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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Municipal Util-
ities electric department 
was recently recognized by 
the American Public Pow-
er Association (APPA) 
for achieving exceptional 
electric reliability in 2023. 

The APPA is a trade 
group that represents more 
than 2,000 not-for-profit, 
community-owned electric 
utilities like RMU. APPA 
helps electric utilities track 
power outage and res-
toration data through its 
subscription-based eRe-
liability Tracker service. 
Once per year, APPA’s 
Reliability Team compares 
this data to national sta-
tistics tracked by the U.S. 
Energy Information Ad-
ministration for all types 
of electric utilities.

RMU Superintendent of 
Electric Operations Blake 
Toliver said RMU was rec-
ognized due to being in the 
top 25 percent of reliable 
utilities in the nation. The 
City of Rochelle’s electric 
utility also achieved the 
same recognition last year 
and in 2020. 

“By law, we’re required 
to log every outage we 
have to the federal gov-
ernment,” Toliver said. “At 
the end of every year, the 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At 
the end of the school year, 
Rochelle Township High 
School School Psychol-
ogist Chris Roberts will 
retire after serving at the 
school since 2007. 

Roberts’ position at 
the school is through the 
Ogle County Educational 
Cooperative. He also does 
school psychologist work 
at Steward Elementary 
School. The OCEC pro-
vides special education 
services and programs for 
students with disabilities 
who are 3-21 years of 
age and residents of Ogle 
County. It also provides 
services for some Lee 
County schools. 

Roberts started his 
school psychologist ca-
reer with an internship in 
Kankakee before working 
in Freeport for three years. 
He came to the OCEC in 
1987 and during that time 
he primarily worked in 
the Rochelle Elementary 
School District and early 
childhood program. He 
then left the profession 
for 12 years before re-
turning to the OCEC in 

RMU receives national recognition
‘It means the money we’re reinvesting in our system is working’

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Lee-Ogle Transportation 
is currently conducting a 
study on the feasibility of 
a potential scheduled bus 
route in the City of Rochelle 
and has been holding public 
meetings and gathering sur-
vey feedback on the topic. 

LOTS and RLS & Asso-
ciates, its public transpor-
tation consultants, aim to 
evaluate options for fixed-
route bus service to enhance 
access to workplaces, med-
ical care, education, shop-
ping, recreation, and more 
for residents in Rochelle. 
The project team wants to 
hear from a diverse range 
of stakeholders, including 
senior citizens, individuals 
with disabilities, transit 
riders and non-riders, stu-
dents, and anyone who 
values transportation as a 
vital community resource. 

See LOTS page 8

The Rochelle Municipal Utilities electric department was recently recognized by 
the American Public Power Association (APPA) for achieving exceptional electric 
reliability in 2023. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

APPA looks at everybody’s 
outage statistics and we 
were recognized. That’s 
comparing us against all 
utilities, not just municipal 
utilities. All utilities are 
allowed to throw out their 
largest outage so it’s a fair 
comparison. But we don’t 
throw that out. We leave 
all of our outages in. I’m 
very happy to see we made 
it into the top 25 percent 
despite leaving the largest 
outages in there.”

City Manager Jeff Fie-
genschuh called the rec-
ognition “very important” 

especially among large 
utilities. He believes it 
shows the city’s utility 
is serving its purpose 
and recent reinvestment 
into electric infrastructure 
is working. He praised 
RMU’s staff for minimiz-
ing outages.  

Toliver said the award 
“means a lot” to his de-
partment. 

“It means the money 
we’re reinvesting in our 
system is working and 
improving the reliability 
of our system,” Toliver 
said. “With being recog-

nized two years in a row, 
we’re seeing our reliability 
going up and our outage 
times going down. In a lot 
of our outage statistics, 
we’re under 60 minutes for 
restoration, which is huge. 
We used to be at about 90 
minutes and now we’re 
under 60 in most cases. 
Recently we had a storm 
and we were all geared 
up for it. We didn’t have a 
single outage. And it did 
get pretty windy and we 
had some heavy rains.”

See RMU page 2

Roberts to retire after 17 years, two stints with OCEC
‘It’s contagious when you see such commitment from other people...’

At the end of the school year, Rochelle Township High School School Psychologist Chris Roberts will retire 
after serving at the school since 2007. Roberts’ position at the school is through the Ogle County Educational 
Cooperative.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

2007, placed full-time at 
RTHS. He has previously 
worked with St. Paul Lu-
theran School in Rochelle 
as well. 

Roberts graduated from 
Princeton High School 

and Illinois State Univer-
sity. His inspiration to get 
into the school psychology 
field came from a neighbor 
and his parents. 

“I’d never heard of a 
school psychologist or 

what that was,” Rob-
erts said. “My next door 
neighbor was a director 
of special education. I was 
in my senior year and she 
and I were talking one day 
and she told me to think 

about becoming a school 
psychologist. It was out 
of the blue and she was 
wondering what I wanted 
to do.”

See ROBERTS pg 3

City hopes to 
see LOTS bring 
fixed bus route 
to town
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ATTENTION 
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FRIENDS OF THE 
CLASS OF 2024!

Submit a high quality, scannable baby photo and senior photo of your favorite graduating 
senior, a message with up to 15 words and a $20 placement fee to the Rochelle News-
Leader office at: PO Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068. 
Emailed photos* can be sent to cackland@rochellenews-leader.com. 
Please call 815.562.4171 to arrange payment.  

Deadline is 2:00PM on Thursday, May 1155.

This special feature will be 
published on Wednesday, May 22, 2024.

Photos may be picked up at the News-Leader office after the May 22 publication date or we can mail back 
to you in a self-addressed stamped envelope.

*Make sure emailed photos are at least 200dpi. 
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Mail a high quality, scannable photo and payment ($20) along with this completed form to:
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YOU’VE COME A LONG WAY, BABY!
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OREGON — Breanna 
Cisketti, Gracie Prose, 
Cooper Alderks, Molly 
Blum, Carter Conderman, 

Aylivia Danekas, Bailey 
Jackson and Jack Rich-
olson. were all recently 
named as recipients of 

scholarships awarded by 
the Ogle County Farm 
Bureau in 2024.

Cisketti was awarded 

the Del Flessner Memorial 
Scholarship in the amount 
of $1,500. This scholar-
ship was created to honor 

Ogle County Farm Bureau scholarship winners announced
the legacy of long-time 
Ogle County Farm Bureau 
Manager Del Flessner. She 
is the daughter of Brian 
and Brandi Cisketti. Bre-
anna is a 2022 graduate 
of Polo High School and 
is currently majoring in 
agribusiness at UW-Plat-
teville.

Blum and Danekas 
were named winners of 
the $1,000 General Farm 
Bureau Scholarship.

Blum is the daughter of 
Matthew and Krista Blum, 
Polo. She is a 2023 grad-
uate of Polo High School 
and currently attends Iowa 
State University majoring 
in agronomy. 

Danekas will graduate 
this spring semester from 
Polo High School. In the 
fall she will be attending 
the University of Tennes-
see-Martin majoring in 
animal science.

Richolson was named 
the recipient of the $1,000 
Don Bybee Memorial 
Scholarship, sponsored 
through the generosity 
of the Bybee Family to 
honor Mr. Bybee for his 
many years of service to 
agriculture in Ogle Coun-
ty. Jack is the son of Brad 
and Julie Richolson, Lin-
denwood. Jack is a 2022 
graduate from Rochelle 
Township High School 
and currently attends Iowa 
State University majoring 
in agricultural studies.

Conderman is the re-
cipient of the Mark Detig 
Memorial Scholarship 
awarded in the amount of 
$1,000. This scholarship 
honors the late Mark Detig 
for his service to the Ogle 
County Pork Producers 
Association and Ogle 
County agriculture. Carter 
is the son of Carmon and 
Craig Conderman, Byron. 
Carter is a 2022 graduate 
from Byron High School 
and is attending UW-Plat-
teville majoring in soil and 
crop science.

Alderks is the Ag Tech-
nology Scholarship win-

ner. Cooper is the son 
of Dan Alderks, Chana. 
He will graduate Oregon 
High School this year and 
will continue his studies 
at Highland Community 
College majoring in ag 
business. The scholarship 
is awarded in the amount 
of $1,000. 

Jackson is the recipi-
ent of the Mary LeFevre 
Memorial Scholarship, 
sponsored in cooperation 
between the Farm Bureau 
and the Jeff and Joyce 
Tremble Family. The 
scholarship focuses on 
students pursuing careers 
in healthcare. Bailey is 
the daughter of Rodney 
Jackson, Rochelle. She 
is a 2023 graduate of Ro-
chelle High School and 
is attending the Univer-
sity of Nebraska-Lincoln 
majoring in nursing. The 
scholarship is awarded at 
$1,000.

Prose was awarded 
the George LeFevre Me-
morial Scholarship in 
the amount of $1,000. It 
also is funded with the 
cooperation of the Jeff and 
Joyce Tremble Family, 
recognizing Mr. LeFevre 
for his lifelong service to 
Ogle County agriculture. 
Gracie is the daughter of 
Nick Prose, Oregon. Gra-
cie is a 2023 graduate of 
Oregon High School and 
in majoring in agribusi-
ness/communications at 
the UW-Platteville.

This marks the 26th 
year that the Ogle County 
Farm Bureau has awarded 
scholarships to member 
dependents who seek to 
pursue course studies in 
agriculture at an accred-
ited institution of higher 
education.

Scholarships  wi l l 
again be awarded in 2025 
and applications will be 
available in January.  For 
information on the Ogle 
County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship Program 
contact Ron Kern at 815-
732-2231.

OREGON — The 
Ogle County Solid Waste 
Management Department 
(OCSWMD) will be host-
ing a residential electronics 
recycling event on Satur-
day, May 18, 2024 from 8 
a.m. to noon at 909 Pines 
Road in Oregon.

This event is for Ogle 
County residents only and 

a free permit is required in 
advance of the event.  To 
obtain a free permit call 
815-732-4020 or email 
solidwaste@oglecountyil.
gov and provide your name, 
address, phone number and 
email address by 4:00 p.m. 
on Friday, May 17. 

Accepted items include 
all televisions and com-

puter monitors, computers, 
computer hardware and 
cables, laptops, tablets, cell 
phones, printers, FAX ma-
chines, scanners, shredders 
(no tubs), copiers, video 
gaming equipment, DVD/
VCRs, cable/satellite box-
es, stereo equipment, radi-
os, digital clocks, cameras, 
calculators, phone systems, 

holiday light strands, ex-
tension cords, recharge-
able batteries, printer ink 
cartridges, CD/DVD’s, 
and CFL bulbs. Micro-
wave ovens accepted for 
$5 per unit. Cash or check 
accepted. 

Limit seven large or 
bulky items per permit 
and one permit per coun-

ty household per month.  
Business or institutional 
electronic materials not 
accepted at these events. 
Business or institutional 
electronics are accepted 
by the OCSWMD via a 
separate program. Call the 
number above for more 
information and pricing 
for business electronic 

recycling, and to make an 
appointment for drop off of 
the materials to be recycled. 

For more information 
about this recycling event 
call the OCSWMD at the 
number above, visit www.
oglecountyil.gov, or on 
Facebook at Ogle County 
Solid Waste Management 
Dept.

County electronics recycling event scheduled for May 18

From page 1

 “The money that we’re 
reinvesting is truly going 
to work.”

Toliver has worked 
for RMU’s electric de-
partment for 11 years. 
He recalls times where 
it couldn’t go a week 
without an outage, and 
now there are times where 
RMU makes it a month or 
two without one. 

“And back then outages 
would occasionally even 
happen on nice, sunny 
days,” Toliver said. 

“We’re changing our 
construction practices, do-
ing better with vegetation 
management, focusing 
on problem areas, and 
undergrounding lines. All 
of these little things that 
we’re doing with the mon-
ey we have are making a 
difference.”

Mayor John Bearrows 
said the APPA recog-
nition speaks volumes 
about RMU’s staff and its 
dedication to keeping the 
lights on for customers 
and responding quickly to 
outages and fixing them. 
Fiegenschuh agreed.

“We talk about rates 

RMU: Rochelle department honored by APPA for service in 2023

and providing the best 
service at the lowest cost, 
but at the end of the day 
what people really want is 
reliability,” Fiegenschuh 
said. “They want to flip 
the switch and have the 

lights turn on at their home 
or business. When you 
receive an award that rec-
ognizes our reliability and 
our efforts to reinvest in 
our system, that’s the best 
award we can receive.”

In its system, RMU 
maintains 170 miles of 
overhead line, the most 
susceptible of infrastruc-
ture to nature, wildlife and 
accidents. 

“It takes a long time 

to make improvements 
to and maintenance all of 
that,” Toliver said. “It’s 
trimming trees, putting 
wildlife protection up, and 
having current transform-
ers. There’s a lot of work 

that goes into making sure 
that this stuff is reliable 
equipment that’s going to 
be there for the long haul 
for us. We focus on our 
problem areas to make 
them more reliable.”

RMU Superintendent of Electric Operations Blake Toliver said RMU was recognized due to being in the top 25 percent of reliable utilities in 
the nation. The City of Rochelle’s electric utility also achieved the same recognition last year and in 2020. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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Open Daily at 9AM

Hwy 251 N. Rochelle • 815-562-6039

Serving Rochelle’s Favorite Chicken
   for over 40 years!
By the Snack–Dinner–Bucket!
Enjoy 16 flavors of ice 

cream, soft serve, 
splits, sundaes, cones, 

malts & shakes

See us on Facebook for daily specials!

Hamburgers, Fries,  Hot Dogs, Gyros, 
Italian Beef, Seafood, Sandwiches, 
Sausages, Shrimp, Homemade Soups

Breakfast: Sausage Gravy With Biscuits
and Tater Tots

OUR MENU
     INCLUDES:

Call for our
catering menu! 08

30
20

15

• Secure Entry System
• Community room with kitchen
• Activities
• On-site coin operated laundry
• On-site management office
• Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
• On-site parking for residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404
Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Rent based
on 30% of a 

Resident’s Adjusted 
Gross Income

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

0101201707262023

Lincoln Manor

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

ROCKFORD — Fehr 
Graham, a leading Mid-
west engineering and envi-
ronmental firm, announces 
the hiring of Kyle Saunders 
as chief strategy officer. 

With more than a decade 
of experience in municipal 
leadership and water infra-
structure, Saunders joins 
Fehr Graham’s adminis-
trative leadership team. 
He is spearheading the 
firm’s growth strategies, 
analyzing operational key 
performance indicators 
and fostering relationships 
across the firm. 

Fehr Graham President 
Mick Gronewold is opti-
mistic about the contribu-
tions Saunders brings to 
the firm.

“Kyle’s leadership and 
experience in operations, 

organizational health and 
management of large teams 
are exactly what we need to 
better shape and ultimately 
drive our strategic goals 
forward,” Gronewold said. 
“His ability to connect 
strategy with operation will 
be pivotal as we continue 
to expand and enhance 
our services across the 
Midwest.” 

To connect strategy 
and operation, Saunders 
will lead the firm’s branch 
managers, and human 
resources and marketing 
teams to propel initiatives 
and integrate merger and 
acquisition efforts.

“Joining Fehr Graham 
is a tremendous opportu-
nity to build on the firm’s 
success,” Saunders said. “I 
look forward to working 

with the teams to enhance 
and develop strategies that 
propel growth.”

Saunders’ career in-
cludes roles at the City of 
Rockford, where he started 
as a senior engineering 
technician and ascended 
to director of public works. 
He holds a bachelor of sci-
ence degree in secondary 
education and a master of 
business administration 
and management from 
Rockford University. He 
also earned a master’s 
degree in organizational 
leadership from the Uni-
versity of Colorado Boul-
der. He is a member of the 
Illinois Section American 
Water Works Association 
and chairs its Water Utility 
Council. He lives in Rock-
ford with his wife, Kelly.

Fehr Graham welcomes Kyle 
Saunders as Chief Strategy Officer

ROCHELLE — The 
Community Founda-
tion of Northern Illi-
nois (CFNIL) is pleased 
to announce its 2024 
scholarship awards: 260+ 
scholarships worth over 
$540,000 to local students. 
The scholarships will sup-
port the post-secondary 
educational aspirations of 
200+ local students.

CFNIL’s scholarships 

were created by individu-
als and organizations that 
recognize the importance 
of education. Donors 
establish the criteria for 
each scholarship based 
on their interests and the 
community’s need. Many 
of CFNIL’s scholarships 
are memorials, which cel-
ebrate the life and passions 
of individuals. Thanks to 
the generosity of scholar-

ship fund creators, since 
2000 CFNIL has awarded 
over $5,000,000 to local 
students.

Most of this year’s 
recipients are graduating 
high school seniors in 
Boone, Ogle, Stephenson, 
and Winnebago Counties. 
Scholarships are awarded 
to many kinds of students: 
academic achievers; 
non-traditional; those with 

financial need; athletes; 
all races and ethnicities; 
pursuing careers in educa-
tion, STEM, business, fire 
science, and healthcare; 
and many more. Some 
of the scholarships are 
renewable for up to four 
years. Learn more about 
the CFNIL scholarship 
class of 2024 at https://
cfnil.org/2024-scholar-
ship-recipients  

Local honorees in-
cluded Parker Lenkai-
tis (Rochelle Township 
High School, Class of 
2024, Rockford Products 
Corporation Foundation 
Scholarship and Women 
of Today’s Manufacturing 
Scholarship), Ella McKin-
ney (RTHS Class of 2022, 
Leonard D. Carmichael 
Community Scholarship), 
Jessica Nguyen (RTHS 

Class of 2024, Amanda 
Reed Memorial Scholar-
ship), Zalak Patel (RTHS 
Class of 2023, Leonard D. 
Carmichael Community 
Scholarship), Ayah Sbeih 
(RTHS Class of 2021, 
Leonard D. Carmichael 
Community Scholarship, 
and Dani Ward (RTHS 
Class of 2024, Leonard D. 
Carmichael Community 
Scholarship. 

Locals named in CFNIL Scholarship Class of 2024

From page 1

“She explained it to me 
and told me there was a 
huge shortage, which there 
still is. She kind of planted 
that in my head. My mom 
was an English teacher 
and my dad worked with 
adults with disabilities. So 
in some ways, what I do is 
kind of a combination of 
that. I was exposed to those 
professions.”

Along with watching 
the OCEC itself grow over 
the years, Roberts has wit-
nessed changes in his field 
and in education in general. 

“Computers have been a 
big change,” Roberts said. 
“We’ve gone basically pa-
perless this year and we’ve 
had online individualized 
education programs (IEPs) 
and special education doc-
umentations since 2009. 
Technology has been the 
biggest change in my ca-
reer that I can remember. 
And working through that 
change has been a chal-
lenge. It all boils down to 
having a good relationship 
with teachers. People tend 
to learn more when they 
have a good relationship 
with teachers.”

While he may do some 
part-time work in retire-
ment, Roberts said it will 
be “emotionally tough” to 

leave the school upon his re-
tirement this year. He plans 
to spend more time with his 
family and friends and less 
time on his work, which he 
said can be high-pace. 

Among the things Rob-
erts will miss most is seeing 
educators that he’s built 
connections with over the 
years on a daily basis.

“I’ve had so many con-
nections through the years,” 
Roberts said. “When you’re 
in the same school for quite a 
few years, you build a lot of 
good connections and see all 
of the wonderful work the 
staff does that some people 
never see. You’re amazed 
at the dedication of these 
educators.”

In 2020 and the years that 
have followed, Roberts saw 
the COVID-19 pandemic’s 
impact on education and 
the students and staff he 
works with. He said more 
issues have been seen with 
anxiety, anxiety disorders 
and depression, and social 
emotional needs of students 
have intensified. 

The effects of the pan-
demic have caused Roberts 
and staff to reorient thinking 
on what services and sup-
ports those students need. 

“We’ve had to go and do 
some structured interven-
tions and services,” Roberts 
said. “Some kids got to the 

point where they needed a 
plan of accommodations 
that they might need to be 
successful throughout the 
day or an IEP for special 
education services and 
support. And it’s been like 
that in the entire country. 
That’s been a significant 
need here. I’ve spent a lot 
of time with teachers and 
counselors talking about 
certain students, especially 
in the past two years in par-
ticular. It all started with the 
pandemic. We had a huge 
increase in that concern.”

Roberts said he has three 
interconnected reasons why 
he enjoys his work: Stu-
dents, staff and parents. He 
said positivity and wanting 
students to succeed is con-
tagious among all three of 
those groups, and for his 
own work.

“Almost without excep-
tion, kids want to succeed, 
the parents want them to 
succeed academically and 
in life, and the teachers do 
too,” Roberts said. “It’s con-
tagious when you see such 
commitment from other 
people that you’re working 
with, and you just join that 
team. It’s infectious. And 
that’s the way education 
should be. And it should be 
fun too. I think the teachers 
do an awesome job of trying 
to make it fun. That’s the 

ROBERTS: RTHS psychologist reflects on time with OCEC

main reason I’ve stayed here 
for 17 years, that infectious 
spirit of trying to reach and 
educate these kids. In this 
community, it’s easy to have 
that infectious spirit. It’s not 
like that everywhere.”

In his 40-year career, 
Roberts has been amazed 
by the accomplishments 
he’s seen by students with 
special needs. He’s seen 
students with disabilities 
with an inner drive to 
succeed, disregarding their 
limitations. He’s always felt 
part of his job was to assist 
students in trying to be suc-
cessful in whatever work or 
personal independence they 
could achieve. 

“There have been some 
kids that have done some 
phenomenal things both 
academically and in sports,” 
Roberts said. “ I’ve seen stu-
dents achieve in paralym-
pics and travel the world 
doing it. And I’ve seen 
students achieve at a very 
high level in college. That’s 
been a fantastic part of my 
job to see that growth.”

Roberts has watched the 
culture in special education 
change over the years. 
Now when making IEPs, 
the first thing on the list is 
strengths of the student, not 
challenges. He’s enjoyed 
seeing that point reached 
in the industry. 

Another shift Roberts 
has seen is more overlap 
in special education and 
general education.

“I’ve always been im-
pressed by the dedication of 
people I’ve worked with,” 
Roberts said. “The admin-
istration and staff have all 
been very supportive and 
complimentary, working 
as a team. Over the years, 
sometimes people think 
special education and gen-
eral education are separate. 
They’ve merged more and 
more and we work as a team. 
That’s another huge change 
I’ve seen in 40 years and that 
mentality is present here at 
RTHS.”

Roberts started his school psychologist career with an internship in Kankakee 
before working in Freeport for three years. He came to the OCEC in 1987 and 
during that time he primarily worked in the Rochelle Elementary School District 
and early childhood program. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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Any arrests listed 
in this paper are 
merely charges and 
the defendants are 
presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in 
a court of law.
Please note that 
all police reports 
received from the 

Rochelle Police, the 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 
Illinois State Police, 
will be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit 
particular reports will 
not be considered or 
honored at any time.

Report policy

Please RSVP no later than 5pm the 
Friday before the steak fry and call
Bob Grace - 815-622-8940

May 11th

June 8th

July 13th

Aug 10th

Covered outdoor and 
indoor seating enjoy 

your meal surrounded 
by nature and good 

friends.

Ribeye, baked potato, corn, 
beans, a salad and desert

Monthly Steak Fry

Porkchop or  Hotdog
option at reservation

$30per person

Starts at 6pm

YOUR OWN STEAK

Sept 14th

Oct 12th

over our charcoal pits!

ROCHELLE WILDLIFE CONSERVATION CLUB

05062024
08032020

Premium Hardwood • Designer Colored Mulches
Pulverised Dirt • Mushroom Compost • Straw Bales

Delivery Available

WOOSUNG — On 
April 10, the Ogle County 
Sheriff’s Office Special 
Operations Unit executed 
a search warrant in the 
700 block of South Cen-
tral Street in Woosung, 
an April 10 press release 
said. The search warrant 
was the result of a lengthy 
investigation. During the 
search warrant, Josh-
ua T. Anderson, 38, of 
Woosung was arrested 
for the following charges:

Unlawful possession 
of over 5,000 grams of 
cannabis with intent to 
deliver (class X felony), 

unlawful possession of 
over 5,000 grams of can-
nabis (class one felony), 
unlawful possession/pro-
duction of cannabis sativa 
plant - over 20 plants 
(class three felony), and 
unlawful possession of 
a controlled substance 
(class four felony).

Deputies seized over 
46 pounds of cannabis 
with a street value of 
more than $200,000. An-
derson was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where he was detained, 
and was scheduled to 
appear in front of an Ogle 

On April 10, the Ogle County Sheriff’s Office Special Operations Unit executed a 
search warrant in the 700 block of South Central Street in Woosung, an April 10 
press release said.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Woosung man arrested on cannabis 
charges following search warrant

Joshua T. Anderson

County judge within 48 
hours for determination of 
continued detention. All 
suspects are presumed in-
nocent until proven guilty.

ROCHELLE — Irene 
Margaret Behrends passed 
away on Thursday, May 
2, 2024 at Manor Court, 
Rochelle, IL.

She was born on April 28, 
1943 in Peoria, IL, daughter 
of Henry and Minnie Beh-
rends, who preceded her in 
death.

She is survived by her 
loving sisters, Shirley Gi-
arritano of Rochelle, IL; 
Lynn Thompson of San 
Antonio, TX; Jane DeToye 
of Merrillville, IN; three 
nieces, Tracy (Pat)Spang, 
Petra (Jack)Cady and Nicole 
(Patrick)Serena.  Also, 3 
great nieces, Brianna Spang, 
Hannah and Ella Cady, and 
three Great Nephews, Ben 
Spang, Henry and Hunter 
Serena.

Irene grew up in Bradford 

IL and where she graduated 
from Bradford High School. 
Irene attended Methodist 
College Nursing Program, 
Peoria, IL; Luther Col-
lege, Decorah, IA; Bradley 
University, Peoria, IL and 
she worked at Methodist 
Hospital, Peoria, IL 37 yrs.

Irene especially en-
joyed spending time with 
her family, traveling, 
gardening and baking. 
Irene lived near Peoria, 
IL, San Antonio, TX and 
recently Rochelle.  

A Celebration of Life 
Service will be held at 
St.John Lutheran Church, 
6614 W. Smithfield Rd., 
Bartonville, IL on Monday, 
May 13, 2024 at 11:00 am 
with Pastor Michael Jones 
officiating. Visitation will 
be on Monday from 10 - 

11 am prior to the service.   
Cremation care has been 
provided by Unger-Horner 
Funeral Home.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials may be made in Irene’s 
memory to St. John Luther-
an Church, Bartonville, 
IL, St. Timothy Lutheran 
Church, Wyoming, IL or an 
organization of your choice. 
Please visit www.unger-
horner.com to sign the guest 
book.

transported to Carroll 
County, where Carroll 
County took custody of 
Bettner.  

On May 2 at approx-
imately 10:29 a.m. dep-
uties conducted a traffic 
stop in the 2,600 block 
of South Illinois Route 
2. After investigation, 
deputies placed John 
Roberts, 46, of Sterling 
under arrest for driving 
while license suspended.  
Roberts was addition-
ally issued citations for 
operating an uninsured 
vehicle and operating a 
vehicle with a suspended 
registration. Roberts was 
released on a notice to 
appear at the scene and 
given a future court date.

On May 2 at approx-
imately 2:35 p.m. depu-
ties, with the assistance 
of Illinois State Police, 
Lynn-Scott-Rock, Still-
man Valley and New 
Milford Fire Depart-
ments, responded to the 
intersection of Illinois 
Route 251 and Rolling 
Meadows Drive in rural 
Davis Junction for a 
three-vehicle crash. Upon 
investigation, it was dis-
covered that a 2010 silver 
Volkswagen Tiguan, op-
erated by Sebastian Po-
lanco-Castaneda, 27, was 
traveling southbound, 
followed by a 2019 Jeep 
Cherokee, operated by 
Kimberly Cicala, 41.  
As the Volkswagen was 
slowing down to turn onto 
Rolling Meadows Drive, 
Cicala was distracted by 
objects inside the Jeep 
and unaware that the 
Volkswagen had slowed 
down. Cicala, without 
having enough time to 
stop, swerved into the 
northbound lane and, in 
doing so, collided with 

the rear of the Volkswa-
gen and side-swiping the 
entire driver’s side of a 
2022 Mitsubishi Outland-
er, operated by Bethany 
Anderson, 28, traveling 
northbound. Cicala and 
Anderson were transport-
ed to Swedish American 
Hospital for treatment 
of non-life-threatening 
injuries. Polanco-Casta-
neda was placed under 
arrest and transported to 
the Ogle County Jail for 
processing, where he was 
issued a citation for no 
valid license and released 
on a notice to appear with 
a future court appearance.  
This investigation is still 
ongoing. 

On May 2 at approxi-
mately 2:19 p.m. deputies 
initiated a traffic stop at 
the intersection of North 
Illinois Route 2 and East 
Illinois Route 72 for a 
traffic offense and origi-
nating driving complaint. 
Upon further investiga-
tion deputies arrested 
Daniel Walters, 54, of 
Rockford, for possession 
of controlled substance - 
crack/cocaine, possession 
of methamphetamine, 
and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. Walters 
was cited additionally for 
multiple traffic citations. 
Walters was also taken 
into custody for a Win-
nebago County Warrant 
for aggravated fleeing to 
elude. Walters was trans-
ported to the Ogle County 
Jail where he was given 
a notice to appear for his 
Ogle County charges, and 
held in lieu of bond for 
his Winnebago County 
warrant.

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty in the court 
of law.

OBITUARIES

Irene Margaret Behrends

Rose Marie Larsen

ROCHELLE — On 
April 30 at 1:05 p.m. Ple 
Reh, 20, of Rockford was 
cited for speeding 68 miles 
per hour in a 40 miles per 
hour zone. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a May 24 Rochelle 

court date. 
On April 30 at 12:55 

p.m. Maria E. Ellis, 58, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
speeding 76 miles per hour 
in a 55 miles per hour zone. 
She signed a promise to 
comply and was given a 

May 24 Rochelle court 
date. 

On April 30 at 1:49 p.m. 
Larry E. Gee IV, 27, of Ro-
chelle was cited for speed-
ing 80 miles per hour in a 
55 miles per hour zone. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a May 24 
Rochelle court date. 

On April 29 at 11:26 
p.m. Destinee E. Mohica, 
22, of Rochelle was arrest-
ed for driving while license 
suspended and cited for 
suspended registration. She 
was released on a notice 
to appear with a May 24 
Rochelle court date. 

OREGON — On May 
1 at approximately 5:44 
a.m. deputies conducted 
a traffic stop near the 
intersection of Wash-
ington Street and Jones 
Terrace in Oregon. After 
investigation, deputies 
placed Jared Mathias, 
25, of Baileyville under 
arrest for driving while 
license revoked. Mathias 
was additionally issued 
citations for operating an 
uninsured vehicle, opera-
tion of a vehicle when the 
registration is suspended, 
and no rear splash guards.  
Mathias was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail, 
where he released on a 
notice to appear and given 
future court date.

On May 1 at approxi-
mately 8:51 a.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
at Ridge and Pines Road.  
After an investigation, 
deputies arrested the 
front passenger, Austin 
Bettner, 23, of Mt. Mor-
ris, for an outstanding 
warrant out of Carroll 
County for failure to ap-
pear. The driver, Anthony 
Wolfe, 21, was cited for 
no insurance. Bettner was 

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

ROCHELLE POLICE DEPARTMENT

STEWARD — Rose 
Marie Larsen, 92,  passed 
away on Friday, May 
3, 2024 at the Serenity 
Hospice Home in Ore-
gon surrounded by her 
loving family and friends. 
She was born on June 2, 
1931, in Steward, IL, the 
daughter of Clarence and 
Carmen (Lamb) Miller. 
She married Lawrence 
“Bonez” Larsen on July 
23, 1950 in Steward, IL, 
he preceded her in death 
on May 8, 2008. 

If you asked her, Rose 
would say she was blessed 
in every facet of her life.  
She worked as a nurse 
at the Rochelle Commu-
nity Hospital. She was 
an active and involved 
member of the Steward 
United Methodist Church. 
She enjoyed photography, 
gardening, and tending to 
her flowers. She was a very 
social woman who loved 
spending time at the Hub 
City Senior Center. Rose 
will be remembered as the 

quintessential matriarch. 
She loved and cared for 
each and every member 
of her family, including 
her furry children, Dixie 
and Toby. 

Survived by her daugh-
ter, Sherri Salsbury; 
daughter-in-law, Nancy 
Larsen; special family 
friends, Jeff (Gail) My-
ers and Annie Garland; 
brother, Daniel “Sonny” 
Miller; ten grandchildren, 
Eric (Leala) Moen, Ra-
chel Geske, Lars (Shei-
la) Larsen, Shana (Dan) 
Engelkes, Loren Larsen, 
Dan (Connie) Salsbury, 
Linda (Orrie) Samp, Me-
gan (George) Becker, 
Carmen Larsen, and Brent 
(Prity) Salsbury;  many 
great-grandchildren and 
great-great grandchildren; 
and a special friend, Ralph 
Papke. 

In addition to her par-
ents and husband, Rose is 
preceded in death by three 
sons, Curtis, Michael and 
Craig; and a daughter, Lisa 

Annette. 
Visitation will be from 

4-7 P.M. Tuesday, May 7, 
2024, at the Unger-Horner 
Funeral Home, 400 N. 6th 
St. in Rochelle. 

Funeral service will be 
at 11:00 A.M. Wednes-
day, May 8, 2024, at the 
Steward United Methodist 
Church with Pastor Il Han 
You officiating. Interment 
will follow in Steward 
Cemetery. Contributions 
in Rose’s memory may 
be directed to the Steward 
United Methodist Church 
or the Hub City Senior 
Center. Please visit www.
ungerhorner.com to sign 
the online guest book.
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WE BUY GUNS
RAT WORX

Research and Testing 
Worx Inc.

112 East Hitt St., Mt. 
Morris, IL

815-734-7346
guns@ratworxusa.com | www.ratworxUSA.com

Recreating history for family, downtown
Dan Jackson, plumber and owner of Rochelle Plumbing and Heating, is shown in this 1914 image in front of the downtown Post Office during its construction.  In the 

second photo, his grandson and lifelong Rochelle resident Robert Whipple, is seen in almost the same spot 110 years later.  The downtown business district is visible in 
both images looking southward. Mr. Jackson passed away in 1978 at the age of 92. 

(PHOTO OF ROBERT WHIPPLE BY MICHAEL CHUNKO)

MALTA — The Kish-
waukee College Horticul-
ture program will host its 
annual Spring Plant Sale as 
a hybrid event with online 
and in-person shopping. 
Plants can be preordered 

online from Friday, May 
3, through Tuesday, May 
7. Online order pickup and 
in-person shopping will be 
from 9 am-1 pm Thursday, 
May 9, and Friday, May 
10, at the Kish greenhouse 

facilities.
All plants are grown by 

Kish horticulture students 
and faculty. Available 
items include annuals, 
perennials, vegetables, 
herbs, hanging baskets, 

potting soil and more. 
Horticulture staff and stu-
dents will be available to 
assist shoppers and answer 
gardening and planting 
questions.

All online orders must 

be picked up and paid for 
during the in-person shop-
ping hours on May 9-10. 
Payment can be made via 
cash, check (payable to 
Kishwaukee College) or 
credit card.

Plant sale proceeds 
support Kish’s Horticul-
ture program. To place an 
online order, visit kish-
plants.com. For more 
information, visit kish.
edu/hortevents

Kish College Spring 2024 Plant Sale offers online and in-person shopping
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Bradley 
Bullock

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages 
responsible letters to the editor on subjects 

of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity 
or libel, but ideas will not be altered. All letters 

must bear the handwritten signature of the 
writer and include address and phone number 

or e-mail address for verification purposes. 
Neither the street address nor phone number 

will be printed. Letters should be typed or 

legibly handwritten, and no anonymous letters 
will be published. Any letters from boards or 

organizations must include at least one name 
of an individual. Any criticism of public officials 

should be limited to issues related strictly to 
their position or actions made in office, as 

personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer 
and a business will not be published. Political 

endorsements will be published, however 

letters from candidates endorsing themselves 
will not be printed. Letters may be dropped 
at the News-Leader office (211 IL Route 38 
East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 
46, Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@

rochellenews-leader.com.) The News-Leader 
reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to 

the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for 
publication do not necessarily reflect the views 

of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

* Denotes Chairman/President

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso                bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us       

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Trisha Vaughn                                tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey  dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta  sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
Jennifer Thompson            jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas   bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger  brent.ohlinger@rthsd212.org
Laurie Pillen     laurie.pillen@rthsd212.org
Joel Thompson                joel.thompson@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Kristi Gonzales     kgonzales@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
Eileen Braski           ebraski@hillcrestil.us
Joe Thompson                      jthompson@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

LAST Septem-
ber, Illinois em-
barked on a trail-

blazing journey toward 
justice by enacting the 
Pretrial Fairness Act, mak-
ing it the first state in the 
nation to eliminate money 
bail. The law’s smooth and 
successful implementa-
tion has ensured that more 
people are now able to re-
turn to their communities 
while awaiting trial. That 
means more people are 
maintaining employment, 
housing and connections 
with loved ones, which 
makes us all safer. 

Illinois is now poised 
to take another bold step 
forward, with the Pretrial 
Success Act, introduced 
by state Sen. Elgie Sims 
and state Rep. Maurice 
West. This legislation 
builds upon the Pretrial 
Fairness Act by construct-
ing a support system for 
people awaiting trial in 
the community, with a 
proposed $15 million 
investment designed to ex-
pand access to health and 

human services. These re-
sources will help increase 
court appearance rates by 
addressing practical barri-
ers such as transportation 
and child care, and will 
also improve community 
safety by expanding ac-
cess to case management, 
mental health care, and 
substance use treatment. 
These services are not just 
crucial for individuals’ 
ability to engage in their 
defense but are instru-
mental in addressing the 
root causes of harm and 
violence. By focusing on 
underlying challenges that 
might have brought some-
one into contact with law 
enforcement, the Pretrial 
Success Act is poised to 
help minimize future 
legal system encounters, 
creating a more preven-
tative rather than punitive 
approach to justice.

Sims’ and West’s legis-
lation will transform lives 
and communities. By pri-
oritizing investment in our 
state’s most marginalized 
neighborhoods — those 

most affected by the in-
justices of the money bond 
system — the lawmakers 
aim to help rebuild com-
munities.

At the heart of the Suc-
cess Act is a commitment 
to empowering commu-
nity-based organizations. 
While it’s important to 
acknowledge that the $15 
million allocated 
by the act won’t 
fully address the 
need for services, 
it represents a 
significant step 
toward better re-
source accessi-
bility within our 
communities. This 
funding will em-
power case man-
agers to tailor their sup-
port to meet individuals’ 
specific needs in their 
unique circumstances. A 
perfect example of such 
support is the Special-
ized Case Management 
program offered by Treat-
ment Alternatives for Safe 
Communities (TASC), 
which is designed to guide 

individuals through chal-
lenging times by address-
ing their immediate needs 
and fostering a supportive 
partnership. The Pretrial 
Success Act will facilitate 
organizations like TASC 
in extending this kind of 
personalized assistance 
to more Illinois residents, 
helping them navigate 

their lives positive-
ly while awaiting 
trial at home. 

His tor ica l ly, 
the money bond 
system extracted 
millions of dol-
lars from Illinois’ 
most marginalized 
neighborhoods, 
amplifying cycles 
of poverty and in-

stability. The Pretrial Suc-
cess Act represents a sig-
nificant shift. By funding 
services that address the 
root causes of harm and 
violence, the bill promises 
not only to reduce pretrial 
detention rates, but also to 
foster a holistic healing 
and strengthening of com-
munities most impacted 

by systemic inequities. 
Providing individuals 

with the resources they 
need to address underlying 
challenges contributes to a 
safer, more stable environ-
ment for everyone. When 
people receive support for 
mental health issues or 
substance use, they are 
less likely to re-engage 
with the criminal justice 
system, thereby reduc-
ing the cycle of crime 
and incarceration. For 
instance, programs like 
those offered by Treat-
ment Alternatives for Safe 
Communities (TASC) 
have shown promising 
outcomes in reducing 
recidivism; participants 
in such programs were 
44% less likely to return 
to prison within three 
years compared to similar 
individuals who did not 
receive these services.

The path toward safer 
communities and a fairer 
justice system is paved 
with support, not deten-
tion. Now is the moment 
for Illinois to lead once 

again by example. The 
Pretrial Success Act is 
our chance to financially 
invest in a healthy, safe, 
and more just society, 
to demonstrate that we 
are committed to the 
wellbeing of all our cit-
izens, regardless of their 
circumstances. This is 
a perfect opportunity to 
advance pretrial justice 
to ensure that our justice 
system is a source of 
support and not a barrier 
to progress.

Bradley Bullock is the 
director of adult criminal 
justice and treatment ser-
vices at TASC. He over-
sees TASC’s statewide 
adult criminal justice 
services, from pre-arrest 
diversion through court 
and probation. In recov-
ery from addiction since 
1988, Brad sits on many 
community-based com-
mittees and is a strong 
advocate for individuals 
and families affected by 
justice involvement, sub-
stance use disorders, and 
mental health conditions.

I have been fortunate 
to spend 22 years in 
the school human 

resources role.  More 
recently, I have also been 
working as the executive 
director of the Illinois 
Association of School 
Personnel Administrators 
(IASPA) representing 
more than 560 education-
al human resources pro-
fessionals in Illinois. We 
are here to tell you: The 
teacher shortage is real.

At the start of my 
career, it was so easy to 
find teachers in some 
areas (looking at you, 
high school English and 
PE) that filling vacancies 
was not a worry. The 
landscape has completely 
changed. Join any group 
of educational human 
resources folks, and you 
will hear us worrying 
about staffing shortages. 
We search high and low to 

find qualified candidates 
for all our positions – 
traveling to job fairs and 
posting our jobs on sites 
far and wide. While some 
districts are struggling to 
find a single, great candi-
date for a position, other 
districts are forced to go 
without. Whether it is an 
elementary art position 
or a high school science 
position, there are class-
rooms in Illinois where 
students do not have the 
benefit of a qualified 
teacher … all year long.

The stat is t ics are 
alarming. According to 
the National Center for 
Education Statistics, 53% 
of public schools report-
ed being understaffed 
entering the 2022-23 
school year. Nearly 20% 
of teachers leave their 
positions within the first 
three years, and approx-
imately 40-50% leave 

within the first five years 
(NCES). This turnover 
not only disrupts conti-
nuity in classrooms but 
also places a significant 
strain on school resources 
as we continue to invest in 
recruitment and retention 
of new talent.  

Furthermore, 
we know the pan-
demic exacer-
bated this issue. 
The challenges of 
remote learning, 
concerns about 
health and safety, 
and the overall 
stress of the past 
couple of years 
have driven even more 
teachers out of the profes-
sion. How could this not 
impact students’ decision 
to go into the field of ed-
ucation? It’s no wonder 
that enrollment in teacher 
preparation programs has 
been declining steadily, 

indicating a shrinking 
pipeline of new educators 
entering the field.

As educational leaders, 
it is our responsibility to 
address these systemic 
issues and create an en-
vironment where teach-

ers feel respect-
ed, valued, and 
adequately com-
pensated for their 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s . 
This requires a 
multi-faceted ap-
proach that en-
compasses policy 
reforms, increased 
investment in ed-
ucation, and inno-

vative strategies to attract 
and retain educators.

This year’s Illinois 
Association of Region-
al Superintendents of 
Schools (IARSS) survey 
on the teacher shortage in-
dicates that while schools 
are making encouraging 

progress in filling class-
rooms, more work needs 
to be done.

IASPA is working hard 
to be part of the solution. 

We routinely offer 
professional learning to 
help combat the teacher 
shortage. This year’s an-
nual conference in Janu-
ary included six breakout 
sessions related to hiring, 
retention, the educator 
pipeline, student teachers, 
and creating pathways to 
teaching. 

Our April 26 online 
Administrator Acade-
my, Managing Bias In 
Hiring-Inclusive Hiring 
Practices, aims to ensure 
that hiring administrators 
are trained to manage a 
fair and equitable hiring 
process.

Since 2022, IASPA 
has hosted the Illinois 
Virtual Educator Job Fair, 
an opportunity for school 

districts and candidates to 
connect in a synchronous, 
online fashion without 
needing to be out of 
the office or incur the 
expenses of travel. Our 
March 6, 2024, job fair 
included more than 1,200 
candidates! The next is 
scheduled for June 6, 
2024.

The teacher shortage 
is a complex issue that 
requires a concerted effort 
from all stakeholders. By 
investing in our teachers 
and administrators, sup-
porting their professional 
growth, and advocating 
for policy reforms, we can 
build a stronger future for 
all kids in Illinois.

Dr. Kimberly Cham-
bers serves as executive 
director of IASPA and 
is director of human 
resources at Adlai E. Ste-
venson High School Dis-
trict 125 in Lincolnshire.

DEAR editor,
T h e  R o -

chelle Lions 
Club would like to thank 
everyone that supported 

our Rose Day event on 
Saturday, April 20. Pro-
ceeds will be utilized 
to help fund vision and 
hearing services for cit-

izens in the greater Ro-
chelle area. Your support 
continues to improve the 
quality of life for many 
local children and adults. 

Thank you once again for 
your support. If you have 
questions about our vision 
and hearing services or 
would like to become a 

member of the Rochelle 
Lions Club please contact 
myself and the club at  
PO Box 283, Rochelle Il 
61068,

815-761-1992.

Kevin K. Zilm, 
Rochelle Lions 
Club president

Pretrial Success Act: A $15 million investment in our communities’ renaissance

Chambers: The teacher shortage is real

Letter to the Editor: Rose Day thank you

Kimberly
Chambers
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
May 5

John & Kris Oleson 
(anniversary)

Diana Gonzales
Troy & Minia 

Waters 
(anniversary)

 
May 6

Abbie Overstreet
Kane Cromwell

Kevin & Courtney 
South (anniversary)

 
May 7

Barb Aleman
Darah Bridgeman

 

May 8
Ashley Martinez

 May 10
Dominic Lopez

 
May 12

Bill & Mary Baskins 
(anniversary)

 
May 16

Kathy Conant
 

May 17
Krynn Hayward

 May 18
Arianna Thompson

 
May 20

Darrell & 
Beth Bolhous 
(anniversary)

 May 21
Heather Floress

Heidi McPhearson
Brad & Kelly Arnold 

(anniversary)
 

May 22
John Gonzales

 

May 24
Katie Sherburne

Dave & Mary 
Helfrich 

(anniversary)
 

May 25
John & Kristi 

Gonzales 
(anniversary)

 May 29
Tristan Perkins
Kathy Marchesi

Apr. 9 - Dennis Neal, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 10 - The Kitchen Table, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 11 - Kaya Fulgencio, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 12 - RACF, $25

Apr. 13 - Marshall Basler, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 14 - Teresa Haggestad, Rochelle, $50

Apr. 15 - SALT 251, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 16 - Gabriela Ortiz, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 17 - RACF, $25

Apr. 18 - RACF, $25

Apr. 19 - Priscilla Patterson, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 20 - Lois Delhotal, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 21 - Rochelle Christian Food Pantry, $50

Apr. 22 - RACF, $25

Apr. 23 - Kathy Mitchusson, Byron, $25

Apr. 24 - Patricia Cuchiara, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 25 - Danielle Bettner, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 26 - Bruce Norkus, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 27 - RACF, $25

Apr. 28 - Darcie Mann, Rockton, $50

Apr. 29 - Don Horner, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 30 - Breanna Sturtz, Morrison, $25

May 1 - Heather Sharp, Roscoe, $25

May 2 - Grange Kissack, Rochelle, $25

May 3 - Kathy Butler, Princeton, $25

May 4 - RACF, $25

May 5 - Elisa Rubeck, Rochelle, $50

ROCKFORD – Fehr 
Graham, a leading Midwest 
engineering and environ-
mental firm, again secured 
a spot on the Engineering 
News-Record (ENR) Top 
500 Design Firms list, 
ranking No. 474. The firm 
ranked No. 494 in 2022 and 
471 in 2023. 

This marks the third 
consecutive year the firm 
has been featured on the 
prestigious list, which ranks 
the largest engineering con-
sulting firms in the United 
States based on design 
service revenue for the pre-
vious year.

Fehr Graham President 
Mick Gronewold is happy 
with the firm’s steady rec-
ognition. 

“Every day, our team is 
committed to solving prob-
lems for clients,” Grone-
wold said. “Being named to 
the ENR list again doesn’t 
just recognize our firm’s 
capabilities – it celebrates 
the positive change we make 
in the communities where 
we operate and where our 
employees call home.”

Founded on Sept. 15, 
1973, in Freeport, by Al 
Fehr and Joe Graham, Fehr 
Graham has expanded from 

a single office with five 
employees to 15 offices 
across three states with 
230 people. This growth 
includes a recent merger 
with Midwest Engineering 
Associates on April 1, and 
a strategic partnership with 
Trilon Group announced in 
May 2023. 

“This recognition not 
only reflects Fehr Graham’s 
growth but the dedication 
and expertise of our employ-
ees who drive our success,” 
Gronewold said. “Their 
commitment to clients is 
all part of how we’re able 
to serve a larger footprint 

and bring our small firm feel 
with big firm capabilities to 
new areas. It’s a tribute to Al 
and Joe’s original vision.”

Fehr Graham partners 
with private and public en-
tities to design and advance 
projects ranging from water 
and wastewater treatment 
plants to roads, bridges and 
highways. Our team also de-
signs stormwater solutions, 
sanitary sewer collection 
systems, water distribution, 
production and storage 
facilities, parking lots, res-
idential and commercial 
developments, parks and 
much more. 

Fehr Graham recognized as Engineering 
News-Record Top 500 Design Firm

OREGON — Volun-
teering has many benefits. 
It allows an individual to 
be involved in their com-
munity, which can be very 
helpful if you are new to the 
area. Volunteering allows 
for new friendships to be 
made. It allows an individ-
ual to share their talents and 
abilities. Helping others 
also makes a person feel 
good and purposeful. Vol-

unteering helps improve 
communication, team-
work, problem-solving, 
planning, and organizing 
skills. By volunteering, a 
person can learn new skills 
from others. It also helps 
develop confidence.

Ogle County 4-H cele-
brates 96 volunteers during 
National Volunteer Week, 
April 21-27, 2024. Project 
leaders, club leaders, camp 

counselors, judges at the 
fair, and guest speakers are 
all volunteers who help the 
4-H members. Volunteers 
help plan events, help with 
projects, help in many 
areas at the fair, and serve 
on the Extension Advisory 
Council.

The Ogle County 4-H 
program seeks volunteers 
to lead and begin tradi-
tional and SPecial INterest 

(SPIN) clubs. Tradition-
al clubs meet monthly, 
while SPIN clubs target 
your area of interest for 
six days. Volunteers are 
also needed to share their 
abilities to teach the club 
members through one-day 
workshops. To learn more 
about volunteering with 
Ogle County 4-H, contact 
the Extension office at 
815-732-2191.

Celebrating Ogle County 4-H volunteers
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LOCAL NEWS

FOR 
SALE

4 Bedroom. 1 Bathroom. Large Lot
Newly Remodeled

$115,000.00
Call - 815-228-1566

House for Sale In LaMoille
203 Martin Street

04
28
20
24

ForSale

Ala Carte Country 
Remodel Done 

Your Way

3 beds, 2 bath 1700sq ft two story on 
1.5-acre lot with basement and detached 
garage/outbuilding on the edge of town. 
New water heater, gas furnace, electric 
panel, new septic and much, much more. 
Please call for more details or to request 
an info packet. This is NOT a “sweat 
equity” deal, contract purchase or rent to 
own, PLEASE. 

Please call for more details:  
630-208-4742

05052024

$189,90000

From page 1

A brief survey to gather 
information on the poten-
tial fixed bus routes can be 
found at surveymonkey.
com/r/LOTS.

City of Rochelle May-
or John Bearrows and 
City Manager Jeff Fie-
genschuh spoke with the 
News-Leader on April 17 
and said they hope to see 
the fixed bus route come to 
fruition in Rochelle.

“I think it will help lift 
peoples’ quality of life,” 
Fiegenschuh said. “It’s 
not just about getting to 
work, it’s about getting to 
the doctor, going shopping 
and more. There are a lot 
of opportunities with it. 
Transportation is key to 
quality of life. I really 
hope they determine it’s 
something that’s feasible 
in Rochelle and I’d urge the 
mayor and council that we 
try to find some funding to 
help them if they ask for it. 
Because I do think it will 
greatly benefit residents.”

LOTS is publicly-fund-
ed and has not asked the 

city for funding help for 
the potential bus route. The 
project is still in the infor-
mation-gathering phase. 
The eight-month study will 
be wrapped up in August 
and a final report will be 
made. There will be more 
opportunities for the com-
munity to provide input. In 
June, another community 
presentation will likely be 
held that will include draft 
routes and schedules. Fie-
genschuh said the city may 
be interested in helping 
with a one-time funding 
contribution if asked, and 
if the mayor and city coun-
cil approved it. The city 
manager said the potential 
bus route likely wouldn’t 
necessitate infrastructure 
improvements on the city’s 
part.

Bearrows said that the 
council is “always sup-
portive” of programs that 
will benefit seniors and 
residents. He said that 
along with quality of life, 
a potential fixed bus route 
could help to improve 
safety in the city. 

“We have plants down 

LOTS: Bearrows, Fiegenschuh discuss potential fixed bus routes in Rochelle

on Wiscold Drive that 
folks ride their bikes to 
and they’re crossing train 
tracks and in an area where 
there’s truck traffic,” Be-
arrows said. ”They do it 
because they have to get 
to work. If we had this bus 
route, it could pick them up 
at one of the many stops in 
town and get to their job 

without any risk of getting 
hit on a bike trying to come 
down Illinois Route 251 
or Wiscold Drive. Safety 
is a key element along 
with quality of life. This 
is something we as a city 
have to help with to try to 
help our residents. I’m all 
for it. My first question 
was what the cost will be to 

the city. They just wanted 
to talk for the study and 
weren’t asking for money.”

LOTS currently pro-
vides an advanced res-
ervation-based, shared-
ride public transportation 
system, operating Mon-
day-Friday 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
The in-town fare is $2 ($1 
for seniors, veterans and 
those with disabilities). 
The out-of-town fee is 
capped at $10 or $5 for 
the discounted categories. 
Getting into the fixed-route 
service would be new for 
LOTS. 

Public meetings cov-
ered where bus stops could 
potentially be located, 
how many routes there 
would be, what times the 
routes would take place, 
and what the cost would 
be, if there is a cost at 
all. Fixed bus routes are 
required to be ADA-com-
pliant.

Bearrows said he’d 
like to see commercial 
and industrial businesses 
work with LOTS on a 
potential fixed bus route 
by sponsoring bus stops 

and possibly shelters for 
people waiting for the bus. 

During his time in a 
previous position in Ran-
toul, Illinois, Fiegenschuh 
saw a fixed-route system 
instituted that found suc-
cess. He provided that ex-
perience and feedback to 
LOTS in a recent meeting.

“They interviewed me 
and I gave them specif-
ic locations,” Fiegen-
schuh said. “It needs to 
serve all residents. You 
want to focus on folks 
with disabilities and our 
seniors and people of 
low-to-moderate income. 
And I told them to temper 
their expectations in initial 
ridership. You have to 
get the word out about it. 
People go for groceries, 
to healthcare facilities, 
banks, The REC Center, 
parks, and downtown. It’s 
not easy to figure out. It’s a 
great opportunity for a lot 
of partnerships. I hope if 
they deem it as something 
that can be sustainable in 
our community, that we 
start small and work our 
way out.”

A brief survey to gather information on the potential fixed bus routes can be found at surveymonkey.com/r/
LOTS. City of Rochelle Mayor John Bearrows and City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh spoke with the News-Leader 
on April 17 and said they hope to see the fixed bus route come to fruition in Rochelle.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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RTHS Track & Field

Hub vaults to school record
Nuyen breaks 41-year-old mark during 50th Annual Ogle County Invitational

SPORTS HUBS BATTLE L-P 
 
The Rochelle Hub baseball team began its 
series against LaSalle-Peru on Monday. 
 
See page 4 for more details
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Sophomore Andrew Nuyen cleared 15 feet 1 inches during the 50th Annual Ogle County Invitational on 
Tuesday, setting a new meet record as well as a new Rochelle Township High School track and field record.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Spec-
tators slowly clapped their 
hands as Rochelle sopho-
more Andrew Nuyen at-
tempted to make history 
during the 50th Annual 
Ogle County Invitational 
on Tuesday evening.

Already an indoor state 
champion in the pole vault 
from earlier this season, 
Nuyen found himself 
inches away from break-
ing Rochelle’s 41-year-old 
school record of 15 feet 
set by John Place in 1983. 
Having cleared 14 feet 9 
inches during Tuesday’s 
meet, which broke the pre-
vious meet record set by 
Oregon’s Jake Mennen in 
2019, Nuyen set his sights 
on the school record.

Nuyen failed on his 
first two attempts at the 
record height, but with his 
third and final attempt still 
remaining, the sophomore 
stood on the runway, rais-
ing his hands as onlookers 
began to clap their hands 
in support. With a burst 
of speed, Nuyen started 
his third attempt, planting 
his pole into the ground 
and soaring high into the 
sky, maneuvering his body 
over the bar with just a few 
inches to spare and land-
ing on the opposite side 
as Rochelle’s new school 

record holder.
“It feels amazing,” 

Nuyen said. “I was really 
excited and I had a lot of 
friends run up to me to 
congratulate me after set-
ting the record. I used the 
energy from my friends 
and that helped me get over 
the bar. I just told myself 
that I needed to get up. I 
think I’m peaking at the 
right time. I knew I had the 
height, but I wasn’t able to 
put it together until today. 
My goal is to keep going.”

Nuyen’s record-setting 
performance won him first 
place in the pole vault and 
helped the Rochelle Hub 
varsity track and field team 
finish second out of five 
schools with 119 points 
in Tuesday’s meet, which 
featured boys and girls 
from Oregon, Byron, Still-
man Valley and Forreston. 
The Rochelle Lady Hub 
varsity track and field team 
also took second in the 
meet, scoring 96 points. 
Both teams honored their 
senior student-athletes in 
a brief ceremony near the 
start of the meet.

Hubs
Rochelle won four of 

the field events on Tues-
day. Senior Landon Mick-
ley took first in the shot 
put with a mark of 14.06 
meters and the discus 
throw with a mark of 39.63 

meters. Senior Nathan 
Sergeant won the triple 
jump with a distance of 
12.59 meters and finished 
second in the long jump 
with a mark of 5.69 me-
ters. Nuyen won the pole 
vault with a height of 1.60 
meters.

Rochelle finished first 
in the 3200-meter relay 
(Irving Escalante, Pedro 
Rosales, Elijah Mayen and 

Caleb Wyssbrod) with a 
time of 8:50.20 and second 
in the 400-meter relay 
(Caden Goodwin, Reece 
Harris, Aaron DeClerck 
and Andrew Nuyen) with a 
time of 45.03 seconds. The 
Hubs placed third in the 
800-meter relay (Caden 
Goodwin, Reece Harris, 
Virgil O’Dell and Caleb 
Wyssbrod) with a finish-
ing time of 1:34.98 as well 

as the 1600-meter relay 
(Irving Escalante, Pedro 
Rosales, Jackson Smith 
and Caleb Wyssbrod) with 
a finishing time of 3:38.72.

Sophomore  Wyat t 
Worthington finished 
fourth in the 300-meter 
hurdles with a time of 
45.43 seconds and fifth in 
the 110-meter hurdles with 
a time of 18.40 seconds. 
Senior Luis Hernandez 

won both the 3200-meter 
run with a time of 11:08.33 
and the 1600-meter run 
with a time of 5:04.95. 
Sophomore Reece Harris 
took third in the 200-meter 
dash with a time of 24.01 
seconds and fifth in the 
100-meter dash with a time 
of 12.33 seconds to lead 
Rochelle in the sprints. 

See TRACK page 3

RTHS Boys Tennis

Hubs celebrate Senior Night with win over Harlem
Rochelle honors five senior athletes before 4-1 victory on Wednesday evening

Community 
Unity  

Magazine!

Check out our NEXT 
American Hero
page May 8th!

The Rochelle Hub tennis team honored its five seniors before Wednesday’s match against Harlem. Above from 
left to right are Alex McBride, Parker Lenkaitis, Eli Luxton, Austin Raleigh and Jimmy Chavez.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

R O C H E L L E  — 
Wednesday was a suc-
cessful Senior Night for 
the Rochelle Hub varsity 
tennis team, which hon-
ored its five seniors before 
facing the Harlem Huskies 
in nonconference play.

After scoring a road 
win over Dixon on Tues-
day, Rochelle returned 
home on Wednesday and 
continued rounding into 
form with the Interstate 8 
Conference tournament 
and the IHSA 1A Sectional 
around the corner. The 
Hubs swept both singles 
matches while taking 
two of the three doubles 
matches to secure a 4-1 
win over the Huskies. 
Rochelle celebrated five 
seniors including Jimmy 
Chavez, Parker Lenkaitis, 
Alex McBride, Eli Luxton 
and Austin Raleigh.

“It’s rare to have a kid in 
any sport for all four years, 
so having both Jimmy 
and Parker here to lay the 
groundwork for what we 
started has been great,” 
head coach Kristy Eck-
ardt said. “Both of them 
have been leaders. Alex 
has been a solid returning 
player and both Austin and 
Eli have been a pleasant 
surprise this year… We’re 
starting to peak when we 

need to and we’ve played 
some really good tennis 
over the last few meets. 
We’re ready to show what 
we’re made of.”

Rochelle (5-8, 1-4 In-
terstate 8) took a 1-0 lead 
over Harlem after sopho-
more Philip Winters took 
the No. 2 singles match 
against Gerardo Valadez, 
dropping only one game 
in a 6-0, 6-1 win. The 
Hubs claimed their first 
doubles points soon after, 
with Luxton and Raleigh 
defeating Avery Coyle and 
Connar Edwards 6-1, 6-4 
in the No. 3 doubles match 
to put Rochelle ahead 2-0.

“Senior Day was a 
day I had been look-
ing forward to since my 
freshman year,” Chavez 
said. “I would always get 
emotional seeing all of the 
guys I looked up to have 
their Senior Days, so it 
meant a lot to win because 
I’ve been in this program 
for all four years of high 
school and I’ve given my 
all to this program... We 
had a rough start to the 
season, but that doesn’t 
matter anymore and we’re 
at full form now. We’re 
excited for sectionals and 
I know we can handle it.”

Chavez clinched the 
team win for the Hubs, 
beating Luka Miljanic 6-3, 
6-3 in the No. 1 singles 
match and giving the Hubs 

a 3-0 lead over the Hus-
kies. Rochelle’s final win 
came in a competitive No. 

1 doubles match, where se-
nior Parker Lenkaitis and 
sophomore Mark Green 

overcame a second-set 
loss to beat Ayden Mabrey 
and Shawn Austin 6-4, 

2-6, 10-4.

See TENNIS page 3
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Hackman • Tonia Holland

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson 
                Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

                  815-562-8787        www.jeffperrychevrolet.com

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S

F2
01

7

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
F2
02
2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

2023
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF

Pizza • Pastas 
Sandwiches • Salads and Lots More!

                  • Best Pizza • Pasta  
• Italian Restaurant  

• Appetizer/small plate  
  • Family Restaurant • Local Business

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2020

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2021

SINCE 1967

815.562.7300 
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up

1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL • vincespizzainrochelle.com

Ordering Online is 
easy when you use 

our QR Code!
We are Proud to Support 

the Rochelle Hubs!

H
U
BS

F

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Jackson
Brovelli

Year: Freshman
Sport: Tennis

Isaac
Gittleson

Year: Freshman
Sport: Tennis

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?
A: This is my first year.

Q: What do you enjoy most 
about this sport?

A: I enjoy the practices, I learn a 
lot during them.

Q: What is your favorite school 
subject and why?

A: I enjoy geometry because my 
teacher is really awesome.

Q: Who is your biggest role 
model and why?

A: My dad because he raised me.
Q: What is your dream job and 

why?
A: To be a dentist or a psychiatrist 
because I have a fascination with 

teeth and the inner workings of the 
mind.

Q: Where would your dream 
vacation be and why?

A: I would like to go to Germany 
to see the architecture.

Q: What is your favorite thing 
about being a student-athlete at 

RTHS?
A: I enjoy the many options I’m 

presented with as a student-
athlete.

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?
A: This is my first year.

Q: What do you enjoy most 
about this sport?

A: Having fun with friends.
Q: What is your favorite school 

subject and why?
A: Lunch because I can eat.

Q: Who is your favorite 
athlete and why?
A: Jimmy Chavez.

Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?
A: Jimmy Chavez because he’s a 

good friend.
Q: What is your dream job and 

why?
A: Game or music development.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: Italy because of my heritage.
Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?

A: Representing RTHS.
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What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Gutters, Roofing & Siding

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a Need to get the word out about a 

product or service you offer? product or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 
We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Concrete

• Residential &  
Commercial Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE  
ESTIMATES!

Plumbing, Heating 
& Cooling

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976

Li
c#

 0
55

-0
13

99
9

Lawn Care

In Business Since 1999
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

Call Jeremy Furman at 815-761-9619
Please leave message and I will return your call ASAP

Furman’s Lawn Care
SPRING 

CLEAN-UP! • Weekly Mowing• Weekly Mowing
• Bush Tr Bush Trimming & Removal

• Gutter Cleaning
• Much More!

Heating & Air Conditioning

From page 1

Sophomore El i jah 
Mayen took second in 
the 800-meter run with a 
time of 2:17.57 and senior 
Irving Escalante finished 
fifth in the 400-meter 
dash with a time of 55.42 
seconds.

Lady Hubs
Freshman Elyse Man-

ning scored Rochelle’s 
lone win in the field events, 

claiming the triple jump 
with a distance of 9.48 
meters. Senior Kyra Bivins 
took second in the discus 
throw with a mark of 33.18 
meters and junior Erin 
Murphy took second in the 
shot put with a mark of 9.75 
meters. Sophomore Kyrie 
Cragin finished third in the 
pole vault with a clearance 
of 1.75 meters and junior 
Dempsey Atkinson placed 
fifth in the high jump with 
a clearance of 1.40 meters.

Sophomore Rose Lux-
ton won two events, claim-
ing the 800-meter run with 
a time of 2:47.65 and the 
1600-meter run with a time 
of 6:07.39. Sophomore 
Annaliese Koziol won the 
3200-meter run with a time 
of 14:08.26 and sophomore 
Kyrie Cragin finished sec-
ond in the 400-meter dash 
with a time of 1:04.95. 
Freshman Elyse Manning 
took third in the 200-meter 
dash with a time of 29.09 

seconds and fourth in the 
100-meter dash with a time 
of 14.37 seconds.

Rochelle won the 
3200-meter relay (Rose 
Luxton, Mary Chadwick, 
Brisa Zepeda and Ky-
lie Smith) with a time 
of 11:22.27). The Lady 
Hubs finished third in the 
400-meter relay (Elyse 
Manning, Zoe White, Val-
erie Saldana and Ryelee 
Bogle) with a time of 54.61 
seconds and the 1600-me-

ter relay (Kyrie Cragin, 
Arline Villanueva, Jasmine 
Walsh and Kylie Smith) 
with a time of 4:31.19. 
Rochelle took fifth in the 
800-meter relay (Katie 
Toczylowski, Zoe White, 
Alex Neece and Reese 
Kissack) with a time of 
1:59.37.

Senior Night
The Hub seniors hon-

ored on Tuesday evening  
include Abel Huerta, Al-

exavier Villatoro, Bruno 
Fernandez, Caleb Wyss-
brod, Diego Salazar, Irving 
Escalante, Isaac Lopez, 
Landon Mickley, Luis 
Hernandez, Nathan Ser-
geant, Noe Valdez, Storm 
Devers and Wyatt Brandt 
along with managers Anna 
Toczylowski and Fran-
shelly Salas-Duran. The 
Lady Hub seniors include 
Kennedy Adamski, Kylie 
Smith, Kyra Bivins, Karma 
Lidren and Jaclyn Seyller.

Seniors Kylie Smith (left) and Storm Devers (right) race to the finish line during the 50th Annual Ogle County Invitational on Tuesday evening. The Lady Hubs finished 
second with 96 points, while the Hubs took second with 119 points in Tuesday’s meet at Rochelle Township High School.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

TRACK: Rochelle teams take second in 50th Annual Ogle County Invitational

TENNIS: Hubs score road win over Dixon on Tuesday evening
From page 1

“I’ve put in a lot of 
hard work over the last 
four years and it feels 
great to be playing well 
at the end of the season, 
especially with confer-
ence and sectionals com-
ing up,” Lenkatis said. 
“We’re starting to clean up 
a lot of our mistakes and 
we’re playing much more 
consistent tennis, which 
is a good thing… The 

older guys have helped the 
new guys a lot. We have 
a young team and we’re 
hoping that the younger 
guys come back out for 
the tennis team next year.”

Harlem avoided the 
shutout with a win in the 
No. 2 doubles match, 
where Rochelle senior 
Alex McBride and sopho-
more Caleb Mortensen 
played a close first set 
in a 5-7, 2-6 loss against 
Sora Anucauskas and 

Lucas Santos. The Hubs 
will host Mendota for a 
nonconference match on 
Monday before traveling 
for a nonconference road 
match against IMSA on 
Tuesday evening.

Dixon
A singles sweep and 

two doubles points al-
lowed the Rochelle Hub 
varsity tennis team to 
score a nonconference 
road victory over the 

Dixon Dukes on Tuesday 
evening.

Senior Jimmy Chavez 
conceded only one game 
in a 6-1, 6-0 win over Alex 
Basilio at the No. 1 singles 
court, while sophomore 
Philip Winters handled 
Will Lindenmeyer for a 
6-1, 6-1 win at the No. 2 
singles court. The singles 
victories enabled the Hubs 
to score a 4-1 win over 
the Dukes and snap a 
five-match losing streak. 

Rochelle (4-8, 1-4 Inter-
state 8) will return home 
on Wednesday, when the 
Hubs celebrate Senior 
Night with a match against 
the Harlem Huskies.

Senior Parker Lenkaitis 
and sophomore Mark 
Green earned a hard-
fought win over Bashar 
Elbzour and Owen Win-
ters at the No. 1 doubles 
court, rallying from a 
first-set loss to take both 
the second and third sets 

in a 3-6, 6-4, 10-7 vic-
tory. Seniors Eli Luxton 
and Austin Raleigh over-
came a tough first set 
and showed dominance 
in the second set of their 
7-6(1), 6-2 win over Jack 
McGrail and Sam Gingras 
at the No. 3 doubles court. 
Senior Alex McBride 
and sophomore Caleb 
Mortensen fell 6-0, 6-1 
to Jayvian Herwig and 
Derek Miller at the No. 2 
doubles court.
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SPORTS

Ashton Bible Church, corner of Main and Paddock in Ashton. Pastor Farrel 
Stauffer, church phone is (815)453-2190, church website www.ashtonbible.
org0. Sunday School for all ages 9:00-10:00am, Morning Worship 10:15am, 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 6:30-8:00pm.

Calvary Lighthouse Church, Assemblies of God, Senior Pastor, Dr. James 
Horvath. 14409 Hemstock Rd., Rochelle. Sunday Morning: Sunday Worship 
& Children’s Church 10:00 A.M., Wednesday Evening  7:00 P.M. – Adult 
Teaching, Missionettes & Royal Rangers Childrens Classes, Nursery available 
for all services. HE-Brews Cafe is open before and after services. For further 
information, please call the CLC office at 815-562-7701, or email us at staff@
calvarylighthouse.com

Rochelle Church of Christ, Keeping Christ at the center in the Hub City. We 
meet Sundays at 9:00am for Bible Study and 10:00am for worship. We also 
have a Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00pm. 206 Erickson Rd, Rochelle, IL 61068. 
You can call us at (815) 562-6572 or visit us on the web at rochellechurch.com. 
We also have a radio program Sundays just after 8am on WRHL 1060AM. 
Minister Dominic Venuso.

Creston United Methodist Church and Steward United Methodist Church - 
Rev. Ilhan You, Creston: 126 West South Street, P.O. Box 209, Creston, Illinois 
60113. Sunday morning worship 9:00am. Coffee fellowship at 10:15am. 
Steward: 507 Main Street, P.O. Box 80, Steward, IL 60553. Adult Sunday 
School, 10:00am. Sunday morning worship and Children’s Sunday School 
11:00am. Contact the church office at 847-730-4370 for more information. 
facebook.comcrestonumcil faccebook.com/stewardilumc

Elim Reformed Church, 140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068. Phone: 815-
562-6811. Email goelimchurch@gmail.com Website www.goelimchurch.org 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 Rev. Marv Jacobs

Faith Lutheran Church –  (14206 E. Flagg Rd.) – “Making Christ Known Through 
Lives of Faith.” In-person worship is available each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. or online 
at “Faith Lutheran Social” on YouTube. Worship resources are also available on 
our Facebook page - ‘Faith Lutheran Church ELCA.’ You may also e-mail Pastor 
Joy Alsop at Pastor@faithlcrochelle.org for more information. All are welcome to 
join us!

First General Baptist Church, 500 S. 12th St, Rochelle.  Phone: 815-562-5221. 
Email: fgbcrochelle@gmail.com.Website: www.fgbcrochelle.org. Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/fgbcrochelle.Pastor:   Rev. Angelo Bonacquisti. Sunday 
worship services: 8:30 am, 11:15 am and 6:00 pm.  Sunday school:  10:00 am. 
We’d be honored to have you join us as we worship JESUS and continue to 
grow in truth and love for God and each other.  A nursery, children’s church, 
youth group and small groups are available.  If you need a ride please contact 
our church bus driver, John, at (815) 262-4275 by 8:30 am on Sunday. “For if 
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9

First Presbyterian Church – An Amazing Place for Amazing Grace- Rev. 
Doug Forsberg, Senior Pastor. 1100 Calvin Road, Rochelle.  Email: info@
placeforgrace.com.  Sunday morning worship 9:00am and 10:30am. In person or 
streamed online. On our Website and Facebook Live. www.placeforgrace.com/  
www.facebook.com/placeforgrace

Grace Fellowship Church  — Pastor Jeff Ardissone, 2128 Il Route 38, Ashton, 
815-453-7464. Sunday School 8:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 9:45 a.m. 
www.graceisforyou.com

Harvest Baptist Church 241 Scott Ave. (Hillcrest). Rev. Duane Boehm, pastor. 
Email duane712@hotmail.com, cell 815-757-3427. Visit us on Facebook! 
Service times: Sunday morning worship with Children’s Church at 10 am. 
Wednesday night worship at 7 pm. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 16060 E. Lindenwood Road, 
Lindenwood, IL 61049. Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock. Church Phone 393-
4500. Church Worship 9:00 a.m. Sunday School Christian Education Hour at 
10:30   a.m.

Living Water Community Church  405 N. Main St, Downtown Rochelle. Phone 
815-561-6249, Website: www.lwccr.com, Like us on Facebook. We are Non-
Denominational, Christ Centered, Casual dress, Christ Centered Live Band 
Worship. Mike Vogeler - Outreach and Seven C’s Pastor, Chris Bender- Teaching 
Pastor and Doug Bunger - Missions and Children’s Pastor. Sunday Worship 
Service- 10:00am. Nursery/Toddlers Ages 0-5 available during the service in the 
Splash building. Swim- Grades 1st-5th worship with the adults then break out for 
age appropriate teaching. Youth groups, Small groups, Life Groups and Workshops 
meet throughout the year for Bible teaching. 7C’s Mission- serves the community 
physically & spiritually each month from 1135 Lincoln Hwy, providing lightly used 
clothing, Hygiene items, a light lunch and Elder Prayer open the second Saturday 
from 10am-2pm and the 4th Thursday from 4pm to 7:00pm and by appointment..  

  

New Hope Fellowship (Church of God - Anderson, IN), 1501 10th Ave., 
Rochelle, IL 61068. Service: Sunday at 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m., (815)561-8400, www.
NHFchurch.net Pastor: Dan Sergeant and Pastor Nick Tornabene.  (Classes 
for children through age fifth grade during service.)

Rochelle United Methodist Church welcomes everyone to their worship 
service, and practices openness for all activities including communion. 
Worship is at 9:00 am. Sunday school for children begins around 9:15, 
following the Children’s Time in worship. A fellowship time with food and 
space for conversation occurs in Hicks Hall every week following the worship 
service.  We celebrate communion with an open table on the first Sunday of 
every month, and on other appropriate occasions.  Youth group is on Sunday 
evenings from 5:30-7:30. Our youth program includes service projects, 
discussion topics, Bible Study, and lots of fun and fellowship together.  Some 
of our activities include packing meals at Feed My Starving Children, helping 
at Rochelle Christian Food Pantry and 7C’s, working with animals at Barn on 
Baseline, Mystery trips (Destination Unknown!), and Interactive experiences 
on Dating boundaries, refugees, and homelessness.  Youth group is for grades 
6-12 and friends are always welcome.  Recorded services are available on our 
YouTube channel and our website at www.rochelleumc.com. Our services are 
on the radio (93.5 FM) on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am. Our Facebook page 
is www.facebook.com/rochelleumc. Our pastor is the Rev. Dr. Katherine 
Thomas Paisley.  Our address is 709 Fourth Ave. (815) 562-2164. Email is 
admin@rochelleumc.com. At Rochelle United Methodist Church, everyone is 
welcome and loved!

St. Patrick Catholic Church Rev. Jesus Dominguez; Deacon Fermin Garcia; 
Deacon George Schramm; 244 Kelley Dr. (Corner of Kelley & Caron Rd.), 
PO Box 329, Rochelle, IL 61068. Office Hours: 9:00 AM- 4PM Monday-
Thursday, Phone: 815-562-2370. Mass times: 8:00 AM Monday-Thursday, 
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM English, 7PM Spanish, Sunday Mass 7:30 
AM, 9:00 AM in English and 11:00 AM in Spanish. Confessions: Monday 
8:30AM & 6:30PM, Tuesday 8:30AM, Saturday 8:30am & 4:00-4:45 PM Or 
by appointment. Religious Education: Deacon George Schramm, Director 
of Religious Education. 903 Caron Road, Rochelle, IL 61068, 815-561-0079; 
Website: stpatricksrochelle.com 
Email: stpatrick-rochelle@rockforddiocese.org 
Facebook.com/StPatrickRochelle

St. Paul Lutheran Church “Building Relationships in Christ, Now and 
Forever!” Steven Hall, Principal, Parish Nurse-Marcia Schnorr. 1415 Tenth 
Ave., Rochelle. Church Office-562-2744. Worship times: 6:00 p.m. Saturday, 
9:00 a.m. Sunday. Our service is broadcast over WRHL 1060AM at 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday. Sunday School 10:15-11:15 a.m.  Call 562-6323 for more information 
about the school.

CHURCH DIRECTORY

RTHS Baseball

Hubs start LaSalle-Peru series with two losses
RTHS falls to 0-11 in Interstate 8 after back-to-back defeats against Cavaliers

Junior Breydan Andrews digs in at the plate during the Rochelle Hub varsity 
baseball game against LaSalle-Peru on Monday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

LASALLE — Solid 
outings from freshman 
Brody Bruns and junior 
Brandyn Metzger weren’t 
enough for the Rochelle 
Hub varsity baseball team 
on Wednesday evening, 
when the purple and white 
continued their Interstate 8 
Conference series against 
the LaSalle-Peru Cava-
liers.

Bruns tossed the first 
four innings and struck out 
four batters while holding 
LaSalle-Peru to two earned 
runs on four hits. Metzger 
followed with two innings 
of relief, limiting the Cava-
liers to one earned run on 
one hit with one strikeout. 
But the Hubs were unable 
to generate much offense 
on Wednesday, finishing 
with only four hits in a 
3-1 loss. Rochelle (4-15, 
0-11 Interstate 8) will at-
tempt to avoid its fourth 
straight conference sweep 
during the series finale on 
Thursday.

Jack Jereb singled and 
scored on a wild pitch to 
give the Cavaliers a 1-0 

lead in the bottom of the 
first inning. Seth Adams 
hit a one-out single before 
scoring on a sacrifice fly 
from Jacob Gross in the 
bottom of the third inning, 
allowing LaSalle-Peru 
to surge ahead 2-0. The 
Cavaliers went ahead 3-0 
after an RBI single from 
Alex Galindo in the bottom 
of the sixth inning.

Rochelle avoided the 
shutout with one run on 
two hits in the top of the 
seventh inning, where 
juniors Carson Lewis and 
Brandyn Metzger smacked 
back-to-back singles to 
start the frame. Lewis 
eventually scored on a 
fielder’s choice grounder 
from senior Chandler Cun-
ningham.

Monday
Juniors Elijah Harley 

and Breydan Andrews 
each hit RBI singles to 
spark the Rochelle Hub 
varsity baseball team dur-
ing Monday’s Interstate 
8 game against LaSalle-
Peru.

Trailing 5-0 entering 
the bottom of the fourth 
inning, Rochelle cut the 

deficit to three after a trio 
of singles including two 
run-scoring knocks from 
Harley and Andrews. The 
Hubs threatened to tie the 
game in the bottom of the 
sixth inning, but a strikeout 
ended a promising op-
portunity and allowed the 
Cavaliers to escape with 
a 5-2 win. Rochelle (4-
14, 0-10 Interstate 8) will 
continue its three-game 
set against LaSalle-Peru 
with a road matchup on 
Wednesday evening. 

Jack Jereb smacked a 
lead-off single and scored 
on an RBI double from 
Brendan Boudreau, who 
then crossed home plate 
on a wild pitch to give the 
Cavaliers a 2-0 lead in 
the top of the first inning. 
The Hubs loaded the bases 
with one out in the bottom 
of the first inning, where 
junior Ethan Goodwin 
reached on an error before 
senior Brock Metzger and 
freshman Brody Bruns 
each slapped singles. But 
a flyout and a groundout 
dashed Rochelle’s scoring 
chances.

LaSalle-Peru tallied 
two runs in the top of 

the second inning, where 
Brandon Foreman scored 
on a wild pitch and Brady 
Romagnoli doubled before 
touching home on a steal. 
Jackson Piecha put the 
Cavaliers ahead 5-0 after 

an RBI double in the top of 
the third inning that scored 
Jacob Gross. Harley and 
Andrews made the score 
5-2 with RBI knocks in 
the bottom of the fourth.

Metzger started on 

the mound and threw 
six innings for Rochelle, 
striking out four batters. 
Goodwin entered in re-
lief and fired a scoreless 
frame, retiring the Cava-
liers in order.
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone can’t 
ask you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For 
more information, call 
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
d ickharms@hotmai l .
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin 
& iron toys, sterling 
silver, decoys. If it’s 
antique, I’m interested 
in looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or email 
d ickharms@hotmai l .
com

305 305 
GARAGE / ESTATE GARAGE / ESTATE 
SALESSALES

Garage Sale - 1107 N 
3rd St. May 9-11 8am-
5pm
Girls Clothes 3+ - 14/16, 
boys 2+ - 14/16
Adult Clothes small - 4x, 
steelers jerseys, shoes, 
double stroller, high 
chair, kirby vacuum, 
bug zapper, Christmas 
decor, books, toys 
and misc. items. 
(RNLONLY050824)

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on April 22, 
2024 a certificate was 
filed in the Ogle Coun-
ty Clerk’s Office setting 
forth the names and 
post office address of 
all of the persons own-
ing, conducting and 
transacting the busi-
ness known as: 
El Kora Multi Services
324 Lincoln Hwy
Rochelle, IL 61068
Dated April 22, 2024
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 0427
(April 28, May 5 and 12, 
2024)

NOTICE OF SELF 
STORAGE SALE

Please take notice Hub 
City Self Storage locat-
ed at 961 S 7th Street 
Rochelle, IL 61068 in-
tends to hold an Auc-
tion of storage units 
listed below to enforce 
its privilege against 
the following parties at 
the facility for default 
of payment of Rent. 
The sale will occur as 
an online auction via 
www.storagetreasures.
com on 5/18/2024 at 
10:30AM. Pete Pascua 
unit #114. This sale 
may be withdrawn at 
any time without notice. 
Certain terms and con-
ditions apply. 
No. 0428
(April 28 and May 5, 
2024)

NOTICE
A Mini Storage, LLC, 
A storage facility locat-
ed at 117 Quarry Road 
Rochelle, IL hereby 
announces that the 
possessions of the fol-
lowing lessees will be 
disposed of by means 
of auction on May 
17th, 2024, at 9:00 AM. 
Disposal of personal 
property shall conform 
to the terms of the cer-
tified notice previously 
mailed to the lessee. 
The contents of the 
units can be previewed 
immediately prior to the 
sale.  The preview and 
sale will take place at 
each individual unit list-
ed below; in the order 
they appear.
Unit#250 Inocencio Fe-
lix: Bags, fans, tables, 
totes, boxes, vacuum, 
matress, rollator walker 
with east, recliner sofa, 
corner shelve, clothes, 
lamps, folding cart 
No. 0429
(April 28 and May 5, 
2024)

Show& Sell

Browse
& Buy

All in the 
Classifieds!

Place an Ad:
Rochelle News-Leader

815-562-4171
Ogle County Life

815-732-2156

Subscribe:
Rochelle News-Leader
815-562-4171
Ogle County Life
815-732-2156

START AN EXCITING
NEW JOB WITH THE  
ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER!

Multimedia Sales 
Consultant

If you have an outgoing personality, an ener-
getic get-it-done approach, and enjoy helping 
clients build their business, then you may be a 
perfect fit for a sales position with the Rochelle 
News-Leader. This is a full-time position.

As a multimedia sales consultant, you will 
service current accounts and also cultivate new 
clients in the Rochelle/DeKalb region of northern 
Illinois, helping them market their products and 
services through a variety of highly visible, popu-
lar and effective local media vehicles.

If you have a passion to get out of the office on a 
regular basis to help clients grow their audience 
and reach new customers, then we would like to 
talk to you.

Applicants should possess excellent communi-
cation and organizational skills with a positive 
personality and team-player approach. Previous 
media sales or related marketing experience is 
a plus, including print, digital and social media 
advertising.

The sky is the limit on earning potential and 
career development in this position. We offer a 
competitive base salary plus commission.

Qualified applicants should mail or e-mail their 
resume to the following address:

Multimedia Sales Position
Rochelle News-Leader
ATTN: Will McMacken

P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068
or email to  

bmcmacken@newsmediacorp.com

RNLHOUSE

I L L I N O I S  C L A S S I F I E D  A D V E R T I S I N G  N E T W O R K  

 
Northern ICANS - Run Date Week of 5/5/2024 

DOGS PETS 
LIVESTOCK 

When veterinary care is 
unavailable or unaffordable, 
ask for Happy Jack® animal 

healthcare products for 
cats, dogs, & horses. At 

Tractor Supply® 
(www.happyjackinc.com). 

MOVING SALE - ROCHELLE
Thur 5/9 - 8a-5p,  

Fri 5/10 - 8a-5p & Sat 5/11 - 8a-12p 
1208 Scott Avenue  
(South of Carrie Avenue)

TV, Sewing Machine, Microwave, Dresser, Filing 
Cabinet, Hedge Trimmer, Yard Tools, Bulls 

Memorabilia, Household Decor, Christmas Decor, 
Games, CDs, Books & Much More

Everything Must Go!
05052024

305 305 
GARAGE / ESTATE SALESGARAGE / ESTATE SALES

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.” 

127 127 
SERVICESSERVICES

Will Tutor for 
Elementary Math & 
English this Summer. 
Call 815-440-6184. 
(ALLto052924)

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Class-A CDL
Drivers Wanted

$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to

$33/per hour
Local Trucking 

Company seeking 
full time,

year- round driver to 
haul grain.

815-938-3644
Please

leave message.
09052022

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-262-3900

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

04092023

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

APARTMENT FOR 
RENT. 922 Lincoln 
Avenue, Rochelle. 2 
Bed, 2 Bath. Beautiful 
Condition. Call 815-508-
0355 (05082024MR)

Support Real Journalism

Targeted LocalTargeted Local    
AdvertisingAdvertising

Reach an engaged and affluent local audience 
when you promote your business here. This is a 
neighborhood-by-neighborhood guide to local 
shopping, dining, events and more, making it 
a highly effective place for your business to 
advertise directly to the consumer.

Targeted LocalTargeted Local    
AdvertisingAdvertising

To learn more about 
advertising, contact one of our 
helpful ad consultants today.
815-562-4171



SUNDAY, MAY 5, 2024SECTION 2 • PAGE 6 • ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER

MOTHER’S DAY

MO T H E R ’ S 
Day is an op-
portunity to 

show moms how much 
they’re loved and appreci-
ated. Though many moms 
may insist they don’t want 
anything beyond spend-
ing the day with their 
children, gifts are a big 
part of Mother’s Day. 

No two moms are the 
same, and though stan-
dards like flowers and 
greeting cards will always 
have a place on Mother’s 
Day, the following are 
some gift ideas that can 
put smiles on the faces 
of moms from all walks 
of life.

There’s no end to the 
gift options for mothers 
who love to curl up with 
a good book. Of course, 
some new books may 
delight Mom, but gifts 
that can improve the 
reading experience also 
merit consideration. For 
example, an ergonomic 
backrest reading pillow 
can make bedtime reading 
sessions more comfort-
able and ensure Mom’s 
neck and back get ample 
support as she reads 
the latest page-turner. A 
nightstand book holder 
also can be ideal for moms 
who can’t seem to keep 
track of their bookmarks.

Some moms simply 
love to get in a good 
workout. Shoppers whose 
mothers or wives love 
to break a sweat might 
want to look into home 
gym equipment ,  as 
many fitness enthusiasts 
transformed part of their 
homes into exercise areas 
during the pandemic. 
If that sounds like the 
mom on your shopping 
list, then a suspension 
training system won’t 
take up much room but 

Great gifts for moms from all walks of life

can provide an intense, 
full-body workout. A new 
yoga mat, some wireless 
Bluetooth headphones or 
a compression stretching 
mat are some additional 
gifts that might make 
exercise-loving moms 
smile this Mother’s Day.

Moms whose children 
still live under the same 
roof may not have much 
opportunity to travel, but 

empty nesters and grand-
mothers might. For such 
moms, a foldable, hanging 
travel bag can make it easy 
and convenient for mom 
to carry all of her toiletries 
and access them without 
taking up what’s often 
minimal hotel room coun-
ter space. For moms who 
want to document their ex-
cursions, a leather travel 
journal encourages them 

to note their experiences 
and gives them something 
they can revisit for years 
to come. Of course, some 
new luggage can make 
the perfect gift for newly 
retired moms who can’t 
wait to start visiting places 
on their travel bucket lists.

Millions of moms man-
age to juggle the obli-
gations of family life 
with a challenging career. 

Mother’s Day can be a 
great time to recognize 
that balancing act. A self-
heating coffee mug can 
ensure Mom’s morning 
cup o’ joe doesn’t go cold 
as she traverses her way 
through a hectic morning 
routine. Another great 
gift is a charging mouse 
pad that can charge all of 
Mom’s devices even while 
she’s working. If you want 

to help Mom remain calm 
as she navigates her way 
through a day filled with 
personal and professional 
obligations, an essential 
oils diffuser can create a 
sense of relaxation on the 
most hectic of days.

No two moms are the 
same. Fortunately, great 
gifts can be found for 
moms from all walks of 
life this Mother’s Day.  

2 0 0 8E S T

P R E M I U M  P L A N T S  &  T R E E S
HIDDEN TIMBER GARDENS

(815) 751-4162 hiddentimbergardens.cominfo@hiddentimbergardens.com

Patio Pots
Garden Art
Hanging Baskets
Roses & Clematis
Annuals & Perennials
Blooming Trees & Shrubs

Great Gifts for Mom!

Mother's DayMother's DayMother's DayOPEN 

462 S. Chana Rd. Chana, IL 

Hours:
Tues - Sat 9a-6p & Sun 12p-5p
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MOTHER’S DAY

Annuals
Planters

Perennials
Hanging Baskets
Vegetable Plants
Shepherd Hooks

Poly Outdoor Lawn Furniture

2810 W IL Route 64 • Oregon, IL 61061 • 920-229-9787

The Beauty of a Flower will Bless 
every Mother’s Heart!

Stop in at the A-Frame Family Greenhouse where 
the flowers burst with beauty!

Maintenance Free

Outdoor Furniture 

HUGE 2DAY SALE!

25% OFF  
all in stock Furniture!

May 10 and 11

05
06

20
24

A hanging basket for 
Mom! Buy 5 hanging 
baskets and get a 10” 
basket FREE!  
May 10 and 11

All vegetables 
and herbs are 
25% off May 
9-18th!

Hours: Tue-Sat 8AM-5PM

MO T H E R ’ S  
Day is cel-
ebrated on 

Sunday, May 12, 2024. 
Mother’s Day is devoted to 
expressing love and show-
ering praise on mothers, 
step-mothers and any other 
figure in one’s life who has 
taken on a motherly role.

It is customary to lav-
ish extra praise on moms 
come Mother’s Day, and 
that often involves gift-
giving. The following are 
five gifts that can ensure 
Mom knows her efforts and 
unconditional love have not 
gone unnoticed.

1. Prompt mindful think-
ing: The cards from Sunny 
Present Empowering Ques-
tions Cards pose questions 
to prompt meditation, jour-
naling or simply to practice 
mindfulness during the day. 
They are a great way to en-
courage positive self-talk. 

Each of the 52 cards feature 
a door in the Estonian city of 
Tallinn. Available through 
Amazon and www.sunny-
present.com.

2. Motivational can-do 
candles: A little aromather-
apy can treat any mother 
to an uplifting or relaxing 
fragrance in her special 
place in the home. But these 
inspirational candles from 
Bianchi Candle Co. feature 
names like “bravery,” “joy” 
and “gratitude” and a moti-
vational message. Purchase 
at bianchicandleco.com.

3. Inspirational coffee 
table book: Author and 
educator Natalie Friscia 
Pancetti wrote, “This 
Too… Life-Isms to Savor 
the Sweetness of Life and 
Calm You Through the 
Storms” to pay homage to 
her parents, particularly her 
father, who was fond of the 
phrase, “this too shall pass.” 

Pancetti says people often 
relate the phrase to rough 
patches in life, but it also 
can refer to cherishing all 
the moments that are fleet-
ing. The book offers many 
inspirational passages and 
lessons that can be applied 
to all aspects of life. It can be 
a touching gift for a mom, 
grandmother or another 
special woman. Available 
through Amazon, Barnes 
& Noble and at www.
nataliefrisciapancetti.com.

4. Relaxing home spa 
experience: Many people 
have turned their bath-
rooms into home spas, 
particularly empty nesters 
who now have more time 
to relax and pamper them-
selves. Spending time in a 
relaxing shower is a way 
for Mom to clear her mind 
and unwind, and Shower 
Steamers from Body Re-
store can set the ideal 

Five inspirational gifts for Mother’s Day

environment. Purchase 
on Amazon and include 
alongside additional home 
spa necessities like loofahs 
or a bathrobe.

5. Ancestry exploration: 
Foster greater bonds in the 

family by giving Mom an 
opportunity to further trace 
her heritage. Popular gene-
alogy companies include 
Ancestry.com, MyHer-
itage.com and 23andme.
com, enabling anyone to 

enjoy a look back at the 
lineage that helped shape 
who they are today. These 
companies can help trace 
ancestors and even con-
nect people with distant 
relatives.

Remember Mom with Remember Mom with 
a gift from

May Sunday Hours: 9AM - 1PM - Merlin’s Side Only

a gift froma gift fromM� lin’sM� lin’s
20% OFF BOTH 

STORES!STORES!
*Excluding Greenhouse*
Buy 3 hanging Buy 3 hanging 

baskets baskets 
at regular price, at regular price, 
get the 4th FREE!get the 4th FREE!

300 Mix Street • Oregon, IL 61061
815-732-2969

Check out our Facebook page for all the latest details.

05
05
20
24

20% OFF BOTH 20% OFF BOTH 
Hagemann H� ticult� e

& The Other Side Boutique& The Other Side Boutique
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NURSES WEEK

THE nursing pro-
fession is vast 
and attracts an 

array of talented people. 
A career as a nursing as-
sistant can be a rewarding 
path for those who want 
to get into the profession. 

According to the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics, health care jobs are 
expected to grow by 13 
percent between 2021 and 
2031, making a nursing 
career an attractive option.

According to Premier 
Nursing Academy, a cer-
tified nursing assistant is 
an entry-level step into 
the medical field. A CNA 
is not a nurse, but these 
individuals will work very 
closely under the supervi-
sion of licensed nursing 
staff, physicians and other 
health care providers. 

Many people are drawn 
to becoming a CNA be-
cause the job presents a 
start in a career in health 
care. While some are 
content to remain CNAs 
for the duration of their 

careers, other CNAs use 
the position as a way to 
get on-the-job experience 
that can help them decide 
if they want to go further in 
the field of nursing. CNA 
certification does not 
require extensive educa-
tion. On average, it takes 
between four to 10 weeks 
to complete the necessary 
coursework to become a 
certified nursing assistant.

According to Indeed, 
a CNA can expect to per-
form these tasks on any 
given day.

• Administer medica-
tions to patients.

• Assist patients with 
activities of daily living.

• Bathe and dress pa-
tients.

• Check vital signs.
• Serve meals and help 

patients eat.
• Watch for changes 

in patients’ behaviors or 
worsening conditions.

• Reposition bedridden 
patients.

CNAs work in many 
different settings, in-

The role of certified nursing assistants

THE vital role 
nurses play in 
health care set-

tings across the globe 
was perhaps never more 
apparent than in recent 
months. When COV-
ID-19 was declared a 
pandemic by the World 
Health Organization in 
March 2020, nurses were 
on the front lines in the 
battle against the virus, 
and have remained there 
ever since.

In recognition of the 
sacrifices nurses and 
other health care work-
ers have made to help 
the sick, individuals 
across the globe have 
placed signs in their 
yards thanking essen-
tial workers. In addi-
tion, many more have 
taken to social media 

to highlight the lengths 
individual nurses have 
gone to while helping 
them or their loved ones 
who caught the virus or 
fought other illnesses. 
Communities can follow 
such individuals’ lead by 
making collective efforts 
to thank the nurses who 
call their towns and cit-
ies home.

• Sponsor fundraising 
efforts. Town officials 
can help to organize a 
community-wide fund-
raising effort or a 50-50 
raffle with the ultimate 
goal of donating to a 
charitable organization 
chosen by local nurses. 
Health care facilities 
have been stretched in-
credibly thin during the 
pandemic, so a donation 
to a charitable organiza-

tion that benefits health 
care workers can be a 
great way for communi-
ties to honor local nurses. 

• Encourage residents 
to lend a helping hand. 
The work frontline medi-
cal workers have done 
during the pandemic 
has been endless and 
exhausting. In recogni-
tion of that, community 
organizers can promote 
volunteer programs de-
signed to lift some of the 
burden off local health 
care workers’ shoulders. 
Local hospitals, blood 
banks and health centers 
may need volunteers, and 
this is a great way for 
local residents to show 
health care workers their 
efforts are appreciated.

• Celebrate holidays 
that honor nurses as a 

How communities can recognize nurses

1001 S. Main Street | Rochelle
815-562-4141 | rochellefoodsjobs.com 05

05
20

24

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

621 First Ave., Rochelle
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976

05
03

20
20

cluding at hospitals or in 
residential nursing homes. 
The BLS estimates that 
demand for certified nurs-
ing assistants will increase 

by 5 percent by 2031. 
Interested parties can 
expect to earn a median 
annual wage of $30,290. 
Should one want to go on 

to becoming a registered 
nurse, he or she can expect 
a salary of $77,600. Cer-
tified nursing assistants 
play important roles in the 

medical field. CNAs hone 
their skills in facilities and 
can choose to stay put or 
go on to more advanced 
nursing careers.  

Liberty Village of Rochelle
2201 Flagg Rd., Rochelle, IL 61068
815-562-9800
www.libertyvillageofrochelle.com

Hawthorne Inn Assisted Living,  
Manor Court Skilled Nursing,  

Memory Lane  
& Bounce Back Rehabilitation

Thank You, Nurses!
We Appreciate You!

Not-For-Profit Provider

Sending a HUGE  
Thank You to Jordan Miller 
and all the Nurses at RCH

HOME • FARM • AUTO • LIFE  • HEALTH • COMMERCIAL

Miller Insurance Group
Dan Miller

427 N Main Street
Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.9911
migrochelle.com 05

07
20

23

DINNER HOURS 
WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

5 - 8 P.M. 

SERVING LUNCHES 
11 A.M. - 2 P.M.

MONDAY - FRIDAY 
CATERING AVAILABLE FOR SPECIAL EVENTS!

05
08

20
23

Serving and supporting Ashton and the surrounding area for 20 Years!

THANK YOU,
Nurses, for all you do!

community. The Ameri-
can Nurses Associa-
tion notes that National 
Nurses Week begins 
each year on May 6 and 
ends on May 12. Though 

National Nurses Week 
is not a federal holiday, 
communities can still 
come together during 
the week to highlight 
the work their local 
nurses do. Township or 
other local officials can 
encourage businesses 
in the community to of-
fer special discounts to 
nurses during the week, 
while schools can take 
part in collective efforts 
to thank nurses. For 
example, students from 
all grades can work on a 
banner thanking nurses 
and then showcase the 
banner by the entryway 
to campus so passing 
motorists can see it.

• Highlight a local 
nurse each week on so-
cial media. Community 

leaders can ask residents 
to nominate a local nurse 
each week and then 
choose one nominee 
to highlight on social 
media. Students or local 
officials can interview 
the nominee, asking them 
about their careers, in-
cluding what compelled 
them to become a nurse 
and their most interest-
ing experiences on the 
job. Interviews can be 
posted on community 
social media pages so all 
residents can get to know 
the unsung heroes in their 
communities.

Communities can work 
together on a variety of 
collective efforts aimed 
at recognizing the ex-
traordinary efforts made 
by local nurses every day.  
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Primary Care, Physicals, Weight Loss, Dermal Fillers, Botox Injections, Suboxone Program

We Fix Boo Boos

Not All Superheroes 
Wear Capes.  

Some Wear Scrubs.  
Thank You, Nurses! 

Veteran Owned 
& Operated

Most insurances accepted
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225 IL-38, Rochelle, IL  |  hre@haydenreinc.com
815-562-2111

Thank you,  
Nurses!

815-562-4152


