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ROCHELLE — May is Stroke 
Awareness Month. Rochelle Community 
Hospital has been designated as an Acute 
Stroke-Ready Hospital for several years 
and strives to see good outcomes for area 
patients that suffer strokes, RCH Emer-
gency Services Manager Janis Astle said. 

Being an Acute Stroke-Ready Hospital 
requires that the hospital have a stroke 
coordinator to promote best practices and 
perform quality audits.  It also requires 
having specialized education for nurses 
and support staff to improve recognition, 
care, documentation and an organized 
team response.  Emergency department 
nurses do annual education on how to do 
specialized exams to assess patients for 
possible stroke. 

“We use the FAST acronym for a quick 
assessment in triage,” Astle said. “This 
assessment includes a check for facial 
symptoms such as drooping, arm symp-
toms such as weakness, and speech symp-
toms such as slurred speech or inability to 
speak or inability to understand speech.  
The ‘T’ stands for time, meaning that time 
is of the essence. That’s a very simple 
prehospital assessment that families and 
patients can do immediately. If the patient 
can’t speak and notices a facial droop, for 
example, that’s a sign of a potential stroke. 
The nurses’ assessment education is much 
more detailed.  It allows nurses to more 

precisely give a score to a patient based on 
their symptoms, so we can tell how severe 
the stroke might be and sometimes even 
where it might be located.”

RCH has a dedicated process in place 
for stroke patients. When they come by 
ambulance, advance notice is received by 
the hospital and the patient is taken directly 
by EMS personnel to the CT scanner when 
arriving on scene to assess the brain con-
dition of the patient. Blood is also drawn 
from the patient immediately after the CT 
is performed. Having the patient arrive by 
ambulance gives the patient a head start. 

Strokes are generally caused by a blood 
clot blocking off blood flow to a certain 
area of the brain. There are medications 
and procedures that can clear that blood 
clot to get blood flowing again. 

“Every minute that you don’t have 
blood going to a certain area of your 
brain, those brain cells can die,” Astle 
said. “Time is of the essence because we 
want to open that blood vessel back up 
and get the blood flowing again. We can 
administer medication that breaks the clot 
up. There is also a procedure that allows 
a physician and support team to remove 
the clot. Our emergency department can 
administer the medications when needed.  
We also facilitate transfer of some patients 
to hospitals with a higher level of stroke 
care, often Saint Anthony Medical Center 
in Rockford.”

See STROKE page 2

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At 
the end of the school 
year, Rochelle Town-
ship High School 
School Psychologist 
Chris Roberts will re-
tire after serving at the 
school since 2007. 

Roberts’ position at 
the school is through 
the Ogle County Edu-
cational Cooperative. 
He also does school 
psychologist work at 
Steward Elementary 
School. The OCEC 

RCH marks Stroke Awareness Month in May, 
serves as Stroke-Ready Hospital for local patients

‘Our improvements in numbers tell me the patients are getting the best possible chance’

Recognizing Signs of Stroke
The National Stroke Association and other organizations use 
the acronym FAST to determine if someone is having a stroke.

F: Ask the person to smile, if one side of the FACE droops, it is 
a warning sign.
A: Ask the person to lift both ARMS. If one arm drifts down or 
they have difficulty moving it, it’s a warning sign.
S: Ask the person to repeat a simple phrase. If SPEECH is 
slurred or odd, it could be a stroke.
T: If a person develops any of the warning signs, it is TIME to 
call emergency services and take action.

Mini strokes are similar to strokes, but they are temporary. But 
mini strokes still warrant medical attention, as they can be a 
harbinger of larger strokes.

RTHS School Psychologist Chris Roberts to 
retire after 17 years, 2 stints with OCEC

‘It’s contagious when you see such commitment from other people that you’re working with’

provides special ed-
ucation services and 

programs for students 
with disabilities who 

are 3-21 years of age 
and residents of Ogle 
County. It also pro-
vides services for some 
Lee County schools. 

Roberts started 
his school psychol-
ogist career with an 
internship in Kanka-
kee before working 
in Freeport for three 
years. He came to the 
OCEC in 1987 and 
during that time he 
primarily worked in 
the Rochelle Elemen-
tary School District 
and early childhood 
program. He then left 

the profession for 12 
years before returning 
to the OCEC in 2007, 
placed full-time at 
RTHS. He has previ-
ously worked with St. 
Paul Lutheran School 
in Rochelle as well. 

Roberts graduated 
from Princeton High 
School and Illinois 
State University. His 
inspiration to get into 
the school psychol-
ogy field came from 
a neighbor and his 
parents. 

See ROBERTS page 3
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Ala Carte Country  
Remodel Done 

Your Way

3 beds, 2 bath 1700sq ft two story on 
1.5-acre lot with basement and detached 
garage/outbuilding on the edge of town. 
New water heater, gas furnace, electric 
panel, new septic and much, much more. 
Please call for more details or to request 
an info packet. This is NOT a “sweat 
equity” deal, contract purchase or rent to 
own, PLEASE. 

Please call for more details:  
630-208-4742
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Violet Ebens,  Violet Ebens,  
386 W. Oregon Trail Rd,  386 W. Oregon Trail Rd,  

Oregon, IL 61061Oregon, IL 61061
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From page 1

RCH has seen improvements in time markers 
related to stroke patients. In 2022 at RCH, 52 per-
cent of stroke patients received a CT scan within 
10 minutes. In 2023, that number was up to 78.9 
percent. In 2022, RCH got CT scan results of stroke 
patients within 45 minutes 76 percent of the time. 
In 2023, that number was 91.1 percent. In 2022, 
blood test results for stroke patients were back 
within 45 minutes 57.1 percent of the time. In 2023, 
that number was 76.5 percent.  Astle credits the 
ED physicians, nurses, and techs, along with the 
team response of support departments such as lab 
and radiology with helping RCH to achieve these 
impressive improvements.

Astle said those improvements tell her that pa-
tients are getting the best possible chance for as 
much recovery as possible.

“If patients come to us with facial drooping and 
arm weakness for example, the sooner they get 
to our ED, the sooner we can diagnose, stabilize 
and transfer them,”  Astle said. “That is their best 
hope to have functional return. That might mean 
the difference in them being able to dress and feed 
themselves or to walk or speak or read to their 
grandkids. When you put it on an individual level, 
the faster we can do our part, the better chance they 

have of having a recovery that makes their lives as 
close to what it was pre-stroke as possible.”

Astle stressed the importance of residents calling 
911 if they are experiencing stroke symptoms and 
said being transported by ambulance lends itself far 
better to recovery then patients driving themselves 
or having a family member drive them. Putting 
off going to a hospital when suffering from stroke 
symptoms can be disastrous due to the time-sensitive 
nature of treatment, she said. Damage from strokes 
can be permanent if they are not addressed as quick-
ly as possible.  She recommends that patients err 
on the side of caution when they are experiencing 
symptoms, and call 911 to get transported to RCH 
quickly.  Even if they’re not sure the symptoms 
they’re having are due to a stroke, it’s better to get 
to the ED to get expert medical assessment and care 
as soon as possible.  

While care for RCH stroke patients typically cul-
minates at a larger hospital with stroke specialists, 
Astle said RCH has heard word of positive outcomes 
for many of the stroke patients it has helped over 
the years. 

“We’ve seen stroke patients come in here with 
acute symptoms, and we find out later on that they’ve 

had a good outcome,” Astle said. “Patients will send 
us a thank you note or cookies. Because we’re the 
small town and community that we are, word often 
gets back to us. We hear about someone getting 
discharged from another hospital that’s doing great. 
We love to hear these good stories.”

Astle said that local patients that suffer from 
strokes having access to RCH for care is “a gift” 
and that their chances of a good outcome would be 
lower if they had to travel by vehicle or ambulance 
all the way to a Rockford hospital instead. 

“Having a place that’s right here in our own com-
munity allows the treatment to start sooner,” Astle 
said. “Rockford is a 35-minute drive. If RCH wasn’t 
here, the process wouldn’t even start until they get 
there. EMS can provide some care and starts the 
notification process to the next set of caregivers.  
The ED provides the next layer of care, and we’re 
great at diagnosing and stabilizing patients, getting 
them to the specialist they need, and getting them 
there quickly.”

STROKE: Emergency teams credited with 
improving time markers in stroke patients

“If patients come to us with 
facial drooping and arm 
weakness for example, the 
sooner they get to our ED, 
the sooner we can diagnose, 
stabilize and transfer them.... 
That is their best hope to have 
functional return.”

Janis Astle

Rochelle Community Hospital emergency room staff strives to get stroke patients treated and transported for 
the best possible outcome. (Photo by Jeff Helfrich)
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Belvidere Collectible Coins

880 Belvidere Road • Belvidere, IL

www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum, 
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:00pm • Sat. 10:30am-2pm

~ Call For Directions ~  (815) 547-7111

Call:
Andrew Heiserman 815-561-2123 • Christel Ackland 815-561-2153 • Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

Be included in the Antiques & Collectibles spotlight!

Serving dinner Wednesday 5 - 8 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 5 - 8 p.m. 07

27
20

22

Join us on Friday nights for 
fish, chicken and more
Saturday we serve up 

Chicken Ralphie 
a fan favorite 

The slots are hot and 
the beer is cold
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“I’d never heard of a school psychol-
ogist or what that was,” Roberts said. 
“My next door neighbor was a director 
of special education. I was in my senior 
year and she and I were talking one day 
and she told me to 
think about becoming 
a school psychologist. 
It was out of the blue 
and she was wondering 
what I wanted to do. 
She explained it to me 
and told me there was 
a huge shortage, which 
there still is. She kind 
of planted that in my 
head. My mom was 
an English teacher and 
my dad worked with 
adults with disabili-
ties. So in some ways, 
what I do is kind of a 
combination of that. I 
was exposed to those 
professions.”

Along with watch-
ing the OCEC itself 
grow over the years, 
Roberts has witnessed 
changes in his field and 
in education in general. 

“Computers have been a big change,” 
Roberts said. “We’ve gone basically 
paperless this year and we’ve had online 
individualized education programs 
(IEPs) and special education documen-
tations since 2009. Technology has been 
the biggest change in my career that I 
can remember. And working through 
that change has been a challenge. It all 
boils down to having a good relationship 
with teachers. People tend to learn more 
when they have a good relationship with 
teachers.”

While he may do some part-time 
work in retirement, Roberts said it will 
be “emotionally tough” to leave the 
school upon his retirement this year. He 
plans to spend more time with his family 
and friends and less time on his work, 
which he said can be high-pace. 

Among the things Roberts will miss 
most is seeing educators that he’s built 
connections with over the years on a 
daily basis.

“I’ve had so many connections through 
the years,” Roberts said. “When you’re in 
the same school for quite a few years, you 
build a lot of good connections and see all 
of the wonderful work the staff does that 
some people never see. You’re amazed at 
the dedication of these educators.”

In 2020 and the years that have 
followed, Roberts saw the COVID-19 
pandemic’s impact on education and the 
students and staff he works with. He said 
more issues have been seen with anxiety, 
anxiety disorders and depression, and 
social emotional needs of students have 
intensified. 

The effects of the pandemic have 
caused Roberts and staff to reorient think-
ing on what services and supports those 
students need. 

“We’ve had to go and do some struc-
tured interventions and services,” Roberts 
said. “Some kids got to the point where 
they needed a plan of accommodations 

that they might need to be successful 
throughout the day or an IEP for special 
education services and support. And it’s 
been like that in the entire country. That’s 
been a significant need here. I’ve spent a 
lot of time with teachers and counselors 
talking about certain students, especially 

in the past two years in 
particular. It all started 
with the pandemic. We 
had a huge increase in 
that concern.”

Roberts said he has 
three interconnected 
reasons why he enjoys 
his work: Students, staff 
and parents. He said 
positivity and wanting 
students to succeed is 
contagious among all 
three of those groups, 
and for his own work.

“Almost without 
exception, kids want 
to succeed, the parents 
want them to succeed 
academically and in 
life, and the teachers do 
too,” Roberts said. “It’s 
contagious when you 
see such commitment 
from other people that 

you’re working with, and you just join 
that team. It’s infectious. And that’s the 
way education should be. And it should 
be fun too. I think the teachers do an awe-
some job of trying to make it fun. That’s 
the main reason I’ve stayed here for 17 
years, that infectious spirit of trying to 
reach and educate these kids. In this com-
munity, it’s easy to have that infectious 
spirit. It’s not like that everywhere.”

In his 40-year career, Roberts has been 
amazed by the accomplishments he’s 
seen by students with special needs. He’s 
seen students with disabilities with an 
inner drive to succeed, disregarding their 
limitations. He’s always felt part of his 
job was to assist students in trying to be 
successful in whatever work or personal 
independence they could achieve. 

“There have been some kids that have 
done some phenomenal things both aca-
demically and in sports,” Roberts said. “ 
I’ve seen students achieve in paralympics 
and travel the world doing it. And I’ve 
seen students achieve at a very high level 
in college. That’s been a fantastic part of 
my job to see that growth.”

Roberts has watched the culture in 
special education change over the years. 
Now when making IEPs, the first thing 
on the list is strengths of the student, 
not challenges. He’s enjoyed seeing that 
point reached in the industry. 

Another shift Roberts has seen is 
more overlap in special education and 
general education.

“I’ve always been impressed by the 
dedication of people I’ve worked with,” 
Roberts said. “The administration and 
staff have all been very supportive and 
complimentary, working as a team. 
Over the years, sometimes people think 
special education and general education 
are separate. They’ve merged more and 
more and we work as a team. That’s 
another huge change I’ve seen in 40 
years and that mentality is present here at 
RTHS.”

ROBERTS: Students, staff 
and parents bring joy to career

“Over the years, 
sometimes people 
think special 
education and 
general education 
are separate. They’ve 
merged more and 
more and we work 
as a team. That’s 
another huge change 
I’ve seen in 40 years 
and that mentality is 
present here at RTHS.”

Chris Roberts

OREGON  — The 
Black Hawk Arts, Resto-
ration and Development 
group (BARD) will have 
a special guest at their 
meeting Tuesday, May 14 
at 10 a.m. at the Village 
Bakery. 

Bob Diven, a long-time 
Las Cruces, New Mexico 
artist, actor, singer, com-
poser, author and sculptor 
will be that special guest. 
Bob was here all of last 
October and will be here 
all of May, returning to 
his childhood home after 
having moved with his 
family to New Mexico 
when he was five years of 
age. The public is invited 
to attend this meeting and 
meet Bob.  

BARD to have special 
guest May 14

Pictured are Jon Barnhart and Bob Diven last Oct. 15, 
2023 at Stone Corner at the corner of Honey Creek 
and South Watertown Roads near Daysville. (Courte-
sy photo)

PRINCETON — The 
next Human Services 
Transportat ion Plan 
(HSTP) Regional Trans-
portation Committee 
Meeting for Region 3 
(Bureau, DeKalb, Grun-
dy, Kendall, LaSalle, Lee, 
Ogle and Putnam Coun-
ties) will be held on Fri-
day May 17 at 10 a.m. at 
BPART – 535 Elm Place, 
Princeton, IL 61356. Hu-
man service organizations 
with an interest in public 
transportation are strongly 
encouraged to attend, as 

well as anyone interested 
in public transit. If you 
would like further infor-
mation, please contact via 
email: hstp@ncicg.org or 
call us at (815) 433-5830.

We will have reserved 
time slots available for 
public comment via Zoom 
for anyone not able to 
attend the meeting in 
person between 10:15-
10:30 a.m. If you would 
like to participate in pub-
lic comment via Zoom 
during that time frame, 
please contact us at (815) 

433-5830 to reserve your 
time slot.

HSTP identifies trans-
portation needs and devel-
ops solutions to improve 
transportation services 
for the general public. 
An emphasis is placed on 
seniors, people with dis-
abilities, individuals with 
lower incomes, and veter-
ans. For more information 
about NCICG, HSTP, or if 
special accommodations 
are needed, please contact 
Connor Schwinn at (815) 
433-5830.

Regional Transportation 
Committee Meeting is May 17

MT. MORRIS  — Monte Nixon of 
Mt. Morris will turn 90 years old on May 
18. The family would love for readers 
of Ogle County Life to participate in a 
card shower to celebrate his birthday. 

All cards can be sent to: 5921 W. 
Oregon Trail Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61054

Nixon to celebrate 90th birthday
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DAVIS JUNCTION – Dennis Eugene 
(Gene) Batty passed away at Generations 
at Neighbors in Byron, IL on Saturday, 
May 4, 2024. He was born on May 23, 
1932, the second of five children, and the 
only son of Gale E. Batty and 
Hazel W. (Dennison) Batty.  Gene 
graduated from Monroe Center 
High School, Class of 1950.  He 
married the love of his life, W. 
Lawrene Tuck, September 18, 
1953, who preceded him in death, 
November 3, 2005.  Gene bought 
a milk route with Dean’s Dairy 
after graduation.  

The newlyweds farmed in Monroe Cen-
ter for two years until he was drafted into 
the Navy in 1955.  He served as an engineer 
on the USS Renshaw which was stationed 
in Pearl Harbor and was deployed to Ja-
pan.  Upon his discharge, they purchased a 
farm where he lived all his life, eventually 
working side-by-side with his son raising 
cattle, hogs, and crops of corn, soybeans, 
oats, and wheat.  

Gene was an avid athlete who played 
baseball, basketball, and ran track in high 
school.  He continued that love of sports 
playing baseball and becoming a basketball 
official with the IHSA in 1960, and a mem-
ber of the White Pines Official Association. 
In 2000, he was awarded a ring recognizing 
his many years of service to the IHSA. He 
officiated for 50 years, finally retiring in 
2010.  He became good friends with his 
reffing partners and enjoyed a hot game of 
cribbage after the ball games.  The loser 
bought the burgers but because he loved 
cribbage and had played all his life, he 
didn’t buy often.  In addition to refereeing 
basketball, Gene also umpired Little League 
and Sandy Colfax baseball for many years.  
You could always find him listening to a 
Cub’s game, whether that be in the tractor, 
or while lying on the living room floor for 
his after-lunch cat nap.  

Gene was an active member of Monroe 
Center Community Church and served 
numerous terms on the church board, in 
various roles.  As a member of the choir, he 
was asked to sing solos for many occasions.  
He enjoyed driving a tractor and hay rack 

through town, picking up kids for Bible 
School.  He also served several years as 
a board member for the Monroe Center 
School District.  

Every person in the world, to him, was 
just a friend he hadn’t met yet.  
He loved to tell stories of his 
experiences.  He had a quick wit 
and enjoyed a good joke, even 
playing a harmless one on you.  
He always saw the good in people.  

Gene is survived by his daugh-
ter, Deb (Ron) Steenken of 
Stillman Valley, IL; son, Bruce 
(Wendy) Batty of Davis Junc-

tion, IL; granddaughters, Katie Steenken 
of Stillman Valley, IL, Libbey (Shawn) 
Cox of Rockford, IL, and Hannah Batty 
of Davis Junction, IL; step grandson, 
Collin (Dawn) Steenken of Schaumburg, 
IL; great grandson, Oden Cox; step great 
grandson, Cillian Steenken; sisters, Mary 
Hackney of Rockford, IL and Edie Bonne 
of Lakeville, MN; sister-in-law, Ann (Bill) 
Pell of Rockford, IL; and numerous nieces 
and nephews.  

Gene is preceded in death by his parents; 
sisters, Janet (Ronald) Bearrows and Judy 
VanBriesen; and brother-in-law, Richard 
Hackney.  

The family would like to thank the staff of 
Generations at Neighbors for the wonderful 
care Gene was shown.  A special thanks and 
appreciation to Serenity Hospice and Home 
and his nurse for the past year, Sheila, for the 
incredible support and kindness provided. 
And, thanks to Debra for continuing to 
support his cribbage habit.   

Funeral service to be held 5:00 PM, Sun-
day, May 12, 2024 at The North Church, 100 
West Street, Monroe Center, IL 61052 with 
the Rev. Bob Mellon officiating. Fellowship 
to follow at Monroe Center Community 
Church 17435 IL-72, Monroe Center, IL 
61052.  Visitation to be held prior to the 
funeral at the North Church from 2:00 – 5:00 
PM.  Burial will be 9:00 AM Monday, May 
13th, 2024 at the Monroe Center Cemetery.  

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made 
to Serenity Hospice and Home, the Stillman 
Valley High School basketball program, or 
the Monroe Center Village Park.  

STILLMAN VALLEY — Mark Kings-
bury Bucey, aged 71, went to be with his Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ, in the early hours 
of May 3, 2024, at Serenity House 
in Oregon, Illinois. His final days 
were blessed with the presence of 
his close family and friends, com-
forting him after a long struggle 
with adenocarcinoma.

Born to Silas Shirley and 
Rose Mae Bucey, Mark’s roots 
were planted deeply in Stillman 
Valley, Illinois. His life exem-
plified the values he cherished—faith in 
Christ, devotion to family, and loyalty to 
people and place. He never ventured far 
from his boyhood home, choosing instead 
to nurture and build upon the foundations 
laid by generations before him. This com-
mitment to community was mirrored in his 
long-standing membership and service as 
an elder at both Kishwaukee Community 
Presbyterian Church in Stillman Valley and 
Providence Orthodox Presbyterian Church 
in Rockford, Illinois.

Mark earned his Bachelor of Science 
in Mechanical Technology in 1975 from 
Bradley University in Peoria, Illinois. This 
education prepared him for a 45-year career 
at Gunite Corporation in Rockford. His dil-
igence, integrity, and expertise made him a 
respected voice and trusted advisor within 
the company.

Predeceased by his daughter, Kristen Sar-
ah Bucey, his legacy is carried on by his wife 
of 46 years, Pamela Jo Bucey (née Barnes); 

his siblings, Charles, Betty Ann, and Silas 
“Tim”; his sons, Camden (Erica), Kelly 
(Julia), and Kipton (Kayla); and his adored 

grandchildren, Derek, Benjamin, 
Miles, Jonathan, Matsey, Joel, 
David, and Graham.

Mark was a kind, gentle man 
who sought to live a life worthy 
of the calling he received. His 
greatest comfort lay in the promise 
of the resurrection (1 Corinthians 
15:35–58), a hope to which he 
clung firmly and steadfastly. Mark 

ran the race well, in the strength of the Lord, 
and leaves behind an enduring legacy for 
his family, friends, and the community and 
place to which he belonged.

Visitation for Mark Kingsbury Bucey will 
be held on Friday, May 10, from 4 to 7 PM 
at Kishwaukee Community Presbyterian 
Church (8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman 
Valley, IL 61084). A funeral service will be 
conducted at the same location on Saturday, 
May 11 at 1 PM, followed immediately 
by a graveside service at Kishwaukee 
Cemetery next to the church. Attendees 
are then invited to return to the church for 
light refreshments and further fellowship. 
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that 
memorials be made to Providence Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church (send checks payable 
to the church to: 5912 Bradley Rd. Byron, 
IL 61010) or Serenity House (1658 S. Illi-
nois Route 2, Oregon, IL 61061). To leave 
an online condolence please visit www.
farrellhollandgale.com

LEAF RIVER — Ronald M. Kunt-
zelman 90, of Leaf River passed away 
Thursday, May 2, 2024, at Allure 
of Pinecrest in Mt. Morris, IL. 
He was born December 1, 1933, 
in Freeport, IL and was the son 
of Cletus and Norvella (Eakle) 
Kuntzelman.

Ronald graduated from Leaf 
River High School in 1952. He 
married Doris Jean Zellers on 
May 24, 1953, at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Mt. Morris. He was a machine 
operator, attended various trade schools, 
and a supervisor for Rockford Products 
Corporation for 43 years.

Ronald served in the United States Army 
during the Korean war, then a joined the 
Jerry Wickam American Legion Post #1148 
in Leaf River where he was also a member 
of the post’s award winning drill team. He 
was a volunteer fireman for 53 years at the 
Leaf River Fire Department where he held 
various positions. He was a Cub Master for 
Cub Pack 335. He was a member of Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Mt. Morris.

Survivors include; special companion 
Leatrice Bicksler of Leaf River, four chil-
dren; Dennis

(Cathy) Kuntzelman of Leaf River, 
Randall (Susan) Kuntzelman of Rockford, 
Rick (Ramona)

Kuntzelman of Davis, IL and Susan 

(Del) Norup of Farmington, MN. 12 
grandchildren and 22

great-grandchildren, brothers; 
Harold “Butch” (Judy) Kuntzel-
man of Stillman Valley, Theadore 
“Ted” Kuntzelman of Rockford, 
and James “Jim” (Carol) Kuntzel-
man of Oregon and sister; Sandra 
“Sandy” Lindstrom of Rockford. 
He was preceded in death by his 
parents, wife Doris, daughter 
Lila Jean Tuite, brothers; Cletus 

Jr., Donald, Alton, Charles, and Robert. 
Sisters; Betty Fogle, Dorothy Hartje, and 
Barbara Klapp.

Visitation will be held on Tuesday, 
May 7, 2024, from 4:00pm-7:00pm at 
Finch Funeral Home, 405 East Hitt St, Mt. 
Morris, IL. Funeral Service will be held 
on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, at 10:30am 
at Finch Funeral Home with fire chaplain 
Billy Hardy officiating. Burial will be im-
mediately following the service at North 
Grove Evangelical Cemetery in Leaf River 
with full military Honors provided by Leaf 
River American Legion and Forreston 
American Legion. 

In lieu of flowers memorials can be made 
to the Leaf River Fire Protection District 
and Jerry Wickam American Legion Post 
#1148.  Arrangements were entrusted to 
Finch Funeral Home 405 E. Hitt St. Mt. 
Morris, IL 61054 815- 734-6156.

OREGON — Robert (Bob) H. Ryder, 
age 80, passed away on April 26, 2024 in 
Oregon, IL. Bob was born on No-
vember 20, 1943, in Fort Smith, 
Arkansas, to the late Dr. Randall 
and Florence (Rodman) Ryder.

Bob spent his early childhood 
in Minneapolis, MN where he 
became a lifelong Minnesota 
Vikings fan. He then moved to 
Iowa City, IA where he graduated 
from Iowa City High School at 
the age of 16. He then attended 
the University of Northern Iowa 
where he received his B.S. and 
M.S. Later in life, he also received his de-
gree in accounting from Northern Illinois 
University.

Bob started his career as a high school 
science teacher at Oregon High School 
(OHS). He continued to stay connected with 
OHS as football and wrestling coach, long-
time school board member and President, 
and also as a parent. After leaving teaching, 
he practiced as a CPA at Lindgren, Calihan, 
Van Osdol, Ltd. for many years before 
pursuing other ventures.

Bob had many interests outside his 
professional life from piloting airplanes to 
SCUBA diving in tropical locations to ski-
ing and hiking and the list goes on. He was 
also always looking for ways to give back to 
the community and was an active member 

and President of the Oregon Kiwanis club. 
He was an avid reader. Bob also loved the 

outdoors. He was a steward of 
his property, spending countless 
hours tending to his gardens, 
mowing the grass, feeding the 
wild birds, and enjoying the 
beauty of the Rock River. Most 
of all, he enjoyed being a devot-
ed father to his daughters, Kate 
and Sara, and grandfather to his 
grandchildren, Sophia, Zachary, 
and Mia. He will be remembered 
a man with a kind heart, quick 
wit, a gentle smile, and an agent 

of honesty.
A visitation to celebrate Bob’s life will be 

held at the Cork & Tap, 305 W. Washington 
St., Oregon, IL, at 5pm-7pm on Wednesday, 
June 5, 2024 and a memorial service will be 
held at 10am on Thursday, June 6, 2024 at 
the Oregon United Methodist Church, 200 
S. 4th St., Oregon, IL. In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made via check to Ki-
wanis of Oregon/Mt. Morris, 601 W 1st St., 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054, in Bob’s memory.

Bob was proceeded in death by his 
wife, Nancy Ryder, and is survived by his 
daughters, Kate Lazar, Chicago, IL, Sara 
(Bill) Tsioles, Arlington Heights, IL, three 
grandchildren, Sophia Tsioles, Zachary 
Lazar and Mia Tsioles, his sister Carol (Ed) 
Kelso, and brother Randall Ryder.

Dennis Eugene (Gene) Batty

Mark Kingsbury Bucey

Ronald M. Kuntzelman

Robert (Bob) H. Ryder

OREGON — The 
Ogle County Solid Waste 
Management Department 
(OCSWMD) will be host-
ing a residential electron-
ics recycling event on 
Saturday, May 18, 2024 
from 8 a.m. to noon at 909 
Pines Road in Oregon.

This event is for Ogle 
County residents only and 
a free permit is required in 
advance of the event.  To 
obtain a free permit call 
815-732-4020 or email 
solidwaste@oglecounty-
il.gov and provide your 
name, address, phone 
number and email address 

by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, 
May 17. 

Accepted items include 
all televisions and comput-
er monitors, computers, 
computer hardware and 
cables, laptops, tablets, cell 
phones, printers, FAX ma-
chines, scanners, shredders 
(no tubs), copiers, video 
gaming equipment, DVD/
VCRs, cable/satellite box-
es, stereo equipment, ra-
dios, digital clocks, cam-
eras, calculators, phone 
systems, holiday light 
strands, extension cords, 
rechargeable batteries, 
printer ink cartridges, CD/

County electronics recycling event is May 18
DVD’s, and CFL bulbs. 
Microwave ovens accept-
ed for $5 per unit. Cash or 
check accepted. 

Limit seven large or 
bulky items per permit 
and one permit per coun-
ty household per month.  
Business or institutional 
electronic materials not 
accepted at these events. 
Business or institutional 
electronics are accepted 
by the OCSWMD via a 
separate program. Call the 
number above for more 
information and pricing 
for business electronic 
recycling, and to make 
an appointment for drop 
off of the materials to be 
recycled. 

For more information 
about this recycling event 
call the OCSWMD at the 
number above, visit www.
oglecountyil.gov, or on 
Facebook at Ogle County 
Solid Waste Management 
Dept.
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Please call 815.562.4171 to arrange payment.  
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OREGON — Mark 
your calendar now for 
PPSOC’s annual spring 
banquet Sunday, May 
19, at the Lorado Taft 
Campus, 1414 N. River 
Road, Oregon.

A social hour with 
book and native plant 
sales and silent auction 
from 5-6 p.m. will be fol-
lowed by a delicious meal 
(either a mouthwater-
ing vegetarian Moroccan 
Stew, or a tasty, traditional 
turkey dinner with all the 
fixings at 6 p.m. and the 
program at 7 p.m.

Chandrwyee Mitra, 
biology professor at North 
Central College, will 
present a program on but-
terflies and crickets which 
includes what butterflies 

we are likely to find, how 
climate changing is affect-
ing butterfly populations, 
and their unusual mating 
behavior which includes 
males giving gifts to 
females by taking salt 
from the environment and 
presenting it to the female 
of their choice. Maybe 
we can observe some of 
that behavior. Of course, 
photos will be presented. 

Books on First, the 
Sauk Valley’s premier in-
dependent bookstore and 
coffee house, will once 
again bring an excellent 
selection of some of the 
books they have to offer! 
If there is a book you 
don’t see Carolyn will be 
happy to locate it for you. 

Caron Wenzel from 

McHenry County will 
be selling native prairie 
plants and seeds con-
taining species for dry, 
mesic, wet mesic, wet, and 
emergent planting sites.

Children are welcome 
in the presence of an 
adult. Tickets are $25 
each; children under 12 
are half price. It is open 
to members and to the 
general public. To make 
dinner reservations or 
to donate to the auction, 
email lin.vogl@gmail.
com or phone 815-973-
4926.

Davis Junction Museum program is May 19

A big thank you to the Rock 
River Strummers. April’s 
program at the Davis Junction 
Museum was fun and a de-
lightful sing along. John Lind-
horst really went all out on 
bringing his group to our com-
munity. The Ukulele Station 
from Oregon is always demon-
strating a good time. This May 
19 Sunday program will be on 
Davis Junction’s History with Dawn Somers sharing her historical knowledge 
and power point pictures of our towns past. Dawn always does a wonder-
ful presentation. She will also have her new book available on 175 years of 
Lindenwood and Lynnville Township. Come and join the experience of the 
past. Starts at 1:30 p.m. at the Museum. Doors open at 1 p.m.  Hope to see 
you! (Courtesy photos)

MT. MORRIS — Loaves & Fish 
Food Pantry alongside Northern Illinois 
Food Bank is hosting a Mobile Food 
Pantry on Thursday, May 23 from 10-
11:30 a.m. The truck will be located 
at Mt. Morris Church of the Breth-
ren, 409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris. 
Food is distributed on a first-come, 
first-served basis, while supplies last. 
Food is free to neighbors in need; 
no ID, proof of address or income is 
required.  

The pantry will be open on Tuesday, 
MAY 28 from 2-4:30 p.m. (change from 
Monday because of Memorial Day). 

Anyone experiencing food insecuri-
ty is eligible to receive food. You do not 
need to have a referral, and no proof 

of income is required. Loaves & Fish 
Food Pantry is located on the lower 
level of the Mt. Morris Church of the 
Brethren, 409 W. Brayton Road, and is 
open on the first and third Thursdays 
from 3:30- 6 p.m. and second and 
fourth Mondays from 2-4:30 p.m. 

Mobile pantries will be held on 
the fourth Thursday of every month 
through October, and will be held at 
Church of the Brethren, 409 W. Bray-
ton Road, Mt. Morris for the remainder 
of the year. These are an “extra” food 
distribution – food that comes on the 
truck is distributed that day. 

If you have any questions, call or 
text 815-613-8776 and leave a message 
and we will return your call/message. 

Mobile Food Pantry is May 23

Prairie Preservation Annual 
Banquet and Program is May 19

OREGON — “The 
Firs t  Female  White 
Child Born in Oregon, 
Illinois: A Journey and 
Meditation on an Illi-
nois Boy’s Midwestern 
Roots.” 

Bob Diven, is a long-
time Las Cruces, New 
Mexico artist, actor, 
singer, composer, au-
thor and sculptor who 
returns to his childhood 
home this month of 
May. He will be the 
featured speaker at the 
Oregon Depot Muse-
um Saturday, May 25. 
Doors open at 9 a.m. 
and the presentation 
will be at 10 a.m. 

On Nov. 28, 1836, 
Bob Diven’s  four th 
g r e a t  g r a n d m o t h e r 
Martha Eliza Mix was 
born in a log cabin in 
the new settlement of 
Oregon City to a widow 
from New York and a 
mysterious divorced 
father from Vermont.

So begins the tale 
of how the threads of 
English, Dutch, Ulster 
I r ish ,  Scot t ish ,  and 

German  se t t l e r s  i n 
the New World were 
woven together in this 
small town on the Rock 
River. Based upon his 
book of the same name, 
Bob will recount his 
journeys of pilgrimage, 
discovery, and under-
standing of the deep 
American history that 
led him. 

For more informa-
tion about this program 
or  o the r  p rograms , 
please contact Roger 
Cain 815-757-9715, 
Chris Martin 815-742-
8471 or Otto Dick 815-
440-0639.

Oregon Depot Museum 
program is May 25

BYRON — Henry “Hank” R. Ebert 
III, 62, passed away on Tuesday, April 30, 
2024, at Swedish American Hospital in 
Rockford, IL.  He was born on 
December 23, 1961, in Wood-
stock, IL, the son of Henry R. 
Ebert & Barbara Allen.  Hank 
graduated Byron High School in 
1980 and began his life in the 
agricultural world.  He married 
the love of his life, Penny Snapp, 
at All Saints Lutheran Church of 
Byron, IL, on August 7, 1993. 

He owned and operated a dairy farm 
near Leaf River for much of his life 
before moving into Byron and working 
for Stillman Valley Transportation as a 
bus driver.  He loved the students that 
he would drive.  He was a very happy 
and social person which led him to being 
very active in his community. 

He merged his love of farming and 
community involvement by being active 
in many organizations.  He was President 
of the Byron FFA Alumni, he was on 
the Byron Township board, Dairy Herd 
Improvement Association board, JC’s 
member, and the Leaf River Grange.  
Hank’s first and fore most thought in life, 
however, was his family, and to Hank 

family extended to everyone.  His friends 
and neighbors alike were family to him.  

He is preceded in death by his father 
Henry, step-mother Eileen, 
mother Barbara, and sister 
Shelly Williams.  

He is survived and missed 
dearly by his loving wife 
Penny of Byron, IL; son Steve 
(Kate) Katra of Ogles Ville, IN; 
nephew Charles Williams of 
Rockton, IL; nephew Jon (Deb) 
Williams of Rockford, IL; and 

granddaughters Evie & Emily.  
A visitation will be held on Monday, 

May 6, 2024, between the hours of 
11:00am and 1:00pm at Farrell Holland 
Gale Funeral Home of Byron, IL.  Funeral 
services will be conducted by Pastor Brad 
Pittman beginning immediately follow-
ing the visitation at 1:00pm at Farrell 
Holland Gale Funeral Home of Byron.  
Hank will be laid to rest near his parents 
in Byron Township Cemetery of Byron, 
IL.  Memorial donations are established 
in his name and may be directed to his 
family.  

To leave an online condolence or plant 
a tree in his honor please visit www.
farrellhollandgale.com 

Henry ‘Hank’ R. Ebert III
Obituaries

Any arrests listed in this paper are 
merely charges and the defendants 
are presumed innocent unless 
proven guilty in a court of law.

Please note that all police reports 
received from the Oregon Police, 
Byron Police, Polo Police, Mt. Morris 
Police, the Ogle County Sheriff’s 

Report policy
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The Ogle County Life is a division of 

News Media Corporation.
"Congress shall make no law. . .

abridging the freedom of speech or of the press"

Published every Monday
Jeff Helfrich, Managing Editor

Planting, soybeans and HB 4600

LIFE letters' policy
Concise letters are most likely to be chosen for publication, but the use of any material is 

at the discretion of management. All letters must be signed or they will not be considered for 
publication.

During election times, no letters written by the candidates endorsing themselves will be 
considered for publication.

Editing may be necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will 
not be altered. Writers are urged to use discretion and refrain from sarcasm or personal at-
tacks. 

Criticism of individuals or organizations that is not broached tactfully will jeopardize the 
publication of a letter. Letters will be published in the order that they are received, unless 
there is a time factor involved, space permitting.

Dear editor,
Thank you to every-

one who made the third 
ART DASH for Serenity 
Hospice and Home 
a success. It was 
great to see the 
community come 
together, interact 
and support such 
a worthwhile or-
ganization. Serenity Hos-
pice provides care to pa-
tients and their families in 
nine counties in Northern 
Illinois as well as in our 
beautiful “home.”

Seventy-five artists, 
the business community, 
corporate and individual 
sponsors and volunteers 
contributed to this mem-
orable evening at the Riv-

er’s Edge Experience. The 
fun-filled evening includ-
ed “dashers” going home 
with an original piece of 

art while specta-
tors watched them 
dash. Everyone 
enjoyed culinary 
delights during the 
art preview and at 
intermission the 

guests were treated to des-
serts from local businesses 
and friends. We appreciate 
everything everyone did 
to make this fundraiser a 
success and look forward 
to next year on April 9, 
2025.

Karen Virnoche and 

James Brown
Event organizers, Oregon

Dear editor, 
Andrew Chesney hit 

the nail on the head 
concerning his article 
on Pritzker’s lu-
dicrous decisions 
that affect us all. 

The SAFE-T 
Act opened up a 
Pandora’s box, but 
Pritzker seems to 
be intent on releasing 
criminals back into the 
public. Whatever hap-

pened to law and order? 
Criminals are no longer 
held accountable for their 
actions. The prisoner re-

view board needs 
to be changed.

Hats off to Mr. 
Chesney for trying 
to being sanity 
back to govern-
ment office. 
Charles Deitzman

Mt. Morris

Dear editor,
I was born in Ore-

gon. But my father and 
I moved to California 
where I finished my last 
two years of high school. 
I  immedia te ly 
joined the Army 
and was stationed 
at  Fort  Lewis, 
Washington for 
nine months then 
was sent overseas.

When my enlistment 
was done I went back to 
Seattle. I started college 
studying music with 
a minor in languages. 
After three years I (ac-
cidentally) discovered 
the maritime industry 
and never looked back.

I studied hydraulics 
and pneumatics and 
soon was going out to 
the vessels and really 
started learning about the 
engines, transmissions, 
propellers and you name 
it. The naval architects 
and marine engineers 
were incredible. I must 
have driven them crazy 
answering questions. 
Those were the days 
when the vessels all were 
running on diesel fuel.

To bring us to modern 
times the industry is 
struggling to find suit-
able fuels and equipment 
to make our atmosphere 
“green”. I see things now 
that bother me as too 
many people are insisting 
all of this has to happen 
right now. They think we 
can turn off the fossil fu-
els and everything will be 
wonderful. Sorry folks, it 
isn’t going to happen. I 
can’t even begin to name 
all of the things that are 
made from fossil fuels. 
All of this will take time. 
Not only the auto industry 
but the maritime industry 
is diligently working to 
discover the best fuels 
to use.

The internat ional 
maritime organization 
(IMO) has set revised 
decarbonization targets 
to promote the imple-
mentation of zero and 
near-zero greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emission fu-
els, and energy sources, 
reduce carbon intensity, 

and reach net-zero GHG 
emissions by 2050. To 
meet these ambitious 
targets, the maritime 
industry has turned to 
alternative fuels, such as 

ammonia, metha-
nol, hydrogen and 
battery electrifica-
tion, as one such 
decarbonization 
solution.

Classification 
societies are working to 
develop a set of fuel rules 
as not one type of fuel 
will work with all vessels. 
There are already electric 
tugs working in harbors 
in our country. A com-
pany in Seattle, Elliott 
Bay Design Group, has 
designed the world’s first 
methanol-fueled tugboat 
named Hydrogen One.

EBDG engineers have 
engaged with the Unit-
ed States Coast Guard 
to develop regulations 
relevant to this technol-
ogy and have provided 
feedback and findings to 
class societies interested 
in refining alternative 
fuel rules.

Even solar, wind and 
batteries, which are con-
sidered the greenest of 
current technologies, 
have considerable en-
vironmental challenges 
relating to production 
and end-of-life recy-
cling. It’s estimated that 
43 million tons of blades 
will be decommissioned 
in the next 20 years. The 
blades range from 100 to 
300 feet in length and 
have no residual value 
and are notoriously dif-
ficult to recycle. Solar 
cells and battery tech-
nology have the similar 
recycling and disposal 
problems.

As you can see, we 
have more than one 
problem. We need to stop 
protesting and trying to 
hurry things. We need 
“infrastructure” and let 
these companies around 
the world come up with 
the solutions to make 
things “green.” I believe 
it will happen.

Chuck Kearns
Dixon

PLANTING season continues at a robust pace 
as farmers across the area try to hit those 
optimum planting dates. As for me I failed 

in that regard this year.
Per the old timers, taters are to be planted on 

Good Friday. Since my garden was a quag-
mire on Good Friday, I waited 10 days and 
didn’t get my tubers in the ground until April 
10. I have heard stories of those generations 
prior to mine actually planting their taters in 
the rain in order to make the Good Friday 
deadline.

Let’s just say they were more dedicated 
than me; yeah, I think that’s a nice way to put 
it! ADM recently shared information about 
their new “re:source” deforestation-free soybean 
program. The re:source program allows farmers to 
certify their crops’ deforestation-free status under 
European Union (EU) guidelines in order to obtain a 
premium (up to 20 cents per bushel) at the elevator.

The EU has adopted a new Deforestation Reg-
ulation meant to “guarantee that the products EU 
citizens consume do not contribute to deforestation 
or forest degradation worldwide.” The new regula-
tion requires that all soybeans and soybean products 
imported to the EU be sourced from land that hasn’t 
been recently deforested.

All soybean varieties approved for export are eli-
gible. Soybeans must be traceable to the plot of land 
or field with identifiable geographic/GPS coordinates 
and field boundaries. Delivery must take place to 
dedicated facilities.

ADM dedicated facilities:
Illinois locations that will ONLY be taking 

re:source certified soybeans: Creve Coeur, Curran, 
Farina, Gulfport, Havana, Hennepin, Hume, Men-
dota, Mound City, Mt. Auburn, Niantic, Ottawa, 
Ottawa South, Sauget, Spring Valley, Taylorville, 
and Tuscola. 

IL locations that will be taking both re:source 
certified AND “regular” soybeans: Quincy & Deca-
tur.

Producers interested in the program must com-
plete enrollment via the FBN app/website by

June 1. Field boundaries must be submitted to 
FBN by July 15. You may then

harvest and deliver your soybeans to any of the 
aforementioned ADM facilities.

Compensation to producers who qualify will be 

15 cents per bushel paid at time of grain settlement; 
with an additional five cents if you are enrolled by 
May 1 and your field boundary data has been sub-
mitted by June 1.

Information on eligibility, locations (including 
surrounding states), the enrollment process, 
program requirements, and important dates. 
More info can be found on their website 
and FAQ page: https://admadvantage.com/
adm-resource/ and https://admadvantage.
com/adm-resource-questions/

HB 4600
The Illinois General Assembly recently 

heard testimony on HB 4600, the biparti-
san-sponsored Family Farm Preservation Act.

If HB 4600 is passed, they would reform the 
current state tax for farm estates only, by changing 
the tax exclusion to a true exemption, and raising it 
from $4 million to $6 million. Only dollars over $6 
million will be taxed under the exemption.

In addition, the measures tie the new $6 million 
exemption level to inflation and will be adjusted 
each year according to the increase in the Consumer 
Price Index.

The measures would also allow portability be-
tween spouses at the state level, a benefit allowed 
under the federal estate tax; meaning a surviving 
spouse can use the unused estate tax exemption of 
a deceased spouse plus their own exemption when 
they die.

The measures are limited to agriculture, by 
coupling the changes to only those estates that are 
eligible for agricultural special use valuation under 
federal Internal Revenue Service rules.

The farm must make up at least 50% of the gross 
estate, with 25% of the estate value being the farm-
land. Additionally, the farm must be farmed by the 
deceased or family member for five of the previous 
eight years prior to the deceased’s death, and the sur-
viving family must continue farming for 10 years.

The legislation is expected to be discussed during 
state budget negotiations prior to the May 31 ad-
journment of the General Assembly.

“Today’s world is filled with smart phones and 
stupid people.” -Anonymous

Ron Kern is the manager of the Ogle County 
Farm Bureau.

Ron Kern

Art Dash thank you

Hats off to Chesney

‘Inferstrukchur’

IT’S springtime in North-
west Illinois, and with 
just four weeks left on 

the legislative calendar, bills 
are moving fast at the 
State Capitol. My pri-
orities this spring are to 
lower the tax burden on 
Illinois families, de-
liver results for people 
enduring lengthy delays 
receiving their profes-
sional licenses from 
the state, and advocat-
ing for more personal 
freedom.

One issue we need to resolve 
is the burdensome Estate Tax, 
frequently referred to as the 
“death tax.” This tax dispropor-
tionately hurts family farmers 
who pass their legacy on from 
one generation to the next, and 
also family-owned small busi-
nesses and manufacturers in 
Illinois. I have filed legislation 
to reduce the Estate Tax and 
prevent any double taxation of 
inherited farms and small busi-
nesses. Ultimately, we need to 
eliminate this tax altogether.

Not only do we need to 
lower taxes, but we also need 
to ensure they are used for their 
intended purpose. On April 19, 
the House of Representatives 
unanimously passed legislation 
I introduced, the Illinois Forest-
ry Fix (House Bill 1855), to en-
sure the state’s four-percent tax 
on timber goes toward its in-
tended purpose, to support the 
cost-share program for forest 
development that timber grow-
ers here in northwest Illinois 
and across the state rely upon. 

To be eligible to receive cost-
share payments, a landowner 
must operate at least 10 con-
tiguous acres (at least 100 feet 

wide) on which timber 
is produced, have timber 
production as the primary 
goal of their land, and 
have a forest management 
plan approved by the 
state. Eligible landown-
ers are reimbursed for a 
portion of their costs, up 
to 75 percent, for apply-
ing forest improvement 
practices. Together we 

are taking action to protect our 
vital natural resources.

Enjoying the outdoors is 
another cherished aspect of 
our lives. Many families own a 
Utility Terrain Vehicle (UTV), 
or a recreational off-highway 
vehicle, yet state law restricts 
where they can travel. To fix 
this, I have filed the Freedom 
to Ride Act (House Bill 5436), 
which would allow UTVs to 
drive on all roadways. We 
should all be able to enjoy 
outdoor time with family and 
friends, moving about freely on 
the roads maintained by our tax 
dollars.  

My remaining top priority 
this spring is to help the thou-
sands of Illinois residents ac-
quire their professional licenses 
from the state in a timely man-
ner. Too many of our neighbors 
have lost income and employ-
ment opportunities due to 
lengthy and frankly inexcusable 
delays in receiving their licens-
es due to the antiquated process 
at the Illinois Department of 

Financial and Professional Reg-
ulation (IDFPR).

Significant delays, break-
downs in communication, 
lost applications, and overall 
dysfunction have resulted in 
mounting frustration with the 
IDFPR. We have written letters, 
reached out to the director, and 
shared numerous first-hand 
stories we’ve heard from con-
stituents who have experienced 
undue hardship and simply 
want the ability to work in this 
state. IDFPR has yet to come to 
terms with its own mismanage-
ment and implement solutions.

Last month, I was proud to 
stand with my colleagues to 
introduce a package of bills 
aimed at fixing this problem. 
The package includes the Li-
cense Convenience Act (House 
Bill 4855), which would re-
quire the state to accept elec-
tronic payments for licenses 
and fees. We have also filed 
bills to lower licensure costs, 
implement reciprocity agree-
ments to recognize out-of-state 
licenses, expedited licensure 
for health care professionals, 
streamline requirements for 
cosmetologists and barbers, and 
much more.

Four weeks to go on the 
session calendar and plenty of 
work to get done. Stay tuned 
for updates. Please feel wel-
come to call my office at 815-
291-8989 or share feedback 
online at repmccombie.com.

Tony McCombie is the state 
representative for district 89 
and House Republican Leader. 

Clock is ticking on spring session calendar

Tony 
McCombie
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AS your Senator of 
the 45th District, I 
am privileged to be 

the legislative voice of about 
220,000 citizens in Northwest 
Illinois. I gauge opinions and 
priorities by reaching out to the 
public through mailed 
surveys, town hall meet-
ings, telephone town hall 
events, conversations at 
coffee shops and other 
places where people 
gather, or by simply 
stopping by your door 
for a quick chat.

The results of these 
efforts are three-fold. 
First, they ensure my 
constituency is appropriately 
represented in Springfield. Sec-
ondly, people’s responses offer 
opportunities for further conver-
sation when there are differences 
in opinion. Third, the collection 
of priorities helps to create the 
legislative agenda that drives my 
activity and issue advocacy at 
the State Capitol.

Here is what I know about the 
VALUES of Northwest Illinois: 

In Northwest Illinois, we 
support Agriculture, its impor-
tance as Illinois’ #1 industry, 
and its vital role in job creation 
and as an economic driver in 
our region. In the Senate, I 
support and sponsor legislation 
that helps farmers and farming 
families, like SB 140, which 
would eliminate the estate tax. I 
also fight against legislation that 
places restrictions and unfunded 
mandates on the farming com-
munity, such as SB 771, which 
would grant the State sweeping 
authority over private land.

We fiercely defend our police. 
Our respect and admiration for 
the men and women in blue run 
deep, and we believe in the need 
to keep our communities safe. 

We back the blue at every turn. 
My Chief Co-Sponsorship of 
the “Fund the Police Act” (SB 
1858) would allocate funds to 
assist with hiring, rehiring, and 
retention of officers, funding for 
mandates handed down from 

Springfield, and training, 
mental health care, and 
more.

Similarly, we believe 
that illegal actions should 
have consequences, that 
prison sentences should 
suit the severity of crimes, 
and that victims’ rights 
should always outweigh 
the rights of the convict-
ed. This core belief drove 

my opposition to the SAFE-T 
Act, its attacks on our criminal 
justice system, its prioritization 
of criminals over victims, and 
its disregard for those responsi-
ble for apprehending suspected 
criminals.

Northwest Illinoisans believe 
that law-abiding gun owners 
deserve the full support and 
protections guaranteed by the 
Second Amendment and that the 
government should stop infring-
ing upon those rights. That’s 
why I am a Chief Co-Sponsor 
of SB 1694, which would repeal 
the FOID. We also believe, 
however, that criminals, those 
who want to cause harm, and 
the mentally unstable should not 
have access to firearms.

We believe in putting citi-
zens first, ahead of migrants and 
illegal immigrants. We believe 
the role of government is, first 
and foremost, to ensure the 
vulnerable among us, including 
the developmentally and intel-
lectually disabled, seniors, and 
veterans, are well cared for and 
that the best healthcare available 
in Illinois should go to Illinois 
citizens and not to those cross-

ing into the United States via the 
southern border. I filed SB 3596 
to repeal the law that provides 
free healthcare for migrants/
illegal immigrants and to repeal 
the TRUST Act of 2017, which 
prohibits law enforcement from 
working with federal immigra-
tion officials on immigration 
issues.

In Northwest Illinois, we 
support and value our veterans. 
We respect their service and 
recognize the need to assist 
when they return from duty. My 
Chief Co-Sponsorship of SB 
1377 would assist with enhanced 
access to mental health care.

We believe every life is 
precious. That’s why I am 
co-sponsoring SB 1914, which 
would require all physicians 
who perform abortions to offer 
patients seeking the procedure 
after eight weeks of gestation 
the opportunity to receive an 
ultrasound. I have opposed all 
measures that allow or expand 
taxpayer funding and access to 
abortion services.

Lastly, we firmly believe 
America is the greatest country 
on Earth. We stand for our flag 
and the National Anthem and 
respect the sacrifices made for 
the freedoms we enjoy.

This is not an exhaustive list, 
but it does represent the core 
conservative values and opinions 
that are registered with my office 
on a regular basis. I will con-
tinue to seek my constituents’ 
views and priorities, always do 
my best to bring the Northwest 
Illinois voice to the Illinois State 
Senate, and frequently remind 
the Democrat Majority of our 
Northwest Illinois Values!

Andrew Chesney (R-Freeport) 
is the Illinois state senator for 
the 45th District. 
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Andrew 
Chesney

I was like a lot of people who was aware of 
Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy but never re-
ally thought much about it until about three 

years ago when my son, Mason, was diagnosed 
with the disease.

Duchenne is a genetic disorder 
characterized by the progressive loss of 
muscle. It is a multi-systemic condition, 
affecting many parts of the body, which 
results in deterioration of the skeletal, 
heart, and lung muscles. Duchenne is 
caused by a change in the dystrophin 
gene. Without dystrophin, muscles are 
not able to function or repair them-
selves properly. 

Because the dystrophin gene is found 
on the X-chromosome, it primarily af-
fects males, while females are typically carriers. 

We found out my wife is a carrier, which is why 
Mason was diagnosed with Duchenne Muscular 
Dystrophy and why my youngest son, Dawson, 
was also diagnosed with Duchenne Muscular 
Dystrophy.

Knowing that both of our sons have what is es-
sentially a death sentence was and is devastating.

Every case is different. The average life expec-
tancy for Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy is 20 to 
30 years. Our kids are very young, so we remain 
hopeful that with the right research and medical 
advancements, they will beat the odds.

Gene therapy seems to be helping to mitigate 
the effects of the disease in our children, but it is 
far from a cure. More research is needed and to 
make that happen, we need to create more aware-
ness about the disease in the public.

To that end, I joined other parents like me in 
conjunction with Parent Project Muscular Dys-

trophy (PPMD), a nonprofit organization leading 
the fight to end Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy, 
for an advocacy day in Springfield. Parent Project 
Muscular Dystrophy has initiated a pilot project to 

focus on state-specific advocacy efforts 
and Illinois has been selected as the 
inaugural state for this initiative.

The Advocacy Day in Illinois fo-
cused on highlighting key legislative 
measures, including:

House Resolution 636, which des-
ignates Sept. 7, 2024, as Duchenne 
Muscular Dystrophy Awareness Day in 
Illinois.

Senate Bill 3277, which seeks to 
implement newborn screening for 
Duchenne in Illinois.

SB 3277, which aims to develop mandatory 
protocols and best practices for providing medical 
guidance for Duchenne. 

I urge lawmakers to enact these common-sense 
bills and help Illinois become a leader in the fight 
for a cure for Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy. It is 
not easy to tell our story, but it is an important one 
to tell. My family is not the first one to deal with 
this terrible disease and we certainly won’t be the 
last.

We love our children and we are committed to 
doing everything we can to ensure other families 
do not have to go through this. We are trying to 
change history and with the help of the Illinois 
Legislature we can and will get closer to the cure 
families like mine are fighting for every single 
day.

Daniel Flessner lives in Roberts with his wife, 
Lindsey, and their sons, Mason and Dawson.

Illinois can lead the way in the fight for a 
cure to Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy

Daniel Flessner

* On May 20, 1506, the Italian explorer Christo-
pher Columbus died in Valladolid, Spain. The first 
European to explore the Americas since 10th-century 
Vikings set up colonies in Greenland and Newfound-
land, he traveled the West Indies, South America 
and Central America, but died feeling he had been 
mistreated by his patron, King Ferdinand of Spain.

* On May 21, 2000, the bones of President James 
Garfield’s spinal column, showing where one of two 
assassin’s bullets had passed through it in 1881, were 
displayed for a final day at the National Museum 
of Health and Medicine in Washington, D.C., in an 
exhibit featuring medical oddities from the muse-
um’s archives. 

* On May 22, 1856, South Carolina Representative 
Preston Brooks, wielding a cane he used after suf-
fering injuries in a duel fueled by a political debate 
years before, savagely beat Massachusetts Senator 
Charles Sumber during a meeting of Congress when 
tensions escalated over the expansion of slavery.

* On May 23, 1900, Army sergeant William Har-
vey Carney became the first Black American service-
man to receive the Medal of Honor, for heroically 
protecting the American flag during the Civil War.

* On May 24, 1797, Thomas Jefferson wrote to his 
friend Angelica Church with a casual inquiry about 
their mutual friend, Maria Cosway, a woman who’d 
once captured his heart and inspired a romantically 
themed essay. Her marriage, his desire to maintain 
integrity and their physical distance had helped cool 
his hopeless passion for her some years before.

* On May 25, 1977, China’s communist govern-
ment lifted its decade-old ban on the writings of 
William Shakespeare, providing additional evidence 
that the Cultural Revolution initiated by Mao Zedong 
in 1966 had ended. Officials also announced that a 
Chinese-language edition of the Bard’s works would 
soon be available.

* On May 26, 1962, clarinetist Bernard Stanley 
“Acker” Bilk’s instrumental single “Stranger On 
the Shore” provided an initial, but false, hint of the 
British Invasion to come when it went to No. 1 on 
the Billboard Hot 100. Despite its popularity, it was 
Bilk’s only significant hit.

* On May 27, 1831, trapper-explorer Jedediah 
Smith, who established the South Pass across the 
Rocky Mountains in modern western Wyoming as 
a well-known and heavily traveled route for fur 
trappers, was riding alone when he was attacked 
and killed by a hunting party of Comanche Native 
Americans on the Santa Fe Trail. 

* On May 28, 1983, Irene Cara’s song “Flashdance 
(What a Feeling),” from the “Flashdance” movie 
soundtrack, reached the top of the U.S. pop charts 
and helped push the film to the No. 3 spot on that 
year’s total box-office revenue list. It also proved 
to be the biggest hit of Cara’s career.

* On May 29, 2014, LGBT advocate and Em-
my-winning actor Laverne Cox of the Netflix orig-
inal series “Orange Is the New Black” became the 
first transgender person to appear on the cover of 
TIME magazine. 

* On May 30, 1899, amateur bandit Pearl Hart and 
her drifter boyfriend, Joe Boot, held up an Arizona 
stagecoach, making away with over $400 in cash. 
Although discovered and sentenced to prison, nei-
ther served their full term, and Hart was pardoned 
by the governor in 1902, living out the rest of her 
life in relative obscurity.

* On May 31, 1970, an earthquake measuring 7.9 
on the Richter scale off the coast of Casma, Peru, 
in the Pacific Ocean caused an avalanche traveling 
at over 100 miles per hour that buried the towns of 
Yungay and Ranrahirca, killing an estimated 50,000 
people and making it the worst natural disaster ever 
recorded in the country’s history.

* On June 1, 1958, following a long political cri-
sis over the Algerian War, former French president 
Charles de Gaulle was called out of retirement to 
head a new emergency government as prime min-
ister for a six-month term in an effort to keep the 
country together.

* On June 2, 1920, Eugene O’Neill won his first 
of four Pulitzer Prizes, for his play “Beyond the 
Horizon,” which was also his first full-length work 
to be staged. Though he was initially not happy over 
the news, his attitude improved upon learning the 
award came with a $1,000 prize and did not involve 
a ceremony.

(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
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May 20
For our program on Monday, May 20, Country 

Crossroads Quilt Guild will present Linda Halpin 
from Reedsburg, Wisconsin. Linda will be present-
ing a trunk show of quilts featuring her diminutive 
1x1-pieced squares and triangles. This style of quilt 
all started with Linda’s fascination with using tiny 
scraps that were cutaways during construction of 
quilts. Making new creative ways of using these 
scraps became a trademark of her quilts. Linda 
will have copies of her books for sale as well as 
some retired quilts available for purchase; cash or 
check only. We look forward to viewing her quilts 
and learning more about this use of scraps we all 
generate! The program will be followed by refresh-
ments, a business meeting, and Show ‘n Tell. Guild 
meetings are held at the Forreston Grove Church, 
7246 Freeport Road; Forreston, on the third Monday 
of each month (except December) at 7 p.m., with 
ample time to meet and greet members before the 
meeting. Visitors are welcome; for Visitors there is 
a fee of $5 at the door. Membership dues are $20. 
For more information call Program Committee 
Chairs Shelly Holverson 815-297-2381 or Karen 
Bolen 815-233-9836, or Guild President Chyree 

Rohde-Lincoln 815-275-2759.
May 20

The Ogle County Historical Society in Oregon 
will have our monthly meeting, Monday, May 20 
at 6:30 p.m. instead of our usual fourth Monday 
meeting due to Memorial day. The meeting will 
be held in the carriage house annex building on 
Franklin Street which is behind (east of) the Nash 
House Museum at 111 N. Sixth St. We are seeking 
new members and we have many opportunities for 
volunteering in 2024. We would love to have you 
join us. 
May 27

The United Church of Byron will be having a 
Pancake Breakfast on Memorial Day, May 27 from 
8:30-10 a.m. in the fellowship hall. The church is 
located at 701 W. 2nd St. and is handicapped acces-
sible. Pancakes, scrambled eggs and sausage links, 
along with juice, coffee and milk will be served. 
Suggested price is $10 per adult; $5 for children 
ages 4-12. Carry out will also be available. Tickets 
may be purchased ahead of time at the church office, 
thru a link on our website or Facebook page and will 
also be available at the door that morning. For more 
information contact the church at 815-234-8777.

May 30
The Ogle/DeKalb County ROSC Council presents 

a Parents Day Event “Hidden in Plain Sight” in 
partnership with LSSI Project LEAD, HOPE of Ogle 
County and Chrystal Clinic on May 30 from 1-4 p.m. 
at Rochelle Recovery Center, 242 May Mart Drive, 
Rochelle, IL 61068.  Hidden in Plain Sight aims to give 
adults the resources they need to be aware if a youth is 
struggling with substance abuse disorder. This is a free 
event for adults and open to the public. 
May 31

The Leaf River Lions are putting this all together for 
your evening of fun! Join us, Friday night, May 31 and 
experience it for you self. Serving of all-beef hot dogs, 
brats and grilled hamburgers begins at 5 p.m. so you can 
come and take care of that big appetite you have. Then at 
6:30 p.m. the Grass Attack band will begin playing many 
of your favorites, and yes you can sing along! There 
may even be some special acknowledgements during 
a band break. Then, when it becomes dark enough the 
fireworks will begin. Unfortunately, the fireworks will 
not last long because of budget shortages, so when 
the bucket goes past you, your donation is greatly 
appreciated. Do not forget, Friday, May 31, and help 
the weekend get off to a great start. See you there!

BYRON — On April 10, Brooke M. Robinson, 
32, of Dixon was issued citations for operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle, operating a vehicle with 
expired registration, and operation of a vehicle with 
suspended registration. 

On April 12, Alyssa A. Nelson, 22, of Byron 
was issued a citation for passing a school bus-un-
loading/loading. 

On April 13, Katelyn N. Wingren, 24, of Bel-
videre was issued citations for speeding and no 
proof of valid insurance. 

On April 17, Patrick J. Ohst, 43, of Rockford 
was issued a citation for operating a vehicle with 
expired registration. 

On April 17, Adam K. Derya, 29, of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin was issued citations for operating a 
vehicle with suspended registration, operating a 
vehicle while license is suspended, operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle and speeding-over statuto-
ry limit. Derya was released on a notice to appear. 

On April 18, Scott C. Crain, 40, of Byron was 
arrested on charges from Rockford PD. 

On April 19, Nathaniel J. Arndt, 21, of Stillman 
Valley was issued a citation for disregarding an 
official traffic device.

On April 19, Suzanne M. Mayborne, 71, of 
Winnebago was issued a citation for speeding. 

On April 19, Andrea J. Hernandez, 43, of Dixon 
was issued a citation for expired registration. 

On April 19, Victor M. Rodriguez Cervantes, 
40, of Byron was issued citations for operating a 
motor vehicle with no valid driver’s license and 
operating a vehicle with a suspended registration. 
Cervantes was released with a notice to appear. 

On April 20, Andrew D. Klingele, 34, of By-
ron was issued citations for driving while license 
suspended, operating a vehicle with no insurance, 
and operating a vehicle with expired registration. 
Klingele was released with a notice to appear. 

On April 21, Mamady Soumah of Rock Island 
was issued citations for driving while license 
suspended, operating a vehicle with no insurance, 
and operating a vehicle with expired registration. 

Soumah was released with a notice to appear. 
On April 24, Dawn L. Campbell, 52, of Byron 

was issued a citation for operating a vehicle with 
expired registration.

On April 25, Margo L. Gardner, 63, of Chana 
was issued a citation for failure to yield - vehicle 
entering highway from private drive. 

On April 25, Jared A.A. Babler, 27, of Mt. Morris 
was issued citations for driving under the influence 
1, driving under the influence 2 and improper lane 
use. Babler released and given a notice to appear.

On April 25, Holly B. Woods, 58, of Rockford 
was issued a citation for driving under the influ-
ence. Woods was released with a notice to appear. 

On April 26, Kwari A. Casey, 18, of Rockford 
was issued a citation for disobeying a no passing 
zone. 

On April 27, Robert E. Jost, 69, of Vernon Hills 
was issued a citation for speeding. 

On April 27, Bryce D. Allen, 19, of Byron was 
issued a citation for disobeying a traffic control 
device. 

On April 30, Cara A. Benson, 29, of Byron was 
issued a citation for speeding. 

On May 4, Daniel Boemeke, 45, of Rockford 
was issued a citation for driving while license 
suspended/revoked. Boemeke was released with a 
notice to appear.

On May 4, Nicole R. Degraf, 39, of Mt. Morris 
was issued a citation for operating a vehicle with 
expired registration.

On May 4, Kyle A. Strite, 20, of Oregon was 
issued a citation for speeding. 

On May 5, Catlin M. Paluzzi, 25, of Byron was 
issued a citation for operating a vehicle with no 
insurance. 

On May 5, Mary R. Bulfer, 38, of Byron was ar-
rested on a warrant for failure to appear. Bulfer was 
taken to Ogle County Jail and held in lieu of bond. 

Any arrests listed below are merely accusations 
and the defendant is presumed innocent unless 
proven guilty in a court of law.

BYRON POLICE DEPARTMENT

Woman given several citations
POLO — On May 2 

at 4:17 p.m. Christopher 
C. Portner, 36, Polo, 
was arrested for driving 
under the influence of 
alcohol, driving with a 
revoked driver’s license 
and disobeying a stop 
sign. Portner was taken to 
the Ogle County Jail and 
released with a notice to 
appear.

 On May 2 at 7:45 
p.m.  Brandon Ivey, 36, 
Polo, was issued a city 
ordinance citation for a 
dog off the leash.  

General calls for ser-
vice for the weeks of 
April 15-28: Citizen 
complaints/assists: 4. 
Juvenile: 2. Disturbance/
domestic: 1. Fire/medical 
assist: 1. Traffic stops: 13.

OREGON — The 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Office announced it is-
sued 20 citations 
for hands-free 
law violations 
during April’s 
Distracted Driv-
ing Awareness 
Month enforce-
ment campaign. 
In total deputies issued 
258 citations during the 
month that also included 
18 citations for suspended 
or revoked drivers and 11 
arrests for driving under 
the influence.

“Driver distraction is 
a persistent issue in Ogle 
County that often has 
life-altering consequenc-
es,” Sheriff Brian Van-
Vickle said. “Issuing a 

citation is a proven way to 
get motorists to pay atten-
tion or pay the price. Dis-

tracted Driving 
Awareness Month 
may be over, but 
we will continue 
our efforts to stop 
motorists from 
engaging in this 
deadly behavior.”

The Ogle County Sher-
iff’s Office joined forces 
with the Illinois State 
Police, local law enforce-
ment and highway safety 
partners for this enforce-
ment effort.

The Illinois distracted 
driving campaign was 
funded with federal traffic 
safety funds administered 
by the Illinois Department 
of Transportation.

POLO POLICE DEPARTMENT

Man arrested for DUI

Sheriff’s Office announces 
distracted driving 
enforcement results
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DIRECTORY OF AREA  
HUMAN SERVICES

Alcohol Abuse Counseling & Recovery
A.A. Hotline  800-452-7990
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle  562-3801

Domestic Abuse Agency and  
24-Hour Shelter and Helpline
HOPE of Ogle County 562-8890 or 732-7796
Counseling Services, Court Advocacy, Latina Advocacy, and 
Shelter programs

Education
University of Illinois Extension-Ogle County
421 W Pines Rd, Oregon 61061 732-2191

Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority
200 W Washington, Oregon 732-1301

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County
P.O. Box 628
Oregon, IL 61061 732-6855  
 

Mental Health
Family Counseling Services 962-5585
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc. 
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle 562-3801
The Serenity Shed Grief Services 732-2499

Senior Citizens Services
Hub City Senior Center 562-5050
Mt Morris Senior Center 734-6335
Polo Senior Center 946-3818
Rock River Center 732-3252
Oregon, IL 800-541-5479

Sexual Assault/Abuse
Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling
24-hour hotline 636-9811
412 W Washington, Oregon 732-0000

Therapeutic 
Pegasus Special Riders 973-3177

Veterans’ Services
Rock River Center 732-3252
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499
Medical Transportation 677-6515

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon 562-6976
510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle 562-6976
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499

OREGON — On May 1 at approximate-
ly 5:44 a.m. deputies conducted a traffic stop 
near the intersection of Washington Street 
and Jones Terrace in Oregon. After inves-
tigation, deputies placed Jared Mathias, 25, 
of Baileyville under arrest for driving while 
license revoked. Mathias was additionally 
issued citations for operating an uninsured 
vehicle, operation of a vehicle when the 
registration is suspended, and no rear splash 
guards.  Mathias was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail, where he released on a notice 
to appear and given future court date.

On May 1 at approximately 8:51 a.m. 
deputies conducted a traffic stop at Ridge 
and Pines Road.  After an investigation, 
deputies arrested the front passenger, Austin 
Bettner, 23, of Mt. Morris, for an outstanding 
warrant out of Carroll County for failure 
to appear. The driver, Anthony Wolfe, 21, 
was cited for no insurance. Bettner was 
transported to Carroll County, where Carroll 
County took custody of Bettner.  

On May 2 at approximately 10:29 a.m. 
deputies conducted a traffic stop in the 
2,600 block of South Illinois Route 2. After 
investigation, deputies placed John Roberts, 
46, of Sterling under arrest for driving while 
license suspended.  Roberts was additionally 
issued citations for operating an uninsured 
vehicle and operating a vehicle with a sus-
pended registration. Roberts was released 
on a notice to appear at the scene and given 
a future court date.

On May 2 at approximately 2:35 p.m. 
deputies, with the assistance of Illinois State 
Police, Lynn-Scott-Rock, Stillman Valley 
and New Milford Fire Departments, re-
sponded to the intersection of Illinois Route 
251 and Rolling Meadows Drive in rural 
Davis Junction for a three-vehicle crash. 
Upon investigation, it was discovered that a 
2010 silver Volkswagen Tiguan, operated by 
Sebastian Polanco-Castaneda, 27, was trav-
eling southbound, followed by a 2019 Jeep 
Cherokee, operated by Kimberly Cicala, 41.  
As the Volkswagen was slowing down to 
turn onto Rolling Meadows Drive, Cicala 
was distracted by objects inside the Jeep and 
unaware that the Volkswagen had slowed 
down. Cicala, without having enough time 
to stop, swerved into the northbound lane 
and, in doing so, collided with the rear of 
the Volkswagen and side-swiping the entire 
driver’s side of a 2022 Mitsubishi Outlander, 
operated by Bethany Anderson, 28, traveling 
northbound. Cicala and Anderson were 
transported to Swedish American Hospital 
for treatment of non-life-threatening inju-
ries. Polanco-Castaneda was placed under 
arrest and transported to the Ogle County Jail 
for processing, where he was issued a citation 
for no valid license and released on a notice 
to appear with a future court appearance.  
This investigation is still ongoing. 

On May 2 at approximately 2:19 p.m. 
deputies initiated a traffic stop at the inter-
section of North Illinois Route 2 and East 
Illinois Route 72 for a traffic offense and 
originating driving complaint. Upon fur-
ther investigation deputies arrested Daniel 
Walters, 54, of Rockford, for possession of 
controlled substance - crack/cocaine, posses-
sion of methamphetamine, and possession 
of drug paraphernalia. Walters was cited 
additionally for multiple traffic citations. 
Walters was also taken into custody for a 
Winnebago County Warrant for aggravated 
fleeing to elude. Walters was transported to 
the Ogle County Jail where he was given a 
notice to appear for his Ogle County charges, 
and held in lieu of bond for his Winnebago 
County warrant.

On May 3 at approximately 7:49 a.m. 
deputies conducted a traffic stop within 
the 110-mile marker of Interstate 39 north-

bound. After an investigation, deputies 
placed Malayiah R. Stewart, 20, of Rock-
ford, under arrest for driving while license 
suspended. Stewart was released from the 
scene with a notice to appear in court.

On May 3 at approximately 7:36 p.m. 
deputies initiated a traffic stop near the 
intersection of Illinois Route 64 and Days-
ville Road. After further investigation, 
Juan Gutierrez-Ordaz, 42, of Rockford, 
was placed under arrest for driving while 
license suspended. Gutierrez-Ordaz was 
also cited for operating an uninsured motor 
vehicle, suspended registration, and expired 
registration. Gutierrez-Ordaz was released 
on a notice to appear.

On May 3 at 9:41 p.m. deputies checked 
a vehicle in the area of East Illinois Route 38 
and Thorpe Road that was parked at a rest 
area. After a brief investigate Joshua Seaton, 
29, of Rochelle, was placed under arrest for 
aggravated driving under the influence of 
alcohol and driving while license suspended. 
Seaton was released with a notice to appear 
court date.

On May 3 at approximately 5:27 p.m. 
deputies, with assistance from the Polo Fire 
and EMS, responded to the intersection of 
US 52 and Freeport Road for a reported 
two-vehicle crash with no injuries. Upon in-
vestigation, it was determined that the driver 
of a yellow pickup truck, Benjamin Horn, 
25, of Brooklyn, Wisconsin, was traveling 
northbound and made a complete stop at 
US 52 & Freeport Road before proceeding 
through the intersection. At that time, a ve-
hicle traveling westbound on US 52 driven 
by Samuel Decrane, 27, of Dixon, struck 
the vehicle in the intersection, causing both 
vehicles to leave the roadway, coming to a 
rest in the ditch. Horn was issued a citation 
for failure to yield.

On May 4 at 9:34 p.m. deputies were 
dispatched to the 300 block of Errett Road 
in Hillcrest for a report of a domestic distur-
bance. After a brief investigation, deputies 
arrested Noe G. Rosas, 32, of Hillcrest, for 
domestic battery. Rosas was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail where he was held 
pending a court appearance before a judge.

On May 4 at 6:15 p.m. deputies conducted 
a traffic stop at South 4th Street and Webster 
Street in Oregon. As a result, Michael A On-
ley-Carr, 30, of Winnebago, was arrested for 
driving while license suspended. Onley-Carr 
was additionally issued a citation for operating 
a motor vehicle with registration suspended. 
Onley-Carr was released on a notice to appear 
with a future court date.

On May 4 at approximately 8:51 p.m. 
deputies performed a traffic stop in the 16,000 
block of East Ritchie Road. Through the 
course of the investigation, it was determined 
that the driver, Eduardo Valerio-Ibarra, 45, of 
Rockford, was driving under the influence 
of alcohol. Valerio-Ibarra was arrested for 
driving under the influence. Valerio-Ibarra 
was also issued a citation for no tail lights. 
Valerio-Ibarra was released with a notice to 
appear.

On May 6 at approximately 10:15 a.m. 
deputies arrested Luis Sian Arroyo, 23, 
of Cliffside Park, New Jersey at the Ogle 
County Courthouse. He was arrested on 
an outstanding warrant for speeding. There 
was no bond on the warrant. Sian Arroyo 
appeared in court, was released, and will 
appear in court again on June 12 at 9 a.m.

On May 6 at approximately 3:39 p.m. 
deputies conducted a traffic stop at Illinois 
Route 52 and Stewart Road.  After an investi-
gation, deputies cited Michael Hoffman, 38, 
of Lanark for driving without a valid license.  
Hoffman was given a notice to appear for 
his citation and given a future court date. 
Hoffman was released from the scene.  

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

Man arrested for driving 
while license revoked

OREGON — Over the past several 
weeks the Ogle County Solid Waste 
Management Department (OCSWMD) 
has received and responded to multiple 
of complaints referencing waste piles and 
burn piles in the rural areas of Ogle County.

Common examples of items found on 
these piles include mattresses, box springs, 
furniture, cabinetry, flooring materials, 
general construction and demolition debris, 
and general household trash bags containing 
foam products, plastics, and textiles.

It also appears to be a very common 
mindset, particularly in rural areas, that the 
open burning of waste materials is a normal 
and legal manner of disposing of waste that 
has been going on for many years.  The toxic 
burn barrel has also been a common fixture 
in many areas for on-site waste disposal.

Throughout Illinois and Ogle County, 
state-wide regulations and county ordi-
nances prohibit the open burning of waste 

materials, no matter where one may reside.  
There are some exemptions to these regula-
tions and ordinances, while municipalities 
may have stricter regulations and timelines 
for open burning for their residents.

In addition, state-wide regulations pro-
hibit air pollution all though out the state.  
Air pollution has a definition and entails 
releasing particulate matter (smoke) or other 
contaminants into the air of the state, causing 
harm to human health, harming plant and 
animal life, harming the environment, or 
otherwise impacting the enjoyment of life 
and/or property for neighbors.  In other 
words, smoke from open burning that 
impacts neighbors in a negative way is in 
violation of state law.

The modern waste stream has evolved in 
the past several years.  No longer is the waste 
stream basic paper products, or materials 
based with natural fibers such as cotton or 
wool.  The modern waste stream is made 

up of products we use then discard, and 
mostly all of this material now is synthetic 
and petroleum-based.  

The modern waste stream is dominated 
by plastics, resins, rubber, foam material, 
films, laminated items, PFAS’s, and other 
synthetic (man-made) materials.  When 
these materials are openly burned they re-
lease an array of toxins and carcinogens too 
long to list in this article.  These toxic chemi-
cals pollute the air, ground, and groundwater, 
and impact human health.  The left-over ash 
and debris is toxic and contaminated as well.

Modern furniture, mattresses, cabinetry, 
carpet, and even wood products are in-
creasingly formed and coated with resins, 
glues, laminates, and fire-retardant materi-
als.  Plastics and films are essentially solid 
petroleum, and textiles are polyesters and 
mixtures of various chemical compounds 
and not natural fibers.

The OCSWMD encourages residents 
and businesses to first reduce waste they 
produce, then seek reuse options for certain 
items, then recycling, composting, and 
mulching of items that cannot be reused.  
Final disposal in an Illinois EPA-permitted 
landfill or transfer station is then required for 
the final disposal of materials that have met 
their end of life.  The open burning of waste 
materials is prohibited throughout Illinois and 
enforced under the Environmental Protection 
Act, and appropriate County ordinances, by 
the OCSWMD.  Fines are assessed though 
Administrative Citation or through the Ogle 
County State’s Attorney under provisions in 
the Environmental Protection Act.

In rural areas of the county there are ex-
emptions for the open burning of certain waste 
streams.  Under no circumstances may open 
burning cause nuisance smoke conditions 
or create air pollution for adjacent property 
owners.  If conducting an open burn be sure 
to monitor the burn and weather conditions, 
set back the burn areas from structures or 
agricultural fields, and have extinguishment 
methods at the ready.

The open burning of landscape, domicile, 
and agricultural wastes is permitted in rural 
areas of the county.  These wastes must be 
generated and/or grown on site, and include 
yard waste, tree limbs, and brush, personal 
documents and clean paper products, and ag-
ricultural bedding and natural fiber materials 
produced as part of an agricultural operation 
on that property.

Nothing in the regulations or county 
ordinances prohibit recreational or cooking 
fires using natural wood/wood products, or 
ecological burns, although permits may be 
required for certain burning activities.

The OCSWMD encourages the com-
posting and mulching of landscape waste 
and agricultural wastes as opposed to 
open burning.  In some municipalities 
waste haulers conduct seasonal pick up of 
landscape waste as well for composting of 
these materials.

For questions regarding responsible 
waste disposal, open burning regulations, 
recycling, composting, and other alter-
natives to open burning, please call the 
OCSWMD at 815-732-4020 or check the 
county website.

OCSWMD releases open burning information
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Thank you 
to our local 

law  
enforcement!

Downtown Stillman Valley • 815-645-9828

Thanking our local law enforcement. 

FOODS GREAT-DRINKS ARE COLD-GAMING IS LIVE
BAR IS OPEN MONDAY-THURSDAY-(4PM-8PM)-FRIDAY (4PM-9PM)

KITCHEN OPEN MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY 4PM-7PM & FRIDAY 4PM-8PM 
KITCHEN IS CLOSED ON TUESDAY

LIGHTNING MONDAYS 5:30PM | BINGO WEDNESDAYS 5:30PM

Fish or Chicken Friday’s
 Carry out available 

SLOTS ARE WAITING!

Try out the hot slots every weekday!

VFW Post #8739
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-6851

Gene Eike Insurance Agency
1500 W. Washington

Oregon, IL • 732-2222
Life Insurance • Health Insurance

Auto Insurance • Homeowners
Senior Products • Medicare Supplements

Gene Eike Insurance Agency
1500 W. Washington

Oregon, IL • 732-2222
Life Insurance • Health Insurance

Auto Insurance • Homeowners
Senior Products • Medicare Supplements

Gene Eike
Insurance Agency

05132019

Chief
Troy Randall

Full-Time Officers
Kevin Becerra
Dakota Meyer
Geraud Zinsou

Part-Time Officers
Chris Thiel

Joseph Brooks
Christopher Plachno

Justin Diehl
Sam Gendusa

Kenneth Yingling
Jon Mandrell

Joe Head

Chief Joe Brooks Deputy Chief Matt Kalnins Detective Maison Crawford School Resource & Patrol Officer 
Tim Brechon

Officer Eric Higby Officer Terry Lester Officer Zach McKean Officer Greg Spencer 

Sergeant Tad Dominski 

Oregon Police Department

Polo Police Department
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SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR  
LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT!

DINNER HOURS 
WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

5 - 8 P.M. 

SERVING LUNCHES 
11 A.M. - 2 P.M.

MONDAY - FRIDAY 
CATERING AVAILABLE FOR SPECIAL EVENTS!

05
15

20
23

Serving and supporting Ashton and the surrounding area for 20 Years!

From left to right: Officer Garrett Henderson, Officer Spencer Morrissey, Chief Jeremy Boehle, Officer Michael Curtis and Officer Tyler Hankins.

Pictured:
Officer Blake Klosa
Officer Hanna Sligar
Chief Christopher Thiel

Not pictured:
Officer Justin Merry
Officer Wendell McClain
Officer Ross Dillon
Officer Brexton Flynn 

Chief Michael Cicchetti
 
Sgt. Brian Sutter
Officer Paul Lindstrom
Officer Gerald Bennett
Officer Nicholas Izer
Officer Cassie Rogers
Part-time Officer Vito 
Ferro

Part-time Officer Jason 
White
Part-time Officer Jason 
Ferro

Police Administrators: 
Brooke Duffy and Ali 
Stauffer
 

Byron Police Department

Forreston  
Police 

Department

Mt. Morris 
Police  

Department
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ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Chris @ 815-732-2156 or 
email cgrimm@oglecountylife.com

01012024

Jenn Goley
630-732-6858

Carla Benesh
815-985-6235

Mark True
815-631-1699

Lori Peterson
815-973-2180

JD Gieson
815-677-1873

Stephanie Wendt
815-985-2055

Merri Cruz
815-988-7947

Rebecca Hazzard
Designated Managing Broker/Owner

815-509-8432

Carrie Rowland
815-677-8656

Erin Spence
815-262-5555

Boone Lockard
815-970-3506

Ashley Patterson
815-291-6308

Jenny Kirchner
815-440-2145

Josie Kuss
815-994-1079

Taylor Miller
815-751-8943

Casey Cline
217-840-8855

Jamie Pendergrass
815-243-4310

Becky Adams
815-509-5837

Matt Bouback
815-505-5827

Jen
773-849-3522

Jessica Lowry
815-315-2617

RockValleyProperties.com
Each office is independently owned & operated.

CONDO FOR SALE!

606 E Washington St., Oregon, IL
114 E Everett, Dixon, IL

815-732-9100

1007 Arland Street, Rock Falls 
$149,900 Call JD

Welcome to this charming 1.5-story home nestled in the highly 
sought-after East Coloma school district. With 3 bedrooms- 
including the entire upstairs that offers extra space as a potential 
4th bedroom- this residence offers flexible living space to suit 
your needs. Completely remodeled throughout, this home 
exudes modern elegance and style. Recent updates include 
new kitchen including cabinets and appliances, flooring, paint, 
bathrooms, Window World picture window, front door, and 
siding, to ensure both style and functionality. This property now 
also offers high-speed fiber internet. With a new roof installed 
since 2019 and HVAC cleaning just completed, enjoy worry-free 
living for years to come. Inside, the full basement offers room for 
storage or customization, while outside the covered screened 
porch offers a getaway to relax and unwind, enjoying the 
serene surroundings. The 2-car detached garage also provides 
convenient parking and storage space. Don’t miss the opportunity 
to make this your dream home- schedule your showing today!

311 W. Center Street, Mt. Morris 
$129,000 Call Jessica

This charming 1.5 story home boasts functionality and 
ample space. Its two bedrooms and one bathroom provide 
comfortable living quarters. The two garages, one for two 
cars and the other for one, offer convenient vehicle storage. 
Additionally, two sheds in the backyard provide extra space 
for tools or storage. The home features a spacious yard 
with a concrete patio, perfect for outdoor relaxation or 
entertaining. With bright spaces and lots of natural light, 
this home creates a warm and inviting atmosphere. The 
first-floor laundry room and two mud rooms make everyday 
living easier. The concrete floor basement includes a bonus 
space that can serve as a workout room or a cozy hangout 
area. This property offers a harmonious blend of comfort, 
convenience, and space.
 

1002 Mary Avenue, Dixon $164,900 
call JD

Welcome to this charming ranch home nestled in the 
desirable northeast of Dixon, with close proximity to parks 
and schools. Boasting 3 bedrooms and 1 bathroom, this 
residence offers charm and functionality. Step inside to 
discover a modern kitchen and convenient main floor laundry 
to streamline your daily routine. The updated bathroom adds 
a touch of elegance, while the spacious living room floods 
with natural light, providing a welcoming ambiance. The 
full basement also provides plenty of space for additional 
expansion. Outside, the large backyard calls for outdoor 
enjoyment and relaxation, now fully fenced for added privacy 
since 2021. With an attached 2-car garage and a cozy 
fireplace, this home is truly move-in ready. Don’t miss out on 
the opportunity to make this your own sanctuary. Schedule 
your showing today!
 

615 E. Chamberlin Street, Dixon  
NOW $205,000 Call Jenny

Gorgeous is an understatement! This grand 4 bedroom 2 bath home 
has beautiful original woodwork and pocket doors. Main floor of the 
home boasts a living room, family room, and dining room with 9 
foot ceilings and hardwood floors. The mudroom with updated half 
bath provides ample space for storage and a busy household to be 
organized. The kitchen is fantastic and functional. It has an abundance 
of cabinets, an island for food prep and seating. There is a quaint coffee 
bar or desk area and a large pantry. All newer stainless-steel appliances 
stay. 2nd floor laundry is convenient for the 4 large bedrooms. The 
wrap-around porch and screened in porch are great spaces to relax and 
entertain. The home’s exterior has new siding and gutter guards and 
new custom-made storm windows on the main floor. Spacious 2 car 
garage with asphalt driveway provides plenty of parking space. Lovely 
yard has fenced area with 3 gates and a patio. There are too many 
details to list here- ask for the additional information document on this 
awesome home.

801/803 Adams Street, Oregon 
$295,000 Call Erin

New Roof, New Soffits, New Siding…Oh My!! Calling ALL buyers…cash, 
conventional, FHA or VA! This is an opportunity you don’t want to miss. 
This oversized Oregon duplex has been redone inside and out! From the 
gleaming hardwood floors to the contemporary light fixtures, every detail 
has been carefully curated to reflect a commitment to quality and style. 
This home embodies the perfect blend of classic charm and modern 
convenience. Upgrades include, flooring (sub and top), plumbing, most 
electric, new gas lines, windows, light fixtures, appliances (ss fridges 
after 12/1), granite countertops, soft close cabinets, all mechanicals, 
water softner, decks, you name it, it’s new!! Low, low maintenance and 
all upgrades contribute to a more sustainable and cost-effective lifestyle!! 
Whether you want to rent out both 1200 sqft, 3 bed, 1 bath units or live in 
one and rent the other for the income, you will not find anything better on 
the market!! Experience the benefits of a home that’s not just beautiful but 
also energy-efficient. Separate utilities and tenants pay all. Close to schools, 
shopping and all that downtown Oregon, IL has to offer. 

803 Main Street, Ashton  
NOW $89,900 Call Carla

New Listing in Ashton! This commercial building offers loads 
of opportunities! This building was originally the town theater 
converted to the Lions’s Hall and event center. Nice large 
open entry to this historical building that has a full kitchen, 2 
half baths, large dining hall, tons of storage around the entire 
building, the upper level hosts 3 offices and the old theater 
room. New roof and well maintained mechanicals! Located 
in the downtown of Ashton. Call for details and your private 
showing!
 

401 Jackson Street, Oregon  
$213,000 Call Jessica

Charming four-bedroom, one-and-a-half-bathroom Tudor Style house 
brimming with character. This residence offers a blend of original finishes 
and modern updates, including an upgraded 100-amp, circuit breaker 
panel, ensuring safety for today’s technology needs. The living spaces are 
adorned with unique architectural details that echo the history and care 
poured into this home. The tall ceilings, and original hardwood floors travel 
throughout the entire home along with original light fixtures and coffered 
ceilings. The family room is large, warm and inviting with built-ins and a 
beautiful fireplace, providing a comfortable environment for family living 
and entertaining guests. The kitchen, practical and well-appointed, offers 
ample counter space and storage. Adjacent to the kitchen, the dining area 
serves as a cozy spot for family meals or morning coffee where copious 
amounts of sunlight stream through the windows. Upstairs, four bedrooms 
are well-sized and bathed in natural light. The master bedroom features 
a large, adjacent sunroom, perfect for enjoying a peaceful afternoon read 
or is the textbook spot for a work-from-home office. Outside, the garage 
offers a heavy-duty, custom-built workbench. The property includes a 
manageable yard, and is the idyllic place for relaxing summer evenings 
enjoying the neighborhood views.

523 W. Blackhawk Drive, Oregon  
NOW $669,000 Call Becky

 Calling Investors!!! Great investment opportunity with two 
means of income - Successful existing restaurant with a 
3 year lease plus a 5 unit apartment building (long term 
renters) - great cash flow. Restaurant has been remodeled 
& kitchen updated. Apartments have 2 bedroom & laundry 
in each. Lots of paved parking for both the restaurant and 
apartments. Great central location on the state highway 
and in the busy business area with a traffic count of 10,600 
daily. (business not included - only building and apartments) 
Outdoor covered patio not included in the sale.

633 Harvest Run, Byron $365,000 Call Rebecca
This CUSTOM VILLA located in Jackson Knolls subdivision will not last long! With 1,850 
finished square feet on the main floor, you will be in awe of the custom finishes from the 
stunning woodwork, light fixtures, flooring and design choices. Kitchen features granite counter 
tops, eat up bar, coffee bar area and large pantry. Open to the dining room and living room 
with bamboo flooring and gas fireplace. Vaulted ceilings on the main floor give this space an 
even larger feel. Main floor also features a bedroom that is currently used an office, additional 
guestroom and main floor master suite. Master suite boasts his and her walk-in closets, jacuzzi 
tub, double vanity and walk in shower. Finished lower level provides additional living space 
and is great for hosting company. There is a 4th bedroom, full bathroom and a family room 
with an egress window providing natural light. In addition to this, there is a large storage room 
and workshop. Attached and oversized 2 car garage. Let the association take care of the 
landscaping, yard irrigation, snowplowing and window washing! 5 years young, properties like 
this do not become available every day. Call to schedule your showing!

NEW 

LISTING
NEW 

LISTING
NEW 

LISTING
NEW 

LISTING

NEW 

LISTING

OREGON — The 2024 Ogle 
County 4-H Bowling Tournament 
championship round was held on 
Feb. 25 at T-Byrd Lanes in Rochelle.  
Seven qualifying teams bowled to 
determine the first-place winners in 
the junior division (ages 6-13) and 
senior division (ages 14 and up).

The clubs set up the qualifying 
rounds earlier in the year at bowl-
ing centers throughout the county.  
Thank you to Town & Country 
Lanes in Mt. Morris, T-Byrd Lanes 
in Rochelle, and Uptown Lanes in 
Byron, for their continued support. 
Almost 200 youth bowled in this 
year’s event.

Championship Junior 
Teams

First Place – Mighty Clovers 4-H 
Club, Monroe Center, Trinity Feltz, 
Madeline Kusnierz, and Mallory 
King.

Second Place – Mighty Clovers 
4-H Club, Monroe Center, Jameson 
Newumann, Aubrey Kusnierz, and 
DJ Wirfs.

Third Place – Mighty Clovers 4-H 
Club, Monroe Center, Kamryn Feltz, 
Madisyn Ruthe, and Aurora Wirfs.

Fourth Place – Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club, Stillman Valley, Alyse Rogers, 
Bristol Clark, and Luke Rasmussen.

Championship Senior 
Teams

First Place – Blackhawk Crossing 
4-H Club, Oregon/Mt Morris, Im-
manuel Arellano, Dylan Reimer, and 
Zakkary West.

Second Place – Ogle Jolly 4-H 
Club, Stillman Valley, Braden Rogers, 
Brooklyn Lee, and Bernice Zandonai.

Third Place – By-Y-Badgers 4-H 
Club, Byron, Carson Conderman, 
Bruce Gehrke, and Jacob Hickman.

Scores at the qualifying bowl de-
termined individual high games and 
high series winners who were:

Jr. High Game: Trinity Feltz, 
Mighty Clovers 4-H Club, Monroe 
Center – 141 pins

Jr. High Series: Piper Johnson, 
Ogle Jolly 4-H Club, Stillman Valley 
– 216 pins

Sr. High Game: Brooklyn Lee, 
Ogle Jolly 4-H Club, Stillman Valley 
– 176 pins

Sr. High Series: Immanuel Arella-
no, Blackhawk Crossing 4-H Club, 
Oregon/Mt. Morris – 303 pins

4-H is a program of the University 
of Illinois Extension.  For more infor-
mation about 4-H, contact the Ogle 
County Extension Office, 421 W Pines 
Road, Suite 10, Oregon, IL 61061, 
(815)732-2191 or visit us online at 
https://extension.illinois.edu/bdo.

4-H bowling champions named
The Championship 
Junior Team first place 
winners, Trinity Feltz, 
Madeline Kusnierz, and 
Mallory King of Mighty 
Clovers 4-H Club in Mon-
roe Center. (Courtesy 
photo)

First place Senior 
Team from Blackhawk 
Crossing 4-H Club in 
Oregon/Mt. Morris. 
Left to right: Zakkary 
West, Dylan Reimer, 
and Immanuel Arella-
no. (Courtesy photo)
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THERE were a couple of 
notable items from the 
Ogle County Track & 

Field Meet. In the boys portion, the 
119.33 to 119 win by Forreston-Po-
lo over Rochelle was the closest 
margin in the 50-year plus history 
of the meet. Additionally, Andrew 
Nuyen of Rochelle became the first 
pole vaulter in the county to crack 
the 15-foot barrier. 

Not having any pole vaulters, 
let alone facilities to practice on, 
Forreston-Polo gave up 14 points in 
that event to Rochelle in the team 

scoring. They made up that handicap 
by winning the meet’s final event, 
the 1,600-meter relay.

However, they needed one 
other team to finish ahead of 
Rochelle in the relay to pull 
out the narrow .33 win. It 
was Stillman Valley coming 
to the rescue by taking sec-
ond, while Rochelle settled 
for third.

Instead of only focusing 
on baseball and weightlifting in the 
spring, Stillman Valley boys track 
has recently made strides under 

Taking in the Ogle County Track & Field Meet
coach Matt McMullen, a former 
state medalist pole vaulter for By-

ron.
For now, though, the 

balance of power lies with 
Forreston-Polo. The perenni-
ally-strong team looks to be 
even stronger in the years to 
come with a standout fresh-
man group.

Congratulations to the F-P 
girls for making it a clean 

sweep with a 102-96 win over 
Rochelle. It was its second straight 
county title.

It was nearly 50 years ago in this 
same meet that I competed against 
eventual Class A state champ Jerry 
Champlain of Stillman Valley in the 
pole vault. Thus, it was special for 
me to witness a kid young enough 
to be a grandson make that momen-
tous 15-foot vault.

Sophomore Andrew Nuyen has 
the potential to be one of the finest 
ever to come out of Illinois in the 
vault. But, there is another soph-
omore from Bloomington Central 
Catholic that has gone over 17 feet.

These youngsters keep getting 
better and better. One advantage 
Nuyen has is a pole vault pit to 
practice on at his Creston home. His 
exploits might be the biggest thing 
in town since Lyle Headon put it on 
the map for his meat market.

It’s not just the boys either. On 
Friday at her conference meet, Mia 
Strahm of Elmwood became the 
first girls in Illinois to make 14 feet.

That effort ranks No. 3 in the 
country and though Strahm is a 
junior, she is opting to move on to 
college early and forego her final 
season of eligibility.

It wasn’t that many years ago 
that a lawsuit against the IHSA was 
needed to allow girls to pole vault. 
In a chauvinistic attitude, officials 
at the IHSA had more many decades 
considered girls physically incapa-
ble of handling the rigors of vault-
ing.

How wrong that attitude proved 
to be, much in the same manner 
women were not allowed to compete 
in the Boston Marathon.

As expected, Byron (2A) and For-
reston (1A) picked up No. 1 seeds in 
baseball sub-sectionals. Icing on the 
cake will be winning regionals to ad-
vance to their own home sectionals. 
Post-season begins May 13.

Byron does have a long road trip 
with its regional at Port Byron, while 
Forreston goes to a familiar site at 
AFC.

In 2A softball, Stillman Valley 
picked up a No. 1 sub-sectional seed 
and will be close to home at the Ore-
gon regional. Marengo, a traditional 
power and also a No. 1 sub-sectional 
seed, will host the sectional.

Another potential foe from that 
sectional is Aurora Central Catho-
lic. SV would have to get through 
both ACC and Marengo to make the 
super-sectional, where a tough Elm-
hurst IC might be waiting.

In 1A softball, Dakota looks like 
the area team to beat in the sectional.

With so many students driving or 
being dropped off at school, Oregon 
held a “Walk, Roll or Ride” day, 
with awards for the best-decorated 
bikes. In all parts of the country, 
something like this is badly needed 
to promote healthier options and get 
cars off the streets.

According to national data, only 
1-in-10 kids walk or bike to school. 
Americans of all ages are less 
active, with students particularly 
at risk for long-term health issues 
because of being chauffeured every-
where or sitting at home more.

A comment I often hear from area 
coaches is that athletes come into 
sports with far less physical endur-
ance than past generations, though 
weight training has progressed.

Finally, in this day and age of 
fans being charged entrance fees 
for everything from varsity down 
to grade-school age athletic events, 
it was refreshing to see Rochelle 
retain their long-standing tradition 
of not charging an admittance fee to 
the county track meet.

Andy Colbert is a longtime Ogle 
County resident with years of expe-
rience covering sports and more for 
multiple area publications. 

Andy Colbert
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BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

BYRON — Byron High School held its 2024 
Athletic Signing Day Ceremony on Wednesday, 
May 1. Several Tiger student-athletes made their 
commitments official to play sports collegiately.

Braylon Kilduff: Sport: Football, School: Univer-
sity of Wisconsin - Platteville, Located: Platteville, 
Wisconsin, Class: NCAA Division III, Mascot: 

Pioneer Pete, Major: Civil Engineering.
Ryan Tucker: Sport: Basketball, School: Bene-

dictine University, Located: Lisle, Illinois, Class: 
NCAA Division III, Mascot: Eagles, Major: Sports 
Communication/Management.

Maison Brandt: Sport: Golf, School: Central Col-
lege, Located: Pella, Iowa, Class: NCAA Division 
III, Mascot: Big Red, Major: Finance.

Joshua Harris: Sport: Football, School: Rock-
ford University, Located: Rockford, Illinois, Class: 

NCAA Division III, Mascot: Reggie the Regent, 
Major: Nursing.

Jacob Barber: Sport: Football, School: Aurora 
University, Located: Aurora, Illinois, Class: NCAA 
Division III, Mascot: Sammy Spartan, Major: Phys-
ical Education.

Ashton Henkel: Sport: Football, School: St. 
Thomas University, Located: Saint Paul, Minnesota, 
Class: NCAA Division I, Mascot: Tommies, Major: 
Business.

Byron High School held its 2024 Athletic Signing 
Day Ceremony on Wednesday, May 1. Above from 
left to right are Ryan Tucker, Jacob Barber, Braylon 
Kilduff, Ashton Henkel, Joshua Harris and Maison 
Brandt.

Tigers announce intent for College play

OREGON — Oregon High School held its 2024 Athletic Signing Day Ceremony 
on Wednesday, with several student-athletes finalizing their commitments to play 
sports at the collegiate level. Listed below are the student-athletes who participated 
in Wednesday’s ceremony.

Anthony Bauer: Loras College - Wrestling - Elementary Education, Jameson 
Caposey: Loras College - Basketball - Accounting, Leo Cardenas: Olivet Nazarene 
University - Track & Field - Psychology, Kylar Early: Sauk Valley College - Golf - 
Undecided, Lexi Ebert: Loras College - Volleyball - Elementary Education, Jackson 
Glendenning: Augustana College - Football - Mechanical Engineering and Phys-
ics, Olivia Paul: Sauk Valley College - Softball - Elementary Education, Gracen 
Pitts: Kishwaukee College - Softball - Criminal Justice, Sarah Stevens: Carthage 
College - Softball - Allied Health Sciences, Kenna Wubbena: Sauk Valley College 
- Volleyball - Psychology.

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

STILLMAN VALLEY — Stillman Valley High School held its 2024 Athletic 
Signing Day Ceremony on Friday evening. The following student-athletes signed 
to continue their academics and athletics at the collegiate level after graduating 
from Stillman Valley High School.

Laney Archibald: Kishwaukee College - Volleyball, Marissa Arreguin: Wingate 
University - Competitive Cheerleading, Sofia Berg: Quincy University - Track 

& Field, Aiden Cicogna: University of Wisconsin-Stout - Baseball, Braden 
Engel: Wheaton College - Baseball, Lille Gebel: Kishwaukee College - Soft-
ball, Mya Janssen: Cornell College - Basketball, Haley Jones: University of 
Dubuque - Volleyball, Jackson Martindale: Rockford University - Soccer, Ryan 
Morgan: Northern Illinois University - Hockey, Gavin Pennington: Central Col-
lege - Football and Track & Field, Rylie Vatch, Carthage College - Swimming, 
Jose Vazquez-Avila: Kishwaukee College - Soccer, Harleigh Wallin: Wingate 
University - Competitive Cheerleading, Kaelyn Williams: Oakton Community 
College - Softball.

Stillman Valley High School held its 2024 Athletic Signing Day Ceremony on Friday evening. 

Several Stillman Cardinals sign letters of intent

Oregon High School held its 2024 Athletic Signing Day Ceremony on Wednesday. 
Pictured above are Kenna Wubbena, Lexi Ebert, Sarah Stevens, Gracen Pitts, Ol-
ivia Paul (front row from left to right), Leo Carednas, Kylar Early, Anthony Bauer, 
Jameson Caposey and Jackson Glendenning (back row from left to right).

Several Hawk athletes 
heading to collegiate level
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Whatever you’re looking for, 
these local businesses ask 
you to consider them first.

ACCOUNTING
Jeanette Heesaker, CPA

Masters in Business Administration 
and Finance

Certified Managerial Accountant
Accounting and Tax Services

For Business/Individual/Partnership
132 W. Second St., Suite 1 • Byron, IL 61010 

(815) 234-8100

AIR CONDITIONING

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

Gaul’s Climate Control
815-734-7314

AUTO REPAIR

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner

ASE Certified
P.O. Box 31

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451 Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

AUTO REPAIR

Tony Kurzac
107 E. Washington St.

Route 64
Oregon, IL 61061

815-312-7089

Sell New & Used Tires/Rims
All Makes & Models
Cars/Truck Service

Trailer Repair
Auto Repair

Lowest Price Around

CABINETS

CARPET CLEANING
3-D Carpet & 

Upholstery Cleaning

900 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL 61061

Heather Ruchti
Ph: (815) 762-5307

CONCRETE

CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

• New Construction • Roofing • Windows • Additions
• Complete Remodeling • Siding • Painting • Interior/Exterior
• Drywall  • Flooring • Decks

Free Estimates • Lead Certified

815-761-1626

CONSTRUCTION

NAVARRO & SONS
Construction Company

********
Ceramic Tile • Wood Floors • Painting • Siding-

Basements • Room Additions  • Baths • Kitchens
Over 25 yrs. exp.       Custom touch      No job too big or too small

FRANK NAVARRO • OREGON / BYRON
PHONE: 815-234-7588 FAX: 815-234-7568

Free 
Estimates

Sr. Citizen 
Discount

FIREWOOD

AT’sAT’s
FirewoodFirewood
815-751-2255815-751-2255

All Hardwoods, Seasoned, All Hardwoods, Seasoned, 
Delivered, StackedDelivered, Stacked

HAIR CARE

HANDYMAN

C.J. HOME MAINTENANCE 
and REPAIR

We fix almost anything in and around the home!
20 Plus Years Experience

Regular and Emergency Service 24 Hours A Day
7 Days A Week

Phone 1-815-234-4511
Cell 1-815-222-6239

Byron, Oregon,
Mt. Morris Areas

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Insured FREE 

ESTIMATES

New Construction • Complete Remodels • Additions • Windows
Doors • Sunrooms • Kitchens • Basements • Baths • Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 • Craig Kosch 815.566.7424

www.integrityhomeimp.com

LAWNCARE

PAINTING

WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING

K & J
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen 
cabinets or woodwork.

Insured         Over 40 Years Experience

Ken
Cell (815) 353-5754
Stillman Valley, IL

FREE 
ESTIMATES HANDYMAN 

SERVICES

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

PAINTING

PET GROOMING
by

Dun Wright Grooming

• Pets Groomed at Your Home
• Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
• No More “Separation” Anxiety
• No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

• Cut of Your Choice
    (depends on coat condition)
• Specialty/Flea Baths Available
• Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

MOBILE 
GROOMING

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

STORAGE SHEDS

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

“Your Trees 
Deserve a 
Certified 
Arborist!”Serving Ogle County Since 1996

• Trimming & Removals • Climbing Specialists • Insect & Disease Control
• Planting Service • Arborist Consulting

Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

TREE CARE TREE SERVICE TREE REMOVAL

GARAGE DOORS

AUTO REPAIR

CLEANING SERVICES

Wouldn’t you like your 
business card seen by 

28,500 people?
 CALL 815-732-2156

WHEELS

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

Offer Expires 4/30/20

12212020

WATER SOFTENER

* Interior & Exterior * Free Estimates * Insured
PAINTINGLAWN CARE

Furman’s Lawn Care

In Business Since 1999
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

SPRING 
CLEAN-UP! • Weekly Mowing• Weekly Mowing
• Bush Tr Bush Trimming & Removal

• Gutter Cleaning
• Much More!

Call Jeremy Furman at 815-761-9619
Please leave message and I will return your call ASAP
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AREA CHURCH  DIRECTORY

BYRON
ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH

624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor:  Janet Wold
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am.  A recording of each Sunday’s 
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in the 
day.  Communion is served every Sunday.   Sunday School for ages 3 through 
Adult  is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation studies 
for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 10:00 am.  
Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom.  In person Bible 
Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday afternoon at 
1:30 pm.  Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; quilters meet twice 
monthly.  Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.org or call the church 
office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NextGen/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children’s Ministry Director: Katie Dodd
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and 
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry Wednesdays 
at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more details .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays 

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. 2nd St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 – Fr. Richard Rosinski. 
Weekday Masses: Tuesday – Friday 7:30am, Weekend Masses: Sat. 5:00 pm, 
Sun. 8:00 am and 9:30 am, Reconciliation: Fri. 8:00 am – 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30 
pm – 4:30 pm or by app.  Eucharist Adoration Fri. 8-9am   
www.saintmaryinbyron.org  secretary@saintmaryinbyron.org

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ 
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777 
Email: ucb@comcast.net 
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org 
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious 
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson 
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportunities: 
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am 
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am 
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru 5th grade) 9:30 -10:15am 
Coffee & fellowship time: 9:30am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am 
Spark Youth Group (for ages 6th grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, 5pm-7pm 
For complete ministry schedule and other activities, please check our website or 
Facebook page or contact the church office. 
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here! 

BEACON HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
“Building Faith for Life”
6467 N. German Church Rd., Byron, IL - Ph. (815) 246-2685 - beaconhillbyron.
org
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 448, Byron, IL 61010
Pastor: Gary Cortese
Service Times: Sundays at 10AM; Wednesday night Faith-Lift at 6:30PM
Find us on Facebook/Beacon Hill Assembly of God

CHANA
CHANA UNITED METHODIST

Pastor Josh Brown, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-7683. 
(E-mail address: chanaumc@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each 
month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open Minds-Open Doors.

DAVIS JUNCTION 

DAVIS JUNCTION 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors • “God’s Heart in Our Community” 
Located in town on Rt. 72 • Our Pastor is Rev. Keith Kelsey-Powell  Sunday 
Services:  Worship 10:30am, Childrens time during Worship Service. 
Fellowship following the Worship Service each Sunday. Communion the first 
Sunday of the month. Potluck luncheon following Worship every  4th Sunday, 
except in the summer months of  June, July and August. Various small groups 
meet throughout the month. For more information about the small groups please 
call 298-2310. AA meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm and Saturdays at 9am. For more 
information please visit our website WWW.DJUMC.ORG 

DIXON
LOST LAKE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

Pastor Bob Clardie 8:30am Sunday School
815-535-6990 9:30am Church Service
90 W. Flagg Road www.lostlakechurch.org
Dixon IL 61021

FORRESTON
 FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott Ralston 
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL   Phone: 815-938-2380
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship 
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.

God is Good, All the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

ST. JAMES  LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Karen Tews 
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Outreach 
and Welcome” in a beautiful rural setting.

Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.

LEAF RIVER
 ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH

9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 • Ph:815-541-4863  Sunday 
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am

VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Live Sermon Streaming: Sundays at 10:00 AM at www.facebook.com/
LEAFRIVERBC/
Archived Sermons on our YouTube channel: Leaf River Baptist Church (Until 
further notice)
9:30 Church Service. Nursery available, 11:00 Sunday school for all ages. 
Nursery available
6941 N Mt Morris Rd, Leaf River, IL  61047
815-738-2205  leafriverbc@gmail.com

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH – LCMS
immanuel-lindenwood.org (for sermons, events, etc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500 • office@immanuel-lindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 10am; 
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanuel-lindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH
101 N Galena st, P.O box 67, Lindenwood IL 
Regular worship service Sundays at 10:00am with fellowship following.
Tuesdays 10:00 am Sr Exercise!  Lunch afterwards.  Thursdays 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
Library time. Snacks and coffee. 
Everyone is welcome!

KINGS 
ELIM REFORMED CHURCH

140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068  • Pastor Marv Jacobs 
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmail.com
Website:  www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS 
DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

“By God’s grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE”
All are welcome here!
9:30 a.m. – Sunday Worship with Communion open to all, followed by fellowship 
hour
10:45 a.m. Sunday School (Sep. – May)
102 N. Maple Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054
815-734-4853   secretary@disciplesumc.org
www.disciplesumc.org
Pastor Marcia Peddicord

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054   815-734-4942  www.efcmm.org 
Senior Pastor:  Bruce McKanna.  Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m.  Morning Worship with 
Childcare and Children’s Church.

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 815-734-4573

Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. followed by fellowship time 
and Sunday School. Worship service available online, call for details.

Email: mtmorriscob@gmail.com  

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354   Rev. Josh Ehrler    

Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . Sunday 
Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept.-May) Chime Choir

 Wednesday 6:00 PM 

LITTLE PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
409 W Brayton Rd. Mt Morris, IL 61054 (Church of the Brethren Basement 
Entrance) Worship Services: 10:00 AM Sunday Morning, 7:00 PM 1st & 3rd 
Sunday Evening, 7:30 PM 2nd & 4th Wednesday Evenings of the Month.
Pastor:  Norman Reinford 779-861-3700

OREGON

EAST OREGON CHAPEL CHURCH OF GOD
East Oregon Chapel Church of God
The Sharing is Caring Church
Pastor Jesse Allen EOCCOGministries@gmail.com 107 N Daysville Rd. Oregon, IL  
Phone: 815-732-2960
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. with Sunday Worship following at  10:30 a.m. 
Breakfast is served every fifth Sunday beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday evenings both Adults (all year) & Youth (during the school year) meet 
weekly beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
In the event that Oregon Schools are not in session the Youth group does not meet 
on Wednesdays. 
Thursday morning Women’s Bible study meets at 10:30 a.m. 
We look forward to meeting you! 

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd. • 
Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com • Sunday school 9:00 a.m.  Worship 10:00 a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Dave Rogula 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 lighthouseUMC@
yahoo.com
Worship at 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of 
month. Lighthouse will lite up your life!

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL  Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604  Pastor 
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church. 

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St.  Oregon, IL 61061  Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented ministry.” 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m.; Sunday Afternoon 
Service 1:15 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th Street, Oregon, IL  61061  |  815-732-2994  |  www.oregonumc.org
Pastor Rev Megan Smick
9:00 am Adult & Youth Bible Study
10 am Worship & Children’s Sunday School
In-person or live on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/OregonUMC
5:30 pm Wednesday Night Meal 
All are welcome!

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Arnold ~ 812-236-1213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ~ contemporary style worship with coffee and 
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship is also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship. 
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ~ provides a safe and fun 
environment where kids can learn about who God is and who they are because 
of Him.
Encounter Youth Ministry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday afternoons. 
Please see our Facebook page for scheduled dates and times. 
For complete ministry info and events, visit us online at Riverstonecc.com or on 
Facebook at facebook.com/RiverStoneChristianChurch

ST. BRIDE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon 
732-7211 – Office  Rev. Eldred George   
Webpage: saintbrides.org • E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
114 S. 5th St. Oregon, IL  Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com   
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 a.m. Worship 

POLO

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, Illinois • 815-946-2848 • Luke N. Schier, Pastor       
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship 
Experience. “”THE GRAND Kids Class”  Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right 
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for 
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~ 
POLO CAMPUS

Meeting Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com 
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through engaging 
messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffee, snacks & 
fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ during 10AM 
service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June 1st .
Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo • 815-946-3588 • Jeremy Heller, Pastor
 Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available, 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-denominational 
Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

STILLMAN VALLEY
RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY

Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns  |  Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley. 
815-645-2526  |  www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday:  Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday:  AWANA (Sept – April) from 6:00 to 7:30 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY 
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Lead Pastor Barry Norris
103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL 
815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org
Sunday Morning 9am ‘Gather’ for learning & conversation, 10:15am Worship 
both onsite and online at facebook.com/VECCfSV
Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber
Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry
Please visit website for more information or contact the church office M-F 
9am-2pm

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
DAVIS JUNCTION

Pastor Brad Pittman           www.graceisforyou.com
10479 E. High Rd., Stillman Valley, IL 61084• 815-973-1369  
Worship Service:  Saturday at 5pm

WINNEBAGO
MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088
Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.
Sunday: Worship Service at 10:30 am. 
Pastor Phil Thompson 
Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com

MOUNT MORRIS

OREGON — The Oregon High School cheerleaders present the 1st 
Annual Oregon Youth Cheerleading Camp for ages 8-14. The camp 
will run from June 17-20 is a more advanced camp that concludes 
with a parent performance from 7-7:30 p.m. on the final camp day.

The cost to attend is $80 and includes four days of camp as well 
as a T-shirt and bow. Only the first 50 athletes signed up will be 

able to attend. The camp will be held at Ethyre Gym at Oregon 
Elementary School. Please have athletes in clean sneakers, shorts 
and tanks/shirts. Hair needs to be up off the face. Bows and water 
bottles are optional.

Questions or concerns can be directed to Jody Mernack at 815-
520-4223.

Oregon cheerleaders presenting 
youth cheer camp this summer

Oregon softball defeats Byron
Oregon defeated Byron 9-4 thanks to three hits by 

Ella Dannhorn and three RBIs by Gracen Pitts. Starting 
pitcher Brooke Halverson got the win for the Hawks, 
going four innings and giving up one run. Alexi Czochara 
pitched the final three innings for Oregon, tallying five 
strikeouts. Olivia Paul added two hits for the Hawks, 
who moved to 14-9 on the season. 
Oregon softball loses to Genoa-Kings-
ton

Oregon softball lost a hard fought battle with Ge-
noa-Kingston 8-4. Olivia Paul jacked a solo home 
run and Madi Shaffer added two hits for Oregon. Abi 
Fletcher also had a clutch RBI in the game. 
Oregon girls soccer cruises over H-BR

The Oregon varsity girls soccer team won 7-1 over 
Hinckley-Big Rock on Wednesday, May 1. Anna Stender 
and Mya Engelkes each scored two goals, while Deb 
Schmid, Kenna Wubbena and Sarah Eckardt each add-
ed goals. Engelkes and Wubbena each dished out two 
assists, while Schmid and Noelle Girton both tallied 
assists for the Hawks (15-1-0).
Polo baseball shut out against Forres-
ton

The Polo varsity baseball team fell 20-0 against 
Forreston on Thursday, May 2. Gus Mumford recorded 
the lone hit for the Marcos in the loss.

Polo softball dominates Forreston
Polo won 17-5 in six innings. Polo had 17 hits. For-

reston had 10 hits. Sydnei Rahn went 5 for 5 with five 
singles and 1 RBI. Cheyenna Wilkins had a single and 
two doubles with two RBIs. Allissa Marschang had two 
singles and two RBIs. Karlea Frey had two doubles and 
one RBI. Leah Tobin had two singles and one RBI. 

Cheyenna Wilkins pitched 3.1 innings allowing 
seven hits with four earned runs, one walk and three 
strikeouts. Camrynn Jones pitched 2.2 innings allowing 
three hits with 0 earned runs and four strikeouts.
Oregon girls soccer rolls over Ro-
chelle

The Oregon varsity girls soccer team scored an 8-1 
win over Rochelle on Saturday, May 4. Deb Schmit 
totaled three goals and two assists, while Anna Stender 
dished out three assists with two goals. Sarah Eckardt 
scored two goals and Kenna Wubbena added one goal, 
while Aniyah Sarver and Mya Engelkes chipped in 
assists for the Hawks. Mili Zavala had seven saves for 
the Hawks (16-1-0).
Oregon softball wins over Hall Town-
ship

The Oregon varsity softball team won 13-1 over Hall 
Township on Saturday, May 4. Oregon tallied 12 hits, 
getting a multiple hit game from Abree Barker, Gracen 
Pitts and Brooke Halverson. Ella Dannhorn, Olivia Paul 

and Pitts had three RBIs each. Brooke Halverson got 
the win pitching five innings and striking out four. 
Polo baseball loses against Warren/
Stockton

The Polo varsity baseball team lost 17-4 against 
Warren/Stockton on Saturday, May 4. Nolan Hahn 
went 3-for-3 with one RBI to lead the Marcos in the 
loss.
Polo baseball blows out South Beloit

The Polo varsity baseball team blew away South 
Beloit for a 15-1 win on Monday, May 6. Nolan Hahn 
went 4-for-4 with four RBIs, while Gus Mumford 
went 1-for-3 with two RBIs and two runs scored. Jeff 
Donaldson went 2-for-4 with two RBIs and Carter 
Merdian went 2-for-3 with two RBIs and two runs 
scored for the Marcos. Hahn pitched six innings and 
struck out 14 batters.
Oregon softball takes high scoring 
game from Rock Falls

The Oregon varsity softball team won 21-11 
against Rock Falls on Monday, May 6. Olivia Paul 
hammered out four hits, Abree Barker had three hits 
and Hayleigh Heuerman jacked a home run as Oregon’s 
offense exploded on Rock Falls. Brooke Halverson 
picked up the win for Oregon in the pitcher’s circle 
and added two hits. Hayleigh Burkhart also had two 
hits for the Hawks. 

AREA SPORTS
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Special Hours
The Byron Public Library will be 

closed Monday, May 27 in observation 
of the Memorial Day holiday.  We 
will reopen for our regular hours on 
Tuesday, May 28 at 9:00 am.  We wish 
all of our patrons a safe and happy 
Memorial Day!
The Cicadas Are Coming!

Thursday, May 30. 6 – 7:00 pm. 
Incoming for the spring of 2024, 
millions of Periodical Cicadas will 
be emerging in Illinois. While they 
deafen us with sound, and intimidate 
us with their big red eyes, cicadas are 
good Samaritans. During this pro-
gram find out where they will emerge, 
how long they will stay, whether they 
harm plants, and if they are edible.  
Please visit https://byronpld.library-
calender.com/events/month or call 
815-234-5107 to register. 
Did you know

That you can now order 3D print 
projects from the Byron Library?  The 
library’s Creative Studio is home to 
two 3D printers that are available for 
making 3D prints for learning and 
entertainment purposes.  3D prints 
cost $.10 per gram PLA, and will 
be available for pickup within 7 – 10 
business days.  Please visit https://
www.byronlibrary.org/3d-printing/ 
for more information on how to 

submit your 3D print idea.
Creative Studio

Our Creative Studio is open on 
Sunday afternoons and two evenings 
a week, so stop by for monthly 
crafts and to use our maker space 
equipment! Crafts out on the tables 
are free of charge, while some other 
projects will incur a cost depending 
on materials. Middle school and 
high school youth can use some of 
the materials while with an adult, or 
during Teen Time.  Creative Studio 
hours: Sunday 1 - 5:00 pm, Monday 
9:00 am-1:00 pm & 5 – 8:00 pm, 

Tuesday 9 am - 1:00 pm & 5 – 8:00 
pm, Wednesday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm, 
Thursday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm, Friday 
& Saturday closed.  

Check out Our Mobile App
Did you know that there is an 

easy way to use the library from your 
phone?  Just download the PrairieCat 
app to your phone or mobile device 
and log in with your library card 
number and PIN!  You’ll be able to 
view your checkouts and holds, renew 
renewable materials, and search the 
library catalog.  There’s even a digital 
copy of your library card!

LOCAL NEWS

Weekly Brain Busters

BYRON PUBLIC LIBRARY

Feed them, and they will come! Teens at the Byron Library enjoyed 
designing their own ramen noodle dishes and afterward hanging out 
together in the teen room.

Book Sale
May 2nd - May 18th. We are holding our semi-an-

nual book sale during regular library hours beginning 
Thursday, May 2nd through Saturday, May 18th. We 
have a huge assortment of books, dvds, games, and 
puzzles for all ages and interests so you won’t want 
to miss this sale!
Mixin’ It Up Fundraiser

April 11th - May 13th. Orders for Midwest Mixes 
are due this week! Don’t miss your chance to stock up 
on gourmet veggie dips, olive oil blends, rubs and other 
great products from one of America’s premiere com-
panies. With over 50 dips, sauces, and rubs to choose 
from, there is sure to be something for everyone to 
enjoy. Please call the library at (815)938-2624 or stop 
in to order. Thank you for your support!
Toddler/Preschool Storytime

Wednesdays at 10:00 am. Bring your favorite little 
person to share in a time of stories, crafts, and activ-
ities every Wednesday that school is in session. This 
fun, relaxed program introduces children to the joy of 
reading and making new friends.
Community Room

Looking for a place to hold your event? Our com-
munity room (with a small kitchenette) is available for 
meetings, parties, showers, family reunions, and more. 
Please call the library at (815)938-2624 for additional 
information.

FORRESTON LIBRARY NEWS
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MARKETPLACE

NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT FOR THE 
FIFTEENTH  

JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
OF ILLINOIS

OGLE COUNTY
IN RE THE MATTER 
OF THE ESTATE OF 
JOHN V. YOUNG, De-
ceased.
Case No.  2024-PR-20
NOTICE OF CLAIM 
DAY
Notice is given of the 
death of John V. Young 
on March 5, 2024 and 
that Letters Testa-
mentary were issued 
on April 15, 2024 to 
Edward L. Young, Ex-
ecutor, 5338 N. Sher-
idan Rd., Peoria, IL 
61614, whose attorney 
is Michael R. Seghet-
ti of Elias, Meginnes 
& Seghetti, P.C., 416 
Main Street, Suite 
1400, Peoria, Illinois 
61602.
Claims may be filed on 
or before six (6) months 
from the date of first 
publication, or three (3) 
months from the date 
of mailing or delivery, 
whichever is later, and 
any claim not filed on 
or before that date is 
barred.
Claims against said Es-
tate may be filed in the 
Office of the Clerk of 
the Circuit Court, Ogle 
County Courthouse, 
Oregon, Illinois, and 
copies thereof mailed 
or delivered to said le-
gal representative and 
to the said attorney of 
record. Within ten (10) 
days after a claimant 
files a claim with the 
Court, the claimant 
must mail or deliver a 
copy of the claim to the 
representative and the 
representative’s attor-
ney of record and file 
with the Court proof of 
such mailing or delivery.
Dated this 29th day of 
April, 2024
Michael R. Seghetti 
(ARDC Np. 6193014)
Elias, Meginnes & 
Seghetti, P.C.
416 Main Street, Suite 
1400
Peoria, Illinois 61602
Email:  MSeghetti@
emrslaw.com 
Telephone:  (309) 637-
6000
Facsimile:  (309) 637-
8514
No. 0423
(April 29, May 6 and 13, 
2024)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on April 24, 
2024 a certificate was 
filed in the Ogle Coun-
ty Clerk’s Office setting 
forth the names and 
post office address of 
all of the persons own-
ing, conducting and 
transacting the busi-
ness known as: 
Basic Kneads Massage 
Therapy
414 S. Wesley Ave.
Mt. Morris, IL 61054
Dated April 24, 2024
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 0431
(April 29, May 6 and 13, 
2024)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on April 24, 
2024 a certificate was 
filed in the Ogle Coun-
ty Clerk’s Office setting 
forth the names and 
post office address of 
all of the persons own-
ing, conducting and 
transacting the busi-
ness known as: 
Herandhair Co
104 W. Wilson St. 
Stillman Valley, IL 
61084
Dated April 24, 2024
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 0432
(April 29, May 6 and 13, 
2024)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on April 24, 
2024 a certificate was 
filed in the Ogle Coun-
ty Clerk’s Office setting 
forth the names and 

post office address of 
all of the persons own-
ing, conducting and 
transacting the busi-
ness known as: 
mblem apparel brand
104 W. Wilson St. 
Stillman Valley, IL 
61084
Dated April 24, 2024
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 0433
(April 29, May 6 and 13, 
2024)

PUBLIC NOTICE
There will be a meet-
ing of the Ogle County 
Farmland Assessment 
Review Committee on 
Monday, May 20, 2024 
at 10:00am in the His-
toric Courthouse Room 
319, Oregon Illinois.  
The committee will 
discuss the Illinois De-
partment of Revenue’s 
Proposed 2025 farm-
land assessments, and 
hold a public hearing to 
review and adopt the 
values for Ogle Coun-
ty.  The proposed 2025 
farmland assessments 
are 10% above the 
2024 values. This meet-
ing is held pursuant to 
the Illinois Property Tax 
Code (35ILCS200/10-
120) and is open to the 
public. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tricia Black, 
Chief County Assess-
ment Officer
No. 0510
(May 13, 2024)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone can’t 
ask you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For 
more information, call 
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

117 117 
INSTRUCTIONINSTRUCTION

Will tutor for Elementary 
Math & English this 
summer. Call 815-440-
6184. (ALL05292024)

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.” 

127 127 
SERVICESSERVICES

Will Tutor for 
Elementary Math & 
English this Summer. 
Call 815-440-6184. 
(ALLto052924)

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 

or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmai l .
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin 
& iron toys, sterling 
silver, decoys. If it’s 
antique, I’m interested 
in looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmai l .
com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends 
on Weight of Roll. 
Available Monday-
Friday 815-562-4171 
(8AM-NOON ONLY) 
Rochelle News Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENT FOR APARTMENT FOR 
RENTRENT

509 509 
HOUSE FOR RENTHOUSE FOR RENT

House for Rent - 
Rochelle. 3 Bedrooms, 
Garage, Large Country 
Lot. $950 Rent plus 
Deposit. References 
Required. Call 815-761-
9568. (ALL05152024)

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

601 601 
VEHICLES/VEHICLES/
TRAILERS FOR SALETRAILERS FOR SALE

Airstream Travel Trailer 
for Sale. Because of 
health issues, we are 
selling our beloved 
1998 Excella 500 travel 
trailer. It is 31’ long and 
8-1/2’ wide with all the 
amenities. It sleeps 4 
comfortably with a cozy 
oak interior, double 
Corian sinks & Corian 
counter tops in kitchen 
and bath. It is carpeted 
throughout. It has new 
tires, batteries, newer 
refrigerator, electric 
front jack, and an air 
conditioner/heat pump. 
When not in use, it has 
always been stored 
inside a building, on 
jacks, off the tires. 
Drapes and/or shades 
are at all windows. A 
sliding door closes off 
the side bath. A folding 
door divides the sleeping 
area from the kitchen/
living room area. There is 
a skylight in the galley, as 
well as bath. In the front, 
there are full-width sofa 
with two fold-out tables, 
one which extends out 
to a double, giving more 
room for relaxing/dining. 
In the kitchen is a three-
burner stove, oven and 
microwave. All awnings 
are Zip-Dee brand. 
Stone guards protect 
the front panels from 
rock denting/chipping 
while on the road. This 
is a “must see.” Go 
camping in style. Call 
815-562-4418. $15,000. 
(ALL05222024)

305 305 
GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Ogle County Housing Authority is opening the waiting list for the Housing 
Choice Voucher Program.  This program is a rental assistance program 
that assists extremely low income and very low-income families with their 
rent in the private market.

Applications will be available online beginning Tuesday, June 4, 2024 at 
9:00 am CST.  Applications can be accessed at https://www.waitlistcheck.
com/IL3114.

Applications will be placed in this list according to preference, date, and 
time.  Applicants already on waiting lists for other housing programs must 
apply separately for this program.

Ogle County Housing Authority will accept applications as a reasonable 
accommodation for persons with disabilities at their office, located at 1001 
Pines Road, Suite A, Oregon Illinois 61061 from 9:00am – 3:00 pm CST.  
Please call 815-732-1301 with any questions.

No. 0505
(May 13, 20, 27, June 3, and 10, 2024)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

Class-A CDL
Drivers Wanted

$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to

$33/per hour
Local Trucking 

Company seeking 
full time,

year- round driver to 
haul grain.

815-938-3644
Please

leave message.
09052022

OREGON/MT. MORRIS
Newer 1, 2 & 3 BR APTS.  

Water, sewer, garbage inc.  
w/most units. HOUSES 

some w/garages, all in like 
new condition.  

Starting at $425/mo.
815-734-4348
815-590-2302

1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(next to D&W Garage)

Storage Unit Sizes:
5ʼ x 10ʼ     10ʼ x 10ʼ

10ʼ x 15ʼ  10ʼ x 20ʼ  10ʼx30ʼ

Multi-family  
Garage Sale

 
5835 N. Esther Drive, Byron

Thurs. 5/30 4-7pm  
Fri. 5/31 7am-5pm 

Sat. 6/1 7-11am
Name Brand, Like New - Women’s 

Clothes (10-18), Men’s (M-3XL), 
Household Items, Furniture,  
Outdoor/Lawn items, Tools,  

Antiques.  
Something for everyone.  

Everything priced to SELL!

PI
A

#3
4

Garage sale 
 

6410 W. West Grove Rd.
Mt. Morris 

Wednesday, May 15th 12-5
Thursday, May 16th 9-4

Name Brand clothing men’s xl-3x 
women’s med-plus size girls 4T-7 

boys 3T-6 shoes toys books home 
decor pillows hose reels yard items 
vintage and flea market goods lawn 

sprayer wood chairs table garage 
door opener small table saw older 
gas powered water pump. Lots of 

miscellaneous items. 
Rain or shine. No early birds please.

PI
A

#3
3

Estate/Garage  
Sale

309 West First Street
Mt. Morris, IL
May 18th & 19th

10:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.  
(NO EARLY BIRDS)

Antiques, furniture, 
Knick – Knacks

PIA#32

305 305 
GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES

Recycle
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MARKETPLACE

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

A&T Auction Services, LLC
Travis Cunningham 

(815) 297-4595
Located in Forreston, IL

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds

815-946-4120 
 

Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.

Auctions – Real Estate 
Appraisals

Online Auctions 
Now Available 
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436

Hacksauction.com

Remmer Schuetz  
Auction Service

Case Tractor Collector
5936 S. Watertown Rd.

Ashton, IL
847-878-1491

 

DIGVONNI ‘ONLINE’ AUCTION
Bidding Opens: THURS., MAY 16th @ 8 A.M.

Preview Items: THURS., MAY 16th – 10 A.M. to 2 P.M.
11483 Smith Rd., Winnebago, IL  61088

Offering Savage Model 1899 .30-30 Lever Action 
Rifle; Savage Model 24 .22 over .410 Combo Gun; 
Savage Model 220L 20 Ga. Shotgun; Ammo; Scopes; 
Knives; Upright Air Compressor; Nice Selection Power 
Tools; Fishing Equipment and Tackle; Costume Jewelry; 
Bears, Cubs & Earnhardt Collectibles; Tools; House-
hold; Lawn & Garden; More! 

CLASSIC & ANTIQUE AUTOMOBILE 
COLLECTION 

‘ONLINE’ AUCTION
Bidding Opens: SUN., MAY 26th @ 8 A.M.

Preview Items: FRI., MAY 24th & SAT., MAY 
25th – 10 A.M. to 2 P.M.

Hacks Antique Auction Center
410 W. Third St., Pecatonica, IL  61063

Featuring The George Garner Estate Lifetime 
Collection! 1911 REO Brass Runabout; 1916 REO Six 
7 Passenger (Rare); 1923 Chevrolet Superior Delivery 
Truck; 1923 Chevrolet Superior Utility Coupe; 1928 
Chevrolet AB Sedan; 1961 Chevy Corvair 95 Rampside 
Truck; 1976 Cadillac Eldorado Convertible; 2017 Dodge 
2500 Crew Cab 4x4 Pickup Truck; ‘95 Haul Mark 
Custom Enclosed Car Haul Trailer; Vintage REO Gas 
Engines & Lawn Equipment; Lots of Old Automotive 
Parts & Literature; Specialty Tools & Equipment; Res-
toration; Scale Model Die Cast Cars; Petroleum & Oil 
Cans; Memorabilia; Adv.; Many Other Rare Items.

Hack’s Auction & Realty Service
Greg & Swan Hachmeister, Auctioneers

Pecatonica, IL 815-239-1436
www.hacksauction.com  

I.A.F.L. #44000128

Show& Sell

Browse
& Buy

All in the 
Classifieds!

Place an Ad:
Rochelle News-Leader

815-562-4171
Ogle County Life

815-732-2156

Subscribe:
Rochelle News-Leader
815-562-4171
Ogle County Life
815-732-2156

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-262-3900

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

04092023

Show& Sell

Browse
& Buy

All in the 
Classifieds!

Place an Ad:
Rochelle News-Leader

815-562-4171
Ogle County Life

815-732-2156

Subscribe:
Rochelle News-Leader
815-562-4171
Ogle County Life
815-732-2156
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Storytime at the Library
Join us in person at the library for songs, stories and crafts! 

Ages 2-5. Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Registration required: 815-
645-8611.
Teens: Name That Tune!

Come show off your music knowledge in this fast-paced 
game. See if you can guess the artist and song from different 
genres and decades, and compete against your friends for brag-
ging rights. DJ Kelly will be spinning the tunes. Thursday, May 
16, 6 p.m. Ages 13-18. Registration required: 815-645-8611.
Minute to Win It Games!

Think you can win it, with only a minute? Kids will need 
all their speed, flexibility and strategy to find out! Come 
compete in a variety of silly tasks to see just how skilled 
you are. Saturday, May 18, 10 a.m. Ages 5-9. Registration 
required: 815-645-8611.
Summer Reading Program: Seas the Day!

It’s only fair winds and following seas as we embark on our 
summer reading journey. We’ll travel to far-off destinations, 
meet new people and open our eyes to new ideas—through 
the transportive power of books. Registration opens Monday, 
May 20 for our 2024 Summer Reading Program: Seas the Day!  
You’ll collect badges by logging your reading, completing 
fun activities and attending library programs... for a chance 
to win real prizes. It’s fun.  It’s easy. It’s free!  Register in 
person or with the Beanstack app. 
Young Critics Book Club

Join us for a discussion and hands-on craft/activity all 
about the graphic novel Baloney and Friends by Greg Pizzoli. 
Tuesday, May 21, 6 p.m. Ages 7-9. Registration required: 
815-645-8611.
Tween Scene: Cruise Ship: Portland

Pack you bags, we’re hitting the high seas! Our first shore 
excursion on our tween cruise is Portland, Maine (you know, 
the OTHER Portland). Don’t worry, there are no clouds in 
sight! We’ll enjoy games, crafts and snacks inspired by this 
cozy, artsy city. Ages 10-12. Tuesday, June 4, 6 p.m. Regis-
tration required: 815-645-8611.
Toddler Time: Water Bins

Indulge your little one’s curiosity with a hands-on event just 
for them. Join us on the library lawn for water play featuring 
a variety of sensory bins. Dress to get wet. Friday, June 7, 10 
a.m. Ages 1-4. Registration required: 815-645-8611.
Adult Craft: Resin Wave

Where there’s a will, there’s a wave. Join Joanna at the 
library, Monday, June 10 at 6 p.m., as we learn to make a 
modern mosaic beachscape featuring a textured sea glass sea 
wave and cast in resin. Adults only. Registration opens May 14. 
Holiday Closure/Summer Saturday Hours 

The library will be closed Monday, May 27 for the Memorial 
Day Holiday and beginning Saturday, June 1, the library will 
be open every Saturday from 9 a.m-2 p.m. through Labor Day.

JULIA HULL DISTRICT LIBRARY  
STILLMAN VALLEY The following events are happening at the Mt. 

Morris Senior & Community Center!
Potluck and plant

May 14 at 12:00 pm – Join us for a potluck with 
a spring plant activity.  Bring a dish to pass or $5.00.  
All are welcome!
Trivia and tacos

Do you like to play trivia?  Join us on Thursday, 
May 16th at 6:00.  Start the night off with tacos for 
$2.00 and then $2.00 for five rounds of trivia.  All 
are welcome!
Community Game Night!

Mt. Morris Senior & Community Center has been 

rebranded to include the entire COMMUNITY!  
Come play games on Friday, May 24th with other 
members of the community.  Popcorn will be pro-
vided but feel free to bring a snack to share.  Games 
start at 6:00 pm.
Bus trips

Interested in one of our upcoming bus trips?  Con-
tact Melissa at 815-734-6335 for more information 
or to sign up.  On May 26th  - June 1st we will spend 
7 days and 6 nights on a trip to Mt. Rushmore and 
the Black Hills.  The cost will include motorcoach 
transportation, lodging, 10 meals, all admissions and 
tours, and more!  We will also be taking a trip to New 
Orleans from November 3rd – 9th.

MT. MORRIS SENIOR & COMMUNITY CENTER

BINGO
Monday, May 20th at 5:00 

PM BINGO is back. We hav-
en’t had BINGO since winter 
break, and we’re ready to call 
some numbers! All ages are 
invited to join us Monday, May 
20th at 5pm for a free, fun time 
of games, prizes, and visiting.
Closed for Memorial 
Day

Monday, May 27th Berto-
let Memorial Library will be 
closed Monday, May 27th in 
observance of Memorial Day.
Severe Weather & 
Staying Safe

Tuesday, May 28th at 11:00 
AM We are excited to have 
WTVO Chief Meteorologist 
Candice King teach us all 
about Severe Weather. Sum-
mer may be just around the 
corner, but that doesn’t mean 
the end of severe weather. 
Candice is dedicated not only 
to forecasting weather, but 
also teaching the community 
about that weather. We will 
learn what to look for as severe 
weather approaches and how 
to stay safe until the sun shines 
again! We hope you join us!
May Book of the 
Month

Go As a River by Shelley 

Read: Set on a peach farm in 
Colorado, a young girl in a 
family of men learns how one 
minor decision can change the 
course of one’s life. Stop by 
the circulation desk and pick 
up a copy. 
May Craft

Stop by the circulation desk 
to pick up a kit to make a pretty 
dragonfly to welcome in the 
spring weather. Kits will be 
available May 1st.
Stories with Stacey

Thursdays at 10:00 AM Join 
Miss Stacey for fun stories for 
your toddlers and preschool-
ers!
Card Making

Card Making supplies are 
always available for you to 
create with. Call ahead for 
room availability.
Summer Reading 
Kickoff

Thursday, June 6th at 10:30 
AM Singing at the Library with 
Rich Rubietta will kick off 
our Summer Reading Program 
with high energy, interactive 
music that will have you sing-
ing along!
Summer Reading 
Program

Thursdays, June 13th - July 
18th at 10:30 AM Each week 

of our Summer Reading Pro-
gram will have you on a new 
adventure. Will you be in outer 
space or underwater? Come 
find out!
A to Z Reading 
Challenge

I hope to see you at the 
library choosing a book title 
that starts with “I”! I will have 
several on display for you to 
choose from. Pick one out to 
fill in your A to Z Reading 
Challenge list!
Plastic Recycling

We ask that  you make 
sure plastic is clean with no 
debris in the donation.  *No 
animal feed bags are al-
lowed* Also please remove 
any ziploc-type seals and pa-
per/sticker labels. Thank you 
for your cooperation.
NEW RELEASES: 
Adult Books

Darl ing Girls  by Sal ly 
Hepworth

A Season of Harvest by 
Lauraine Snelling
Picture Book

Farley Farts by Brite Muller
Ten Little Rabbits by Mau-

rice Sendak
DVD

The Shamrock Spitfire
Trolls Band Together

BERTOLET MEMORIAL LIBRARY
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Read, Renew, Repeat!

Summer Reading Program Kick-off 
Party – Thursday, May 16th 4:00-6:00pm. 
Kick of your summer reading with the 
Oregon Public Library. This years Kick 
Off party will be  FOAM fun!  Jason 
Kollum, the bubble guy, will be bringing 
foam to the library lawn.  Registration re-
quested, http://www.oregonpubliclibrary.
com. Brochures for the summer reading 
program will be available and Oregon 
Public Library cardholders may register 
for the youth summer reading program. 
Story Time

(18 months-6 yrs.) Mondays, 10 am. 
Story Time will be taking a break and 
starting back up again on Monday, June 
3. Hope to see you then!
Knit & Crochet is BACK!

Mondays at 1:00pm. This group meets 
every Monday at 1pm and is open to any-
one.  From beginner to expert, all skill 
level are welcome to join.   Bring any 
hand craft and work on it while socializ-
ing.  Need help getting started with your 
knitting project, stop in on a Monday.  
Registration is requested, visit www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com  or call  (815) 
732-2724.
Community Seed Library

Looking to start your garden plan-
ning?  Check out our seed library.  We 
have over 100 packets of all types of 
heirloom seeds, free for anyone.  Stop by 
the library and see for yourself.
 Book Clubs

The Afternoon Book Club meets 
Wednesday, May 15 at 1 pm to discuss 
Vampires of El Norte by Isabel Ca-
nas. Cocktails & Crimes will meet Sun-
day, May 19  at 6 pm at Chrissy’s Corner 
(formerly Messie’s). Is This Just Fantasy? 
Book Club will meet on the 28th of May 
at 7 pm to discuss Deadly Education by 
Naomi Novik. Books on Tap Book Club 
meets Thursday, May 23 at 6 pm at Cork 
& Tap to discuss The Shadow of the Wind 
by Carlos Ruiz Zafon. The 2WBC meets 
Wednesday, June 12 at 12:30  to discuss 
Beloved by Toni Morrison.
Fundamental Yoga

Wednesdays, 9:30 am Functional 
Yin-Yasa - This class is a hybrid of yang 
(active yoga) with yin (passive yoga). 
We will use fundamental yoga postures 

combined with functional movements 
to build strength and warmth followed 
by passive, long held poses to help 
with flexibility and mobility of the joints 
and soft tissues. A yoga mat and blocks 
will be useful props for this class! All 
levels welcome.”  Oregon Library Patrons 
only. Registration required, this class fills 
quickly.  Please call (815) 732-2724 or 
visit www.oregonpubliclibrary.com
Try It Tuesday

Tuesday, May 21st at 1:30pm or 5:30pm 
(Choose your time slot)- Scrapbook Paper 
Wreath. A great way to use new and/or 
old scrapbook paper.  Each participant 
will leave with a wreath they made in 
class. This class is for Oregon Patrons 
Only.  Registration required, please call 
(815) 732-2724 or visit www.oregonpub-
liclibrary.com.
Find A Character Ticket!

What is a Character Ticket? A character 
Ticket represents an image of a character 
from that specific book.  Character Tickets 
will be hidden in various books in the 
children/youth book collection. After 
you check out a book and find a character 
ticket in the book, you may adopt that 
character doll and take it home. Open to 
Oregon Public Library cardholders only. 
May adopt only once. 
Oregon Writers Group

Meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month 
at 10:00am. The OWG is a gathering of 
writers or writer-wannabes who meet to 
support each other and further their own 
writing.  The purpose of the group is to 
help and encourage you in your writ-
ing.  If you need brainstorming ideas, 
we can help suggest ideas or aid with the 
creative process. 
Passport Services

The Oregon Public Library offers 
Passport Application Processing. Pa-
trons seeking Passport Services should 
call the Library prior to their visit to ensure 
that an official processor is available at 
that time and for a checklist of items, you 
will need for the appointment.

OPLD Dial-A-Story & Oregon Public 
Library StoryWalk @Oregon Park West. 
Call 815-732-2724, follow the prompts 
and presto...a story! Current story-The 
Prairie that Nature Built by Mary Beth 
Lorbiecki. At the StoryWalk is Diary of 
a Worm by Doreen Cronin. 

OREGON PUBLIC LIBRARY
Rock River Center is a resource center located at 810 S. 10th Street, Oregon.  

Our activities and trips are open to all ages.  Call our office @ 815-732-3252 
for assistance with Benefit Access Application for a license plate discount, 
Medicare, housing, homemaker service, heating assistance or other things.  
Visit us at www.rockrivercenter.org and like us on Facebook.
Craft Group on May 13

9:00 – 10:00 A.M. Project: “Laced Up” Flower Pots 
Morning Mug Club on May 14

9:00 – 10:30 A.M.
Health through Nutritional Habits on May 15

10:00 – 11:30 A.M. Advanced Registration Requested. 
Vintage Avon Collectibles on May 16

1:00 – 2:00 P.M. Advanced Registration Requested. 
Brain Health on May 20

10:00 – 11:30 A.M. Advanced Registration Requested. 
LIHEAP – HEATING ASSISTANCE

For the 2023-2024 LIHEAP program year applications will follow the 
income limits below. Income limits for 2024 Program Year. Family Size - 
Annual Income. 1 - $29,160. 2 - $39,440. For more details, call Tri-County 
office at 800-323-5434.
2023-2024 NICOR GAS “SHARING” PROGRAM

NICOR GAS sharing program is available to assist those NICOR custom-
ers whose income is above 200% of poverty level and less than 300% of the 
poverty level.  For a 1-person household the 30-day income limit is $3,645; 
2-person household, $4,930, 3-person household; $6,215, etc.  You can apply 
for the NICOR GAS Sharing program at the Rock River Center.  For more 
information or to make an appointment call 800-541-5479 or 815-732-3252.

ROCK RIVER CENTER ACTIVITIES

Renee Barnhart Speaks to Oregon Lions

Renee Barnhart, from the Ogle County Community Mental Health Board, 
was the guest speaker at the Oregon Lions meeting on April 11 at the VFW 
in Oregon. She explained how these eight agencies wisely use our mental 
health dollars for the betterment of those county residents in need. From 
left to right: 708 Board Member Judy Tatlock, Barnhart, Oregon Lion Vice 
President Dr. Tom Champley, and Oregon Lion President Lori Peterson. 
(Courtesy photo)
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