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ROCHELLE — On 
Saturday, the Cinco de Mayo 
Rochelle festival was held 
in the downtown area. The 
event, presented by Ro-
chelle’s Hispanic Commu-
nity Association, was free 
to enter and featured live 
music, dancing, children’s 
activities, Ballet Folklorico, 
a petting zoo, craft vendors, 
food vendors, DJ Sanchez 
Mix and a Quince Pageant.

The event saw sunny 
skies before braving a brief 
storm in the afternoon. Event 
Organizer and Rochelle City 
Councilwoman Rosaelia 
Arteaga said she was en-
couraged by the amount of 
people that came out for the 
start of the event and those 
that braved the storm and 
spent time at the festival 
afterwards.

“Seeing people stick it 
out during the storm and 
come back after it cleared 
up was amazing,” Arteaga 
said. “After things cleared 
up, I watched everybody 
come back. The show went 
on. Watching the vendors 
and families continue even 
after the rain and having it 
be a success was exciting.”

Arteaga said the event 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Lo-
cal taxing bodies have 
had recent conversations 
about a potential incentive 
program to help with a 
shortage of homes in the 
area, Rochelle Mayor John 
Bearrows said April 17.

The taxing bodies in-
clude the City of Rochelle, 
the Rochelle Elementary 
School District, Rochelle 
Township High School 
District, the Flagg-Ro-
chelle Community Park 
District, the Flagg-Ro-
chelle Public Library Dis-
trict, Flagg Township and 
Kishwaukee College. Be-
arrows said two meetings 
have been held thus far 
on the concept and a third 
is planned to clarify the 
mechanics of the potential 
program, who is qualified 
for it and how it will be 
handled internally by the 
taxing bodies.

The potential program 
would be a five-year plan 
and 20 percent of tax 
rebate each year for new 
construction. There would 
also be incentive for buyers 
of existing homes in Ro-
chelle, such as a freeze in 

Local taxing bodies working to potentially offer 
incentive program to combat home shortage
‘I’d like to see this program ready to come before the boards in 60 days’

Local taxing bodies have had recent conversations about a potential incentive program to help with a 
shortage of homes in the area, Rochelle Mayor John Bearrows said April 17.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

property tax rates for five 
years. Incentives could 
also include discounted 
use of local amenities like 
Fairways Golf Course and 
The REC Center, which are 
owned by taxing bodies, 
for participants. 

Bearrows said he feels 
strongly about the home 
shortage in the area and 
wants to incentivize home 
builders and purchasers to 
do those things in Rochelle.

“We should create some 
type of incentive to make 

them want to live here ver-
sus any other town in the 
area,” Bearrows said. “Our 
job is to be good stewards 
of the community, not just 
the tax money. We have to 
lay out a roadmap of how 
we can promote growth 

and development on the 
residential side, which will 
ultimately positively im-
pact our schools, tax base, 
and equalized assessed 
value (EAV).” 

See SHORTAGE pg 2

Cinco de Mayo Rochelle festival held Saturday
‘I like seeing all the happy faces, that’s the most enjoyable part for me’

On Saturday, the Cinco de Mayo Rochelle festival was held in the downtown area. The event, presented by 
Rochelle’s Hispanic Community Association, was free to enter and featured live music, dancing, children’s 
activities, Ballet Folklorico, a petting zoo, craft vendors, food vendors, DJ Sanchez Mix and a Quince Pageant.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

saw a large number of food 
and craft vendors, which may 
require more space in future 
years. The festival featured 
music from Chicago and var-
ious information booths from 
community organizations. 

The event being free is 

one of Arteaga’s favorite 
aspects of it.

“We don’t want to ever 
change the free admission 
aspect,” Arteaga said. “Peo-
ple can bring a picnic if they 
want to and come and enjoy 
everything. I like seeing 

all the happy faces, that’s 
the most enjoyable part for 
me. I liked seeing all of the 
kids at the petting zoo. I just 
wanted to have a minute to 
look at everybody and have 
a snapshot. People are talking 
and eating and spending time 

with family and friends. 
Seeing people come out and 
enjoy it is fulfilling for me. 
Everyone comes together 
and has a good time.”

See CINCO DE 
MAYO page 2
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Visit your local Culver’s restaurant:

Culver’s of Rochelle
1060 Dement Road, Rochelle, IL

(815) 561-9720
culvers.com

06262018

DOUBLE BUTTERBURGER 
WITH CHEESE

FRESH, NEVER 
FROZEN 

MIDWEST 
BEEF COOKED 

AFTER YOU 
ORDER.

8am to 1pm • Sunday, May 12th
at the Rochelle Wildlife Conservation Club

Indoor and covered outdoor seating 
surrounded by nature.

Pancakes, sausage, bacon, scrambled 
eggs, hash-browns and biscuits and gravy

$15 per person | kids 5 and under Free
Need to RSVP to Bob Grace at 815-622-8940 by 5/9

BRUNCHBRUNCH
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25

20
24
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The plan will be made 
public once it is finalized, 
Bearrows said. He’d like 
to see the program ready 
to come before the taxing 
bodies’ boards within 60 
days. The concept has been 
discussed for “well over 
two years,” he said. 

Bearrows said each of 
the taxing bodies have 

been supportive of the 
thought process and pro-
posal. 

“For all of our taxing 
bodies, no one would ever 
take in less revenue than 
they are earning today,” 
Bearrows said. “If you 
are talking about new 
construction, the farmland 
that could be developed or 
areas that could be build-
able, they’re receiving a 

base tax rate today. This 
program would never 
take any tax money away. 
What I prefer to think of 
is, this is a way that we as 
good stewards and elected 
officials can make a com-
mitment to the longevity, 
growth and promotion of 
our local community. As 
we bring more residents 
in, our EAV goes up and 
hopefully our tax rate can 
go down. We want to bring 
new people in and do it in 
a way that’s a benefit to 
existing residents.”

Bearrows said the clo-
sure of May Elementary 
School in recent years 
due to declining enroll-
ment numbers was “very 
discouraging” from his 
perspective and is one of 
the reasons he’d like to 
see the home incentive 
program move forward.

“That’s not the sign 
of a community that’s 
growing,” Bearrows said. 
“We need to do something 
that’s proactive to make 
our community grow and 
we can reopen that school 
and get the numbers up 
for our school districts 
and with new construction 
have our young people stay 

here. Currently, there’s no 
housing to allow for that. 
It’s very limited. My hope 
is this program will help 
correct that problem.”

If it goes forward, Bear-
rows expects the housing 
incentive program to start 
with a small portion of 
lots and developments, 
due to conversations he’s 
had with developers. That 
wouldn’t make for a large 
burden on taxing bodies 
when they cut checks back 
to homeowners or the buy-
ers of a new home for their 
portion of property taxes.

From Jan. 1, 2023 to 
about a month ago, the city 
saw two building permits 
for residential. Bearrows 
said his hope once the 
program and “several other 
ancillary programs” are 
put into place. that there 
would be around 12 new 
homes per year.

“If 50 percent of those 
are local folks that build a 
new house because of the 
incentives, that opens up 
existing homes for new 
owners,” Bearrows said. 
“Let’s say a home has 
an established value and 
someone’s been there a 
long time and the tax bill 

is $3,500 a year, when that 
home sells, maybe the tax 
bill based on current rates 
could become $5,500 a 
year. Instead of having that 
rate go up, we could poten-
tially freeze that rate for 
a five-year period for the 
existing home. There’s an 
incentive for someone to 
build a new house, and also 
an incentive for someone 
to move here and buy an 
existing home from anoth-
er area. They’ll have a huge 
benefit for five years. It 
gives us something to offer 
that no other community is 
offering. In today’s world, 
it’s all about incentivizing. 
That’s the mindset we 
have to have and we have 
to market our community 
as a great place to live. It 
is, but we have to give a 
little extra.”

When asked about po-
tential areas in town that 
could lend themselves well 
to new homes, Bearrows 
mentioned land north and 
west of 20th Street, on 
Veterans Parkway, and in 
the Lake Lida area.

The city works to in-
centivize employers to 
bring their businesses to 
Rochelle, and Bearrows 

said he wants to make sure 
having available housing 
for those businesses’ em-
ployees goes hand in hand 
with that to bring their 
spending and families to 
town as well to help with 
sales tax and school enroll-
ment numbers.

City Manager Jeff 
Fiegenschuh stressed an 
importance of a multi-
pronged approach to 
housing and focusing on 
apartment and multi-fam-
ily housing, along with 
single-family. 

“It’s an issue nation-
wide,” Fiegenschuh said. 
“Locally, one of the things 
we can do to try to offset 
the increase in interest 
rates and housing costs is to 
provide a rebate on taxes. 
And nobody is losing any-
thing. If there’s a piece of 
vacant ground and some-
one comes in and builds a 
$350,000 house on that, 
why not rebate those taxes 
back? Because you’re not 
losing anything. You’re 
getting nothing now. But 
after that five years, then 
you get that full tax benefit 
and you have another per-
son living and shopping in 
your community.”

SHORTAGE: Bearrows discusses potential action to improve housing

From page 1

Arteaga said she spoke 
with a number of vendors 
that sold out during the 
Cinco de Mayo event, 
even with the storm. The 
event has been held in 
some form in Rochelle 

for over 10 years, and 
Cinco de Mayo events are 
starting to become more 
common in surrounding 
towns, she said. 

“It’s exciting to have so 
much interest from ven-
dors,” Arteaga said. “I’ve 
wanted it to grow. I want 

everyone to enjoy that 
experience and sell out 
of what they were selling. 
People want to come and 
with that we’ll need more 
space and new ideas.”

The Cinco De Mayo 
Rochelle event takes 
“months of work” to put 

on, Arteaga said, including 
booking performers and 
working with vendors. 
Planning for next year’s 
Cinco de Mayo event is 
already underway and the 
organization’s La Fiesta 
Hispana event will take 
place in the fall on Sept. 

14.
“I think Rochelle has 

always been inviting of 
different cultures and cele-
brations,” Arteaga said. “I 
think our Hispanic popu-
lation feels comfortable 
and safe. I think people 
are feeling more confident 

in attending and being 
involved as vendors and 
in our business commu-
nity and to be involved in 
other events. It’s feeling 
welcomed and a part of 
the community. We want 
everybody involved and 
together.”

The event saw sunny skies before braving a brief storm in the afternoon. Event Organizer and Rochelle City Councilwoman Rosaelia Arteaga said she was encouraged 
by the amount of people that came out for the start of the event and those that braved the storm and spent time at the festival afterwards.

(PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)

CINCO DE MAYO: Annual celebration held in downtown area on Saturday
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We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level

Reduce appetite 

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

ROCHELLE — Mi-
chael John Vanderpool, age 
82 passed away on Sunday, 
May 5, 2024 in the presence 
of his family and the loving 
hands of Serenity Hospice 
and his Lord and Savior.  
He was born on January 
10, 1942, the son of Carroll 
and Ruth (Hayes) Vander-
pool. Growing up Michael 
worked on the family farm 
and was credited with mak-
ing the straightest rows of 
anyone.  

Michael always took 
pride in whatever he was 
involved in, including work-
ing 40 years as a Fork Lift 
Operator at Del Monte, 
where he retired. He also 
loved fast cars and bought 
many new cars in his life-

time, including his pride 
and joy, a 1971 Pontiac 
Judge. Michael also en-
joyed Nascar, Wrestling, 
and had a fantastic album 
collection, including some 
of his favorites, Johnny Cash 
and, of course, Elvis.  He 
loved spending time with 
his family, rarely missing a 
family gathering, especially 
if there was going to be 
“The Famous” Chicken & 
Noodles prepared by his 
sister Carol.  That was his 
favorite!  

Michael is survived by a 
son, Steven Otten; brother, 
Richard (Claudia) Vander-
pool; sister, Carol Anne 
Capes, and many nieces and 
nephews.  He was preceded 
in death by his parents and 2 

sisters.  Per his wishes, there 
will be no public services.  In 
lieu of flowers, memorials 
may be sent to Serenity Hos-
pice and Home,1658 IL-2, 
Oregon, IL 61061.  Burial at 
Whiterock Cemetery.  Un-
ger Horner Funeral Home 
is assisting the family with 
arrangements.  Guest book 
at www.UngerHorner.com 

OBITUARIES

Michael John Vanderpool
GALESBURG  — 

Gene Benton Endthoff, 
91, of Galesburg, Illinois, 
died at 8:08 p.m. Thursday, 
May 2, 2024 at Seminary 
Manor, Galesburg.

Gene was born Decem-
ber 16, 1932 in Ladysmith, 
Wisconsin, the son of 
Benton and Clara (Haasl) 
Endthoff.  Gene married 
Betty Lou Hill on June 17, 
1951 in Rochelle, Illinois.  
He went on to serve in the 
US Army from January 6, 
1953 until he was honor-
ably discharged on January 
5, 1955, attaining the rank 
of Sergeant.  Gene worked 
as a building official for 
Rochelle, Illinois for many 
years and later as a building 
official for Odessa, Texas.  
He last worked as the 
Director of Codes for the 
National Fire Sprinkler As-
sociation, retiring in 2005.

Gene is survived by 
one daughter, Susan Hite 

of Galesburg; one son, 
Dan (Laura) Endthoff 
of Galesburg; and seven 
grandchildren.  Gene is 
preceded in death by his 
beloved wife of 71 years, 
Betty on September 12, 
2022; two sons, Thomas 
Gene in 1958 and Robb 
Gene on December 20, 
2017; and one sister.

Having a mind for de-
sign and construction, 
Gene enjoyed building 
many different things from 
homes to model trains.  He 
was passionate about fire 
sprinklers saving lives 
and retrofitted two of his 
homes with fire sprinklers. 
Always having enjoyed 
watching trains, Galesburg 
proved a great fit.  He loved 
history and studied World 
War II extensively.  Gene 
also enjoyed reading and 
later listening to book by 
his favorite author Louis 
L’Amour.

Cremation will be ac-
corded.  Graveside ser-
vices will be 10:00 a.m. 
Saturday, May 11, 2024 at 
Lawnridge Cemetery, Ro-
chelle, Illinois.  Arrange-
ments have been entrusted 
to Watson Thomas Funeral 
Home and Crematory, 
Galesburg.  Memorial con-
tributions may be directed 
to Wounded Warriors or St. 
Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital.  Online expres-
sions of sympathy may be 
sent to the family at www.
watsonthomas.com.  

Gene Benton Endthoff

ROCHELLE — On 
May 2 at 5:19 a.m. Alfredo 
Ayarde Chacon, 31, of Rock-
ford was cited for speeding 
49 miles per hour in a 39 
miles per hour zone. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a May 24 
Rochelle court date. 

On May 2 at 11:02 p.m. 
Aiden J. Pero, 20, of Syca-
more was cited for speeding. 
He signed a promise to com-
ply and was given a May 24 
Rochelle court date. 

On May 3 at 2:35 p.m. 
Avery C. Ayuld, 18, of Mon-
roe, Wisconsin was cited 
for speeding 63 miles per 
hour in a 40 miles per hour 
zone. She signed a promise 
to comply and was given a 
May 24 Rochelle court date. 

On May 3 at 11:22 p.m. 
Ronnie E. Ciganek, 37, of 
Kings was arrested for driv-
ing while license suspended. 
He was released on a notice 
to appear with a May 24 
Rochelle court date. 

On May 3 at 10:02 a.m. 
Luis A. Rivas-Gamez, 33, of 
DeKalb was cited for speed-
ing. He signed a promise to 
comply and was given a May 
24 Rochelle court date. 

On May 3 at 6:11 p.m. 
Gabrielle A. Engebret-

son-Carrell, 18, of Rochelle 
was arrested for domestic 
battery and transferred. 

On May 3 at 6:44 p.m. 
Jennifer N. Smith, 42, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
aggravated retail theft and 
criminal trespass to property. 
She was released on a notice 
to appear with a May 24 Ogle 
County court date. 

On May 4 at 1:52 a.m. 
Ryan J. Whitaker, 31, of 
Creston was arrested for 
possession of controlled sub-
stance. He was released on a 
notice to appear with a May 
24 Ogle County court date. 

On May 4 at 3:05 a.m. 
Jaden L. Joseph, 20, of 
Franklin Grove was arrested 
for two counts of felony 
possession of a controlled 
substance and possession of 
ammunition without a FOID 
card. He was released on a 
notice to appear with a June 
7 Ogle County court date. 

On May 4 at 1:02 p.m. 
Kimberly M. Hall, 57, of 
Paw Paw was arrested for 
retail theft. She was released 
on a notice to appear with a 
May 24 Ogle County court 
date. 

On May 4 at 4:06 p.m. 
Rodrigo E. Villa-Alvardo, 
20, of Hanover Park was 
cited for speeding. He signed 
a promise to comply and 
was given a June 7 Rochelle 
court date. 

On May 4 at 9:59 p.m. 
Christian M. Rivas, 36, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
illegal transportation of al-
cohol-passenger. He signed 
a promise to comply and 
was given a June 7 Rochelle 
court date.

On May 5 at 11:13 a.m. 
Hilario Rodriguez, 53, of 
Ingleside was cited for 

speeding 62 miles per hour 
in a 40 miles per hour zone. 
He signed a promise to com-
ply and was given a June 7 
Rochelle court date.

On May 5 at 1:07 p.m. 
Karson A. Manukas, 25, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
disobeying a stop sign. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a June 7 Ro-
chelle court date.

On May 5 at 1:35 p.m. 
Marcelino Arreola, 71, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
speeding 61 miles per hour 
in a 40 miles per hour zone. 
He signed a promise to com-
ply and was given a June 7 
Rochelle court date.

On May 5 at 2:36 p.m. 
Ivan Garcia Leyva, 24, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
speeding 65 miles per hour 
in a 45 miles per hour zone. 
He signed a promise to com-
ply and was given a June 7 
Rochelle court date.

On May 5 at 11:14 p.m. 
Joshua M. Holton, 29, of 
Rochelle was arrested on an 
outstanding Illinois Depart-
ment of Corrections warrant 
and transferred. 

On May 6 at 2:57 a.m. 
Anthony P. Boudreau, 65, 
of Rochelle was arrested on 
an outstanding Ogle County 
warrant and transferred. 

On May 5 at 5:16 p.m. 
Maria P. Fernandez, 49, 
of Belvidere was cited for 
speeding. She signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a June 7 Rochelle 
court date.

On May 6 at 12:13 p.m. 
Jonna B. Shaw of Rochelle 
was arrested on an outstand-
ing Ogle County warrant and 
transferred. 

All individuals are inno-
cent until proven guilty. 

OREGON — On May 
3 at approximately 7:49 
a.m. deputies conducted 
a traffic stop within the 
110-mile marker of Inter-
state 39 northbound. After 
an investigation, depu-
ties placed Malayiah R. 
Stewart, 20, of Rockford, 
under arrest for driving 
while license suspended. 
Stewart was released from 
the scene with a notice to 
appear in court.

On May 3 at approxi-
mately 7:36 p.m. deputies 
initiated a traffic stop near 
the intersection of Illinois 
Route 64 and Daysville 
Road. After further investi-
gation, Juan Gutierrez-Or-
daz, 42, of Rockford, was 
placed under arrest for driv-
ing while license suspend-
ed. Gutierrez-Ordaz was 
also cited for operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle, 
suspended registration, and 
expired registration. Guti-
errez-Ordaz was released 
on a notice to appear.

On May 3 at 9:41 p.m. 
deputies checked a vehicle 
in the area of East Illinois 
Route 38 and Thorpe Road 
that was parked at a rest 
area. After a brief investi-
gate Joshua Seaton, 29, of 
Rochelle, was placed under 
arrest for aggravated driv-
ing under the influence of 
alcohol and driving while 
license suspended. Seaton 
was released with a notice 

to appear court date.
On May 3 at approxi-

mately 5:27 p.m. deputies, 
with assistance from the 
Polo Fire and EMS, re-
sponded to the intersection 
of US 52 and Freeport Road 
for a reported two-vehicle 
crash with no injuries. 
Upon investigation, it was 
determined that the driver 
of a yellow pickup truck, 
Benjamin Horn, 25, of 
Brooklyn, Wisconsin, was 
traveling northbound and 
made a complete stop at 
US 52 & Freeport Road 
before proceeding through 
the intersection. At that 
time, a vehicle traveling 
westbound on US 52 driven 
by Samuel Decrane, 27, of 
Dixon, struck the vehicle 
in the intersection, causing 
both vehicles to leave the 
roadway, coming to a rest in 
the ditch. Horn was issued a 
citation for failure to yield.

On May 4 at 9:34 p.m. 
deputies were dispatched 
to the 300 block of Errett 
Road in Hillcrest for a 
report of a domestic distur-
bance. After a brief inves-
tigation, deputies arrested 
Noe G. Rosas, 32, of Hill-
crest, for domestic battery. 
Rosas was transported to 
the Ogle County Jail where 
he was held pending a court 
appearance before a judge.

On May 4 at 6:15 p.m. 
deputies conducted a traffic 
stop at South 4th Street and 

Webster Street in Oregon. 
As a result, Michael A On-
ley-Carr, 30, of Winneba-
go, was arrested for driving 
while license suspended. 
Onley-Carr was additional-
ly issued a citation for oper-
ating a motor vehicle with 
registration suspended. 
Onley-Carr was released 
on a notice to appear with 
a future court date.

On May 4 at approxi-
mately 8:51 p.m. deputies 
performed a traffic stop in 
the 16,000 block of East 
Ritchie Road. Through the 
course of the investigation, 
it was determined that 
the driver, Eduardo Vale-
rio-Ibarra, 45, of Rockford, 
was driving under the 
influence of alcohol. Vale-
rio-Ibarra was arrested for 
driving under the influence. 
Valerio-Ibarra was also 
issued a citation for no 
tail lights. Valerio-Ibarra 
was released with a notice 
to appear.

On May 6 at approx-
imately 10:15 a.m. dep-
uties arrested Luis Sian 
Arroyo, 23, of Cliff-
side Park, New Jersey at 
the Ogle County Court-
house. He was arrested on 
an outstanding warrant for 
speeding. There was no 
bond on the warrant. Sian 
Arroyo appeared in court, 
was released, and will 
appear in court again on 
June 12 at 9 a.m.

ROCHELLE POLICE DEPARTMENT

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT
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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Theresa Crystal of Rochelle served in 
the United States Army from 1978-1982. 

After enlisting right out of high school, Crystal did her basic 
training in South Carolina at Fort Jackson. She then spent 
time at Fort Meade in Maryland, before spending two years 
at the 97th General Hospital in Frankfurt, Germany. Crystal 
finished up her service at Fort Belvoir in Virginia and was 
honorably discharged in 1982 as an E-5 sergeant, the highest 
rank she could achieve in four years.

“I came from an inner-city family with limited means,” 
Crystal said. “My reason for joining the military was to get 
my education paid for and the experience. Traveling to Eu-
rope was something I wanted to do. I knew there were Army 
stations over there. And I was able to travel all over Europe.”

While stationed at the 97th General Hospital in Germany, 
Crystal worked in personnel management for the Army. She 
worked out of the headquarters office and was involved in 
guiding those interested in promotions, and wrote awards 
and commendations. 

“If people were wounded or had done something heroic, 
the commanding officer would write an outline for me and 
I’d write an essay out of it,” Crystal said. “I wrote the incident 
into a narrative that would be read to families and headquarters 
at celebrations for awards.”

Crystal has used that experience in her current career as 
a teacher at Rochelle Middle School, where she’s been for 
22 years. She tells her students how their skills learned in 
school could be put to work in a number of ways, including 
in the military.

Crystal was raised in Minneapolis, Minnesota and was 
one of five kids. Her father and brother both served in the 
military as well. 

“My parents asked me what I was going to do when I turned 
18,” Crystal said. “There’s nothing wrong with becoming an 
independent adult and the military is one way to do that. It’s a 
benefit to your life. The good thing about the military is you 
learn how to have grit and deal with things in life. It makes 
you strong. I knew the military would do that for me. That’s 
something I’ve carried through my entire life. I don’t know 

that I could have made it through college successfully and 
as well as I did without my military experience. The military 
gave me so many things.”

Crystal chose the Army because of the chance to end up in 
Europe. She tested well and was able to achieve her goal of 
office work in Europe. Prior to that in her basic training, she 
learned combat and self-defense, and learned weapons skills. 

Crystal stood four-foot-10 and weighed 90 pounds when 
she enlisted in the military, which concerned her parents. She 
didn’t meet the height or weight requirements for the Army, 
and was able to get waivers for both, which isn’t common. 
And after those hurdles, she still had to make it through basic 
training. 

“And I did make it,” Crystal said. “You have to be a qualified 
soldier. The drill sergeants saw I had a hard time doing things 
like reaching ropes and I was assigned a partner to help with 
things like that. God’s grace is always with us. Looking back, 
I see how God’s hand has always been in my life. I was very 
blessed to have help along the way. I was a scrawny little kid 
and I had no muscle. I gained 20 pounds in eight weeks after 
joining the military. I became strong and agile and I learned 
self defense. I used that in a few situations as a young single 
woman. I’ve stayed fit all my life. I still get up at 4 a.m. and 
exercise faithfully. It’s been 40 years now. I’m still fit, happy, 
energetic and grateful for where I started.”

After her service, Crystal spent time in the Kansas City 
area where she went to college and attained a business degree 
with her Army education benefits. After having children, she 
got her education degree as well and is currently finishing up 
her second master’s degree. 

“The state was giving out grants to veterans for education,” 
Crystal said. “I took advantage of that. I’m going to retire next 
year. It’s fun dealing with teenagers. I enjoy teaching and 
making a difference. I’m a really strict teacher, but it works 
when you see the results in kids.”

Crystal’s travel in Europe during her service included stops 
in Germany of Munich and Heidelberg. She also traveled to 
Switzerland, Holland and France. She saw sights of Okto-
berfest in Munich and The Louvre Museum and the Mona 
Lisa in France. Her time in Europe inspired her to learn more 
about history.

Crystal also got the opportunity to learn about the inner 

Rochelle’s Crystal served in the U.S. Army from 1978-1982

Theresa Crystal of Rochelle served in the United States Army from 1978-1982. After enlisting right out of high school, Crystal did her basic training in South Carolina at Fort Jackson. She then spent time at Fort Meade in Maryland, 
before spending two years at the 97th General Hospital in Frankfurt, Germany. 
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workings of the military. When stationed in Virginia, she was 
near Washington D.C. and the Pentagon. 

“I saw the political side of the military,” Crystal said. “And 
I got to see the historic sites up and down the east coast. I 
wasn’t the best student when I learned these things for the first 
time. The things I saw in my time in the military deepened 
my love and understanding of our own country. I learned a 
lot about the military and its background and what it takes 
to protect our country. There’s no place like home. Even 
though Europe is beautiful, there’s no place like America. 
We have the freedom to be whatever we want, and that’s 
not true everywhere.”

The military gave Crystal skills for the rest of her life, name-
ly discipline, which she now instills in her students at RMS. 

“I learned to do the little things before getting to the big 
things,” Crystal said. “I’m a math teacher, so I use that in 
my classes. You have to learn how to deal with fractions 
before you can solve equations. It’s the little things and life 
builds on itself. You may think you can skip the little stuff, 
but you can’t.”

Honoring Our American Hero is a series that will print 
twice a month in the News-Leader. If you know an American 
Hero you would like to have featured, contact Jeff Helfrich 
at jhelfrich@rochellenews-leader.com or call 815-561-2151.

“There’s nothing wrong with becoming an independent adult and 
the military is one way to do that. It’s a benefit to your life. The 
good thing about the military is you learn how to have grit and 
deal with things in life. It makes you strong. I knew the military 
would do that for me...”

Theresa Crystal
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ROCHELLE — Theresa Crystal of Rochelle served in 
the United States Army from 1978-1982. 

After enlisting right out of high school, Crystal did her basic 
training in South Carolina at Fort Jackson. She then spent 
time at Fort Meade in Maryland, before spending two years 
at the 97th General Hospital in Frankfurt, Germany. Crystal 
finished up her service at Fort Belvoir in Virginia and was 
honorably discharged in 1982 as an E-5 sergeant, the highest 
rank she could achieve in four years.

“I came from an inner-city family with limited means,” 
Crystal said. “My reason for joining the military was to get 
my education paid for and the experience. Traveling to Eu-
rope was something I wanted to do. I knew there were Army 
stations over there. And I was able to travel all over Europe.”

While stationed at the 97th General Hospital in Germany, 
Crystal worked in personnel management for the Army. She 
worked out of the headquarters office and was involved in 
guiding those interested in promotions, and wrote awards 
and commendations. 

“If people were wounded or had done something heroic, 
the commanding officer would write an outline for me and 
I’d write an essay out of it,” Crystal said. “I wrote the incident 
into a narrative that would be read to families and headquarters 
at celebrations for awards.”

Crystal has used that experience in her current career as 
a teacher at Rochelle Middle School, where she’s been for 
22 years. She tells her students how their skills learned in 
school could be put to work in a number of ways, including 
in the military.

Crystal was raised in Minneapolis, Minnesota and was 
one of five kids. Her father and brother both served in the 
military as well. 

“My parents asked me what I was going to do when I turned 
18,” Crystal said. “There’s nothing wrong with becoming an 
independent adult and the military is one way to do that. It’s a 
benefit to your life. The good thing about the military is you 
learn how to have grit and deal with things in life. It makes 
you strong. I knew the military would do that for me. That’s 
something I’ve carried through my entire life. I don’t know 

that I could have made it through college successfully and 
as well as I did without my military experience. The military 
gave me so many things.”

Crystal chose the Army because of the chance to end up in 
Europe. She tested well and was able to achieve her goal of 
office work in Europe. Prior to that in her basic training, she 
learned combat and self-defense, and learned weapons skills. 

Crystal stood four-foot-10 and weighed 90 pounds when 
she enlisted in the military, which concerned her parents. She 
didn’t meet the height or weight requirements for the Army, 
and was able to get waivers for both, which isn’t common. 
And after those hurdles, she still had to make it through basic 
training. 

“And I did make it,” Crystal said. “You have to be a qualified 
soldier. The drill sergeants saw I had a hard time doing things 
like reaching ropes and I was assigned a partner to help with 
things like that. God’s grace is always with us. Looking back, 
I see how God’s hand has always been in my life. I was very 
blessed to have help along the way. I was a scrawny little kid 
and I had no muscle. I gained 20 pounds in eight weeks after 
joining the military. I became strong and agile and I learned 
self defense. I used that in a few situations as a young single 
woman. I’ve stayed fit all my life. I still get up at 4 a.m. and 
exercise faithfully. It’s been 40 years now. I’m still fit, happy, 
energetic and grateful for where I started.”

After her service, Crystal spent time in the Kansas City 
area where she went to college and attained a business degree 
with her Army education benefits. After having children, she 
got her education degree as well and is currently finishing up 
her second master’s degree. 

“The state was giving out grants to veterans for education,” 
Crystal said. “I took advantage of that. I’m going to retire next 
year. It’s fun dealing with teenagers. I enjoy teaching and 
making a difference. I’m a really strict teacher, but it works 
when you see the results in kids.”

Crystal’s travel in Europe during her service included stops 
in Germany of Munich and Heidelberg. She also traveled to 
Switzerland, Holland and France. She saw sights of Okto-
berfest in Munich and The Louvre Museum and the Mona 
Lisa in France. Her time in Europe inspired her to learn more 
about history.

Crystal also got the opportunity to learn about the inner 
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workings of the military. When stationed in Virginia, she was 
near Washington D.C. and the Pentagon. 

“I saw the political side of the military,” Crystal said. “And 
I got to see the historic sites up and down the east coast. I 
wasn’t the best student when I learned these things for the first 
time. The things I saw in my time in the military deepened 
my love and understanding of our own country. I learned a 
lot about the military and its background and what it takes 
to protect our country. There’s no place like home. Even 
though Europe is beautiful, there’s no place like America. 
We have the freedom to be whatever we want, and that’s 
not true everywhere.”

The military gave Crystal skills for the rest of her life, name-
ly discipline, which she now instills in her students at RMS. 

“I learned to do the little things before getting to the big 
things,” Crystal said. “I’m a math teacher, so I use that in 
my classes. You have to learn how to deal with fractions 
before you can solve equations. It’s the little things and life 
builds on itself. You may think you can skip the little stuff, 
but you can’t.”

Honoring Our American Hero is a series that will print 
twice a month in the News-Leader. If you know an American 
Hero you would like to have featured, contact Jeff Helfrich 
at jhelfrich@rochellenews-leader.com or call 815-561-2151.

“There’s nothing wrong with becoming an independent adult and 
the military is one way to do that. It’s a benefit to your life. The 
good thing about the military is you learn how to have grit and 
deal with things in life. It makes you strong. I knew the military 
would do that for me...”

Theresa Crystal
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The Rochelle News-Leader 
encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest 

to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to 

avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must 
bear the handwritten signature of 
the writer and include address and 

phone number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. Neither the 
street address nor phone number 

will be printed. Letters should 

be typed or legibly handwritten, 
and no anonymous letters will be 

published. Any letters from boards 
or organizations must include at 

least one name of an individual. Any 
criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly 

to their position or actions made in 
office, as personal attacks will not be 
published. Letters involving private 

disputes between the writer and 
a business will not be published. 

Political endorsements will be 

published, however letters from 
candidates endorsing themselves 
will not be printed. Letters may be 
dropped at the News-Leader office 
(211 IL Route 38 East), mailed to the 
News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 

IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@
rochellenews-leader.com.) The 

News-Leader reserves the right to 
edit or reject any letter to the editor 

for any reason, and letters chosen 
for publication do not necessarily 

reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso                bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us       

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Trisha Vaughn                                tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey  dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta  sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
Jennifer Thompson            jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas   bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger  brent.ohlinger@rthsd212.org
Laurie Pillen     laurie.pillen@rthsd212.org
Joel Thompson                joel.thompson@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Kristi Gonzales       kgonzales@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
Eileen Braski           ebraski@hillcrestil.us
Joe Thompson                      jthompson@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

2024 is off to a great 
start in Rochelle. 
Our team at the 

city is overseeing many 
projects and initiatives 
are transforming 2024 
into one of our most pro-
ductive years during my 
tenure.  During the last city 
council meeting, our staff 
presented the proposed 
concepts for the down-
town improvements being 
funded in part through a 
State of Illinois downtown 
improvement grant and 
alternate revenue bonds.  
The project includes a 
downtown gathering fa-
cility that will allow for 
outdoor events, resur-

facing of parking lots, 
redevelopment of blighted 
properties, new sidewalks 
and undergrounding of 
utilities. A huge thank 
you to the committee of 
staff and council members 
worked to develop and 
bring this great project to 
fruition.  

The Community De-
velopment department 
created an arts committee 
made up of residents and 
business owners to help 
create more public art in 
our downtown and other 
public spaces. This group 
of dedicated individuals 
has brought a lot of great 
ideas to our attention.  One 

of our first areas of focus 
will be the empty lot on 4th 
Avenue next to Midwest-
ern Clothing Company.

Our utility departments 
continue making 
major investments 
in infrastructure.  
The planned im-
provements in-
clude the design 
work for a new 
substation on the 
west end of Ro-
chelle on Illinois 
Route 38, the con-
struction of a new 
138Kv line that will tie 
all RMU substations to-
gether to reduce outages, 
the design and beginning 

construction of a new iron 
removal water treatment 
plant at Caron Road, 
continued updates to the 
Wastewater Treatment 

Plant and cleaning 
and repainting of 
the water tower 
located on Illinois 
Route 251 at the 
overpass.   

O u r  P u b l i c 
Works and en-

gineering depart-
ments have numer-
ous storm sewer 
and street improve-

ment projects planned this 
year including the recon-
struction and signalization 
of the 20th Street and Flagg 

Road intersection, bridge 
improvements at 7th Ave-
nue and Kyte Creek, re-
building numerous alleys 
throughout the town and 
the cap and closure of Unit 
1 at the Rochelle Landfill.  

Finally, with pend-
ing retirements in 2024 
our team is implement-
ing several departmental 
consolidations. These 
changes will improve our 
core service delivery, em-
ployee safety and provide 
a better return on invest-
ment to our taxpayers and 
rate payers.  I believe in 
our team at the city and 
am proud to serve with 
everyone.  Thank you to 

our entire staff.  Rochelle 
is served by a group of 
dedicated people who 
work to put the communi-
ty first and deliver services 
impartially. 

“Do or do not, there is 
no try.” -Yoda

“Your focus determines 
your reality” -Qui-Gon 
Jinn

“It’s every citizen’s 
duty to challenge their 
leaders, to keep them 
honest and hold them ac-
countable if they’re not.” 
-Ahsoka Tano

Jeffrey A. Fiegenschuh, 
ICMA-CM, MPA, is the 
city manager of the City 
of Rochelle.

FIRST, let’s look 
at some statistics.  
United States 

pregnancy rates declined 
between 2010 and 2019.  
They continue to decline 
in this current decade.  It 
has been a trend at least 
since 1991 according to 
the CDC.   Below are 
statistics provided by 
the CDC for the decade 
mentioned.  They are 
from the site: https://
www.cdc.gov/nchs/press-
room/nchs_press_releas-
es/2023/20230412.htm.

Report findings: The 
total estimated number 
of pregnancies declined 
by 9% from 6,069,000 
pregnancies in 2010 to 
5,507,000 in 2019.

The overall pregnancy 
rate (per 1,000 women 
aged 15–44) was 97.3 in 
2010 and 85.6 in 2019, a 
12% decline.

Unintended pregnancy 
rates declined by 15%, 
from 42.1 (per 1,000 
women aged 15–44) in 
2010 to 35.7 in 2019.

From 2010–2019, the 
percentage of pregnancies 
ending in live birth and of 
those ending in loss each 
increased 3%, while preg-
nancies ending in abortion 
declined 17%.

Overall pregnancy rates 
and unintended pregnancy 

rates for teens ages 15-19 
declined by more than half 
(52%) from 2010–2019.

Unintended pregnan-
cy rates declined from 
2010 to 2019 by 23% 
among Hispanic women, 
17% among non-Hispan-
ic women of races other 
than Black or White, 12% 
among Black, non-His-
panic women, and 11% 
among White, non-His-
panic women.

I found this informa-
tion as I was trying to 
determine why so many 
politicians and Supreme 
Court judges were against 
Roe vs. Wade and why it 
was overturned.  Also, 
why did it take so many 
conservative judges to 
get it overturned?  There 
has been a push towards 
the elimination of Roe vs. 
Wade for many years, but 
it was not overturned until 
the scales were dramati-
cally tipped in that court.

I realize that most re-
ligious people have been 
against this ruling for 
many years and I under-
stand why.  It is obvious, 
however, that the citizens 
that were and are for Roe 
vs. Wade far outweigh 
those that are not.  Those 
that are for it, I believe, 
have many reasons why.  
Many states that decided 

to change their own laws 
because of this ruling have 
changed the fundamental 
rights of women.  Some 
states have eliminated 
the right of women to do 
anything to prevent them 
having a baby, having a 
healthy baby, and even 
the right to live so they 
may have a healthy baby.  
Can the latter be seen as a 
matter of an eye for an eye, 
i.e. mother’s life for the 
baby’s, even if the baby 
may be born unhealthy?

So I looked at 
these statistics 
and wondered if 
there was a reason 
for this negativity 
against Roe vs. 
Wade that may 
be found in them.  
When you look 
at them overall, 
there may be just 
that.  Of course, this is only 
my opinion and you, the 
reader, may have another, 
but it is worth pondering 
over.  Could the birth rate, 
continuing to decline, be a 
cause of the ruling?  May-
be some are worried that a 
declining birth rate is bad 
for the country?  Would the 
decline offset the mix of 
ethnicity in this country?  
Maybe it’s just better to 
have a rising birth rate.

Yet, if this is the answer 

to all the turmoil, wouldn’t 
we then be considering 
laws that are opposite 
to but indeed similar to 
China’s former laws?  
They made laws to pre-
vent women from having 
too many babies and, in 
addition, too many of a 
particular gender.  Here, 
aren’t we making laws 
to force women to have 
babies?  I really don’t be-
lieve this but why then are 
they making these laws.  It 
can’t be because they want 

to control women 
or make sure they 
stay home and out 
of the work force?  
And it can’t be 
a religious issue 
because religion 
should stay out of 

politics, right?
If it’s not a con-

trol issue or one 
of worry over declining 
birth rates, or even one of 
religious belief, then what 
is it?  That is a question 
to which each of us has 
to make a decision.  Not 
making a decision is ac-
tually making one which 
leaves us the status quo.  
Right now, that’s not going 
well in my viewpoint.

So, if we decide to leave 
everything as is, what do 
we need to do and what 
else needs happen?  We 

need to get ourselves and 
the government involved 
in taking care of the babies 
after they are born.  Make 
sure they have food, a 
good home, health, and 
education.  Of course, this 
is something we should 
have already done since so 
many children are starving 
today or living on the 
streets.  We do try to feed 
them in school, but even 
these laws are sometimes 
challenged as handouts.  
Of course, all of it is trying 
to make sure children have 
nourishment.

We also try to help 
families by giving them 
extra money to buy food.  
This, again, is looked at 
as a handout by some.  
Maybe this is true since 
some do try to take ad-
vantage of our programs, 
but should we eliminate 
these programs because 
of this?  Should we not 
try to fix these programs 
instead?  Shouldn’t we 
try to help those children 
we are imposing these 
conditions on?  Maybe 
even provide institutional 
help for those babies that 
need it?  Would we help 
those families that have 
lost mothers due to these 
imposed conditions?

It looks to me like by 
forcing laws impinging on 

our rights, government is 
getting bigger, not smaller.  
Are we not looking for 
a government that helps 
its citizens with those 
situations that affect us 
all?  Are we not against 
government that removes 
our individual freedoms?  
People want to call the 
first scenario a socialist 
activity, but is it really?  
Can we each build our 
own road, eliminate, on 
our own, companies that 
pollute, provide our own 
fire department, our own 
police force?  Can we 
build our own safe cars, 
invest our money and keep 
it personally safe, fly in 
our own safe air space?  
These are federal, state, 
and local government 
duties we have asked them 
to do.  These are not for 
me or you but for us.

In the second scenario, 
do we not see these types 
of restrictions as dictato-
rial, autocratic, or even 
tyrannical?  Do we want 
to give in to any of these?  
Would we be naive not to 
think that the next step in 
this process is the elimi-
nation of all birth control 
methods?

In my next article we’ll 
discuss a man’s position 
with these ever-changing 
rules and laws.

Fiegenschuh: May the 4th be with you!

Jeff
Fiegenschuh

Reed Harris: Consider this - Pregnancy rates



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 1 • PAGE 7WEDNESDAY, MAY 8, 2024

COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

Apr. 12 - RACF, $25

Apr. 13 - Marshall Basler, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 14 - Teresa Haggestad, Rochelle, $50

Apr. 15 - SALT 251, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 16 - Gabriela Ortiz, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 17 - RACF, $25

Apr. 18 - RACF, $25

Apr. 19 - Priscilla Patterson, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 20 - Lois Delhotal, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 21 - Rochelle Christian Food Pantry, $50

Apr. 22 - RACF, $25

Apr. 23 - Kathy Mitchusson, Byron, $25

Apr. 24 - Patricia Cuchiara, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 25 - Danielle Bettner, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 26 - Bruce Norkus, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 27 - RACF, $25

Apr. 28 - Darcie Mann, Rockton, $50

Apr. 29 - Don Horner, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 30 - Breanna Sturtz, Morrison, $25

May 1 - Heather Sharp, Roscoe, $25

May 2 - Grange Kissack, Rochelle, $25

May 3 - Kathy Butler, Princeton, $25

May 4 - RACF, $25

May 5 - Elisa Rubeck, Rochelle, $50

May 6 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

May 7 - Hope Croegaert, Valparaiso, Indiana, $25

May 8 - Laura Cedillo Martinez, Rochelle, $25
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
May 8

Ashley Martinez

 May 10
Dominic Lopez

 
May 12

Bill & Mary Baskins 
(anniversary)

 
May 16

Kathy Conant
 

May 17
Krynn Hayward

 May 18
Arianna Thompson

 
May 20

Darrell & Beth Bolhous 
(anniversary)

 May 21
Heather Floress

Heidi McPhearson
Brad & Kelly Arnold 

(anniversary)
 

May 22
John Gonzales

 

May 24
Katie Sherburne

Dave & Mary Helfrich 
(anniversary)

 
May 25

John & Kristi Gonzales 
(anniversary)

 May 29
Tristan Perkins
Kathy Marchesi

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Township High 
School Class of 1984 
needs help finding the 
following classmates for 
its reunion on Sept. 21, 
2024:

Robert Argetsinger, 
Tiffany Armesto Baker, 

Mista Hamby Asbury, 
Dawn Austin, Peggy Boll-
man, Everett Bradley, 
Randy Conner, Susan 
Stoll Degelau, Lori Clem-
mens Funke, George Gar-
za, Maria Gonzales, Kevin 
Goodrich, Karen Govig 
Savage, Greg Graber, 

Janice Murphy Gunning, 
Michelle Gunning, Robert 
Hilliard, Alan Holmstrom, 
Charles Johnson, Michael 
Johnson, Joo Rhee Kim, 
Andy Koebler, Dean May-
berry, Kenneth McCull-
och, Tracey McNeill, 
Kevin Mitchell, Timothy 

Payton, Art Sandoval, 
Richard Snyder, Brian 
Taylor, John Wheeler, 
Vickie Huang Yussman, 
and Tammy Wilder Zoia.

If you have any in-
formation, please send 
to:  rthsclassof84@gmail.
com.

RTHS Class of 1984 seeking classmates

P R I N C E TO N  — 
The next Human Ser-
vices Transportation Plan 
(HSTP) Regional Trans-
portation Committee Meet-
ing for Region 3 (Bureau, 
DeKalb, Grundy, Kendall, 
LaSalle, Lee, Ogle and 
Putnam Counties) will be 
held on Friday May 17 at 
10 a.m. at BPART – 535 
Elm Place, Princeton, IL 

61356. Human service or-
ganizations with an interest 
in public transportation 
are strongly encouraged to 
attend, as well as anyone 
interested in public transit. 
If you would like further 
information, please contact 
via email: hstp@ncicg.org 
or call us at (815) 433-5830.

We will have reserved 
time slots available for 

public comment via Zoom 
for anyone not able to at-
tend the meeting in person 
between 10:15-10:30 a.m. 
If you would like to par-
ticipate in public comment 
via Zoom during that time 
frame, please contact us at 
(815) 433-5830 to reserve 
your time slot.

HSTP identifies trans-
portation needs and devel-

ops solutions to improve 
transportation services for 
the general public. An em-
phasis is placed on seniors, 
people with disabilities, 
individuals with lower 
incomes, and veterans. For 
more information about 
NCICG, HSTP, or if special 
accommodations are need-
ed, please contact Connor 
Schwinn at (815) 433-5830.

OREGON  — The 
Ogle County Sheriff’s Of-
fice announced it issued 
20 citations for hands-
free law violations during 
April’s Distracted Driv-
ing Awareness Month 
enforcement campaign. 
In total deputies issued 
258 citations during the 
month that also included 

18 citations for suspend-
ed or revoked drivers 
and 11 arrests for driving 
under the influence.

“Driver distraction 
is a persistent issue in 
Ogle County that often 
has life-altering conse-
quences,” Sheriff Brian 
VanVickle said. “Issuing 
a citation is a proven 

way to get motorists to 
pay attention or pay the 
price. Distracted Driving 
Awareness Month may be 
over, but we will continue 
our efforts to stop motor-
ists from engaging in this 
deadly behavior.”

The Ogle County Sher-
iff’s Office joined forces 
with the Illinois State 

Police, local law en-
forcement and highway 
safety partners for this 
enforcement effort.

The Illinois distract-
ed driving campaign 
was funded with federal 
traffic safety funds ad-
ministered by the Illinois 
Department of Transpor-
tation.

Ogle Sheriff’s Office announces 
distracted driving enforcement results

Regional Transportation Committee Meeting is May 17
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ASHTON NEWS

Community Building
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Building
Hourly, daily rentals for 

your event
815-453-5048

Funeral Home
Beverage Lyons Funeral 

Home
601 Richardson Ave., 
Ashton, 815-453-2441 
beveragefamilyfh.com 

Public Library
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

Real Estate
Lori Patterson Real Estate

811 Main St., Ashton
815-751-0510

Schools
Ashton-Franklin Center 

CUSD #275
611 Western Ave., Ashton

815-453-7461

Village Hall
Village of Ashton

810 Main St., Ashton
815-453-2241

www.ashtonil.com

BAR
GRILL&

1/2
OFF! BO!

GO!

Beverage Lyons 
Funeral Home
601 Richardson Ave., Ashton

815-453-2441
beveragefamilyfh.com

704 N. 1st St. | PO Box 308 
Ashton, IL 61006

815-453-5048 | 815-453-5058 (fax)
mplibrary@ashtonil.com

Mon-Thu 1pm-6:30pm | Sat 10am-1pm | Closed Fri & Sun

Call 815-973-8397 or millspetrierentals@
gmail.com to rent the gym, Legion room, 

entry hall and/or commercial kitchen

Ashton-Franklin Center Elementary School students visit Franklin Grove Nursing Home
On April 30, Ashton-Franklin Center Elementary School students from Mrs. Dimmig’s third-grade class and Mrs. Wolf’s fourth-grade class visited the Franklin Grove 

Nursing Home. They made Rice Krispie treats with the residents.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Ashton-Franklin Center High School artists participated in the Amboy Art Show on April 19. Here are the 
results and ribbon winners including Ella Coffman-Best of Show 3D. Adriel Ortiz, second; Kate Viall, third; 

Nivea Noon, first, honorable mention; Ella Coffman, first, Best of Show 3D; Katara Paul, second; Leah O’Brien, 
second, honorable mention; Oliver James, first; Gracee Holmgren, third; Bri Gonnerman, honorable mention; 

Ethan Vogeler, third; Jacob Armstrong, second; Yarisca Lopez, honorable mention; Olivia Gould, second; 
Katrina Underhile, first, second, & second; Kaylee Nelson, honorable mention. All of their winning works 

will be on display Mat 8 at the AFCAFC High School Showcase.

AFCHS artists participate in Amboy Art Show

(COURTESY PHOTO) (COURTESY PHOTO)

On May 1, Ashton-Franklin Center High School’s Kate 
Viall participated in the District 1 Creed Speaking 
Leadership Development Event. Ten first-year FFA 

members presented the FFA Creed to a panel of 
judges and answered questions about the Creed’s 

purpose and their interpretations of its words. Kate 
received fourth place overall.

Viall takes fourth in Leadership 
Development Event
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SPORTS I-8 JV CHAMPIONS
 
The Rochelle Lady Hub track and field 
team won the JV title at the I-8 meet. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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RTHS Baseball

RTHS Girls Soccer

Hubs honor senior athletes
Metzger’s walk-off RBI single clinches 2-1 win over Marengo on Senior Night

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

The Rochelle Hub varsity baseball team honored its senior players before Friday’s game against Marengo. Above from left to right are 
Brandt Waters, Brady Schabacker, Braden Behrens, Dylan Whaley, Braden Hunley, Brock Metzger and Chandler Cunningham.

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Hub varsity base-
ball team scored a memo-
rable Senior Night win 
Friday evening, when the 
purple and white took on 
the Marengo Indians in 
nonconference play.

Trailing 1-0 entering 
the bottom of the seventh 
inning, Rochelle rallied 
for two runs on two hits 
including a walk-off RBI 
single from junior Brandyn 
Metzger, who laced a hard 
single up the middle to clinch 
a 2-1 come-from-behind 
victory over Marengo. The 
win snapped an eight-game 
losing streak for the Hubs (5-
15, 0-11 Interstate 8), who 
honored their seven senior 
athletes, as well as their two 
senior team managers, in a 
pregame ceremony before 
the opening inning.

Rochelle’s senior class 
includes Brandt Waters, 
Brock Metzger, Brady 
Schabacker, Chander Cun-
ningham, Dylan Whaley, 
Braden Behrens and Braden 
Hunley as well as man-
agers Kayla Ortega and 
Alexis Huerta. The Hubs 
will resume Interstate 8 
Conference action with a 
three-game series against 
Ottawa next week. The first 
game will be played at home 
Monday.

“Our seniors are a re-
ally good group of kids and 
they’ve worked hard,” head 
coach Jarrod Reynolds said. 
“They’ve put the time in to 
make themselves better and 
that’s really all I can ask for 
as a coach. I appreciate all of 
the effort they’ve put in over 
the last four years.”

Rochelle’s seventh-in-
ning rally started with a 
lead-off single from sopho-
more Brode Metzger, who 
sent a hard grounder down 
the third-base line and into 
the outfield. Marengo then 
walked the next three batters, 
with Metzger scoring on a 
wild pitch to the backstop 

that tied the game.
The Indians attempted to 

quell the momentum with a 
pitching change, but it was 
too little too late, as Brandyn 
Metzger took advantage of 
a hitter’s count and smashed 
a hard ground passed the 
pitcher’s mound that was 
stopped at second base, but 

allowed the winning run to 
score.

“We played a very good 
team today and they didn’t 
make a lot of mistakes,” 
Reynolds said. “A walk-off 
is always a fun way to win 
and it was even more fun on 
Senior Night… Our pitch-
ers have done a good job 

of keeping us in ball games 
this year. We have stretches 
where we play four or five 
innings of good baseball, 
but we’ve struggled with the 
bats. We’re hoping that we 
can get hot as the weather 
keeps warming up and 
anything can happen if we 
get on a roll.”

Lady Hubs celebrate senior players against Dixon
Six senior members honored in post-match ceremony after 2-1 loss Thursday

The Rochelle Lady Hub soccer team honored its six seniors after Thursday’s match against Dixon. Above from left to right are Samantha 
Thorne, Haley Bozinovich, Dalila Garcia, Kara Martinez, Sydney Thorne and Danica Ward.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Lady Hub var-
sity soccer team honored 
its six senior members on 
Thursday evening, when 
the purple and white faced 
off against the Dixon Duch-
esses.

In a hard fought match 
that featured a 30-minute 
lightning delay during the 
second half, Rochelle near-
ly pulled off a last-minute 
rally, with junior midfielder 
Emma Kennay scoring in 
the 76th minute to bring 
the Lady Hubs within one 
of the Duchesses, who held 
a 1-0 halftime advantage 
before adding a second 
goal midway through the 
second half. But the Lady 
Hubs fell just short in the 
end, conceding a 2-1 loss 
in their second-to-last home 
match of the season.

Rochelle (2-17, 0-10 
Interstate 8) recognized 
six seniors including Haley 
Bozinovich, Dalila Garcia, 
Kara Martinez, Sydney 
Thorne, Danica Ward and 
manager Samantha Thorne 
in a post-match ceremony 
on Thursday evening. The 
Lady Hubs will host Or-
egon on Saturday before 
concluding the regular 
season with a road match 
at Pecatonica on Tuesday 
evening.

“It’s always nice to 

recognize our seniors and 
all of the work they’ve put 
in,” head coach Brad Male 
said. “It’s a bittersweet day, 
but the seniors have put in 
a lot of effort this year and 
we’re hoping that we can 
win one or two matches. I 
think we’re continuing to 

improve on the defensive 
line and we played tough 
defense today. We have a 
lot of young players back 
there and our goal has been 
to continue improving. I 
think we’ve learned a lot as 
a team this season.”

Dixon possessed the 

ball in the Rochelle zone 
for most of the match. The 
Duchesses struck first dur-
ing the 25th minute, when 
a flurry of Dixon players 
invaded the Rochelle pen-
alty area and placed multiple 
shots on goal before one 
rolled into the back of the 

net. Injuries mounted for 
the Lady Hubs throughout 
the match, as junior defend-
ers Betty Flores and Anahi 
Cervantes both departed 
during the first half and 
Flores didn’t return for the 
remainder of the match.

Despite the injuries, 

Rochelle fought to keep the 
Duchesses within striking 
distance. The 1-0 match 
continued into the 55th 
minute, when the lightning 
delay forced both teams off 
the field. 

See SOCCER page 6
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Take Mom Shopping at Take Mom Shopping at 
HUB CITY HUB CITY 

FURNITUREFURNITURE
For Mother’s Day!For Mother’s Day!

429-433 Lincoln Hwy. Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765 | hubcityfurniture.com

Tue-Fri 9am-4pm • Sat 9am-1pm • Sun & Mon Closed

Community 
Unity  

Magazine!
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Hackman • Tonia Holland

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson 
                Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

                  815-562-8787        www.jeffperrychevrolet.com

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S

F2
01

7

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

2023
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF

Pizza • Pastas 
Sandwiches • Salads and Lots More!

                  • Best Pizza • Pasta  
• Italian Restaurant  

• Appetizer/small plate  
  • Family Restaurant • Local Business

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2020

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2021

SINCE 1967

815.562.7300 
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up

1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL • vincespizzainrochelle.com

Ordering Online is 
easy when you use 

our QR Code!
We are Proud to Support 

the Rochelle Hubs!

H
U

BS
F

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

HUB SPOTLIGHT

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
The Rochelle Lady Hub track and field team competed in the Interstate 8 Conference 
Championships on Friday afternoon, scoring 155 points to take home the title at the 
JV level. Junior Dempsey Atkinson (below) won the varsity high jump competition.

Lady Hubs win JV title at 
Interstate 8 Championships
BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

LASALLE — The Rochelle Lady Hub 
track and field team competed in the Inter-
state 8 Conference Championships on Friday 
afternoon, with the purple and white scoring 
155 points to take home the title at the JV 
level. The Lady Hubs scored 30 points at 
the varsity level to finish sixth overall. The 
IHSA 2A Rochelle Sectional will be held on 
Wednesday, May 8 at RTHS.

Junior Varsity
Rochelle won all four relay events at Fri-

day’s Interstate 8 meet. The Lady Hubs took 
the 3200-meter relay (Rose Luxton, Mary 
Chadwick, Brisa Zepeda and Kylie Smith) 
with a time of 11:36.03 and the 1600-meter 
relay (Kyrie Cragin, Carmela Bright, Jasmine 
Walsh and Mary Chadwick) with a time of 
4:42.57. Rochelle won the 800-meter relay 
(Valerie Saldana, Katie Toczylowski, Reese 
Kissack and Paris Washington) with a time 
of 2:00.37 and the 400-meter relay (Valerie 
Saldana, Katie Toczylowski, Ryelee Bogle 
and Elyse Manning) in 54.16 seconds.

Freshman Elyse Manning won the triple 
jump with a distance of 9.92 meters and 
sophomore Rose Luxton took second in the 
long jump with a distance of 4.55 meters. 
Sophomore Samantha Overton finished fifth 
in the pole vault with a clearance of 1.88 meters 
and sophomore Carmela Bright finished fifth 
in the high jump with a clearance of 1.25 me-
ters. Sophomore Mary Chadwick took sixth 
in the discus throw to a mark of 21.19 meters 
and sophomore Aliyah Bonilla took eighth 
in the shot put with a mark of 7.48 meters.

Sophomore Rose Luxton finished first in 
the 800-meter run with a time of 2:49.51 and 
second in the 1600-meter run with a time of 
6:16.95. Sophomore Annaliese Koziol won 
the 3200-meter run with a time of 13:26.23 and 
sophomore Kyrie Cragin won the 400-meter 
dash in 1:04.40. 

Freshman Elyse Manning won the 100-me-
ter dash with a time of 13.69 seconds before 

taking second in the 200-meter dash with a 
time of 29.14 seconds. Freshman Jasmine 
Walsh won the 300-meter hurdles with a time 
of 54.19 seconds and sophomore Samantha 
Overton took seventh in the 100-meter 
hurdles with a time of 21.99 seconds.

Varsity
Junior Dempsey Atkinson secured Ro-

chelle’s lone conference title, winning the 
high jump with a clearance of 1.50 meters. 
Junior Erin Murphy finished second in the 
shot put with a heave of 9.99 meters and 
senior Kyra Bivins finished fifth in the discus 
throw with a mark of 28.78 meters. Senior 
Kennedy Adamski took fifth in the triple 
jump with a mark of 9.23 meters.

Rochelle finished fourth in the 400-meter 
relay (Elena Daugherty, Abygail Losoya, 
Emy Cacique and Reese Kissack) with a time 
of 58.20 seconds. Senior Kylie Smith took 
fifth in the 400-meter dash with a time of 
1:10.25 and junior Alex Neece took sixth in 
the 200-meter dash with a time of 29.81 sec-
onds. Junior Brisa Zepeda finished seventh in 
the 800-meter run with a time of 3:03.84 and 
freshman Viv Worthington finished eighth in 
the 1600-meter run in 6:54.53. Sophomore 
Ryelee Bogle took eighth in the 100-meter 
dash with a time of 14.22 seconds.
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SPORTS

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Gutters, Roofing & Siding

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a Need to get the word out about a 

product or service you offer? product or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 
We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Concrete

• Residential &  
Commercial Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE  
ESTIMATES!

Plumbing, Heating 
& Cooling

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976

Li
c#

 0
55

-0
13

99
9

What 
Service
Do You 
Offer?

Advertise Here

Lawn Care

In Business Since 1999
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

Call Jeremy Furman at 815-761-9619
Please leave message and I will return your call ASAP

Furman’s Lawn Care
SPRING 

CLEAN-UP! • Weekly Mowing• Weekly Mowing
• Bush Tr Bush Trimming & Removal

• Gutter Cleaning
• Much More!

Heating & Air Conditioning

GIVE US A CALL.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Fully Insured

Free Estimates

Home Repair/Remodeling

ESTERDAY
HOME REPAIR
& REMODELING

Reasonable & Dependable Remodeling of:
• Kitchens  • Baths  • Basements

• Ceramic Tile
• Installation of Hardwood Floors, 

Windows & Doors

RTHS Softball

Late rally lifts Indian Creek over Lady Hubs
Rochelle scores five runs over first two innings during 7-6 loss to Timberwolves

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Lady Hub varsity 
softball team scored five 
runs over the first two in-
nings as the girls looked to 
take their nonconference 
game against Indian Creek 
on Friday.

Freshman third baseman 
Camryn Metzger sent a 
two-run single into left field 
during the bottom of the first 
inning, allowing the Lady 
Hubs to take a 2-0 lead over 
the Timberwolves, who 
rallied for seven runs over 
the fifth and sixth innings 
to outlast Rochelle 7-6. 
Metzger went 2-for-4 and 
scored two runs for the Lady 
Hubs (4-13, 0-8 Interstate 
8), while senior catcher Ella 
Alfano went 2-for-3 with 
two singles along with one 
RBI and two runs scored 
in the loss Friday evening.

Rochelle took a 5-0 lead 
in the bottom of the second 
inning, where senior Ken-
dell Frankenberry reached 
on an infield single before 
a series of Indian Creek 
errors allowed two runs to 
score. Alfano capped off 
the three-run frame with an 
RBI single that plated senior 
Savannah Nasca.

Freshman pitcher Emma 
Heller fired four scoreless 
frames to open the game and 
finished with 10 strikeouts 
for the Lady Hubs, who saw 
their lead cut to 5-3 after a 
three-run homer from In-
dian Creek third baseman 
Emily Frazier, who sent a 
soaring blast over the left-
field fence in the top of the 
fifth inning. The Timber-
wolves followed with four 
runs on two singles and a 
series of Rochelle fielding 
errors in the top of the sixth 
inning to jump ahead of the 
Lady Hubs 7-5.

Rochelle earned one run 
back in the bottom of the 
sixth inning, where Alfano 
drew a lead-off walk and 
Metzger belted a double to 
move Alfano to third base. 
Alfano scored on a passed 
ball, but with Metzger at 
third base, a strikeout and 
a double-play flyout ended 
the Rochelle frame. The 
Lady Hubs made a run in 
the bottom of the seventh 
inning, where freshman 
first baseman Briel Metzger 
sent a one-out triple into 
right field. But with the ty-
ing run at third base once 
again, Rochelle was unable 
to cash in, with a flyout to 
right field and a groundout 
ending the game.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
Freshman Briel Metzger catches a ball at first base during the Rochelle Lady Hub varsity softball game against 
Indian Creek on Friday.

RTHS Boys Track

Hubs head to Beloit for Northen Illinois Invitational
Nuyen wins pole vault competition as Rochelle teams combine for fifth place

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

BELOIT — The Ro-
chelle Hub track and field 
team traveled to Beloit 
College for the Northern 
Illinois Invitational on 
Friday evening, with the 
varsity boys scoring 26 
points to finish ninth out 
of 13 schools while the 
fresh-soph boys scored 37 
points to take fourth out of 
12 schools. 

Rochelle will return to 
action at the Interstate 8 
Conference Champion-
ships on Friday, May 10 at 
Morris High School.

Varsity
Sophomore Andrew 

Nuyen won the lone field 
event title for the Hubs, 
taking the pole vault with 
a clearance of 4.47 me-
ters. Junior Jack Tilton 
finished second in the high 
jump with a clearance of 
1.80 meters, while senior 
Landon Mickley placed 
fourth in the shot put with 
a heave of 14.38 meters. 
Sophomore Caden Good-
win took seventh in the 
triple jump, hitting 11.86 
meters.

Sophomore  Wyat t 
Worthington finished 
eighth in the 110-meter 

hurdles with a time of 
16.88 seconds and 11th in 
the 300-meter hurdles with 
a time of 44.16 seconds. 
Senior Luis Hernandez 
took ninth in the 3200-me-
ter run with a time of 
11:04.53 and 14th in the 
1600-meter run with a time 
of 5:04.03. Sophomore 
Reece Harris finished 14th 
in the 100-meter dash in 
11.89 seconds and junior 
Virgil O’Dell finished 
16th in the 200-meter dash 
in 24.83 seconds. Senior 
Bruno Fernandez placed 
18th in the 400-meter 
dash with a time of 56.76 
seconds.

Rochelle finished sixth 
in the 3200-meter relay 
(Irving Escalante, Pedro 
Rosales, Elijah Mayen 
and Caleb Wyssbrod) with 
a time of 8:41.72 and the 
1600-meter relay (Pedro 
Rosales, Irving Escalante, 
Jackson Smith and Caleb 
Wyssbrod) with a time of 
3:36.15. The Hubs took 
eighth in the 400-meter 
relay (Caden Goodwin, 
Reece Harris, Aaron De-
Clerck and Andrew Nuy-
en) with a time of 45.33 
seconds and ninth in the 
800-meter relay (Caden 
Goodwin, Reece Harris, 
Virgil O’Dell and Caleb 

Wyssbrod) with a time of 
1:34.05. 

F/S
Sophomore Jonathan 

Bearrows took second 
in the long jump with a 
distance of 5.60 meters 
and sophomore Wyatt 
Worthington took second 
in the pole vault with a 
clearance of 3.10 meters. 
Freshman Justin DeClerck 
finished fourth in the high 
jump with a clearance of 
1.60 meters and sopho-
more Zachary Dreska 
finished 11th and 12th in 
discus and shot put.

F re shman  Hun te r 

Bivins took third in both 
the 110-meter hurdles with 
a time of 18.50 seconds 
and the 300-meter hurdles 
with a time of 45.96 sec-
onds. Sophomore Declan 
McGee finished eighth in 
the 1600-meter run with 
a time of 5:07.14 and 
sophomore Elijah Mayen 
finished fourth in the 
800-meter run with a time 
of 2:13.79. Sophomore 
Caden Goodwin took third 
in the 100-meter dash with 
a time of 11.71 seconds 
and sophomore Reece 
Harris took second in the 
200-meter dash with a time 
of 23.69 seconds.
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501 S. Steward Rd. #100 
Rochelle, IL 61068  

815-561-2360

1001 S. Main Street
815.562.4141

Rochelle, IL 61068
rochellefoodsjobs.com

2203 East Flagg Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068 

815-562-9800
NOT-FOR-PROFIT PROVIDER

libertyvillageofrochelle.com

Liberty Village Liberty Village 
of Rochelleof Rochelle

400 N. 15th St.
Rochelle IL 61068 

815-562-1250

200 S. Steward Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068

Local People Providing Local Services

333 Lincoln Highway • P.O. Box 456
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-4155 • www.rmu.net

firststatebank.biz l 815.562.2200

Beverage Lyons 
Funeral Home

815.562.6872
815.453.2441

beveragefamilyfh.com

Grant Cooper CPA
418 Cherry Ave., Rochelle
815.562.7083
115 N. 1st St., DeKalb
815.756.4440
grantcoopercpa.com

Stillman Bank
455 IL-38
815.562.7071
stillmanbank.com

Edward Jones - Will McLachlan
1122 Lincoln Highway
815.562.5563 
EdwardJones.com

Holcomb Bank
233 IL-38
815.562.3838 
holcomb.bank

Graber Financial Group 
Sam Graber
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

Edward Jones - Jessica Morris
1214 Currency Ct.
815.561.4341

FLOWERS AND GIFTS
Colonial Flower Shoppe  & Gifts
408 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.8101
floristrochelleil.com

RCH Auxiliary Gift Shop
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181 • rochellehospital.com

FUNERAL SERVICES
Beverage Lyons Family Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services
704 6th St., Rochelle • 601 Richardson Ave., Ashton
815.562.6872 | 815.453.2441
beveragefamilyfh.com

Unger Horner Funeral Home
400 N. 6th St.
815.562.4534 • ungerhorner.com

FURNITURE
Hub City Furniture
429 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.8765
hubcityfurniture.com

Meyers Furniture
209 Powers Road Hwy 251 North
815.562.8792
meyersfurniture.com

HEALTH SERVICES
Davis Family Health LLC
Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
1212 Currency Ct.
815.561.8500
1201 Meriden St., Mendota
815.539.3739

Midwest Physical Therapy
513 4th Ave.
815.561.8786 

Rochelle Chiropractic Clinic
Dr. Chad M. Piller 
227 E. Hwy 38
815.562.8706
rochellechiropractic.com

Rochelle Community Hospital
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181 • rochellehospital.com

Salinas Chiropractic
1381 N 7th St .,Suite C
815.562.6661 • salinaschiroandwellness.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTS & 
CONTRACTORS
Anderson Plumbing & Heating
621 1st Ave
815.562.8784 • andersonplumbingheatingcooling.com

 
Bruns Construction, Inc.
PO Box 400
815.561.0099 • brunsconstructioninc.com 

Pemberton Plumbing, Heating  
& Cooling, Inc.
815.561.6119
pembertonplumbingheating.com

Theisen Roofing & Siding Co.
257 W. Stephenie Dr., Cortland
815.758.8998 
theisenroofing.com

O’Rorke Construction Services, Inc.
104 Maple Court
815.562.8254
ororkeconstruction.com

Queen’s Trucking & Construction Inc.
322 Errett Rd.
815.562.6064
queens-trucking.com

INDUSTRIES  
ClarkDietrich
501 S Steward Rd # 100
815.561.2360
clarkdietrich.com

Silgan Containers
400 N. 15th St.
815-562-1250
silgancontainers.com

Rochelle Foods  
1001 S Main St
815.562.4141
hormelfoods.com 
rochellefoodsjobs.com

INSURANCE
Allstate
1425 Dement Rd.
815.561.2901
allstate.com

Country Financial - Josh Messenger
501 N. 6th St.
815.562.8164
countryfinancial.com/joshmessenger
josh.messenger@countryfinancial.com

Dimond Bros. Insurance  
401 N Main St
815.562.5596
dimondbros.com

Graber Financial Group
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

State Farm Insurance - Terri Schaefer
603 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.7063
terrischaefer.com

Edward Jones - Jessica Morris
1214 Currency Ct.
815.561.4341

 
 
 

PRINT AND/OR WEB DESIGN
Hub-Remsen Print Group
101 Maple Ave
815.562.7057
hub-remsen.com

Printing Etc.
1135 Lincoln Hwy.
815.562.6151

Rochelle News-Leader
211 Hwy 38
815.562.4171
rochellenews-leader.com | newsmediadigital.com

REAL ESTATE
RE/MAX Hub City
136 May Mart Dr.
815.562.7588
remax.com

Hayden Real Estate
225 IL Route 38
815.562.2111
haydenreinc.com

REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS
Bearrows Real Estate & Auction Co.
361 W. Il Route 38
815.562.5113
bearrows.com

RENTAL PROPERTIES
Lida Lake Estates
433 Willis Ave., Apt. #11
815.561.0526
lidalakeestates@gmail.com
lidalakeestates.wixsite.com/lidalakeestates/amenities

RETAIL/ SPECIALTY SHOPS
The Artists’ Garden
407 Lincoln Hwy.
815.257.1217
artistsgardenbeyondcanvas.com

Pfeiffer Farms Fresh Market
2511 Reynolds Road, Ashton
815.761.6074
pfeifferfarms.com

B&W Appliance
567 W. IL Route 38
815.562.6253
bwrochelle.com

SCHOOLS/EDUCATION
St. Paul Lutheran School
1415 10th Ave.
815-562.6323 
stpaulrochelleil.org

SURVEY
Survey Tech
104 Maple Ct
815.562.8771
civilideas.com

TIRES
Tire Tracks
1320 N 7th St
815.562.7777
tiretracksusa.com

TOBACCO 
Johnny Smoke Shop
132 May Mart Drive
815.888-7107

Community Unity

AGRICULTURE
Johnson Tractor
200 S. Steward Rd.
815.562.2135
johnsontractorrochelle.stihldealer.net

ALTERATIONS, REPAIRS & SEWING
Stitchery 815
Jen Gottschalk
815.601.0641
facebook.com/stitchery815
Instagram.com/stitchery.815

ANIMAL HEALTH SERVICE
Rochelle Veterinary Hospital
1381 N 7th, Ste. a
815.562.5207
rochellevet.com

ASSISTED LIVING
Liberty Village
2203 East Flagg Rd.
815.562.9800
libertyvillageofrochelle.com

Lincoln Manor Senior Housing
615 Lincoln Highway
815.562.1404
lssi.org

ATTORNEYS
James G. Ahlberg
501 6th Ave.
815.562.4443
ahlberglaw.net

Hewitt & Wagner - Attorneys at Law
1124 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.2704
hewitt-wagner.com

Fearer, Nye & Chadwick, LLC
420 Fourth Avenue
815.562.2156
fnclaw.com

Crow Law, LLC
2601 Reid Farm, Rockford
815.255.4529 (4LAW)
adriancrowlaw.com

AUTOMOTIVE
Prescott Brothers Ford
620 S 7th St.
815.562.2177 • prescottbrothersford.com

Zip’s Auto Body , Inc
1033 S 7th St.
815.562.5133 • zipsautobody.com

A1 Hot Body Detailing
401 2nd Ave.
815.562.6393

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
Chem-Dry Kishwaukee Superior Carpet & 
Upholstery Cleaning
209 Powers Rd.
815.762.7555 
Chemdry.com

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Flagg Township Museum
518 4th Ave
815.562.3040 
flaggtownshipmuseumrochelle.org

Hub City Senior Center
401 Cherry Ave
815.562.5050
hubcityseniorcenter.com

Rochelle Chamber Of Commerce
501 Sixth Avenue
815.562.4189
therochellechamber.com

RMU
333 Lincoln Highway
815.562.4155
www.rmu.net

COUNSELING
Changes Counseling, LLC
604 N Main St
815.501-2088
changescounselingllc.com

 
 
 

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
Acres Bistro & Scalehouse Lounge & Slots
407 Lincoln Hwy
815.762.8212 

Aldo’s Pizzeria, Italian Restaurant and  
The Red Brick Pub
418/420 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.3456 • aldospizzaandpubrochelle.restaurant

Alfano’s Pizzeria & Italian Restaurant
1115 Turkington Terrace
815.562.3312 • alfanospizza.com

Dog Hub
134 May Mart Dr.
815.561.0001 
Dog-Hub.com

Kenny’s Place
411 Cherry Ave.
815.562.6568

Rosati’s
1233 N. Caron Rd.
815.562.5000

T-Byrd Lanes
1172 Lincoln Hwy.
815.562.4822 • tbyrdlanes.com

Vince’s Pizza & Family Restaurant
1071 North 7th st.
815.562.7300
vincespizzainrochelle.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Brown’s Tax Service
Carolyn Brown | Jade Brown | Marilyn Oropeza  
361 IL Route 38
815.561.6861  |  brownstaxoffice.com

Central Illinois  Loans
310 Eagle Dr
815.561.4035
centralillinoisloans.com

First State Bank
304 E Hwy 38
815.562.2200
firststatebank.biz

322 Errett Road
queens-trucking.com

1900 Steward Rd., Rochelle
815.561.0650

www.chsinc.com
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lidalakeestates.wixsite.com/lidalakeestates/amenities

RETAIL/ SPECIALTY SHOPS
The Artists’ Garden
407 Lincoln Hwy.
815.257.1217
artistsgardenbeyondcanvas.com

Pfeiffer Farms Fresh Market
2511 Reynolds Road, Ashton
815.761.6074
pfeifferfarms.com

B&W Appliance
567 W. IL Route 38
815.562.6253
bwrochelle.com

SCHOOLS/EDUCATION
St. Paul Lutheran School
1415 10th Ave.
815-562.6323 
stpaulrochelleil.org

SURVEY
Survey Tech
104 Maple Ct
815.562.8771
civilideas.com

TIRES
Tire Tracks
1320 N 7th St
815.562.7777
tiretracksusa.com

TOBACCO 
Johnny Smoke Shop
132 May Mart Drive
815.888-7107

Community Unity

AGRICULTURE
Johnson Tractor
200 S. Steward Rd.
815.562.2135
johnsontractorrochelle.stihldealer.net

ALTERATIONS, REPAIRS & SEWING
Stitchery 815
Jen Gottschalk
815.601.0641
facebook.com/stitchery815
Instagram.com/stitchery.815

ANIMAL HEALTH SERVICE
Rochelle Veterinary Hospital
1381 N 7th, Ste. a
815.562.5207
rochellevet.com

ASSISTED LIVING
Liberty Village
2203 East Flagg Rd.
815.562.9800
libertyvillageofrochelle.com

Lincoln Manor Senior Housing
615 Lincoln Highway
815.562.1404
lssi.org

ATTORNEYS
James G. Ahlberg
501 6th Ave.
815.562.4443
ahlberglaw.net

Hewitt & Wagner - Attorneys at Law
1124 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.2704
hewitt-wagner.com

Fearer, Nye & Chadwick, LLC
420 Fourth Avenue
815.562.2156
fnclaw.com

Crow Law, LLC
2601 Reid Farm, Rockford
815.255.4529 (4LAW)
adriancrowlaw.com

AUTOMOTIVE
Prescott Brothers Ford
620 S 7th St.
815.562.2177 • prescottbrothersford.com

Zip’s Auto Body , Inc
1033 S 7th St.
815.562.5133 • zipsautobody.com

A1 Hot Body Detailing
401 2nd Ave.
815.562.6393

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
Chem-Dry Kishwaukee Superior Carpet & 
Upholstery Cleaning
209 Powers Rd.
815.762.7555 
Chemdry.com

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Flagg Township Museum
518 4th Ave
815.562.3040 
flaggtownshipmuseumrochelle.org

Hub City Senior Center
401 Cherry Ave
815.562.5050
hubcityseniorcenter.com

Rochelle Chamber Of Commerce
501 Sixth Avenue
815.562.4189
therochellechamber.com

RMU
333 Lincoln Highway
815.562.4155
www.rmu.net

COUNSELING
Changes Counseling, LLC
604 N Main St
815.501-2088
changescounselingllc.com

 
 
 

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
Acres Bistro & Scalehouse Lounge & Slots
407 Lincoln Hwy
815.762.8212 

Aldo’s Pizzeria, Italian Restaurant and  
The Red Brick Pub
418/420 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.3456 • aldospizzaandpubrochelle.restaurant

Alfano’s Pizzeria & Italian Restaurant
1115 Turkington Terrace
815.562.3312 • alfanospizza.com

Dog Hub
134 May Mart Dr.
815.561.0001 
Dog-Hub.com

Kenny’s Place
411 Cherry Ave.
815.562.6568

Rosati’s
1233 N. Caron Rd.
815.562.5000

T-Byrd Lanes
1172 Lincoln Hwy.
815.562.4822 • tbyrdlanes.com

Vince’s Pizza & Family Restaurant
1071 North 7th st.
815.562.7300
vincespizzainrochelle.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Brown’s Tax Service
Carolyn Brown | Jade Brown | Marilyn Oropeza  
361 IL Route 38
815.561.6861  |  brownstaxoffice.com

Central Illinois  Loans
310 Eagle Dr
815.561.4035
centralillinoisloans.com

First State Bank
304 E Hwy 38
815.562.2200
firststatebank.biz

322 Errett Road
queens-trucking.com

1900 Steward Rd., Rochelle
815.561.0650

www.chsinc.com
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From page 1

Action resumed around 
30 minutes later, with Dix-
on scoring on a close-range 
shot in the 66th minute that 
floated over the head of the 
Rochelle goalkeeper Ward 
and into the net.

The Lady Hubs found 
late life in the 76th min-
ute, when a long-range 
shot on goal from junior 
midfielder Makayla Lara 
deflected off the hands of 
the Dixon goalkeeper and 
rolled directly to Kennay, 
who booted the ball into 
the net for Rochelle’s first 
goal of the match. But the 
Lady Hubs were unable to 
find an equalizer, as Dixon 

continued pressuring in the 
final minutes.

Oregon
The Rochelle Lady Hub 

varsity soccer team played 
its final home match of the 
season on Saturday morn-
ing, when the purple and 
white hosted Oregon in 
nonconference play.

Junior forward Jean-
nette Valle scored Ro-
chelle’s lone goal, finding 
the net during the first half 
as the Hawks defeated the 
Lady Hubs 8-1. Rochelle 
(2-18, 0-10 Interstate 8) 
will conclude the regular 
season with a road match 
against Pecatonica on 
Tuesday evening.

SPORTS
Rochelle Little League

ATTENTION 
FAMILY AND 

FRIENDS OF THE 
CLASS OF 2024!

Submit a high quality, scannable baby photo and senior photo of your favorite graduating 
senior, a message with up to 15 words and a $20 placement fee to the Rochelle News-
Leader office at: PO Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068. 
Emailed photos* can be sent to cackland@rochellenews-leader.com. 
Please call 815.562.4171 to arrange payment.  

Deadline is 2:00PM on Thursday, May 1155.

This special feature will be 
published on Wednesday, May 22, 2024.

Photos may be picked up at the News-Leader office after the May 22 publication date or we can mail back 
to you in a self-addressed stamped envelope.

*Make sure emailed photos are at least 200dpi. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
GRADUATE’S FIRST/LAST NAME

15-WORD MESSAGE (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY): _________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Person submitting photo:

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
NAME

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PHONE                                                                     EMAIL

Photos may be picked up after MMaayy  2222,,  22002244. Entries must be received by 2:00pm on WWeeddnneessddaayy, MMaayy  1155,,  22002244  . 
Mail a high quality, scannable photo and payment ($20) along with this completed form to:

TThhee  RRoocchheellllee  NNeewwss--LLeeaaddeerr•PPOO  BBooxx  4466• RRoocchheellllee,,  IILL  6611006688
881155--556622--44117711

Emailed photos* can be sent to ccaacckkllaanndd@@rroocchheelllleenneewwss--lleeaaddeerr..ccoomm

CLASS OF 2024  |  CLASS OF 2024  |  CLASS OF 2024
YOU’VE COME A LONG WAY, BABY!

ENTRY FORMENTRY FORM

REGISTER OFFICE HOURS : M-TH  9AM-3PM  |  FRI  9AM–1PM

ATTENTION 
FAMILY AND 

FRIENDS OF THE 
CLASS OF 2023!

Submit a high quality, scannable baby photo and senior photo of your favorite graduating 
senior, a message with up to 15 words and a $20 placement fee to the Brookings Register 
office at: 312 Fifth Street or mail to PO Box 177, Brookings, SD 57006. 
Emailed photos* can be sent to nbrower@brookingsregister.com. 
Please call 692.6271 to arrange payment.  

Deadline is 2:00PM on Thursday, May 4.

This special feature will be 
published on Thursday, May 18, 2023.

Photos may be picked up at the Register office after the May 18 publication date or we can mail back to you 
in a self-addressed stamped envelope.

*Make sure emailed photos are at least 200dpi. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
GRADUATE’S FIRST/LAST NAME

15-WORD MESSAGE (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY): _________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Person submitting photo:

____________________________________________________________________________________________
NAME

____________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE                                                                     EMAIL

Photos may be picked up after May 18, 2023. Entries must be received by 2:00pm on Thursday, May 4, 2023. 
Mail a high quality, scannable photo and payment ($20) along with this completed form to:

The Brookings Register • PO Box 177 • Brookings, SD 57006
605.692.6271 • 800.568.5032

Emailed photos* can be sent to nbrower@brookingsregister.com

CLASS OF 2023  |  CLASS OF 2023  |  CLASS OF 2023
YOU’VE COME A LONG WAY, BABY!

ENTRY FORMENTRY FORM

REGISTER OFFICE HOURS : M-TH  9AM-3PM  |  FRI  9AM–2PM

ATTENTION 
FAMILY AND 

FRIENDS OF THE 
CLASS OF 2024!

Submit a high quality, scannable baby photo and senior photo of your favorite graduating 
senior, a message with up to 15 words and a $20 placement fee to the Rochelle News-
Leader office at: PO Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068. 
Emailed photos* can be sent to cackland@rochellenews-leader.com. 
Please call 815.562.4171 to arrange payment.  

Deadline is 2:00PM on Thursday, May 1155.

This special feature will be 
published on Wednesday, May 22, 2024.

Photos may be picked up at the News-Leader office after the May 22 publication date or we can mail back 
to you in a self-addressed stamped envelope.

*Make sure emailed photos are at least 200dpi. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
GRADUATE’S FIRST/LAST NAME

15-WORD MESSAGE (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY): _________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Person submitting photo:

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
NAME

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PHONE                                                                     EMAIL

Photos may be picked up after MMaayy  2222,,  22002244. Entries must be received by 2:00pm on WWeeddnneessddaayy, MMaayy  1155,,  22002244  . 
Mail a high quality, scannable photo and payment ($20) along with this completed form to:

TThhee  RRoocchheellllee  NNeewwss--LLeeaaddeerr•PPOO  BBooxx  4466• RRoocchheellllee,,  IILL  6611006688
881155--556622--44117711

Emailed photos* can be sent to ccaacckkllaanndd@@rroocchheelllleenneewwss--lleeaaddeerr..ccoomm

CLASS OF 2024  |  CLASS OF 2024  |  CLASS OF 2024
YOU’VE COME A LONG WAY, BABY!

ENTRY FORMENTRY FORM

REGISTER OFFICE HOURS : M-TH  9AM-3PM  |  FRI  9AM–1PM

ATTENTION 
FAMILY AND 

FRIENDS OF THE 
CLASS OF 2023!

Submit a high quality, scannable baby photo and senior photo of your favorite graduating 
senior, a message with up to 15 words and a $20 placement fee to the Brookings Register 
office at: 312 Fifth Street or mail to PO Box 177, Brookings, SD 57006. 
Emailed photos* can be sent to nbrower@brookingsregister.com. 
Please call 692.6271 to arrange payment.  

Deadline is 2:00PM on Thursday, May 4.

This special feature will be 
published on Thursday, May 18, 2023.

Photos may be picked up at the Register office after the May 18 publication date or we can mail back to you 
in a self-addressed stamped envelope.

*Make sure emailed photos are at least 200dpi. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
GRADUATE’S FIRST/LAST NAME

15-WORD MESSAGE (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY): _________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Person submitting photo:

____________________________________________________________________________________________
NAME

____________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE                                                                     EMAIL

Photos may be picked up after May 18, 2023. Entries must be received by 2:00pm on Thursday, May 4, 2023. 
Mail a high quality, scannable photo and payment ($20) along with this completed form to:

The Brookings Register • PO Box 177 • Brookings, SD 57006
605.692.6271 • 800.568.5032

Emailed photos* can be sent to nbrower@brookingsregister.com

CLASS OF 2023  |  CLASS OF 2023  |  CLASS OF 2023
YOU’VE COME A LONG WAY, BABY!

ENTRY FORMENTRY FORM

REGISTER OFFICE HOURS : M-TH  9AM-3PM  |  FRI  9AM–2PM

Submit a high quality, scannable baby photo and senior photo of your favorite 
graduating senior, a message with up to 15 words and a $10 placement fee 
to the Rochelle News-Leader office at: 211 Hwy 38 E or mail to PO Box 46, 
Rochelle, IL 61068. 
Emailed photos* can be sent to cackland@rochellenews-leader.com. 

Deadline is 2:00PM on Wednesday, May 15.

This special feature will be 
published on Wednesday, May 22, 2024.

Photos may be picked up at the Rochelle News-Leader office after the May 
22nd publication date or we can mail back to you in a self-addressed stamped 
envelope.

*Make sure emailed photos are at least 200dpi.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
GRADUATE’S FIRST/LAST NAME

15-WORD MESSAGE (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY): _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Person submitting photo:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
NAME

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
PHONE                                                                                    EMAIL

Photos may be picked up after May 22, 2024. Entries must be received by 2:00pm on Wednesday, May 15, 2024. 
Mail a high quality, scannable photo and payment ($10) along with this completed form to:

Rochelle News-Leader • PO Box 46 • Rochelle, IL 61068
815-561-2153

Emailed photos* can be sent to cackland@rochellenews-leader.com

ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER OFFICE HOURS : M-TH  8AM-3PM  &  FRI  8AM-1PM

SOCCER: Rochelle hosts 
Dixon for Senior Night match

RTHS Boys Tennis

Hubs concede road 
loss at Princeton
BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

PRINCETON — The 
Rochelle Hub varsity 
tennis team continued 
nonconference action 
with a road match against 
Princeton on Friday eve-
ning. The Hubs took one 
match to three sets, but 
Rochelle was unable to 
secure any of the five 
points in the match, fall-
ing to the Tigers 5-0. The 
Hubs (5-9, 1-4 Interstate 
8) will return to action 
against Mendota at home 
Monday evening.

Princeton took both 
singles points on Friday 
evening. Senior Jimmy 
Chavez battled in the sec-
ond set of the No. 1 singles 
match against Tyson Phil-
lips, falling just short in a 

2-6, 4-6 loss. Sophomore 
Philip Winters took two 
games in a 0-6, 2-6 loss 
to Chase Sims at the No. 
2 court.

Senior Parker Len-
kaitis and sophomore 
Mark Green went into 
a third set against Ben 
Anderson and Michael 
Ellis at the No. 1 doubles 
court, claiming the second 
set but conceding the tie-
breaking third set in a 3-6, 
6-2, 8-10 loss. Senior Alex 
McBride and sophomore 
Caleb Mortensen were 
swept in a 0-6, 0-6 loss 
against Asa Gartin and 
Jackson Mason at the No. 
2 doubles court, while 
senior Eli Luxton and 
freshman Sam Sergeant 
fell 1-6, 2-6 against Josh 
Orwig and Landon Davis 
at the No. 3 doubles court.

Rochelle Little League holds 2024 Opening Day celebration at Floyd J. Tilton Park on Saturday morning
Rochelle Little League hosted its 2024 Opening Day celebration at Floyd J. Tilton Park on Saturday. The annual celebration included appearances from the Rochelle 
VFW and Mayor John Bearrows, who gave a brief speech during the event. Members of the Major League and Minor League baseball and softball teams recited the 

Little League Pledge and Rochelle Little League presented the Flagg-Rochelle Community Park District with the Spencer Sanderson Award for its service. Ryan 
Greifenkemp led a group prayer and Kevin Behrens performed the national anthem with his electric guitar. The ceremonial first pitches were thrown by Rochelle Fire 

Chief Dave Sawlsville and Olivia Buck. Players and coaches lined up around the infield during the celebration, which concluded with the annual T-shirt toss.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT OGLE 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF ) ) 
DEBORAH ANN JAE-
GER, Deceased. )
NO. 2023-PR-63
CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given of the 
death of DEBORAH 
ANN JAEGER, of Lind-
enwood, Illinois. Letters 
of Office were issued 
on October 23, 2023, 
2023, to BRIAN JAE-
GER, whose address 
is 2657 Lynnville Ct., 
Lindenwood, IL 61049, 
and whose attorneys 
are Fearer, Nye & 
Chadwick, 420 4th Av-
enue, PO Box 117, Ro-
chelle, IL 61068. 
Claims against the 
Estate may be filed in 
the office of the Circuit 
Clerk of the Court at 
Ogle County Court-
house, Oregon, IL 
61061, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, 
no later than May 1, 
2024, and any claim 
not filed within that pe-
riod is barred.  Copies 
of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the 
attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.
FEARER, NYE & 
CHADWICK, Attorneys 
for BRIAN JAEGER, 
Executor of the Estate 
of DEBORAH ANN 
JAEGER, deceased
No. 0507
(May 8, 15, and 22, 
2024)

NOTICE
NOTICE OF SPECIAL 

MEETING -  
DECENNIAL  
COMMITTEE 

OF THE BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES OF 
COMMUNITY  

COLLEGE DISTRICT 
No. 523, 

COUNTIES OF 
DEKALB, KANE, 

LASALLE, LEE, OGLE, 
WINNEBAGO AND 

BOONE AND 
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that a 
Special Meeting for the 
Decennial Committee 
of the Board of Trustees 
ofCommnnity College 
District No. 523, Coun-
ties of DeKalb, Kane, 
LaSalle, Lee, Ogle, 
Winnebago and Boone 
and State of Illinois, has 
been scheduled for the 
14th day of May 2024, 
at the Kishwaukee Col-
lege Founders Board-
room, Malta, Illinois, at 
3 :00 pm. with a Board 
of Trustees Meeting im-
mediately following.
DATED the 6th day of 
May 2024
Kathleen Spears
Kathleen Spears ‘ 
Secretary, Board of 
Trustees, Commu-
nity College District 
No. 523, Counties of 
DeKalb, Kane, LaSalle, 
Lee, Ogle, Winnebago 
and Boone and State of 
Illinois
No. 0508
(May 8, 2024)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 

Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

117 117 
INSTRUCTIONINSTRUCTION

Will tutor for Elementary 
Math & English this 
summer. Call 815-440-
6184. (ALL05292024)

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.” 

127 127 
SERVICESSERVICES

Will Tutor for Elementary 
Math & English this 
Summer. Call 815-440-
6184. (ALLto052924)

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

305 305 
GARAGE / ESTATE GARAGE / ESTATE 
SALESSALES

Garage Sale - 1107 N 
3rd St. May 9-11 8am-
5pm
Girls Clothes 3+ - 14/16, 
boys 2+ - 14/16
Adult Clothes small - 
4x, steelers jerseys, 
shoes, double stroller, 
high chair, kirby 
vacuum, bug zapper, 
Christmas decor, books, 
toys and misc. items. 
(RNLONLY050824)

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 

advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

APARTMENT FOR 
RENT. 922 Lincoln 
Avenue, Rochelle. 
2 Bed, 2 Bath. 
Beautiful Condition. 
Call 815-508-0355 
(05082024MR)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Ogle County Housing Authority is opening the waiting list for the Housing 
Choice Voucher Program.  This program is a rental assistance program 
that assists extremely low income and very low-income families with their 
rent in the private market.

Applications will be available online beginning Tuesday, June 4, 2024 at 
9:00 am CST.  Applications can be accessed at https://www.waitlistcheck.
com/IL3114.

Applications will be placed in this list according to preference, date, and 
time.  Applicants already on waiting lists for other housing programs must 
apply separately for this program.

Ogle County Housing Authority will accept applications as a reasonable 
accommodation for persons with disabilities at their office, located at 1001 
Pines Road, Suite A, Oregon Illinois 61061 from 9:00am – 3:00 pm CST.  
Please call 815-732-1301 with any questions.

No. 0505
(May 8, 15, 22, 29, and June 5, 2024)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

MOVING SALE - ROCHELLE
Thur 5/9 - 8a-5p,  

Fri 5/10 - 8a-5p & Sat 5/11 - 8a-12p 
1208 Scott Avenue  
(South of Carrie Avenue)

TV, Sewing Machine, Microwave, Dresser, Filing 
Cabinet, Hedge Trimmer, Yard Tools, Bulls 

Memorabilia, Household Decor, Christmas Decor, 
Games, CDs, Books & Much More

Everything Must Go!
05052024

305 305 
GARAGE / ESTATE SALESGARAGE / ESTATE SALES

START AN EXCITING
NEW JOB WITH THE  
ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER!

Multimedia Sales 
Consultant

If you have an outgoing personality, an ener-
getic get-it-done approach, and enjoy helping 
clients build their business, then you may be a 
perfect fit for a sales position with the Rochelle 
News-Leader. This is a full-time position.

As a multimedia sales consultant, you will 
service current accounts and also cultivate new 
clients in the Rochelle/DeKalb region of northern 
Illinois, helping them market their products and 
services through a variety of highly visible, popu-
lar and effective local media vehicles.

If you have a passion to get out of the office on a 
regular basis to help clients grow their audience 
and reach new customers, then we would like to 
talk to you.

Applicants should possess excellent communi-
cation and organizational skills with a positive 
personality and team-player approach. Previous 
media sales or related marketing experience is 
a plus, including print, digital and social media 
advertising.

The sky is the limit on earning potential and 
career development in this position. We offer a 
competitive base salary plus commission.

Qualified applicants should mail or e-mail their 
resume to the following address:

Multimedia Sales Position
Rochelle News-Leader
ATTN: Will McMacken

P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068
or email to  

bmcmacken@newsmediacorp.com

RNLHOUSE

*ANTIQUE TRACTOR, ENGINE & 
COLLECTIBLE AUCTION*    

Since I have sold my farm and have moved, I will sell the following 
listed items to the highest bidder at NO RESERVE!. GPS directions 
45W420 McDonald, Road, Hampshire, Illinois. Or 7 Miles north of 
Elburn, Illnois on Illinois Rt. 47 to the Roundabout at Burlington Road, 
Exit west on Burlington Road 0.2 miles to McDonald Road, turn left 
go 1.3 miles to auction. 

Saturday May 18th Starting at 10:30 a.m.
* Old Tractors * Model T * Antique Engines * Collectibles,  

Parts & Iron
1925 Model T Depot Hack, May be running by sale time; Complete 
& Running, Ruston & Hornsby Canadian Elevator Engine Mark CR, 
17h.p. Diesel hit & miss engine on large steel wheel trucks; Other 
smaller hit and miss engines, non-running; Star 10x9 Steam Engine, 
used in the oil fields; John Deere 690A excavator, runs and operates, 
good old machine, great for the farm. Vintage Link-Belt Speeder 
Crane with clam shell bucket, dragline bucket and back-hoe bucket. 
Runs and operates, has Cat D-311engine. Only one steering brake 
works. The seller can load it for you. Collectible Peter Wright Black 
Smith Anvil, Stand & Anvil weigh 550lbs; Pickering 2” Governor for 
steam engine;  2-antique Whitte diesel engines with electric gen 
sets, 10 KVA & 11.3 KVA; Older Machining tools, Bridgeport CNC 
Mill; Mitsui surface grinder; Buffalo No. ½ iron worker; Brown & Sharp 
Horizontal Universal NO. II mill; Metro, Lister clone generator; Ridged 
530 pipe machine w/ 3 cutting heads, Oster pipe machine; 3” trash 
pump with engine; IH M Tractor, 12volt, flat spoke rear wheels, runs 
good; Ih M tractor the Louisville model, runs; Allis Chalmers B tractor 
with sickle mower; Non-running MM Z tractor; IH Super A tractor; EZ 
Go gas Golf Cart; Yazoo Ranger 60” mower, runs and mows; Hobart 
303 Powerweld , has Ford 6cyl. Gas engine; we will have some iron 
piles, Lots Model T&A parts for engines and body, several old wire 
rims; Collection of outboard motors and older snowmobiles; And 
many more items of interest and usability. If you are a tractor & engine 
collector, you need to be here. 
Terms: 10% Buyers Premium. Cash, Checks, Credit Cards w/ 3% convenient 
fee added. Not Responsible For Accidents, Injury or Theft. Announcements made 
sale day   take precedence over all other advertisement. We will have forklifts sale 
day to load you. Pre-Auction Viewing May 16-17 from 9a-4p.
ALL ITEMS MUST BE REMOVED FROM THE PROPERTY BY WEDNESDAY 
MAY 22ND. The property has been sold. All sells at NO RESERVE! Bring your 
truck trailer & a friend. 
Almburg Auctioneering - 815-739-3703 Steve, Andrew, Adam 

Rick Heissler, owner 630-885-2284

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-262-3900

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

04092023

Show& Sell

Browse
& Buy

All in the 
Classifieds!

Place an Ad:
Rochelle News-Leader

815-562-4171
Ogle County Life

815-732-2156

Subscribe:
Rochelle News-Leader
815-562-4171
Ogle County Life
815-732-2156
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SPORTS

FOR 
SALE

4 Bedroom. 1 Bathroom. Large Lot
Newly Remodeled

$115,000.00
Call - 815-228-1566

House for Sale In LaMoille
203 Martin Street

04
28

20
24

For
Sale

Ala Carte Country  
Remodel Done 

Your Way

3 beds, 2 bath 1700sq ft two story on 
1.5-acre lot with basement and detached 
garage/outbuilding on the edge of town. 
New water heater, gas furnace, electric 
panel, new septic and much, much more. 
Please call for more details or to request 
an info packet. This is NOT a “sweat 
equity” deal, contract purchase or rent to 
own, PLEASE. 

Please call for more details:  
630-208-4742

04282024

RTHS Bass Fishing (COURTESY PHOTOS)

Rochelle Township High School bass fishing team takes eighth at IHSA Shabbona Lake Sectional
The Rochelle Township High School bass fishing team competed in the IHSA Sectional at Shabbona Lake on Thursday afternoon, finishing eighth out of 12 schools with 

a final total of 2.28 pounds. The team includes Sydney Carmichael, Caleb Esterday, Macenzie Glosser, Alivia Henkel, Abby Metzger and Sydney Tabor.

Forge Wrestling Club

Locals shine at 2024 Illinois Freestyle State Championships
Andronic brothers take home state titles, Villalobos secures runner-up finish 

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

DEKALB — The Forge 
Wrestling Club sent 16 
athletes to the 2024 Illinois 
Freestyle State Champion-
ships over the weekend, 
with two athletes taking 
home state titles in the 
tournament.

Elias Andronic finished 
first in the Boys 8U 56 
Division with a 3-0 re-
cord. Andronic opened the 
tournament with a 16-6 
technical fall over RTC 
Wrestling’s Jaxson Cajigas 
before notching a fall over 
Relentless Training Cen-
ter’s Nico Poeta. Andronic 
clinched the championship 
with a 14-3 technical fall 
against Frankfort Gladiator 
Wrestling’s Trecyn Holba in 
the third round.

Nehemiah Andronic 
finished first in the 10U 
67 Division with a 4-0 re-
cord. Andronic started the 
tournament with falls over 
Lockport’s Aiden Samanich 
and Maine Eagles wrestler 
Logan Gallegos. Andronic 
followed the falls with a 
12-2 technical fall over 
Hurricane Wrestling’s Noah 

Caputo and Tinley Park 
Bulldogs wrestler Jaxon 
Scott to clinch the cham-
pionship.

Roman Villalobos took 
second in the 16U 190 
Division with a 4-1 re-
cord. Villalobos recorded 
a 10-0 technical fall over 
Sycamore’s Adam Carrick 
and a 12-0 technical fall 
over Rock Island’s Rowan 
Stockwell to begin the 
tournament. After a 12-2 
technical fall over R13 
Wrestling’s Drew Silzer and 
a 10-0 technical fall over 
Harvey Twisters wrestler 
Adrian Esparza, Villalo-
bos battled Alber Athletics 
wrestler Oliver McPeek for 
the title, falling just short in 
an 18-15 decision.

Wells Millard finished 
third in the 10U 59 Division 
with a 2-1 record, scoring 
10-0 technical falls over 
Mat Rat Wrestling’s Alex-
ander Todd and SOT-C’s 
Mackson Talley. Jackson 
Moreno finished third in 
the 10U 71 Division with a 
2-1 record, notching a 10-0 
technical fall over Glen El-
lyn’s Bodhi Raitano and a 
16-5 technical fall over Fox 
Lake Wrestling’s Mason 

Potts.
Ava Barber finished 

third in the Girls 10U 67 
Division and Teddy Mil-
lard took fourth in the 12U 
74 Division with a 3-3 
record, scoring a fall over 
Callan Wrestling’s Kamdyn 
Sullivan as well as a 10-0 
technical fall over Lion’s 

Den’s Scott Kilmer and an 
18-12 decision over Rock 
Island’s Daiton Reed. 

Kaiden Morris went 3-2 
in the Junior 215 Division, 
recording a 15-2 technical 
fall over Tavfik Ibragimov 
as well as a 10-0 technical 
fall over Old School Wres-
tling’s Dylan Cerny and 

an 11-0 technical fall over 
Daniel Martinez. Will Julian 
went 2-2 over four bouts 
in the 16U 150 Division, 
scoring a 13-12 decision 
against Jon Martin Jr. and 
a 14-4 technical fall over 
St. Charles Wrestling’s 
Benjamin Nitsch. 

Brenden Voight went 
4-2 in the 16U 157 Divi-
sion, notching a fall over 
The Wrestling Academy’s 
Samuel Cushman as well 
as a forfeit from Mauricio 
Perez, a 14-6 decision over 
Patton Trained’s Josiah Wil-
liams and a 16-5 technical 
fall over Thunderbird Wres-
tling’s Ethan Harvey. Joshua 
Lassiter went 1-2 in the 16U 
150 Division, earning a 14-2 
technical fall over Karl Bep.

Freddie Hernandez went 
2-2 in the 16U 113 Division, 

scoring a 10-0 technical fall 
over ISI Wrestling’s Evan 
Hamilton and a 15-4 tech-
nical fall over Lion’s Den’s 
Nathan Fisher. Jacksyn 
Windham went 2-2 in the 
14U 187 Division, record-
ing a win over Demolition 
Wrestling Club’s Timotheus 
Conner and a 12-0 technical 
fall over Alpha Wrestling’s 
Xander Luangphakdy.

Jackson Norris went 1-2 
in the Junior 126 Division, 
earning a forfeit from Max-
well Neal. Hadley Losoya  
went 2-2 in the 16U 132 
Division, recording a 10-0 
technical fall over Izzy 
Style’s Kevin Hamilton as 
well as a 6-0 decision over 
Suplex Wrestling’s Aibar 
Aitkaliuly. 

Conrad Barber competed 
in the 10U 77 Division.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Nehemiah Andronic (left), Elias Andronic (middle) and Roman Villalobos (right) all earned medalist honors 
during the 2024 Illinois Freestyle State Championships in DeKalb over the weekend. The Andronic brothers 
finished first in their respective divisions, while Villalobos took second in his division.

Read and 
Recycle


