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CHANA — An Infinity Event in Memory 
of Maggie and Amos (Rosko) Meyer is set 
for Saturday, June 8 at the Rochelle Wildlife 
Conservation Club.  This yearly event hosted 
by The Maggie & Amos Foundation features 
something for all to enjoy including live 
music, a corn hole bags tournament, live 
and silent auctions, free kids activities, a 
scavenger hunt, beer garden, a trail run, 
and much more.  

The Maggie & Amos Foundation was 
created in 2017 following the tragic loss of 
Maggie and Amos (Rosko) Meyer in Octo-
ber of 2016.  Maggie, a special education 
teacher at Chana Education Center, used her 
creativity and imaginative personality to 
engage students in out-of-the-box learning 

in her classroom. Students never 
knew quite what to expect coming 
to her classroom every day, but they 
did know they were loved and cared 
for in her classroom. Three-year-old Amos 
had the adventurous heart of his mom and 
was eager to join in on any spontaneous 
adventure with curiosity and enthusiasm.  

After the loss of these two cherished in-
dividuals, Maggie’s colleagues and students 
created the nonprofit foundation to carry on 
the legacy of innovation that Maggie sparked 
in her classroom. Proceeds from their yearly 
Infinity Event have contributed towards local 
library programs, scholarships, and communi-
ty classroom grants in the amount of $43,000.

This year’s event will be held on the beatiful  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
grounds of the Rochelle Wildlife Conservation 
Club located at 3501 S. Sweeney Road in Chana.  
The day’s schedule of events are:

8 a.m.: Breakfast at the Club featuring 
biscuits & gravy, pancakes & sausage, or 
breakfast sandwich.

10 a.m.: Corn Hole Bags Tournament reg-
istration with 11 a.m. official start time

See RUN page 2

Infinity Event in 
memory of Maggie 
and Amos (Rosko) 
Meyer set for June 8 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Local 
charitable organization 
From the Heart has estab-
lished a Queen of Hearts 
drawing that will take 
place weekly on Thursday 
evenings at Luna starting 
June 13.

From the Heart donates 
equally yearly to nine area 
nonprofits including the 
Community Action Net-
work (CAN), the Rochelle 
Area Community Founda-
tion, Pegasus Special Rid-
ers, Hub City Senior Center, 
HOPE of Ogle County, the 
Rochelle Christian Food 
Pantry, Shining Star Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Center, 
CASA and Foundation for 
Focus House.

A Queen of Hearts draw-
ing involves 54 cards hid-
den under a covering to be 
revealed one card per week 
until the Queen of Hearts is 
drawn. There are 52 playing 
deck cards with the 2 jokers 

Yearly event has raised $43,000

From the Heart to host Queen of Hearts 
game weekly at Luna starting this month

“I think this could “I think this could 
be really beneficial be really beneficial 
for all of the groups for all of the groups 
that we give money that we give money 
to.”to.”

Dave EckhardtDave Eckhardt

hidden. Players purchase 
tickets in increments of six 
for $5 and write a number 
corresponding to a hidden 
card on the board and their 
information on them before 

placing them in a tumbling 
drum. One ticket will be 
drawn each Thursday night 
at 7 p.m. and the card with 
the number on the ticket 
will be revealed. When the 

Queen of Hearts is drawn, 
the winner receives 50 per-
cent of the proceeds from 
the total, regardless of if 
they’re present or not. 

The new contest will be 

affectionately known as 
“Queen For The Cause,” 
From the Heart Founder and 
President Dave Eckhardt 
said. The game will join 
From the Heart’s yearly 
gala and cash calendar sales 
fundraising efforts.

“I think this could be 
really beneficial for all of the 
groups that we give money 
to,” Eckhardt said. “It could 
increase or maybe even dou-
ble their portion of money 
that they get from us each 
year. That’s a huge thing 
for them. If we can do more 
than that $10,000-11,000 
that we’re able to give them 
now, that could go a long 
way in their work. And we 
just added a new member to 
the group. It’s a major step 
for us and it’s very cool that 
we can expand because of 
the extra opportunities we 
have to make money. With 
the gala doing so well, it 
made it easy to make that 
decision.”

See HEARTS page 2

The Rock River Riders MC presents: 

the Father’s Day Hillclimb  

across the street from White Pines State Park  

near Polo Starting at Noon 

$15 donations | Under 12 - FREE

NO PETS | NO KEGS | NO ATM

For more information, please visit our 

Facebook page

            Father’s Day Hillclimb

           Sunday, June 16 (rain date July 27)

Rock River Riders Rock River Riders 
Motorcycle ClubMotorcycle Club

SHRINER’S  

TRANSPORTATION FOUNDATION

Luna at 531 S. 7th St. in Rochelle will start hosting a new Queen of Hearts game 
weekly this month to benefit From the Heart and its nine area nonprofits. (Photo by 
Jeff Helfrich)
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11 a.m.: RWCC serv-
ing up grilled favorites, 
free bounce houses, free 
face painting by Ms. 
TwistyPants, silent auc-
tion, beer garden opens, 
dunk tank, and more

12:30-3:30 p .m. : 
Live music by The 
Killer B’s

1 p.m.: Orb Treasure 
Scavenger Hunt

4 p.m.: Trail Run, 
Family Fun Run, and 
Kids’ Hill Climb

5 p.m.: RWCC Steak 
F r y  ( R e s e r v a t i o n s 
should be made by 

From page 1

Luna Owner Jim Withers approached From the Heart 
in recent months about the idea after attending the From 
the Heart gala in February. 

“It opened my eyes to all that they do for our commu-
nity’s nonprofits,” Withers said. “I was thinking of ways 
to help. We have a building and facility at Luna and the 
ability to do the marketing for something like a Queen of 
Hearts. The key for me is all of the proceeds go towards 
helping people in need in the community. I was born and 
raised here and I want to do anything I can to help people 
in the area.”

Ticket sales will start at Luna’s grand opening event 
on Friday, June 7 starting at 4 p.m. The day will start 
with a ribbon cutting and will be followed by live music, 
appetizers and drinks.

Tickets will be sold during Luna business hours for 
cash only. The money collected each week will be added 
to the following week’s drawing until the Queen of Hearts 
is found. The tickets in the drum are discarded after every 
drawing.

After the winner’s 50 percent is taken out, 40 percent of 

the winning pot will go to From the Heart and 10 percent 
will be added to the new pot starting the following week. 

If the second Joker is drawn before the Queen of Hearts 
is drawn, the game will start over the next week with a 
brand new full board. 

For cards drawn that aren’t the Queen of Hearts, win-
ning some amount of money is still in play. Other queens 
drawn will pay five percent of the posted eligible amount, 
if the winner is present. Jokers will pay five percent of 
the eligible amount, if there’s a present winner. All other 
drawn cards will pay $500, if present. If the winner is 
not present, the $500 will be rolled over and added to the 
following week, creating a new side game until it is won 
by an in-person winner.

Eckhardt said the Queen of Hearts jackpot will start 
at $10,000 on June 13. Each week of the contest, one of 

From the Heart’s nine recipient nonprofits will be featured 
to raise awareness for their cause. 

With other Queen of Hearts contests in the area drawing 
large crowds, Eckhardt and Withers said they’re prepared 
and equipped for that and that is exactly the hope to raise 
money for area nonprofits. 

“I think this can create people getting together on a 
regular basis,” Eckhardt said. “I think that’s a big thing 
and a community thing. I think one of the things the From 
the Heart gala does is bring people together that normally 
don’t get together. This gives someone a chance every 
Thursday night to come out and be among the community 
and use all of the new amenities at Luna and maybe win 
some money. We want people to be here and we want to 
generate as much funds and traffic as we can. And hope-
fully we’ll have fun in the process.”

HEARTS: Jackpot to start at $10,000
 “I think that’s a big thing and a community thing. I think one 
of the things the From the Heart gala does is bring people 
together that normally don’t get together.”

Dave Eckhardt

RUN: Event planned for June 8

calling 815-622-8940 by 
Friday at 5 p.m. before 
the steak fry)

6 p.m.: Live Auction
7–10 p.m.: Live music 

by Burn N’ Bush

BYRON  –  Byron 
Bank is excited to an-
nounce “The Sweetest 
Showdown of the Year” 
is set to take place on 
Friday, June 28 from 
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
at the Green Space at 
Byron Bank (corner of 
2nd and Washington 
Streets). 

This fun, commu-
nity event is designed 
to inspire and support 
young entrepreneurs 
in our community by 
providing them with 
an opportunity to set 
up and run their own 
l e m o n a d e  s t a n d s .  
Each participant will 
get a small business kit, 
money box and small 
business sign. To secure 
a spot, participants must 
complete the registra-
tion form by June 21. 

Forms and Lemonade 
Stand kits can be sub-
mitted and picked up 
in person at any Byron 
Bank branch. 

“We believe in the 
power of small business 
and young entrepre-
neurs, as well as the 
importance of teaching 
them essential business 
skills early on,” said Sa-
mantha Ciaccio, Byron 
Bank marketing officer.  
Prizes for Best Deco-
rated, Best Lemonade 
and Top Seller will be 
awarded at the end of the 
event. Parents, friends, 
and community mem-
bers are encouraged to 
come out and support 
these young entrepre-
neurs by purchasing a 
refreshing glass of lem-
onade and cheering them 
on! 102.3 The Coyote 

Byron Bank announces 
lemonade stand 
contest set for June 28

will be Live during the 
event, and we will be 
giving away ByronFest 
wristbands, mega pass-
es and meet and greets. 

“Byron Bank’s Lem-
onade Stand initiative 
is more than just a fun 
event; it is an invest-
ment in the future of 
our community,” said 
Scott N. Mincemoyer, 
Byron Bank president. 
“By teaching children 
the basics of running 
a business, we hope to 
inspire the next gen-
eration of leaders and 
innovators.”

For more informa-
tion on this event or, to 
find out how your child 
can participate, please 
visit any Byron Bank 
location, or contact 
Samantha Ciaccio at 
815-234-2561 or sciac-
cio@byronbank.com.  

Byron Bank is proud 
to support the dreams 
of these young en-
trepreneurs and look 
forward to a fun-filled 
day! Come support 
them on Friday, June 
28, and join us in nur-
turing the next gen-
erat ion of  business 
leaders. 

(Courtesy photo)

(Courtesy photo)
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In loving memory of Keith William 
Willing Sr., we invite you to celebrate 
his life and legacy on June 9th from 
12PM to 5PM at the Byron Forrest 
Preserve in the lower level of the 
Jarret Center. Please join  
us as we honor the  
memories and cherish  
the moments we  
shared together.

June 9thCelebration
Of LIFE

PIA #53
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OREGON — Due to 
a lack of business, the 
regular monthly meet-
ing of the Ogle Coun-
ty Regional Planning 
Commission scheduled 

for Thursday, June 20 
has been cancelled. 

The next meeting of 
the Regional Planning 
Commission is sched-
uled for Thursday, July 

18 at 6 p.m. at the Old 
Ogle  County  Cour t 
House, First Floor Con-
ference Room #100, 
105 S. Fifth St., Or-
egon.

DAVIS JUNCTION 
— The Davis Junction 
Museum would like to 
thank Dawn Somers for 
an excellent program on 
Davis Junction.  Half of 
the program was on the 
history of Davis Junction 
with many pictures and 
stories.  The other half 
was on the two Railroads, 
the Milwaukee and CB & 
Q.   She was able to record 
the program.   The pro-
gram will be played con-
tinuously at our Bake Sale 
coming up on June 7 and 8 
at the Fire Department in 
Davis Junction.  This will 
take place between 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. both days.  We 
will also have garage like 
items for sale.  We hope to 
see you there as we will be 
also selling about 20 older 
folding chairs.  Come by 

MT. MORRIS — The Seventh 
Annual Encore! PorchFest Mt. Mor-
ris is Saturday, June 8. PorchFest is 
the ultimate grassroots community 
music festival. Many favorites from 
past years, along with some new 
musicians will perform 45-minute 
sets on community porches and lawns 
throughout the festival area between 
1-5 p.m. The audience picks their 
choices from a schedule and moves 
from location to location. Bring your 
lawn chairs or sit in the grass, walk 
or ride your bike. 

Performing this year:
Acoustic Axis - Two acoustic gui-

tars, Classic Rock, Blues and Classic 
Country.

Denny Diamond - Known for per-
forming Neil Diamond, plus other 
Classics. 

Denny Jacobs - Easy Listening to 
Oldies. Guitar and Vocal Folk and 
Blue Singer.

Goin Postal Unplugged - Classic 
Rock, Ballads, Country and more.

Crosswind Landing - Country, 
Folk, Rock, Pop, and originals.

Korey Pepper - The Gritty areas 
of 90s Grunge and Alternative Rock.

Larry and Randy - Guitar and Har-
monica, doing vocals, Country, Folk, 
last 100 years is fair game. 

RuthAnn Lillstrom - Singer song-
writer, Folk and Pop.

The Magtones - Good time acous-
tic Pop.

Well Strung - Blues, Rock n Roll, 
Country, Bluegrass

Greg Crull - Blues, Country, Clas-
sic Rock, Beach music. 

Who Drank All the Tequila - 
Acoustic Rock with a Bluegrass Vibe. 
guitar, bass, mandolin.

John Sabaduquia - Singer/Song-
writer Americana, Alt Country, 
Midwestern Roots Rock

Louise Price & John Dickson - 
Acoustic duet playing Irish, Spanish 
and Traditional Folk

A Children’s Dance & Singing 
Troup - Indian, German and Flamenco 
dance, Country and Contemporary 
music.

Schedules with map, porch loca-
tions, music, and food information 
will be available online at Encore-
PorchFest.info. Find more info about 
all Encore! and Mt. Morris activities 
at EncoreMtMorris.com.

June events at Davis 
Junction Museum set

and get some goodies.
June 19 will be our 

next monthly meeting at 
the museum at 6 p.m.  On 
June 16 the museum will 
be open from 1-4 p.m. 
Come by and visit with our 
historians and have a cup 
of coffee and a cookie.  We 
are also selling more en-

graved bricks if you wish 
to honor a family member 
or organization.  If you 
would like to volunteer 
or become a member of 
Davis Junction Historical 
Society we welcome you 
to let us know. Once again 
we thank you for your 
patronage.

PorchFest in Mt. Morris is June 8

Ogle County Regional Planning 
Commission June 20 meeting canceled

(Courtesy photo)

OREGON  — The Ogle County 
Solid Waste Management Department 
(OCSWMD) will be hosting a residential 
electronics recycling event on Friday, 
June 28, 2024 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
909 Pines Road in Oregon.

This event is for Ogle County resi-
dents only and a free permit is required 
in advance of the event.  To obtain a free 
permit call 815-732-4020 or email solid-
waste@oglecountyil.gov and provide 
your name, address, phone number and 
email address by 4 p.m. on Thursday, 
June 27. 

Accepted items include all televisions 
and computer monitors, computers, com-
puter hardware and cables, laptops, tab-
lets, cell phones, printers, FAX machines, 
scanners, shredders (no tubs), copiers, 
video gaming equipment, DVD/VCRs, 
cable/satellite boxes, stereo equipment, 
radios, digital clocks, cameras, calcu-

lators, phone systems, holiday light 
strands, extension cords, rechargeable 
batteries, printer ink cartridges, CD/
DVD’s, and CFL bulbs. Microwave 
ovens accepted for $5 per unit. Cash or 
check accepted. 

Limit seven large or bulky items per 
permit and one permit per county house-
hold per month.  Business or institutional 
electronic materials not accepted at these 
events. Business or institutional elec-
tronics are accepted by the OCSWMD 
via a separate program. Call the number 
above for more information and pricing 
for business electronic recycling, and to 
make an appointment for drop off of the 
materials to be recycled. 

For more information about this re-
cycling event call the OCSWMD at the 
number above, visit www.oglecountyil.
gov, or on Facebook at Ogle County Solid 
Waste Management Dept.

County residential electronics 
recycling event is June 28

BYRON — Rock Riv-
er Valley Blood Center 
(RRVBC) is hosting a 
blood drive at United 
Church of Byron, 701 
W. 2nd St., Byron, on 
Thursday, June 6, 12:30-
6:30 p.m. Rock River 
Valley Blood Center 

needs blood! They have 
been saving lives for 70 
years. All blood types 
are needed, and your 
donation can help save 
lives in our community 
area. 

To schedule a time to 
donate, contact RRVBC 

at 815-965-8751, Please 
bring a photo ID and 
eat and drink before 
donating. If you have 
questions about our 
location, please give us 
a call at 815-234-8777. 

We are handicapped 
accessible.

OREGON — The First Fridays Open 
Mic presents its monthly show at the 
Oregon VFW this June 7. The event 
attracts many talented performers, but 
musicians and singers of all skill levels 
find acceptance from its supportive 
audience.

The show starts at 6:30 p.m. Admis-
sion is free, although a jar is available 
for donations. Performers can sign up 

for time slots on a first-come-first-serve 
basis, so it’s best to arrive by 6 p.m. 
or earlier. Interested parties who have 
questions can contact Jerry Tice, at 
815-449-2660.

The VFW is located at 1310 W. Wash-
ington St. in Oregon. It provides ample 
parking, along with the availability of a 
restaurant and bar within the building. 
A fish fry runs from 4-8 p.m.

Blood drive at United 
Church of Byron is June 6

Mike Bratt, in the center on guitar, was accompanied by Fred Grant on fiddle and 
Tim Laurence on banjo at the last month’s First Friday. (Courtesy photo)

First Fridays Open Mic is 
June 7 at Oregon VFW
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OREGON — Dorothy Darlene 
Burke, 91, lifetime Oregon resident, 
died on Sunday, May 26, 2024, at the 
Shepherds Premier Living 
Facility in Oregon, IL. She 
was born on May 2, 1933, 
in Oregon, IL, the daughter 
of Harry & Dorothy (Suter) 
Boyden.

She lived her entire life in 
Oregon and attended Oregon 
schools. She married the love 
of her life, Roger Burke on 
September 24, 1949, at the Or-
egon Church of God. Darlene 
and Roger spent the next 49 
years together until his passing on March 
11, 1998. They built a wonderful home, 
family and life together. She loved to 
spend her time crocheting, doing needle 
point, baking cookies and taking care of 
her garden and flowers. She baked the 
best apple pie that everyone enjoyed. 
One of her favorite past times was 
playing a mean game of Yahtzee with 
her family. Her family being one of her 
greatest passions in life.

She is preceded in death by her par-
ents, husband Roger, grandson Jacob 
Burke, and siblings Delores Barnhart, 
Edwin Boyden, Melvin Boyden, Darold 

Boyden, and Gerald Boyden. 
Darlene is survived and missed dearly 

by her loving son, Bob (Dawn) Burke; 
grandchildren Carrie (Rob) 
Tinsman, Brett Burke, Jason 
Coffman, Becky (Clayton) 
Merrill, Zachery Coffman; 
great-grandchildren, Cole 
(Sarah) Burke, Dylan Burke, 
Katelyn Merrill, Garrett Mer-
rill; great-great-grandchild 
Lane Burke; her siblings Dixie 
Bruce, Pat Donaldson, Betty 
Ferris, Barbara (Lorenzo) 
Maldonado, Kathleen Pursell, 
Harry (Deb) Boyden, Donald 

(Jackie) Boyden, Sue (Lee) Ossman, 
Sally (Rick) Vancura; and many nieces 
and nephews.

The family would like to give a heart-
felt thank you to the staff of Shepherd’s 
Premier Senior Living Center in Oregon 
and the staff at Serenity Hospice & Home 
for their kind and compassionate care.

Private family services have been 
scheduled in her honor. Dorothy will 
be laid to rest next to her husband in 
Riverview Cemetery of Oregon, IL. 
In lieu of flowers memorial donations 
can be made to the Oregon Village of 
Progress in her name.    

MONROE CENTER – Jean M. Han-
ke, age 89, died Tuesday, May 28, 2024 
at her home in Monroe Center following 
a sudden illness. She was born 
December 25, 1934 in the fam-
ily home near Lindenwood, IL, 
the daughter of Leonard and 
Martha (Brandt) Knoll. She 
attended Lindenwood grade 
schools and graduated from 
Rochelle High School in 1953. 

Jean married Raymond G. 
Hanke on June 25, 1955 at the 
Immanuel Lutheran Church 
in Lindenwood. Together she 
and her husband Ray owned 
and operated the Stillman Valley Gulf 
Station from 1964 – 1971 and then be-
came affiliated with Sunoco, changing 
the name to Stillman Valley Sunoco 
Service until their retirement in 1993. 

She was very proud to be a home-
maker raising her 2 daughters Beverly 
and Julie. Jean was a lifetime member 
of the Immanuel Lutheran Church 
in Lindenwood, IL where she was 
baptized, confirmed and married to 
Raymond. She also was a member of 
the church quilting club and volunteer 
at the church food pantry. 

She loved tending to her flower and 
vegetable gardens. Most of all Jean 
loved being with and cooking for her 

family. 
She was predeceased by her parents 

Leonard and Martha Knoll, her brother 
Roy Knoll, and her sister 
Ella Lilja. She is survived 
by her daughters Beverly 
(Brian) Johnson of Byron, 
IL and Julie (Terry) Patrick 
of Winnebago, IL; grand-
children Megan Thibodeau 
of Byron, IL; Kristen (Mike) 
Boyer of Byron, IL; Shawn 
Patrick (Alyssa Heslop) of 
Winnebago, IL; and Sara 
Patrick of Winnebago, IL; 
5 great grandchildren and 

many nieces and nephews. 
A funeral service will be held 11:00 

AM, Tuesday, June 4, 2024 at the 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Lin-
denwood, IL with the Rev. Matthew 
Rosebrock pastor of the church offi-
ciating. Visitation will be from 9:30 
o 10:45 AM prior to the service at the 
church. Burial will follow the service 
at Stillman Valley Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers a memorial fund 
is established in Jean’s name for the 
Immanuel Lutheran Church of Lind-
enwood and the Serenity Hospice and 
Home near Oregon, IL. 

To leave a condolence or memory of 
Jean visit www.farrellhollandgale.com.   

WINTER HAVEN, Fla. — Judith 
Louise Picha, 81, of Winter Haven, 
Florida, went to be with her Lord on 
May 26, 2024.  She was born 
on February 9, 1943, in Rock-
ford, Illinois, to Hubert and 
Ruth Eshbaugh, of Stillman 
Valley, Illinois.  She attend-
ed Stillman Valley schools 
for 12 years, graduating in 
1961.  Judy attended Rock-
ford Business College, and 
then became a legal secretary.  
She married George J. Picha 
on September 14, 1968 in 
Rockford, where they resided 
for 48 years.  Judy enjoyed being a stay-
at-home mom and spending time with 
their two sons, Mike and Tom, enjoyed 
working as a volunteer at church and for 
various non-profit organizations. She 
also enjoyed tennis, golfing, boating, 
and summers spent with her family 
at their Sister Bay, Wisconsin (Door 
County) home.  In 2016 George and 
Judy retired to their home in Door 
County and enjoyed many boat trips 
across Lake Michigan and into Canada.  
In 2020 they moved to Venice, Florida 
to enjoy peaceful, sunny days, and in 
2023 moved to Winter Haven.  Judy 
became a believer in Christ at a young 
age and was an active member of First 
Evangelical Free Church in Rockford 
and Sister Bay Baptist Church.  After 
moving to Winter Haven, she and 

George attended Faith Baptist Church.
She is survived by her husband 

George, their sons J. Michael (Kim-
berly) Picha and Thomas G. 
Picha; their grandchildren 
Taylor, David, Brooke, Ty 
Picha and Emma (Garrett) 
Smith; her sisters Nancy 
Gibson and Ann (James) 
Wittmer; niece Barbara 
(Donnie) Light; and nephews 
John (Nanette) Gibson, Paul 
(Carrie) Gibson, Andrew 
(Becky Ann) Wittmer, Timo-
thy (Becky Lou) Wittmer, and 
Mark (Jenni) Wittmer.  Judy 

was predeceased by her parents and by 
her brother-in-law Lawrence Gibson.  

Memorial services will be on June 
15, 2024, at Monroe Center Community 
Church, Monroe Center, IL, with Pastor 
Robert Mellon officiating.  Visitation 
will be from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM, with 
the service immediately thereafter.  
Arrangements by Farrell-Holland-Gale 
Funeral Home in Stillman Valley, IL. 
Private burial will be at the Monroe 
Center Cemetery.  In lieu of flowers, 
memorials should be sent to Lake Wales 
Care Center, 140 Park Ave, Lake Wales, 
Florida 33853. The family wishes 
to express their sincere appreciation 
to Good Shepherd Hospice for their 
exceptional care.  Visit www.farrell-
hollandgale.com to leave a condolence 
or memory of Judy.

FORRESTON — Patricia Dell Bronkema, 86, of Forreston, died Sunday, May 
26, 2024, at Harbor Hospice Home of Houston in Houston, TX.  Arrangements: 
Bosma-Renkes Funeral Home, Fulton, IL

Dorothy Darlene Burke

Jean M. Hanke

Judith Louise Picha

Patricia Dell Bronkema

BYRON — The Nu-
clear Regulatory Commis-
sion has selected Ashley 
Demeter as the new senior 
resident inspector at the 
two-unit Byron nuclear 
generating station in By-
ron, which is operated by 
Constellation Energy.

“I am pleased that Ash-
ley will lead the resident 
inspector office at Byron. 
During her tenure as 
resident inspector at the 
plant, she has demonstrat-
ed great competence and 
insight,” NRC Region III 
Administrator Jack Giess-
ner said. “Ashley made 
significant contributions 
to the important work 
of the resident inspector 
team at Byron. In her new 
role, she will continue to 
uphold the agency’s safety 
mission with competence, 
commitment and energy.”

NRC names new senior 
resident inspector at Byron 
Nuclear Generating Station

Demeter joined the 
NRC in 2021 as a project 
engineer. Most recent-
ly, she was the resident 
inspector at Byron. She 
has held rotational assign-
ments as a resident inspec-
tor at the Illinois-based 
Dresden, Braidwood, and 
Byron nuclear power 
plants. 

Prior to joining the 

NRC, she served as a 
shift test engineer at the 
Norfolk Naval Shipyard.

Demeter earned a mas-
ter’s degree in nuclear 
engineering from North 
Carolina State University 
and a bachelor’s degree 
in physics from Baldwin 
Wallace University. She 
also performed significant 
work in areas of nuclear 
modeling and simula-
tion research at the Oak 
Ridge National Laborato-
ry during graduate school.

Each U.S. commercial 
nuclear power plant site 
has at least two NRC 
resident inspectors. They 
serve as the agency’s eyes 
and ears at the facility, 
conducting inspections, 
monitoring significant 
work projects, and inter-
acting with plant workers 
and the public.

W H I T E WAT E R , 
Wis. — Brian Gale, a 
journalism major from 
Stillman Valley at the 
Un ive r s i ty  o f  Wis -
consin-Whitewater, is 
one of 17 Warhawks 
to  c la im a  Wiscon-
sin Community Media 
Best of the Midwest 
award for their work 

on UWW-TV during the 
2023-24 academic year.

Gale earned the fol-
lowing awards: first 
place, UWW-TV News 
- “Career Fair” 

Award winners will 
be recognized at the 
Best of the Midwest 
Media Fest banquet and 
show on May 16 at the 

Lismore Hotel in Eau 
Claire. 

Attendees will have 
the opportunity to net-
work  and  ce lebra te 
during the exhibitors 
reception and banquet.

The 2024 Best of 
the  Midwes t  Media 
Fest celebrates local 
Public, Education, and 

Government (PEG) Ac-
cess programming and 
Low-Power Communi-
ty Radio programming. 
The event recognizes 
local programming pro-
duced by both profes-
sionals and amateurs 
and provides producers 
with feedback on their 
work from a slate of 

four judges.
The nine-state Al-

liance for Community 
Media Midwest Region 
includes Illinois, Iowa, 
Kansas ,  Minneso ta , 
Missouri ,  Nebraska, 
North Dakota, South 
Dakota and Wisconsin.

UWW-TV is housed 
in UW-Whitewater ’s 

Gale honored for media work at UW-Whitewater
College of Arts and 
Communication. The 
station provides stu-
dents with hands-on ex-
perience in producing 
high-quality content 
both behind the scenes 
and on camera. 

To learn more about 
UWW-TV, visit uwwtv.
org.
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LOCAL NEWS

Any arrests listed in this 
paper are merely charges 
and the defendants are 
presumed innocent unless 
proven guilty in a court of 
law.
Please note that all police 
reports received from the 
Oregon Police, Byron Police, 

Polo Police, Mt. Morris Police, 
the Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the Illinois 
State Police, will be printed 
without exception.
Requests to omit particular 
reports will not be 
considered or honored at 
any time.

Report policy

08032020

Premium Hardwood • Designer Colored Mulches
Pulverised Dirt • Mushroom Compost • Straw Bales

Delivery Available
Please RSVP no later than 5pm the 
Friday before the steak fry and call
Bob Grace - 815-622-8940

June 8th

July 13th

Aug 10th

Covered outdoor and 
indoor seating enjoy 

your meal surrounded 
by nature and good 

friends.

Ribeye, baked potato, corn, 
beans, a salad and desert

Monthly Steak Fry

Porkchop or  Hotdog
option at reservation

$30per person

Starts at 6pm

YOUR OWN STEAK

Sept 14th

Oct 12th

over our charcoal pits!

ROCHELLE WILDLIFE CONSERVATION CLUB

06032024 doug@dougweber.net | 1688 Brandywine Lane, Dixon, IL | www.dougweber.net

05
15

20
17Buying or selling real estate in Northern Illinois?

Call Doug at 815-222-5806 for all your real estate needs!

Doug Weber
815-222-5806

Doug’s got the key! Call Doug today!

Polo Lions thank Polo COOP for donations

Thursday May 16, Polo Lions Member Jim Adams 
thanked Chris Spencer of the Polo COOP for its 
donation of propane for the Hazel Hurst sales. The 
Polo COOP filled two 20-pound tanks and filled a 
100-pound tank at Hazel Hurst which is used for the 
Lions Club steam tables and for the heater in the 
office. Thank you Chris and Polo COOP for the dona-
tion it is very much appreciated. (Courtesy photo)

Polo Lions Club offers grocery delivery

On Wednesday, May 15, Polo Lions Club Member Jim Adams is shown loading his car with groceries to make 
two deliveries. This service is provided by the Lions Club free of charge and is done every Wednesday. To 
get your groceries delivered call The Polo Fresh Food Market on Tuesday before 7 p.m.  If you forget, call 
Wednesday morning. The order must be at least $25 to get them delivered.  (Courtesy photo)

Oregon Lions thank the 
public for support of pork 
chop sale

The Oregon Lions wish to thank ev-
eryone who supported Lions’ chari-
ties on May 4. The drive-through 
pork chop sale was a great success. 
The club also wants to thank the 
community for their generous 
donations to the high school music 
room seat-replacement project 
that is presently underway. Shown 
is Oregon Lion Joe Kryszak with a 
pork chop drive through customer, 
and Oregon Lions Mike Hoff (left) 
and Mitch Logan (right) grilling 
pork chops for the pork chop 
sandwich sale on May 4. (Courtesy 
photos)

Oregon Lions host pork chop sandwich sale

On Saturday, May 4, the Oregon Lions held their first popular pork chop sandwich sale of the season. From left to right: Lion members James Brown, Phyllis Herr-
mann, Grant Afflerbaugh and Wayne Cole. 
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VIEWPOINT
The Ogle County Life is a division of 

News Media Corporation.
"Congress shall make no law. . .

abridging the freedom of speech or of the press"

Published every Monday
Jeff Helfrich, Managing Editor

MOMENTS IN 
TIME

LIFE letters' policy
Concise letters are most likely to be chosen for publication, but the use of any material is 

at the discretion of management. All letters must be signed or they will not be considered for 
publication.

During election times, no letters written by the candidates endorsing themselves will be 
considered for publication.

Editing may be necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will 
not be altered. Writers are urged to use discretion and refrain from sarcasm or personal at-
tacks. 

Criticism of individuals or organizations that is not broached tactfully will jeopardize the 
publication of a letter. Letters will be published in the order that they are received, unless 
there is a time factor involved, space permitting.

Ron Kern

Andrew 
Chesney

PLANTERS continue to 
roll out in the fields as 
we near the comple-

tion of spring planting. 
Weather forecasts through 
the summer continue to 
predict warmer-than-nor-
mal temperatures for the 
Corn Belt with near nor-
mal precipitation. Should 
that occur as predicted 
it should be a relative-
ly-good growing year. Of 
course, we never know until Fall 
harvest kicks-in.

As a kid growing up this time 
of year usually meant getting the 
cultivator ready to plow corn for 
the first time. Trying to get out 
any pesky weeds that emerged 
after planting. Beans would 
usually follow sometime a few 
weeks later.

It was July that I remember 
most. When the beans hit about 
thigh high it was time to grab 
the weed hook and go “walk 
beans.” It certainly was not the 
most pleasant job in the world, 
but it certainly built character, 
left you with a feeling of ac-
complishment and taught you 
that you are supposed to be tired 
after a long day of work.

I was home in Springfield 
recently and walking through 
the barn I spied those old weed 
hooks hanging in a corner. 
Memories came back of Pop 
and I trudging down those rows 
cutting out weeds. Brought my 
mind back to a simpler time in 
life.

And as I get older I start to 
enjoy those simple things the 

most.

Outlook event
The Lee, Carroll, Ogle 

and Whiteside County 
Farm Bureaus along with 
COUNTRY Financial will 
host a crop marketing 
outlook on the evening 
of June 12; at the Days 
Inn, Rock Falls. “What’s 
in Your Crop Marketing 
Plan?” is a two-hour 

seminar designed specifically for 
producers to help them manage 
risk associated with the current 
commodity markets and identi-
fy market conditions to capture 
profit margins through this year 
into next.

Dr. Steve Johnson, Retired 
Iowa State University Extension 
farm management specialist, 
will facilitate the program. Steve 
has served as the Farm & Ag 
Business management specialist 
in Central Iowa for Iowa State 
University Extension and Out-
reach since 1999.  

He specializes in topics 
related to government farm 
programs, crop insurance, crop 
marketing, grain contracts, farm-
land leasing and other crop risk 
management strategies. In the 
past year, he has conducted more 
than 120 meetings, workshops, 
seminars and conferences across 
the Corn Belt with nearly 15,000 
in attendance.

Steve uses web sites such as 
ISU Ag Decision Maker and 
Polk County Extension Farm 
Management along with vari-
ous print and electronic media. 

Annually he reaches more than 
200,000 producers, landowners 
and other agribusiness profes-
sionals. 

During the two-hour program 
producers will examine the 
following topics: Global Supply/
Demand & Crop Price Outlook, 
Understanding Summer Weather 
Forecasts, Review Crop Insur-
ance Coverage, Global Geo-Po-
litical Issues & Recession, Im-
plementing a ’24-’25 Marketing 
Plan, and Pre-Harvest Marketing 
Strategies and Tools.

This presentation will assist 
producers in designing and 
implementing a marketing plan 
that is specific to their own 
operation. It will present pro-
ducers with various options they 
can effectively utilize to capture 
market profits, manage market 
risks in this volatile market, 
minimize cost increases and 
make informed decisions on in-
put pricing, storage options and 
position their marketing plan for 
profit protection.  Market, global 
and recent economic factors will 
be examined and producers will 
learn to identify where profit 
opportunities and pitfalls lie for 
their farm operations. 

Pre-registration is required. 
To register for the program call 
815-732-2231 or email cfb@
ogle.comcastbiz.net

Program begins at 7 p.m. on 
June 12; Days Inn, Rock Falls.

“The only thing that sat its 
way to success was a hen.” -Sar-
ah Brown

Ron Kern is the manager of 
the Ogle County Farm Bureau. 

THOSE of us who grew up in stable 
homes with solid role models are very 
fortunate. While most of us probably 

did not know or appreciate it at the time, we 
were taught from an early age the difference 
between right and wrong, the proper way 
to treat people, respect toward others, 
and the importance of telling the truth 
and obeying the law. We were told that 
school was important, homework was to 
be done, and curfews were to be met. We 
had siblings that looked out for us. When 
we broke the rules, our actions had con-
sequences that ensured we would think 
twice before breaking the rules again. Did 
we make bad choices from time to time? 
Of course, we did. However, a support system 
was in place to provide redirection and instruc-
tion.

Sadly, many children do not grow up in a 
loving and nurturing home. They may be a child 
where the parent is largely absent from the home 
or is neglected, or worse, from a home where 
physical, emotional, and/or substance abuse is 
prevalent. For these kids with the odds stacked 
against them, it is incumbent upon those of us 
who had an easier path into adulthood or suc-
ceeded despite tremendous odds to step up and 
provide examples and guidance that is missing 
in these kids’ lives.

The importance and value of youth men-
torship cannot be understated at a time when 
incidents of domestic violence are regularly 
reported in police reports and when gangs are 
actively recruiting young people to get involved 
with their criminal enterprises. Whatever the 
reason, when a child is recommended for men-
torship, a well-functioning adult can help them 
through challenging experiences, life transitions, 
and stressful changes at home, school, or in their 
community.

After finishing college in Arizona, I lived 
there for a few years. While there, I contact-
ed a Big Brothers Big Sisters organization and 
expressed an interest in becoming a mentor, 
known as a “Big.” After a background check and 
a screening and matching process, I was paired 
with a 10-year-old child who had a very difficult 

home environment. As we slowly got to know 
each other, it became evident that my role as a 
“Big” would require some elements of parenting 
that he was not receiving at home, so our rela-
tionship evolved a little differently than many of 

the other Big Brother Big Sister pairings.
As years passed, our mentor-mentee 

relationship continued, and as his home 
life further deteriorated, I took on more 
of the parental responsibilities for him. In 
addition, we began enjoying many of the 
experiences he had missed that a father 
would typically enjoy with a son. I took 
him on his first camping trip, enrolled 
him in hunter safety classes, and taught 
him how to shoot a gun. I taught him how 

to drive a car, and a few years later helped him 
enroll in his first classes at Highland Commu-
nity College. I was also there and helped him 
purchase his first car.

During those difficult teenage and young 
adult years, it was important that he knew he 
had a safe place to go and an individual to talk 
to when he needed it. He moved into our home 
with my wife and me the day after he turned 18. 
There were bumps in the road, but with structure 
and support in place, he has overcome many 
obstacles.

Fifteen years have now passed since Nicholas 
and I were paired through Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters. Nicholas has completed community college 
and has a good job in the healthcare field. His 
life is filled with possibilities, and he is excited 
about his future.

Friday, April 26, was a very special day for 
us. We were at the Stephenson County Court-
house, and Nicholas, now 25 years old, was 
officially adopted by my wife and me, and he 
legally took the Chesney family name. We could 
not be prouder that he is our son.

Clearly, our mentor-mentee experience was 
different than most, but one thing is certain, it 
wasn’t just Nicholas’ life that was improved. 
Ours was too. And as my wife Kelly celebrated 
her first Mother’s Day recently, that fact was 
undeniably clear in our home.

Andrew Chesney (R-Freeport) is the Illinois 
state senator for the 45th District. 

Memories of years gone by

The Life-Changing Power of Mentorship

* On June 17, 2015, 21-year-old Dylann 
Roof joined members of Emanuel African 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, 
S.C., for a Bible study session before drawing 
a gun, telling the others that African Americans 
were “taking over the country,” and killing 
nine people. Roof was arrested the following 
morning and eventually sentenced to death 
for the crime.

* On June 17, 1994, “O.J.” Simpson, a 
former football player suspected of a double 
murder, flees along I-405 in Los Angeles in a 
white Ford Bronco with police in pursuit. News 
helicopters followed from above, and millions 
watched on television. Simpson was arrested 
at home an hour later.

* On June 18, 1979, President Jimmy Carter 
and Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev signed 
the Salt II agreement dealing with limitations 
and guidelines for nuclear weapons. However, 
due to the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan the 
following year, it never went into effect and 
Carter withdrew the U.S. from the agreement.

* On June 19, 1821, Jesuit missionary Pierre-
Jean De Smet met with Sioux leader Sitting 
Bull in present-day Montana in an attempt to 
convince local Native Americans to make peace 
with the United States. While the chief refused 
to personally sign a peace treaty, he sent one of 
his lesser chiefs to Fort Laramie, WY, to sign 
a pact in which the Sioux would allow white 
travel and settlement in specified areas.

* On June 19, 1972, the U.S. Supreme Court 
rules against Curt Flood in Flood v. Kuhn, 
denying him free agency as a baseball player. 
He was trying to break the reserve clause that 
tied players to one team. Three years later an 
arbitrator ruled in favor of free agency, but 
it was too late for Flood, who never played 
baseball again.

* On June 20, 1937, W2XBS (later WCBS-
TV) televised the first TV operetta, “The Pirates 
of Penzance” by Gilbert and Sullivan. It became 
the pair’s most popular creation. 

* On June 21, 2005, 80-year-old Edgar Ray 
Killen, a former KKK organizer, was declared 
guilty on three counts of manslaughter in the 
deaths of three civil rights workers in Phila-
delphia, MS, 41 years earlier, and sentenced 
to 60 years in prison.

* On June 21, 1788, New Hampshire be-
comes the ninth and last necessary state to 
ratify the Constitution of the United States, 
thereby making the document the law of the 
land. Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
Georgia, and Connecticut were the first to sign.

* On June 22, 1783, after hearing argu-
ments in the case of the slave ship Zong, the 
Chief Justice of the King’s Bench in London 
stated that a massacre of 142 captive Africans 
“was the same as if horses had been thrown 
overboard,” as the actual question before the 
court was whether the “cargo” was covered 
by insurance rather than who was responsible 
for their deaths. The trial would galvanize the 
burgeoning movement to abolish slavery.

* On June 23, 1940, Adolf Hitler surveyed 
notable sites in the then German-occupied 
French capital during his first and only visit 
to Paris, marking Napoleon’s tomb among the 
spots to see and calling the trip “the greatest 
and finest moment of my life.” 

* On June 23, 1959, after nine years in prison, 
Klaus Fuchs, the German-born Los Alamos 
scientist whose espionage helped the USSR 
build its first atomic and hydrogen bombs, is 
released from a British prison.

(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc. 
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All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

Loans For All Your Needs
* Auto * Home Improvement * Vacations

Give Us A Call - 815   561   4035!

Jami Hackman, Mgr. Tonia Holland

700 IL Route 72 E • Leaf River • 815-973-2432
Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, 9am-5pm

COMPLETE 
FEED & 
RUSTIC 
RELICS

SP
EC

20
18

Call 815-441-8207 for a free quote  
or to schedule service today!

HILLIKER.ELECTRIC@GMAIL.COM • FRANKLIN GROVE, IL

09
26

20
16

For All Your Insurance Needs.

JONES FUNERAL HOMES
Ask us about our guaranteed 

prearrangement contracts.
DIXON

204 S. Ottawa Ave.
288-2241

AMBOY
303 E. Main St.

857-2611
Patrick R. Jones, Jr. CC2018www.thejonesfh.com

09262016

2-Way Radio 
Communication

We are an 
authorized dealer of

Icom & Kenwood 
radio equipment

09
26

20
16

–Emergency– 815-734-4838

FULL SERVICE GARAGE
Computer Diagnostic • Brakes • Tires

Oil Change • Transmission Care
We Do It All – Give Us A Try!

CC2018

815-561-2181
900 N. 2nd St., Rochelle

www.rochellehospital.com

09262016

Burgers-Wings Appetizers-& More
115 S. Wesley Ave  815-734-4110

www.maggiesonline.com

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Brought to you by these sponsors:

LOCAL NEWS

June 7-Aug. 30
Summer’s nearly here and that means it’s time 

to get your happy feet ready to rock on the campus 
for the 12th season of the annual Mt. Morris Jam-
boree free concert series. We’ve got 13 Fridays, 
and a few Saturdays scheduled this year with a 
variety of stellar bands performing for your lis-
tening pleasure. All concerts are from 7-9 p.m. 
on the band shell, except for the Fourth of July. 
Local charitable organizations will be serving 
food concessions on every Friday night. Just For 
Fun Ice Cream will provide sweet treats and the 
MM Sr. and Community Center will have fresh 
popcorn on most nights, too. Ewe and Me Acres 
will be offering baked goods and fresh produce 
for sale on the campus every Friday from 5-8 p.m. 
as well. Here’s your schedule for 2024. Hope to 
see you there!

June 7: Brass From the Past - Classic Rock 
and Soul 

June 14: Rick Lindy and the Wild Ones - 50s 
and 60s Rock and Roll

June 21: The Rockin’ Fenderskirts - 50s and 
60s Rock and Roll 

June 28: New Heartaches - Honky-Tonk Country
July 4: Rick Lindy and the Wild Ones - 50’s & 

60’s R&R (6-8, at the school)
July 5: The StingRays - Oldies Rock and Roll
July 12: Howard and the White Boys -Blues
July 19: Chicago Tribute Anthology - Music 

from the Band Chicago and More 
July 26: Swingbilly Rfd. - Vintage Honky-Tonk 

and Western Swing 
Aug. 2: Jonny Lyons and the Pride - Classic 

Rock Show Band
Aug. 9: Heartache Tonight - Eagles Tribute 
Aug. 10: Jeff Elbel+Ping - Roots Rock and Roll 
Aug. 16: SHiNDiG! - 60’s Tribute 
Aug. 17: The Jodi Beach Quartet - Timeless 

Tunes from the 1930’s - Today 
Aug. 23: The Jimmys - Blues, Funk, Soul, R&B 
Aug. 24: Dirty Fishnet Stockings - Rockabilly 
Aug. 30: Fortunate Sons - Creedence Clearwater 

Revival Tribute 

June 23
Ogle Jolly 4H will host Dairy Day on June 23 

at Royal Blue General Store in Stillman Valley 
from 2-6 p.m. There will be games, activities and 
giveaways. June is Dairy Month. Come on out to 
learn all about dairy, cows, and local farm families 
while playing games, entering in a drawing for 
Royal Blue gift certificates, and supporting Royal 
Blue by enjoying their delicious ice cream.
June 26

Serenity Hospice and Home will be hosting 
a free six-week class entitled, “Understanding 
Your Grief.” This class, filled with compassion 
and hope and based on the book “Understanding 
Your Grief” by Dr. Alan Wolfelt is built around 
ten touchstones, basic principles that can help 
engage with grief and create momentum toward 
healing. Each participant will receive a book. This 
class starts June 26 and ends on July 31. The group 
will meet on Wednesdays at The Serenity Home 
from 5-6:30 p.m. Call Cathy or Dana at 815-732-
2499 for more information or to register.

OREGON – It was 
more than a dash of art 
for an event that sold out 
just weeks after tickets 
were available. Sereni-
ty Hospice & Home is 
thankful to the 237 peo-
ple who participated in 
the third annual Art Dash 
fundraiser at the River’s 
Edge Experience on 
April 10 in Oregon. The 
event featured 92 unique 
pieces of artwork, from 
a decorative wood table 
to skillful paintings, 
photography and more. 

It was a unique and 
energetic evening sur-
rounded by splendid art 
and live music complete 
with engaging specta-
tors, artists, and those 
who dashed around 

Art Dash created fun and funds 
for Serenity Hospice & Home

the event space seek-
ing their most coveted 
artwork to take home. 
The event, organized 
by Karen Virnoche and 
James Brown, drew 92 
people and featured art 
donated by 75 artists 
for the event. In addi-
tion to art, participants 

delighted over appe-
tizers crafted by Chefs 
Susan,  Michael  and 
Bryce Maddox, and at 
intermission, an enor-
mous spread of desserts 
was donated by area 
master dessert makers 
and greatly enjoyed by 
those with a sweet tooth. 

Over $30,000 was 
raised to help Serenity 
go above and beyond 
to provide bereavement 
care throughout the com-
munity and integrated 
therapies for patients in 
need. Over 80 individu-
als, businesses, and or-
ganizations financially 
sponsored or donated 
dessert items ensuring 
a successful opportunity 
for everyone in atten-
dance. Serenity Hospice 
& Home is the only 
five-star rated non-profit 
organization in the area 
serving nine counties 
throughout  northern 
Illinois and celebrating 
40 years of hospice and 
palliative care for those 
in need.

Flanagan named OHS April Senior of 
Distinction
 
Owen Flanagan was recently named the Oregon 
High School April Senior of Distinction. Pictured 
from left to right are OJSHS Agriculture Teacher 
Seth McMillian, Flanagan, and Stillman Bank Re-
tail Banking Representative Jodi Peters. Owen re-
ceived a gift card for his achievement.  (Courtesy 
photo)

Oregon High School’s May Senior of  
Distinction named
 
Anthony Bauer was recently named the Oregon 
High School May Senior of Distinction. Pictured 
from left to right is Stillman Bank Teller Supervi-
sor and Retail Banker Jodi Peters, Anthony Bauer, 
and OJSHS Technology Teacher Nate Rogers. 
Anthony received a gift card for his achievement. 
(Courtesy photo)
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ROCHELLE — Re-
cipients of the 2024 Ro-
chelle Community Hos-
pital Auxiliary $1,000 
healthcare scholarships 
have been announced. 
Five students received 
scholarships which in-
cluded the Ward A. and 
Mabel T. Miller Award. 

Congratulations to all 
of the recipients!  They 
include:

Abby 
Lundquist 

Recipient of the Ward 
A. & Mabel  T. Miller 
Award

Abby, an alumnus of 
R.T.H.S. will graduate 
from St. Ambrose Uni-
versity with plans to at-
tend SIU School of Med-
icine this fall to pursue a 
healthcare profession as 
a physician’s assistant. 
Ms. Van Hauen, her 
basketball coach shared, 
“Abby has the drive and 
intelligence to become a 
very successful physi-
cian assistant since she 
is certainly a dedicated 
leader.”  Ms. Gonzales, 
Abby’s clinical mentor 
said, “While having 
Abby shadow in my 
clinic, she demonstrated 
empathy and impressive 
patient-provider connec-
tions during our short 
time together.”

Bailey Jackson
Bailey is currently a 

freshman at University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln.  
She graduated last year 
from Rochelle Township 
High School. Bailey’s 
professional goal is to 
become a nurse practi-
tioner in labor and deliv-

RCH Auxiliary presents healthcare 
scholarships to 5 students

ery. Her English teacher, 
Ms. Fiala said, “Bailey’s 
passion for helping peo-
ple makes her well suited 
for the healthcare field 
and I was impressed 
by her drive for suc-
cess.”  Bailey’s personal 
experience with her 
grandfather and his care 
inspired her to enter the 
healthcare field.

Alyssa Leary
Alyssa is a senior at 

Oregon High School 
and will attend Loyola 
University-Chicago this 
fall.  Ultimately, she 
would like to become 
a board certified, prac-
ticing physician in a 
hospital setting. Alys-
sa’s Spanish teacher, 
Ms. Radostits stated, 
“Alyssa is a kind, com-
passionate and selfless 
individual.  She demon-
strates an innate ability 
to empathize with others 
and is always ready to 
offer her assistance.”  
After fulfilling her as-
pirations, Alyssa hopes 
to serve as a role model, 
specifically for young girls 
wanting to go into STEM 
so they are empowered 
to strive to achieve their 
own goals.

 Kennedy 
Underwood
Kennedy is a current 

senior at Rochelle Town-
ship High School who 
plans to attend North-
ern Illinois University. 
Her goal is to obtain her 
nursing degree and then 
pursue becoming a nurse 
practitioner.  Her science 
teacher, Mr. Baker, shared, 
“Kennedy has impressed 
me with her    disposition 
for science and her ability 
to find success. She is a 
great student, hard work 
and perfect candidate for 
this scholarship.” Kennedy 
shared that her father’s ca-
reer as a paramedic helped 
build her passion for the 
healthcare field.

 Alexavier 
Villatoro

Alexavier is a senior at 
Rochelle Township High 
School. He plans to attend 
UIC Honors College this 
fall pursuing a career in 
nursing. Mr. Welle, Al-
exavier’s English teacher 
shared, “Alexavier is one 
of the most dedicated, 
organized and motivated 
students. He uses technol-
ogy to his advantage, so 
much so that he has decid-
ed to devote his career to 
maximizing its uses for the 
benefit of others.” Alexavi-
er shared, “By achieving a 
job as a nurse, I can have 
effective communication 
with patients to save more 
lives.”

Kennedy Underwood Alexavier Villatoro

Alyssa LearyRiley Jackson Abby Lundquist

VandeSand, Caldwell awarded PAG 
scholarships

Zander VandeSand (above) was awarded the Per-
forming Arts Guild Scholarship at the Oregon High 
School Awards Ceremony which was held on May 
15 at the Rock River Center. PAG President Pam 
Ballard made the presentation. Zander plans to 
minor in theatrical arts at Augusta College. Kath-
erine Caldwell (below) was presented the Perform-
ing Arts Guild Scholarship by PAG member, Karen 
Urish. Katherine will be attending Toccoa Falls 
College majoring in music and Worship Ministry. 
(Courtesy photos)

STILLMAN VALLEY — The Stillman Valley 
High School Environment Club has won the Hutch-
croft Environmental Youth Award from the Keep 
Northern Illinois Beautiful Foundation. 

Keep Northern Illinois Beautiful (KNIB) is an af-
filiate of Keep America Beautiful, a leading national 
nonprofit organization which inspires and educates 
people to take action to improve and beautify their 
community and environment. The Hutchcroft award 
is bestowed upon an individual or a group of young 
people exhibiting a commitment to improving the 
environment. It is named in recognition of the late 
former Board President Alan Hutchcroft, who was a 

professor of chemistry at Rockford University and 
supported Keep Northern Illinois Beautiful’s mis-
sion from the outset as an active volunteer. Elaine 
Hutchcroft remains a dedicated donor.

Environmental Club Advisor Michelle Rogers 
said, “The SVHS Environmental Club has worked 
very hard to promote positive steps to help care 
for and maintain the environment in our local 
community.” 

The club has participated in many initiatives such 
as a national soft plastic collection competition 
which has earned three benches made from recycled 
plastic for Stillman Valley High School. They have 

contributed to the collection of over 1,500 pounds 
of plastic. Other initiatives include cleaning up the 
streets after the Stillman Valley Fall Fest Parade, 
community pumpkin recycling and a community 
Earth Day Challenge.

Club President Storm Hickey said, “The Envi-
ronmental Club is honored to accept this award 
graciously given by the Keep Northern Illinois 
Beautiful Foundation. The students in this club have 
worked tirelessly to not only keep their community 
clean, but the planet as well. Thank you to those 
who have supported and sponsored our club so that 
we may continue to keep our environment clean.”

 From left to right: Nola Ivy-Friberg, Aidan Oates, Zavier Meraz, Micah Reed, Storm Hickey, Delaney Connors, Bailee-Jo Nelson, and Alexis Camp. (Courtesy photo)

SVHS Environment Club wins 2024 
Hutchcroft Environmental Youth Award
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SVHS March 2024 Students of the Month named
 
Stillman Valley High School Students of the Month for March 2024 were recently named. Pictured 
from left to right are: SVHS Vice Principal Jeff Voltz, Jordan Barranco (12th grade), Annie O’Sulli-
van (11th grade), Alex Daughtery (10th grade), Hudson Pollock (ninth grade), and Stillman Bank Retail 
Office Manager Kelly Carlos. Each of the students received a gift card for their achievement. (Courtesy 
photo)

SVHS math team wins BNC math competition

The Stillman Valley High School math team won the Big Northern Conference math competition that was held on May 3 at Sauk Valley College. Students competed 
in individual as well as team events placing in every event. Over 135 students were at the competition. Other teams competing at the event were: Byron, Genoa 
Kingston, North Boone, Oregon, Rock Falls and Rockford Lutheran.  (Courtesy photo)

OHS’s Williams named Whiteside Area  
Career Center April Student of the Month

Gabriel Williams of Oregon High School was recent-
ly named the Whiteside Area Career Center April 
Student of the Month. Williams is in the computer 
technology program and is a senior at OHS. He is the 
son of Joshua Williams & Nubia Bohms. (Courtesy 
photo)

Stillman Valley High School’s April 2024 Students of the Month named
 
Stillman Valley High School Students of the Month for April 2024 were recently named. Pictured from left to right are: SVHS Vice 
Principal Jeff Voltz, Lauren Locey (ninth grade), Sophia Barnes (10th grade), Aiden Oates (11th grade), Hailey Jones (12th grade), and 
Stillman Bank Retail Office Manager Kelly Carlos. Each of the students received a gift card for their achievement. (Courtesy photo)

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — 
More than 50 students and 
organizations were recog-
nized for their leadership 
on campus at the 2024 Bel-
mont Student Leadership 
Awards (BSLA) through 
the Division for Student 
Formation Wednesday, 
April 10. 

The Student Govern-
ment Association Out-
standing Member Award 
was presented to Emma 
Rae Thurow of  Davis 
Junction. 

Belmont Student 
Leadership 
Awards honor 
Thurow of Davis 
Junction

MADISON, Wis. — Isa-
belle McKinley of Byron has 
been named to the Dean’s List 
for the Spring 2024 semester 
at Edgewood College.

Fulltime undergraduate and 
post-baccalaureate students 
who earn a cumulative GPA of 
3.75 or higher are eligible for 
the Dean’s List after complet-
ing 24 credit hours of study at 
Edgewood College.

McKinley makes 
Dean’s List at 
Edgewood College
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DIRECTORY OF AREA  
HUMAN SERVICES

Alcohol Abuse Counseling & Recovery
A.A. Hotline  800-452-7990
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle  562-3801

Domestic Abuse Agency and  
24-Hour Shelter and Helpline
HOPE of Ogle County 562-8890 or 732-7796
Counseling Services, Court Advocacy, Latina Advocacy, and 
Shelter programs

Education
University of Illinois Extension-Ogle County
421 W Pines Rd, Oregon 61061 732-2191

Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority
200 W Washington, Oregon 732-1301

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County
P.O. Box 628
Oregon, IL 61061 732-6855  
 

Mental Health
Family Counseling Services 962-5585
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc. 
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle 562-3801
The Serenity Shed Grief Services 732-2499

Senior Citizens Services
Hub City Senior Center 562-5050
Mt Morris Senior Center 734-6335
Polo Senior Center 946-3818
Rock River Center 732-3252
Oregon, IL 800-541-5479

Sexual Assault/Abuse
Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling
24-hour hotline 636-9811
412 W Washington, Oregon 732-0000

Therapeutic 
Pegasus Special Riders 973-3177

Veterans’ Services
Rock River Center 732-3252
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499
Medical Transportation 677-6515

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon 562-6976
510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle 562-6976
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499

Serving dinner Wednesday 5 - 8 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 5 - 8 p.m. 07

27
20

22

Join us on Friday nights for 
fish, chicken and more
Saturday we serve up 

Chicken Ralphie 
a fan favorite 

The slots are hot and 
the beer is cold

OREGON — On May 20 at approxi-
mately 4:29 p.m. deputies responded to a 
disabled vehicle at Illinois Route 64 and 
Chana Road. After a brief investigation, 
deputies arrested Destini Evans, 25, of 
Chicago, for driving while license sus-
pended. Evans was released on a notice 
to appear and shall appear in court at a 
later date.

On May 21 at approximately 10:52 
p.m. deputies responded to the 5,700 
block of North Freeport Road in response 
to a single-vehicle crash. Upon investi-
gation, it was learned that a Silver Ford 
F150, driven by Curtis F Wade, 67, of 
Sterling, struck a tree that had fallen in 
the roadway. The Ford then lost con-
trol and entered the west ditch, where 
it came to rest on its passenger side. 
Wade was transported to the hospital for 
non-life-threatening injuries. Deputies 
were assisted at the scene by Forreston 
Fire and EMS. 

On May 22 at approximately 8:41 p.m. 
deputies responded to a single-vehicle 
rollover crash in the 7,000 block of West 
Henry Road.  An initial investigation 
into the crash revealed a westbound 
vehicle lost control on the gravel road-
way and entered the south ditch, where 
it overturned.  The driver of the vehicle, 
a 17-year-old female juvenile of rural 
Dixon, was pronounced deceased at 
the scene.  A juvenile passenger in the 
vehicle was transported to KSB Hospital 
for treatment of non-life-threatening 

injuries. Deputies were assisted at the 
scene by Polo Fire/EMS and Mt Morris 
Fire. The accident remains under inves-
tigation. 

On May 22 at approximately 6:21 p.m. 
deputies were dispatched to a single-ve-
hicle rollover crash with injuries in the 
10,000 block of North Illinois Route 2. 
It was determined that a tan 2014 Chev-
rolet driven by Dawn Campbell, 52, of 
Machesney Park, was northbound on 
Illinois Route 2 when the driver struck 
a guardrail on the eastbound side of the 
roadway, causing the vehicle to overturn. 
Campbell was treated on the scene by 
Byron Fire/EMS for minor injuries. 
Deputies were assisted by the Byron 
Police Department and Byron Fire/EMS. 

On May 25 at approximately 4:12 
p.m. deputies conducted a traffic stop at 
Harmony Road and Pines Road.  After 
an investigation, deputies cited Merissa 
Lynch, 24, of Rockford, for driving while 
license suspended, no insurance and 
expired registration.  Lynch was given a 
notice to appear in court. Lynch’s vehicle 
was towed from the scene.   

On May 25 at 11:04 p.m. deputies 
and the Oregon Fire Department were 
dispatched to the 1,000 Block of North 
Limekiln Road for a single-vehicle 
accident. Upon investigation, it was 
determined that the operator of the vehi-
cle, Terry L. Williams, 25, of Rockford, 
was traveling north on Limekiln Road 
when the vehicle left the roadway, before 

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

overcorrecting and traveling into the 
west ditch and striking a tree. Williams 
was transported to KSB Hospital with 
non-life-threatening injuries. Williams 
was issued citations for improper lane 
usage, illegal transportation of alcohol, 
failure to reduce speed to avoid an acci-
dent, and operating an uninsured motor 
vehicle.

On May 25 at approximately 11:30 
p.m. deputies responded to 3922 N. 
River Road in Oregon for the report of a 
disturbance.  After conducting an investi-
gation, Dustin Nelson 40, of Byron, was 
placed under arrest for aggravated battery 
with a deadly weapon. The other party 
involved sustained non-life-threatening 
injuries and refused medical attention 
on the scene. Nelson was transported to 
the Ogle County Jail where he remained 
housed pending an appearance before 
a judge.

0n May 26 at approximately 1:45 a.m. 
deputies responded to 1302 S. Harmony 
Road in Oregon for a report of distur-
bance. After conducting an investigation, 
Nikolas Groves, 19, of Princeton was 
placed under arrest for illegal consump-
tion of a minor. Groves was released on 
a notice to appear in court.

On May 26 at approximately 2:40 
p.m. deputies along with the Byron Fire 
Department responded to a three-vehicle 
crash in the 5,000 block of North Illinois 
Route 2. After conducting an investiga-
tion, it was learned that a red Chevrolet 
Silverado, operated by a juvenile, was 

southbound on Illinois Route 2 when 
they became distracted within the vehicle 
causing the Chevrolet to travel into the 
southbound lane striking the driver’s side 
of a silver Honda Civic traveling north-
bound.  A black Chevrolet Silverado was 
traveling northbound behind the Honda 
and was also struck by the red Chevrolet 
on its rear passenger side.   The driver 
of the black Chevrolet was transported 
to KSB Hospital in Dixon for treatment 
of suspected minor injuries. The juvenile 
was issued a citation for improper lane 
usage and all vehicles were towed due 
to disabling damage.

On May 27 at approximately 12:18 
a.m. deputies responded to Fat Cat Slots 
in Hillcrest for reports of a disturbance. 
After a brief investigation, Vincent 
Kuczynski, 25, of Rochelle, was arrested 
for battery. Kuczynski was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail where he was 
booked and released on a notice to appear 
with a future court date.

On May 27 at 2:39 p.m. deputies con-
ducted a traffic stop in the 4,000 block 
of North Illinois Route 2. After a brief 
investigation deputies arrested James 
Jefferson, 37, of Rockford, for driving 
while license suspended. Jefferson was 
released with a notice to appear on a 
future date. Jefferson was additionally 
issued citations for suspended registra-
tion and operating an uninsured motor 
vehicle.

All individuals are considered inno-
cent until proven guilty. 

Chicago woman arrested for driving while license suspended

POLO — On May 23 
at 3:01 p.m. Travis C. 
McCann, 41, Polo, was 
arrested for operation 
of an uninsured motor 
vehicle, driving with 
a suspended driver’s 
license and no regis-

tration. McCann was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail and released 
with a notice to appear.

General  Calls for 
Service for the weeks 
for May 13-26: Citizen 
complaints/assists: Nine. 

Juvenile: One. Distur-
bance/domestics: Two. 
Fire/medical assists: 
Two. Alarm/open door: 
One. Traffic stops: Four. 

All individuals are 
considered innocent un-
til proven guilty. 

ROCHELLE — A Rochelle man 
was found guilty of sexual exploitation 
of a child after a bench trial by Judge 
John B. Roe, a May 28 press release 
by Ogle County State’s Attorney Mike 
Rock said. 

Dennis A. Sage, 68, of Rochelle was 
found guilty on May 24. In June of 
2022, the Rochelle Police Department 
investigated a sexual exploitation 
complaint made by a minor female 

against the defendant. The case was 
reviewed by the Ogle County State’s 
Attorney’s Office and charges were 
authorized. 

Sexual exploitation of a child is a 
class-four felony punishable by up to 
1-3 years in the Illinois Department of 
Corrections or is probationable. The 
conviction does require sex offender 
registration. A post-trial status date is 
set for June 18. at 10 a.m.

POLO POLICE DEPARTMENT

Man arrested for operating 
uninsured vehicle, driving while 
license suspended, no registration

Rochelle man found guilty of 
sexual exploitation of a child

MT. MORRIS — 
Brass From The Past “ 
Rock & Soul Revue “A 
Tribute to the Legends of 
Rock & Soul make their 
long awaited return to per-
form from 7-9 p.m. on the 
Mt. Morris Bandshell on 
June 7, opening our twelfth 
annual season of free 
concerts on the campus. 
Brass From The Past will 
take our audience on a 
musical journey from late 
60s into the early 80s... 
touching on a few 90s and 
2000s to end the show . 
Featuring an unstoppable 
six-piece horn section, tight 

four-piece rhythm section, 
and five powerful singers 
who command the stage. 
This is no ordinary band! 
Brass from the Past plays 
the music of Stevie Won-
der, Four Tops, Tempta-
tions, Michael Jackson, 
Chicago, Doobie Brothers 
, Prince, Aretha Franklin, 
James Brown, BS&T, Pat-
tie Labelle, Bruno Mars, 
Chaka Kahn, O’Jays, Tow-
er of Power and more.

Concessions for the 
evening will be provided 
by the Mt. Morris Moose 
Lodge. Just 4 Fun Ice 
Cream and Bill’s Famous 

Lemonade stand will be 
there as well, all starting at 
6 p.m. Ewe and Me Acres 
will have a fresh produce 
stand with a variety of 
fruits, vegetables, baked 
goods, jams, jellies and 
dog treats on the Campus 
too, from 5-8 p.m.

Please bring a blanket 
or chair, or enjoy the new 
benches and join the fun 
on our beautiful, historic 
campus in the center of Mt. 
Morris, two blocks south 
of Illinois Route 64 on 
Wesley Avenue and enjoy 
the free classic rock and 
soul concert.

Brass From the Past to play 
Mt. Morris Bandshell June 7
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SV Lions Club presents scholarships 
to Bradle, Rogers

Stillman Valley Lions Club presented schol-
arships to two students at Stillman Valley 
High school on May 1. Lions member Al Unger 
presented $750 awards to Anna Bradle and 
Braden Rogers.  
(Courtesy photo)

POLO — Nathaniel 
Yingling was recently 
named the April Student 
of the Month at Polo 
Community High School 
and received a scholarship 
from the Polo Schools 
Foundation for his efforts. 
He is the son of Ken and 
Jenni Yingling.

Yingling’s extracur-
ricular activities include 
football, basketball, base-
ball, trap shooting, FFA 
and the bass fishing club. 
After high school, he plans 
to enlist in the Marine 
Corps.

Upon winning the 
award, Yingling filled out 
a list of questions about his 
school experience.

What does it take to be 
a successful high school 
student?

Try your best and do 
your homework.

What class do you 
find really engaging and 

Yingling named April 2024 Student of the 
Month at Polo Community High School

Polo senior participates in football, basketball, FFA

why? 
Production Woodwork-

ing with Ted Alston. In this 
class we have been making 
chairs to sell to people who 
ordered them. I do this with 
my friends Brock Soltow 
and Jacob Monaco.

What are your ca-
reer and post-graduation 
plans? 

I am currently enlisted 
in the Marines and plan 
to be Security Forces and 
then try to join the FAST 
Team.

What are your two 
favorite extracurricular, 
volunteer or community 
activities you participate 
in? 

Football because I 
loved working with my 
friends to win games and 
make ourselves better 
people with better work 
ethics. Bass fishing be-
cause I like fishing and I 
can learn new techniques 
to use while I’m fishing.

Please share a mo-
ment, group event or 
activity at school that 
was meaningful or mem-
orable.  

When we beat Milled-
geville in the playoffs this 
year.

What is your hope for 
the future? 

To be successful in 
whatever career I choose 
after the Marines and 
be able to provide for a 
family.

William and Beverly Burkardt Family Foundation awards 10 scholarships

The William and Beverly Burkardt Family Foundation recently awarded 10 scholarships on May 8 to the following (left to right after presenters Paula and Mike 
Faivre): De’Angelo Fernandez, Karlea Frey, Avery Faivre, Allissa Marschang, Sydney Rahn, Ellia Escobar, Courtney Grobe, Carter Merdian, Madison Glawe, and Alex 
Albano. (Courtesy photo)
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SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY BY  
SUPPORTING THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES

Community Unity

Ogle County

606 E Washington St.,  
Oregon, IL 

815-732-9100
RockValleyProperties.com
Each office is independently owned & operated.

202 N. Walnut St.,  
Stillman Valley
815.645.8979

www.walterstax.com 7993 N. River Rd., Byron
815.234.8535

www.byronforestpreserve.com

815.757.4383
102 Pacific St., Monroe Center

www.hursthvac.com

116 E Main St, Stillman Valley, IL 61084
https://www.facebook.com/legacybarandgaming/

412 W. Washington St., Oregon
815.732.5291

www.rockrivertitle.com

ANTIQUE STORE
Sweet Revival
12554 IL-64, Kings
815.761.5643
sweetrevivalantiques.com

BAR/GAMING/ENTERTAINMENT
Legacy Bar & Gaming
116 E. Main St., Stillman Valley
facebook.com/legacybarandgaming/

Oregon VFW Post 8739 & Mess Hall
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon
815.732.6851
facebook.com/oregonvfwpost8739

BLACKTOP & SEALCOATING
King Blacktop
3499 N. Tower Rd., Byron
815.234.4171
kingblacktop.com

BOUTIQUE
Oregon Soap Shoppe & Green Art Etc.
91C Daysville Rd., Oregon
866.411.6614
oregonsoapshoppe.com

CONSIGNMENT SHOPPING
ReRuns
120 W. 2nd St., Byron
815.406.8060
rerunsbyron.com

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Stillman Bank
608 W. Blackhawk Dr., Byron
815.234.5626
1445 IL Route 2 North, Oregon
815.732.7956
101 East Main St., Stillman Valley
815.645.2266
stillmanbank.com

GARDEN CENTER
Hidden Timber Gardens
462 S. Chana Rd., Chana
815.751.4162
hiddentimbergardens.com

HEALTH SERVICES
Rochelle Community Hospital
900 N. 2nd St., Rochelle
815.562.2181
rochellehospital.com

HVAC SERVICES
Hurst Heating & Cooling
102 Pacific St., Monroe Center
815.757.4383
hursthvac.com

MANUFACTURING
Coilcraft
9 Clay St., Oregon
815.732.6834
coilcraft.com

MENTAL HEALTH/COUNSELING SERVICES
Changes Counseling, LLC
121 S. 4th St., Oregon
815.501.2088
changescounselingllc.com

Sinnissippi Centers
100 Jefferson St., Oregon
815.732.3157
1321 N. 7th St., Rochelle
815.562.3801
sinnissippi.org

PARKS & RECREATION
Byron Forest Preserve
7993 N. River Rd., Byron
815.234.8535
byronforestpreserve.com

Oregon Park District 
Nash Recreation Center
304 S. 5th St., Oregon
815.732.3101
oregonpark.org

TITLE COMPANY
Rock River Title
412 W. Washington St., Oregon
815.732.5291
rockrivertitle.com

REAL ESTATE AGENCY
RE/MAX of Rock Valley
606 E. Washington St., Oregon
815.732.9100
rockvalleyproperties.com

SENIOR SERVICES
Rock River Center
810 S. 10th St., Oregon
815.732.3252
rockrivercenter.com

TAX PREPARATION SERVICES
Walters Accounting
202 N. Walnut St., Stillman Valley
815.645.8979
walterstax.com

608 W. Blackhawk Dr., Byron
815.234.5626

1445 IL Route 2 North, Oregon
815.732.7956

101 East Main St., Stillman Valley
815.645.2266

stillmanbank.com

900 N. 2nd St., Rochelle
815.562.2181

rochellehospital.com

304 S. 5th St., Oregon
815.732.3101

oregonpark.org
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Byron’s Starwalt takes 21st at state

Byron High School athletes Sam Gentz and Tim 
Starwalt represented the boys track and field 
team in the IHSA State Championships at East-
ern Illinois University. Starwalt took 21st in the 
1600-meter run with a time of 4:33.17 and Gentz 
finished 29th in the shot put with a heave of 13.98 
meters. (Courtesy photo)

Lady Hawks compete at State track meet

The Oregon High School girls track and field team sent several student-athletes to the IHSA State Champi-
onships, which were held at Eastern Illinois University earlier this month. Lorelei Dannhorn finished 28th 
in the 800-meter run with a time of 2:44.04 and Rylie Robertson finished 23rd in the 100-meter hurdles 
with a time of 17.45 seconds for the Hawks, who competed in Class 1A. Oregon’s 400-meter relay team 
(Rylie Robertson, Lexi Ebert, Grace Tremble and Miranda Ciesiel) took 12th with a time of 51.44 seconds 
and Oregon’s 800-meter relay team (Lexi Ebert, Miranda Ciesiel, Daleanah Koertner and Grace Tremble) 
took 16th with a time of 1:50.82. Grace Tremble tied for 16th in the high jump with a height of 1.50 me-
ters. (Courtesy photo)

Jenn Goley
630-732-6858

Carla Benesh
815-985-6235

Mark True
815-631-1699

Lori Peterson
815-973-2180

JD Gieson
815-677-1873

Stephanie Wendt
815-985-2055

Merri Cruz
815-988-7947

Rebecca Hazzard
Designated Managing Broker/Owner

815-509-8432

Carrie Rowland
815-677-8656

Erin Spence
815-262-5555

Boone Lockard
815-970-3506

Ashley Patterson
815-291-6308

Jenny Kirchner
815-440-2145

Josie Kuss
815-994-1079

Taylor Miller
815-751-8943

Casey Cline
217-840-8855

Jamie Pendergrass
815-243-4310

Becky Adams
815-509-5837

Matt Bouback
815-505-5827

Jen
773-849-3522

Jessica Lowry
815-315-2617

RockValleyProperties.com
Each office is independently owned & operated.

JUST LISTED!

606 E Washington St., Oregon, IL
114 E Everett, Dixon, IL

815-732-9100

812 W. Main Street, Ashton  
$215,000 Call Boone

 Ralphie and Lulu’s Bar & Restaurant is being offered for sale! 
Here is your chance to own a piece of property in downtown 
Ashton with a well-established bar and grill. Locals love Ralphie 
and Lulu’s along with other regulars that travel from afar. Known 
for the great atmosphere and delicious food, this business is 
being sold completely turnkey! The sale includes the real estate 
along with all equipment. The building has ample storage, a large 
kitchen, and an apartment upstairs. If you have always dreamed of 
owning a bar, do not miss your chance to call this successful bar 
and grill yours!

502 Franklin Street, Oregon  
$194,900 Call Becky

Great downtown Oregon location for this retail/office building. This 1 level property 
has 1800+ sq ft currently used as a retail store. It has 3 separate entrances, 
2 bathrooms (1 ADA compliant), 2 “retail shop” rooms with original hardwood 
24.1x21.2 and 16.6 x12.6, 1 large room used as a classroom 21.2x13.3, office 
12x8.3, another large room 17.1x13.3, 2nd office 12x8.3 and attic area with lots of 
potential is partially finished for use 17.7x13.3 & 14.4x13.7. Five mini-split electric 
heat & air units. New roof 2023, front sign posts are grandfathered in (actual sign 
will be removed), located in TIF district, pergola over patio, electrical redone in 2021, 
3 newer windows, newer homemade main door, custom built beams on ceiling, barn 
doors on storage closet. Zoned commercial. Move your business right in!

10 E. Hitt Street, Mt. Morris  
$399,000 Call Jennifer Rybicki

Are you ready to jump into the restaurant business? Look no further, 
this turnkey operation could be yours!!! The Peppermill restaurant 
is selling both business and building after 30 successful years of 
operation. The current owners have built a strong customer base, 
friendly atmosphere at a great location. The Peppermill offers a bar 
on the left side of the business with over 20 bar stools, seating for 
over 100 guests in the building and adequate amount of parking. 
Current owners are willing to train and guide you to maximize your 
investment and produce a cash flowing business of your own. This 
sale includes all equipment and inventory for a smooth transition. 
Set up your showing today, don’t miss out this great opportunity!

504 N. Stanton, Davis  
$250,000 Call Rebecca

THE REAL MCCOY’S, IS A REAL DEAL! If you are looking for the quintessential, 
turnkey, small town bar- look no further! The Real McCoy’s has been a community 
staple for over 11 years with a longstanding history of great food and a great 
atmosphere. Being sold completely turnkey including all bar fixtures and equipment, 
the property has many updates including roof, HVAC, bar coolers, flooring, bar top, 
direct pour beer system, electric and plumbing. Spacious kitchen with prep area 
was also redone in the last 3 years with all new equipment. There is dining seating 
for 60 and bar seating for 15. Outdoor beer garden area recently finished and 
fenced, ready for entertainment! Extra income from the apartment upstairs with long 
term tenant. Full list of equipment and recent years financials available to qualified 
buyers. Call today for more information on this excellent investment!

410 Marclare Street, Dixon  
$149,888 Call Taylor

Welcome to this delightful turn-key ranch-style home that offers 
both comfort and practicality. This property features a one-car 
attached garage for convenient and secure parking with direct 
access to the home. Enjoy the changing seasons in the large three-
season porch, a cozy and versatile space. The backyard borders an 
elementary school which provides for an open view. The central air 
unit was recently updated, ensuring your comfort during the warmer 
months. Don’t miss the opportunity to make 410 Marclare St your 
new home. Schedule a showing today!

834 W. Chinquapin Drive, Oregon $359,000 Call Lori
You found it! Fabulous 4 bedroom home with Silver Ridge Golf Course frontage. Now is 
your chance to own this fabulous property. The modern kitchen has quartz countertops, a 
big island and newer appliances. Both upper level bathrooms are recently remodeled and 
just what you need. Main bedroom has a walk-in closet as well as a private bathroom. 
The walk out basement has plenty of entertaining areas plus a half bath. The first floor 
has a large laundry/mud room with a half bath all between the garage and the kitchen. 
Plenty of room to leave your coats and shoes before you enter the kitchen! To top it all 
off, you will absolutely fall in love with the gorgeous 3 season porch overlooking the 
backyard. Make your appointment today!

2475 Copper Drive, Freeport $395,000 Call Lori
Gorgeous Mid Century Home! This house has it all! New roof, new whole house generator, 
fenced back yard, creek at the back of the property, 4 car oversized, attached garage, new 
landscaping, updated electric, new appliances, all freshly painted. Primary bedroom has a 
fully remodeled, superb bathroom and an enormous walk in closet. Kitchen is all updated 
with stainless steel appliances and brand new quartz countertops. This house is bright 
and inviting! Walk out lower level has a fun, great big wet bar and family room, a bedroom 
with egress, a full bathroom and a great laundry area. The living room has a huge picture 
window with new blinds that open from the top or the bottom. Spend your morning on the 
back deck, 3 season porch or walking through the woods down by the creek. Make your 
appointment to see it all.
 

214 N. Etnyre Avenue, Oregon $89,000 Call Rebecca
3 BEDROOM HOME ON LARGE LOT WITH 2 CAR GARAGE! Move quickly to call this 3 
bedroom, 1 bathroom home with partially finished basement yours! New roof and siding 
in 2023 and a fully fenced yard add to the perks of this property! Upstairs you will find 
living room, kitchen, dining, bathroom and 3 bedrooms. Partially finished lower level with 
rec room. Large, detached 2 car garage. Fully fenced yard with your own deck! Call for a 
showing today

NEW 

LISTING

NEW 

LISTING

NEW 

LISTING

COMMERCIAL LISTINGS! COMMERCIAL LISTINGS! COMMERCIAL LISTINGS! COMMERCIAL LISTINGS! COMMERCIAL LISTINGS! COMMERCIAL LISTINGS! COMMERCIAL LISTINGS! COMMERCIAL LISTINGS! COMMERCIAL LISTINGS! COMMERCIAL LISTINGS!
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1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.
Dr. Nicole Marquardt  
Dr. Lynn Deets
Dr. Melissa Corson

Space 

Available
Advertise With Us

Onyx
Are you looking for a calm senior fellow to 

spend time with in your quiet home? You may 

consider me, Onyx. I know some basic commands and walk well on a leash - I also 

like laps and to give kisses! I like to spend time in my crate during my time at Tails 

and indicate when I need to go potty. Young kids and loud noises stress me out, but 

I know my perfect person is out there! I’m not in the main adoption area at Tails so 

please ask at the front desk to meet me.
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:

PET OF 
THE WEEK

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.orgwww.tailshumanesociety.org

Frozen 
treats in 

Moderation
Frozen treats, along with ice and 

iced-water are safe for dogs to eat 
and enjoy safely – as long as they 
enjoy them in moderation. If a dog 

eats or drinks any type of food or drink 

Call:
Andrew Heiserman 815-561-2123
Christel Ackland 815-561-2153

or
Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

to advertise on the Pet of the Week Page!

SPORTS NEWS
Welcome home

The Forreston-Polo girls track and field team was welcomed home 
via a special escort from the local police and fire departments. 
Forreston-Polo competed in the IHSA State Championships at 
Eastern Illinois University in Charleston, medaling in four events. 
(Courtesy photos)

1A Sectional winners advance to state meet

The Forreston-Polo girls track and field team won the 
IHSA 1A Oregon Sectional on Friday, May 10 with 101.5 
total points. Among the state qualifiers were Bree Schnei-
derman in the 100-meter dash and the 200-meter dash, 
Letrese Buisker in the 300-meter hurdles and Sydni 
Badertscher in the shot put and discus. Forreston-Polo 
also advanced to the state meet in the 400-meter relay 
(Elsa Monaco, Bree Schneiderman, Letrese Buisker and 
Autum Pritchard) and the 800-meter relay (Elsa Monaco, 
Bree Schneiderman, Letrese Buisker and Autum Pritchard). 
(Courtesy photos)
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SPORTS & LOCAL NEWS

Full-Time 2nd 
Shift Dispatcher

Hours are Monday – Friday 12:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
On Call Every 3rd Weekend

Remote Opportunities Available Once 
Stable in the Position

Benefits: Health Insurance, Dental 
Insurance, 401K & PTO

Apply Online or in Person | Call for More Information
Queens Trucking & Construction, Inc.  

322 Errett Road, 
Rochelle 

815-562-6064 
queens-trucking.com

Now Hiring

06022024

Forreston, Polo 
players named 
to All- 
Conference 
team

OGLE COUNTY 
— The  Nor thwes t 
Upstate Il l ini  Con-
ference released its 
2024 All-Conference 
Softball Team. Among 
the First-Team All-
NUIC South honorees 
were Forreston’s Jenna 
Greenfield and Ayla 
Kiper as well as Polo’s 
Cheyenna Wilkins and 
Karlea Frey.

Second-Team All-
NUIC South winners 
included Forreston’s 
Ella Ingram and McK-
enna Rummel as well 
as Polo’s Sydnei Rahn 
and Camrynn Jones. 
Honorable Mentions 
included Forreston’s 
Bailey Sterling. For-
reston also won the 
NUIC South Sports-
manship Award.
Oregon, 
Stillman, Byron  
players named 
to soccer 
All-Conference 
teams

OGLE COUNTY 
— The Big Northern 
Conference released its 
2024 All-Conference 
Girls Soccer Team. 
Among the First-Team 
All-Conference win-
ners were Oregon’s 
Deborah Schmid, Anna 
Stender, Teagan Cham-
pley and Mya Engelkes 
as well  as Byron’s 
Delaney Henert and 
Hailey West. Stillman 
Valley’s Cynthia Ro-
driguez also earned 
First-Team All-BNC 
honors.

Second-Team All-
BNC honorees includ-
ed Oregon’s Kenna 
Wubbena  and  Sar-
ah Eckhardt, Byron’s 
Brynn Green and Ava 
Salo as well as Still-
man Valley’s Grace 
Costello and Amelia 
Dunseth. Honorable 
Mentions included Or-
egon’s Addison Rufer 
and Aniyah Sarver, By-
ron’s Brooklyn Kilduff 
and Claire Henkel as 
well as Stillman Val-
ley’s Zoe Larson and 
Valynnzia Correa.

WITH Forreston’s sectional 
final loss to East Dubuque in 
baseball and the IHSA track 

& field meet completed, the high-school 
sports year for Ogle County comes to a 
close.

The absolute highlight was Byron’s 
dominance in 3A football. Other 
than the semifinal game against 
Lombard-Montini, the Tigers 
destroyed everyone they played, 
including a 69-7 thrashing of Mt. 
Carmel.

Lots of talent lost, but lots of 
it returning for Byron. If Montini 
stays in 3A, they will likely be 
Byron’s main competition again.  

The Broncos were very young. 
However, suburban private schools have 
a reputation for transfers on a year-to-
year basis. After the loss to Byron, the 
Montini coach lamented that very fact 
and how it adversely affected the pro-
gram.

Prior to that, it was Elmhurst Immac-
ulate Conception giving Byron all they 
could handle. We need a public school 
like Byron to stand up to the Montinis 
and ICs of the grid world.

It is also beneficial for Byron, in that 
no one else is able to hang with them. 
Life is boring when you’re putting up 
running clocks on everyone.

A side bar story developed over the 
winter when the Tiger boys basketball 
team advanced to the state finals, as 
well. It is a rare feat for a school to pull 
this off, though Forreston did it 2014-
2015.

Off the playing fields, a major story 
was the possible closure of Freeport 
Aquin High School. Before this an-
nouncement was made, there was also 

a controversial decision made by NUIC 
member schools to not allow a co-op 
in girls basketball between Aquin and 
Orangeville.

The NUIC gets a major boost with 
Morrison coming on board this year. It 
will also further enhance the NUIC’s 

reputation as the best small-school 
football in the state. It should also 
put the league back to 10 teams 
for football, making scheduling a 
snap.

A question in the Big Northern 
was whether Rockford Christian 
would be fielding a football team 
this fall. As of now, they are com-
mitted and the league will have a 
tidy amount of 10 teams. 

The cicadas are out. Maybe not yet in 
northern Illinois, but in Charleston, site 
of the IHSA state track meet, they were 
everywhere over Memorial Day week-
end.

While officiating the pole vault, we 
had one instance of allowing a competi-
tor an additional try as a cicada flew into 
his mouth as he made an attempt. They 
were everywhere and loud. The entire 
weekend, they were a distraction to the 
athletes.

For the first time in a proud history as 
a track power, the Winnebago boys final-
ly took the state title with a 57-54 win 
over Tuscola. When you have a sprinter 
like Supreme Muhammad, who won both 
the 100 and 200, that is surest formula 
for taking state.

Oregon did in 2009 behind Jordan 
Thomas winning both sprints. Ironically, 
that was the year Winnebago had hopes 
of taking first, but finished second to the 
Hawks.

Another key for ‘Bago was distance 

runner Nicolai Martino cancelling out 
Tuscola’s distance runners. In both the 
1,600 and 3,200 runs, Martino beat both 
of Tuscola’s highly-regarded runners.  

That was crucial because Winnebago 
lost five points in the 3,200-relay after 
being disqualified. The anchor runner for 
‘Bago was passed at the finish line and 
threw the baton down.

That is considered unsportsmanlike 
and could have cost his team the meet. 
As it was, it did cost his fellow runners a 
state medal.

I was proud to see the way northern 
Illinois schools dominated all the relays.

In the 3,200 relay, winner Sterling 
Newman (7:53.72) came within .03 of 
breaking the 1A record, with Rockford 
Christian right behind them.

In the 400 relay, it was Morrison, 
Winnebago and Le-Win going 1-2-3. 
Forreston-Polo took third in the 800 re-
lay behind Morrison and Winnebago.

F-P wrapped up the meet with a medal 
in the 1,600 relay, but the real story was 
Morrison winning its third relay. Sopho-
more anchor Brady Anderson came from 
10 meters behind to give the Mustangs a 
winning time of 3:21.89.

Besides F-P’s relays, the only other 
state medals came in the 2A and 1A pole 
vault, with Rochelle’s Andrew Nuyen 
and Oregon’s Leo Cardenas.

State-record attempts of 17-feet-6 
were made in both 1A and 3A pole vault. 
Both vaulters missed, but 1A winner 
Isaiah Whitaker has two more years to 
get it done.

Andy Colbert is a longtime Ogle 
County resident with years of experience 
covering sports and more for multiple 
area publications. 

High school sports year comes to a close

Andy Colbert

AREA SPORTS

BYRON — Byron 
Forest Preserve in Ogle 
County is now home to 
an oak tree savanna thanks 
to local Ogle County 4-H 
members and community 
members. The group of 
25 oak trees, called a 
savanna, will bring new 
life to oak-hickory forests 
currently under threat in 
Illinois.

The 4-H Green Com-
munities Tree Program 
focuses on tackling global 
issues at a local level.

“Oak savannas are be-
ing overtaken by invasive 
species, as well as more 
shade-tolerant trees, such 
as maples,” Curt Sinclair, 
University of Illinois 
Extension 4-H special-
ist, said. “Illinois 4-H is 
primed to take action to 
increase the number of 
oak trees in the state. The 
natural world is talking 
to us, and Illinois 4-H is 
primed to listen, learn, 
and act.”

Over 30 Ogle County 
4-H members and adults 
took part in the planting 
on April 13 working with 
staff from the Byron For-
est Preserve. Quick work 
was made to get the trees 
in the ground.

Throughout the spring 
of 2024, youth in 43 coun-
ties throughout Illinois 
are planting groupings 
of 25 oak trees on public 
properties in their county 
for a total of 1,075 new-
ly-planted trees across the 
state, with new plantings 
totaling 2800 between 
the last three years of the 
program

The 4-H Green Com-
munities Tree Program 
follows the “learn-by-
doing” philosophy of 4-H 
and is guided by the prior-
ities of the Illinois Forest 
Action Plan. To help 
support this project, please 
visit: https://go.illinois.
edu/4hgreencommunity.

Prairie Materials pro-
vided support for this 
program.

Ogle County 4-H partners with Byron Forest 
Preserve to plant an oak tree savanna

Over 30 Ogle County 
4-H members and 
adults took part 
in the planting on 
April 13 working 
with staff from the 
Byron Forest Pre-
serve. The 4-H Green 
Communities Tree 
Program follows the 
“learn-by-doing” 
philosophy of 4-H 
and is guided by 
the priorities of the 
Illinois Forest Action 
Plan. (Courtesy 
photos)
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Whatever you’re looking for, 
these local businesses ask 
you to consider them first.

ACCOUNTING
Jeanette Heesaker, CPA

Masters in Business Administration 
and Finance

Certified Managerial Accountant
Accounting and Tax Services

For Business/Individual/Partnership
132 W. Second St., Suite 1 • Byron, IL 61010 

(815) 234-8100

AIR CONDITIONING

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

Gaul’s Climate Control
815-734-7314

AUTO REPAIR

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner

ASE Certified
P.O. Box 31

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451 Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

AUTO REPAIR

Tony Kurzac
107 E. Washington St.

Route 64
Oregon, IL 61061

815-312-7089

Sell New & Used Tires/Rims
All Makes & Models
Cars/Truck Service

Trailer Repair
Auto Repair

Lowest Price Around

CABINETS

CARPET CLEANING
3-D Carpet & 

Upholstery Cleaning

900 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL 61061

Heather Ruchti
Ph: (815) 762-5307

CONCRETE

CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

• New Construction • Roofing • Windows • Additions
• Complete Remodeling • Siding • Painting • Interior/Exterior
• Drywall  • Flooring • Decks

Free Estimates • Lead Certified

815-761-1626

CONSTRUCTION

NAVARRO & SONS
Construction Company

********
Ceramic Tile • Wood Floors • Painting • Siding-

Basements • Room Additions  • Baths • Kitchens
Over 25 yrs. exp.       Custom touch      No job too big or too small

FRANK NAVARRO • OREGON / BYRON
PHONE: 815-234-7588 FAX: 815-234-7568

Free 
Estimates

Sr. Citizen 
Discount

FIREWOOD

AT’sAT’s
FirewoodFirewood
815-751-2255815-751-2255

All Hardwoods, Seasoned, All Hardwoods, Seasoned, 
Delivered, StackedDelivered, Stacked

HAIR CARE HANDYMAN

C.J. HOME MAINTENANCE 
and REPAIR

We fix almost anything in and around the home!
20 Plus Years Experience

Regular and Emergency Service 24 Hours A Day
7 Days A Week

Phone 1-815-234-4511
Cell 1-815-222-6239

Byron, Oregon,
Mt. Morris Areas

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Insured FREE 

ESTIMATES

New Construction • Complete Remodels • Additions • Windows
Doors • Sunrooms • Kitchens • Basements • Baths • Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 • Craig Kosch 815.566.7424

www.integrityhomeimp.com

LAWNCARE

PAINTING
WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING

K & J
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen 
cabinets or woodwork.

Insured         Over 40 Years Experience

Ken
Cell (815) 353-5754
Stillman Valley, IL

FREE 
ESTIMATES HANDYMAN 

SERVICES

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

PAINTING PET GROOMING
by

Dun Wright Grooming

• Pets Groomed at Your Home
• Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
• No More “Separation” Anxiety
• No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

• Cut of Your Choice
    (depends on coat condition)
• Specialty/Flea Baths Available
• Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

MOBILE 
GROOMING

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

STORAGE SHEDS

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

“Your Trees 
Deserve a 
Certified 
Arborist!”Serving Ogle County Since 1996

• Trimming & Removals • Climbing Specialists • Insect & Disease Control
• Planting Service • Arborist Consulting

Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

TREE CARE TREE SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL

AUTO REPAIR

CLEANING SERVICES

WHEELS

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

Offer Expires 4/30/20

12212020

WATER SOFTENER

* Interior & Exterior * Free Estimates * Insured
PAINTING

Wouldn’t you like your business  
card seen by 28,500 people?
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LOCAL NEWS

AREA CHURCH  DIRECTORY

BYRON
ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH

624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor:  Janet Wold
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am.  A recording of each Sunday’s 
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in the 
day.  Communion is served every Sunday.   Sunday School for ages 3 through 
Adult  is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation studies 
for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 10:00 am.  
Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom.  In person Bible 
Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday afternoon at 
1:30 pm.  Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; quilters meet twice 
monthly.  Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.org or call the church 
office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NextGen/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children’s Ministry Director: Katie Dodd
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and 
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry Wednesdays 
at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more details .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays 

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. 2nd St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 – Fr. Richard Rosinski. 
Weekday Masses: Tuesday – Friday 7:30am, Weekend Masses: Sat. 5:00 pm, 
Sun. 8:00 am and 9:30 am, Reconciliation: Fri. 8:00 am – 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30 
pm – 4:30 pm or by app.  Eucharist Adoration Fri. 8-9am   
www.saintmaryinbyron.org  secretary@saintmaryinbyron.org

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ 
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777 
Email: ucb@comcast.net 
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org 
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious 
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson 
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportunities: 
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am 
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am 
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru 5th grade) 9:30 -10:15am 
Coffee & fellowship time: 9:30am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am 
Spark Youth Group (for ages 6th grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, 5pm-7pm 
For complete ministry schedule and other activities, please check our website or 
Facebook page or contact the church office. 
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here! 

BEACON HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
“Building Faith for Life”
6467 N. German Church Rd., Byron, IL - Ph. (815) 246-2685 - beaconhillbyron.
org
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 448, Byron, IL 61010
Pastor: Gary Cortese
Service Times: Sundays at 10AM; Wednesday night Faith-Lift at 6:30PM
Find us on Facebook/Beacon Hill Assembly of God

CHANA
CHANA UNITED METHODIST

Pastor Josh Brown, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-7683. 
(E-mail address: chanaumc@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each 
month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open Minds-Open Doors.

DAVIS JUNCTION 

DAVIS JUNCTION 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors • “God’s Heart in Our Community” 
Located in town on Rt. 72 • Our Pastor is Rev. Keith Kelsey-Powell  Sunday 
Services:  Worship 10:30am, Childrens time during Worship Service. 
Fellowship following the Worship Service each Sunday. Communion the first 
Sunday of the month. Potluck luncheon following Worship every  4th Sunday, 
except in the summer months of  June, July and August. Various small groups 
meet throughout the month. For more information about the small groups please 
call 298-2310. AA meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm and Saturdays at 9am. For more 
information please visit our website WWW.DJUMC.ORG 

DIXON
LOST LAKE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

Pastor Bob Clardie 8:30am Sunday School
815-535-6990 9:30am Church Service
90 W. Flagg Road www.lostlakechurch.org
Dixon IL 61021

FORRESTON
 FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott Ralston 
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL   Phone: 815-938-2380
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship 
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.

God is Good, All the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

ST. JAMES  LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Karen Tews 
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Outreach 
and Welcome” in a beautiful rural setting.

Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.

LEAF RIVER
 ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH

9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 • Ph:815-541-4863  Sunday 
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am

VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Live Sermon Streaming: Sundays at 10:00 AM at www.facebook.com/
LEAFRIVERBC/
Archived Sermons on our YouTube channel: Leaf River Baptist Church (Until 
further notice)
9:30 Church Service. Nursery available, 11:00 Sunday school for all ages. 
Nursery available
6941 N Mt Morris Rd, Leaf River, IL  61047
815-738-2205  leafriverbc@gmail.com

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH – LCMS
immanuel-lindenwood.org (for sermons, events, etc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500 • office@immanuel-lindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 10am; 
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanuel-lindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH
101 N Galena st, P.O box 67, Lindenwood IL 
Regular worship service Sundays at 10:00am with fellowship following.
Tuesdays 10:00 am Sr Exercise!  Lunch afterwards.  Thursdays 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
Library time. Snacks and coffee. 
Everyone is welcome!

KINGS 
ELIM REFORMED CHURCH

140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068  • Pastor Marv Jacobs 
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmail.com
Website:  www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS 
DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

“By God’s grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE”
All are welcome here!
9:30 a.m. – Sunday Worship with Communion open to all, followed by fellowship 
hour
10:45 a.m. Sunday School (Sep. – May)
102 N. Maple Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054
815-734-4853   secretary@disciplesumc.org
www.disciplesumc.org
Pastor Marcia Peddicord

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054   815-734-4942  www.efcmm.org 
Senior Pastor:  Bruce McKanna.  Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m.  Morning Worship with 
Childcare and Children’s Church.

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 815-734-4573

Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. followed by fellowship time 
and Sunday School. Worship service available online, call for details.

Email: mtmorriscob@gmail.com  

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354   Rev. Josh Ehrler    

Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . Sunday 
Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept.-May) Chime Choir

 Wednesday 6:00 PM 

LITTLE PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
409 W Brayton Rd. Mt Morris, IL 61054 (Church of the Brethren Basement 
Entrance) Worship Services: 10:00 AM Sunday Morning, 7:00 PM 1st & 3rd 
Sunday Evening, 7:30 PM 2nd & 4th Wednesday Evenings of the Month.
Pastor:  Norman Reinford 779-861-3700

OREGON

EAST OREGON CHAPEL CHURCH OF GOD
East Oregon Chapel Church of God
The Sharing is Caring Church
Pastor Jesse Allen EOCCOGministries@gmail.com 107 N Daysville Rd. Oregon, IL  
Phone: 815-732-2960
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. with Sunday Worship following at  10:30 a.m. 
Breakfast is served every fifth Sunday beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday evenings both Adults (all year) & Youth (during the school year) meet 
weekly beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
In the event that Oregon Schools are not in session the Youth group does not meet 
on Wednesdays. 
Thursday morning Women’s Bible study meets at 10:30 a.m. 
We look forward to meeting you! 

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd. • 
Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com • Sunday school 9:00 a.m.  Worship 10:00 a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Dave Rogula 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 lighthouseUMC@
yahoo.com
Worship at 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of 
month. Lighthouse will lite up your life!

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL  Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604  Pastor 
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church. 

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St.  Oregon, IL 61061  Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented ministry.” 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m.; Sunday Afternoon 
Service 1:15 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th Street, Oregon, IL  61061  |  815-732-2994  |  www.oregonumc.org
Pastor Rev Megan Smick
9:00 am Adult & Youth Bible Study
10 am Worship & Children’s Sunday School
In-person or live on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/OregonUMC
5:30 pm Wednesday Night Meal 
All are welcome!

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Arnold ~ 812-236-1213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ~ contemporary style worship with coffee and 
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship is also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship. 
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ~ provides a safe and fun 
environment where kids can learn about who God is and who they are because 
of Him.
Encounter Youth Ministry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday afternoons. 
Please see our Facebook page for scheduled dates and times. 
For complete ministry info and events, visit us online at Riverstonecc.com or on 
Facebook at facebook.com/RiverStoneChristianChurch

ST. BRIDE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon 
732-7211 – Office  Rev. Eldred George   
Webpage: saintbrides.org • E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
114 S. 5th St. Oregon, IL  Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com   
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 a.m. Worship 

POLO

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, Illinois • 815-946-2848 • Luke N. Schier, Pastor       
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship 
Experience. “”THE GRAND Kids Class”  Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right 
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for 
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~ 
POLO CAMPUS

Meeting Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com 
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through engaging 
messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffee, snacks & 
fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ during 10AM 
service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June 1st .
Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo • 815-946-3588 • Jeremy Heller, Pastor
 Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available, 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-denominational 
Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

STILLMAN VALLEY
RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY

Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns  |  Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley. 
815-645-2526  |  www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday:  Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday:  AWANA (Sept – April) from 6:00 to 7:30 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY 
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Lead Pastor Barry Norris
103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL 
815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org
Sunday Morning 9am ‘Gather’ for learning & conversation, 10:15am Worship 
both onsite and online at facebook.com/VECCfSV
Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber
Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry
Please visit website for more information or contact the church office M-F 
9am-2pm

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
DAVIS JUNCTION

Pastor Brad Pittman           www.graceisforyou.com
10479 E. High Rd., Stillman Valley, IL 61084• 815-973-1369  
Worship Service:  Saturday at 5pm

WINNEBAGO
MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088
Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.
Sunday: Worship Service at 10:30 am. 
Pastor Phil Thompson 
Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com

MOUNT MORRIS

Summer Reading Program!!!
Summer is here and we are ready to get everyone reading more and more! Read, 

Renew, Repeat is our theme this year with lots of relaxing and renewing in the future! 
Registration for the Summer Reading Program will end on Friday, June 7th. We will 
be offering kids programs every week, raffle prizes for adults and kids, games, parties, 
and more all summer! Be sure to mark your calendar and join us this summer for an 
adventure!
Summer Reading Program Schedule June 3rd-7th

How Seeds Scatter! Program Monday, June 3rd, 1pm. Paper Making Drop-In Craft 
Monday, July 3rd, 2pm-7pm, while supplies last. Seed Art, Take-N-Make Tue-Sat, 
June 3rd-8th, while supplies last. Story Time Wednesday, June 5th, 11:15am. Family 
Night, Board Games Thursday, June 6th, 5:30-7pm. Last Day to Register!! Friday, 
June 7th, 11am-5pm.
Cookbook Club Next Meeting June 4th 

Join us as we explore The Cookbook Club! Wonderful recipes combined with 
friendship creates something both beautiful and delicious! We have an interesting book 
this month, Our Favorite Recipes Mounder-Mustang Boosters. It is a fundraiser book 
published in 1978 and has a lot of the classic recipes we all know and love. Come in, 
choose your recipe, and bring your dish to pass at our next meeting! Join us on June 
4th, 6pm at The Senior Center for another exciting meal!
Porchfest on Saturday, June 8th 

Stop by our front porch on Saturday, June 8th for some music, comradery, and FUN! 
Times will be posted soon! Please check the schedule at www.encoreporchfest.info 
for more information!
Mt. Morris Jamboree Concessions, June 14th 

Join us for some great food as we jam out with Rick Lindy & The Wild Ones! As 
part of the Jamboree concert series the Mt. Morris Library Foundation will be selling 
delicious concessions to help keep you pumped as you listen to this awesome band! 
Concessions start at 6pm with the band taking the stage at 7pm!
Story Time! Wednesdays at 11:15am

We will be reading books and the children will create a craft this Wednesday. Story 
time is every Wednesday @11:15, bring your little ones to enjoy stories and a craft at 
the Mount Morris Library! 
Lego Club Thursday, June 20th

Lego night is the third Thursday of each month. This month it is a Family Night! 
Join in the fun with all the family as they build and create together. Families can start 
their builds on Thursday, June 20th at 5:30 – 7pm! All children and parents are invited 
every third Thursday of the month. Children under 8 need to bring a parent with them.
Adult Book Club Meeting Monday, June 24th

Everyone is welcome to join this book club group! Copies of the book are available 
at the library.   Meeting will be held at the library on June 24th at 3:30pm.
Display Case Showings

Lights! Camera! Action! We have a new display put on by the local PAG! Come 
see all their wonderful memories of plays past. Thank You! We are always looking for 
collectors or artists who are willing to share their treasures in our display cases.  If you 

are interested, please call, 815-734-4927. 
Lions Club Glasses and Hearing Aids Collections

Donation boxes for eyeglass recycling are available at the library. When the boxes 
are full, they are picked up by local Lions members and dropped off at collection de-
pots. These recycled eyeglasses are given to people in need, with the help of various 
medical missionaries, in Central and South America and around the world. When the 
eyeglasses arrive in these countries, doctors and technicians conduct eye exams and 
provide a free pair of prescription eyeglasses that are as close as possible to that person’s 
sight needs. When donating HEARING AIDS, please be sure to place them in a small 
box or hard-covered case so they do not get crushed or damaged. 
Explore More Illinois 

Explore More Illinois users can access and reserve passes from any of our attractions 
on the Mount Morris Library website, mtmorris-il.org, under the resources page. Visit 
the website to browse attractions.
Axis360 is now BOUNDLESS

Your library’s Axis 360 digital service has been upgraded to Boundless. The library 
can provide you with information about the transition to Boundless. All your user info 
and history, including holds position, bookmarks, notes, and other saved data will be 
seamlessly transitioned to the new Boundless platform. 
Adult Programming

We would love to hear from you.  Do you have any program ideas?  Do evenings or 
weekends work better?  Do you have a program you would like to share/lead?  Contact 
Mary Cheatwood at the library through email at mmlib@mtmorris-il.org or call 815-
734-4927.
Memorial Gifts

Give a gift that lasts, brings joy to many, and doubles in value. Your memorial gift to 
the library is matched by the Mt. Morris Library Foundation, doubling your generosity! 
Many thanks to all who gave memorial gifts in 2023.
Newspaper Available!

We will now be receiving the Dixon Telegraph daily! We receive the Ogle County Life, 
Sauk Valley, and Mt. Morris Times. If you want to keep up with the local news-stop on by!
Curbside Service is available!

We want to remind everyone that you still have the option of having your materials 
delivered to your vehicle.  If you have holds waiting for you, call us to tell us you are on 
your way, and we will bring them out to your vehicle when you arrive.  Call us if you 
need more information.
Additional Services Offered

We make copies ($0.25 per black and white page). We fax ($2 for the first page and 
$0.50 each additional page). We can scan a document and send it to email ($2 per doc-
ument). You can use a computer without a library card for $1.00. Resume software is 
available on our computers.  Come visit us and let us help you!

Monthly board meetings are the third Wednesday of the month at 7pm at the library 
unless otherwise noted.  The public is welcome to attend.

The Mount Morris Public Library is located at 105 S. McKendrie Ave. Mt. Morris 
IL 61054 – 815-734-4927 Fax-815-734-6035 www.mtmorris-il.org

MT. MORRIS PUBLIC LIBRARY
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2024 Summer Reading Program - Read, 
Renew, Repeat! 

June 3- July 26. Registration has begun and brochures 
are available!  Programs begin the week of June 3. Free to 
residents, 3 – 17 years old of the Oregon Public Library 
District. Activities and programs will be available. Reg-
istration is required. Come in, call or check our Facebook 
page or website to find out more. Mystery Photo and I 
Spy Hunt will begin on June 3. 

Week of June 3 - June 13- registration is required for 
all programs

Monday, June 3, Story Time 10 am (18 months-6 yrs.)
Tuesday, June 4, Activity Time, 1:30 pm (grades 1st 

& up)-Puzzle Play
Thursday, June 6, Wet & Wiggly, 1 pm (ages 7 & up)
Monday, June 10, Story Time, 10 am (18 months-6 yrs.)
Monday, June 10, Rock River Headwaters Virtual 

Tour, 6 pm (adult)
Tuesday, June 11, Teen Crafternoon, 1:30 pm (ages 13 

& up)- Painted Canvas Shoes
Wednesday, June 12, Activity Time, 1:30 pm (grades 

1st & up)
Thursday, June 13, Manga Club, 2 pm (13 years & up)

Adult Summer Reading Program
June 1st through August 10th .Join others who are “too 

old” for the Children’s Summer Reading Program (yes, 
that includes 18 and up!) for a low-key stress-free Adult 
Summer Reading program.  Give the library a call or stop 
by for more information.  We have brain game packets 
available again this year.  Brain game packets completed 
will be entered into the drawing for the Adult Summer 
Reading prizes at the end of the program. Follow us on 
Facebook, join our e-newsletter and visit our website for 
more information about programs.  All brain game packets 
and book logs must be turned in by the end of the business 
day on August 10, 2024.
Story Time (18 months-6 yrs.)

Mondays, 10 am. Story Time will be starting again on 
Monday, June 3. Hope to see you then!
Knit & Crochet is BACK!

Mondays at 1:00pm. This group meets every Monday 
at 1pm and is open to anyone.  From beginner to expert, 
all skill level are welcome to join.   Bring any hand craft 
and work on it while socializing.  Need help getting 
started with your knitting project, stop in on a Monday.  
Registration is requested, visit www.oregonpubliclibrary.
com  or call  (815) 732-2724.
Join U of I Extension for Homegrown 
Healthy

Mondays 5:00pm-6:00pm beginning June 3rd. This is 
a 10-week program where participants learn how to grow 
a garden, get an introduction to hydroponics, and can try 
new foods made with garden produce.  Individuals and 
families are invited to register for the program.  Please 
commit to the full series of classes.  Funding provided 
by CDC ACTion Grant.  If you need reasonable accom-
modations to participate, please contact jsaglier@illinois.
edu or call 815-544-3710.  To register, go to go.illinois.

edu/homegrownhealthy.
Community Seed Library

Looking to start your garden planning?  Check out 
our seed library.  We have over 100 packets of all types 
of heirloom seeds, free for anyone.  Stop by the library 
and see for yourself.
Book Clubs

The 2WBC meets Wednesday, June 12 at 12:30  to 
discuss Beloved by Toni Morrison. The Afternoon 
Book Club meets Wednesday, June 19 at 1 pm to dis-
cuss Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus. Cock-
tails & Crimes will meet Sunday, June 23.  Books on 
Tap Book Club meets Thursday, June 28 at 6 pm at 
Cork & Tap to discuss Happy Place by Emily Henry. 
Is This Just Fantasy? Book Club will meet in June to 
discuss The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern.
Functional Yin-Yasa

Wednesdays, 9:30 am Functional Yin-Yasa - This 
class is a hybrid of yang (active yoga) with yin (passive 
yoga). We will use fundamental yoga postures combined 
with functional movements to build strength and warmth 
followed by passive, long held poses to help with flexibil-
ity and mobility of the joints and soft tissues. A yoga mat 
and blocks will be useful props for this class! All levels 
welcome.”  Oregon Library Patrons only. Registration 
required, this class fills quickly.  Please call (815) 732-
2724 or visit www.oregonpubliclibrary.com
Rock River Headwaters Virtual Tour

Monday, June 10 at 6 pm. The Rock River is  con-
nected to all of Oregon’s local history and to one of the 
most incredible natural habitat areas in the United States. 
Join us for a virtual tour of the Rock River headwaters- 
Horicon Marsh. Horicon Marsh, located in Wisconsin, is 
sometimes called the “little Everglades of the North” and 
is the origin of our very own Rock River. Enjoy an inter-
active presentation from Caleb Jenks, a former Horicon 
Marsh guide, highlighting the story and wildlife of this 
wetland of international importance. This will be held at 
the Oregon Public Library and is a collaboration between 
Oregon Park District and the Oregon Library. Register 
online at oregonpubliclibrary.com or call 815-732-2724.
Illinois Library Presents Dr. Temple 
Grandin

Tuesday, June 4th at 7:00pm. Join us for a special event 
with Dr. Grandin, one of the world’s most accomplished 
and well-known adults with autism. Dr. Grandin has 
been at the forefront of research and activism for autism 
and neurodiversity for decades.Her memoir, Emergence: 
Labeled Autistic, was published in 1986 and she has con-
tinued to write about autism and neurodivergence over the 
decades. Her most recent book is Visual Thinking: The 
Hidden Gifts of People Who Think in Pictures, Patterns, 
and Abstractions. Dr. Grandin’s research and under-
standing of animal behavior spearheaded a reform in 
the quality of life for agricultural animals worldwide.
Register at: https://bit.ly/ILP_TempleGrandin 

This event is made possible by Illinois Libraries 
Present (ILP), a statewide collaboration among public 

libraries offering premier events. ILP is funded in 
part by a grant awarded by the Illinois State Library, 
a department of the Office of Secretary of State, using 
funds provided by the U.S. Institute of Museum and 
Library Services, under the provisions of the Library 
Services and Technology Act (LSTA). 
Manga Club

Thursday, June 13th at 2pm. Manga, the Japanese 
equivalent of comics, is more popular than ever!  Want 
to see what all the hype is about?  Join us for manga 
club to discuss a different manga every month.  Par-
ticipants will be given a free volume of that month’s 
manga.  There will even be snacks!  In June, we’ll be 
reading Volume 1 of Demon Slayer: Kimetsu no Yaiba 
by Koyoharu Gotouge.  Registration required (815) 
732-2724 or www.oregonpubliclibrary.com.
Ink with A Friend Monthly Card Club

Monday, June 17th at 6:00pm. Sending personal 
cards to your friends and family is a way to let them 
know you care and are thinking about them. All designs 
include beautiful colored cardstock, gorgeous designer 
series paper, detailed stamped images, die cut pieces, 
matching ink, ribbon, and embellishments.  All cards 
come with matching envelopes. Whether you’re a new 
card maker or a seasoned pro, our kits are suited to every 
skill level. Don’t wait! Sign up today to reserve your 
spot. Oregon Patrons only.  Registration required (815) 
732-2724 or www.oregonpubliclibrary.com
Try It Tuesday

Tuesday, June 18th at 1:30pm or 5:30pm (Choose 
your time slot)- Fourth of July Gnome Jar. Make this 
festive gnome for your holiday decoration, candy jar, or 
just for fun.  Each participant will leave with a 4th of July 
themed gnome jar they made in class. This class is for 
Oregon Patrons Only.  Registration required, please call 
(815) 732-2724 or visit www.oregonpubliclibrary.com.
Find A Character Ticket!

What is a Character Ticket? A character Ticket rep-
resents an image of a character from that specific book.  
Character Tickets will be hidden in various books in 
the children/youth book collection. After you check 
out a book and find a character ticket in the book, you 
may adopt that character doll and take it home. Open 
to Oregon Public Library cardholders only. May adopt 
only once. 
Oregon Writers Group

Meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 10:00am. The 
OWG is a gathering of writers or writer-wannabes who 
meet to support each other and further their own writ-
ing.  The purpose of the group is to help and encourage 
you in your writing.  If you need brainstorming ideas, we 
can help suggest ideas or aid with the creative process. 
Passport Services

The Oregon Public Library offers Passport Application 
Processing. Patrons seeking Passport Services should call 
the Library prior to their visit to ensure that an official 
processor is available at that time and for a checklist of 
items, you will need for the appointment.

OREGON PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Rock River Center is a resource 
center located at 810 S. 10th Street, 
Oregon.  Our activities and trips are 
open to all ages.  Call our office @ 
815-732-3252 for assistance with 
Benefit Access Application for a 
license plate discount, Medicare, 
housing, homemaker service, heating 
assistance or other things.  Visit us at 
www.rockrivercenter.org and like us 
on Facebook.
Crocheting & Knitting 
Club

Thurs., June 6; 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.
VA Rep on June 7

9:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Bunco

Mon., June 10, 10:00 – 11:15 a.m.

SUPPORT GROUPS @ 
ROCK RIVER CENTER

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
Meets:  4th Wednesday in 

February, May, August & November. 
Time: 2:00 – 3:00 p.m.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP
Meets:  3RD Tuesday of 

month. Time: 10:00 – 11:30 a.m.
DIABETIC SUPPORT GROUP – 

NEW TIME
Meets: 1st Wednesday of the 

month. Time: 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
LOW VISION GROUP
Meets: 2nd and 4th Tuesday of 

month. Time: 12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
For more information on any of our 

Support Groups, call Rock River Center 
at 815-732-3252 or 1-800-541-5479.

ROCK RIVER CENTER ACTIVITIES

Summer Reading 
Program

Adventure Begins at 
Your Library as our sum-
mer reading program 
kicks off Wednesday, 
June 12th! Toddlers & 
Preschoolers will meet at 
9:30, Kindergarten and 
older will meet at 10:30. 
We’re excited to share 
stories, crafts, and games 
as our adventures take us 
around the world, back in 
time, and even into space! 
Please call the library or 
stop in if you have any 
questions or would like 

more information. 
Display Case

Be sure to cruise in 
to the library and check 
out our new display of 
vintage Hot Wheels cars. 
This huge assortment has 
been generously loaned to 
us by a local collector and 
will be on display until 
mid July. 
Community 
Room

Looking for a place 
to hold your event? Our 
community room (with a 
small kitchenette) is avail-
able for meetings, parties, 

showers, family reunions, 
and more. Please call the 
library at (815)938-2624 
for additional informa-
tion.
Soft Plastic Recy-
cling

We are collecting film-
type plastic for recycling. 
This includes plastic bags, 
zipper type baggies (with 
the zip portion removed), 
cereal/snack bags, bubble 
wrap, and other soft plas-
tic. Please make sure bags 
are free from debris and 
remove all paper/sticker 
labels. Thank you!

FORRESTON LIBRARY NEWS
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Weekly Brain Busters

The History of the Beach 
Boys

Thursday, June 6. 6 -7:30 pm. If 
summer had a sound it would be the 
Beach Boys...surf, sun and California 
dreaming. This presentation will focus on 
The Beach Boys “sunniest” years from 
1962-1967.  Please call 815-234-5107 
or visit byronpld.librarycalender.com/
events to register.
Did you know

That you can scan documents and 
pictures at the Byron Public Library?  
At the Byron Library’s scan station, you 
can scan your documents or pictures and 
save them to a flash drive, send them as 
an email attachment, to a fax number, 
or to our printer.  There is no charge to 
email or save.  The library charges $.10 
per page for black and white print outs 
and $.25 per page for color.  Faxing costs 
$1 for the first page and $.25 for each 
additional page. 
Creative Studio

Our Creative Studio is open on Sunday 
afternoons and two evenings a week, so 
stop by for monthly crafts and to use our 
maker space equipment! Crafts out on 
the tables are free of charge, while some 
other projects will incur a cost depending 
on materials. Middle school and high 
school youth can use some of the mate-
rials while with an adult, or during Teen 

Time.  Creative Studio hours: Sunday 1 
- 5:00 pm, Monday 9:00 am-1:00 pm & 
5 – 8:00 pm, Tuesday 9 am - 1:00 pm & 
5 – 8:00 pm, Wednesday 9:00 am – 1:00 
pm, Thursday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm, Friday 
& Saturday closed.  
Check out Our Mobile App

Did you know that there is an easy 
way to use the library from your phone?  
Just download the PrairieCat app to 
your phone or mobile device and log in 
with your library card number and PIN!  
You’ll be able to view your checkouts 
and holds, renew renewable materials, 
and search the library catalog.  There’s 
even a digital copy of your library card!
Curbside Delivery

The library is open for browsing, but 
patrons can still use our curbside service!  
Place your holds online at byronlibrary.
org or call us at 815-234-5107.  Not sure 
what you want?  Call us for help!  We 
will call or email you with a confirmation 
when your holds are ready to be picked 
up.  Call us when you arrive at the library, 
and we will bring your items out to you, 
already checked out.  A receipt with your 
due dates will be included with your items.  

Visit the Byron Library Facebook page, 
or subscribe to our newsletters at byron-
library.org, to keep up to date on library 
news and programs!  Be sure to also check 
out the Byron Library and Byron Library 
Teen Instagram pages!

BYRON PUBLIC LIBRARY
Closed June 1

Bertolet Memorial Library will be 
closed Saturday, June 1st during Leaf 
River Daze. Enjoy the festival and we 
will see you on Monday!
LEGO Club

Monday, June 3rd at 5:00 PM We 
have had some creative builds with our 
LEGOs. We would love to see what you 
come up with!
Summer Reading Kickoff

Thursday, June 6th at 10:30 AM Sing-
ing at the Library with Rich Rubietta will 
kick off our Summer Reading Program 
with high energy, interactive music that 
will have you singing along!
Summer Reading Program

Thursdays, June 13th - July 18th at 
10:30 AM Each week of our Summer 
Reading Program will have you on a new 
adventure. Will you be in outer space or 
underwater? Come find out!
A to Z Reading Challenge

We’re almost halfway through the 
year! Are you halfway through your A 
to Z Reading Challenge?
June Book of the Month

Vicki is sorting through the news of 
a newly discovered illness.  Brenda has 
lost her job due to improper relations 
with a student.  Melanie discovers she 
is finally pregnant and her husband is 
having an affair.  The three escape to 

Nantucket for the summer to relax and 
find peace. Stop by the circulation desk 
to pick up your copy of Barefoot by Elin 
Hilderbrand.
June Craft

Welcome in spring and our summer 
reading program with this simple to 
make lantern.  Kits are available at the 
circulation desk.
Card Making

Card Making supplies are always 
available for you to create with. Call 
ahead for room availability.
Plastic Recycling

We ask that you make sure plastic 
is clean with no debris in the do-
nation.  *No animal feed bags are 
allowed* Also please remove any zip-
loc-type seals and paper/sticker labels. 
Thank you for your cooperation.
NEW RELEASES: 
Adult Books

The Beautiful People by Michelle 
Gable

Only the Brave by Danielle Steel
Chapter Book

Magic Treehouse: Windy Night With 
Wild Horses by Mary Pope Osborne
Picture Books

The Mambo Rescue! by Patricia 
Lakin

Mama In the Moon by Doreen Cronin

BERTOLET MEMORIAL LIBRARY
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Youth programs, schools 
and non-profit groups look 
to our businesses first when 
fundraising. These community-

minded businesses donate faithfully 
to local youth sports programs, 
community clubs, nonprofit groups 
and churches – just to name a few. 
Shouldn’t we look to those same 
businesses first when we need goods 
and services? Of course we should!

High rate of return. For every 
$100 spent in independently 
owned stores, $68 returns to the 
community through payroll, taxes 

and other expenditures. Online orders 
return absolutely nothing to Ogle 
County, IL.

Seeking health care in your 
hometown brings the comforts 
of receiving qualified care from 
people you know and trust. 

Whether it be a trip to the dentist, 
regular health care screenings, a visit 
to a specialist or an emergency, you 
need not travel. It’s all right here.

Banking with people who 
know you is a luxury found 
only in hometowns. You don’t 
have to show your ID every time 

you go in. You can get a loan from 
people who know you and understand 
your needs, whether it be money for 
your first car or to help your business 
grow. Local banks believe in the value 
of community members helping one 
another.

No one wants to have to make 
an insurance claim, but it’s 
painless when your agent is 
your neighbor. You don’t have 

to convince them that there was a hail 
storm, or that the wind nearly took your 
roof off. They know because they live 

here. Which do you want when you’ve 
had a bad day: A face-to-face meeting 
with your local agent, or a machine 
answering the phone at that big 
national insurer that advertises on TV?

Time is money. It’s simple math 
(especially when you figure in 
gas mileage.) Shopping locally 
can actually save you both time 

and money!

Customer service after 
the sale is invaluable. 
Local retailers not only take 
responsibility for the product 

they sold, they will often fix it or replace 
it – no questions asked. Appliances, 
furniture, computers and electronics 
sometimes have glitches. Would you 
rather box yours up, send it to who 
knows where, and wait six to eight 
weeks, or just go back to the nice guy 
that helped you when you bought it?

Keeping it local encourages 
community growth. By 
choosing to do business locally, 
you help maintain Rochelle’s 

diversity, charm and appeal; which 
attracts new community members.

One word: Jobs. When you 
do business of any kind in Ogle 
County, it creates and maintains 
jobs for others in our area . 

A healthy employment rate is the 
cornerstone of all economies.
How can you help the economy 
recover? Start at home.

9 Biggest  
Benefits

Of Shopping  
Ogle County 

First

1

5

9

2

6

3

7

4

8

ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

Community Unity

Ogle County
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Puzzle Palooza has a winner! 

PEO Chapter IU would like to announce the Spring Puzzle Palooza winners.  Puzzle Palooza is a jigsaw 
puzzle competition to see who can complete the same 500-piece puzzle the fastest within a two-hour 
time frame. In first place with a time of 1:03:30 is Kayla Gluck, Erika Hancock, Deanna Peterson, and Katie 
Harback. Second place, and last fall’s winners, were Joanne Carr, Paula Heitter, Desa Richards, and Donna 
Carlson with a time of 1:11:45. Puzzle Palooza is a fundraiser Sponsored by P.E.O., a philanthropic organi-
zation where women celebrate the advancement of women; educate women through scholarships, grants, 
awards, loans, and stewardship of Cottey College and motivate women to achieve their highest aspirations. 
(Courtesy photo)

2 PCHS students awarded the Military Commitment 
Certificate of Commendation
 
Patrick Fegan American Legion Post #83 (Polo) Post Commander 
Cynthia Reynolds recently awarded The Military Commitment Certif-
icate of Commendation to two Polo Community High School stu-
dents. Both have chosen to selflessly serve in the military. Nathaniel 
Yingling will be serving with the U.S. Marines, and Sydnei Rahn has 
been accepted into the Navy ROTC program at Jacksonville Universi-
ty.  “I have no doubt that both will excel in their respective branches 
of service,” Reynolds said. “Congratulations Nathaniel and Sydnei!” 
(Courtesy photos)

OREGON — In 4-H, learning about horses means 
much more than learning to ride. Young people pas-
sionate about horses participated in recent statewide 
educational contests related to the equine industry. 4-H’s 
educational programs enhance members’ knowledge of 
horse health, breed characteristics, management, and 
feeding. That knowledge and skills were tested during 
the State 4-H Hippology Contest held on April 13 on 
the University of Illinois campus.

In hippology, youths are asked a wide range of ques-
tions, ranging from breed identification, anatomy, tack 
identification, and feed samples to disease management, 
parasite identification, and quality assessment. They also 
are given a timed problem-solving challenge they must 
solve on the spot in front of a panel of judges. Horse 
ownership is not a prerequisite in either educational 
programs or contests.

Ogle County Hippology team members did a great 
job! Intermediate Hippology results, fourth place was 
Addison Yordy, and 11th place was Adalyn Bocker. 
Junior Hippology results: fifth place was Addison Diehl, 
sixth place was Lily Hongsermeier, and 18th place was 
Kenzie Hongsermeier.

Ogle County 4-H Hippology team members partic-
ipated at the State 4-H Hippology Contest on April 
13. Left to right: Kenzie Hongsermeier, Adalyn Bock-
er, Addison Diehl, Addison Yordy and Lily Hongser-
meier. (Courtesy photo)

Ogle County 4-H Hippology team participates 
at State 4-H Hippology Contest 

WILLIAMSBURG, K.Y. — All members of 
the University of the Cumberlands family wish 
to congratulate Victoria Brown of German Valley 
on their graduation from the university.

Just under 6,000 students make up this year’s 
graduating class. Approximately 170 graduates 
completed an associate degree, 1,250 finished 
a bachelor’s degree, 3,770 received a master’s 
degree, 270 completed an educational specialist 
degree, and 530 earned a doctoral degree. Gradu-
ates represented many different ages, ethnicities, 
backgrounds, and cultures, but they all now have 
one thing in common: they made it!

“Graduates, today marks a significant milestone 
in your lives,” Dr. Larry L. Cockrum, university 
president, said during commencement ceremonies. 
“You have persevered through years of hard work 
and now stand here, ready to take on the world. 
I am honored to congratulate each and every one 
of you on your outstanding achievements.”

German 
Valley’s Brown 
graduates from 
Cumberlands
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MARKETPLACE

NOTICE
TAX DEED NO. 
2024TX16  
FILED 5/7/2024
TAKE NOTICE
County of   OGLE                              
Date Premises Sold    
November 3, 2021             
Certificate No.    2020-
00032
Sold for General Taxes 
of (year) 2020     
Sold for Special As-
sessment of (Munici-
pality)
and Special Assess-
ment Number    N/A
Warrant Number   N/A     
Installment Number   
N/A
THIS PROPERTY HAS 
BEEN SOLD FOR DE-
LINQUENT TAXES
Property Located at 312 
East Hitt Street, Mt Mor-
ris, Illinois
Legal Description or 
Property Index No.:  08-
26-180-009
This notice is to ad-
vise you that the above 
property has been sold 
for delinquent taxes and 
that the period of re-
demption from the sale 
will expire on Septem-
ber 16, 2024.
The amount to redeem 
is subject to increase 
at 6 month intervals 
from the date of sale 
and may be further in-
creased if the purchas-
er at the tax sale or 
his assignee pays any 
subsequently accruing 
taxes or special assess-
ments to redeem the 
property from subse-
quent forfeitures or tax 
sales.  Check with the 
county clerk as to the 
exact amount you owe 
before redeeming.  
This notice is also to ad-
vise you that a petition 
has been filed for a Tax 
Deed which will trans-
fer title and the right to 
possession of this prop-
erty if redemption is not 
made on or before Sep-
tember 16, 2024.
This matter is set for 
hearing in the Circuit 
Court of Ogle County 
in Oregon, Illinois on 
October 3, 2024 at 
9:00am with Judge 
Roe via Zoom.
You may be present at 
this hearing but your 
right to redeem will al-
ready have expired at 
that time.
YOU ARE URGED TO 
REDEEM IMMEDI-
ATELY TO PREVENT 
LOSS OF PROPERTY 
Redemption can be 
made at any time on 
or before September 
16, 2024, by applying 
to the County Clerk of 
Ogle County, Illinois at 
the Office of the County 
Clerk in Oregon, IL.
For further informa-
tion contact the Coun-
ty clerk
ADDRESS:  105 South 
5th Street, Suite 104, 
Oregon, IL  61061
TELEPHONE: (815) 
732-1110
P&N PROPERTIES, 
INC.                      
Purchaser or Assignee            
Dated: 5/9/2024
CASE NUMBER: 
2024TX16
Martin Acevedo Ramos; 
Laura Acevedo, n/k/a 
Lori A Neebel; Rosaline 
Acevedo Ramos; Vil-
lage of Mt Morris; Oc-
cupants; Ogle County 
Clerk; Claimants, Judg-
ment Creditors and De-
cree Creditors, if any of 
the above described as 
“unknown owners” “Un-
known owners or par-
ties interested in said 
land or lots”
No. 0516
(May 20, 27 and June 
3, 2024)

NOTICE
TAX DEED NO. 
2024TX15  
FILED 5/7/2024
TAKE NOTICE
County of   OGLE                              
Date Premises Sold    
November 3, 2021             
Certificate No.    2020-
00058
Sold for General Taxes 
of (year) 2020     
Sold for Special As-
sessment of (Munici-

pality)
and Special Assess-
ment Number    N/A
Warrant Number   N/A     
Installment Number   
N/A
THIS PROPERTY HAS 
BEEN SOLD FOR DE-
LINQUENT TAXES
Property Located at 
6541 East Weld Park 
Road, Stillman Valley, 
Illinois
Legal Description or 
Property Index No.:  10-
15-200-004
This notice is to ad-
vise you that the above 
property has been sold 
for delinquent taxes and 
that the period of re-
demption from the sale 
will expire on Septem-
ber 16, 2024.
The amount to redeem 
is subject to increase 
at 6 month intervals 
from the date of sale 
and may be further in-
creased if the purchas-
er at the tax sale or 
his assignee pays any 
subsequently accruing 
taxes or special assess-
ments to redeem the 
property from subse-
quent forfeitures or tax 
sales.  Check with the 
county clerk as to the 
exact amount you owe 
before redeeming.  
This notice is also to ad-
vise you that a petition 
has been filed for a Tax 
Deed which will trans-
fer title and the right to 
possession of this prop-
erty if redemption is not 
made on or before Sep-
tember 16, 2024.
This matter is set for 
hearing in the Circuit 
Court of Ogle County 
in Oregon, Illinois on 
October 3, 2024 at 
9:00am with Judge 
Roe via Zoom.
You may be present at 
this hearing but your 
right to redeem will al-
ready have expired at 
that time.
YOU ARE URGED TO 
REDEEM IMMEDI-
ATELY TO PREVENT 
LOSS OF PROPERTY 
Redemption can be 
made at any time on 
or before September 
16, 2024, by applying 
to the County Clerk of 
Ogle County, Illinois at 
the Office of the County 
Clerk in Oregon, IL.
For further information 
contact the County clerk
ADDRESS:  105 South 
5th Street, Suite 104, 
Oregon, IL  61061
TELEPHONE: (815) 
732-1110
P&N PROPERTIES, 
INC.                      
Purchaser or Assignee            
Dated: 5/9/2024
CASE NUMBER: 
2024TX15
Barbara Beauchem; 
Unknown Spouse of 
Barbara Beauchem; 
Unknown Heirs and 
Devisees of Janet L 
Turner, Deceased; Oc-
cupants; Ogle County 
Clerk; Claimants, Judg-
ment Creditors and De-
cree Creditors, if any of 
the above described as 
“unknown owners” “Un-
known owners or par-
ties interested in said 
land or lots”
No. 0517
(May 20, 27 and June 
3, 2024)

NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE 15th 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS 

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF: JAN-
ET RILEY, Deceased
NO. 2024 PR 26

CLAIM NOTICE 
NOTICE IS GIVEN of 
the death of Janet Ri-
ley of Byron, Illinois. 
Letters of office were 
issued on May 6, 2024 
to Dennis J. Riley of Or-
egon, Illinois and Eric A. 
Nelson of Mt. Vernon, 
Iowas, whose attorney 
is Douglas P. Floski, 
ofFloski Law Office, 
LLC. at 220 W. Third 
Street, P. 0. Box 1007, 
Byron, Illinois, 61010-
1007.
CLAIMS against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
office of the Clerk of the 
Court at Ogle County 
Judicial Center, 106 
South 5th Street, Ore-

gon, Illinois, 61061, or 
with the representative, 
or both, within 6 months 
from the first publication 
of this Notice, or with-
in three months from 
the date of mailing or 
delivery of Notice to 
creditors, if mailing or 
delivery is required by 
Section 18-3 of the Illi-
nois Probate Act, 1975, 
as amended, whichever 
date is later. Any claim 
not filed within that peri-
od is barred. 
Copies of claims filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the estate legal rep-
resentative and to the 
attorney within 10 days 
after the claim has been 
filed.
DENNIS J. RILEY 
and ERIC A. NELSON 
Co-Independent Admin-
istrators
No. 0518
(May 20, 27 and June 
3, 2024)

NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF OGLE 

ILLINOIS BANK & 
TRUST f/k/a 
RIVERSIDE COMMU-
NITY BANK,  
Plaintiff,  
vs.   
Case No.:  2024FC30
LORRIE A. ADAMS, 
and UNKNOWN  
OWNERS and NON-
RECORD CLAIMANT 
Defendants.  
)  
Defendants.  
)

NOTICE OF FORE-
CLOSURE

 The requisite 
Affidavit having been 
duly filed in my office, 
NOTICE is hereby giv-
en you, LORRIE A. 
ADAMS, as title hold-
er of record, and UN-
KNOWN OWNERS and 
NONRECORD CLAIM-
ANTS, Defendants in 
the above-entitled suit, 
that the said suit has 
been commenced in 
the Circuit Court of Ogle 
County, by the said 
Plaintiff against you and 
other Defendants, pray-
ing for the foreclosure of 
certain liens concerning 
the premises described 
as follows, to-wit:
Lot One (1) as designat-
ed upon Plat of Lakev-
iew Subdivision No. 2, 
of part of the Southwest 
Quarter (1/4) of Sec-
tion 28 and Southeast 
Quarter (1/4) of Section 
29, all in Township 25 
North, Range 11 East of 
the Fourth Principal Me-
ridian, according to the 
Plat thereof recorded in 
Plat File A, page 14 as 
Document No. 444116 
in Ogle County, Illinois; 
situated in the Township 
of Byron, the County of 
Ogle and the State of 
Illinois.
Commonly known as:  
4928 East Ashelford 
Drive, Byron, IL  61010.
and for other relief; that 
summons was duly 
issued out of the said 
Court against you as 
provided by law, and 
that the said suit is now 
pending.
 The lien(s) 
sought to be foreclosed 
are identified as follows:
 M o r t g a g e 
from Lorrie A. Adams, 
an unmarried woman 
to Riverside Communi-
ty Bank dated February 
8, 2013 and recorded 
February 22, 2013, in 
the Recorder’s Office 
of Ogle County, Illi-
nois, as Document No. 
201301557 to secure 
$10,000.00.
 N O W , 
THEREFORE, unless 
you, the said above-
named Defendants, 
file your answer to the 
Complaint in the said 
suit or otherwise make 
your appearance there-
in, in the office of the 
Clerk of the 15th Ju-
dicial Circuit Court of 
Ogle County, in the City 
of Oregon, Illinois, on or 
before the 28th day of 
June 2024, default may 
be entered in accor-
dance with the prayer of 
said Complaint.

Shawn C. Fulbright 
(6237106)
Barrick Switzer Long 
Balsley
& Van Evera, LLP
6833 Stalter Drive
Rockford, IL  61108
[t] 815.962.6611
sfulbright@bslbv.com
No. 0520
(May 20, 27, and June 
3, 2024)

NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
COUNTY OF OGLE

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF: 
EMMITT W. MARTIN,
Deceased.

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE IS GIVEN of 
the death of EMMITT 
W. MARTIN of Mt. Mor-
ris, Ogle County, Illinois. 
Letters of Office as Ex-
ecutor were issued on 
May 9, 2024, to JAMIE 
L. KROHN whose ad-
dress is 382 North Cal-
lahan Road, Bay City, 
Michigan, and whose 
attorneys are Hewitt & 
Wagner, 1124 Lincoln 
Highway, Rochelle, 
Ogle County, Illinois, 
61068.
Claims against the 
estate may be filed in 
the Office of the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court of 
Ogle County, Oregon, 
Illinois, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, no 
later than six (6) months 
from the date of the first 
publication of this claim 
notice and any claim 
not filed within that pe-
riod is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the 
attorney within ten (10) 
days after it has been 
filed.
No. 0522
(May 20, 27 and June 
3, 2024)

NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE 15th 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS 

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF: 
ROBERT RYDER, De-
ceased
NO. 2024 PR 28

CLAIM NOTICE 
NOTICE IS GIVEN of 
the death of ROBERT 
RYDER of Oregon, Il-
linois. Letters of office 
were issued on May 
14, 2024 to Carol Kel-
so of Peoria, Arizona, 
whose attorney is Da-
vid A. Smith, of Smith, 
Birkholz & Morrow, P.C. 
at 129 South Fourth  
Street, P. 0. Box 10, 
Oregon, Illinois, 61061-
0010.
CLAIMS against the 
estate may be filed in 
the office of the Clerk 
of the Court at Ogle 
County Judicial Center, 
106 South 5th Street, 
Oregon, Illinois, 61061, 
or with the represen-
tative, or both, with-
in 6 months from the 
first publication of this 
Notice, or within three 
months from the date 
of mailing or delivery 
of Notice to creditors, 
if mailing or delivery 
is required by Sec-
tion 18-3 of the Illinois 
Probate Act, 1975, as 
amended, whichever 
date is later. Any claim 
not filed within that pe-
riod is barred. 
Copies of claims filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the estate legal rep-
resentative and to the 
attorney within 10 days 
after the claim has 
been filed.
CAROL KELSO
Independent Adminis-
trators
No. 0529
(May 27, June 3 and 
10, 2024)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on May 13, 
2024 a certificate was 
filed in the Ogle Coun-
ty Clerk’s Office setting 
forth the names and 
post office address of 
all of the persons own-
ing, conducting and 

transacting the busi-
ness known as: 
Kelly’s Cleaning, LLC
975 W Cliff Rd.
Oregon, IL 61061
Dated May 13, 2024
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 0533
(May 27, June 3 and 10, 
2024)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on May 9, 
2024 a certificate was 
filed in the Ogle Coun-
ty Clerk’s Office setting 
forth the names and 
post office address of 
all of the persons own-
ing, conducting and 
transacting the busi-
ness known as: 
RLG Farms
3720 Limerick Rd.
Oregon, IL 61061
Dated May 9, 2024
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 0534
(May 27, June 3 and 10, 
2024)

NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT OGLE 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS
STERLING FEDERAL 
BANK, F.S.B.,  
Plaintiff, 
vs. 
RICHARD D. KRUG 
A/K/A RICHARD D. 
KRUG, JR., KRISTEN 
KRUG and ULTRA-
LIGHT 2 RESIDENTIAL 
SOLAR, LLC,
2023 FC 67
Defendants.
LEGAL NOTICE FOR 

FORECLOSURE 
SALE – PUBLIC AUC-

TION OF REAL ES-
TATE (IT IS ADVISED 
THAT INTERESTED 
PARTIES CONSULT 

THEIR OWN AT-
TORNEYS BEFORE 
BIDDING AT FORE-
CLOSURE SALES.)

PUBLIC NOTICE is 
hereby given that pur-
suant to a JUDGMENT 
OF FORECLOSURE 
entered by the Court 
in the above-entitled 
cause on May 28, 2024, 
the property hereinafter 
described will be sold 
to the highest qualified 
bidder. 
(A) The name, address, 
and telephone number 
of the person to contact 
for
information regard-
ing the real estate is 
Brad Kolb, Sterling 
Federal Bank, F.S.B., 
815.622.3361. 
(B) The common ad-
dress of the real estate 
is 109 North Seminary 
Street, Mt. Morris, IL 
61054 and its legal de-
scription is:
Lots 3 and 4, Block 2 
in Hitt’s Addition to Mt. 
Morris, Illinois; accord-
ing to the Plat thereof 
recorded November 12, 
1902 in Book B of Plats, 
page 39.
(C) The real estate con-

sists of a Three Story, 
Six Bedroom, Three 
Bathroom 4,200 Square 
foot house with a large 
covered porch and cen-
tral air with a four car 
detached garage. 
(D) The time and place 
of the sale are as fol-
lows: 10:00 A.M. on 
June 28, 2024 at Ogle 
County Sheriff’s Office 
located at 202 S. 1st 
Street, Oregon, Illinois 
61061.
(E) The terms of the 
sale are 10 percent of 
the purchase price at 
the time of the auction 
sale as earnest money, 
and the balance, includ-
ing the Judicial sale fee 
for Abandoned Resi-
dential Property Mu-
nicipality Relief Fund, 
which is calculated on 
residential real estate 
at the rate of $1 for 
each $1,000 or fraction 
thereof of the amount 
paid by the purchaser 
not to exceed $300, at 
least 30 days after the 
date of Court approval 
of the sale upon deliv-
ery of deed and posses-
sion.  All payments shall 
be by CASH, BANK 
DRAFT, or CERTIFIED 
FUNDS.  Any sale is 
subject to Court approv-
al.  Any specific restric-
tions on property or title 
will be announced day 
of sale. Said real estate 
is offered for sale with-
out recourse to Plaintiff 
and in “AS IS” condi-
tion. Upon payment in 
full of the amount bid, 
the purchaser will re-
ceive a Certificate of 
Sale that will entitle the 
purchaser to a deed 
to the real estate after 
confirmation of sale. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
DAY OF SALE TAKE 
PRECEDENCE OVER 
ANY PRINTED MATE-
RIAL.  
(F) The case title, case 
number and the court 
in which the foreclosure 
was filed are specified 
above. 
(G) The property is 
subject to general real 
estate taxes, special 
assessments, or spe-
cial taxes levied against 
said real estate.
(H) No other informa-
tion is required to be 

disclosed.
STERLING FEDERAL 
BANK, F.S.B., Plaintiff, 
By WARD, MURRAY, 
PACE & JOHNSON, 
P.C. Its Attorneys
Maverik A. Good – 
ARDC 6342150 Ward, 
Murray, Pace & John-
son, P.C. Attorney for 
Sterling Federal Bank, 
F.S.B. 202 E. 5th Street 
| P.O. Box 400 Sterling, 
IL 61081 
P: 815.625.8200 
good@wmpj.com
No. 0601
(June 3, 10 and 17, 
2024)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone can’t 
ask you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For 
more information, call 
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 

for money in advance.” 

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any parent 
or guardian to verify the 
validity of the license of 
any facility before placing 
a child in its care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

CHANA - Elderly woman 
looking for a teen to help 
with flowers and yard 
work. No mowing. No 
certain days or times. Will 
provide transportation. 
Call 815-562-4880. 
(MS06032024)

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Ogle County Housing Authority is opening the waiting list for the Housing 
Choice Voucher Program.  This program is a rental assistance program 
that assists extremely low income and very low-income families with their 
rent in the private market.

Applications will be available online beginning Tuesday, June 4, 2024 at 
9:00 am CST.  Applications can be accessed at https://www.waitlistcheck.
com/IL3114.

Applications will be placed in this list according to preference, date, and 
time.  Applicants already on waiting lists for other housing programs must 
apply separately for this program.

Ogle County Housing Authority will accept applications as a reasonable 
accommodation for persons with disabilities at their office, located at 1001 
Pines Road, Suite A, Oregon Illinois 61061 from 9:00am – 3:00 pm CST.  
Please call 815-732-1301 with any questions.

No. 0505
(May 13, 20, 27, June 3, and 10, 2024)

A&T Auction Services, LLC
Travis Cunningham 

(815) 297-4595
Located in Forreston, IL

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds

815-946-4120 
 

Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.

Auctions – Real Estate 
Appraisals

Online Auctions 
Now Available 
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436

Hacksauction.com

Remmer Schuetz  
Auction Service

Case Tractor Collector
5936 S. Watertown Rd.

Ashton, IL
847-878-1491

 

Class-A CDL
Drivers Wanted

$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to

$33/per hour
Local Trucking 

Company seeking 
full time,

year- round driver to 
haul grain.

815-938-3644
Please

leave message.
09052022
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MARKETPLACE

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

305 305 
GARAGE/ESTATE SALESGARAGE/ESTATE SALES

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

CLASSIC & ANTIQUE AUTOMOBILE 
COLLECTION 

‘ONLINE’ AUCTION
Bidding Opens: SUN., MAY 26th @ 8 A.M.

Hacks Antique Auction Center
hacksauction.hibid.come

410 W. Third St., Pecatonica, IL  61063
Featuring The George Garner Estate Lifetime 
Collection! 1911 REO Brass Runabout; 1916 REO Six 
7 Passenger (Rare); 1923 Chevrolet Superior Delivery 
Truck; 1923 Chevrolet Superior Utility Coupe; 1928 
Chevrolet AB Sedan; 1961 Chevy Corvair 95 Rampside 
Truck; 1976 Cadillac Eldorado Convertible; 2017 Dodge 
2500 Crew Cab 4x4 Pickup Truck; ‘95 Haul Mark 
Custom Enclosed Car Haul Trailer; Vintage REO Gas 
Engines & Lawn Equipment; Lots of Old Automotive 
Parts & Literature; Specialty Tools & Equipment; 
Restoration; Scale Model Die Cast Cars; Petroleum & 
Oil Cans; Memorabilia; Adv.; Many Other Rare Items.

FORMER ‘GOLDIE FLOBERG CENTER’ 
LIQUIDATION ‘LIVE’ AUCTION

SAT., JUNE 8th – 10 A.M.
58 W. Rockton Rd., Rockton, IL  61072

The Village of Rockton Will Sell All Remaining 
Contents of The ‘Center’. Incl. Commercial Kitchen 
& Restaurant Equipment; Walk-In Cooler; Vending 
Machines; Maintenance & Support; Tools; Seasonal 
Décor; Xbox-Playstation-Game Boy-Nitendo-Electronics; 
Large Selection  Office Furniture-Desks-Chairs-File 
Cabinets; Toys; Rockton Street Signs (Over 140); Fruit 
Jars; Exercise Equip.; Recreational; Playground Set; 
Large Assortment of Bicycles; Much More! 
10% Buyer’s Fee.

REAL ESTATE AUUCTION 
SATURDAY, JUNE 29th – 1:00 P.M.

7251 Montague Rd., Rockford, IL  61102
Classic Brick 2-Story, 4-Bedroom Home. Metal 
Shop/Storage Building, Barn on 4-Acre Wooded Site. 
Winnebago School Dist., Great Location.

Hack’s Auction & Realty Service
Greg & Swan Hachmeister, Auctioneers

Pecatonica, IL 815-239-1436
www.hacksauction.com  

I.A.F.L. #44000128

PERSONAL PROPERTY AUCTION 
JAMES & BARBARA KIRCHNER ESTATE

1085 W. MUD CREEK ROAD, OREGON, IL 61061
Thursday, June 6th  8AM   
to Sunday, June 9th 5PM 

This is an Online Auction. 
Please visit https://aandtauctionservices.hibid.com/ 
for full sale viewing beginning 6/5/2024. Pictures will 
be uploaded prior to that date as they are available. 

Personal Property: Many household items; various 
furniture, including couch and more; washer and dryer 
set; refrigerator; deep freezer; vintage crocks; dishes 
& glassware; some antiques & collectibles; garage 
items/tools; pressure washer; decor items–vintage, 
advertising, and more; storage shelves & cabinets; 
and much more miscellaneous–a great mix of items 
on this sale! 
Item Viewing: Items will be available for online 
viewing no later than 8am on  6/5/2024. If you wish 
for more information on an item or an appointment 
to view an item, please contact A & T Auction Ser-
vices directly. 
Item Pick-up: Pick up will be held on Thursday, 
June 13th from 4:30-7:00pm at the sale site listed 
above.  
Terms & Conditions: This is an absolute sale. 
There will be a 10% Buyer’s Premium added to 
all items sold.  Items can be purchased with cash, 
GOOD check, or credit card. There will be a 3.5% 
fee added to any credit card transaction. 
Follow A & T Auction Services on Facebook 
for the Online Sale Link and additional sale 
information, including pictures, how to register 
for online bidding, and complete sale terms and 
conditions.   

Travis Cunningham,  
Auctioneer IL Lic. # 441.002600

A & T Auction Services, LLC
atauctionservices@gmail.com

815-297-4595 

or email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 

law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

Estate/Garage Sale
401 Jackson Street, Oregon

June 7 & 8 9am-5pm

Stately Oregon home estate sale. 
Only the most valuable and  

exquisite items remain for sale, as 
all the unnecessary and mundane 
belongings have been cleared out. 

Come and see/purchase an  
artifact from the inside of this 

charming Tudor-style house, laden 
with distinctive architectural features 

and brimming with character!
PIA#56

Garage Sale - Davis Junction
185 Autumnwood Lane

Thur., Fri., Sat. - June 6, 7 & 8
Hydraulic Jack, Ladders,  

Wheelbarrow, Fertilizer Spreader, 
75’ hose on reel, barbeque grill with 

2 propane tanks, other lawn and 
garden plus home decor, linens, 

kitchen stuff, games, records and 
so much more PIA#45

Huge Garage Sale
June 6, 7, 8

Thurs, Fri,  Sat 
9 am to 6 pm

5189 East Walden Rd.,  Byron 
25 Year Purge!

Crafts, Books, medium-4x Clothes, 
Cider press, Scrubs,  Avon &  
Stampin’Up + Supplies, Wine 

making stuff, Fabric, Baskets, Cake 
Stuff, Wedding stuff, Strollers etc., 
Housewares... More added Daily! 

Something for everyone! Half price 
Saturday! PIA#54

Garage Sale - Oregon
717 Franklin St.

Thurs. June 6th - Sat. June 
8th from 9AM to 3PM
Antiques, collectibles,  

furniture, household items, 
crafts and supplies, and 

much Misc.
PIA#52

FOR SALE
NEW Indoor/Outdoor 

4-Person Hot Tub  
for Sale

Soft walls, $300 OBO
779-221-4434

PIA#58

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-262-3900

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

04092023

TRUCK
for 

SALESALE

1999 
Dodge 
Ram 

Truck  
for Sale Cab and a half, 6ft. 
bed, V8 Engine, New motor, 

$4,000 or best offer.  
815-312-7602 PIA#57

OREGON/MT. MORRIS
Newer 1, 2 & 3 BR APTS.  

Water, sewer, garbage inc.  
w/most units. HOUSES 

some w/garages, all in like 
new condition.  

Starting at $425/mo.
815-734-4348
815-590-2302

1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(next to D&W Garage)

Storage Unit Sizes:
5ʼ x 10ʼ     10ʼ x 10ʼ

10ʼ x 15ʼ  10ʼ x 20ʼ  10ʼx30ʼ

Annual multi-family garage sale 
Thursday, June 6  8-5

Friday, June 7  8-4
721 N. Stillman Rd., Oregon 

(Paynes Point) 
Home decor, baskets, clothing for women, 
young men’s, teenage girls, 7/8-10/12 girls

boys NB-18mo, girls NB-6mo
Breast pump, misc. baby items and toys 

Still cleaning out and finding more goodies!
PIA#55

Read and 
Recycle
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LOCAL NEWS
Storytime at the Library

Join us in person at the library for songs, stories and 
crafts! Ages 2-5. Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Registration 
required: 815-645-8611.
Summer Reading Program: Seas the 
Day!

It’s only fair winds and following seas as we embark 
on our summer reading journey. We’ll travel to far-off 
destinations, meet new people and open our eyes to 
new ideas—through the transportive power of books. 
Register in person or with the Beanstack app for our 
2024 Summer Reading Program: Seas the Day!  You’ll 
collect badges by logging your reading, completing 
fun activities and attending library programs... for a 
chance to win real prizes. It’s fun.  It’s easy. It’s free!  
May 27- August 3, 2024.
Adult Craft: Resin Wave

Where there’s a will, there’s a wave. Join Joanna 
at the library, Monday, June 10 at 6 p.m., as we learn 
to make a modern mosaic beachscape featuring a tex-
tured sea glass sea wave and cast in resin. Adults only. 
Registration required: 815-645-8611.
Storytime in the Park

Join us for a special storytime in Davis Junction 
Park! We’ll enjoy stories, songs and parachute play. 
Feel free to bring blankets or lawn chairs for your 
comfort. Friday, June 21, 10 a.m. Ages 2-9. Registration 
required 815-645-8611.
Greek Travel: Sunny. Stony. Spectac-
ular! 

Add unassuming Greece to your bucket list. Greece 
doesn’t need to boast: it naturally rewards its travelers 
with breathtaking views, ancient ruins, mouth-watering 
Mediterranean cuisine and an easy pace. Join frequent 
fliers Joanna and Wayne as they gush over Greece: 
its regions, travel itineraries and must-know tips and 
tricks. Monday, June 24, 6 p.m. Registration required: 
815-645-8611.
Teen Time: Will it Dye?

Add a splash of color to your outfit by creating an 
accessory as unique as you. We’ll try a variety of tie-
dye techniques while enjoying fresh air. Dress for a 
mess. Tuesday, June 25, 6 p.m. Ages 3-18. Registration 
required: 815-645-8611.
Tween Scene: Cruise Ship: Boston

Pack your bags, we’re hitting the high seas! Our 
next shore excursion on our tween cruise is Boston. 
Don’t worry, there’s no humidity for miles! We’ll en-
joy games, crafts and snacks inspired by this historic 
city. Tuesday, July 2, 6 p.m. Ages 10-12. Registration 
required: 815-645-8611.
Summer Saturday Hours 

Beginning June 1, the library will be open on Sat-
urdays from 9 a.m-2 p.m. through Labor Day.

JULIA HULL DISTRICT LIBRARY 
STILLMAN VALLEY

OREGON — In 4-H, learning 
about horses means much more 
than learning to ride. Young 
people with a passion for horses 
participated in recent statewide 
educational contests related to 
the equine industry. University 
of Illinois Extension’s 4-H educa-
tional programs enhance members’ 
knowledge of horse health, breed 
characteristics, management, and 
feeding. That knowledge and skills 
were tested during the State Horse 
Bowl Contest on April 13 on the 

University of Illinois campus.
Horse Bowl functions much 

like a scholastic bowl in a school 
setting, emphasizing equine 
knowledge with youth competing 
individually and on teams. Horse 
ownership is not a prerequisite in 
either educational programs or 
contests.

Ogle County Horse Bowl Team 
members include Adalyn Bocker, 
Addison Diehl, Kenzie Hongser-
meier, Lily Hongsermeier, and 
Addison Yordy. The coaches 

for the team include Elizabeth 
Stauffer, Erica Bocker, and Jeanie 
Yordy.  

In Junior Division Horse Bowl 
Teams, the Mercer County team 
took first, the Ogle County team 
took second, and the Rock Island/
Henry County team took third.

Top individual finishers in the 
Junior Division include Moira 
Curry, Champaign County, first 
place; Hanna Koch, Tazewell 
County, second place; Addison 
Yordy, Ogle County, third place.

Ogle County 4-H Horse Bowl Team, front row left to right: Kenzie Hongsermeier, Addison Yordy, Adalyn Bock-
er, Addison Diehl, and Lily Hongsermeier. Back row, left to right: Coach Elizabeth Stauffer, Coach Erica Bocker, 
and Coach Jeanie Yordy.

Youth test knowledge of horse health, 
equine knowledge in state contest
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