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ONE DOLLAR, 25 CENTS

The 77th annual
Sweet Corn Festival

is August 8-11 in
downtown Mendota!

Thursday, Aug. 8
3-5 p.m. – A sensory friendly afternoon. The Carnival 

Midway will be open for a private armband for anyone 
with special needs and their immediate family. Regis-
tration required.

5-7 p.m. – The Acoustix performing in First State 
Bank Hospitality Tent.

6 p.m. – Carnival Midway opens to general public. 
Food & merchandise booths open.

7 p.m. – Silverstone Junction performing on First 
State Bank stage.

Friday, Aug. 9
All day – Magic Matt performing his strolling magic 

& balloon artistry.
10:30 a.m. – Food & merchandise booths open.
11 a.m.-1 p.m. – Good Vibz DJ performing in First 

State Bank Hospitality Tent.
1 p.m. – Carnival Midway opens. Discount armbands 

from noon-4 p.m.
2-6 p.m. – The Acoustix performing in First State 

Bank Hospitality Tent.
6:45 p.m. – Pre-pageant entertainment by Andrew 

Bloomquist on First State Bank stage.
7:30 p.m. – Sweet Corn Festival Queen Pageant on 

First State Bank stage.
7:30 p.m. – Beer garden opens featuring Festival 

del Elote.

Saturday, Aug. 10
All day – Magic Matt performing his strolling magic 

& balloon artistry.
9 a.m.-5 p.m. - Crafters Market Place & Flea Market. 

Lots of vendors in two locations. Veteran’s Park on U.S. 
34 in downtown Mendota and the Elks Club parking lot 
on Indiana Ave. & Jefferson St. just 1/2 block north of 
Veteran’s Park.

9 a.m. – Pickleball Tournament at Lake Mendota 
courts.

10 a.m. – Mini Royalty Pageant on First State Bank 
stage. Young girls and boys competing to wear the crown 
of Mini King and Mini Queen.

10:30 a.m. – Food & merchandise booths open.
11 a.m.-1 p.m. – Nicodemus performing in First State 

Bank Hospitality Tent.
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. – Steve Cerqua acoustic guitar 

performance on First State Bank stage.
Noon-2 p.m. – Lica Lorraine balloon artistry at in-

tersection of Washington St. & Eighth Ave.
Noon-3 p.m. – Free face painting near corner of 

Washington St. & Indiana Ave.
Noon/2 p.m./4 p.m. – Mr. Steve performance in-

cludes music, magic, balloons and comedy at corner 
of Illinois Ave. & Jefferson St.

1 p.m. – Carnival Midway opens.
2 p.m. – Sweet Corn Festival Food Contest at Men-

dota Elks Lodge.
2-4 p.m. – Good Vibz DJ performing in First State 

Bank Hospitality Tent.
3-5 p.m. – Mid Lyfe Krysys performing on the First 

State Bank stage.
3:30-6:30 p.m. – Valley Katz performing in beer 

garden.
5-7 p.m. – Good Vibz DJ performing in First State 

Bank Hospitality Tent.
7:30 p.m. – Beer garden opens featuring Judson Main.

Sweet Corn Festival calendar

By KIP CHEEK
Staff writer

MENDOTA - The Men-
dota City Council is another 
step closer to beginning its 
summer street maintenance 
program after action taken 
at the Aug. 5 regular council 
meeting.

During his report, Al-
derman Jim Fitzpatrick 
announced that the bid 
opening for the 2024 motor 
fuel tax street maintenance 
program will take place at 
10 a.m. Monday, Aug. 19 at 
the Mendota city building on 
Washington Street.

At the same time on Aug. 
19, bids will be opened for 
the Raymond Drive concrete 
replacement project.

In other action from Fitz-
patrick’s report, the council 
approved a resolution to 
appropriate $160,000 in 
Rebuild Illinois funds for 
the Fifth Street and Eighth 
Avenue bridge repair. Also, 
the council entered into an 
engineering services agree-
ment with Chamlin & Asso-
ciates for the Fifth Street and 
Eighth Avenue bridge repair.

Finally from Alderman 
Fitzpatrick, the council ap-
proved the hiring of Ivan Pan-
toja as a full-time employee 
in the Water Department 
effective Aug. 12.

In action from Alderman 
Jay Miller’s report, the coun-
cil approved a liquor license 
for the Tri-County Fair to 
hold a beer/wine garden.

The next regular meeting 
of the Mendota City Council 
will be Monday, Aug. 19 at 
5:30 p.m.

Council sets
bid openings

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA – From 
April to July, citizens of 
Mendota answered a sur-
vey – Mendota Commu-
nity Needs Assessment, 
which was produced in 
partnership between the 
City of Mendota and the 
Illinois Housing Develop-
ment Authority (IDHA).

The survey asked resi-
dents questions about the 
current housing opportu-
nities and conditions as 
well as what they would 
like the housing situation 
to be in the city moving 
forward.

On July 29, Kristopher 
Walton, a community 
revitalization planner 
within IDHA came to the 
Mendota Civic Center to 
discuss the results of the 
61-question survey, which 
was answered by 354 
Mendota residents, 5.1 
percent of the population.

The results were dis-
played on a handout 
featuring bar graphs of 
whether Mendota resi-
dents strongly agreed, 
disagreed, were neutral, 
disagreed, or strongly 
disagreed with a topic.

When it came to hous-
ing, 50.1 percent of the 354 
survey takers disagreed 
that housing in Mendota 
was in good condition, 
33.1 percent agreed that 

Illinois Housing Development 
Authority meets with Mendota
q What is next in efforts to bring more housing to Mendota?

Citizens of Mendota 
have the chance to 
help the city improve 
and expand housing 
conditions. Through 
Illinois Housing De-
velopment Authority 
and an application 
called Field Maps, 
residents are able to 
survey the current 
rental and owned 
properties to get a 
better idea of what is 
needed in Mendota. 

housing is available for the elderly, and 50.6 percent 
disagreed housing in Mendota offers options that suit a 
variety of lifestyles and needs. 

Also, 72.8 percent agreed Mendota has a need for more 
overall housing opportunities, 74.1 percent agree Mendota 
is in need of more homeownership opportunities, and 61.9 
percent agree Mendota is in need of more rental housing 
opportunities.

The questions of cost of housing was answered with 
50.3 percent of the surveyed disagreeing with the statement 
“Housing in my community is affordable to households 
making a variety of incomes,” while 28.9 percent agreed 
housing costs are generally affordable in Mendota and 53.5 
percent agree their personal housing costs are affordable.

Walton opened each graph and result information for 
discussion with the approximately 15 people who were in 
attendance at the Civic Center.

Through the conversation it was determined more 
housing in general and more housing for senior citizens 
is needed in Mendota. Landlords and neighbors taking 

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA – The com-
munity of Mendota lost an 
important member on April 
10, 2024, when Barbara 
Guilfoyle passed away.

In fitting fashion, just 
like when she was alive and 
involved in multiple organi-

zations and 
activities, 
she is do-
ing the same 
from above. 

Recent-
ly the Guil-
foyle fami-
ly, husband 

Mike Guilfoyle, daughter 
Kati (Tyler) Stevenson and 
two grandsons, Gavin and 
Connor, and son Kris (Ashli) 
Guilfoyle made donations 
to organizations in honor of 
their beloved wife, mother, 
and grandmother.

“It was an idea from the 
family. My father had a lot 
to do with it. He got the ball 
rolling and then I assisted 
by contacting the different 

In honor of donations to the Mendota YMCA, banners are 
hung representing the donor. After the Guilfoyle family do-
nated to the Y in Barb Guilfoyle’s honor, a rendering of her 
last piece of artwork, created less than a month before her 
passing, became the Guilfoyle banner. (Photo contributed)  

Guilfoyle family donates to Mendota
q Local organizations to benefit in memory of woman who supported them

Guilfoyle

organizations and setting up 
to meet. We knew we wanted 
to do something, but my dad 
was the one who ultimately 
proposed the organizations 
and then we, as a family, 
decided what we were going 
to do,” Kati Stevenson said. 
“We definitely wanted to 
keep it local, in the Mendota 
community, and with organi-
zations we knew my mother 
supported or was a part of 
and worked with while she 
was alive.

“I know my mother would 
be proud to be able to help the 
community and the different 
organizations. I know a lot 
of the organizations need 
the help, whether it’s due 
to a funding issue, financial 
assistance, or there is some-
thing they need to keep the 
programs going. 

“She would be very hap-
py to know she was part 
of being able to help them 
because they’re all great or-
ganizations that do activities, 
events, provide services for 
people who need some kind 

of help, or benefit children. 
She would like to know she 
was able to help others.”

The Guilfoyle family 
donated $20,000 to Men-
dota Area Senior Services 
(MASS) and the Mendota 
Area Christian Food Pantry, 
and $10,000 to Graves-
Hume Public Library, Men-
dota YMCA, Holy Cross 
School, Illinois Valley Pads, 
and the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion. There is also a $10,000 

scholarship ($1,000 per year 
for 10 years) in the works 
for a Mendota High School 
student who is going to col-
lege for art, and potentially 
if there isn’t an art student 
interested, a consideration 
for a student planning to be 
an educator since Barb was 
an art teacher at both Holy 
Cross and Northbrook.
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Joe McConville
 Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL
815-539-5673

E-mail: mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Come Visit Our Downtown Office  
During Sweet Corn Festival

Joe McConville,  
Designated Managing Broker 815-910-5673 

Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 815-228-2842
Peri McConville, Broker 815-910-5337 08052024

Sporting Goods

Uniforms

Golf Accessories

Fishing Gear

Work Boots

NOWNOW
   OPEN!   OPEN!

804 Washington St.
Mendota
815-539-6354

We Will Print 
Anything You Like 

On a Shirt

08
05

20
24

2024 Mendota Sweet Corn Festival sponsors

Ziggie’s Family Restaurant
The family owned and operated restaurant on the inter-
section of Rt. 34 and 1st Avenue sponsors the Mendota 
Sweet Corn Festival by storing the parade float used by 
festival royalty, which travels to five parades every sum-
mer. Celebrating the major sponsorship is, left to right, 
Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce Board President 
Evan Wixom, MACC Board member Kelly Becker, Ziggie’s 
Musa Zendeli, Dian Zendli (in front), Vjolca Zendeli, and 
Ben Zendeli, and MACC President/CEO Sam Setchell.  

Starved Rock Wood Products
The cabinet and millwork manufacturer is helping bring 
Chicago’s premier team, the South Shore Drill Team, 
to perform in the Mendota Sweet Corn Festival Grand 
Parage, which kicks off at 1 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 11. Also, 
join them for a post-parade performance in front of 
the Mendota Elks Lodge at approximately 3:30 p.m. 
In the photo, left to right, are Mendota Area Chamber 
of Commerce Board members Marion Quintana, Erica 
Henry, SRWP  Vice President of Sales & Marketing 
Steve Parisee, SRWP Director of Human Resources 
Ginny Siwicki, SRWP President Michelle Christ, MACC 
Board member Kelly Becker, SRWP Director of Sales 
Earl Hernandez, SRWP Cabinet Design Autumn Kirk, 
SRWP Director of Operations Tom Hayward, SRWP 
Cabinet Design Bree Beatty, SRWP Territory Sales 
Andy Kromm, MACC President/CEO Sam Setchell, 
MACC Board President Evan Wixom. 

HCC, inc.
HCC is co-sponsoring “Magic Matt” during the 77th 
Annual Mendota Sweet Corn Festival. Matthew 
Scherer is a magician and a balloon artist the kiddos 
won’t want to miss. He has been amazing audiences 
all over the Midwest for over 30 years. “Magic Matt” 
will perform multiple 10-15 minute mini shows while 
he strolls the festival on Aug. 11 and Aug. 12. Cele-
brating the sponsorship are, left to right, Mendota 
Area Chamber of Commerce Board members Brad 
Cox and Marion Quintana, HCC Director of Sales and 
New Business Development Mark Lamboley, MACC 
President/CEO Sam Setchell, HCC Controller John 
Holland, HCC Chief Financial Officer Dave Van 
Den Bussche, HCC HR Generalist Renee Lock, HCC 
General Manager Erik Klosinski, and MACC Board 
member Kelly Becker. 

Black Bros. Company
A major sponsor of the Mendota Sweet Corn Festival, 
Black Bros. is co-sponsoring Chicago’s South Shore 
Drill Team. South Shore will be in the parade starting at 
1 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 11 and will perform in front of the 
Elks Lodge on Indiana Ave. at approximately 3:30 p.m. 
Honoring the sponsorship are, left to right, Mendota Area 
Chamber of Commerce President Evan Wixom, MACC 
Board member Erica Henry, BB’s Chief Financial Offi-
cer Megan Kneebone, BB’s Jerilyn Schroeder, MACC 
President/CEO Sam Setchell, BB’s Mari O’Donnell, and 
MACC Board member Kelly Becker. 

Prairie Land Millwright
“Mid Lyfe Krysys” is being brought to the 77th Annual 
Mendota Sweet Corn Festival with the help of Prairie 
Land Millwright’s sponsorship. Krysys will perform 
classic rock, pop rock, and dance songs from the 70s, 80s, 
and 90s from 3-5 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 10. In the photo 
are, left to right, Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce 
Board member Kelly Becker, PLM’s Brett Chaon, Curt 
Chaon, Duane Chaon, and Trevor Chaon, and MACC 
President/CEO Sam Setchell.  

Sullivan’s Foods
It’s a yearly tradition for Mendota Sweet Corn Festival 
goers to slab some butter from Sullivan’s on the corn 
from the boil on Sunday. This year is no different as 
Sullivan’s is providing the butter for the corn serv-
ing starting at 2 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 11. Celebrating 
the butter are, left to right, Mendota Area Chamber 
of Commerce President/CEO Sam Setchell, MACC 
Board member Erica Henry, SF Pricing Coordinator 
Candi Richey, SF Bakery Manager Julie Kerly, SF 
Assistant Guest Services Manager Nancy Bennett, SF 
Assistant Store Director Juan Renteria, MACC Board 
member Kelly Becker, and MACC Board President 
Evan Wixom. 

RSG Millwright
Kelly Gloria, center, met with Mendota Area Chamber of 
Commerce’s, left to right, Board President Evan Wixom, 
Board members Kelly Becker and Marion Quintana, 
and President/CEO Sam Setchell to recognize RSG’s 
sponsorship of the bands in the beer garden from 8 
p.m.-midnight Friday, Aug. 9 including Los Sementales 
de Nuevo Leon, Banda Seduccion, Banda Pen Asco De 
Zacatecas, and Los Ahijados.   

Diaz Grocery
Diaz Grocery, Country Ranch, Quest Technology and Total 
Rentals are co-sponsoring the bands in the beer garden from 
8 p.m.-midnight Friday, Aug. 9 including Los Sementales 
de Nuevo Leon, Banda Seduccion, Banda Pen Asco De 
Zacatecas, and Los Ahijados. In the photo are, left to right, 
MACC Board President Evan Wixom, MACC President/
CEO Sam Setchell, Erik Diaz, Eddie Diaz, Sonia Salinas, 
MACC Board members Kelly Becker and Marion Quintana.   

Northern Partners Co-op
Northern Parners Cooperative is bringing Chicago’s 
Golden Knights Drill Team to perform at the parade set 
for 1 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 11. Celebrating the sponsorship 
is, left to right, MACC Board’s Kelly Becker and Evan 
Wixom, NPC’s Chad Sarver, Tyler Meloy, Heather Al-
thaus, Troy Terzick, Mitch Allen, and Brent Kaufman, 
and MACC President/CEO Sam Setchell.

Triple Service
The plumbing, heating, electric, and cooling company is 
sponsoring the band, Silverton Junction, playing at the 
First State Bank Stage from 7-9 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 8. 
In the photo, left to right, are MACC Board members 
Marion Quintana and Kelly Becker, TS’s Savannah Wade, 
Michelle Wade, Ethan Wade, and Gabe Wade, and MACC 
President/CEO Sam Setchell. 

Mauch Carpentry
The family owned and operated carpentry business is 
co-sponsoring the very popular Jesse White Tumbing 
Team, who will perform in the Mendota Sweet Corn 
Festival Parade at 1 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 11 and in front of 
the Elks Lodge around 3 p.m. Celebrating the union are, 
left to right, Erin Mauch, Keegan Mauch, Lane Mauch, 
Brooklyn Mauch, and Dave Mauch, Mendota Area 
Chamber of Commerce Board member Kelly Becker, 
MACC President Evan Wixom, and MACC President/
CEO Sam Setchell. 
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By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA – Missy By-
rne has been in health care 
since 1997.

The 1998 Mendota High 
School graduate began as a 
certified nursing assistant 
(CAN) in high school and 
hasn’t stopped progressing 
as she achieved her licensed 
practical nurse (LPN) status 
in 2006 and her registered 
nurse (RN) in 2020.

Most of her work was at 
Heritage Health, now known 
as Allure of Mendota. But 
after a while, or two decades, 
it was time to find a new 
opportunity.

Byrne’s first day as the 
Stonecroft Village wellness 
director was Monday, July 
15.

“I knew of Stonecroft 
from being in the community. 
I came from a nursing home 
in town,” Byrne said. “I was 
at Allure of Mendota for a 
month short of 21 years. 
I’ve always heard good 
things about Stonecroft. I 
just needed a change, but 
I’m still working with the 
elderly. 

“When you’re working at 
a nursing home or an assisted 

living village, you become 
family. You get to know the 
staff and the residents. They 
become close and their fam-
ilies become family to you. 
I’m looking forward for that 
to happen here.”

She joked she also took 
the job for pancakes as her 
first day was also a pancake 

breakfast hosted by Stone-
croft.

The new wellness di-
rector is excited to assist 
the residents, be part of the 
Stonecroft activities, and eat 
more pancakes.

LOCAL AND AREA

Boys Scouts build flower beds at Stonecroft Village
On Monday, July 8, the residents of Stonecroft Village in Mendota had company, en-
tertainment, and a service done for them by the Boys Scouts. A group of seven scouts 
did all the work to help beautify the village’s back patio. Logan Curtis, an 18-year-old 
life scout, said “It was very cool that all the scouts came together to create a great 
project.” (Reporter photo by Brandon LaChance)

Missy Byrne becomes new 
wellness director at Stonecroft

Missy Byrne, right, has 
been in the medical field 
since 1997. She is now 
bringing her experience 
and care to Stonecroft 
Village as the new wellness 
director. Her first day was a 
pancake breakfast, above. 
(Reporter photo by Bran-
don LaChance)

MENDOTA – It is time to get out your 
favorite sweet corn recipes.

The very popular Sweet Corn Festival 
Food Contest, sponsored by Nightengales 
Thrift Shop of Mendota, will take place 
Saturday, Aug. 10 of Sweet Corn Festival 
weekend.

The Mendota Area Chamber of Com-
merce is looking for some creative cooks 
to serve up special dishes using sweet corn 
as the main ingredient.

Chairpersons of the Food Contest, Au-
drey Becker-Moreno and Kathy Barnard, 
have begun preparations for this special 
event. 

“There will be a Grand Prize winner 
chosen by the judges,” announced Becker.  
“Prizes will also be awarded for Queen’s 
Choice, Grand Marshal’s Choice, Most 
Creative and Best Presentation.

Criteria for entering is as follows:
• Contestants must prepare the food 

ahead of time.  
• All categories are open to all types of 

food dishes, as long as the main ingredient 
is sweet corn.

• Multiple entries from one contestant 

will be accepted, but only one award per 
contestant.

• All entries must be taken to the Mendo-
ta Elks Lodge, 707 Indiana Ave. Mendota.  
They can be dropped off between 1:15 and 
1:45 p.m. Judging starts promptly at 2 p.m.

• All entries must bring a recipe card 
for the judges.

• There are no entry fees to participate 
in the SCF Food Contest.

• Times may vary due to the number 
of participants.

The Grand Prize Winner will receive 
$250 in Mendota Gift Certificates, which 
can be used for services or merchandise 
in over 50 Mendota businesses. The 
other awards will be $50 Mendota Gift 
Certificates.

Applications for the SCF Food Contest 
are available at the Mendota Chamber 
Office, and at www.sweetcornfest.com  
website or by calling (815) 539-6507.

Nightengales Thrift Shop of Mendota 
and the Mendota Chamber ask all creative 
cooks to come forward and prepare some 
fantastic dishes for this year’s event.

What can you make with sweet corn?

MENDOTA – Hey kids,  the 
Graves-Hume Public Library is 
celebrating you with a Back to 
School Bash at  6 p.m. Friday, 
Aug. 16.

G r a v e s - H u m e  w i l l  h a v e 
bounce houses and snow cones 
on the back law, brought to you 
by Shynox Décor,  More LLC, 

and R&L Funtine, LLC, so make 
sure you bring a friend for a fun 
night at  the l ibrary.

The event is  free and open to 
all .  No library card or registra-
t ion is required.

Call  815-538-5142 or s top 
by the l ibrary for more infor-
mation. 

Back to School Bash at Graves-Hume Library

AMBOY – Attention Lee County Farm 
Bureau members. Do you feel ready for 
retirement? Are you wondering what re-
tirement might look like and have questions 
about how to successfully prepare yourself 
for a financially secured retirement? No 
matter where you are in your career it’s 
never too early or too late to start planning 
for retirement. 

The Lee County Farm Bureau is offering 

a free retirement planning seminar to Lee 
County Farm Bureau members hosted at 
the Lee County Farm Bureau Building in 
Amboy on Monday, Aug. 19 from 6:30-8 
p.m. The seminar will be given by Brent 
Seggebruch, financial advisor.

Light refreshments will be provided. Lim-
ited spots are available so RSVP by Friday, 
Aug. 16 by emailing leecfb@comcast.net or 
calling the office at 815-857-3531. 

Lee County Farm Bureau members ready for retirement?

MENDOTA – Jonathan 
McConville’s insurance 
career begins in 
2024, when was 
hired at the First 
S ta te  Insurance 
Agency in Men-
dota. 

McConville is 
a 2019 graduate 
of Western Illinois 
University, with a 
Bachelor’s degree 
in Agriculture, an emphasis 

in Agricultural Science 
and a minor in Agricul-

tural  Business. 
He specializes in 
multi-peril  and 
crop hail insur-
ance.

As a native res-
ident of Earlville, 
McConville has 
spent his whole 
life in the Mendo-
ta area and is pas-

sionate about aiding others 

with their insurance needs. 
Through his experiences in 
agriculture, McConville 
has an  appreciation for 
the land and serving the 
individuals who benefit 
from it.

When he is not in the 
office, you will most like-
ly find him on the family 
farm with a small beef 
cattle operation. The Cubs 
and Bears are his favorite 
sports teams.

McConville joins First State Insurance staff

SPRING VALLEY – The 
Tee Box has recently intro-
duced its unique take on an 
Illinois Valley favorite, the 
Tenderloin. 

Spread the word, there’s a 
new top tenderloin contender 
in the Illinois Valley, and it’s 
at The Tee Box, located at 
223 East St. Paul Street in 
Spring Valley.

This delicacy features 
hand-breaded, hand-pound-
ed pork tenderloin seasoned 
with Essl Family Farms 
seasoning and topped with 
the freshest ingredients. 
Available on Tuesday eve-
nings, the Tee Box’s famous 

tenderloins have quickly 
become a hit, selling out mul-
tiple times since their debut.

The Tee Box tenderloins 
gained viral fame in the 
“Pursuing Pork Tender-
loin Sandwiches” Facebook 
group, which boasts 80,000 
members nationwide. Steve 
Kirby from Iowa made 
a special trip to The Tee 
Box to try the tenderloin 
and shared, “With pickles, 
lettuce, and thinly sliced 
onions positioned perfectly 
on this pork tenderloin, and 
mustard added to enhance 
the first bite, this experience 
was truly memorable. I have 

never tasted a pork tenderloin 
with such bragging power. It 
was tender, thick, and packed 
with flavor. This was easily 
the best pork tenderloin I’ve 
ever had in Illinois.”

The Tee Box is the ul-
timate spot for sports fans. 
It features two multi-sport 
simulators, a full bar serv-
ing your favorite beers 
and cocktails, and a menu 
crafted from years of family 
restaurant experience. Enjoy 
homemade seasonings and 
dressings and local favor-
ites like JT’s fried chicken.  
Dine, drink, and swing at The 
Tee Box.

Tee Box introduces its version of the tenderloin

GRANVILLE – The Putnam County Public Library 
District is offering you a chance to create one-of-a-kind 
art at 11 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 15 at the Granville Branch.

Instead of markers or crayons, artists will use 
ultra-violet sensitive paper, the sun’s power, nature, 
and imagination in a solar art workshop designed for 
youth and teens. 

The Granville Branch of the Putnam County Public 
Library is located at 214 S. McCoy Street, Granville. 
For more information, please call the Granville Branch 
at 815-339-2038.

Solar Art Workshop Be 
Safe
During
Mendota
Sweet 
Corn
Festival
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We take quality and 
workmanship very 

seriously. We’re not 
surprised when our 
customers do too. 
After all, when 

choosing the most 
permanent thing 

you’ll ever buy, it’s 
only natural to 

demand perfection. 
And when you deal 
with us, it’s only 

natural to receive it.

CHOOSING A
MEMORIAL IS
NO TIME TO 
SETTLE FOR 

IMPERFECTION

Our Family Protecting Your FamilyOur Family Protecting Your Family

03212022

MOTOR HOME
PARK MODEL

TRAVEL TRAILER
RECREATIONAL 

VEHICLE
BOAT

Lisa Quest 
815-857-2125

Julie Burkardt 
815-849-5219

See one of our park model and 
travel trailer insurance  

specialists today.

Call Julie, Lisa, Mary or Lexi today!
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Kathleen M. Kaiser
MENDOTA – Kathleen Marie 

Kaiser, 75, of Mendota, passed away, 
Monday July 29, 2024, at OSF Saint 
Anthony Medical Center Rockford, 
surrounded by her family.

Visitation was Monday Aug. 
5, 2024, from 10 a.m.-noon, fol-
lowed by a memorial service, both 
at Immanuel Lutheran Church in 
Compton, with Rev. Jeff Schlesinger 
officiating. Private burial will be at 
Restland Cemetery at a later date. 
Merritt Funeral Home, Mendota is assisting the family.

Kathleen was born June 9, 1949, in La Crosse, Wis., to 
Harold and Darlyene (Nienast) Topel. She married Duane 
Kaiser on Feb. 15, 1969, in La Crosse. They enjoyed parenting 
their son, Daniel, and their daughter, Rebecca Jean.

Kathleen is survived by a son, Daniel (Nicole) Kaiser of 
Mendota; a daughter, Rebecca Jean (Marc) Bond of Mendota; 
sisters, Debby (Tom) Yeldell of Owasso, Okla., and Becky 
Wapp (Tom) Sawyer of Dresbach, Minn.; sister-in-law, 
Margaret Ann (Dwight) Frick of Mendota; two grandsons, 
Jacob Swope and Kevin Swope; many nieces and nephews 
and their families along with many other close relatives and 
friends. She will be greatly missed by all.

She was preceded in death by her parents; husband, 
Duane; sisters, Mary, Tamie Topel, and Margaret Manecke; 
brother, David Topel; and brothers-in-law, David Wapp and 
Wes Blackwell.

Kathleen was a graduate of Logan High School, La Crosse 
Wis. She was born to be a caretaker of all things living, plants, 
animals, children; often found caring for her younger siblings 
and neighborhood children growing up and caring for the 
elderly in her later years. After high school, to pursue her 
dream of caring for others, she went to nursing school at La 
Crosse Lutheran Hospital, now Gunderson Medical Center, 
graduating as a Licensed Practical Nurse. 

During high school and college summer breaks, she trav-
eled to Illinois to visit and then care for her Aunt Rita. During 
one of her visits, she met and fell in love with Duane Kaiser. 
Kathleen shared Duane’s joy of animals and farming; filling 
the role of farmwife, homemaker and was often found beside 
him caring for animals, working the ground, walking beans, 
hauling in crops to harvest, butchering, gardening and canning. 
Together they also shared the affection for Dalmatian dogs. 

She loved to bake and was well known for her chocolate 
chip cookies; she could often be found at the local fairs 
competing in many categories for baking, canning, and yarn 
work. Years after the children were in high school and Daniel 
was old enough to farm beside Duane, she returned to nurs-
ing, fulfilling her love of Geriatric Nursing at the Mendota 
Lutheran Home and Perry Memorial Hospital for 18 years 
until her retirement. After retirement, her favorite new role 
became Grandma Manga to Jacob and Kevin teaching them 
her love of animals, cards and board games.

When she wasn’t working in the garden or kitchen, she 
could be found having tea with her best friend Pattye, vis-
iting with her sisters, playing cards, crocheting, or reading. 
She loved all things Wizard of Oz and Disney. She was a 
member of Immanuel Lutheran Church of Compton, serving 
in Sunday School, choir and Altar Committee. 

Memorials may be directed to Immanuel Lutheran Church 
or the family. Online condolences may be left at www.
merrittfh.com.

Linda K. Grey
EARLVILLE – Linda Kay 

(Thompson) Grey, 69, of Earlville, 
passed away on Tuesday, July 30, 
2024, at her home surrounded by her 
family, after an 11-year battle with 
metastatic breast cancer.

Funeral services will be at 10 a.m. 
on Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, at the 
Mueller Funeral Home in Ottawa, 
with Rev. Duane Kaufman, officiat-
ing. Burial will follow at Oakwood 
Memorial Park in Ottawa. Visitation 
will be from 4 to 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 6, at the funeral home. 
Linda requests that attendees wear animal print to the services.

Linda was born on March 1, 1955, in Ottawa to Arden 
Dean and Joan Marie (Metzler) Thompson. She worked as a 
Registered Nurse for 31 years. Linda married Jonathan Grey 
on Dec. 28, 1984, in Earlville.

She is survived by her husband, Jonathan Grey, of Earlville; 
three children, Michelle (Thomas) Hallam, of Ottawa, Connie 
(Richard) Falcon, of Mendota, Joseph (Barbara) Grey, of 
Utica; 10 grandchildren; 14 great-grandchildren; a brother, 
Greg (Betsy Portzen) Thompson; and a sister, Sherri Farley.

She was preceded in death by her parents, and a brother, 
Steven Thompson.

She enjoyed gardening, bowling and cherished bonfires 
and camping with her family. 

Pallbearers will be Thomas Hallam, Joseph Grey, Chris Farley, 
Cody Falcon, Greg Thompson, and Richard “Buddy” Falcon.

Memorials may be directed to the family.
You may sign the online guestbook and share remem-

brances at www.MuellerFH.com. Mueller Funeral Home 
and Crematory 800 First Ave., Ottawa.

Donald Swope
COMPTON – Donald “Doc” 

Swope, 89, of Compton, passed away 
Aug. 2, 2024, in his home.

Funeral services were held at 
noon on Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, at 
the Merritt Funeral Home, Mendota 
with Rev. Mary Bohall officiating. 
Burial was at Restland Cemetery, 
Mendota. Visitation was from 10 
a.m. until time of services.

Donald was born on Jan. 8, 1935, 
in Compton, to Wendell and Eliza-
beth (Kehm) Swope. He married Patricia Bettner on Nov. 
24, 1956. He attended Compton High School for two years 
and then graduated from Lee Center High School.

Doc is survived by daughters, Lori Swope and Tini (Chuck) 
Montavon, both of Compton; son, Tim Swope of Oregon, Ill.; 
granddaughters, Jeni (Clifton Noble) Montavon, Michelle 
(Gabe) Wade and Kim (Don) Wisinski; and a sister, Marilyn 
Ehlers of Princeton.

He was preceded in death by his parents; his wife; his daughter, 
Geneva; his son, Dani; his grandson, Jeffrey Montavon; his sister, 
LaVila Bains; and brothers, Elroy, Marvin and Jerroll Swope.

Doc was employed by the Illinois Department of Transpor-
tation. After retirement he helped area farmers with planting 
and harvest, which was his real passion. He loved working 
the ground and driving a tractor. He also spent many hours 
of mowing and plowing snow for the Village of Compton. 
He took great pride in making sure the streets were cleared 
for the citizens of the town. Doc was a very civic-minded 
individual who gave countless hours to his community by 
serving on the Village Board, Compton Fire Department and 
the Compton Community Club for 50+ years.

Memorials may be directed to the family. Online condo-
lences may be left at www.merrittfh.com.

The latest obituaries can be
seen at mendotareporter.com

Larry M. Christen
MENDOTA – Larry M. Christen, 

86, of Mendota, passed away on 
July 11, 2024, at OSF St. Anthony 
Medical Center, Rockford.

A memorial service will be held 
at 3 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 17, 2024, at 
First Presbyterian Church, Mendota 
with Rev. Laurie Walker officiating. 
Visitation will be held one hour prior 
to the service. Merritt Funeral Home, 
Mendota is assisting the family.

Larry was born March 7, 1938, in 
Rockford, to Myron and Ruth (Benson) Christen. He married 
Kay Miller on Jan. 28, 1956.

He is survived by his wife, Kay; his three children, Deb 
(Gary) Daub, Tim (Fran) Christen and Shawn (Stacy Wal-
ters) Christen; five grandchildren; 10 great grandchildren; a 
brother, Russell and a sister, Nancy Luna.

He was preceded in death by his parents, a brother and 
a sister.

Larry was a truck driver most of his working life for several 
different employees. He enjoyed fishing, hunting and riding 
his motorcycle after his retirement.

Memorials may be directed to the family for a memorial 
to be determined. Online condolences may be left at www.
merrittfh.com.

By Mike Weitl
PERU – We strive to de-

liver great customer service 
with helpful information 
for everyone. This includes 
improving access for under-
served communities. We aim 
to reduce language barriers 
and increase access to Social 
Security programs, services, 
and benefits.  If you are a 
person with Limited English 
Proficiency (LEP), know 
that we have the resources 
available to help you in 
your preferred language. 
We encourage you to learn 
about the resources that 
are available to serve LEP 
communities.

What resources are avail-
able? 

We offer publications 
in languages other than 
English. Our non-English 
publications and other re-
sources at www.ssa.gov/
multilanguage are available 
in more than 12 languages. 
The multilanguage website 
also lists resources to sup-
port you in your preferred 
language.

Social Security
How we serve people who
have limited English proficiency

We provide benefit infor-
mation in Spanish at Seguro-
Social.gov that includes: 

• Retirement.
• Disability. 
• Supplemental Security 

Income (SSI).
Our free interpreter ser-

vices are available, by phone 
and in person, in more 
than 200 languages.  These 
services are accessible by 
calling our toll-free number 
at 1-800-772-1213 or by 
visiting a local Social Secu-
rity office and asking for an 
interpreter in your preferred 
language.  

Diversity is one of our na-
tion’s greatest strengths. We 
want to ensure an inclusive 
environment for everyone we 
serve. Our Language Access 
Plan affirms our commitment 
to increase access to benefits 
and services for people who 
prefer a language other than 
English. To learn more, we 
encourage you to visit www.
ssa.gov/site/languages.

(Weitl is the Social Se-
curity District Manager in 
Peru.)

Don’t miss an issue. Subscribe today.
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Can you identify 

this photo?
THEN YOU CAN WIN!
The winner will receive:

$1000 MENDOTA BUCKS
To spend at any Mendota Chamber  

of Commerce member.

LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:
Sign at Sullivan’s Foods Winner: Deb Rose

Where is it…Where is it…
in Mendota?in Mendota?

HOW TO HOW TO 
ENTER:ENTER:

If you know where If you know where 
this scene is located in this scene is located in 

Mendota, write the answer Mendota, write the answer 
briefly and concisely on a briefly and concisely on a 

slip of paper and drop it off slip of paper and drop it off 
or mail it to The Mendota or mail it to The Mendota 
Reporter Office. All entries Reporter Office. All entries 
must be received no later must be received no later 
than noon on Monday. than noon on Monday. 

One correct answer will be One correct answer will be 
drawn each week. Prizes drawn each week. Prizes 
must be must be pickedpicked up at the  up at the 

Mendota Reporter Office. Mendota Reporter Office. 
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(815) 539-8400
604 6th St., Mendota

Monday - Thursday • 10am to 8pm
Friday - Saturday • 10 am to 9 pm
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Authentic Mexican Food!

714 Main St. 
Mendota 

 815-539-7011
Carry-out & curbside 

pick-up always 
available.

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

It is with a heavy heart that 
after 35 successful years, we 
will be closing the doors to 

Main Street Station Bar & Grill.
A lot of thought has been put into this decision and 

it was not an easy choice to make.  
We have been blessed with the most amazing 

customers and  friendships. 
Words can’t describe how thankful we are for all of 

you and all of our employees. Although we’re unsure 
of what our future will look like, we’re looking forward 
to having a chance to travel and enjoy time with our 
family.  

We hope you respect and understand our decision 
and we look forward to celebrating the success of 
Main Street Station until our final day of business, 

Saturday, August 24, 2024.

715 Washington St. • Mendota, IL
815-539-5651Mike Wasmer

MAIN STREET
(815) 252-9605 06
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20

22

Sunday, Aug. 11
All day – Magic Matt per-

forming his strolling magic & 
balloon artistry.

9 a.m.-5 p.m. - Crafters 
Market Place & Flea Market. 
Lots of vendors in two loca-
tions. Veteran’s Park on U.S. 
34 in downtown Mendota 
and the Elks Club parking lot 
on Indiana Ave. & Jefferson 
St. just 1/2 block north of 
Veteran’s Park.

10:30 a.m. – Food & 
merchandise booths open.

Noon – The Jesse White 
Tumblers high-flying perfor-
mance in front of Mendota 
Elks Lodge.

Noon-2 p.m. – The Acous-
tix performing in First State 
Bank Hospitality Tent.

Noon-2 p.m. – Lica Lor-
raine balloon artistry at 
intersection of Washington 
St. & Eighth Ave.

1 p.m. – Carnival Midway 
opens.

1 p.m. – Sweet Corn 
Festival Grand Parade, fea-
turing floats, bands, antique 
& classic vehicles, Shriners 
and more.

2 p.m. – Free sweet 
corn served at intersec-
tion of I l l inois Ave. & 
Jefferson St.

2-4 p.m. – The Acoustix 
performing in First State 
Bank Hospitality Tent.

3:30 p.m. – The South 
Shore Drill Team performing 
in front of Mendota Elks 
Lodge.

SUBLETTE – The Sublette Farmers 
Market will be open every Tuesday from 
3-7 p.m. during August and September.

Vendors will be located on Main Street 
between La Fiesta Restaurant and Leffel-

man Insurance. Vendors are welcome and 
there is no charge for space, just bring your 
table and set up.

For more information, contact Don 
Dinges at 815-703-5675.

MENDOTA – Another year of The Mendota Reporter 
Fortune Phrase game has come to an end, and the lucky 
winner for Week Four of the game is Deb Hochstatter of 
Mendota. Her entry was drawn from all of the correct 
guesses submitted. She is the recipient of a $25 gift 
certificate to El Zarape Mexican Restaurant.

The correct phrase was: The End Of July Means The 
Sweet Corn Festival Is Near.

The words were hidden in the following ads: The 
– Falcon’s Landscape and Lawncare; End – Sullivan’s 
Foods; Of – ARS Auto Repair; July – Mendota Farmers 
Market; Means – Davis Family Health; The – Mendota 
Chamber of Commerce (50/50 raffle); Sweet – El Zarape 
Mexican Restaurant; Corn – El Torito Mexican Grill; 
Festival – T2 Enterprises/Tony Troyer; Is – Prime Solu-
tions; Near – Mendota Chamber of Commerce (Sweet 
Corn Festival).

Thank you to everyone that played the game this 
year, and a special thanks to the advertisers that made 
it possible.

Fortune Phrase wraps up for ‘24

better care of their properties 
to help Mendota look nicer 
was also discussed as the 
topic was also in the survey.

Once the discussions were 
completed, Walton said the 
next step for IDHA is to get 
a better idea of what each 
property looks like or how 
it would critique on a rating 
scale.

Walton introduced a 
phone or device application 
called Field Maps, which 
allows people to rate each 
property in Mendota. He then 
asked the meeting attendees 
if they would help both the 
City of Mendota and IDHA 
by taking the time to observe 
rental and owned housing 
through Mendota.

If you are interested in 
helping Mendota upgrade 
current housing or bring in 
more housing opportuni-
ties, please contact Annie 
Short, Mendota’s project 
coordinator, at the Mendota 
City Clerk’s Office, 815-
539-7459.

Housing
Continued from Page A1

Calendar
Continued from Page A1

“It’s funny because she 
wasn’t a teacher when my 
friends and I attended el-
ementary school or junior 
high,” Kati said. “I was al-
ready a sophomore or a junior 
at Mendota High School. 
Now, when someone finds 
out she is my mom, they say, 
‘Oh, your mom was my art 
teacher.’ I didn’t hear it be-
fore because my age group 
and the people I know didn’t 
have her as a teacher.

“I have a son in fifth grade 
in Mendota and a lot of the 
fellow students’ mothers had 
my mom as a teacher, so I 
hear it all the time now.”

One thing the family 
and everyone close to Barb 
knows is art wasn’t the only 
passion she cherished.

Guilfoyle was a regular 
at the Mendota YMCA, the 
Mendota Golf Club, loved to 
travel, loved dogs, spending 
time with her family; loved 
all aspects of life.

“She loved her communi-
ty. She loved helping people 
in any way she could. She 
wasn’t just an artist or an art 
teacher, although that was a 
big part and she loved being 
able to share art with people,” 
Kati said. “But, she enjoyed 
being a member of the com-
munity in general and being 
involved in different aspects 
of the community.”  

The YMCA has a tradi-
tion of hanging a banner for 
anyone who makes a contri-
bution to help them provide 
services for children and gym 
members.

On March 18, a little un-
der a month before she passed 
away, Guilfoyle finished her 
last piece of art. A rendering 
of the piece is going to be the 
banner in Barb Guilfoyle’s 
honor.

“The generosity of the 

Barb Guilfoyle, center, loved the outdoors and taking 
walks with her grandsons Gavin, left, and Connor, right. 
For being an advocate and supporter of Mendota as she 
was, her family decided to make generous donations to 
multiple organizations in Mendota and the local area. 
(Photo contributed)

Guilfoyle
Continued from Page A1

Guilfoyle family is over-
whelming. Barb was a great 
part of the Mendota YMCA 
family,” said Stephen Don-
nell, the Mendota YMCA 
branch manager. “We are so 
proud to honor her memory 
with this donation so the 
youth of our community 
will have great experiences 
at camp and the after-school 
program.”

Donnell and the Y are not 
the only organizations who 
feel this way.

Emily Kofoid, the direc-
tor of Graves-Hume Public 
Library will forever remem-
ber Guilfoyle as a supportive 
library patron.

“We are so honored the 
Guilfoyle family chose the 
library to donate to in mem-
ory of Barb. We saw Barb 
with her grandkids in the 
library often when they 
were younger, bringing the 
boys to programs and often 
assisting them in discovering 

their next new read,” Kofoid 
said. “In speaking with the 
Guilfoyle family, we know 
they are dedicated to making 
Mendota a family-oriented 
place to live and learn. Keep-
ing that in mind, the library is 
thrilled to use this donation 
in creating new spaces inside 
and out that are filled with 
ways families can enjoy art 
together. We are excited to 
use the Guilfoyle family’s 
vision to allow more inter-
active ways families can use 
art through creativity, social 
skills, and imagination.”

Tracy Cooper, the execu-
tive director of the Mendota 
Area Christian Food Pantry 
couldn’t thank Barb and 
her family enough for their 
magnanimity. 

“I think it was really nice 
for them to see we were in 
need,” Cooper said. “It was a 
nice honor, and great gesture 
for Barb Guilfoyle and for 
the community.”

Sublette Farmers Market held every Tuesday

WASHINGTON, D.C. – 
Identity thieves may try to 
contact taxpayers through 
fraudulent calls, emails, texts 
and social media messages 
pretending to be the IRS. 
Here’s how taxpayers know 
when it’s the IRS that con-
tacts them.

Email, text 
and social media

The IRS will mail a letter 
or notice before calling or 
emailing. The IRS does not:

• Send unexpected or 
unsolicited text messages to 
taxpayers.

• Initiate contact with 
taxpayers by email, text mes-
sage or through social media. 

• Send messages that ask 
for personal or financial in-
formation, especially when it 
comes to a tax refund.

Common IRS-related 
online scams include:

• Phishing emailssent to 
taxpayers.

• Fake IRS social media 
accounts that contact taxpay-
ers about a fake bill, grant 
or refund.

• Text messages sent to 
taxpayers for fake “tax cred-
its” or “stimulus payments.”

Scammers’ messages of-
ten direct taxpayers to click 
fraudulent links they claim 
are IRS websites or other 
online tools.

Phone calls
After mailing a notice 

or letter to a taxpayer, IRS 
agents may call to confirm 
an appointment or discuss 
items for a scheduled audit. 
Taxpayers should know that:

• The IRS doesn’t leave 
pre-recorded, urgent or 
threatening messages. Scam-
mers will tell victims that if 
they do not call back, a war-
rant will be issued for their 
arrest. These calls are scams.

• Private collection agen-
cies that the IRS works with 
may call taxpayers to collect 
certain outstanding inactive 
tax liabilities, but only after 
sending written notice to 
the taxpayer and their rep-
resentative.

• The IRS and its au-
thorized private collection 

agencies will never ask a 
taxpayer to pay using any 
form of pre-paid card, store 
or online gift card. Tax-
payers can review the IRS 
payments page at  IRS.gov/
payments  for all legitimate 
ways to make a payment.

Letters and notices
A letter or notice is usually 

the first contact a taxpayer 
gets from the IRS contacts. 
If a taxpayer gets a suspi-
cious letter or notice, they 
can check to see if it’s really 
the IRS:

• Log in to their  secure 
IRS Online Account to find 
a copy of the notice or letter.

• Contact  IRS customer 
service  to verify it, if they 
weren’t able to do so in their 
Online Account.

• Review IRS letters and 
notices at  Understanding 
Your IRS Notice or Letter.

• Confirm that collec-
tion notices from a  private 
collection agency  have the 
same Taxpayer Authentica-
tion Number as the  Notice 
CP40 the taxpayer received 
from the IRS.

• Visit Private Debt Col-
lection Frequently Asked 
Questions  to learn more 
about verifying a private 
collection agency.
Warning signs of a scam

If taxpayers get an un-
expected letter, email or 
text that claims to be from 
the IRS or another trusted 
source – like a bank, a credit 
company or a tax software 
provider – here are some 
tell-tale signs that it’s a 
scam:

• Spelling errors or incor-
rect grammar.

• A link or attachment that 
with a slightly misspelled 
URL or an unusual one such 
as irs.com. All IRS links go 
to irs.gov.

• A threatening or ur-
gent request to pay now, to 
follow a link or to open an 
attachment.

Taxpayers who receive a 
request from IRS in the mail 
or by phone can always con-
tact IRS customer service to 
authenticate it.

Beware of scammers 
posing as the IRS

Don’t miss out
on the news.
Call or stop

by our office
for details.
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Kip Cheek, Managing Editor
Brandon LaChance, News Reporter
Jennifer Robinson, Office Manager
Brent Hatch, Account Executive

Dear Editor,
Why do I love Mendota? 
I was born in Mendota 

but now I live in Columbia, 
S.C. I have seen the effects 
of two big fires in downtown 
Mendota. Instead of sitting 
around and moaning about 
the fires, Mendota jumped in 
and got started cleaning up 
and worked for grants and 
donations to rebuild and get 
back to normal.

A few years ago a group of 
people formed a group called 
Reimagine Mendota to help 
the improvement of Mendota 
and worked diligently in 
improving the city. They got 
together and many events to 
raise money. They have also 
put together many different 
requests for grants to help 

move forward to improve 
our great city of Mendota.

It just happened that I 
have been coming back to 
the city of Mendota for 25 
years for several weeks and 
enjoy seeing several people 
during the summer as well as 
meeting new people.

I attended one of the first 
meetings of Reimagine Men-
dota and have been attending 
the summer meeting ever 
since. I just wanted to say 
that you have worked hard 
and I have had a lot to cheer 
about Reimagine Mendota 
over the years and I know I 
will keep cheering as long as 
I live. God bless you.

Ken Gehler,
Columbia, S.C.

Former resident cheering for Mendota

Letters

Public Officials

(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from Aug. 4, 2004.)
By Jessica Nashold

It so happens that this issue of The 
Mendota Reporter is appearing on 
the 200th anniversary of the birth of 
Polly Butler Hickok, on Aug. 4, 1804. 
It seems appropriate, on this date, to 
share the findings of Joseph G. Rosa, of 
Middlesex, England, as he checked the 
background of Polly’s celebrated son, 
Wild Bill Hickok. Rosa is the author of 
several biographies of Wild Bill.

Polly was born in North Hero, Vt. 
In 1827, she married William Alonzo 
Hickok, and after several moves, they 
settled in Homer, Ill., already parents 
of sons Oliver, Lorenzo and Horace. 
In Homer, on May 27, 1837, Polly 
gave birth to another son, James Butler 
Hickok. Later, there were two daughters, 
Celinda, born in 1839, and Lydia, born in 
1842. (Homer was renamed Troy Grove 
when it was found there was already a 
Homer in Illinois.)

William Alonzo Hickok, Polly’s 
husband and father of her children, died 
in 1852. In 1851, Oliver, the eldest son, 
had left for California. In 1856, James 
and Lorenzo went west to Kansas. When 
they received a letter announcing that 
Polly was ill, Lorenzo returned home. 
James, however, remained in Kansas. 
In 1859, Horace visited his brother and 
wrote his mother that James was going 
to Pike’s Peak. He had been employed 
as a teamster by Jones & Cartwright, 
on their route to Denver City. He was 
to receive $30 a month.

Polly promptly replied: “I am sorry 
to hear that James has gone to Pike’s 
Peak. I do not know what he means by 
doing so. Has he got anything, or made 
anything, or is he in debt for his board? 
If you hear from him, tell us all about 
it. I was pleased when I heard you had 
gone to Kansas, instead of the Peak, for 
I thought it would be better for you and 
James to be together. But it seems you 
did not stay together long.”

Among a few existing letters from 
James to Horace, it seems there was a lot 
of brotherly banter. Horace announced 

he would like to go hunting with James, 
only to be told he never got up early 
enough.

In 1861 Polly and the family were 
shocked to hear from their cousin, Guy 
Butler, who lived in Olatha, Kan., that 
James had died, having contracted 
“newmonia,” and that his employers 
had owed him money. Horace promptly 
wrote the company, who advised that 
James was alive and well when he left 
their employ, in late April, and had been 
paid what was due him.

For reasons unknown, James 
stopped off at a Pony Express relay 
station, at Rocky Creek, Nebraska Ter-
ritory. There, on July 12, 1861, a fight 
over ownership of the station resulted 
in three men being killed. Controversy 
still rages over the role James played 
in the affair.

From Rocky Creek, James went to 
Leavenworth where he began service to 
the Union army during the Civil War. 
That service included stints as teamster, 
wagon master, government scout and 
spy. For a brief period, he was a Provost 
Marshal’s detective.

Back in Troy Grove, Polly and other 
family members hears little from James 
during the conflict, except for a visit 
home in 1862.

Following the war, Polly spent a lot 
of time in the East, visiting relatives.

When Harper’s New Monthly Mag-
azine, in February, 1867, published the 
now legendary article, “Wild Billl,” 
written by Col. Georhe Ward Nichols, 
Polly and other family members were 
“bemused.”

One visit home by Wild Bill, in Ro-
sa’s words – “Early in 1869, Polly was 
agog with excitement. James intended 
to come home for his birthday on May 
27. But early in March, he telegraphed 
from Mendota requesting that she meet 
him at the depot. She and Celinda did 
so and James presented Polly with a 
large framed photograph of himself. 
During his short stay in Mendota and 
Troy Grove, James was treated for 
a lance wound suffered in an Indian 
uprising, which turned septic. He was 
summoned to Chicago for a meeting 

with General Phillip Sheridan, possibly 
to brief him on what would be wanted 
of him, should the Plains Indians go on 
the warpath again.

Polly possible last saw James when 
he visited prior to his marriage to Ag-
nes Lake Thatcher, on March 5, 1876, 
in Wyoming Territory. Wild Bill was 
shot on Aug. 2, 1876, as he sat playing 
poker in Saloon No. 10, in Deadwood, 
Dakota Territory. Family members tried 
to keep the news from reaching Polly 
until she could be prepared for the 
shock. But as Rosa relates, the effort 
was fruitless. Polly was found with a 
copy of a newspaper announcing his 
death, in her hands, as she rocked back 
and forth in her chair, tears streaming 
down her face, and blood from a lung 
hemorrhage staining the front of her 
dress. She dies two years later, in 1878, 
still mourning James.

***
SIDETRACK – A letter written by 
Polly to a cousin gives a glimpse 
into her later years. “I don’t expect 
to live very much longer, and still 
I am healthier than I have been in 
years. Life is beautiful and I take 
more interest in what is going on 
in the world, especially in our 
beloved land. Hope the time will 
come when we get cleaned of the 
corruption, and people will find 
there is something that gives more 
satisfaction than the almighty 
dollar. The dear Saviour has been 
my stay and prop through all my 
troubles. O year, I want to tell you, 
I am a bent over old woman, and I 
get around lively. I don’t take any 
kind of drug, no tea, no coffee, no 
meat, except a little chicken meat.”

***
A black taffeta dress belonging to 

Polly, high style for the mid-19th centu-
ry, was modeled on several occasions by 
her granddaughter, Miss Ethel Hickok. It 
can now be seen at the Hume Carnegie 
Museum, in the area devoted to Wild 
Bill Hickok memorabilia.

(Biographer Joseph G. Rosa and 
Cynthia Rosinski have contributed to 
this account.)

Remembering Polly Butler Hickok – 2004

By Rich Lowry
All we need to know about the Deep State, we supposedly 

learned when John F. Kennedy was assassinated in 1963.
In the aftermath of the attempted assassination of Donald 

Trump, Sean Davis of the conservative website The Federalist 
wrote on X, “They did it to Kennedy, and his brother, and 
they just tried to do it to Trump.”

In a recent conversation with Donald Trump Jr., Tucker 
Carlson casually referred to the system having been broken 
“for at least 61 years since they killed a president in an 
election year.”

“Exactly,” Trump Jr. responded. 
In another interview with Carlson, Ron Paul said that there 

“was a coup” on Nov. 22, 1963. 
The JFK conspiracy theories originally emanated from 

the Left. As the Right has come to hate and distrust the Deep 
State, though, the theories have seeped over. 

That such conspiracy theories have so long endured, and, 
in fact, found new converts on another part of the political 
spectrum, is a stunning victory of paranoia over reason and 
fiction over fact. For all its consequences, the JFK assassi-
nation is an uncomplicated murder case.

There were only three shots that day, and they were all fired 
from the Texas School Book Depository, where Lee Harvey 
Oswald worked. Almost all the witnesses thought the shots 
came from the direction of the depository. Multiple witnesses 
saw a man with a rifle in the sixth-floor window. A couple of 
Oswald’s fellow employees were on the floor beneath him 
and saw cement loosened by the shots fall from the ceiling. 

All of this is why the police had an accurate description 
of Oswald within minutes and why an officer immediately 
rushed to the depository and found Oswald right after the 
assassination; he let him go when Oswald’s supervisor said 
he was employed there. 

Oswald was a good shot during his stint in the Marine Corps, 
and the longest shot, the third, which killed Kennedy, was 
only from 88 yards away – considerably closer than Thomas 

Crooks was to Trump in Butler, Pennsylvania. Moreover, 
Kennedy’s two entrance wounds were from behind – where 
Oswald was shooting from. 

No one who knew anything about Oswald could be sur-
prised. He was a misfit with a history of violence, including 
trying to assassinate a right-wing general. Would the CIA 
have recruited Oswald to do its dirty work? It’s a fantastical 
notion. Not only was Oswald an utterly unreliable character, 
he was a pro-Castro Marxist.

Besides, why, if the CIA was omnicompetent enough to 
pull off such an operation, did it not deploy a super-sniper 
who could get in and out of Dallas quickly? At the very least, 
it should have secured a getaway plan for Oswald. Instead, it 
allowed him to careen through the streets of Dallas, a clearly 
desperate man, and after he was captured, permitted him to 
be interrogated by the police for days, when he could have 
unraveled the entire plot. 

Ah, you say, but they didn’t need to rely on Oswald’s 
discretion because they had a hit on him planned via his 
shooter, the strip club owner Jack Ruby? This was clearly 
an impulse killing by another violent misfit, who believed 
he’d be hailed as a hero for taking out JFK’s assassin. With a 
different happenstance or two, Ruby never would have been 
in just the right time and place to kill Oswald. 

Regardless, no organization that valued loyalty or disci-
pline ever would have trusted Ruby, any more than Oswald, 
with anything – not the CIA, and not even the Mafia.

It made sense that the anti-American Left gravitated to a 
conspiratorial view of the JFK assassination. But now some 
on the Right are so disaffected from contemporary America 
that they, too, think that our history is a tale of the nightmarish 
scheming of shadowy forces.

We thought we were citizens of a decent, open society, 
when the truth, or so they believe, is that we live in the plot 
of an Oliver Stone movie. 

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2024 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Sorry, everyone – Oswald still acted alone

UNITED STATES SENATORS
Tammy Duckworth (D), Washington, D.C. office: G12 

Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510, 
telephone (202) 224-2854, fax (202) 228-4611; Chicago 
office: P.O. Box 10793, Chicago, IL 60610, telephone (847) 
794-8977.

Dick Durbin (D), Washington, D.C. office: 711 Hart 
Senate Bldg., Washington, D.C. 20510, telephone (202) 
224-2152, fax (202) 228-0400; Chicago office: 230 S. 
Dearborn, Suite 3892, Chicago, IL 60604, telephone (312) 
353-4952, fax (312) 353-0150; Springfield office: 525 S. 
Eighth St., Springfield, IL 62703, telephone (217) 492-4062, 
fax (217) 492-4382.

UNITED STATES CONGRESS
Lauren Underwood (D), 14th District; Washington, D.C. 

office: 1410 Longworth HOB, Washington, D.C. 20515, 
telephone (202) 225-2976; Sandwich office: 207 E. Church 
St., Unit F, Sandwich, IL 60548, telephone (630) 549-2190.

ILLINOIS GOVERNOR
JB Pritzker (D), Springfield office: Office of the Governor, 

207 State House, Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 
782-0244; Chicago office: Office of the Governor, James R. 
Thompson Center, 100 W. Randolph, 16-100, Chicago, IL 
60601, telephone (312) 814-2121; e-mail GovernorsOffice@
illinois.gov.

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
Juliana Stratton (D), Springfield office: 214 State House, 

Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 558-3085, fax (217) 
558-3094; Chicago office: James R. Thompson Center, 100 
W. Randolph, Suite 15-200, Chicago, IL 60601, telephone 
(312) 814-5240; fax (312) 814-5228; e-mail LtGovernor-
sOffice@illinois.gov.

SECRETARY OF STATE
Alexi Giannoulias (D), 213 State Capitol, Springfield, IL 

62756, telephone toll free in Illinois (800) 252-8980.
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Kwame Raoul (D), Springfield main office: 500 S. Sec-
ond St., Springfield, IL 62701, telephone (217) 782-1090, 
TTY (877) 844-5461; Chicago office: 100 W. Randolph St., 
Chicago, IL 60601, telephone (312) 814-3000, TTY (800) 
964-3013; Northern Illinois Regional Office, Zeke Giorgi 
Center, 2005 S. Wyman St., Suite 307, Rockford, IL 61101, 
telephone (815) 967-3883, TTY (815) 967-3891.

COMPTROLLER
Susana A. Mendoza (D), Office of the Comptroller – 

Springfield Executive Office, 325 W. Adams, Springfield, 
IL 62704, telephone (217) 782-6000; Records Center (800) 
877-8078.

TREASURER
Michael W. Frerichs (D), Springfield Capitol Building, 

219 State House, Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 
782-2211; fax (217) 782-2777.

ILLINOIS SENATORS
Sue Rezin (R), 38th District; Peru office: 350 Fifth St., 

Suite 254, Peru, IL 61354, telephone (815) 220-8720, fax 
(815) 220-8721; State Capitol office: 309J Capitol Building, 
Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 782-3840, fax (217) 
782-7818. 

Win Stoller (R), 37th District; Dixon office: 121 E. First 
St., Dixon, IL 61021, telephone (678) 575-3779; Peoria 
office: 5415 University St., Suite 105, Peoria, IL 61614, 
telephone (309) 693-4921; State Capitol office: Stratton 
Office Building, A Section, Room C, Springfield, IL 62706, 
telephone (217) 782-1942.

ILLINOIS REPRESENTATIVES
Bradley Fritts (R), 74th District; District office: 101 W. 

First St., Suite 501, Dixon, IL 61021, telephone (815) 561-
3690; Springfield office: 221-N Stratton, Springfield, IL 
62706, telephone (217) 782-0535; website www.repfritts.com

Ryan Spain (R), 73rd District; District office: 5407 N. Uni-
versity St., Arbor Hall, Suite B, Peoria, IL 61614, telephone 
(309) 690-7373; Springfield office: 314 Capitol Building, 
Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 782-8108.

Lance Yednock (D), 76th District; District office: 628 
Columbus St., Suite 204, Ottawa, IL 61350, telephone (815) 
324-5055; e-mail staterepyednock@gmail.com; Springfield 
telephone (217) 782-0140. 
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HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

Auto Body Specialists
Weather Tech dealer

Window Tinting
Car/Truck/SUV 

Detailing

And many other truck 
accessories available!

Marten Portable 
Buildings

325 N. 25th Rd.
Rt. 251 S., Peru

224-1506

Advertise
Your 

Business
Here

In The
Area 

Business
Spotlight

539-9396
1207 22nd St.
(815)539-9306

Cash  
& Carry

$1000

Double It For

$1700

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341

Open 6am-10pm 
 7 days a week

• Bakery
• Deli
• Meats
• Liquor
• Produce
• Floral

Across from 
First State Bank, Mendota

Call 
(815) 539-5651

See 
Jackie Near 

for all your 
Insurance Needs!

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

AREA BUSINESS AREA BUSINESS 
SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT

www.eurekasavings.com

Buying a car 
just got easier.
Find out how by 

calling...

Se habla español

ANNA 
ARTEAGA

NMLS #461075

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

LaSalle
Peru

Oglesby
Wenona

Other Locations:

706 Washington St. 
and 1403 13th Ave., 

Mendota

Chris Holdenrid
Senior VP 

Morgage Lending
NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

Kitchen & Bathroom 
Cabinetry
Millwork

 Staircases &  
Custom Projects

1605 Division St., 

Mendota 
 

www.
starvedrockwoodproducts.

com 

815-538-7797

MENDOTA – The American Red Cross held a blood 
drive on July 23 at the Mendota Moose Family Center. 
There were 62 good units collected. There were 44 
whole blood donations and 18 power red donations. 

Multi-gallon donors were Emily Kofoid and Darrell 
Adkins-one gallon, Aaron 
Elston-two gallons, Amy 
Leffelman and Brian 
Blumhorst-three gallons, 
Tori Sadnick-four gallons 
and Cheryl Bird-nine gal-
lons. There were also two 
first-time donors, William 
Madden and Kya Delao. 
Congratulations on these 
milestones.

Volunteers for the day were Paddy Schwemlein, 
Cindy Stephenitch, Sandy Schroeder, Lori Schlesinger, 
Deb Jasper, Dawn Mathesius, and Kathi Stamberger. 
Mendota Subway donated sandwiches for the luncheon 
and First State Bank sponsored the egg salad sandwiches, 
BBQ, and chips for the drive. Desserts were provided by 
Marlene Simonton, Paddy Schwemlein, Leann O’Brien, 
Kathi Stamberger, Barb Cantlin, Kristi Carroll, Teresa 
Leffelman, and Amiee Holland.

The next bloodmobile will be held on Tuesday, Sept. 
17, at the Mendota Moose Family Center. If you would 
like to make an appointment or have questions, please 
call Lori at 815-866-3582.

Blood drive held;
next one Sept. 17

DIXON – State Representative Brad 
Fritts (R-Dixon) has announced a new 
community calendar 
function on his website.

“Beginning today 
(July 31), my official 
website will begin host-
ing a ‘Community Cal-
endar’ page for upcom-
ing local events,” said 
Rep. Fritts. “I’ve heard from many 

constituents and organizations who want 
to support our local communities but 
don’t know where to start. This calendar 
will be a streamlined way for residents 
to find all local events in one location.” 

To view the calendar, visit RepFritts.
com and select ‘Community Calendar’ 
under ‘Events.’

If you are interested in submitting 
a community event, please visit Rep-
Fritts.com for instructions or email 

repfrittsstaff@ilhousegop.org for more 
information. 

Please note that as state ethics laws 
apply to this site, event restrictions apply. 
For-profit, political, or personal events 
will not be posted. Final decisions on 
which events are allowed are made 
at the discretion of the Office of Rep. 
Fritts.

For more information about Rep-
resentative Fritts, visit RepFritts.com.

Fritts

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Abraham Lincoln Presiden-
tial Library and Museum 
has been recognized with 
a Travelers’ Choice award 
from Tripadvisor because 
of its thousands of 5-star 
reviews from visitors.

Tripadvisor says consis-
tently great reviews put the 
library and museum among 
the top 10 percent of all 
attractions around the world.

“Everyone at the Abra-
ham Lincoln Presidential 
Library and Museum values 
the feedback we receive from 
visitors. It’s important to us 
that guests truly connect with 
Lincoln’s life and legacy,” 
said Christina Shutt, the 
ALPLM’s executive director. 
“This award confirms we’re 
succeeding in making those 
connections.”

Recent ALPLM Tri-
padvisor reviews include 
statements like “Highly 
impressive museum …,” 
“Staff were both friendly 
and informative,” and “One 
of the best museums we have 
visited.” To see all reviews, 
visit bit.ly/3iANQL4.

“Travelers’ Choice hon-
ors businesses that con-
sistently demonstrate a 
commitment to hospitality 
excellence. This means they 
have made such a memora-
ble impact on their visitors 
that many of them took the 
time to go online and leave 
a great review about their 
experience,” said John Bo-
ris, Tripadvisor chief growth 
officer.

The presidential library 
and museum combines 
traditional scholarship with 

high-tech showmanship to 
immerse visitors in Abra-
ham Lincoln’s life. They 
can walk through some of 
Lincoln’s most joyous and 
tragic moments, see docu-
ments he wrote and artifacts 
he owned, and enjoy shows 
that bring history to life.

“We are proud to be a 
destination for travelers 
from around the world,” 
said Summer Griffith, the 
ALPLM’s director of mar-
keting and guest experience. 
“It is an honor to introduce 
our guests to Abraham Lin-
coln and to the Springfield 
community.”

Tripadvisor helps mil-
lions of travelers each month. 
They use the website and app 
to browse more than 1 billion 
reviews and opinions on ac-
commodations, restaurants, 

experiences, airlines and 
cruises worldwide.

For more information, 
visit  www.PresidentLin-
coln.illinois.gov. You can 
follow the ALPLM on Face-
book,  Twitter  and  Insta-
gram.

(The mission of the Abra-
ham Lincoln Presidential 
Library and Museum is to 
inspire civic engagement 
through the diverse lens of 
Illinois history and sharing 
with the world the life and 
legacy of Abraham Lincoln. 
We pursue this mission 
through a combination of rig-
orous scholarship and high-
tech showmanship built on 
the bedrock of the ALPLM’s 
unparalleled collection of 
historical materials – rough-
ly 13 million items from all 
eras of Illinois history.)

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum 
voted among top 10 percent of attractions worldwide

Rep. Fritts starts community calendar on website

Don’t miss an issue. 
Subscribe today. For details,

call 815-539-9396.
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• Siding & Brick  
Cleaning

• Clean & Seal  
Decks, Driveways, Sidewalks,  
Houses, Etc

• Commercial and Residential 
Surface Cleaning with Mobile 
Hot and Cold Treatments

T2 Enterprises / Tony Troyer
815.530.4464 03282022

T2

FREE QUOTES!

Power Power 
Washing Washing 

08
05

20
24

10 N US Hwy 34, Mendota $549,900
Great Business Opportunity! Sip n Snack has been in Business for 50 years! Awesome location with lots of 
traffic and close to Mendota golf course. So many opportunities with this restaurant/bar. Features include: 
large parking area, 70 KW generator, over $100,000 in inventory and equipment, pop machine, freezer, fryers, 
refrigerator, some toy machines, tables, chairs, bar stools, everything you need to start today and so much 
more. Downstairs seats around 230 and upstairs seats around 70 people. Bar upstairs and down! Private 
back room for entertaining. 2 updated bathrooms. This business had a lot of take out business as well. Plenty 
of storage throughout. Add catering, deliveries and gaming machines to make more income! Beers signs are 
negotiable. Call for more information and for a showing!

www.Erbes-Realty.com

LORI ERBES, GRI 
Designated Managing Broker

Over 30 years experience
 lorierbes@gmail.com

815-535-6295
www.Erbes-Realty.com

LORI ERBES, GRI 
Designated Managing Broker

Over 30 years experience
lorierbes@erbesrealty.com

815-535-6295

1600 Meriden St., Mendota  4 bed, 2 bath, 2104 sqft
 
Welcome to your new home! This delightful ranch style home offers a perfect blend of modern comfort and classic charm in the heart of 
Mendota. This residence offers 4 bedrooms and 2 Full baths boasting 2,104 square feet of living space, making it ideal for families and 
individuals alike. All custom shades and blinds stay. The open-concept floor plan with eat in kitchen and bar stools and is accentuated 
by tall vaulted ceiling creating a bright and inviting atmosphere. Enjoy cozy evenings in the living room area with the double sided gas 
fireplace. Features a whole house vacuum. Two car garage. New generator installed. The roof was replaced in 2023. 220 volt wiring 
for stove, dryer and water heater. Outside the property, you will find a large deck for entertaining guests. Spacious yard with a privacy 
fence. Call today for a showing!

$329,900

The opening of school brings more 
traffic and more children out walking 

or playing near busy streets and 
intersections. Slow down, look and 

listen... protect our future. Let's keep 
the kids in our community safe.

City of 
Mendota

800 Washington St., Mendota
815-539-7459

"The World's Greatest Little City"

1905 13th Ave., Mendota
815-539-3444
financialplus.org

Highway 52 • Sublette, IL
815-849-5232 OR 800-227-5203

www.vaessenbrothers.com

Mendota Monument 
Company

606 S. Main St. 
815-539-7276
Artistic Memorials

Locally owned & operated
by Paul & Mary Breznay

Now hiring • EOE
Two Mendota locations

149 US 34 Mendota
815-343-1224

r.gloria@comcast.net

708 Jefferson St., 
Mendota 

815-539-6100

Nightengale’s Nightengale’s 
Thrift ShopThrift Shop

Davis Family 
Health LLC

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

Primary Care, Physicals, Weight Loss, Dermal Fillers, Botox Injections,  
Suboxone Program

Veteran Owned and Operated • Most insurances accepted

1212 Currency Court, 
Rochelle, IL 

815-561-8500

1201 Meriden Street, 
Mendota, IL

815-538-1800

804 Washington St.
Mendota

815-539-6354

BUILD IT ONCE - BUILD IT RIGHT

mazelumber.com  
Water Street, Peru  

815-223-1742

Have a 
Great Year, 
Students!

08072024

OGLESBY – Riker Fesperman of La-
Salle was awarded the 2024 Frederick W. 
Matthiessen Award during the 58th annual 
spring commencement ceremony.

Graduating students are nominated for 
the award by faculty for academic schol-
arship, a record of civic achievement or 
community volunteer service, and service 
to the College community. Named for local 
industrialist and philanthropist F.W. Mat-
thiessen, the honor has only been awarded 
29 times since its inception 46 years ago.

“Selecting a winner from some of the 
best of the best is extremely difficult,” 
said College President Dr. Tracy Morris 
in presenting the award. “Our winner this 
year has excelled academically and has 
been involved in a number of leadership 
roles on campus and in the community.”

Fesperman has been an Illinois De-
partment of Natural Resources volunteer 
maintaining nature trails at Starved Rock 
State Park, served as a bell ringer for the 
Salvation Army, led collection drives for 
Illinois Valley Animal Rescue, assisted in 
hosting a Syrian Art Exhibit at IVCC in 
2023, served two years as representative 
on the Student Government Assocation, 
been an officer in several campus student 
groups, and been a peer tutor in the Aca-
demic Support Center.

Fesperman received several nomina-
tions from faculty. Instructor Dawn Cham-
bers commended him for “consistently 
going above and beyond expectations in 
his volunteer efforts ... he approaches each 
task with sincerity and a genuine desire 

to make a positive impact” and creates 
a welcoming and inclusive environment 
for everyone.

Instructor Shannon Slaight applauded 
Fesperman’s endeavors as helping “create 
and promote a better place in the Illinois 
Valley,” and cited Fesperman’s assistance 
in and promotion of multicultural events 
on campus.

Instructor Jason Beyer called Fesper-
man “a moving force” who recruited rotat-
ing faculty sponsors to sustain a struggling 
campus student organization, planned and 
carried out Student Government Associ-
ation fund-raising and promotion efforts, 
and spearheaded a drive to preserve stu-
dent bake sales, a time-honored student 
fundraiser.

Matthiessen winners are: Cynthia 
Liebhart, 1978; Michelle Mueller, 1979; 
Sheila Lyons, 1980; Mary Jo Menendez, 
1982; Paulette Nesbitt, 1987; Donna 
Joerger, 1988; Melissa Leone, 1992; 
Joseph Ablett, 1993; Cathy Thorsen, 
1995; Scott Forrest, 1995; Nancy Kochis, 
1997; Beth Whittington, 1999; Eliza-
beth Zelenski, 2000; Kristin Abrahams, 
2004; Megan Guilfoyle, 2007; Michelle 
Franklin, 2008; Cassie Fuller, 2009; 
Tyler Swanlund, 2010; Caitlin Rinker, 
2011; Kristopher Sienza, 2011; Jackie 
Heim, 2012; Ashley Williams, 2015; 
Matthew Phillips, 2016; Trevor Finnan, 
2017; Martha Hoffman, 2018; Lillian 
Rodrigues, 2019; Devanshi Patel, 2020; 
Grace McCormick, 2021; and Hope 
Beelman, 2022.

LaSalle student is the recipient of
2024 Matthiessen Award at IVCC

It’s Garage 
Sale time. 
Advertise
yours in

The Reporter!

OGLESBY – Last fall, 
Illinois Valley Community 
College Director of Admis-
sions Tom Quigley treated a 
Dutch guest to American cui-
sine and Halloween displays. 
This spring, it was Quigley’s 
turn to sample Dutch culture.

Quigley rejoined Ryan 
Smulders in ‘s-Hertogen-
bosch, The Netherlands, 
where Smulders teaches 
at Koning Willem I Col-
lege. The pair are part of a 
professional study abroad 
program through the Illinois 
Consortium for International 
Studies and Programs.

Quigley gained insight 
into Dutch college life as well 
as the country’s lifestyle.

“One of the most striking 
aspects is the pervasive cy-
cling culture. Bicycles are the 
primary mode of transport 
for many people, and the 
infrastructure is incredibly 
supportive of this. Bike lanes 
are everywhere, and it’s 
impressive to see how seam-
lessly integrated cycling is 
into daily life. We biked to 
work every day – even in the 
pouring rain! -- which is very 
different than here.”

Though not fond of the 
rainy climate, Quigley en-
joyed the food. “I enjoyed 
trying traditional Dutch 
foods such as stroopwafels, 
kibbeling, cheese, and bitter-
ballen. The focus on fresh, 
local ingredients in many 
meals was also impressive.” 
He also noted the college 
provided plenty of tea and 
coffee, preferred beverages 
in the country.

The Dutch place a strong 
emphasis on work-life bal-

As this Dutch streetscape shows, bicycling is a favored 
method of transport in Holland. IVCC Director of Admis-
sions Tom Quigley and his host biked to and from work 
daily, even in the rain. And, he notes, it rained a lot. He 
was also able to compare Dutch life- and workstyles to 
those in his own country. (Photo contributed)

IVCC participates in professional
study abroad program with Dutch

ance, Quigley learned. 
“Many people work rea-
sonable hours and prioritize 
spending time with family 
and friends. This balance 
contributes to a high quality 
of life and a relaxed, enjoy-
able atmosphere. Everyone 
has a hybrid work schedule 
so they can work from home 
when they want to.”

Quigley met the college 
president, the international 
department, the marketing 
department, the public rela-
tions department, some proj-
ect managers, students, and 
some teachers. A highlight 

was having dinner with the 
president and the internation-
al department.

He enjoyed reuniting with 
Smulders, who he’d hosted 
on a two-week visit to IVCC 
and the Illinois Valley. “Ryan 
was incredibly welcoming 
and hospitable. He went out 
of his way to make me feel at 
home, which made the tran-
sition to a new environment 
very smooth,” Quigley said. 

Quigley added he’d like 
to do another cultural ex-
change and would recom-
mend the opportunity to his 
colleagues.
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800 Washington Street
815-539-7459

www.mendota.il.us

City of 
Mendota

715 
Washington Street

815-539-5651

ACCURATE TITLE & LICENSE  
Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota 
815-539-9311

ASSISTED/INDEPENDENT LIVING
Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St. 
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

AUCTIONEERS  
McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

AUTO BODY REPAIR 
Furar’s Body Shop
306 Plaza Dr.
815-539-6075 

AUTO REPAIR 
LaMoille Auto Care Center and Towing
92 N. Main St., LaMoille
815-638-2733

Sahuayo Auto Repair
202 Sandra Ave.
815-538-2000

ATTORNEY 
The Cantlin Law Firm
815-433-4712 
www.cantlinlaw.com

Guilfoyle & Stevenson LLP
1316 Meriden St.
815-539-6711
Guilfoyleandstevenson.com

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 
Mendota Ford
Rt. 251 S. 
815-539-9314  
www.mendotaford.com

Schimmer, Inc. Buick • Chevy
Rt. 251 S.
815-539-9343
www.schimmergm.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette
815-849-5232
www.vaessenbrothers.com

CABINETRY 
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru
815-223-1742

CABINETRY AND STAIRS  
Starved Rock Wood Products
815-538-7797
1605 Division Street • Mendota
starvedrockwoodproducts.com

CARPET & FLOORING
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
800 Washington  St. 
815-539-6507

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL   
Mauch Carpentry
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-7867 
License #104005528

DENTISTS  
Krenz Dental, Ltd.
Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. • 815-538-5316

ELECTRICAL 
Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

Hilliker Electric, LLC
1417 Franklin Grove
815-456-7036

ELECTRICAL/CONTRACTING  
Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. 
815-538-5598

EXCAVATING AND SEWER 
TJS Excavating
815-228-9845
Tjsexcavating.com

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.  
815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

First State Bank
706 Washington St. • Main 
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza
815-538-2265 
firststatebank.biz 
Member FDIC

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
First State Bank of Van Orin
200 N Main St., Van Orin 
815-638-2111
Member FDIC

Malden Banking Center
302 N Main St. 
815-643-2121
Member FDIC

NuMark Credit Union
Earlville • Paw Paw • Sublette
NUMARKCU.ORG
Member NCUA-ESI

FIREPLACES
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

FITNESS
Mendota YMCA
1811 S. 13th Ave.
815-538-2900
Ivymca.org/Mendota-ymca/

FLORISTS  
Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse
1207 22nd St. 
815-539-9306

FOOD TRUCK 
Tacos Guzman
815-503-0839
Follow us on Facebook

FUNERAL HOMES  
Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 W. Main St. 
815-539-8500

FURNITURE   
Meyers Furniture & Carpet & Mattress
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES  
De La O 
Grocery • Deli • Meats • Catering 
710 Jefferson St. 
815-539-6871

Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St. 
815-539-9341

HEALTH CARE CLINIC  
Davis Family Health, LLC 
1201 Meriden St.
815-538-1800

HEATING & COOLING  
CONTRACTORS  

Correa Heating and Air Conditioning
815-910-9876

Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service Plumbing, Heating, 
Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St. 
815-539-3828  
IL Lic. #055-041123

HOME HEALTH/HOSPICE 
In-Home Care Connection  
Hospice Services
680 W. Peru St., Princeton
815-872-7447
www.ihcccare.com

HOUSE CLEANING 
Illinois Valley Clean Team
815-228-5273

ICE CREAM SHOP 
Neveria y Paleteria
La Esquinita de Oro
Ice Cream Shop
1206 Sixth Ave. • Mendota
815-503-0162

IDOT INSPECTIONS  
RC Service Co. – Haun Inc.
904 Main St.
815-538-6311

INSURANCE  
First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • 815-539-5651

Kurt Bruno State Farm Insurance
1103 Main St.
815-539-3878

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. • 815-539-9311

KITCHEN & BATH
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

SITK
1619 N. Main St. • Princeton
815-879-0604
www.somekitchen.com

KITCHEN & BATH
Starved Rock Wood Products
815-538-7799
1605 Division Street • Mendota
srwoodproducts.com

LIBRARY
Graves-Hume Public Library
1401 W. Main St.
815-538-5142
www.graveshume.org

LIQUOR STORE
Lakeside Liquors & Tobacco
1310 Meriden St.
815-539-6400

MUSEUMS 
Breaking The Prairie Museum and 
Country Chapel
684 8th St.
815-539-3373

Hume Carnegie Museum
901 Washington St.
815-539-3373

Union Depot Railroad Museum
638 Main St.
815-538-3800

OPTOMETRIST  
Dr. Tara Van de Wyngaerde
700 14th Ave.
815-539-6291

PET GROOMING  
Dirty Dawgs
1111 Main St. 
815-538-2550

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS 
Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service  
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

POST FRAME BUILDERS  
N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road
815-539-9325
New construction & repair

REALTORS  
Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette
815-535-6295 • Lorierbes@gmail.com

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5 
815-539-3811

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

RESTAURANTS  
Cindy’s on 34
1300 Raymond Drive 
815-539-9000

El Ray Del Taco Mexican Restaurant
701 Main St.
815-539-7100

Ziggie’s Family Restaurant
1212 First Ave.
815-539-5060
Ziggiesrestaurant.com

SEAMLESS ROOFING   
DuroLast Roofing
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-5142 
License #104005528

SOCIAL CLUB  
Mendota Elks Lodge #1212
707 Indiana Ave.
815-538-3557

TAX PREPARATION  
H&R Block
1313 Meriden St. 
815-539-7610
hrblock.com

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. 
815-539-9311

THRIFT STORES  
Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St. • 815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic  • 815-910-0200

TRANSPORTATION
Mendota Area Senior Services 
1901 Tom Merwin Drive
815-539-7700 
mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

TOWING  
Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul, Matt & Brendan Ramer
4266 E. 4th Road  
815-539-5321

VAPE/SMOKE SHOP
Smooth Smokes and Vapor 
1001 Main St.
815-539-3499

VETERINARIANS
Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM ABVP
1205 6th Ave. 
815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com
 
Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM
Rt. 251 N. 
815-539-6601
www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742
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Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars, 
Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,  

Hot Rods, Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

Call Jim at 630-201-8122Call Jim at 630-201-8122 07
29

20
24

TTOOPP  DDOOLLLLAARR  PPAAIIDD!!
For your classic car - Restored or Unrestored

Janko Realty currently has 1, 2 and 3 
bedroom and studio units 

available for rent in Mendota.  
Please check out our available 

rentals and applications online at 
www.jankorealty.propertyware.com 

or call 815-830-4422.
03062023

Janko Realty & Development

Asking $125,000.00
Call for Appointment - 815-539-5288

House For SaleHouse For Sale
214 16th Street,  214 16th Street,  
MendotaMendota

07
15

20
24

2 Story, 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom

Newly remodeled 
kitchen with  
laundry on  
1st floor.

Located on a large 
lot with oversized 

2 car garage.
Appliances Stay.

Thanks to all who sent 
cards/gifts to the old farmers 
for our 60th anniversary. It’s 
been a wonderful six decades 
surrounded by Mendota-area 
friends and family. Thanks, 
too, to our kids for a memo-
rable weekend in Wisconsin. 
Love ya all.
Merv and Kay Schlesinger

CARDS OF
THANKS

NO VALID
DRIVER’S LICENSE
Luis Miguel Cabrea Co-

bix, 39, of 905 ½ Illinois 
Ave., Mendota, was charged 
with no valid driver’s license 
after a traffic stop at 12th 
Street and Fourth Avenue at 
4:10 p.m. Aug. 1. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

WARRANT ARREST
Conor E. Shukstor, 31, 

of Streator, was arrested at 
3:08 p.m. Aug. 2 on a Grundy 
County warrant for failure to 
appear/driving while license 
suspended after police of-
ficers conducted a service 
call at 607 Eighth Ave. The 
subject was released with a 
Grundy County court date.

THEFT
Mark A. Moedinger, 43, 

of LaSalle, was charged with 
theft after police officers 
conducted a service call at 
2701 E. 12th St., Mendota, at 
2:56 p.m. Aug. 3. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE REVOKED
Brittany A. Debeck, 33, of 

1107 Monroe St., Mendota, 
was charged with driving 
while license revoked after 
police officers conducted an 
investigation near the inter-
section of East Main Street 
and Peri Drive at 8:44 p.m. 
Aug. 4. The subject was re-
leased with a LaSalle County 
court date.

POLICE BLOTTER

OTTAWA – Christo-
pher Dvorak, Region-
al Superintendent of 
Schools, would like to 
remind everyone how 
important it is to know 
and obey school bus 
laws. 

Citizens should know 
that the flashing amber 
lights are a warning the 
bus is going to stop, and 
the flashing red lights and 
extended stop arm mean 
the bus has stopped to 
load or unload children. 
Motorists are required by 
state law to obey these 
signals. 

Please help protect 
the children who ride the 
school buses by obeying 
the law.

Reminder to
obey school

bus laws

MENDOTA – Members of the Mendota Police De-
partment would like to remind citizens of an important 
safety tip. Whether your vehicle is in your garage, 
driveway or parked on the street, always keep it locked.

Do not leave the keys in the ignition of your vehicle, 
even if you are only parking it for a short period of 
time. Do not leave purses, wallets or other valuables in 
your vehicle, as this attracts unwanted attention from 
a would-be thief.

Please assist the Mendota Police Department to help 
keep you and your valuables safe.

Mendota Police Dept. advises
to always keep vehicle locked

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota Police Department 
encourages its citizens to pre-
vent crime before it happens. 
Taking a few prevention 
steps could keep your home 
from being a target. The 
golden rule in home security 
is to ensure that your property 
does not present an opportu-
nity. Please consider these 
burglary prevention tips.

• A would-be burglar will 
look for signs of an alarm 
or cameras. Let them know 
they cannot enter your home 
unnoticed.

• Over one-third of home 
burglaries are termed by 
police as “no force” entries. 
Doors or windows that are 
left unlocked allow easy 
access to the home.

• Sliding glass doors are 
another easy way in. They 
are usually at the rear and 
can often be lifted out of 
their frames.

• An unsecured garage 
door presents an opportunity 
for a burglar to enter your 
property if your garage is 
attached to the home or to 
find tools to assist him.

• An unlocked shed or out-
building likewise presents 
an easy target. The burglar 
can use your own tools to 
enter your home or take 
valuables such as bikes and 
lawnmowers.

• A dark property is 
always attractive. About 
90 percent of all intruders 
choose not to enter a resi-
dence that is well lit so keep 
the main entryways and 
exterior sections of your 
home lit, either constantly 
or using motion sensor 
lighting.

• Overgrown bushes or 
trees close to your home 
allow a burglar to hide and 
can provide a leverage to 
higher windows.

• A quick escape is im-
portant for a burglar, so high 
fences or hedges are a real 
deterrent.

• Burglars prefer to tar-
get empty residences. Stop 
the newspapers when you 
go on vacation and have a 
neighbor pick up your mail.

• Install  a deadbolt 
lock. Deadbolts are usually 
locked with a key from the 
outside and a thumb turn 
on the inside. The cylinder 
should be pick resistant. 

Lock your doors every 
time you leave. The more 
popular times for residen-
tial burglaries are weekday 
daylight hours. In over 
one-third of all burglaries, 
there is no forcible entry 
- someone forgot to lock 
the door.

• Install solid doors. 
Outside doors should be 
metal or solid hardwood and 
at least 1-3/4 inches thick. 
Frames must be made of 
equally strong material and 
each door must fit its frame 
securely.

• Keep garage doors 
closed and locked.

• Secure sliding doors 
and windows. Cut a broom 
handle to the length of the 
bottom track so that the win-
dow or door will not slide 
open when forced. Also, 
drill one hole through both 
castings and sliding window 
and insert a nail or pin.

• Secure sash windows. 
To prevent wooden sash 
windows from being pried 
open, drill a downward 
sloping hole into the top of 
the bottom window through 
and into the bottom of the 
top window and insert a 
pin or nail. To prevent 
aluminum windows from 
being broken into, purchase 
a track lock that blocks the 
window track.

MPD offers burglary prevention tips

Professional Deck Design • Full Remodel Services • Additions & Repairs

Ken@primesolutions.com

815.690.4025
Follow us on FB Prime Solutions Inc

Prime SolutionsPrime Solutions

08
07

20
24
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SPORTS

OGLESBY – IVCC’s 
youth basketball camp has 
become a tradition in the 
Stokes family, passed down 
from father Trent to son 
Gavin. Lessons they have 
learned there stick with them.

Those lessons not only 
boosted Trent’s successful 
high school and college court 
careers, but he still applies 
them now that he coaches.

“The camps gave me a 
lot of knowledge for the 
game, and that -- along with 
game experience and picking 
coaches’ brains through the 
years – has helped me as 
assistant coach with my son’s 
team,” Trent said.

He realized early on that 
“I’m pretty good at this” 
game, and signed up for 
hometown camps in Men-
dota too. “It was fun playing 
and seeing how I could play 
with other kids. I got better 
and went to bigger camps 
and met kids from all over 
the area. We all hung out 
and liked playing the game.”

He studied all the dif-
ferent coaching styles, too. 
Ultimately, “I came out 
well-rounded as a player, 
physically and mentally.”

He was good enough to 
play varsity as a high school 
sophomore, and achieved all-
state honors his senior year 
at Mendota High School. 
He played two years as an 
IVCC Eagle, and remembers 
defeating tougher top-ranked 
opponents. 

In college, former high 
school rivals become team-
mates – and friends. “I was 
playing with guys I was used 
to playing against, and you 
don’t always like the guys 
you play against! But I got 
to know them – it was a good 
experience!”

Even in his career as an 
assistant plant manager, he 
credits his athletic experi-
ence for instilling valuable 
skills such as teamwork and 
discipline.

Gavin, 13, has been attend-
ing the IVCC camp since third 
grade. He says they’ve given 
him a chance to make new 
friends, sharpen his defensive 
strategy, and inspired him to 
stretch his athletic capabil-
ities. A valuable lesson ab-
sorbed is to review potential 
plays in his head and visualize 
his actions.

“College camps are more 
of a challenge. There’re a lot 
of different drills I haven’t 
done before,” he said. The 
IVCC camp gives him a 
chance to meet the Eagles 

Trent Stokes and his son, Gavin, celebrate after a recent grade school conference 
championship. IVCC’s youth basketball camps have been a key summer activity for 
them since Trent was a boy. (Photo contributed)

IVCC hoop camp a tradition for Stokes family

teammates who assist in the 
drills and has sharpened his 
skills for the annual Elks 
Hoop Shoot, a competition in 
which his father once earned 
a state ranking. 

The just-ended 2024 
IVCC camp wrapped up a 
resounding year for Gavin, 
whose Oglesby Washington 
School team had ended the 
season second in the state. 
The team went undefeated 
for two years until it lost the 
state championship by three 

points in double overtime.
Gavin’s passion for the 

game came early. “He’s a lot 
more driven than I was. He 
has the ability, and he wants 
to get better,” his dad said. 
Trent remembers playing out 
in the driveway with his then 
3-year-old. “Here was Gavin 
dribbling two basketballs at 
once. People were stopping 
to watch!”

Though their camps were 
decades apart, Trent and 
Gavin were both awestruck 

when they entered the IVCC 
gym for the first time. “It 
was overwhelming!” Trent 
remembers, adding “and then 
seeing guys older than me and 
thinking, ‘Man, I’m not going 
up against them, am I?’”

The annual IVCC camp 
is sponsored by the col-
lege’s men’s basketball 
program. For information 
on the program, contact 
head coach Chris Herman at 
Chris_Herman@ivcc.edu or 
815-224-0593.

SPRINGFIELD – Gordon 
Lightfoot’s song The Wreck 
of the Edmund Fitzger-
ald  depicts the Midwest’s 
waterways simultaneously 
as a robust economic and 
recreational force and a ter-
rifying force of nature. As 
beautiful as the rivers and 
lakes of Illinois are, any body 
of water can become danger-
ous and deadly when mixing 
boating and alcohol. Alcohol 
drastically increases the risks 
and dangers of boating in Illi-
nois waterways. The Illinois 
Liquor Control Commission 
(ILCC) urges boat operators 
and passengers to be respon-
sible, practice moderation, 
and understand the threats of 
drinking and boating.

“Like drinking and driv-
ing, Boating Under the Influ-
ence (BUI) of alcohol can im-
pair operator and passenger 
safety. Alcohol can damage 
operator judgment, reflexes, 
depth perception, and coor-
dination abilities. No matter 
how confident a boat operator 
is while under the influence, 
the consequences of alcohol 
on an individual’s mental and 
physical well-being increase 

Don’t booze and boat: The risks of drinking while boating

Alcohol drastically increases the risks and dangers of boating in Illinois waterways. The 
Illinois Liquor Control Commission (ILCC) urges boat operators and passengers to be 
responsible, practice moderation, and understand the threats of drinking and boating.

the danger of boating,” said 
Illinois Liquor Control Com-
mission Executive Director 
Lisa Gardner.

The Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources (IDNR) 
reported 70 boating accidents 
and 72 people arrested for 
BUI in Illinois in 2023. 
Tragically, IDNR registered 
two fatalities in BUI inci-
dents in 2023. Due to the 
deaths and injuries caused by 
BUIs, boaters must educate 
themselves on safety on the 

water. For more information 
on boating safety, please visit 
the IDNR webpage on boat-
ing safety education: https://
dnr.illinois.gov/safety/boat-
ingsafety.html.

In Illinois, it is illegal to 
operate a boat with a Blood 
Alcohol Content of 0.08 
or higher, or while under 
the influence of drugs. The 
ILCC urges Illinoisans to 
not consume alcohol while 
operating a boat to lower 
the risks of bodily harm 

that can be caused by BUI. 
Should an individual wish 
to appreciate Illinois’ rivers 
and lakes while enjoying 
alcohol, the ILCC recom-
mends designating a sober 
operator before a boating 
trip or taking advantage 
of the many commercial 
boats and watercraft with 
professional operators in 
waterways across the State.

To learn more about the 
ILCC and its divisions, vis-
it www.ILCC.Illinois.gov.

MENDOTA – Mendota High 
School encourages all students to 
get involved in fall athletics. Sports 
physicals are required for all athletes 
before they are allowed to practice. A 
freshman 9th-grade physical counts 
as a sports physical for incoming 
freshman students. 

The first practices and times are 

as follows:
• Football – Monday, Aug. 12, 

3:30-6:30 p.m., MHS practice field
• Boys’ Soccer – Monday, Aug. 

12, 3:30-5 p.m., MHS practice 
field 

• Volleyball – Monday, Aug. 12, 
3:30-5:30 p.m., MHS gymnasium

• Girls’ Tennis – Monday, Aug. 

12, 3:45-5 p.m., MHS Tennis Courts
• Cross Country – Monday, 

Aug. 12, 3:30-5:15 p.m., Room 110 
(dressed to run)

• Golf – Monday, Aug. 12, 3:30-5 
p.m., Mendota Golf Club 

• Fall Cheerleading – Tuesday, 
Aug. 13, 3:30-5:30 p.m., MHS 
Cafeteria

First practices set for MHS fall sports
I was torn between two, what I felt were must see events, 

on Thursday, Aug. 1.
Locally, the Illinois Valley Pistol Shrimp were hosting a 

Prospect League playoff baseball game to see if the Peru team 
could become the Northwest Division champions.

Nationwide, the first NFL preseason game, known as 
the Hall of Fame Game, was being played between the 
Chicago Bears, my favorite team, and the Houston Texans 
in Canton, Ohio, which includes introductions to this year’s 
HOF inductees.

Since I believe 
this is the best Pis-
tol Shrimp team 
that has been com-
piled since arriv-
ing in Peru in 2021 
(after forming in 
Lisle in 2019 and 
moving during 
COVID-19) and I 
recently had own-

er/manager John Jakiemiec and general manager June Keely 
on an episode of my podcast, Edge of Your Seat Podcast, I 
thought I should go to the baseball game and record the HOF 
game on my YouTube TV account.

I’m so glad we have the technology we have in 2024 
where we can almost, figuratively and literally, be in two 
or more places at the same time when it comes to sports or 
TV viewing. 

It was a great decision.
I got the opportunity to see the Shrimp defeat the Clinton 

(Iowa) Lumberkings to win their third division crown since 
2019, which advanced them to the Western Conference 
Championship.

On Saturday, Aug. 3, while I was in Cleveland attend-
ing WWE Summer Slam, the Pistol Shrimp defeated the 
Thrillville Thrillbillies (for Illinois Valley’s first conference 
championship after falling short in both 2019 and 2022 and 
its first appearance in the Prospect League Championship, 
kicking off today (Monday, Aug. 5) on Bob Warn Field at 
Sycamore Stadium in Terre Haute, Ind. 

I was glad I had the opportunity to be present for a fraction 
of the Illinois Valley Pistol Shrimp’s success and I hope it 
continues so I can see the crowning of the 2024 Prospect 
League Champion, which will take place at the Shrimp’s 
Schweickert Stadium. 

It’ll be super awesome if the crowing at the Shrimp’s 
stadium is of the Shrimp. Let’s go.

Afterward, I was able to watch the Hall of Fame Game, 
the Bears (my favorite team, yes, purposely repeated) and 
to see the Class of 2024 walk across the Canton field or on 
the screen.

I was three months old when the Bears defeated the New 
England Patriots, 46-10, at Super Bowl XX on Jan. 26, 1986. 
In other words, I didn’t get to watch the game because I had 
naps I couldn’t miss.

Steve “Mongo” McMichael was on the Super Bowl team 
in part of his career lasting from 1980-1994 with the Patriots 
(1980), Bears (1981-1993) and the Green Bay Packers (1994). 

I probably began watching sports serious in 1992 or 
1993 because of Michael Jordan and it translated to all 
sports, not just basketball. However, I was too late for 
McMichael’s career.

Another however, I was not too late to see him in the media 
or to watch him wrestle as part of the 4-Horsemen with Ric 
Flair, Arn Anderson, Chris Benoit, Dean Malenko, and Curt 
Henning (guys came and went quickly during this time) on 
WCW TV in the mid-to-late 1990s.

I hated him.
I didn’t want to see him or any of them win. 
But he was entertaining. Every time I saw a long, 

Burnette ponytail rocked by a gentlemen, I either thought 
it was “Mongo” McMichael or thought they wanted to 
be him. He never backed down from anyone, which I’ll 
always respect.

Eventually, as technology and YouTube came about, I 
was able to see footage of him during his NFL days. I saw 
his tenacity, his dedication, his brotherhood for all of the 
other Bears in the same manner as the 4-Horsemen and 
began to love the dude. 

When I was working at the NewsTribune in LaSalle, 
Mongo came to the Mendota QB Club Golf Outing. I 
was more than upset that I wasn’t able to cover the event 
for a story because of a family gathering. I missed the 
opportunity to meet a Bears legend for a bunch of people 
I didn’t know then and haven’t seen since.

When I heard he was being enshrined as one of the 
gridiron immortals, I knew I had to tune in. I also viewed 
when his HOF bust was unveiled to McMichael. Although 
laying in a hospital bed with what seems a hundred cords 
and tubes hooked up to monitors and lifesaving equipment 
due to his battle with ALS, I shared the same smile the rest 
of the football world had on their faces.

Fast forward from watching WCW on a 1980s bubble 
TV in the 90s to working at Steak’n Shake in Carbondale 
during my junior year at Southern Illinois University.

I couldn’t get out of my shift. I contacted all the other 
white apron wearing financially struggling college students 
who were trained to make shakes, cook burgers, and/or wash 
dishes. They all turned me down…because they wanted to 
watch the game.

My uniform was put on and my car started, maybe by 
themselves because I had no interest in getting paid on a 
day, I wanted to do nothing more than spend money on all 
the best football food and beverage and hang out with my 
friends.

Thankfully, the manager was cool on Feb. 4, 2007, 
he usually wasn’t, and he brought in a TV to replace the 
broken one hanging on the wall in the break room so we 
could watch the game.

With a fry in my chocolate shake, I stood in the middle 
of the break room and screamed “Yeahhhhhhhhhhhhhhh-
hhhhhhhhhhhh” at the top of my lungs when Devin Hester 
began the second of the two Bears’ Super Bowl appearances 
with a 92-yard opening kickoff return touchdown. 

As we all know, the Bears lost to the Colts, 29-17, but 
we all know, remember, and love Hester for what he did 
during his years with the Bears (2006-13).

Call him a niche player or a specialist as a returner if 
you choose, but no one did it better and no one installed 
more fear in special team’s units than him…before, during, 
or after his career.

I don’t have any special moments which remind me of 
Julius Peppers except he was an animal and a player I was 
glad left the Carolina Panthers to join the Bears.

The Bears don’t win a Super Bowl every year or more 
than one in almost 40 years, but the fans are loyal because 
of talent like Mongo, Hester, and Peppers.

Legendary Chicago Bears 
officially in Canton

Not the
Last Chance

By Brandon
LaChance
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SPORTS

GARAGE SALE TIME!

It’s a great time to have a Garage Sale. If you’re planning to get 
together some of the items you no longer use around your home and set 

up your own sale, be sure you follow some important basic steps!

1. WHAT TO SELL
Anything that still has usability and some value.

2. HOW TO PRICE
Decide the price of each item and then tag that
item.

3. LENGTH OF SALE
Sales from Thursday through Saturday seem best.

4. HOW TO SET IT UP
Make it easy for buyers to view the items and have
a central place with sufficient change for them to
pay.

5. HOW TO ADVERTISE
The most effective place to reach more people is in
The Mendota Reporter. We will be happy to assist
you in placing your sale ad.

Call 815-539-9396 or 
stop in the office at 

703 Illinois Ave.

garage sale deadlines*

THURSDAY, 3 PM -
to appear in Monday’s Money Saver

MONDAY, 10 AM -
To appear in Wednesday’s Reporter

* On a week with a holiday, deadlines may change. Please call to verify.

Billions of people across the globe 
share a passion for sports. Whether it’s 
youngsters playing on sandlots, adoles-
cents competing in scholastic sports or 
even professional athletes locking horns 
at the highest level, there’s no denying 
that sports appeals to people of all ages.

The thrill of competition undoubtedly 
compels many athletes to engage in 
sports, but playing a sport also makes for 
great exercise. That’s even the case for 
various recreational sports, which many 
athletes look to after their more formal 
playing days have ended. In fact, the 
following recreational sports are not only 
fun, but also make for a great workout.

Pickleball
Perhaps no recreational sport has 

enjoyed a surge popularity as significant 
as pickleball in recent years. The 2023 
Topline Participation Report from the 
Sports & Fitness Industry Association 
indicates participation in pickleball 
grew by 159 percent between 2019 
and 2022. Pickleball is something of 

a hybrid sport that combines elements 
of tennis and ping-pong to form a fun 
activity that’s also great exercise. An 
ongoing examination of pickleball by 
Apple has found that participation in the 
sports helps players reach moderate to 
vigorous heart rate zones, which cardiol-
ogists note can improve cardiac fitness. 
In addition, a 2023 study published in 
the journal Frontiers in Psychology 
found that pickleball players enjoyed 
significant improvements in happiness, 
life satisfaction and personal well-being 
after taking up the sport.

Basketball
Basketball is among the more ac-

cessible recreational sports, as it’s not 
uncommon for players to find a pickup 
game at their local park on a nice spring 
or summer afternoon or evening. Bas-
ketball combines various components 
of a great workout, including cardio-
vascular exercise, coordination and 
balance and weight-bearing activity. A 
2018 study published in the Journal of 

Sport and Health Science found that 
both half-court and full-court basketball 
helped to increase lean body mass, bone 
mineral density and oxygen uptake, each 
of which helps to make recreational 
basketball a great way for players to 
improve their overall health.

Golf
The serene setting of a typical golf 

course can make it easy to see the sport as 
fun but not necessarily a great workout. 
But that’s a misconception, as a round of 
18 can make for great exercise. A 2016 
study published in the British Journal 
of Sports Medicine noted that golf can 
be a useful ally in the prevention and 
treatment of chronic diseases such as 
heart attack, stroke, certain cancers, and 
diabetes, among other conditions. Walk-
ing the course, as opposed to renting a 
cart during a round, makes for excellent 
cardiovascular exercise as well.

Athletes may embrace recreational 
sports for fun, but these physical activ-
ities also can make for a great workout.

Recreational sports that make for a great workout

OTTAWA – The U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, 
Rock Island District, is 
offering a free boating 
safety education class at 
the Illinois Waterway Vis-
itor Center located at 950 
N. 27th Road in Ottawa 
on Saturday, Aug. 17. The 
class runs from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and is open to anyone 
11 years of age or older. 
Completion of only one 
course is necessary for 
certification.

New boaters as well 
as seasoned individu-
als looking to brush up 
on safe boating knowl-
edge, are encouraged 
to take the course. No 
on-the-water experience 
is offered during the class-

room-based course. Upon 
successful completion 
of the class and exam, 
participants will be issued 
an Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources 
Boat Safety Certification, 
which is honored in both 
Iowa and Illinois.

Pre-registration for the 
class is required and youth 
under the age of 16 must be 
accompanied by an adult. 
Space is limited and class-
es fill quickly. To register 
contact the Illinois Water-
way Visitor Center at 815-
667-4054. Visit  https://
www.mvr.usace.army.
mil/Missions/Recreation/
Illinois-Waterway/Boat-
er-Safety-Classes/  for 
more information.

Free boating safety course 
to be offered at Illinois 
Waterway Visitor Center

Pickleball is something of a hybrid sport that combines elements of tennis and ping-pong to form a fun activity 
that’s also great exercise. 

Support your favorite
player or team by
attending a game!
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ENTERTAINMENT

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: Do you know if they 
are going to make a second 
season of the new “Justified” 
series? -- 
J.S.

A:  It’s 
been more 
than a year 
since “Jus-
tified: City 
Primeval” 
premiered 
on FX. The reboot of the 
widely acclaimed original 
series “Justified” marked the 
return of Timothy Olyphant 
as Deputy U.S. Marshal 
Raylan Givens, but it wasn’t 
set in the hills of Kentucky 
anymore. Instead, his char-
acter was seen in Miami, 
contemplating retirement 
before he was summoned to 
Detroit for a new case.

Walton Goggins, who 
played Raylan’s longtime foe 
Boyd Crowder, told TV In-
sider that “everyone wants to 
do another lap of ‘Justified.’” 
But he said, “It’s just a matter 
of timing and whether or not 
FX wants to pick it up.” The 
show also streams on Hulu, 
so if FX is foolish enough not 
to greenlight another season, 
perhaps Hulu or another 
streaming service will.

Honestly, the biggest 
obstacle right now seems to 
be scheduling. Goggins is 
currently juggling several 

Olyphant

shows:  HBO’s “The Righ-
teous Gemstones,” Amazon 
Prime Video’s “Fallout,” and 
the upcoming new season of 
“The White Lotus” (also on 
HBO). Meanwhile, Olyphant 
will star opposite Tom Hardy 
in the film “Havoc.” He also 
has another FX project on 
the horizon, a prequel series 
based on the “Alien” movies, 
titled “Alien: Earth.” Perhaps 
after some much needed rest 
for the stars, “Justified” will 
find its way into production 
again.

***
Q: With movies being 

so expensive these days, I 
missed “The Fall Guy” in 
theaters. Will it be available 
to stream anywhere soon? 
-- M.M.

A: Yes, romantic com-
edies are in big demand 
from the public, but due to 
inflation, moviegoing seems 
to be on the decline, except 
for big-budget action flicks 
like “Twisters” or anything 
in the Marvel or DC Uni-
verses. “The Fall Guy” cost 
$140 million to make, but 
only grossed $28 million its 
opening weekend, a shock-
ing disappointment with stars 
like Ryan Gosling and Emily 
Blunt as leads. The rom-com 
adventure film had all the 
recipes for a hit, but it just 
didn’t produce.

The film was available to 

rent or purchase as early as 
May 21, and it came out on 
DVD a month later. Begin-
ning Friday, Aug. 30, you 
can watch the movie on the 
Peacock streaming service, 
which costs $7.99 a month 
with ads or $13.99 a month 
ad-free.

***
Q: Who is the actor who 

plays Luke on “Criminal 
Minds: Evolution”? He looks 
so familiar, but I don’t think 
I’ve seen him in anything 
else before. -- C.I.

A: Actor Adam Rodri-
guez was cast as Agent Luke 
Alvez on “Criminal Minds” 
during its 12th season on 
CBS. Now in its 17th season 
and titled “Criminal Minds: 
Evolution” on Paramount+, 
the actor might look famil-
iar to you if you watched 
another CBS crime series 
“CSI: Miami.” Rodriguez 
played Detective Eric Delko 
during the show’s entirety 
from 2002-2012.

Other series you might 
have seen him in are “Jane the 
Virgin,” “Penny Dreadful: 
City of Angels,” and “Ordi-
nary Joe.” He also appeared 
in the film “Magic Mike’s 
Last Dance.”

Send me your questions at 
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.
com, or write me at KFWS, 
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803.

• Trivia Test •
1. MUSIC: Which folk-

rock group produced many of 
the songs in the movie “The 
Graduate”?

2. GEOGRAPHY: Which 
European capital is known as 
“The Eternal City”?

3. LANGUAGE: What does 
the Latin prefix “acri-” mean in 
English? 

4. TELEVISION: Lenny 
and Squiggy are the annoying 
neighbors in which TV comedy? 

5. MONEY: What is the basic 
currency in Guatemala?

6. CARS: What animal is 
found on the Porsche car logo?

7. FOOD & DRINK: Which 
country is associated with the 
soup dish pho?

8. LITERATURE: In which 
U.S. state is the novel “Their 

Eyes Were Watching God” set?
9. MYTHOLOGY: What 

is the home of the Greek gods 
called?

10. AD SLOGANS: What 
product is advertised with the 
slogan, “You’re not you when 
you’re hungry”?

Answers
1. Simon & Garfunkel.
2. Rome, Italy.
3. “Sharp” (e.g. “acrimo-

nious”).
4. “Laverne & Shirley.”
5. Quetzal.
6. A horse.
7. Vietnam.
8. Florida.
9. Mount Olympus.
10. Snickers candy bars.
(c) 2024 King Features 

Synd., Inc.

By Lucie Winborne
* Medicine cabinets are 

one of the worst places to 
store medicine because of 
the high temperatures and 
humidity in bathrooms.

* A Hershey’s Kiss con-
tains 26 calories that take 
about four minutes of kissing 
to burn.

* You say money doesn’t 
grow on trees? Try telling 
that to a certain dog in Co-
lombia. After seeing students 
pass money to a food stall 
attendant, the pooch began a 
regular practice of “paying” 
for dog biscuits with tree 
leaves!

* The main exporter of 
Brazil nuts is not Brazil, but 
Bolivia.

* Screenwriter Bob Gale 
confirmed that Marty Mc-
Fly’s nemesis in the “Back 
to the Future” trilogy, Biff 
Tannen, was modeled on 
Donald Trump.

* A scientific method 
called toxineering turns ven-
oms into painkillers.

* As novels became more 
prominent during the 1700s, 
society and the media be-
came increasingly concerned 
that young people spent too 
much time reading books. 
They even went so far as to 
call it “reading rage,” “read-
ing fever,” “reading mania” 
and “reading lust.”

* A regular BIC ballpoint 
pen can draw a line that’s 
about 2 kilometers long 
-- more than six times the 
height of the Eiffel Tower.

* Nazis planned to kill Sir 
Winston Churchill with a bar 
of chocolate. A bomb made 
of thin steel was covered by 
real chocolate that would 
explode once a chunk was 
broken. Luckily, British 
Allies discovered the plan.

* At his presidential in-
auguration, Theodore Roos-
evelt wore a lock of Abraham 
Lincoln’s hair.

* Yamaha produces some 
of the world’s most popular 
motorcycles, but the com-
pany started off as a piano 
manufacturer. 

(c) 2024 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Strange
But True

Hollywood
HOLLYWOOD -- I won-

der what Clint Eastwood 
thinks of the upcoming 
remake of his perfect 1964 
classic film 
“A Fistful 
of Dollars,” 
in which he 
played “the 
Man with 
No Name.” 
T h i s 
l a u n c h e d 
his film career and gave 
birth to the “spaghetti west-
ern” genre. When I ran into 
Clint in 1964 in NYC after 
he returned from Italy, where 
he was shooting that classic, 
he said, “I’m really nervous 
because I didn’t have a word 
of dialogue in that film.” I as-
sured him that with his looks 
and charisma, it would be a 
cinch for the movie to hit it 
big, and it did! The remake’s 
currently shooting in Italy.

***
Also headed for a remake 

is “The Devil Wears Prada” 
(2006), which starred Meryl 
Streep, Emily Blunt and 
Anne Hathaway. It cost $40 
million and earned $326.7 
million for 20th Century 
Fox (now owned by Disney). 
Could they suddenly want to 
remake it because Vanessa 

Williams

Williams is about to star in a 
musical version of the show 
in London on Aug. 17? Oh, 
yes, and the score for her 
musical was written by Sir 
Elton John! Williams said 
of the character Miranda 
Priestly, “I channel Miranda 
through the dialogue [from 
the film].”

***
Nicolas Cage’s breakout 

film was 1983’s “Valley 
Girl,” followed by his star-
ring in major roles in more 
than 120 films. He won an 
Oscar for “Leaving Las 
Vegas” in 1997. This year, 
he starred in the post-apoc-
alyptic, action-horror film 
“Arcadian,” which was 
released in April. He also 
starred in the psychological 
thriller “The Surfer,” which 
scored at the Cannes Film 
Festival in May, as well as the 
horror thriller “Longlegs,” 
with Blair Underwood and 
Alicia Witt, which opened 
on July 12.

Already in the can is 
“The Gunslingers,” co-star-
ring Heather Graham and 
Stephen Dorff. It’s about 
a reformed gunslinger and 
a mad genius in a town 
named Redemption. Cage 
is currently preparing for 

“The Prince,” with Giancarlo 
Esposito and Andy Garcia. 
It was inspired by second 
son Hunter Biden, with a 
screenplay by acclaimed 
writer David Mamet.

Despite all this, Cage, at 
60, is talking about retiring 
from acting in films. He stat-
ed,”I may have three or four 
more movies left in me. ... I 
do feel I’ve said what I’ve 
had to say with cinema.” 
He admitted that one of his 
favorite films was 2021’s 
“Pig,” in which he played an 
Oregon truffle-hunter whose 
pig is kidnapped. It cost a 
mere $3 million and only 
grossed $3.9 million.

Cage was then relegated to 
a voice role in “Spider-man: 
Beyond the Spider-Verse,” 
which co-stars Hailee Stein-
feld, Brian Tyree Henry, Jake 
Johnson, Oscar Isaac, Jason 
Schwartzman, Issa Rae, John 
Mulaney, and Mahershala 
Ali. Is this a fitting exit film 
and the best way to end an 
impressive Oscar-winning 
acting career? If he planned 
to go out on top, this is not 
the one to go out with; it 
will leave his fans totally 
Cage-free!

(c) 2024 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Couch Theater
“Despicable Me 4” (PG) 

-- Always a killer at the box 
office, the “Despicable Me” 
franchise just had its fourth 
main installment become the 
third highest-grossing film 
this year behind “Inside Out 
2” and “Dune: Part Two.” In 
this installment out to rent 
on Aug. 6., Gru’s family has 
grown by one with the arrival 
of his son, Gru Jr. But when 
Gru’s rival Maxime Le Mal 
(Will Ferrell) breaks out of 
prison, he and his family are 
forced into Witness Protec-
tion. As Maxime continues 
to target Gru during his 
breakout, their family has no 
choice but to put this French 
supervillain back in his place 
-- with the help of their min-
ions, of course! Steve Carell 
and Kristen Wiig reprise 
their roles as Gru and Lucy, 
respectively, while Joey King 
(“A Family Affair”) and So-
fia Vergara (“Griselda”) join 
the franchise. Get ready for a 
whole new era of Pharell and 
his “Despicable Me” songs, 
as his new single “Double 
Life” from the film is already 

going viral. (Amazon Prime 
Video)

“Furiosa: A Mad Max 
Saga” (R) -- Moving on 
from a box-office success 
to a box-office bomb, this 
spin-off prequel to “Mad 
Max: Fury Road” (2015) 
tells the origin story of 
Charlize Theron’s origi-
nal character, Imperator 
Furiosa. This time, she’s 
played by Anya Taylor-Joy 
(“Amsterdam”), as the film 
is set 15-20 years before the 
events of “Fury Road.” As a 
child, Furiosa is discovered 
by raiders and captured 
to be brought to their un-
hinged leader, Dementus 
of the Biker Horde (Chris 
Hemsworth). Choosing to 
adopt her, Dementus hopes 
that she will lead him from 
the radioactive wasteland 
to the Green Place, where 
there is fresh water and 
food. But if you know 
Furiosa, you know that 
Dementus’ dreams will be 
crushed in her mechanical 
fingers. Out now to rent. 
(Apple TV+)

“Downtown Owl” -- Lily 
Rabe (“Presumed Inno-
cent”) leads this heartwarm-
ing comedy film out on Aug. 
7. Set in the fictional town of 
Owl, North Dakota, in 1983, 
Rabe’s character, Julia, de-
cides to teach English at the 
local high school while her 
husband finishes graduate 
school. While teaching, she 
meets a variety of different 
characters in the town, in-
cluding a hyperactive teen 
named Eli (Jack Dylan Graz-
er); a carefree, wild teacher 
named Naomi (Vanessa 
Hudgens); and an old man 
named Horace who loves 
to reminisce (Ed Harris). 
But it is former high school 
football star Vance (Henry 
Golding) who really piques 
her interest, leaving Julia to 
ponder her general direction 
in life. Is her marriage truly 
as stable as she advertises? 
Can this town and its peo-
ple fix the demons that she 
harbors deep inside of her? 
Watch to find out! (Netflix)

(c) 2024 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Brought to you each week by
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RELIGION

COMMUNITY MATTERS
Live Here • Buy Here • Thrive Here

Live Here • Buy Here • Thrive Here

In collaboration with 
local businesses, the 

COMMUNITY MATTERS
campaign encourages 
residents to shop locally 
& support the Mendota 

area economy.

From Hometown 
Heroes to Golden 

Anniversaries, 
we celebrate the 
events that shape 

our lives.

We’re here to share 
the stories with you, 
our friends and all of 

our readers.

RFILL

Check out the 
“Help Wanted” 

ads in the 
Marketplace of 
The Mendota 
Reporter and 
Money Saver 

every week!

God loves boldness and 
He wants us to be confi-
dent of His love for us. He 
wants us to know without 
a doubt that we are made 
right with Him through the 
sacrifice Jesus made for us 
on the cross—especially 
on those days when we 
feel unworthy of His love. 

To live boldly means 
that we’re willing to step 
out in faith to try new 
things and pursue our 
God-given dreams and 
passions without letting 
the fear of doubt overshad-
ow our faith. 

Doubt is a fear that can 
bring a lot of confusion: 
Did I make the right 
decision? I don’t know. 
Maybe I did. Well, maybe I 

The dangers of doubt 
didn’t. We can go back and 
forth like that in our heads 
forever. But I’ve found 
that when I’m confused, 
it’s better to stop, turn off 
my brain, and just look at 
what’s in my heart—not 
for what I think I should 
do, but what I believe I 
should do. 

Sometimes it becomes 
very clear what God wants 
us to do; other times it’s 
less obvious. But before 
you jump ahead, give God 
a chance to speak to your 
heart. 

James 1:5-6 (AMP) 
says, “If any of you lacks 
wisdom [to guide him 
through a decision or cir-
cumstance], he is to ask 
of [our benevolent] God, 

who gives to everyone 
generously and without 
rebuke or blame, and it 
will be given to him. But 
he must ask [for wisdom] 
in faith, without doubt-
ing [God’s willingness 
to help], for the one who 
doubts is like a billowing 
surge of the sea that is 
blown about and tossed 
by the wind.”

I hope that you noticed 
it says, “If any of you” 
need wisdom. God isn’t 
looking for perfect people; 
they don’t exist. So, no 
matter where you are, God 
wants to help you! Isn’t 
that good news?

God will never leave 
you or forsake you, and 
He will always remain 
faithful to His Word. All 
you have to do is ask and 
receive, dismissing the 
doubts that set themselves 
up against His Word. If 
you can do that, there’s 
no telling what God will 
make happen in your life! 

Romans 4 gives a won-
derful account of the 
story of Abraham, one of 
the great heroes of faith. 
Verses 18-19 say, “In hope 
against hope Abraham 
believed that he would 
become a father of many 
nations, as he had been 
promised [by God]: ‘So 
[numberless] shall your 
descendants be.’ Without 
becoming weak in faith he 
considered his own body, 
now as good as dead [for 
producing children] since 
he was about a hundred 
years old, and [he con-
sidered] the deadness of 
Sarah’s womb” (AMP).

Abraham considered 
the facts. But he still be-

lieved God was greater. 
Verse 20 says, “But he 
did not doubt or waver in 
unbelief concerning the 
promise of God, but he 
grew strong and empow-
ered by faith, giving glory 
to God” (AMP).

Instead of relying only 
on what we see around us, 
you and I can choose to 
believe God’s Word. And 
we can open our mouths 
to speak words of thanks, 
like this:

“God, I remember the 
good things You’ve done 
for me and how You’ve 
been faithful to those 
who’ve trusted in You 
through the ages. I’m 
giving You praise today 
because I know You’ll 
always be faithful.”

Like Abraham, we all 
have times of waiting that 
God uses to test and stretch 
our faith. But He promises 
to work all things out for 
the good of those who 
love Him and are called 
according to His purpose 
(Romans 8:28). 

Honestly, if we can 
keep a good attitude 
throughout the process, 
our wait time might be 
shorter than it would be 
if we decided we’d rather 
murmur and complain. 

God wants to use the 
challenges we experience 
to draw us closer to Him 
so that when our prayer 
is finally answered, and 
our day of breakthrough 
comes, we’ll be stronger 
in our faith and able to 
withstand any opposition 
that comes against us.

Hebrews 10:36 (AMP) 
says, “For you have need 
of patient endurance [to 
bear up under difficult 
circumstances without 
compromising], so that 
when you have carried 
out the will of God, you 
may receive and enjoy to 
the full what is promised.”

It takes boldness to 
believe God’s promises 
are for you and not just 
for everyone else. It takes 
boldness to cling to His 
promises when the world 
around you says, It will 
never happen! And it 
takes boldness to step out 
in faith and try something 
new. But be encouraged. 
God isn’t concerned about 
you making mistakes. He 
knows you’re not perfect 
and He wants to give you 
His wisdom and strength 
to do everything He’s put 
in your heart. 

So, stop doubting and 
step out in faith…and 

believe God can do some-
thing amazing in you and 
through you. He wants to 
see boldness in you!

***
For more on this topic, 

order Joyce’s four-part 
teaching resource Over-
coming Fear with Faith. 
You can also contact us to 
receive our free magazine, 
Enjoying Everyday Life, 
by calling (800) 727-9673 
or visiting www.joyce-
meyer.org

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling au-
thor and founder of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries, Inc. 
She has authored more 
than 140 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF THE 
MIND and OVERCOM-
ING EVERY PROB-
LEM (FaithWords). She 
hosts the Enjoying Ev-
eryday Life radio and 
TV programs, which air 
on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.
joycemeyer.org

Please note: The views 
and opinions expressed 
throughout this publica-
tion and/or website are 
those of the respective 
authors and do not nec-
essarily reflect those of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries.
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The Merchants 

on this page urge 
you to attend a 

house of worship 
this week.

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

 
 

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTAMENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Fr. Jeff Windy, Parochial Vicar

Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  
and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

9 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Worship  

In-person & on Facebook at: 
Mendota First United

Methodist Church  
 

Aug. 11 - 9:30 a.m. Worship service

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office  (815) 538-2186
    

Facebook: Mendota Zion United 
Methodist Church      

 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

 Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade 
in fellowship hall during worship service

(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM 
during Sunday services) 

TUESDAY - Prayer group 6 p.m.

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

4401 State Route 251         
(815) 538-3444

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education-10 a.m.

Worship - 11:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:

Midweek Bible Study - 7 p.m.

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Pastor Elise Rothfusz

E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 
Website: 

www.stjohnsmendota.org
Schedule:

9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person
and online via YouTube
Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.

(815) 538-5603

Website: fpcmendota.com
Accessible      

Pastor Laurie Walker
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.

Children’s Sunday School following 
children’s message

Fellowship 11 a.m.
Available on Facebook Live 

Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota
Aug. 10 - 8:30-10 a.m. Free family 

breakfast
Aug. 11 - 9 a.m. Second Sunday 

breakfast
Aug. 13 - 11 a.m. Produce sorting

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St. 
(815) 993-2462

          

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Church Builders 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer 6 p.m.
Men’s Ministry

Ladies & Mens Bible Study 
Thursday 6 p.m. 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTONCOMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road, Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
“Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
 10:30 a.m. Worship at First

Online “devotional service” videos continue 
every Sunday at 

facebook.com/ilccompton and 
YouTube. Check our website and Facebook 

page for more information.

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820
Sunday  Worship 9 a.m.

Sunday  School 10:15 a.m.
Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 9 a.m.

 Children’s Sunday School 
following children’s message

FELLOWSHIP 10 a.m. (nursery available)

Mondays - 10 a.m. Adult Bible Study
Wednesdays - 5:30 p.m. Soup & Soul

TROY GROVETROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP
208 W. South St.,  

Troy Grove 
Pastor Brian Hamiel

  

Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info
E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m. 
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m. 

LA MOILLELA MOILLE

(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

If I Can
By William Arthur Ward

If I can write one verse of truth today
Or give my fellow man a song to sing;
If I can push one needless cloud away

And help men live as children 
of the King:

If I can lend someone a helping hand
Or warm a place where friendship 

needs to be;
If I can build a bridge where 

fences stand
And light a lamp that other men 

might see;
If I can open doors of hope this day

By letting someone know that 
others care;

If I can speak in words that seem
 to say:

I know the heavy burdens that 
you bear.

If I can guide a pilgrim on his way
Or pause to bid him stay for food 

and rest;
If I can do these, Father, this I pray:

“O let me do them with my very best.”
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1. Is the book of Philemon (KJV) 
in the Old or New Testament or 
neither?
2. In Luke 22, what “Mount of” did 
Jesus go to that His disciples also 
followed? Carmel, Zion, Olives, 
Pisgah
3. What future Israelite leader 
as a baby was described as 
“exceedingly fair”? Solomon, 
David, Herod, Moses  
4. From Judges 16, how many 
times did Delilah say Samson 
mocked her? 2, 3, 7, 10
5. According to Ecclesiastes 6, 
what has already been named? 
Everything, Stars, Fishes, Great Sea
6. The name Lucifer means what 
kind of “bearer” in Latin? Gifts, 
False, Light, Demonic
ANSWERS: 1) New, 2) Olives, 3) 
Moses, 4) Three, 5) Everything, 6) 
Light
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 
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NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

THIRTEENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT

LA SALLE COUNTY, 
OTTAWA, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF 		
Ann L. Brand,
Deceased		
Case No. 2024-PR-110
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to credi-
tors of the death of Ann 
L. Brand of Triumph, Il-
linois.  Letters of Office 
were issued on July 10, 
2024 to Harold Brand 
Jr. of 111 S. 1st Street, 
Malta, IL 60150 and 
Leora Williams of 705 
W. 9th Street, Sterling, 
IL 61081 as Indepen-
dent Co-Executors, 
whose Attorneys of 
record are Guilfoyle & 
Stevenson, LLP, 1316 
Meriden Street, Mendo-
ta, IL 61342.
Claims against the es-
tate may be e-filed in 
the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Divi-
sion, LaSalle County 
Courthouse, 119 W. 
Madison Street, Otta-
wa, IL 61350, or with 
the Representative, or 
both, within 6 months 
from the date of the first 
publication of this No-
tice.  If the claim notice 
is personally mailed or 
delivered to a creditor 
of the above estate, 
the claim must be filed 
in the above entitled 
cause within 3 months 
from the date of mailing 
or delivery, whichever 
is later.  Any claims not 
filed within the above 
periods are barred.
E-filing is now manda-
tory for documents in 
civil cases with limited 
exceptions. To e-file, 
you must first create an 
account with an e-filing 
service provider.  
Visit https://efile.illinois-
courts.gov/service-pro-
viders.htm to learn 
more and to select a 
service provider.  If you 
need additional help or 
have trouble e-filing, 
visit https://www.illinois-
courts.gov/FAQ/geth-
elp.asp. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the Attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed.
The estate will be ad-
ministered without court 
supervision, unless 
under Section 5/28-4 
of the Probate Act (Ill. 
Compiled Stat. 1992, 
Ch. 758, par. 5/28-4) 
any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any 
time by mailing or deliv-
ering a petition to termi-
nate to the Circuit Clerk.  
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed with 
the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Division, 
LaSalle County Court-
house, 119 W. Madi-
son Street, Ottawa, IL 
61350, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, or, 
if mailing or delivery of 
a notice from the rep-
resentative is required 
by Section 5/18-3 of the 
Probate Act, the date 
stated in that notice.  
Any claims not filed on 
or before 6 months from 
the first publication of 
this notice are barred.   
No. 0713
(July 24, 31 and Aug. 7, 
2024)

NOTICE FOR 
PUBLICATION 
No: 2024-JA-68 

TO: Tommy Hendrix, 
Unknown Fathers, oth-
er interested parties, 
and to All Whom It May 
Concern: 
Take notice that on the 
29th day of July, 2024 
a petition was filed un-
der the Juvenile Court 
Act of 1987 by Vicki L. 
Denny, in the Circuit 
Court of LaSalle County 
entitled ‘In the interest 
of Jaylen R. Hendrix, a 
minor’, and that in the 

Criminal Justice Center 
Courtroom 210 at Ot-
tawa on the 4th day of 
September, 2024, at 
the 
hour of 8:30 a.m., or as 
soon thereafter as this 
cause may be heard, 
an Adjudicatory Hear-
ing will be held upon 
the petition to have the 
child declared a ward of 
the court under that Act. 
The Court has authori-
ty in this proceeding to 
take from you the custo-
dy and guardianship of 
the minor, to terminate 
your parental rights and 
to appoint a guardian 
with power to consent 
to adoption. You may 
lose all parental rights 
to your child. If the peti-
tion requests the termi-
nation of your parental 
rights and the appoint-
ment of a guardian with 
power to consent to 
adoption, you may lose 
all parental rights to the 
child. 
You are entitled to have 
an attorney represent 
you at all stages of 
these proceedings. If 
you are financially un-
able to afford a private 
attorney, the court will 
appoint an attorney for 
you. 
Unless you appear you 
will not be entitled to 
further written notices 
or publication notices of 
the proceedings in this 
case, including the filing 
of an amended petition 
or a motion to terminate 
parental rights.
Now, unless you appear 
at the hearing and show 
cause against the peti-
tion, the allegations of 
the petition may stand 
admitted as against you 
and an order or judge-
ment entered.
Dated July 30, 2024
Greg Vaccaro, Clerk 
No. 0801
(Aug. 7, 2024)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 

Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child 
in its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

203 203 
HELP WANTED	HELP WANTED	

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT:
MENDOTA

1 & 2 Bedrooms,
Appliances, A/C
779-375-8932
815-498-2262 03

11
20

24

One-bedroom 
apartments located in 
Sublette. Rent based 

on income and 
income limits apply. 
Must be a person 62 

years of age; or a 
person 50 years of 
age, or older, with 

disabilities, to apply.
Application available 
at Farmers State Bank 

of Sublette, or 
Lee County Housing 

Authority, 
1000 Washington 
Avenue, Dixon, IL. 

Questions, call 
815-284-2759.

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2019 Chevy K-3500 Crew Cab, LTZ, 4x4, Z-71, Diesel, 
107K Miles, Black ....................................$44,900

2018 Chevy 2500 Double Cab, 4x4, Z71 LTZ, Gas, 
V-Plow, 33K Miles, Maroon.........................$43,900

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab, 4x4, LTZ, 6.2L,  
89K Miles, Maroon .......................................$31,900

2018 Chevy Tahoe LT, 4x4, Sunroof, Leather, 75K 
Miles, Maroon...............................................$30,900 

2022 Chevy K-1500 Crew Cab LTZ, One 
Owner, 41K Miles, Black.................$46,900

2022 Chevy 1500 Reg. Cab, 2WD, WT, 5.3L, 
V8, Tow Pkg., 15K Miles, White........$27,900

2022 Chevy Equinox FWD RS, Leather, 
25K Miles, Black.............................$25,900

2021 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab Trail Boss LT, 
Leather, Sunroof, 53K Miles, Maroon.$40,900

2019 Chevy Blazer Premier AWD, Loaded, 
1-owner, 50K Miles, White.............$27,900

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO 

Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-

Bumper Warranty

 

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 

Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance

• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and 

Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 
Satisfaction Guarantee

2019 AWD Chevy Blazer Premier, GM-Certified, 1-Owner, 
Local Trade, Leather Interior, Heated/Cooled Seats, Panoramic 

Sunroof and Much More - 50K Miles, White

2019 Chevy Blazer Premier

$27,900

MENDOTA STORAGE UNITS
210 N 4099th Rd., Mendota, Il. 61342

10
02

20
23

ADAM   815-830-4422 
Janko Realty 

 

TRACY   815-791-4582 
Advantage Property Mgmt      

Reserve online at www.apm4rent.com

Available:

20X20 $195 10X10 $100
Call

Mendota High School is accepting 
applications for a full time Assistant 

Maintenance Director. Regionally 
competitive salary and benefits.  
Day shift is 6 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  

Applicants may submit either a MHS 
employment application with references, 

or a letter of interest, resume, and 
references. Apply to Mr. Andy Knowlton, 

Maintenance Director, MHS, 2300 W. 
Main St., Mendota, IL, 61342 or email 

aknowlton@mendotahs.org.  
Position is open immediately. 

ASSISTANT 
MAINTENANCE 

DIRECTOR

07
31

20
24

Looking for an outside  Looking for an outside  
job/landscaping lawns  job/landscaping lawns  
with top of the line  with top of the line  
equipment?equipment?
Gene’s is looking for you!Gene’s is looking for you!
Experience is a plus,  Experience is a plus,  
but will train for lead position.but will train for lead position.
Salary based on experience.Salary based on experience.
Contact: Ken RickettsContact: Ken Ricketts
815-690-4025815-690-4025
Email:  Email:  
gls92076@gmail.comgls92076@gmail.com

Gene’s Lawn  
Service

06102024
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

SENIOR LIVING

Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.

Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

REAL ESTATE

815-535-6295
www.erbes-realty.com

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 • www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home
loan needs, see

Anna Arteaga
NMLS #461075

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave., Mendota 
815.539.3834

firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

AUTO SALES

JP
Hector Diaz
Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Chevrolet

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center

TREE SERVICE

AUTO DETAILING

HC Detailing
HAND WASH • FULL DETAIL 

CERAMIC COATING

1204 6th Ave. Rt. 34 • Mendota, IL

(815) 252-9518 • (815) 539-9575

15% Discount 
for Seniors & 

Military

$60  
Car Wash & 

Wax

HEATING/COOLING • PLUMBING

Advertise Your 
Business Here!

Call For Info:
(815)539-9396

AUTO REPAIR

Dave Manion Auto Repair

Dave Manion
ASE Master Certified  

Technician

815-615-8600

4177 E 050th Road, Mendota, IL 61342

CABINETS AND STAIRS

Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinetry • 
Millwork • Staircases &  

Custom Projects

1605 Division St., Mendota 
 www.starvedrockwoodproducts.com 

815-538-7797

ELECTRIC SERVICES
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