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ONE DOLLAR, 25 CENTS

City Council increases amount of

gaming licenses allowed in Mendota
A City workers to collect yard waste with April 22 deadline

By KIP CHEEK
Staff writer

MENDOTA — The Mendota City
Council increased the number of video
gaming licenses allowed in the city and
approved several ordinances and requests
at its April 15 regular meeting.

ALDERMANIC REPORTS

AldermanJay Miller presented a video
gaming ordinance for the council’s con-
sideration that would update the ordinance
to new standards set forth by the state of
[llinois. After discussion revealed that the
city allows 22 video gaming ordinances
and 27 liquor licenses, the council agreed
to adopt the ordinance with wording that
increases the number of video gaming
licenses allowed to 27.

Also from Miller’s report, the council
approved liquor license renewals for
2024.

Alderman Leo Hochstatter presented
three items that were approved by the
council. First, the council agreed to adopt
the annual wage ordinance. The council
also approved budget amendments for
fiscal year 2024. Finally, the council ac-
cepted a request from the Mendota Area
Chamber of Commerce to donate $6,500
to the Chamber for use in promoting and
conducting the Sweet Corn Festival.

Alderman Jim Fitzpatrick announced
that the Public Works Department will
pick up yard waste throughout the city.
Those residents wishing to have yard
waste picked up at their property must
have the yard waste at their curb by
Monday, April 22, no exceptions.

Alderman John Hessenberger stat-
ed that Eddie Diaz has requested a
zoning variance for 1314 1/2 Meriden
St. The request will first be heard by
the Planning and Zoning Commission
at a meeting on Thursday, May 2 at
5:30 p.m.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor David Boelk announced that
April 14-20 is National Public Safety
Telecommunicators Week.

The mayor stated that May is to be pro-
claimed Motorcycle Awareness Month.

Also from the mayor, he proclaimed
May 4-18 to be National Prevention
Weeks, and he said May 4 is Drug Take
Back and Give Back Day, with an event
to be held at the Mendota Civic Center.

Boelk said a Public Safety Committee
meeting is scheduled for 5 p.m. Monday,
April 22 at the Mendota City Building on
Washington Street.

The next regular meeting of the Men-
dota City Council will be Monday, May
6 at 5:30 p.m.

Planting of 25 trees helps bolster
natural habitat at Lake Kakusha

U Awarding of grant allows oak trees to be planted on west side

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA — Lake Ka-
kusha became a little richer
on Sunday, April 14.

The LaSalle County Soil
and Water Conservation
District (based in Ottawa) the
Homesteaders 4-H Club, and
members of the Friends of
Lake Kakusha group planted
25 trees on the grounds to help
bolster the natural habitat.

“Ourassociation putouta
request asking if we needed
trees. We put in a grant ap-
plication for 25 oak trees,”
said Audrey Moreno, who
is part of the LaSalle County
Soiland Water Conservation.
“The grant writer, Ashley
Curran, who is with the state
soil and water organization,
gave me a call and said the
grant was accepted and we
could have the 25 trees.

“We’ve been working in
this area (the western side of
thelake) foracouple of years.
The invasives have been
carried out. This is a natural
oak savanna, so we decided
this was a great place.

“Part of the grant is the
4-H Club has to be involved.
We have the LaSalle County
Homesteaders 4-H Club,
which includes residents
of Mendota and LaMoille,
helping us plant the trees.”

Slow down, be aware: Safety 1s key this planting season

By HANNAH SPANGLER
FarmWeek

BLOOMINGTON — The
first week of April was cold,
windy and wet but the start
to planting season is still on
the radar for Illinois farmers.

And safety is key. With
slow-moving vehicles on
roadways, the driving public
and farmers should be extra
careful to prevent accidents
and ensure everyone gets
home safely at the end of
the day.

Rachel Fulton, agronomy
innovations manager for
Corteva Agriscience, farms
with her father and husband
in McLean County. She is
also a mother of two young
girls, Daisy and Caroline.

Fulton’s message for
those on the road this spring,
“Slow down and be aware of
your surroundings. [tdoesn’t
matter if the crops are in the
ground if you’re not here to
harvest it.”

During the 2023 harvest,
Fulton said she drove the
tractor and wagon to the grain
elevator for the first time.
“You just can’t move over
like a regular car can,” she
told FarmWeek. “It’s justeye
opening even for somebody
that grew up on a farm to
actually sit in the driver’s
seat and haul on the road.”

When moving farm
equipment on the road, Ful-

“Awareness and patience by everyone
traveling, especially on rural routes and
in rural communities, is imperative and

will contribute to highway safety.”
—Joshua Robinson, lllinois State Trooper

ton pointed out these vehicles
make wide turns, adding
more dangers for motorists
who might attempt to pass.
Additionally, it’s harder for
tractors, semis and planters
to make quick stops.

The general rule of thumb
for passing is to do some
from three seconds behind
the vehicle ahead. Still,
Fultonrecommended drivers
give more space between
themselves and the farm

equipment before attempting
to pass safely.

“Thetypical planting sea-
sonin Illinois runs from mid-
Apriltomid-June, and crash-
esinvolving farm equipment
are not uncommon in a state
where the majority of overall
land is farmland,” Illinois
State Police Trooper Joshua
Robinson said. “Awareness
and patience by everyone
traveling, especially on rural
routes and in rural commu-

nities, is imperative and
will contribute to highway
safety.”

Illinois Department of
Transportation data from
2021 shows 295,604 crashes
involving motor vehicles in
[llinois. Crashes involving
tractor-trailers accounted
for 3.8% of'total crashes and
8.5% of fatal crashes.

With the heightened risk
of tractor-trailer and other
farm vehicle accidents this
planting season, Robinson
wants to remind the driving
public:

» Slow down and share
the road responsibly.

See Planting, Page A5

Spring planting means farm implements on the roadway. When moving farm equip-
ment on the road, these vehicles make wide turns, adding more dangers for motorists

who might attempt to pass.

Each member of the Gregg family takes their turn dig-
ging holes to plant trees at Lake Kakusha thanks to a
grant allowing 25 new trees on the Mendota property.
The Gregg family, left to right, Logan, Piper, Katie, and
David, are from LaMoille and are part of the LaSalle
County Homesteaders 4-H Club. (Reporter photo by

Brandon LaChance)

Thetrees beingplanted, 12-
15 feet apart, were white oak,
burr oak, and red oak. Moreno
explained red oak leaves are
sharper on the ends, the white
oak leaves are rounded, and
burr oak is furry. Each of the
three oak trees are native to

[llinois and to Mendota.

The 4-H group had 10
planters—Moreno was joined
by husband Randy Moreno
and Curran, and Bob Chinn,
Amy and Dave Brewer were
in attendance to take photos
and help the planters.

Distinguished Service.
Wohrley, the Col-
lege’s Financial Aid
Compliance Special-
ist, was nominated by
Financial Aid Director
Isamar Taylor, retired
Financial Aid Advisor
Ida Brown and the
financial aid team.
“Jill has been a
driving force that guid-
ed the office through
challenging months
without a permanent
director/staff, which
showcased her ex-
ceptional leadership,”
nominators wrote.
“The Financial Aid

ering dedication.”

Mendota’s J. Wohrley named

Skerston Award winner at IVCC

OGLESBY —Jill Wohrley of Mendota is the winner
of Illinois Valley Community College’s Connie Dz-
ierzynski Skerston Memorial Award for Support Staff

Jill Wohrley, right, is this
year’s winner of the Connie
Dzierzynski Skerston Me-
morial Award for Support
Staff Distinguished Service
at IVCC.

Office was able to maintain efficiency and productivity
during our transitional period ... because of her unwav-

“I feel incredibly honored to have won an award for
which I was nominated by my team and then voted on
by my co-workers,” Wohrley said. Though she never
met Skerston, “to have won an award in her name is a
very meaningful and special moment I will never forget.”

Her nominators credited Wohrley with nurturing
a team environment where colleagues feel supported
and “in challenging times, she remains dedicated to
uplifting office morale.” She is always ready to orga-
nize potlucks, retirement parties and other gatherings,

nominators added.

See Award, Page A5
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Blackstone School Report
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ADM presented the Mendota Area Christian Food Pantry a donation of $25,000 for
the construction of the new pantry location at 710 6th Ave. At the presentation were,
left to right, ADM’s Alex Bemis, MACFP Treasurer Paul Sondgeroth, ADM General

Stacy Kelly, Principal

I hope everyone had a great spring
break and enjoyed some time away from
school. It was great to have students and
staff back in the building this week. We
now only have alittle over eight weeks left
of'school before the end of the school year!

aaa

National Library Week was April 7-13.
During this special week, all kindergar-
ten and first grade students were able to
visit Graves-Hume Library in Mendota.
Two classes went at a time and had the
opportunity to tour the library, hear and
see what they have to offer and partici-
pate in some fun activities. Many of our
students have never been to our local
library so we are hoping that this visit
sparked some excitement and more of
our students utilize this great community
resource. We’re thankful for the amazing
visit that the Graves-Hume Library staff
organized. Our students really enjoyed it!

we announced to our students what our
April kind deed will be. We have chosen
to do something kind for the Illinois Valley
Animal Rescue (IVAR) in Peru. April 30
is National Adopt a Shelter Pet Day, so
we would like to do something to support
such a great organization. From now until
Friday, April 26, we will collect donations
at Blackstone for IVAR. If anyone in
the community would like to drop off a
donation for IVAR, please drop it off in
our office by April 26. There is a list of
items needed for IVAR on the Blackstone
web page at www.m289.org.
]

The students nominated for the
principal award this past week included
Jaxton Becerra, Jeffrey O’Brien, Robert
Havenar, Henry Myers, Kylee Smith,
Sharon Videz, Briston Fisher and Hadley
Reinhold. The winners were Viviana
Moreno, Angel Soto, Cameron Brown

Manager Jeff Mauch, MACFP Director Tracy Cooper, and ADM’s Tami Schmidt.
(Reporter photo by Brandon LaChance)

Brings
Growing
Grass!

AP

Ask about our Senior Citizen and Military Discounts!

Arteaga

04012024

ada and Clara Sanchez. Congratulations to
When we returned from spring break,  all of you!

Changing
of the guard

Mike Organ, left, is
retiring from Country
Financial after 43 years
of service. Myah Boelk
is going to do her best
to take Organ’s place as
she will be the next insur-
ance agent for Country
Financial, located at 306
W. 7th Ave. in Mendota.
Boelk is a Mendota na-
tive who has five years
of experience at different
locations as she left Men-
dota after high school.
Now back in the area,
she’s ready to add to her
resume in her hometown.
Organ’s last day is April
30. In celebration of his
retirement, Country Fi-
anancial will have treats
available for customers
Monday, April 22 until
Friday, April 26.
(Reporter photo by
Brandon LaChance)

Country
Financial

Get it. And forget it

$50 VISA GIFT CARD

Upon completion of appointment Does not include cost of materials

Call Today for Your

© LIFETIME NO-CLOG FREE Estimate!

WARRANTY

815-673-7216

© MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY
FOR YOUR HOME

© THE ONLY ONE-PIECE

LeafGiard=

SEAMLESS DEBRIS 18

YEARS BACKED
BY THE SEAL

SHEDDING GUTTER SYSTEM.

© SCRATCHGUARD®
PAINT FINISH

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own
your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive
a §50 Visa gift card. Retail value is 550. Offer sponsored by Leafquard Holdings Inc. Limit one per
household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless qutter protection. This offer is valid for
homeowners over 18 years of age. If married orinvolved with a life partner, bath cohabitating persons
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants musthave a photo ID and be legally able
to enter into a contract The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or
affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous partidpants in a Company
in-home cansultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift

 PECIAL

may not be extended, transfarred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal
or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first lass United
States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any ather F'“““C'“G
promotion or discount of any kind. Offer notsponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to
reservation. Except in the states of MD, NY and DC, where the gift card offer is limited to $25. Offer not n““'L“LE

availablein the states of CA, IN, PAand MI. Expires 4/30,/24.
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15% OFF TOTAL SALE’
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NORTH AMERICA'S

" Selllng Walk-InTub

Featuring our Free Shower Package
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Now you can finally have all
of the soothing benefits of a
relaxing warm bath, or enjoy
a convenient refreshing shower
while seated or standing

with Safe Step Walk-In Tub's
FREE Shower Package!

v First walk-in tub available with
a customizable shower

v Fixed rainfall shower head is
adjustable for your height and pivots
to offer a seated shower option

+ High-quality tub complete
with a comprehensive lifetime
warranty on the entire tub

v Top-of-the-line installation

and service, all included at one

low, affordable price

Now you can have the best of
both warfdsrtéere isn’t a better,
more affordable walk-in tub!

FREE SHOWER
PACKAGE

PLUS 15% OFF

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Call Toll-Free 815-267-0149

" R safestep

With purchass of a new Safe Step Walk-in Tub. Not i
1 applicable with any previous walk-n tub purchass,

Offer available while supplias iast. Mo cash value.
Must presant offar at tima of purchase.

Ax safesiep

Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

1-815-267-0149

FINANCING
AVAILABLE :
WITH APPROVED !TI!ITFEDE‘;I;I!
CREDIT

CSLE 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445 13VH11096000
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Kids explore careers at Graves-Hume

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA - Graves-
Hume Public Library has
revamped some of'its spring
programs for the youth.

One popular program
is Career Explorers where
different professionals from
different fields are present-
ing their career to kids ages
8-12 about what they do,
how they do it, and how they
may be interested.

“We’ve tried to make it
as broad as we can to high-
light careers that are not
necessarily highly focused
on,” said Graves-Hume’s
Youth Services Manager
Carolynn Ohlendorf, who
is introducing Career Ex-
plorers for the first time.
“As a child, I was unaware
there were so many different
types of jobs. You see the
traditional — policemen,
teachers, doctors—people in
our everyday surroundings,
but you don’t see people in
other fields.

“As a young child you
don’t know what it takes to
be a farmer, a podcaster, or

a chef, or to own your own
business like a tow truck
driver. I think it’s good to
expose them now and get
them thinking about other
career opportunities that take
advantage of their strengths.”

On March 4, farmer
Matt Schoenholz and Don
Younglove, who specifies in
aerial application (formerly
known as crop dusting),
presented to attendees of
the program.

Speech language pa-
thologist Amanda Simpson
spoke on Monday, April 8.

Also scheduled for Ca-
reer Explorers are towing
and recovery business own-
er Matt Ramer (April 22),
podcast host and journalist
Brandon LaChance (May 6),
and chef Cleetus Friedman
(May 20).

“I think it’s important for
them to understand things
such as when you’re a farm-
er, you’re not just driving a
tractor,” said Graves-Hume
Director Emily Kofoid. “If
you’re interested in insects,
that’s a part of farming. With
these careers, we can expand

the intricacies of the careers
with things the kids like. If
kids like bugs or technology,
those are big in farming and
canbepartoftheircareer path.
It’snotjustsitting on a tractor.
“Each one of the careers
in our program, Career Ex-
plorers, have their own set
of aspects some might not
think are involved.”
Ohlendorf said the ex-
pansion of the programs is
important to allow for more
interaction from the youth
in both the community and
the library. The goal is to
channel each age group.
Kofoid agrees as Graves-
Hume is creating a safe, fun
place to hang out, study,
meet new friends, or spend
time with their best friend.
“Weare very interested in
the idea of a lifelong read-
er. How do we keep them
coming back to the library,”
Kofoid said. “We have a
huge place for the little kids.
You get a little older, there
is the base, but how do we
keep them involved with the
library, the programs, and
reading.”

New Diabetes Support Group invites you

MENDOTA — Meet with your peers in a
new Diabetes Support Group. Share practical
tips and advice with others who are living
Learn diabetes prevention
and management skills from University of
[llinois Extension Nutrition and Wellness
Educator Susan Glassman, MS Ed. and OSF
HealthCare Clinical Dietitian Jennifer Scully,
RD LDN CDCES. Snack served.

Support group meeting offered at:

» OSF Health Care, Saint Paul Medical
Center, Conference Room C, 1401 E. 12th
St., Mendota, April 26, May 31, and June 28

with diabetes.

from 9-10:30 a.m.

Registerat go.illinois.edu/diabetessupport

or call 815-224-0894.

If you need an accommodation to partic-
ipate, please contact Susan Glassman at su-
sang@illinois.edu or 815-224-0889. Early
requests are strongly encouraged to allow
sufficient time to meet your access needs.
Extension offices are located in Princeton,
Ottawa, Henry, and in Oglesby on the IVCC
campus. The Mission of University of [llinois
Extension is to provide practical education
you can trust to help people, businesses and
communities solve problems, develop skills,
and build abetter future. University of Illinois

Extension provides equal opportunities in

programs and employment.

FREE boating safety courses to be

offered at Illinois Waterway Visitor Center

OTTAWA — The U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, RockIsland District, is offering
free boating safety education classes at the
[llinois Waterway Visitor Center located
at 950 N. 27th Road in Ottawa, April 20,
May 18, June 15, July 20, and Aug. 17.
Each class runs from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and is open to anyone 11 years of age
or older. Completion of only one course
is necessary for certification.

New boaters as well as seasoned indi-
viduals looking to brush up on safe boat-
ing knowledge, are encouraged to take
the course. No on-the-water experience
is offered during the classroom-based

I1linois.

course. Upon successful completion of
the class and exam, participants will be
issued an Illinois Department of Natural
Resources Boat Safety Certification,
which is honored in both Iowa and

Pre-registration for the class is re-
quired and youth under the age of 16
must be accompanied by an adult. Space
is limited and classes fill quickly. To reg-
ister contact the I1linois Waterway Visitor
Center at 815-667-4054. Visit https://
www.mvr.usace.army.mil/Missions/
Recreation/Illinois-Waterway/Boat-
er-Safety-Classes/ for more information.

Celebrate Autism Acceptance Month with a night of comedy

DIXON-April represents
Autism Acceptance Month,
a time to foster awareness,
understanding, and accep-
tance of individuals with
autism. Autism is a lifelong
developmental disability
characterized by differences
in social communication
and behavior, and repetitive
behaviors, interests, patterns,
and activities. People with
autism display a range of
skills and levels of function-
ing. Many autistic people
and their families embrace
autism as an intrinsic part of
who they are.

This year for Autism
Acceptance Month, the
White House called on all
Americans to learn more
about autism and create
more welcoming, inclusive
communities. April rep-
resents a time to embrace
neurodiversity and celebrate
the unique experiences,
perspectives, and talents of
autistic people who think,
communicate, and experi-

ence the world differently.
Autism Acceptance Month
encourages communities to
create environments where
individuals with autism can
thrive and be valued for who
they are.

One event that embodies
the spirit of Autism Accep-
tance Month is the upcom-
ing evening of comedy on
Thursday, April 25 at the
Dixon Historic Theatre.
Florissa and the Dixon
Historic Theatre worked
closely together to bring re-
nowned autistic comedian,
author, and TedX speaker
Michael McCreary to the
Sauk Valley. McCreary,
known for his witty humor
and insightful observations,
has been captivating audi-
ences with his comedy that
brings a fresh perspective
on everyday life. He invites
audiences to embrace the
quirks and complexities that
make each person unique
and highlights the human-
ity that unites us all. This

comedy event will wrap up
Autism Acceptance Month
and provides an opportunity
to embrace diversity, foster
empathy, and create a more
inclusive community.

This event is supported
by funding from the Dixon
Historic Theatre, The Autism
Program of Illinois, Kreider
Services Foundation and the
Kreider Alliance. Due to this
support, there is a minimal
ticket fee of $5. Tickets can
be purchased at the door or
in advance at dixontheatre.
com or the box office at 815-
508-6324.

A book signing with Mi-
chael McCreary for his book
“Funny, You Don’t Look
Autistic” will be held from
3:45-4:30 p.m. at Books On
First in Dixon. Florissa and
the Dixon Historic Theatre
asks you to join them for
this unforgettable and in-
spirational night of comedy
and to spread the message
ofawareness and acceptance
this month.

April Hennepin
Canal Hike
Planned for
April 21

April’s Friends of the Hennepin Canal hike
will be held on April 21 and will cover the portion
of the canal from Bridge 47 to Bridge 50 on the

Feeder Canal.

Hikers will meet at Bridge 50 on the northwest
side at 1:30 p.m., where they will be shuttled to

Bridge 47 to begin our hike.
Directions to Bridge 50: Take Route 40 north
from Route 6 (or [-80) to Route 172. Then go west
on Route 172 to where it crosses the Feeder Canal.
This portion of the “Hike the Hennepin” is
four miles in length and has been named “White

Tail Deer.”

appropriately.

Hikers need not be a member of the Friends
of the Hennepin Canal to participate and there
is no fee for the hike. Come and join in the fun
and bring a friend! We ask that you dress weather
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Their commitment to education will send informative,
interesting & educational newspapers to the Mendota
School System throughout the school year!
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703 Illinois Ave. * Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-9396 * www.mendotareporter.com
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Your Source for Ag Financing

e Agricultural Real Estate Loans
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e Livestock Financing
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Contact the experts at
Eureka Savings Bank today!

260 Marquette St. | 1300 13th Ave.
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LaSalle, IL Mendota, IL South St. Peru, IL Ave.
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Barbara A. Guilfoyle

MENDOTA — Barbara A. Guil-
foyle, 74, of Mendota, passed away
April 10,2024, at Allure of Mendota.

Mass of Christian Burial was
held at 11 a.m. Saturday, April 13,
2024, atHoly Cross Catholic Church
with Father Jeff Windy officiating.
Burial was private. A Celebration
of Life was held after Mass at the
Mendota Civic Center from noon-
3 p.m. Cremation rites were been
accorded. Wasmer Funeral Home is
privileged to assist the family.

Barb was born on April 5, 1950, in Chicago, to Barclay
“Barry” and Frances (Kuryla) Kilgour. A fter graduation from
Carmel Catholic High School in Mundelein, she attended the
American Academy of Art College in Chicago earning her
Associate of Arts.

Early in her work career, Barb was employed with the
Bennett Brothers Department store in Chicago and modeled for
their catalog. She met her future husband,Michael Guilfoyle
at Bennett Brothers, who was working his way through law
school at Loyola. On July 28, 1973, she married Michael in
Lake Zurich and they resided in Oak Park until they moved
to Mendota.

She will be forever missed by her husband, Michael of
Mendota; daughter, Kati (Tyler) Stevenson of Mendota; son,
Kris (Ashli) Guilfoyle of San Clemente, Calif.; two grandsons,
Gavin and Connor Stevenson of Mendota; sisters-in-law,
Nancy (Guilfoyle) Cusick of Barron, Wis., and Gretchen
Hagen (Tom Guilfoyle) of Columbia, Mo.

She was preceded in death by her parents; father-in-law
and mother-in-law, Lawrence and Marguerite Guilfoyle;
and two brothers-in-law, Tom Guilfoyle and David Cusick.

After moving to Mendota, Barb then attended Northern
[llinois University and graduated with her Bachelor of Arts
degree. She first worked as a teacher at Holy Cross School in
Mendota. She then worked at the Illinois Attorney General’s
office in Peru. She finished her career as the art teacher at
Northbrook Middle School in Mendota. She was very fond of
her art students and was proud of all their accomplishments.
After retiring, she continued to teach children who were
interested in art “for fun.”

Being active and outside were also important to Barb. She
enjoyed yoga atthe Mendota YMCA, along with other classes.
She belonged to the Mendota Golf Club and participated in
the Ladies League. Barb was a runner, taking part in many 5K
runs, and also loved walking. She had many fond memories
of runs and walks with Michael, her kids, and grandkids.

Her grandkids were her joy and she loved helping them
whenever she could. She was truly a friend to them and shared
her passion for art and being active. She loved spending
time on vacations, especially on beaches, whether with her
children, grandchildren, or husband.

Barb also loved dogs, including her own dogs and her
children’s dogs. She enjoyed many hours in her backyard
gardening with Michael and their dogs.

Honorary pallbearers will be Gavin and Connor Stevenson,
Patricia and Bill Dowdakin, Sherry and Ernie Engstrom, Rita
Jacobson, Wayne and Abby Lohman, Dianne Totten, Sue and
Alan Urso, and Paula and Roy Wilkinson.

Memorials may be directed to the Mendota Area Christian
Food Pantry, Mendota Area Senior Services, or the Alzhei-
mer’s Association. Condolences may be left at wasmerfu-
neralhome.com.

See the latest obituaries at

www.mendotareporter.com
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CHOOSING A
MEMORIAL IS
NO TIME TO
SETTLE FOR
IMPERFECTION

WE TAKE QUALITY AND
WORKMANSHIP VERY
SERIOUSLY. WE’RE NOT
SURPRISED WHEN OUR
CUSTOMERS DO TOO.
AFTER ALL, WHEN
CHOOSING THE MOST
PERMANENT THING
YOU’LL EVER BUY, IT’S
ONLY NATURAL TO
DEMAND PERFECTION.
AND WHEN YOU DEAL
WITH US, IT’S ONLY
NATURAL TO RECEIVE IT.|
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Elaine R. Cain

MENDOTA — Elaine Rose (Wil-
liams) Cain, 97, passed away on
April 1, 2024, at Stonecroft Village
in Mendota.

Visitation was from 10:30-11
a.m. on Monday, April 15, 2024, at
Wasmer Funeral Home in Mendota.
A private family service followed
led by Rev. Mary Bohall. Burial will
be private.

Elaine was born on Nov. 17,
1926, to George and Mae Williams
in Kingston Mines, Il1.

She is survived by three daughters, Pattye (Ken) Doran
of Mendota; Zebbye (Tim) Koran of St. Charles; and Dorene
Cainof Fort Myers Beach, Fla.; her son, Vernon Sandy (Kathy)
Cain of St. George, Utah; eight grandchildren whom she loved
dearly; and 14 great-grandchildren who she has adored since
they were “knee high to a grasshopper.”

Elaine was preceded in death by her husband, Vernon,
on Dec. 26, 2004.

She lived her first years of life on a houseboat on the
Illinois River. Elaine met and married the love of her life,
Vernon H. Cain, on April 14, 1945, after knowing him only
six weeks. They bought their first home in Hanna City and
went on to have three children. Later they moved to Mendota
where they had their fourth child.

Elaine loved to spend time golfing, bowling, having
coffee with her friends, and devoted time to the First United
Methodist Church in Mendota.

The love she shared with her friends and family will never
be forgotten.

In lieu of flowers, contributions in her memory may be
made to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. Condolences
may be left at wasmerfuneralhome.com.

Mendota City Ordinances

Public nuisances

MENDOTA — The Mendota Police Department would
like to remind home and business owners of city ordinances
regarding public nuisances.

It is against city ordinance to have accumulations of trash,
building materials, abandoned automobiles, machinery, scrap
metal, discarded tires, vehicle batteries or any other material
that creates a public health hazard on your property. It is also
a violation to permit weeds, grass or plants other than trees,
bushes or flowers or other ornamental plants to grow to a
height exceeding six inches anywhere in the city. Also, all
multi-family structures, including structures that consist of both
residential and commercial units, and structures which share
a wall or walls with another structure, shall be kept free from
infestations of insects (including but not limited to bedbugs,
cockroaches and disease-carrying insects), rats or other vermin.

The city of Mendota requests anyone who is in violation of
the above mentioned nuisance regulations to remove the item(s)
from your property. Anyone found in violation will be subject
to receiving a citation, which involves a court date and fine.

Grass clippings, etc. in streets

No person shall throw, place or leave, or cause or permit
to be thrown, placed or left, any ashes, dirt, filth or rubbish,
grass clippings, or foreign matter in or upon any street, alley
or sidewalk of the City of Mendota.

Penalty: Any person violating this section shall be sub-
ject to the penalty of not less than $50 nor more than $500.
Imposition of any penalty for a violation of this section shall
not be construed as a waiver of the right of the City to collect
the cost of removal of such nuisance where it is necessary
for the City to remove such nuisance.

set at Graves-Hume Library

MENDOTA — Have you
always wanted to add fresh
herbs to your landscape, but
were curious about their care
and use? The University of
Illinois Extension Master
Gardener Program will be
presenting a free workshop
on Herb Gardening at 6
p.m. Monday, April 22 at
Graves-Hume Public Library
in Mendota.

Participants will learn
how to select, plant, and
maintain herb gardens toadd
beauty to the home landscape
while offering added culi-
nary and other uses.

To register, go to go.il-
linois.edu/herbsmendota to
ensure adequate space and
materials. Please contact
Master Gardener/Master
Naturalist Coordinator at
bettyann@illinois.edu or
(309) 364-2356 if you need
reasonable accommodation
to attend or have additional
questions about the program.

skokok

Illinois Extension leads

public outreach for Univer-
sity of Illinois by translating
research into action plans
that allow Illinois families,
businesses, and community
leaders to solve problems,
make informed decisions,
and adapt to changes and
opportunities.

The Mission of Universi-
ty of Illinois Extension is to
provide practical education
you can trust to help people,
businesses and communities
solve problems, develop
skills and build a better fu-
ture. University of Illinois
Extension provides equal
opportunities in programs
and employment. Visit our
website at https://extension.
illinois.edu/blmp

If you have questions
or need more information,
call University of Illinois
Extension- Bureau, LaSalle,
Marshall, Putnam Unit Office
at 815-224-0889. Extension
offices are located in Princ-
eton, Ottawa, Henry and in
Oglesby onthe [VCC campus.

City burn pit open for season

MENDOTA — Incinerator (burn pit) hours for the
city of Mendota are as follows:

* Monday — 3-6 p.m.

* Tuesday — 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

* Thursday — 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

e Friday — 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

e Saturday — 10 a.m. to | p.m.

The incinerator is located south of Mendota near
the sewage treatment plant.

DEATH NOTICES
The Mendota Reporter will print DEATH NOTICES
(approximately 50 words including name, age, date of death,
time/date of services) free of charge. OBITUARIES will be
printed at a cost of $100 to be billed to the arranging funeral
home or prepaid with cash, check or credit card. Please submit
obituaries or death notices to editor@mendotareporter.com.

Wasmer

FUNERAL HOME
Celebration-Of-Life-Center

If you know where
this scene is located in
Mendota, write the answer
briefly and concisely on a
slip of paper and drop it off
or mail it to The Mendota
Reporter Office. All entries
must be received no later
than noon on Monday.
One correct answer will be
drawn each week. Prizes
must be picked up at the
Mendota Reporter Office.

THEN YOU CAN WIN!

The winner will receive:
$10°° MENDOTA BUCKS
To spend at any Mendota Chamber
of Commerce member.

Brought to you each week by:

SETCHELL
AGENCY, LTD.

618 6th Street * Mendota, IL 61342

815-539-9311

HEAR ==

815-626-3220

Sterling Hearing Aid Center
Latest Digital Technology * Maintenance & Repair
Friendly Service ¢ Experienced Staff

MENDOTA CIVIC CENTER
Thursday, April 18th & May 2nd

9:30 am-1pm

By

Appointment
Only At This
Time

It’s Garage Sale
time. Advertise
yours in
The Reporter!
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OUR FAMILY PROTECTING
YO_FSEAMILY

7

YOUR ALERTNESS
OUR COMMUNITY

During planting season, farmers do their
part to feed the world, so please slow
down and do your part to keep them
safe. Remember to share the road.

Trust in Tomorrow.®

S GRINNELL

MUTUAL.

> LerFreLivan

Choice® & ASSOCIATES INC.
Our Family Protecting Your Family
P.O. BOX 349, Sublette, IL 61367

Sublette 849-5219
LaMoille 638-2171 © Amboy 857-2125

5

Riley Klein

ikeuson

facebook

“Trust in Tomorrow.”and “Grinnell Mutual”are registered trademarks of Grinnell Mutual
Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2022.
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Slgn -up open for Carus Sc1ence Camp

PERU-Thehighly antici-
pated Carus Summer Science
Camp returns for its 22nd
year, promising an engaging
and educational experience
for young minds. Registra-
tion for this year’s camp
is now open, exclusively
online at carusllc.com/sci-
encecamp. The FREE camp
dates are from Monday, July
8 to Friday, July 12, running
daily from 9 a.m. to noon at
St. Bede Academy. Open to
students entering sixth grade
in the upcoming fall, this
year’s camp offers a week
of exploration, discovery,
and fun.

With limited slots avail-

able, interested participants
are encouraged to register
early as spots are filled on
a first-come, first-serve

Participants at graduation day for the 2023 Carus Summer Science Camp after com-
pleting the week-long camp at St. Bede Academy. Registration is now open for the
2024 camp. (Photo contributed)

basis. The Carus Summer

Science Camp has long been
a highlight for students in
LaSalle, Bureau, and Putnam
counties, offering a unique
opportunity for hands-on
learning in the fields of sci-
ence and chemistry.

Led by a dedicated team
of local teachers, partici-
pants will engage in cap-
tivating experiments and
expeditions designed to
ignite their curiosity and
passion for STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics). Lynd-

say Bliss, Vice President
of Human Resources and
Communications at Carus,
expresses her enthusiasm,
stating, “The Summer Sci-
ence Camp is a cherished
tradition for us. We’ve wit-
nessed its profound impact
on students over the years,
and we’re proud to continue
nurturing their interest in
STEM education.”
During a time when
technological advancements
are reshaping industries,
the significance of STEM

education cannot be over-
stated. In fact, according to
projections from the U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics,
STEM occupations are setto
expand by 8 percentby 2029,
underlining the critical need
for early exposure to these
fields. Moreover, a study
by the National Science
Foundation reveals that an
astonishing 80 percent of
future jobs will demand pro-
ficiency in STEM skills. By
participating in this camp,
your child will not only

LaSalle Co. EMA encourages safety
in handling hazardous materials

OTTAWA — As part of their ongoing
commitment to enhancing safety and pre-
paredness, LaSalle County Emergency
Management Agency (EMA) announces
April as Hazardous Materials and Household
Chemical Awareness Month in their on-going
effort to educate and empower community
members to recognize, handle and respond
to hazardous materials in our everyday lives.

Hazardous materials are substances that,
due to their nature, pose a risk to human
health, the environment, and property. They
can be found in various forms, including
household cleaners, automotive products,
paints, and other common household items.
The improper handling or disposal of these
materials can lead to serious consequences.
To help citizens to safeguard their lives and
property, LaSalle County EMA provides the
following tips:

* Identification: Learn to recognize
common household items that may contain
hazardous materials. Look for warning
labels, symbols, and follow manufacturers’
instructions.

* Storage: Safely store hazardous materials
out of reach of children and pets, and in a
cool, dry place. Keep products in their original
containers to preserve important information.

FINANCIAL +

CREDIT

NION

* Disposal: Follow local guidelines for
proper disposal of hazardous materials. Do
not pour chemicals down drains or throw
them in the trash. Utilize community haz-

gain hands-on experience
and knowledge but will also
be equipped to seize the
opportunities of the future
with confidence. Join Carus
in empowering the next
generation of innovators and
problem-solvers!

For more information
and to register for the
Carus Summer Science
Camp, visit carusllc.com/
sciencecamp. Don’t miss
this opportunity to spark
your child’s curiosity and
passion for science.

Sign Ordinance

MENDOTA —The city of
Mendota reminds you that it
is unlawful under city ordi-
nance 42.34 to hang, lean, or
place any advertising materi-
als on any street lamp, post,

Continued from Page A1

* Don’tpass until it’s safe
and legal to do so.

» Watch for farm imple-
ments ontheroad and as they
enter and exit farms.

* Allow extra room when
following farm equipment.

* Remember a farmer
cannot always move over to
let motorists pass.

* Know that if you can’t
seethedriver, the drivercan’t
see you.

Additionally, Johnson
stressed the importance of
limiting distractions while
driving.

“Distracted driving is
one of the four most com-
mon contributing factors
in all fatal crashes in the
state of Illinois,” he said.
“It falls upon the farmers
and falls upon the rest of
the motoring public to put
all their focus on what’s in
front of them.”

Planting

Johnson highlighted fur-
ther important safety practic-
es for farmers to remember
as well:

* Look both ways before
pulling out into a roadway.

* Take extra time to clean
off all safety equipment.

* If there is a large traffic
backup behind you, pull off
to the side of the roadway if
it is safe to do so, or move
into a safe area.

* Remember to use turn
signals when changing lanes
or pulling into a field en-
trance.

“Motorists and operators
of farming equipment and
other specialized motorized
apparatuses must share the
roadway,” Johnson added.

(This story was distrib-
uted through a cooperative
project between Illinois
Farm Bureau andthe Illinois
Press Association. For more
food and farming news, visit
FarmWeekNow.com.)

Continued from Page A1

Whether interacting with
colleagues or students, “her
approachability and friendly
demeanor create an open
channel for effective com-
munications,” the nomina-
tion continued.

Wohrley and fellow nom-
inees Chad Brokaw, Juliana
Dzurisin, Lynn Ewing-Tee-
gardin, Steve Mazzorana,
Marlene Merkel, Diane
Scoma, and Manessa Trench,
were honored April 4, at
IVCC’s employee recogni-
tion reception at Senica’s

Oak Ridge Golf Club.

Wohrleybeganher IVCC
careerin 2016 as a part-time
Academic Support Tech-
nologist. Two years later,
she joined the financial aid
staff as a full-time financial
aid advisor and became
the compliance specialist
last year.

Thisisthe 24th year ofthe
Support Staff Distinguished
Service Award, which was
renamed in honor of Connie
Dzierzynski Skerston, assis-
tant director of admissions
and records, who died in
2015.

ardous waste collection events or drop-off
locations. Information on recycling can
be found at www.lasallecountyil.gov/411/
Recycling.

* Alternatives: Explore environmentally
friendly alternatives to hazardous products.
Many eco-friendly options are readily
available and can contribute to a safer home
environment.

“According to the National Fire Protec-
tion Association, an average of 1,700 home
fires are caused by instances of spontaneous
combustion or chemical reaction,” said EMA
director Fred Moore. “I encourage all resi-
dents to read and follow label instructions on
properly storing and disposing of household
hazardous waste.”

LaSalle County Emergency Management
provides a free smart phone application,
available from the app stores, that provides
preparedness information on what to do be-
fore during and after a household chemical
emergency and additional information can be
found at www.ready.gov/household-chemi-
cal-emergencies.

RATES AS LOW AS

5.997%

APRIL 1

APRIL 30

Take advantage today. Contact us for details!

Es- EXCESS SHARE
@ liNsURANCE

% Federally Insured by NCUA

financialplus.org

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. This offer is available to
FPCU members. Rat C
to change and ba q

and collateral conditions. Loans subject to approval.

telephone or electric light
pole within the city limits
of Mendota. This includes
garage sale notices.

This statute was designed
to keep our neighborhoods
clean and free of trash and
debris. The city of Mendota
officials ask for your coop-
eration in this matter.

Don’t miss an issue. Subscribe
today caII815—539 9396.

e 7

£~ TELSESSE Ri PRUL. NDRR«a
GEORGE: ‘:(Hucw- i
1.US ARMY Wwil i
e
QWHLT'E»_LSE-S-SER i

~ US.ARMY .
~ WORLD WAR |

 CKAMINKY
ESTERE. ih
AR FORCE wii §

- KAMINKY:
HERBERT E

H“' NAYY W N”

DHRWIN MOORE 1
A BUCK
HRMY wwn

ROBERT. W
5. ARMY. WWH

$50.00 memoriam per brick.

03252024

To acquire a brick call 815 -910 -7971 and ask for Joe.

Eunny'ﬁ’
You Don’t Look
Autistic

Thursday April 25, 2024
7:00pm (Doors open at 6:15pm)
@ The Dixon Historic Theatre
114 S. Galena, Dixon IL

Tickets: $5.00 thanks to our sponsors.
Tickets can be purchased at
dixontheatre.com or call the Dixon
Theatre box office 815-508-6324

and leave a message.

Cash tickets purchased at the door.

Close up and Personal book signing with Comedian and Author, Michael McCreary
-- Thursday 4/25: 3:45pm-4:30 at Books on First street, 202 W. 1st Street,
i€ Dixon IL 61021. Get a copy of Michael’s book signed. Can’t make it? Reserve your
‘ mcmﬂl’ﬂcm:; \ signed copy today by calling Books on First Street at 815-285-2665.
-

“Funny. . .You Don’t Look Autistic” Comedy Night featuring Michael McCreary has been sponsored by your friends at:

AUTISM

&2 Florissa WTAP

Funding provided in whole or in part by The Autism Program of lllinois and the lllinois Department of Human Services

KREIDER SERVICES

-/ KREIDER ALLIANCE
FOUNDATION Ritocazy - Edutation.- Suppors
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This 1s why we’re moody

Growing up, some are taught to weed out the
myths, fairy tales, and the fibs.

In journalism school, you’re taught to stay away
from cliches.

As an adult, we don’t have time for beating around
the bush or stories with no background and/or reason.

All of these
beliefs or thought
patterns could be
why I stayed away
from the perception
weather affects our
moods.

Who hasn’t heard
statements focused
on clouds bringing
you down, the sun brightening your day, and rain
either cleansing your aura or dampening your spirits?

For years, when I heard these claims, I yawned,
smiled, let it go in one ear and out the other, or sim-
ply neverminded the commentator and went about
my business.

How could it be true?

Why would we put two and two together to equal
weather and emotions are on the same math problem?
Seems like 2+2=17 if you ask me.

Bad days seemed to be surrounded by depress-
ing life altering news, stress, a bad performance on
the basketball court, dance recital, spelling bee, or
important business conference call, a driving mistake,
or anything resulting in police or firefighter interac-
tion.

Good days were thought to be the opposites of
the above ideas with the addition of a kiss from a
girlfriend/boyfriend, compliments from friends and
family, a salary raise, or the taste of your favorite
food and/or beverage.

Those alter moods.

Those directly affect a person and if they’re
happy, excited, glad, deflated, exhausted, mad, or
overwhelmed.

How would the giant ball of burning gas or pre-
cipitation, in its many forms, have any control of why
one is beaming from ear to ear with a smile warmly
embracing everything life has to offer or is ready
to explode in a rage of tantrums before diving into
a quart of ice cream or popping a bottle alone and
secluded?

I believed the cliches and stories were folklore and
the creation of a game of telephone; Peter Pan must
have created them while he was flying through the
sky. Or Superman. Or Green Lantern.

Well, let’s pull out the calendar and mark the day I
change my opinion; Saturday, April 13.

There had been storms the week before = bad
mood.

Then there were winds and darker clouds, with no
rain, but still not overly sunny = bad mood.

An honor had been pushed my way = still bad
mood.

Girlfriend tried to cheer me up = still, still a bad
mood.

But when I was driving 1 hour, 30 minutes to
umpire a baseball doubleheader on Saturday with the
sun bold and beautiful (I pictured sunglasses were
being rocked), no wind, and everybody in my path
saying it’s a beautiful day, I was happy, they were
happy.

A questionable call was made at third base. No
grief. No banter. No bicker. A head nod was made

Never
the
Last

Chance &
By Brandon LaChance
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Businessmen’s club met at depot — 1923

(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column
reprinted from April 16, 2003.)

By Jessica Nashold

It was 80 years ago that Mendota
businessmen recognized the value of
weekly meetings to discuss current
problems. They met in the Depot Ho-
tel dining room, starting with lunch,
catered by Dan O’Connell, manager
of the Depot.

On Monday, April 16, 1923, the
principal topic of discussion was the
free tourist camp they were sponsor-
ing on the old North School grounds,
16th Street and Guiles. They had
discovered that tourists would drive
30 miles or more to take advantage
ofa free camp. It was decided to post
sign on all the main roads leading to
Mendota, at a distance of 30 miles,
emphasizing Mendota’s FREE tourist
grounds. In order to accommodate
the additional tourists these signs
were expected to attract, it was sug-
gested that adjacent pasture land be
acquired, and added to the tourist
grounds.

Frank Fritz, president of the Busi-
nessman’s Club, was also serving on the
high school board. He said Mendota’s
“Northenders” would like to see the
North School used as a community
center. However —

Free Tourist Camp signs were
posted.

The problem with peddlers annoying
shoppers in downtown Mendota would
be dealt with by council action. This
had been done in other communities
by passing a licensing ordinance and
imposing fines on those attempting to
evade it.

John Botts suggested that if each
businessman contributed $100 to the
fund, it could be used to provide rooms
where they could entertain salesmen and
customers, as well as better accommo-
date rural shoppers.

SIDETRACK - When Kiwanis

Club was organized, in November

1923, the members adopted the

Monday noon meetings in the
Depot Hotel dining room, used

Backtracks

&

Sidetracks

so successfully by the Mendota
Businessmen’s Club.
sesksk
Western Union Telegraph signed
a five-year lease on a portion of the
Northwestern Timber Co. office in
the Schofield building on Washington
Street. This space would be partitioned
off and have its own manager. The
Schofield building was one door ecast
of the post office, which in 1923 was
located in the Masonic building.
Previously, Western Union messages
had been handled by the railroad tele-
graph operators, and railroad messages
had been a major inconvenience for
the public.
Messages will be handled with
greatest dispatch. Privacy as-
sured.
sfesksk
A meeting of the MTHS Par-
ent-Teacher Association was held
April 26, 1923, in the high school
auditorium. A discussion of local top-
ics by high school students, directed
by Professor A.I. Hardy, was on the
program. Mr. Hardy announced that
businessmen and town officials “had
better be present if they wanted to get
helpful hints.”
ek
A Blue Law had been introduced in
the Illinois legislature that would ban
every form of “commercial entertain-
ment” on Sundays, including movies
and baseball games. Heavy fines would
be assessed against violators, if the ban
became law.
Opposition was mobilizing.
skeskosk
The Mendota Auto Co. was among
the first to introduce the Ford Weekly
Purchase Plan, with cooperation by the
Mendota National Bank. Prospective
purchasers of Fords could make regular

deposits at National, starting with as
little as $5. This fund would be safe
until enough had been saved to make
the purchase.

skksk

It was not unusual for Mendotans to
pick up their vehicles at the factory. In
April 1923, Dr. B.N. Hughes and Joseph
L. Zolper went to Cleveland, Ohio, to
drive out two Chandlers. Dr. Hughes
purchased the Pike’s Peak Chandler. It
was not recorded who was getting the
Chandler driven by Zolper.

sksksk

M.A. Adams was sent by the State
to Mendota with several assistants, to
check up on Mendota area motorists
who had failed to purchase 1923 license
plates. Although 500,000 plates had
been sold in Illinois during January and
February, yielding revenue of $5 mil-
lion, many drivers were not displaying
1923 plates. Adams and his assistants
had police powers and could arrest
drivers of cars with old plates. Fines
will be assessed.

Truck drivers, taxi cab drivers and
bus drivers will also be fined if they do
not display 1923 plates.

Revenue from license fees and

fines is going to the Hard Road

Fund.

sk ok

Frank Coss, who had been farming
south of Mendota, announced plans
to build a modern pasteurizing plant
on Main Street, one door north of the
Knauer building. He will offer milk,
cream, butter and cheese for sale.

SIDETRACK - This building

later housed Virgil’s Shoe Repair

Shop and later a printing shop.

skeskosk

The Schildberg brothers, Otto and
Rudolph, were known for success-
fully rearing canaries. In April 1923,
they placed a large cage in the rear of
Schildberg’s grocery. It contained eight
pairs of canaries, many babies justa few
days old, and others feathering out. A
few mother canaries were still sitting
on their eggs. Customers frequently
visited the canaries.

They enjoyed the singing.

The Bible is America’s book

and the sentiment to move on was accepted.

The sun did it.

The good weather did it.

The cliches of yesteryear and tomorrow seemed to
become set in stone.

All was at peace.

The best, sometimes worst, thing about anything
said or believed is it can be changed. Edited. Erased.
Replaced.

Through childhood, journalism school, and adult-
hood you are also told to man/woman up and take
accountability for being wrong or mistaken.

So, sun, I apologize for not understanding your
power to make people happy and pleasant. It’s now
understood.

However, it’s going to take some more time or a
few proving points, not just one, to change my tune
on the other weather ailment songs.

Mendota City Officials

MAYOR
David Boelk, 803 Meadowview Drive, ........ 815-538-3924
FIRST WARD ALDERMEN

James Fitzpatrick, 807 Pennsylvania Ave., ...815-538-2474
John Hessenberger, 1406 Hillcrest Drive, .....815-539-9934

SECOND WARD ALDERMEN
John Holland, 902 West Lawn, ..................... 815-528-5367
Leo Hochstatter, 1102 S. Park Ave,, ............. 630-841-1315
THIRD WARD ALDERMEN
Kyle Kim, 504 First AVe., ...ccocveveerierieieennnne 815-538-2414
Jay Miller, 702 First AVe., ...cccoveverireierieennne 757-412-9374
FOURTH WARD ALDERMEN
Mark Peasley, 2111 Cedar Ave., ......cccceene..e. 815-252-7243
Vicki Johnson, 206 Ninth St., .......ccccovvveeeenn. 815-866-5558

By Rich Lowry

Ofallthe objectionable things Donald Trump has ever done,
selling a Bible would seem to rank pretty far down the list.

Yet his marketing, along with Lee Greenwood, of a God
Bless the U.S.A. Bible for $59.99 has occasioned a couple
of news cycles of outrage. The Bible has an American flag
cover and accompanying American historical documents,
including the Declaration of Independence, as well as the
words to Greenwood’s iconic patriotic song.

Hawking the Bible like it’s a digital trading card or a
personalized sneaker -- to name a couple of other products
Trump has pushed in his inimitable style -- is tasteless and
unpresidential, needless to say.

Dwight Eisenhower didn’t market golf balls, and it was
notoriously Jimmy Carter’s brother -- not the president -- who
sold a specially branded beer.

Nor should anyone confuse the handiwork of Thomas
Jefferson -- or Lee Greenwood -- with the Word of God.

But the incensed commentary makes it sound as though
Trump is the first person to sell an edition of a Bible catering
to aniche market. In reality, there’s a dizzying array of Bibles
in this country for people with different interests, whether it’s
the law enforcement Bible, busy mom’s Bible or outdoors-
man’s Bible with a camouflage cover and “devotions that
tie directly to the sports of hunting, fishing, backpacking or
any outdoor activity.”

The God Bless the U.S.A. Bible was first published in
2021 and already had competition in the American Patriot’s
Bible from 2009.

The fact is that selling Bibles is a very American venture,
and the Bible, particularly the King James Version endorsed by
Trump, is a very American book, in fact, the American book.

The ship’s carpenter on the Mayflower might have brought
the first copy of the King James Bible to our shores. The
historian of Christianity Mark Noll notes that the Bible was
often the only book that families owned.

By around 1800, traveling Bible salesman Parson Weems
(famous for his biography of George Washington) was mar-

veling at the hot market: “I tell you, this is the very season
and age of the Bible. Bible dictionaries, Bible tales, Bible
stories -- Bibles plain or paraphrased, Carey’s Bibles, Collins’
Bibles, Clarke’s Bibles, Kimptor’s Bibles, no matter what or
whose, all, all will go down, so wide is the crater of public
appetite at this time.”

According to Noll, between 1794 and 1815, 186 novels
were published in America compared to 246 editions of the
New Testament or the full Bible. Almost all of the Bibles
published before 1840 were the King James Version. Already
early in the 19th century, he writes, “printer-publishers were
creating and meeting demand by packaging the King James
Version in many sizes, shapes, and prices.”

Constant innovations in printing and distribution meant
that the Bible and Bible-related literature led to what another
historian calls “the birth of mass media in America.”

The King James Version played an enormous role in
shaping America’s anti-monarchical attitudes during the
Revolution. And the way the Bible pervaded and shaped
American life was one reason that the country’s early lead-
ers hoped a state establishment of religion was unnecessary
-- thanks to the Bible, they could have Christianity, and a
virtuous society, without Christendom.

The King James Bible became foundational to American
rhetoric and literature such that it is impossible to imagine
the work of the likes of Martin Luther King Jr. or William
Faulkner without it. Even as its influence has declined, we
often quote or echo it without even realizing it.

“The great influence of the King James Version in Amer-
ican history,” Noll has said, “came precisely because it was
so widely available; because precisely its words, and what
the words communicated, had entered so deeply into the
consciousness of so many Americans, and particularly of
otherwise voiceless Americans.”

The God Bless the U.S.A. Bible won’t be a signal con-
tribution to this tradition, but neither is it a betrayal of it.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2024 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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Project Success delivers
The busy Easter Bunny enlisted some IVCC Eagles to complete his deliveries this spring. IVCC’s Project
Success Leadership Team raised funds and contributions from the campus community to assemble 100 bas-
kets for the Youth Service Bureau to distribute to children in its care. Thanks to campus generosity, the group
collected an assortment of items ranging from stuffed animals to jump ropes and candy to coloring books.
Project Success is a grant-funded program serving students who are first-generation in college, low income
and have disabilities. (Photo contributed)

IVCC ARPA scholarship applications being accepted

OGLESBY - Illinois Valley Com-
munity College along with the LaSalle,
Marshall, & Putnam County Regional
Office of Education has announced
that the application for the ARPA
Scholarship for Illinois Valley Com-
munity College (IVCC) Summer2024
semester is now available. Students
who are enrolled or planning to enroll

in IVCC’s spring CNA program are
eligible to apply.

The on-line application can found on
the Regional Offices website at www.
roe35.org/student-and-family-services/
scholarships, the IVCC PATH grant
page www.ivce.edu/path, or the IVCC
Foundation webpage www.ivce.edu/
foundation.

Applications for the ARPA scholar-
ship must be completed in their entirety
and returned online by 4:30 p.m. on
Friday, May 4, 2024.

For more information, contact Jessi-
ca Haywood at the Regional Office of
Education at jhaywood@roe35.org or
at 815-434-0780 or Bonnie Campbell
at bonnie_campbell@ivce.edu.

Paw Paw Board sets
poker run for July 20

PAW PAW — The Paw Paw Village Board met in
regular session on April 10.

The Second Annual Paw Paw Community Poker
Run date of July 20 has been approved. Modes of
transportation may include bicycle, stroller, rascal, feet,
motor bike under 50cc, tricycle, motorcycle, golf cart.
All motorized vehicles must be street-legal.

The Village of Paw Paw has proclaimed the month
of May as Motorcycle Awareness Month, promoting
the safe operation of motorcycles as well as motor-
cycle safety, education, and respect of the citizens of
the village and state. All motorists are urged to join
in an effort to improve awareness and safe sharing of
roadways.

=RAUCTION
ALERT!

| S—r

VITA-TONE CLEANERS
Is Ce%mtm? cwe OO,

y%mwzfmfm% on 7@@% ]9%/,

+ Tuxedo Rentals p .
¢ Quality Dry Cleaning 20% OFF 3

+ Wedding Gown Preservation ALL DRY

+ Kind and Polite glégl\\l'lqtl::g .
Customer Service . : R
on all incoming . /
orders only! i
Come in and enjoy Coffee and Cash and y
Donuts and take advantage of

our one day promotion!

Carry Only!

04152024 °

815-539-6161

“DRY CLEANING & SEAMSTRESS WORK”

918 MAIN ST., MENDOTA

All cleaning done on-site except speciaity items: P

Suede, Leathers, Carpets and Pillows and Draperies
Full Service Cleaning <

Hours: M-F 7:30-5:00 | Sat. 8:00-1:00

Catherine Ellis, Owner

Aluminum
Stainless
Mild
Cast Iron

Mobile or Drop Off
Call for a Quote Today!

815-414-8058

01292024

WELDING
Christian Tellez

tellez.chris777@gmail.com

Janko Realty & Development
Janko Realty currently has 1,2 and 3
bedroom and studio units
available for rent in Mendota.
Please check out our available
rentals and applications online at
www.jankorealty.propertyware.com
or call 815-830-4422.

CLEAN, SECURE, &
AFFORDABLE STORAGE UNITS

Now Open In
Mendota!!

Check out our other locations!

Byron | Davis Junction | DeKalb | Mendota
Pingree Grove | Rochelle | Sycamore

(SIS 8526]

—LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON—

O FACEBOOK

907 Plaza Dr | Mendota
alstorage.squarespace.com

| Storage 1 8526
AlSEmes fasnes

.- ¥¢0¢5020

SPRING 1S

Now Is The Time To
Get Your' Cooling
System Serviced!

Americam
Stamdard.

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING

GRASSER'S

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.
815-882-2111

404 W. Main St., McNabb, IL ¢ www.grassersplumbingheating.com

Industry Leading Quality

to Support You When You Need It Most

STRONGEST IN THE INDUSTRY

« Northern Maple Hardwood
Frame on all Stress Points

« Double Doweled at Stress Points

+ Reinforced Mitre Blocks

« Stapled and Glued

STABILITY & SUPPORT
Adjustable Anti-Skid Feet

SOFT TO THE TOUCH
with numerous durable fabric options

EXTREME COMFORT TECHNOLOGY
« Patented Positioning

+ Hand Blown Dacron Fill

+ Pocketed Coil Seating Systems

AMERICAN MADE QUALITY
Manufactured in Old Forge, PA

Visit your local Authorized UltraComfort™ Retailer

1901 South State Highway 251
Mendota * 815-539-6263
meyersfurniture.com
Mon & Fri 9-6 « Tue &Wed 9-5
Thurs Closed ¢ Sat 10-5
Sun Noon-4

09162019

LARGE LIFETIME COLLECTION
ESTATE AUCTION

A Lifetime Collection From the Muhlach Estate to be Sold-
LIVE IN PERSON ONLY at the DOWNTOWN ON SITE
LOCATION of 604 8th St. (Old City Brick Building by RR Tracks) in
Mendota, IL on:

SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 2024
TIME: 10:00 A.M.

View Listing & Photos on website: tumblesonauction.com

FURNITURE, TOYS, TRAINS, OLD BOOKS, OLD PHOTOS,

ELECTRONICS, MANY CAMERAS & PHOTOGRAPHY RE-

LATED ITEMS & Many more Items to Un-Cover from Leo’s
Studios-Many Surprises!!!

ESTATE OF LEO A. MUHLACH & NORMA LEE
HOTCHKISS-MUHLACH, Mendota, IL
TT TUMBLESON AUCTION COMPANY, PRINCETON, IL
E-mail: ttauction@yahoo.com or Phone 815-872-1852
Auctioneers: TOM & MARY TUMBLESON/TIFFANY FOES

LANDSCAPE & SNOW
EQUIPMENT AUCTION

10134 Clow Creek Rd., Unit 7B Plainfield, IL

60585. 1 2 miles East of US Rte 30 on Wolf

Rd., to Clow Creek Rd, then South 2 mile to
sale site. Watch for signs.

Saturday - April 27, 2024
Lunch Available

9:00 AM

*** Online internet bidding beginning at
12:00 PM - on larger equipment ***
Loading Available

SKID STEERS - SNOW PUSHERS — TRUCKS - SALT
SPREADERS - TRAILERS- EQUIPMENT & MISC.

2016 JCB 260T ECO, newer tracks, diesel, cab/AC/heat, 1286
hrs., 72” bucket; 2013 JCB 260T ECO, new All-Terrain/snow
tracks (1/24), diesel, cab/AC/heat, 623 hrs., 78" bucket; 2015
JCB ECO, diesel, cab/AC/heat, 1203 hrs., 72" bucket; 2013 JCB
260 ECO, diesel, cab/heat, 1091 hrs., 78” bucket;2013 JCB 260
ECO, diesel, cab/heat, 1230 hrs.,72” bucket; 2012 JCB 260
ECO, diesel, cab/heat, 1634 hrs., 72” bucket; Berlon pallet forks,
48”; Pallet Forks: 40”; 4’ bucket teeth; (4) 12-16.5 Skid steer tires.
Snow Pushers: (2) Arctic 10LD, sectional, 10’; (2) Arctic 10.5 LD,
sectional, 10.5’; (7) 10’ snow pushers. 2017 Ford F450 Super
Duty XL, ext/super cab, 90874 miles, 4x4, dual wheel, 6.7L Pow-
er Stroke, Turbo, diesel, auto trans, A/C, Knapheide 9’ landscape
dump body w/flip down sides, Western 8.5’ Pro Plus snowplow
w/hand control; 2016 Ford F450 Super Duty, ext/super cab,
91317 miles, 4x4, dual wheel, 6.7L Power Stroke diesel, auto
trans, A/C, 9’ landscape dump body w/flip down sides, Western
9’ Pro Plus snowplow w/ hand control; 2007 IH 4300, DT466,
auto trans, 2wd, A/C, 139,576 miles, 10’ steel dump body, Mey-
er hyd. tailgate spreader w/liquid control brine tank, new liquid
pump, Meyer 10’V plow w/hand controls; 2005 IH 4400, DT 466,
auto trans, 2WD, 156,753 miles, brand new tire rod ends, cen-
tral hydraulics, Salt Dog stainless steel 10’ V Box, hyd. salter
municipal 9 yd., (2) 100 gal brine tanks, spray bar, Western 10’
municipal hyd snow plow w/hand controls: (5) Western Striker,

SS, Salt Spreaders; (3) 9-4.5 yd;(1) 9-3.0YD; (1) 8'x2.0YD. (3)

RC 7°'x16 Enclosed Trailers w/ramp doors; Cargomate 7’x16’
Enclosed trailer w/ramp door; Eagle 7'x18’ flatbed/skid steer
trailer, 2’ dove tail w/ramps; Rice 7 x 18 skid steer/flatbed trailer
w/2’ dove tail w/ramps, 2004 PJ dump trailer 14’, 6 x 10 enclosed
trailer. (6) Exmark Lazer Z X-Series, mowers, Kawasaki 25.5
hp., 60" deck, (2) Polaris Sportsman 570 EFI ATV, On Demand
AWD, 165 hrs & 230 hrs w/electric winch, with newer 5’ Warner
electric snowplows, rear salters; ultra vac unit for Exmark Lazer
Z, 3 bagger.2016 Perma Green Triumph, spreader/sprayer, 145
hrs., 24 gal; 2006 Perma Green, Magnum SS, spreader/sprayer,
428 hrs., 11 gal; Western Pro Plus 9’ snow plow; Western 8.5’
snow plow; Little Wonder bedshaper, 904-00-01, 900 hydrostat-
ic; Ryan 544954C Sod Cutter; EDCO BB14G-9H brick saw w/
stand, 14”; Wacker Neuson B550-4S Rammer; Wacker VP1135A
Vibratory plate; Hobart Ironman 210 MIG Welder, w/gas cylin-
der; Sandborn 60 gal air compressor; Hot-2-Go SH40004HH hot
water pressure washer; 50 ton bulk white deicer salt; (3) Stihl
TS420 Cement saws; Redmax EBZ7500 leaf blower; (2) Stihl
BR600 leaf blowers; (3) Stihl HS 82R hedge trimmer; GTC 438
Garden Trax auger; 1000 gal poly tank w/600 gal of salt brine; (5)
Toro 721R-21” snow blowers; Hobart Acetylene torch, w/tanks;
power & hand tools; equipment parts; retaining wall bin blocks.

SUMMER GREEN LANDSCAPING & SNOW
SERVICES- OWNER

CONTACT DAN - 630-776-4170

INSPECTION DATE: FRIDAY APRIL 19, 2024
10:00 AM-2:00 PM

Terms: Cash, check, Visa/MC, 4% convenience fee for cred-
it card use. NO buyer’s premium. Number system will be
used. Have proper ID. Not responsible for accidents or mer-
chandise after sold. Statements made on sale day by auc-
tioneers or owners take precedence over all printed matter.
All items are sold as is where is.

Auctioneers:

Mike Espe (630)-669-2667
Chris Wegener (815) 451-2820
Joel Prestegaard (815)-761-7426
Elburn, IL 60119 - 630.365.9838
www.espeauctions.com

AUCTIONEERING INC.
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ACCURATE TITLE & LICENSE

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. * Mendota
815-539-9311

ASSISTED LIVING

Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St.
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

AUCTIONEERS

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St.

AUTO BODY REPAIR

Furar’s Body Shop
306 Plaza Dr.
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AUTO REPAIR

ARS Auto Repair
307 Plaza Dr.
815-538-2412

Sublette 815-849-5171

R&R Taller
4187 Rt. 251
815-538-4979

www.cantlinlaw.com
AUTOMOBILE DEALERS

Mendota Ford

Rt. 251 S

Rt. 251 S.

505 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette
815-849-5232
www.vaessenbrothers.com

CABINETRY AND STAIRS

1605 Division Street ® Mendota
starvedrockwoodproducts.com

CARPET & FLOORING

Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave.
815-539-6263

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
800 Washington St.
815-539-6507

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL

Krenz Dental, Ltd.
Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. * 815-538-5316

Triple Service

Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.

815-539-3828

IL Lic. #055-041123

Hilliker Electric, LLC
1417 Franklin Grove

ELECTRICAL/CONTRACTING

Carriage House Electric
105 12th St.
815-538-5598

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave.
815-539-5656

Member FDIC

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.

815-539-3444

Member NCUA-ESI

First State Bank

706 Washington St. ® Main
1403 13th Ave. * Plaza
815-538-2265
firststatebank.biz

Member FDIC

o
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Malden Banking Center
302 N Main St.

815-643-2121

Member FDIC

NuMark Credit Union

Earlville e Paw Paw ¢ Sublette
NUMARKCU.ORG
Member NCUA-ESI

Maze Lumber
Water Street ¢ Peru
815-223-1742

Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse
1207 22nd St.
815-539-9306

Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 W. Main St.
815-539-8500

Meyers Furniture & Carpet & Mattress
1901 S. 13th Ave.
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES

Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St.
815-539-9341

HEALTH CARE CLINIC

Davis Family Health, LLC
1201 Meriden St.
815-538-1800

HEATING & COOLING
CONTRACTORS

Correa Heating and Air Conditioning
815-910-9876

Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011

IL License #055-009898

Triple Service

Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.

815-539-3828

IL Lic. #055-041123

HOME HEALTH /HOSPICE

In-Home Care

Connection Hospice Services
680 W. Peru St., Princeton
815-872-7447

www.ihcccare.com

First State Insurance
715 Washington St.  815-539-5651

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St.  815-539-9311

Highsmith Haul Away
815-993-8673
HighsmithHaul Away.com

KITCHEN & BATH
Maze Lumber
Water Street ¢ Peru
815-223-1742

Someone’s In the Kitchen
1619 N. Main St. ¢ Princeton
815-879-0604
www.somekitchen.com

Starved Rock Wood Products
815-538-7799

1605 Division Street ¢ Mendota
srwoodproducts.com

LIBRARY

815-539-3373

Union Depot Railroad Museum
638 Main St.
815-538-3800

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Tara Van de Wyngaerde
700 14th Ave.
815-539-6291

PET GROOMING

815-878-3185

GOMMUNITY MATTERS

Sicily Pizzeria L.L.C.
709 13th Avenue
815-539-7550

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS

Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011

IL License #055-009898

Triple Service

Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.

815-539-3828

IL Lic. #055-041123

POST FRAME BUILDERS

N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road

815-539-9325

New construction & repair

REALTORS

Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road ¢ Sublette
815-535-6295 ¢ Lorierbes@gmail.com

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5
815-539-3811

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St.
815-539-5673

Town & Country Realty
607 Sixth St.
(815) 539-6635

RESTAURANTS

Cindy’s on 34
1300 Raymond Drive
815-539-9000

McDonald’s in Mendota

2 locations

Stop in and see us today!!

NOW HIRING - EOE- Locally Owned and Operated
by Paul and Mary Breznay

El Ray Del Taco Mexican Restaurant
701 Main St.
815-539-7100

SEAMLESS ROOFING

DuroLast Roofing
705 Illinois Ave.
815-539-5142

License #104005528

TAX PREPARATION

H&R Block
1313 Meriden St.

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St.

815-539-9311

Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St. » 815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic * 815-910-0200

TRANSPORTATION

Mendota Area Senior Services
1901 Tom Merwin Drive

815-539-7700

mendotaseniors1978 @yahoo.com

Gibson Towing
Leland and Sandwich
815-651-9436

Orzech Towing
Compton 815-343-8047
Sublette 815-849-5171

Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul, Matt & Brendan Ramer

4266 E. 4th Road

815-539-5321

VAPE/SMOKE SHOP

Smooth Smokes and Vapor
1001 Main St.
815-539-3499

VETERINARIANS

Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM ABVP
1205 Sixth Ave.

815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com

Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM

Rt. 251 N.

815-539-6601

www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING

Maze Lumber
Water Street ¢ Peru
815-223-1742

800 Washington Street
815-539-7459
www.mendota.il.us

NMLS#447018

www.eurekasavings.com

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL
61342
Ph. 539-5656

101 N. Columbia
Ave.
Oglesby, I 61348
Ph. 883-3354

2959 Peoria St.
Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-9400

105 West 1st
South St.
Wenona, IL
61377
Ph: 853-4333

250 Marquette
S

LaSalle, IL
61301
Ph. 223-0700

FINANCIAL +

CREDITIUNION

Membership Open to the Community

S

1905 13th Avenue | Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-3444

(Y ESisme

R Foderaly lnured by NCUA

FIRST STATE BANK

706 Washington St. 1 1403 13th Ave.
firststatebank.biz | 800.362.9623

fy@Gm

)

FIRST STATE INSURANCE

715
Washington Street
815-539-5651

Free cheeseburger when you
purchase a cheeseburger!

One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid with any other
offer. Only redeemable at McDonald’s in Mendota.

2 locations
Mendota
*Locally owned and operated
by Paul & Mary Breznay

r
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1 Expires 05-31-2024
=

:2°3°% NUMARK

CREDITUNION

WHERE YOU ARE FAMILY

Earlville + Paw Paw - Sublette
NUMARKCU.ORG
Federally Insured by NCUA
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IVCC honors students at awards ceremony

OGLESBY —Illinois Valley Commu-
nity College recognized Thomas J. Mc-
Cormack Scholars and other academic
honorees at its annual Student Academ-
ic Awards Ceremony April 3.

McCormack Scholars are Jennifer
Horton, Streator; Eric Lockwood, Peru;
Madeline Klicker, Seneca; Sydney
Miller, Tonica; Taylor Wetsel, Princeton
and Kendall Schmidt, LaSalle.

To earn the College’s highest ac-
ademic achievement, McCormack’s
maintain a minimum 3.75 grade point
average in at least 14 hours over three
consecutive semesters. In addition, all
six were recognized for academic hon-
ors over three consecutive semesters.

Other students recognized for aca-
demic achievement were:

Phi Theta Kappa All-Illinois Aca-
demic Team: Grace Irwin, Peru

Earning academic honors for three
consecutive semesters:

Maxwell Anke, Peru; Arthur Ar-
gubright, Spring Valley; Elizabeth
Bradley, Streator; Logan Brandner,
Mendota; Elizabeth Browder, Earlville;
Adam Brown, Serena; Isabella Caruso,
Mendota; Leena Dean, McNabb; Emma
Depauw, Tiskilwa; Alex Doll, Spring
Valley; Erin Dunlap, Ottawa; Mikayla
Durland, Sheridan;

Cali Edwards, Sheridan; Addison
Ernat, Peru; Colin Finklea, Spring Val-
ley; Joseline Flores, La Salle; Sydney
Galvan, Utica; Jenna Gamons, Ottawa;
Christopher Garcia, La Salle; Lyan
Gonzalez, LaSalle; Nora Groesbeck,
Streator; Colin Hart, Diamond; Ethan
Hassler, Princeton; Hayleigh Hauppa,
Sheridan; Anthony Hewitt, Peru; Chloe
Hillyard, Mendota; Jennifer Horton,
Streator; Jayden Huebbe-Faso, LaSalle;
LaciIrvin, Strreator; Grace Irwin, Peru;

Emma Kamin, Mendota; McKenna
Klein, LaMoille; Madeline Klicker,
Seneca; Andrew Knipper, Princeton;
Jennifer Knudson, Marseilles; Isabella
Lambert, Tonica; Deborah Lengsfeld,
Mendota; Eric Lockwood, Peru; Bran-

don Lomeli, Grand Ridge; Justus Ma-
son, Ottawa; Gage Mickley, Oglesby;
Sydney Miller, Tonica; Colin Nave,
Granville; Earl Mitchel Pantig, Otta-
wa; Rebecca Peura, La Salle; Gennaro
Piccolo, Spring Valley; Joel Renner,
Princeton; Zachary Riggenbach, La
Salle; Wesley Ruppert, La Salle;

Caleb Savitch, Spring Valley; Colton
Schafer, Princeton; Kendall Schmidt,
La Salle; Holly Schriber, Peru; Rilee
Sterling, LaSalle; Avery Stiegler,
Seneca; Maggie Stisser, Ottawa; Al-
exandra Stremlau, Mendota; Lauren
Summers, Ottawa; Zachary Swart,
Ottawa; Thomas Swartz, Monticello;
Natalia Thome, Oglesby; Leighanne
Turner, Peru; Tyler Valdez, Mendota;
Harleigh Varland, Seneca; Kiersten
Vincent, Peru; Ella Ware, Peru, and
Taylor Wetsel, Princeton.

Earning academic honors for two
consecutive semesters:

Tara Alnwick, Ottawa; Tyrese Bai-
jnath, LaSalle; Katie Bates, Princeton;
Zander Baxter, Ottawa; Ariana Benitez,
Ottawa; Karrington Benson, Ottawa;
Megen Berg, Streator; Jake Bradach,
Oglesby; Kaitlyn Brannon, Granville;
Carley Brewick-Pointer, Ransom; Ga-
brielle Buendia, Ottawa; Caleb Burrell,
Peru; Abbey Calkins, Princeton; Lily
Craig, Ottawa; Dylan Crank, Toluca;
Zoe Crawford, Streator; Lydia Dornick,
Peru; Ashley Dresen, Marseilles; Nora
Eiken, Tiskilwa;

Cody Ewers, Ottawa; Marisol Felix,
Mendota; Riker Fesperman, La Salle;
Zoe Finley, Mendota; Caitlyn Fiocchi,
Princeton; Ethan Fox, Lacon; Lauren
Frost, Princeton; Olivia Gonzalez,
Hennepin; Joshua Grob, Utica; Alexia
Gross, Mendota; Kayla Guerra, Peru;
Austin Hack, Wenona; Zoe Hanson,
Mendota; Elaina Harris, Mendota; Anna
Hoftmeyer, Streator; Alex Jagers, Princ-
eton; Maera Jimenez, Ottawa; Emily
Joanis, Ottawa; Ivy Jones, Marseilles;

Kaitlyn Kelly, Oglesby; Emily
Kestner, Streator; Samantha Kielski,

Marseilles; Chase Kreiser, Lostant;
Kyle Kuntz, Streator; Hannah Lars-
en, Ottawa; Gianna Lopez, LaSalle;
Cassandra Lowande, Putnam; Kain
MacFadgen, Ottawa; Adrian Macias,
Spring Valley; Amy Marek, Marseilles;
Miranda Mazzorana, La Salle; Kailey
McCauley, Peru; Olivia McCauley,
Peru; Liam McGann, Earlville; Callie
Meyer, Spring Valley;

Nicole Morones, Ottawa; Nathan-
iel Nelson, Ottawa; Cody Nettleton,
Mendota; Lannie Newberry, Prince-
ton; Emma Nicoli, Hennepin; Aaron
Noble, Ottawa; Ava Pagakis, Oglesby;
Jaydan Polhemus, Princeton; Jonathan
Polhemus, Princeton; Gracie Pollok,
Dover; November Rhodes, Ottawa;
Giovanni Rios, DePue; Molly Roach,
Hennepin; Franchesca Rodriguez, Stre-
ator; Elijah Safranek, Peru; John Salz,
Marseilles; Tyler Shannon, Serena; Ella
Sibert, Streator; James Sokol, Streator;
Taylor Staton, Serena;

Drew Stoudt, Ottawa; Emily Strehl,
Tonica; Nolund Stueckrad, Streator;
Jayden Tiemann, Princeton; Bich Tran,
Peru; Erin Uphoff, Princeton; Alexa
Warwick, Peru; Natalia Webb, Streator;
Dean Welte, Princeton; Matthew Wig-
gins, Ottawa; Charles Woods, Sheridan;
Paige Worden, Ladd; Tyler Wrobleski,
La Salle; Isaac Yanez, Princeton and
McKenzie Yarger, Granville.

Richard Publow Memorial Writ-
ing Award winners:

Stephanie Bernhard, Mazon; Adam
Brown, Serena; Travis Dougherty,
Marseilles; Analiyah Flores, Mendota;
Sarah Grever, Ottawa; Brianna Lipe, La
Moille, Alexander Myres, Hennepin,
and Christina Snook, Grand Ridge.

The Publow rewards the best essays
written each year in English Composi-
tion courses.

IVCC President, Dr. Tracy Morris,
was keynote speaker for the event, ad-
dressing a crowd of some 200 students,
parents, faculty and administrators who
attended the event in the gymnasium.

Henrys to celebrate 60th
anniversary on April 19

MENDOTA — Mr. and
Mrs. Geno Henry of Mendota
will celebrate their 60" wed-
ding anniversary on April
19. Mrs. Henry is the former
Gayle Moss. They were
married on April 19, 1964.

They are parents of two

children, Lisa Jermenc of
Mendota and Brad of In-
diana. They also have four
grandchildren, Daniel, Jen-
ah, Jacob and Hunter, and
four great-grandchildren,
Izybela, Paizlee, Jaxson and
Oakley.

" Announce your engagement,\
wedding or anniversary in
The Mendota Reporter!
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TREE SERVICE

* Tree Trimming
* Tree Removal
« Stump Grinding
* Gutter Cleaning

SPRING CLEANUP

Stump Grinding starting at $25.00
$25.00 off Gutter Cleaning
$100.00 off Tree Removal
$50.00 off Tree Trimming

i Residential & Commercial
Seniors get a discount

819-903-9213

* Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured

+ Painting

%

04152024

Handyman Services LLG

» Custom Woodwork

+ Ceiling Fan & Lighting
Installation
* Drywall Repair
* Door Installation & Repair
+ TV & Picture Mounting

@ hunterhandymanseruviceslic.com
@hunterhandymanserviceslic

Too

+ Home Repair
+ Cabinet Repair &
Installation
+ Some Plumbing
* Furniture Assembly
* Floor Repair & Installation

(813) 780-7884

04012024

\/ DY

REALTY & AUCTIONEERING

Call one of our Agents to set up
your private showing.

Joe McConville,

Designated Managing Broker 815-910-5673
Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600
Melody Nanzer, Broker 815-228-2842
Peri McConville, Broker 815-910-5337

JUMP STARTS
TIRE CHANGES
FUEL DELIVERY

EMERGENCY ROADSIDE SERVICE
TOWING & RECOVERY

815-651-9436°GIBSONTOW@GMAIL.COMeGIBSONTOW.COM

INVOLVED IN AN ACCIDENT
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Mpr. and Mrs. Richard Althaus

Althauses to mark 60 years
of marriage with reception

MENDOTA-Richard and Leslie Althaus of Mendota will
mark their 60th wedding anniversary on Friday, April 19.

Their family will be celebrating this amazing life they
have lived together with a reception from 2-4 p.m. Sunday,
April 21 at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Mendota. Come to
visit and reminisce with some light refreshments.

Thereception will be hosted by their sons, David and Tom.

Carpet Weaver’s

FLOORING FURNITURE GALLERY
Hardwood - Carpet - Tile
Luxury Vinyl - Laminate - Custom Showers

Free Design
Service

Mobile Service
Express

Come See Tony & Annette
815-410-4999 | 4250 Mahoney Drive, Peru

Excellent
Installers

ourt Appointed Special Advocates
FOR CHILDREN

Q. LASALLE COUNTY 4 _°

o Us al Ve

é@_ﬂﬁ@ Feslival and Auclion.
‘ ¢ Live and Silent Auctions, Raffles and 50/50.

Free Chocolate tastings from local Chocolate Vendors.

Sweet Sounds of Steve Sharp

Tickets available at Auctioneer James Dresen

www.lasallecountycasa.org

or at the door. Premizr Yenue Sponsor

The First National Bank of Ottawa
Sunday, April 21, 2024, 12pm -4pm e
Senica’s Oak Ridge Golf Club___ Fic
$25 per person San
Kids 5 and under are free [

United

WARTED!?

CLASSIC CARS ... TOP $55%

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars,
Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,
Hot Rods, Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

Call Jim at 630-201-8122

01192022

Garage Sale time is here!
For best results, advertise

your sale in The Reporter.
Call or stop at our office.
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GARAGE SALES
\RAGE SAL POLICE BLOTTER
EARLVILLE DRIVING WHILE with a LaSalle County ENDANGERING
TOWNWIDE LICENSE REVOKED court date. A CHILD

GARAGE SALE

615 Union St.

April 26 & 27

8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Slot machines, clocks,
good books, antiques,
older stuff, good stuff.

2t16msr

PAW PAW
NEIGHBORHOOD
GARAGE SALES

April 26 & 27

8 a.m.-3 p.m.
Maps will be available
at Casey’s & Facebook.

2tl16msr

ALL-SEASONS
GARAGE SALE
1713 Char Lu Drive,
Mendota
Friday, April 19
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saturday, April 20
8 a.m.-noon
Mid-century side
tables, table lamps,
area rugs, vintage linens,
metal bed frame
(headboard/
footboard — full),
new portable
air conditioner,
infrared heater,
large selection
Easter, Halloween,
Christmas collector
décor, kitchen ware/
dehydrator/Omega juicer,
hand tools,
vintage tape measures,
florals/plant stand
and so much more.

1t16msr

“One-Stop-Shop”
DMY experience
launches in Plano

PLANO - Illinois Sec-
retary of State Alexi Gi-
annoulias revealed a more
customer-focused, profes-
sional and efficient DMV
experience that will soon
be rolled out at facilities
statewide.

The new “One-Stop-
Shop” DMV design was
officially launched April 9
at the Secretary of State’s
office in west suburban
Plano.

As a part of the office’s
ongoing modernization
efforts, the new DMV expe-
rience will save customers
considerable time and sev-
eral steps by offering both
vehicle and driver services
at a single service counter.

“For too long customers
have beenrequired to follow
anillogical path through the
state’s DMV facilities. My
administration used data to
determine the most efficient
paths for customers in order
to cut down on confusion
and save time,” Giannoulias
said. “I’'m excited to see
customers’ reactions at the
new look and feel of our
DMV facilities. The ‘One-
Stop-Shop’ experience
tears down silos, revolu-
tionizing how our facilities
serve Illinoisans.”

Atasingle service count-
er, customers can obtain the
following services:

* Apply for a REAL ID
or a new driver’s license or
state ID card.

* Renew a driver’s li-
cense, state ID or Tem-
porary Visitor Driver’s
License (TVDL).

* Order a new license
plate using Pick-A-Plate.

* Register or renew their
vehicle registration.

* Join the Illinois Organ
and Tissue Donor Registry.

Drivers services and
vehicle services employees
at “One-Stop-Shop” DM Vs
are now cross-trained to
provide both sets of ser-
vices. The office has re-
designed customer service
counters and signage to
create a more logical flow.

The “One-Stop-Shop”
experience will be imple-
mented at all new DMV
facilities. The office is
conducting an assessment
of existing facilities and
prioritizing the rollout of
this new experience.

Reyes M. Godina, 42, of
201 Third Ave., Mendota,
was charged with driving
while license revoked after
a traffic stop at Fifth Avenue
and Fourth Street at 2:26
a.m. April 10. The subject
was released with a LaSalle
County court date.

NO VALID
DRIVER’S LICENSE
Rigoberto De La Cruz,
44, of 809 Sixth St., Men-
dota, was charged with
no valid Illinois driver’s
license after a traffic stop
at Jefferson Street and
13th Avenue at 7:16 p.m.
April 11. The subject was
released with a LaSalle
County court date.

NO VALID
DRIVER’S LICENSE
Vineela Gade, 27, of
Macomb, was charged with
no valid Illinois driver’s
license after a traffic stop at
Fifth Street and Fifth Ave-
nue at 7:35 p.m. April 13.
The subject was released

NO VALID
DRIVER’S LICENSE
Manual Gustavo Me-
dillin, 41, of 705 % TIlli-
nois Ave., Mendota, was
charged with no valid
Illinois driver’s license
after a traffic stop at Il-
linois Avenue and Wash-
ington Streetat 11:54 p.m.
April 13. The subject was
released with a LaSalle
County court date.

TWO WARRANT
ARRESTS

Caitlin M. Dissell, 34, of
Marseilles, was arrested at
12:42 a.m. April 14 on a fail-
ure to appear warrant from
Rockford for driving under
the influence and a failure to
appear warrant from LaSalle
County for driving under the
influence after police officers
were called to the area of
Main and Sixth streets for a
disturbance. The subject was
transported to the LaSalle
County jail.

Custom Carpentry JN @ e
630 880-6760 MIlSltean?:) and

Phil Antonini, Owner

Custom Outdoor Living
Space * Decks ¢ Pergolas

Rooms ¢ And More!

Interior and
Exterior

* Gazebos ¢ Three Season

Discounts!

Fully Insured and Bonded

Locally Owned!

Check out our GALLERY
at PCACustomcarpentry.com

| Serving the Mendota Area

—LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON —

@ FACEBOOK

04102024

o StateFarm’

Kurt Bruno
Agent

1103 Main Street
Mendota, IL 61342-1668

Bus: 815-539-3878

Fax: 815-538-5878
www.kurtbruno.com

Stata Farm Florlda Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

Personalize your
price today

Call, click or stop by for a home & auto

State Farm Mutual AutomoblleInsurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company,
Stata Farm Fire and Casuatty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

Stata Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lioyds. Richardson, TX

EL

Every Tuesday
11AM - 1PM

Open 7 Days A Week
Sun-Wed. 11am-9pm
Thur. 4pm-9pm | Friday & Sat. T1am-10pm

04082024

ZARAPE

MEXICAN RESTAURANT
Mendota, Il

Buffet will include rice, beans, enchiladas,
fried chicken, tacos, fajitas and cake

Mendota(815) 539-5985

Online ordering now
available, please check
_«out website:
elzarapemendnta com

Deannal. Buchanan, 56,
of 100 S. Ninth Ave., Apt.
116, Mendota, was charged
with endangering the life
or health of a child after an
investigation by Mendota
police at 4 p.m. April 14.
The subject was released
with a LaSalle County

Addresses sought
for town-wide garage
sales in Mendota

MENDOTA — The fourth annual Mendota Town-
wide Garage Sales will take place Friday, May 17
and Saturday, May 18 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Those
interested in having their addresses added to the list
and advertised should contact Heather at (815)990-
5577. The deadline is Wednesday, May 1.

court date.
DUL, T | Leak-Proof...

SUSPENDED LICENSE

Bhoomi R. Patel, 27, of Guaranteed!
LaSalle, was charged with D = D
driving wh1l§ }1cense sus- T R INC. 705 Illinois Ave.
pended and driving under the < Mendota. IL 61342

9

influence after a traffic stop
at Fifth Street and Seventh
Avenue at 8:34 p.m. April
15. The subject was released
with a LaSalle County court
date.

815-539-5142

% DUROLAST.

" THE WORLD’S BEST ROOFa

nilsroofing.com
Authorized Contractor. NRCA « BBB

Residential & Commercial

Locally Owned Business

Lawn Cave
Professionals

Lawn Care * Snow Removal * Seal Coating * Crack Filling
* Lot Striping * Much More!

Call the professionals for all your /
LAWN ROLLING NEEDS!

Pictured is Luxurious & Lasting Brisa™.
Ask about our 5 Comfort Zone chair.

You can’t always lie down in bed and

sleep. Heartburn, cardiac problems,
hip or back aches - and dozens of
other ailments and worries. Those
are the nights you'd give anything
for a comfortable chair to sleep in:
one that reclines to exactly the right
degree, raises your feet and legs just
where you want them, supports your
head and shoulders properly, and
operates at the touch of a button.

Our Perfect Sleep Chair® does all
that and more. More than a chair
or recliner, it’s designed to provide
total comfort. Choose your preferred
heat and massage settings, for hours
of soothing relaxation. Reading or
watching TV? Our chair’s recline
technology allows you to pause the
chair in an infinite number of settings.
And best of all, it features a powerful
lift mechanism that tilts the entire
chair forward, making it easy to stand.
You’ll love the other benefits, too. It
helps with correct spinal alignment

¢ Now available in a variety

r
v
IE ’ of colors, fabrics and sizes.

REMOTE-CONTROLLED
EASILY SHIFTS FROM FLAT TO
A STAND-ASSIST POSITION

mobility | sleep | comfort | safety

“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair.
To me, it’s the best sleep chair
I’ve ever had.”

Please mention code 601448 when ordering

Chestnut Light Gray Saddle Chocolate
Genuine Italian Leather LD 5isa™
classic beauty & style luxurious & lasting
Long Lasting DuraLux™ Burgundy Tan Chocolate  Blue

stain & liquid repellent

MicroLux™ Microfiber
breathable & amazingly soft

enjoying life never gets old™ ‘) J ou rney

Because each Perfect Sleep Chair is a made-to-order bedding product it
cannot be returned, but if it arrives damaged or defective, at our option
we will repair it or replace it. © 2022 Journey Health and Lifestyle.

— J. Fitzgerald, VA

3 CHAIRS
IN ONE:
SLEEP/RECLINE/LIFT

and promotes back pressure relief, to
prevent back and muscle pain. The
overstuffed, oversized biscuit style
back and unique seat design will
cradle you in comfort. Generously
filled, wide armrests provide
enhanced arm support when sitting
or reclining. It even has a battery
backup in case of a power outage.

White glove delivery included in
shipping charge. Professionals will
deliver the chair to the exact spot in
your home where you want it, unpack
it, inspect it, test it, position it, and
even carry the packaging away! You
get your choice of Luxurious and
Lasting Brisa, Genuine Italian Leather,
stain and liquid repellent Duralux
with the classic leather look, or plush
MicroLux microfiber, all handcrafted
in a variety of colors to fit any decor.
Call now!

journey

erfect

slee chair
855- 297 7788

HEALTH & LIFESTYLE

’ ACCREDITED
b BUSINESS A+
BEB

46622
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MHS track teams grab
6 firsts at Rock Falls

ROCKFALLS—Mendota
participated in a three-team
co-ed track meet at Rock
Falls on April 11.

Rock Falls claimed the
boys’ meet with 95 points,
while Mendota was second
with 51 points and Fulton
had 31.

The Trojans were first in
four events. Claiming blue
ribbons were Anthony Kel-
son in the 300-meter hurdles
(44.85), Madrick Musgrove
in the shot put (36-8.25), Ja-
mal Lesley in the high jump
(5-7.75) and Mason Koch in
the triple jump (39-5.5).

The Mendota girls scored
45 points and finished behind
Fulton (72) and Rock Falls
(53).

Capturing firsts for the
Lady Trojans were Alexa
Carlos inthe 100-meter dash
(15.83)and Mariyah Elamin
the high jump (4-9.75).
April 11 @ Rock Falls
Rock Falls 95, Mendota 51,
Fulton 31
(boys)

Mendota 1st place: An-
thony Kelson, 300m hurdles,
44.85; Madrick Musgrove,
shot put, 36-8.25; Jamal Les-
ley, highjump,5-7.75; Mason
Koch, triple jump, 39-5.5

Mendota 2nd place:
Kelson, 1600mrun, 5:01.72;
Kelson,110m hurdles, 19.07;
4x200m relay (Robert Bo-
tello, Jayden Lesley, Bailey
Ryan, Jamal Lesley), 1:46.56;
Musgrove, discus, 89-1; Gael
Garcia, long jump, 18-3

Mendota 3rd place: Se-
bastian Carlos, 200m dash,
24.38; Berat Imeri, 800m
run, 2:34.34; Gavin Steven-
son, 3200m run, 12:06.11;
4x400m relay ‘A’ (Travis
Mumm, Brandon Lead-
ley, Koch, Diego Sandoval),
4:22.40; Gabe Vallejo, dis-
cus, 88-11.75; Koch, long
jump, 18-1.75; Botello, triple
jump, 34-2.75

Mendota 4th place: Hec-
tor Gonzalez, 800m run,
2:39.48; Imeri, 3200m run,
12:39.61; 4x100m relay
‘N’ (Carlos, Jayden Lesley,
Garcia, Leadley), 49.06;
4x400m relay ‘B’ (Ryan, Javi
Hernandez, Gonzalez, Jamal

Lesley), 4:25.68

Mendota 5th place:
Koch, 100m dash, 12.48;
Carlos Toribio, 800m run,
2:50.68; Stevenson, 1600m
run, 5:40.25; Spencer Kain,
3200m run, 13:39.21

Mendota 6th place:
4x100m relay ‘B’ (Logan
Wujek, ChaseJohnson, Mus-
grove, Vallejo), 58.05
(girls)
Fulton 72, Rock Falls 53,
Mendota 45

Mendota 1st place: Alexa
Carlos, 100m dash, 15.83;
Mariyah Elam, high jump,
4-9.75

Mendota 2nd place:
Hannah Kunz, 400m dash,
1:14.54; Kunz, 800m run,
2:53.98; Elam, 100m hur-
dles, 17.35;4x100mrelay ‘A’
(Ella Martin, Kennedy Knaff,
Grace Wasmer, Laylie De-
nault), 58.14; 4x200m relay
(Harlow Foltynewicz, Chris-
tionah Brown, Wasmer, Aby
Buettner), 2:04.91; 4x400m
relay ‘A’ (Knaff, Martin, De-
nault, Elam), 4:56.50

Mendota 3rd place:
Brown, 200m dash, 32.01;
Buettner, 300m hurdles,
57.02; 4x800m relay (Briza
Cervantes, Emily Banks,
Kara Miars, Eden Pecher),
13:31.61; Emily Sondgeroth,
discus, 60-11; Lexi Cocanour,
high jump, 4-4; Elam, triple
jump, 30-9

Mendota 4th place: Mi-
ars,400mdash, 1:16.76; Mi-
ars, 800m run, 3:17.33; De-
nault, 300m hurdles, 57.07;
4x100m relay ‘B’ (Brooklyn
Baxa, Kenzie Mumm, Elaina
Koch, Sondgeroth), 1:04.58;
4x400mrelay ‘B’ (Carlos, Co-
canour, Pecher, Cervantes),
5:46.61; Martin, discus, 59-
5; Foltynewicz, high jump,
4-4; Pecher, triple jump,
25-6.75

Mendota 5th place: Car-
los, 400m dash, 1:18.52;
Banks, 800m run, 3:23.78;
Sondgeroth, shot put, 25-
7.5; Brown, triple jump,
23-4.75

Mendota 6th place:
Pecher,100m hurdles, 20.78;
Knaff, 300m hurdles, 59.95;
Koch, discus, 58-8; Denault,
long jump, 13-9.25

MHS boys 5th, girls 7th in
Rollie Morris Invitational

SPRING VALLEY -
The Mendota track teams
traveled to Spring Valley
to participate in the Hall
Rollie Morris Invitational
on April 13

The Trojanboys took fifth
place in the team standings
with 61 points. Bureau Valley
captured the top spot with
122 points, outdistancing
second-place Streator (106).
Twelve teams figured in the
point standings.

Mendota had two first-
place finishes. Sebastian
Carlos keptup his dominance
in the 400-meter dash with
a winning time of 51.2. The
other top placement went to
Mason Koch, who went 39-
3.25 to seize the triple jump.

In the girls” competition,
Mendota tallied 40 points
and was seventh in the team
standings. Bureau Valley
made itsweep by winning the
girls” meet with 123 points,
while Princeton was a close
second (118).

Freshman Mariyah Elam
was the lone first-place fin-
isher for the Lady Trojans,
taking the long jump with a
height of 4-11.75.

April 13 — Morris Invite
(boys)

Bureau Valley 122, Stre-
ator 106, Stillman Valley

61, Somonauk 50, Low-
point-Washburn 49, Hall
43, Fieldcrest 40, Putnam
County 31, St. Bede 8, Ash-
ton-Franklin Center 7

Mendota 1st place: Se-
bastian Carlos, 400m dash,
51.2; Mason Koch, triple
jump, 39-3.25

Mendota 2nd place:
Anthony Kelson, 1600m
run, 5:05.8

Mendota 4th place: Car-
los,200mdash, 23.9; Kelson,
300m hurdles, 44.6

Mendota5thplace: Berat
Imeri, 3200m run, 12:04.5;
Koch, long jump, 17-8.5

Mendota 6th place: Kel-
son, 110m hurdles, 18.1;
4x200m relay (Robert Bo-
tello, Jayden Lesley, Gael
Garcia,Jamal Lesley), 1:43.5;
Jamal Lesley, high jump,
5-6.25

Mendota 7th place:
4x100m relay (Carlos, Jayden
Lesley, Garcia, Botello), 48.8

Mendota 8th place:
4x800m relay (Hector Gon-
zalez, Spencer Kain, Carlos
Toribio, Travis Mumm),
11:01.7; Garcia, long jump,
17-0.25; Botello, triple jump,
34-7.75
(girls)
Bureau Valley 123, Prince-
ton 118, Amboy 93, Low-

See Morris, Page B2
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Mendota’s Cameron Escatel zeroes in on the ball in preparation for a return shot to his Pontiac opponent on April
12 at the MHS courts. (Reporter photos)

Trojan netters defeated by Yorkv

The Mendota varsity
boys’ tennis team fell to
Yorkville, 5-0, on April 10
at Yorkville.

April 10
Yorkville 5, Mendota 0

Singles: No. 1 — Phillips
(Y) def. Cameron Escatel,
Mendota, 6-0, 6-0; No. 2 —
Ayala (Y) def. Dagen Setchell,
Mendota, 6-0, 6-1

Doubles: No. 1 -
Camp-Morrison (Y) def.
Trekker Klema-Wyatt Sond-
geroth (M), 6-4, 7-6 (4);
No. 2 - Dobson-Fallon (Y)
def. Ben Bresley-Harlan
Gallagher (M), 6-4, 6-4; No.
3 —Busse-Schumpp-St. John
(Y) def. Trey Lee-Landon Lee
(M), 6-4, 6-2

sk

Pontiac edged out the
Trojans, 3-2, on April 12 at
the MHS courts. Mendota got
singles wins from Cameron
Escatel and Dagen Setchell,
but Pontiac claimed all three
doubles matches to win the
meet.

April 12
Pontiac 3, Mendota 2

Singles: No. 1 — Escatel
(M) def. Oakes (P), 6-3, 6-1;
No. 2 — Setchell (M) def.
Logan (P), 6-1, 7-6 (2)

Doubles: No. 1 — Pi-
na-Traylor (P) def. Kle-
ma-Sondgeroth (M), 6-2,
6-1;No.2—Legner-Melchers
(P) def. Bresley-Alex Hol-
land (M), 6-2, 6-2; No. 3
— Masching-Jean-Jaques (P)
def.L.Lee-T.Lee (M), 6-0,6-0

r 4

llle, Pontiac

ey 3
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Mendota’s Wyatt Sondgeroth hits abackhand shot during
tennis action against Pontiac on April 12.

MHS girls blank Princeton; take 2nd in G-K Tourney

Only one goal was
scored and fortunately it
was Mendota that scored
it in a 1-0 triumph over
Princeton in varsity girls’
soccer play on April 9 at
the MHS field.

Noemi Arteaga tallied
the goal for the Lady Tro-
jans off an assist by Addy

Allensworth.
kokk

Mendota took second
place in the Genoa-Kings-
ton Tournament on April
13.

The Lady Trojans be-
gan the action with a 2-0
triumph over Pecatonica.
Crystal Garcia and Arteaga

scored the goals for MHS.

Mendota defeated Rock-
ford Christian, 5-1, in the
second game behind four
goals from Garcia. Elaina
Reddin had the other score
for the Lady Trojans, while
Arteaga collected two as-
sists and Linnea Escatel
had one.

Mendota met Ge-
noa-Kingston in the cham-
pionship game that was 0-0
atthe end of regulation, but
won by the host school in a
penalty kick shootout.

Garciaand Arteaga were
selected to the all-tourna-
ment team for Mendota,
which has an 8-5 record.

Trojans struggle on offense in losses to Hall, Riverdale

Hall and Mendota played
a baseball game over two
days that went to the Red
Devils, 6-1, at the MHS
field. The game was started
on April 11 and was halted
by rain, then finished on
April 12.

Hall took a 2-0 lead in
the first and Mendota scored

once in the third before the
game was stopped. The Red
Devils pulled away with four
runs in the sixth.

The Trojans collected six
hits, led by Izaiah Nanez with
a single and a double. Jace
Baird added a pair of singles
for Mendota.

Baird pitched the first

three innings and allowed
two hits and two earned runs
to take the loss. He walked
two and struck out five.
Braiden Freeman went the
rest of the way on the hill.
He permitted three hits, four
earned runs, walked three

and fanned four.
skskok

Braiden Freeman delivers a pitch for the Mendota baseball team during action against

Riverdale was a 9-1 win-
ner over the Trojans on April
13 at Port Byron.

The Rams grabbed a
4-0 lead after three innings.
Mendota’s lonetally came in
the fourth on an RBI single
by Brody Hartt.

Riverdale finished the
scoring with one run in the
fourth and four in the sixth
frame.

Mendota outhit River-
dale, 10-7, but costly mis-
takes by the Trojans on the
basepaths and on defense
(five errors) led to their
downfall.

Hartt, Baird and Free-
man each had two hits for
Mendota.

Justin Randolph started
on the mound for the Tro-
jans and was tagged with
the loss. He gave up three
hits over four innings.
Only one of the five runs
scored off of Randolph was
earned. He walked three
and struck out five. Evan
McPheeters pitched the

91.5,Amboy82.5, Mendota

Hall on April 12 at the MHS diamond. (Reporter photo)

final two frames.

Late-inning rally carries Lady Trojans over Hall, 9-8

Alate-inning rally propelled the
Mendota varsity softball team to a
9-8 win over Hall in Three Rivers
Conference action on April 9 at
Spring Valley.

Hall led 6-2 after four innings,
but Mendota scored twice in the
fifth and five times in the sixth to
pull out the victory.

Mendota scored once in the
second when Sydney Tolley singled
and came around to score, and
it added another run in the third
when Emily Diaz doubled and later

touched home plate.

The Lady Trojans had four hits
and scored twice in the fifth to cut
Hall’s lead to 6-4. Ava Eddy and
Kirby Bond both doubled in the
frame, while Diaz and Madelyn
Becker delivered singles.

Mendotasent 10batters totheplate
inthe sixth to take the lead. Pickingup
hits in the inning were Eddy (triple),
Diaz (single), Bond (double), Tolley
(single) and Abbie Kreiser (double).
Ella Coss and Talia White drew walks
to keep the inning going.

The Lady Devils tried to mount
a comeback of their own with sin-
gle tallies in the sixth and seventh
innings, but came up one run short.

The Lady Trojans collected 15
hits in the contest, with Eddy, Diaz
and Becker getting three hits apiece.
Pickingup two hits each were Bond,
Tolley and Kreiser.

Eddy was the winning pitcher,
going the distance and allowing
13 hits and seven earned runs. She

struck out four and walked three.
skskk

Mendota and Hall met again on
April 11 at the MHS field and the
visitors came away with a 19-10
conference win.

The Lady Devils jumped out to
an 8-0 lead, scoring seven times in
the opening inning.

Mendota got on the board with
afour-run third, all happening after
two outs. Eddy and Diaz drew walks
and then Becker, Bond and Coss
had consecutive singles.

Hall padded its lead with five
runs in the fourth and then the Lady

Trojans responded with a five-run
bottom of the inning. Mendota had
just one hit in the frame, a single
from Becker, while ithad four walks.

Hall scored six more runs over
the next three innings. Mendota
completed its scoring with a run in
the sixth. Diaz tripled and Becker
singled her home.

Mendota (1-4, 1-2) collected 11
hits led by Becker with three singles
and three RBI. Bond and Coss each
had two hits.

Eddy was the losing pitcher.



B2 ¢ The Mendota Reporter

Wednesday, April 17, 2024

SPORTS

Morris

Continued from Page B1

point-Washburn 65, St.
Bede 58, Aurora Central
Catholic 57, Mendota 40,
Streator 35, Stillman Valley
31, Fieldcrest 27, Somonauk
27,Hall 21, Ashton-Franklin
Center 6
Mendota 1st place: Mari-
yah Elam, highjump, 4-11.75
Mendota 2nd place:
Elam, 100m hurdles, 16.7
Mendota 3rd place:
4x200m relay (Laylie De-
nault, Grace Wasmer, Aby
Buettner, Elam), 1:55.8
Mendota 5th place:
Elam, 200m dash, 27.8;
Denault,300m hurdles, 55.8
Mendota 7th place:
4x800m relay (Emily Banks,
Kara Miars, Eden Pecher,
Briza Cervantes), 13:27.5;
Denault, longjump, 13-8.25
Mendota 8th place:
Buettner, 100m hurdles,
19.8; Kennedy Knaff, 300m
hurdles, 58.9

Cheer on
your favorite
player or

team by
attending
a game!!

Advertise
Your
Business
Here
In The
Area
Business
Spotlight
9349-9396

BOWLING

Wednesday Night
Men’s League

Standings as of April3—1.
O’Donnell Excavating 68-
44; 2. Mendota Monument
61-51; 3. Novak Farms 58-
53;4.JJ&L Carpentry 55-53;
5. First State Bank 52-60; 6.
Black Bros. 41-71

High team game (scratch)
— Novak Farms 1080, Men-
dota Monument 1044, JI&L
Carpentry 978

High team game (hdcp)
— Novak Farms 1201, Men-
dota Monument 1094 JJ&L
Carpentry 1078

Highteam series (scratch)
—Mendota Monument 3068,
Novak Farms 3010, JJ&L
Carpentry 2817

High team series (hdcp)
— Novak Farms 3373, Men-
dota Monument 3218, JI&L
Carpentry 3117

High individual game
(scratch) — Matt Avery 258,
Nate Bradford 258, Matt
Novak 252

High individual series
(scratch)—Drake O’Donnell
698, Barry Sutton 683, Nate
Bradford 667

Monday Night

Mixed League
Standings as of April §—1.
Split Happens 42-23; 2. Ra-
mer Inc. 36-29; 3. CM Farm
35-30; 4. Leagal Beagles
34-31; 5. Bad Kats 30-35; 6.

Sports-N-Stuff 18-47

Highteam game (scratch)
— Split Happens 831, Ramer
Inc. 724, CM Farm 661

High team game (hdcp) —
Split Happens 1043, Ramer
Inc. 1008, Bad Kats 960

Highteam series (scratch)
—Split Happens 2243, Ramer
Inc. 1972, CM Farm 1948

High team series (hdcp)—
Split Happens 2879, Ramer
Inc. 2824, CM Farm 2794

Men’shigh game(scratch)
— Matt Ramer 299, Charlie
Betz 233, Sonny Sterchi
Jr. 204

Men’s high game (hdcp)
— Matt Ramer 323, Charlie
Betz 299, Ed Roulston 262

Men’s high series
(scratch) — Matt Ramer
708, Charlie Betz 593, Sonny
Sterchi Jr. 562

Men’s high series (hdcp)
— Charlie Betz 791, Matt
Ramer 780, Raul Diaz Jr. 727

Women’s high game
(scratch) —Jessica Robinson
229, Emily Thomas 214, Gail
Sessler 206

Women’s high game
(hdcp) — Jessica Robinson
279, Emily Thomas 271,
Stephanie Ramer 270

Women’s high series
(scratch) —Jessica Robinson
621,Emily Thomas 553, Gail
Sessler 546

Women’s high series
(hdcp) — Jessica Robinson
771, Emily Thomas 724,
Stephanie Ramer 723

i
N/

¥

§

APRIL 3084

ATHLETE TO WATCH

NAME: CRYSTAL CARCIA
SPORT: SOCCER
YEAR: JUNIOR

FUNTFACT: 1 WENT FROM SCORING 1 COAL MY FRESHMEN YEAR TO
PLAYING YEAR ROUND AND THEN HAVING 28 GOALS MY SOPHOMORE
YEAR.*

NOUABLE HOME GAMES COACH SIPOUILIGHT
o THURSDAY 4/18 BASEGALL VS
PRINCETON 4:30 DM
o FRIDAY 4/19 SOFTBALL VS
ORION 4230 DM NAME: CODY ZINKE .
o MONDAY 4/22 GASEEALL V§ SPORT: DASEEAL
NEWMAN 4:30 DM WHAT YOU K /T THIS
o FRIDAY 4/26 G/B TRACK HOME | TEAM: ““Tnis Islike a
team. and wha at is suys hold
4:00 M each other aco ant to see
o MONDAY 4/29 € SOCCEDR VS each other si wants what
CENCA—KINGSTON 4:30 DM is best for the team over their own personal
° achievement. I think that is cne reason we
are off to a good start. Many of

the older guys have also done a
good iob helping teach the voung- | =
er guys. That is something 1 have
been very proud of this vyear with
our team.*

EA BUSINE
SPOTLIGHT

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341
Open 6am-10pm
7 days a week

Buying a car
just got easier.
Find out how hy

calling...

ANNA
ARTEAGA

NMLS #461075

(ENEER)

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342
Ph. 539-5656

Other Locations:

LaSalle Ogleshy
Peru Wenona

www.eurekasavings.com

Cash
& Carry

31000

FIRST
STATE
BANK

BNk -

706 Washington St.
and 1403 13th Ave.,
Mendota

Auto Body Specialists
Weather Tech dealer
Window Tinting

Car/Truck/SUV
Detailing

And many other truck
accessories available!

Chris Holdenrid
Senior VP
Morgage Lending
NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President
NMLS#477892

Marten Portable
Buildings

325 N. 25th Rd.
Rt. 251 S., Peru

224-1506

815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

1207 22nd St.
(815)539-9306

Member

fvem Eic

therine Wasmer

Wasmer

FUNERAL HOME
Celebration-Qf Life-Center

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota
815-539-8500

Best Selection -
Best Pf/'a/'/(;/

)
/

@

MEYERS

\ FURNITURE & FLOORING )/

S~ =

HWY 251 S. « MENDOTA
815-539-6263

See
Jackie Near

for all your
Insurance Needs!

Call
(815) 539-5651

L

FIRST STATE INSURANCE

Across from
First State Bank, Mendota

Nightengales GENERAC S'{ STARVED
) e ———— ROCK
Thrl“ SIIDI] WOOD PRODUCTS

108 Jeiferson St, Mendota

BELCHER
Open12-3:30 D

ELECTRIC Kitchen & Bathroom

Generators are our only business!

. Cabinetry
Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat GENERAC Millwork
GENERATOR Staircases &
Istand 3“' SALES, Custom Projects
Saturday - SERVICE, AND
112 n" INSTALLATION 1605 Division St.,
Mendota
309-246-2102 »
1696 STATE ROUTE 17 starvedrockwoc;dproducts.
LACON, IL com
WWW_JDGENERATORS.COM 815-538-7797
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ENTERTAINMENT

| Celebrity Extra |

By Dana Jackson

Q: I miss watching “This
[sUs”and wishitwould have
had at least
one more
season.
What other
shows has
the person
who wrote
it done? --
K.J.

A: “This Is Us,” the
heart-wrenching drama se-
ries about the lives of siblings
spanning across several
decades, was created by Dan
Fogelman, who first got
his start in animated films.
He’s credited with writing
the screenplay for “Cars,”
“Bolt” and “Tangled,” but it
was the critically acclaimed
film “Crazy, Stupid, Love,”
starring two-time Oscar
winner Emma Stone (“Poor
Things”), that showed au-
diences he had a gift for
dialogue.

Fogelman’s first series
was the short-lived ABC
comedy “The Neighbors,”
starring Jami Gertz (“Still
Standing”). He followed
that with several other shows
that were canceled after one
season (“Galavant,” “Grand-
fathered” and “Pitch”). He
struck gold in 2016 when

Brown

Strange
 But True

By Lucie Winborne

* It is impossible for a
human to sneeze during sleep
due to a bodily state called
REM atonia.

* For 200 years tomatoes
were considered poisonous
in Europe. In reality, their
acidity was dissolving poi-
sonous metals like lead from
plates.

* Scientists investigating
the occasional appearance
of thousands of dead fish
on the banks of an African
river eventually discovered
that the cause was huge
numbers of hippos pooping
in the water.

* Actor Danny DeVito
used to be a beautician.

* Ten thousand years
ago, everyone’s eyes were
brown until someone living
by the Black Seadevelopeda
genetic mutation that turned
brown eyes blue.

* In 2007, a gorilla es-
caped from his exhibit,
grabbed and mauled anearby
woman, and then attacked a
restaurant. Later it was later
revealed that the woman had
been making eye contactand
smiling at the primate several
times a week, something
zookeepers had warned her
not to do.

* Freelance diamond
setter Raffi Stepanian found
he could collect enough
bits of carelessly dropped
diamonds, rubies, platinum
and gold on the sidewalks
of New York City’s Midtown
Diamond District to earn a
living.

* In April of 2018, sci-
entists at the Gladstone
Institutes in California com-
pletely erased Alzheimer’s
disease damage in human
cells by altering the structure
of a single protein.

* The most expensive
photograph eversold, “Rhein
[I,” a basic picture of the
lower Rhine river under an
overcast sky that had been
digitally altered to remove
dog walkers and a factory
building, was purchased in
2011 for a cool $4.3 million.

* Research has shown that
taller people are happier but
shorter people live longer.

(c) 2024 King Features
Synd., Inc.
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“This Is Us” premiered on
NBC, averaging 14 million
viewers in its first season.
Not since “ER” and “Grey’s
Anatomy” did a network
television show become the
topic of discussion the next
day at work.

Expectations are high for
Fogelman’s next project,
“Paradise City.” The up-
coming series is described
as a thriller and stars “This
Is Us” alum Sterling K.
Brown, James Marsden
(“Jury Duty”) and Julianne
Nicholson (“Mare of East-
town”). Hulu has picked up
the series, which started pro-
duction this past February.

Brown, whoplaysthe head
of security for a former pres-
ident in the new series, notes
thatthis character will be quite
differentthan his “ThisIs Us”
character, Randall.

sokok

Q: When is the show
“Evil” returning? Is it only
on Paramount+? -- D.A.

A: The upcoming fourth
and final season of “Evil”
will air exclusively on the
Paramount+ streaming ser-
vice, beginning May 23.
Fortunately, there will be 14
episodes, which will roll out
weekly and air throughout
the summer.

In the trailer for the new
season, Ben (Aasif Mandvi)
states, “We’ve already hunt-
ed werewolves and demons.
Are we now hunting witch-
es?” Another plotline is said
to involve the birth of the an-
tichrist. Katja Herbers, Mike
Colter and Christine Lahti
are all said to be returning
for the final run.

seskesk

Q: When is Pat Sajak’s
last episode as the host of
“Wheel of Fortune™? Will
Ryan Seacrestbe taking over
immediately? -- J.J.

A: Pat Sajak, the long-
time host of the iconic game
show “Wheel of Fortune,”
announced that season 41
would be his last. The season
premiered this past Septem-
ber and will conclude on
June 7, making that night
the last time you’ll see Sajak
spinning the wheel.

Ryan Seacrest will take
over hosting duties when
the new season premieres,
which will most likely be
in September of this year.
However, Sajak will remain
with the show behind the
scenes as a consultant for
three additional years, and
Vanna White has inked a deal
to continue her letter-turning
duties at least through 2026.

— *Trivia Test * ——

1.MOVIES: Which dramat-
ic film features the character
“V?

2. GEOGRAPHY: Luzon
belongs to which island nation?

3. LANGUAGE: What is
the Latin phrase for “before
the war”?

4. U.S. STATES: Which
state has the most national
parks?

5. LITERATURE: Which
1950s novel includes the line,
“Nothing behind me, every-
thing ahead of me, as is ever
so on the road.”

6.CHEMISTRY: Whatkind
of gas makes a drink bubbly?

7. TELEVISION: Which
sitcom features a mom named
Debra Barone?

8. MUSIC: What was the

former name of the English
band Muse?

9. SCIENCE: What are
the gaps between nerve cells
called?

10. THEATER: Who wrote
the play “The Crucible”?

Answers

1. “V for Vendetta” (2005).

2. The Philippines.

3. Antebellum.

4. California, with nine.

5. “On the Road” by Jack
Kerouac.

6. Carbon dioxide.

7. “Everybody Loves Ray-
mond.”

8. Rocket Baby Dolls.

9. Synapses.

10. Arthur Miller.

(c) 2024 King Features
Synd., Inc.

_ KingCrossword

ACROSS
1 Siren 10 [11
5 Cagers' gp.
8 Halt
12 Eventful peri-
ods
13 Cleric's tunic
14 Jared of
"House of
Gucci"
15 Persistence
17 Privy to
18 Tar e
19 Laid down
the lawn -41
21 Cattle call
22 Crystal gazer [*° [46
23 Not "dis" =
26 Scale abbr.
28 Impetus 54 56
31 Crunchy
cookie 57 59
33 Chef Garten
35 Faux pas 58 — Angeles 11 Frogs' hang- 37 Play segment
36 Reddish dye 59 JFK postings out 39 Pixels
38 PC screen 16 Hip 42 "Monopoly"
type DOWN 20 British ref. buy
40 Salty expanse 1 Nov. honor- work 44 Appearance
41 Leave an ees 23 Homer's cry 45 Skater
impression? 2 Bailiwick 24 "Right you Lipinski
43 Gear tooth 3 — -pedi —I" 46 Ellipse
45 Salsa ingredi- 4 Sacred song 25 Multi-family 48 Word of warn-
ent 5 Capital of dwelling ing
47 Chopin piec- Kenya 27 NBC week- 49 Author
es 6 Crunchy end show Bagnold
51 Say it's so sandwich 29 Compete 50 Bygone fliers
52 Stresses 7 Void 30 Ecol. watch- 53 Punk-rock
54 Hindu royal 8 Small burgers dog subgenre
55 911 responder 9 Curly strands 32 Toronto's
56 Tizzy 10 Oklahoma province
57 Sax range tribe 34 Emphasizes
© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.
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4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!
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Brought to you each week by
FIRST STATE BANK

By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- A “Pi-
rates of the Caribbean”
sequel is in the works, ac-
cording to producer Jerry
Bruckheimer. In a recent
interview with ComicBook.
com, Bruckheimer said that
the current plan is to reboot
the franchise completely.
(The first five films grossed
$4.5 billion.)

“We’re gonna reboot
‘Pirates’ so that it’s easier
to put together because you
don’t have to wait for cer-
tain actors,” Bruckheimer
explained. In other words,
he means Johnny Depp, who
has fallen from grace because
of messy legal problems and
won’tbereturning as Captain
Jack Sparrow.

The 60-year-old Depp has
now turned to producing and
directing. He was originally
settostarin “Modi,” abiopic
aboutItalian painter Amedeo
Modigliani, buthe decided to
direct the film instead with a
European cast. It was mostly
shot in Budapest, Hunga-
ry, except for Al Pacino’s
scenes, which were shot in
Los Angeles.

skskosk

Will Smith’s comeback
film since his Oscar win and
infamous Chris Rock slap is
“Bad Boys: Ride or Die” with
Martin Lawrence, due June

Hollywood

7. Considering “Bad Boys”
(1995) grossed $141.4 mil-
lion, “Bad Boys II” (2003)
grossed $273.3 million, and

“Bad Boys
for Life”
(2020)
grossed
$426.5 mil-
lion, he’s
betting that
devoted
fans will

run to see it.
skskok

Courtney

Scott Eastwood, son of
Clint Eastwood, calls Hol-
lywood filmmaking “areally
weird business” and confess-
es, “I find a lot of creativity
in real estate. Buying and
improving homes. ... That’s
always made me happy.”
This sounds weird, consid-
ering his 93-year-old father
would never think about re-
tiring. Young Eastwood has
made 28 films, but has yet
to break through to stardom.

Yet still, Scott’s got three
upcoming films: “1992.”
which stars Tyrese Gibson
and the late Ray Liotta; the
action/thriller “Tin Soldier,”
starring Jamie Foxx and Rob-
ert DeNiro; and “Wind River:
The Next Chapter,” which is
the sequel to “Wind River”
(2017). It starred Martin
Sensmeier (“The Magnificent
Seven”), whoreprises hisrole

again for “The Next Chapter,”
along with Jason Clarke and
Alan Ruck.
skskosk

It’s official -- Ken Jen-
nings is the one and only host
of everything “Jeopardy!”
Viewers were torn between
Jennings and Mayim Bialik,
but when she informed the
show that she’d cease host-
ing during the writer’s strike
(which ironically didn’t
include “Jeopardy!”), the
show cut her loose and made
Jennings the sole host! “Jeop-
ardy!’s” answer is: “Fired!”

sk ok

Why would actress Steph-
anie Courtney, 54, almost
totally give up acting in TV,
having starred in series such
as “Mad Men” and “The
Goldbergs,” as well as films
like “Fred; The Movie,”“Fred
2: Night of the Living Fred”
and “The Heartbreak Kid,”
justtonamea few? How about
for a whopping $1 million a
year for the last 15 years as
the spokeswoman for Pro-
gressive Insurance! No more
interviews or casting ses-
sions, just a cushy life since
2008 with husband, Scott
Kolanach, whowasalighting
director at The Groundlings
when Courtney trained with
the improv group! Now that’s
what we call a “progressive”
career move!

| Couch Theater |

“The Sympathizer” (TV-
MA) -- Based on the novel of
the same name by Viet Thanh
Nguyen, which won a Pulit-
zer Prize, this seven-episode
miniseries tells the story of
a North Vietnam spy in the
South Vietnam army during
the Vietnam War. This spy,
called the Captain (Hoa Xu-
ande), is forced to flee with
his general to the United States
near the end of the war. Now
livingamong a community of
South Vietnamese refugees,
the Captain continuestoactas
a spy against them and report
back to Viet Cong. With so
many loyalties pulling him
every which way, the Captain
finds himself at a crossroads,
unsure which of his alliances
are the most true. Sandra Oh
and recent Academy Award
winner Robert Downey Jr.
co-star in the series. The
first episode is out now, with
new episodes every Sunday:.
(Max)

“Under the Bridge” (TV-
MA) -- Another miniseries

that releases on streaming
this week is a true-crime
drama starring Riley Ke-
ough (“Daisy Jones & the
Six”) and Lily Gladstone
(“Killers of the Flower
Moon”). Keough portrays
writer Rebecca Godfrey,
who hears about the death
of a 14-year-old girl named
Reena Virk (Vritika Gupta).
Reenasupposedly joined her
friends at a party but never
returned home, leaving the
local police at a loss as to
how she died. Determined
towrite anovel about Reena,
Rebecca works tirelessly
alongside police officer Cam
Bentland (Gladstone) to see
if they can connect the dots
about what happened under
the bridge. The first two
episodes premiere April 17,
with new episodes every
Wednesday. (Hulu)

“Night Swim” (PG-13)
-- So far in 2024, it’s been a
quiet year for horror movies,
butifthere’s anyone who al-
ways has something spooky

cooking up his sleeve, it’s
producer Jason Blum from
Blumhouse Productions. His
latest film follows a family of
four called the Wallers, who
happen upon the perfect new
home for their household.
Since the father, Ray, has an
illness that can be improved
upon with the swimming
pool the home offers, the
Wallers quickly decide to
purchase the house. How-
ever, as Ray’s illness starts
to go into remission, certain
oddities begin to occur, like
his kids getting attacked in
the pool by some strange
phenomenon and their cat
going missing. Soon, the
Wallers come to realize that
their residence has a sinister
history thatis about to repeat
itself. Out now. (Peacock)
In Case You Missed It

“Bob Marley: One Love”
(PG-13) -- Kingsley Ben-
Adir takes on the role of
reggae legend Bob Marley in
this biopic out now to rent!
(Apple TV+)

Birthday
Michelle!

We love vou!
Mom, Dad,

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or
Money Saver

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To
Run In Both

Billie & Susie

$34 To Run In Both

Call 815-539-9396 for
more information

CONGRATULATIONS!

on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN

Love, Joey

Put A Little Fun
In Someone’s Life!

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message—or
just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $6°°
per column inch for Reporter
OR Money Saver
$8% per column inch in BOTH
(See examples)
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RELIGION

Are you wearing your armor?

When I read the Bible,
[ am always fascinated by
how many times the Lord
tells us to “put on” or
“put off” different things.
Ephesians 6 is a perfect ex-
ample—and it’s one of the
most well-known passages
in the New Testament.

Ephesians 6:11(AMPC)
tells us to “Put on God’s
whole armor [the armor
of a heavy-armed soldier
which God supplies], that
you be able successfully to
stand up against [all] the
strategies and the deceits
of the devil.”

The words “put on”
are very important. I have
never walked into my
closet and had my clothes
or shoes jump onto my
body. I have always had to
putthem on—it’sachoice.
So, what does God tell us
to put on?

The Beltof Truth: Ephe-
sians 6:14 says, “Stand

therefore [hold your
ground], having tightened
the belt of truth....”

The belt of truth is the
Word of God. And just
like a physical belt holds
everything together, God’s
Word is our support and
foundation. This means
when trouble comes and
you’re tempted to give up
or blow up—that’s when
you want to tighten your
belt and trust the Word of
God more than ever!

The Breastplate of
Righteousness: Ephesians
6:14 (NKJV) says to “...
put on the breastplate of
righteousness.”

It’s sad how many
Christians walk around
feeling like something
is wrong with them. For
years, | was one of them.
If I sinned, I would tor-
ment myself by allowing
myself to feel guilty and
condemned.

However, the Bible says
we have been made right
with God through Jesus’
death on the cross (2 Cor-
inthians 5:21). This means
we can have the mindset
that says, “I am a child of
God—He loves me, and 1
am forgiven.”

This doesn’t mean we
can just sin and do what-
ever we want. Butitmeans
when we make mistakes,
we can go to God, sin-
cerely confess our sins,
then receive His gift of
forgiveness—no strings
attached (1 John 1:9).

Shoes of Peace: Ephe-
sians 6:15 (NLT)says, “For
shoes, put on the peace
that comes from the Good
News so that you will be
fully prepared.”

As a believer, one of
the most important things
youcan do is stay in peace.
Peace is your position of
power! I encourage you
to keep your peace at any
cost. If someone upsets
you, take a few moments
to walk away and ask God
for His help. Talk to Him
and say, “Help me to stay
calm, Lord. Help me to
keep the peace.” Because
in your battles against the
enemy, peace is power.

Shield of Faith: Ephe-
sians 6:16 (AMPC) says,
“Lift up over all the [cov-
ering] shield of saving
faith, upon which you can
quenchall the flaming mis-
siles of the wicked [one].”

Faith is something that
God has given us, but
it must be released in
our lives—through pray-
ing, through saying, and
through doing.

Duringacrisis, it’s easy
to run to a friend for help,
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To YOU

@h’f;':j%@at@%pnfttr
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12 Months

(Lee, Bureau and
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(Out of Area)
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703 Illinois Ave. Mendota IL 61342 ¢ 815-539-9396
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ENJOYING

EVERYDAY LIFE

with

and sometimes we need to
talk to other people. How-
ever, our first reaction to a
problem should be to run
to God and pray for His
strength, guidance, and
deliverance.

Our words are also ex-
tremely powerful. In fact,
the Bible says, “Thetongue
has the power of life and
death...” (Proverbs 18:21
NIV). When we line up
what we say with the Word
of God and declare His
promises over our lives,
weare speaking faith-filled
words that improve our
situation.

Finally, what we do
makes all the difference.
Sometimes our circum-
stances can feel pretty
scary. But those are the
times when it’s most im-
portant to step out in faith
and do what God has
placed in our heart to do.

Helmet of Salvation:
Ephesians 6:17 tells us
to put on “the helmet of
salvation.” I believe God
is saying that we should
think like a child of God.

First Corinthians 2:16
(AMPC) says “we have
the mind of Christ.” This
means we can line up our
thoughts with God’s Word
andthink like God thinks—

CALL HOW I-'IIII A

FBBEEBVI‘:EAWSE www.fmcolaw.com
EMAIL:
(630) 232-7450 plc@fmcolaw.com

WEBSITE:

good, positive, hopeful,
believing thoughts.

Don’t be a garbage
dump for the enemy’s
thoughts. Keep your hel-
met on...and keep believ-
ing!

Sword of the Spirit:
The Sword of the Spirit
(Ephesians 6:17) is the
Word of God, and it’s our
primary offensive weap-
on against the enemy. As
I mentioned, our words
carry tremendous power;
and when we speak God’s
words out of our mouths,
we are combatting the en-
emy and helping to bring
to pass God’s good plan
for our lives.

When you’re under
attack, speak out God’s
Word. When you’re over-
whelmed and feel like
giving up, declare, “I can
doall things through Christ
Who strengthens me”
(Philippians 4:13 NKIJV).

When it looks like
things aren’t going well,
purposely choose to say
what God says about
you—thingslike, “Godhas
a good plan for my life—
plans for me to prosper...
plans to give me hope and
a great future!” (Jeremiah
29:11.)

As you do, you will

THIS IS ATTORNEY ADVERTISING sponsored by Foote, Mielke, Chavez & O'Neil, LLC (‘FMCO"), 1541 E
Fabyan Pkwy, Suite 101, Geneva, lllinois 60134, The information contained herein is provided as gen-
eral reference not intended to be legal advice. Past performance is not an indication of future results.
Attorney-client relationship is not formed until a fee agreement is signed by you and the law firm.

be clothed and ready to
meet every single battle
that comes your way. You
will go out with God’s
full armor and be dressed
for battle.

kskosk

For more on this topic,
order Joyce’s four-part
teaching resource Winning
Life’s Battles You can also
contact us to receive our
free magazine, Enjoying
Everyday Life, by calling
(800) 727-9673 or visiting
WWW.joycemeyer.org.

Joyce Meyer is a New
York Times bestselling
author and founder of
Joyce Meyer Ministries,
Inc. She has authored more
than 140 books, including
BATTLEFIELD OF THE
MIND and OVERCOM-
ING EVERY PROBLEM
(FaithWords). Shehoststhe
Enjoying Everyday Life
radio and TV programs,
which air on hundreds of
stations worldwide. For
more information, visit
WWW.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views
and opinions expressed
throughout this publication
and/or website are those of
the respective authors and
do not necessarily reflect
those of Joyce Meyer
Ministries.
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MENDOTA

ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS
Rev. Peter A. Pilon, Pastor
Fr. Jeff Windy, Parochial Vicar

Ray Fischer, Jose Lopez,
and Hector Diaz, Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass
Weekend Mass

Confession

STS. PETER AND PAUL,

PETERSTOWN
Weekend Mass
Confession

3CH

UNITED PENTECOSTAL
CHURCH

4401 State Route 251
(815) 538-3444

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor

E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com
www.mendotaupc.org

SUNDAY: Christian Education-10 a.m.
Worship - 11:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:

Midweek Bible Study - 7 p.m.

FIRST UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

9 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Worship
In-person & on Facebook at:
Mendota First United
Methodist Church

April 21 - 9:30 a.m.Worship

VICTORY BAPTIST
CHURCH
“Faithful & Effective”

505 W. 7th Ave.
(815) 539-9081

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

Pastor Steve Breedlove

SUNDAY
Sunday school

Worship

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

ZION UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
808 Jefferson St.

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com
Church office (815) 538-2186

Facebook: Mendota Zion United
Methodist Church

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade
in fellowship hall during worship service
(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM
during Sunday services)

TUESDAY - Prayer group 6 p.m.

%RD 1S
@%EPHERD

NEW COVENANT
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota

P.O. Box 54

Phone (815) 539-7107 (church)
(815) 871-5702 (pastor)

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

Larry Sheaves, Pastor

www.newcovenantmendota.org
www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and
blessed hope.”

Sunday School
Worship

MENDOTA BIBLE
CHURCH

Rt. 251, 1/2 mile south of
Mendota
(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org
SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Sunday School
Worship
Evening Service

If [Can
By William Arthur Ward

[f [ can write one verge of truth today
Or give my fellow man a song to sing;
[f L ean push one needless cloud away
And help men live ag children
of the King:

[f L can lend someone a helping hand
Or warm a place where friendship
needs to be;

[f lean build a brldge where
fences stand
And light a lamp that other men
might see;

[f L ean open doors of hope this day
By letting someone know that
others care;

[f L can speak in words that seem
to say:

[ know the heavy burdens that
you bear.

If L can guide a pilgrim on his way
Or pause to bid him stay for food
and rest;

[f [ can do these, Father, this [ pray:
“O let me do them with my very best.”

The Merchants

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH

607 Tenth Ave.
(815) 539-5626

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

Pastor Elise Rothfusz

E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org

Website:
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person
and online via YouTube

Find us on Facebook

NOTE: Please contact your
individual church regarding
online services or for other
church-related information.

DIRECTORY

LoealHou Ses

Ay

of Worship

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

1003 5th St.
(815) 538-5603

Website: fpcmendota.com
Accessible

Pastor Laurie Walker
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School following
children’s message
Fellowship || a.m.
Available on Facebook Live
Facebook page

www.facebook.com/fpcmendota

April 19 - HOH pickup; 3 p.m. Unload
and stock HOH foods
April 23 - || am.Produce sorting

A-.IEVERYQNE
I/ WELCOME!

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the
Church ... That in everything He

might have the supremacy.” col. 1:18

1107 Main St.
(815) 993-2462
Dave Manion Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . ..

Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Church Builders 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer 6 p.m.

Men’s Ministry
Ladies & Mens Bible Study
Thursday 6 p.m.

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
398 Church Road, Compton

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567
Wheelchair accessible
Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran
compton@live.com

“Living in God’s Grace as a
Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship at First

April 17 - 6:30 p.m. Creation Care Corp
at Immanuel
April 18 - 5:15 p.m. Church Council
Online “devotional service” videos continue
every Sunday at
facebook.comlilccompton and
YouTube. Check our website and Facebook
page for more information.

spmnﬂfm WITH 0D

LA MOILLE

ZION EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34

(815) 539-7820

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
Accessible

Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, “Why do you test Me,
you hypocrites? Show Me the tax money.” So they brought Him

a denarius. And He said to them, “Whose image and inscription
is this?” They said to Him, “Caesar’. And He
said to them, “Render therefore to Caesar
the things that are Caesar’s, and to God
the things that are God’s”
MATTHEW 22:18-21/3~

Oneside of
adenarius coin N\
portraying Julius Caesar,
dated 42 BCE

© 2024 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 539-7276

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK

on this page urge

you to attend a
house of worship
this week.

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 538-2265

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 539-5656

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

FRALET |LCE

e

.l.

Phone (815) 539-7211

%

L PDIS [OVE
Light Yauwr SPath

COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille
(815) 638-2348

eeccccccccccccccccce

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com

SUNDAY WORSHIP 9 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School
following children’s message
FELLOWSHIP 10 a.m. (nursery available)

Mondays - 10 a.m. Adult Bible Study
Wednesdays - 5:30 p.m. Soup & Soul

TROY GROVE

FAITH BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
208 W. South St.,
Troy Grove
Pastor Brian Hamiel

Website: www.faithbiblefellowship.info
E-mail: fbfchurch20817@gmail.com
“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist
to glorify God through the equipping
of His saints, teaching of His Word
and raising of His name.

We would love to have you join us

to worship and learn about
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m.
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m.

v.v‘—;v'ov’vov‘_;?'ov‘v - v

B[BLE TR[VIA by Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of Jeremiah (KJV)
in the Old or New Testament or
neither?

2. The villains Sanballat and
Geshem are only mentioned in
which book? 2 Chronicles, Ezra,
Nehemiah, Esther

3. From Ephesians 5, what did Paul
recommend as a substitute for
wine? Water, Laughter, Love, Holy
Spirit

4. Who condemns drinkers who
start early in the morning? Job,
Isaiah, Ezra, Esther

5. Which king had 1,400 chariots
and 12,000 horsemen? David,
Jehoash, Solomon, Neco

6. Who wrote the book of
Revelation? John, Jude, Matthew,
Peter

ANSWERS: 1) Old, 2) Nehemiah, 3)
Holy Spirit, 4) Isaiah, 5) Solomon,
6) John (the Revelator)

(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

lgbrat

with 8ood works

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, IlI.
Phone (815) 539-5060
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101
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE
THIRTEENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY,
OTTAWA, IL
PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
PEARL L. DONNELLY,
DECEASED.

NO. 2024-PR-56
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to cred-
itors of the death of
Pearl L. Donnelly, of
Peru, lllinois. Letters
of Office were issued
on March 22, 2024, to
Cathy Galetti of Phoe-
nix, Arizona, as INDE-
PENDENT EXECU-
TOR, whose Attorneys
of record are SCHWE-
ICKERT  GANASSIN
KRZAK RUNDIO, LLP,
2101 MARQUETTE
ROAD, PERU, IL

61354.
Claims against the es-
tate may be e-filed in
the Office of the Circuit
Clerk, Probate Division,
LaSalle County Court-
house, 119 W. Madison
St., Ottawa, IL 61350,
or with the Represen-
tative, or both, within 6
months from the date of
the first publication of
this Notice. If the claim
notice is personally
mailed or delivered to
a creditor of the above
estate, the claim must
be filed in the above
entitled cause within 3
months from the date
of mailing or delivery,
whichever is later. Any
claims not filed within
the above periods are
barred.
E-filing is now manda-
tory for documents in
civil cases with limited
exceptions. To e-file,
you must first create an
account with an e-filing
service provider. Visit
https://efile.illinoiscorts.
gov/service-providers.
htm to learn more and
to select a service pro-
vider. If you need addi-
tional help or have trou-
ble e-filing, visit https://
www.illinoiscourts.gov/
FAQ/gethelp.asp.
Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be
mailed or delivered to
the Representative and
to the Attorney within 10
days after it has been
filed.
The estate will be ad-
ministered without court
supervision, unless
under Section 5/28-4
of the Probate Act (lIl.
Compiled Stat. 1992,
Ch. 758, par. 5/28-4)
any interested person
terminates independent
administration at any
time by mailing or deliv-
ering a petition to termi-
nate to the Circuit Clerk.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed with
the Office of the Circuit
Clerk, Probate Division,
LaSalle County Court-
house, 119 W. Madison
St., Ottawa, IL 61350 or
with the representative,
or both, or, if mailing
or delivery of a notice
from the representative
is required by Section
5/18-3 of the Probate
Act, the date stated in
that notice. Any claims
not filed on or before 6
months from the first
publication of this notice
are barred.
Dated: March 26, 2024
Greg Vaccaro
LaSalle County Circuit
Clerk
Ottawa, IL 61350
No. 0401
(April 3,
2024)
NOTICE
NOTICE FOR PUBLI-
CATION
No: 2020-JA-50
TO: Kjersten Minkler,
and other interest-
ed parties, and to All
Whom It May Concern:
Take notice that on
the 20th day of March,
2024 a petition to ter-
minate your parental
rights was filed under
the Juvenile Court Act
of 1987 by Vicki L. Den-

10 and 17,

ny, in the Circuit Court
of LaSalle

County entitled ‘In the
interest of Thor Cam-
eron, a minor’, and that
in the Criminal Justice
Center Courtroom 210
at Ottawa on the 26th
day of June, 2024, at the
hour of 1:30 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as this
cause may be heard,
a Termination Hearing
will be held upon the
petiton to have the
child declared a ward of
the court under that Act.
The Court has authori-
ty in this proceeding to
take from you the custo-
dy and guardianship of
the minor, to terminate
your parental rights and
to appoint a guardian
with power to consent
to adoption. You may
lose all parental rights
to your child. If the peti-
tion requests the termi-
nation of your parental
rights and the appoint-
ment of a guardian with
power to consent to
adoption, you may lose
all parental rights to the
child.

You are entitled to have
an attorney represent
you at all stages of
these proceedings. If
you are financially un-
able to afford a private
attorney, the court will
appoint an attorney for
you.

Unless you appear you
will not be entitled to
further written notices
or publication notices of
the proceedings in this
case, including the filing
of an amended petition
or a motion to terminate
parental rights.

Now, unless you appear
at the hearing and show
cause against the peti-
tion, the allegations of
the petition may.stand
admitted as against you
and an order or judg-
ment entered.

Dated April 2, 2024
Greg Vaccaro, Clerk
No. 0404

(April 3, 10, 17 and 24,
2024)

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS,
CIRCUIT COURT,
LASALLE COUNTY
Request of DENISE
MARIE SMARIO, an

Adult

Case Number 24MR30
There will be a court
date on my Request to
change my name from
Denise Marie Smario to
the new name of Hope
Paulee Mario

The court date will be
held on May 20, 2024
at 9:30 a.m. at 119 W
Madison, Ottawa, IL, in
Courtroom #204.

No. 0405
(April 3,
2024)

10 and 17,

NOTICE
Notice of Public

Hearing
The City of Mendota
Plan Commission will
hold a public hearing
at 5:30 P.M. on Thurs-
day, May 2nd, 2024 in
the City Council Cham-
bers at 607 8th Avenue,
Mendota, lllinois.
The agenda includes:
1. Consider a request
from Mary VanKeulen
and Butch VanKeulen
to subdivide Lot 2 of
Mendota ~ Community
Hospital 1st Subdivision
into two (2) lots. Cop-
ies of legal descriptions
and plat are on file and
available for inspection
at the City Clerk’s Office
located at 800 Wash-
ington Street, Mendota,
lllinois 61342.
2. Consider a request
from Eddie Diaz for the
following variances at
1314 Y2 Meriden Street:
a. Fire Code — Sprinkler
system
b. Zoning — Banquet
Hall in B-2
c. Parking — Reduce
the number of required
spaces.
No. 0408
(April 17, 2024)

NOTICE
OF STORAGE UNIT
AUCTION
Notice is hereby giv-
en that MATTHEW

CAMPBELL is indebted
to MENDOTA STOR-
AGE for past due rent
owed on Storage Unit
#S2. An auction will be
conducted at MENDO-
TA STORAGE at 251
4099TH Rd., Mendota,
IL 61342, (815) 942-
5848 on May 8, 2024
at 11:00 a.m. Auction is
subject to cancellation
in the event of a settle-
ment between Lessor
and obligated party.

No. 409

(April 14 and 24, 2024)

NOTICE
OF STORAGE UNIT

AUCTION
Notice is hereby given
that Steve Rosales is
indebted to MENDOTA
STORAGE for past due
rent owed on Storage
Unit #S15. An auction
will be conducted at
MENDOTA STORAGE
at 251 4099TH Rd.,
Mendota, IL 61342,
(815) 942-5848 on
May 8, 2024 at 11:00
a.m. Auction is subject
to cancellation in the
event of a settlement
between Lessor and
obligated party.
No. 0410
(April 14 and 24, 2024)

NOTICE
OF STORAGE UNIT

AUCTION
Notice is hereby given
that Dale Roedl is in-
debted to MENDOTA
STORAGE for past due
rent owed on Storage
Unit #S30. An auction
will be conducted at
MENDOTA STORAGE
at 251 4099TH Rd.,
Mendota, IL 61342,
(815) 942-5848 on
May 8, 2024 at 11:00
a.m. Auction is subject
to cancellation in the
event of a settlement
between Lessor and
obligated party.
No. 0411
(April 14 and 24, 2024)

NOTICE FOR
PUBLICATION
JUVENILE COURT
ACT OF 1965
NOTICE FOR PUBLI-

CATION

No: 2022-JA-46

TO: Amy Clay, other in-
terested parties, and to
All Whom It May Con-
cern:

Take notice that on the
7th day of November,
2022 a petition was
filed under the Juvenile
Court Act of 1987 by
Vicki L. Denny, in the
Circuit Court of LaSalle
County entitled ‘In the
interest of Gracelyn Ke-
arfott, a minor’, and that
in the Criminal Justice
Center Courtroom 223
at Ottawa on the 22nd
day of May, 2024, at the
hour of 8:30 a.m., or as
soon thereafter as this
cause may be heard,
an Adjudicatory Hear-
ing will be held upon
the petition to have the
child declared a ward of
the court under that Act.
The Court has authori-
ty in this proceeding to
take from you the custo-
dy and guardianship of
the minor, to terminate
your parental rights and
to appoint a guardian
with power to consent
to adoption. You may
lose all parental rights
to your child. If the peti-
tion requests the termi-
nation of your parental
rights and the appoint-
ment of a guardian with
power to consent to
adoption, you may lose
all parental rights to the
child.

You are entitled to have
an attorney represent
you at all stages of
these proceedings. If
you are financially un-
able to afford a private
attorney, the court will
appoint an attorney for
you.

Unless you appear you
will not be entitled to
further written notices
or publication notices of
the proceedings in this
case, including the filing
of an amended petition
or a motion to terminate
parental rights.

Now, unless you appear
at the hearing and show

cause against the peti-
tion, the allegations of
the petition may stand
admitted as against you
and an order or judg-
ment entered.

Dated: April 10, 2024
Greg Vaccaro / Clerk
No. 0412

(April 17, 2024)

101
LEGAL NOTICE

This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate  all  ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.

113
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies that do
business by  phone
can’'t ask you to pay for
credit before you get it.
For more information,
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message  from  your
hometown  newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

119
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate  all  ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.”

127
SERVICES AND
REPAIRS

Furman’s Lawn Care.
In business  since
1999, weekly mowing,
bushes, spring clean up
and much more. Fully
Insured, Free Estimates,
Call Jeremy Furman,
815-761-9619. Please
leave message and | will
return call ASAP.

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless
licensed or holding a
permit as a childcare
facility, may  cause
to be published any
advertisement  soliciting
a child care service. A
childcare facility that is
licensed or operating
under a permit issued by
the lllinois Department
of Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is

specifically licensed or
issued a permit. Your
Hometown  Newspaper

strongly urges any parent
or guardian to verify the
validity of the license of
any facility before placing
a child in its care.

301
ANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY:
Vintage Metal and Wood
Signs, Milk Bottles &
Local Advertising, Oak
Icebox, Iron Door Stop
and Antique Lighting...
Call Dick Harms at
815-562-2928 or email
dickharms @hotmail.com

ANTIQUES  WANTED:
| pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it’s antique, I'm
interested in looking! Call
815-562-2928 or email
dickharms @hotmail.com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

BUNDLED  Newspaper
-$3 per Bundle. End
Roll- Cost Depends on
Weight of Roll. Available
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171  (BAM-NOON

ONLY) Rochelle News

Leader.

SPLIT Firewood For Sale.
Contact 779-251-0254

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised herein s
subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act, which
makes it illegal to
advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination
based on race, color,
religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national
origin, or intention
to make any such
preferences, limitation or
discrimination. We will
not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate
which is in violation of
the law. All persons are
hereby informed that
dwellings advertised are
available on an equal
opportunity basis.

501
APARTMENTS FOR
RENT

2 Bedroom
Stove, Refrigerator,
Water, Sewer &
Garbage included.
$600.00/Month
Deposit &
Reference Required.

815-440-5086

03252024

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT:
MENDOTA

1 & 2 Bedrooms,

Appliances, A/C

203
HELP WANTED

Prime Solutions Inc.
815-690-4025 | Primesolutions1@hotmail.com

Full Remodeling * Services & Repairs « New Additions

Now Hiring
Prime Solutions Inc is hiring full time
carpenters. Experienced a plus but we will train the
right candidate. Please contact 815-690-4025.
Ask for Ken or email Ken@primesol.com

Follow us on at Prime Soluntions INC

ADVERTISE
WITH US

Not sure why
business is slow?

779-375-8932
815-498-2262 |

511
STORAGE UNITS

IS not just a saying in

business.

ADAM 815-830-4422
Janko Realty

MENDOTA STORAGE UNITS
210 N 4099th Rd., Mendota, II. 61342

A Advantage Property Mgmt
Reserve online at www.apm4rent.com

Avallable: Advertise today and let your
20X20 $195 [ 10X10 $100 . ey y
cal business be in sight and in the

TRACY 815-791-4582

minds of your customers.

601
VEHICLES FOR SALE

T E—

2022 Chevy 1500

Bluetooth, 13K Miles, White and More!

2023 Chevy 1500, Crew Cab, LTZ Z71, 4x4,

Sunroof, Blue.

2023 Chevy K-1500 Crew LT 4x4, Long
Box, Diesel, 70K Miles, White

2022 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ, 4WD,

Z71, 37K Miles, Blue,

2022 Chevy C-1500 Reg. Cab, 2WD, Long Box,
WT, Trir Pkg, 13K Miles, White....

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2021 Chevy K-1500 Custom 4x4 4cyl Turbo, 90K 2017 Buick Enclave, FWD, Leather, 62K Miles,

Miles

Regular Cab, 2WD, WT, Long Box, Bedliner,

2022 Chevy Equinox FWD LT, 42K Miles,

$51,900 Black

$39,900

2020 Chevy Equino

$45,900 63K Miles, Silver..........

2019 Chevy Blazer, 2LT, AWD, 69K Miles,
Maroon

$27,900 Tan $18,900

2017 Chevy K-1500 Crew LT, 4x4 66K Miles,

Maroon.

$28,900

VAESSEN
BROTHERS
CHEVROLET, INC.

“Great Deals - Great Service Since 1926

Ally Financing and
GMF Financing or Leasing

FIND

HIGHWAY 52
SUBLETTE, IL

www.vaessenbrothers.com Money Saver
Local News Updates
& So Much More

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied.
Subject to credit approval.

In Print & Online

815.539.9396
mendotareporter.com

ROADS ““=Spu

CHEVROLET




Wednesday, April 17, 2024

The Mendota Reporter e B7

S R N P R e N

’? WHO (AN DO IT? ’?

Bt | S RIS NS RGTSIERVIESDIRIE@ID R

AUTO DETAILING

AUTO REPAIR

@ Detailing

HAND WASH - FULL DETAIL
CERAMIC COATING

S0 _ 0

1204 6th Ave. Rt. 34 « Mendota, IL

(815) 252-9518 - (815) 539-9575

/

BIS-S3:I8-2412

307 Plaza Dr. » 815-538-2412

COMPLETE

AUTO REPAIR  C:fllSPtR=
SPECIALIZING IN: “_{/ ENGINES £ TRANSMISSIONS
Auto Transmission &

Computer Diagnostics

CABINETS AND STAIRS

STARVED
Sz RO CK
WOOD PRODUCTS
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinetry *

Millwork - Staircases &
Custom Projects

1605 Division St., Mendota
www.starvedrockwoodproducts.com

815-538-7797

FARM SERVICES/PLOWING

Custom Hay Baling,
Mowing, Raking

Hay, Straw,
Snow Plowing

SCHOENHOLZ
FARMS

Call or E-mail Matt for Prices
815-739-1994 or
m.schoenholz81@gmail.com

GROCERY STORE

We’re your full service
grocery store!

1102 Meriden St., Mendota * 815-539-9341
Open 6am-10pm 7 days a week

CARPENTRY

* New Homes
* Remodeling
« Kitchens

- Baths

+ Additions

CARPENTRY “+ Garages
* Drywall

815 539 7867
+ Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”

License #104005528

fwzeéa.fauquj

BANK

For all your home
loan needs, see

Anna Arteaga

NMLS #461075

1300 13th Ave.  Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 « www.eurekasavings.com

HEATING/COOLING PLUMBING

G

PI.IIMBII\IG & HEATING, INC.

" B Heating/Cooling ¢ Plumbing
- T We Sell & Service All
‘ Name Brand Appliances

815-882-2111
404 W Main St + McNabb
grassersplumbingheating.com

turn tothe experts

AUTO REPAIR

Dave Manion
ASE Master Certified
Technician

815-615-8600

ave Manion"AUto epalr

TN %

4177 E 050th Road, Mendota, IL 61342

ELECTRIC

I_f_j] Mathesius Electric LLC

Greg Mathesius

* Agricultural

Authorized Generac
Dealer and Services

 Commercial GENERAC
* Residential

815-884-9040
Earlville, lllinois

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
Sr. Vice President,
Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073 .

FIRST STATE BANK

o~ |

706 Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave., Mendota
815.539.3834 .
firststatebank.biz [»] m

Cory Biers
Sr.Vice President
NMLS#477892

Member !

L[]

Hector Diaz

Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet

Nissan - Chevrolet
3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 * Fax: 815-224-4288 « www.jpchevy.com

ELECTRIC SERVICES

GENERAC GENERAC
GENERATOR

SALES JDEELCHER
SERVICE, 309-246-2102
ANI] 1696 SLLIET[]ENF??HTE 17
INSTALLATION [T ey

Catherine Wasmer

Wasmer

FUNERAL HOME
Celebration-Of-Life-Center

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota
815-539-8500

FIRST STATE INSURANCE
Mendota ¢ Earlville

815-539-5651

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING
A

NORTHERN LIS

Industrial * Commermal Residential
For low pitched flat roofs

Featuring Duro-Last®

705 lllinois Ave. * 815-539-5142

License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

MOVERS

Meyers will
move for you!

Quick, clean, courteous
and careful...
Give us a call to move your
household!

HWY 251 S. « MENDOTA
815-539-6263

| PmzZERIA |
W Sicily Pizzeria..=
Pizza * Pasta * Subs q
Every Thursday get an
Xlg-1 topping pizza for
$19.99

709 13th Ave. « Mendota, Illinois

815-539-5560 « 815-539-7550
Tuesday- Thursday 4pm - 9pm | Friday and Saturday 4pm - 10pm

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-9325
Jim Stremlau

Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

Nightengales

Thrift Shop

108 lefferson St, Mendota

1st and 3rd

Saturday -
/2 0ff

L e
Craftworks
Custom Homes
Local Remodeling & Home

Repair
+ Decks

« Additions
Dan Truckenbrod

« Roofing
« Siding

Call us for a free estimate for all your
general contracting needs

815-780-0259 | Craftworkscustomhomes@yahoo.com

%ﬂwfyf (Vi@e

A Retirement Community
Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.
Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295

Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker -

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

e STIHL
3%\% {BHusqvarna
205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225

mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com
SALES & -stihl Outdaor Power Equipment

SERVICE »Husqvarny Mowers

+ Dixon ZIR Parts

TRANSPORTATION

Mendota
55 Area Senior
Services

Programs & Services:
+ Transportation Services
+ Caregiver Support & Services
+ Options Counseling

+ Educational Opportunities
(Computer Lab & Resource
Center)

+ Lending Closet + Advocacy
+ Senior Health Insurance + Information & Assistance
Program + Congregate Meal Site

+ Senior Center

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 + mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

\

INSURED
AND K

BONDED f

FREE
ESTIMATES

JAKE 815-303-3751
JORDAN 815-252-3521

Advertise Your
Business Here!

Call For Info:
(815)539-9396
\'% ~
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e Distracted Driving

lllinois law prohibits the use of handheld cellphones, texting or using other electronic communications while operating a motor
vehicle. Hands-free devices or Bluetooth technology is allowed for persons age 19 and older.

lllinois law prohibits the use of headsets while driving. Headsets are defined as any device, other than a hearing aid, that allows
a person to hear or receive electronic communications. The use of a single-sided headset or earpiece with a wireless/cellphone
device is permitted while driving. Motorcycle, motor-driven cycle and moped operators may use intercom helmets, which permit
a driver and/or passengers to speak to one another.

Using hands-free technology such as a headset or voice activated controls is considered a distraction while driving and can be
dangerous. If a driver must make a phone call, even with hands-free technology, it is recommended the driver pull off to the side
of the road before making the call. Using a cellphone while holding the device and utilizing the speaker phone is not considered
hands free and is a violation of lllinois law.

The only time an lllinois driver can use a cellphone that is not hands free is:

¢ To report an emergency situation.

* While parked on the shoulder of a roadway.

* While stopped due to normal traffic being obstructed and the vehicle is in neutral or park.

If you are in a crash with a motor vehicle, bicyclist, pedestrian or any road user caused by distracted driving, you may face
criminal penalties and incarceration.

® Scott’s Law, the Move Over Law
Scott’s Law, named after Lieutenant Scott Gillen of the Chicago Fire Department who was struck and killed while assisting
at a crash on the Dan Ryan Expressway, requires that, when approaching any emergency vehicle stopped along the roadway
(including construction vehicles and equipment), you must reduce your speed, change lanes if possible, and proceed with
caution.

e Safety Belt Law, Child Passenger Protection Act
Safety belts save thousands of lives each year. lllinois law requires all drivers and passengers to buckle up, regardless of where
they sit in a vehicle.

The Child Passenger Protection Act requires all children under age 8 be properly secured in an appropriate child safety restraint
system. This includes the use of booster seats, which must only be used with a lap/shoulder safety belt. If the back seat of the
vehicle is not equipped with lap/shoulder type safety belts, a child weighing more than 40 pounds may be transported in the
back seat without a booster seat, secured with a lap belt only. Effective January 1, 2019, lllinois law requires children to be
properly secured in a rear-facing child restraint system until age 2 unless they weigh more than 40 pounds or are more than 40
inches tall.

® Don’t Drink and Drive
Alcohol is a factor in nearly half of all fatal motor vehicle crashes. If you plan to drink, designate a driver who won‘t drink.

Avoid impaired drivers. If you notice a vehicle straddling the center line, weaving, making wide turns, stopping abruptly or
responding slowly to traffic signals, the driver may be impaired. Steer clear of the vehicle by pulling off the side of the road or
exiting at the nearest intersection or exit. If it appears that an oncoming vehicle is crossing into your lane, pull over, sound your
horn and flash your lights. If you encounter a suspected impaired driver, safely pull off to the side of the road and contact police
immediately.

For more information on traffic safety tips and laws, please consult the lllinois Rules of
the Road booklet at www.ilsos.gov.
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City of Mendota
800 Washington St.
Mendota
815-539-7459

FIRST STATE BANK

706 Washington St. and
MEMBER 1403 13th Ave.» Mendota

FDIC ~ 815.538.2265 %5 | | 1102 Meriden St. » Mendota ¢ 815-539-9341

l% s | Setchell Agency, Litd.

Sublette, IL

815-343-8047
* 24/7 Light/Medium Duty Towing Programs & Services:
MobileE?g?:E:i Repair « Transportation Services + Senior Health Insurance Programe
. ) " + Caregiver Support & Services Educational Opportunities (Computer Lab &
’ Et“j:?:;g;‘ffj;ﬁj; gzﬁ'j;f;ce + Options Counseling Resource Center) 6 1 8 6th Street
AT + Lending Closet + Congregate Meal Site Mendota

+ Advocacy + Senior Center

+ Information & Assistance 8 1 5—539—93 1 1

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL

+ Lock Out Service
« Secure Impound Yard

04172024

104192023

FI N AN CI A L - First State Bank of Van Orin

CREDITIUNION 200 N Main St. » 815-638-2111

Your full-service, member-owned financial Member FDIC
FIRST STATE INSURANCE institution. Membership open to the community. Malden B anking Center
715 Washington St. « Mendota WWW-ﬁnancialpluMsgrg _ 302 W. Main St. » 815-643-2121
endota * Peru ¢ Ottawa
Member FDIC

8 1 5'539'565 1 ESi EV)éijRSA?VEPARE Morris ® Diamond
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OMPLETE AUTO REPAIR SPECIALIZING IN:

Auto Transmission & Computer Diagnostics

- X _

Dave Manion
ASE Master Certified Technician

815-615-8600 4266 E.

Fourth Road
Mendota
815-539-5321

307 Plaza Drive
Mendota, IL

@ VS PERT

ENGINESTRANSNISSIONS

815-538-2412
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David ur'ar' :

"GREAT DEALS - GREAT SERVICE PN
SINCE 1926" Al Owner £ - X
VAESSEN _ 815-539-6075 [NNIEAR
m BROTHERS . Fax 815-539-7733
CHEVROLET, INC. . DISTBAGTEB
HIGHWAY 52 PO Box 272 .
SUBLETTE, IL 61367 306 Plaza Drive [ .
800-227-5203 ] ‘ 03

Mendota, IL 61342

david@furarsbodyshop.comcastbiz.net |

- : ok

Mendon Bk I (|t

Lodge #1212 % | s focused
707 Indiana Ave. : behind the wheel.
Mendota "

815-538-3557
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