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LOTS hosts public meetings on potential

plans for bus route, microtransit in Rochelle
Potential route includes Walmart, RCH, The REC and more

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On
Thursday, the Lee-Ogle
Transportation System
hosted two public meet-
ings in Rochelle concern-
ing its plans for public
transit in Rochelle, in-
cluding a potential devi-
ated fixed bus route and
a microtransit service
alternative.

Residents and commu-
nity stakeholders were
invited to attend the meet-
ing. The first meeting
Thursday was attended
by representatives from
LOTS, the Hub City Se-
nior Center, the City of
Rochelle, and the Rochelle
Christian Food Pantry.
LOTS has been conduct-
ing a study since early this
year on the feasibility of
fixed-route bus services in
Rochelle and Dixon. The
meetings and the study are
being carried outby public
transportation consultants
RLS & Associates.

LOTS and RLS & As-
sociates aim to evaluate
options for fixed-route bus
service to enhance access
to workplaces, medical
care, education, shopping,
recreation, and more for

Distance Willin
wheelchair) to

residents in Rochelle. The
project team is eager to
hear from a diverse range
of'stakeholders, including
senior citizens, individu-
als with disabilities, transit
riders and non-riders,
students, and anyone who
values transportation as a
vital community resource.

RLS & Associates Con-
sultant Christy Campoll
and Associate Zach Kin-
cade discussed a prelim-
inary route that’s been

put together on Thursday.
The route would begin in
the downtown area near
the city’s parking lots off
North Main Street and
would proceedto the areas
of Rochelle Community
Hospital, Walmart, The
REC Center, the Rochelle
Christian Food Pantry,
Willis Avenue near new
apartment developments,
to Rochelle Foods, and
back to its start. The route
would take around 45

g to Walk (or travel in a
a Bus Stop if Using a Bus Route

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
On Thursday, the Lee-Ogle Transportation System hosted two public meetings in
Rochelle concerning its plans for public transit in Rochelle, including a potential
deviated fixed bus route and a microtransit service alternative.

minutes to an hour. The
plansarenotfinalized. The
eight-month study will be
wrapped up in August and
afinal report will be made.

“This would be like a
standard city bus route
where the bus arrives at
each stop every hour and
provides access to desti-
nations around the city,”
Campoll said. “We do
think a route is feasible.”

See LOTS page 3

City looking
to add more

art downtown

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The
City of Rochelle recently
circulated a request for
proposals from area art-
ists for future art instal-
lations in public spaces
in the community.

The RFP came as a
result of the city com-
missioning a mural on
the back of the Hub City
Furniture building which
now overlooks the city’s
parking lots east of Lin-
coln Highway. That mural
was painted by Mat and
Mandey Steder and was
the city’s first. The city
has since contemplated
the idea of adding more
art throughout the com-
munity.

The RFPleft the poten-
tial location for artworks
up to artists, allowing
city-owned or private

property.
See CITY page 2

Ribbon cutting held Thursday for Royal Scoop in Rochelle

‘We’ll be here for you to give

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On
Thursday, a ribbon cut-
ting was held for Royal
Scoop, Rochelle’s newest
ice cream shop at 316 N.
6th St.

The business is owned
by Jon and Marcela Nuy-
en, who also own Zig
Zag Antiques & More.
The space Royal Scoop
now occupies was for-
merly All Things New
& Used Furniture. Royal
Scoop is open noon to 8
p-m. Monday-Sunday and
serves over 25 flavors of
ice cream and more.

The ribbon cutting
Thursday featured re-
marks from Rochelle
Chamber of Commerce
Executive Director Tri-
cia Herrera, Mayor John
Bearrows and the Nuyens.

“This is a celebra-
tion for Rochelle and the
downtown area,” Herrera
said. “We met with the
owners many months ago
about the idea. They put
a lot of hard work into
it. What a transformation
the space has undergone.
Royal Scoop is a hit on
social media. Everyone is
following them and taking
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On Thursday, a ribbon cutting was held for Royal Scoop, Rochelle’s newest ice cream shop at 316 N. 6th St. The
business is owned by Jon and Marcela Nuyen, who also own Zig Zag Antiques & More.

pictures and posting them.
Thank you guys so much.
We always say that when
you open a business,
we know you can put it
anywhere and we’re al-
ways very happy that you
choose Rochelle. We wish

v '_,J/C:? DOJJ:JJ:&J
y, every time you use

PU RC H AS E you liman Bank Debit Calffl.

a $1.00 donation will be
- made to local non-profit

s up to $15,000!

you nothing but the best.”

Bearrows also thanked
the Nuyens for choosing
Rochelle for their busi-
nesses.

“You now have a part-
nership with the chamber
and the city.” Bearrows

said. “Anything you need
as a business can be talk-
ed about with us. As we
did during the pandemic,
we’re here to support our
small businesses and large
businesses alike. We’re
supportive of programs

that help them. Don’t be
a stranger to the chamber
or the city. Welcome to
Rochelleand thisisa great
use of existing space.”

See ROYAL SCOOF
page 2
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CITY: Rochelle officials discuss addlng future artworks

From page 1

The city received one
submission from the RFP
before its deadline and
two proposals after the
deadline.

For the addition of
future artworks in the
city, a committee has
been established includ-
ing City Manager Jeff
Fiegenschuh, City Com-
munity Development
Director Michelle Pease
and representatives from
local businesses and or-
ganizations.

The city has an inter-
view planned in July with
the artist that submitted
their proposal by the
deadline, Pease said.

“He’s an artist from
Chicago that does murals
all over in small commu-

nities, so we’re ex01ted
to see where that goes,”
Pease said. “That pro-
posal was just different
visions of what Rochelle
is. It’d maybe be a sky-
diver, a Hub or a train.
His proposal was almost
like a postcard. He said
he’d be open to anything.
I’m always of the mind
to keep it neutral so it’s
something everyone can
enjoy.”

The budget for this
year’s art installation
is about $10,000, Fie-
genschuh said. A future
mural or art installation
will likely be smaller
than the Steders’ mural
and if the budget allows,
there may be more than
one mural or installation.

Pease said the timeline
and budget for the project
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will be discussed with the
artistat the July meeting.
She hopes to have the
art installation done by
Oct. 1.

Potential locations for
a mural include the side
of Midwestern Clothing
Company on 4th Ave-
nue where the city has
potential plans for an
urban park nextdoor. The
city has also discussed
the wall on the corner
of Lincoln Avenue and
Lincoln Highway where
it plans to demolish the
former bank drive up
property and construct
a parking lot.

“We’ve also thought
about something on the
7th Street curve where
our planting area is on the
northside that we could
put something there that
would have a mural that
people could stop and
take pictures in front of,”
Pease said. “We’re open
to anywhere. If there are
business owners that are
interested, please call us.
The VFW is interested
in potentially doing a
patriotic mural on its
building. We’re open to
anything.”

Pease called the recent
mural east of Lincoln
Highway painted by the
Steders “a feather in the
city’s cap.” Since it was
finished, it’s acted as a
backdrop for events in
the area and high school-
ers attending Prom have

taken pictures in front
of it.

The city parking lot
the mural overlooks will
soon be the site of other
improvements including
running electrical lines
underground, recon-
structing the parking
lot, and the addition of a
publicrestrooms, storage
and stage structure.

“That mural spruced
the whole area up,” Fie-
genschuh said. “As our
downtown improvement
project moves forward,
that mural is only going
to add to the experience
down there. I'm glad
we did it, and I think
it’s another reason the

mayor and council have
been supportive of do-
ing more murals. It was
such a positive project
and totally exceeded
my expectations. Mat
and Mandey are very
talented. It was our first
mural and the amount
of positive comments
and their artistic ability
and commitment to the
community made it a
great focal point. When
we get all that work
done down there and the
power lines removed and
we can have a structure
for events down there,
it will be even more
of a focal point for the
community.”

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
For the addition of future artworks in the city, a committee has been established

including City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh, City Community Development Director
Michelle Pease and representatives from local businesses and organizations.

Pease said that the
addition of murals has
become more common
in towns around the area
lately. Fiegenschuh said
they bring positivity to
the community and he’d
like to see more of them.

“Public art is a very
good thing,” Fiegen-
schuh said. “It brings
people together. I find it
to be aesthetically pleas-
ing and it makes me feel
good. It brings people to
the community to take
pictures and see. It adds
aesthetic beauty to your
community and shows
that we take pride in our
town. It would be great
to have more of them.”

ROYAL SCOOP: Ceremony held for ice cream shop

From page 1

The Nuyens moved to
Creston about three years
ago and looked at invest-
ing in real estate and busi-
nesses in the local area.
That’show they gotstarted

3ZTH ANNUAL

o

SATURDAY,
JULY 13TH

with Zig Zag Antiques &
More before buying the
space that Royal Scoop
now occupies.

“We wanted something
more,” Jon Nuyen said.
“We looked around and
wanted to do something to

give back to the communi-
ty that it doesn’t have. We
thought aboutice cream. |
guessitwas agood choice.
It’s unfolding now. With
the help of the city and
chamber and everybody,
we’re doing it. It’s been

anuphill battle, but it hap-
pened pretty quick. We’d
like to thank everyone for
being supportive of us.
We’ll be here for you to
give something back to
the community. Just like
it’s given us.”

Serving FREE hot dogs at
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Beauty Bar

Prescott Brothers Ford

Royal Scoop
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Jeff Perry
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~ Silgan Containers
Hub City Car Wash
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almart
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Ketchup
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LOTS: Public meetings held to discuss potential routes in Rochelle

From page 1

“We’re bringing plans
tothe community so LOTS
can implement the service
and get ready to launch
it and start work in the
community about the
availability of the service.”

LOTS currently pro-
vides an advanced res-
ervation-based, shared-
ride public transportation
system in Lee and Ogle
counties, operating Mon-
day-Friday 6a.m.to 6 p.m.
The in-town fare is $2 ($1
for seniors, veterans and
those with disabilities).
The out-of-town fee is
capped at $10 or $5 for
the discounted categories.
That service would remain
and the fixed route would
be in addition to it.

“That service is more
for rural areas where
there’s not a whole lot
of population,” Campoll
said. “With a fixed-route
bus, we’re able to do
something that’s more
convenient and cost ef-
fective in a denser area.
People can just walk to a
bus stop rather than calling
for a ride. We think this
would be a good option
for residents of the city
and we’re excited to move
forward.”

Also discussed Thurs-
day was the idea of an
additional microtransit
shuttle bus service to go
to different employers in
the city’s industrial park
area. That would be a fu-
ture expansion to the route

and a shuttle bus would
take riders from a nearby
stop on the main route to
employers.

An expanded micro-
transit alternative to the
fixed bus route is also
under consideration for
the future that would make
stops in all of Rochelle
available, with named
locations including down-
town, RCH, Walmart, the
industrial park, the airport,
Mighty Vine, and the rail-
road park.

Campoll said the micro-
transit alternative would
be more expensive to
operate than a fixed bus
route and could involve
three vehicles operating in
a similar manner to Uber.
That concept would be
a larger undertaking and
expansion of a bus route
concept.

For the fixed bus route,
LOTS would work with
the city to install bus
stop signs, Campoll said.
Aspects of the work that
remain under consider-
ation at this point include
the size of buses, funding
from the Department of
Transportation, the cost
to ride, and hours.

Potential hours men-
tioned by Campoll Thurs-
dayincluded from 8 a.mto
4 p.m. Monday-Friday, 7
a.m.to 6 p.m. Monday-Fri-
day, and possible service
on Saturdays.

The next steps in the
process will be to get
more community input
on routes and schedules,

budgeting, and making a
five-year plan.

Campoll and Kincade
detailed statistics found
from the community sur-
vey that received over
200 responses Thursday.
61 percent of respondents
said they drive themselves,
26 percent said a friend
or family member drives
them, 19 percent said they
use LOTS, six percent
said they walk or use a
wheelchair, three percent
said they use a service
for seniors or people with
disabilities, two percent
use abike, and two percent
responded other.

Thirty eight percent of
Rochelle resident respon-
dents said they’d use a bus
routeregularly, 36 percent
said they’duseitoccasion-
ally, and 18 percent said
they know someone who
would use it.

Eighty three percent
of Rochelle resident re-
spondents said they’d use
a bus route for shopping/
errands, 68 percent said
they’d use it for medical
appointments, 65 percent
said they’d use it for work,
25 percent said they’d use
it for youth/after school
activities, 22 percent said
they’d use it for K-12
school, 18 percent said
they’d use it for college/
post-secondary education,
16 percent said they’d use
it for childcare and 11
percent said other.

For distance they’d be
willing to walk or travel in
awheelchair to a bus stop,

d
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Industrial park

(COURTESY PHOTO)

LOTS currently provides an advanced reservation-based, shared-ride public
transportation system in Lee and Ogle counties, operating Monday-Friday 6 a.m.

to 6 p.m

23 percentofRochelleres-
idents said one block, 50
percent said two or three

blocks, 15 percent said
a quarter of a mile, five
percent said a half mile,

one percent said a quarter
of a mile, and six percent
said one mile.

Kish President Dr. Laurie Borowicz wins Gary W. Davis Ethical Leadership Award

LOMBARD — Dr.
Laurie Borowicz, president
of Kishwaukee College,
was recognized as the re-
cipient ofthe 2024 Gary W.
Davis Ethical Leadership
Award by the Illinois Com-
munity College Trustees
Association (ICCTA) at
the ICCTA Annual Con-
vention on Friday, June 7,
in Lombard.

The Gary W. Davis
Ethical Leadership Award
honors individuals who
have made outstanding
contributions to the pursuit
and support of ethical lead-
ership and decision-making
in their fields of work
and volunteer service. Dr.
Borowicz, who has served
as Kish’s president since
2016, was nominated for
the award by the College’s
Senior Leadership Team
and the Kish Board of
Trustees.

“I am honored to be the
recipient of the Gary W.
Davis Ethical Leadership

Award. Gary exemplified
great leadership during his
18-yeartenurewith ICCTA.
Beingnominated by my ex-
ecutive team and the Board
of Kishwaukee College for
this award is quite hum-
bling,” Dr. Borowicz said.

As president, Dr. Boro-
wicz has focused on im-
proving campus culture
through transparency, eq-
uitable initiatives, and da-
ta-driven decision-making,
includingadopting the Col-
lege’s Civility Statement,
creating the Annual Data
Book, and eliminating stu-
dent fees to improve cost
transparency.

“As college leaders,
our focus is to make the
best decisions for our stu-
dents. Dr. Borowicz has
not wavered from this
principle despite many
difficult decisions over
her years of service,” said
Bob Johnson, Kishwaukee
College Board chair. “Dr.
Borowicz has provided fair
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Though they need to be seen in person to be
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impressive ears or what!? I'm Thor and | want a home, of course! I'm a friendly guy

who knows a bunch of commands. And | adore treats! I'd make a great agility dog.

I have plenty of energy, like any young dog my age, but not more than most. I've

lived with a small dog in the past and did well with it. And you might have seen me

playing up a storm on a Tails FB live video with one of my new friends here. Please

make my wish come true...adopt me today!

and honestleadershipwhile
positioning the College
for future success and has
shown a steadfast devotion
to creating a welcoming
environment for the entire
Kish community.”

The Kish Board rec-
ognized Dr. Borowicz for
her award during their
Tuesday meeting. During
the meeting, Dr. Borowicz
stated the College will con-
tinue to focus on respectful
and ethical leadership and
acknowledged the many
collaborators who have
helped make these initia-
tives a reality at Kish.

“Leading organizations,
especially institutions of
higher education, is com-
plex. There are many we
serve — students, faculty
and staff, boards, business
and community leaders,
donors, legislators, and tax-
payers. I accept this award
onbehalfofthose whowork
with and beside me, those
who have listened and sup-

ROCHELLE
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others,” Dr. Borowicz said.

To learn more about
Kishwaukee College’s
commitment to ethical

(COURTESY PHOTO)
Dr. Laurie Borowicz, president of Kishwaukee College, was named the recipient
of the 2024 Gary W. Davis Ethical Leadership Award at the lllinois Community
College Trustees Association Annual Banquet in Lombard. Pictured (left to right)
are Dr. Robert Hammon, board vice-chair; Kathleen Spears, board secretary; Dr.
Borowicz; and Bob Johnson, board chair.

leadership, including di-
versity, equity, inclusion
and accessibility, visit kish.
edu/diversity.
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The Mt. Morris Jamboree is pleased to announce the highly-anticipated return
of Chicago’s oldies rock and roll band, The StingRays, to our band shell for a free

two-hour concert on July 5 from 7-9 p.m.

The StingRays to play Mt. Morris July 5

MT. MORRIS —The
Mt. Morris Jamboree is
pleased to announce the
highly-anticipated return
of Chicago’s oldies rock
and roll band, The Sting-
Rays, to our band shell
for a free two-hour con-
cert on July 5 from 7-9
p.m. Everyone fortunate
enough to have seen this
exciting and engaging act
will fondly remember the
dynamic stage presence
of this wonderful band
and will attest to the “do
not miss” grade level of
their show.

The StingRays play the
greatest music ever writ-
ten and they play it with
the energy, passion and
authenticity of the artists
whose music they love.
Theirmusic, great rapport
with audiences, their look
and the famous Sting-
Ray moves have made
themrepeated favorites at
festivals, concert series,
and parties throughout

the Midwest. The Sting-
Raysloveinteracting with
audiences through trivia,
dance contests and joining
people in the audience.
The StingRays always
get the crowd singing and
dancing to songs from the
50s through the 70s.
Concessions for the
evening will be pro-
vided the Ogle County
Beef Producers, serving
ribeye steak sandwich-
es, third-pound ham-
burgers/cheeseburgers,
quarter-pound all-beef
hotdogs, and water. The
LFR Committee will be
serving root beer floats
too. Grandpa’s Ice Cream
and Bill’s Famous Lem-
onade will be there as
well. All starting at 6
p.m. Ewe and Me Acres
will have a fresh produce
stand with a variety of
fruits, vegetables, baked
goods, jams, jellies and
dog treats on the Campus
along with other craft

(COURTESY PHOTO)

and plant vendors, from
5-8 p.m.

The LFR Car Show
will be happening that
night from 4-8 p.m. on
Wesley Avenue. in front
ofthe bandshell during the
concert. It’s also Alumni
Night on the Campus that
evening and all Mounders
are encouraged to attend!

On either side of the
band shell the Sandstone
Encore Art Gallery will
feature a new show and
the new location of the
Mt. Morris Historical
Museum in the newly-ren-
ovated College Hall will
both be open during the
concert.

Please bring a blanket
or chair, or enjoy the new
benches and join the fun
on our beautiful, historic
campus in the center of
Mt. Morris, two blocks
south of Illinois Route
64 on Wesley Avenue and
enjoy the free Rock and
Roll concert.

Rick Lindy and the Wild Ones
to play Mt. Morris July 4

MT. MORRIS —
Rick Lindy and the Wild
Ones return to town
after their rousing debut
performance at the Mt.
Morris Jamboree on June
14 to play a free concert
for the Let Freedom Ring

Festival on July 4 from
6-8 p.m. at the former
DLR School, located at
105 W. Brayton Road.
They’vebeen performing
Rock and Roll hits of the
1950s, 1960s and 1970s
as well as surf, rock-a-

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT
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Chris Ackland at 8155612153
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Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters,
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621 First Ave., Rochelle

Lic# 055-013999
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billy and original songs
for over 20 years and af-
ter their impressive show
here in June, many of
the 950 people who saw
him that night are sure to
want to return to see this
dynamic band again.
Concessions for the
evening will be provided
by the Let Freedom Ring
Committee, who will be
serving sloppy joes, hot
dogs, chips, soda, water
androot beer floats. Bill’s
Famous Lemonade will

WH
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OBITUARIES

Margaret Ellen
Dymond Laubach

BENZONIA, Mich.
— Margaret Ellen Dy-
mond Laubach, 95 years
old, died July 1,2024, less
thanamile from where she
was born. Margaret was
born February 5, 1929 in
Benzonia, Michigan to
James E. and Ellen (Mac-
Neish) Dymond.

Margaret grew up in
Benzie County onanapple
and cherry orchard north
of Honor on Dymond
Road, participating in
4H and attending Honor
schools, graduating vale-
dictorian at Honor High
School. Margaret then at-
tended Rockford College
(Ilinois) and Michigan
State University.

Following graduation
she taught in Battle Creek
where she met George
and married June 20,
1953. Starting her family
in Rockford, Illinois they
moved to Rochelle, Illi-
noisin 1962 where George
began an Optometry prac-
tice. Margaret and family
traveled to Benzie County
every year to vacation on
the orchard and later a
family cottage on Platte
Lake.

In Rochelle, Marga-
ret and George attended
Ist Presbyterian Church,

hosted many family and
friends’ dinners and gath-
erings, and were active in
many civic organizations.
Margaret was instrumen-
tal as founding member
of'the Rochelle League of
Women Voters and presi-
dent. Margaret prepared
huge Thanksgiving and
Christmas dinners that
were attended by family
near and far, and included
large family solitaire card
games which were very
competitive and fun.

Upon retirement, Mar-
garet and George moved
to Benzie County, to be
near their childhood roots
and family. Margaret con-
tinued to host dinners and
holiday gatherings, baking
cherry and apple pies,
makingjam from seasonal
fruits, and attending St.
Andrews Presbyterian
Church. Margaret also
spent many years tutoring
children volunteering at
the Benzie Historical Mu-
seum, creating an exhibit
of the pioneer orchard
families of Benzie County,
to include the Dymond
Orchards.

Margaret was preceded
in death by her parents,
husband Dr. George E.
Laubach, brother James

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT

OREGON — On June
25 at approximately 1:30
a.m. deputies arrived in
the 200 block of Mulberry
Laneinrural Dixonregard-
ing a reported domestic
battery. After an initial
investigation, deputies
placed Christopher K.
Valdivieso, 32, of Dixon,
under arrest for domestic

battery. Valdivieso was
transported to the Ogle
County Jail and was held
pending an appearance
before a judge.
OnJune25at10:40p.m.
deputies conductedatraffic
stop in the area of South
Woodlawn Road and East
South Malta Road. After a
brief investigation, depu-

E.Dymond, and daughter-
in-law Sally Brown Lau-
bach. She is survived by
her sister Edith Dymond
Overlease, three children
Susan (Tony) Baynard,
Jim Laubach (Lynn He-
line), and Skip (Beth)
Laubach, grandchildren
Parker “Ruth” Laubach
and Elizabeth Laubach,
and nieces and nephews.

Margaret cherished
family, friends and her
spiritual studies. She will
be held closely by all who
knew her.

Services will be held at
St. Andrews Presbyterian
Church in Beulah, Mich-
igan on Saturday, July 6,
2024 at 11 am, visitation
starting at 10 am. A lun-
cheon at the Church will
follow the service.

Memorial donations
may be made to St. An-
drew Presbyterian Church
and Benzie Historical
Museum.

ties arrested Derrick Pryor,
36, of DeKalb, for driving
while license suspended.
Pryor was released on a
notice to appear court date
of July 10 at 9 a.m. Pryor
was additionally cited for
expired registration.

Allindividuals are con-
sidered innocent until
proven guilty.

Stillman Bank’s Mecklenburg passes
away in hiking accident in Colorado

STILLMAN VAL-
LEY — Stillman Bank
recently announced the
unexpected passing of
Executive Vice President
and Chief Operating Offi-
cer David Mecklenburg in
a Facebook post June 18.

Mecklenburg, of
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Rockford, was 56 years
old. He passed away
due to a hiking accident
in Clear Creek County,
Colorado on June 14.
At 2:20 p.m. that day, the
Alpine Rescue Team in
the area was notified of a
stranded party on a cliff-
band above St. Mary’s
Glacier, and 25 members
began a non-emergent
response. While inroute it
was determined the party
was not stranded and had
instead fallen, and that
they were unresponsive,
an Alpine Rescue Team
Facebook post said.
With that additional
information the response
was upgraded to emer-
gent and Flight For Life
Colorado was requested
to respond,” the Alpine
Rescue Team Facebook
postsaid. “Teams climbed
to the subject and de-
termined they were de-
ceased. The team com-
pleted a technical evac
of the subject down the
slope and brought them
out of the field. Our sin-
cerest condolences to our
subject and their family.”
Mecklenburg started
at the bank in April 1994
and recently celebrated
30 years of service. He
most recently worked
out of the bank’s Still-
man Valley location. He

has also held the roles of
marketing coordinator,
marketing director, loan
review officer, and chief
credit officer during his
time at the bank.

“David has been a val-
ued member of the team
for the past 30 years and
will be deeply missed,” a
Stillman Bank Facebook
post said. “He exhibited
all of our core values on
a daily basis and played
a big part in the bank’s
success over the years.
David had a tremendous
work ethic and a desire to
always keep learning new
things. Those traits served
him well as evidenced by
all the different leadership
positions he held over the
years and is alarge reason
he enjoyed much success.
Despite his accomplish-
ments, he was always
mostproud of the relation-
ships he established over
time with co-workers and
customers. He got great
satisfaction in watching
them grow and accom-
plish their goals and
dreams. In all respects,
he was the consummate
bank professional but was
an even better friend, hus-
band, father, and person.
We will miss him greatly
but his impact on our
organization will be felt
for years to come.”

Report policy

Any arrests listed

in this paper are
merely charges and
the defendants are
presumed innocent
unless proven guilty in
a court of law.

Please note that

all police reports
received from the

Rochelle Police, the
Ogle County Sheriff’s
Department and the
lllinois State Police, will
be printed without
exception.

Requests to omit
particular reports will
not be considered or
honored at any time.
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ON THE FARM

Jonomac Orchard succeeds over insect, weather challenges

By PHYLLIS COULTER
FARMWEEK

MALTA — Two
wagonloads of specialty
growers were guided
through rows of apples
at Jonamac Orchard and
learned how this year’s
crop was saved from frost
damage.

The U-pick orchard,
part of a 105-acre fami-
ly-owned farm in DeKalb
County, consists of more
than 20,000 trees growing
more than 30 varieties of
apples.

Spychal and McArtor
family members shared
some apple-growing chal-
lenges and triumphs June
6 atthe Summer Horticul-
ture Field Day organized
by the Illinois State Hor-
ticultural Society.

When temperatures at
the DeKalb County farm
drop to 29 degrees for an
hour, the orchard can lose
10% of the apple crop,
said Mike Spychal, one of
Jonamac’s owners.

And if the temperature
falls to 25 degrees, crop
loss can grow to 90%.

Raising the tempera-
ture by 4 degrees matters.
“It’s the difference be-
tween having a season or
not,” Spychal said.

The orchard invested in
two frost machines — ba-
sically a helicopter blade
onatall tower—and used
them twice this year. Each

cost $40,000.

But saving the crop
required more than ma-
chines alone; manual
labor was also needed.

Workers place barrels
with wood from pruning
trees among the rows of
appletrees that create heat
for the frost machines to
distribute. The team must
light 180 fires throughout
the orchard, often about
midnight.

And frostisn’tthe only
challenge for the orchard.

Jenna Spychal, Mike’s
wife, and the granddaugh-
ter of founders Jerry and
Mary Lynn McArtor, is
leading the orchard’s fight
against codling moths,
whose larvae can tun-
nel fruit and produce
“wormy” apples.

“It’s the first time we
tried mating disruption,”
she said. She demon-
strated how she puts the
disrupter on the trees with
a long pole, tree by tree.

The Jonamac team
also uses a trap system.
By monitoring the traps,
they also know when
the threshold has been
reached to spray, said
KaciAthey, University of
Illinois entomologist and
assistant professor.

While the family could
control frost damage,
trees in one part of the
orchard showed signs of
winter damage, several to
the point of dying.

&

Jenna Spychal demonstrates how she installs a codling moth mating disruptor to apple trees at the lllinois
State Horticultural Society’s summer field day at Jonamac Orchards in Malta on June 6.

Mohammad Baba-
doost, a plant pathologist
and U of | professor, said
he has seen more winter
damage problems in cen-
tral and northern Illinois
in the past several years.

When the tree’s vas-
cular system suffers from

winter damage, the tree is
more susceptible to fungi,
he said.

“It’s beyond a pathol-
ogy problem. We need
more research on why this
ishappening,” Babadoost
said. “It’s complex.”

Mike Spychal said the

dead and dying trees will
be removed and drainage
improved in that area
before replanting.
Babadoost praised the
management of Jonamac
Orchard. “This is one of
the cleanest orchards,
disease-wise, in Illinois,”

the pathologist said.
This story was dis-
tributed through a coop-
erative project between
Illinois Farm Bureau and
the Illinois Press Associ-
ation. For more food and
farming news, visit Farm-
WeekNow.com.

Summer presentations continue for

OREGON —Agricul-
ture in the Classroom is
a statewide educational
program with lessons
offered to kindergarten
through eighth grade. Its
goal is to help students,
teachers, and the public
gain greater awareness of
the role of agriculture in
the economy and society.
The program is presented
at area organizations and

group meetings during
the summer. Melinda
Colbert, the Ag Literacy
coordinator for Ogle and
Carroll Counties, has
presented at the Oregon
Rotary and the Carroll
County Farm Bureau’s
Prime Time/4Cs Com-
mittee. Ag in the Class-
room (AITC) is offered
through University of
Illinois Extensionin Ogle

and Carroll Counties in
partnership with Ogle
County Farm Bureau,
Carroll County Farm Bu-
reau, Ogle County Soil &
Water, and Carroll County
Soil & Water.

Melinda grew up on
a farm in the Leaf River
area, which included
dairy and beef cows,
sheep, and chickens.
She graduated from For-

L)

(COURTESY PHOTO)

The Rotary Club of Oregon was pleased to have Melinda Colbert from Illinois
Extension discussing Agriculture in the Classroom program. Left to right: Stan
Eden, Julie Mann and Melinda Colbert.

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

* Residential & Commercial

Concrete
e Additions

Conslrruclion, Inc.

FREE
ESTIMATES!

Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

reston High School in
1993. After high school,
she attended Lakeland
College in Sheboygan,
Wisconsin, and graduated
with abachelor ofscience
in secondary education
and math.

After graduating from

college, Melinda was
the program director for
the Sheboygan Boys &
Girls Club. She returned
to Lakeland College as a
hall director and summer
camps and conferences
director. Since returning
to the Leaf River area,

Ogle Carroll Ag Literacy coordinator

Melinda has held several
positions with the Univer-
sity of Illinois Extension
in Ogle County, including
4-H community work-
er and fiscal secretary.
Melinda has been the
Ag Literacy coordinator
since 2007.
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Put me in coach: History of girls sports at RTHS

was created allow-

ing the Rochelle
school to award high
school degrees. The first
graduating high school
class of 1874 consisted
of three students, Emma
Stratford, May Parks and
Kitty Parker. Three young
ladies and zero young
men. But this is the story
of sport, more specifically
girls’ sports at Rochelle
High School.

On Saturday, Feb. 24,
2024, 1 followed the prog-
ress of a little lady named
Dempsey Atkinson at the
[llinois State wrestling
championships. Dempsey
competed against other
girls and fought her way
to fifth place. Dempsey is
the first female wrestler to
qualify for the state cham-
pionships and this is the
second year she has made
the trip. Boys have been
wrestling since 1955 and
have earned 17 medals
at the state tournament.
Girls (Dempsey) have
been competing for two
years against other girls
and earned one medal.
Dempsey has pinned five
opponents at the state
championships and now
holds the Rochelle record
formost pins in one season
atthe state tournament and
most cumulative pins at
the state tournament.

Boys have been par-

IN 1869acurriculum

ticipating in high school
sports for almost as long
as there has been school.
Boys were competing
in organized track since
1897 and football from
1899. The young men
were touted as heroes,
and became small town
legends for their exploits
on the field of competi-
tion. For the gentler sex,
the options were not as
available. Fortunately, the
young ladies of Rochelle
High School were not
willing to sit back and
cheer for the boys.

The 1907 Tatler
(school yearbook) refers
to basketball as a “minor
sport which has never
aroused much interest in
our school.” “Neverthe-
less the girls of our high
school have organized a
team which in the past
two seasons have played
very well among them-
selves.” Based on this
we can infer that girls’
athletics at Rochelle High
School began in either
1905 or 1906. The one
caveat was that the girls
could only compete with-
in the school. The Illinois
High School Athletic
Association, founded in
1900, had determined that
member schools could not
allow girls to compete
against other schools.
Another problem was
that Rochelle High had

no gymnasium, the girls
could play basketball but
it was played outside and
generally not on school
property.

By 1918 Ms. Craw-
ford had a steady hand
on the ladies’ sports and
basketball was joined by
volleyball, archery, hiking
and other activities. The
advancement of athletics
was still slowed by the
lack of a gymnasium. The
Coliseum (today’s Hub
City Furniture)
allowed use of
their second floor
for basketball but
this was a limited
space at best. In
1921 a new high
school was con-
structed on Sev-
enth Street. This
building offered
a gymnasium for
the first time in high
school sports. “The time
is certainly approaching
when the value of girls’
athletics will be generally
recognized. Girls, as well
as boys, need to learn
teamwork — the subordi-
nation of the individual
for the good of the team:
they need to learn to be
“good sports,” touted the
1921 Tatler. The addition
of a gymnasium might
not have opened the door
for girls’ sports, but it did
open the door for women
to begin taking physical

education classes. In 1924
girls began taking P.E.
The Girls Athletic As-
sociation (GAA) was
introduced about 1924,
Finally, it began to look
like girls would have a
path to organized com-
petitive sports in high
school. Not so fast. GAA
merely helped to organize
intra-mural competition.
Girls were only allowed to
compete within their own
school. On the positive
side, the school
did develop a
method by which
girls could earn
their “R”. For the
boys the standards
had been set in
1911. Any boy
who competed in

Tom
McDermott foyr full halves of

football or placed

in an inter-scho-
lastic track meet qualified
for a varsity “R”. For the
ladies the requirements
were slightly more di-
verse: Faithful work, reg-
ular attendance, courtesy,
and effort. Cleaning teeth
twice a day, eight consec-
utive hours of sleep with
open windows, beginning
no later than 10:30, bathe
twice weekly. Drink one
glass of water uponrising,
eating three regular meals
each day, eating nothing
between meals except
fresh fruit, graham crack-
ers, bread. Finally min-

imum percentages were
set for shooting baskets,
serving in volleyball, and
throwing a softball. In the
first year the girls could
win their numeral (the last
two numbers of the year
they would graduate) if
they acquired 150 points.
The second year they
would receive a stripe if
they received another 150
points. Third year was a
repeat of the second, earn
150 points and receive
a second stripe. In their
senior year a girl could
finally receive her “R” but
only if she was awarded
another 150 points. To
complicate the process,
one could only be award-
ed 150 points in any one
year and could not make
up for missed years. The
GAA did allow for one
playday per year. On this
one day the ladies were
allowed to travel to anoth-
er community and “play”
games with students from
another school. By 1970
GAAandtheIllinois High
School Athletic Associa-
tion allowed for two play
daysin a year. Finally, the
ladies had suffered long
enough, they were ready
to play, and arbitrary
rules would no longer be
accepted.

Title IX of the edu-
cation amendment of
1972 opened the door
for girls to participate in

inter-scholastic sports,
and they were ready.
The first girls sport was
tennis in 1973. The first
sport where girls could
compete against girls
from another school. The
first year Rochelle girls’
tennis sent five play-
ers to the Illinois State
Championships. Once
allowed to compete, the
Lady Hubs have refused
to step back. In 2009 Jen
Jenkins became the first
Rochelle female to win a
state championship, seven
more championships have
followed. The Lady Hubs
have earned 66 medals
in state championships
compared to 59 earned by
the boys. The girls have
brought home eight first-
place medals in their 51
years of inter-scholastic
competition compared
to six first-place medals
earned in the 127 they
have been allowed to
compete. Two Rochelle
athletes have earned the
honor to compete at the
state championships all
four years that they at-
tended Rochelle High,
both girls, Linn Beerman
1973-1977 and Megan
Thiravong 2017-2020.

Put me in coach. I’'m
ready to play.

Tom McDermott is a
Flagg Township Museum
historian and Rochelle
city councilman.

Local drug education makes a huge difference

T seems as if every
Icommunity, big or
small, has been im-
pacted by the problems
associated with substance
use and drug overdose.
Within these commu-
nities, these problems
extend into the family
unit, with people becom-
ing addicted and dying
because of drugs.
However, community
drug education and pre-
vention programs canbe a
first line of defense. There
is hope for the younger
generations as they have
more access to prevention
and educationresources to
help them make informed
decisions. In addition,
more informationisavail-
able for parents to equip
them with the tools to help
their kids understand the
dangers and risks associat-

ed with drugs and alcohol.
Substance use pre-
vention, education, and
support resources are
offered across Illinois. For
example, there is the Illi-
nois Helpline for anyone
struggling with substance
use or their loved ones.
Call (833) 234 6343 or
Text HELP to 833234,
The Illinois Depart-
ment of Human Services
operates a drug overdose
prevention program that
provides naloxone and
other support.
Prevention First is a
non-profit that promotes
healthy behaviors and
prevents drug and alcohol
misuse. It offers many
resources for youth and
adults, including training
and assistance programs.
Project OZ also offers
many support programs,

but one aspect is sub-
stance use and suicide
prevention.

Prevention and ed-
ucation information is
valuable in helping indi-
viduals and communities
understand the risks of
excessive alco-
hol use and illic-
it drug use. This
can be especially
valuable during
Fourth of July cel-
ebrations. Binge
drinking around
Independence Day
is typical, and it
is known as one
of the heaviest drinking
holidays of the year. In
social settings, itbecomes
easy to consume too much
alcohol.

According to drug
abuse statistics, Illinois
may have a significant un-

derage drinking problem.
Roughly 20.5% ofIllinois
adults over 18 binge drink
at least once per month.
Annually, there is an
average of 5,151 deaths
in the state attributed to
excessive alcohol use.
Parents also
play an essential
role when provid-
ing drug educa-
tion. They cantake
the initiative to
create aninclusive
and supportive en-
vironment with
their children.
This can equip
them with the tools they
need to make knowledge-
able decisions surround-
ing alcohol and drug use.
Teens and adults all
use drugs and alcohol for
different reasons. Much
of their use is linked to

Jody
Boulay

peer pressure, whether
from peers, in a social
setting, or in the case of
someone they look up to
who they see drinking or
using drugs.

Stressisalsoacommon
factor, and alcohol or
drugs seem like an easy
escape from the problems
of life.

Additionally, environ-
ment and family history
are contributing factors.
Children, for example,
who grow up in house-
holds with heavy drinking
and recreational drug use
are more likely to experi-
ment with drugs.

Any parents wondering
whatto do should consider
starting the conversation
aboutalcohol and druguse
carly. It is also essential
to be calm, loving, and
supportive. Seek out spe-

cializedresources, such as
those offered by county or
non-profit organizations
providing prevention and
education.

Additionally, parents
want to focus on making
it safe for their children
to tell them anything and
never end the conver-
sation, keeping it going
regardless of age.

Local drug education
resources are here to help
with the goal of helping
people of all ages make
knowledgeable decisions
about drugs and alcohol.

Jody Boulay is a moth-
er of two with a passion
for helping others. She
currently works as a
Community Qutreach
Coordinator for DRS to
help spread awareness of
the dangers of drugs and
alcohol.

How to contact
government
officials

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood

1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C.
20515

(202) 225-6201

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

Have a letter you want
to submit to us? Send
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com
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jthompson@hillcrestil.us

flaggtwp@rochelle.net
flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
assessor@rochelle.net
scottseebach@gmail.com

noggle62@gmail.com
egruben@comcast.net
susanhager303@comcast.net
jimk@rocketsupply.com

dickow(@comcast.net
haggestads@comcast.net
kellyjohnson0927@yahoo.com
nicoloff118@comcast.net
alwayslefty2@gmail.com
nitlprl22@yahoo.com
doobs12@comcast.net

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages
responsible letters to the editor on subjects
of interest to our readers. Editing may be
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity
or libel, but ideas will not be altered. All letters
must bear the handwritten signature of the
writer and include address and phone number
or e-mail address for verification purposes.
Neither the street address nor phone number
will be printed. Letters should be typed or

legibly handwritten, and no anonymous letters
will be published. Any letters from boards or
organizations must include at least one name
of an individual. Any criticism of public officials
should be limited to issues related strictly to
their position or actions made in office, as
personal attacks will not be published. Letters
involving private disputes between the writer
and a business will not be published. Political
endorsements will be published, however

of this new

letters from candidates endorsing themselves
will not be printed. Letters may be dropped
at the News-Leader office (211 IL Route 38
East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box
46, Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@
rochellenews-leader.com.) The News-Leader
reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to
the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for
publication do not necessarily reflect the views

spaper.
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GCalendar
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June 7 - Jace Whitehead, Rochelle, $25

June 8 - Don Romes, Rochelle, $25

June 9 - Lucas Kammerer, Dixon, $50

June 10 - RACF, Rochelle, $25

June 11 - Dorothy Bowers, Byron, $25

June 12 - Lane and Sheryl Albrecht, Lake Mills, WI, $25
June 13 - Marisol Esparza, Rochelle, $25

June 14 - Logan Frye, Steward, $25
June 15 - Christine Roberts, Lindenwood, $25
June 16 - Kishwaukee College Foundation, $500
June 17 - Jacquelyn Ackert, Dixon, $25
June 18 - Moncerat Rocha, Rochelle, $25
June 19 - Merrick Jacobs, Glendale, Arizona, $25
June 20 - From the Heart, $25
June 21 - From the Heart, $25
June 22 - Sherrie Welles, Rochelle, $25
June 23 - Megan Ryan, Glendale, Arizona, $50
June 24 - Timothy Moreland, Rochelle, $25
June 25 - Adeline Aubry, Whitefish Bay, WI, $25
June 26 - Angela Wyckoff, Davis Junction, $25
June 27 - RACF, $25

— — ' June 28 - First State Bank, $25
RPD’s Wright presented Headset Hero Award June 29 - Michael Fonfara, Rochelle, $25

/ e s

Rochelle Police Department Chief Pete Pavia awarded RPD Dispatcher Abby Wright with the Headset Hero June 30 - Kyle Elliott, Lakeside, California, $50
Award on June 25 for being the calm voice during a critical incident that happened earlier this year. “Thank July 1 - Danielle Elston, Rochelle, $25

you Abby for your hard work and dedication to the Rochelle Police Department and to the citizens of

Rochelle,” an RPD Facebook post said. “We appreciate you.” July 2 - Marshall Basler, Rochelle, 525

July 3 - Max Etheridge, Rochelle, $25

Esmond’s Johnson earns honors at Highland CC  qyeeN FOR THE CAUSE

FREEPORT —High- pleted 12 credit hours or dean’s list. The Highest students have earned a
land Community Col- more during the semester ~Honors are awarded to GPA between 3.25 and DRAWINGS THURSDAYS 7 P.M. @ LUNA

lege proudly announces and have a minimum students with a perfect 3.49. .
the dean’s list for the 3.25 grade point average 4.0 GPA.HighHonorsare Esmond’s SaraJohnson CURRENT WEEKLY PRIZE: $1,000
spring 2024 semester. (GPA), based on a 4.0 giventostudentswitha3.5 achieved the Honors clas- CURRENT JACKPOT: $11,422

Students who have com-  scale, are included on the  to 3.99 GPA, and Honors  sification at the school.

Coffee Break

by Linda Thistle
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EVERY thing Must Gao!

429-433 Lincoln Hwy., Rochelle, IL | 815-562-8765 | hubcityfurniture.com
Visa @ ) osena)  Mon-Fri 9am-4pm | Sat 9am-1pm

06192024

Everything for your home!
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FINISHING STRONG

RTHS alum Bella Lodico concluded her
collegiate softball career on a high note.

See page 2 for more details

Rochelle Little League

All-Stars win district title

Junior League baseball team wins Illinois District 19 Championship tourney

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCK FALLS —
Rochelle Little League’s
Junior League Baseball
All-Stars won the Illinois
Little League District 19
Championship tourna-
ment at Dillon Park in
Rock Falls this past week.
Rochelle rallied off three
consecutive wins to clinch
the title, defeating Rock
Falls before scoring two
victories against Freeport.

The Junior League
All-Stars include Luke
Chadwick, Riley Smith,
Sebastian Albertson, Eli
Schweitzer, Dayton Mel-
lor,Nolan Zick, Joey Chad-
wick, Brayden Harley,
Jasper Macklin, John Wil-
liams, Edwin Cervantes,
Elijah Good, Kolton Cra-
gin and Zachary Johnson.

The Junior League All-
Stars are coached by Mike
McGill, Mike Medina and
Jaime Huerta.

Freeport 1

Rochelle opened the
tournament with a 10-6
loss against Freeport on
Monday evening. Eli Sch-
weitzer and Dayton Mellor
each went 2-for-3, while
Edwin Cervantes went
1-for-2 with an RBI. Free-
port took a 1-0 lead in the
top of the second inning,

ILLINOIS
DISTRICT 19
CHAMP|ONS

(COURTESY PHOTO)

The Junior League All-Stars include Luke Chadwick, Riley Smith, Sebastian Albertson, Eli Schweitzer, Dayton Mellor, Nolan Zick, Joey
Chadwick, Brayden Harley, Jasper Macklin, John Williams, Edwin Cervantes, Elijah Good, Kolton Cragin and Zachary Johnson. The All-Stars
are coached by Mike McGill, Jaime Huerta and Mike Medina.

scoring on a wild pitch
before adding three runs
on an error, an RBI single
and a balk in the top of the
third inning.

Rochelle scratched its
first run in the bottom of

the third inning, where
Edwin Cervantes hit an
RBI groundout to score
Brayden Harley. Rochelle
rallied for two more runs
in the bottom of the fifth
inning, where Joey Chad-

wick drew a bases-loaded
walk and Brayden Harley
grounded into a fielder’s
choice. Leading 4-3, Free-
port exploded for five runs
inthetop of the sixth inning.

Rochelle’s fourth and

final run came after John
Williams scored on a wild
pitch in the bottom of
the sixth inning. Freeport
closed the game with one
runin the top ofthe seventh
inning.

Rock Falls

Rochelle cruised over
RockFalls 16-1 on Wednes-
day eveningtoremaininthe
tournament.

See TITLE page 3

Rochelle Little League

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Jeff Perry wins Minor League Boys Division title for 2024 Rochelle Little League season

Jeff Perry won the Minor League Boys Division title for the 2024 Rochelle Little League season. The team includes Elliot Huff, Wells Millard, Logan Whiting,
Cyrus Sullivan, Owen Gittleson, Andrew Erickson, Jarren McKinney, Brenner Dixon, Kanoa White, Michael Montelongo and Isaac Rosebrock. The team is coached
by Jimmy Huff, Adam Erickson and Devin Montelongo.
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Ordering online is
easy when you use
our QR Code!

We are Proud to Support
% the Rochelle Hubs!
815.562.7300
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up

) st

Hello,
neighbor!

Huber Ins and cs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent
221E.ILRt.38

Please stop hy and say !
k ving your needs for insurance and

nnnnnnnnnnnnnn

Rochelle, IL 61068 lee I"?uod neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Bus: 815-562-7011 CALL METODAY.

oo StateFarm-

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Local People Providing Local Service

@ Rochelle

MUNICIPAL UTILITIES
Waters-\Waste\Water,
Electric: i Communications

Phone: 815-562-4155
Fax: 815-562-5861

www.rmu.net

 CENTRAL
ILLINOIS
LOAN

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto - Home Improvement - Vacation
Jami Hackman e Tonia Holland

81575614035!

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle E
All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies. %

@ MORTON
BUILDINGS

Ifyou can dream it, we can build it.

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

Rochelle Sales Office * Hwy. 251 N. ¢ 877-613-3050

.
Rihelle

Community Hospital
Your Local Healthcare Resource.

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181
www.rochellehospital.com

-
MEYERS

FURNITURE & FLOORING

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792
www.meyersfurniture.com

FREE
ESTIMATES!

Tim & Roger Bruns,
Owners

Established 1997

Bruns

Construclion, Ine.
* Residential
& Commercial \
Concrete ~ ) St
¢ Additions
¥ =

815-561-0099

Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured

www.hrunsconstructioninc.com

<
1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL - vincespizzainrochelle.com [ ]

The businesses featured on this page are

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by patronizing their businesses.

WE SUPPORT OUR HUBS!

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Lodico leads the way at

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

out Bella Lodico set a series of

goals for herself after completing
her sophomore season at Benedictine Uni-
versity. After transferring in from Judson
University, where she played her fresh-
man season, Lodico primarily pitched as
areliever with the Benedictine University
softball team, finishing2-O witha3.72ERA
over 16 appearances.

Motivated to achieve her goals, which
included becoming a starting pitcher for
Benedictine this season, Lodico worked
over the offseason to improve her com-
mand and develop her pitching arsenal.
The result was a career-defining season
for Lodico, who successfully earned a
starting role for the Benedictine softball
team, which finished with a 25-17 overall
record in 2024.

“My goal was to prove myself because
I came in as a transfer and didn’t get a
lot of playing time last season,” Lodico
said. “I had opportunities during the fall
to prove myself and I worked really hard
over the offseason to show that I could be a
starter... [ definitely had more control than
I did last year. I had the same velocity, but
I was more consistent with my control and
I showed the coaches that I was capable of
staying in games because I could throw
strikes consistently.”

Lodico set career marks in several sta-
tistical categories during her junior season
this spring. The former Lady Hub softball
standout fired 143.1 innings over 30 ap-
pearances, which included 22 starts, 15
complete games and four shutouts. Lodico
went 16-9 while recording a career-best
2.95 ERA and striking out 105 batters with
26 walks. The talented left-hander also
improved on the defensive end, raising her
fielding percentage from .833 last season
to .907 this season.

“My natural movement is more of a
curveball and I was able to jam a lot of
hitters inside because I’'m left-handed,”
Lodico said. “I utilized my curveball and
my changeup a lot more this season be-
cause having those offspeed pitches later
in games was really helpful when hitters
were catching up to my fastball. I worked
a lot over the offseason on those pitches
because my coachesknew I’d havetoutilize
more pitches since I would be seen more
during the game.”

Lodico led the Benedictine pitching
staffinnearly every statistical category this
season. The RTHS alum shined in Northern
Athletic Collegiate Conference (NACC)
play, where sheranked sixthin ERA (2.26),
third in wins (16), third in innings (139.1)
and second in strikeouts (102). Lodico was
named the NACC Student-Athlete of the
Week during the week of April 28, going 4-0
with a 2.41 ERA and 20 strikeouts to help
the Benedictine team complete a 6-0 week.

F ORMER Rochelle softball stand-

(PHOTO COURTESY OF BENEDICTINE UNIVERSITY)

Former Rochelle softball standout Bella
Lodico went 16-9 with a 2.95 ERA during
her junior season at Benedictine
University.

“I remember that day because I wasn’t
on social media a lot since [ was busy with
work and practice,” Lodico said. “It was
really because I felt like all of the hard work
I putin over the offseason paid off... [ saw
alot of growth in myself, particularly with
how I reacted to certain situations in life.
Going from being a four-year starter in
high school to playing in college was dif-
ficult for me to understand, but if [ wasn’t
going to play, I wanted to be the best in the
dugout as I could. Once I got more playing
time, [ wanted to continue being a leader
in the dugout.”

Among Lodico’s season highlights was
a 10-inning outing against Concordia Wis-
consinonMarch 29, when Lodico conceded
justtwo runs and struck out four battersina
3-2victory. Lodico struck outa season-high
12 batters on 142 pitches and allowed just
three runs in a 4-3 win against Marian on
April 27. Lodico concluded her two-year
softball career at Benedictine with a 3.33
ERA as well as 18 wins and 131 strikeouts
over 181 innings in the circle.

“I never really believed people when
they said that time flies until [ played my
last game,” Lodico said. “My motivation
this year was to cherish my time with the
team because | knew I wouldn’t have an
opportunity like this again. I played as hard
as [ could and I tried to be the best leader I
could be. I learned how to take things as |
go and to never take anything for granted.”

Perhaps more impressive than her
performance on the softball field were
her efforts in the classroom. Although
she was technically a junior during the
2023-24 school year, Lodico completed
her collegiate studies in just three years,
graduating this spring with her bachelor’s
degree in psychology with aminorinsocial
work. Lodico, who’s interning with a youth
family services program in Carol Stream
this summer, said she hopes to obtain her
master’s degree in the next few years and
pursue a career with the Department of
Children and Family Services.

ANDERSON

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners,
Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters,
Sewer Roddmg & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle
Lick 055-013999 (815) 562-8784;

227 E. Rt 38 * Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706

www.rochellechiropractic.com

7\

Now Accepting New Patients!

Pizzeria and Italian Restaura {

Taste The TRADITION
Taste The DIFFERENCE

Dine-In « Carry Out « Home Delivery
1115 TURKINGTON TERRACE, ROCHELLE

TRACTOR

SALES - PARTS « SERVICE

200 Steward Road
800.262.1680

www.johnsontractor.com :

HUB-REMSEN

PRINT GROUP
101 Maple Ave ® Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 ® hub-remsen.com

D

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945”

Berg-Johnson

Electric
s
-

FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed and Insured

Residential e Commercial ¢ Industrial
24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937

500 Cleveland Avenue

®

N\

Busy Schedule?
Leave the cooking to us.

+ Large menu of foods

+ Rochelle’s famous chicken
by the dinner or bucket

+Hand dipped ice cream j» &%
(16 flavors) &

P NCOUNTRY(SCHOUL

DRIVE-IN RESTAURANT g
251 N. ROCHELLE - 562-6039

Stillman

BANK

GO HUBS!

¥

Earning Your Trust Since 1882

i

uuuuu

www.stillmanbank.com Bi¢

-MO®

600D LUCK HUBS
FROM YOUR FANS AT:

o RESIDENTIAL
o AGRICULTURAL
o COMMERCIAL

HAYDEN

REAL ESTAIE

815-562-2111 Y hre@haydenreinc.com

DOUBLE BUTTERBURGER
WITH CHEESE

FRESH, NEVER
FROZEN
MIDWEST
BEEF COOKED
AFTER YOU

Visit your local Culver’s restaurant:

Culver's of Rochelle
1060 Dement Road, Rochelle, IL
(815) 561-9720
culvers.com
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SPORTS

TITLE: Junior League All-Stars advance to state tournament

From page 1

Rochellescored 10 runs
inthe top ofthe firstinning,
where Jasper Macklin
smacked a two-run single
and both Edwin Cervantes
and Elijah Good followed
with RBI singles of their
own.

Rochelle added five
more runs in the top of
the second inning, where
John Williams slapped a
two-run single and Elijah
Goodbeltedan RBIdouble
to right field. Brayden
Harley’s sacrifice fly in
the top of the third inning
allowed Luke Chadwick to
score and give Rochelle a
16-0 lead. Rock Falls tal-

lied one run in the bottom
of'the fourth inning before
the game ended by runrule.

John Williams pitched
the final three innings for
Rochelle, striking out six
batters and allowing only
one run on one hit. Se-
bastian Albertson fired a
scoreless first inning with
one strikeout.

Freeport 2

Rochelle defeated Free-
port 7-4 in its first rematch
on Thursday evening, forc-
ing a second game later in
the night to decide the dis-
trict champion. Edwin Cer-
vantes went 3-for-3 with
three RBIs, while Dayton
Mellor went 2-for-3 and

pitched three and one-third
innings with three strike-
outs. Sebastian Albertson
fired the final three and
two-thirds innings to seal
Rochelle’s victory.
Rochelle broke a score-
less tie in the top of the
fourth inning, tallying
six runs to take a com-
manding 6-0 lead. Dayton
Mellor scored on a wild
pitch before Riley Smith
reached on an error and
John Williams hit an RBI
groundout for two more
runs. Eli Schweitzer scored
on a wild pitch and Edwin
Cervantes sent a two-run
single into left field to cap
off the six-run frame.
Freeportanswered with

three runs on one hit and
two walks in the bottom
of the fourth inning. A
wild pitch led to another
Freeport run in the bot-
tom of the fifth inning, but
Rochelle added a much
needed insuranceruninthe
top of the seventh inning,
where Edwin Cervantes
laced an RBI single to
second base that allowed
Jasper Macklin to cross
home plate.

Freeport 3
Rochelle outlasted
Freeport 9-8 in the dis-
trict championship game
late Thursday evening.
Brayden Harley went
2-for-4 with three RBIs,

while Joey Chadwick and
Kolton Cragin each scored
two runs. Eli Schweitzer
pitched five innings as
the starter, striking out six
batters.

Freeportheld a 2-0 lead
after a double and three
singles in the top of the
second inning. Rochelle
surged ahead after tallying
three runs in the bottom of
the second inning, where
Jasper Macklin grounded
into a fielder’s choice and
Edwin Cervantes reached
on an error before steal-
ing home to put Rochelle
ahead 3-2. Rochelle ex-
tended its lead with four
runs on three singles,
including an RBI single

from Brayden Harley, in
the bottom of the third
inning.

Kolton Cragin walked
and scored on a wild pitch
in the bottom of the fifth
inning, giving Rochelle
an 8-2 lead over Freeport,
who answered with five
runs on two doubles and
one single in the top of
the sixth inning. Free-
port forced the game into
extra innings after tying
the score in the top of the
seventh inning. Rochelle
walked off in the bottom
ofthe eighth inning, where
two walks led to an RBI
single from Brayden Har-
ley, who slapped a hard
grounder up the middle.

Rochelle Little League

3 e % 7 N /
- RT@RT T
N\ H /N . /

Va2
o 2~ SN

>

h ~ h
/ /
g N
& . - /‘A_ o -«

T~

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Rookie League teams take the field at May School and Rochelle Mlddle School dlamonds

Rochelle Little League’s Coed Rookie League enjoyed a successful 2024 season at the May School and Rochelle Middle School fields this summer. The Rookie League
fielded eight teams this season including Weichert Realtors, Asplundh, Helfrich Trucking, Pickin Station, AM Kerns Construction, A1 Hot Body Detailing, Homemade
Cakery and Bladescapes. A total of 79 kids participated in the Rookie League during the 2024 season.

COMMUNITY BOARD

Need to get the word out about a

‘.,

product+ or serwce you offer?

lee us a call at 815 561-2153.

5 " &

What
Service
Do You
Offer?
562-4171

_.\..

, CONTACT US
| 815-758-8998 =
“ | THEISENROOFING@COMCAST.NET

_‘ Family owned & operated

| The Rochelle News-Leader | i

W

‘| ROOFING

E Advertise Here  W¥Gutters, g

ROOFING
SIDING
GUTTERS

|

Plumbing, Heating

& Cooling

ANDERSON

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners,

I | Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters,

Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Lic# 055-013999

—_F
i

621 First Ave., Rochelle
(815) 562 8784

| e

We can reach over 9 000 homes’ 'i F:__y

s

HOME REPAIR
& REMODELING

Tahle R.

deling of:

8

ble & Dep

« Kitchens * Baths ¢ Basements
* Ceramic Tile
« Installation of Hardwood Floors,
Windows & Doors

GIVE US A CALL.
NO JOBTOO SMALL

Fully Insured

Heating & Air Conditioning
HULL .

HVAC & Household Services "«

Clean & Check

$45.00

After $35 rebate.

i
1 Promotion only available to RMU eustomers. !

i Expires: 08/31 X 5 cipi

Furnaces -  Air Conditioners -  Boilers
Duct Cleaning - Water Heaters
| { Air Conditioner

Ask about duct cleaning
and
antimicrobial fogging.

815-561-6551

www.HullHVAC.com

Recipient of the 2020 BBB Complaint Free Award.

=N

YY&Q;@\@@“

ca esv‘igio\\‘ e
A

Structures

We
€D,
& Top, o, eljy Very
% Yo, " Log
U Sige

« Stock & Custom Design
« Many Options Available

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

« Competitive Pricing
« Site Preparation Available

& Home Repair/Remodeling |
| cSTERDAY. |
PLUMBING & HEATING, INC. | - A ¥

Bruns

Construction, e,

¢ Residential &

Commercial Concrete

e Additions

ESTIMATES!

Concrete

FREE

L/
Tim & noger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

815-561-0099

Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured

. A e o T
St 7 7

_ o Storage Sheds R — - vrteee S '_:
What Service

Do You Offer?
815-561-2153

Call Christel to be included on

our Service Directory.

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

2%

e, T

s
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o ClarkDietrich.

501 S. Steward Rd. #100

Rochelle, IL 61068
815-561-2360

»

FIRST
STATE
BANK

firststatebank.biz | 815.562.2200

fX@m

News-
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SiLGaAN

CONTAINERS CORPORATION

400 N. 15th St.
Rochelle IL 61068
815-562-1250

s-Leader

ochelle

Community Unity

Shop - Play -

AGRICULTURE

Johnson Tractor

200S. Steward Rd.

815.562.2135
johnsontractorrochelle.stihldealer.net

ALTERATIONS, REPAIRS & SEWING
Stitchery 815

Jen Gottschalk

815.601.0641
facebook.com/stitchery815
Instagram.com/stitchery.815

ANIMAL HEALTH SERVICE

Rochelle Veterinary Hospital
1381 N 7th, Ste. a

815.562.5207

rochellevet.com

ASSISTED LIVING

Liberty Village
2203 East Flagg Rd.
815.562.9800
libertyvillageofrochelle.com

Lincoln Manor Senior Housing
615 Lincoln Highway

815.562.1404

Issi.org

ATTORNEYS

James G. Ahlberg
501 6th Ave.

815.562.4443
ahlberglaw.net

Hewitt & Wagner - Attorneys at Law
1124 Lincoln Hwy

815.562.2704

hewitt-wagner.com

Fearer, Nye & Chadwick, LLC
420 Fourth Avenue

815.562.2156

fnclaw.com

Crow Law, LLC
2601 Reid Farm, Rockford
815.255.4529 (4LAW)
adriancrowlaw.com

% Liﬁerty Vi[fage
of Rochelle

2203 East Flagg Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068
815-562-9800

NOT-FOR-PROFIT PROVIDER
libertyvillageofrochelle.com

AUTOMOTIVE

Prescott Brothers Ford
620 S 7th St.
815.562.2177 « prescottbrothersford.com

Zip’s Auto Body , Inc
1033 S 7th St.
815.562.5133 « zipsautobody.com

A1 Hot Body Detailing
401 2nd Ave.
815.562.6393

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

Chem-Dry Kishwaukee Superior Carpet &

Upholstery Cleaning
209 Powers Rd.

815.762.7555

Chemdry.com

COMMUNITY SERVICES

Flagg Township Museum
518 4th Ave

815.562.3040
flaggtownshipmuseumrochelle.org

Hub City Senior Center
401 Cherry Ave

815.562.5050
hubcityseniorcenter.com

Rochelle Chamber Of Commerce
501 Sixth Avenue

815.562.4189

therochellechamber.com

RMU

333 Lincoln Highway
815.562.4155
www.rmu.net

COUNSELING

Changes Counseling, LLC
604 N Main St

815.501-2088
changescounselingllc.com

4 @

1900 Steward Rd., Rochelle
815.561.0650
www.chsinc.com

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

Acres Bistro & Scalehouse Lounge & Slots
407 Lincoln Hwy
815.762.8212

Aldo’s Pizzeria, Italian Restaurant and
The Red Brick Pub

418/420 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.3456 - aldospizzaandpubrochelle.restaurant

Alfano’s Pizzeria & Italian Restaurant
1115 Turkington Terrace
815.562.3312 - alfanospizza.com

Dog Hub
134 May Mart Dr.
815.561.0001
Dog-Hub.com

Kenny’s Place
411 Cherry Ave.
815.562.6568

Rosati’s
1233 N. Caron Rd.
815.562.5000

T-Byrd Lanes
1172 Lincoln Hwy.
815.562.4822 - thyrdlanes.com

Vince’s Pizza & Family Restaurant
1071 North 7th st.

815.562.7300

vincespizzainrochelle.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Brown’s Tax Service

Carolyn Brown | Jade Brown | Marilyn Oropeza
361 1L Route 38

815.561.6861 | brownstaxoffice.com

Central lllinois Loans
310 Eagle Dr

815.561.4035
centralillinoisloans.com

First State Bank
304 EHwy 38
815.562.2200
firststatebank.biz

JOHNSON
TrAcTOR

200 S. Steward Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068
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Beverage Lyons

Funeral Home

815.562.6872
815.453.2441
beveragefamilyfh.com

Co 0
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Rochelle Foods

1001 S. Main Street
815.562.4141
Rochelle, IL 61068
rochellefoodsjobs.com

Allstate.

You're in good hands.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Grant Cooper CPA
418 Cherry Ave., Rochelle
815.562.7083

115 N. 1st St., DeKalb
815.756.4440
grantcoopercpa.com

Stillman Bank
455]1-38
815.562.7071
stillmanbank.com

Edward Jones - Will McLachlan

1122 Lincoln Highway
815.562.5563
EdwardJones.com

Holcomb Bank
23311-38
815.562.3838
holcomb.bank

Graber Financial Group

Sam Graber
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

Edward Jones - Jessica Morris
1214 Currency Ct.
815.561.4341

FLOWERS AND GIFTS

Colonial Flower Shoppe & Gifts
408 Lincoln Hwy

815.562.8101

floristrochelleil.com

RCH Auxiliary Gift Shop
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181 « rochellehospital.com

Beverage Lyons Family Funeral Home &

Cremation Services

704 6th St., Rochelle - 601 Richardson Ave., Ashton
815.562.6872 | 815.453.2441
beveragefamilyfh.com

Unger Horner Funeral Home
400N. 6th St.
815.562.4534 « ungerhorner.com

FURNITURE

Hub City Furniture
429 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.8765
hubcityfurniture.com

Meyers Furniture
209 Powers Road Hwy 251 North
815.562.8792
meyersfurniture.com

HEALTH SERVICES
Davis Family Health LLC

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
1212 Currency Ct.
815.561.8500

1201 Meriden St., Mendota
815.539.3739

Rochelle Chiropractic Clinic
Dr. Chad M. Piller

227 E. Hwy 38

815.562.8706

rochellechiropractic.com

Rochelle Community Hospital
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181 « rochellehospital.com

-~

/H\

Salinas Chiropractic
1381 N 7th St ., Suite C
815.562.6661 « salinaschiroandwellness.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTS &
CONTRACTORS

Anderson Plumbing & Heating
621 1st Ave
815.562.8784 - andersonplumbingheatingcooling.com

Bruns Construction, Inc.
PO Box 400
815.561.0099 « brunsconstructioninc.com

Pemberton Plumbing, Heating
& Cooling, Inc.

815.561.6119

pembertonplumbingheating.com

Theisen Roofing & Siding Co.
257 W. Stephenie Dr., Cortland

815.758.8998

theisenroofing.com

0'Rorke Construction Services, Inc.
104 Maple Court

815.562.8254

ororkeconstruction.com

Queen’s Trucking & Construction Inc.
322 Errett Rd.

815.562.6064

queens-trucking.com

INDUSTRIES

ClarkDietrich
5015 Steward Rd # 100
815.561.2360
clarkdietrich.com

Silgan Containers
400 N. 15th St.
815-562-1250
silgancontainers.com

Rochelle Foods
1001 S Main St
815.562.4141
hormelfoods.com
rochellefoodsjobs.com

Allstate
1425 Dement Rd.
815.561.2901
allstate.com

Country Financial - Josh Messenger
501N. 6th St.

815.562.8164

countryfinancial.com/joshmessenger
josh.messenger@countryfinancial.com

Graber Financial Group
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

State Farm Insurance - Terri Schaefer
603 Lincoln Hwy

815.562.7063

terrischaefer.com

Edward Jones - Jessica Morris
1214 Currency Ct.
815.561.4341

PRINT AND/OR WEB DESIGN

Hub-Remsen Print Group
101 Maple Ave

815.562.7057

hub-remsen.com

Rochelle News-Leader
211 Hwy 38
815.562.4171

rochellenews-leader.com | newsmediadigital.com

REAL ESTATE

RE/MAX Hub City
136 May Mart Dr.
815.562.7588

remax.com

Hayden Real Estate
225 IL Route 38

815.562.2111

haydenreinc.com

REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS

Bearrows Real Estate & Auction Co.
361W. Il Route 38

815.562.5113

bearrows.com

RENTAL PROPERTIES

Lida Lake Estates

433 Willis Ave., Apt. #11

815.561.0526

lidalakeestates@gmail.com
lidalakeestates.wixsite.com/lidalakeestates/amenities

RETAIL/ SPECIALTY SHOPS

The Artists’ Garden
407 Lincoln Hwy.

815.257.1217
artistsgardenbeyondcanvas.com

Pfeiffer Farms Fresh Market
2511 Reynolds Road, Ashton

815.761.6074

pfeifferfarms.com

B&W Appliance
567 W. IL Route 38
815.562.6253
bwrochelle.com

SCHOOLS/EDUCATION

St. Paul Lutheran School
1415 10th Ave.

815-562.6323

stpaulrochelleil.org

SURVEY

Survey Tech
104 Maple (t
815.562.8771
civilideas.com

TIRES

Tire Tracks
1320 N 7th St
815.562.7777
tiretracksusa.com

MUNICIPAL UTILITIES

Local People Providing Local Services

& CONS TRUCTION, INC.

R Chelle

- 333 Lincoln Highway « P.O. Box 456 OCHELLE IL
Community Hospital Rochelle, IL 61068 (515) 562-6064
Your Local Healthcare Resource. 815-562-4155 « www.rmu.net 322 Errett Road

queens-trucking.com
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ASHTON NEWS

AFC FFA awarded honors at state convention

Ashton-Franklin Center FFA members attended the 96th lllinois State FFA
Convention June 11-13. The chapter was recognized as a Bronze Chapter in the
National Chapter Award, first in the section in Harvest for All, and as a $3,000
Foundation Chapter. Taylor Jahn received her State FFA Degree and Lane Koning
and Zane Murphy were recognized for their American FFA Degree, which they

will be receiving in the fall.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

FARM CREDIT

FARM CRJ

Download our app today!
Search: Lee County Sheriff, IL

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Lee County Sheriff Clay Whelan is excited to
announce the release of a custom smartphone

application.

Lee County Sheriff’s Office
announces smartphone app

DIXON — Lee County
Sheriff Clay Whelan is ex-
citedtoannouncetherelease
of a custom smartphone
application. The app will
serve as an innovative way
for the Sherift’s Office to
connect with Lee County
residents and visitors, pro-
viding information quickly
and efficiently to anyone
with a smartphone.

The Lee County Sheriff’s
Office app was developed
by TheSheriffApp.com, a
brand of OCV, LLC., which
specializes in mobile app
development for sheriffs’ of-
fices and public safety orga-
nizations across the country.
The app offers quick access
to items of public interest
and is easy to use. In just a
few clicks, users can access
features such as:

Sheriff’s Welcome;
Search our Inmate Roster,
See Charges and Inmate
Information; Deposit Funds
to Inmate Commissary;
Search for other Jail Infor-
mationand Rules; Schedule
Inmate Visits; View all
Sex Offender Names and

Registered Addresses for
the State of Illinois; Emer-
gency ManagementAgency
Links; Sheriff’s Office Ap-
plication for Employment;
National Weather Service
Alerts for your location;
Access to other Alerts that
may need to be given to the
public; Contact Us; Submit
A Tip; Purchase Crash
Reports; Pay Traffic Fines;
County Directory for Phone
Numbersand Addressesand
much more.

“Over 80 percent of
people in the United States
own and use smartphones
as their primary means of
communication,” OCV
Partner and CRO Kevin
Cummings said. “Mobile
apps offer agencies a better
way to alert, inform and
prepare the public. Apps
allowpublicsafety agencies
theability toreachandserve
theircitizens where they are:
their smartphones.”

The app is now available
to download for free in the
App Store and Google Play
by searching “Lee County
Sheriff, IL”.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Rep. Fritts visits Lee County Health Department

The Lee County Health Department welcomed Rep. Bradley Fritts (R-Dixon) to its office June 18. LCHD
employees had the opportunity to talk to him about the many programs and services it offers, show him
around the facility and introduce him to many staff members.

DIXON — State Rep.
Bradley Fritts (R-Dixon)
has officially announced
his 2024 Summer Tour
scheduled events for July.

The tour consists of
traveling office hours
and coffee & conversa-
tion events from June
5 to Aug. 30. Coffee &
conversation events will
all be held at locally-

owned coffee shops and
restaurants.

The events scheduled
for July include the fol-
lowing:

Traveling Office
Hours

July 25 at the Creston-
Dement Library, located
at 107 S. Main St. in
Creston, from 11:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m.

July 25 atthe Rochelle
Area Chamber of Com-
merce, located at 501
6th Ave., from 1:30 p.m.
to 3 p.m.

Coffee & Conversa-
tion

July 10 at the Garden
View Family Restaurant,
located at 118 W. Mason
St. in Polo, from 8 a.m.
to 10 a.m. This event is

Rep. Fritts Announces
July summer tour events

being held in partnership
with House Republican
Leader Tony McCombie.

July 17 at the Sunrise
Family Restaurant, lo-
cated at 1181 N. 7th St.
in Rochelle, from 8 a.m.
to 10 a.m.

To view the full Sum-
mer Tour schedule, vis-
it RepFritts.com/Sum-
merTour.

I

Mills & Petrie
Memorial Library and Gymnasium

Il

704 N. 1st St. | PO Box 308
Ashton, IL 61006
815-453-5048 | 815-453-5058 (fax)

mplibrary @ashtonil.com
Mon-Thu 1pm-6:30pm | Sat 10am-1pm | Closed Fri & Sun

o

Call 815-973-8397 or millspetrierentals@
gmail.com to rent the gym, Legion room,
entry hall and/or commercial kitchen

Community Building

Mills and Petrie Memorial
Building
Hourly, daily rentals for
your event
815-453-5048

Funeral Home
Beverage Lyons Funeral
Home
601 Richardson Ave.,
Ashton, 815-453-2441
beveragefamilyth.com

Public Librar
Mills and Petrie Memorial

Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

o[ [ [ |
-; ‘--

\‘%"E

Y4

Real Estate

Lori Patterson Real Estate

811 Main St., Ashton
815-751-0510

Schools
Ashton-Franklin Center
CUSD #275
611 Western Ave., Ashton
815-453-7461

Village Hall
Village of Ashton

810 Main St., Ashton
815-453-2241
www.ashtonil.com

prm. N
 wn

HARDWARE STORE
r————

A

&t. 1865

Village of Ashton

LEE COUNTY, ILLINOIS

810 Main Street | PO Box 186
Ashton, IL 61006
(815) 453-5019 - fax

(815) 453-2241

www.ashtonil.com
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LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
TO: Oak Brook Bank As
Trustee, TR 3331, Chi-
cago Tltle Land Trust
Company, as Succes-
sor Trustee to Oak
Brook Bank, as Trustee,
u/t/n 3331, Trust Dated:
March 1, 2004, Chicago
Title Land Trust Compa-
ny, as Successor Trust-
ee to Oak Brook Bank,
as Trustee, u/t/n 3331,
Trust Dated: March 1,
2004 RA: CT Corpora-
tion System, Christian
Van; Christian Vann,
Ogle County Clerk,
Dr. Allen U. Van. MD;
Occupant, 422 Cherry
Avenue, 1st Floor and
2nd Floor, Rochelle, IL;
Parties in occupancy
and possession; any
unknown owners and
occupants. TAX DEED
NO. 2024TX17. FILED:
May 31, 2024. TAKE
NOTICE. County of
Ogle. Date Premises
Sold 11/3/2021. Certif-
icate No. 2020-00174.
Sold for General Taxes
of (year) 2020. Sold for
Special Assessment
of (Municipality) and
special assessment
number N/A  Warrant
No. N/A Inst. No. N/A.
THIS PROPERTY HAS
BEEN SOLD FOR DE-
LINQUENT TAXES.
Property located at.
422 Cherry Avenue,
Rochelle, lllinois. Legal
Description or Property
Index No. 24-24-382-
021. This notice is to
advise you that the
above property has
been sold for delinquent
taxes and that the peri-
od of redemption from
the sale will expire on
11/1/2024. The amount
to redeem is subject to
increase at 6 month in-
tervals from the date of
sale and may be further
increased if the pur-
chaser at the tax sale
or his or her assignee
pays any subsequently
accruing taxes or spe-
cial assessments to re-
deem the property from
subsequent forfeitures
or tax sales. Check with
the county clerk as to
the exact amount you
owe before redeeming.
This notice is also to
advise you that a peti-
tion has been filed for
a tax deed which will
transfer title and the
right to possession of
this property if redemp-
tion is not made on or
before 11/1/2024. This
matter is set for hearing
in the Circuit Court of
this county in the Ogle
County Courthouse,
105 South 5th Street,
Oregon, IL 61061, on
12/5/2024 at 9:00 AM
in room 302. YOU ARE
URGED TO REDEEM
IMMEDIATELY TO
PREVENT LOSS OF
PROPERTY. Redemp-
tion can be made at
any time on or before

307

ROCHELLE

11/1/2024 by applying
to the County Clerk of
Ogle County, lllinois at
the Office of the County
Clerk in Oregon, lllinois.
For further information
contact the County
Clerk. ADDRESS: 105
S. b5th Street, Suite
104, Oregon, IL 61061.
TELEPHONE: (815)-
732-1110. Oakwood
Real Estate LLC, Pur-
chaser or Assignee.
Dated: July 2, 2024.
No. 0707

(July 3, 10 and 17,
2024)

101
LEGAL NOTICE

This  publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate all ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate  all  ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.”

113

FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies that do
business by  phone
can’t ask you to pay for
credit before you get it.
For more information,
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from  your
hometown  newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

119

ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate  all  ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.”

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL,
unless licensed or
holding a permit as a
childcare facility, may
cause to be published
any advertisement
soliciting a child care
service. A childcare
facility that is licensed
or operating under a
permit issued by the
lllinois Department of
Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed or
issued a permit. Your

Buy, Sell, Trade or Rent
through the
CLASSIFIEDS

ISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

New Milforeee=<"..
Refrigeration

o
5
N
N}
=]
N
s

New, Used,

Scratch & Dent

Refrigerators
Freezers
Washers/Dryers
Stoves

Air Conditioners
Dehumidifiers

We also
carry a lal'ge
selection of
refurbl'shed
appliances

with 5
Warranty, 4

815-262-3900

e HILLCREST °

Hometown Newspaper
strongly urges any
parent or guardian to
verify the validity of the
license of any facility
before placing a child
in its care.

301
ANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED:
| pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it’s antique, I'm
interested in looking! Call
815-562-2928 or email
dickharms @hotmail.com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper
-$3 per Bundle. End
Roll- Cost Depends on
Weight of Roll. Available
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON
ONLY) Rochelle News
Leader.

SPLIT Firewood For
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

309

PETS AND SUPPLIES

Free Kittens to give
away to good homes.
Very friendly & good

mousers.
Call Mike at
815-993-2234

« Free
. kittens
| . to adopt

Cllbjte golden
tabbys and

others.
Call or Text:
815-615-1171 4

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised  herein s
subject to the Federal
Fair ~ Housing  Act,
which makes it illegal
to advertise any
preference, limitation
or discrimination based
on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or national
origin, or intention
to make any such
preferences, limitation
or discrimination. We
will  not  knowingly
accept any advertising
for real estate which is
in violation of the law.
All persons are hereby
informed that dwellings
advertised are available
on an equal opportunity
basis.

H.O.P.E

For Free Help
or
Information
Call
815-562-8890
24 Hours

All Calls Are
Confidential.

Support,
Advocacy, Referral
Services,
Shelter for victims
of domestic
violence and their
children.
HOPE

of Ogle County

P.O. Box 131
Rochelle, IL 61068
Public Service
Announcement

CRESTON -
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BUY OR SELL i
Place A Classified Ad

lace 4

STEWARD

GET DO

WITH YOUR BLOOD PRESSURE

2

KINGS ASHTON

Check it every day. Self-monitoring is power.

Visit: ManageYourBP.org

AMA

AMERICAN MEDICAL
ASSOCIATION

a d American
Heart

COUNCIL Association.

Or scan code
for more.

In partnership with HHS Office of Minority Health and Health Resources and Services
Administration under cooperative agreements CPIMP211227 and CPIMF211228

ND
AMILY
IRE

8 kids a day are accidentally killed
or injured by FAMILY FIRE.

FAMILY FIRE is a shooting involving an improperly
stored gun, often found in the home.

ENDFAMILYFIRE.org
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SPORTS

Rochelle Little League

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Rochelle Little League’s Junior League Softball All-Stars competed in the lllinois Little League District 19 Championship tournament at the Westwood Sports Complex
in Sterling this past week. The Rochelle team includes Alexa Soto, Amada Ortiz, Anjali Plescia, Brittany Plescia, Ella Behrens, Jamie Riddell, Jehan Jaradat, Kylee Misch,
Makayla Waters, Nadiyah Ortiz, Neveah Lira and Preslee Sanders. The team is coached by Kevin Behrens and Lori Behrens.

Junior League Softball All-Stars battle at district tournament
Rochelle finishes 0-2 with losses against Freeport and Sterling at Westwood

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

STERLING — Ro-
chelle Little League’s
Junior League Softball
All-Stars competed in
the Illinois Little League
District 19 Championship
tournament at the West-
wood Sports Complex in

Sterling this past week.
Rochelle faced Freeport
in the opening round on
Monday evening, falling
13-9tomove into the losers
bracket. Rochelle battled
Sterling on Wednesday
evening, falling 13-2 to
bow out of the tournament
TheteamincludesAlexa
Soto, Amada Ortiz, Anjali

Plescia, Brittany Plescia,
Ella Behrens, Jamie Rid-
dell, Jehan Jaradat, Kylee
Misch, Makayla Waters,
Nadiyah Ortiz, Neveah Lira
and Preslee Sanders. The
team is coached by Kevin
Behrens and Lori Behrens.

Freeport

EllaBehrens went 3-for-

3 with two runs scored in
Rochelle’s loss against
Freeporton Monday. Nadi-
yah Ortiz went 2-for-3 with
one RBI, while Jamie Rid-
dell went 1-for-3 with two
RBIs and Preslee Sanders
went 1-for-3 with an RBIL.
Anjali Plescia scored three
runs in the loss.

Ella Behrens pitched

four and one-third innings
and struck out six batters to
lead Rochelle in the circle
on Monday evening. Brit-
tany Plescia threw one and
two-thirds innings with two
strikeouts for the Rochelle
side.

Sterling

Brittany Plescia struck

out five batters to lead Ro-
chelleinthe pitcher’s circle
during Wednesday’s loss
against Sterling. Makayla
Waters finished with one hit
and one run, while Preslee
Sanders went 1-for-2 with
one RBI. Ella Behrens
scored one run to aid the
Rochelle offense in the loss
to Sterling.
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