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Is it getting   inside 
your home or business?

Schedule a check-up for you cooling system today!!

WARMWARM

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

OREGON — Ogle 
County Sheriff Brian Van-
Vickle said July 9 that 
“things are starting to re-
turn to normal” for both his 
office and the Ogle Coun-
ty Emergency Response 
Team following the June 
12 shooting in Lost Nation 
that resulted in three ERT 
members and a barricaded 
subject being shot.

On the morning of June 
12, members of the Ogle 
County ERT responded to 
402 Wild Rice Lane in Lost 
Nation after a call from 
a parent regarding their 
adult son having suicidal 
and homicidal ideations. 
Information provided by 
the family member also 
indicated the suspect was 
armed with multiple fire-
arms and it was found his 
FOID card was revoked 
due to a clear and present 
danger report. Over 50 
calls were made to the 
residence by a hostage ne-
gotiator with no response 
seen.

“The information we 
got from the family mem-
ber was that this was very 
likely going to be suicide 
by cop-like situation,” 
VanVickle said June 12. 
“There was nobody else 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE —  The 
Vince Carney Community 
Theater will welcome Hu-
go’s Elvis Tribute Show to 
the Lincoln Arts Center at 
108 S. Main St. in Rochelle 
on Friday, July 19 at 7 
p.m. Limited tickets are 
still available and can be 
purchased online at http://
www.vcctrochelle.org/. 

The one-night show will 
feature Chicago-based El-
vis performer Hugo Colin, 
who pays tribute to every-
one’s favorite entertainer 
for the enjoyment of life-
long Elvis admirers and to 
introduce the music legend 
to a brand new generation 
of fans. VCCT Board 
Member Dianne Jenner 
saw Colin perform in the 
area recently and worked 
to bring him to Rochelle. 

“Attendees can expect 
great singing,” Colin said 
in an interview with the 
News-Leader. “That’s 
what I’m most proud of 
in my act. I’m 23 and 
I’ve listened to Elvis my 
whole life, probably 10s of 
thousands of times. I took 
years of voice lessons. I 

Sheriff describes healing process, mental health 
supports for deputies since Lost Nation incident
2 of 3 injured ERT members have returned to work

Ogle County Sheriff Brian VanVickle said July 9 that “things are starting to return 
to normal” for both his office and the Ogle County Emergency Response Team 
following the June 12 shooting in Lost Nation that resulted in three ERT members 
and a barricaded subject being shot.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

in the residence. The fam-
ily member that called 
was not at the residence. 
The suspect was in the 
residence by himself and 
we had that confirmed by 
the family member. We 
believed his intention was 
to harm police officers. 
That’s the information the 
family member told us.”

The Ogle County ERT 
then entered the residence 
and was immediately met 
with gunfire, before return-
ing fire and incapacitating 

Jonathon Gounaris, 32, 
of rural Dixon. In the ex-
change, Ogle County ERT 
Members Tyler Carls (Ro-
chelle Fire Department), 
Lt. Jason Ketter (Ogle 
County Sheriff’s Office) 
and Sgt. Tad Dominski 
(Oregon Police Depart-
ment) were hit.

Gounaris was located 
inside the front door of the 
residence with a gunshot 
wound. He was armed with 
two handguns, a fixed-
blade knife, pepper spray 

and ballistic armor. 
Gounaris was arrested 

on a no bond warrant and 
charged June 18 with four 
counts of attempted first de-
gree murder, three counts 
of aggravated discharge of 
a firearm, three counts of 
aggravated battery and two 
counts of possession of a 
firearm without a Firearm 
Owner’s Identification 
(FOID) card stemming 
from the incident. 

See SHERIFF page 8

VCCT welcoming Hugo’s Elvis Tribute Show on July 19
‘I enjoy performing because of the positivity in the air when I do it’

The Vince Carney Community Theater will welcome Hugo’s Elvis Tribute Show to the Lincoln Arts Center at 
108 S. Main St. in Rochelle on Friday, July 19 at 7 p.m. Limited tickets are still available and can be purchased 
online at http://www.vcctrochelle.org/. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

can bring that authentic 
Elvis performance from 
each of his different eras in 
the 50s, 60s and 70s. My 
stagewear is all handmade 
by myself. I’ve been mak-

ing my own for about six 
years. People can expect 
great costumes and it will 
take the audience through 
the years of Elvis’ career. 
I’ll do a 50s set, a 60s set 

and a 70s set.”
After being exposed to 

the music of Elvis by his 
parents and performers, 
Colin started performing 
his tribute to Elvis when he 

was in kindergarten at his 
elementary school’s talent 
show, with a jumpsuit and 
dancing to Viva Las Vegas. 

See ELVIS page 5

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

HILLCREST — At 
its monthly meeting 
Monday, the Hillcrest 
Village Board of Trust-
ees heard an update from 
Village Engineer Kaitlin 
Wright of Baxter & 
Woodman on a number 
of topics.

Wright presented po-
tential funding oppor-
tunities that the village 
could use for needed 
large-scale water infra-
structure improvements 
including a new well, 
water treatment plant, 
and an elevated tank. 

See VILLAGE page 3

Village 
considering 
IEPA 
funding for 
large-scale 
water system 
upgrades 

2024-2025 
budget and 

appropriations 
approved
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We would love for you and your family 
to join us to share memories over lunch.  

Good Food. Good Company.

A Celebration of Life for  
Nancy Lee Ann Capes is at The 302 
(Ralfie’s Barbecue) 410 Cherry Ave, 
Rochelle from 1PM to 4PM Sunday, 

July 14th. 

07102024

OREGON – Hundreds gath-
ered on June 29 at  Serenity 
Hospice  and Home’s  garden 
in Oregon, to remember loved 
ones who have died. Annually, 
Serenity holds this special event 
to honor those who have passed 
and release monarch butterflies to 
experience a time of hope and joy.

 Sitting in lawn chairs and Se-
renity’s benches, a large crowd 
gathered to hear the names of 
those who have passed. Lynn 
Knodle, C.E.O., shared words of 
inspiration and encouragement, 
followed by staff sharing the 
names of those memorialized. 
It was a touching presentation 
featuring the names of Veterans 
read first while the crowd quietly 
honored all those who had passed. 

 After reading the names, in-
dividuals released 360 monarch 
butterflies, delighting everyone 
from young to young at heart. 
Participants followed butterflies 

around the garden; some enjoyed 
cupcakes, and family and friends 
enjoyed sharing community in 
the gardens. Serenity Hospice 
and Home was thankful for the 
opportunity to organize the event 
and incredibly grateful to the 
Village of Progress for providing 
a shuttle service for participants 
to and from Serenity Home. The 
Memor ia l  Bu t te r f ly  Re lease 
helped all who attended remem-
ber family and friends in a truly 
special way. 

About Serenity
Serenity Hospice & Home in 

Oregon, IL is a non profit hos-
pice and palliative care provider 
serving nine counties in northern 
Illinois. Serenity is rated five 
stars by the Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services and 
offers care in private residences, 
nursing homes, or assisted living 
facilities.   

Serenity Hospice holds memorial butterfly release

Hundreds gathered on June 29 at Serenity Hospice 
and Home’s garden in Oregon, to remember loved 
ones who have died. Annually, Serenity holds this 
special event to honor those who have passed and 
release monarch butterflies to experience a time of 
hope and joy.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Happy 60th anniversary to Happy 60th anniversary to 
Bruce and Kathy Vickrey. Bruce and Kathy Vickrey. 

They were married on July 18, 1964 in They were married on July 18, 1964 in 
Princeton IL. Princeton IL. 

Help them celebrate with a card Help them celebrate with a card 
shower. Send wishes to 1078 Westview shower. Send wishes to 1078 Westview 
Drive Rochelle, IL 61068.Drive Rochelle, IL 61068.

Then & NowThen & Now
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SINCE 1967

815.562.7300 
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up

1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL • vincespizzainrochelle.com

Sign Up for Vince’s Loyalty Rewards! 

We are Proud to Support 
the Rochelle Hubs!
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Receive Points with EVERY 
Order & Earn FREE Food!

• Secure Entry System
• Community room with kitchen
• Activities
• On-site coin operated laundry
• On-site management office
• Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
• On-site parking for residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404
Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Rent based
on 30% of a 

Resident’s Adjusted 
Gross Income

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

0101201707262023

Lincoln Manor

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

ATLANTA — Career 
and technical student in your 
area won one of the nation’s 
highest awards at the 2024 
SkillsUSA Championships, 
held in Atlanta, on June 
26-27. More than 6,000 
students competed at the 
national showcase of career 
and technical education. The 
SkillsUSA Championships 
is the largest skill competi-
tion in the world and covers 
1.79 million square feet, 
equivalent to 31 football 
fields or 41 acres. 

Students were invited 
to the event to demonstrate 
their technical skills, work-
place skills and personal 
skills in 115 hands-on com-
petitions including robotics, 
automotive technology, 
drafting, criminal justice, 
aviation maintenance and 
public speaking. Industry 
leaders from 850 businesses, 
corporations, trade associ-

ations and unions planned 
and evaluated the contes-
tants against their standards 
for entry-level workers. 
Industry support of the 
SkillsUSA Championships 
is valued at over $36 million 
in donated time, equipment, 
cash and material. More than 
1,200 industry judges and 
technical committee mem-
bers participated this year.

A total of 1,250 gold, 
silver and bronze medals 
were presented to students 
on Friday night, June 28 
at the SkillsUSA Awards 
Session. Many winners 
also received industry priz-
es, tools of their trade or 
scholarships. The medalists 
also received a Skill Point 
Certificate representing 
workplace readiness in the 
student’s occupational spe-
cialty. Students can add the 
certificate to an employment 
portfolio. As an indicator 

of proficiency, Skill Point 
Certificates were awarded 
to all national contestants 
who medaled or who met a 
threshold contest score for 
their event. 

The following student 
from the area received a 
SkillsUSA Championships 
medal and Skill Point Cer-
tificate :

Abel Huerta, from Ro-
chelle and a student at 
Kishwaukee Education 
Consortium (Malta), was 
awarded the high school 
silver medal in Job Skill 
Demonstration A.

“More than 6,000 stu-
dents from every state in 
the nation participated in 
the 2024 SkillsUSA Cham-
pionships,” said SkillsUSA 
Executive Director Chelle 
Travis. “This showcase 
of career and technical 
education demonstrates 
SkillsUSA at its finest. 

Our students, instructors 
and industry partners work 
together to ensure that 
every student excels. This 
program expands learning 
and career opportunities for 
our members.”

The SkillsUSA Cham-
pionships event is held 
annually for students in 
middle school, high school 
or college/postsecondary 
programs as part of the Skill-
sUSA National Leadership 
& Skills Conference. The 
national, nonprofit partner-
ship of students, instructors 
and industry is a verified 
talent pipeline for America’s 
skilled workforce that is 
working to help solve the 
skills gap. 

About SkillsUSA
SkillsUSA is Ameri-

ca’s proud champion of 
the skilled trades. It’s a 
student-led partnership of 
education and industry 

that’s building the skilled 
workforce our nation de-
pends on with graduates 
who are career ready, day 
one. Representing nearly 
380,000 career and techni-
cal education students and 
teachers, SkillsUSA chap-
ters thrive in middle schools, 
high schools and college/
postsecondary institutions 
nationwide. 

SkillsUSA’s mission 
empowers students to be-
come skilled professionals, 
career-ready leaders and 
responsible community 
members. That mission is 
accomplished through the 
SkillsUSA Framework of 
Personal Skills, Workplace 
Skills and Technical Skills 
Grounded in Academics, 
which is integrated into 
the classroom curriculum. 
Through Framework in-
struction, students develop 
the character-shaping lead-

ership skills - teamwork, 
communication, profes-
sionalism and more - that 
successful careers and lives 
demand. At the same time, 
students hone their high-lev-
el technical skills against 
current industry standards in 
more than 130 skilled trade 
areas, from 3-D Animation 
to Welding. 

The result? Focused, 
confident and highly skilled 
graduates who are ready 
to work, ready to lead and 
ready to make a difference 
in our schools, workplaces 
and communities. A vital 
solution to the skills gap, 
where more in-demand 
skilled trades positions are 
available than qualified 
professionals to fill them, 
SkillsUSA has served over 
14 million difference-mak-
ing members since 1965. 

To learn more, visit www.
SkillsUSA.org.  

Huerta honored at annual SkillsUSA Workforce Development Event

OREGON — In July 
of 2023 the Ogle County 
Solid Waste Management 
Department (OCSWMD) 
re-established two drop-
off recycling stations in 
Oregon and Byron.  These 
bins are intended for Ogle 
County residents who do 
not have curb-side recy-
cling service.

After a year of use the 
OCSWMD is pleased to 
report that this program 
has been a success both 
in terms of budget and the 

proper use of the recycling 
stations by Ogle County 
residents.

Approximately 65 tons 
of material was collected 
between each recycling 
station in the first year of 
use.  This tonnage rep-
resents a single stream of 
“co-mingled” materials 
and heads to a processing 
center all mixed together, 
and is separated and pro-
cessed into their represen-
tative commodities at the 
recycling center.

Each site has galva-
nized metal decking to 
allow access to the bins, 
and signage for the prop-
er use of the bins.  The 
signage informs users of 
what can be accepted for 
recycling and also lists the 
more common items that 
should not be placed into 
the bins.

Items accepted in the 
bins include flattened 
cardboard boxes, maga-
zines, office/school paper, 
newsprint, junk mail, and 

other clean paper prod-
ucts, aluminum and steel 
cans, glass bottles and 
jars, food and beverage 
cartons (clean), and plas-
tic bottles, jugs, and tubs.  
Items should be loose (no 
garbage bags), empty, and 
free from food/beverage 
residue.

Common items placed 
into the bins which are not 
recyclable through this pro-
gram include scrap metal 
and metal junk, tanglers 
like cords, hangars, and 

hoses, plastic shopping 
bags and garbage bags, 
Styrofoam, soiled pizza 
boxes and other soiled 
paper products, electronic 
items, big items such as 
furniture, drums, doors or 
windows, and household 
garbage.  Placing items 
such as these into the bins 
makes recycling more cost-
ly, less efficient, and could 
jeopardize this service.

In Byron, the recycling 
bin is located at the Forest 
Preserve District mainte-

nance lot at 6845 N. Ger-
man Church Road, and in 
Oregon, the bin is located 
in the Farm Bureau parking 
lot at 421 W. Pines Road.  
These bins are typically 
emptied 1-2 times per week 
depending on usage.

P l e a s e  c a l l  t h e 
OCSWMD at 815-732-
4020 if you have further 
questions about these re-
cycling bins, or other 
questions regarding waste 
reduction and recycling in 
Ogle County.

OCSWMD re-establishes drop-off recycling stations

From page 1

The village has been 
in need of those im-
provements to eventually 
meet IEPA requirements 
following a recent nitrate 
level violation with its 
current well. Wright 
said additional funding 
is now available through 
the IEPA including a loan 
with 80 percent principal 
forgiveness up to $5 
million.

“That would be a siz-
able chunk when look-
ing at those large new 
improvements,” Wright 
said. “There’s an addi-
tional grant for $500,000 
and another $500,000 
for taking the current 
well offline. I think this 
is a great opportunity. 
There’s potentially $6 
million of free money for 
the village to go after.”

Hillcrest’s priority 
1A water main project 
is slated to start on July 
22 after contractor El-
liott & Wood, Inc. has 
seen delays due to rain, 
Wright said.

The project has a $1.2 
million total budget and 

plans to replace mains 
along the full length of 
Scott Avenue, parts of 
Errett Road and Erick-
son Road from Scott 
Avenue to Jeffrey Ave-
nue, and parts of Jeffrey 
Avenue from Errett Road 
to Erickson Road. Those 
streets are in the southern 
and oldest part of the 
village. The project will 
be financed with an IEPA 
loan that will involve 50 
percent loan forgiveness. 
The debt service on the 
project will be $35,000 
per year over 20 years.

Wright said new plans 
for the project will see the 
water main along Scott 
Avenue moved from the 
north side of the street to 
the south side. The rest of 
the project will remain as 
planned.

Sealcoating in Hill-
crest is scheduled to take 
place in the next week, 
Wright said. The program 
this year will include 
Errett Road, Rosalind 
Road, Erickson Road, 
Powers Road, and Linda 
Avenue.

Work is still ongo-
ing in the village on a 
state-mandated water 
service line inventory 
project to determine if 
any are made of lead. 
Residents were sent a 
survey recently. The 
village must submit an in-
ventory and replacement 
plan to the state by Sept. 
1. Residents have been 
asked to check their own 
water lines and provide 
information to the vil-
lage. If residents do not 
respond to the survey, the 

village would send staff to 
check the water lines to 
see what material they’re 
made up of.

Hillcrest has 444 water 
service lines that it must 
check to see if they’re 
possibly made of lead. 
The village has so far 
taken inventory of 50 
percent of Hillcrest’s ser-
vice lines, with one report 
of lead so far that it will 
be working to confirm. 
Baxter & Woodman will 
be drafting a replacement 
plan in the case of the 
work needing to be done.

Budget
The board unanimous-

ly approved Hillcrest’s 
fiscal year 2024-2025 
budget and appropria-
tions. The $1.175 million 
budget includes a new 

roof for Village Hall, a 
vehicle, a new salt stor-
age building, and public 
works equipment.

UTVs
The board tabled an 

agenda item regarding 
a potential unlicensed/
non-highway vehicle or-
dinance. Hillcrest does 
have an ordinance per-
taining to golf carts, but 
does not have anything on 
its books for non-highway 

vehicles, or UTVs. The 
vehicles are currently not 
allowed in the village, but 
trustees have expressed 
that they’re still seen on 
local streets often.

The village will revisit 
the issue at a later date 
and plans to review the 
UTV ordinances of the 
City of Rochelle and 
Ogle County for source 
material for a potential 
Hillcrest ordinance in 
the future.

VILLAGE: Officials plan to review UTV ordinance

Hillcrest Village Board President Richard Rhoads, 
right, and vice president Dan Potter discuss the 
village’s budget plans which include a new roof for 
Village Hall.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

 “There’s an additional grant for $500,000 and 
another $500,000 for taking the current well 
offline. I think this is a great opportunity. There’s 
potentially $6 million of free money for the 
village to go after.”

Kaitlin Wright
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SHABBONA — Rich-
ard “RD” David Hayward, 
81, passed away Tuesday, 
July 9, 2024 at his home in 
Shabbona, Illinois.  RD was 
born on April 14, 1943, the 
son of Ronald and Clorice 
A. (Meyers) Hayward in 
South Elgin, IL.  After 
high school, he proudly 
served with the US Navy.  
On November 18, 1967, 
he married Karen Unruh 
in Elgin, IL.

RD enjoyed canoeing 
in his younger years, loved 
fishing and spending time 
at their cabin at Blackhawk 
Campground in Wiscon-
sin.  Tinkering and build-
ing things was a favorite 
pastime for RD.

RD is survived by his 
wife of 56 years, Karen 
of Shabbona, IL; four 
children: Michael (Marla) 

Hayward of Arlington, KY, 
David Hayward of Ro-
chelle, IL, Marjorie Hay-
ward of DeKalb, IL and 
Angel (David) Carpenter 
of Malta, IL; three sisters: 
Nancy Stading, Suzie 
Knautz and Robin Hay-
ward; 14 grandchildren: 
Kassy (Randall), Leanna 
(Matt), Mandy (Tyler), 
Lexie (Mary), Krynn, 
Devan (Taylor), Danny 
(Caroline), DJ (Whittney), 
Dlaney, Lyndsey (James), 
Alex, Koty (Kary), Kayla 
(Seth) and Kevin (Crystal) 
and 16 great grandchildren.

In addition to his parents, 
RD was preceded in death 
by his son, Daniel on June 
16, 2004 and his daughter-
in-law, Deanna Hayward 
on January 4, 2021.

The visitation will be 
from 12:00 noon to 1:00 

P.M., Saturday, July 20, 
2024 at the Unger-Horner 
Funeral Home, 400 N. 6th 
St., Rochelle.  The funeral 
service will follow at 1:00 
P.M., with Chaplain Ken 
Lawson officiating.  Burial 
is at Lawnridge Cemetery 
in Rochelle with military 
honors provided by the 
Eastern Lee-Ogle Honor 
Guard and the active duty 
Navy Honor Guard.  

Vi s i t  w w w. u n g -
erhorner.com to sign 
the online guest book. 

LOCAL NEWS

(815) 562-4171

HOW TO CONTACT US

News-Leader Main Switchboard 

General Manager 
(815) 561-2124

(815) 561-2151 
rhodges@

rochellenews-leader.com

Newsroom Staff 
Jeff Helfrich, Managing Editor 
Russ Hodges, Sports 

To Place a Display Ad  
Chris Ackland (815) 561-2153

mfeltes@oglecountylife.com
To Place a Legal Ad 
Mike Feltes 

To Place a Classified Ad  
Chris Ackland (815) 561-2153

Subscriptions and Delivery
Kelly White (815) 562-4171

Call (815) 562-4171 or
Visit our website at

www.rochellenews-leader.com

211 IL Route 38 East, Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-4171

IN-COUNTY REGULAR SUBSCRIPTION RATES
• $139.99 for one year • $79 for six months

• $34.99 for three months • $13.99 for one month

USPS (467-820)  ISSN (1075-2811)
Published every Wednesday and Sunday by Rochelle News-
papers Inc. at 211 E. State Route 38, Rochelle, IL 61068. 
Periodical postage paid at Rochelle, IL 61068. Postmaster send 
address changes to the Rochelle News-Leader, P.O. Box 46, 
Rochelle, IL 61068. Subscription rates are $139.99 per year by 
mail in Ogle County. Outside county rate is $149.99 per year. 
The circulation department  is  open  Monday through Thursday  
from 9 a.m.  to  3 p.m. and Friday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. For 
subscription information, contact Kelly White at 562-4171.

OREGON — On July 4 
at 11:48 a.m. deputies con-
ducted a traffic stop in the 
7,000 block of North Kish-
waukee Road. As a result, 
Nicholas L. Laborde, 20, of 
Mt. Morris was arrested for 
no valid driver’s license. 
Laborde was additionally 
issued citations for no 
muffler, and operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle. 
Laborde was released on 
a notice to appear with a 
future court date.

On July 5 at approxi-
mately 12:56 p.m. deputies 
were advised of a domestic 
battery that had occurred 
earlier in the morning at 
6027 W. Lowell Park Road.  
Deputies later made con-
tact with the male involved 
in the domestic at the 
residence.  The male, Erik 
Page, 47, of Mt. Morris, 
was placed under arrest 
for aggravated domestic 
battery and domestic bat-
tery.  Page was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail, 
where he was held pending 
a court appearance in front 
of a judge.

On July 5 at approxi-
mately 6:11 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
at 340 E. Illinois Route 

38 in Rochelle.  After 
investigation, deputies 
placed Steven Bolt, 33, of 
DeKalb, under arrest for a 
failure to appear DeKalb 
County warrant.  Bolt was 
transported and released to 
DeKalb County deputies. 

 On July 6 at approxi-
mately 2:25 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 2,000 block of South 
Illinois Route 251.  After 
an investigation, depu-
ties cited Daniel Chavez 
Gerde, 19, of Rochelle, for 
driving while license sus-
pended and illegal window 
tint. Chavez Gerde was 
given notice to appear for 
his citations at the scene.

On July 6 at approxi-
mately 2:33 p.m. deputies 
were dispatched to 8428 S. 
Main St., apartment B, just 
outside of Rochelle in ref-
erence to a domestic. After 
an investigation, Deputies 
arrested Anthony Cody, 31, 
of Rochelle, for domestic 
battery. Cody was trans-
ported to the Ogle County 
Jail where he was held 
pending a court appearance 
in front of a judge.   

On July 6 at approxi-
mately 6:33 a.m. deputies 
responded to an address 
in the 9,000 block of 
North Kennedy Hill for 
a reported battery. After 
an investigation, deputies 
arrested Matthew Young, 
32, of Freeport, for battery. 
Young was transported to 
the Ogle County Jail where 
he released on a notice 
to appear. Deputies were 
also assisted by the Byron 
Police Department.

On July 8 at approxi-
mately 12:28 a.m. deputies 
responded to a residence in 
the 17,800 block of East 
Illinois Route 72, Monroe 
Center, for the report of 
a domestic disturbance. 
After investigation, Beth 
A. Gorsuch, 64, of Monroe 
Center, was placed under 
arrest for driving under 
the influence of alcohol. 

Gorsuch was taken into 
custody without incident 
and transported to the Ogle 
County Jail.  Gorsuch was 
booked and released on 
a notice to appear with a 
court date set for later this 
month.

On July 8 at approxi-
mately 8:23 a.m. deputies 
conducted a motorist assist 
in the 3,000 block of North 
Illinois Route 2 on a vehi-
cle. During the investiga-
tion, Harvey T. Cooley, 36, 
of Mississippi, was arrest-
ed for driving while license 
suspended and possession 
of cannabis/improper con-
tainer/driver. Passenger, 
Alexandra M. Johnson, 32, 
of Robbins, was arrested 
for possession of a firearm 
without a FOID. Cooley 
and Johnson were trans-
ported to the Ogle County 
Jail and released on a notice 
to appear with a court date 
later this month.

On July 8 at about 5:03 
p.m. deputies responded to 
the 7,000 block of South 
Lilac Lane, Rochelle for 
the report of a domes-
tic disturbance. After a 
brief investigation Aaron 
Brown, 31, of Rochelle, 
was located in DeKalb 
and with the assistance of 
Dekalb Police Department 
was arrested for aggravated 
domestic battery. Brown 
was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail, where 
he was held pending an 
appearance before a judge.

On July 9 at 12:24 a.m. 
deputies conducted a traffic 
stop in the 8,000 block of 
North Illinois Route 251. 
After a brief investigation, 
deputies arrested Fitina 
Lazaro, 36, of Rockford, 
for driving without a val-
id license. Lazaro was 
released with a notice to 
appear. Lazaro was addi-
tionally issued a citation for 
inoperable taillight.

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until 
proven guilty.

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT

ROCHELLE — Mary 
Lou Henry, 92, passed away 
unexpectedly Saturday, 
June 29, 2024 at Manor 
Court in Rochelle, Illinois.  
Mary Lou was born on 
September 13, 1931, the 
daughter of John C. and 
Rosa G. (Brauer) Stein in 
Lee, IL.  

Mary Lou was a 1949 
graduate of Ashton High 
School.  On December 
26, 1955, she married 
Paul Jerome Henry in 
Rochelle.  They were 
married for 59 years un-
til his passing in 2015.   
She was a member of St. 
Patrick Catholic Church, 
a life member of the VFW 
Auxiliary and a member of 
the Rochelle Moose Lodge.  

Mary Lou was employed 
as a secretary for the Del 
Monte Corp.

In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded in 
death by her husband, Paul, 
on May 30, 2015; her broth-
er, Robert Stein and four 
sisters: Rogene Schade, 
Pauline O’Brien, Lois Binz 
and Shirley Young.

Mary Lou is survived by 
her two daughters: Debra 
(Scott) Sprague of Stream-
wood, IL and Denise (Rick) 
Budde of New Berlin, 
WI; three grandchildren: 
Lauren, Zachary (Morgan) 
and Alexis Sprague; sister, 
Joyce (Don) Gilbert of 
Kingwood, TX and broth-
er, Duane (Linda) Stein of 
Rochelle, IL.

The visitation will be 
from 9:00 - 10:00 A.M., 
Saturday, July 20, 2024 at 
St. Patrick Catholic Church, 
236 Kelley Drive, Rochelle.  
The funeral service will fol-
low at 10:00 A.M., Saturday 
with Father Jesus Domin-
guez officiating. Burial is 
at St. Patrick Cemetery 
in Rochelle.  Visit www.
ungerhorner.com to sign the 
online guest book.

OBITUARIES

Mary Lou Henry

CRESTON — In less 
than two years, on July 4, 
2026, the United States 
of America will mark a 
significant milestone — 
the 250th anniversary of 
adopting the Declaration 
of Independence, a pivotal 
moment in our nation’s 
history.

The U.S. Semiquin-
centennial Commission, 
commonly known as the 
America 250 Commission, 
was established by Con-
gress in 2016. This 10-year 
national effort was formed 
“to kick off a multi-year 
effort to pause and reflect 
on our nation’s past, to 
honor the contributions 
of all Americans, to look 
ahead toward our future, 
and to engage the public in 
building the largest, most 
inclusive commemoration 
in American history.” The 
America 250 Commis-
sion has reached out to 
museums and libraries, 

not-for-profit and patriot-
ic organizations, schools 
and youth organizations, 
cities and towns, state and 
local governments, and 
community organizations 
and businesses, ensuring 
that every American can be 
part of this historic event.

The National Society, 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution (NSDAR), 
has partnered with the 
America 250 Commission 
to bring this celebration to 
the local level through the 
individual chapters of the 
society. In keeping with the 
National Society’s mission 
of Historic Preservation, 
Education, and Patriotism, 
each chapter is encouraged 
to involve their community 
in activities highlighting 
our nation’s birthday. 

On Saturday, Aug. 3, 
at 1 p.m. the Rochelle 
Chapter will be dedicat-
ing a commemorative 
bench located in front of 

the Creston Opera House 
honoring our nation’s 
upcoming 250th anniver-
sary. This bench, made 
of recycled bottle caps, 
was obtained through the 
Rochelle Golden K, whose 
programs support commu-
nity youth. The setting in 
front of the 149-year-old 
historic Creston Opera 
House also honors the 
historic preservation of 
the building, which was 
spearheaded by the Cres-
ton Booster Club and 
completed in 2018. We in-
vite the broader Rochelle/
Creston area community to 
join us for this dedication 
as America approaches its 
250th birthday! In case 
of inclement weather, the 
dedication will take place 
inside the Opera House. 

Contact Rochelle Chap-
ter Regent Debby Katzman 
at regentrochellechapter@
gmail.com for more infor-
mation.

Rochelle Daughters of the American Revolution to 
dedicate commemorative bench in Creston Aug. 3

ROCHELLE — The 
City of Rochelle Planning 
and Zoning Commission 

will not meet on Monday, 
Aug. 5 as regularly sched-
uled.  The next Planning 

and Zoning Commission 
meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, Sept. 3 at 6 p.m.

August Planning & Zoning 
Commission meeting canceled

ROCHELLE — Ber-
trand “Bert” John Coté, 
102, passed away Wednes-
day, July 10, 2024 at his 
home in Rochelle, Illi-
nois.  Bert was born on 
September 8, 1921, the 
son of Philippe and Alma 
(Routhier) Coté in Lyster 
Station, Quebec, Canada.  
He proudly served with 
the United States Army, 
2nd Armored Division, 
famously known as “Hell 
on Wheels”, during World 
War II. 

Bert was a plumber 
for Local 23 Pipefitters 
and Plumbers and was in 
charge of running the ware-
house at the Byron Nuclear 
Plant for many years.  He 
loved music and when he 
played his harmonica, it 
was as if you could hear the 
entire orchestra playing. 

Bert is survived by his 
daughter Jeannine Harms 
of Rochelle; five grand-

children: Christy (Mark) 
McGowan of Rockford, 
Andrew Harms of Ro-
chelle, Heather Harms 
of Rochelle, Josh Coté 
and Amanda Coté and 
three great grandchildren: 
Audrey Sullivan, Darby 
McGowan and Brennden 
Harms. 

In addition to his par-
ents, Bert is preceded 
in death by both of his 
wives, Mary Ellen (Ruck-
er) and Lorraine (Kehm); 
son, Mark Joseph Coté; 
great grandson, Carter 
McGowan; nine brothers: 
Antonio, Henri, Robert, 
Raoul, Alcide, Roger, Jean 
Louis, Jules “Luke” and 
baby Emile Coté and seven 
sisters: Rita McNichols, 
Mary Anthenat, Alda Farn-
ham, Margaret Walters, 
Bertha Tarkenton, Mo-
nique Coté and Jeannine 
Rioux.

The visitation will be 

from 10:00 - 11:00 A.M., 
Monday, July 15, 2024 
at St. Patrick Catholic 
Church, 236 Kelley Drive, 
Rochelle. The service will 
follow at 11:00, Monday 
with Father Jesus Domin-
guez officiating.  Burial is 
at St. Patrick Cemetery in 
Rochelle with military ser-
vices provided by the East-
ern Lee-Ogle Honor Guard 
and the active Army Honor 
Guard.  Memorials may be 
made in Bert’s memory to 
V.F.W. Post 3878.  

Visit www.ungerhorner.
com to sign the online guest 
book.

Bertrand ‘Bert’ John Coté

Richard ‘RD’ David Hayward
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He would continue his 
Elvis performances at that 
show each year until he 
entered high school.

In high school, Hugo 
volunteered to perform at 
many Chicagoland non-
profits such as retirement 
homes and the Ronald 
McDonald House. He still 
performs at many of them 
each year free of charge 
to thank them for booking 
him in his youth.

Since 2015, Colin has 
performed at many venues 
and events and has partic-
ipated in various competi-
tions for Elvis Tribute art-
ists. He recently returned 
from a tour in Canada and 
will be going to Graceland 
to perform in August. He’s 
performed in Las Vegas 
and at Graceland in the 
past. He shared live streams 

around the world and per-
formed sidewalk concerts 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic when typical 
concerts weren’t possible.

“I enjoy performing 
because of the positivity in 
the air when I do it,” Colin 
said. “It’s always been fun 
for me and for the audience. 
We strive to make the au-
dience feel happy, present, 
and in the moment. These 
songs are from so long ago, 
so hearing them live again 
puts you in the moment 
while reliving the past. 
It’s a cool feeling to make 
audiences happy.”

Colin called his perfor-
mances “personal” for him 
because of Elvis’ music 
being the first that he heard 
at a young age. He liked 
the music before he even 
knew the legend of Elvis 
the music icon. Now, he 
gets to pass the way he 

feels about Elvis’ music 
on to audiences.

Colin will also be per-
forming for residents at 
Hawthorne Inn Senior 
Living earlier in the day 
when he’s in Rochelle.

“Those volunteer ap-
pearances come from my 
heart,” Colin said. “Our 
goal is never to be exclu-
sive. We want to serve our 
community. I want to be 
a role model for kids and 
someone that can make 
adults and seniors happy. 
For a lot of the seniors I 
perform for, Elvis was a 
part of their lives. Bringing 
back those memories for 
them is important to me. 
It’s an honor to sing for 
Elvis fans and it’s easy to 
find them at senior living 
facilities. I’ll be happy to 
be performing in Rochelle 
and I’m looking forward 
to it.”

ELVIS: Tribute show coming to Lincoln Arts Center on July 19

The one-night show will feature Chicago-based Elvis performer Hugo Colin, who 
pays tribute to everyone’s favorite entertainer for the enjoyment of life-long Elvis 
admirers and to introduce the music legend to a brand new generation of fans.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Ashton Bible Church, corner of Main and Paddock in Ashton. Pastor Farrel 
Stauffer, church phone is (815)453-2190, church website www.ashtonbible.
org0. Sunday School for all ages 9:00-10:00am, Morning Worship 10:15am, 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 6:30-8:00pm.

Calvary Lighthouse Church, Assemblies of God, Senior Pastor, Dr. James 
Horvath. 14409 Hemstock Rd., Rochelle. Sunday Morning: Sunday Worship 
& Children’s Church 10:00 A.M., Wednesday Evening  7:00 P.M. – Adult 
Teaching, Missionettes & Royal Rangers Childrens Classes, Nursery available 
for all services. HE-Brews Cafe is open before and after services. For further 
information, please call the CLC office at 815-562-7701, or email us at staff@
calvarylighthouse.com

Rochelle Church of Christ, Keeping Christ at the center in the Hub City. We 
meet Sundays at 9:00am for Bible Study and 10:00am for worship. We also 
have a Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00pm. 206 Erickson Rd, Rochelle, IL 61068. 
You can call us at (815) 562-6572 or visit us on the web at rochellechurch.com. 
We also have a radio program Sundays just after 8am on WRHL 1060AM. 
Minister Dominic Venuso.

Creston United Methodist Church and Steward United Methodist Church - 
Rev. Ilhan You, Creston: 126 West South Street, P.O. Box 209, Creston, Illinois 
60113. Sunday morning worship 9:00am. Coffee fellowship at 10:15am. 
Steward: 507 Main Street, P.O. Box 80, Steward, IL 60553. Adult Sunday 
School, 10:00am. Sunday morning worship and Children’s Sunday School 
11:00am. Contact the church office at 847-730-4370 for more information. 
facebook.comcrestonumcil faccebook.com/stewardilumc

Elim Reformed Church, 140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068. Phone: 815-
562-6811. Email goelimchurch@gmail.com Website www.goelimchurch.org 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 Rev. Marv Jacobs

Faith Lutheran Church –  (14206 E. Flagg Rd.) – “Making Christ Known Through 
Lives of Faith.” In-person worship is available each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. or online 
at “Faith Lutheran Social” on YouTube. Worship resources are also available on 
our Facebook page - ‘Faith Lutheran Church ELCA.’ You may also e-mail Pastor 
Joy Alsop at Pastor@faithlcrochelle.org for more information. All are welcome to 
join us!

First General Baptist Church, 500 S. 12th St, Rochelle.  Phone: 815-562-5221. 
Email: fgbcrochelle@gmail.com.Website: www.fgbcrochelle.org. Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/fgbcrochelle.Pastor:   Rev. Angelo Bonacquisti. Sunday 
worship services: 8:30 am, 11:15 am and 6:00 pm.  Sunday school:  10:00 am. 
We’d be honored to have you join us as we worship JESUS and continue to 
grow in truth and love for God and each other.  A nursery, children’s church, 
youth group and small groups are available.  If you need a ride please contact 
our church bus driver, John, at (815) 262-4275 by 8:30 am on Sunday. “For if 
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9

First Presbyterian Church – An Amazing Place for Amazing Grace- Rev. 
Doug Forsberg, Senior Pastor. 1100 Calvin Road, Rochelle.  Email: info@
placeforgrace.com.  Sunday morning worship 9:00am and 10:30am. In person or 
streamed online. On our Website and Facebook Live. www.placeforgrace.com/  
www.facebook.com/placeforgrace

Grace Fellowship Church  — Pastor Jeff Ardissone, 2128 Il Route 38, Ashton, 
815-453-7464. Sunday School 8:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 9:45 a.m. 
www.graceisforyou.com

Harvest Baptist Church 241 Scott Ave. (Hillcrest). Rev. Duane Boehm, pastor. 
Email duane712@hotmail.com, cell 815-757-3427. Visit us on Facebook! 
Service times: Sunday morning worship with Children’s Church at 10 am. 
Wednesday night worship at 7 pm. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 16060 E. Lindenwood Road, 
Lindenwood, IL 61049. Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock. Church Phone 393-
4500. Church Worship 9:00 a.m. Sunday School Christian Education Hour at 
10:30   a.m.

Living Water Community Church  405 N. Main St, Downtown Rochelle. Phone 
815-561-6249, Website: www.lwccr.com, Like us on Facebook. We are Non-
Denominational, Christ Centered, Casual dress, Christ Centered Live Band 
Worship. Mike Vogeler - Outreach and Seven C’s Pastor, Chris Bender- Teaching 
Pastor and Doug Bunger - Missions and Children’s Pastor. Sunday Worship 
Service- 10:00am. Nursery/Toddlers Ages 0-5 available during the service in the 
Splash building. Swim- Grades 1st-5th worship with the adults then break out for 
age appropriate teaching. Youth groups, Small groups, Life Groups and Workshops 
meet throughout the year for Bible teaching. 7C’s Mission- serves the community 
physically & spiritually each month from 1135 Lincoln Hwy, providing lightly used 
clothing, Hygiene items, a light lunch and Elder Prayer open the second Saturday 
from 10am-2pm and the 4th Thursday from 4pm to 7:00pm and by appointment..  

  

New Hope Fellowship (Church of God - Anderson, IN), 1501 10th Ave., 
Rochelle, IL 61068. Service: Sunday at 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m., (815)561-8400, www.
NHFchurch.net Pastor: Dan Sergeant and Pastor Nick Tornabene.  (Classes 
for children through age fifth grade during service.)

Rochelle United Methodist Church welcomes everyone to their worship 
service, and practices openness for all activities including communion. 
Worship is at 9:00 am. Sunday school for children begins around 9:15, 
following the Children’s Time in worship. A fellowship time with food and 
space for conversation occurs in Hicks Hall every week following the worship 
service.  We celebrate communion with an open table on the first Sunday of 
every month, and on other appropriate occasions.  Youth group is on Sunday 
evenings from 5:30-7:30. Our youth program includes service projects, 
discussion topics, Bible Study, and lots of fun and fellowship together.  Some 
of our activities include packing meals at Feed My Starving Children, helping 
at Rochelle Christian Food Pantry and 7C’s, working with animals at Barn on 
Baseline, Mystery trips (Destination Unknown!), and Interactive experiences 
on Dating boundaries, refugees, and homelessness.  Youth group is for grades 
6-12 and friends are always welcome.  Recorded services are available on our 
YouTube channel and our website at www.rochelleumc.com. Our services are 
on the radio (93.5 FM) on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am. Our Facebook page 
is www.facebook.com/rochelleumc. Our pastor is the Rev. Dr. Katherine 
Thomas Paisley.  Our address is 709 Fourth Ave. (815) 562-2164. Email is 
admin@rochelleumc.com. At Rochelle United Methodist Church, everyone is 
welcome and loved!

St. John’s Lutheran Church, 126 E. South Street, Creston. Phone 815-384-
3720, Email: StJohnsLutheran@aol.com, members of NALC/LCMC. Worship 
is led by Pastor Terese Whitten 231-878-4150. St. John’s Lutheran Church is 
a part of God’s Family, planting hope, nurturing faith, and harvesting love. 
Fellowship time begins at 10:00 followed by worship at 10:45. Sunday school is 
conducted during worship service except during the summer.

St. Patrick Catholic Church Rev. Jesus Dominguez; Deacon Fermin Garcia; 
Deacon George Schramm; 244 Kelley Dr. (Corner of Kelley & Caron Rd.), 
PO Box 329, Rochelle, IL 61068. Office Hours: 9:00 AM- 4PM Monday-
Thursday, Phone: 815-562-2370. Mass times: 8:00 AM Monday-Thursday, 
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM English, 7PM Spanish, Sunday Mass 7:30 
AM, 9:00 AM in English and 11:00 AM in Spanish. Confessions: Monday 
8:30AM & 6:30PM, Tuesday 8:30AM, Saturday 8:30am & 4:00-4:45 PM Or 
by appointment. Religious Education: Deacon George Schramm, Director 
of Religious Education. 903 Caron Road, Rochelle, IL 61068, 815-561-0079; 
Website: stpatricksrochelle.com 
Email: stpatrick-rochelle@rockforddiocese.org 
Facebook.com/StPatrickRochelle

St. Paul Lutheran Church “Building Relationships in Christ, Now and 
Forever!” Steven Hall, Principal, Parish Nurse-Marcia Schnorr. 1415 Tenth 
Ave., Rochelle. Church Office-562-2744. Worship times: 6:00 p.m. Saturday, 
9:00 a.m. Sunday. Our service is broadcast over WRHL 1060AM at 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday. Sunday School 10:15-11:15 a.m.  Call 562-6323 for more information 
about the school.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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Andy
Colbert

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages 
responsible letters to the editor on subjects 

of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity 
or libel, but ideas will not be altered. All letters 

must bear the handwritten signature of the 
writer and include address and phone number 

or e-mail address for verification purposes. 
Neither the street address nor phone number 

will be printed. Letters should be typed or 

legibly handwritten, and no anonymous letters 
will be published. Any letters from boards or 

organizations must include at least one name 
of an individual. Any criticism of public officials 

should be limited to issues related strictly to 
their position or actions made in office, as 

personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer 
and a business will not be published. Political 

endorsements will be published, however 

letters from candidates endorsing themselves 
will not be printed. Letters may be dropped 
at the News-Leader office (211 IL Route 38 
East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 
46, Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@

rochellenews-leader.com.) The News-Leader 
reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to 

the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for 
publication do not necessarily reflect the views 

of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

* Denotes Chairman/President

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso                bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us       

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Trisha Vaughn                                tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey  dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta  sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
Jennifer Thompson            jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas   bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger  brent.ohlinger@rthsd212.org
Laurie Pillen     laurie.pillen@rthsd212.org
Joel Thompson                joel.thompson@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Kristi Gonzales     kgonzales@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
Eileen Braski           ebraski@hillcrestil.us
Joe Thompson                      jthompson@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
*Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Kelly Johnson kellyjohnson0927@yahoo.com
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

AWAY from the 
sports beat for 
a while, it was 

time to get back in the 
fray with a trip to the Quad 
Cities for the John Deere 
Classic golf tournament. 

It is the only PGA-sanc-
tioned event in Illinois and 
well worth the drive to 
Silvis, technically not one 
of the quad cities (Daven-
port, Moline, Rock Island 
and East Moline). The 
John Deere does not get 
the big-name golfers, but 
for a regular Joe like me, 
I can’t tell the difference.

To qualify for any PGA 
tournament, it is still a 
cutthroat process and mul-
titudes of aspiring golfers 
never quite make it to the 
big stage. Just ask some of 
the talented kids from Ogle 
County that have tried their 
hand at it. 

There is still an elite 
field assembled at the TPC 
Deere Run every year. I 
remember covering the 
opening of the course 24 
years ago, as a reporter for 
Sauk Valley Media.

At the time, it was a big 
deal and as an aficionado 

of golf, I felt honored to 
be present. After all, this 
was the same tournament 
I had attended off and on 
for past 50 years.

Thus, there has been 
some semblance of a love 
affair for me with profes-
sional golf at the Quad 
Cities, both as a spectator 
and reporter. 

The combination of 
not having covered it for 
a few years and a bit of 
summer ennui prompted 
me to request a press cre-
dential, which was readily 
approved. Besides, who 
wouldn’t want to spend a 
day traipsing on 385 acres 
of beautiful terrain along 
the scenic Rock River? 
Golf courses can be very 
therapeutic for the soul, 
provided one isn’t actually 
playing.

With all of that settled, 
came the question of how 
to cover it?

As I drove to Silvis on 
Interstate 88 from Ro-
chelle, rather than golf, my 
mind was more on why this 
stretch of roadway never 
became highly traveled. 
Because of influence from 

Chicago, state officials un-
wisely decided Interstate 
88 needed to be built well 
before Interstate 39, which 
is far busier.

Built in the 1970s, the 
first trip I probably took 
on Interstate 88 (Interstate 
5 back then) was to the 
Quad Cities golf tourna-
ment. Though traffic has 
increased almost every-
where else, not so much 
on this lonely stretch.

Enough about trans-
por ta t ion,  but 
then again it does 
affect golf. Just 
ask the world’s 
leading golfer 
Scottie Scheffler, 
who was arrested 
a few weeks ago 
for disregarding 
traffic restrictions 
in backed-up con-
ditions at the PGA 
championship in Louis-
ville. He did get out of 
jail in time to make his tee 
time, though.

No such problems here 
in Silvis, as I parked off site 
and took a shuttle to the 
course and began to look 
for an angle for coverage.

With 156 golfers com-
ing from all over the 
world, there are truly 156 
different stories, with most 
of these guys scraping by 
to stay on the Tour. Unless 
you are an elite, it is a 
pressure-packed situation 
keeping one’s PGA card.

One such golfer is 
Hayden Springer of Texas. 
He had just gotten his card 
from qualifying school last 
fall and had missed the cut 
in six straight tournaments. 

But, he made PGA 
history by scoring 
a 59 on Thursday’s 
round at the John 
Deere, becoming 
only the 15th golfer 
to break 60.

Coincidentally, 
I encountered his 
mother Jennifer 
two days later, 
as we were both 

walking the 12th hole. She 
told me how she cried tears 
of joy after Hayden shot 
the 59, watching from her 
home in Fort Worth.

She hadn’t intended 
making the long trip to 
Illinois, but after the 59, 
how could she not. Being 

the parent of a former high 
school golfer, I related to 
her, not in the sense of 
jaw-dropping scores, but 
of the joy that comes from 
seeing a child compete in 
sports.

Jennifer also told me 
another story, much more 
tragic and one I haven’t 
experienced. And, that 
was the heart-breaking 
loss of Hayden’s three-
year daughter to a genetic 
disease.

It came a month before 
Hayden got his PGA card, 
definitely a case of extreme 
lows and highs. But, as 
grandma told me, she was 
grateful to get to know her 
granddaughter Sage for 
three years.

“It was a faith in God 
that sustained me and be-
lieving that heaven is real 
and I will see her again,” 
said Jennifer.

A day after the 59, 
Hayden ‘struggled’ to 
an even-par 71 and fell 
off the lead, eventually 
finishing a respectable 
seventh place on Sunday 
and taking home a check 
for $252,000, his biggest 

payday yet.
“There are bigger things 

in life than golf,” Hayden 
told me a day earlier. “I 
don’t want golf to be the 
sole thing that defines me.”

With so much at stake 
for professional golfers 
like Hayden Springer, his 
story indeed tells us there 
is a greater purpose than 
what we do for a living. 
I only visited with him a 
short time, but sensed true 
humility.

“Hayden is so easy to 
work with, I could do it for-
ever,” said Michael Burns, 
his caddie and someone 
who has toted clubs for 
a wide variety of golfers.

For Burns and Springer, 
it is on to Nicholasville, 
Kentucky this week, the 
next stop on the PGA 
tour. My brief window 
with them is over, but 
look forward to following 
their journey the rest of the 
season. 

Andy Colbert is a long-
time Ogle County resident 
with years of experience 
covering sports and more 
for multiple area publi-
cations. 

THEY want you to 
give up gas-pow-
ered cars for 

electric cars, your gas 
stoves for electric stoves, 
and now regular meat for 
lab-grown meat. Lab-
grown meat (Cultured 
meat, cultivated meat, 
artificial meat, etc.) is pro-
duced by placing animal 
cells in a large petri dish 
(bioreactor), which is a 
large tank operated under 
controlled conditions that 
encourages cells to grow. 

The bioreactor contains 
a nutrient-rich substance 
(broth) that allows cells 
to grow and multiply at 
a high rate. The initiator 
for the production of 
lab-grown meat comes 
from cells that are ex-

tracted from an animal. 
The process controls the 
development of different 
types of cells, such as fat 
cells or muscle cells, to 
mimic the kind of meat 
being replicated. 

A lattice is placed in 
the tank to allow a surface 
for the cells to grow. At 
maturation, the cells are 
harvested and packaged, 
ready for distribution. 
Quality control measures 
are provided to ensure 
taste, texture, and nutri-
tional content require-
ments. 

So why develop and 
use lab-grown meat? Here 
are some pros and cons. 
Animal welfare, meaning 
being kind to animals by 
not slaughtering them 

for food, is often cited as 
a reason for lab-grown 
meat. Stem cells from 
fetal bovine serum are 
frequently collected by 
slaughtering an animal, 
which means the process is 
not slaughter-free. 
Advocates say the 
process in a con-
trolled environ-
ment improves 
safety, reducing 
the traditional risk 
of bacterial con-
tamination. How-
ever, contamina-
tion can still occur 
in any industrial 
food-producing system. 
Talk to those who produce 
baby formulae. Elimi-
nating cattle production 
would reduce methane 

production that allegedly 
contributes to man-made 
climate change, but there 
is concern over higher 
CO2 emissions from pro-
ducing lab-grown meat. 
Presently, methane reduc-

tion from animal 
feed lots is being 
accomplished by 
altering the chem-
ical content of cat-
tle feed. Producing 
lab-grown meat re-
quires a significant 
energy input that 
may require fos-
sil fueled electric 
plants to provide 

the energy. 
If cattle raising is sig-

nificantly reduced, what 
do you do about providing 
the products generated 

from nonedible parts of 
cattle, such as bones and 
leather? Bones are ground 
up and used as a food 
supplement for humans as 
well as cattle feed. 

Does this mean we 
will need to generate lab-
grown bones? Leather 
is another byproduct of 
cattle, and it has various 
uses, such as clothing 
and industrial apparatus, 
requiring flexibility and 
longevity, such as bearing 
seals or gaskets. Does this 
mean we have to generate 
lab-grown leather? 

The current administra-
tion is funding the concept 
of feeding lab-grown meat 
to the military. Unfortu-
nately, with left-leaning 
administrations, the mili-

tary serves as lab rats for 
ideas that are not related to 
combat missions. Recent-
ly, recruitment of people to 
serve in the military has 
been reduced significantly 
by non-mission-related 
requirements and training, 
such as those related to di-
versity, equity, and inclu-
sion (DEI). Requiring the 
military to eat lab-grown 
meat would probably re-
duce recruitment further.  

The push to eat lab-
grown meat may be 
premature. Many unre-
searched consequences 
negate the alleged ben-
efits of lab-grown meat. 
Presently, my detailed 
analysis of being served 
a lab-grown hamburger 
is simply, “yuck.”  

Chuck Roberts: Lab-grown meat

Chuck
Roberts

Colbert: A trip to the John Deere Classic

The News-Leader would like to remind 
the public and our readers that responsible 
letters to the editor on subjects of interest 
to our readers are encouraged. Letters to 

the editor must abide by the guidelines that 
you will find at the bottom of this page. 

Those that want to make their voice 
heard can send their letters via email to 

news@rochellenews-leader.com, in the 
mail to PO Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068 
or drop them off at 211 Illinois Route 38 
East, Rochelle, IL 61068. 

Questions? Call 815-561-2151. 

Jeff Helfrich,
Managing Editor

Submit a letter to the News-Leader
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

June 18 - Moncerat Rocha, Rochelle, $25

June 19 - Merrick Jacobs, Glendale, Arizona, $25

June 20 - From the Heart, $25

June 21 - From the Heart, $25

June 22 - Sherrie Welles, Rochelle, $25

June 23 - Megan Ryan, Glendale, Arizona, $50

June 24 - Timothy Moreland, Rochelle, $25

June 25 - Adeline Aubry, Whitefish Bay, WI, $25

June 26 - Angela Wyckoff, Davis Junction, $25

June 27 - RACF, $25

June 28 - First State Bank, $25

June 29 - Michael Fonfara, Rochelle, $25

June 30 - Kyle Elliott, Lakeside, California, $50

July 1 - Danielle Elston, Rochelle, $25

July 2 - Marshall Basler, Rochelle, $25

July 3 - Max Etheridge, Rochelle, $25

July 4 - William Fawkes, Sterling, $1,000

July 5 - Griffin Gabriel, Rochelle, $25

July 6 - Charlie and Jennifer True, Rochelle, $25

July 7 - Jill Schwartz, Rochelle, $50

July 8 - Maplehurst Farms, Rochelle, $25

July 9 - Jim and Lori Nalley, Rochelle, $25

July 10 - Bill Saunders, Polo, $25

July 11 - Mack Llanas, Rochelle, $25

July 12 - From the Heart, $25

July 13 - James Stuckey, Rochelle, $25

July 14 - Focus House, $50

QUEEN FOR THE CAUSE
DRAWINGS THURSDAYS 7 P.M. @ LUNA

CURRENT WEEKLY PRIZE: $1,500
CURRENT JACKPOT: $6,131

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
July 14

Eli Jones
 

July 15
Seriana Carpenter

Julia Jackson
Courtney Jones

 
July 17

Carolyn Overstreet
 

July 19
Eric & Katie Johnson 

(anniversary)

 July 20
Courtney South
Corey Lawrence
Zack Lawrence
Aaron Doering

 
July 21

Gavin Arnold
 

July 22
Kayla Peterman

John & Deb Wooten 
(anniversary)

 

July 24
Paige Komadina

 
July 26

James Friestad
 

July 27
Pastor Angelo & Debbie 

Bonacquisti (anniversary)
Brian & Kelly Smith 

(anniversary)
 

July 30
Spencer Kulwicki

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Township High 
School Board of Educa-
tion recently released its 
2024-2025 School Board 
meetings schedule. 

The RTHS Board of Edu-

cation meets the third Mon-
day of each month at 5:30 
p.m. in the RTHS Board 
Room unless prior notice 
is given. The following is 
a list of the school board 
meetings for the 2024-2025 

school year: 
Monday, Aug. 19. Mon-

day, Sept. 16. Monday, Oct. 
21. Monday, Nov. 18. Mon-
day, Dec. 16. Tuesday, Jan. 
21, 2025 (Not in attendance 
on Jan. 20). Tuesday, Feb. 

18, 2025 (Not in attendance 
on Feb. 17). Monday, March 
17, 2025. Tuesday, April 22, 
2025 (Not in attendance on 
April 21). Monday, May 
19, 2025. Monday, June 
16, 2025.

UW-Platteville announces Chancellor’s List and Dean’s List honorees
P L AT T E V I L L E , 

Wis. — The University 
of Wisconsin-Platteville 
announced its Chancellor’s 
List, honoring those with 
perfect 4.0 grade-point av-
erages for the spring 2024 
semester.

Students from this area 
who earned the 4.0 grade-
point average include Cha-
na’s Rylee Jackson, Animal 

Science BS, UW-Platte-
ville; and Rochelle’s Katie 
Van Hise, Biology BS, 
UW-Platteville.

Dean’s List
The University of 

Wisconsin-Platteville an-
nounces its Dean’s List, 
honoring those full-time 
students who earned high 
honors in the spring 2024 

semester.
College of Business, 

Industry, Life Science and 
Agriculture and the College 
of Liberal Arts and Educa-
tion require grade-point av-
erages of 3.75 and above for 
Dean’s List honors, while 
the College of Engineering, 
Mathematics and Science 
requires students to reach 
at least a 3.50. 

Students from this area 
on the Dean’s List include:  

Chana: Rylee Jack-
son, Animal Science 
BS, UW-Plattevil le. 
Rochelle: John Green, Me-
chanical Engineering BS, 
UW-Platteville. Morgan 
Haas, Marketing BBA, 
UW-Platteville. Katie 
Van Hise, Biology BS, 
UW-Platteville.

RTHS School Board releases meeting schedule

STILLMAN VAL-
LEY – Stillman Bank has 
recently promoted a key 
member of its successful 
team in northern Illinois. 
Jennifer Simons has been 
promoted to the position 
of retail office manager, 
according to Thomas 
Hughes, president and 
CEO.

With 11 years of bank-
ing experience, Jennifer 
has served in a variety of 
roles throughout her ca-
reer including teller, lead 

teller, personal banker, 
assistant branch manager, 
branch manager, lending/
loan officer, mortgage 
processor, and loan ac-
counting assistant. She 
joined Stillman Bank in 
2023 and in her new posi-
tion, she will assume daily 
management responsibili-
ties of the bank’s Stillman 
Valley office located at 
101 E. Main St.  

“We would like to 
congratulate Jennifer on 
this well-deserved pro-

motion,” Kathy Yocum, 
Stillman Bank vice presi-
dent, said. “Her expertise 
in numerous areas of 
banking and her commit-
ment to customer service 
will play a key role in her 
ability to serve new and 
existing customers while 
leading our Stillman Val-
ley office.”

Born and raised in 
Belvidere, Jennifer now 
resides in Stillman Valley 
with her husband and two 
sons. For more informa-

tion on Simons or to find 
out more about Stillman 
Bank’s products and ser-
vices, please contact (815) 
645-2266.

Stillman Bank is an 
independently owned 
community bank founded 
in 1882.  

The bank has approxi-
mately $579 million in as-
sets and operates full-ser-
vice banking offices in 
Byron, Oregon, Rochelle, 
Rockford, Roscoe/Rock-
ton and Stillman Valley.

Simons promoted to Stillman Bank retail office manager
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Visit your local Culver’s restaurant:

Culver’s of Rochelle
1060 Dement Road, Rochelle, IL

(815) 561-9720
culvers.com

06262018

DOUBLE BUTTERBURGER 
WITH CHEESE

FRESH, NEVER 
FROZEN 

MIDWEST 
BEEF COOKED 

AFTER YOU 
ORDER.

08032020

Premium Hardwood • Designer Colored Mulches
Pulverised Dirt • Mushroom Compost • Straw Bales

Delivery Available

From page 1

The investigation into 
the incident was handled 
by the Illinois State Po-
lice and charges were 
handed down by the Ogle 
County State’s Attor-
ney’s Office.

The Ogle County ERT 
is made up of individuals 
from different agen-
cies including the Ogle 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
the Oregon Police De-
partment and the Byron 
Police Department as 
well as SWAT medics 
from the Rochelle Fire 
Department.

Carls and Dominski 
were transported to KSB 
Hospital and treated for 
their injuries and released 
the same day. Ketter was 
flown to OSF St. Anthony 
Medical Center, under-
went surgery, and was 
released on Friday, June 
14. Gounaris underwent 
surgery and was released 
from the hospital before 
being arrested. He is 
currently housed at the 
Winnebago County Jail 
as his court case unfolds.

VanVickle said July 9 
that Carls and Dominski 
have returned to work 
and that Ketter is still 
on leave due to needing 
another surgery.

“Everybody is doing 
well,” VanVickle said. 
“It’s just a process. We’ve 
provided a lot of help to 
the deputies that were 
involved. It’s been a lot 
of emotional support, 
that’s the main piece of 
it. It’s been well-received 
by most.”

The Ogle County ERT 
is currently on hold due 
to “quite a bit” of its 
equipment being taken 
due to the investigation 
into the Lost Nation inci-
dent and needed training 

SHERIFF: VanVickle details aftermath of Lost Nation shooting incident

On the morning of June 12, members of the Ogle County ERT responded to 402 Wild Rice Lane in Lost Nation after a call from a parent 
regarding their adult son having suicidal and homicidal ideations. Information provided by the family member also indicated the suspect 
was armed with multiple firearms and it was found his FOID card was revoked due to a clear and present danger report.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

to ensure there are no 
lingering concerns for 
members from the June 
12 shooting.

If an emergency re-
sponse is needed, Ogle 
County would be cov-
ered by SWAT teams 
from Carroll/Jo Daviess 
counties and Stephenson 
County. Those teams 
have been used locally in 
the month since the Lost 
Nation event.

“Our biggest issue 
at this point is equip-
ment,” VanVickle said. 
“That is equipment built 
for ERT team members 
like ballistic vests and 

helmets and things like 
that. Those things have 
to be reordered and some 
of it takes months to 
get. Our manufacturers 
have put a rush on new 
equipment, knowing the 
situation. It will still be 
a few months. We’ve got 
training coming up this 
week to try to get them 
back reacclimated to 
the work. They’ll be in 
a facility that has a live 
shoot house this week for 
three days. Just putting 
the work back in to try to 
get back up to speed and 
make sure there aren’t 
any lingering concerns 

both physically and psy-
chologically. That’s part 
of the rebuilding piece.”

VanVickle said a true 
ERT call where the team 
is actually deployed typ-
ically happens about 4-5 
times a year. That number 
has already been reached 
for 2024 due to an in-
crease in warrants from 
the Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Office special operations 
drug unit and an increase 
in mental health-related 
calls, he said. 

The Sheriff’s Office 
has utilized a peer sup-
port system in getting its 
employees mental health 
help both since and be-
fore last month’s critical 
incident. VanVickle said 
he’s found that “every-
body needs something a 
little bit different” when 
it comes to mental health.

“Someone may need 
to go to the shooting 
range to refocus on their 
shooting because that 
piece settles their mind 
and makes them feel they 
can do the job,” VanVick-
le said. “Another person 
may just need to talk to 
someone. Another person 
may just have concerns in 

general, so we put anoth-
er deputy with them to go 
out and make traffic stops 
and just get acclimated to 
high-intensity situations. 
We’ve found there is no 
single answer. One of the 
benefits of being a small 
agency like we are is 
we’re able to know that 
intimate detail that our 
deputies need and be able 
to provide that to them. 
And some people don’t 
necessarily need counsel-
ing, they just need time 
away from the job with 
their families. We’re able 
to see that and talk with 
their families and under-
stand the need and make 
sure they get what they 
need to return to work and 
serve the community.”

Along with its peer 
support system, the sher-
iff’s office offers connec-
tions to mental health 
organizations and a chap-
lain. VanVickle said he 
wants those with mental 
health needs to find what 
works for them so they 
can be good deputies and 
family members to their 
loved ones.

VanVickle said that re-
ports indicate that police 

officers see 400-600 trau-
matic events during their 
career, while the general 
public sees less than five. 
He’s seen mental health 
resources become more 
available during his law 
enforcement career.

“The biggest issue with 
dealing with traumatic 
events on this job years 
ago, and I was part of it, 
was basically you just put 
it in a box and you put it 
in a drawer and close the 
drawer and you moved 
on,” VanVickle said. 
“We’ve learned that’s not 
a really great way to deal 
with things. This is a good 
change and it’s gotten our 
employees help in a much 
more timely manner and 
we’ve been able to return 
them to a much more nor-
mal life in a much faster 
fashion.”

A handful of times 
since the Lost Nation 
incident a month ago, 
VanVickle has referred to 
the Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Office and the ERT as 
a family. As sheriff for 
nearly 10 years, he’s been 
involved with the hiring 
of most employees of the 
office.

“You see people have 
kids and get married, so 
you’ve been part of their 
life and their family and 
vice versa,” VanVickle 
said. “We spend Christ-
mas and birthday parties 
together. They truly are 
part of the family and 
that’s a huge benefit you 
have working at a smaller 
agency like ours.”

211 Hwy. 38 East, Rochelle, IL 61068 
Phone: 815-562-4171

www.rochellenews-leader.com
Rochelle News-Leader

More than 7,700 
followers on 

RNL’s Facebook 
page!

RNLHOUSE

Follow The 
Leader

Stay in the 
loop with the 

latest and 
most accurate 

local news 
by following 
the Rochelle 
News-Leader 
on Facebook 
and link to 

our website at 
rochellenews-leader.com

Keep informed of 
all the happenings 
as we specialize in 

bringing you  
Local News... Local Views.
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SUMMER HEALTH

Summer camp sea-
son will soon be 
here, and throngs 

of children will board bus-
es each morning or pack 
their parents’ cars full of 
essentials to survive a few 
weeks away from home.

Looking back, many 
adults who experienced 
summer camp have fond 
memories of their adven-
tures — whether they all 
went according to plan or 
there were some hiccups 
along the way. Parents 
want their children to 
make their own summer 
camp memories. Even if 
the canoe capsizes or the 
cabin leaks during a sum-
mer thunderstorm, such 
experiences can build 
character and strengthen 
friendships. 

According to RegPack, 
an online registration 
software company, more 
than six million American 
children participate in 
some form of camp each 
year, including sleep-
away camp or day camp. 
The American Camp 
Association says that 
number is closer to 14 
million, with the most 
popular camp session 
length around one week 
or less. Families getting 
prepared for camp can 
follow these guidelines 
to ensure the experience 
is one kids won’t soon 
forget.

Accredited camps 
must meet more than 
300 standards related to 
program quality, safety 

Make the most of the summer camp experience

and health, according to 
the ACA. An accredited 
camp will likely give 
parents the most peace 
of mind.

There’s no magic age 
when a child may be 
ready to go to camp, but 
generally kids who are 
ages seven or eight may 
be fine to start a resident 
sleep-away camp. Day 
camp kids can begin as 

early as age three, the 
same age kids often be-
gin preschool programs. 
Gauge whether the child 
has spent time away 
from home at friends’ or 
family members’ homes 
to decide if a resident 
camp will be the right fit 
or if a day camp is more 
appropriate.

If possible, attend a 
meet-and-greet prior to 

the start of the season. 
Neighborhood day camps 
tend to draw kids from 
local communities, so 
there’s already a chance 
kids will know a few 
fellow campers. 

Campers can introduce 
themselves to camp coun-
selors and other program 
directors and are urged 
to ask questions about 
specific programs. Coun-

selors can direct campers 
toward activities they 
may enjoy.

Much of summer camp 
will likely be smooth-sail-
ing, but it’s reasonable 
to expect some bumps 
along the way. Campers 
shouldn’t expect perfec-
tion, but use the situations 
that may go awry as learn-
ing experiences on how to 
handle adversity — trying 

to find the fun in them 
anyway. Even a medical 
situation can be overcome, 
particularly because camps 
staff qualified medical per-
sonnel to ensure campers 
are safe and well.

Summer camp can be a 
great experience, especial-
ly when families take some 
pre-camp measures aimed 
at ensuring kids have a fun 
season. 

COLDS might not 
be as common in 
summer as they 

are in winter, but anyone 
who has ever had a cold 
when the weather outside 
is warm and inviting knows 
just how unpleasant a 
runny nose, sore throat 
and lack of energy can be 
when everyone else seems 
to be outside soaking up 
the sun. Indeed, there’s no 
substitute for feeling fit and 
healthy in summer. 

A healthy summer is one 
when individuals avoid 
illness and make the most 
of a time of year when no 
one wants to battle colds or 
other issues that affect their 
well-being. The following 
are a handful of strategies 
that can help people enjoy 
a healthy summer.

• Protect your skin 
from the sun. The Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention recom-
mends individuals apply a 
broad-spectrum sunscreen 
with a sun-protection fac-
tor (SPF) of 15 or high-
er before going outside. 
Sunscreen should then be 
reapplied as necessary and 
especially after swimming 
or excessive sweating. The 
American Cancer Society 
notes that sunburn that 
blisters can increase risk 
for skin cancer, but sun-
burns affect short-term 
health as well. Studies 
have shown that sunburn 
adversely affects immune 
system response, which 
could make people more 
vulnerable to viruses like 
COVID-19 or the common 
cold.

• Limit alcohol con-
sumption. Social schedules 
tend to fill up in summer, 
as seemingly everyone 
wants to host a backyard 
barbecue. The party vibe 
synonymous with summer 
leads to increased oppor-
tunities to drink alcohol, 
but excessive amounts of 
alcohol and summer sun 
are a bad combination. 
According to the National 
Institute on Alcohol Abuse 
and Alcoholism, hot sum-

Several tips for how to enjoy a healthy summer

mer days increase fluid 
loss through perspiration, 
while alcohol contributes 
to fluid loss through an 
increased need to urinate. 
Significant fluid loss can 
lead to dehydration and 
heat stroke.

• Eat the right foods. 
Summer is not typically 
as hectic a time of year as 
other seasons, particularly 
for parents accustomed 
to driving kids from one 
activity to another during 
the school year. But come 
summer, weekends filled 
with social engagements 
and a greater desire to be 
active outdoors can prove 
exhausting. The CDC 
notes that a diet filled with 
colorful fruits and vege-
tables supports muscles, 
strengthens bones and 
boosts immunity. That can 
make it easier to handle a 
physically active summer 
regimen and ensure that 
the immune system is in 

better position to fight off 
anything that may want to 
get in the way of summer 
fun.

• Get adequate sleep. 
What’s better than a mid-
day summertime nap? 
The answer to that is 
better sleep overnight. 
Adults should aspire to 
get between seven and 
eight hours of sleep each 
night, which can fortify 
their immune system and 
ensure they don’t miss out 
on any summertime fun. 
According to the Mayo 
Clinic, sleep deprivation 
can lead to decreased pro-
duction of proteins known 
as cytokines, which are 
vital to fighting infection 
and inflammation. 

A healthy summer 
makes for a more enjoyable 
summer. By embracing 
various immune-boosting 
strategies, individuals can 
make this summer even 
more fun.
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SUMMER HEALTH

SUMMER vaca-
tion and holi-
days from school 

present opportunities for 
young athletes to take 
well-deserved breaks 
from their sports. How-
ever, staying in shape 
during the offseason can 
help athletes maintain 
their performance when a 
new season begins.

Many sports have clear-
ly defined offseasons, 
while others are a bit 
more vague. Complicating 
the issue even further is 
that some athletes play 
in multiple leagues. That 
means they be committed 
to play for school teams, 
all-star teams or even trav-
el teams. This can shorten, 
if not eliminate, traditional 
offseasons.

According to the fitness 
experts at the International 
Youth Conditioning Asso-
ciation, all young athletes 
should have some form of 
an offseason. Time away 
from competition can be 
used to focus on improv-
ing movement patterns, 
building general strength 
and conditioning and 
recovery. Time off also 
gives the body and mind 
a break from the stress of 
competition. 

But athletes need not 

spend an entire offseason 
resting on their laurels. 
Here are some offseason 
training tips that can 
ensure athletes recover 
without compromising 
their ability to perform 
once a new season begins.

• Emphasize new ac-
tivities to avoid overuse 
injuries. Josh Adams, 
a certified strength and 
conditioning specialist 
with Children’s Health 
Andrews Institute Sports 
Performance, says fo-
cusing on one sport all 
year can lead to overuse 
injuries. Opt for a new 
workout that’s different 
from your in-season work-
out routine. Doing so can 
strengthen other areas of 
the body and reduce risk 
for overuse injuries.

• Focus on new interests 
to avoid mental burnout. 
Young athletes can get 
stuck in a competitive 
groove, feeling that they 
have to win to be success-
ful. The offseason can be 
used to provide a mental 
rest during which athletes 
can focus on interests oth-
er than sports.

• Emphasize aerobic 
training. The IYCA re-
ports that most young 
athletes do not realize the 
vital role aerobics play in 

building the stamina that 
powers high-intensity 
work intervals sports play 
often requires. Taxing the 
cardiovascular system 
helps deliver oxygen to 
working muscles and 
boosts performance. Ath-
letes can spend the off-
season cycling, running 
and swimming to benefit 
their bodies and give some 
muscles a break.

When it is time to re-
turn to competitive play, 
athletes won’t need as 
much time to return to 
in-season status if they 
continue training during 
the offseason. According 
to Sports Fitness Advisor, 
when a training stimulus 
is removed, physiological 
adaptations begin to revert 
to pre-training levels. By 
maintaining a fitness level 
training schedule that’s 
between 50 and 60 percent 
of their in-season regimen, 
athletes can return to their 
sports with much less 
effort than if they were to 
start from scratch.

The offseason gives 
athletes a chance to back 
off of intense competition 
and training, but continue 
a fitness regimen that helps 
them get back into game 
shape more quickly when 
play resumes.

Young athletes’ offseason training options

BILLIONS of 
people across 
the globe share 

a passion for sports. 
Whether it’s youngsters 
playing on sandlots, 
adolescents competing 
in scholastic sports or 
even professional ath-
letes locking horns at the 
highest level, there’s no 
denying that sports ap-
peals to people of all ages.

The thrill of competi-
tion undoubtedly compels 
many athletes to engage 
in sports, but playing 
a sport also makes for 
great exercise. That’s 
even the case for various 
recreational sports, which 
many athletes look to after 
their more formal playing 
days have ended. In fact, 
the following recreational 
sports are not only fun, 
but also make for a great 
workout.

Perhaps no recreation-
al sport has enjoyed a 
surge popularity as sig-
nificant as pickleball in 
recent years. The 2023 
Topline Participation Re-
port from the Sports & Fit-
ness Industry Association 
indicates participation in 
pickleball grew by 159 
percent between 2019 and 

2022. Pickleball is some-
thing of a hybrid sport 
that combines elements 
of tennis and ping-pong to 
form a fun activity that’s 
also great exercise. An 
ongoing examination of 
pickleball by Apple has 
found that participation 
in the sports helps play-
ers reach moderate to 
vigorous heart rate zones, 
which cardiologists note 
can improve cardiac fit-
ness. In addition, a 2023 
study published in the 
journal Frontiers in Psy-
chology found that pick-
leball players enjoyed 
significant improvements 
in happiness, life sat-
isfaction and personal 
well-being after taking 
up the sport.

Basketball is among 
the more accessible rec-
reational sports, as it’s not 
uncommon for players 
to find a pickup game 
at their local park on a 
nice spring or summer 
afternoon or evening. 
Basketball combines var-
ious components of a 
great workout, including 
cardiovascular exercise, 
coordination and bal-
ance and weight-bearing 
activity. A 2018 study 

published in the Journal of 
Sport and Health Science 
found that both half-court 
and full-court basketball 
helped to increase lean 
body mass, bone min-
eral density and oxygen 
uptake, each of which 
helps to make recreational 
basketball a great way for 
players to improve their 
overall health.

The serene setting of 
a typical golf course can 
make it easy to see the 
sport as fun but not neces-
sarily a great workout. But 
that’s a misconception, as 
a round of 18 can make 
for great exercise. A 2016 
study published in the 
British Journal of Sports 
Medicine noted that golf 
can be a useful ally in the 
prevention and treatment 
of chronic diseases such 
as heart attack, stroke, cer-
tain cancers, and diabetes, 
among other conditions. 
Walking the course, as 
opposed to renting a cart 
during a round, makes for 
excellent cardiovascular 
exercise as well.

Athletes may embrace 
recreational sports for 
fun, but these physical 
activities also can make 
for a great workout.  

Recreational sports that make for a great workout

After 45 years, Susan is retiring & Hub City Furniture  After 45 years, Susan is retiring & Hub City Furniture  

is closing their doors onis closing their doors on  Aug. 1!Aug. 1!

EVERYEVERYthing  thing  

Must Go!Must Go!

      Tue-Fri 9am-4:00 • Sat 9am-1pm • Closed Sun & Mon

429-433 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765

hubcityfurniture.com O
CC
G
20
23HUB CITY FURNITURE

Furniture to make you
feel right at home

Mon-Fri 9am-4pm | Sat 9am-1pm • Closed Sunday

GOING OUT
GOING OUT

OFOF BUSINESS SALE!
 BUSINESS SALE!

Invest in Your Family’s Health by Replacing your Mattresses, Box Invest in Your Family’s Health by Replacing your Mattresses, Box 
Springs, Sectionals, Couches, Chairs, Recliners & Rockers this Springs, Sectionals, Couches, Chairs, Recliners & Rockers this 
Summer atSummer at HUB CITY FURNITURE’SHUB CITY FURNITURE’S

Stop in & Save BIG onStop in & Save BIG on

Everything for your home!Everything for your home!

07
15

20
24
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Rochelle Little League

SPORTS MILAN TO SAINT XAVIER
 
RTHS alum Lizbeth Milan will play soccer 
at Saint Xavier University in Chicago. 
 
See page 6 for more details
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Rochelle Little League

All-Stars finish fifth at state
Junior League team wins twice in Illinois Little League State Championship

12U Softball All-Stars bow out at state tournament
Rochelle team plays four games in Illinois Little League State Championship

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ELGIN — Rochelle 
Little League’s Junior 
League Baseball All-Stars 
took the field for the 2024 
Illinois Little League State 
Championship tournament 
in Elgin over the weekend. 
Rochelle went 2-1 over 
three games to finish fifth 
out of the 10 qualifying 
teams in the final standings.

The Junior League 
All-Stars include Elijah 
Schweitzer, Nolan Zick, 
Brayden Harley, Jasper 
Macklin, Elijah Good, Joey 
Chadwick, John Williams, 
Kolton Cragin, Dayton 
Mellor, Edwin Cervantes, 
Sebastian Albertson, Luke 
Chadwick, Riley Smith 
and Zach Johnson. The 
Junior League All-Stars are 
coached by Mike Medina, 
Jaime Huerta and Mike 
McGill.

East Side
Rochelle started the state 

tournament with a 9-5 win 
over Chicago East Side 
Little League on Saturday. 
Riley Smith led the Junior 
League All-Stars on the 
mound, throwing three 
and two-thirds innings 
with three strikeouts while 
holding Chicago East Side 
to two hits. Luke Chadwick 
went 1-for-3 with a double 

and two RBIs to spark the 
Rochelle offense in the win.

Chicago East Side held a 
2-0 lead after three singles 
and two walks in the top of 
the first inning. After adding 
another run on two singles in 
the top of the second inning, 
Chicago East Side saw its 
lead cut to 3-1 in the bottom 
of the third inning, where 

Nolan Zick’s RBI ground-
out scored John Williams 
for the first Rochelle run 
of the game. Chicago East 
Side regained its three-run 
advantage after smacking an 
RBI single to surge ahead 
4-1 in the top of the fourth 
inning.

Rochelle claimed the 
lead with a four-run rally 

in the bottom of the fourth 
inning. After Luke Chad-
wick’s RBI groundout 
brought the Junior League 
All-Stars within two, Joey 
Chadwick laced an RBI 
double to left field and 
scored on a wild pitch to tie 
the game at 4-4. Sebastian 
Albertson then scored on an 
error after drawing a two-

out walk to give Rochelle 
a one-run lead.

Edwin Cervantes belted a 
sacrifice fly to right field in 
the bottom of the fifth inning, 
allowing John Williams to 
score and give Rochelle 
a 6-4 lead. Chicago East 
Side earned one run back 
on an error in the top of the 
sixth inning, but the Junior 

League All-Stars answered 
with three runs in the bottom 
of the sixth inning, where 
Elijah Good scored on an 
error and Luke Chadwick 
sent an RBI double into left 
field to score Kolton Cragin. 
Sebastian Albertson added 
a sacrifice fly.

See BOYS page 2

The Junior League All-Stars include Elijah Schweitzer, Nolan Zick, Brayden Harley, Jasper Macklin, Elijah Good, Joey Chadwick, John 
Williams, Kolton Cragin, Dayton Mellor, Edwin Cervantes, Sebastian Albertson, Luke Chadwick, Riley Smith and Zach Johnson. The Junior 
League All-Stars are coached by Mike McGill, Jaime Huerta and Mike Medina.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

RUSHVILLE — Ro-
chelle Little League’s 12U 
Softball All-Stars were on 
the diamond for the 2024 
Illinois Little League State 
Championship tourna-
ment in Rushville over 
the weekend. Rochelle 
went 0-4 over four games 
after winning the District 
19 Championship tourna-
ment.

The team includes 
Berkeley Thompson, Cali 
Metzger, Hailey Chap-
man, Helen Miller, Jaelyn 
Gonzales, Leni Haedt, 
Lylah Schacht, Macey 
Gittleson, Makenzie John-
son, Mayson Smardo, Mi-
sha Krawcewicz, Molly 
Whiting, Sofia Reynolds 
and Tinley Tabor. The girls 
are coached by Johnny 
Gonzales, Kristi Gonza-
les, Abby Reish, Allison 
Dobberstein and Bella 
Lodico.

Orion
Rochelle’s tourna-

ment started with a 19-3 
loss against Orion Little 
League on Saturday. Cali 
Metzger threw three in-
nings and struck out six 
batters in the circle, while 
Molly Whiting added one 
strikeout over one inning. 
Rochelle held a 1-0 lead 
after Misha Krawcewicz 
doubled and scored on an 
RBI groundout from May-

The team includes Berkeley Thompson, Cali Metzger, Hailey Chapman, Helen Miller, Jaelyn Gonzales, Leni Haedt, Lylah Schacht, Macey 
Gittleson, Makenzie Johnson, Mayson Smardo, Misha Krawcewicz, Molly Whiting, Sofia Reynolds and Tinley Tabor. The girls are coached by 
Johnny Gonzales, Kristi Gonzales, Abby Reish, Allison Dobberstein and Bella Lodico.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

son Smardo in the bottom 
of the first inning.

Orion took the lead with 
three runs on two walks, 
two hit batters and one sin-

gle in the top of the second 
inning. Rochelle earned 
one run back after Berke-
ley Thompson singled and 
scored on a steal of home 

in the bottom of the second 
inning. Orion went ahead 
6-2 after tallying three runs 
on one single, one hit batter, 
a dropped third strike and a 

groundout in the top of the 
third inning.

Molly Whiting doubled 
and scored on an RBI single 
from Sofia Reynolds, who 

brought Rochelle within 
three runs in the bottom of 
the third inning. 

See GIRLS page 2
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SPORTS

From page 1

Rushville
Rochelle improved to 

2-0 in the state tournament 
with a 10-3 win over Rush-
ville Little League on Sat-
urday. Elijah Schweitzer 
started on the mound for 
Rochelle, firing three in-
nings while striking out six 
batters and allowing just 
one hit. Kolton Cragin and 
Nolan Zick combined to 
throw the final four innings 

for the Junior League All-
Stars, limiting Rushville 
to two hits and three runs.

Rochelle exploded for 
six runs in the bottom of the 
first inning, where Brayden 
Harley smacked a two-run 
single to center and Elijah 
Schweitzer gave Rochelle 
a 3-0 lead with an RBI 
groundout. Riley Smith fol-
lowed with an RBI single 
to right field and Nolan 
Zick’s RBI groundout put 
Rochelle up 5-0. John Wil-

liams scored on a wild pitch 
to cap off the six-run frame.

Rochelle tallied two runs 
in the bottom of the fourth 
inning, taking an 8-0 lead 
after Riley Smith scored 
on a wild pitch and John 
Williams scored on a balk. 
Rushville responded with 
two runs on one walk and 
one single in the top of the 
fifth inning, but Rochelle 
answered in the bottom 
of the fifth inning, where 
Sebastian Albertson laced 

an RBI single to score 
Zach Johnson and Elijah 
Schweitzer drove home 
Luke Chadwick on an RBI 
groundout to put Rochelle 
up 10-2.

Rushville concluded 
the game with one run on 
an RBI groundout in the 
top of the seventh inning. 
Riley Smith went 2-for-3 
with two singles and two 
runs scored for the Rochelle 
offense, while Brayden 
Harley and Elijah Sch-

weitzer each finished with 
two RBIs in the victory.

Elmhurst/RF
Rochelle suffered a 

17-2 loss against Elmhurst/
River Forest Little League 
on Sunday afternoon to 
conclude the round-robin 
format of the state tourna-
ment with a 2-1 record. 
Elmhurst/River Forest 
scored eight runs on four 
singles, two walks and two 
errors in the top of the first 

inning before adding seven 
runs on four singles to take 
a 15-0 lead in the top of the 
fourth inning. 

Rochelle tallied two 
runs in the bottom of the 
fourth inning, where Luke 
Chadwick scored on an 
error and Nolan Zick drew 
a bases-loaded walk for an 
RBI. Elmhurst/River For-
est sealed its win with two 
runs on three walks and a 
sacrifice fly in the top of 
the fifth inning.

BOYS: Junior League All-Stars take fifth at state tournament

GIRLS: 12U Softball All-Stars battle at state tournament
From page 1

Orion blew the game 
open in the top of the fourth 
inning, however, scoring 
13 runs on two doubles 
and seven singles to seal 
its win.

Oglesby
Rochelle’s tournament 

continued with an 18-2 
loss against Oglesby Little 
League on Saturday. Cali 
Metzger and Molly Whit-
ing each threw two innings 
while combining for three 
strikeouts. Oglesby went 
ahead 1-0 after back-to-
back doubles led to a run 
in the top of the first in-
ning. Oglesby added six 
runs on three singles and 
four walks in the top of the 
second inning.

Two doubles and three 
singles led to five Oglesby 
runs in the top of the third 
inning, putting Rochelle 
behind 12-0. Oglesby 
continued to attack in the 
top of the fourth inning, 
tallying six runs on six 
singles, one double and 
one triple to hold a com-
manding 18-0 advantage.

Rochelle broke its 
scoreless stretch with two 
runs in the bottom of the 
fourth inning, where Mol-
ly Whiting and Makenzie 
Johnson smacked back-to-
back singles before Sofia 
Reynolds laced an RBI 
double to right field. Mi-
sha Krawcewicz followed 
with an RBI groundout to 
second base.

Clarendon Hills
Rochelle returned to ac-

tion on Sunday with a 13-3 

loss against Clarendon 
Hills Little League. Cali 
Metzger threw all three in-
nings for the 12U All-Stars, 
striking out three batters. 
Clarendon Hills held a 4-0 
lead after four runs on two 
singles, two walks, one 
triple and one hit batter 
in the bottom of the first 
inning. Two singles, two 
triples and three doubles 

resulted in six runs for 
Clarendon Hills, who took 
a 10-0 lead over Rochelle 
in the bottom of the second 
inning. 

Clarendon Hills ex-
tended its lead with three 
runs on two singles and two 
triples in the bottom of the 
third inning. Rochelle re-
sponded with three runs in 
the top of the fourth inning, 

where Cali Metzger and 
Mayson Smardo connected 
on back-to-back singles 
before Berkeley Thomp-
son cleared the bases with 
a two-run double on a hard 
grounder to center field.

Beardstown
Rochelle’s state tourna-

ment concluded with an 
11-1 loss against Beard-

stown Little League on 
Monday. Cali Metzger 
threw three and one-third 
innings and recorded four 
strikeouts in the game. Both 
teams tallied one run in the 
first inning, with Rochelle 
holding a 1-0 advantage 
after Mayson Smardo’s 
RBI double brought home 
Misha Krawcewicz in the 
top of the first inning.

Beardstown tied the 
game on two singles in the 
bottom of the first inning 
before exploding for seven 
runs on three doubles and 
three singles in the bot-
tom of the second inning.  
Beardstown clinched its 
win with three runs on two 
walks and two singles in 
the bottom of the fourth 
inning.

The team includes Berkeley Thompson, Cali Metzger, Hailey Chapman, Helen Miller, Jaelyn Gonzales, Leni Haedt, Lylah Schacht, Macey 
Gittleson, Makenzie Johnson, Mayson Smardo, Misha Krawcewicz, Molly Whiting, Sofia Reynolds and Tinley Tabor. The girls are coached by 
Johnny Gonzales, Kristi Gonzales, Abby Reish, Allison Dobberstein and Bella Lodico.
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What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise HereStorage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Gutters, Roofing & Siding

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a Need to get the word out about a 

product or service you offer? product or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-561-2153. Give us a call at 815-561-2153. 
We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Concrete

• Residential &  
Commercial Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE  
ESTIMATES!

Plumbing, Heating 
& Cooling

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976

Li
c#

 0
55

-0
13

99
9

What 
Service
Do You 
Offer?

Advertise Here

Heating & Air Conditioning

GIVE US A CALL.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Fully Insured

Free Estimates

Home Repair/Remodeling

ESTERDAY
HOME REPAIR
& REMODELING

Reasonable & Dependable Remodeling of:
• Kitchens  • Baths  • Basements

• Ceramic Tile
• Installation of Hardwood Floors, 

Windows & Doors

815-561-2153
Call Christel to be included on 

our Service Directory.
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Youth programs, schools 
and non-profit groups look 
to our businesses first when 
fundraising. These community-

minded businesses donate faithfully 
to local youth sports programs, 
community clubs, nonprofit groups 
and churches – just to name a few. 
Shouldn’t we look to those same 
businesses first when we need goods 
and services? Of course we should!

High rate of return. For every 
$100 spent in independently 
owned stores, $68 returns to the 
community through payroll, taxes 

and other expenditures. Online orders 
return absolutely nothing to Rochelle, 
IL.

Seeking health care in your 
hometown brings the comforts 
of receiving qualified care from 
people you know and trust. 

Whether it be a trip to the dentist, 
regular health care screenings, a visit 
to a specialist or an emergency, you 
need not travel. It’s all right here.

Banking with people who 
know you is a luxury found 
only in hometowns. You don’t 
have to show your ID every time 

you go in. You can get a loan from 
people who know you and understand 
your needs, whether it be money for 
your first car or to help your business 
grow. Local banks believe in the value 
of community members helping one 
another.

No one wants to have to make 
an insurance claim, but it’s 
painless when your agent is 
your neighbor. You don’t have 

to convince them that there was a hail 
storm, or that the wind nearly took your 
roof off. They know because they live 

here. Which do you want when you’ve 
had a bad day: A face-to-face meeting 
with your local agent, or a machine 
answering the phone at that big 
national insurer that advertises on TV?

Time is money. It’s simple math 
(especially when you figure in 
gas mileage.) Shopping locally 
can actually save you both time 

and money!

Customer service after 
the sale is invaluable. 
Local retailers not only take 
responsibility for the product 

they sold, they will often fix it or replace 
it – no questions asked. Appliances, 
furniture, computers and electronics 
sometimes have glitches. Would you 
rather box yours up, send it to who 
knows where, and wait six to eight 
weeks, or just go back to the nice guy 
that helped you when you bought it?

Keeping it local encourages 
community growth. By 
choosing to do business locally, 
you help maintain Rochelle’s 

diversity, charm and appeal; which 
attracts new community members.

One word: Jobs. When you do 
business of any kind in Rochelle, 
it creates and maintains jobs for 
others in our area . A healthy 

employment rate is the cornerstone of 
all economies.
How can you help the economy 
recover? Start at home.

Community Unity

9 Biggest  
Benefits

Of Shopping  
Rochelle First

1

5

9
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3
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4

8
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

No. 0712
(July 14, 2024)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

No. 0717
(July 14, 2024)

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS, 

CIRCUIT COURT, OGLE 
COUNTY

Request of Sofia Christine 
Berg
Case Number 2024 MR 
23
Filed June 13, 2024
There will be a court date 
on my Request to change 
my name from Sofia 
Christine Berg to the new 
name of Sofia Christine 
Capasso
The court date will be 
held on August 7, 2024 at 
9:00 a.m. at 106 5th St., 
Oregon, Ogle County, in 
Courtroom #304.
No. 0713
(July 14, 21 and 28, 2024)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does not 
knowingly accept fraudulent 
or deceptive advertising. 
Readers are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate all 
ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does not 
knowingly accept fraudulent 
or deceptive advertising. 
Readers are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate all 
ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone can’t 
ask you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For more 
information, call toll-free 
1-877-FTC-HELP. A public 
service message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does not 
knowingly accept fraudulent 
or deceptive advertising. 
Readers are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate all 
ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a permit 
as a childcare facility, may 
cause to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 

services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any parent 
or guardian to verify the 
validity of the license of 
any facility before placing 
a child in its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, pottery 
& crocks, tin & iron toys, 
sterling silver, decoys. If 
it’s antique, I’m interested 
in looking! Call 815-562-
2928 or email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End Roll- 
Cost Depends on Weight 
of Roll. Available Monday-
Friday 815-562-4171 (8AM-
NOON ONLY) Rochelle 
News Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For Sale. 
Contact 779-251-0254

309 309 

PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, 
or intention to make any 
such preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

Free Kittens to give 
away to good homes.
Very friendly & good 

mousers.
Call Mike at 

815-993-2234

Cute golden  
tabbys and 

others.
Call or Text:  

815-615-1171

Free 
kittens 
to adopt

06
23

20
24

815-262-3900

Refrigerators
Freezers
Washers/Dryers
Stoves
Air Conditioners
Dehumidifiers

New, Used, 
Scratch & Dent

New MilfordNew Milford
RefrigerationRefrigeration

We also 
carry a large 
selection of 
refurbished 
appliances 

with a 
warranty.

6331 6331 11th Street11th Street | Rockford | Rockford

06122024

WANTED: RECORDS
33’s, 45’s and 78’s

Rock, Blues, Jazz, Country, 
Funk, Punk  

(We will look at Anything!) 

Contact Scott:  
815-847-0382

PIA #81

305 305 
WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Hackman • Tonia Holland

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson 
                Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S

F2
01

7

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
F2
02
2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

2023
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF

Pizza • Pastas 
Sandwiches • Salads and Lots More!

                  • Best Pizza • Pasta  
• Italian Restaurant  

• Appetizer/small plate  
  • Family Restaurant • Local Business

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2020

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2021

SINCE 1967

815.562.7300 
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up

1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL • vincespizzainrochelle.com

Ordering Online is 
easy when you use 

our QR Code!
We are Proud to Support 

the Rochelle Hubs!

H
U

BS
F

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Visit your local Culver’s restaurant:

Culver’s of Rochelle
1060 Dement Road, Rochelle, IL

(815) 561-9720
culvers.com

JULY2024

DOUBLE BUTTERBURGER 
WITH CHEESE

FRESH, NEVER 
FROZEN 

MIDWEST 
BEEF COOKED 

AFTER YOU 
ORDER.

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Former Rochelle soccer standout Lizbeth Milan will be continuing her academics and 
athletics at Saint Xavier University in Chicago. Milan has spent the last two years with 
the Kishwaukee College women’s soccer program.

(PHOTO COURTESY OF KISHWAUKEE COLLEGE ATHLETICS)

Milan moving up to 
Saint Xavier University

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

FORMER Rochelle soccer standout 
Lizbeth Milan has been a leader 
since she first earned her starting 

defensive role with the Lady Hubs during 
her freshman season. A two-time Interstate 
8 All-Conference honoree at RTHS, Milan 
continued her academics and her soccer 
career at Kishwaukee College, where she 
once again emerged as a leader for the 
Lady Kougars.

“Since high school and Kishwaukee 
College, I have played the role of a leader,” 
Milan said. “For me, being a leader isn’t 
just about barking orders at the team. For 
me, being a leader is about motivating, 
supporting and sharing my passion for 
soccer with my fellow teammates.”

Despite a shortened freshman season and 
a tough sophomore season, Milan worked 
to motivate and support her teammates, 
starting all of the team’s 17 matches over 
her two years with the Lady Kougars. Milan 
will once again take her talents and her 
leadership abilities to a new level, as the 
former Lady Hub will transfer to Chicago’s 
Saint Xavier University in the NAIA.

“I chose Saint Xavier because it offers 
one of the best speech pathology majors 
in the state and the women’s soccer team 
has been very good these past couple of 
years,” Milan said. “I’m looking forward 
to the competitiveness that the NAIA has 
to offer. The NAIA has a variety of players 

with different talents and skills. I’m hoping 
to bring my competitiveness to the team.”

Milan started four games on defense 
during her freshman season with the 
Lady Kougars, dishing out one assist as 
Kishwaukee College finished with a 1-3 
record before the remainder of the season 
was canceled due to a myriad of injuries. 
Despite the shortened season, Milan and 
the Lady Kougars returned in 2023 with 
a full roster that featured multiple former 
Rochelle athletes. Milan remained a start-
ing defender as a sophomore, appearing in 
all 13 matches.

“I think I have improved in both the 
tactical and technical sides of soccer,” 
Milan said. “I have always been able to 
read the game of soccer only a couple 
minutes into the match. I have gotten a lot 
stronger and I’ve become more confident 
in the way I play… I hope to get stronger 
and more confident in my soccer skills. 
The NAIA has many skillful players and 
many of those players also transferred in 
from the JUCO level. I’m excited to play 
at a higher level.”

Milan will be majoring in communica-
tion sciences and disorders while playing 
soccer at Saint Xavier. She said she intends 
on earning her bachelor’s degree at Saint 
Xavier before moving on to complete 
a master’s degree in speech pathology. 
With her education, Milan said she aims 
to become a bilingual speech pathologist 
and work either in a school setting or her 
own practice.
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