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Discounts up to 40*
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s when you get car insurance from us.
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Terri Schaefer, Agent
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Rochelle moving forward with RPD

locker room improvement work

$251,950 project to include hot showers, male and

female changing fac

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At
its June 24 meeting, the
Rochelle City Council
unanimously approved
a bid from Larson &
Larson Builders for a
$251,950 Rochelle Police
Department locker room
improvement project.

The RPD locker room
is located in the basement
of City Hall and improve-
ments will include hot
showers, male and female
changing facilities, locker
room updates and work
on the firing range. Ren-
ovation of the area has
not been done since RPD
moved into the facility.
The facility’s current state
doesn’t have hot water for
showers or a dedicated
area for female officers.
Thereare currently 18 total
smaller lockers. Upgrades
will consist of larger ward-
robe lockers. 10 will be in
the female area and 30 will
be in the male area.

“The project will be
expensive, but this is our
forever home,” City Man-
ager Jeff Fiegenschuh said
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(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

At its June 24 meeting, the Rochelle City Council unanimously approved a bid
from Larson & Larson Builders for a $251,950 Rochelle Police Department locker
room improvement project.

July 23. “It feels good to
be moving forward with
it. Aswe expand our police
department and have more
female officers, it’s import-
antthateverybody has their
own facilities and that we
update restroom facilities
and make sure everything

iSADA compliant. There’s
equipment down there
from the 1970s. I think
because we’ve invested
so much in staffing in our
police department, we also
need to make sure they
have facilities that work
for them that they can be

proud of. They didn’thave
hot water in the showers
down there. I feel an ob-
ligation to make sure our
staff has access to good
facilities and this project
will improve that.”

See RPD page 8
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Ron Kern
Kern details
recent rain’s

effect on crops

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

OGLE COUNTY —
Following above-average
rainfall levels in Ogle
County and mild tem-
peratures this summer,
Ogle County Farm Bureau
Manager Ron Kern said
July 25 that crops in the
area are looking “‘excep-
tionally well.”

Ogle County farmers
havebattled drought condi-
tions and have been behind
on rain in recent years.
Kern said that is no longer
the case and Ogle County is
notonany drought monitor
map as it was at the begin-
ning of the year.

“Ican’tremember every
year dating way back like
some farmers can, but I
don’t remember the last
year like this,” Kern said.

See FARM page 3

Ribbon cutting held for Clearly Exteriors on July 25

Business offers residential and commercial pressure washing

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On
Thursday, July 25,aribbon
cutting was held in the
downtown Rochelle ga-
zebo area to mark the new
membership of Clearly
Exteriors to the Rochelle
Chamber of Commerce.

Thebusiness, owned by
Michael and Liz Williams,
will celebrate its seventh
anniversary in August and
offersresidential and com-
mercial pressure washing.
Rochelle is the Williams’
hometown and the family
recently moved back to
The Hub City after living
north of town in Ogle
County for about 10 years.

“Rochelle has always
had a special place in
my heart and it’s been a
positive place for our busi-
ness,” Michael Williams
said. “We specialize in
house soft washing and
removing green algae on
sides of houses properly.”

“A lot of people think
they can do it themselves,
and they realize they can’t
get to everything and it
takes a long time and they
damage the siding. With
our soft wash systems we
can take care of an inclu-
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(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

On Thursday, July 25, a ribbon cutting was held in the downtown Rochelle gazebo area to mark the new
membership of Clearly Exteriors to the Rochelle Chamber of Commerce.

sive entire house wash in
about 90 minutes and the
housesstaysclean4-5 years.
We offer a warranty and
annual maintenance and
everything in between.
We do other work like
commercial, sidewalks,
concrete and parking lots.

If we can spray water on
it, we can likely clean it.”

The event was led by
Rochelle Chamber of
Commerce Executive Di-
rector Tricia Herrera, who
welcomed Clearly Exteri-
orsand the Williams family
back to Rochelle.

“We met with Michael
a few months ago and he
told me his story and how
he got here and that he and
his wife have been business
owners in other communi-
ties,” Herrera said. “We’re
excited by that. They’re
already talking about ex-

panding into differentbusi-
nesses and things like that.
We want to welcome you.
We know you can choose
any community, and we’re
very happy that you chose
to be here in Rochelle.”

See CEREMONY p. 8
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HUB NEWS

To get the e
latest Hub SCAN HE *
News
Aug. 7 Freshman Orientation Session Aug. 14
9am-11am
Freshman Orientation Session 2 Aug. 19
Tpm-3pm
Aug. 20
Aug. 8 Freshman Orientation Session 3
9am-11am
Freshman Orientation Session 4
Aug. 23

Spm-7pm

First Day of School

RTHS Board Meeting 5:30pm

Freshman Parent Meeting 6pm
Open House 6:30pm

Meet the Hubs 6pm

Welcome Back, Hubs!

ATHLETICS % 3 S 3| X

Golf-JV Boys - Triangular Golf with’ Aug. 29
Dixon and Freeport 4pm (H)

Aug. 20

Golf-V Boys - Triangular Golf fvith

Dixon and Freeport 4pm (H)

Aug 26 Soccer-JV Boys vs Genoa—Kingsto'
4:30pm (H)

Soccer-V Boys vs Genoa-Kingston
4:30pm (H)

Tennis-JV Girls vs Harlem 4:30pm (H)
Tennis-V Girls vs Harlem 4:30pm (H)
Volleyball-F Girls at Belvidere 5pm
Volleyball-SO Girls at Belvidere 6pm Aug, 30
PY Volleyball-V Girls at Belvidere 7pm

Aug. 28 Golf-F/SO Boys - Triangular at
Fairways Golf - Amboy and Mendota

4pm (H)

Aug. 31

Golf-V Boys - Triangular at Fairways
Golf - Amboy and Mendota 4 pm (H)

Helping you
create the life
you want.

KISHWAUKEE
—FOLLEGE~—

Exceptional education for
every student.

21193 Malta Road * Malta, lllinois 60150 « 815-825-2086

e,

Golf-JV Boys at Kanelan

Golf-V Boys at Kaneland 4pm

Soccer-JV Boys at Burlington C&ntral

4:30pm
Tennis-JV Girls at Belvidere 4:30pm
Tennis-V Girls at Belvidere 4:30pm
Volleyball-F Girls vs Dixon 5pm (H)
Volleyball-SO Girls vs Dixon 5pm (H)

Soccer-V Boys at Burlington Central
6pm

Volleyball-V Girls vs Dixon 6pm (H)

Football-F/SO vs Woodstock 5pm (H)
Football-V vs Woodstock 7pm (H)

Tennis-JV Girls at Guilford TB

@

‘- NORTHERN ILLINOIS

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

sharing knowledge & wealth

817 W Lincoln Hwy Suite E
DeKalb, IL 60115

815-669-1599

www.mynifcu.com
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FARM: OCFB’s Kern details impact of recent weather on crops

From page 1

“Four or five years ago
we got a lot of rain in the
springand we couldn’teven
plant some acres. We’re
definitely above normal for
rain for the year and for the
monthsofJuneand July. The
rainhasbeen great. The corn
is tasseling and starting to
shootears. Itneeds moisture
so the energy in the plant
can go to the ear. Beans are
probably startingtosetpods.
It was a great rain.”

Rain has come with
storms and wind, but Kern
said storm damage to crops
in the area has been limited.

“Surprisingly I’ve only
heard of some pockets of
storm damage here and
there,” Kern said. “It’s
nothingI’d callmajor. There
may be somebody out there
with 20-30 acres that was
damaged, but everything
else around it is fine. I ha-
ven’t had anyone tell me
thatthere’sbeen widespread
damage. And most of it
would be corn and then it
depends if it was broken or
just blown over to where it
could pop back up.”

“I know in the Rockford
area there was some dam-
age, butthe corn didn’t snap

and it’s starting to straighten
itself back out. I'd say we
dodged a bullet.”

Despite crops coming
along well this early in the
year, Kern said doesn’t ex-
pectanearly harvestand that
it depends on when crops
were planted and what Fall
weather conditions are.

Outside of the fields,
farmers are currently see-
ing “exceptionally low”
commodity prices and a
trade outlook that “isn’t
necessarily good,” Kern
said. The OCFB manager
would like to see more ef-
forts from the government
on new trade agreements
andallocating fundstowards
newresearchtodevelopnew
domestic crop uses such as
sustainable aviation fuel, a
recently talked-about new
venture.

“We have the crop here,”
Kern said. “We just need
more help in being able to
trade that crop and find new
uses for that crop. A couple
decadesagowhenwegotthe
ethanol market developed it
was a huge boon to agricul-
ture. We need to get back to
that line of thinking again.”

Work is currently ongo-
ing on a new federal farm
bill, whichtakes placeevery

3 s
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(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Despite crops coming along well this early in the year, OCFB Manager Ron Kern said doesn’t expect an early
harvest and that it depends on when crops were planted and what Fall weather conditions are.

fiveyears. Kernhopestosee
langage in it that allocates
funds towards new research
projects. He guessed that
the current farm bill will be
extended a year with a new
one coming next year. One-
year extensions are typical,
Kerm said.

“And hopefully the
winner of the presidential
election in November will

seriously want to address
expanding tradeagreements
with other countries to try to
help up market our crop,”
Kern said.

Input prices for farmers
have remained high, and
those impacts are being
seen currently with farmers
applying fungicide tofields.
Kern said Ogle County
farmers could save money

on inputs amid high prices
duringharvestthis fallifthey
don’t have to spend money
on gas to dry crops. Kern’s
hope for the coming months
is that recently-common
August storms stay away
and that come harvest, the
cropturnsout“really good”,
as it looks now.

“[ think this corn crop is
set,” Kern said, “The beans

will probably need another
shower or two in August to
fill those pods out all the
way. After that we get into
September where the crop
will start turning. We’ll
need some nice, sunny,
relatively-warm days with
some nice breeze to dry the
crop down to get out there
and get it into the bin during
harvest.”

Jonny Lyons and the Pride to play Mt. Morris Aug. 2

MT. MORRIS —The
Mt. Morris Jamboree is
pleased to announce the
return of Jonny Lyons and
the Pride to the bandshell
stage for a free concert
on Friday, Aug. 2 from
7-9 p.m.

Jonny knows how to
command an audience,
whether he’s fronting his
band Jonny Lyons & the
Pride, taking the stage as
The Man In Black or the
King of Rock and Roll,
standing alone with an
acoustic guitar, or even
laying down the drums for
Lance Lipinsky in his band
The Lovers. Whatever the
occasion, you can be sure
to expect an electrifying
performance!

Jonny writes his own
music flavored from
his heroes such as Ray
Charles, Elvis Presley,

Buddy Holly, Johnny
Cash, Roy Orbison, Jerry
Lee Lewis, Conway Twit-
ty, Jerry Reed, The Everly
Brothers, Willie Nelson,
The Ventures, and many
more.

Food and drink conces-
sions for the evening will
be provided by Chapter
CU, PE.O., who will be
serving hotdogs, brats,
chips, soda and water. Just
For Fun Ice Cream as well
as Bill’s Famous Lemon-
ade stand will be there too,
all starting at 6 p.m.

Ewe and Me Acres will
have a fresh produce stand
with a variety of fruits,
vegetables, baked goods,
jams, jellies and dog treats
on the Campus along with
other craft and plant ven-
dors from 5-8 p.m.

On either side of the
BandShell the Sandstone

(COURTESY PHOTO)

The Mt. Morris Jamboree is pleased to announce the return of Jonny Lyons and the Pride to the bandshell

stage for a free concert on Friday, Aug. 2 from 7-9 p.m.

Encore Art Gallery will
present the opening night
of the Fine Art Show with
the theme of “We live in
the middle.”, and the new

location of the Mt. Morris
Historical Museum in the
newly renovated College
Hall will both be open
during the concert.

Please bring a blanket
or chair, or enjoy the new
benches and join the fun
on our beautiful, historic
campus in the center of

Mt. Morris, two blocks
south of Illinois Route 64
on Wesley Avenue and
enjoy the free rock & roll
concert.

George completes Weichert® Fast Track Training program

ROCHELLE - We-
ichert, Realtors® - Signa-
ture Professionals, located
in Rochelle, is proud to
announce that Stephanie
George successfully com-
pleted the Weichert Real
Estate Affiliates, Inc. Fast
Track training program.
The training helps quickly
bring new and existing
Weichert® affiliated agents
up to speed on the latest
information, resources
and technology available
toreal estate professionals

to help them effectively
list, promote and sell prop-
erties and offer legendary
service to their clients.
“Our Fast Track pro-
gram covers everything
a real estate professional
needs to know to help
them start out on the right
track towards a successful
career in real estate,” said
Bill Scavone, president
of Weichert Real Es-
tate Affiliates, Inc. “This
program is designed to
offer a unique learning

experience to get our new
associates productive as
quickly as possible.”

Program participants
learn best practices to get
started in the real estate
industry, find sellers, cap-
ture a buyer’s attention
and list properties to sell
quickly. Agents that com-
plete the Weichert Fast
Track training also gain
the confidence and com-
petitive edge to succeed
in real estate.

Weichert, Realtors® -

We Can Do That

Brochures
Magazines
Catalogs
Postcards
Pocket Folders
Calendars
Newsletters

Flyers

Banners

Instruction Sheets
Direct Mail
Door Hangers
Annual Reports
Labels
Invitations
Menus
Letterheads
Multi-Part Forms

Business Cards
Manuals
Posters
Yard Signs
Handbooks
Maps
Event Programs
Envelopes
Much More

offset print digital print post press direct mail design large format

HUB-REMSEN

| PRI

NT GROUP

101 Maple Ave - 815.562.7057 - hub-remsen.com

07282024

Signature Professionals is
an independently owned
and operated Weichert
affiliate. For more infor-
mation about Weichert,
Realtors® - Signature
Professionals, please con-
tact Carrie Ottum at (815)
561-8595 or carrie@sig-
naturerealestatepro.com.

About Weichert Real
Estate Affiliates, Inc.:
Weichert Real Estate Af-
filiates, Inc. isatopreal es-
tate franchisor established
in 2001 by Jim Weichert,

president, chairman and
CEO of Weichert Com-
panies, which has been in
operation since 1969. The
company providesa clear-
ly defined business model
for operating, managing,
and marketing areal estate
brokerage, along with
industry-leading technol-
ogy, marketing tools, and
support. Its first affiliate
opened in 2002, and the
franchise network has
since grown to over 350
offices, serving markets in

over40states. The compa-
ny has been named one of
the top traditional residen-
tial real estate franchises
by Entrepreneur magazine
for 20 straight years and
identified by Franchise
Business Review as a
top franchise for owner
satisfaction nine years in
a row. For more informa-
tion about Weichert, visit
Weichert.com. For more
information about fran-
chise opportunities, visit
WeichertFranchise.com.
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Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of lllinois (LSSI) offering :
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

Rent based
on 30% of a

Resident’s Adjusted
Gross Income

o Activities

* Secure Entry System
* Community room with kitchen

* On-site coin operated laundry

* On-site management office

* Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
* On-site parking for residents

Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

$ Luthe

MANAGED BY:

www.LSSI.org

ran Social Services of Illinois

&

07262023

EQUAL HOUBIN'S
OPPO
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Terry Galen Petry

ROCHELLE — Terry
Galen Petry, 80, passed
away peacefully Wednes-
day, July 24, 2024 at his
home in rural Rochelle, IL
with family by hisside. Ter-
ry was born on September
10, 1943, the son of Galen
C. and Helen M. (Harms)
Petry in Rochelle. In 1961,
he graduated from Rochelle
Township High School. On
March 20,1964, he married
Cindy Louise Saunders in
Rochelle.

Terry was a fourth gen-
eration farmer, farming
his entire life. He enjoyed
being outside gardening,
mowing and fishing. Terry
loved spending time with

his family and friends but
he especially loved the
time he spent with his five
granddaughters.

Terry is survived by his
wife of 60 years, Cindy of
Rochelle; two children:
Teresa Petry and Erik Petry
both of Rochelle; brother,
Larry (Linda) Petry of
Belvidere and five grand-
daughters: Emily Jahnke,
Molly, Nora, and Eliza
Petry and Caroline (Austin)
Petry-Tracey

There will be a celebra-
tion of Terry’s life from
1:00 - 3:00 P.M., Tuesday,
July 30, 2024 at Acres
Bistro, 407 Lincoln Hwy.,
Rochelle. There will be

PN

a private family funeral.
Burial is at Woodlawn
Cemeteryin Creston. Inlieu
of flowers, memorials may
be made in Terry’s mem-
ory in honor of his wife,
Cindy, to the Alzheimer’s
Association.  Visit www.
ungerhorner.comtosignthe
online guest book.

William Gore Nye Sr.

PHOENIX, Ariz. —
William (Bill, Billy, Mr.
Nye, The Science Guy)
Gore Nye Sr., beloved
father, grandfather, friend
and partner, passed away
on July 11, 2024 at his
home in Phoenix, Arizona,
at the age of 82.

Bill was born on July
21, 1941, in Rockford,
IL to Philip Sr. and Mary
Kay Gore Nye. He was the
proud younger brother to
Philip Hastings Nye Jr. Bill
graduated from Rochelle
Township High School
in 1959. He attended the
University of Wyoming,
graduating in 1963 with a
BAinHistory and a Minor
in Political Science. Bill
then served actively in the
US Navy as a Lieutenant
Junior Grade from 1964
to 1967, completing two
tours in Vietnam, and was
honorably discharged in
1970.

During his time in ser-
vice, Bill was stationed on
the USS Enterprise and
was awarded the Vietnam
Service Medal with Stars,
the Vietnam Campaign
Medal with Device, and
the National Defense Ser-
vice Medal. Afterserving
his country, Bill attended
the University of Colorado
School of Law, graduat-
ing with a JD degree in
1970. After passing the
bar in Utah, he worked
for Worsley, Snow, and
Christensen in Salt Lake
City. Bill continued his ca-
reer working for the First
National Bank of Chica-
go (with which he was
transferred to Phoenix),

Continental Bank Trust
Company, Valley National
Bank of Arizona, and the
Maricopa County Public
Fiduciary. For over forty
years, Bill was a faithful
member of Valley Pres-
byterian Church where,
over the years, he served
asadeacon, taught Sunday
School, and assisted other
members with transporta-
tion to worship services
and appointments.

Bill was married to
Margaret Ann Wiese on
April 11, 1974. He was
a loving and dedicated
husband; his supportnever
wavered through their 29-
yearmarriage. Bill was the
proud father to four boys,
Joseph, William Jr., Peter,
and Scott, and grandfather
to eight grandchildren. To
those he loved, he passed
along his passion for the
Chicago Cubs, sharks, the
great outdoors, aimless
road trips, and dressing
overly formal for all oc-
casions. Bill’s closest
friend and the person he
looked up to most was his
brother, Phil.

They could sit for
hours, recounting hu-
morous memories and
ribbing each other end-
lessly. Their stories were
priceless and laughter con-
tagious. Throughout his
life, he loved conversing
with family, friends, and
random strangers on an
array of topics including
sports, history, and current
affairs. Thoughnotalways
attuned to sarcasm, Bill
had a great sense of hu-
mor, and loved to laugh
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Wednesdays starting Aug. 7
6PM (No Sales after 6:15 PM)
$10 for 10 Bingo Games &
2 Lightning Games - $1 each
Food Available for Purchase 4 PM - 6 PM | Doors Open at 2PM
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and make fun of himself.

He was the most genuine,
honest, caring, and inquis-
itive person. In his honor,
please pay these qualities
forward.

Bill is survived by his
brother, Philip Jr., sons:
Joseph, William Jr., Peter,
and Scott (Ashley), grand-
children: Mairead, Grace,
Joseph Jr., Aoife, John,
Brigid, Loyal, and Henry,
and his loving partner,
Neta Sue Melton. Bill is
predeceased by his spouse,
Margaret; mother, Mary
Kay; father, Philip Sr.; and
stepmother, Lenore.

Memorial services will
be held at 10:00 a.m. on
Saturday, August 10th
at Valley Presbyterian
Churchin Paradise Valley,
AZ, and at 10:00 a.m. on
Saturday, October 5,2024
at Riverview Cemetery in
Oregon, IL. Bill’s life was
marked by his dedication
to his family, his com-
munity, and his faith. He
will be deeply missed by
all who knew and loved
him. In lieu of flowers,
please make a donation in
his honor to the Phoenix
Rescue Mission.

Visit www.ungerhorn-
er.com to sign the online
guest book.

ROCHELLE POLICE REPORT

ROCHELLE — On
July 22 at 6:39 p.m. Renee
L. Rowe, 53, of Rockford
was cited for smoking in a
vehicle with a minor pres-
ent. She signed a promise
to comply and was given
an Aug. 16 Rochelle court
date.

On July 22 at 7:51 p.m.
Elijah B. Oluduro, 24, of
Rochelle was cited for
speeding and no insurance.

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT

OREGON — On
July 20 at approximate-
ly 1:10 p.m. deputies
responded to the 9,000
block of North Hedge
Road in Byron for an
unresponsive male in
a vehicle. After a brief
investigation, deputies
arrested Curtis Palmer,
42, of Leaf River, for
driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol. Palmer
was transported to the
Ogle County Jail where
he was processed and
released on a notice
to appear. Palmer was
additionally cited for
illegal transportation of
alcohol.

On July 20 at ap-
proximately 5:47 p.m.
deputies and Byron Fire
responded to the 3,900
block of East Oak Grove
Road forareported ATV
crash with suspected
injuries. After a brief
investigation, it was
determined that a Polaris
ATV, driven by Nicholas
Liston, 43, of Byron,
lost control in the south
ditch after striking a
culvert and came to rest
in a field. Liston was
transported to a local
hospital by Byron EMS
for suspected serious
injuries. Liston was cited
forreckless operation of
an ATV, improper lane
usage, and no insurance.

On July 20 at approx-
imately 9 a.m. depu-
ties conducted a traffic
stop in the 8,000 block
of north Mt. Vernon
Road in rural Forreston.
After an investigation
Joel Wadsworth, 46,
of Mount Carroll, was
placed under arrest for
an active warrant for
failure to appear. Wad-
sworth was transported
to the Ogle County Jail
where he was held in lieu
of bond.

On July 20 at ap-
proximately 12:12 p.m.
deputies responded to a
single-vehicle accident
in the 7,000 block of
North Mt. Morris Road.
After a brief investiga-
tion it was determined
that the driver, Christo-
pher D. Strite, 32, of Mt.
Morris, was traveling
northbound on North
Mt. Morris Road when
the vehicle entered the
ditch before striking a
guard rail and overturn-
ing. Strite was cited for
failure to reduce speed,

operating an uninsured
motor vehicle and im-
proper lane usage. Strite
was transported to Free-
port Memorial Hospital
for non-life-threatening
injuries. Strite was pro-
vided a future court date.

On July 20 at ap-
proximately 8:46 p.m.
deputies responded to
the 10,000 block of
North Illinois Route
2 for a three-vehicle
head-on collision with
injuries. Upon further
investigation Anthony
Anderson, 64 of Rock-
ford, was driving his
Nissan Sentra when he
attempted to pass a vehi-
cle in a no-passing zone
traveling northbound,
and struck a Toyota
Rav4 driven by Sharon
Schreiner as she was on-
coming southbound. The
Toyota then lost control
and struck a Silver Hon-
da Civicoccupied by two
juvenile females. Ander-
son was cited for passing
in a no passing zone,
improper lane usage, and
failure to reduce speed
to avoid an accident.
Schreiner and the two
juvenile females were
transported to Swedish
American Hospital for
apparent minor injury.
Ogle County was as-
sisted by the Byron Fire
Department. Anderson
was provided with a
future court date.

On July 21 at ap-
proximately 12:03 a.m.
deputies responded to
a residence in the 500
block of East Colden
Street in Polo for a do-
mestic problem. After an
investigation, Kenneth
M. Williams II, 57, of
Polo, was placed un-
der arrest for domestic
battery. Williams was
transported to the Ogle
County Jail, where he
was held pending an ap-
pearance before a judge.

On July 21 at ap-
proximately 12:41 p.m.
deputies conducted a
traffic stop in the parking
lot of Dollar General in
Davis Junction. Afteran
investigation, deputies
placed Taylor Young,
26, of Davis Junction
under arrest and cited
for driving while license
suspended. Young’s
vehicle was towed from
the scene and he was
released from the scene
on a notice to appear.

On July 22 at ap-
proximately 11:24 a.m.
deputies responded to a
report of a one-vehicle
motorcycle accident at
the intersections of Coft-
man Road and Rock City
Road. After an investi-
gation it was determined
thata Black 2005 Suzuki
SV1000 being operated
by Jonathon E. Hartline,
18, of Pecatonica, failed
to negotiate the curve
in the roadway at that
location and crashed into
a bean field. Hartline
was transported to Free-
port Memorial Hospital
by the German Valley
Ambulance for injuries
sustained in the accident.

On July 22 at ap-
proximately 8:35 p.m.
deputies attempted to
stop a vehicle traveling
eastbound on Illinois
Route 72 from Leatf
River. The vehicle fled,
before eventually com-
ing to a stop in approx-
imately the 6,000 block
of West Montague Road.
The driver of the vehi-
cle, Ryan Kochsmier,
22, of Leaf River, was
charged with aggravated
fleeing to elude a peace
Officer. Kochsmier was
also cited for speeding.
Kochsmier was released
on a notice to appear.
Deputies were assisted
by German Valley EMS.

On July 26 at 7:41
a.m. deputies conducted
a traffic stop on North
Walnut Street and West
2n Street in Byron. As
aresult, deputies arrest-
ed Francisco Esquiv-
el-Cruz, 54, of Loves
Park for driving while
license revoked. Fran-
cisco-Cruz was addi-
tionally issued a citation
for operation ofa vehicle
with registration sus-
pended. Francisco-Cruz
was transported to the
Ogle County Jail, where
he was released on a
notice to appear with a
future court date.

All individuals are
considered innocent
until proven guilty in the
court of law.

Ghea N. Demps, 25, of
DeKalbwas cited for speed-
ing. She signed a promise
to comply and was given
an Aug. 16 Rochelle court
date.

OnJuly 22 at10:20 p.m.
a l6-year-old juvenile of
Lee was cited for no lights
when required. He signed a
promise to comply and was
given an Aug. 16 Rochelle
court date.

Call (815) 562-4171 or
Visit our website at
www.rochellenews-leader.com
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promise to comply and was
given an Aug. 16 Rochelle
court date.

On July 22 at 3:50 p.m.
JonC. Sheely,42,0fOregon
was cited for speeding. He
signed a promise to comply
and was given an Aug. 16
Rochelle court date.

On July 22 at 5:43 p.m.
Marlyn Garcia-Carlos, 21,
of Mendota was cited for
speeding. She signed a
promise to comply and was
given an Aug. 16 Rochelle
court date.

On July 23 at 5:01 a.m.
Alejandro Ortega-Sanchez,
48, of Malta was cited
for speeding. He signed a
promise to comply and was
given an Aug. 16 Rochelle
court date.

On July 23 at 9:07
p-m. Brenda Diaz, 28, of
Rockford was cited for
disobeying a stop sign. She
signed a promise to comply
and was given an Aug. 16
Rochelle court date.

On July 23 at 7:22 p.m.
a 17-year-old juvenile of
Rochelle was cited for
disobeying a stop sign. He
signed a promise to comply
and was given an Aug. 16
Rochelle court date.

On July 24 at 2:11 p.m.
Ricardo A. Hernandez, 24,
of Chicago was cited for
disobeying a traffic control

device. Hesignedapromise
to comply and was given
an Aug. 16 Rochelle court
date.

On July 24 at 3:56 p.m.
George A. Zhang, 22, of
Ontario was cited forspeed-
ing 87 miles per hour in a
70 miles per hour zone. He
signed a promise to comply
and was given an Aug. 16
Rochelle court date.

On July 24 at 4:24 p.m.
Jason V. Glover, 21, of Chi-
cagowas cited forspeeding
90 miles per hour in a 70
miles per hour zone. He
signed a promise to comply
and was given an Aug. 16
Rochelle court date.

On July 24 at 5:14 p.m.
George Levy, 34, of Florida
was cited for speeding 90
miles per hourina 70 miles
per hour zone. He signed a
promise to comply and was
given an Aug. 16 Rochelle
court date.

On July 24 at 10:56
p.m. Trinity Dawson, 21,
of Rockford was cited for
disregardingastopsignand
improper child restraint.
She signed a promise to
comply and was given an
Aug. 16 Rochelle court
date.

All individuals are
considered innocent until
proven guilty in the court
of law.
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News Media Corporation announces management agreement

ROCHELLE —
Carpenter Media Group
(CMG) and News Me-
dia Corporation (NMC)
announced today plans
for CMG to manage, and
with an option to acquire,
NMC.

[llinois publications —
Rochelle News-Leader,
Ogle County Life, Men-
dota Reporter and Amboy
News are all owned by
News Media Corporation,
and are now part of the
management agreement
with Carpenter Media
Group.

Longtime NMC lead-
ers J.J. Tompkins and
Billy McMacken will

assume leadership roles
with CMG, and the tran-
sition will begin imme-
diately.

News Media Corpora-
tion was founded in 1975
by John C. Tompkins.
John began his career as
a paperboy at The Ham-
mond Times, where his
father was the publisher.
Eager to learn, he con-
tinued to work his way
through every depart-
ment at The Times with
Howard Publications. At
the age of twenty-one,
Tompkins purchased his
first newspaper, The Ro-
chelle News-Leader, in
rural Illinois.

Under John Tomp-
kins’ leadership, News
Media grew to over sev-
enty publications across
ten states. NMC serves
communities, of roughly
5,000-50,000 population,
in isolated rural trade
centers, focusing mainly
on weekly newspapers.
It has always been News
Media’s top priority to
provide quality local jour-
nalism to the unique com-
munities it serves. NMC
currently has twenty-five
publications located in
Illinois, South Dakota,
Wyoming, Nebraska, and
Arizona

“We have worked with

JJ and his father, John,
over the years. We have a
long friendship and deep
respect for the company
they built and its excep-
tional team of community
media professionals,”
said CMG Chairman
Todd Carpenter. “We look
forward to building on the
foundations put down by
John and others as we
develop the products,
people and communities
served.”

“This is a unique
opportunity to partner
with Todd Carpenter
and CMG,” JJ Tompkins
said. “The Tompkins
family has always deeply

respected Todd and has
a friendship spanning
multiple generations and
family companies. We
have aunique history and
friendship, which began
with my father many
years ago, and will con-
tinue into the future and
for the next phase of News
Media Corporation.”
“We are thrilled about
this partnership with
Carpenter Media Group
and its potential for the
future success of our
family’s legacy and the
communities we serve. As
a company deeply rooted
in people, we are confi-
dent that this partnership

willuphold our values and
lead us to a bright future,”
Tompkins added.

CMG owns and man-
ages over 200 community
and metro media titles in
the U.S. and Canada and
isdedicated to preserving
and building community
journalism and marketing
services to develop and
improve each community
served.

NMC and the Tomp-
kins family was repre-
sented by John Cribb
of Cribb, Cope & Potts.
CCP is a leading merger
and acquisition firm with
offices in Montana, Cali-
fornia and Arkansas.

4-H Blue Ribbon Livestock Auction is at Ogle County Fairgrounds Aug. 3

OREGON — The
Annual 4-H Blue Ribbon
Livestock Auction has
been set for Saturday,
Aug. 3! It will be held
at the Ogle County Fair
at the fairgrounds in Or-
egon. The 4-H Auction
Committee invites the
public to support 4-H

project work by bidding
on a quality 4-H animal!

The auction will start
at 3 p.m. in the Beef
Arena. [twill feature 4-H
market hogs, lambs, beef
animals, goats, poultry,
rabbits, and dairy baskets,
as well as the champion
and reserve champion

beef, swine, lamb, and
goat carcasses.

Live animals may be
purchased and sent to a
locker or bought and re-
sold at a slaughterhouse.
Transportation to pro-
cessing plants will be pro-
vided. A floor price will
be set according to the

current market trends on
the auction day. A list of
current market prices will
be available. Champion
and Reserve Champion
market animals will be
sold first. Pork and lamb
carcasses will be sold
whole. Beef carcasses
will be sold in halves.

Auction order will
be Beef Carcass, Live
Beef, Sheep Carcass,
Live Sheep, Poultry,
Rabbits, Dairy Basket,
Dairy & Meat Goat Weth-
ers, Swine Carcass, Live
Swine, Live Beef, Live
Swine.

Auction flyers are

available in the Ogle
County Extension Office
and online at http://web.
extension.illinois.edu/
bdo. Bidding arrange-
ments can be made for
interested parties who
are unable to attend. Call
815-732-2191 for more
information.

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Ashton Bible Church, corner of Main and Paddock in Ashton. Pastor Farrel
Stauffer, church phone is (815)453-2190, church website www.ashtonbible.
org0. Sunday School for all ages 9:00-10:00am, Morning Worship 10:15am,
Wednesday Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 6:30-8:00pm.

Calvary Lighthouse Church, Assemblies of God, Senior Pastor, Dr. James
Horvath. 14409 Hemstock Rd., Rochelle. Sunday Morning: Sunday Worship
& Children’s Church 10:00 A.M., Wednesday Evening 7:00 PM. — Adult
Teaching, Missionettes & Royal Rangers Childrens Classes, Nursery available
for all services. HE-Brews Cafe is open before and after services. For further
information, please call the CLC office at 815-562-7701, or email us at staff@
calvarylighthouse.com

Rochelle Church of Christ, Keeping Christ at the center in the Hub City. We
meet Sundays at 9:00am for Bible Study and 10:00am for worship. We also
have a Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00pm. 206 Erickson Rd, Rochelle, IL 61068.
You can call us at (815) 562-6572 or visit us on the web at rochellechurch.com.
We also have a radio program Sundays just after 8am on WRHL 1060AM.
Minister Dominic Venuso.

Creston United Methodist Church and Steward United Methodist Church -
Rev. IThan You, Creston: 126 West South Street, P.O. Box 209, Creston, Illinois
60113. Sunday morning worship 9:00am. Coffee fellowship at 10:15am.
Steward: 507 Main Street, P.O. Box 80, Steward, IL 60553. Adult Sunday
School, 10:00am. Sunday morning worship and Children’s Sunday School
11:00am. Contact the church office at 847-730-4370 for more information.

facebook.comcrestonumcil faccebook.com/stewardilumc

Elim Reformed Church, 140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068. Phone: 815-
562-6811. Email goelimchurch@gmail.com Website www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 Rev. Marv Jacobs

Faith Lutheran Church - (14206 E. Flagg Rd.) - “Making Christ Known Through
Lives of Faith” In-person worship is available each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. or online
at “Faith Lutheran Social” on YouTube. Worship resources are also available on
our Facebook page - ‘Faith Lutheran Church ELCA. You may also e-mail Pastor
Joy Alsop at Pastor@faithlcrochelle.org for more information. All are welcome to
join us!

First General Baptist Church, 500 S. 12th St, Rochelle. Phone: 815-562-5221.
Email: fgbcrochelle@gmail.com.Website: www.fgbcrochelle.org. Facebook:
www.facebook.com/fgbcrochelle.Pastor: Rev. Angelo Bonacquisti. Sunday
worship services: 8:30 am, 11:15 am and 6:00 pm. Sunday school: 10:00 am.
Wed be honored to have you join us as we worship JESUS and continue to
grow in truth and love for God and each other. A nursery, children’s church,
youth group and small groups are available. If you need a ride please contact
our church bus driver, John, at (815) 262-4275 by 8:30 am on Sunday. “For if
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that

God raised him from the dead, you will be saved” Romans 10:9

First Presbyterian Church - An Amazing Place for Amazing Grace- Rev.
Email: info@
placeforgrace.com. Sunday morning worship 9:00am and 10:30am. In person or

Doug Forsberg, Senior Pastor. 1100 Calvin Road, Rochelle.

streamed online. On our Website and Facebook Live. www.placeforgrace.com/
www.facebook.com/placeforgrace

Grace Fellowship Church — Pastor Jeftf Ardissone, 2128 Il Route 38, Ashton,
815-453-7464. Sunday School 8:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 9:45 a.m.
www.graceisforyou.com

Harvest Baptist Church 241 Scott Ave. (Hillcrest). Rev. Duane Boehm, pastor.
Email duane712@hotmail.com, cell 815-757-3427. Visit us on Facebook!
Service times: Sunday morning worship with Children’s Church at 10 am.
Wednesday night worship at 7 pm.

Immanuel Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 16060 E. Lindenwood Road,
Lindenwood, IL 61049. Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock. Church Phone 393-
4500. Church Worship 9:00 a.m. Sunday School Christian Education Hour at
10:30 a.m.

Living Water Community Church 405 N. Main St, Downtown Rochelle. Phone
815-561-6249, Website: www.lwccer.com, Like us on Facebook. We are Non-
Denominational, Christ Centered, Casual dress, Christ Centered Live Band
Worship. Mike Vogeler - Outreach and Seven C’s Pastor, Chris Bender- Teaching
Pastor and Doug Bunger - Missions and Children’s Pastor. Sunday Worship
Service- 10:00am. Nursery/Toddlers Ages 0-5 available during the service in the
Splash building. Swim- Grades 1st-5th worship with the adults then break out for
age appropriate teaching. Youth groups, Small groups, Life Groups and Workshops
meet throughout the year for Bible teaching. 7C’s Mission- serves the community
physically & spiritually each month from 1135 Lincoln Hwy, providing lightly used
clothing, Hygiene items, a light lunch and Elder Prayer open the second Saturday
%)m 10am-2pm and the 4th Thursday from 4pm to 7:00pm and by appointment..

New Hope Fellowship (Church of God - Anderson, IN), 1501 10th Ave.,
Rochelle, IL 61068. Service: Sunday at 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m., (815)561-8400, www.
NHEFEchurch.net Pastor: Dan Sergeant and Pastor Nick Tornabene. (Classes
for children through age fifth grade during service.)

Rochelle United Methodist Church welcomes everyone to their worship
service, and practices openness for all activities including communion.
Worship is at 9:00 am. Sunday school for children begins around 9:15,
following the Children’s Time in worship. A fellowship time with food and
space for conversation occurs in Hicks Hall every week following the worship
service. We celebrate communion with an open table on the first Sunday of
every month, and on other appropriate occasions. Youth group is on Sunday
evenings from 5:30-7:30. Our youth program includes service projects,
discussion topics, Bible Study, and lots of fun and fellowship together. Some
of our activities include packing meals at Feed My Starving Children, helping
at Rochelle Christian Food Pantry and 7C’s, working with animals at Barn on
Baseline, Mystery trips (Destination Unknown!), and Interactive experiences
on Dating boundaries, refugees, and homelessness. Youth group is for grades
6-12 and friends are always welcome. Recorded services are available on our
YouTube channel and our website at www.rochelleumc.com. Our services are
on the radio (93.5 FM) on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am. Our Facebook page
is www.facebook.com/rochelleumc. Our pastor is the Rev. Dr. Katherine
Thomas Paisley. Our address is 709 Fourth Ave. (815) 562-2164. Email is
admin@rochelleumc.com. At Rochelle United Methodist Church, everyone is
welcome and loved!

St. John’s Lutheran Church, 126 E. South Street, Creston. Phone 815-384-
3720, Email: StJohnsLutheran@aol.com, members of NALC/LCMC. Worship
is led by Pastor Terese Whitten 231-878-4150. St. John’s Lutheran Church is
a part of God’s Family, planting hope, nurturing faith, and harvesting love.
Fellowship time begins at 10:00 followed by worship at 10:45. Sunday school is
conducted during worship service except during the summer.

St. Patrick Catholic Church Rev. Jesus Dominguez; Deacon Fermin Garcia;
Deacon George Schramm; 244 Kelley Dr. (Corner of Kelley & Caron Rd.),
PO Box 329, Rochelle, IL 61068. Office Hours: 9:00 AM- 4PM Monday-
Thursday, Phone: 815-562-2370. Mass times: 8:00 AM Monday-Thursday,
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM English, 7PM Spanish, Sunday Mass 7:30
AM, 9:00 AM in English and 11:00 AM in Spanish. Confessions: Monday
8:30AM & 6:30PM, Tuesday 8:30AM, Saturday 8:30am & 4:00-4:45 PM Or
by appointment. Religious Education: Deacon George Schramm, Director
of Religious Education. 903 Caron Road, Rochelle, IL 61068, 815-561-0079;
Website: stpatricksrochelle.com

Email: stpatrick-rochelle@rockforddiocese.org
Facebook.com/StPatrickRochelle

St. Paul Lutheran Church “Building Relationships in Christ, Now and
Forever!” Steven Hall, Principal, Parish Nurse-Marcia Schnorr. 1415 Tenth
Ave., Rochelle. Church Office-562-2744. Worship times: 6:00 p.m. Saturday;,
9:00 a.m. Sunday. Our service is broadcast over WRHL 1060AM at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday. Sunday School 10:15-11:15 a.m. Call 562-6323 for more information
about the school.

.I.
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Ron Kern: A look at government farm programs

HOUGHT the
last number I
heard was the

U.S. had a $32 trillion
debt. What’s a trillion?
Just a crooked number
with 12 zeroes behind
it. ’'m sure we all have
betterideas onhow Uncle
Sam can spend or save
our money, and yes, I did
say our money; seeing as
the only source ofincome
from the government
is us.

Now I’ve heard grum-
bling at times from folks
about government farm
programs and subsidies.
Lest we forget the gov-
ernment subsidizes all
kinds of things including
your mortgage. So, I
guess we all get a little.

But let’s look at gov-
ernment farm programs,
particularly crop insur-
ance, and understand
where our money goes
and why.

Given historically
slim, and often negative,
profit margins, farmers
are often reliant on lines
of credit borrowed from
financial institutions at
the cost of interest. When
all or nearly all of a crop
is lost, farmers, who
don’t have significant
cash reserves to begin
with, risk defaulting on
their loans and losing
their farm. Without some
form of risk management
protection in place, the
liability of farming be-
comes impossible to
maintain. Crop insurance
is not merely a safety
net but a lifeline for
farm businesses and the
rural communities they
support.

The Federal Crop In-
surance Program (FCIP)
is authorized by the Agri-
cultural Adjustment Act
of 1938 and the Federal
Crop Insurance Act of
1980 and operates as
a public-private part-
nership. Through farm
bills and appropriations,
Congress makes changes
to the program, expands
coverage and directs re-
search. USDA, through
the Risk Management

Agency (RMA) and the
Federal Crop Insurance
Corporation (FCIC),
supports aportion of pre-
miums needed for farm-
ers to acquire insurance
plans and compensates
Approved Insurance Pro-
viders for the cost of
administering and deliv-
ering those plans.

In February 2024, the
Congressional Budget
Office (CBO) project-
ed that crop insurance
expenses from 2024 to
2034 would total $124
billion, accounting for
approximately one-tenth
of 1% of total projected
federal spending. To put
this in perspective, CBO
projects spending on in-
terest to service public
debt at $12.44 trillion
during this same period,
over 100 times larger
than the cost of deliv-
ering and administering
crop insurance. The en-
tire farm bill, including
the Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program
(SNAP), plus non-farm
bill nutrition programs
represent only 2.09% of
the total federal budget.
Just2% of federal spend-
ing directly supports es-
sential farm and nutrition
programs crucial for food
security, farm economic
sustainability, conserva-
tion and natural resource
preservation efforts.

At its core, crop in-
surance is the farm bill
program thatkeeps farm-
ers farming year-to-year,
maintaining a supply
of domestically grown
agricultural products to
feed and fuel consumers
at home and abroad. So,
how much would, or
should, a taxpayer pay
for this service?

By statute, crop insur-
ance must be actuarily
sound: over time, every
dollar paid out in in-
demnities should match
every dollar collected
in premiums. Plus, pre-
miums are adjusted as
risk conditions change,
similar to a driver’s pol-
icy if they were in a car
accident or accumulated

several speeding tickets.
These requirements and
conditions keep program
costs in check.

Consider a home in-
surance example: If you
live on the coastline
in the hurricane-prone
Southeast, you likely
pay more for your home-
owners’ insurance than
someone who lives in
the less hurricane-prone
Northeast. In this case,
premiums, the cost ofthe
policy, are set in terms of
risk exposure. The busi-
ness of growing crops
is, comparatively, riskier
than owning a home.
Conditions like freezes
and heavy rainsrarely de-
stroy homes and cars but
can eliminate millions
of acres of agricultural
production, thus
business revenue,
in mere hours.
Crop insurance
offers protection
for farm business-
es from events
completely out
of their control.
The cost of the
premium is shared
across the food
system because the cost
of the policy, due to
the high-risk nature of
farming, would be too
high for farmers to make
ends meet from year-to-
year. This would make
crop insurance products
financially unattainable
for farmers without gov-
ernment support. The
premium support keeps
the insurance costs from
being too high for farm-
ers to make ends meet
even during good years.
Premium discounts au-
thorized by the farm bill
exist to both protect the
domestic food system
and sustain farmer en-
rollment.

Premium discounts
are set by Congress and
are permanent until Con-
gress changes them. Dis-
count rates decrease as
coverage levels increase
and the corresponding
deductible chosen by
the farmer decreases.
This deductible can be

anywhere from zero to a
couple of thousand dol-
lars. Even at the highest
levels of crop insurance
coverage, individual crop
insurance plans pay a
maximum of 85% of
the expected value of
the crop. This means
15% of the liability of a
farmer’s crop is lost as
a deductible, which can
equal tens of thousands
of dollars even for the
most expensive policy.
Yet farmers still purchase
at that level because it’s
so essential to their risk
management.

For most farmers,
selected coverage levels
are closer to the 70%
range, meaning farmers
must experience a 30%
decline in actual reve-
nue before crop
insurance comes
into play. For ex-
ample, anaverage
corn farmer must
face over $204 in
lost revenue per
acre before crop
insurance would
trigger, a bit more
than 31% of the
total value of the
crop. To put things in
perspective, in 2023,
the cost to grow and
harvest an acre of corn
in I1linois (excluding any
cash rent) was at $812.
For a 350-acre farm this
means the same farmer
would have to face over
$70,000 inrevenue losses
before crop insurance is
triggered, an area of land
that easily could cost
$284,000 to farm.

There are quite a few
reasons indemnities
have increased. In recent
years, market conditions
have driven up the prices
of many crops. When the
program insures farmers’
crops at these higher
market-driven prices,
it naturally results in
higher payouts in the
event of crop losses or a
decline in revenue. Ele-
vated commodity prices
between 2011-2012 and
2021-2022 have led to
higher insured liabilities
and associated indemnity

payments compared to
periods of lower prices
in between.

Moreover, the FCIP
has expanded its offer-
ings significantly over
the past two decades.
From 2000 to 2023 the
number of policies sold
has increased from 1.94
million to 2.34 million,
and insured acreage has
correspondingly swelled
from 206 million to 539
million acres. More cov-
erage options for more
crops incentivizes more
enrollment, leading to
higher overall insured li-
abilities and correspond-
ing indemnities. Between
2000 and 2023, liabilities
have increased from $34
billion to $181 billion.
Of note, this time period
also saw an increase in
farmer-paid premiums
from $1.59 billion to
$6.78 billion. Broader
participation from more
farms in more locations
that grow different crops
and are of different sizes
balances the overall risk
pool and contributes sig-
nificantly to the stability
of the crop insurance
program.

Importantly, the per-
centage of liabilities in-
demnified reveals wheth-
er losses are becoming
increasingly larger. Be-
tween 2000 and 2023, an
average of 8% of liabili-
ties were indemnified un-
der crop insurance with
no upward trend in losses
present. An indemnifica-
tion rate of 8% was even
common between 2000-
2011 and 2012-2023,
showing that as the pro-
gram grew, payouts did
not become proportion-
ally higher. Indemnified
liabilities peaked in 2012
at 15% during a massive
drought. Rains in 2019
caused over 20 million
acres of prevented plant-
ing, pushing indemnified
liabilities up to 10%. In
2022 extreme drought
pressured plans again
with 11% of liabilities
indemnified. Compara-
tively low losses in other
years offsets years with

major weather disasters.
AsofMay2024,2023 in-
demnified liabilities were
nine percent. As crop in-
surance options continue
to become more widely
available, participation
will increase, which also
leads to a higher likeli-
hood of more indemnities
triggered when a severe
event occurs.

Crop insurance, along-
side Title I and standing
disaster programs, stands
as a cornerstone of ag-
riculture’s resilience,
providing a vital safety
net for nearly 370,000
farmers amid weath-
er, pests and market
fluctuations. Despite its
critical value to farmers
and ranchers, it faces
significant criticism.
The reality is that crop
insurance is an actuari-
ally sound government
program that represents a
small fraction of federal
spending. It is a pub-
lic-private partnership
that works to secure the
nation’s food supply and
support farmer sustain-
ability in a way that is
not entirely dependent
on taxpayer funding, but
instead spreads the risk
of the program among
farmers, private sector
crop insurance compa-
nies and taxpayers. Crop
insurance not only aids
individual farmers in
weathering the inherent
risks of their profession
but does so at a low per
capita cost to each and
every consumer.

As the U.S. navigates
anincreasingly uncertain
future, improving and
enhancing crop insur-
ance through passage
of a new five-year farm
bill is essential for safe-
guarding the livelihoods
of farmers, the stability
of rural economies and
the reliability of our food
system.

“lamnot a pig farmer.
Thepigs had a great time,
but I didn’t make any
money.” -Willie Nelson

Ron Kern is the man-
ager of the Ogle County
Farm Bureau.

How to contact
government
officials

USS. Con. Darin
LaHood

1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C.
20515

(202) 225-6201

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

Have a letter you want
to submit to us? Send
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Rochelle City Council

* Denotes Chairman/President

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

*John Bearrows jbearrows@rochelleil.us *Richard Rhoads
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org Pam Pittman

Bil Hayes bhayes@rochelleil.us John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org Dan Potter
Rosaclia Arteaga rarteaga@rochelleil.us Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org Tim Ball

Dan McDermott dmcdermott@rochelleil.us *Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org Jose Huerta

Tom McDermott tmcdermott@rochelleil.us Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org Eileen Braski
Benjamin Valdivieso bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org Joe Thompson

Rochelle Elementary School Board
tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net

*Trisha Vaughn

Dave Casey dcasey@d231.rochelle.net Austin Gillis
Steve Builta sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net Dan Miller
Ashley Jackson ajackson@d231.rochelle.net Joseph Simms

Stephanie White
Javier Zepeda
Jennifer Thompson

swhite@d231.rochelle.net
jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Kristi Gonzales

Ogle County Board Dist. 3

Ogle County Board Dist. 4

Jackie Ramsey

kgonzales@rochelleparkdistrict.org

agillis@oglecounty.org
dmiller@oglecounty.org
jsimms@oglecounty.org

jramsey@oglecounty.org

Flagg Township
Sue Messer

Joanna Patrick

Scott Seebach

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle

Susan Rothenberger

Hillcrest Village Board

rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
ppittman@hillcrestil.us
dpotter@hillcrestil.us
tball@hillcrestil.us
jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
ebraski@hillcrestil.us
jthompson@hillcrestil.us

flaggtwp@rochelle.net
flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
assessor@rochelle.net
scottseebach@gmail.com

noggle62@gmail.com

Skip Kenney skenney@oglecounty.org Eric Gruben egruben@comcast.net
Rochelle Township High School Board David Williams dwilliams@oglecounty.org Susan Hager susanhager303@comcast.net
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org Jim Kenney jimk@rocketsupply.com
Bill Ravnaas bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org Creston Village Board
Jeff Tilton jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org *Tom Byro tommyb_47@yahoo.com Flagg-Rochelle Library
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org Greg Hopkins ghopkins522@comcast.net Jaqueline Dickow dickow(@comcast.net
Brent Ohlinger brent.ohlinger@rthsd212.org Steve Katzman skatzman@essex1.com *Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Laurie Pillen laurie.pillen@rthsd212.org Mike Kerns ac.kerns@comcast.net Kelly Johnson kellyjohnson0927@yahoo.com
Joel Thompson joel.thompson@rthsd212.org Curt Ward caward92@comcast.net Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Reid Elliot Susan Sevedge nitlprl22@yahoo.com

Jennifer Payton

Darci Waltrip

doobs12@comcast.net

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages
responsible letters to the editor on
subjects of interest to our readers.

Editing may be necessary for space,
clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel,
but ideas will not be altered. All letters
must bear the handwritten signature
of the writer and include address and
phone number or e-mail address for
verification purposes. Neither the
street address nor phone number
will be printed. Letters should be

typed or legibly handwritten, and no
anonymous letters will be published.
Any letters from boards or organizations
must include at least one name of
an individual. Any criticism of public
officials should be limited to issues
related strictly to their position or
actions made in office, as personal
attacks will not be published. Letters
involving private disputes between
the writer and a business will not be
published. Political endorsements will

be published, however letters from
candidates endorsing themselves will
not be printed. Letters may be dropped
at the News-Leader office (211 IL Route
38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (PO.
Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed
(news@rochellenews-leader.com.)
The News-Leader reserves the right to
edit or reject any letter to the editor
for any reason, and letters chosen for
publication do not necessarily reflect
the views of this newspaper.
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Lincoln Manor donates sleeping mats to RPD for homeles

Residents of Lincoln Manor recently made a donation of sleeping mats to the Rochelle Police Department for
the homeless. In recent months, Lincoln Manor residents have been making the mats out of plastic bags and
donating them to area organizations that assist the homeless. Those with plastic bags in the community can
drop them off at Lincoln Manor to aid in the project.

Book signing event at Flagg Township Museum is Aug. 4

ROCHELLE — The
Flagg Township Museum at
5184%Ave. inRochelle will
be hosting a book signing
event Sunday, Aug. 4 from
1-2 p.m. with Tom McDer-
mott, Museum historian
and author of “STORIES:
Glimpses into the history
of the Rochelle area and its
residents”.

The book, which went

on sale recently, contains
52 stories of Rochelle his-
tory. Itis now available for
purchase for $20 at the mu-
seum. It can be purchased
online and shipped for $25
by visiting flaggtownship-
museumrochelle.org/home
and using the DONATE
button on the home page.
All proceeds from the
book will go towards the

museum.

In2021,McDermottbe-
gan writing history-based
stories for the Rochelle
News-Leader’s opinion
page. After his amount
of stories completed and
published began to number
in the dozens, he began to
consider publishing a col-
lection of them in a book
after the urging of Museum

Director Jan Devore.

Storiesinthe book range
chronicle military heroes
with connections to Ro-
chelle, the first settlers of
Rochelle, the history of
employers like Del Monte
and Caron Spinning, the
evolution of Rochelle’s
school system, and various
stories on historic buildings
in the city.

Rochelle Community Hospital donates back to community sports

ROCHELLE—Exarlier
in June, Rochelle Commu-
nity Hospital held four sep-
arate sports physical clinics
performed this season by
Harrison Swalla, MPAS,
PA-C; and Carter Gallick,
PA-C, ATC of XCEL Or-
thopedics for student ath-
letes ages high school and
younger. In providing this

service to the community,
RCH chargedasmall fee for
each individual athlete; and
in turn donated 100 percent
of those proceeds back to
the respective program of
which each athlete was
affiliated.

RCH shares the break-
downofwhateach program
in the community received

in donations:

St.Paul Lutheran School
- $105. Rochelle Township
High School - $1,295.
Amboy High School - $35.
Rochelle Middle School -
$35.Rochelle Junior Tackle
- $630. Rochelle Wrestling
Club - $70. Creston Grade
School - $35. Holy Cross
Mendota - $35. Oregon

High School-$35. All total-
ingto$2,275 indonationsto
adolescent sports programs
in the area.

RCH may provide all
other physicals with a
scheduled appointment
with yourprimary provider.
For more information, visit
ourwebsitewww.Rochelle-
Hospital.com.

$20
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July 2 - Marshall Basler, Rochelle, $25
July 3 - Max Etheridge, Rochelle, $25
July 4 - William Fawkes, Sterling, $1,000
July 5 - Griffin Gabriel, Rochelle, $25

July 6 - Charlie and Jennifer True, Rochelle, $25
July 7 - Jill Schwartz, Rochelle, $50

July 8 - Maplehurst Farms, Rochelle, $25

July 9 - Jim and Lori Nalley, Rochelle, $25
July 10 - Bill Saunders, Polo, $25

July 11 - Mack Llanas, Rochelle, $25

July 12 - From the Heart, $25

July 13 - James Stuckey, Rochelle, $25

July 14 - Focus House, $50

July 15 - Carter McMorris, Princeton, $25
July 16 - From the Heart, $25

July 17 - Ben Heck, Chana, $25

July 18 - From the Heart, $25

July 19 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

July 20 - From the Heart, $25

July 21 - Yazmin Nambo, Rochelle, $50
July 22 - Robert Danekas, Rochelle, $25
July 23 - Michelle Knight, Rochelle, $25
July 24 - Lars Larsen, Rochelle, $25

July 25 - From the Heart, $25

July 26 - RACF, $25
July 27 - Steve Hall, Rochelle, $25

July 28 - Tracy and Nate Kessen, Sugar Grove, $50

= - - - - — — === QUEENFORTHE CAUSE
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== = July 30 = DRAWINGS THURSDAYS 7 P.M. @ LUNA
— SESIES e _— CURRENT WEEKLY PRIZE: $250

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

CURRENT JACKPOT: $7,300
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(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

The business Clearly Exteriors, owned by Michael and Liz Williams, will celebrate its seventh anniversary in August and offers residential and commercial pressure
washing. Rochelle is the Williams’ hometown and the family recently moved back to The Hub City after living north of town in Ogle County for about 10 years.

CEREMONY: Ribbon cutting held for Clearly Exteriors on Thursday

From page 1

Rochelle Mayor John
Bearrows spoke at the
event as well and said
he’s excited to watch
Clearly Exteriors grow
in Rochelle.

“Normally we cut

a ribbon in front of
a building,” Bearrows
said. “This is your mo-
bile building that you
work from. We’re very
pleased that you became
a part of the chamber.
The chamber provides
a lot of things. My hope

as mayor is to welcome
youto Rochelleasaplace
that you’re going to do
business. My second
hope is that your business
grows and expands here
in town. Thank you for
being here and being a
part of Rochelle.”

Michael Williams said
he and his wife have plans
for a separate motorcycle
repair business in Ro-
chelle in the near future
after seeing an unserved
market following the
recentclosure of the Har-
ley-Davidson dealership

in DeKalb and a lack of
businesses like it in the
area.

“People are having a
very tough time repair-
ing and keeping up with
maintenance on their
motorcycles,” Williams
said. “It’s easy to find a

place for a car, butitisn’t
for motorcycle owners.
That’s amarket thatneeds
to be addressed and we
feel like we can get into
that and do big things.
We’re hoping for some-
time in 2025 and we’re
working on a location.”

RPD

From page 1

Fiegenschuh said the
project will be complet-
ed within the next six
months. In recent years
the city has evaluated
building locations for
each of its departments
including Rochelle Mu-
nicipal Utilities. The
RPD locker room work
represents a long-term
investment in City Hall
being the police depart-
ment’s home.

The city council has
expressed adesire to have
most ofthe city’s services
in the downtown area in-
cluding City Hall, RPD,
the Rochelle Fire Depart-
ment and RMU utility
billing, Fiegenschuh said.

“City Hall is an older
building and we’ve made
major improvements to
our HVAC and boiler sys-
tem here,” Fiegenschuh
said. “It will be home for
RPD long term and for all
of us here in City Hall.
We may look at moving
things around in City Hall
to free up more space for
RPD, which is the major

reason people come here
and it takes up most ofthe
space. [ want to make sure
they have additional space
if they need it. I think this
location is important.”
WIth a large number
of recent retirements and
new hires and a shortage
of police officers in the
hiring pool, Fiegenschuh
stressed the importance
of having up-to-date fa-
cilities and diversity inall
city departments to aid in
hiring and future work.
Rochelle Fire has also
seen recent hiring efforts
as it expanded its depart-
ment in the past year. The
fire station has also been
the site of dorm improve-
ments for more privacy
in bunks and an expan-
sion of shower facilities.
Firefighters are another
hiring pool that has gotten
smaller in recent years.
“We want to diversify
all of our departments,”
Fiegenschuh said. “Our
public safety adminis-
tration agrees with that.
You have to start going to
where people are to hire
them and diversify your

City to improve locker room fa(:111t1es for pohce department

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

The RPD locker room is located in the basement of City Hall and improvements will include hot showers, male
and female changing facilities, locker room updates and work on the firing range. Renovation of the area has
not been done since RPD moved into the facility. The facility’s current state doesn’t have hot water for showers
or a dedicated area for female officers.

departments. You have
to tailor your message to

CENTRAL
ILLINOIS
LOAN

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto - Home Improvement
Jami Hackman ¢ Tonia Holland

815561 4035/

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle
All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

Vacation

them. I think it’s always
important to diversify.

We’re seeing more fe-
male police officers and

Stillman Va“cy Nurscry

9979 N. Kishwaukee Road

Stillman Va”cy, llinois 61084

(815) 645-8113

Premium Hardwood * Designer Colored Mulches
Pulverised Dirt « Mushroom Compost * Straw Bales

Delivery Available

08032020

we’d like to have more
female firefighters. It’s a
great profession in public
service. We have amaz-
ing team members and
we want to retain them.
And as they move on,
we want to replace them
with talented people. Part
of that is having a police
department where the fa-
cilities are up to date and
having a fire department
with updated dorms.”

Join Us to
Wm %@ LL/@ &f
Dennis /3@1"

Sunday, July 28th
1-4pm at |

531S. 7th St.
Rochelle, IL 61068
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Rochelle Township High School baseball team hosts annual youth summer camp from July 17-19

The Rochelle Township High School baseball program held its annual youth summer camp for sixth-graders through incoming freshmen from July 17-19 at the RTHS
softball diamonds. Players working on fundamental skills including hitting, catching, throwing, fielding, pitching, baserunning and teamwork. Players who attended
the camp working alongside current RTHS coaches and student-athletes. It’s the first summer that Rochelle has offered its summer baseball camp.

( *Plumbing Heati

Need to get the word out about a

product«- or service you offer? -~

G:ve us a call at 815 561-2153
We can reach over 9 000 homes’

e T v y L
e ] N e ‘:."__ - %k )
> {8 e ey

What Service
Do You Offer?

562-4171

The Rochelle News-Leader

STl S

- { ROOFING

| conTACT US

. tes!
THEISEN frec Extine'®”

ROOFING
SIDING
GUTTERS

Family owned & operated 45
for over 50 years

ANDERSON

{ PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Plumbing, Heating & Gooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners,

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters,

Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

‘w

621 First Ave., Rochelle |

(81 5) 562-8764

Lic# 055-013999

1 Expires: 08131

Heating & Air Conditioning
HULL

HVAC & Household Services

Boilers
Water Heaters

Furnaces -  Air Conditioners -
Duct Cleaning -

..................................

Air Conditioner
Clean & Check

$45.00

After $35 rebate.

Ask about duct cleaning
and
antimicrobial fogging.

815-561-6551

! www.HullHVAC.com

Promotion enly nvailable to RMU customers. :

_; Recipient of the 2020 BBB Complaint Free Award.

R

Structures

« Stock & Custom Design
« Many Options Available

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds

« Competitive Pricing
« Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

P

\ 4 Stomge ShEdS - Advertise Here :

Concrete

FREE
ESTIMATES!

Bruns

Constrneltion, Inc.

* Residential &
Commercial Concrete
* Additions

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

815-561-0099

Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

- ¥ S .
24

Do You Offer?
815-561-2153

Call Christel to be included on
our Service Directory.
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LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS,
CIRCUIT COURT,
OGLE COUNTY
Request of Sofia Chris-

tine Berg

Case Number 2024 MR
23

Filed June 13, 2024
There will be a court
date on my Request to
change my name from
Sofia Christine Berg to
the new name of Sofia
Christine Capasso

The court date will be
held on August 7, 2024
at 9:00 am. at 106
5th St., Oregon, Ogle
County, in Courtroom
#304.

No. 0713

(July 14, 21 and 28,
2024)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given
by the Executive Board
of the Ogle County Ed-
ucational Cooperative,
SEJA/801, Joint Agree-
ment, in the County of
Ogle, State of lllinois,
that the tentative bud-
get for the fiscal year
beginning July 1, 2024,
is on file and conve-
niently available to pub-
lic inspection at 417 N.
Colfax Street, Byron, II-
linois, within the bound-
aries of this Joint Agree-
ment. Notice is further
given that a public hear-
ing on said budget will
be held at 6:00 p.m. on
August 15, 2024 at the
Ogle County Education-
al Cooperative office
building located at the
above address, within
the boundaries of this
Joint Agreement. By
the Executive Board of
the Ogle County Educa-
tional Cooperative, Dis-
trict SEJA/801, in the
County of Ogle, State of
lllinois.

No. 0725
(July 29, 2024 OCL)
(July 28, 2024 RNL)

NOTICE
A Mini Storage, LLC,
A storage facility locat-
ed at 117 Quarry Road
Rochelle, IL hereby
announces that the
possessions of the fol-
lowing lessees will be
disposed of by means
of auction on August
16th, 2024, at 9:00 AM.
Disposal of personal
property shall conform
to the terms of the cer-
tified notice previously
mailed to the lessee.
The contents of the
units can be previewed
immediately prior to the
sale. The preview and
sale will take place at
each individual unit list-
ed below; in the order
they appear.
Unit#16 Sylver John-
son: Bags, Mattress,
Christmas tree, Box
with shoes.
Unit#120 Christopher C
Hansen: Mattress, wag-
on, home goods, hel-
mets, game chair, sofa
chair, Sofa, bed, table,
car toys, speakers,
Unit#77 John Douglas:
Boxes, pool stuff, old
TV,
Unit# 243 Nicholas
James Cocanig: Floor
material, bike, TV, tools
No. 0729
(July 28 and Aug. 5,
2024)

Classified

101
LEGAL NOTICE

This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate all ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all  ads, especially
those asking for money
in advance.”

113
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies that do
business by phone can’t
ask you to pay for credit
before you get it. For
more information, call

toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from your

hometown newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

119
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising.  Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially
those asking for money
in advance.”

201

DOMESTIC/CHILD

CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL,
unless licensed or

holding a permit as a
childcare facility, may
cause to be published
any advertisement
soliciting a child care
service. A childcare
facility that is licensed
or operating under a
permit issued by the
lllinois Department of
Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed
or issued a permit.
Your Hometown
Newspaper strongly
urges any parent or
guardian to verify
the validity of the
license of any facility
before placing a
child in its care.

301
ANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: |
pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin
& iron toys, sterling
silver, decoys. If it’s
antique, I'm interested
in looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or email
dickharms@hotmail.
com

307

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

¥20¢¢190

New, Used,

Refrigerators
Freezers
Washers/Dryers
Stoves

Air Conditioners
Dehumidifiers

New Mllford::.-
REfI‘IQEI‘atIOII

6331 11th Street | Rockf

Scratch & Dent

815-262-3900

carry a lal"ge
selection of
refurblshed
appliances
with a

Warranty. A

HILLCREST -

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper
-$3 per Bundle. End
Roll- Cost Depends
on Weight of Roll.
Available Monday-
Friday 815-562-4171
(8BAM-NOON ONLY)
Rochelle News Leader.

SPLIT Firewood For
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised herein is
subject to the Federal
Fair Housing  Act,
which makes it illegal
to advertise any
preference, limitation
or discrimination based
on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or national
origin, or intention
to make any such
preferences, limitation
or discrimination. We
will  not  knowingly
accept any advertising
for real estate which is
in violation of the law.
All persons are hereby
informed that dwellings
advertised are available
on an equal opportunity
basis.

305
GARAGE SALES

Rummage Sale (Franklin Grove)

Presbyterian Church Basement
106 S. Walnut
Aug 2nd & 3rd
Fri 8AM to 4PM | Sat 8AM to at least 1PM
Men’s and Women’s Clothing (4+ racks of Name
Brands, many with tags), sandals, jewelery,
household items, small appliances, furniture,
books, puzzles, fall decor, lots more.

During all town rummage sales!

315
WANTED TO BUY

WANTED: RECORDS
33’s, 45's and 78's
Rock, Blues, Jazz, Country,

Funk, Punk
(We will look at Anything!)

Contact Scott:
815-847-0382

PIA #81

103
AUCTIONS

VIRTUAL ONLINE

STEPHENSON COUNTY, IL

) LAND AUCTION

W | )
#1 | SCAN FOR MORE
{4 | INFORMATION

Trad 1 is Iocated approx 85 mies southeast of Freeport L with access along E Kelley
Rd. and is further described as being located in Section 16, T26N - R9E, Ridott Town-
ship, Stephenson County, IL.
Tracts 2 & 3 are located approx. 8.75 miles southeast of Freeport, IL south of Highway
20along S Holland Church Rd. (hard surface) and is further described as being located
in Section 9 & 10, T26N - R9E, Ridott Township, Stephenson County, IL.
Tract 4 is located approx. 8.6 miles east of Freeport, IL north of Highway 20 along S
Holland Church Rd. (hard surface) and is further described as being located in Section
3,T26N - RIE, Ridott Township, Stephenson County, IL.

These tracts represent high quality tillable farmland.

A great opportunity for farmers and investors.

LAVON I. WILHELMS ESTATE

Representing Attorney: David D. Shockey, ESQ.
Attorneys & Counselors at Law | (815) 235-2507
208 West Stephenson Street, Suite 101 Freeport, IL 61032
Auction Managers: Isaac Taber (309) 335-8081
&Brandt Henness (309) 224-4276

SULLIVAN
AUCTIONEERS

) aBiglroncompany

Biglron

(844) 847-2161 | www.SullivanAuctioneers.com

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad

UZZED DRIVING

IS DRUNK DRIVING

(@[ &[4

NHTSA

GET D011

WITH YOUR BLOOD PRESSURE

American
Heart
Assaciation,

Or scan code
for more.

ces and Senvices
PIMP211228
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Ordering Online is
easy when you use
our QR Code!

We are Proud to Support
% the Rochelle Hubs!
815.562.7300

(B v Delivery & Curbside PickUp &

1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL - vincespizzainrochelle.com [ ]

Hello,
neighbor!

Huber Ins and Fin Sves Inc Please stop by and say, “Hil”
Shane B Huber, Agent Imlooking forward to serving your needs forinsurance and
221E.ILRt.38 financialservices.
Rochelle, IL 61068 Like a I‘I?Ermd neighbor, State Farm is there.®
Bus: 815-562-7011 CALL METODAY.

o StateFarm-

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Local People Providing Local Service

) Rochelle
@ MUNICIPAL UTILITIES

Wateris\Waste\Water:
Electric’: i Communications

Phone: 815-562-4155
Fax: 815-562-5861

www.rmu.net

 CENTRAL
ILLINOIS
LOAN

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto - Home Improvement - Vacation
Jami Hackman e Tonia Holland

81575614035!

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle E
All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies. %

@ MORTON
BUILDINGS

Ifyou can dream it, we can build it.

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

WETERNNTL L.

Rochelle Sales Office * Hwy. 251 N. ¢ 877-613-3050

Rihelle

Community Hospital
Your Local Healthcare Resource.

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181
www.rochellehospital.com

-
MEYER

FURNITURE & FLOORING

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792
www.meyersfurniture.com

FREE
ESTIMATES!

Bruns "

Constroction, Inc.  Established 1897

* Residential
& Commercial
Concrete
¢ Additions

815-561-0099

Free Estimates * Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters,

D

621 First Ave., Rochelle
Lic# 055-013999 (81 5) 562-8784

The businesses featured on this page are

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by patronizing their businesses.

WE SUPPORT OUR HUBS!

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Hasz adapts to new role at
Eastern Illinois Universi

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

HETHER she was in the back
row, setting the ball or taking
big swings on the front line,

former Rochelle volleyball standout Sylvia
Hasz was a versatile weapon throughout her
three years with the Lady Hubs, all of which
resulted in Interstate 8 All-Conference First
Team recognition.

Hasz has carried her wide assortment of
skills with her to Eastern Illinois Univer-
sity, where she took on a new role during
her sophomore season with the Panthers.
Recruited as a setter, Hasz was deployed
sparingly as a freshman, making 21 appear-
ances while finishing with 92 assists and 12
service aces. Hasz took on a much larger
role as a sophomore, but rather than set-
ting the tone on offense, Hasz commanded
an important back-row role as a defensive
specialist.

Rather than backing down from the chal-
lenge, Hasz successfully adjusted to her
new position, compiling a career-best 119
digs and 34 service aces while adding 128
assists over 105 sets played. As a result of
her growth on defense, Hasz appeared in
31 matches for the Panthers, who finished
with a 28-5 overall record while winning
the Ohio Valley Conference regular season
and tournament championships in addition
to qualifying for the NCAA Tournament.

“I'wasn’tthe starting setter, butI was able
to come in and be the defensive specialist,”
Hasz said. “It was different from what [ had
done before, but [ was happy that I could go
in and do whatever I could for the team. I
played the back three rotations for the right
side, so I focused on giving good energy
and bringing confidence to the girls around
me so they could be comfortable. My serve
was what really helped me get things going
for the team.”

Hasz enjoyed a pair of breakout per-
formances during her sophomore season.
The former Lady Hub standout seized an
opportunity to set when the Panthers battled
Western Illinois on Nov. 16, dishing out a
career-high 69 assists, which ranks seventh-
most for any Eastern Illinois player in pro-
gram history, as the Panthers outlasted the
Leathernecks for a 3-2 victory.

“Playing at Rochelle taught me how to
be very versatile,” Hasz said. “I was a setter
with my club team, but I did everything at
Rochelle and I was able to find ways to add
to the team. That’s something that’s helped
me here because a lot of players stay at one
position, but playing multiple positions is a
really good opportunity to learn how to do
everything else.”

Hasz, who also notched a career-high
10 digs when the Panthers faced Linden-
wood on Oct. 13, will be one of a few key
contributors returning for the 2024 season
this coming fall. With several new players
recruited or arriving through the transfer
portal, Haszis looking to take on aleadership
role as she prepares for her first season with
the program as an upperclassman.

(PHOTO COURTESY OF EIU ATHLETICS)
Former Rochelle student-athlete Sylvia
Hasz set career-highs in digs, assists and
service aces during her sophomore
season at Eastern Illinois University.

“I felt that the presence I brought to the
courtwas whathelped ourteamas awhole,”
Hasz said. “I held my own on defense and
even though it’s not what I’'m best at, I felt
that [ was able to add value to what we had
outthere... [’'man upperclassman now and
we’re taking in a lot of new players since
we lost seven or eight players to graduation
or transferring out. It feels like we have a
whole new team and we’re working on
bonding and getting to know each other.
We’re looking to win the conference again
and makeitback tothe NCA Atournament.”

While her fall season was spent indoors,
Hasz returned to the sand for her second
year with the beach volleyball team during
the spring. The RTHS alum played nearly
all of her matches at the No. 1 court, which
typically features the top two players from
each team. Hasz played in all 18 beach
volleyball matches during the 2024 season,
recording three victories over that span.

Hasz, who’s currently majoring in mar-
keting, started 14 matches and earned four
wins during her freshman season in 2023,
splitting time at the No. 2 and No. 3 courts
for the Panthers.

“Beach volleyball improves our strategy
and competitiveness,” Hasz said. “Our
coaches can’t talk with us unless we’re in
a timeout, so it’s up to my partner and I to
talk through things and strategize. That’s
important to us because we pride ourselves
on being a player-led program and solving
problems ourselves. Those things carry over
to when we’re playing indoors.”

ANDERSON

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners,

Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

227 E. Rt 38 * Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706

www.rochellechiropractic.com

7\

Now Accepting New Patients!

Taste The TRADITION
Taste The DIFFERENCE

Dine-In « Carry Out » Home Delivery
1115 TURKINGTON TERRACE, ROCHELLE

815-562-3312

JOHNSON
TRACTOR

SALES - PARTS « SERVICE

200 Steward Road
800.262.1680

www.johnsontractor.com :

HUB-REMSEN

PRINT GROUP
101 Maple Ave ® Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 ® hub-remsen.com

@0 EUBSI
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“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945”

Berg-Johnson
A\ Electric

L&
.

Residential ¢ Commercial ¢ Industrial

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937

500 Cleveland Avenue

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

Busy Schedule?
Leave the cooking to us.

+ Large menu of foods

+ Rochelle’s famous chicken
by the dinner or bucket

«Hand dipped ice cream j»
(16 flavors) %

FXCOUNTRAGHOU

DRIVE-IN RESTAURANT §
251 N. ROCHELLE - 562-6039 i

Stillman

BANK

GO HUBS!

¥

Earning Your Trust Since 1882

%

uuuuu

www.stillmanbank.com

AL

600D LUCK HUBS
FROM YOUR FANS AT:

o RESIDENTIAL
o AGRICULTURAL
o COMMERCIAL

HAYDEN

REAL QESTATE
INC.

815-562-2111 * hre@haydenreinc.com

DOUBLE BUTTERBURGER
WITH CHEESE

FRESH, NEVER
FROZEN
MIDWEST
BEEF COOKED
AFTER YOU

Visit your local Culver’s restaurant:

Culver's of Rochelle
1060 Dement Road, Rochelle, IL
(815) 561-9720
culvers.com
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SPORTS

RTHS alum Sylvia Hasz adjusts to new
back-row role with EIU volleyball team.

See page 11 for more details

Rochelle Little League

11U All-Stars battle at state

Rochelle team finishes 1-2 at Ilhn01s L1ttle League tournament in Rlver Forest

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

RIVER FOREST —
Rochelle Little League’s
11U Baseball All-Stars
headed to River Forest for
the Illinois Little League
State Championship tour-
nament over the week-
end. Rochelle played two
games on Saturday and one
game on Sunday, finishing
1-2 inthe state tournament.

The team includes Ben-
nett Law, Bentley Etes,
Brantley Koenig, Brayson
Bouland, Brycen Wil-
liams, Devin Hansen,
Dominic Escatel, Grange
Kissack, Jimmy Chad-
wick, Landon Johnson,
Noah Hayden and Riley
Heal. The team is coached
by Tim Hayden, Scott Etes
and Adam Heal.

Clear Ridge

Rochelle’s state tourna-
ment run started with a
4-2 victory against Clear
Ridge on Saturday. Ben-
nett Law started on the
mound, throwing shutout
innings while striking out
four batters. Noah Hayden
and Grange Kissack each
followed with two innings
of relief while combining
fortwo strikeouts. Bentley
Etes went 1-for-2 with one
single and one RBI to lead
the offense.

Rochelle surged ahead
in the top of the second
inning, scoring four runs

to take a 4-0 lead over
Clear Ridge. Brycen Wil-
liams reached on an error
before crossing home plate
on apassed ball during the
next at-bat. Bentley Etes
delivered an RBI single to
center field, driving home
Landon Johnson before
Bennett Law scored to
record Rochelle’s fourth
and final run of the frame.

Clear Ridge inched
closer after slapping an
RBI single in the bottom
of the fourth inning and
adding one run on an error
inthe bottom ofthe fifth in-
ning. Clear Ridge opened
the bottom of the sixth in-
ning with two singles, but
adouble play and a popout
to second ended the threat.

Naperville

Rochelle finished Sat-
urday’s action with a 6-3
loss against Naperville
during the evening. Noah
Hayden went 1-for-2 with
two RBIs, while Dominic
Escatel and Bentley Etes
each struck out two bat-
ters. Escatel threw two and
two-thirds innings and Etes
tossed two and one-third
innings.

Naperville commanded
a 3-0 lead after scoring
three runs on two singles,
three walks and one field-
er’s choice grounder in the
bottom of the first inning.
Three walks and asacrifice
fly to center field allowed
Naperville to take a 4-0

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Rochelle Little League’s 11U Baseball All-Stars headed to River Forest for the lllinois Little League State
Championship tournament over the weekend. The team includes Bennett Law, Bentley Etes, Brantley Koenig,
Brayson Bouland, Brycen Williams, Devin Hansen, Dominic Escatel, Grange Kissack, Jimmy Chadwick, Landon
Johnson, Noah Hayden and Riley Heal. The team is coached by Tim Hayden, Scott Etes and Adam Heal.

lead in the bottom of the
second inning.

Rochelle rallied for
three runs in the top of the
fourth inning, scoring after
Noah Hayden’s two-run
single to center field drove
home Grange Kissack and
Bentley Etes. After Hayden
scored on a steal of home,
Brayson Bouland singled
to center to keep the in-
ning alive. But a strikeout
ended the scoring threat

for the 11U All-Stars,
who conceded two runs to
Naperville in the bottom
of'the fourth inning, where
back-to-back singles gave
Napervilleathree-runlead.

Robinson
Rochelle’s state tourna-
ment run concluded with
a 3-2 loss against Robin-
son on Sunday afternoon.
Brayson Bouland went
1-for-2 with an RBI and

started on the mound,
throwing three innings
with five strikeouts. Brant-
ley Koenig tossed two in-
nings and struck out two
batters.

Rochelletooka 1-0lead
inthe top of the firstinning,
where Brayson Bouland
belted an RBIsingleto cen-
ter field that drove home
Bentley Etes. Robinson
capitalized on two errors
and three walks in the bot-

tom of the second inning,
tallying two runs to jump
ahead 2-1. An RBI single
in the bottom of the third
inning allowed Robinson
tocommanda3-1lead over
Rochelle.

The 11U All-Stars bat-
tled back in the top of
the fourth inning, where
Grange Kissack scored on
asteal of home after draw-
ing a lead-off walk earlier
in the frame.

Rochelle Little League

10U Softball All-Stars bow out at state tournament
Rochelle plays three games at Ilhnms Little League event in Evergreen Park

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

EVERGREENPARK
—RochelleLittleLeague’s
10U Softball All-Stars
traveled to Evergreen
Park for the Illinois Little
League State Champion-
ship tournament over the
weekend. Rochelle played
two games on Saturday
and one game on Sunday,
finishing 0-3 in the state
tournament.

The team includes
Annalyce Harris, Brynn
Stinnett, Chloe Streit,
Gennelle Hernandez,
Grace Olson, Isabel Jack-
son, Izabella King, Kate
Keller, Lilyan Erickson,
Madelynn McRoberts,
Natalie Isley, Rose Elston,
Rosalina Bugarin and
Zoey Harris. The team is
coached by James Jack-
son, Shannon Bybee,
Rudy Nambo and Adam
Erickson.

Elmhurst

Rochelle’s state tourna-
ment began with a 14-0
loss against Elmhurst
on Saturday. Madelynn
McRoberts, Annalyce
Harris and Isabel Jackson
each threw one inning for
the 10U All-Stars, with
McRoberts and Harris
each striking out one bat-
ter. Brynn Stinnett drew

8-10 YEAR OLD

ILLINOIS

DISTRICT 19
CHAMPIONS

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Rochelle Little League’s 10U Softball All-Stars traveled to Evergreen Park for the lllinois Little League State Championship tournament
over the weekend. The team includes Annalyce Harris, Brynn Stinnett, Chloe Streit, Gennelle Hernandez, Grace Olson, Isabel Jackson,
Izabella King, Kate Keller, Lilyan Erickson, Madelynn McRoberts, Natalie Isley, Rose Elston, Rosalina Bugarin and Zoey Harris. The team is
coached by James Jackson, Shannon Bybee, Rudy Nambo and Adam Erickson.

one walk.

Rushville

Rochelle concluded Sat-
urday’s action with a 10-0
loss against Rushville. An-
nalyce Harris went 1-for-2
withasingle and two stolen
bases, while Natalie Isley
drew one walk and totaled
two stolen bases. Isley

pitched all four innings,
striking out 10 batters and
allowing just three hits.

Peru
Rochelle bowed out of
the state tournament with
a 13-3 loss against Peru on
Sunday. Natalie Isley went
1-for-2 with one triple,
while Annalyce Harris

stole two bases and both
Izabella King and Mad-
elynn McRoberts stole one
base. Isley struck out eight
batters over six innings
pitched.

Two walks and two
singles enabled Peru to
command a 2-0 lead in
the top of the first inning.
Rochelle answered in the

bottom of the first inning,
tying the score after Annal-
yce Harris and Madelynn
McRoberts each crossed
home plate on wild pitches.
Izabella King drew a lead-
oft walk before scoring on
awildpitchtoputRochelle
ahead 3-2 in the bottom of
the second inning.

Four singles ignited a

two-run rally for the Peru
side in the top of the third
inning. Peru extended its
lead in the top of the fourth
inning, scoring six runs
on five singles and three
walks. Leading 10-3, Peru
clinched its win with three
runs on two doubles and
two singles in the top of
the fifth inning.



