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Top students for Mendota ngh School Class of 2024

Mendota High School
principal Joe Masini has
announced that 11 students
from the MHS Class of
2024 have been designated
as Illinois State Scholars.

The Illinois Student
Assistance Commission
(ISAC), the state’s college
access and financial aid agen-
cy, presents this recognition
of academic achievement
to exceptional high school
students annually. State
Scholars are selected annu-
ally based on standardized
test scores combined with
sixth semester class rank.
These exceptional students
rank in approximately the
top 10 percent of graduates
from Illinois high schools.

MHS students achieving
the honor include:

* Madelyn Becker,
daughter of Patrick and
Kelly Becker of Mendota.

Activities and awards:
Interact Club (secretary),
student council, Spanish
Club, math team, Academic
Challenge, National Honor
Society (president), Spanish

See MHS, Page 4 Mendota High School Class of 2024 Illinois State Scholars, front row, left to right, are Jay Sims, Ryleigh Sondgeroth and Bria Frey. Middle row, Ava
’ Jones, Lilly Leifheit and Natalia Salinas. Back row, Madelyn Becker, Grace Wasmer, Logan Dewey, Bridget McGann and Emma Pierce.

1210 Meriden St, Mendota
819-938-2143
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Fri & Sat 11a - 10p, Tuesday CLOSED
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Mendota High School Graduates

Eithun Atkins

Madelyn Becker Kamdyn Becket Isaac Belmonte Angelica Botello

Lillianna Caruso Kimberly Cedillo Samuel Christmann Emerson Clark

Kyan Cooper Estefania Coronel Adam Davis Beau Dearing Logan Dewey Araceli Diaz
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Continued from Page 2

Honor Society, Homecom-
ing and Prom committees,
volleyball, softball, DAR
Award winner, National
Rural and Small Town
Award, academic all-confer-
ence, Lions Honor Banquet,
all-conference softball.

Future plans: Attend
a four-year university to
major in pharmacy.

* Logan Dewey, son of
Heather Dewey of Mendota.

Activities and awards:
soccer (captain), basketball,
National Honor Society,
Spanish Honor Society,
Spanish Club, Academic
Challenge, Boys State,
honor roll.

Future plans: Undecided
on school. Plan to major in
nursing to hopefully become
a nurse anesthetist.

* Bria Frey, daughter of
Kent Fry of Ottawa and the
late Tammy Sterling.

Activitiesand awards: Na-
tional Honor Society, Spanish
Honor Society, Podcast Club
(president), Homecoming
and Prom committees, SAR
Award winner, volleyball,
basketball, cheerleading,
Spanish Club, Art Club, ac-
ademicall-conference, Lions
Honor Banquet.

Future plans: Attend
an in-state school to study
finance and psychology to
be a financial advisor.

* Ava Jones, daughter of
Anthony and Michelle Jones
of Mendota.

Activities and awards:
volleyball, National Honor
Society, Spanish Honor So-
ciety, Interact Club, Spanish
Club, Homecoming and
Prom committees, Lions

Honor Banquet, math team,
honor roll.

Future plans: Study nurs-
ing at the University of lowa.

* Lilly Leifheit, daughter
of Jason and Juli Leitheit of
Mendota.

Activitiesand awards: Na-
tional Honor Society, Span-
ish Honor Society, student
council, Homecoming and
Prom committees, Spanish
Club, math team, volleyball,
all-conference volleyball,
academic all-conference.

Future plans: Attend a
four-yearuniversity to study
pediatric nursing.

* Bridget McGann,
daughter of Patrick and Kim-
berly McGann of Earlville.

Activities and awards:
USA swimming scholastic
all-American three times,
2023 Illinois Swimming
Breakout Swimmer, U.S.

After such fine academic performances,
we know you’re destined for great things.

Mayor David Boelk

City Clerk Emily McConville
City Treasurer Rob Letterly

City Council Members:
Jim Fitzpatrick, John Holland,

Kyle Kim, Jay Miller,

John Hessenberger, Mark Peasley,
Leo Hochstatter & Vicki Johnson

“THE WORLD's
GREATEST LITTLE

Thanks for
making us proud
and good luck!

Olympic Trials swimming
qualifier, Illinois swimming
student-athlete represen-
tative, USA Swimming
Athlete Advisory Commit-
tee board member, Illinois
swimming youth camp
leader, math tutor, math
team, Spanish Club, Illinois
State Scholar.

Future plans: Attend
the University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison, swim for its
college program, study ki-
nesiology and psychology,
go into sports psychology.

* Emma Pierce, daughter
of Darrell and Sheila Pierce
of West Brooklyn.

Activities and awards:
volleyball, softball, MHS
Honor Banquet, honor roll,
Homecoming and Prom
committees, principal’s of-
fice worker, Podcast Club,
Art Club, National Honor

Society, Illinois State Scholar.

Future plans: Pursue a
career in anesthesiology.

* Natalia Salinas, daugh-
ter of Santos and Mayoh
Salinas of Mendota.

Activitiesand awards: ten-
nis, National Honor Society,
4.0 cumulative grade point
average, Girls State, Quest-
Bridge Scholar, employment
at Allure Health Services.

Future plans: Attend the
College ofthe Holy Cross to
major in accounting.

e Jay Sims, child of
Emmet and Hazel Sims of
Compton.

Activities and awards:
band, musicals, Scholastic
Bowl, Illinois State Scholar,
Academic Challenge.

Future plans: Attend
Western Illinois University
to major in anthropology.

* Ryleigh Sondgeroth,

daughter of Mattand Amber
Sondgeroth of Mendota.

Activities and awards:
National Honor Society,
Spanish Honor Society,
student council president,
Spanish Club, volleyball,
basketball, softball.

Future plans: Attend
St. Ambrose University to
pursue nursing.

* Grace Wasmer, daugh-
ter of Steve and Alison
Wasmer of Mendota.

Activities and awards:
volleyball, basketball, track,
student council vice pres-
ident, Interact Club presi-
dent, Spanish Club, Nation-
al Honor Society, Spanish
Honor Society, Academic
Challenge.

Future plans: Attend
IVCC and then transfer to a
four-year college majoring
in accounting.

FINANCIAL
3

CREDIT UNION

onoring Toa

ay’s

Graduates

You’ve come a long way, and we’re very
proud of your achievements. Keep up the
great work, and we know you’ll go far.
Best wishes today and always!

1905 13th Ave., Mendota, IL
815-539-3444

www.financialplus.org

ES' EXCESS SHARE
IINSURANCE

05112022
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Mendota High School Graduates
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Payton Diaz Alexa Escatel Linnea Escatel

Joshua Figueroa Mariah Figueroa Jose Frausto

Dean Gilbert Nevaeh Gonzales Janet Guzman Ashley Hermosillo

Bryan Herrera Kiara Johnson Aubree Jones Ava Jones Nellie Kerchner Kaleb Kleckner
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VAESSEN BROS.

CHEVROLET

505 N. Pennsylvania Ave.
Sublette
815-849-5232
www.vaessenbrothers.com

CARRIAGE HOUSE

ELECTRIC
105 12th St. e Mendota
815-538-5598

EL REY TACO
604 6th St. ¢ Mendota
815-539-7100

BLACK BROS
501 9th Ave. ¢ Mendota
815-539-7451

TO THE CLASS OF
2024

MENDOTA AREA MENDOTA AREA

SENIOR SERVICES CHAMBER OF
1901 Tom Merwin Dr. ¢ Mendota COMMERCE

(815) 539-7700 800 Washington St.

mendotaareaseniorservices.org Mendota
(815) 539-6507

THE MENDOTA

REPORTER HIGHSMITH HAUL AWAY
703 lllinois Ave. ® Mendota Mendota
(815) 539-9396 815-993-8673

MENDOTA ELKS LODGE MEYERS FURNITURE
#1212 1901 S. 13th Ave e Mendota

707 Indiana Ave. ¢ Mendota 815-539-6263

815-538-3557
SETCHELL AGENCY LTD.

ERBES REALTY, LLC 618 Sixth St. « Mendota
1922 Tower Road e Sublette 815-539-9311
815-535-6295
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Mendota High School Graduates

Mason Koch Landon Lee

Arman Miranda Julian Muller

Izaiah Nanez Cruz Orozco Xzavior Orozco Jose Payan

Emma Pierce Ana Ramirez Justin Randolph Karly Reel Hannah Rich Jacob Roldan
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Mendota e Peru ¢ Ottawa

Morris ® Diamond
Member NCUA - ESI

MCDONALD’S
2701 12th St. @ 1503 13th Ave
Mendota

FURAR’S BODY SHOP
306 Plaza Dr. ® Mendota
815-539-6075

THE MENDOTA REPORTER
703 lllinois Ave. ® Mendota
815-539-9396

TO THE CLASS OF

2024

‘f‘ﬁ

Cle with you all (he bejt!
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Mendota High School Graduates

Natalia Salinas Diego Sandoval Dagen Setchell Haden Shakespeare Savanna Shamblin

Ryleigh Sondgeroth Peter Stavropoulos Ryan Stevenson Cale Strouss

Valerie Valdes Naoemi Valencia-Reyes Elise Verkaeren Grace Wasmer Johnathan Wheeler Logan Wujek

NOT PICTURED
Anthony Arteaga
Kenny Bugarin
Vanessa Gomez-Rico
Javier Monica
Noah Orozco
Roxana Ramirez
Dimitri Rodriguez
Morgan Smith
Jessica Terrazas
Bianka Valdez
Ysabelle Wear
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Tips to set up an ideal home study space

Study skills are integral
to academic success. Such
abilities help students learn
more efficiently and effec-
tively, which can lead to bet-
ter grades on assignments
and tests. Developing strong
study habits can prepare
students for future success in
life, as dedication to study-
ing canbe mirrored in habits
related to job performance.

The desire to study is
one component of being in-
volved in the task. However,
setting up an environment
conducive to studying is
another part ofthis important
equation. Students lookingto
study longer and better may
want to re-evaluate study
environments at home. Here
are some ways to implement
positive changes.

¢ Isolate from interrup-
tions. The first step to setting
up astudy location is to pick a
spotaway from the hustle and
bustle ofthehousehold. While
aseparateroomorhomeoffice
can be helpful, an out-of-the
way nook or similar spot can
be just as effective. By dedi-
cating a study spot, you can
train your brain to recognize
this is a study area and you
may immediately become
more focused.

» Keep only pertinent
materials nearby. It may

be tempting to check your
phone or watch videos or
television if those devices
are close to the study area.
Make it stark and outfitted
with only what’s necessary
for the study session.

*Focus on good lighting.
To avoid eye strain and
avoid difficulty focusing,
make sure the study area has
adequate lighting. Lighting
behind you will help illumi-
nate the pages of textbooks
andadditional reading mate-
rials. Avoid using computers
in dimly lit rooms, as that
may aggravate eye strain.

* Aim for ergonomics and
comfort. You’ll want to be
comfortable while studying,
but not so much that you’re
falling asleep. Choose a
chair that is supportive and
keeps you seated inaneutral
position.

« Store supplies nearby.

" When you have experlenced

the loss of a loved one, you can
trust Wasmer Funeral Home to
guide you through the process of
honouring life. At Wasmer Funeral
Home, we pride ourselves on
serving families in Mendota and
the surrounding areas with dignity,
respect and compassion. Our

staff is experienced in a variety of
funeral services and can help you
celebrate your loved one no matter
your religion, culture or budget.

Catherine Wasmer, Director
Cell: 815-228-6260

Hayden Hurst  Kristen O0'Connell
ieclrlAssocale  DirectorlAssociate

Having to constantly get up
and grab supplies increases
the risk of distractions ad-
versely affecting your study
time. A zippered pouch or a
tote bag that contains all of
your study materials can be
kept within reach.

* Keep aclockin view. A
clock should not deter you
from studying. Setting dead-
lines and time constraints on
study time can encourage
focus. Break down study
sessions into chunks of time
that are manageable to you.

« Utilize noise effective-
ly. Some people need abso-
lute quiet to study. Others
appreciate some white noise
or music to sharpen their
focus. Identify what works
for you and incorporate that
into your study area. A fan
or a running air purifier can
produce enough white noise
to drown out distractions.

Wasmer

FUNERAL HOME

Celebration-Of-Life-Center

CELEBRATING LIFE

and healing grieving hearts

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota, IL 61342
Bus: 815-539-8500
wasmerfh@gmail.com
wasmerfuneralhome.com

o Your every need handled by a licensed professional.

2112 W. Main St., Mendota, IL 61342

Consider these community college benefits

College is the next natural step for many
students after they finish high school. The
process of finding a school begins in junior
year of high school, and students and their
parents may visitmany different colleges and
universities throughout the next year. Even
though the bulk of the focus might be on four-
year schools, students who may not yet have
everythingallfigured outshouldnotoverlook
the many benefits of community colleges.

The United States Department of
State’s Education USA says community
colleges offertwo-year programs that lead
to the Associate

*More affordable tuition: Lower tuition
is one of the major draws to community
colleges. The career planning resource
Indeed says that many community colleges
further discount their offerings to in-state
students. This helps make post-secondary
education much more affordable, partic-
ularly for those who are not sure about
what they want to study.

» Relationships with four-year schools:
A number of community colleges have
partnerships with sister schools to facilitate
the transfer of associate degree credits for
a student working

of Arts (AA) or
Associate of Sci-
ence (AS) degree.
Some community
colleges also have
vocational pro-
grams. Commu-
nity colleges are
aviable option for
students interested
incontinuing their
education. Undergraduate students study-
ing at community colleges can earn aca-
demic credit that will eventually go toward
a bachelor’s degree should they choose
to continue schooling. The following are
some of the benefits of community college.

¢ Flexible admissions process: Com-
munity colleges do not have the same
time restrictions and other requirements
as schools offering four-year degrees.
Interested parties may be able to register
for classes at any time and not have to
worry about being accepted or not.

¢ Part-time scheduling: Community col-
leges often offer part-time academic course-
work, which means students do not have to
take a set number of credits each semester
to remain enrolled. This allows students to
attend college classes according to their own
schedules and work at their own pace.

toward a four-year
degree. Education
USA says in this
“2+2” process,” a
student can earn a
bachelor’s degree
with two years
of community
college, followed
by two years of
university study.
Some community colleges also serve as
satellite locations for other schools, mean-
ing one can take classes for a four-year
school right on the community college
campus ifthe location is more convenient.

* Smaller class sizes: Many community
colleges have smaller class sizes that make
it easier for students to adjust to the pace
of college life.

* Proximity to home: As the name im-
plies, community college is a school that
serves aparticular community. That means
it is likely close to home for the majority
of students. Students who may not be
willing or able to go away to school may
appreciate the convenience and proximity
of a community college.

Community college is an option that
students may want to explore as they
pursue post-secondary education.

FARM - HOME - CROP - HAIL - AUTO - LIFE
COMMERCIAL - BONDS - HEALTH

Congratulations to our 2024 graduates!

FIRST STATE INSURANCE

* Complete Insurance Service °

715 Washington Street, Mendota ¢ 815-539-5651

05082024
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Variables to consider when applying to colleges

Students’ college deci-
sions are among the most
significant choices they will
make over the course of their
lifetimes. Many students lay
the foundations for reward-
ing careers during college,
and the friendships formed
during university years often
last a lifetime.

Students cannot utilize
a magic formula to ensure
they choose theright college
or university. However,
on-campus visits and dis-
cussions with current and
former students can provide
invaluable insight into what
life is like at a given college
or university. In addition,
students and their families
can consider a host of vari-
ables as they try to decide
where to apply for college.

* Cost: The high cost of
college is well documented,
but prices vary significantly.
According to the Trends in
College Pricing 2023 report
from the College Board, the
average cost of tuition and
fees at a public, four-year,
in-state school was $11,260
in the 2022-23 school year.
The average cost of tuition
and fees and a private,
nonprofit, four-year school
during that same academic
year was $41,540. That’s a
price difference of more than

$30,000 annually. Many
students borrow money to
finance their college edu-
cations, and high schoolers
must consider the amount of
debt they’re willing to take
on when making this pivotal
life decision.

» Campus life: The at-
mosphere on and around
campus is another variable
to consider when deciding
where to apply to college.
College is the first taste of
independence many young
people experience. Though
students are often excited
by that prospect, it’s im-
portant to recognize that
the atmosphere on campus
will go a long way toward
determining how enjoyable
life ata given college or uni-
versity may be. Forexample,
students who are looking
forward to living on campus
may not find that transition
as enjoyable if a school has
more commuter students
than resident students. In
addition, some students
may prefer an insulated
college environment, while
others may be looking for
opportunities to engage in
city life that goes beyond
campus activities. Students
can identify what they want
out of campus life and then
choose schoolsbased onhow

closely their environments
align with those priorities.

e Curriculum: Curricu-
lum merits ample consider-
ation, even among students
who are uncertain about
what they want to study.
For those who know what
they want to study, arrange
to speak with department
faculty and current students
when visiting the campus to
identify if a given program
aligns with your academic
interests. Curriculums are
designed differently at each
university, so programs
under the same major can
be vastly different from one
school to the next. Students
who are not sure what they
want to study can look for
colleges and universities that
offerawiderange of majors,
minors and concentrations.

 Reputation: A school’s
reputation is another factor
that merits consideration.
Reputation is a somewhat
fluid variable, and it’s not
always the best barometer to
use when assessing acollege
or university. However, if
a school has an especially
strong reputation among
businesses and professionals
inthefield a studenthopes to
enter, then this can be a cru-
cial variable when deciding
where to apply.

The Mendota Reporter 11

Tips to choose a college major

Millions of students attend college after
high school. The Education Data Initiative
saysthere were 18,939,568 people enrolled
in colleges in the United States in 2023.

Atsomepointin their pursuit of post-sec-
ondary education, students will need to
choose a major. Choosing a major can be
challenging for students who have various
interests and/or did well in multiple subjects
in high school. The good news is that once
amajor is chosen, it isn’t set in stone. Many
students change their majors as they are
exposed to different coursework in college.
Here are a few ideas for choosing a major.

* Don’t be pressured by family. Some
students simply choose “the family busi-
ness” route and select the same school and
major as one or both of their parents. Make
this a well-informed choice that considers
various aspects and not just what Mom or
Dad do for a living.

* Selecta subject you enjoy. You do not
want to be slugging through the next four
or more years of school studying topics
that bore you. Avoid potential burnout by
choosing a major that interests you and
offers a future.

*Researcharelated industry. Investigate
which jobs have higher rates of openings
and compare other factors like earning
potential. While the goal is not simply to
select the major that will lead to a job with
the highest earning potential, you should
consider majors that will lead to jobs that
are stable and offer growth potential. The
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics is a good
start for data. It currently lists wind turbine
service technicians and nurse practitioners

Clessof

v
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as the fastest-growing occupations.

* Determine how rigorous coursework
will be. Some majors feature more rigor-
ous coursework than others. If you know
that marathon study sessions and lots of
research or writing projects are going to
lead to extensive stress, it is probably
best to consider another course of study.
Indiana University Bloomington deter-
mined the most difficult majors based on
the average time students spent per week
preparing included architecture, chemical
engineering and aeronautical engineering.
Public relations, communications and
criminal justice were among the less de-
manding majors, though it’s important to
note that excelling in any course of study
requires hard work and commitment.

¢ Check in with your academic advisor.
Academicadvisors can guide you by offer-
ing career assessment quizzes and going
over your grades. Such assessments may
reveal skills that align well with certain
fields of study.

¢ Delay the decision. If you truly do
not know what you want to study, enroll
in school undeclared. This will give you a
chance to explore some general education
“core” classes and feel outa school before
making a larger commitment. Typically
colleges will require a declaration of major
by the end of sophomore year to allow
enough time for completing that major’s
required courses.

When choosing a major, students
should weigh various factors to find a
course of study that suits their interests
and career goals.

Ava Jones and the
1\' Class of 2024!!

Congratulations
Bria Frey and the class

£ of 0241 <

2024

We applaud your hard work and dedication!
Congratulations!
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Troy Anderson Lucas Cassidy Oscar Gonzalez Il Sierra Spohn Vincent Zembrzuski

Class@ 2024
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Earlville High School Graduates

Chesney Auter Jack Ballas Griffin Cook Ryleigh Dixon

Trenton Fruit Trey Gauer Hayden Glant Domenic Gonzalez Brooklynn Guelde Emily Harness

Brice Harrison Joseph Jungels Carter Kick

Rocco Morsovillo Madyson Olson Hannah Pfaff Nevaeh Sansone Layla Tirevold Andrew Whitney
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Preparation and guidance from EHS
insures successful future for graduates

The year everyone wishes for until the
time actually comes, our senior year. Once
a freshman looking up to the upperclassmen
mirroring almost everything that they did.
We begin to realize what we once were, and
what we have now become. We no longer
have to look up to the big kids because we
are the ones who lead by example and look
down. Not believing everyone when they
said that the four years flew by, but now
it is over.

Freshman year was arollercoaster. From
not going to school our last quarter of eighth
grade, to walking into the building the first
day of our freshman year. Covid nearly
ruined almost every extracurricular activ-
ity throughout the year. We didn’t know if
there was going to be sports, homecoming,
and not that it matters to us freshmen but
prom as well. Although all of this was a
blur, we never stopped dedicating ourselves
and figured out that there were going to be
sports. We ended up winning the conference
tournament championship insoccer that year,
which is one of the most exciting memories
of the last four years.

Sophomore year was a little bit different.
Extracurricular activities were all a go and
everything was on time. It was kind of a
reality check since in Covid everything was
laid back. We participated in fun activities
like homecoming week, decorating floats,
and the AG Olympics. The world started to
get bigger as we got more responsibilities
and began to get our driver’s license. This
is when the high school experience went
into full effect.

Junior year was back to normal. We
were now considered upperclassmen and
had to start acting like it. There are many
important things in Junior year like starting

asearch for colleges and taking your SAT. It
is our first year we can go to prom and we
are the ones who have to set it up. School
was getting harder and harder and we were
expected to do better everyday. Junior year
was definitely the hardest year yet.

Senioryear flew by. Almosteveryone says
that their senior year flies by, and they aren’t
lying. From our last homecoming week to
our last prom. This is where most people
say goodbye to sports forever, which isn’t
the easiest thing. We are all grown up now.
Everyone has to fully commit themselves
to school so they can make it to the college
they want to go to. With the stressful and
sad memories that go along with senior year
there are many good ones as well. Breaking
school records for basketball wins in a sea-
son, having a successful soccer team, and
remaining competitive in all of the other
sports. We also will remember the bonds
that we have created with each other and
our teachers as well.

The time that I have spent and the ex-
periences that I have had at Earlville High
School can’tbe putinto words. From the best
staff to the best classmates, creates the best
possible environment that I would want to
grow up in. Now that it is over we have to
answer the hardest question there is. What
do you want to do with your life? Some of
us can answer this on the spot and others it
will take them years to answer. No matter
how long it takes you though, the preparation
and guidance that we have gotten from EHS
will insure us to be successful in whatever
journey we take. Thank you Earlville High
School.

Griffin Cook
2024 Class President
Earlville High School

Earlville
High School
graduates not

pictured:
Derrick Richardson

e with you all) the best!

to-the Olad of
2024

Earlville Class of 2023 officers, sitting, left to right, are Chesney Auter, secretary,
and Emily Harness, treasurer. Back row, left to right, are Joseph Jungels, vice pres-
ident, and Griffin Cook, president.
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The top three students for the Earlville Class
of 2024, left to right, are Brooklynn Guelde,
valedictorian; Hannah Pfaff, salutatorian; and
Emily Harness, valedictorian.

Guelde, Harness are co-valedictorians, Pfaff is
salutatorian of the Earlville H.S. Class of 2024

Brooklynn Guelde and
Emily Harness are the vale-
dictorians and Hannah Pfaffis
the salutatorian ofthe Earlville
High School Class of 2024.

Guelde is the daughter of
Scott and Robyn Guelde of
Leland.

Her honors and activities
include volleyball, softball,
student council and National

Honor Society.

Her future plans are to at-
tend Southern Illinois Univer-
sity to major indental hygiene.

Harness is the daughter of
Brandon and Lisa Harness of
Earlville.

Herhonors and activities in-
clude National Honor Society,
student council, Illinois State
Scholar, class officer, teacher’s

aide, Yearbook Club, baseball
manager, varsity volleyball
and community volunteer.

Her future plans are to attend
[llinois State University tomajor
in therapeutic recreation to geta
degree in occupational therapy.

Pfaff is the daughter of
Gregg and Rhiannon Pfaff of
Earlville.

Her honors and activities

include volleyball, softball,
National Honor Society, Junior
marshal, high honor roll, Year-
book Club, art award, English
award, summer school leader
and Feed My Starving Children.

Her future plans are to at-
tend Illinois State University
to discover new topics and
interesting careers that pique
my full interest.

GOIIGRHTUHTIONS

GRADUATES?

FIRST STATE INSURANCE
EARLVILLE
114 W. Railroad e Earlville
(815) 246-8261

EARLVILLE COLD STORAGE
101 N East St. @ Earlville
(815) 246-9469

CITY OF EARLVILLE
210 W. Railroad St. e Earlville
(815) 246-9588

CANTLIN LAW FIRM
128 S Ottawa St. e Earlville
815-246-8241

THE LOUNGE
117 S. Ottawa St. e Earlville
815-481-3656

MALLEY PLUMBING, HEATING
& AIR CONDITIONING
123 Ottawa St. e Earlville
815-246-6011

TRI-COUNTY
VETERINARY SERVICE
Kevin A. Zollars, DVM
920 Greenbriar e Earlville
815-246-9545

WHITTAKER AUTO SALVAGE
1365 N 45th Rd. e Earlville
815-246-7019

EARLVILLE FARMERS COOP
602 W Railroad St. e Earlville
815-246-8461

SANDY’'S SHEAR MAGIC
127 W. Railroad St. e Earlville
815-246-9393

PCA CUSTOM CARPENTRY
Earlville
630-880-6760

FREEDOM SAUSAGE, INC
4155 E. 1650th Rd. e Earlville

815-792-8276

MATHESIUS ELECTRIC
Earlville
815-884-9040
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Brian Edwards

Giovanni Gatza

Donna Sloan

lan Sundberg Nataleigh Wambhoff

Williams, Wittenauer are
top two students at LHS

Ava Williams is the valedictorian and Isabella Wit-
tenauer is the salutatorian of the LaMoille High School
Class of 2024.

Williams is the daughter of Bradley and Jennifer Wil-
liams of Van Orin.

Her honors and activities include National Honor
Society, student council, class vice president, Scholastic
Bowl, yearbook committee, high honor roll, Illinois State
Scholar, DAR Good Citizens Award and John Ourth Stu-
dent Recognition Award.

Her future plans are to attend the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign to major in molecular and cellular
biology to seek a career as a forensic science technician.

Wittenauer is the daughter of Donnie and Sarah Wit-
tenauer of Van Orin.

Her honors and activities include National Honor Soci-
ety, yearbook committee, Scholastic Bowl, class president,
honor roll and Kindness Award.

Her future plans are to attend IVCC to finish her
associate’s in science degree in the spring of 2025 and
then transfer to a university to receive a bachelor’s and
master’s in clinical psychology. She will pursue a career
in a hospital or facility as a clinical psychologist.

2024

CONGRATQX/ULATIONSI




6 « The Mendota Reporter

Graduation 2024

Wednesday, May 8, 2024

Get schooled on vocational training

High school graduates
or individuals looking to
explore continuing educa-
tion at any age have various
options. Among the most
popular options is enrolling
in a college or university.
Studying a trade in a vo-
cational school is another
popular option.

What are
vocational schools?
Vocational schools are

sometimes referred to as
career or trade schools. Vo-
cational schools tend to offer
certificate programs thatare
much shorter in duration
than traditional college
degree programs, and train
students for skilled jobs. Vo-
cational programs prepare
individuals for careers in
electrical work, hairstyling
and cosmetology, certified
nursing aids, automotive
work, and HVAC services,
among others.

Cost of attendance

Cost of education is
an important factor when

choosing a career, and the
cost of vocational school is
no exception. The College
Board says trade school
costs between $5,000 and
$15,000 on average for a
three- to 18-month program.
By comparison, the national
average for a two-year de-
gree program at public and
private colleges can range
from $3,621 to $15,333
per year. The cost to attend
a four-year college is con-
siderably higher, though it
varies widely by institution.
NerdWallet reports that,
asof2021, total studentloan
debt in the United States
exceeded $1.61 trillion.
Vocational school can be a
much more affordable op-
tion than attending college,
without the specter of large
amounts of debt looming
once the training is over.
An obvious job path
Many higher education
concentrations are confront-
ing low enrollment, while
vocational programs are

doing quite well, according
to The Hechinger Report,
which covers innovation
and equality in education.
The reason may be that
vocational training presents
a clear career path, and a
more secure way to a solid
job. Mechanic and repair
trade programs had an en-
rollment increase of 11.5
percent from spring 2021 to
2022, indicates the National
Student Clearinghouse.
“America is lending
money it doesn’t have to
kids who can’t pay it back
to train them for jobs that
no longer exist,” says Mike
Rowe, television personali-
ty and founder of the Mike
Rowe Works Foundation,
which offers scholarship
money to those who are pur-
suing the trades. Rowe feels
that America has convinced
people that the best path for
most people is an expensive
education. Meanwhile, the
Bureau of Labor Statistics
indicates there are more than

sevenmillionjobs available
across the U.S. that do not
require a four-year-degree.
Advantages to
vocational schools
Trade school students can
look forward to some benefits.
* hands-on learning
* more rigid schedule

« efficient time usage

« faster class pace

* small class sizes

* ability for licensure,
where needed

* lower costs of atten-
dance compared to other
types of schooling

* instructors who are

experts in their fields

Vocational schools are an
option for students right out
of high school or those re-
turning to school laterin life.
Such schools provide access
tomillions of rewarding and
lucrative jobs that can offer
financial security.

»

GRADUATES

815.638.2398

Member FDIC

FIRST STATE BANK OF VAN ORIN
Van Orin, IL = (815) 638-2111

MALDEN BANKING CENTER
Malden, IL = (815) 643-2121
Member FDIC

FIRST STATE BANK
90 N. Main St. - LaMoille

LEFFELMAN & ASSOCIATES
102 Main St. = LaMoille = (815) 638-2171
111 W. Main = Sublette - (815) 849-5219

Bennett’'s Upholstery
LaMoille
815-638-2524




Wednesday, May 8, 2024

Graduation 2024

The Mendota Reporter * 7

AHS Class of 2024: Dream big, set goals and believe in yourself

To the Class of 2024....

As our final month
winds down let us remem-
ber who we are and where
we came from. Going to a
small school has allowed
us to experience great
things together. When we
first metin 2011, we were
shy, scared and nervous.
We were excited for our
favorite classes, recess
and PE. We loved bringing
treats in for our birthdays
especially if we brought
them to Mrs. Grady’s class
sowe could get a giant pix-
ic stick. We laughed and
we had fun. We celebrated
our very first field trip to
Tanners Orchard. Then
had our first Pilgrim meal
over Thanksgiving week
and we celebrated our first
Christmas concert singing
our favorite Christmas
songs. In first grade, we
became readers trying to
meet our AR reading goals
and visited Blackberry
Farms learning about the
“old days”. Then came
second grade where our
reading skills improved
and we had the chance to
visit Brookfield Zoo. Even
though many of us proba-
bly acted like we belonged
in the zoo, our wonderful
teachers put up with us.
Third grade we learned
about the Civil War and
heard a costumed Abra-
ham Lincoln speak at Mid-
way Village Museum. We
learned how to hold arifle,
how to salute, and how to
not stick out like a sore
thumb. We also enjoyed
the wax museum where
we came alive with push-
ing a make believe button
on our hand. Many of us
were dressed as historical
figures or other famous
inventors. Also, ifyou had
Ms. Farmer as a teacher
you had an extra lesson
on how to put out small

fires. Before we knew
it, we were in 4th grade
where we learned about
Medieval Times and got
the chance to experience
itby going to the Medieval
Times dinner theater. We
celebrated our last pan-
cake breakfast and our last
track and field day. Then
came Junior High where
many things changed.
We met more friends, we
were able to participate
in clubs and sports and
we had to switch classes
while learning how to use
a combination lock to get
into our lockers. While in
fifth grade we had the joy
of making our totem poles
and when spring came
along we went to Camp
Reynoldswood to have
our 5th grade campout. We
played games and listened
to Mr. Spangler tell ghost
stories around the camp-
fire. In sixth grade we were
able to see Navy Pier. We
also got to learn the les-
son about how to survive
study hall. Then in sev-
enth grade we were able
to go to the Art Museum
in Chicago. Eighth grade
started great. We were
at the top of the school.
Many of us still involved
in sports, scholastic bowl
and band. We learned
about the Iditarod and
participated in a dog sled
race. And then in March of
2020, our world changed,
the COVID pandemic was
here. We suddenly had to
stop everything. School
changed to on-line, we
were stuck at home, stores
and restaurants closed,
and to see our friends we
had to be on a zoom call
on our chromebooks oruse
our cell phones to snap-
chat or facetime to stay
in touch. Our 8th grade
field trip to Springfield
was canceled, graduation

was canceled and all other
activities were canceled.
It was a trying time, but
we survived. Five months
later, our class finally
celebrated with a group
graduation party. It was
great seeing everyone as
we had ended our 8th grade
year so suddenly. As our
freshman year started, we
were happy to be back, but
forced to wear a mask,
hours at a time and even
during sporting events.
Every sniffle and every
cough caused a 7-10 day
quarantine, one time wip-
ing out most of the school
staff and students. We
missed out on Homecom-
ing festivities and sports
were shortened and moved
to the spring. It was a try-
ing time for all. And finally
our sophomore year, things
started to normalize. FFA,
band, musicals, sports and
other activities returned.
We learned to drive, get our
licenses and were able to
go to the movies and out to
eat. We finally got to have
Homecoming week where
we played Powderpuff

X (o) @

football, decorated floats,
hallways, went teepeeing,
and made fools of our-
selves during skit night.
We dressed up for our
Homecoming dance even
though we all stood very
awkwardly in our circle of
friends. The FFA sent two
teams to state this year,
with the parliamentary
team getting a third place
finish and the Conduct of
Chapter team obtaining
first place. We were re-
quired to take the SAT and
some of us were inducted
into the National Honor
Society. Many of us went
to prom for the first time,
trying to make it a mem-
orable night. We learned
how to play euchre and
other card games from the
seniors. And just like that
our senior year was here.
Winning the state cham-
pionship in football was a
memory many of us will
never forget. The school
spirit shined high under
those Friday night lights.
We painted the town, the
band played loudly, the
cheerleaders cheered and

danced, and the stands
were full. During the fall
we gotto enjoy the play, “I
Only Have Fangs For You”
and during the spring we
got to enjoy the musical,
“The Spelling Bee.” We
also got to see many of our
girls track members make
it to state throughout all of
high school. The summer
concerts, our senior class
trip over spring break, and
multiple other memories
we have shared together
will certainly never be
forgotten. And now, just
weeks away fromreceiving
our diplomas, our class will
be signing off one last time.
Many of us have been to-
gether since that very first
day. As we look through
all those old pictures on
our phones and in the
yearbooks, the memories
will lastalifetime. We have
grown stronger than ever.
We have overcome many
obstacles to reach this day.
Many of us will be leaving
for the military, getting a
job, or going to college or
a trade school. Some may
be moving out of state. Let

us conquer and celebrate
each other’s triumphs
and failures. Let us never
forget each other and our
friendship as the years go
by. Continue to go and do
good things while making
a difference in someone’s
life. Remember there is
no script. It is up to you
to write your own story.
Dream big, set goals and
believe in yourself. Most
importantly, remember
to smile, think positive,
and dream big. To the
Class of 2024, we did
it!! Congratulations and
Best Wishes. Remember
once a Clipper, always a
Clipper. Keep reaching
for the stars as this is only
the beginning. And justas
Arnold Schwarzenegger
said, “Justremember, you
can’t climb the ladder of
success with your hands
in your pockets”. Good
luck friends. I will miss
you all.
Sincerely,
Landon Whelchel,
President,
Amboy High School
Class of 2024

Congrats Class of 2024

firststatebank.biz 1 800.362.9623

W




8 « The Mendota Reporter

Graduation 2024

Wednesday, May 8, 2024

Top 10 students named for Amboy High School Class of '24

Ten Amboy High School
students earned a grade
point average of 3.5 or
higher and thus earned Top
of the Class honors for the
Class of 2024.

Brennan Blaine is the
son of Brian and Amanda
Blaine.

Honors and activities
include Illinois State Schol-
ar, National Honor Society
secretary, football, all-
state football, basketball
and three-time Academic
All-Conference.

Future plans are to get a
CDL throughIVCC,joinand
eventually take over mul-
tigenerational family farm.

Elizabeth Clarida of Am-
boy is the daughter of James
Clarida and Emily Clarida.

Honors and activities
include president of Leo’s
Club, National Honor So-
ciety, student council, vol-
leyball, education pathways
endorsement, student of the
month for Whiteside Area
Career Center and Amboy
High School.

Future plans areto attend
the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign to ma-
jor in special education and
work toward an endorse-
ment in early childhood
special education.

Emma Dinges of Sub-
lette is the daughter of
Nichola and Stacey Dinges.

Honors and activities
include Section 2 FFA
president, Amboy FFA pres-
ident, golf, National Honor
Society president, student
council president, Scho-
lastic Bowl, AHS musical,
AHS backstage manager,
student of the month, 2024
Principal’s Award recipient,
choir, class treasurer, 8th
grade discovery ag teacher.

Future plans are to attend
[owa State University to
major in animal science with
a pre-vet focus.

Elly Jones of West
Brooklyn is the daughter

of Doug and Nicole Jones.

Honors and activities
include National Honor
Society, highest honor roll,
Homecoming senior court,
President’s Dean’s List at
SVCC,volleyball, basketball,
track, cross country, academ-
ic all-conference, indoor and
outdoor state track qualifier.

Future plans are to attend
the University of Kansas to
study in the medical field.

Rylyn Karrow of Amboy
is the daughter of Brittney
Karrow.

Honors and activities in-
clude National Honor Soci-
ety, cheerleading, marching/
pep/concert band, Art Club
and dance at Center Stage
Dance Company.

Future plans are to attend
Sauk Valley Community
College and then transfer to
a four-year college.

Alexis Ketchum of Am-
boy is the daughter of
Tanya Ketchum and Daniel
Ketchum.

Honors and activities in-
cludebasketball, volleyball,
track, class council, Leo’s
Club, National Honor So-
ciety, Rodney Lindenmeyer
Award, Most Valuable Dis-
tance Award, Sauk Valley
media honorable mention,
AHS volleyball award and
IHSA Add-A-Tude Award.

Future plans are to attend
[linois State University to
pursue a degree in interior
design.

Alexa Morris of Amboy
is the daughter of David and
Josie Morris.

Honors and activities
include agronomy state
qualifier, volleyball, veter-
inary internship, lifeguard
and swim lessons.

Future plans are to move
to Pensacola, Fla., to attend
the University of West
Florida for four years to
study marine biology. After
earningabachelor’s degree,
plans are to enroll in veter-
inary school to become an

aquatic veterinarian.

Austin Shugars of Am-
boy is the son of Jeremy and
Angie Shugars.

Honors and activities
include highest honor roll,
high honors, President’s
and Dean’s List at SVCC,
National Honor Society
treasurer, baseball, Academ-
ic Bowl, Art Club, fall play.

Future plans are to attend
I1linois Wesleyan Universi-
ty to study history to maybe
become a history teacher/
professor and to keep doing
theater throughout college.

Landon Whelchel of
Amboy is the son of Chad
and Laurie Whelchel.

Honors and activities
include football, baseball,
basketball, FFA, Leo’s Club,
National Honor Society pres-
ident and secretary, Illinois
State Scholar, Academic
all-conference, highesthonor
roll, FFA agronomy award,
AHS student of the month,
all-area first-team football
offensive and defensive
Player of the Year, all-area
first-team baseball honorable
mention, 2023 Homecoming
King, Amboy Clipper Team
Maker Award, baseball and
football team captain.

Future plans are to attend
NorthernIllinois University
in DeKalb in hopes of ob-
taining a master’s degree in
engineering as they offer a
graduate program that can
be completed in five years.
Hopetobecomeinvolvedin
the competition and design
teams.

Kimber Zitelman of
Amboy is the daughter of
Mikael and Kelly Zitelman.

Honors and activities in-
clude National Honor Soci-
ety vice president, cheerlead-
ing captain, track captain,
Leo’s Club, student council,
AHS student of the month.

Future plans are to attend
Aurora University to double
majorincriminal justice and

psychology.

Amboy High School Class of 2024 Top 10 students, front row, left to right, are
Emma Dinges, Elizabeth Clarida, Rylyn Karrow, Kimber Zitelman and Alexa
Morris. Back row, Brennan Blaine, Austin Shugars, Landon Whelchel, Alexis
Ketchum and Elly Jones.

Keep up on your hometown
news with a subscription to
The Reporter!

‘Call (815) 539-9396 for all
the details.
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P.O. Box 300, 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL. 61342 « www.mendotareporter.com
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Aden Albee

Luke Corcoran

Alex Fields Tyler Gross

Hanna Jones Rylyn Karrow Alexis Ketchum Kain Ketchum Cole Larson Maeve Larson
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Nicholas Ochoa

Trey Payne

Zyler Smith Keenan Thier-Kessel Eliseo Vazquez-Tapia Skyler Ware Landon Whelchel
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~ Congratulations « #c -
6&/5’% of 2024 Graduates!
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Kimber Zitelman
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CWe with you all the best!

VAESSEN BROS. CHEVROLET

505 N. Pennsylvania Ave. e Sublette LEFFELMAN & ASSOCIATES
(815) 849-5232 16 S. Jones ¢ Amboy
www.vaessenbrothers.com (815) 857-2125
111 W. Main St. e Sublette
SUBLETTE FARMER’S ELEVATOR (815) 849-5219
100 W. Main St. @ Sublette
(815) 849-5222 ERBES REALTY, LLC
1922 Tower Road e Sublette
SENSIENT FLAVORS (815) 535-6295
25 E Main St. ¢ Amboy
(815) 857-3691 THE AMBOY NEWS
PO Box162 e Amboy
CARRIAGE HOUSE ELECTRIC (815) 857-2311

1886 Richardson Rd. ® Amboy
(815) 538-5598
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Amboy High School 2024 Class Officers, left to right, are Austin Shugars, vice pres-
ident; Landon Whelchel, president; Emma Dinges, treasurer; Kimber Zitelman,
secretary.

I

CONGRATS

i

to-the (lads of |
2024

CWe wish you ol the beft!

- —

ILLINOIS VALLEY

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

We celebrate you!

Now your next step can take you far
without taking you far away

With career and transfer programs available in fields from
engineering to healthcare, education to manufacturing,
agriculture to criminal justice, and so much more,
there’s a future for you at IVCC!

Go from good to great!

CHOOSE IVCC. CHOOSE SUCCESS!

Registration is open now for summer and fall 2024

Classes begin May 20 (Summer A), June 12 (Summer B & C), and August 15 (Fall)
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