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Wells family wins
Chamber LOTW

Dale and Megan Wells
were named the winners
of the Rochelle Chamber’s
Lawn of the Week for July
26. Page 7
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(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Rochelle Community Hospital recently added a new full-time nurse practitioner, Chenin Gongrave Rude, to its
Convenient Care department, which treats patients of all ages for minor illnesses and injuries with no

appointment necessary.

RCH Convenient Care adds nurse practitioner

‘Our need for convenient care has grown exponentially’

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Community Hos-
pital recently added a
new full-time nurse prac-
titioner, Chenin Gongrave
Rude, to its Convenient
Care department, which
treats patients of all ages

for minor illnesses and in-
juries withno appointment
necessary.

Gongrave Rude has
been an NP for several
years and will offer care
along with other part-time
NPsand RCH Convenient
Care staff. The department
is open Monday-Friday
11-7 p.m. and Saturdays

9-5 p.m. and closed Sun-
days and holidays.
“When she came to us
we were very excited to
have her,” RCH Manager
of Outpatient Services
Tracey Busby said. “She
fit right in with our orga-
nization and works really
well with the team. She’s
been really well-received

by patients. We had a
need here in convenient
care that she filled. We’re
always welcoming nurse
practitioners but we want-
ed to try having one full-
time NP so the community
would have a familiar face
when they came in.

See RCH page 2
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City receives
budget award
for fifth time

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The
City of Rochelle recently
received notice of its re-
ceipt of the Government
Finance Officers Asso-
ciation (GFOA) Distin-
guished Budget Award for
the fifth year.

Winning the award
“reflects a commitment
to meeting the highest
principles of governmental
budgeting and compliance
withnationally-recognized
guidelines, including hav-
ing a budget that serves
effectively as a policy
document, afinancial plan,
an operations guide, and a
communications device.”

The GFOA established
the Distinguished Budget
Award in 1984 to encour-
age and assist state and lo-
cal governments to prepare
budget documents of the
very highest quality that
reflect both the guidelines
established by the National
Advisory Council on State
and Local Budgeting and
the GFOA’s best practices
on budgeting and then to
recognize individual gov-
ernments that succeed in
achieving that goal.

See CITY page 3

Steward’s Frye awarded rank of Eagle Scout

Eagle Scout p

STEWARD—Family,
friends, and members of
Boy Scout Troop #64 gath-
ered at the Steward United
Methodist Church on July
14 for a National Court of
Honor as Logan Frye was
officially awarded the rank
of Eagle Scout, the highest
rank attainable in the Boy
Scouts of America. His-
torically, only two percent
of boys in Boy Scouts will
ever attain the Eagle Scout
rank. Frye, a senior at
Rochelle Township High
School, is the 17" member
ofhis family thathas earned
the rank of Eagle Scout.

Jason Johnson, scout-
master, was master of
ceremonies for the Court
of Honor. Senior Patrol
Leader Nolan Johnson
recited the rededication to
the Scout Oath and Law
while Eagle Scouts Caleb
Johnson, Alex Frye, Eric
Holden, James Holden, and
Philip Hayeslitthe ceremo-
nial candles and assisted as
Johnsonled the Eagle Scout
Challenge.

After reciting the Eagle
Scout Charge, Frye was
then presented with his
Eagle Scout certificate.
His mother, Chris Cardott,
pinned the award on her
son. He, in turn, honored

roject saw memorial created at Steward Fire Station

her with the mother’s pin.

Frye’s Eagle Scout ser-
vice project was one that
honored his grandfather,
Jack Connolly, who was
one of the founders of the
Ogle-Lee Fire Protection
District and volunteer fire-
fighter at the Steward Fire
Station. Frye created a
memorial with bricks by
the flagpole at the Steward
Fire Station. Thebricksare

Zelle
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account right when they

need it.
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Holcemb Bank - 231 E. IL Route 28, Rechelle I €108 - 815.562. 3828

engraved with firefighters’
names that served the de-
partment for 10 years or
more. Hethanked the Ogle-
LeeFire Protection District
for chartering the troop,
scout leaders throughout
his years in scouting in-
cluding Pat and Bob Arne,
John Conley, Matt Hayes,
and Jason Johnson, mem-
bers of the Steward Fire
Department Association,

Dawn Ness for donating
the bricks, and everyone
thathelped make his project
a success.

During his Board of
Review, he was asked what
advice he would give a
new scout. His response
was, “to just enjoy those
moments you have with
those friends. Don’t just
focus on merit badges and
requirements. They are

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
Family, friends, and members of Boy Scout Troop #64 gathered at the Steward United Methodist Church on

July 14 for a National Court of Honor as Logan Frye was officially awarded the rank of Eagle Scout, the highest
rank attainable in the Boy Scouts of America.

important, but don’t just
do scouts to do those and
achieve a rank, find mean-
ing in what you do while
being a scout.”

Troop #64 meets on
Mondays at 6:45 p.m. at
the Steward United Meth-
odist Church. For more
information, please contact
Scoutmaster Jason Johnson
at 630-649-1151 or stop by
any Monday night.
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RCH: Convenient Care team wor]

From page 1

Chenin is here four
days a week and that adds
comfort to the community
and people can come in
and see the same person.”

RCH has run into some
issues in the past with
hours Convenient Care
was able to be open due to
staffing, but is now in “a
good place”, Busby said,
and conversations have
been had about expanding
hours during busier times
like flu season.

The need for RCH’s
Convenient Care depart-
ment has grown “expo-
nentially” recently, Busby
said, due to the community
coming out of the pandem-
ic, primary care physicians
having less availability,
and people not having
primary care physicians.

RCH’s Emergency
Department has seen in-
creased need as well,
and Convenient Care has
helped to ease that burden
on the ED with being able
to see patients that don’t
need the higher level of
care.

“We’re kind of in the
middle,” Busby said of
Convenient Care. “We
help family healthcare
because they have a lot
of patients that need to
be seen by their primary
care physicians and if
they can’t and it’s just an
illness-type thing, as well
as taking the burden off
the ED with easier patients
that just want to be seen.”

RCH Convenient Care
sees a “pretty large” con-
tingency of people that
don’t have a primary care
doctor due to factors like
insurance limitations,
along with the City of
Rochelle being a hub for
truck drivers and contract
construction workers that
are too faraway from their
typical physicians.

Busby detailed the
services that Convenient
Care offers for the com-
munity.

“I’dlike peopleto know
that Convenient Care is
for all those illnesses and
injuries that are minor
in nature,” Busby said.
“It’s not primary care,
but it is care for people

that just need to be seen
or tested for illnesses or
need X-rays for injuries.
We’re a minor illness and
injury unit.”

The News-Leader met
with Gongrave Rude and
members of the Conve-
nient Care staff on July
30 including Medical
Assistant Laura Delarosa,
Receptionist Paulette Juri-
naand LPN Jim Miller and
talked about what it’s like
to service the community.

Jurina said she’s been
thankful for RCH’s new
Convenient Care patient
signup system where
patients choose a time-
frame to come in. That
has helped to keep patients
in order and feeling like
their needs are being met.
The new system has been
received well by patients,
Jurina said.

“And our patients enjoy
having this service here in
town,” Jurina said. “They
likethatthey don’t haveto
drive to Dixon, Sycamore
or Rockford. We hear that
alot.”

Gongrave Rude said
the Convenient Care

king to meet community’s needs
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(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

The need for RCH’s Convenient Care department has grown “exponentially”
recently, Busby said, due to the community coming out of the pandemic,
primary care physicians having less availability, and people not having primary

care physicians.

department is in “a good
place” to meet the com-
munity’s needs. It offers
all-at-once testing for
COVID-19, flu and RSV
which sets it apart from
a standalone urgent care,
she said. Patients only
need to have their nose
swabbed once and they
can find out results right
away.

Busby praised the Con-
venient Care staff for its
work outside of seeing pa-
tients including cleaning
rooms, stocking, trans-
porting patients, order-
ing medication, making
phone calls and referrals,
and charting.

Miller described the
Convenient Care service
that works to fill in the

gaps for medical needs
in the community.

“We’re convenient
for the patients,” Miller
said. “If you go to an ER
in Chicago, you could be
there for two days. You’re
going to wait for a while
in the ER and not every
doctor can see patients
the same day they ask.
But we’re here.”

Kish College to offer six Fast-Track training programs in Fall 2024

MALTA — Kishwau-
kee College will offer six
Fast-Track training pro-
grams during the Fall 2024
semester. Kish Fast-Track
programs provide students
with the skills and train-
ing needed to meet local
workforce demands. The
programs range from 8-15
weeks, allowing students to
immediately start a career
or build upon skills with
additional training.

Fall 2024 classes are
available in online, in-per-
son and hybrid formats.
Participants will need ac-
cess to a computer and the

programs with an online
component. Some pro-
grams include an extern-
ship/clinical.

The Fast-Track training
programs offered in Fall
2024 are:

Appliance Repair
Technician: Aug.26-Nov.
20 (in-person)

Appliancerepairtechni-
ciansareskilled profession-
als trained to assist clients
with household appliance
installation, troubleshoot-
ing and repairs. In-person
instruction is from 5:30-9
p.m. on Mondays and
Wednesdays at Kishwau-

Dental Assistant: Aug.
26-Nov. 15 (online lec-
ture/in-person practice)

Dental assistants are
health care professionals
who work closely with
dentists and dental hy-
gienists to provide quality
preventive and corrective
dental care and adminis-
trative support in dental
offices. In-person practice
will be conducted from 6-9
p-m. on four Tuesdays in a
local dental office.

Pharmacy Technician:
Aug. 26-Dec. 6 (online)

Pharmacy technicians
assist pharmacists with

medication while perform-
ing various other duties in
apharmacy setting. Online
instruction is delivered in
an asynchronous format.
Workforce Innovation and
Opportunity Act (WIOA)
funding is available to
those who qualify.
Phlebotomy Techni-
cian: Aug. 26-Nov. 8
(in-person)
Phlebotomists are health
care professionals trained
to collect, transport, handle
andprocess blood and other
specimens for laboratory
analysis using venipunc-
ture and micro-collection

in-person practice is from
5:30-7:30pmonMondays,
Tuesdays and Thursdays
at Kishwaukee College. A
clinical experience will be
offered in a local hospital
from Oct. 21-Nov. 8.

Real Estate Broker
Pre-License: Sept. 24-
Nov. 14 (online)

Real estate brokers per-
formmany dutiesinreal es-
tate transactions, including
marketing homes, estab-
lishing escrow accounts,
and working to ensure
transactions are fair and
legal. Online instruction is
from 6-9 p.m. on Tuesdays

Sterile Processing
Technician: Aug. 26-Nov.
29 (Online)

Sterile processing tech-
nicians support patient
services in a health care
facility. Technicians help
decontaminate, clean, pro-
cess, assemble, sterilize,
storeand distribute medical
devices and supplies need-
ed inpatient care, especial-
ly during surgery. Online
instruction is delivered in
an asynchronous format.

Fall 2024 registration is
open. To learn more or reg-
ister for Kishwaukee Col-
lege Fast-Track programs,

internet to participate in  kee College. dispensing prescription  techniques. Instructionand  and Thursdays. visit kish.edu/fasttrack.
Discover Kishwaukee College
Ready to start your college or
career path? Kish has the tools
and resources to make your
hext step a success.
» Affordable Tuition
with no hidden fees
* Close to Home
* Flexible Schedules
* Online Courses
* Support Services
* Transferable Credits
* And More
No fees. Easy planning. A

With flexible course options and
dffordable tuition, Kish is a great
opportunity for any situation.

KISHWAUKEE
— COLLEGE —

Helping you create the life you want.

KISH.EDU/REGISTER
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CITY: Rochelle earns Distinguished

From page 1

“It’sbeenfive yearsand
[feel likeevery yearwe’ve
gotten more efficient,”
City Finance Director
Chris Cardott said. “Now
we learn different things
and we include things that
maybe would mean some-
thing to the public. We’re
just very pleased that we
continue to receive it and
we get top scores on all of
the 27 criteria.”

Documents submit-
ted to the program are
reviewed by selected
members of the GFOA
professional staff and by
outsidereviewers with ex-
perience in public-sector
budgeting. The award is
the highest form of rec-
ognition in governmental
budgeting.

Only budgets rated
proficient or above in all
four key areas, and across
14 mandatory sub-catego-
ries, are eligible for the
award. Roughly 1,700
governmental units (state,
county, local govern-
ments) receive a GFOA
Distinguished Budget
Award. Out of the 1,297
municipalities in Illinois,
87 or 6.7% of them have
been recognized with this
award.

“The first year was
very hard,” Cardott said.
“We were like a unicorn
the way we got it our
first year. Most first-year
applicants don’t. It’s very
informative and we put
it on our website. It’s

500+ pages. This budget
also builds in the 20-year
capital improvementplan.
You cansee whatthe city’s
improvement projects
plans are years ahead.
People can keep up with
our projects and the costs
and funding sources.”

The 2024 City of Ro-
chelle budget was nearly
$90 million. The docu-
ment submitted for con-
sideration for the award
includes the budget and
commentary, pictures,
goals, and information
about the community. It
is due 90 days after the
budget is approved by the
city council.

Prior to city council
approval, each city de-
partment head prepares
their own budget by re-
viewing past years and
projecting for the next
year. City Manager Jeff
Fiegenschuh and Cardott
meet with each depart-
ment in August and make
any adjustments. Staff
also works on the 20-
year capital improvement
plan at this time. When
the draft budget and CIP
are completed, they are
presented at a committee
ofthe whole meeting with
the city council. The final
budget must be approved
by the end of the fiscal
year, Dec. 31.

“It’sacomplete synop-
sis of the budget and the
organization,” Fiegen-
schuh said of the city’s
submission for the GFOA
award. “It’s a summary of

Budget Award from GFOA

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

The City of Rochelle recently received notice of its receipt of the Government Finance Officers Association
(GFOA) Distinguished Budget Award for the fifth year.

everything. People can
read it and have a pretty
basic understanding of
how the city operates.
As part of this we had to
incorporate performance
measures and we updated
them this year. A lot of cit-
ies don’ttrack metrics like
that. There’s alotthat goes
intoitbehind the scenes to
make the document.”

Fiegenschuh said his
favorite part of the GFOA
award process has been
the performance measures
aimed at making each city
department more efficient.
Each department was
asked to come up with at
least three performance
measures to track.

The city manager said
the budgetdocument lends

itself to the city’s efforts
to be transparent. He feels
that the more information
the city gives people, the
better they understand
and feel more connected
to their government.
“We’re spending other
people’s money, so we
have aresponsibility to be
as transparent as possible
so people see where their

99

dollars are being spent,
Fiegenschuh said. “If
something happens with
our budgeting and we
need to pivot and move
in a different direction,
having a transparent or-
ganization helps people
to know what’s going on.
I’'mproud of Chris and her
staff. There’s alot of work
that goes into it.”

100 Women Who Care donate to Habitat of Humamty of Ogle County

OGLE COUNTY —
Habitat for Humanity of
Ogle County was this
quarter’s donation recipi-
ent from 100 Women Who
Care of Ogle County.
[t was the second time
Habitat was awarded a
donation. Sheri Anspaugh
accepted the monetary
gift of $8,800 at the July
18 evening event. At the
meeting Sheri shared how
the last donation in 2022
helped a family in Ro-
chelle acquire their home
and how it changed their
life giving them a chance
to build equity and even
helped a single mom get
custody ofachild because
of the ability to provide a
secure and stable home.
Their next project will be
located in Davis Junction.

Habitat also offers
other services such as
the Brush with Kindness
Project which provides
basic home repair and
services to those in need
focusing on safety and
quality of life. Inaddition,
they have recently joined
a veterans program as a
Veterans Build Affiliate
that specifically helps

our honored veterans in
various ways providing
much needed assistance
and support. You can
find more information by
visiting habitatoglecoun-
ty.org.

The choice to give to
Habitat was not an easy
one as there were three
other very worthy appli-
cants. The choice is made
by ballot at the time of the
event. 100 Women Who
Care only gives to local
501corganizations within
Ogle County. Meetings
are held on a quarterly
basis where presentations
are made by several not-
for-profit organizations
and are then voted on to
receive $100 from each
member. No other fees
are required. The group
meets in various locations
within Ogle County. The
next meeting in October
will be at Pine Crestin Mt.
Morris. There are current-
ly 89 members. The goal
is to reach 100 this year.
The more women who
care the more support for
our community.

If you are interested
in becoming a member
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Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County was this quarter’s donation recipient from 100 Women Who Care of Ogle
County. It was the second time Habitat was awarded a donation. Sheri Anspaugh accepted the monetary gift
of $8,800 at the July 18 evening event.
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Leo Roop

TUCSON, Ariz.— Air
Force veteran, successful
financial manager, beloved
brother and uncle, skilled
tennis player and
skier, avid hiker
and world trav-
eler. Leo Roop
was all of these
things and more.
But one of Leo’s
most enduring
legacies will be
his generosity.
Leo died peace-
fullyathis Tucson, Arizona,
home on July 17,2024. He
was 88.

Leosovaluededucation,
both in the classroom and
out, thathemade significant
contributionstothe Univer-
sity of Arizona’s Eller Col-
lege of Management and
the School of Behavioral
Sciences, where he became
a founding member of the
Magellan Circle of donors
in 2004.

Leo’s gifts created the
Leo Roop Summer Ca-
reer Paths Internship and
Research Training Schol-
arships in the Center for
Latin American Studies.
His contributions over 20
years funded scholarships
and grants for more than
30 UA students, many who
have gone on to extraordi-
nary careers.

In addition, Leo funded
the higher education of
several family members
and helped others with
projects. Leo also served
on the Pima Community
College Foundation board
of directors from 2007 to
2018.

Leo Allen Roop learned
hard work as a young-
ster growing up near Mil-
ton, North Dakota, and in
Northern Illinois, where
his first job was delivering
the local newspaper. He
learned to drive at age 14
on the family’s tractor.
Born in 1936, Leo was the
third of four children of
LaRue and Ralph Roop.
Before Leo started school,
the Roops moved their

growing family to Illi-
nois, where Leo graduated
from Rochelle Township
High School in 1954.
Having been
active in Boy
Scouts, Leospent
the next two
years as a coun-
selor at Philm-
ont Scout Ranch
in Cimmaron,
N.M. His time
there sparked a
lifelong love of
the American Southwest
and Latin American history.

In 1958, Leoreceivedhis
draft notice, joined the U.S.
Air Force and qualified for
navigator training. Serving
inTexas, California, Nevada
and Kansas, he became a
navigator-bombardier on
a B-47 nuclear bomber,
a turbojet-powered air-
craft that was capable of
striking targets within the
Soviet Union from Europe.
During the 1962 Cuban
Miissile Crisis, Leo and his
team were sent to Spain
and placed on alert with
a payload ready to target
Soviet cities. To his relief,
orders to attack never came.
By November 1962, Leo
had logged more than 1,100
hoursasanavigatorand was
promoted to first lieutenant.
He thoroughly enjoyed his
timeintheAir Forceand had
hoped to make it a lifelong
career, but was medically
dischargedatage27,amove
he fought.

He relocated to Arizona
to be near his oldest sister
and enrolled in the Univer-
sity of Arizona on the GI
Bill. He earned his degree in
finance in 1967 and worked
in banking in Tucson for
more than 30 years at First
Interstate, Wells Fargo and
Mission Management &
Trust Company.

Leo hiked extensively
throughout the Southwest
and traveled to more than
80 countries, often inviting
anieceornephew, providing
treasured memories for his
family. He also joined UA

Magellan Circle excursions
to Italy, Mexico City, Oax-
aca and Vietnam, among
others organized through
the university.

He enjoyed reuniting
with buddies at several re-
unions of his 310 Strategic
Aerospace Wing, including
one he organized in Tucson.
Leoalsoenjoyedalongtime
membership at the Moun-
tain Oyster Club, hosting
gatherings for family and
friends.

Leo was a lifelong bach-
elorandhadno children, but
his six nieces and nephews
and their extended families
admired him as a vibrant,
stylish, kind, curious and
generous mentor. He is sur-
vived by his sister, Beulah
Carter, and brother, Dale
Roop, of Tucson; nieces
and nephews in Arizona
and Wisconsin: Debra Brad-
ley (Doug), Greg Woods
(Barb), Sue Woods, Cindy
Yenser (Tim), Doug Carter
(Susan) and Lori Carter;
and several great-nieces
and -nephews in Wisconsin
and Arizona. Leo was pre-
deceased by his parents and
sister, Erma Roop.

The family isimmensely
thankful for the care he
received from his Bayada
home health team Lisa,
Elisha and Lori, as well
as Casa de la Luz Hospice
nurse Mike, chaplain Susan
and aide Omar.

Along with Leo’s fam-
ily, these amazing people
allowed Leo to spend the
last months of his life as
he wished: comfortably at
home, eating tasty food and
enjoying happy hour.

He requested no ser-
vices. His family will hold
an interment gathering at
a later date at the Arizo-
na Veterans’ Memorial
Cemetery in Marana, Ariz.
Anyone wishing to com-
memorate Leo’s full and
charitable life may donate
to the Roop Scholars fund
at the UA at: https://give.
uafoundation.org/leoroop

Jennifer M. Copeland

LOVES PARK — Jennifer M. Copeland of Loves Park, IL passed away on

July 31, 2024.

Her services will be held Wednesday, August 7, 2024, at 11:00 a.m. at Fitzgerald
Funeral Home & Crematory, Mulford Chapel.
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(COURTESY PHOTO)
Dr. Bill Nicklas was awarded the John C. Roberts Community Service Award

on Saturday at Kishwaukee College’s Spring 2024 Commencement Ceremony.
Pictured (left to right) are Dr. Laurie Borowicz, president of Kishwaukee College;
Nicklas; Frank Roberts, son of the late John Roberts; and Bob Johnson, Board
chair.

Kish College honors Dr. Bill Nicklas with
John C. Roberts Community Service Award

MALTA — Dr. Bill
Nicklashasdedicatednearly
40 years of his professional
careertoimprovingthelocal
community throughwork in
municipal government and
highereducation. Kishwau-
kee College recognized Dr.
Nicklas and his career with
the John C. Roberts Com-
munity Service Award on
Saturday at Kish’s Spring
2024 Commencement Cer-
emony.

Established in 2009, the
JohnC. Roberts Community
Service Award recognizes
the importance of commu-
nity members in the success
of Kishwaukee College. Dr.
Nicklas currently serves as
the city manager of DeKalb,
one of many roles in a long
career in public service.
Kathleen Spears, Kishwau-
kee College Board of Trust-
ees secretary, presented the
award to Dr. Nicklas at the
ceremony.

“With unwavering ded-
ication to improving our
region, Dr. Nicklas has pro-
vided long-term influence to
create a better future for our
community. His work em-

bodiesthespiritJohnRoberts
showed when establishing
Kishwaukee College, mak-
ing Dr. Nicklas a deserving
recipient of the 2024 John C.
Roberts Community Service
Award,” Spears said.

After earning master’s
and doctoral degrees from
Northern [llinois University
(NIU), Dr. Nicklas began
workinginlocal government
in 1986. He was appointed
DeKalb’s city manager in
1992, where he worked
until taking the role of Syc-
amore’s city manager from
1998-2011.Dr. Nicklaslater
held various positions in
public education, including
vice president roles at NIU
from 2011-2014 and as
the special assistant to the
president at Kishwaukee
College from 2016-2018.
InJanuary2019, hereturned
to the DeKalb city manager
role, where he continues to
serve today.

Dr. Nicklas’s leadership
has helped drive economic
growth for the Kish district
over the past four decades,
including infrastructure
improvements at NIU and

impactful economic de-
velopments for companies
like Facebook, Kraft Heinz,
FerraraCandy and Amazon.
AtKish, Dr.Nicklaswasim-
perativeinbuildingrelation-
ships with local businesses
and helping strengthen the
College as a community
resource.

Asavolunteer, Dr. Nick-
las served as the long-term
recovery coordinator forthe
Fairdale community after it
was devastated by a tornado
inApril 2015. He has served
onmany local organizations
and foundations, including
the Kishwaukee College
Foundation. Through the
Foundation, Dr. Nicklas
created a scholarship hon-
oring his late wife, Joyce
A. Nicklas, which supports
scholarships forKishnursing
students.

Dr. Nicklas’s career-long
dedication to improving the
local community has had
a profound impact on the
Kishwaukee College dis-
trict. Tolearnmore about the
John C. Roberts Communi-
ty Service Award, visitkish.
edu/johnroberts.

Kish earns achievement for excellence in
financial reporting for 12" consecutive year

MALTA—Kishwaukee
College was awarded the
Certificate of Achievement
for Excellence in Financial
Reporting by the Gov-
ernment Finance Officers
Association of the United
States and Canada (GFOA)
for Kish’s comprehensive
financial report forthe Fiscal
Year 2023.

The achievement is the
highest form of recognition
ingovernmental accounting
and financial reporting, and
its attainment represents a
significantaccomplishment
by Kishwaukee Collegeand
its management, according
to GFOA.

JillFletcher, Kishwaukee
College’s chief financial
officer, and the Kishwaukee
College Business Office
were recognized for com-
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piling the Annual Compre-
hensive Financial Report
(ACFR). Each year, Kish
submits its ACFR to GFOA
for review and evaluation
by an impartial panel to
meet the high standards
of the program, which
includes demonstrating a
constructive “spirit of full
disclosure”to communicate
the college’s financial story
and motivate potential users
and user groups to read the
report.

“It is an honor to be
recognized by the GFOA
for our team’s hard work
in financial reporting. The
Annual Comprehensive
Financial Report allows
our community to see a
complete picture of Kish-
waukee College’seconomic
condition and the public

finances entrusted to us,”
Fletcher said.

Kish has earned the
Certificate of Achievement
for Excellence in Financial
Reporting every year since
first submitting an ACFR
in 2012.

“Receiving the Certif-
icate of Achievement for
Excellence in Financial
Reporting is an exceptional
accomplishment for Kish-
waukee College and our
Business Office,” said Bob
Johnson, Kishwaukee Col-
lege Board chair. “We are
very proud of the hard work
and dedicationthatgoesinto
makingthecollegeafiscally
responsible and transparent
entity for our community.”

To learn more about
Kishwaukee College, vis-
it kish.edu.
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Report policy

Any arrests listed in this

paper are merely charges

and the defendants

are presumed innocent
unless proven guilty in a
court of law.

Please note that all police

reports received from
the Rochelle Police, the

Ogle County Sheriff’s
Department and the
Illinois State Police,
will be printed without
exception.

Requests to omit
particular reports will
not be considered or
honored at any time.
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Kish College students showcase career expertise in SkillsUSA competitions

ATLANTA — The
Kishwaukee College
SkillsUSA team finished
the year with competitors
earning first-place medals
in the state and national
championships.

SkillsUSA is a nation-
al organization helping
prepare students for trade
professions. SkillsUSA
annually hosts competi-
tions for career and tech-
nical education (CTE)
students to showcase
their hands-on training
and abilities.

In April, Kish’s Skill-
sUSA chapter had 15
students qualify for
the SkillsUSA Illinois
Championships in Peo-
ria with medalists in the
Heavy Equipment Oper-
ator, Power Equipment
Technology and Diesel
Equipment Technology
categories.

Lily Goode finished in

first place to earn the state
title in Power Equipment
Technology, with team-
mates Chaz Finley earn-
ing second place and Tom
Nowicki placing third. In
Heavy Equipment Oper-
ator, Cole Wilke earned
first place and a state title.
Christian Thorne, com-
peting at the high school
level, placed first to earn
a state title in Diesel
Equipment Technology.
By winning their re-
spective categories at
the state level, Goode,
Wilke and Thorne qual-
ified to compete with
more than 6,000 stu-
dents in the SkillsUSA
Championships during
the SkillsUSA National
Leadership and Skills
Conference this June in
Atlanta, Georgia. Wilke
earned the gold medal and
national championship in
the Heavy Equipment Op-

erator category. Thorne
placed seventh in the high
school Diesel Equipment
Technology competition,
and Goode placed eighth
in the Power Equipment
Technology category.

The Kish team is
coached by Don Flink,
assistant professor of Die-
sel Power Technology.

“Our students work
hard all year to compete
at the highest level and
showcase the career skills
they learn and build at
Kishwaukee College,”
Flink said. “We are very
proud of the results and all
our dedicated SkillsUSA
team members.”

Kish’s SkillsUSA
team includes members
from the various Career
and Technical Education
(CTE) programs the Col-
lege offers. To learn more
about CTE opportunities
atKish, visitkish.edu/cte.
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(COURTESY PHOTO)
Members of the Kish SkillsUSA team competed in the SkillsUSA Championships at
Mercedes-Benz Stadium in Atlanta, Georgia. Pictured (left to right) are Don Flink,
assistant professor of Diesel Power Technology and coach of the Kish SkillsUSA
team; Cole Wilke, first place finisher and national champion in Heavy Equipment
Operator; Christian Thorne, seventh place finisher in Diesel Equipment Technology;
and Lily Goode, eighth place finisher in Power Equipment Technology.

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Ashton Bible Church, corner of Main and Paddock in Ashton. Pastor Farrel
Stauffer, church phone is (815)453-2190, church website www.ashtonbible.
org0. Sunday School for all ages 9:00-10:00am, Morning Worship 10:15am,
Wednesday Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 6:30-8:00pm.

Calvary Lighthouse Church, Assemblies of God, Senior Pastor, Dr. James
Horvath. 14409 Hemstock Rd., Rochelle. Sunday Morning: Sunday Worship
& Children’s Church 10:00 A.M., Wednesday Evening 7:00 PM. - Adult
Teaching, Missionettes & Royal Rangers Childrens Classes, Nursery available
for all services. HE-Brews Cafe is open before and after services. For further
information, please call the CLC office at 815-562-7701, or email us at staff@
calvarylighthouse.com

Rochelle Church of Christ, Keeping Christ at the center in the Hub City. We
meet Sundays at 9:00am for Bible Study and 10:00am for worship. We also
have a Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00pm. 206 Erickson Rd, Rochelle, IL 61068.
You can call us at (815) 562-6572 or visit us on the web at rochellechurch.com.
We also have a radio program Sundays just after 8am on WRHL 1060AM.
Minister Dominic Venuso.

Creston United Methodist Church and Steward United Methodist Church -
Rev. Ilhan You, Creston: 126 West South Street, P.O. Box 209, Creston, Illinois
60113. Sunday morning worship 9:00am. Coffee fellowship at 10:15am.
Steward: 507 Main Street, PO. Box 80, Steward, IL 60553. Adult Sunday
School, 10:00am. Sunday morning worship and Children’s Sunday School
11:00am. Contact the church office at 847-730-4370 for more information.

facebook.comcrestonumocil faccebook.com/stewardilumc

Elim Reformed Church, 140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068. Phone: 815-
562-6811. Email goelimchurch@gmail.com Website www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 Rev. Marv Jacobs

Faith Lutheran Church - (14206 E. Flagg Rd.) - “Making Christ Known Through
Lives of Faith.” In-person worship is available each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. or online
at “Faith Lutheran Social” on YouTube. Worship resources are also available on
our Facebook page - ‘Faith Lutheran Church ELCA. You may also e-mail Pastor
Joy Alsop at Pastor@faithlcrochelle.org for more information. All are welcome to
join us!

First General Baptist Church, 500 S. 12th St, Rochelle. Phone: 815-562-5221.
Email: fgbcrochelle@gmail.com.Website: www.fgbcrochelle.org. Facebook:
www.facebook.com/fgbcrochelle.Pastor: Rev. Angelo Bonacquisti. Sunday
worship services: 8:30 am, 11:15 am and 6:00 pm. Sunday school: 10:00 am.
Wed be honored to have you join us as we worship JESUS and continue to
grow in truth and love for God and each other. A nursery, children’s church,
youth group and small groups are available. If you need a ride please contact
our church bus driver, John, at (815) 262-4275 by 8:30 am on Sunday. “For if
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that

God raised him from the dead, you will be saved” Romans 10:9

First Presbyterian Church - An Amazing Place for Amazing Grace- Rev.
Doug Forsberg, Senior Pastor. 1100 Calvin Road, Rochelle. Email: info@
placeforgrace.com. Sunday morning worship 9:00amand 10:30am. In person or
streamed online. On our Website and Facebook Live. www.placeforgrace.com/
www.facebook.com/placeforgrace

Grace Fellowship Church — Pastor Jeft Ardissone, 2128 1l Route 38, Ashton,
815-453-7464. Sunday School 8:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 9:45 a.m.

www.graceisforyou.com

Harvest Baptist Church 241 Scott Ave. (Hillcrest). Rev. Duane Boehm, pastor.
Email duane712@hotmail.com, cell 815-757-3427. Visit us on Facebook!
Service times: Sunday morning worship with Children’s Church at 10 am.
Wednesday night worship at 7 pm.

Immanuel Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 16060 E. Lindenwood Road,
Lindenwood, IL 61049. Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock. Church Phone 393-
4500. Church Worship 9:00 a.m. Sunday School Christian Education Hour at
10:30 a.m.

Living Water Community Church 405 N. Main St, Downtown Rochelle. Phone
815-561-6249, Website: www.lwccr.com, Like us on Facebook. We are Non-
Denominational, Christ Centered, Casual dress, Christ Centered Live Band
Worship. Mike Vogeler - Outreach and Seven C’s Pastor, Chris Bender- Teaching
Pastor and Doug Bunger - Missions and Childrens Pastor. Sunday Worship
Service- 10:00am. Nursery/Toddlers Ages 0-5 available during the service in the
Splash building. Swim- Grades 1st-5th worship with the adults then break out for
age appropriate teaching. Youth groups, Small groups, Life Groups and Workshops
meet throughout the year for Bible teaching. 7C’s Mission- serves the community
physically & spiritually each month from 1135 Lincoln Hwy, providing lightly used
clothing, Hygiene items, a light lunch and Elder Prayer open the second Saturday
%)m 10am-2pm and the 4th Thursday from 4pm to 7:00pm and by appointment..

New Hope Fellowship (Church of God - Anderson, IN), 1501 10th Ave.,
Rochelle, IL 61068. Service: Sunday at 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m., (815)561-8400, www.
NHFchurch.net Pastor: Dan Sergeant and Pastor Nick Tornabene. (Classes
for children through age fifth grade during service.)

Rochelle United Methodist Church welcomes everyone to their worship
service, and practices openness for all activities including communion.
Worship is at 9:00 am. Sunday school for children begins around 9:15,
following the Children’s Time in worship. A fellowship time with food and
space for conversation occurs in Hicks Hall every week following the worship
service. We celebrate communion with an open table on the first Sunday of
every month, and on other appropriate occasions. Youth group is on Sunday
evenings from 5:30-7:30. Our youth program includes service projects,
discussion topics, Bible Study, and lots of fun and fellowship together. Some
of our activities include packing meals at Feed My Starving Children, helping
at Rochelle Christian Food Pantry and 7C’s, working with animals at Barn on
Baseline, Mystery trips (Destination Unknown!), and Interactive experiences
on Dating boundaries, refugees, and homelessness. Youth group is for grades
6-12 and friends are always welcome. Recorded services are available on our
YouTube channel and our website at www.rochelleumc.com. Our services are
on the radio (93.5 FM) on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am. Our Facebook page
is www.facebook.com/rochelleumc. Our pastor is the Rev. Dr. Katherine
Thomas Paisley. Our address is 709 Fourth Ave. (815) 562-2164. Email is
admin@rochelleumc.com. At Rochelle United Methodist Church, everyone is
welcome and loved!

St. John’s Lutheran Church, 126 E. South Street, Creston. Phone 815-384-
3720, Email: StjohnsLutheran@aol.com, members of NALC/LCMC. Worship
is led by Pastor Terese Whitten 231-878-4150. St. John’s Lutheran Church is
a part of God’s Family, planting hope, nurturing faith, and harvesting love.
Fellowship time begins at 10:00 followed by worship at 10:45. Sunday school is
conducted during worship service except during the summer.

St. Patrick Catholic Church Rev. Jesus Dominguez; Deacon Fermin Garcia;
Deacon George Schramm; 244 Kelley Dr. (Corner of Kelley & Caron Rd.),
PO Box 329, Rochelle, IL 61068. Office Hours: 9:00 AM- 4PM Monday-
Thursday, Phone: 815-562-2370. Mass times: 8:00 AM Monday-Thursday,
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM English, 7PM Spanish, Sunday Mass 7:30
AM, 9:00 AM in English and 11:00 AM in Spanish. Confessions: Monday
8:30AM & 6:30PM, Tuesday 8:30AM, Saturday 8:30am & 4:00-4:45 PM Or
by appointment. Religious Education: Deacon George Schramm, Director
of Religious Education. 903 Caron Road, Rochelle, IL 61068, 815-561-0079;
Website: stpatricksrochelle.com

Email: stpatrick-rochelle@rockforddiocese.org
Facebook.com/StPatrickRochelle

St. Paul Lutheran Church “Building Relationships in Christ, Now and
Forever!” Steven Hall, Principal, Parish Nurse-Marcia Schnorr. 1415 Tenth
Ave., Rochelle. Church Office-562-2744. Worship times: 6:00 p.m. Saturday,
9:00 a.m. Sunday. Our service is broadcast over WRHL 1060AM at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday. Sunday School 10:15-11:15 a.m. Call 562-6323 for more information
about the school.
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Chuck Roberts: Secret Service failures

HE Secret Ser-
vice is the agen-
cy charged with

protecting the president,
former president, and
others. So what the heck
happened to security that
resulted in the near assas-
sination and the killing
of an attendee at the July
13 Butler, Pennsylvania
rally? It is difficult to
sort out facts at this early
stage, but here is what is
out there. The potential
assassin (shooter) was us-
ing an AR-15 rifle, which
usually has an effective
range of about 400 to 600
yards, depending on the
ammunition used and rifle
configuration. AR stands
for Armalite Corporation,
the original manufacturer,
and does not stand for
“assaultrifle.” The shooter
was on a roof approxi-
mately 164 yards from
the former president’s
podium, well within the
range of a typical owner of
such arifle, as can be seen
by the near-fatal headshot

Reed Harris: Consider this -

S I promised in
my last article,
have copied

these “high-level” state-
ments from the “Project
2025” document at static.
project2025.0rg/2025
MandateForLeadership
FULL.pdf which I will
discuss with you today.
Again, for you to fully
understand this document,
you should read it yourself.
However, just reading the
fourbroad fronts mentioned
below, in the forward to this
document, should give you
asolid “look” at what could
be coming.

“... This is an agenda
prepared by and for conser-
vatives who will be ready
on Day One of the next
Administration to save our
country from the brink of
disaster.

The Heritage Founda-
tion is once again facil-
itating this work. But as
our dozens of partners and
hundreds of authors will
attest, this book is the work
of the entire conservative
movement. As such, the
authors express consensus
recommendations already
forged, especially along
four broad fronts that will
decide America’s future:
1. Restore the family as
the centerpiece of Amer-
ican life and protect our

grazing the former presi-
dent’s ear.

The Secret Service did
not secure the roof from
which the shooter fired.
This location, which was
socloseto the former pres-
ident and left unsecured,
was a huge Secret Service
failure. The firstexcuse for
not securing this roof was
thatthe roofwas too steep.
Several congressional
members walked on the
roof without difficulty.
Since that did not work,
the next excuse was that
local law enforcement
was supposed to secure
the roof but failed to do
so even though the Secret
Service was responsible
for the overall safety of
the former president. A fter
all the excuses had been
exhausted, it was admit-
ted that the fact that the
shooter was not detected
ontheroof 164 yards from
the former president was
a colossal Secret Service
mission failure.

The Wall Street Jour-

children. 2. Dismantle the
administrative state and
return self-governance to
the American people. 3.
Defend our nation’s sover-
eignty, borders, and bounty
against global threats. 4.
Secure our God-given
individual rights to live
freely—what our Consti-
tution calls ‘the Blessings
of Liberty.””

First, they have men-
tioned that they want to
save us from the brink of
disaster. What disaster
are they talking about?
The slow-moving decision
making in Congress? De-
lays have happened from
both sides in Congress,
but haven’t the substantial
delays been caused primar-
ily by the conservatives?
Maybe they are talking
aboutborderissues. Yetthe
conservatives blocked their
own bi-partisan bill for the
border, which they touted
as the most significant
changes in modern history,
because former President
Trump wanted to introduce
this himself if he won the
election. Ifit benefited us,
why would they do that?
They work for us.

They might also be
talking about family stabil-
ity. The first “broad front”
they mention above is “Re-
store the family as the cen-

nal first reported that the
shooter used a drone to
scope out the rally area
before the assassination at-
tempt. There is some con-
troversy whether the FAA
hadrestricted drone flights
in the rally area before the
event. The only available
details of the drone were
that DJI, a Chinese com-
pany, manufactured it. [fa
drone is equipped
with Standard Re-
mote ID (SRID),
which is now re-
quired on drones,
the FAA can track
the drone. It is
uncertain why
more details of
the drone have not
been released. DJI
also keeps flight
records of its drone flights.
The federal government
owns many drone systems
for air-to-ground surveil-
lance. The Secret Service
did not avail itself of typ-
ical drone technology to
observe the terrain around
the rally area, which was

terpiece of American life
and protect our children.”
When hasn’t the family
been the centerpiece of
American life? Didn’t Roe
V. Wadeputthe family at the
center? Saving the lives of
mothers who were having
trouble with births? Saving
babies from lives that would
last only a few days, or
from a lifetime of feeding
tubes and machines? And
does this government re-
ally protect our children?
Don’t they vote
down bills to help
feed, provide health
protection or better
educate our chil-
dren? It’s almost
like we tell parents
to bring all children
to term, no matter
the consequences,
but after that, they
are your problem
not ours as a nation. But it
does affect all of us.
Thesecond “broad front™
theymentionis “Dismantle
the administrative state and
return self-governance to
the American people.”
Federal, state and local
governments are there to
manage the day-to-day op-
erations of education, roads
and bridges, police and fire
needs, and land usage so as
not to encroach on others’
rights. These and other ev-

another security failure.

When an incident like
this occurs, the Secret
Service bodyguards are
supposed to physically
coverthe protected person
and then remove the per-
son from the area after the
threat has been reduced.
The former president is a
tall person, and at least one
ofthe bodyguards was too
short to cover the
former president.

Videos taken by
attendees of theral-
ly show the shooter
getting on the roof
of the building,
which was report-
ed immediately to
law enforcement.
It is not clear why
the Secret Service
allowed the former presi-
dent to enter the podium
with this possible threat
developing. Other reports
state that the Trump staff
requested additional Se-
cret Service protection,
but were denied.

The FBI director sug-

Chuck
Roberts

erydayrequirements, notto
mention global protection
needs, arenecessities. They
are provisions that every
person doesn’t have the
time to complete on their
own. By dismantling the
administrative state, who
does this work? By what
means? Even in govern-
ments today, aren’t we
self-governing? We vote
to set up the governing the
way we want. We vote for
those we want. We vote to
make the changes
we need. Sounds
self-governing to
me.

Thirdly, the
“broad front” they
mentionis “Defend
our nation’s sov-
ereignty, borders,
and bounty against
global threats.”
Whoa! Didn’t they
justmention thatthey don’t
want the administrative
state? Government is an
administrative state. So,
who now defends our bor-
ders against these threats?
How is this done? On this
front I feel they are starting
to show us that there will
still be an administrative
state. A point they will
mention through the rest of
the document. So, what do
they mean by this? What
kind of administrative state

Reed
Harris

gested that the former
president may have been
hit by shrapnel and not a
bullet. ANew York Times
reporter photographed
the bullet passing by the
former president’s head.
This was definitely a bullet
and notshrapnel. Shrapnel
is typically characterized
by an irregular shape,
usually resulting from an
explosive or impact event
and accompanied by other
pieces of shrapnel. The
FBI has backed off from
this statement.

The discussions go
on and on, illustrating
problems with transpar-
ency amongst the affected
government agencies.
Gas-lighting (lying with a
straight face) is endemic
vis-a-vis “the roof was
too steep.” Itis likely that
much more information
exists on the events re-
lated to the assassination
attempt but is not being
disclosed. Government
agencies claimto be trans-
parent but often block

information to cover their
butts, an aversion to any
accountability when they
screw up.

There is some infor-
mation relating to the
Kennedy assassination
in 1963 that has still not
been disclosed. The FBI
isinvestigating the Trump
assassination attempt.
FBI credibility has been
diminished based on the
Durham report showing
animproper investigation
of the now-debunked
Russian collusion theory
and comments suggest-
ing that shrapnel caused
the injury to the former
president. A congressio-
nal investigation may
be more independent,
but subpoenas to federal
agencies for more infor-
mation often go unan-
swered. Full disclosure of
the facts involved in this
matter may not appear
during our lifetime, and
there is no guarantee that
our descendants will learn
about the truth either.

Project 2025

do they want?

Lastly, the fourth broad
front they mention is “Se-
cure our God-given indi-
vidual rights to live free-
ly—what our Constitution
calls ‘the Blessings of
Liberty.”” Does this mean
that the original Roe V.
Wade decision will be back
onthe books so thatwomen
have the liberty to control
theirown bodies? Will [IVF
and contraceptionand other
family decisions be left to
those making them? Will
the infamous Electoral
College be eliminated so
that my vote counts? And
then, willmyvotestill count
no matter what some other
small group says or “feels.”

Will campaign finance
law be reversed so that the
money | want to give to
a campaign is the money
used and money I give
corporations for goods and
services, or in the form of
mvestments, be eliminated
from being used in that
capacity? Even more, will
that money I give mean
something and not be over-
shadowed by an individual
giving millions? How
about us giving thousands
in taxes while millionaires
or billionaires give much
smaller percentages of
earnings or nothing at all?
Arethese losses of liberties

t00, orjustsomerestrictions
with qualifications?

Before 2016 we were
rather free. But those free-
doms we want to keep also
belong to those around us.
So, there aretimes whenwe
must all pay a bit to ensure
this happens. We are all
in this together and must
protect each other. Now
some of those freedoms
are being whittled away,
slowlybutsurely. WhatI’'m
most concerned with is that
our Constitution will be re-
placed by the Project 2025
manuscript. This would
mean that all our progress
in the past 240 years or so
will be lost.

The Bill of rights gone.
The 13th Amendment on
slavery gone. The 14
Amendment on Natural-
izedcitizens gone. The 15th
Amendment on the voting
process being denied gone.
The 10th Amendment al-
lowing women to vote
gone. The 22nd Amend-
ment concerning the length
of our Presidential term
gone. The 24th Amend-
mentaboutpoll taxes oroth-
er taxes is gone. The 26th
Amendment concerning
the right to vote at the age
18 gone. The Amendments
canbe foundatconstitution.
congress.gov/constitution/.

Is this what you want?

How to contact
government
officials

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood

1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C.
20515

(202) 225-6201

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

Have a letter you want
to submit to us? Send
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

* Denotes Chairman/President

Rochelle City Council
*John Bearrows

Kathryn Shaw-Dickey

jbearrows@rochelleil.us
kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us

Bil Hayes bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott tmedermott@rochelleil.us

Benjamin Valdivieso bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board

*Trisha Vaughn tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White swhite@d231.rochelle.net

Javier Zepeda
Jennifer Thompson

jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board

*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger brent.ohlinger@rthsd212.org

Laurie Pillen
Joel Thompson

laurie.pillen@rthsd212.org
joel.thompson@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org

John Dobbs
Dale Wells
*Tim Hayden
Jodie Hart

Joe Lenkaitis
Kristi Gonzales

jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
kgonzales@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3

Austin Gillis
Dan Miller
Joseph Simms

agillis@oglecounty.org
dmiller@oglecounty.org
jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4

Jackie Ramsey
Skip Kenney
David Williams

jramsey@oglecounty.org
skenney@oglecounty.org
dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board

*Tom Byro
Greg Hopkins
Steve Katzman
Mike Kerns
Curt Ward
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

tommyb_47@yahoo.com
ghopkins522@comcast.net
skatzman@essex1.com
ac.kerns@comcast.net
caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads

Pam Pittman

Dan Potter

Tim Ball

Jose Huerta

Eileen Braski

Joe Thompson

Flagg Township
Sue Messer

Joanna Patrick
Susan Rothenberger
Scott Seebach

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle
Eric Gruben
Susan Hager

Jim Kenney

Flagg-Rochelle Library
Jaqueline Dickow
*Teresa Haggestad
Kelly Johnson

Lanning Nicoloff
Sheri Klindera

Susan Sevedge

Darci Waltrip

rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
ppittman@hillcrestil.us
dpotter@hillcrestil.us
tball@hillcrestil.us
jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
ebraski@hillcrestil.us
jthompson@hillcrestil.us

flaggtwp@rochelle.net
flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
assessor@rochelle.net
scottseebach@gmail.com

noggle62(@gmail.com
egruben@comcast.net
susanhager303@comcast.net
jimk@rocketsupply.com

dickow(@comcast.net
haggestads@comcast.net
kellyjohnson0927@yahoo.com
nicoloff118@comcast.net
alwayslefty2(@gmail.com
nitlpri22@yahoo.com
doobs12@comcast.net

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should

be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters
involving private disputes between the writer and a business
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published,

however letters from candidates endorsing themselves will not
be printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office
(211 IL Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (PO. Box 46,
Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.)
The News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to
the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do
not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.
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(COURTESY PHOTO)

The Rochelle Chamber of Commerce recently presented its Lawn of the Week award for the week of July 25 to
Dale and Megan Wells. They received a sign and a $25 Rochelle ACE Hardware gift card, presented by Rochelle
Ace Hardware Manager Jesse Lopez.

Dale and Megan Wells win July 25 Chamber Lawn of the week

ROCHELLE — The
Rochelle Chamber of
Commerce recently pre-
sented its Lawn of the
Week award for the week

presented by Rochelle Ace
Hardware Manager Jesse
Lopez.

The chamber has part-
nered with Rochelle Ace

for the summer and will
run through September.
Nominate a neighbor/
yard each week by submit-
ting a name and address

display community pride
in Rochelle,” Chamber
Executive Director Tricia
Herrerasaid. “We love that
this program gives us the

§20

Galendar

Celebredling 16

LYoars ?/ )/y

July 9 - Jim and Lori Nalley, Rochelle, $25

July 10 - Bill Saunders, Polo, $25
July 11 - Mack Llanas, Rochelle, $25
July 12 - From the Heart, $25

July 13 - James Stuckey, Rochelle, $25

July 14 - Focus House, $50

July 15 - Carter McMorris, Princeton, $25
July 16 - From the Heart, $25

July 17 - Ben Heck, Chana, $25

July 18 - From the Heart, $25

July 19 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

July 20 - From the Heart, $25

July 21 - Yazmin Nambo, Rochelle, $50

of July25to Daleand Me- Hardware to award gift by emailing rochelle- chance to showcase the

gan Wells. They received  cards to the winners. chamber@gmail.com. hard work and dedication July 22 - Robert Danekas, Rochelle, $25
a sign and a $25 Rochelle The 2024 Lawn of the ~ “We are proud to recog-  they putin to n}?king our — jyly 23 - Michelle Knight, Rochelle, $25
ACE Hardware gift card, = Week program has begun nize our residents that city look great.

Bartlett joins Stillman Bank board of directors

STILLMAN VAL-
LEY — The Board of
Directors of Stillman
BancCorp, N.A.ispleased
to announce Micah R.
Bartlett has joined its
Board of Directors, ac-
cording to Martin C. Lar-
son, chairman of Stillman
BancCorp N.A.

Before hisrecentretire-
ment, Micah served in the
financial industry for over
33 years holding numer-
ous positions including
chairman, president, and
CEO of a local bank in
Springfield, Illinois.

Micah graduated with
a bachelor’s degree in
accounting from the Uni-

versity of [llinois Spring-
field, a master’s degree in
business administration
from Northern Illinois
University and has also
received his Certified
Public Accountant (CPA)
certification. He is also a
graduate of the Graduate
School of Banking at the
University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison.

Micah has been deeply
engaged in the finan-
cial industry and partic-
ipated in various indus-
try-based organizations.
He most recently served
as past chairman of the
[llinois Bankers Associ-
ation (IBA), vice chair

of the IBA Illinois Bank-
ers Business Services
Board of Directors, and
member of their Fintech
Committee. Micah is
also a past member of
the Community Bankers
Council Administrative
Committee and Govern-
ment Relations Council
of the American Bankers
Association, an inaugural
member of the Commu-
nity Depository Institu-
tion Advisory Council
of the Federal Reserve
Bank of Chicago, and
served a three-year term
as the Graduate School of
Banking Banker Advisory
Board.

Outside of the financial
industry, Micah served as
a board member for the
United Way of Central
[llinois, United Way Cam-
paign Chairman, and on
the Campaign Planning
Committee of the Univer-
sity of Illinois Springfield.
Healso served and chaired
numerous local boards
and committees, includ-
ing education, economic
development, chamber
of commerce, and other
community organizations.

For more information
about Stillman Bank,
please contact (815) 645-
2266 or visit www.still-
manbank.com.

July 24 - Lars Larsen, Rochelle, $25
July 25 - From the Heart, $25

July 26 - RACF, $25
July 27 - Steve Hall, Rochelle, $25

July 28 - Tracy and Nate Kessen, Sugar Grove, $50

July 29 - Betsy Jones, Amboy, $25
July 30 - Eva Chu, Rochelle, $25

July 31 - Lee Dusing, South Milwaukee, Wisconsin, $25

Aug. 1 - Lora McKee, Oregon, $25

Aug. 2 - Ben Sondergren-Baar, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 3 - Rochelle Rescue Mission, $25

Aug. 4 - Lee Dusing, South Milwaukee, Wisconsin, $50

QUEEN FOR THE CAUSE

DRAWINGS THURSDAYS 7 P.M. @ LUNA
CURRENT WEEKLY PRIZE: $250
CURRENT JACKPOT: $7,785

Jamming

Let It Be

Superstition

SOLOL HH.L INOYA SONOS

NOVEL
Super Crossword —mrrobuctions
O e e r e a ACROSS 55 President 93 “Hip Hop Is DOWN 41 “As is” 78 Hailed
1 Downgrade before Sadat Dead” rapper 1 Cruel ruler transaction vehicle
7 Morals 56 Not duped by 94 Annual game 2 Domain 42 Beseeched 83 Brand of
13 Rich fabric 57 Jungle beast at Aloha 3 Butcher's 43 Acronym for root beer
with a silky 58 Said “There, Stadium tool four entertain- 84 Stranded
finish there” to, e.g. 101 Did perfectly 4 Whale variety ment prizes cell stuff
N. AGIC MAZE - SONGS FROM 20 “Bam!” chef 60 Raised 104 Fliers’ 5 Dead heats 46 Scott Turow 86 Nintendo
THE 1970s Lagasse fortification military 6 Lilly of drugs memoir game
21 Result in 62 Song closing branch 7TVs 47 Actress Laura console
Y R W U L R P N K1 G E D B Zz 22 Went to the a Catholic 105 He wrote “Mistress of 48 Sp. woman 87 Fall away
polls again service “The Raven” the Dark” 49 Dress of India 89 Lighthouse
23 1978 arcade 67 Kauai, e.g. 106 Annual honor 8 Tantalizes 50 Opulent, lights
J ACP 1 AN O M A N> X € V. s Q classic 68 Patch affixed given by 9 Contained floor-length 90 Sushi tuna
25 Immemorial with heat Sports 10 Brain gains cloak 91 Border
AT O L N MK G I I G N E R C 26 Gyro breads 69 Many a lllustrated 11 Key near Alt 51 Of lesser 95 Noble sort
27 Sue Grafton’s hospital 112 NYC 12 Sammy of importance 96 Thawed
MN LL L D A Y N L W U AR E S “— for Alibi” delivery subway line the diamond 52 Parisian 97 Beginning
28 Its highest 70 Abbr. before 113 Twin sister of 13 Car stopper pronoun painting class
MD E B S Q P OI1I N L D E B J mountain is an alias He-Man 14 Of monarchs 53 “You win” 98 Accepting of
. Denali 71 “To quote 115 Actress on 15 Coincide 54 Religious law 99 Became
30 “... good myself ...” the sitcom partly with 58 1040 ID tiresome to
I R T E L H F S C E C T K M A witch — 73 Opposed to “American 16 Coke, e.g. 59 Must-see 100 Gets wiser
bad witch?” 74 Colorado’s Housewife” 17 Truckloads 61 It's south of 102 Pop singer
N O 1 T I T S R E P U S O E Y 31 Emphasize nickname 116 Author of the 18 China’s — Tenn. Lauper
33 Healthy 77 Big name in novels whose Xiaoping 63 Become a 103 City in
G P T H D X VU C ¢ B A 1] T U 34 Bread sliced car parts tittes are the 19 Border participant southeast
doubly thick 79 “Evita” star starts of nine 24 Mil. alliance 64 Pollute Minnesota
37 College 80 Meadowland answers in since 1949 65 “Get what 104 Fess up to
S s B E E M N O N A E L E PQ transcript no. 81 Copy a lion this puzzle 29 White birds I'm talkin’ 106 Frying fat
39 Charge to 82 Old video 119 1990s talk 31 Pig’s digs about?” 107 “The Time
P N E R A CMY MK JH H E F pitch a game show host 32 Auto garage 66 Home to Machine”
product consoles Watts brand Augusta race
E C B E VvV I L AN I Y A T S Zz 44 Many a 85 Not just moist 120 Fly planes 35 Lawyers’ gp. 71 Its south of 108 — monster
Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all hospital 86 Yard uglifiers 121 Singer Dolly 36 Lay turf on Tenn. 109 No-show Gl
directions forward, backward, up. down and diagonally delivery 88 Aruba is init 122 Calls a talk 37 Enthusiastic 72 Senate 110 Not fully shut
Unlisted clue hint: Keep Fallin®” On My Head 45 Bottled water 91 Barbecue show, e.g. greeting affirmatives 111 Super review
ABC Landside  Piano Man  Thedoker ik alomr  Came wbe e TG
Cecilia Last Dance September YMCA 52 What ijl YPsy b t h P 76 H y + 117 Cochl 9 .tp
I'll Be There Lean On Me Stayin’ Alive Your Song ata composer one's steps arping on ome pes ochiea site
talks into Jule 124 Peripherals the subject 77 Curved paths 118 W-2 pro
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SPORTS

RTHS Golf (PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

L iy fid 4 ' A

AL 2 § Dy Pk | b (43

Rochelle Township High School golf team holds two weeks of summer practice at Fairways Golf Course
The Rochelle Township High School golf team held two weeks of summer practice at Fairways Golf Course from July 15-25. Players took the course from 9 a.m. to noon
Monday through Thursday each week and worked alongside head coach Glen Mehrings. The golf team will begin the 2024 fall season on Monday, Aug, 12.

BEST OF
Ogle Coandy 2027

VOTING STARTS
begins August 7" at 8AM &
ends September 4" at T0PM

Get ready to P
VOTE for yeuws faveites.! @@3 h
Alf ano ’S “,  Central Bank
Ty S AN oo

beauty + wellness
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BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad

ROCHELLE +¢ HILLCREST -+« CRESTON

GET DO/

101

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
A Mini Storage, LLC, A
storage facility located
at 117 Quarry Road
Rochelle, IL hereby
announces that the
possessions of the fol-
lowing lessees will be
disposed of by means
of auction on August
16th, 2024, at 9:00 AM.
Disposal of personal
property shall conform
to the terms of the cer-
tified notice previously
mailed to the lessee.
The contents of the
units can be previewed
immediately prior to the
sale. The preview and
sale will take place at
each individual unit list-
ed below; in the order
they appear.
Unit#16 Sylver John-
son: Bags, Mattress,
Christmas tree, Box
with shoes.
Unit#120 Christopher C
Hansen: Mattress, wag-
on, home goods, hel-
mets, game chair, sofa
chair, Sofa, bed, table,
car toys, speakers,
Unit#77 John Douglas:
Boxes, pool stuff, old
TV,
Unit# 243 Nicholas
James Cocanig: Floor
material, bike, TV, tools
No. 0729
(July 28 and Aug. 4,
2024)

NOTICE
BUDGET HEARING
Notice is hereby giv-
en that a public hear-
ing will be held on the
Budget and Appropri-
ation Ordinance for
the Flagg-Rochelle
Public Library District,
Ogle County, lllinois, at
7:00pm on September
19, 2024 at the Library
District building located
at 619 Fourth Avenue,
Rochelle, lllinois 61068.
Notice is further given
that a Tentative Budget
and Appropriation Ordi-
nance will be available
for inspection at the
Library, August 8, 2024
to the day of the public
hearing, during normal

library hours.

Dated this 18th day of
July 2024

Susan Sevedge, Secre-
tary-Treasurer

No. 0803

(Aug. 4, 2024)

101
LEGAL NOTICE

This  publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate all ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate all  ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.”

113
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies that do
business by  phone
can'’t ask you to pay for
credit before you get it.
For more information,
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from  your
hometown  newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

119
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate  all  ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.”

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless
licensed or holding a
permit as a childcare
facility, —may cause
to be published any
advertisement soliciting
a child care service. A
childcare facility that is
licensed or operating
under a permit issued by
the lllinois Department
of Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed
or issued a permit.
Your Hometown
Newspaper  strongly
urges any parent or
guardian to verify the
validity of the license
of any facility before
placing a child in its
care.

203

HELP WANTED

U of IL Extension is
seeking an  Office
Support Assistant
for Ogle County, pay
is  $18.92/hr. For
more information,
call 815-732-
2191. EEO Employer.
(08052024MS)

301
ANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED:
| pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it's antique, I'm
interested in looking! Call
815-562-2928 or email
dickharms@hotmail.com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper
-$3 per Bundle. End
Roll- Cost Depends on
Weight of Roll. Available
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON
ONLY) Rochelle News
Leader.

SPLIT Firewood For
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised herein is
subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal
to advertise any
preference, limitation
or discrimination based
on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or  national
origin, or intention
to make any such
preferences, limitation
or discrimination. We
will not knowingly
accept any advertising
for real estate which is
in violation of the law.
All persons are hereby
informed that dwellings
advertised are available
on an equal opportunity
basis.

307
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

WITH YOUR BLOOD PRESSURE

y

Check it every day. Self-monitoring is power.

w2 | AM A Visit: ManageYourBP.org

Heart

Association AMERICAN MEDICAL

Or scan code h
for more.

In partnership with HHS Office of Minority Health and Health Resources and Services
Administration under cooperative agreements CPIMP211227 and CPIMP211228,

New Milforgee=<"..
Refrigeration

6331 11th Street | Rockfor ; .

o
N
>
N
S
N
N

New, Used,
Scratch & Dent

Refrigerators
Freezers
Washers/Dryers
Stoves

Air Conditioners

8 kids a day are accidentally killed
°a"'rya large or injured by FAMILY FIRE.

selectio
refurbis:e:f FAMILY FIRE is a shooting involving an improperly

appliances stored gun, often found in the home.
with a
Warranty, 4 ENDFAMILYFIRE.org

Dehumidifiers 81 5'262'3900

e
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(PHOTOS BY YESSENIA ANDRONIC)

Brenden Voight (top left), Dempsey Atkinson (top right), Joshua Lassiter (bottom left) and Keagan Albers (bottom right) were four of the six RTHS student-athletes who
represented the Forge Wrestling Club and the State of lllinois during the 2024 U.S. Junior & 16U Nationals in Fargo, North Dakota this past month.

FARGO: Rochelle wrestlers compete at U.S Junior & 16U Nationals

From page 12

“I’m grateful for the
chance to compete at the
national level and it gives
me an edge because most
high school wrestlers don’t
do freestyle or greco.”

In addition to Villalo-
bos, three other wrestlers
from Rochelle battled in
the 16U Greco-Roman
Men’s Championship tour-
nament. Junior Brenden
Voight wrestled in the
157-pound weight divi-
sion and finished 2-2 over
four matches, collecting
a 12-2 technical fall over
California’s Thomas De-

COMMUNITY BOARD

Boerandan 11-0 technical
fall against Idaho’s Kalab
Hammer as the No. 32
seed.

“It was a great experi-
ence,” Voight said. “I en-
joyed being around great
competitors and meeting
new people who pushed
me to excel. My favorite
part was spending the
week with my friends...
I realized that having
goals and achieving them
opens up opportunities [
wouldn’t otherwise have.
This experience makes
me want to work hard and
set the bar higher for next
season.”

Junior Keagan Albers
wrestled in the 126-pound
weight division, finish-
ing 1-2 over three bouts
with a 13-2 technical fall
against South Dakota’s
Garet Huston. Sophomore
Joshua Lassiter grappled
in the 144-pound weight
division and also went 1-2
over three bouts, scoring a
10-4 decision against New
Jersey’s Sullivan Hawkes.

“Ihadagreatexperience
wrestling at Fargo,” Albers
said. “What I enjoyed the
most was the coaching and
the competition. Going
to Fargo only made me a
better wrestler and the big-

gest thing I learned from
wrestling at Fargo was how
much your hard work pays
off and what you put in is
what you get. My goals for
this upcoming season are
to make it down to state
and hopefully win some
matches. My coaches are
great and I think they’ll
keep pushing me to be
my best.”

“It was a great experi-
ence and | got to wrestle
the top guys in the nation,”
Lassiter said. “I had a
good time with my friends
and teammates. | learned
where [’m at compared to
other wrestlers and looking

back on how I performed
makes me excited for get-
ting better and continuing
to work. My main goal for
nextseasonis to qualify for
the state meet. It’s going
to be tough, but working
during the offseason and
staying focused will be
what I need to do.”

Rounding out the Ro-
chelle athletes in Fargo
was senior Dempsey At-
kinson, who wrestled
two matches in the Ju-
nior Women’s Freestyle
Championship tourna-
ment. Atkinson competed
in the 145-pound weight
division.
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“I learned that I need
to keep working hard so |
can beat those girls from
other states who are state
placers and champions,”
Atkinson said. “This ex-
perience showed me that
if I want to succeed at the
national level, then I need
to put more effort into
getting better. My goal
for the folkstyle season is
to place higher than I did
last season so I can show
improvement. To achieve
this goal, I need to put
my all into practices and
tournaments to get me
prepared to go against the
best in the state.”
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WE SUPPORT OUR HUBS!

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Harding to continue track
career at North Central

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

Gabrielle Harding wasn’tready to
let her track and field career end
after whatshe feltwas a challenging senior
season at Concordia University Chicago.
Harding graduated in the spring and
received her bachelor’s degree in pre-
physical therapy. As she looked for schools
to continue her education, Harding felt a
strong desire to return to track and field
for one more season. Her search led to a
visit at North Central College, where she
was offered an opportunity to pursue her
doctorate in physical therapy and continue
herthrowing career. Now preparing for her
fifth and final season, Harding is eager to
prove herself.

“My intention was to get into a doctoral
program for physical therapy,” Harding
said. “I told myself that I wanted to do a
fifth year because, as an athlete, [ didn’t feel
that I was done... North Central checked
so many boxes for me academically and
that’s when I started looking into doing
a fifth year. I found out they’re already
working with an athlete on the track team
who’s also doing a fifth year and is in the
doctoral program... I wasn’t sure I’d be
able to do this, but it was a blessing to hear
that their program is willing to adhere to
whatever goals I had.”

Harding spent four years with the
women’s track and field team at Concordia.
She set a personal record of 49.93 meters
(163 feet 10 inches) in the hammer throw
during the 2023 NACC Outdoor Champi-
onships, where she finished first. The RTHS
alum also concluded her four-year stint at
Concordia with personal bests of 15.15
meters (49 feet 8 '4 inches) in the weight
throw, 38.81 meters (127 feet 4 inches) in
the discus throw and 12.20 meters (40 feet
Y2inches) in the shot put. Harding currently
specializes in the discus and hammer throw.

“Concordia was a small school and our
track meets were small,” Harding said. “I
knew everyone on my team and all of my
teammates knew me. What I really loved
was being together with my teammates
after each meet and I loved that all of my
teammates were there for me. There were
times when I would be competing and then
suddenly I’d have 10-to-15 teammates
cheering one on. We had a connection and
my teammates pushed me as much as |
pushed them. The community we had was
one of the best things that [ experienced
over the last four years.”

Although Harding didn’t establish a
new personal record during her senior
season, she was once again named an
AlI-NACC thrower, finishing third in the
hammer throw at the 2024 NACC Out-
door Championships. The former Lady
Hub standout was also one of only three
Concordia student-athletes to be selected
for the CSC Academic All-District team
for the 2023-24 season. Harding described

F ORMER Rochelle student-athlete
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(PHOTO COURTESY OF CUC ATHLETICS)
Former Rochelle track and field athlete
Gabrielle Harding will be continuing her
career at North Central College.
Harding recently graduated from
Concordia University Chicago.

her senior year as one of personal growth
and overcoming challenges.

“My senior year was a learning curve,”
Harding said. “I didn’t feel that I was
proving what I could do, but my coaches
pushed me and showed me how much
I’ve accomplished. I worked a lot on my
technique in the hammer throw and I spent
my whole senior year practicing with a
four-turn throw instead of a three-turn
throw... I feel more comfortable in the ring
than [ was as a junior and I feel that my
technique has grown so much despite that
notshowing in the record books. I’'m happy
with where I’m at now and I’m excited for
the upcoming season at North Central.”

Among Harding’s strongest outings
during her senior year were a second-place
finishin weight throw atthe 2024 Margaret
Bradley Invitational in Chicago as well as
second-place finishes in both the discus
and hammer throw at the 2024 Green &
White Invite in Milwaukee. Harding also
recorded third-place finishes in hammer
throw at the 2024 Warrior Invitational
in Milwaukee and the 2024 ONU Tiger
Open in Bourbonnais. As she moves on to
North Central, Harding said her goal is to
graduate in May 2027 with her doctorate
and pursue a career as a physical therapist.

“I feel much more confident in both my
sport and my academics,” Harding said. “I
feel very set and ready to go for entering
the physical therapy program and knock-
ing it out of the park at North Central. I’'m
hoping that my confidence keeps growing
as I enter my fifth year of track and field.
Even though I'll only be with the team
for one year, [ want to help them in any
way I can.”

ANDERSON
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SPORTS

ONE MORE GO-AROUND

Gabrielle Harding will be continuing her
track career at North Central College.

See page 11 for more details

USA Wrestling

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

FARGO, N.D. — Ro-
chelle Township High
School and the Forge
Wrestling Club were well
represented during the
2024 U.S. Marine Corps
Junior and 16U National
Championships at the Far-
goDome earlier this month.
The annual freestyle and
greco-roman wrestling
tournaments bring together
the most elite high school
male and female wrestlers
in the entire nation.

Six RTHS and Forge
student-athletes competed

alongside Team Illinois
during the national cham-
pionships, which ran from
July 12-20 in Fargo, North
Dakota. Among those par-
ticipating student-athletes
was Rochelle senior Kaiden
Morris, who entered the Ju-
nior Greco-Roman Men’s
Championship tournament
in the 215-pound weight
division. The No. 8 overall
seed, Morris wrestled six
total matches, finishing 4-2
with two victories coming
via technical fall.

“It’s the biggest tourna-
ment in the country and [
prepared all summer for
it,” Morris said. “Even

though I didn’t meet my
goals, [ have another year
to get better and get ready
forthe folkstyle season. My
confidence grew from my
firstyearto my second year.
I was really nervous my
first year there and it was
nerve racking to see kids
from states thatare halfway
across the country. I came
inthis yearand wrestled my
match. Seeing this level of
competition will help me
alot.”

Morris opened the tour-
nament with three consecu-
tive victories to reach the
Round of 16. The Hub
senior held off Minnesota’s

Hank Meyer for an 8-5
decision before scoring
a 12-3 technical fall over
Oklahoma’s Kaden Stitt
and a 9-2 decision against
[llinois wrestler Asher
Sheldon.

Morris conceded a 12-4
technical fall to California’s
Jayden Tadeo-Gosal in the
Round of 16 to move into
the consolation bracket.
Afternotching a 12-0 tech-
nical fall against Alaska’s
Hayden Martin, Morris fell
just short against Nevada’s
Melvin Whitehead, losing
by tiebreaker 5-5. It was
the second time competing
at Fargo for Morris, who

(PHOTOS BY YESSENIA ANDRONIC)
Kaiden Morris (left) and Roman Villalobos (right) were two of the six RTHS student-athletes who represented the Forge Wrestling Club and the State of lllinois during
the 2024 U.S. Junior & 16U Nationals in Fargo, North Dakota this past month.

Rochelle wrestlers battle at nationals

Six athletes compete at U.S. Junior & 16U National Championships in Fargo

went 3-2 over five matches
in 2023.

Also wrestling from
Rochelle was RTHS ju-
nior Roman Villalobos,
who competed in the 16U
Greco-Roman Men’s
Championship tourna-
ment and finished 3-2 over
five matches. Villalobos
reached the Round of 32 in
the 190-pound weight divi-
sion, edging Utah’s Joaquin
Ruiz with a 4-1 decision
before conceding a tough
loss by 7-6 decision against
Iowa’s Braylen Bieber.

The No. 15 seed in his
division, Villalobos won
two bouts in the conso-

lation bracket, securing
a hard-fought win over
Oklahoma’s Aiden Bruce
and cruising for a 10-0
technical fall against New
York’s Antonio Landon.
Villalobos’ tournament
ended with a 9-4 loss to
Wisconsin’s Reed Falk.

“It was a really exciting
time and it was a lot of fun
to be with my friends,”
Villalobos said. “I thoughtI
wrestled pretty well. There
were some matches that
didn’t go my way and there
were a couple of matches
I could’ve won.”

See FARGO page 10

RTHS Girls Soccer

Flores receives Interstate 8 First Team honors
Junior midfielder/forward Lara garners Honorable Mention for Lady Hubs

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Ju-
nior defender Betty Flores
was named an Interstate 8
All-Conference First Team
honoree for the second
consecutive season. Flores
returned for her third season
withthe Rochelle Lady Hub
varsity soccer team this
spring, scoring two goals
and adding one assist while
anchoring the defensive
line. Flores was also named
a team captain this season.

“I felt like I was able to
show outand it feels greatto
berecognized,” Floressaid.
“I felt that my confidence
improved drastically from
last year and I have more
ambition year after year.
One area where [ want to
improve fornextyearwould
be encouraging my team-
mates. Weall have our trials
anderrors, butifweall stick
together, we can persevere
through those challenges.”

Flores has started for
the Lady Hubs since her
freshman season, when she
split time in the midfield
and on defense before be-
coming a full-time starter
at center back during her
sophomore season, where
she also earned Interstate
8 All-Conference First
Team honors. Although
injuries have plagued the

Lady Hubs overthelasttwo
seasons, Flores has been a
consistent contributor on
defense and aims to remain
that way entering her senior
season.

“For my senior year,
I want to have some sort
of impact on the younger
girls,” Flores said. “I feel
like we get discouraged
with the lack of female
playersandIwanttoseethat
change. [wantto encourage
the younger girls to go out
and play somesoccer... My
three yearshavebeenalong
journey. I’ve learned a lot
about myself and how far
can push myself. I’ve come
a long way since my fresh-
man year and there’s noth-
ing [ would change about
my experience. [’ve grown
into a stronger version of
myself and I’m grateful for
the opportunities I’ve been
given.”

Junior midfielder
Makayla Lara also took
home All-Conference rec-
ognitionthis spring, earning
an Interstate 8 Honorable
Mention forthe secondtime
inher career. Lara, whowas
named to the First Team as
a sophomore, led Rochelle
in goals (nine) and assists
(eight). Lara totaled 22
goals and four assists as a
sophomore after compiling
24 goals and six assists as a
freshman.
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Junior defender Betty Flores was named an Interstate 8 All-Conference First Team honoree for the second

consecutive season.



