 

Carefree 4-H Club (Ore-
gon). Top of Class Food 
Decorating, Intermediate 
- Elizabeth Kennedy, 
Hub Hickory Nuts 4-H 
Club (Rochelle). Grand 
Champion Food Deco-

Ogle County 2024 4-H fair foods decorating, quality meats winners named
rating Exhibit - Elizabeth 
Kennedy, Hub Hickory 
Nuts 4-H Club (Ro-
chelle). Reserve Grand 
Champion Food Dec-
orating Exhibit - Tessa 
Bruns, Carefree 4-H Club 

(Oregon).

Quality Meats
Ogle County 4-H Fair 

Quality Meats winners 
were recently announced.

The winners include 

Champion Beef Carcass 
- Katelyn Adams, Ogle 
Jolly 4-H Club (Still-
man Valley). Reserve 
Champion Beef Carcass - 
Brooke Allen, Leaf River 
Busy Beavers 4-H Club. 

Champion Pork Carcass - 
Levi Eden, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Oregon). Reserve 
Champion Pork Carcass 
- Gwendolyn Hall, Ogle 
Jolly 4-H Club (Stillman 
Valley).
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Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784
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Bar Mon-Thur 4 - 8PM & Fri 4 - 9PM
Kitchen Mon, Wed, Thur 4-7PM & Fri 4-8PM

Kitchen closed Tue.

VFW EVENTS 
Monday Lighting @ 5:30pm

Wednesday Bingo @ 5:30pm
Thursday Trivia Night @ 6:30pm

Fridays @ 7pm 1st Fridays, Karaoke, Live music  
(different Fridays)

Every Friday our Fish, Chicken, Shrimp Dinners

We do Carry Outs

Try out the hot slots every weekday!
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VFW Post #8739
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-6851
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BYRON – Beverly 
Elaine Colloton, age 80, 
passed away peacefully 
at Serenity Hospice and 
Home, on August 5, 2024. 
She was born on May 8, 
1944 in Ashton the daugh-
ter of Leroy and Marguerite 
(Ehmen) Eich. She grew up 
in Ashton and graduated 
from Ashton High School. 
Beverly married the love of 
her life, Kenneth Colloton 
on November 17, 1963. 
She was someone who 
lived life to the fullest. She 
really enjoyed camping 
with her family and friends 
at their property in Wiscon-
sin. Beverly loved her life 
on the farm, riding tractors, 
visiting with family and 
friends. She was an animal 
lover and loved cardinals. 
In her spare time; she liked 
to play cards at the West 
Field Community Center 
where she once served as 
president. She will be re-

membered for her vibrant 
spirit, sparkly clothes, 
amazing purse collection, 
and always having candy 
jars ready for the grand-
kids. She was a loving 
and devoted wife, mother, 
grandmother, and great 
grandmother who always 
made time to make sure 
her family felt loved and 
cared for. She is preceded 
in death by her parents. She 
is survived and missed by 
her husband of 60 years, 
Kenneth of Byron; sons, 
Jeff (Debbie) Colloton of 
Leaf River and Brian (Juli) 
Orfordville, WI; grandchil-
dren, Andrew (Katelyn) 
Colloton of Rockford, Jes-
sica Colloton of Baraboo, 
WI, Becky (Ben) Miller 
of German Valley, and 
Thomas (Emilee Struebin) 
Colloton of Janesville, 
WI; great granddaughter, 
Gracelynn; and brothers, 
Roger Eich and Ronald 

Eich. Visitation will be 
held from 5:00 – 7:00 PM 
on Thursday August 8, 
2024 at Farrell Holland 
Gale Funeral Home in 
Byron. Funeral services 
will be held at 11:00 AM 
on Friday August 9, 2024 
at Farrell Holland Gale 
Funeral Home in Byron 
with Pastor Willie Little 
officiating. Memorials are 
established from Serenity 
Hospice and Home in 
Oregon, IL. To leave an 
online condolence please 
visit www.farrellholland-
gale.com

WINNEBAGO – War-
ren Iver Freedlund, age 89, 
went to his heavenly home 
on August 5, 2024. He was 
born on June 2, 1935 in Be-
loit, WI the son of Iver and 
Helen (Falk) Freedlund. 
He graduated from Win-
nebago High School Class 
of 1953. He then served 
his country in the United 
States Army, after which 
he and his brother Dennis 
began dairy farming. He 
married the love of his life, 
Judy Hoffmann, on March 
30, 1963, and they built a 
beautiful life together over 
the next 61 years. He was 
a man of strong faith and 
an active member of Faith 
Center in Rockford, where 
he served as an usher for 
many years. He was also 
a devoted member of the 
Gideons International. In 
his spare time, he enjoyed 
woodworking and gar-

dening. He is preceded in 
death by his parents and 
brother, Lee. He is sur-
vived and missed by his 
wife, Judy of Winnebago; 
children, Cathy (Allan) 
Levandowski of Win-
nebago and Robert (Isa-
bel) Freedlund of Byron; 
brothers, Dennis (Sandy) 
Freedlund of Winnebago 
and Michael (Loretta) 
Freedlund of Winneba-
go; sister-in-law, Donna 
Freedlund of Stockton; 
grandchildren, Benjamin 
Levandowski, Abby (fi-
ancé Tim Fine) Levand-
owski, Anna Freedlund, 
Andrew Freedlund, Alex 
Freedlund, Donya (Ray) 
Sweeney, and Desi (Jesse) 
Warnke and numerous 
others who affectionately 
called him grandpa; 6 
great grandchildren, and 
many special nieces and 
nephews. Visitation will 

be held from 4:00 – 7:00 
PM on Thursday, August 
8, 2024 at Faith Center in 
Rockford. A funeral ser-
vice will be held at 11:00 
AM on Friday, August 9, 
2024 at Faith Center in 
Rockford. Burial will be 
held at 2:30 PM at Mid-
dle Creek Cemetery on 
Friday. Memorials are es-
tablished for the Gideons 
International or Rockford 
Rescue Mission. To leave 
an online condolence, 
please visit www.farrell-
hollandgale.com

MILLEDGEVILLE 
— Mary Lou Meier, age 
58, passed away at home 
with her family by her side 
on August 3, 2024.  Mary 
Lou was born on October 
12, 1965, in Rockford, IL, 
the daughter of Curtis and 
Lorraine (Allen) Krueger.  
She graduated from Mt. 
Morris High School, class 
of 1983.  Mary Lou married 
Gary E. Meier on August 
26, 2010 in St. Lucia.

Mary Lou worked at 
Halo Branded Solutions in 
Sterling, IL for 24 years.  
She was known as Lulu 
to all the grandkids and 
spending time with them 
was one of her great joys.  
Mary Lou loved to travel 
and snowmobile and fell 
in love with the Keweenaw 
in Northern Michigan.  She 
was an avid bird watcher 
and will miss her daily 
visits from the cardinals 
at her feeder.  She loved 
working in her gardens 
and was an avid reader of 

Danielle Steel.
Mary Lou is survived 

by her husband: Gary, son: 
Andrew (Chelsea) Raum, 
Wilmington, NC, daugh-
ter: Jaime Raum, Oregon, 
IL, stepson: Christopher 
(Amber) Meier, Milled-
geville, IL, stepdaughter: 
Brittany (Jeremy) Haas, Le-
Claire, IA; 8 grandchildren: 
Makayla Meier, Jase Meier, 
Alexa Haas, Leah Haas, 
Ian Haas, Linkin Cheever, 
Layke Hogeboom, and 
River Hogeboom, broth-
ers: Jeffrey (Malinda) 
Krueger, Royalton, IL, 
David Krueger, James 
(Risa) Krueger, Byron, IL, 
sister in law: Tena Krueger, 
Egan, IL, mother in law: 
Inez Meier, Chadwick, IL, 
brothers & sisters in law: 
Mike (Dawn) Johnson, 
Chadwick, IL, Tom (Judy) 
Weber, Lanark, IL, and 
many nieces and nephews.

Mary Lou is prede-
ceased by her parents, 
brother: Dennis Krueger, 

niece: Rachel Dishman, 
and father in law: Edward 
Meier.

A Memorial service will 
be held on Saturday August 
10, 2024 at 11:00 A.M. in 
Finch Funeral Home, 405 
East Hitt, Mt. Morris, IL.  
A visitation will be held 
on Saturday August 10, 
2024 from 9:30 A.M. until 
service time.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials can be made to the 
Copper Country Humane 
Society, PO Box 453, 
Houghton, MI 49931 and/
or Keweenaw Snowmobile 
Club, PO Box 87, Calumet, 
MI 49913. 

POLO — Mr. Lyle 
Reap, 77, of Polo, passed 
away after his battle with 
Agent Orange Cancer 
on Sunday, August 4, 
2024. The son of Ted & 
Hazel Reap, Lyle was 
born in Morrison on July 
14, 1947. 

Lyle married the love 
of his life, Melody Leech, 
at St. Marks Lutheran 
Church in Polo on June 20, 
1970. He was a very proud 
father and grandfather 
to two children and two 
grandchildren. He was 
also a very proud Veteran. 
He served as a Combat 
Medic in the Vietnam 
War. He then went on to 
start Reap’s Paint Spot, 
which was in business 
for 50 years. Lyle was an 
avid bass fisherman, he 
belonged to the Whiteside 
Area Bass Fishing Club, 
he raised Silver Fox’s for 

35 years, he collected 
antique fishing lures and 
tackle, at one point having 
12,000 lures in his “fish-
ing museum”, and Lyle 
was a proud member of 
the National Fishing Lure 
Collectors Club. 

He is survived by his 
wife, Melody, daughter, 
Trish Patterson, grand-
daughters, Carly Hinrichs 
and Mallory Patterson, 
twin sister, Lynda Palmer, 
brothers, Larry Reap and 
David Reap, sister, Janice 
Dame, brothers-in-law, 
Doug Leech, Jerry Leach 
and Brent Leech, and 
many nieces and nephews. 

In addition to his par-
ents, Lyle was preceded 
in death by his son, Chad 
David Reap, and brother, 
Duane Reap.

A visitation will be held 
from 4:00 to 7:00 PM on 
Thursday, August 8, 2024, 

at Polo Family Funeral 
Home. The funeral ser-
vice will begin at 10:00 
AM on Friday, August 
9, 2024, at St. Marks 
Lutheran Church in Polo. 
The graveside service 
will follow at Fairmount 
Cemetery.

Memorials have been 
established at St. Marks 
Lutheran Church in Polo 
& the Polo High School 
Bass Fishing Club.

Please visit www.
polofamilyfuneralhome.
com to send condolences.

Beverly Elaine Colloton

Warren Iver Freedlund

Lyle Reap

Mary Lou Meier

OREGON  — Or-
egon  Amer ican  Le-
gion Post 97 recently 
thanked  communi ty 
members with certif-
icates for donating to 
its one-time emergency 
fundraiser.

Medal of honor: At-
torneys at Law, Smith 
Birkholz & Morrow; 
Chuck Shaffner; Flori-
si Zeqiri, Bela’s Café; 
J o n a s  M a r t i n  We l l 
Dril l ing Co.;  Chris-
tine Cox, Ogle County 
Coroner Elect; Laura 
Cook, Ogle County Re-
corder/GLEKK; Ogle 
County Farm Bureau; 

Nancy & Don Etnyre 
Farm; Hanes Centen-
nial Farm; Schier Bros 
Centennial Farm; and 
Patricia Day of Split 
Decisions in Conover 
Square.

Purple Heart:  Be-
nesh  & Sons  Quar-
r ies ;  Er in  Die t r ich , 
Patriot Barber Shop; 
Fischers, Inc.; Johnson 
Oil Co, Shell Oregon; 
Keko & Sons, Sunrise 
Restaurant; Little Sis-
ters, Inc., White Pines 
Ranch; and Rosemarie 
Farmer.

Good Conduct: Jer-
emy & Amy Ciesiel, 

Oregon American Legion thanks 
community for emergency donations

Ogle  Coun ty  High-
way Dept.; John Fin-
f rock ,  Ogle  County 
Board chairman; Tif-
fany O’Brien ,  Ogle 
County treasurer; and 
Sullivans Foods, Mt. 
Morris.

If the post missed 
anyone who donated, 
please call Dave Schi-
er, finance officer at 
815-732-2375.

The post  also re-
cent ly  e lec ted  off i -
cers. Commander: John 
Tuttle. Sr. Vice Com-
mander: Anthony Hen-
drickson. Jr. Vice Com-
mander: Dave Schier. 
Adjutant: Ted Capes. 
Finance Officer: Dave 
Schier. Chaplin: Rob-
er t  Coul ter.  Set-At-
Arms: Clint Strouse

There is still time to 
donate. The minimum 
certificate level is $40. 
Please send your one-
time donation to: The 
American Legion, PO 
Box 597, Oregon IL.

OREGON — The Ogle County 
Solid Waste Management Department 
(OCSWMD) will be hosting a resi-
dential electronics recycling event on 
Friday, Aug. 23 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at 909 Pines Road in Oregon.

This event is for Ogle County res-
idents only and a free permit is 
required in advance of the 
event.  To obtain a free permit 
call 815-732-4020 or email 
solidwaste@oglecountyil.
gov and provide your name, 
address, phone number and 
email address by 4 p.m. on 
Thursday, Aug. 22. 

Accepted items include all televi-
sions and computer monitors, com-
puters, computer hardware and cables, 
laptops, tablets, cell phones, printers, 
FAX machines, scanners, shredders 
(no tubs), copiers, video gaming 
equipment, DVD/VCR’s, cable/satel-
lite boxes, stereo equipment, radios, 
digital clocks, cameras, calculators, 

phone systems, holiday light strands, 
extension cords, rechargeable batter-
ies, printer ink cartridges, CD/DVDs, 
and CFL bulbs. Microwave ovens ac-
cepted for $5 per unit. Cash or check 
accepted. 

Limit seven (7) large or bulky items 
per permit and one permit per 

county household per month.  
Business or institutional elec-
tronic materials not accepted 
at these events. Business or 
institutional electronics are 

accepted by the OCSWMD 
via a separate program. Call the 

number above for more information 
and pricing for business electronic 
recycling, and to make an appoint-
ment for drop off of the materials to 
be recycled. 

For more information about this 
recycling event call the OCSWMD 
at the number above, visit www.ogle-
countyil.gov, or on Facebook at Ogle 
County Solid Waste Management Dept.

County electronics recycling 
event is Aug. 23
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Raspberries & 
Elderberries

• Pesticide Free
• Irrigated Plants
• Order or self-pick
• Late August through first 

frost!

Stillman Valley 
Nursery

9979 N Kishwaukee Rd
Stillman Valley, IL
815-645-8113 08282023

Polo Lions Club takes on dugout project
The Polo Lions Club’s new project involves the demolition of the baseball dugouts on the first and third base lines at West Side Park. The next step will be digging up 

the cement and the blocks that were near the dugouts and get the dirt ready and set the forms to pour cement. Photos show the before and after of the demolition of 
the dugouts. (Courtesy photos)

July 12
At 9:14 p.m. Byron Po-

lice Department responded 
to the intersection of West 
Second and North Union 
Street for a disturbance. 
Police arrested Tracy L. 
Finch, 37, Prophetstown 
on the charge of battery. 
Finch was transported to 
Ogle County Jail, pro-
cessed and released on a 
notice to appear. 

July 13
At 9:04 a.m. Byron Po-

lice Department responded 
to a hit and run accident 
involving a 2021 Subaru 
driven by Channing E. 
Sebo, 35, Byron, at North 
Lafayette and West Second 
Street. If you have any 
information, please contact 

a Byron Police Officer at 
815-732-2136.

At 9:51 a.m., Byron 
Police Department inves-
tigated a hit and run crash 
that occurred at Mill and 
Tower at approximately 2 
a.m. Pricilla L. Beasley, 39, 
Rockford was issued cita-
tions for failure to report 
an accident and improper 
lane use. 

At 8:51 p.m. Byron Po-
lice responded to the 700 
block of Blackhawk, By-
ron, for Timothy P. Grillo, 
33, Rockford. Grillo had 
an active warrant and was 
turning himself in. Grillo 
was transported to Ogle 
County Jail and held in 
lieu of bond. 

At 10:21 p.m. Byron 

Police Department re-
sponded to a call involving 
two minor females, ages 
16 and 17 fighting. The 
16-year-old female was 
taken into limited custody 
for battery and was later 
released to her mother on 
scene with a referral for 
probation. 

July 14
At 1:39 a.m. Byron Po-

lice Department responded 
to the 200 block of South 
West Street for a single-car 
accident involving a 2024 
Honda driven by Anthony 
J. Dobson, 30, Monroe 
Center. Dobson was issued 
citations for improper 
lane usage, driving under 
the influence of alcohol, 
driving under the influence 

alcohol concentration in 
breath greater than .08, 
and possession of adult-
use cannabis in passenger 
area of vehicle. Dobson 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail, processed 
and released on a notice 
to appear. 

At 9:42 a.m. Byron Po-
lice Department responded 
to the 100 block of North 
Franklin for a bicycle vs. 
car accident involving a 
2013 Dodge driven by 
Megan C. Watson, 34, 
Byron and a bicycle ridden 
by Jonathan L. Zinke, 50, 
Byron. No citations were 
issued. 

July 15
At 10:21 a.m. Byron 

Police Department issued 

a citation to Salatiel To-
natiah Palomino Cantu, 
51, Chicago for improper 
lane use. This violation 
occurred in the 900 block 
of West Blackhawk. 

July 24
At 2:06 p.m. Byron 

Police Department issued 
an ordinance violation to 
Donald J. Roe, 60, Byron 
for a non-operating vehi-
cle. This violation occurred 
at the 700 block of Belair. 

July 26
At 3:54 p.m. Byron 

Police Department issued a 
citation to Cain M. Crowe, 
26, Dixon for driving while 
license revoked. Crowe 
was transported to Ogle 
County Jail where he was 
processed and released on 

a notice to appear. This vi-
olation occurred at the 500 
block of East Blackhawk. 

July 28
At 9:14 p.m. Byron Po-

lice Department responded 
to a two-vehicle private 
property crash involving 
a 2019 Dodge driven by 
Jonathan D. Stewart, 36, 
Leaf River, and a 2014 
Hyundai driven by Duston 
J. Rakowski, 33, Oregon. 
This accident occurred at 
700 W. Blackhawk. There 
were no injuries, and no 
citations were issued. 

Please note:  Any arrests 
listed below are merely 
accusations and the defen-
dant is presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in a 
court of law. 

FREEPORT— The 
National Federation of 
Independent Business 
(NFIB), an organization 
that advocates for small 
businesses across the na-
tion, has announced that 
Illinois State Senator An-
drew Chesney (R-Free-
port) has earned a perfect 
100% on the 2023-3024 
legislative scorecard.

“Senator Chesney has 
earned an impressive 
100% small-business vot-
ing record,” said NFIB Il-
linois State Director Noah 
Finley. “He consistently 
sides with small-business 
owners on issues that 
impact their businesses. 
Unlike many in Spring-
field, he understands that 
small-business job-cre-

ators are vital to our local 
economies.” 

Rankings are based on 
legislator voting records 
on eight individual bills 
from the 103rd General 
Assembly (2023-2024) 
that affect small business-
es in the state.

“Businesses, large and 
small, are under attack 
from the Democrat su-

permajority in Illinois, 
so it is an honor to be 
recognized for my sup-
port of small businesses,” 
said Chesney. “Small 
businesses employ the 
vast majority of people 
in the workforce and the 
business owners are our 
neighbors and friends. 
They provide well-paying 
jobs in our communities 

and I will continue to 
fight back against the 
anti-business policies that 
are brought forward by 
Illinois Democrats.”

NFIB is the voice of 
small business, advocat-
ing on behalf of America’s 
small and independent 
business owners, both in 
Washington, D.C., and in 
all 50 states. NFIB is non-

profit and nonpartisan.
To learn more about 

the National Federation 
of Independent Business 
and to view every Illinois 
legislator’s voting record 
on the NFIB ranking 
bills, please visit https://
strgnfibcom.blob.core.
windows.net/nfibcom/
IL-Voting-Record-05.
pdf.

Chesney earns perfect on NFIB Scorecard for small business support

BYRON POLICE DEPARTMENT

MT. MORRIS — The 
Performing Arts Guild 
invites the public to join 
the cast of their winter per-
formance of A Christmas 
Story. Performances will 
be Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday, Nov. 22-24 and 
Dec. 6-8 at the Allure of 
Pinecrest Grove Theatre.

This beloved holiday 
story is humorist Jean 
Shepherd’s memoir of 
growing up in the Mid-
west in the 1940’s which 
follows nine-year-old Ral-

phie Parker in his quest to 
get a genuine Red Ryder 
BB gun under the tree 
for Christmas. All of the 
elements from the well-
known motion picture will 
be in this performance. 

Auditions will be held 
on Tuesday and Thurs-
day, Aug. 20 and 22 from 
6-7:30 p.m. at the Allure of 
Pinecrest Grove Library, 
500 Evergreen Lane, Mt. 
Morris. The cast consists 
of two men, two women, 
five boys and two girls.   

A Christmas Story auditions are Aug. 20 and 22
Materials will be pro-

vided at the audition, 
so come early to review 
the readings. For more 

information about au-
ditions, please contact 
Director Dave Sheely at 
719.740.6162.
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VIEWPOINT
The Ogle County Life is a division of 

News Media Corporation.
"Congress shall make no law. . .

abridging the freedom of speech or of the press"

Published every Monday
Jeff Helfrich, Managing Editor

MOMENTS IN 
TIME

LIFE letters' policy
Concise letters are most likely to be chosen 

for publication, but the use of any material is at 
the discretion of management. All letters must be 
signed or they will not be considered for publi-
cation. During election times, no letters written 

by the candidates endorsing themselves will 
be considered for publication. Editing may be 

necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity 
or libel, but ideas will not be altered. Writers are 
urged to use discretion and refrain from sarcasm 
or personal attacks. Criticism of individuals or 
organizations that is not broached tactfully will 

jeopardize the publication of a letter. Letters will 
be published in the order that they are received, 

unless there is a time factor involved, space 
permitting.

BOTH sides in 
this presiden-
tial election 

proclaim that it’s a 
battle for the survival 
of democracy. In that 
case, we need to be 
clear about what Amer-
ican democracy is. It’s 
not just that the people 
vote. There are also 
safeguards against the 
abuse of power by the 
government, or by the 
people themselves. 

But, beneath all that, 
our democracy is built 
on an understanding of 
what truth is, and how 
we go about knowing 
it.

The founders of our 
nation were products 
of the Scientific Rev-
olution that had taken 
place a couple of centu-
ries earlier. The gov-
ernmental system they 
created is grounded 
on science’s insistence 
on reasoning based on 
facts instead of beliefs 
and assumptions. Truth 
disappears, and democ-
racy dies, when facts 
are denied or ignored.

I said in last month’s 
column that Donald 
Trump operates under 
a more ancient mind-
set, a prescientific one 
that’s deeply embedded 
in human psycholo-
gy. It judges ideas by 
how well they line up 
with existing beliefs 
and feelings instead of 
facts. Politicians who 
operate from this worl-
dview can use tactics 
that are unavailable to 
other leaders. 

The most important 
is a heavy emphasis 
on emotional appeals 
— positive sentiments 
like tradition and pa-
triotism, but also fears 

and prejudices — at 
the expense of reason. 
These are the leaders 
who single out groups 
— elites, immigrants, 
and others — for the 
people to fear, resent, 
and blame for their 
troubles. They rely on 
ridicule, person-
al attacks, and 
fabrications to 
make up for the 
lack of factual 
support for their 
accusations. 

Keeping fear 
and resentment 
at a fevered 
pitch enables 
them to present them-
selves as saviors, 
and to inspire intense 
devotion among their 
followers. Loyalty to 
them overrides all other 
obligations, sometimes 
even those to democ-
racy itself. They may 
encourage, either subtly 
or openly, intimida-
tion and even violence 
against those who 
disagree.

You may find that 
Donald Trump fits 
this description to one 
degree or another. Keep 
in mind, in that case, 
that he’s far from the 
only one who does. 
Politicians like this 
exist everywhere, and 
have inhabited democ-
racies ever since the 
beginning. Huey Long 
was one of the most 
successful. 

His fiery speeches 
against wealthy and 
powerful elites, abusive 
language toward his 
enemies, and just-folks 
manner fueled his rise 
to power as governor 
of Louisiana from 1929 
to 1933. The passion-
ate loyalty he inspired 

allowed him to create, 
in the words of the 
Encyclopedia Brittani-
ca, an “unprecedented 
executive dictatorship 
that he perpetrated to 
ensure control of his 
home state...

“Surrounding 
himself with 
gangster-like 
bodyguards, he 
dictated outright 
to members of 
the legislature, 
using intimida-
tion if necessary. 
When he was 
about to leave 
office to serve in 

the U.S. Senate (1932), 
he fired the legally-

elected lieutenant 
governor and replaced 
him with two desig-
nated successors who 
would obey him from 
Washington. In order 
to fend off local chal-
lenges to his control 
in 1934, he effected 
radical changes in the 
Louisiana government, 
abolishing local gov-
ernment and taking 
personal control of all 
educational, police, and 
fire job appointments 
throughout the state. He 
achieved absolute con-
trol of the state militia, 
judiciary, and election 
and tax-assessing ap-
paratus, while denying 
citizens any legal or 
electoral redress.”

Huey Long’s career 
was cut short when he 
was assassinated in 
1935 while campaign-
ing to become president 
of the United States. 
There’s no way to know 
how far he might have 
gone otherwise. His 
dictatorial control over 
his home state illus-
trates what can happen 

to a nation influenced 
by a prescientific worl-
dview that denies the 
importance of facts.

Politicians like 
Huey Long and Donald 
Trump are on the march 
across the world. Victor 
Orban in Hungary, Na-
rendra Modi in India, 
and other would-be 
dictators are harness-
ing primal emotions in 
the pursuit of power. 
They’re capitalizing on 
democracy’s greatest 
weakness, its vulner-
ability to emotional 
appeals that overwhelm 
facts and reason. 

Democrats insist that 
a victory for Donald 
Trump in this election 
will mean the end of 
democracy in Amer-
ica. It’s true that our 
democratic institutions 
have been weakening 
for some time now, but 
their roots run deep. We 
can hope for a different 
future, regardless of 
who wins.

His reelection would, 
nevertheless, be a 
victory for a worldview 
that’s incompatible with 
the science-inspired 
and fact-based democ-
racy that the founders 
envisioned. In that 
sense, the Democrats 
are right. This election 
is indeed — and more 
than anything else — 
about the survival of 
democracy.

Lowell Harp is a 
retired school psychol-
ogist who served school 
districts in Ogle Coun-
ty. His column runs 
monthly in The Ogle 
County Life. For pre-
vious articles, you can 
follow him on Face-
book at http://fb.me/
lowellharp.

DEAR editor,
T h e  M t . 

Morris Com-
munity Library Foun-
dation thanks everyone 
who enjoyed our pie and 
ice cream fund-
raiser on July 31 
during the Kable 
Band’s closing 
season perfor-
mance. Your do-
nations will help 
fund our 9x9x9 
Program, which will give 
a book each month of the 
upcoming school year to 
every first grader in the 
Oregon School District.

In other words, nine 
books in nine months. 
Although the price of a 
book has doubled from 
$9 to $18, we will ensure 
that every first grader 

discovers the joy 
of owning and 
reading books. 
Your generosity 
and support of 
early childhood 
reading are appre-
ciated.

Julie Robinson
President of the Mt. 
Morris Community 
Library Foundation 

More about science, democracy and Donald Trump

Lowell
Harp

Summer racing to a 
close and drones

Ron Kern

Letter: Thanks 
from library 
foundation

IT’S hard to believe that summer is racing 
to a close as we turn the calendar on July. 
Kids only have a about three weeks until 

school starts and the carefree summer days end.
Growing up it never really bothered me that 

summer was ending and school would soon start. 
It meant I got to see classmates I hadn’t 
seen in two months and it meant that 
I moved on and up to hopefully better 
things.

The farm kid in me was happy. It 
meant that the growing season was com-
ing to a close, harvest season would be 
just around the corner, followed by those 
delightful fall days and evenings.

And this end of August meant that the 
State Fair was less than two weeks away. 
I suppose I got more excited about the fair than 
some kids, but living only a mile away from the 
fairgrounds make it a convenient nuisance.

The US Army Golden Knights put on an eve-
ning sky diving show and to close the fair each 
evening there were fireworks. Both could be 
enjoyed from the patio at the back of our house. 
Who doesn’t like free fireworks?

So let’s roll into August; there’s still some fun 
to be had.

Lately I’ve been getting calls from farmers 
around the area concerning drones. Not sure if 
they are being flown for fun or some other activ-
ity. But in the interest of trying to be informative 
here’s the rule on private use of drones.

A drone flown by a private individual must 
be operated in accordance with Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) regulations. 

Below is a summary of the regulations and 
suggestions on what to do if a private individual 
is operating a drone and collecting video over or 
near your property. 

Drones can be flown by private operators at 
or below 400 feet above the ground in Class G 
airspace. Farmland qualifies as Class G airspace.

An operator of a drone must fly the drone 
within his/her visual line of sight (VLOS) or 

within the VLOS of a visual observer who is 
next to the operator. 

Drones cannot be flown directly over any 
person who is not affiliated with the operator of 
the drone.

Drones cannot be operated in a careless or 
reckless manner. 

If an operator intentionally violates 
drone safety requirements or operates the 
drone in a careless or reckless manner, they 
could be liable for criminal and/or civil 
penalties. 

What to do if a drone is flying over your 
farm:

Do not shoot down the drone. Shooting 
down a drone is a federal crime.

The drone may be filming you. Remain 
calm and do not become combative as you are 
likely on video. 

You should film the drone and its operator, es-
pecially if the drone is flying close to livestock, 
over anyone on your property, or close to build-
ings or your home. 

You should advise the operator that they do 
not have permission to fly over and film your 
property.

If the operator is located on your property, ad-
vise them that they are trespassing and ask them 
to leave. You should always know the boundaries 
of your property. If the operator is located on the 
side of the road and outside of the road right-of-
way (ROW), then that is your property. 

You should contact local law enforcement if 
the operator does not leave your property. 

Also contact your local County Farm Bureau 
and let them know about the situation. The drone 
operator may be liable for trespassing, nuisance, 
invasion of privacy, stalking, and other viola-
tions. Your County Farm Bureau can refer you to 
an attorney.

“If at first you don’t succeed – skydiving is 
not for you.” -Anonymous

Ron Kern the manager of the Ogle County 
Farm Bureau.

* On Aug. 26, 1791, John Fitch and 
James Rumsey were each granted a federal 
patent for the steamboat. The men were 
rivals who devised different systems for, 
and battled over claims to, the invention.

* On Aug. 27, 1976, the United States 
Tennis Association barred transgender 
athlete Ren√©e Richards (born Richard 
Raskind) from competing in the U.S. Open 
as a woman, stating she needed to pass a 
chromosomal test. Richards failed the test, 
sued the USTA, and a year later was granted 
the right to compete following a New York 
Supreme Court ruling in her favor.

* On Aug. 28, 2003, pop singers Britney 
Spears and Madonna shared a kiss at the 
MTV Video Music Awards, delighting 
some viewers and offending others. MTV 
received hate mail “from the older gen-
eration,” according to network president 
Van Toffler, who said: “I think the beauty 
of the VMAs was the combustibility. You 
wanted to make it fun and semi-chaotic. 
That’s what we did.”

* On Aug. 29, 1982, Swedish-born ac-
tress and three-time Academy Award win-
ner Ingrid Bergman died of cancer on her 
67th birthday. Bergman was best known 
for her role as Ilsa Lund in “Casablanca” 
alongside Humphrey Bogart, as well as the 
international scandal she sparked in 1950 
when she had a son with Italian director 
Roberto Rossellini, to whom she was not 
married at the time.

* On Aug. 30, 1859, Edwin L. Drake 
successfully drilled the first oil well near 
Titusville, Pennsylvania, ushering in the 
modern petroleum industry. His discovery 
of an efficient way to extract oil from the 
ground revolutionized energy production 
and would help transform the global econ-
omy.

* On Aug. 31, 1989, England’s Princess 
Anne, the only daughter of Queen Elizabeth 
II, publicly announced her separation from 
her husband, Mark Phillips, but the couple 
stated they were not intending to divorce.

* On Sept. 1, 1928, groups of Boy Scouts 
placed approximately 2,400 concrete mark-
ers at sites along the Lincoln Highway 
to officially mark and dedicate it to the 
memory of President Abraham Lincoln.

(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc. 
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MT. MORRIS — The 
Mt. Morris Jamboree will 
welcome back 60’s tribute 
band, SHiNDiG! for their 
performance at our band 
shell on Aug. 16 starting at 
7 p.m. SHiNDiG! presents 
a tribute to the 60’s and 
always delivers a trip back 
to the greatest and most 
diverse decade of rock and 
roll music. Covering over 
90 different bands from 
that period of time where 
music told the story of an 
entire generation - early 
60’s, British invasion, psy-
chedelic, pop, girl groups, 
Woodstock...are all part 
of the show! Everyone 
fortunate to see their per-

formances here in years 
past will readily attest to 
the excitement this band 
brings to the stage. 

The Mt. Morris Senior 
and Community Center 
will be serving hamburg-
ers, hot dogs, brats with 
all the fixings, along with 
chips and drinks. 

Just 4 Fun Ice Cream 
and Bill’s Famous Lem-
onade will be there, too. 
All starting at 6 p.m. Ewe 
and Me Acres will have a 
fresh produce stand with 
a variety of fruits, vegeta-
bles, baked goods, jams, 
jellies and dog treats on the 
Campus along with other 
craft and plant vendors, 

from 5-8 p.m. 
Other attractions will 

be available on either side 
of the bandshell during 
the concert. Encore’s Old 
Sandstone Art Gallery will 
feature a show and the new 
location of the Mt. Morris 
Historical Museum will 
also be open in the newly 
renovated College Hall.

Please bring a blanket 
or chair, or enjoy the new 
benches and join the fun 
on our beautiful, historic 
campus in the center of 
Mt. Morris, two blocks 
south of Illinois Route 
64 on Wesley Avenue and 
enjoy the free 60’s tribute 
concert.

SHiNDiG! to play Mt. Morris Aug. 16

The Mt. Morris Jamboree will welcome back 60’s tribute band, SHiNDiG! for their 
performance at our band shell on Aug. 16.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

LOCAL NEWS

Polo Lions Club continues dugout project
On Saturday Aug. 3, the Polo Lions Club pulled all the cement on the first and third base side of the diamond. The four photos show the before and after and the gravel 

that was poured. The next step is forming and pouring the cement. (Courtesy photos)

ROCKFORD – Thom-
as R. Hughes, president & 
CEO of Stillman Banc-
Corp N.A., along with the 
Board of Directors have 
moved to promote the fol-
lowing bank employees:

J. Joseph McCoy, vice 
president and senior trust 
officer: Joe joined Still-
man Bank as a trust officer 
in March 2020. He was 
previously an attorney 
in Rockford for over 
12 years specializing in 
trusts and estates and was 
recognized as a “Leading 
Lawyer” in Illinois from 

2015 to 2019. He earned 
his Bachelor of Business 
Administration degree 
in Accounting from the 
University of Wisconsin–
Madison and Law degree 
from the University of 
Miami. In his new role, 
he will be responsible for 
the oversight and direc-
tion of the bank’s trust 
department.

Benjamin D. Miller, 
vice president and senior 
operations officer: Ben 
has been with Stillman 
Bank for over 16 years. 
He earned his associate’s 

degree in computer and 
Electronics Engineering 
Technology from ITT 
Technical Institute and 
also holds CBSM, CBSTP, 
and CBEH certifications. 
Since joining the bank in 
2008, Ben has served as IT 
specialist, systems admin-
istrator, IT officer, and vice 
president. In his new role, 
Ben will be responsible for 
the oversight and direction 
of bank operations.

Nathan D. Gutierrez, 
systems administrator: 
Nate joined the bank in 
April 2022 as IT assis-

Stillman Bank announces promotions for employees
tant. He graduated from 
Rasmussen University 
with a bachelor’s degree 
in information technolo-
gy management. He also 
holds a CompTIA Net-
work + CE certification 
and CBSM certification. 
In his new role, Nate 
will lead the day-to-day 

responsibilities of the IT 
department.

“We are most apprecia-
tive of the strong commit-
ment and leadership these 
employees demonstrate 
toward their responsibil-
ities,” Hughes said. “We 
recognize how fortunate 
we are to have such dedi-

cated individuals serving 
the bank and our cus-
tomers as we continue to 
grow in the communities 
we serve.”

For more information 
about Stillman Bank, 
please contact (815) 645-
2266 or visit www.still-
manbank.com.

211 Hwy. 38 East, Rochelle, IL 61068 
Phone: 815-732-2156

www.oglecountylife.com
Ogle County Life

More than 4,800 
followers on 

OCL’s Facebook 
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latest and 
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Ogle County Life 
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oglecountylife.com
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bringing you  
Local News... Local Views.

ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER
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LOCAL NEWS
OREGON — On July 

30 at approximately 6:55 
p.m. deputies responded 
to a violation of an order 
of protection in the 9,000 
block of North Blaine 
Drive.  After investi-
gation, deputies placed 
Dustin Grove, 41, of Davis 
Junction under arrest for 
violation of an order of 
protection and an active 
Rockford PD failure to 
appear warrant for driving 
under the influence. Grove 
was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail where 
he was held pending a 
court appearance in front 
of a judge.

On July 31 at approx-
imately 6:21 p.m. depu-
ties, with the assistance 
of the Forreston Fire 
Department, responded 
to a two-vehicle crash at 
the intersection of North 
Illinois Route 26 and Coff-
man Road near Forreston. 
After a brief investigation, 
it was determined that a 
silver Kia Forte driven 
by Kimberly G. Pogue, 
32, of Milledgeville, was 
traveling westbound on 
Coffman Road when she 

failed to yield to oncom-
ing traffic when leaving 
the stop sign on Coffman 
Road at Illinois Route 
26. The vehicle was then 
struck by a tan Honda 
SUV, driven by Jordyn 
M. McNair, 25, of Lanark, 
traveling northbound on 
North Illinois Route 26. 
Pogue was cited for fail-
ure to yield to oncoming 
traffic when leaving a stop 
intersection.

On Aug. 1 at approxi-
mately 10:23 p.m. depu-
ties initiated a traffic stop 
in the 16,000 block of West 
Milledgeville Road.  After 
further investigation Da-
vid Bergeson, 41, of Polo, 
was placed under arrest 
for driving while license 
suspended. Bergeson was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he was 
released on a notice to 
appear. Bergeson was also 
cited for speeding.

On Aug. 2 at 12:35 a.m. 
deputies, assisted by Or-
egon Police Department, 
conducted a traffic stop at 
2,000 South Illinois Route 
2. After a brief investi-
gation, deputies arrested 

Chasity Wright, 43, of 
Dixon, for driving under 
the influence of alcohol. 
Wright was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail, 
processed, and released 
on a notice to appear at 
a later date. Wright was 
also issued a citation for 
improper lane usage.

On Aug. 4 at approxi-
mately 1:33 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
at Illinois Route 251 and 
Dutch Road. After an 
investigation, deputies 
arrested Antonio Cerri-
to-Olivares, 36, of Rock-
ford, for driving while his 
license was revoked, with 
no insurance, and expired 
registration.  Cerrito-Ol-
ivares was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where he received cita-
tions for the above charges 
and was released after 
processing on a notice to 
appear.  Cerrito-Olivares 
vehicle was towed from 
the scene.

On Aug. 4 at approxi-
mately 3:50 p.m. deputies 
responded to 3961 W. Il-
linois Route 64 at the Mt. 
Morris Motel for reports 

of damage to a vehicle. 
After a brief investigation, 
Denise Wagoner, 38, of 
Mt. Morris, was arrested 
for criminal damage to 
property. Wagoner was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where she 
was released on a notice 
to appear with a future 
court date.

On Aug. 4 at approx-
imately 7 p.m. deputies 
responded to a residence 
in the 9,000 block of 
North Barker Road for 
a 911 hang-up.  After a 
brief investigation An-
drew Klingele, 34, of 
Byron, was taken into 
custody on a warrant for 
failure to appear in court.  
Klingele was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where he was housed 
awaiting an appearance 
before a judge.  

On Aug. 4 at approx-
imately 9 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
in the 19,000 block of 
East Illinois Route 64 on 
a 2019 red Jeep Cherokee 
after observing the vehicle 
had no operable taillights 
and it had conducted a lane 
violation. After an inves-
tigation, Alyssa Vicencio, 
28, of Dekalb, was placed 
under arrest for driving 
under the influence of 
alcohol. Vicencio was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where she 

received citations for driv-
ing under the influence of 
alcohol, driving under the 
influence of alcohol with 
a BAC over .08, improper 
lane usage, and driving 
without taillights.  Ad-
ditionally, Vicencio was 
charged with two counts of 
child endangerment, and 
aggravated driving under 
the influence while trans-
porting a person under the 
age of 16. Vicencio was 
processed and released 
on a notice to appear as 
the above-listed charges 
are non-detainable under 
the Pretrial Fairness Act.

On Aug. 5 at about 2:30 
p.m. deputies responded 
to Rochelle Community 
Hospital for a car versus 
bicycle that occurred in 
the 9,000 block of East 
Flagg Road. After a brief 
investigation, it was de-
termined, Justin Abell, 37, 
of Rochelle, was traveling 
west on Flagg Road when 
he struck a bicyclist oper-
ated by Philip Horvath, 20, 
of Rochelle. Horvath was 
transported to Rochelle 
Community Hospital by 
family for suspected se-
rious injuries. Abell was 
issued a citation for failure 
to reduce speed to avoid 
an accident.

On Aug. 5 at approx-
imately 4 p.m. deputies 
responded to a one-vehicle 
accident in the 5,000 block 

of North Freeport Road.  
After an investigation 
it was determined that 
a black 2019 Chevrolet 
Colorado pick-up being 
driven by Bobby D. Mahr, 
43, of Shannon, was south-
bound when he exited the 
roadway and struck the 
guard rail at that location. 
Mahr stated a vehicle that 
was northbound at the 
same location was halfway 
in the southbound lane 
forcing him to swerve his 
vehicle to avoid hitting this 
other vehicle.  Mahr was 
uninjured and no citations 
were issued to him.  The 
other vehicle involved in 
this incident is unknown. 

On Aug. 5 at approx-
imately 10:30 a.m. The 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Office responded to an 
address in Lindenwood 
in reference to a domestic 
dispute. After complet-
ing the investigation, a 
16-year-old male was 
arrested and detained for 
three counts of domestic 
battery, one count of dis-
orderly conduct, and one 
count of criminal damage 
to property.  The male 
juvenile was detained at 
the Kane County Juvenile 
Detention Center pending 
a court appearance at the 
Ogle County Courthouse.

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until 
proven guilty.

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

DIRECTORY OF AREA  
HUMAN SERVICES

Alcohol Abuse Counseling & Recovery
A.A. Hotline  800-452-7990
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle  562-3801

Domestic Abuse Agency and  
24-Hour Shelter and Helpline
HOPE of Ogle County 562-8890 or 732-7796
Counseling Services, Court Advocacy, Latina Advocacy, and 
Shelter programs

Education
University of Illinois Extension-Ogle County
421 W Pines Rd, Oregon 61061 732-2191

Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority
200 W Washington, Oregon 732-1301

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County
P.O. Box 628
Oregon, IL 61061 732-6855  
 

Mental Health
Family Counseling Services 962-5585
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc. 
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle 562-3801
The Serenity Shed Grief Services 732-2499

Senior Citizens Services
Hub City Senior Center 562-5050
Mt Morris Senior Center 734-6335
Polo Senior Center 946-3818
Rock River Center 732-3252
Oregon, IL 800-541-5479

Sexual Assault/Abuse
Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling
24-hour hotline 636-9811
412 W Washington, Oregon 732-0000

Therapeutic 
Pegasus Special Riders 973-3177

Veterans’ Services
Rock River Center 732-3252
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499
Medical Transportation 677-6515

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon 562-6976
510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle 562-6976
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499

July 29
At 10:23 a.m., Oregon 

Police arrested Angela 
D. Oester, 49, Sterling, 
for driving while license 
revoked. Oester was trans-
ported to the Ogle County 
Jail where she was pro-
cessed and released with 
a notice to appear. This 
violation occurred in the 
200 block of South 4th 
Street.

At 10:47 a.m., Oregon 
Police issued Melinda J. 
Colbert, 49, Leaf River, a 
citation for disobeying a 
stop sign. This violation 
occurred at the intersec-
tion of South 10th and 
Webster Streets.

At 11:24 a.m., Oregon 
Police issued Casandra 
Garcia, 19, Rochelle, a 
citation for speeding 52 
miles per hour in a 40 
miles per hour zone. This 
violation occurred in the 
400 block of East Wash-
ington Street.

At 1:04 p.m., Oregon 
Police issued Karly R. 
Rickert, 26, of Evergreen 
Park a citation for speed-
ing 53 miles per hour in 
a 40 miles per hour zone. 
This violation occurred 
in the 500 block of East 
Washington Street.

At 1:51 p.m., Oregon 
Police issued Colten A. 
Gossett, 23, Byron, a cita-
tion for speeding 43 miles 
per hour in a 30 miles per 
hour zone. This violation 
occurred in the 600 block 
of North 4th Street.

At 2:40 p.m., Oregon 
Police issued Jessica L. 
Murphy, 34, Oregon, a 
citation for failure to yield 
turning left. This violation 
occurred at the intersec-
tion of Madison and South 
4th Streets.

At 3:30 p.m., Oregon 
Police issued Sara J. Hef-
felfinger, 80, Mt. Morris, 
a citation for disobeying 
a stop sign. This violation 
occurred at the intersec-
tion of South 10th and 

Webster Streets.
July 30
At 12:08 p.m., Oregon 

Police responded to a 
two-vehicle traffic crash at 
the intersection if Illinois 
Route 2 and Pines Road 
involving a 2014 Ford 
driven by George Gil, 63, 
Dixon, and a 2021 Red 
Case Farmall tractor driv-
en by Nicholas J. McPhail, 
44, Dixon. Gil was issued 
a citation for disobeying a 
traffic control device.

Aug. 1
At 2:20 p.m., Oregon 

Police arrested Jason D. 
Wesse, 45, of Colfax, 
Louisiana, for driving 
while license suspended 
and for an outstanding 
Ogle County warrant 
for driving while license 
suspended. Wesse was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he was 
left with the correctional 
officers. These violations 
occurred in the 1,000 
block of Pines Road.

Aug. 2 
At 7:13 p.m., Oregon 

Police arrested Wendall 
L. Reeves, 37, Rochelle, 
for driving while license 
suspended. Reeves was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he was 
processed and released 
with a notice to appear. 
This violation occurred 
in the 100 block of East 
Washington Street.

Aug. 3
At 12:02 p.m., Oregon 

Police issued Allison L. 
Butler, 60, Dixon, a cita-
tion for operating a vehicle 
when registration is sus-
pended for non-insurance. 
This violation occurred 
in the 100 block of West 
Washington Street.

At 12:16 p.m., Oregon 
Police responded to a 
damage to property call 
at the Riverstone Christian 
Church, 609 S. 10th St., 
where a U-Haul driven by 
Debra L. Erickson, 44, Mt. 

Morris, struck the canopy 
of the entrance, causing 
damage. No citations were 
issued.

At 5:26 p.m., Oregon 
Police issued David J. 
School, age 40, DeKalb, 
a citation for operating a 
vehicle when registration 
suspended for non-in-
surance. This violation 
occurred in the 100 block 
of S. Washington Street.

Aug. 4
At 9:02 a.m., Oregon 

Police issued Ramses 
Tello Gonzales, age 25, 
Oregon, a citation for 
operating a vehicle when 
registration suspended for 
non-insurance. This viola-
tion occurred in the 600 
block of North 4th Street.

At 11:03 a.m., Oregon 
Police issued Cathryn E. 
Allen, 60, of Princeton, 
citations for operating a 
vehicle when registration 
suspended for non-in-
surance and operating a 
vehicle with an expired 
registration. These viola-
tions occurred in the 100 
block of South 4th Street. 

At 1:57 p.m., Oregon 
Police issued Jack M. 
Trent, 40, of Erie a citation 
for operating a vehicle 
when registration sus-
pended for non-insurance. 
This violation occurred in 
the 100 block of South 4th 
Street.

At 5:42 p.m., Oregon 
Police issued Brenda L. 
Fant, 65, Ashton, a citation 
for operating a vehicle 
when registration sus-
pended for non-insurance. 
This violation occurred 
in the 500 block of West 
Washington Street.

15 verbal warnings and 
11 parking citations were 
issued during the week of 
July 29-Aug. 4.

Please note: Any arrests 
listed below are merely 
accusations and the defen-
dant is presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in a 
court of law.

OREGON POLICE DEPARTMENT

CEDARVILLE, Ohio 
— Rachel Freise, from 
Byron, earned a bachelor of 
arts degree in English from 
Cedarville University.

Located in southwest 
Ohio, Cedarville Uni-
versity is an accredited, 

Christ-centered, Baptist 
institution with an enroll-
ment of 5,456 undergrad-
uate, graduate, and online 
students in more than 150 
areas of study. Founded 
in 1887, Cedarville is 
recognized nationally for 

its authentic Christian 
community, rigorous ac-
ademic programs, strong 
graduation, and retention 
rates, accredited profes-
sional and health science 
offerings, and high student 
engagement ranking.

Byron’s Freise earns bachelor’s 
degree from Cedarville University
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208 N Walnut St  
Stillman Valley, IL 61084 

815-645-9828

Friday
5pm-9pm

Serving the Community for 31 years!
Locally owned and operated

Full Menu Served:
Wed, Fri, Sat | 5pm - 9pm

Rochelle • New Milford • Creston • Byron
815-562-3838

www.holcomb.bank

3923 N River Rd Oregon IL 61061
815-732-2384

stevebeneshandsons.com

STEVE BENESH & SONS

Hybrid Seed Corn

09
26

20
16

Call For Prices
309-462-2396 800-345-7798

1028 130th St., Berwick, IL1028 130th St., Berwick, IL09262016

DOUGLAS & FRYE
MOTORSPORTSIF IT DOESN’T

HAVE A MOTOR
IT AIN’T A

SPORT

1902 N. LOCUST ST., STERLING, IL • 815-625-4426

www.douglasfryemotorcycle.com

ACCESSORIES • PARTS • SERVICE

09
26

20
16

Bushman’s Service
On Farm Tire Service

Milledgeville, IL

815-225-7411

Mike Hurst, Owner/Operator

815-757-4383
MONROE CENTER, IL

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALL C
C2

01
7

CC2021

SMITH BIRKHOLZ & MORROW, P.C.
David A. Smith

Jennifer L. Birkholz
Eric D. Morrow

Gene Eike Insurance Agency
1500 W. Washington

Oregon, IL • 732-2222
Life Insurance • Health Insurance

Auto Insurance • Homeowners
Senior Products • Medicare Supplements

Gene Eike
Insurance Agency

1500 W. Washington, Oregon • 732-2222

Life Insurance • Health Insurance • Auto Insurance • 
Homeowners • Senior Products • Medicare Supplements

Aug. 15: The Polo 
Farmer’s Market takes 
place at South Division 
Avenue just north of 
Knie’s Appliance and TV 
on Thursdays from 3-6 
p.m. It includes Deuth 
Meats, Earl-E Green Gar-
dens, Ewe and Me Acres, 
Ferguson Farm, Ivan’s 
Farm (Marian), Vera’s 
Crafts, and more! 

Aug. 16: The United 
Church of Byron will be 
having their next Outdoor 
Family Movie Night on 
Friday, Aug. 16! As al-
ways, movies are free and 

open to the community! 
We will be showing “Mrs. 
Doubtfire”, starring Robin 
Williams & Sally Field. 
It follows a recently-di-
vorced voice actor who 
disguises himself as an el-
derly female housekeeper 
to be able to interact with 
his three children. We’ll 
again be offering snacks 
that will be available 
for a freewill donation. 
You are also welcome to 
bring your own snacks. 
The movie will begin at 
dusk, and if weather does 
not permit being outside, 

we will move it inside the 
fellowship hall and it will 
begin at 8 p.m. Please visit 
our Facebook page or our 
website www.unitedchur-
chofbyron.org for more 
information and upcom-
ing movie dates. We hope 
you can join us!

Aug. 17: The next 
Byron Kiwanis pork chop 
sandwich sale is sched-
uled for Saturday, Aug. 17 
in the St. Mary Catholic 
Church parking lot, locat-
ed at 220 E. Blackhawk 
Drive. The sale will be 
held from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

or until chops are gone. A 
sack lunch is available for 
$8 and includes a grilled 
Eichman’s butterfly pork 
chop sandwich, chips, 
cookie, and a bottle of 
water. A single sandwich 
can be purchased for $6. 
These delicious sandwich-
es sell out quickly so be 
sure to stop by early. All 
proceeds benefit programs 
in our community. Some 
of the programs Byron 
Kiwanis supports include 
Mary Morgan Family 
Reading Night, youth ed-
ucation and sports, schol-

arships for high school 
seniors, Byron Elemen-
tary’s PBIS program, 
Crossroads Blues Society, 
People Helping People 
Food Pantry, Village of 
Progress, and Kiwanis 
Neuroscience Research 
Foundation. The club 
holds an annual breakfast 
with Santa and Mrs. Claus 
to benefit Operation Santa. 
It also sponsors the Build-
er’s Club at Byron Middle 
School and the Key Club 
at the Byron High School.

Aug. 17: Come and 
join us at Byron’s Hairy 

Cow Farmers Market on 
Saturday, Aug. 17 from 8 
a.m. to noon! Featuring 
seasonal produce, baked 
goods, perennials, honey 
and a large variety of 
crafts. We have more ven-
dors than ever before this 
season.  We look forward 
to seeing everyone!  For 
more information or to 
become a vendor, please 
contact Taryn Bradley at 
(815)985-6042, by email 
at craftlab23@gmail.
com or at the Byron’s 
Hairy Cow Farmers Face-
book page.

MT. MORRIS — En-
core Mt. Morris is pleased 
to announce the return of 
the Jodi Beach Quartet to 
our bandshell, playing a free 
concert on Saturday, Aug. 
17 from 7-9 p.m. as part 
of the Ninth Annual Straw 
Sculpting Competition cel-
ebration.

Jodi is more than a singer 
and pianist. She is a storytell-
er, a theme weaver, a scrap-
book of our lives presented 
in song. Her performances 
invite the audience on a sen-
timental journey of melodies 
and lyrics that will leave 
them smiling and bring a 
tear to their eyes. 

If you ask her mother 
when Jodi first began to sing, 
she will look at you with a 
very sincere face and ask, 
“When hasn’t she?” Truly 
from birth Jodi has been 
warming people’s hearts 
with pure and beautiful 
vocal tones. At the age of 
five she started piano les-
sons and could read sheet 
music before she could read 
English.  She continued her 
musical studies at Judson 
University and Northern Illi-
nois University, and went on 

to form the award-winning 
Jodi Beach Trio, with whom 
she has recorded six albums 
and toured throughout the 
country.  

“Timeless” best describes 
an evening with Jodi Beach. 
Music that is as alive today 
as it was when first created, 
enjoyed by audiences young 
and old, all who have been 
touched by these essential 
elements of life. 

Though Jodi can bang out 
notes with the best of them 
she has never been one to 
“trade solos and go home.” 
She can always be heard 
playing well thought out and 
rehearsed arrangements that 
pull at your heartstrings one 
minute, have you dancing 
the next, and always treat 
you to the thing she loves 
to do the most…sing!

The campus will be extra 
festive with five new straw 
sculptures and many more 
favorites from years past 
adorning the grounds as the 
ninth annual U.S. National 
Straw Sculpting Competi-
tion continues.

Concessions for the eve-
ning will be provided by 
vendors including Maxson’s 

Manor, who will be serving 
chili, hot dogs, nachos, 
pulled pork sandwiches, 
cole slaw, chips, hand craft-
ed fudge, cookies, and 
drinks. Just 4 Fun Ice Cream 
and Bill’s Famous Lemon-
ade stand will be there too, 
all starting at 6 p.m.

Ewe and Me Acres will 
have a fresh produce stand 
with a variety of fruits, veg-
etables, baked goods, jams, 
jellies and dog treats on the 
Campus. Various craft and 
plant vendors will be open 
from 5-8 p.m.

Other attractions will 
be available on either side 
of the Bandshell during 
the concert. Encore’s Old 
Sandstone Art Gallery will 
feature a new show and the 
new location of the Mt. Mor-
ris Historical Museum will 
also be open in the newly 
renovated College Hall.

Please bring a blanket 
or chair, or enjoy the new 
benches and join the fun 
on our beautiful, historic 
campus in the center of Mt. 
Morris, two blocks south of 
Illinois Route 64 on Wesley 
Avenue and enjoy the free 
Jazz concert.

Jodi Beach Quartet to play 
Mt. Morris on Aug. 17

Encore Mt. Morris is pleased to announce the return of the Jodi Beach Quartet to 
our bandshell, playing a free concert on Saturday, Aug. 17 from 7-9 p.m. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

OREGON — Habitat 
for Humanity of Ogle 
County is excited to 
bring the opportunity for 
a local family to win a 
6x10 hand-crafted play-
house. Seth McMillan, 
Oregon High School’s 
FFA teacher, and his class 
worked hard during the 
school year building and 
learning the ins and outs 
of construction. The class 
has shown excellent de-
sign and craftmanship in 
building the playhouse, 
which includes two win-
dows and a small front 
deck area. Habitat was 

thrilled to be the recipient 
of this project and will be 
raffling off the playhouse 
with the proceeds to be 
used to purchase mate-
rials for their next home 
build, which will take 
place in Davis Junction. 
Raffle tickets will be sold 
throughout the summer 
at various locations as 
well as through the Hab-
itat website — www.
habitatoglecounty.org. 
The winning ticket will 
be drawn on Sept. 20 at 
the Oregon High School 
homecoming game. 

For more information, 

contact Sheri Anspaugh 
at 815-222-8869 or email 
at Sheri.anspaugh45@
outlook.com. 

The mission of Habitat 
for Humanity of Ogle 
County is to seek to put 
God’s love into action, by 
bringing people together 
to build homes, commu-
nities, and hope. Since 
2002 Habitat has built 14 
houses in Ogle County 
along with countless 
critical home repairs and 
mobility projects. For 
more information go to 
https://habitatoglecoun-
ty.org

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle 
County to raffle off playhouse

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County is excited to bring the opportunity for a 
local family to win a 6x10 hand-crafted playhouse. Seth McMillan, Oregon High 
School’s FFA teacher, and his class worked hard during the school year building 
and learning the ins and outs of construction. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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“It’s not primary care, 
but it is care for people 
that just need to be seen 
or tested for illnesses or 
need X-rays for injuries. 
We’re a minor illness and 
injury unit.”

The News-Leader met 
with Congrave Rude and 
members of the Conve-
nient Care staff on July 30 
including Medical Assis-
tant Laura Delarosa, Re-
ceptionist Paulette Jurina 
and LPN Jim Miller and 
talked about what it’s like 
to service the community.  

Jurina said she’s been 
thankful for RCH’s new 
Convenient Care patient 
signup system where pa-
tients choose a timeframe 
to come in. That has 
helped to keep patients 
in order and feeling like 
their needs are being met. 
The new system has been 
received well by patients, 
Jurina said.

“And our patients en-

joy having this service 
here in town,” Jurina said. 
“They like that they don’t  
have to drive to Dixon, 
Sycamore or Rockford. 
We hear that a lot.”

Congrave Rude said 
the Convenient Care 
department is in “a good 
place” to meet the com-
munity’s needs. It offers 
all-at-once testing for 
COVID-19, flu and RSV 
which sets it apart from 
a standalone urgent care, 
she said. Patients only 
need to have their nose 
swabbed once and they 
can find out results right 
away. 

Busby praised the Con-
venient Care staff for its 
work outside of seeing pa-
tients including cleaning 
rooms, stocking, trans-
porting patients, order-
ing medication, making 
phone calls and referrals, 
and charting. 

Miller described the 
Convenient Care service 
that works to fill in the 

RCH: Convenient Care department working to meet community’s needs

The need for RCH’s Convenient Care department has grown “exponentially” recently, Busby said, due to the 
community coming out of the pandemic, primary care physicians having less availability, and people not 
having primary care physicians. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

gaps for medical needs 
in the community.

“We’re convenient 

for the patients,” Miller 
said. “If you go to an ER 
in Chicago, you could be 

there for two days. You’re 
going to wait for a while 
in the ER and not every 

doctor can see patients 
the same day they ask. 
But we’re here.”

SPRINGFIELD – To 
help ensure those who are 
prohibited by law from 
having a firearm, and who 
pose a threat, do not have 
guns in their possession, 
the Illinois State Police 
(ISP) conducted numerous 
firearm enforcement de-
tails in counties across the 
state from June 24 through 
July 19.   The enforcement 
details focused on indi-
viduals who have become 
the subject of a Firearms 
Restraining Order or Clear 
and Present Danger, or re-
ceived a criminal convic-
tion, among other reasons.   

“Firearms Restraining 
Orders and Clear and Pres-

ent Danger reporting are 
two highly effective tools 
for getting firearms out of 
the hands of someone who 
poses a significant threat 
to themselves or others,” 
said Brendan F. Kelly.   
“As the use of these tools 
increases, so does the need 
for law enforcement to 
be able to safely conduct 
these arduous, intensive 
enforcement details.”

From July 2023 through 
June 2024, ISP received 
approximately 11,300 
Clear and Present Danger 
reports, of which more 
than 10,800 were affirmed.   
While not all of those 
10,800 individuals are out 

of compliance with state 
law, law enforcement is 
able to take action on those 
who are to bring them into 
compliance, thereby mak-
ing communities safer.

During the recent ISP 
focused enforcement de-
tails, ISP officers com-
pleted 192 details and 
brought 673 people into 
compliance with state 
law.   As a result of these 
efforts, 318 individuals 
transferred firearms out of 
their possession.   ISP has 
been conducting firearm 
enforcement details since 
May 2019.   From that time 
through July 2024, ISP has 
conducted 2,303 details 

and placed 5,549 individ-
uals into compliance with 
the law.

In addition to its own ef-
forts, ISP provides grants 
to local law enforcement 
agencies to help protect 
the public by transfer-
ring firearms out of the 
possession of a person 
legally prohibited from 
having a firearm and who 
is a danger to themselves 
or others. 

In Fiscal Year 2024, ISP 
awarded almost $1 million 
in firearm enforcement 
grants to 16 law enforce-
ment agencies across the 
state.   During that time, 
local law enforcement 

agencies completed 7,048 
compliance checks and 
brought 2,101 people into 
compliance with state law 
by transferring all firearms 
out of their possession and 
documenting that transfer 
with a Firearm Disposition 
Record.  ISP awarded 
another $1.5 million in 
grants to 21 law enforce-
ment agencies in Fiscal 
Year 2025.

Law enforcement agen-
cies that are members of 
the Violent Crime Intel-
ligence Task Force are 
eligible to receive grants 
from the State Police En-
forcement Fund.   Funding 
helps agencies conduct 

firearms enforcement de-
tails and ensure firearms 
are turned over to a person 
who is legally allowed to 
possess firearms, or to law 
enforcement. 

Funding for the en-
forcement grants comes 
from the State Police 
Enforcement Fund and 
were made possible 
through Public Act 102-
0237.   

Along with enforce-
ment details, between 
2020 and the end of June 
2024, ISP stopped more 
than 139,000 unlawful at-
tempts to obtain a firearm 
through firearm eligibility 
checks.

Illinois State Police continues efforts to reduce gun violence
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“The members of the 
Rochelle DAR thank you 
all for joining us for this 
celebration,” Katzman 
said. “We believe in the 
courage, sacrifice and pas-
sion of our forefathers. We 
believe in their noble work 
and unselfish service.”

The 250th anniversary 
will take place on July 4, 
2026. The U.S. Semiquin-
centennial Commission, 
commonly known as the 
America 250 Commission, 
was established by Con-
gress in 2016. This 10-year 
national effort was formed 
“to kick off a multi-year 
effort to pause and reflect 
on our nation’s past, to 
honor the contributions 
of all Americans, to look 
ahead toward our future, 
and to engage the public in 
building the largest, most 
inclusive commemoration 
in American history.” The 
America 250 Commis-
sion has reached out to 
museums and libraries, 
not-for-profit and patriotic 
organizations, schools and 
youth organizations, cities 
and towns, state and local 
governments, and com-

munity organizations and 
businesses, ensuring that 
every American can be part 
of the historic event.

The National Society, 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution (NSDAR), has 
partnered with the Amer-
ica 250 Commission to 
bring this celebration to 
the local level through the 
individual chapters of the 
society. In keeping with the 
National Society’s mission 
of Historic Preservation, 
Education, and Patriotism, 
each chapter is encouraged 
to involve their community 
in activities highlighting 
the nation’s birthday. 

This bench, made of re-
cycled bottle caps, was ob-
tained through the Rochelle 
Golden K, whose programs 
support community youth. 
The setting in front of 
the 149-year-old historic 
Creston Opera House also 
honors the historic pres-
ervation of the building, 
which was spearheaded by 
the Creston Booster Club 
and completed in 2018.

“The bottle caps were 
collected by members 
along with the entire com-
munity,” Katzman said. 
“That’s keeping a great 

The event featured remarks by Rochelle Chapter Regent Debby Katzman and DAR State Regent Christina Bannon, the Pledge of Allegiance led by Ben Hayes of Boy 
Scout Troop 64, the National Anthem by retired U.S. Army Sgt. Peter DeWispelaere, a prayer and benediction by Chaplain Judy Schermerhorn, and presentation of 
Quilts of Valor to four local veterans.

(PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)

BENCH: Dedication held at Creston Opera House on Aug. 3

deal of plastic from being 
deposited into landfills. 
You can see why this bench 
has been a win-win-win. 
It’s an effort for our local 
children to see support 
from, environmental ef-
forts, and our focus on the 
250th anniversary. When 
you see this bench, please 

take a moment to ponder 
just how blessed we are 
as Americans to have the 
freedom we enjoy.”

Katzman thanked mem-
bers of the DAR chapter for 
their work on the event and 
recognized local officials, 
veterans and members of 
the community for attend-

ing and playing a part in the 
bench dedication.

The Princeton Chapter 
of Quilts of Valor presented 
quilts to four local veterans 
including Robert Garland 
(U.S. Army, Vietnam War), 
Daniel Graber (U.S. Army, 
Vietnam War), Arch Mil-
lotte (U.S. Air Force, Kore-

an War), and John Gruben 
(U.S. Army, Vietnam War). 

“I would like to rec-
ognize all of our veter-
ans in attendance today,” 
Katzman said. “You have 
our deepest and heartfelt 
appreciation. Thank you 
for your service to our 
country.”

ROCKFORD  – Hard 
Rock Casino Rockford 
announces the closure of 
its temporary facility at 
610 N. Bell School Road 
in Rockford on Aug. 12 
at 5 a.m. This marks a 
significant milestone as 
preparations are finalized 
for the grand opening of 
the permanent Hard Rock 
Casino Rockford on Aug. 
29.

The temporary loca-
tion’s closing festivities 
will include:

The last jackpot won 
will be doubled, up to 
$10,000, and includes 
two free Brad Paisley 
tickets for the grand open-
ing Labor Day weekend 
concert at the new casino; 
Midnight Madness Hot 
Seat Giveaways all night 
long; and the last patron 

will close and lock the 
front doors on the way out.

“The Opening Act has 
welcomed over 1.5 million 
guests from all 50 states, 
the District of Columbia 
and more than 30 countries 
worldwide since opening 
its doors in November of 
2021,” says Geno Iafrate, 
president of Hard Rock 
Casino Rockford. “The 
time has come for the 

Opening Act to become 
the headliner just down 
the street.  Our new home 
is world-class with nearly 
1,300 slot machines, 50 
live table games including 
poker, a sports book, mul-
tiple food and beverage 
offerings, shopping, and 
Hard Rock Live, where 
the highest level of enter-
tainment will make waves 
across the Midwest.”

The new casino, locat-
ed immediately off the 
Interstate 90 State Street 
exit at 7801 E. State St. 
in Rockford, boasts more 
than 175,000 square feet 
of gaming, entertainment, 
and hospitality space.

Players Club member-
ships will transfer seam-
lessly from the temporary 
to the permanent casino 
location, ensuring contin-

ued access to rewards and 
privileges. Additionally, 
restaurant gift cards and 
certificates purchased at 
the temporary casino will 
be honored at the perma-
nent facility. 

Hard Rock is hiring 
additional people to 
staff its new casino. For 
those interested in join-
ing the band, visit GoT-
oWorkHappy.com.

Temporary Rockford Casino to close on Aug. 12

OREGON  — The 
Ogle County Clerk’s 
Office will be conduct-
ing schools for Judges of 
Election and has sched-
uled different times.  All 
schools will be held at the 
Historical Ogle County 
Courthouse located at 
105 S. 5th St., Oregon. 

Schools will meet in the 
County Board Room on 
the third floor. 

The Judge of Election 
classes will be limited to 
75 people per class, please 
call to reserve your spot. 
Select the time that best 
fits your schedule and call 
815-732-1110.

Judges with two or 
less Election Day assign-
ments: Monday, Aug. 26 
at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Judges with three or 
more Election Day as-
signments: Wednesday, 
Aug. 28 at 10 a.m., 2 p.m. 
and 6 p.m.; and Thursday, 
Aug. 29 at 10:00 a.m., 2 

p.m. and 6 p.m.
The school will be 

an extensive review of 
Election Day procedures. 
Training is designed to 
prepare you for carrying 
out your responsibilities 
at the polling place. This 
will include hands-on 
instructions that focus 

on election procedures 
and how the new voting 
equipment will work. 

Illinois State Statute 
requires Judges of Elec-
tion to attend training. 
Election Judges work 
from 5 a.m. until after 
the polls close at 7 p.m. 
on Election Day. 

“We hope to see you 
at one of the schools, 
because the training will 
enable you to serve as 
an informed and knowl-
edgeable judge,” a press 
release said. “We appre-
ciate your service and 
would not be successful 
without you!”

Ogle County Clerk announces Judge of Election School Schedule

2810 W. IL Route 64, Oregon, IL 610612810 W. IL Route 64, Oregon, IL 61061
920-229-9787920-229-9787

Monday - Saturday 8AM to 5PMMonday - Saturday 8AM to 5PM

FALL SEASON!FALL SEASON!
MUMSMUMS

HONEY
JAMS

08
12

20
24

PUMPKINS
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SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY BY  
SUPPORTING THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES

Community Unity

Ogle County

606 E Washington St.,  
Oregon, IL 

815-732-9100
RockValleyProperties.com
Each office is independently owned & operated.

202 N. Walnut St.,  
Stillman Valley
815.645.8979

www.walterstax.com 7993 N. River Rd., Byron
815.234.8535

www.byronforestpreserve.com

815.757.4383
102 Pacific St., Monroe Center

www.hursthvac.com

116 E Main St, Stillman Valley, IL 61084
https://www.facebook.com/legacybarandgaming/

412 W. Washington St., Oregon
815.732.5291

www.rockrivertitle.com

ANTIQUE STORE
Sweet Revival
12554 IL-64, Kings
815.761.5643
sweetrevivalantiques.com

BAR/GAMING/ENTERTAINMENT
Legacy Bar & Gaming
116 E. Main St., Stillman Valley
facebook.com/legacybarandgaming/

Oregon VFW Post 8739 & Mess Hall
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon
815.732.6851
facebook.com/oregonvfwpost8739

BLACKTOP & SEALCOATING
King Blacktop
3499 N. Tower Rd., Byron
815.234.4171
kingblacktop.com

BOUTIQUE
Oregon Soap Shoppe & Green Art Etc.
91C Daysville Rd., Oregon
866.411.6614
oregonsoapshoppe.com

CONSIGNMENT SHOPPING
ReRuns
120 W. 2nd St., Byron
815.406.8060
rerunsbyron.com

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Stillman Bank
608 W. Blackhawk Dr., Byron
815.234.5626
1445 IL Route 2 North, Oregon
815.732.7956
101 East Main St., Stillman Valley
815.645.2266
stillmanbank.com

GARDEN CENTER
Hidden Timber Gardens
462 S. Chana Rd., Chana
815.751.4162
hiddentimbergardens.com

HEALTH SERVICES
Rochelle Community Hospital
900 N. 2nd St., Rochelle
815.562.2181
rochellehospital.com

HVAC SERVICES
Hurst Heating & Cooling
102 Pacific St., Monroe Center
815.757.4383
hursthvac.com

MANUFACTURING
Coilcraft
9 Clay St., Oregon
815.732.6834
coilcraft.com

MENTAL HEALTH/COUNSELING SERVICES
Changes Counseling, LLC
121 S. 4th St., Oregon
815.501.2088
changescounselingllc.com

Sinnissippi Centers
100 Jefferson St., Oregon
815.732.3157
1321 N. 7th St., Rochelle
815.562.3801
sinnissippi.org

PARKS & RECREATION
Byron Forest Preserve
7993 N. River Rd., Byron
815.234.8535
byronforestpreserve.com

Oregon Park District 
Nash Recreation Center
304 S. 5th St., Oregon
815.732.3101
oregonpark.org

TITLE COMPANY
Rock River Title
412 W. Washington St., Oregon
815.732.5291
rockrivertitle.com

REAL ESTATE AGENCY
RE/MAX of Rock Valley
606 E. Washington St., Oregon
815.732.9100
rockvalleyproperties.com

SENIOR SERVICES
Rock River Center
810 S. 10th St., Oregon
815.732.3252
rockrivercenter.com

TAX PREPARATION SERVICES
Walters Accounting
202 N. Walnut St., Stillman Valley
815.645.8979
walterstax.com

608 W. Blackhawk Dr., Byron
815.234.5626

1445 IL Route 2 North, Oregon
815.732.7956

101 East Main St., Stillman Valley
815.645.2266

stillmanbank.com

900 N. 2nd St., Rochelle
815.562.2181

rochellehospital.com

304 S. 5th St., Oregon
815.732.3101

oregonpark.org
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BEST OF
2024

COMING 
SOON!
VOTE 
NOW!!

Starts 8/7 
Ends 9/4 

Gotta be in it, to win it!

Oregon High School announces charter inductees for Athletic Hall of Fame
OREGON  — The 

OCUSD Athletic Hall of 
Fame committee is excited 
to announce the charter 
inductees into the newly 
established OCUSD #220 
Athletic Hall of Fame . The 
committee thanks all who 
submitted nominations last 
spring. 

Here are the individu-
als and teams that will be 
honored at the induction 
ceremony on Saturday 
night, September 14 and 
introduced to the public 
at halftime of the Ore-
gon-Genoa Kingston home 
football game on Friday 
night, September 13:

Administrator/Coach: 

J.R. Worley (longtime Mt. 
Morris athletic director), 
Coach: Doug Engle (long-
time shot put/discus coach 
for OHS), Coach: Salley 
Wessels (longtime girls 
coach at MMHS), Athlete: 
Sherman Landers (early 
20th century OHS track 
star & Olympic athlete), 
Athlete: Frank Loomis 
(early 20th century OHS 
track star & Olympic gold 
medalist), Athlete: Andy 
Ballard (early 2000’s Or-
egon football/wrestling/
track all-state athlete), 
Athlete: Jake Carpen-
ter (1990’s Oregon cross 
country/track state place 
winner, basketball cap-

tain), Athlete: Gerry Baker 
(1982 state discus champi-
on, all-state football hon-
ors), Friend of Athletics: 
Bob & Leona Groenhagen 
(long time Hawk support-
ers & fans), Team: 1997 
Boys Cross Country (1st 
ever OHS State Champi-
onship team), Team: 1998 
Wrestling (IHSA Class A 
State Champions), Team: 
2009 Boys Track (IHSA 
Class 1A State Champions)

Congratulations to these 
amazing athletes, coaches 
and their families on their 
legacy for Oregon & Mt. 
Morris athletics! OCUSD 
Hall of Fame Link https://
oregonhof.touchpros.com/

The 2009 boys track and field team, the 1997 boys cross country team and the 1998 wrestling team are among the charter inductees for the OCUSD #220 Athletic Hall 
of Fame. Honorees will be recognized during a ceremony on Sept. 14.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Jenn Goley
630-732-6858

Carla Benesh
815-985-6235

Mark True
815-631-1699

Lori Peterson
815-973-2180

JD Gieson
815-677-1873

Stephanie Wendt
815-985-2055

Merri Cruz
815-988-7947

Rebecca Hazzard
Designated Managing Broker/Owner

815-509-8432

Carrie Rowland
815-677-8656

Erin Spence
815-262-5555

Boone Lockard
815-970-3506

Ashley Patterson
815-291-6308

Jenny Kirchner
815-440-2145

Josie Kuss
815-994-1079

Taylor Miller
815-751-8943

Casey Cline
217-840-8855

Jamie Pendergrass
815-243-4310

Becky Adams
815-509-5837

Matt Bouback
815-505-5827

Jen
773-849-3522

Jessica Lowry
815-315-2617

RockValleyProperties.com
Each office is independently owned & operated.

606 E Washington St., Oregon, IL
114 E Everett, Dixon, IL

815-732-9100

1025 10th Street, Lasalle  
$134,500 Call Merri

Freshly Updated Bungalow conveniently located in 
LaSalle is ready for its new owners! This home has 
been updated from top to bottom so all that’s left to 
do is MOVE IN! Updates include: New Roof (2019), 
Gutters (2021), Furnace and Venting (2020), Water 
Heater (2022), Flooring throughout the entire home 
(2021), New Kitchen and Bathroom (2021). The 
layout of the home offers a spacious living situation 
to where you won’t feel overcrowded. The front 
wrap-around front porch is perfect for entertaining 
or relaxing in the warmer weather. First floor laundry 
for convenience with secondary hookup available 
in the basement along with plumbing for a second 
bathroom. Fresh sod will be put in on the entire 
property beginning of August. This home has so 
much to offer! AGENT OWNED.

972 Marsh Road, Oregon  
$380,000 Call Rebecca

5 ACRE PROPERTY! Buyer’s Agents welcome to 
this 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom home situated on a 
peaceful and wooded setting. Minutes from town, 
this property has much to offer with a custom, one 
owner home and a large outbuilding perfect for 
additional parking, hobbies and storage. Home has 
a eat in kitchen area with ample counter space, 
stainless steel appliances, large pantry and plenty 
of storage. Living room shines with hardwood 
floors and views of your acreage. Upstairs you will 
find 3 bedrooms, one of which is the master suite 
with a walk in closet and en suite access to the full 
bathroom. Lower level is finished with additional 
family room, office and craft room. Lower level also 
features egress into the garage. There is a large 3 
season room and deck off of the back of this home 
facing the wooded area. Zoned AG- bring your 
animals and schedule your showing today!

7985 S. Green Street, Dixon  
$299,000 Call Rebecca

CHARMING SHOWSTOPPER! Buyer’s agents 
welcome to this 4 bedroom, 2.5 bathroom home in 
historic Grand Detour. Many updates throughout, you 
will fall in love with this move in ready home. Laminate 
flooring on the main floor with the updated kitchen 
featuring granite counter, beautiful cabinets, black 
stainless appliances and a large eat up island. Living 
room and dining room boast large windows overlooking 
your inviting front porch. Main floor master bedroom 
with large jacuzzi tub, spacious vanity and walk in 
closet. Upstairs you will find 3 bedrooms, full bathroom, 
bonus room and a laundry room! Lower level could 
be finished for additional living space, too. Attached 
over-sized 2 car garage and a detached 1 car garage 
offer plenty of parking space and room for toys. Large 
concrete patio off the back of the house leading to 
the pool makes for great entertaining space. Updates 
include: flooring, Anderson windows, AC, radiant floor 
heat, tankless hot water heater and septic. 

724 E. 3rd Street, Dixon  
NOW $234,900 Call JD

Introducing a beautiful, one of a kind, 2-story home 
in a prime location near downtown Dixon and 
KSB Hospital, sprawling over 2,300 square feet. 
Recently recognized as one of 2023’s Beautify Dixon 
recipients for its lovely aesthetic and meticulous 
landscaping. This lovely property offers 4 bedrooms, 
2.5 bathrooms, and cozy fireplaces. The master 
suite boasts a spacious master bathroom, providing 
a luxurious retreat. This home features hardwood 
floors installed in 2018, a new water softener and 
water heater in 2023, and a full finished basement 
for additional opportunity. Enjoy the vibrant backyard 
from the Trex deck and retractable awning, perfect 
for outdoor relaxation. With an attached garage and 
tons of additional potential, this home is move-in 
ready and ideal for anyone looking for charm and 
convenience. Make it yours today!

NAR SETTLEMENT CHANGESNAR SETTLEMENT CHANGES
WHAT IT MEANS FOR BUYERS

1 - BUYER AGENCY AGREEMENT
 Before a Buyer and a Buyer’s Agent tour property together, they must have a signed 

agreement that details the compensation the Buyer’s Agent requires for representing the buyer.

2 - COMPENSATION DETAILS
 The Seller may cover all or part of your Buyer’s Agent compensation. Any remaining 
amount will be your responsibility. Your Buyer’s Agent will inform you of the amount a Seller is willing 

to contribute when you consider a property.

Contact a RE/MAX OF ROCK VALLEY AGENT for more information

EFFECTIVE AUGUST 17TH, 2024EFFECTIVE AUGUST 17TH, 2024

J.D. Gieson

TOP LISTINGS 

Carla Benesh

TOP PRODUCER
TOP CLOSINGS

JULY 
2024

NEW 

LISTING
NEW 

LISTING
NEW 

LISTING
NEW 

PRICE
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LOCAL SPORTS

Byron High School cross country runners race in 2024 Detweiller at Dark event 
Members of the Byron High School boys and girls cross country teams traveled to Peoria last month for the 2024 Detweiller at Dark event. (Courtesy photos)

1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.
Dr. Nicole Marquardt  
Dr. Lynn Deets
Dr. Melissa Corson

Space Available
Advertise With Us

 Call Andrew
815-561-2123

Avalon
Hi, I’m Avalon. I’m a sweet, yet shy, girl who is looking for a forever home. Although 

I may not be the most outgoing, I thrive for companionship in a quiet home that 

opens its doors to me. Treats are a good way to build trust with me and, with time, 

we can be best friends! My adoption fee has been fully donated! Therefore, all I 

need is a loving family to bring me home. Won’t you PLEASE come VISIT ME!

B
R
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U
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:

PET OF 
THE WEEK

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.orgwww.tailshumanesociety.org

Frozen treats in 
Moderation

Frozen treats, along with ice and iced-water are 
safe for dogs to eat and enjoy safely – as long as 
they enjoy them in moderation. If a dog eats or 

drinks any type of food or drink too quickly, this 
can lead to bloating. Ice or iced water are not 
known to be more dangerous than other kinds 
of food; bloating is usually caused by a large 

volume of food or very fast eating.

Call:
Christel Ackland 815-561-2153

                             or
                    Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

            to advertise on the  
              Pet of the Week Page!
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BERTOLET LIBRARY NEWS

LOCAL SPORTS

Eleven all-time Byron football records were set this 
summer in the strength and conditioning program. 
Isaac Alvarez is now fifth all-time in the bench press 
at 345 pounds. Liam Connell is now first all-time in 

the vertical jump at 37.4 inches and second all-time 
in the 40-yard dash at 4.58 seconds. Caden 

Considine is now second all-time in the bench press 
at 370 pounds. JJ Edmonson is now fifth all-time in 
the vertical jump at 32.2 inches. Sam Gentz is now 
first all-time in the squat at 620 pounds and fifth 

all-time in the bench press at 345 pounds. Brayden 
Knoll is now first all-time in the 40-yard dash at 

4.55 seconds, first all-time in the hang clean at 455 
pounds and second all-time in the vertical jump at 36 
inches. Andrew Talbert is now also first all-time in the 

vertical jump at 37.4 inches and fifth all-time in the 
40-yard dash at 4.70 seconds. (Courtesy photos)

Byron High School football 
players set strength and 

conditioning records

Reading Challenge
Keep up the great work! 

Stuck on finding a book 
for a specific letter? Stop 
at the circulation desk for 
a recommendation.

Book of the Month
Texas during the Great 

Depression was no place to 
live.  As time continued on, 
the land got drier, causing 
crops to not grow, and 
dust to take over fields and 
houses.  Elsa Martinelli, 
along with many others, 
had to decide to stay in Tex-
as during the Dust Bowl or 
move west to the promise 

of better conditions. Stop 
by the circulation desk to 
pick up your copy of The 
Four Winds by Krisitin 
Hannah.

August Craft
Wrap up summer with 

one last adventure! Stop 
by the circulation desk and 
pick up a kit to make a bear.

Card Making
Card Making supplies 

are always available for 
you to create with. Call 
ahead for room availabil-
ity.

Plastic Recycling
We ask that you make 

sure plastic is clean with 
no debris in the dona-
tion.  *No animal feed 
bags are allowed* Also 
please remove any zip-
loc-type seals and paper/
sticker labels. Thank you 
for your cooperation.

NEW RELEASES
Adult Books
The Fury by Alex Mi-

chaelides, Caledonian 
Road by Andrew O’Ha-
gan, A Noble Scheme by 
Roseanna M. White

Chapter Book
Evil Spy School by Stu-

art Gibbs (Graphic Novel)

Rock River Center is a 
resource center located at 
810 S. 10th St., Oregon.  
Our activities and trips 
are open to all ages.  Call 
815-732-3252 for assis-
tance with Benefit Access 
Application for a license 
plate discount, Medicare, 
housing, homemaker ser-
vice, heating assistance or 
other things.  

Morning Mug Club
Tuesday, August 13, 

9:00 – 10:30 a.m.
MS2016 Excel Re-

fresher
August 14 - 9:30 – 10:30 

a.m. Limited Seating. Reg-

istration Required.
Garden Maintenance
August 15; 10:30 – 

11:30 a.m. Registration 
Required.

Crocheting & Knitting 
Club

Thursday, August 15; 
9:00 – 10:30 a.m.

Brain Health on Au-
gust 19

10:00 – 11:30 A.M. 
Advanced Registration 
Requested. 

SUPPORT GROUPS 
Meets: 4th Wednesday 

in February, May, August 
& November. Time: 2:00 
– 3:00 p.m.

CAREGIVER 
SUPPORT GROUP
Meets: 3RD Tuesday of 

month. Time: 10:00 – 11:30 
a.m.

DIABETIC 
SUPPORT GROUP
Meets: 1st Wednesday 

of the month. Time: 10:30 
a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

LOW 
VISION GROUP
Meets: 2nd and 4th Tues-

day of month. Time: 12:00 
p.m. – 1:30 p.m. For more 
information on any of our 
Support Groups, call Rock 
River Center at 815-732-
3252 or 1-800-541-5479.

ROCK RIVER CENTER NEWS
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Whatever you’re looking for, 
these local businesses ask 
you to consider them first.

ACCOUNTING
Jeanette Heesaker, CPA

Masters in Business Administration 
and Finance

Certified Managerial Accountant
Accounting and Tax Services

For Business/Individual/Partnership
132 W. Second St., Suite 1 • Byron, IL 61010 

(815) 234-8100

AIR CONDITIONING

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

Gaul’s Climate Control
815-734-7314

AUTO REPAIR

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner

ASE Certified
P.O. Box 31

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451 Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

AUTO REPAIR

Tony Kurzac
107 E. Washington St.

Route 64
Oregon, IL 61061

815-312-7089

Sell New & Used Tires/Rims
All Makes & Models
Cars/Truck Service

Trailer Repair
Auto Repair

Lowest Price Around

CABINETS

CARPET CLEANING
3-D Carpet & 

Upholstery Cleaning

900 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL 61061

Heather Ruchti
Ph: (815) 762-5307

CONCRETE

CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

• New Construction • Roofing • Windows • Additions
• Complete Remodeling • Siding • Painting • Interior/Exterior
• Drywall  • Flooring • Decks

Free Estimates • Lead Certified

815-761-1626

CONSTRUCTION

NAVARRO & SONS
Construction Company

********
Ceramic Tile • Wood Floors • Painting • Siding-

Basements • Room Additions  • Baths • Kitchens
Over 25 yrs. exp.       Custom touch      No job too big or too small

FRANK NAVARRO • OREGON / BYRON
PHONE: 815-234-7588 FAX: 815-234-7568

Free 
Estimates

Sr. Citizen 
Discount

FIREWOOD

AT’sAT’s
FirewoodFirewood
815-751-2255815-751-2255

All Hardwoods, Seasoned, All Hardwoods, Seasoned, 
Delivered, StackedDelivered, Stacked

HAIR CARE HOME IMPROVEMENT
Insured FREE 

ESTIMATES

New Construction • Complete Remodels • Additions • Windows
Doors • Sunrooms • Kitchens • Basements • Baths • Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 • Craig Kosch 815.566.7424

www.integrityhomeimp.com

LAWNCARE PAINTING
WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING

K & J
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen 
cabinets or woodwork.

Insured         Over 40 Years Experience

Ken
Cell (815) 353-5754
Stillman Valley, IL

FREE 
ESTIMATES HANDYMAN 

SERVICES

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

PAINTING

PET GROOMING
by

Dun Wright Grooming

• Pets Groomed at Your Home
• Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
• No More “Separation” Anxiety
• No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

• Cut of Your Choice
    (depends on coat condition)
• Specialty/Flea Baths Available
• Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

MOBILE 
GROOMING

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

STORAGE SHEDS

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

“Your Trees 
Deserve a 
Certified 
Arborist!”Serving Ogle County Since 1996

• Trimming & Removals • Climbing Specialists • Insect & Disease Control
• Planting Service • Arborist Consulting

Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

TREE CARE TREE SERVICETREE REMOVAL

AUTO REPAIR

CLEANING SERVICES

WHEELS

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

Offer Expires 4/30/20

12212020

WATER SOFTENER

Wouldn’t you like your business  
card seen by 28,500 people?

CALL 815-732-2156

TREE SERVICE

SOLAR ENERGY
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LOCAL NEWS
S p e c i a l  H o u r s 

The Byron Public Library 
will be closed Monday, 
September 2 in observance 
of the Labor Day holiday.  
The library will re-open 
for regular business hours 
on Tuesday, September 3.  
We wish all of our patrons a 
safe and happy Labor Day!

N o  L o n g  A c -
c e p t i n g  P l a s t i c 
Thanks to our commu-
nity and the years of our 
successful partnership 
with Trex and other local 
organizations, we collect-
ed enough plastic bags to 
donate several benches to 
Ogle County! However, 
the library will no longer 
accept donations as we 
pivot to other projects. 
Instead please visit Mei-
jer, Schnucks, Target and 
Kohl’s to donate your 
bags.

The Magic of Oz: 
Celebrate 85 Years! 
Thursday, Aug. 22. 6 
– 7:30 pm. Follow the 
yellow brick road with 
Dorothy Gale and Toto 
into the magical world of 
Oz! Historical presenter 
Michelle Gibbons, will 
delight audiences with 
a theatrical portrayal of 
beloved actress Judy Gar-
land. Learn about Gar-
land’s worldwide fame, 
childhood, and struggles 
to stardom from her point 
of view.  Please call 815-
234-5107 to register. 

Ogle County Dixie Five 
Tuesday, Aug. 27. 1:30 
– 2:30 pm. Come join 

BYRON PUBLIC LIBRARY NEWS

us for an afternoon of 
harmonious music with 
Ogle County Dixie Five.  
Please call 815-234-5107 
to register.

C re a t i v e  S t u d i o 
Our Creative Studio is 
open on Sunday after-
noons and two evenings 
a week, so stop by for 
monthly crafts and to use 
our maker space equip-
ment! Crafts out on the 
tables are free of charge, 
while some other projects 

will incur a cost depend-
ing on materials. Middle 
school and high school 
youth can use some of 
the materials while with 
an adult, or during Teen 
Time.  Creative Studio 
hours: Sunday 1 - 5:00 pm, 
Monday 9:00 am-1:00 pm 
& 5 – 8:00 pm, Tuesday 9 
am - 1:00 pm & 5 – 8:00 
pm, Wednesday 9:00 am 
– 1:00 pm, Thursday 9:00 
am – 1:00 pm, Friday & 
Saturday closed.  

C h e c k  o u t 
O u r  M o b i l e  A p p 
Did you know that there 
is an easy way to use the 
library from your phone?  
Just download the Prai-
rieCat app to your phone 
or mobile device and log 
in with your library card 
number and PIN!  You’ll 
be able to view your check-
outs and holds, renew 
renewable materials, and 
search the library catalog.  
There’s even a digital copy 

of your library card!

Curbside Delivery 
The library is open for 
browsing, but patrons 
can still use our curbside 
service!  Place your holds 
online at byronlibrary.
org or call us at 815-234-
5107.  Not sure what you 
want?  Call us for help!  
We will call or email you 
with a confirmation when 
your holds are ready to be 
picked up.  Call us when 

you arrive at the library, 
and we will bring your 
items out to you, already 
checked out.  A receipt 
with your due dates will be 
included with your items.  

Visit the Byron Library 
Facebook page, or sub-
scribe to our newsletters at 
byronlibrary.org, to keep 
up to date on library news 
and programs!  Be sure to 
also check out the Byron 
Library and Byron Library 
Teen Instagram pages!

Teens explored the Lost Mine of Phandelver at the Byron Library’s all-day D&D Extravaganza. Many thanks to the volunteer Dungeon 
Masters who made the day possible. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

AREA CHURCH  DIRECTORY

BYRON
ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH

624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor:  Vicar Michelle Wandersee
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am.  A recording of each Sunday’s 
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in the 
day.  Communion is served every Sunday.   Sunday School for ages 3 through 
Adult  is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation studies 
for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 10:00 am.  
Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom.  In person Bible 
Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday afternoon at 
1:30 pm.  Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; quilters meet twice 
monthly.  Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.org or call the church 
office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NextGen/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children’s Ministry Director: Katie Dodd
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and 
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry Wednesdays 
at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more details .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays 

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. 2nd St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 – Fr. Richard Rosinski. 
Weekday Masses: Tuesday – Friday 7:30am, Weekend Masses: Sat. 5:00 pm, 
Sun. 8:00 am and 9:30 am, Reconciliation: Fri. 8:00 am – 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30 
pm – 4:30 pm or by app.  Eucharist Adoration Fri. 8-9am   
www.saintmaryinbyron.org  secretary@saintmaryinbyron.org

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ 
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777 
Email: ucb@comcast.net 
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org 
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious 
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson 
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportunities: 
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am 
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am 
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru 5th grade) 9:30 -10:15am 
Coffee & fellowship time: 9:30am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am 
Spark Youth Group (for ages 6th grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, 5pm-7pm 
For complete ministry schedule and other activities, please check our website or 
Facebook page or contact the church office. 
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here! 

BEACON HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
“Building Faith for Life”
6467 N. German Church Rd., Byron, IL - Ph. (815) 246-2685 - beaconhillbyron.
org
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 448, Byron, IL 61010
Pastor: Gary Cortese
Service Times: Sundays at 10AM; Wednesday night Faith-Lift at 6:30PM
Find us on Facebook/Beacon Hill Assembly of God

CHANA
CHANA UNITED METHODIST

Pastor Josh Brown, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-7683. 
(E-mail address: chanaumc@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each 
month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open Minds-Open Doors.

DAVIS JUNCTION 

DAVIS JUNCTION 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors • “God’s Heart in Our Community” 
Located in town on Rt. 72 • Our Pastor is Rev. Keith Kelsey-Powell  Sunday 
Services:  Worship 10:30am, Childrens time during Worship Service. 
Fellowship following the Worship Service each Sunday. Communion the first 
Sunday of the month. Potluck luncheon following Worship every  4th Sunday, 
except in the summer months of  June, July and August. Various small groups 
meet throughout the month. For more information about the small groups please 
call 298-2310. AA meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm and Saturdays at 9am. For more 
information please visit our website WWW.DJUMC.ORG 

DIXON
LOST LAKE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

Pastor Bob Clardie 8:30am Sunday School
815-535-6990 9:30am Church Service
90 W. Flagg Road www.lostlakechurch.org
Dixon IL 61021

FORRESTON
 FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott Ralston 
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL   Phone: 815-938-2380
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship 
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.

God is Good, All the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

ST. JAMES  LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Karen Tews 
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Outreach 
and Welcome” in a beautiful rural setting.

Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.

LEAF RIVER
 ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH

9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 • Ph:815-541-4863  Sunday 
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am

VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Live Sermon Streaming: Sundays at 10:00 AM at www.facebook.com/
LEAFRIVERBC/
Archived Sermons on our YouTube channel: Leaf River Baptist Church (Until 
further notice)
9:30 Church Service. Nursery available, 11:00 Sunday school for all ages. 
Nursery available
6941 N Mt Morris Rd, Leaf River, IL  61047
815-738-2205  leafriverbc@gmail.com

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH – LCMS
immanuel-lindenwood.org (for sermons, events, etc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500 • office@immanuel-lindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 10am; 
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanuel-lindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH
101 N Galena st, P.O box 67, Lindenwood IL 
Regular worship service Sundays at 10:00am with fellowship following.
Tuesdays 10:00 am Sr Exercise!  Lunch afterwards.  Thursdays 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
Library time. Snacks and coffee. 
Everyone is welcome!

KINGS 
ELIM REFORMED CHURCH

140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068  • Pastor Marv Jacobs 
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmail.com
Website:  www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS 
DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

“By God’s grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE”
All are welcome here!
9:30 a.m. – Sunday Worship with Communion open to all, followed by fellowship 
hour
10:45 a.m. Sunday School (Sep. – May)
102 N. Maple Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054
815-734-4853   secretary@disciplesumc.org
www.disciplesumc.org
Pastor Marcia Peddicord

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054   815-734-4942  www.efcmm.org 
Senior Pastor:  Bruce McKanna.  Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m.  Morning Worship with 
Childcare and Children’s Church.

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 815-734-4573

Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. followed by fellowship time 
and Sunday School. Worship service available online, call for details.

Email: mtmorriscob@gmail.com  

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354   Rev. Josh Ehrler    

Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . Sunday 
Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept.-May) Chime Choir

 Wednesday 6:00 PM 

LITTLE PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
409 W Brayton Rd. Mt Morris, IL 61054 (Church of the Brethren Basement 
Entrance) Worship Services: 10:00 AM Sunday Morning, 7:00 PM 1st & 3rd 
Sunday Evening, 7:30 PM 2nd & 4th Wednesday Evenings of the Month.
Pastor:  Norman Reinford 779-861-3700

OREGON

EAST OREGON CHAPEL CHURCH OF GOD
East Oregon Chapel Church of God
The Sharing is Caring Church
Pastor Jesse Allen EOCCOGministries@gmail.com 107 N Daysville Rd. Oregon, IL  
Phone: 815-732-2960
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. with Sunday Worship following at  10:30 a.m. 
Breakfast is served every fifth Sunday beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday evenings both Adults (all year) & Youth (during the school year) meet 
weekly beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
In the event that Oregon Schools are not in session the Youth group does not meet 
on Wednesdays. 
Thursday morning Women’s Bible study meets at 10:30 a.m. 
We look forward to meeting you! 

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd. • 
Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com • Sunday school 9:00 a.m.  Worship 10:00 a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Dave Rogula 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 lighthouseUMC@
yahoo.com
Worship at 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of 
month. Lighthouse will lite up your life!

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL  Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604  Pastor 
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church. 

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St.  Oregon, IL 61061  Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented ministry.” 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m.; Sunday Afternoon 
Service 1:15 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th Street, Oregon, IL  61061  |  815-732-2994  |  www.oregonumc.org
Pastor Rev Megan Smick
9:00 am Adult & Youth Bible Study
10 am Worship & Children’s Sunday School
In-person or live on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/OregonUMC
5:30 pm Wednesday Night Meal 
All are welcome!

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Arnold ~ 812-236-1213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ~ contemporary style worship with coffee and 
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship is also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship. 
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ~ provides a safe and fun 
environment where kids can learn about who God is and who they are because 
of Him.
Encounter Youth Ministry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday afternoons. 
Please see our Facebook page for scheduled dates and times. 
For complete ministry info and events, visit us online at Riverstonecc.com or on 
Facebook at facebook.com/RiverStoneChristianChurch

ST. BRIDE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon 
732-7211 – Office  Rev. Eldred George   
Webpage: saintbrides.org • E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
114 S. 5th St. Oregon, IL  Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com   
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 a.m. Worship 

POLO

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, Illinois • 815-946-2848 • Luke N. Schier, Pastor       
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship 
Experience. “”THE GRAND Kids Class”  Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right 
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for 
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~ 
POLO CAMPUS

Meeting Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com 
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through engaging 
messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffee, snacks & 
fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ during 10AM 
service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June 1st .
Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo • 815-946-3588 • Jeremy Heller, Pastor
 Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available, 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-denominational 
Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

STILLMAN VALLEY
RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY

Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns  |  Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley. 
815-645-2526  |  www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday:  Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday:  AWANA (Sept – April) from 6:00 to 7:30 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY 
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Lead Pastor Barry Norris
103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL 
815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org
Sunday Morning 9am ‘Gather’ for learning & conversation, 10:15am Worship 
both onsite and online at facebook.com/VECCfSV
Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber
Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry
Please visit website for more information or contact the church office M-F 
9am-2pm

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
DAVIS JUNCTION

Pastor Brad Pittman           www.graceisforyou.com
10479 E. High Rd., Stillman Valley, IL 61084• 815-973-1369  
Worship Service:  Saturday at 5pm

WINNEBAGO
MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088
Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.
Sunday: Worship Service at 10:30 am. 
Pastor Phil Thompson 
Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com

MOUNT MORRIS
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Mary Head Retiring!
We are saddened to 

announce that long time 
librarian, Mary Head, has 
retired from the library! She 
has been here for over 35 
years and many of the com-
munity will be sad to see her 
go. There is a card available 
to sign at the library. Let’s 
all wish her the best in her 
retirement and send her off 
in style!

Lego Club Thursday, 
August 15th

Lego night is the third 
Thursday of each month. 
Join in the fun with all the 
family as they build and 
create together. Families can 
build on Thursday, August 
15th at 5:30 – 7pm! All chil-
dren and parents are invited 
every third Thursday of the 
month. Children under 8 
need to bring a parent with 
them.

Explore More Illi-
nois-Chicago Children’s 
Museum

At Chicago Children’s 
Museum, experiences are 
intentionally designed with 
the whole child in mind, 
including their cognitive, 
social, emotional, and phys-
ical development. From 
head to toe, children thrive 
and grow as they take part 

in the museum’s unique 
environments and pro-
grams. There are so many 
ways to play at Chicago 
Children’s Museum! Climb 
on our Cloud Buster, hide 
in a tree house, construct a 
skyscraper, tinker with real 
tools, fish in a river, make art 
you can take home and so 
much more. 4 Admissions 
for the Price of 1=$20 ad-
mission for up to 4 visitors. 
No advance reservations are 
required for Explore More 
Illinois users. Please go to 
the museum ticket desk and 
show your reservation to 
receive your discount. Photo 
ID WILL be required for 
redemption. Explore More 
Illinois users can access 
and reserve passes from 
any of our attractions on 
the Mount Morris Library 
website, mtmorris-il.org, 
under the resources page. 
Visit the website to browse 
attractions.

Adult Book Club Meet-
ing Monday, August 26th

Everyone is welcome to 
join this book club group! 
Copies of the book are avail-
able at the library.   Meeting 
will be held at the library on 
July 29th at 3:30pm.

Cookbook Club Next 
Meeting September 3rd 

Join us as we explore 
The Cookbook Club! Won-
derful recipes combined 
with friendship creates 
something both beautiful 
and delicious! Come in, 
choose your recipe, and 
bring your dish to pass at 
our next meeting! Join us on 
September 3rd, 6pm at The 
Senior Center for another 
exciting meal!

Hot Spots available at 
Mount Morris Library

The library has 2 hotspots 
available to check out for use 
at home. These are available 
to Mount Morris Library 
card holders and will be 
checked out for fourteen 
days. Get more information 
from a librarian if you would 
like to use this free service!

Story Time! Wednes-
days at 11:15am

We will be reading books 
and the children will create a 
craft this Wednesday. Story 
time is every Wednesday 
@11:15, bring your little 
ones to enjoy stories and a 
craft at the Mount Morris 
Library! 

Lions Club Glasses and 
Hearing Aids Collections

Donation boxes for eye-
glass recycling are available 
at the library. When the box-
es are full, they are picked 

up by local Lions members 
and dropped off at collection 
depots. These recycled eye-
glasses are given to people 
in need, with the help of 
various medical mission-
aries, in Central and South 
America and around the 
world. When the eyeglasses 
arrive in these countries, 
doctors and technicians con-
duct eye exams and provide 
a free pair of prescription 
eyeglasses that are as close 
as possible to that person’s 
sight needs. When donating 
HEARING AIDS, please be 
sure to place them in a small 
box or hard-covered case so 
they do not get crushed or 
damaged. 

Display Case Showings
We are always looking 

for collectors or artists who 
are willing to share their 
treasures in our display 
cases.  If you are interested, 
please call, 815-734-4927. 

Axis360  i s  now 
BOUNDLESS

Your library’s Axis 360 
digital service has been 
upgraded to Boundless. 
The library can provide you 
with information about the 
transition to Boundless. All 
your user info and history, 
including holds position, 
bookmarks, notes, and other 

saved data will be seamless-
ly transitioned to the new 
Boundless platform. 

Adult Programming
We would love to hear 

from you.  Do you have 
any program ideas?  Do 
evenings or weekends work 
better?  Do you have a 
program you would like to 
share/lead?  Contact Mary 
Cheatwood at the library 
through email at mmlib@
mtmorris-il.org or call 815-
734-4927.

Memorial Gifts
Give a gift that lasts, 

brings joy to many, and dou-
bles in value. Your memorial 
gift to the library is matched 
by the Mt. Morris Library 
Foundation, doubling your 
generosity! Many thanks to 
all who gave memorial gifts 
in 2023.

Newspaper Available!
We will now be receiving 

the Dixon Telegraph daily! 
We receive the Ogle County 
Life, Sauk Valley, and Mt. 
Morris Times. If you want 
to keep up with the local 
news-stop on by!

Curbside Service is 
available!

We want to remind ev-
eryone that you still have 
the option of having your 
materials delivered to your 

vehicle.  If you have holds 
waiting for you, call us to 
tell us you are on your way, 
and we will bring them out 
to your vehicle when you 
arrive.  Call us if you need 
more information.

Additional Services 
Offered

We make copies ($0.25 
per black and white page). 
We fax ($2 for the first page 
and $0.50 each additional 
page). We can scan a doc-
ument and send it to email 
($2 per document). You can 
use a computer without a 
library card for $1.00. Re-
sume software is available 
on our computers.  Come 
visit us and let us help you!

Library Board Meet-
ings

This month’s board 
meeting will be held on 
August 14, 2024, rather 
than August 21 as usual. 
Monthly board meetings 
are the third Wednesday 
of the month at 7pm at the 
library unless otherwise 
noted.  The public is wel-
come to attend.

The Mount Morris Pub-
lic Library is located at 105 
S. McKendrie Ave. Mt. 
Morris IL 61054 – 815-734-
4927 Fax-815-734-6035 
www.mtmorris-il.org

The following events are 
happening at the Mt. Mor-
ris Senior & Community 
Center!

Diamond Painting
August 16th - Diamond 

Painting – You are welcome 
to join our club.  Meeting on 
the first and third Friday at 

11:00 am.  No experience 
required.  Paintings are for 
sale in various price ranges.

Bingocize!
August 9th and 12th -  Try 

something New – Bingo-
cize!  This is a unique solu-
tion that mixes exercise, 
health education and Bingo 

to help overcome health 
problems in participants 
across the entire spectrum 
of care.  This 10 week pro-
gram meets twice a week at 
1:00 pm for about ½ an hour 
each time.  Sign up today!

Hagemann/Miller Me-
morial Golf Outing

We would love for you to 
join us for our annual golf 
outing that will take place 
on Saturday, September 7th.  
We are looking for hole 
sponsors, donors of prizes 
and goodie bag items, and 
of course, golfers!  Shot-
gun start at 2:00 pm with 

a steak dinner at 5:00 pm.  
The cost for each golfer is 
$60.  Others are welcome to 
attend dinner only for $25.  
Please contact Melissa at 
The Center.

Sponsor a Chair!
We are in the process 

of replacing our worn out 

chairs and can use your 
help.  For $50.00 per chair 
you can sponsor one of the 
new chairs we are hoping 
to purchase.  Stop by the 
center during open hours 
(9am to 1 pm) and talk 
with Melissa.  All help is 
appreciated!

Preschool Story Time
(18 months – 6 years) – 

Sessions begin again on 
Monday, September 9 at 10 
am. Registraton is required.

Local Author Open 
Mic Night

Thursday, August 8th at 
6:30pm. Local authors are 
invited to an open mic night 
to share poetry, short stories, 
excerpts of their novels and 
more. Come and support 
our local authors.  Authors 
and participants can register 
at www.oregonpublicli-
brary.com or call (815) 
732-2724 for more informa-
tion.  Registration required.

Produce Swap
August 17th from 10am – 

6:00pm. Food Swaps are lo-
cal gatherings where people 
swap excess homegrown 
produce and gardening ex-
tras. Items may include fruit, 
vegetables, herbs, eggs, 
seeds, seedlings, gardening 
tips and worm juice, but 
may easily extend to skill 
shares, stories and seasonal 
recipes.  Take some, leave 
some or both!  Have too 
much in your garden, bring 
to the library for others to 
enjoy.  Food can be brought 
in beginning at 9:00am 
through 4:00pm.  Any food 
left at 6:00pm will be donat-
ed to local pantries. 

Ink with A Friend 

Monthly Card Club
Monday, August 19th at 

6:00pm. Sending personal 
cards to your friends and 
family is a way to let them 
know you care and are 
thinking about them. All 
designs include beautiful 
colored cardstock, gor-
geous designer series paper, 
detailed stamped images, 
die cut pieces, matching 
ink, ribbon, and embel-
lishments.  All cards come 
with matching envelopes. 
Whether you’re a new card 
maker or a seasoned pro, 
our kits are suited to every 
skill level. Don’t wait! 
Sign up today to reserve 
your spot. Oregon Patrons 
only.  Registration required 
(815) 732-2724 or www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com

Try It Tuesday
Tuesday, August 20th at 

1:30pm or 5:30pm (Choose 
your time slot) Epoxy Resin 
Jewelry. Create unique 
crystal-clear or colorful 
pieces of jewelry in no 
time at all. Once cured, 
resin is unbreakable and a 
definite eye-catcher!   This 
an adult only class, 18 and 
up.  Registration required, 
please call (815) 732-2724 
or visit www.oregonpubli-
clibrary.com.

Friends Trivia Night at 
Cork N Tap

Wednesday, August 
28th at 6:30pm. Are you a 
Friends fan?  This trivia is 
for you!  Grab 6 of your 
closest Friends fans and 
play for prizes at Cork 
N Tap.  Registration re-
quired, www.oregonpub-
liclibrary.com.  Teams of 6 
ONLY.  There is a limited 
number of teams, so don’t 
wait to register.

Passport Fair
Saturday, September 

14th, 10am -2pm at Byron 
Public Library. The Oregon 
Public Library is hosting a 
special passport event at 
the Byron Public Library, 
100 S. Washington St, 
Byron, IL, on Saturday, 
September 14, 2024 from 
10 am to 2 pm to provide 
passport information to 
U.S. citizens and to accept 
passport applications. U.S. 
citizens must present a valid 
passport book when enter-
ing or re-entering the United 
States by air. U.S. citizens 
entering the United States 
from Canada, Mexico, the 
Caribbean and Bermuda at 
land borders and sea ports 
of entry must present a pass-
port book, passport card, 
or other travel documents 
approved by the U.S. gov-
ernment. Information on the 
cost and how to apply for a 
U.S. passport is available 

at travel.state.gov or contact 
the Oregon Public Library 
at 1-815-732-2724. U.S. cit-
izens may also obtain pass-
port information by phone, 
in English and Spanish, by 
calling the National Pass-
port Information Center 
toll-free at 1-877-487-2778.

Book Clubs
The 2WBC meets 

Wednesday, August 14 
at 12:30 to discuss The 
Notebook by Nicholas 
Sparks. Cocktails & Crimes 
will meet Sunday, August 
18.  The Afternoon Book 
Club meets Wednesday, 
August 21 at 1 pm to discuss 
The Lacuna by Barbara 
Kingsolver.  Books on Tap 
Book Club meets Thursday, 
August 22 at 6 pm at Cork 
& Tap to discuss The Clinic 
by Cate Quinn. Is This Just 
Fantasy? Book Club will 
meet August 20th  to discuss 
Even Though I Knew the 
End by C. L. Polk.

Functional Yin-Yasa
Wednesdays, 9:30 

am Functional Yin-Yasa 
- This class is a hybrid of 
yang (active yoga) with 
yin (passive yoga). We 
will use fundamental yoga 
postures combined with 
functional movements to 
build strength and warmth 
followed by passive, long 
held poses to help with flex-

ibility and mobility of the 
joints and soft tissues. A 
yoga mat and blocks will be 
useful props for this class! 
All levels welcome.  Oregon 
Library Patrons only. Reg-
istration required, this class 
fills quickly.  Please call 
(815) 732-2724 or vis-
it http://www.oregonpubli-
clibrary.com

Knit & Crochet is 
BACK!

Mondays at 1:00pm. 
This group meets every 
Monday at 1 pm and is open 
to anyone.  From beginner 
to expert, all skill level are 
welcome to join.   Bring 
any hand craft and work on 
it while socializing.  Need 
help getting started with 
your knitting project, stop in 
on a Monday.  Registration 
is requested, visit www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com or 
call  (815) 732-2724.

Find A Character 
Ticket!

What is a Character 
Ticket? A character Ticket 
represents an image of a 
character from that specific 
book.  Character Tickets 
will be hidden in various 
books in the children/youth 
book collection. After you 
check out a book and find a 
character ticket in the book, 
you may adopt that charac-
ter doll and take it home. 

Open to Oregon Public 
Library cardholders only.

O re g o n  Wr i t e r s 
Group

Meets the 2nd Tuesday 
of the month at 10:00am. 
The OWG is a gathering of 
writers or writer-wannabes 
who meet to support each 
other and further their own 
writing.  The purpose of 
the group is to help and 
encourage you in your 
writing.  If you need brain-
storming ideas, we can help 
suggest ideas or aid with 
the creative process. 

Passport Services
The Oregon Public 

Library offers Passport 
Application Processing. 
Patrons seeking Passport 
Services should call the 
Library prior to their visit 
to ensure that an official 
processor is available at 
that time and for a checklist 
of items, you will need for 
the appointment.

OPLD Dial-A-Sto-
ry & Oregon Public 
Library StoryWalk @
Oregon Park West

Call 815-732-2724, 
follow the prompts and 
presto...a story! Current 
story-The Boy Who Said 
Wow by Todd Boss. At the 
StoryWalk is The Enor-
mous Carrot by Vladimir 
Vagin.

MT. MORRIS PUBLIC LIBRARY NEWS

OREGON PUBLIC LIBRARY NEWS

MT. MORRIS SENIOR CENTER NEWS

The Polo Cub Scout Pack 337 had a swimming party 
July 31. They also had pizza and cupcakes to eat. The 

kids enjoyed themselves in the pool and so did the 
adults that were there. The pack is in the process of 
rebuilding. The leaders of the pack are: Cub Master 
Heather Roop, Committee Member and Den Leader 

Courtney Meader and Committee Chair Person Lindy 
Diehl. (Courtesy photo)

Polo Cub Scout Pack 337 
holds swimming party
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LOCAL NEWS

Weekly Brain Busters

Ogle County 2024 4-H Fair announces General Project winners
OREGON — The 

Ogle County 4-H Fair was 
held July 31-Aug. 4 at the 
Ogle County Fairgrounds 
in Oregon, where 446 
4-H project exhibits were 
judged on and showcased 
by Ogle County’s 284 4-H 
members in 13 clubs. 

4-H fairs are held na-
tionally to allow youth to 
exhibit a product that has 
resulted from an in-depth 
yearlong study in an area 
of interest to them. As part 
of the exhibition, non-an-
imal exhibitors meet one-
on-one with project judges 
to receive feedback about 
their displays and gather 
ideas for future project 
expansion. 

At the Ogle County 4-H 
Fair, competition exists at 
two levels. 4-H’ers first 
compete against them-
selves for exhibit ratings.  
Every exhibit — animal or 
non-animal — is assigned 
a rating of blue, red, or 
white. Blue ratings are 
awarded to youth with 
entries that meet class 
guidelines and represent 
high-quality work. White 

ratings are assigned when 
entries do not meet class 
guidelines or exhibits are 
low quality. Red ribbons 
are assigned for exhibits 
falling somewhere in 
between.

Once ratings have been 
assigned, all of the blue 
rating award winners com-
pete against one another 
for the chance to become 
class champions or overall 
division winners. Some 
blue-awarded non-animal 
exhibits are also selected 
each year to represent 
Ogle County 4-H at the 
Illinois State Fair.

Many thanks go to the 
hundreds of 4-H leaders, 
helpers, fair committee 
members, judges, auc-
tioneers, and supporters 
who make this annual 
educational extravaganza 
possible! 

Aerospace
Top of Class Model 

Rocketry Exhibit: Maxx 
Wiltfang, Leaf River Busy 
Beavers 4-H Club. Grand 
Champion Aerospace Ex-
hibit: Maxx Wiltfang, 
Leaf River Busy Beavers 

4-H Club. Reserve Grand 
Champion Aerospace Ex-
hibit: Eralynn Wiltfang, 
Leaf River Busy Beavers 
4-H Club. 

Animal Science
Top of Class Beef Study 

Exhibit (3 or more years): 
Addison Yordy, Leaf Riv-
er Busy Beavers 4-H Club. 
Top of Class Cat Study Ex-
hibit (1 – 2 years): Lauren 
Hickman, By-Y-Badgers 
4-H Club. Top of Class Cat 
Study Exhibit (3 or more 
years): Kaden Lingbeck, 
Leaf River Soaring Eagles 
4-H Club. Top of Class 
Dog Study Exhibit (1 – 2 
years): Kenzie Hongser-
meier, Leaf River Busy 
Beavers 4-H Club. Top of 
Class Dog Study Exhibit 
(3 or more years): Anne 
Kennedy, Hub Hickory 
Nuts 4-H Club. Top of 
Class Goat Study Exhibit 
(1 – 2 years): Bristol Clark, 
Carefree 4-H Club. Top of 
Class Goat Study Exhibit 
(3 or more years): Ayliv-
ia Danekas, Pine Creek 
Valley 4-H Club. Top of 
Class Guinea Pig Study 
Exhibit (1 – 2 years):  

Chloe Felda, Ogle Jolly 
4-H Club. Top of Class 
Horse & Pony Study Ex-
hibit (1 – 2 years): Lydia 
Sherburn, Leaf River 
Soaring Eagles 4-H Club. 
Top of Class Horse & Pony 
Study Exhibit (3 or more 
years): Charlie DeShazo, 
Carefree 4-H Club. Top 
of Llama/Alpaca Study 
Exhibit (1 – 2 years): 
Elizabeth Kennedy, Hub 
Hickory Nuts 4-H Club. 
Top of Class Llama/Al-
paca Study Exhibit (3 or 
more years): Jenna Heller, 
Grand Detour Greens 
4-H Club. Top of Class 
Poultry Study Exhibit (1 
– 2 years): Hayden Capes, 
Hub Hickory Nuts 4-H 
Club. Top of Class Poultry 
Study Exhibit (3 or more 
years): Shelby Harbaugh, 
Carefree 4-H Club. Top of 
Class Rabbit Study Exhib-
it (1 – 2 years): Leo Day, 
Blackhawk Crossing 4-H 
Club. Top of Class Rabbit 
Study Exhibit (3 or more 
years): Aylivia Danekas, 
Pine Creek Valley 4-H 
Club. Top of Class Small 
Pets Study Exhibit (1 – 2 

years): Leo Koziol, Ogle 
County Clovers 4-H Club. 
Grand Champion Animal 
Science Exhibit: Shelby 
Harbaugh, Carefree 4-H 
Club. Reserve Grand 
Champion Animal Sci-
ence Exhibit... Addison 
Yordy, Leaf River Busy 
Beavers 4-H Club.

Child Development
Top of Class Child 

Development: Anna Mar-
quardt, Carefree 4-H Club. 
Grand Champion Child 
Development Exhibit: 
Anna Marquardt, Carefree 
4-H Club. Reserve Grand 
Champion Child Devel-
opment Exhibit: Kaitlyn 
Adams, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club.

College and Career 
Readiness: Top of Class 
Build Your Future: Anna 
Marquardt, Carefree 4-H 
Club.

Computer Science
Top of Class Begin-

ning Visual Programming 
Exhibit: Jabob Feldhaus, 
By-Y-Badgers 4-H Club. 
Top of Class Advanced 
Visual Programming Ex-
hibit: David Wehler, Leaf 

River Soaring Eagles 4-H 
Club. Grand Champion 
Computer Science Ex-
hibit: David Wehler, Leaf 
River Soaring Eagles 4-H 
Club. Reserve Grand 
Champion Computer 
Science Exhibit: Jacob 
Feldhaus, By-Y-Badgers 
4-H Club.

Creative Writing
Top of Class Creative 

Writing Exhibit: David 
Wehler, Leaf River Soar-
ing Eagles 4-H Club.

Crops
Top of Class Soybeans 

Exhibit: Cooper Alderks, 
Carefree 4-H Club. Top of 
Class Corn Exhibit: Coo-
per Alderks, Carefree 4-H 
Club. Top of Class Small 
Grains Exhibit: Cooper 
Alderks, Carefree 4-H 
Club. Top of Class Hay 
Exhibit: Wesley Clark, 
Carefree 4-H Club. Grand 
Champion Crops Exhibit: 
Cooper Alderks, Carefree 
4-H Club. Reserve Grand 
Champion Crops Exhibit: 
Cooper Alderks, Carefree 
4-H Club.

See 4-H FAIR pg 11



MONDAY, AUG. 12, 2024SECTION B • PAGE 8 • OGLE COUNTY LIFE/ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

Youth programs, schools 
and non-profit groups look 
to our businesses first when 
fundraising. These community-

minded businesses donate faithfully 
to local youth sports programs, 
community clubs, nonprofit groups 
and churches – just to name a few. 
Shouldn’t we look to those same 
businesses first when we need goods 
and services? Of course we should!

High rate of return. For every 
$100 spent in independently 
owned stores, $68 returns to the 
community through payroll, taxes 

and other expenditures. Online orders 
return absolutely nothing to Ogle 
County, IL.

Seeking health care in your 
hometown brings the comforts 
of receiving qualified care from 
people you know and trust. 

Whether it be a trip to the dentist, 
regular health care screenings, a visit 
to a specialist or an emergency, you 
need not travel. It’s all right here.

Banking with people who 
know you is a luxury found 
only in hometowns. You don’t 
have to show your ID every time 

you go in. You can get a loan from 
people who know you and understand 
your needs, whether it be money for 
your first car or to help your business 
grow. Local banks believe in the value 
of community members helping one 
another.

No one wants to have to make 
an insurance claim, but it’s 
painless when your agent is 
your neighbor. You don’t have 

to convince them that there was a hail 
storm, or that the wind nearly took your 
roof off. They know because they live 

here. Which do you want when you’ve 
had a bad day: A face-to-face meeting 
with your local agent, or a machine 
answering the phone at that big 
national insurer that advertises on TV?

Time is money. It’s simple math 
(especially when you figure in 
gas mileage.) Shopping locally 
can actually save you both time 

and money!

Customer service after 
the sale is invaluable. 
Local retailers not only take 
responsibility for the product 

they sold, they will often fix it or replace 
it – no questions asked. Appliances, 
furniture, computers and electronics 
sometimes have glitches. Would you 
rather box yours up, send it to who 
knows where, and wait six to eight 
weeks, or just go back to the nice guy 
that helped you when you bought it?

Keeping it local encourages 
community growth. By 
choosing to do business locally, 
you help maintain Rochelle’s 

diversity, charm and appeal; which 
attracts new community members.

One word: Jobs. When you 
do business of any kind in Ogle 
County, it creates and maintains 
jobs for others in our area . 

A healthy employment rate is the 
cornerstone of all economies.
How can you help the economy 
recover? Start at home.

9 Biggest  
Benefits

Of Shopping  
Ogle County 

First

1

5

9

2

6

3

7

4

8

ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

Community Unity

Ogle County
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MARKETPLACE

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF
DONALD E. DIRKSEN, 
Deceased
IN PROBATE
No. 2024 PR 39

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE IS GIVEN of 
the death of DONALD 
E. DIRKSEN of Ore-
gon, Illinois. Letters 
of officer were issued 
on July 19, 2024, to 
Nancy L. Boyden of 
Martin, Tennessee, as 
Independent Executor, 
whose attorney is Eric 
D. Morrow, of SMITH & 
BIRKHOLZ, P.C. at 129 
S. Fourth Street, PO 
Box  10, Oregon, Illinois 
61061.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
office of the clerk, or 
with the representative, 
or both, on or before 
January 29, 2025, or 
within 3 months from 
the date of mailing or 
delivery of notice to 
creditors, if required 
by Section 18-3 of the 
Illinois Probate Act of 
1975, as amended, 
whichever date is later. 
Any claim not filed on 
or before that date is 
barred.
Copies of claims filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the estate legal rep-
resentative and to the 
attorney within 10 days 
after the claim has 
been filed.
NANCY L. BOYDEN, 
Independent Executor
No. 0730
(July 29, Aug. 5 and 12, 
2024)

NOTICE
School Board Candi-
date Petition Packets 
Available 
The Ogle County 
Clerk’s office will have 
School Board candi-
date petition packets 
available beginning 
August 20, 2024.  The 
packets will be posted 
on the Ogle County 
website at www.ogle-
county.org and can 
also be picked up at the 
County Clerk’s office 
during business hours. 
Candidates may circu-
late packets beginning 
August 20, 2024. Pack-
ets must be filed with 
the Clerk’s office during 
the week of November 
12-18, 2024. 
The Oregon School 
District will have four 
(4) open seats for the 
April 1, 2025 Election.
No. 0807
(August 12, 2024)

NOTICE
THE BOARD OF ED-
UCATION OF BYRON 
COMMUNITY UNIT 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
NO. 226, OGLE COUN-
TY, ILLINOIS 
NOTICE OF AVAIL-
ABILITY OF TENTA-
TIVE BUDGET FOR 
PUBLIC INSPECTION 
AND PUBLIC HEAR-
ING 
PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN BY 
the Board of Education 
of Byron Community 
Unit School District No. 
226, Ogle County, Illi-
nois, that the tentative 
budget for said School 
District for the fiscal 
year beginning July 1, 
2024 and ending June 
30, 2025, will be on 
file and conveniently 
available for public in-
spection at the District’s 
Administrative Offices 
located at 696 North 
Colfax Street, Byron, 
Illinois in this school 
District from 8:00 a.m. 
through 4:00 p.m. each 
weekday, excluding 
public holidays, begin-
ning August 1, 2024.  
Notice is further given 
that a public hearing 
on said budget will be 
held on September 19, 
2024, at 5:45 p.m. The 
public hearing will be 

held at the Byron High 
School Board of Educa-
tion Room, 696 Colfax 
Street, Byron, Illinois in 
this School District. The 
purpose of the hearing 
will be to present the 
tentative budget and re-
ceive public comments 
on the budget.
By order of the Board 
of Education of Byron 
Community Unit School 
District No. 226, Ogle 
County, Illinois.  
Dated this 22nd day of 
July 2024 
Phil Kesler  
Secretary, Board of Ed-
ucation 
Byron Community Unit 
School District No. 226 
Ogle County, Illinois
No. 0808
(August 12, 2024)

NOTICE
Election Timelines (PA 
103-0600) - The law 
makes changes to the 
time and manner of fil-
ing for candidates run-
ning for public office, 
including school board 
candidtaes. Specifical-
ly, it changes the peti-
tion timeline such that 
they must be filed with 
the election authority 
not more than 141 (in-
stead of 113) nor less 
than 134 days before 
the concolidated elec-
tion. For this election 
cycle, this means that 
petitions may be circu-
lated starting August 
20, 2024, and shall be 
filed between Novem-
ber 12-18, 2024. The 
bill has an effective 
date of July 1, 2024.
No. 0810
(August 12, 2024)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed 
or issued a permit. 
Your Hometown 
Newspaper strongly 
urges any parent or 
guardian to verify the 

validity of the license 
of any facility before 
placing a child in its 
care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

Auction 
Due to retiring, the following will be offered at Public Auction located at 1518 Baseline Road, 
LaMoille, IL 61330. Directions—from Ohio, IL on Rt 26 north 2 miles to Baseline Rd, then east 
6½ miles OR from Mendota take Rt 34 west to Rt 92 continue west 2 miles to 2650 E St, north 
2 miles to Baseline Rd to sale site. Watch for Auction signs.        See advance salebills, possible color photos on our 
website at auctionzip.com-Public auction service or LennyBrysonAuctioneer.com 

FFRRIIDDAAYY,,  AAUUGGUUSSTT  2233,,  22002244  
1100::0000  AAMM                                    LLuunncchh  SSttaanndd  

 
Will start with Live Auction at 10:00 AM and with online bidding for machinery at 12:00 Noon.                                

Online Bidding available through EquipmentFacts  www.EquipmentFacts.com 
For registration questions, please contact EquipmentFacts at 908-788-2025.    

Online Buyer Premium 4.5% charged. Live Simulcast bidding day of sale and prebidding available ahead of auction. 
 

TTRRAACCTTOORRSS  --  CCOOMMBBIINNEE  --  SSPPRRAAYYEERRSS  --  TTRRUUCCKKSS    
Ford Versatile 9680, 20.8x42 duals, 4099 hrs (D102626); JD 4840, cab, 520/85Rx38 duals, 
shows 3820 hrs (01515); JD 4630, cab, quick hitch, 20.8/38 duals, shows 5753 hrs (025404R); 
MH 44 (not running); JD 8820 combine, chopper, 2856 hrs (565214); JD 8820 combine, 
chopper, 4656 hrs (516717);JD 8820 combine parts only; JD 843 corn head, tin snouts, down 
corn reel; head moving cart; JD 925 platform (681803); Unverferth HT25 head mover; JD 925 
grain platform w/head cart; 2—JD 6000 sprayers; JD 6000 sprayer for parts; Semi sprayer 
trailer, tandem axle; Sprayer trailer w pintle hitch; 1986 KW T600 w/water tank. 
 

MMAACCHHIINNEERRYY  
Kinze 3600 16-31 interplant, notil coulters, , corn & bean units, radar monitor; Brillion Land 
Commander 7 shk w/drag; Krause TL6200-36 soil finisher w5 bar spike drag; IH 490 disk 20’ 
w/7½” spacings (37457); JD 5B semi mtd plow; 1B plow; 1R corn planter homemade; JD 400 
rotary hoe 30’ w/end transport; 2 drag carts; Blu-Jet 19 knife Nh3 applicator w/ground driven 
pump; Bush Hog 12715 Legend 15’ batwing; Woods 6’ rotary mower; NI snowblower 3pt, lg 
1000 PTO; 3pt forklift w/extra forks; DMI Big-Little grain wagon; DMI gravity wagon w/auger; 2 
tandem axle trailers; tandem tag trailer w/water tank; 1500 gal water tank; Hutchinson augers—
13”x36’, 10”x60’, 8”x60’; 2 Westfield 10”x71’ hopper augers; Sudenga 10”x30’ PTO auger; 5 
hopper augers; 4 drive over pit augers; steel wheeled pull type road grader. 

MMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  
1,000 gal fuel tank w/ pump; 1,000 gal LP tank; lots of tractor parts include JD 404 engines, JD 
wide front; JD 30 series wgts, JD Rollo-Matic front end; Kinze ins boxes & bracket; JD 20 
series combine parts; truck axles; 3pt head mover; Nh3 closing disks; lots of hand tools; 
horizontal twin cyl air compressor; large portable welder w/Hercules engine; Acetylene torch 
set; hyd press; drill press; chop saw; anvil; pallet jack; vise; tire cart, bolt organizer; battery 
chargers; pressure washers; radial arm saw; 3T floor jack; several lg screw jacks; various 
electric motors; lg variety of used tires; Cub Cadet Zero Turn mower; lots more misc. 

HHOOWWAARRDD  ZZIIMMMMEERRLLEEIINN——OOWWNNEERR  
881155--555577--88776666  

 
Auctioneers:                     Polo, IL 61064                             Clerks: Public Auction Service                   
Lenny Bryson (IL#0440000158) 815-946-4120                Lyle (IL#0440000185), Sheryl & John Hopkins 
Mark Ebert (IL#0440000341)                       815-441-1251, 815-946-2660 or 815-994-1836 
 
Terms - Cash, good check, Master Card, Visa and Discover credit cards. All items must be 
settled for day of sale. Number system will be used, have proper ID. Not responsible for 
accidents or merchandise  after sold.  

OREGON/MT. MORRIS
Newer 1, 2 & 3 BR APTS.  

Water, sewer, garbage inc.  
w/most units. HOUSES 

some w/garages, all in like 
new condition.  

Starting at $425/mo.
815-734-4348
815-590-2302

1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(next to D&W Garage)

Storage Unit Sizes:
5ʼ x 10ʼ     10ʼ x 10ʼ

10ʼ x 15ʼ  10ʼ x 20ʼ  10ʼx30ʼ

Class-A CDL
Drivers Wanted

$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to

$33/per hour
Local Trucking 

Company seeking 
full time,

year- round driver to 
haul grain.

815-938-3644
Please

leave message.
09052022

A&T Auction Services, LLC
Travis Cunningham 

(815) 297-4595
Located in Forreston, IL

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds

815-946-4120 
 

Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.

Auctions – Real Estate 
Appraisals

Online Auctions 
Now Available 
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436

Hacksauction.com

Remmer Schuetz  
Auction Service

Sales of All Kinds
5936 S. Watertown Rd.

Ashton, IL
847-878-1491

 

The Kersten’s are taking  
orders for  

Michigan Peaches and 
Blueberries. 

Contact: 
779-861-2546

PIA#95

815-262-3900

Refrigerators
Freezers
Washers/Dryers
Stoves
Air Conditioners
Dehumidifiers

New, Used, 
Scratch & Dent

New MilfordNew Milford
RefrigerationRefrigeration

We also 
carry a large 
selection of 
refurbished 
appliances 

with a 
warranty.

6331 6331 11th Street11th Street | Rockford | Rockford

06122024
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SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

Gabriel Mack
pineview@daystar.io

Phone • Fax
779-251-0254 • 815-946-4372

SERVICES

Tree Trimming 
& Removal

Stump Grinding
Storm Clean Up

Lawncare
Landscaping

Spring & Fall Clean-Up
Shrubbery Trimming 

& Planting
Mulching

Forestry Cutting

05202024

Drones: Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicles/Sys-
tems

Top of Class UAV 
Display: Trent Heller, 
Grand Detour Greens 
4-H Club. Grand Cham-
pion Drones: Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicles/Systems 
Exhibit: Trent Heller, 
Grand Detour Greens 
4-H Club.

Electricity
Top of Class Elec-

tricity I Exhibit: Owen 
Collins, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club. Top of Class Elec-
tricity II Exhibit: Cora 
Herring, Hub Hickory 
Nuts 4-H Club. Grand 
Champion Electricity 
Exhibit: Cora Herring, 
Hub Hickory Nuts 4-H 
Club. Reserve Grand 
Champion Electricity 
Exhibit: Owen Collins, 
Ogle Jolly 4-H Club.

Entomology General
Top of Class Ento-

mology I Exhibit: James 
Runte, Pine Creek Val-
ley 4-H Club. 

Entomology Bee-
keeping 

Top of Class Beekeep-
ing I Exhibit: Gregory 
Dorwaldt, Ogle County 
Clovers 4-H Club. Grand 
Champion Entomol-
ogy Exhibit: Gregory 
Dorwaldt, Ogle County 
Clovers 4-H Club. Re-
serve Grand Champion 
Entomology Exhibit: 
James Runte, Pine Creek 
Valley 4-H Club. 

Family Heritage
Top of Class Fam-

ily Heritage Exhibit: 
Harmony Coy, Black-
hawk Cross ing  4-H 
Club. Grand Champion 
Family Heritage Exhib-
it: Harmony Coy, Black-
hawk Cross ing  4-H 
Club. Reserve Grand 
Champion Family Her-
itage Exhibit: Bethany 
Akins, Grand Detour 
Greens 4-H Club. 

Geology
Top of Class Geology 

Pebble Pups I Exhibit: 
Shelby Harbaugh, Care-
free 4-H Club. Top of 
Class Geology Pebble 
Pups II Exhibit: Colton 
Gehrke, By-Y-Badgers 
4-H Club. Grand Cham-
pion Geology Exhibit: 
Colton Gehrke, By-Y-
Badgers 4-H Club. Re-
serve Grand Champion 
Geology Exhibit: Shelby 
Harbaugh, Carefree 4-H 
Club.

Health
Top of Class Health 

III Exhibit: Lydia Sher-
burne, Leaf River Soar-
ing Eagles 4-H Club. 
Grand Champion Health 
Exhibit: Lydia Sher-
burne, Leaf River Soar-
ing Eagles 4-H Club. 

Horticulture: Flori-
culture

Top of Class Floricul-
ture A Exhibit: Hunter 
Kremske, Blackhawk 
Crossing 4-H Club. Top 
of Class Floriculture B 
Exhibit: Lena Janoski, 
Ogle Jolly 4-H Club. 
Top of Class Floricul-
ture C Exhibit: Lauren 
Hickman, By-Y-Badgers 
4-H Club. Top of Class 
Floriculture D Exhibit: 
Mason Zabran, Carefree 
4-H Club. Top of Class 
Floriculture Display: 
Nicholas Cassens, By-
Y-Badgers 4-H Club. 
Grand Champion Hor-
ticulture: Floriculture 
Exhibit: Nicholas Cas-
sens, By-Y-Badgers 4-H 
Club. Reserve Grand 
Champion Horticulture: 
Floriculture Exhibit: 
Lena Janoski, Ogle Jolly 
4-H Club. 

Horticulture:  Vege-
table, Herbs, & Fruits

Top of Class Herb 
Container Display Ex-
hibit :  Lena Janoski, 
Ogle Jolly 4-H Club. 

Top of Class Vegetable/
Fruit Display Exhibit: 
Harper Bruns, Carefree 
4-H Club. Top of Class 
Vegetable Plates Ex-
hibit: Alayna Swanson, 
By-Y-Badgers 4-H Club. 
Top of Class Vegeta-
ble Gardening Display 
– Other Exhibit: Ella 
Beran, Grand Detour 
Greens 4-H Club. Top 
of Class Fruit Plates Ex-
hibit: Hunter Kremske, 
Blackhawk Crossing 
4-H Club. Top of Class 
Most Unusual or Odd 
Shaped Vegetable or 
Fruit  Exhibit :  Tessa 
Bruns, Carefree 4-H 
Club. Top of Class Dec-
orated Vegetable  or 
Fruit  Exhibit:  Alyse 
Rogers, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club. Grand Champion 
Horticulture: Vegeta-
bles, Herbs & Fruits 
Exhibit: Harper Bruns, 
Carefree 4-H Club. Re-
serve Grand Champion 
Horticulture: Vegeta-
bles, Herbs & Fruits 
Exhibit:Lena Janoski, 
Ogle Jolly 4-H Club.

Intercultural
Top of Class Passport 

to the World Exhibit: 
Anne Kennedy, Hub 
Hickory Nuts 4-H Club. 
Top of Class Diversity 
& Cultural Awareness, 
Individual Exhibit Eliz-
abeth Kennedy, Hub 
Hickory Nuts 4-H Club. 
Grand Champion Inter-
cultural Exhibit: Eliz-
abeth Kennedy, Hub 
Hickory Nuts 4-H Club. 
Reserve Grand Champi-
on Intercultural Exhibit: 
Anne Kennedy, Hub 
Hickory Nuts 4-H Club. 

Interior Design
Top of Class Design 

Decisions, Beginning 
Exhibit: Cora Mickley, 
Hub Hickory Nuts 4-H 
Club. Grand Champion 
Interior Design Exhib-
it: Cora Mickley, Hub 
Hickory Nuts 4-H Club.

Nature: Natural Re-
sources & Outdoor 
Adventures

Top of Class Outdoor 
Adventures Exhibi t : 
Alex Booker, By-Y-Bad-
gers 4-H Club. Grand 
Champion Nature: Natu-
ral Resources & Outdoor 
Adventures Exhibi t : 
Alex Booker, By-Y-Bad-
gers 4-H Club. 

Nature: Fishing & 
Wildlife

Top of Class Sports-
fishing I Exhibit: Al-
yse Rogers, Ogle Jolly 
4-H Club. Top of Class 
Sportsfishing II Exhibit: 
Evan Ricks, Leaf River 
Busy Beavers 4-H Club. 
Top of Class Wildlife I 
Exhibit: Kodi Hubbard, 
Carefree 4-H Club. Top 
of Class Wildlife Level II 
Exhibit: Bethany Akins, 
Grand Detour Greens 
4-H Club. Grand Cham-
pion Nature: Fishing & 
Wildlife Exhibit: Kodi 
Hubbard, Carefree 4-H 
Club. Reserve Grand 
Champion Nature: Fish-
ing & Wildlife Exhibit: 
Bethany Akins, Grand 
Detour Greens 4-H Club.

Photography
Top of Class Pho-

tography 1 :  Lauren 
Hickman, By-Y-Bad-
gers 4-H Club. Top of 
Class Photography 2: 
David Wehler,  Leaf 
River Soaring Eagles 
4-H Club. Top of Class 
Photography 3: Katelyn 

Bowers ,  Blackhawk 
Crossing 4-H Club. Top 
of Class Photography 
Photo Editing: Andrew 
Hickman, By-Y-Bad-
gers 4-H Club. Grand 
Champion Photography 
Exhibit: David Wehler, 
Leaf River Soaring Ea-
gles 4-H Club. Reserve 
Grand Champion Pho-
tography Exhibit: Kate-
lyn Bowers, Blackhawk 
Crossing 4-H Club.

Robotics
Top of Class Junk 

Drawer Robotics II Ex-
hibit: David Bagwell, 
Leaf River Soaring Ea-
gles 4-H Club. 

Shooting Sports
Top of Class Shooting 

Sports: Archery Exhibit: 
Anne Kennedy, Hub 
Hickory Nuts 4-H Club. 
Top of Class Shooting 
Sports: Rifle Exhibit: 
Hayden Capes,  Hub 
Hickory Nuts 4-H Club. 
Grand Champion Shoot-
ing Sports Exhibit: Anne 
Kennedy, Hub Hickory 
Nuts 4-H Club. Re-
serve Grand Champion 
Shooting Sports Exhib-
it: Hayden Capes, Hub 
Hickory Nuts 4-H Club.

Small Engines
Top of Class Small 

Engine 1-3 Exhibit: Kate 
Costello, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club. Grand Champion 
Small Engines Exhibit: 
Kate Costello, Ogle Jol-
ly 4-H Club.

Tractor
Top of Class Tractor A 

Exhibit: Nolan Adams, 
Ogle Jolly 4-H Club. 
Top of Class Tractor B 
Exhibit: Wesley Clark, 
Carefree 4-H Club. Top 
of Class Tractor C Ex-
hibit:  Cora Herring, 
Hub Hickory Nuts 4-H 
Club. Grand Champion 
Tractor Exhibit: West-
ley Clark, Carefree 4-H 
Club. Reserve Grand 
Champion Tractor Ex-
hibit: Cora Herring, Hub 
Hickory Nuts 4-H Club.

Veterinary Science
Top of Class Veter-

inary Science Exhibit: 
Adalyn Bocker, Leaf 
River Busy Beavers 4-H 
Club. Grand Champion 
Veterinary Science Ex-
hibit: Adalyn Bocker, 
Leaf River Busy Bea-
vers 4-H Club. Reserve 
Grand Champion: Vet-
erinary Science Exhibit: 
Addison Yordy, Leaf 
River Busy Beavers 4-H 
Club.

Visual Arts
Top of Class Chalk/

Carbon /P igmen t  on 
Canvas /Pape r /G la s s 
Exhibit: Briley Berns, 
Carefree 4-H Club. Top 
of Class Chalk/Car-
bon/Pigment on Wood/
Metal/Textiles Exhib-
it: Immanuel Arella-
no, Blackhawk Cross-
ing 4-H Club. Top of 
Class Chalk/Carbon/
Pigment—Non-Original 
Exhibi t :  Anna Mar-
quardt, Carefree 4-H 
Club. Grand Champion 
Chalk/Carbon/Pigment 
Exhibit: Briley Berns, 
Carefree 4-H Club. Re-
serve Grand Champion 
Chalk/Carbon/Pigment 
Exhibi t :  Anna Mar-
quardt, Carefree 4-H 
Club. Top of Class Clay 
Exhibit: Alissa Mar-
tin, Carefree 4-H Club. 
Top of Class Clay—
Non-Original Exhibit: 
Brianna West, Black-

4-H FAIR: Ogle County winners announced earlier this month
hawk Cross ing  4-H 
Club. Grand Champion 
Clay Exhibit: Alissa 
Martin, Carefree 4-H 
Club. Reserve Grand 
Champion Clay Exhibit: 
Anna Marquardt, Care-
free 4-H Club. Cham-
pion Computer Gener-
ated Art Exhibit: Briley 
Berns, Carefree 4-H 
Club. Reserve Champi-
on Computer Generated 
Art Exhibit: Zakkary 
West, Blackhawk Cross-
ing, 4-H Club. Top of 
Class Fiber Exhibit: 
Elizabeth Kennedy, Hub 
Hickory Nuts 4-H Club. 
Grand Champion Fi-
ber Exhibit: Elizabeth 
Kennedy, Hub Hickory 
Nuts 4-H Club. Reserve 
Grand Champion Fiber 
Exhibit: Kaitlyn Adams, 
Ogle Jolly 4-H Club. Top 
of Class Glass Exhibit: 
Elizabeth Kennedy, Hub 
Hickory Nuts 4-H Club. 
Top of Class Plastic 
Exhibit: Bethany Akins, 
Grand Detour Greens 
4-H Club. Top of Class 
Plastic Block Art Ex-
hibit: Kason Bocker, 
Leaf River Busy Bea-
vers 4-H Club. Top of 
Class Glass/Plastic—
Non-Original Exhib-
it: Lydia Smith, Ogle 
Jolly 4-H Club. Grand 
Champion Glass/Plas-
tic Exhibit: Elizabeth 
Kennedy, Hub Hickory 
Nuts 4-H Club. Reserve 
Grand Champion Glass/
Plastic Exhibit: Beth-
any Akins, Grand De-
tour Greens 4-H Club. 
Champion Heritage Arts 
Exhibit: Shelby Har-
baugh, Carefree 4-H 
Club. Reserve Champi-
on Heritage Arts Exhib-
it: Madeline Kusnierz, 
Mighty Clovers 4-H 
Club. Champion Leather 
Exhibit: Anne Kennedy, 
Hub Hickory Nuts 4-H 

Club. Reserve Cham-
pion Leather Exhibit: 
Isaiah Akins, Grand De-
tour Greens 4-H Club. 
Top of  Class  Metal 
Exhibit: Isaiah Akins, 
Grand Detour Greens 
4-H Club. Grand Cham-
pion Metal Exhibit: Isa-
iah Akins, Grand Detour 
Greens 4-H Club. Re-
serve Grand Champion 
Metal Exhibit: Elizabeth 
Kennedy, Hub Hickory 
Nuts 4-H Club. Top of 
Class Nature Exhibit: 
Elizabeth Kennedy, Hub 
Hickory Nuts 4-H Club. 
Grand Champion Na-
ture Exhibit: Elizabeth 
Kennedy, Hub Hickory 
Nuts 4-H Club. Reserve 
Grand Champion Nature 
Exhibit: Lena Janoski, 
Ogle Jolly 4-H Club. 
Top of Class Paper 2D 
Art Exhibit: Anna Mar-
quardt, Carefree 4-H 
Club. Top of Class Paper 
3D Art Exhibit: Ella 
Beran, Grand Detour 
Greens 4-H Club. Grand 
Champion Paper Ex-
hibit: Anna Marquardt, 
Carefree 4-H Club. Re-
serve Grand Champi-
on Paper Exhibit: Ella 
Beran, Grand Detour 
Greens 4-H Club. Top of 
Class Scrapbooking, Be-
ginning Level Exhibit: 
Alayna Doane, Mighty 
Clovers 4-H Club. Top 
of Class Scrapbooking, 
Intermediate Level Ex-
hibit: Kaitlyn Adams, 
Ogle Jolly 4-H Club. 
Top of Class Scrapbook-
ing, Advanced Level 
Exhibi t :  Anna Mar-
quardt, Carefree 4-H 
Club. Grand Champion 
Scrapbooking Exhib-
i t :  Anna Marquardt , 
Carefree 4-H Club. Re-
serve Grand Champion 
Scrapbooking Exhibit: 
Kaitlyn Adams, Ogle 
Jolly 4-H Club. Champi-

on Three-Dimensional: 
Design/Mixed Media 
Exhibit: Briannah West, 
Blackhawk Crossing 4-H 
Club. Reserve Champi-
on Three-Dimensional: 
Design/Mixed Media 
Exhibit: Lauren Hick-
man ,  By-Y-Badgers 
4-H Club. Top of Class 
Wood Exhibit :  Zak-
kary West, Blackhawk 
Crossing 4-H Club. 
Top of Class Wood—
Non-Original Exhibit: 
Hunter Kremske, Black-
hawk Cross ing  4-H 
Club. Grand Champion 
Wood Exhibit :  Zak-
kary West, Blackhawk 
Crossing 4-H Club. Re-
serve Grand Champion 
Wood Exhibit: Hunter 
Kremske, Blackhawk 
Crossing 4-H Club. 

Welding
Top of Class Welding 

Exhibit: Grace Costel-
lo ,  Ogle  Jo l ly  4 -H 
Club. Grand Champion 
Welding Exhibit: Grace 
Costello, Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club. Reserve Grand 
Champion Welding Ex-
hibit: Kate Costello, 
Ogle Jolly 4-H Club.

Woodworking
Top of Class Wood-

work ing  I  Exh ib i t : 
Kayden Barndt, Pine 
Creek Valley 4-H Club. 
Top of Class Woodwork-
ing II Exhibit: Dawson 
Mickley, Hub Hickory 
Nuts 4-H Club. Top of 
Class Woodworking III 
Exhibit: Braden Rogers, 
Ogle Jolly 4-H Club. Top 
of Class Woodworking 
IV Exhibit: Ella Beran, 
Grand Detour Greens 
4-H Club. Grand Cham-
pion Woodworking Ex-
hibit: Ella Beran, Grand 
Detour Greens 4-H Club. 
Reserve Grand Champi-
on Woodworking Exhib-
it: Owen Smardo, Ogle 
County Clovers.
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OREGON — This 

year’s Ogle County 4-H 
clothing show was held 
on Saturday, July 20, at the 
Ogle County Farm Bureau 
Auditorium in Oregon. 4-H 
members participated in 
the Sewing and Fashion 
Review at the Ogle Coun-
ty Fair before the Queen 
pageant. Please see below 
for the results of the show.

Sewing Classes: Top 
of Class Clothing 1 – 
Sewn Non-Clothing Ex-
hibit, Lauren Hickman, 
By-Y-Badgers 4-H Club 
(Byron). Top of Class 
Clothing 1 - Sewn Clothing 
Exhibit, Mallory King, 
Mighty Clovers 4-H Club 
(Monroe Center). Top of 
Class Clothing 2 – Sewn 
Clothing Exhibit, Anne 
Kennedy, Hub Hickory 
Nuts 4-H Club (Rochelle). 
Top of Class Clothing 3 – 
Sewn Clothing Exhibit, 
Ella Beran, Grand Detour 
Greens 4-H Club (Dixon). 
Grand Champion Sewn 
Clothing Exhibit, Anne 
Kennedy, Hub Hickory 
Nuts 4-H Club (Rochelle). 
Reserve Grand Champion 
Sewn Clothing Exhibit, 
Ella Beran, Grand Detour 
Greens 4-H Club (Dixon). 
Grand Champion Sewn 
Non-Clothing Exhibit, 
Lauren Hickman, By-Y-
Badgers 4-H Club (Byron). 
Reserve Grand Champion 
Sewn Non-Clothing Ex-
hibit, Addison Yordy, Leaf 
River Busy Beavers 4-H 
Club (Leaf River). Grand 
Champion Non-Sewn Ex-
hibit, Elizabeth Kennedy, 
Hub Hickory Nuts 4-H 
Club (Rochelle).

Shopping: Top of Class 
Shopping in Style Begin-
ning, Sawyer Stockton, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Ore-
gon). Top of Class Shop-
ping in Style Intermediate, 
Elizabeth Kennedy, Hub 
Hickory Nuts 4-H Club 

Ogle County 4-H Fair clothing department winners announced

(Rochelle). Grand Cham-
pion Shopping in Style, 
Elizabeth Kennedy, Hub 
Hickory Nuts 4-H Club 
(Rochelle). Reserve Grand 
Champion Shopping in 
Style, Sawyer Stockton, 
Carefree 4-H Club (Or-

egon).
Visual Arts: Top of 

Class Visual Arts Quilting 
– You Can Quilt, Emily 
Harbaugh, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Oregon). Top of 
Class Visual Arts Quilting 
– Quilting the Best Better, 

Shelby Harbaugh, Care-
free 4-H Club (Oregon). 
Grand Champion Visual 
Arts Quilting, Shelby 
Harbaugh, Carefree 4-H 
Club (Oregon). Reserve 
Grand Champion Visual 
Arts Quilting, Emily Har-

baugh, Carefree 4-H Club 
(Oregon).

4-H fairs are held na-
tionally to allow youth to 
exhibit a product that has 
resulted from an in-depth 
yearlong study in an area 
of interest to them. 4-H’ers 

have worked hard to get 
here. They enter the fair to 
receive feedback regarding 
their work and to gather 
ideas for what they can 
do differently or expand 
upon in their project areas 
in future years.

Alayna Doane proudly displays her visual arts project.
(COURTESY PHOTO)
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