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ZBA approves variance for new home Survey: Illinois 
teacher shortage 
persists

Chamber 
2024 
Business 
Expo
Members of DeWitt 
County EMS partic-
ipated March 28 in 
the annual Clinton 
Chamber of Commerce 
& Tourism Bureau’s 
Business Expo.  See 
more photos from the 
event on A9-10.

Gordon Woods / Journal

CLINTON — The 
DeWitt County Coalition, 
a network of local 
social service agencies, 
will return to in-person 
meetings after a period of 
virtual gatherings. 

DeWitt County Coalition 
will meet from noon-1 p.m. 
on April 10 at the DeWitt 
County Extension Offi ce, 
8425 Katie Rd., in Clinton. 
The virtual option will 

continue to be available 
for participants unable to 
attend in person.

Area social service 
agencies serving DeWitt 
County residents make up 
the coalition, which is an 
opportunity to network and 
share resources. The public 
and new organizations are 
always welcome to attend. 

         COALITION / A2

DeWitt County Coalition 
connects local service agencies

Board also recommends two special use permits
Gordon Woods
gwoods@theclintonjournal.com

CLINTON — The 
DeWitt County Zoning 
Board of Appeals (ZBA) 
on Monday reviewed and 
approved a trio of cases.

First on the agenda was 
county resident David 
Donnelly, who applied for 
a variance to reduce the 
road frontage requirement 
in order to build a second 
home on property he owns.

Donnelly said he had an 
easement accessing the 
property and wanted to 
build a second home.

“It’s an in-law house is 
what I’m looking at for 
us to retire in,” Donnelly 
said.  

Donnelly owns 20 acres 
that currently has a home 
built in 1910.

“It’s just a small house, 
so traffi c shouldn’t be 
affected,” Donnelly said, 
referring to the planned 
new home.

He said his two neighbors 
had no objections to the 
new construction.  His 
property is accessed 
by a lane on the south 
portion off of Kleemann 
Road.  The lane would be 
extended to reach the new 
house.

ZBA members concluded 
the application met the 
necessary criteria.  The 
board voted unanimously 
to approve Donnelly’s 
application.

In the next case, Rob 
Williamson sought a 

special use permit to build 
a structure on his property 
for his excavating and 
farm drainage business.

Williamson owns 84 
acres upon which a 30-
acre parcel would be used 
for the new construction, 
concrete fl oor building, 
which he would use as 
a machine shed and for 
equipment storage.

He said he expected work 
on the building would 
begin in June or July.

                 See ZBA / A6

Gordon Woods
gwoods@theclintonjournal.com

CLINTON — The county 
board considered a number 
of expenditures during its 
March 21 meeting.

Board members looked 
at a bid from Jason’s Lawn 
Service for $35,360. 

“This is for the 
landscaping project outside 

of our building here,” 
said Jamie Prestegaard, 
who gave the property 
committee report.  

Prestegaard asked fi rst for 
the motion to be amended 
because one of the costs 
contained in the bid was 
inadvertently omitted from 
the amount refl ected on the 
agenda.

    See PROPERTY / A7

County board reviews bid, 
approves expenditures

Peter Hancock 
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – 
Illinois continues to suffer 
from a shortage of teachers 
and other education 
professionals, although 
recent efforts by the state 
to ease the strain have 
made an impact. 

See TEACHERS / A15

www.clintonilchamber.com

100 S. Center Street
Suite 101

Clinton, Illinois 61727
217-935-3364
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Alex Barringer
Emilie Bazer
Noah Burris
Lydia Cahill
Mason Costello

Grace Duke
Carley Earle
Riley Fentress
Missy Hale
Asher Hitchings

Heidi Humble 
Brock Newberry
Karla Ramirez
Phoenix Scott
Miranda Stanek

Olivia Witts
Halle Wrage

Courtesy of Clinton High School

ACES Academic Challenge
Clinton High School students recently competed in the ACES Academic Challenge. Students tested in the areas of 
Biology, Chemistry, Computer Science, Engineering Graphics, English, Mathematics, and Physics.  They are current-
ly waiting for the results of the competition. Team members include: 

Inductees
Emily Atten
Elayna Baker

CHS National Honor Society induction
The Clinton Journal 

recently published group 
photos of the current 
members and new 
inductees of the CHS 
National Honor Society 
chapter.

Names were not available 
at press time, so we now 
present them here,

Emilie Bazer
Adyson Beebe
Sienna Brinkoetter
Avarie Brown
Paislea Brown
Riley Fentress
Keaton Graves
Emma Hart
Alania Helfand
Asher Hitchings
Abel Koritz 
Maddison Koyak
Miley Koyak
Jackson Manning
Margaret Martin
Mckegan Morgan
Abigail Moser
Logan Newberg 
Reed Notaro
Zackary Potts 
Owen Rexshell
Nolan Rhodes 
Jarrett Turney

Abby Van Zee 
Leilani Visinia
Colton Walker 
Savanna Williamson
Brock Wilson

Current members
Barringer, John
Barton, Kylie
Cahill, Lydia
Carter, Macy
Cicenas, Alexander
Cluver, Brooks
Cornwell, Kaylee
Dalton, Noah
Douglas, Addison
Duke, Grace
Earle, Carley
Fatheree, Jordan
Filkin, Regan
Foehr, Leah
Gobel, Kate
Graves, Dawson

Guerrero, Lesley
Hale, Melissa
Helfand, Alyvia
Hemphill, Amerie
Holland, Sophia
Howell, Davis
Humble, Heidi
Koeppel, Makayla
Koritz, Adeline
Leonard, Maddison
Mills, Sarah
Morrison, Brielle
Moser, Drew
Ramirez, Karla
Reeves, Brooke
Reynolds, Carly
Stanek, Miranda
Thrasher, Talan
West, Mckinley
Young, Ellie
Campos, Gisela

CLINTON — Agencies 
serving DeWitt, Macon, 
and Piatt Counties, need 
male counselors for 4-H 
Camp in Monticello for 
this summer’s season. 

They must be age 16 and 
older and will work seven  
weeks of summer. Meals 
are provided. 

Junior counselors (16-
17 years old) would 

earn $2,664, and senior 
counselors (18+ years old) 
would earn $3,024.

More details and 
applications are available 
at 4h.extension.illinois.
edu/events/4-h-memorial-
c a m p / e m p l o y m e n t -
opportunities. 

For questions, contact 
contact Andy Davis, 
director at 4-H Camp.

4-H Camp in search
of summer counselors

CLINTON — The DeWitt 
County Genealogical 
Society will hold its April 
meeting on Tuesday, 
April 9, at 4 p.m. in the 
genealogy room of the 
Vespasian Warner Public 
Library.  

Don Chamberlain will 
present “General Grant in 
St. Louis, Cairo, and the 
Battle of Belmont.”  

Members and the general 
public are all welcome to 
attend.

Special program at Genealogical 
Society meeting April 9

CLINTON — The United 
Women in Faith will host 
their annual rummage 
sale at the Clinton United 
Methodist Church on 
Thursday, April 11 from  
4-6:30 p.m. and on Friday, 
April 12 from 8 a.m.-2 
p.m. with a special half-
price session from noon-2 
p.m. 

On Saturday, from 8 
a.m.-11 a.m., there will be 

a $2 fee to enter the sale 
but shopper can make as 
many trips to their cars as 
needed.

The sale will include a 
large variety of children’s 
and adult clothing, jewelry 
and other accessories, 
household items, books, 
puzzles, games, holiday 
decorations, linens, purses, 
shoes, and children’s toys.

United Women in Faith 
sale April 11 & 12

www.theclintonjournal.com

The group meets on the 
second Wednesday of each 
month from noon to 1 p.m.

“DeWitt County 
Coalition is a great way 
to learn about services 
and resources around 

the county,” said Caitlin 
Mellendorf, nutrition 
and wellness educator. 
“Many partnerships and 
collaborations have been 
made at meetings.”

Anyone interested in 

attending is not required to 
sign up in advance. 

For more information, 
contact Caitlin Mellendorf 
at 217-877-6042 or 
chuth2@illinois.edu.

Coalition / from A1

We install at every cemetery within 75 miles from Clinton.

Present this ad and receive a 
15% DISCOUNT

1160 Route 54 West • Clinton, IL • 217-935-9434
Please call to schedule an appointment

1 Block up from Clinton Antique Mall across from CASEYS

CLASSIC MONUMENT CO.

Planning now is always better. 
We make this simple and easy.

SAVE HUNDREDS
ON CEMETERY MONUMENTS

Mon - Fri 9am-5pm • Sat 8am-4pm

02
23
20
24

Visit our monument display in Clinton at The Flower Corner
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Gordon Woods
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CLINTON — Clifford 
Eugene Carter, 84, of 
Clinton, passed away at 
1:46 a.m. on March 29, 
2024, at HSHS St. Mary’s 
Hospital, Decatur.

Graveside services will 
be conducted at 1 p.m. on 
Thursday, April 4, 2024, at 
the Heyworth Cemetery, 
Heyworth, with Pastor 
Spencer McPheron and 
the Rev. Richard Gray 
offi ciating. The family 
entrusted Calvert Funeral 
Home, Clinton, with 
arrangements.

Memorials may be 
directed to the Full Gospel 
Tabernacle, Heyworth.

Clifford was born on July 
21, 1939, in Clinton, the 
son of George and Gladys 
(Nelson) Carter.

He married Mary L. 
Frisby on February 4, 
1963, in Trenton, Ga.

Survivors include his 
wife, Mary L. Carter, 
Clinton; brother-in-law, 
Donald Byrd, Heyworth, 
along with several nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents.

Clifford was a member of 
the Full Gospel Tabernacle 
in Heyworth.  He worked 
as a machinist at Eureka 
Company, in Bloomington.

Online condolences 
may be made at www.
calvertmemorial.com

Clifford Eugene Carter

Carl Thomas ‘Tommy’Burrell
EDINBURG, Ill. — Carl 

Thomas “Tommy” Burrell, 
47, of Edinburg, Ill., 
passed away at 6:13 a.m. 
on December 10, 2023, 
at St. John’s Hospital, 
Springfi eld, after battling 
an illness.

Tommy was born 
on March 3, 1976, in 
Jacksonville, the son 
of Thomas and Vicky 
Beery-Burrell. He married 
Melissa Southard on May 
22, 1998, in Springfi eld. 
She survives. 

Also surviving are 
daughters Kayla (Jon) 
Burrell-Clark, of Edinburg, 
Tabitha Burrell, of Auburn, 
and Olivia Burrell (Tommy 
Howie), of Champaign; fi ve 
granddaughters, Addison, 
Aria, Hadley, Jenaveve 
and Harper; mother Vicky 
(Rick) Burrell; father Tom 
(Karen) Burrell; sisters 
Sherry (Brett) Tjarks, of 
Bay Minette, Ala.; Leann 
(John) McWhorter, of 
Petersburg Ill., and brother 
Zac (Jesse) Burrell, of 
Loami, Ill., along with 
brothers-in-law, sisters-in-
law, aunts, uncles, nieces, 

nephews and cousins 
He was preceded in 

death by his maternal 
grandparents, the Rev. 
Carl and Karen Beery, and 
his paternal grandparents 
Carl and Eileen Burrell; 
his mother and father-in-
law George and Maggie 
Southard and brother- in-
law Joe Mabrey. 

Tommy graduated from 
Auburn High School in 
1994 and was employed 
for the past 25 years in 
the golfi ng industry. He 
enjoyed hunting, watching 
sports and was an avid 
Chicago Bears, Illini and 
St Louis Cardinals fan.

Graveside service at 3 
p.m. on April 5 at West 
Woodlawn Cemetery.

Contact: Sophie Becker, Eastern 
Illinois Foodbank, 217-328-3663 
When: Saturday, April 20 2024
Where: DeWitt County

DeWitt County –  Eastern Illinois 
Foodbank (EIF) is distributing food to 
area families facing food insecurity. 

The Foodmobile will travel 
throughout DeWitt County on April 

20 with distribution sites and times 
and for each town listed at https://
www.eifoodbank.org/help/mobile.
html. Those attending are asked to 
bring boxes or bags to transport food.  

The distribution is part of the 
Foodbank’s Foodmobile Program, 
a system of mobile food pantries 
designed to help bring nutritious food 
to rural or underserved areas. 

Those planning to attend should 
pre-register at www.EIFclient.com, 
although doing so does not guarantee 
a place in line. Income guidelines are 
as follows: 

 Updates regarding future food 
distributions can be found at the 
Foodbank’s website at www.
eifoodbank.org.

Eastern Ill. ‘Foodmobile’ in DeWitt County April 20

DECATUR — Red Cross 
reminds solar eclipse 
viewers to prepare for 
travel delays and follow 
safe viewing protocols 

Portions of Southern 
Illinois could see an infl ux 
of over 300,000 visitors for 
the event 

On April 8, some 31 
million people living 
in a 100-plus-mile path 
stretching from Texas 
to Maine will be able to 
witness a rare total solar 
eclipse, while people in 
all contiguous U.S. states 
will be able to see at least 
a partial eclipse. The 
path of totality will pass 
through the state as much 
of Southern Illinois will be 
able to experience a total 
eclipse. 

Compared to the most 
recent solar eclipse, in 
August 2017, the viewing 
path for the 2024 total 
eclipse is wider and passes 
over more cities and 
densely populated areas. 
The upcoming eclipse is 
also expected to last almost 
twice as long, at about 4.5 
minutes. 

During the eclipse, it’s 
estimated that portions of 
Southern Illinois could see 

an infl ux of over 300,000 
people into the area to view 
the event in its totality. A 
large number of people 
estimated to travel to view 
the eclipse could lead to 
major traffi c issues and 
potential fuel shortages. 
Communication systems 
may also experience 
disruptions due to 
heightened demand. 

Areas of Illinois that 
could receive the largest 
number of travelers include 
Carbondale, Mt. Vernon, 
Effi ngham and much of the 
southern tip of the state. 

Leading up to the 
eclipse, the Red Cross 
has coordinated with 
local emergency agencies 
along the viewing path to 
ensure we are collectively 
prepared. This planning is a 
standard part of our regular 
collaboration with local 
emergency management 
offi cials regarding large-
scale public events.  

If requested by local 
authorities, the Red Cross 

is prepared to shelter and 
feed those who might be 
displaced by disasters, 
residential fi res or other 
events.  

The Red Cross and 
emergency offi cials are 
urging those planning to 
travel for the eclipse to 
be prepared by doing the 
following: 

• Pack an emergency kit in 
case you get stuck in traffi c 
or can’t fi nd a place to stay. 
This kit should include 
water, nonperishable 
food, a fl ashlight, battery-
powered radio, fi rst aid 
kit, medications, supplies 
for an infant if applicable, 
a multi-purpose tool, 
personal hygiene items 
including toilet paper, cell 
phone chargers, extra cash, 
blankets, maps of the area 
and emergency contact 
information.  

• Check the weather 
forecast ahead of time and 
plan accordingly.  

• Keep your gas tank full 
so you don’t run out while 

stuck in traffi c.  
• Let family or friends 

know where you are going 
and the route you plan to 
take to get there.  

• Pick an easy to 
remember meeting location 
if someone gets separated 
from your group. 

• Make a plan for where 
you’ll stay overnight, if 
needed.  

Remember that looking 
directly at the sun is unsafe. 
NASA recommends 
eclipse eyewear with an 
IOS compliance label, or 
standard, of 12312-2.  

Download the free Red 
Cross First Aid app so 
you’ll know what to do if 
emergency help is delayed 
and the free Emergency 
app for weather alerts, open 
Red Cross shelter locations 
and safety steps for 
different emergencies. Find 
these apps in smartphone 
app stores by searching for 
the American Red Cross or 
going to redcross.org/apps. 

Be prepared if you travel for the solar eclipse 

0315201902072020

The Bounce Back Team
believes rehabilitation 
must be a partnership. 
Together, we can get you 
started on the road to 
recovery. Let us show you 
how to bounce back!

Liberty Village of ClintonLiberty Village of Clinton
1 Park Lane West1 Park Lane West

217-935-8500 • www.libertyvillageofclinton.com217-935-8500 • www.libertyvillageofclinton.com
A Not-For-Profit Provider

SPECIALIZING IN
Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy 
Stroke Rehab | Massage Therapy
Joint Replacement Rehab | Outpatient

CJFILL

Read For
Enjoyment

Information

SUBSCRIBE
NOW

935-3171
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OPINION
HISTORY
ALMANAC

The Clinton Journal accepts 
responsibly written letters covering 

topics of interest to our readers.  Letters 
must be the original works of their 
senders.

The Journal does not publish 
anonymous letters.  Letters submitted for 
publication must include the name of the 
author, address and telephone number.  
Addresses and telephone numbers will 
not be published.

The editor and manager reserve the right 
to edit letters for length and/or content 
and to publish letters using any Journal 
platform, i.e. print newspaper, Web site or 
other electronic delivery method.

Readers should keep in mind that 
letters published are the opinions of their 
authors, are not news reports and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of this 
newspaper its staff or its advertisers.

The Journal does not certify information 

used in letters but will remove any 
passages it considers potentially libelous.

Election letters:  The Journal will accept 
for a fee letters from private citizens 
endorsing candidates or ballot measures.  
There will be a charge of $20 for up to 
250 words for these types of letters.

Candidates must purchase political 
advertising.

Clinton Journal letter policy

1908 - The Japanese Army 
reached the Yalu River as 
the Russians retreated.

1919 - Eamon de Valera be-
came president of Ireland.

1923 - Firestone Tire and 
Rubber Company began 
the first regular production 
of balloon tires.

1930 - Mahatma Ghandi 
defied British law by making 
salt in India.

1933 - The first operation to 
remove a lung was per-
formed at Barnes Hospital 
in St. Louis, MO.

1941 - German commandos 
secured docks along the 
Danube River in prepara-
tion for Germany’s invasion 
of the Balkans.

1951 - Americans Julius 
and Ethel Rosenberg were 
sentenced to death for 
committing espionage for 
the Soviet Union.

1953 - Jomo Kenyatta was 
convicted and sentenced 
to 7 years in prison for 
orchestrating the Mau-Mau 
rebellion in Kenya.

1955 - Winston Churchill 
resigned as British prime 
minister.

1984 - Kareem Abdul-Jab-
bar (Los Angeles Lakers) 
became the all-time NBA 
regular season scoring 
leader when he broke Wilt 
Chamberlain’s record of 
31,419 career points.

1985 - John McEnroe said 
“any man can beat any 
woman at any sport, espe-
cially tennis.”

1986 - A discotheque in 
Berlin was bombed by 
Libyan terrorists. The U.S. 
attacked Libya with war-
planes in retaliation on April 
15, 1986.

1987 - FOX Broadcast-
ing Company launched 
“Married....With Children” 
and “The Tracey Ullman 
Show”. The two shows were 
the beginning of the FOX 
lineup.

1989 - In Poland, accords 
were signed between Soli-
darity and the government 
that set free elections for 
June 1989. The eight-year 
ban on Solidarity was also 
set to be lifted.

1998 - The Akashi Kaikyo 
Bridge in Japan opened be-
coming the largest suspen-
sion bridge in the world. It 
links Shikoku and Honshu. 
The bridge cost about $3.8 
billion.

1999 - Two Libyans sus-
pected of bombing a Pan 
Am jet in 1988 were handed 
over so they could be flown 
to the Netherlands for trial. 
270 people were killed in 
the bombing.

Karl Marx would be 
proud. Bernie Sanders has 
proposed taking another step 
toward the philosopher’s 
envisioned utopia by 
proposing to mandate a 
four-day workweek. 

Marx wrote how in 
communist society, workers 
would be liberated to “hunt 
in the morning, fish in the 
afternoon, raise cattle in 
the evening, criticize after 
dinner, just as I have in mind, 
without ever becoming 
hunter, fisherman, shepherd 
or critic.” 

Needless to say, that’s not 
how communism turned 
out. Yet the belief that work 
is basically a capitalist 
imposition that is unnatural 
and bad for people still holds 
sway on the left, and Sanders 
is, accordingly, proposing to 
move from a 40-hour to a 
32-hour workweek to make 
us healthy, wealthy and 
wise.

“It is time to reduce the 
stress level in our country 
and allow Americans to 
enjoy a better quality of 
life,” the Vermont socialist 
insists. “It is time for a 32-
hour workweek with no loss 
in pay.” 

The last clause is the key 
one. If everyone can work 
less and produce and earn 
exactly the same, why not? 
And if this is possible, why 
stop at four days a week? 
It’d be positively cruel to 
make someone work four 
days when they can work 
three days with the same 
outcomes. 

Of course, the promise that 

we can work less and make 
the same is the socialist 
equivalent of Mexico will 
pay for the border wall. It’s 
not just promising a free 
lunch, but a free breakfast, 
lunch and dinner, with room 
service delivering a late-
night snack gratis.

What we earn is not an 
arbitrary number, but is 
linked to what we produce. 
To simplify, if everyone 
were to work 20% less 
without becoming any more 
productive, GDP would 
decline by 20%. The pie 
would shrink, even though 
Sanders is saying everyone’s 
slice would -- impossibly -- 
be just as big.

It’s certainly true that 
Americans work more than 
people in other countries. 
France has a much-vaunted 
35-hour workweek, although 
that stricture only applies to 
blue-collar workers. Still, 
France works less than we 
do, and -- in a sign that 
basic economic laws aren’t 
so easily suspended -- its 
workers make less money. 
The average net disposable 
household income in 
France, according to The 
Week magazine, is $34,375 
a year, whereas it is $51,147 
in the U.S.

If Sanders were being 
honest and weren’t a 
socialist, he’d say he has a 
great deal for Americans 
-- they can work less and 
become poorer. There 
probably wouldn’t be many 
takers. 

Sanders complains that 
American workers are 

400% more 
p r o d u c t i v e 
than they were 
in the 1940s, 
yet they are 
still working 
long hours. 
Over time, 
though, we 
have worked 
less. In 1830, 
the average working week 
was more than 70 hours, 
and over the course of the 
next century, it dropped by 
almost half. 

If we were all content 
with 1940s living standards, 
maybe we could go all the 
way and adopt a two-day 
workweek. From a 21st-
century perspective, though, 
returning to 1940s-era 
housing, plumbing, 
technology, transportation 

a n d 
h e a l t h 
c a r e 
w o u l d 
feel like 

impoverishment, and it 
would be. 

What Sanders misses, as 
economics writer David 
Bahnsen argues in his new 
book “Full Time: Work and 
the Meaning of Life,” is that 
work is good for us, indeed 
an inherent part of the 
human condition. Moreover, 
the problem isn’t that 
Americans work too much, 
but that too many Americans 
aren’t working at all. Noting 

the long-term decline in 
labor-force participation, 
Bahnsen points out that 
if the participation rate 
were the same as it was 
in 2000, an additional 10 
million Americans would be 
working, with a concomitant 
increase in goods and 
services. 

In short, the Sanders idea 
is a frank expression of 
economic illiteracy. Instead 
of working so hard to 
propose and publicize such 
baldly ludicrous ideas, it’d 
be better for everyone if the 
senator found more time for 
leisure pursuits and resolved 
to put in fewer hours on the 
job. 

Rich Lowry is editor of the 
National Review.

(c) 2024 by King Features 
Synd., Inc.

The absurd four-day workweek
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ton, D.C. 20510
(202) 224-2854
(202) 228-0618 FAX

Rep. Mary Miller
Washington, D.C. office
1740 Longworth House Office 
Building
Washington, DC  20515
Phone: (202) 225-5271
Fax: (202) 225-5880

ILLINOIS GOVERNMENT
Gov. J.B. Pritzker

207 Statehouse
Springfield, IL. 62706
(217) 782-6830

87th District Rep.
William Hauter
Springfield Office:
207-N Stratton Office Building
Springfield, IL   62706
(217) 782-0221
District Office:
133 S. Main Street
Ste. A
Morton, IL  61550
(309) 819-8701
Email: hauter@ilhousegop.org

88th District State Rep.
Dan Caulkins
Springfield Office:
205 A-N Stratton Office Building
Springfield, IL   62706
(217) 782-8163

District Office:
715 West Imboden Drive
Decatur, IL  62521
(217) 876-1968
(217) 876-1973 FAX

44th District State Sen.
Sally Turner
Springfield Office:
Senator 44th District
Stratton Office Building
Section B, Office D
Springfield, IL   62706
(217) 782-6216
 District Office:
120 S. McLean St
Suite A
Lincoln, IL  62656
(217) 651-8291

ELECTED OFFICIALS

OPINION / COLUMNS

Selena Higgins
Social Security district 
manager, Normal

Want to learn how to spot 
fake Social Security social 
media accounts?  The tips 
below will help you protect 
yourself and your family.    

How fraudsters create 
imposter accounts

Fraudsters create 
imposter social media 
pages and accounts using 
Social Security-related 
images and vocabulary, 
making them appear as 
if they’re associated with 
or endorsed by us.  They 
also create imposter social 
media pages of Social 
Security and OIG officials, 
such as the Commissioner 
or the Inspector General. 

Protect your personally 
identifiable information

We will never ask for 
sensitive information 
through social media as 
these channels are not 
secure. Sometimes, users 
are asked to enter their 
financial information, 
Social Security number 
(SSN), or other sensitive 
information.  This is a red 
flag, and often an indication 
of a fraudulent account. 

How to spot a fake social 
media account

Identifying an imposter 
account may seem difficult 
at first, but there are a few 
things you can look for 
right away.  You will want 
to focus on the following:

• How many people 
follow the imposter page. 
In most cases, fake pages 
have a very low number of 
followers as compared to 
Social Security’s official 
page.

• I m p r o p e r 
punctuation.

• Links to pages not 
on SSA.gov.

• Advertisements 
for forms or other Social 
Security documents for a 
price.

• Incorrect social 

media handles. To view 
the list of our official 
social media channels, 
we encourage you to visit 
www.ssa.gov/socialmedia. 

Please report suspected 
Social Security imposter 
scams — and other Social 
Security fraud — to the 
OIG’s website at oig.ssa.
gov/report.  You can find 
more information about 
scams on our Protect 
Yourself from Scams 
webpage at www.ssa.gov/
scam. 

Please share this 
information with your 
friends, family, and 
colleagues to help spread 
awareness about imposter 
social media accounts.

How to spot an imposter social media account

You hate to learn of it, 
but per a Department of 
Veterans Affairs Office of 
Inspector General (OIG) 
report, a former veteran 
who worked at a VA 
hospital was found guilty 
of stealing money out of 
patient accounts. It came 
about when the sister of a 
deceased veteran checked 
her brother’s account and 
discovered the missing 
funds. An investigation 
showed that the thief was 
stealing from accounts 
where the veteran was 
unable to appear in person 
at the cashier window 
to withdraw money due 
to illness and tried to 
blame the missing funds 

on someone using fake 
identification. All he got for 
his crimes was six months 
in jail and six months with 
an ankle bracelet at home.

An elderly veteran lost 
his foot due to deficient 
podiatry care. The whole 
sorry mess involved 
defective specialty diabetic 
shoes, blocked blood flow 
to the leg, a patient fall 
due to the shoes, lack of 
patient education, lack of 
communication among 
staff ... and ended with 
amputation of the patient’s 
foot.

There was enough blame 
to go around, but nobody to 
throw in jail. The podiatrist 
didn’t adequately instruct 

on the proper fitting of 
the shoes. The fall wasn’t 
correctly reported because 
the safety officer was new. 
It could not be determined 
who did/didn’t warn the 
patient about possible 
amputation. And so on. 

But not all OIG 
investigations are so 
serious. There was the VA 
employee auction of VA 
property, which was for the 
purpose of gathering funds 
for employee activities and 
parties. When purchasing 

agents placed orders for 
supplies, sometimes there 
were freebies or incentives 
sent by the manufacturer 
when the order was large 
enough. The employees 
would then auction off the 
extra goods, which were 
government property. It 
appears that the auctioning 
of the freebies had gone 
on for many years, with 
nobody admitting to 
the OIG that the vendor 
was selected because of 
the freebies they would 
get. The bulk of the free 
goodies were big-name 
expensive coolers.

(c) 2024 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

The OIG in our corner

Months ago I’d made 
my resolutions list for 
2024, carefully picking 
options that I could surely 
accomplish this year. I 
chose things like adopting 
a kitten pal for my cat, 
selling my father’s coin 
collection, and hiring my 
handyman neighbor to 
paint the bathroom.

Thus far it’s the bathroom 
painting that is causing the 
greatest annoyance and 
hesitation. Why, I keep 
wondering, can’t I do it 
myself? I’ve painted many, 
many rooms over the years 
and done a fine job. But, 
dare I climb a ladder again?

I even went to the internet 
for support that would tell 
me it’s OK at my age to 
climb a ladder and apply 
paint to the walls.

An Australian study cut 
right to the chase with 
statistics about how many 
over the age of 65 had died 
from injuries sustained 
after falling from a ladder, 
not to mention the list of 
possible ladder-related 
injuries that put many 
others in the hospital.

A U.S. home-care 
website was aimed at the 
adult children who need to 
convince elderly parents 
to stay off ladders, and 
suggested citing statistics 

about deaths and injuries. 
Should that not work, 
said the website, pull in 
reinforcements like doctors 
and extended family to 
convince the renegade 
senior to stay off ladders.

The NIH (National 
Institutes of Health) even 
chimed in with a study 
about the risks of ladder 
use by seniors and went so 
far as to analyze the types 
of dangerous tasks seniors 
might do that involve 
ladders. That’s where I part 
company with the NIH’s 
study: I’m not interested 
in trimming tree limbs 
or cleaning leaves out of 
gutters.

I only want to paint a 
bathroom.

Update: I will not be 
painting the bathroom. 
Neither will my handyman 
neighbor. That neighbor, 
a good 20 years younger 
than I am, fell off a ladder 
and is now facing shoulder 
surgery.

The bathroom will stay as 
it is.

(c) 2024 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

When do we become too 
old to climb ladders?

5
5 Reasons to 

READ 
The

1. It helps you to learn something 
new every day, and slow down 
aging.

2. It gives you leads to connect 
with remarkable people and 
events

3. It’s a source of inspiration, 
knowledge, and finding 
solutions.

4. It often triggers some responses, 
including memories and strong 
emotions from the brain. 

5. It can be used as an 
educational tool for youth.

CALL TO SUBSCRIBE –  217-935-3171
CJFILL
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Crosspoint 
of Clinton

412 S. Monroe Street, 
Clinton
(217) 935-8627
Sr. Pastor, Spencer 
McPheron
3 p.m.-Sunday worship
7 p.m.-Mondays family 
prayer
7 p.m.-Wednesday Bible 
study

Christ Lutheran 
Church 

& preschool
701 S. Mulberry Street, 
Clinton
Office (217) 935-5808
Preschool office (217) 
935-4675
8:15 a.m.-Sunday wor-
ship
9:30 a.m.-Sunday 
school
Preschool Tues., Wed. 
and Thurs. morning and 
afternoon sessions.

Clinton Church 
of Christ

Bus. Rt. 51 south, 
Clinton
(217) 935-5058
Stephen R. Bradd, Gos-
pel preacher
AudioEvangelism.com
Clinton CofC.com
9 a.m.-Sunday morning 
Bible study
10 a.m.-Sunday morn-
ing worship
1 p.m.-Sunday worship
7 p.m.-Wednesday eve-
ning Bible study

Clinton Church 
of God

720 E. Woodlawn 
Street, Clinton
clintoncog.org
Mark Cooper, pastor
9:30 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10:30 a.m.-Sunday 
morning worship
6 p.m.-Sunday night 
service
7 p.m.-Wednesday 
service

Clinton 
Presbyterian Church

402 N. Center Street
Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
Tel. (217) 935-6178
Fax (217) 935-6128
Pastor-Paul Stroup
clintonpresbyterian.org
9:15 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10:30 a.m.-Sunday 
worship with nursery 
available
Senior high youth group 
meets twice a month.

PC - A Place to Belong - 
Believe – Become

Clinton United 
Methodist Church

308 E. Main Street
Rev. Darrell Howard
(217) 935-5869
clintonumcil.org
9 a.m. Sunday Worship
10:30 a.m. Sunday 
School Children & Adult

5 p.m. Saturday Evening 
Worship in chapel
3:30 p.m. Thursday JC 
Stars After School Chil-
dren’s program (pickup is 
available)
3rd Sunday S.W.A.G Sr 
& Jr High Youth
6 p.m. Extended Table 
2nd and 4th Mondays
12:30 p.m. Wednesday 
Backpack Ministry

First Baptist Church
220 Illini Drive, Clinton
(217) 935-2032
firstbaptistchurch3@
frontier.com
Jonathan Roberson, 
pastor
9:30 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10:30 a.m.-Sunday 
worship
5 p.m.-Sunday evening 
worship
7 p.m.-Wednesday mid-
week prayer meeting

First Christian Church
100 N. Jackson Street, 
Clinton (W. Main & N. 
Jackson)
clintonfcc.com
Adult Bible School 10:45 
a.m.
Worship Services: 9:30 
a.m. 
First Kids Worship for 
3-yr -olds - 5th grade is 
available at 9:30 a.m. & 
10:45 a.m.
Nursery available at 
each morning service.

First Church 
of the Nazarene

Rt. 51 and Kleemann 
Drive, Clinton
Michael A. Taylor, pastor
8:30 a.m.-Sunday 
prayer around the altar
8:45 a.m.-continental 
breakfast
9:30 a.m.-Sunday 
school / Bible study
10:30 a.m.-morning 
worship
7 p.m.-Wednesday mid-
week service

Kenney Christian 
Church

213 W. Benjamin Street, 
Kenney
(217) 944-2275
Ernie Harvey, minister
9:30 a.m.-Bible study
10:30 a.m.-Sunday 
worship

Lane Christian Church
(217) 935-2557
www.lanechurch.org
Jim Kilson, preaching 
and teaching minister
Marcus McCollom, 
youth and family min-
ister
9 a.m.-Sunday school
10 a.m.-worship
5:30 p.m.-youth group
“We’re ordinary people 
helping each other be-
come faithful followers 
of Jesus.”

Lifebridges Church
200 S. Alexander Street, 
Clinton
(217) 570-0105
www. lifebridgeschurch.
com
Pastors-Jonathan and 
Dana Taylor 
10 a.m.-Sunday cele-
bration
10 a.m.- AMPED Kids 
for ages (1-5 grades)
10 a.m.-AMPED Jr. 
(birth-K)
7 p.m.-AfterShock teen 
church, 6th-12 grades
6 p.m.-Wednesday, 
Strategic Disciple
6:30 p.m.-Thursday, 
DIVE teen Bible study
7 p.m.- Thursdays, 1st & 
3rd, Empowered Wom-
en / 2nd & 4th, Frontline 
Men

St. John 
the Baptist 

Catholic Church
502 N. Monroe Street, 
Clinton
(217) 935-3727
Fr. Thomas R. Szydlik, 
pastor
8 a.m. - Wed. & Fri. 
mornings Mass 
4 p.m.-Saturday mass
8:30 a.m.-Sunday Mass

St. Patrick 
Catholic Church

320 S. Locust Street, 
P.O. Box 116, Wapella
(217) 935-8510
Fr. Derrick Mwesiga, 
pastor
9 a.m.-Sunday, Tues. & 
Thurs. Mass
9 a.m.-First Saturday
www.saintpatrickwapel-
la.org
E-mail: stpatrickwapel-
la@yahoo.com

Texas Christian 
Church

8301 Texas Church 
Road, Clinton
(217) 454-6846
www. Texaschristian-
church.org
Scott Marsh, minister
9 a.m.-Sunday school
10 a.m.-Sunday worship
6 p.m.-Sunday evening 
worship
6 p.m.-Wednesday 
prayer meeting

The Blessed Hope 
Seventh-Day 

Adventist Church
112 N. Monroe St., 
Clinton
(217) 731-4005
9:30 a.m.-Saturday, 
Sabbath school
11 a.m.- worship with 
pot luck afterwards

Wapella 
Christian Church

101 N. Poplar
(217) 731-4404
Josh Gorrie, minister
Wapellacc.com
9 a.m.-Sunday school
10 a.m.-worship
“Celebrating our 150th 
year”

Area Churches Directory

NEWS
BIBLE TRIVIA 

By Wilson Casey  

1. Is the book of Acts 
(KJV) in the Old or New 
Testament or neither?

2. From Proverbs 30, 
what will pluck out the 
eyes of anyone who scorns 
their parents? Demons, 
Ravens, Doves, Quails

3. How many times is the 
word “apple” or “apples” 
mentioned in the Bible 
(KJV)? 2, 11, 37, 51

4. From Matthew 8, 
what Roman official asked 
Jesus to heal his servant? 
Marshall, Governor, 
Centurion, Jailer

5. Who wrote, “The love 
of money is the root of 
all evil”? Timothy, Isaiah, 
Moses, Paul

6. Who was the father 
of Hosea? Uzzah, Beeri, 
Joash, Ahab

Sharpen your 
understanding of scripture 
with Wilson’s Casey’s 
latest book, “Test Your 
Bible Knowledge,” 
available in bookstores 
and online.

(c) 2024 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

ANSWERS: 1) New, 
2) Ravens, 3) 11, 4) 
Centurion, 5) Paul (1 
Timothy 6:10), 6) Beeri

In answer to a question 
from ZBA chairman David 
Waters, Williamson said 
gravel for his business 
would be stored at another 
location, so the new site 
would be primarily for 
storage of equipment and 
other materials.

Zoning administrator 
Dee Dee Rentmeister 
explained Williamson was 
required to apply for a 
special use, since he was 
running a business out of 
the location, based on the 
county’s code.  A farmer 
building a machine shed 
generally would not need a 
special use permit.

Williamson’s neighbor, 
Darin Benz, was concerned 
run-off from the project 
would contribute to 
flooding on his driveway 

area.  The building would 
sit on top of a steep hill 
near Benz’s home.

Williamson said he had 
taken steps to reduce the 
possibility by deepening 
the ditches at the base of 
the hill on his property.

“I have no animosity 
toward Rob, but I am 
here to try to protect my 
property,” Benz said.

Benz has lived in the area 
for 12 years.  He said he 
was concerned about the 
potential negative effect 
the business site would 
have on his home and about 
the possibility of increased 
flooding.

“I’m worried about it, 
because I’m going to 
cash in on that investment 
someday in my retirement,” 
Benz said.

There was lengthy 
discussion about the 
issue.  Williamson said the 
area road commissioner 
told him he planned to 
address the drainage issue 
affecting Benz’s property.  
Williamson said he 
believed that would be the 
case.

The board voted to 
recommend approval to the 
county board Williamson’s 
special use permit.

Board members also 
voted to recommend 
approval of a special use 
permit to Steve Mayfield.  
Mayfield and his wife 
want to open a venue near 
Hallsville for small events, 
such as weddings and other 
family gatherings.

ZBA / from A1
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SPORTS / NEWS

The
Culinary
Corner
Chef 
Roger Joss

Welcome to my little 
corner of culinary delights.

Going from progress in 
business to progressive 
cooking are clearly 
different.  A progressive 
cook is one who strives for 
perfection through change.  
This change mostly comes 
from experimentation.  

Yes, I know I have often 
mentioned the need to 
experiment within safe 
boundaries.  But this time 
I am giving it a different 
slant.

First and foremost is the 
need to get out of a rut 
(routine).  We are creatures 
of habit.  Why?  Because 
it works for us and seen as 
safe.  

The unknown is feared 
and change introduces that 
unknown.  In certain ways, 
tradition is an offshoot 
of this ritualistic form of 
action.  But to improve, 
change is necessary.  We 
exchange grandma’s 
remedies for updated 
solutions.  Speaking 
of grandmas, I have an 
anecdote regarding my 
paternal grandparents.

As a preschooler on into 
elementary school, I got to 
visit my grandparents in 
Manhatton, Kansas for a 
week or two during some 
summer vacations.  Those 
were high points in my 
life; becoming treasured 
memories.  

I recall them most 
accurately from memory.  
That which made recall 
easy was the fact that their 
lifestyle was opposite, 
although not apposed, to 
my up-bringing.  They 
were devout Methodists 
with strong habits and 
traditions.

One of their self-created 
traditions was having 
popcorn while playing 
board games of an evening.  
Grandma would pop a 
large bowl’s worth of 
popcorn.  We all shared 
from the same bowl.  In my 
later years, I too picked-
up the habit of nightly 
eating popcorn with my 
wife and son watching 
television.  Nice way to 
end the evening.  How does 
this fit in with the theme of 
this article?  I am glad you 
asked.

Not being an old hand 
at popping popcorn, I 
presume the best oil to 
use were those labeled as 
“popcorn oil”.  Teenagers 
today would call that “A 
no brainer.”  The popcorn 
I chose was widely 
advertised on television.  

We enjoyed it for more 
than a year.  

After writing my 
articles for expanding 
cooking horizons through, 
innovations, and changing 
kitchen practices, I 
decided to practice what 
I preached.  Although I 
used the traditional yellow 
corn, I decided to try white 
popcorn.  The white variety 
seemed to be lighter with a 
better flavor.  I tried several 
different “popcorn oils.”  I 
found them to be too similar 
to make a difference.  Since 
I am most happy using 
clarified butter for frying 
and cooking, I decided to 
try it for popping popcorn.  
It made a big difference.  
It added to the flavor and 
improved the texture.

The above is merely an 
example.  The principle 
demonstrated should be 
applied across the board.  
Have you tried Spike 
seasoning with fried or 
scrambled eggs?  It is 
fantastic.  

One warning.  If using 
Spike seasoning, do not 
add salt.  Have you ever 
thought of replacing 
margarine with real butter 
in mashed potatoes?  Have 
you thought to try a pinch 
of nutmeg and a splash of 
Worcestershire sauce in 
béchamel or gravy?

Until next time, peace to 
all.

Progressive cook Clinton vs Shelbyville Mar. 28
Gordon Woods / Journal
Here are some scenes from the March 28 varsity softball game at home.  The CHS 
Lady Maroons beat Shelbyville 10-3.

“It would have been nice to see more 
than one bid for this,” Prestegaard said.  
“You’d think we would have more than 
one landscaper who would be interested in 
doing this.”

Prestegaard said he felt the board should 
wait on the landscaping project until the 
tuckpointing work at the county building 
was completed.

“My feeling is we should vote it down 

and re-bid it later,” he told the board.
The board emphasized its “no” vote was 

not related to the bidder but rather the 
timing of the planned projects.

Additionally, board members approved 
$15,555 for a commercial washer and 
dryer set and an additional $7,200 for 
plumbing work at the animal shelter.  Part 
of the money for this would come out of 
donations.

Property / from A1
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SPORTS

Gordon Woods / Journal
Here are some scenes from the March 28 varsity basebll game at home.  The CHS 
Maroons beat Shelbyville 8-2.

Clinton vs Shelbyville 
March 28

137.17 Acres +/- DeWitt County, IL
Wednesday, April 17th 10AM

9515 Texas Church Rd, Clinton, IL
Sections 12 & 13, Barnett Twp.
Windmill Lease Included!

Live & Online Bidding!

Buyers Premium & 
Terms Found Online
(217) 935-3245

www.martinauction.com
Public Auction

MAKE MONEY! WHY NOT YOU?
What’s better than getting rid of what you don’t want and 

getting paid for it?

CALL 935-3171
Before Tuesday Noon to
 Place a Garage Sale Ad

Folks who ADVERTISE their

GARAGE SALE
In The

CJFILL

WILL 
THIS BE 

YOU?
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NEWS
Scenes from the 2024 Clinton Chamber Business Expo

Gordon Woods / Journal

Gordon Woods / Journal

Katy O’Grady-Pyne / Journal

Katy O’Grady-Pyne / Journal Gordon Woods / Journal

More photos on A10

Saturday - April 13th

10AM
Accepting Consignments 

Starting April 1st

Landscaping | Mowers | Trucks | Trailers 
| ATVs | Skid Steer Attachments | Yard 
Tools | Side-By-Sides | Golf Carts | & 

Much More!

Buyers Premium & Terms Found Online
9515 Texas Church Rd., Clinton, IL

(217) 935-3245

www.martinauction.com

49th Annual
Lawn & Garden 

Auction
ONLINE BIDDING 

2024-04-05.indd   92024-04-05.indd   9 4/2/24   4:07 PM4/2/24   4:07 PM



PAGE 10 / SEC A • CLINTON JOURNAL FRIDAY, APR. 5, 2024

NEWS
Scenes from the 2024 Clinton Chamber Business Expo

Katy O’Grady-Pyne / Journal

Katy O’Grady-Pyne / Journal

Gordon Woods / JournalGordon Woods / Journal

Gordon Woods / Journal

Gordon Woods / Journal Gordon Woods / Journal
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $100 or less. 

 (15 words - 2 publications - price must be listed)

CLINTON • WAPELLA • WAYNESVILLE • KENNEY • DEWITT • LANE • WELDON

03222024

TUES.-APRIL 16TH, 2024
10:00 AM

(Doors Open 9:00 am)
AUCTION LOCATION:   WAPELLA AUCTION HOUSE-Wapella, IL

TRACT 1-23.63 +/- acres (approximately 21 tillable)-good level ground-a trian-
gular piece that borders Rt 54 and Cumberland Road, also could be a possible 

building site. It has a 70 x 100 machine shed with newer paint and doors.
LOCATION:  just ¼ mile East of DeWitt to the corner of Rt 54 and Cumberland 

Rd-then East-good road-good location.
Parcel # 09-17-300-012

TRACT 2-3.24 +/- acres-this is a unique recreational piece of land at the corner 
of Rt 54 and 18000 E Heartland Rd.  This is a long triangular piece of all grass and 
trees-has a grass driveway-an insulated portable building.  This would be a great 

getaway-set up your camper-many uses and just 8 miles East of Clinton.
LOCATION:  Rt 54 East 8 miles to Rd 18000 Heartland Rd-cross over the tracks 

and turn left onto the driveway-just 1 mile from DeWitt.
Parcel #08-24-200-005

Both properties are marked with auction signs!

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:  TRACT 1-$295.00 per acre (21 tillable acres) will 
be paid to the new buyer for the 2024 farming season.

The 2024 lease is filled and the ground will be be farmed by Roy Sessions.

FOR COMPLETE BROCHURE
CALL:  309-275-4506

EMAIL:  haycraft@frontier.com
See Complete Details@  www.haycraftauctions.com

HAYCRAFT AUCTION CO., INC. 
Auctioneer-Appraiser-Liquidator

Jay Haycraft
10478 Bucks Rd.-Wapella, IL  61777

ILN  440.000268

FLOYD “ED” DAVENPORT-DeWitt, IL
DEWITT COUNTY PUBLIC LAND AUCTION

SELLING 2 TRACTS
TRACT 1-FARMLAND

TRACT 2-RECREATIONAL

Cedar Circle Apartments
Senior Garden   
1 & 2 BR Apts

Community Room with Laundry Facilities

62 yrs or disabled any age
Rent based on income
WDC 630-904-4157 x101

office@wdcmgmt.com
04052024

4-5-2024
PLEASE READ 
YOUR Classifi ed 
ad or display ad 
on the fi rst day of 
publication.  If there 
are mistakes, notify 
us immediately.  We 
will make changes 
for errors and adjust 
your bill but only if 
we receive notice 
on the fi rst day the 
ad is published.  We 
limit our liability to 
you in this way and 
we do not accept 
liability for any other 
damages, which 
may result from an 
error or omission in 
an ad.  All ad copy 
must be approved 

by the newspaper, 
which, reserves 
the right to request 
changes, reject or 
properly classify an 
ad.  The advertiser 
and not the news-
paper is responsi-
ble for the truthful 
content of the ad.  
Advertising is also 
subject to credit 
approval. 

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
sub ject to the Fed-
eral Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise 
any preference, 
limitation or discrim-
ination based on 

race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, 
familial status or 
national origin or 
intention to make 
any such prefer-
ences, limitation or 
dis crimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertis-
ing for real estate, 
which is in viola-
tion of the law. All 
persons are hereby 
informed that all 
dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal op portunity 
basis. (TFN)

201 201 DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARE CARE 

NO INDIVIDUAL,
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as 
a childcare facil-
ity, may cause to 
be published any 
advertisement so-
liciting a child care 
service. *A child-
care facility that is 
licensed or operat-
ing under a permit 
issued by the Illinois 
Department of 

Children and Family 
Services may pub-
lish advertisements 
of the services for 
which it is specif-
ically licensed or 
issued a permit. 
The Clinton Journal 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian 
to verify the validity 
of the license of 
any facility before 
placing a child in its 
care.
*Family homes 
that care for no 
more than three (3) 
children under the 
age of twelve or 
which receive only 
children from a sin-
gle household, for 
less than 24 hours 
per day, are exempt 
from licensure as 
day care homes. 
The three chil-
dren to whom this 
exemption applies 
includes the family’s 
natural or adopt-
ed children and 
any other persons 
under the age of 
12 whether related 
or unrelated to the 
operator of the day 

care home. [DCFS 
Rule, Part 377.3 (c)]

203 203 HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

THE CLINTON 
JOURNAL is 
seeking a substi-
tute delivery driver.  
Responsibilities 
include picking up 
paper bundles in 
Clinton and deliv-
ering them to local 
and area business-
es in a timely man-
ner.  Typically takes 
1-2 hours each 
Thursday morning. 
MUST have a valid 
driver’s license, re-
liable transportation 
and valid insurance.  
Apply by calling 
217-935-3171 or 
email kpyne@the-
clintonjournal.com. 
(203TFN)

305 305 GARAGE/RUMMAGE GARAGE/RUMMAGE 
SALESSALES

PLACE A RUM-
MAGE SALE AD 
IN THE CLINTON 
JOURNAL. Dead-
line for ads are: 
Monday, 5:00 PM 
for the following Fri-
day edition.  Rate: 1 
publication and up 
to one week online, 
up to 20 words for 
$17.00, additional 
words are 25¢ a 
word.  OUR RAIN 
GUARANTEE: If it 
rains on your sale 
day, we’ll rerun the 
same ad (only date 
& time changes) for 
free. Must run within 
2 weeks. 

307 307 MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BRAND NEW, 
NEVER WORN 
WRANGLER Brand 
Men’s Stretch Blue 
Jeans. Size 42W 
x 29L. $10. Call 
217-935-0330. 
(307041224)

LEGALLEGAL

SIXTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT COURT
DEWITT COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER 
OF THE ESTATE 
OF BETTY C. 
CAMPBELL, DE-
CEASED
2024PR7
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of 
the death of Betty 
C. Campbell of 
Clinton, Illinois. Let-
ters of offi ce were 
issued on February 
27, 2024, to Michele 
E. Caprio whose 
attorney is Joseph 
A. Dehn of De-
Pew & Dehn, 201 
West Olive Street, 
Bloomington, Illinois 
61701. The Resi-

dent Agent for the 
Executor is Jo-
seph A. Dehn, 201 
West Olive Street, 
Bloomington, Illinois 
61701.
Claims may be fi led 
on or before Sep-
tember 25, 2024, 
which is not less 
than six months 
from the fi rst date 
of publication of this 
Notice. Any claim 
not fi led within that 
period is barred. 
Claims may be 
efi led in the offi ce of 
Clerk of this Court 
at the DeWitt Coun-
ty Circuit court, 
Clinton, Illinois or 
claims may be fi led 
with the Executor. If 
efi led with the Clerk, 
within 10 days mail 
or deliver a copy 
of the claim to the 
Executor and to her 
attorney and fi le 
with the Clerk proof 
of such mailing or 
delivery.

Dated: March 12, 
2024 
Michele E. Caprio, 
Executor
3622 Craigsher 
Drive
Apopka, FL 32712

Joseph A. Dehn / 
6229120
DePew & Dehn
201 West Olive 
Street
Bloomington, IL 
61701
309-829-7002 ja-
dehn@prodigy.net

LEGAL 20009
March 22, March, 
29, April 5, 2024 

LEGALLEGAL

STATE OF ILLI-
NOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
SIXTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF DE-
WITT
In Re: 
GRACE PENNELL
No.: 2024-MR-3

PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

Public Notice is 
hereby given that a 
Petition for Name 
change will be 
heard on May 20, 
2024 at 1:30 p.m. 
before the Honor-
able Judge Gary 
Webber or in the 
Courtroom usually 
occupied by him in 
the DeWitt County 
Courthouse, Clin-
ton, Illinois, asking 
that Petitioner be 
given the legal right 
to change her name 
from
Grace Pennell
To
Grace Clifton
and of assuming 
and being known by 

said last mentioned 
name.

/s/ Stephanie L. 
Purkes
Stephanie L. Purkes

LEGAL 20011
March 22, 29 and 
April 5, 2024

LEGALLEGAL

STATE OF ILLI-
NOIS IN THE CIR-
CUIT COURT
OF THE SIXTH JU-
DICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF DE-
WITT
Estate of:
Terry L. Zahnd
Deceased.
CASE NO. 2024-
PR-13
NOTICE BY PUBLI-
CATION OF CLAIM 
DATE
Notice is given to 
the creditors of the 
death of Terry L. 
Zahnd, of 700 W. 
High St., Farmer 
City, Illinois 61842.
Letters of Offi ce 
were issued on 
March 15, 2024, to 
Jennifer A. Frank, 
Independent Ad-
ministrator, 1029 
Jemima St., Clinton, 
Illinois 61727, 
whose attorney is 
Kevin Hammer, 
219 E. Main Street, 
Clinton, Illinois 
61727. The estate 
will be administered 
without court super-
vision unless under 
Section 28-4 of the 
Probate Act (755 
ILCS 5/28-4) any 
interested person 
terminates indepen-
dent administration 
at any time by mail-
ing or delivering a 
petition to terminate 
to the clerk.
Claims against the 
Estate must be 
fi led in the offi ce of 
the Clerk of De-
Witt County Circuit 
Court, DeWitt 
County Courthouse, 
201 W. Washington 
St., Clinton, Illinois 
61727, or with the 
representative, or 
both, on or before 
September 22, 
2024, or, if mail-
ing or delivery of 
a Notice from the 
representative is 
required by Section 
18-3 of the Probate 
Act, the date stated 
in the Notice. Any 
claim not fi led on 
or before that date 
is barred. Copies 
of a claim fi led with 
the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered 
by the claimant to 
the representative 
and to the repre-
sentative’s attorney 
within ten days after 
it has been fi led.
Dated this 18th day 
of March, 2024.
Kevin Hammer

Attorney for the 
Estate of Terry L. 
Zahnd
219 East Main 
Street
Clinton, IL 61727
217/935-7063
LEGAL 20012
March 22, 29, April 
5, 2024

LEGALLEGAL

IN THE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT 
COURT
FOR THE CEN-
TRAL DISTRICT 
OF ILLINOIS
SPRINGFIELD 
DIVISION

UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA, 
                              
Plaintiff,                                                        
v.

ESTATE OF 
NANCY J. AB-
BEY, DECEASED; 
LUCAS YOUNG; 
NICOLE BROWN; 
DEREK YOUNG; 
JEREMY YOUNG; 
UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS, INCLUDING 
UNKNOWN HEIRS 
AND LEGATEES 
OF NANCY J. AB-
BEY, DECEASED; 
UNKNOWN 
CLAIMANTS 
AND LIENHOLD-
ERS AGAINST 
THE ESTATE OF 
NANCY J. AB-
BEY, DECEASED; 
UNKNOWN 
CLAIMANTS AND 
LIENHOLDERS 
AGAINST THE 
UNKNOWN HEIRS 
AND DEVISEES 
OF NANCY J. AB-
BEY, DECEASED; 
UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS AND NON-RE-
CORD CLAIM-
ANTS; and JOHN P. 
BROWN, as Special 
Representative of 
the ESTATE OF 
NANCY J. ABBEY, 
DECEASED, 
                                
Defendants.

CIVIL NO. 22-cv-
3114

NOTICE OF MAR-
SHAL’S SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE is 
hereby given that 
pursuant to a judg-
ment of foreclosure 
entered by the court 
in the above-entitled 
cause, the property 
hereinafter de-
scribed or so much 
thereof as shall be 
suffi cient to satisfy 
said judgment, will 
be sold to the high-
est bidder.

1.  The name, 
address and tele-
phone number of 
the person to con-
tact for information 
regarding the real 
estate is: 
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Brittany Taylor, 
Assistant Loan Spe-
cialist, USDA Rural 
Development, 2110 
W Park Court, Suite 
B, Champaign, IL 
61821. Telephone: 
(217) 352-3536 
Ext 4

2.  The common 
address and other 
common descrip-
tion, if any, of the 
real estate is: 102 
Portland Place, 
Clinton, Illinois 
61727.

3.  The legal de-
scription of the real 
estate is:

Lot 1 in Block 1 in 
Portland Place Sub-
division of a portion 
of Lot 1 of 60 acres 
off of the South end 
of the West ½ of the 
Northeast ¼ of Sec-
tion 35, Township 
20 North, Range 2 
East of the 3rd Prin-
cipal Meridian, AND 
ALSO Lot 2 in Block 
1 in Portland Place 
Subdivision being a 
subdivision of a por-
tion of Lot 1 of 60 
acres off the South 
end of the West ½ 
of the Northeast 
¼ of Section 35, 
Township 20 North, 
Range 2 East of 
the 3rd Principal 
Meridian, situated in 
the City of Clinton, 
County of DeWitt, in 
the State of Illinois.

Tax ID# 07-35-209-
018; this real estate 
has been 
Improved by a 
single-family resi-
dence.

4.  The real estate 
may be inspected 
prior to sale at the 
following times:
(Available for 
inspection during 
business hours 
upon reasonable 
advance notice to 
the county office 
listed above.)

5.  The time and 
place of the sale 
are Thursday, May 
2, 2024, at 11:00 
a.m., inside the 
main entrance of 
the DeWitt County 
Courthouse, 201 W. 
Washington Street, 
Clinton, Illinois 
61727.  MASKS 
ARE REQUIRED 
FOR ALL ATTEND-
ING THE SALE.

6.  The terms of the 
sale are:

10% of purchase 
price payable at 
time and place of 
sale by Cashier=s/
Official Bank Check 
made payable to 
the United States 
Marshals Service. 
Balance to be paid 
by Cashier=s/Of-
ficial Bank Check 
made payable to 
the United States 
Marshals Service 
and received by 
the United States 
Marshal, 100 NE 
Monroe Street, Peo-
ria, Illinois 61602, 
within thirty (30) 
days of date of said 
sale.  If the balance 
is not received with-
in said time period, 
the 10% payment 

made at time of sale 
shall be forfeited to 
the United States, 
the sale shall be 
void and a new sale 
shall be scheduled 
by the Court.

7.  Title will be con-
veyed subject to all 
general real estate 
taxes for the years 
2023 and thereaf-
ter to be paid by 
buyer(s), which are 
a lien upon the real 
estate, and special 
assessments, if any, 
and easements and 
restrictions of re-
cord.  Buyer(s) shall 
also be responsible 
for payment of the 
real estate transfer 
tax (35 ILCS 200-
31-45).

8.  Said property is 
being sold at this 
judicial sale “AS 
IS” WITHOUT ANY 
WARRANTIES 
OF HABITABILITY 
OR ANY OTHER 
WARRANTIES, 
EITHER EXPRESS 
OR IMPLIED.

9.  Upon receipt of 
the entire purchase 
price amount, a 
Certificate of Sale 
shall be forwarded 
to the Marshal for 
execution describ-
ing the lands and 
tenements pur-
chased and the 
sum paid therefor to 
be tendered to the 
purchaser.  Upon 
confirmation of said 
sale by the Court, 
the holder of said 
Certificate of Sale 
shall be entitled 
to a deed for said 
premises.

10.  IF YOU ARE 
THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION 
FOR 30 DAYS 
AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF 
POSSESSION, IN 
ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 
15-1701(c) OF THE 
ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLO-
SURE LAW.

DATED at Spring-
field, Illinois, this 
31st day of January 
2024.  

/s/Brendan O. 
Heffner        
BRENDAN O. HEF-
FNER
UNITED STATES 
MARSHAL

LEGAL 20014
March 29, April 5, 
April 12, and 
April 19, 2024

LEGALLEGAL

Clinton Eagles 593 
will accept nomina-
tions for officers at 
7 p.m. on April 16, 
2024 at the club. 

Election of officers 
will be at 7 p.m. On 
May 7 at the club. 

LEGAL 20015
April 5 and April 12, 
2024

LEGALLEGAL

NOTICE OF PUB-
LIC HEARING
The City of Clinton, 
Illinois, will hold 
a public hearing 
at 6:45 p.m. on 
Tuesday, the 16th 
day of April, 2024, 
in the City Council 
Chambers of the 
City Hall, 118 West 
Washington Street, 
Clinton, Illinois, 
for the purpose of 
hearing written and 
oral comment from 
the public concern-
ing the proposed 
annual budget for 
the fiscal year be-
ginning May 1, 2024 
and ending April 30, 
2025.
A copy of the 
proposed budget is 
available for public 
inspection in the 
City Clerk’s Office 
from 8:00 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. weekdays 
at City Hall, 118 
West Washington 
Street, Clinton, 
Illinois.
Kamren Wilford
City Clerk of the 
City of Clinton, 
Illinois
LEGAL 20016
April 5, 2024

LEGALLEGAL

STATE OF IL-
LINOIS IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE SIXTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
COUNTY OF DE-
WITT 
Estate of: 
John Douglas 
Reeder, Jr. 
Deceased. 
CASE NO. 2024-
PR-14
 NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION OF 
CLAIM DATE 
Notice is given to 
the creditors of 
the death of John 
Douglas Reeder, 
Jr., of 5654 N. 19th 
Ave., Phoenix, 
Arizona 85015.
Letters of Office 
were issued on 
March 19, 2024, 
to Jack Castellet-
ti, Independent 
Executor, 4440 N. 
35th Ave., Phoenix, 
Arizona 85017, 
whose attorney is 
Kevin Hammer, 
219 E. Main Street, 
Clinton, Illinois 
61727. The estate 
will be administered 
without court super-
vision unless under 
Section 28-4 of the 
Probate Act (755 
ILCS 5/28-4) any 
interested person 
terminates indepen-
dent administration 
at any time by mail-
ing or delivering a 
petition to terminate 
to the clerk. 
Claims against the 
Estate must be 
filed in the office of 
the Clerk of De-
Witt County Circuit 
Court, DeWitt 
County Courthouse, 
201 W. Washing-
ton, Clinton, Illinois 
61727, or with the 
representative, or 
both, on or before 
October 5, 2024, or, 
if mailing or delivery 
of a Notice from the 
representative is 
required by Section 
18-3 of the Probate 

Act, the date stated 
in the Notice. Any 
claim not filed on 
or before that date 
is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered 
by the claimant to 
the representative 
and to the repre-
sentative’s attorney 
within ten days after 
it has been filed. 
Dated this 1st day 
of April, 2024. 
Kevin Hammer At-
torney for the Estate 
of John Douglas 
Reeder, Jr. 219 
East Main Street 
Clinton, IL 61727 
217/935-7063 
kevinghammer@
hotmail.com
LEGAL 20017
April 5, 12, 19, 2024

LEGALLEGAL

STATE OF IL-
LINOIS IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE SIXTH JU-
DICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF DE-
WITT
Estate of:
Mildred J. Sturgeon
Deceased.
CASE NO. 2024-
PR-15
NOTICE BY PUBLI-
CATION OF CLAIM 
DATE
Notice is given to 
the creditors of the 
death of Mildred J. 
Sturgeon, of 4954 
Green Valley Rd., 
Clinton, Illinois 
61727.
Letters of Office 
were issued on 
March 22, 2024, 
to Diana M. Oak-
ley, Independent 
Executor, 503 E. 
Howard St., Ken-
ney, Illinois 61749, 
whose attorney is 
Kevin Hammer, 
219 E. Main Street, 
Clinton, Illinois 
61727. The estate 
will be administered 
without court super-
vision unless under 
Section 28-4 of the 
Probate Act (755 
ILCS 5/28-4) any 
interested person 
terminates indepen-
dent administration 
at any time by mail-
ing or delivering a 
petition to terminate 
to the clerk.
Claims against the 
Estate must be 
filed in the office of 
the Clerk of De-
Witt County Circuit 
Court, DeWitt 
County Courthouse, 
201 W. Washing-
ton, Clinton, Illinois 
61727, or with the 
representative, or 
both, on or before 
October 5, 2024, or, 
if mailing or delivery 
of a Notice from the 
representative is 
required by Section 
18-3 of the Probate 
Act, the date stated 
in the Notice. Any 
claim not filed on 
or before that date 
is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered 
by the claimant to 
the representative 
and to the repre-
sentative’s attorney 
within ten days after 
it has been filed.
Dated this 1st day 
of April, 2024.
Kevin Hammer

CLINTON COMMUNITY UNIT 
SCHOOLS

VACANCY NOTICE NO. 22
Please apply on-line at 

www.applitrack.com/Clinton/onlineapp 
unless noted otherwise. 

Clinton High School
•	 Spanish Teacher for 2024-2025 school year, application deadline 

April 12, 2024
•	 English Teacher for 2024-2025 school year, application deadline 

April 12, 2024
Clinton Junior High
•	 Special Education Teacher for the 2024-2025 school year, 

application deadline April 12, 2024
Clinton Elementary School
•	 Reading Intervention Teacher for 2024-2025 school year, 

application deadline April 12, 2024
•	 Teacher – 5th Grade for 2024-2025 school year, application 

deadline April 12, 2024
•	 Teacher – 2nd Grade for 2024-205 school year, application 

deadline April 12, 2024
•	 Teacher Aide, please see website for requirements for 

paraprofessional license  https://roe17.org/licensure/
paraprofessionals , application deadline April 12, 2024

Douglas/Lincoln Schools
•	 Preschool Teacher for 2024-2025 school year, this position will 

be for a co-teaching model to existing blended classrooms at both 
schools. Would include IEP facilitation as well as general support. 
Must have early childhood credentials. ECSE Endorsement 
preferred, application deadline April 12, 2024 

•	 Library Aide, please see website for requirements for 
paraprofessional license  https://roe17.org/licensure/
paraprofessionals application deadline April 12, 2024

Lincoln School
•	 Preschool Teacher for 2024-2025 school year, application 

deadline April 12, 2024
Athletics
•	 Assistant Wrestling Coach, please apply online or email letter of 

interest, resume, and letters of recommendation to Matt Koeppel, 
AD, at mkoeppel@cusd15.org

•	 Freshman Boys Basketball Coach, please apply online or email 
letter of interest, resume, and letters of recommendation to Matt 
Koeppel, AD, at mkoeppel@cusd15.org

Cafeteria
•	 Kitchen	Staff	4.0	hrs	daily	(split	shift), please apply online, pick 

up an application at the unit office or email Beth Tedrick Btedrick@
cusd15.org. 

•	 Sub	Kitchen	Staff,	plus	opportunity	to	sub	for	crossing/bus	
monitor, please apply online or pick up  application at the Unit 
Office.

Transportation
•	 Bus/Van Monitors - Part Time, please apply online or pick up 

application at the Unit Office
•	 Sub	Bus	Drivers	&	Van	Drivers	(HRS	as	needed), please apply 

online or pick up application at the Unit Office. Bus Drivers must 
have or be willing to obtain CDL. 

•	 Sub	Crossing	Guard,	(HRS	as	needed)	plus	opportunity	to	
sub for kitchen or bus monitor, please apply online or pick up 
application at the Unit Office.

•	 Sub	Bus/Van	Monitors	(HRS	as	needed)	plus	opportunity	
to sub for kitchen or crossing, please apply online or pick up 
application at the Unit Office

Nursing/Health
•	 Substitute School Nurse, who have active Illinois R.N. or LPN 

license and experience in school nursing for grades K-12. This 
position may involve experiences with health education, chronic 
disease management, communicable disease, immunizations, 
first-aid, and medication administration. Hours for this position 
would be 7:45 am-3:45pm on an as needed basis

“An Equal Opportunity Employer”
All employees must pass state & federal background checks.
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J K E Heating Cooling Plumbing LLC
ID#058-113283  ID#055-013072

Bill and Janis Ellis, Owners

P.O. Box 267
100 S. Locust Street
Wapella, IL 61777-0267

1-217-935-6463
Out of Area: 1-800-861-6333

E-Mail: jke61777@frontier.com

Clinton, IL
217-519-4024 Kyle Koons,
Fully Licensed & Insured Owner 

Construction,
Concrete & Roofing

K & K 

SD
11

24
20

15

SD
11

24
20

15

Contact us to advertise your business here.
217-935-3171

Residential • Commercial • Property Management • Farm

Ryan Utterback
Managing Broker

Cell: (217) 620-5332

www.utterbackrealestate.com
Email:ryanutterbacksells@gmail.com

211 W. Van Buren
Clinton, IL 61727

Office: (217)935-8182
Fax: (217) 935-4481

Attorney for the 
Estate of Mildred J. 
Sturgeon
219 East Main 
Street
Clinton, IL 61727
217/935-7063

LEGAL 20018
April 5, 12, 19, 2024

LEGALLEGAL

Annual Town Meet-
ing
Wilson Township’s 
Annual Town Meet-
ing will be held at 
Wilson Town Hall 
on Tuesday, April 9, 
2024 at 7:00 p.m. 

to transact miscel-
laneous legal town 
business and hear 
reports. The regular 
April monthly meet-
ing of the Township 
will be held on 
Tuesday, April 9, 
2024 following the 
Town Meeting.
Jo While

Wilson Township 
Clerk
LEGAL 20019
April 5, 2024

GOOD 
ADVERTISING 

DOESN’T COST 
MONEY.

IT MAKES 
MONEY.

An advertising expert said to 
make ads that work, make them, 
“… simple, memorable, inviting 

to look at and fun to read.”

We’ve been helping 
businesses do that  

for 115 years.  
We can help yours, too. 

Call the Advertising Department.

217-935-3171

CJFILL

MAKE MONEY! WHY NOT YOU?
What’s better than getting rid of what you don’t want and 

getting paid for it?

CALL 935-3171
Before Tuesday Noon to
 Place a Garage Sale Ad

Folks who ADVERTISE their

GARAGE SALE
In The

CJFILL

WILL 
THIS BE 

YOU?
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That’s according to the 
latest annual survey of 
school offi cials from the 
Illinois Association of 
Regional Superintendents 
of Schools, which has been 
conducting the survey 
every year since 2017. 

“This matters,” IARSS 
executive director 
Gary Tipsord said in an 
interview. “This is an issue 
that people care about. 
They think it is important, 
and they think it’s critical 
enough that it needs to be 
addressed.” 

This year’s survey found 
more than 90 percent 
of schools responding 
reported having a “serious” 
or “very serious” teacher 
shortage problem. 

That percentage has 
changed very little in the 
last several years, although 
the question has been 
asked in slightly different 
ways in earlier surveys. 
In 2021, for example, 
88 percent of those 
responding said they had 
a “problem” with teacher 
shortages, a percentage 

that was unchanged from 
2019. 

Tipsord said the answers 
school offi cials give 
to that question refl ect 
their broad perception of 
what’s happening in the 
labor market – their sense 
of whether colleges and 
universities are producing 
enough prospective 
teachers; their ability to 
hire qualifi ed candidates 
to fi ll vacant positions; 
and whether the pool of 
candidates they pick from 
is larger or smaller than it 
was in the past. 

But Tipsord said more 
fundamental changes need 
to be made to address the 
long-term issues facing the 
teaching profession. 

“There are certain things 
that have been done to 
soften that immediacy 
of the burden today,” he 
said. “But I think if you 
talk to people in the fi eld 
… there’s still a broad 
concern that unless we put 
some concrete things in 
place, this issue is going 
to remain pervasive for a 

longer period of time.” 
Respondents to the 

survey reported fi lling 
a total of 3,694 teacher 
positions this year using 
“alternative measures,” 
such as hiring substitutes 
or retired educators, 
combining classes, and 
increasing class sizes, 
among other short-term 
remedies, according to the 
report. 

Overall, however, the 
report found that the 
supply of teachers is not 
keeping pace with the 
demand, and that there are 
not enough new teachers 
coming into the profession 
to replace those who are 
leaving. 

The survey also found 
that teacher shortages are 
not distributed evenly 
throughout the state. They 
are most severe in urban 
districts and in more 
rural parts of the state, 
along with vocational 
centers around Illinois. 
The specialties with the 
most severe shortages 
were special education 

and career and technical 
education. Shortages 
were also reported in 
key categories of support 
personnel, including 
school psychologists, 
s p e e c h - l a n g u a g e 
pathologists, and nurses. 

When asked to identify 
causes of teacher shortages, 
54 percent of the school 
leaders responding cited 
burnout from working 
conditions as a cause of 
their teacher shortage. 
Another 49 percent cited 
the availability of better 
pay in other professions. 

Tipsord said those 
fi ndings point to a 
fundamental challenge 
facing the teaching 
profession – the cost 

and benefi t of pursuing 
the career. He said when 
students in high school 
and college weigh the cost 
of earning a college degree 
against the salary they will 
earn after graduation and 
the retirement benefi ts 
they can accrue, the idea of 
pursuing a teaching degree 
becomes less attractive, 
especially when compared 
to other career options. 

“I think across all areas 
of industry – education 
just being one – but in 
every area of industry 
today, because of the 
ability to live and work in 
two different places at the 
same time, your workforce 
views career differently,” 
he said. “They have the 

opportunity to look at 
career differently.” 

The report concludes 
with several 
recommendations for 
long-term ways to address 
the teacher shortage. They 
include continuing to 
increase funding for public 
schools, creating new 
ways for school support 
staff to become classroom 
teachers, and focusing 
administrative support 
and fi nancial resources on 
acute shortage areas. 

“As we have said year 
after year, our shortages 
are the result of generations 
of factors that we cannot 
resolve immediately,” 
Tipsord said in a statement. 

NEWS
Teachers / from A1

It’s  
Time to 
Celebrate  
Love, Life 
& Happiness
Share your engagement, wedding, anniversary or milestone 
birthdays FREE OF CHARGE in the Clinton Journal!
Include a photo and the details you want to share with your 
community! The Clinton Journal will publish your news at NO 
CHARGE in an upcoming edition!
Send your life event to: Gordon Woods at  
gwoods@theclintonjournal.com.
Let’s celebrate together in your community newspaper!

111 S. Monroe St., Clinton, IL 61727
PHONE: (217) 935-3171 • FAX: (217) 935-6086
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WEATHER
Your Forecast

Information from the National Weather Service

Weather History

Sunday
Partly sunny,

then rain
High 51

Saturday
Sunny

High 54

Monday
Sunny

High 68

Tuesday
Sunny

High 69

Wednesday
72% chance

of rain
High 64

Thursday
54% chance

of rain
High 62

Available to new and existing patients 5 years and older. 
Common Cold 
Symptoms
Rashes or Skin 
Irritations
Painful or Burning 
Urination

Allergy Symptoms
Pink Eye
Earaches
Cough
Sore Throat
Upper Respiratory 

Infection
Sports Physicals
Constipation
Dental Pain
STI Checks 

Save Time
 with our 

WALK IN CLINIC

Please see our Facebook page 
for more information 03

22
20

24

The217HomeTeam.com
Camill Tedrick, Designated Managing Broker

6920 Sharon Lane, Clinton, IL

9.26 Buildable Residential Acres 
+ Shared Pond

$159,900

WILD
 ACRES

 

SUBDIVI
SION

Lakeview Estates Subdivision

WELD
ON

LOTS

Lot #2 - $29,500
Lot #17 - $26,500 (SOLD)

Lot #18 - $25,000  (SOLD)
Lot #28 - $28,000

0001 Depot Rd., Farmer City

3 Miles West of Farmer City
2 parcels totaling 118 Acres

FA
RMER

 

CITY

$2,242,000

3371 Hilltop Ct., Clinton

4 Bdrm ranch home, complete remodel4 Bdrm ranch home, complete remodel

COUNTR
Y 

CLU
B ACRES

$299,900

613 N. Grant, Clinton, IL

2 Story, 3 Bdrm, 1-1/2 bath, 2 Car Garage 
off alley, recent updates

CLIN
TO

N

SOLD

Each office is locally owned and operated.

Office 217.935.8525
205 East Side Square, Clinton, IL

618 N. Chicago, Lincoln, IL 

100 N. Harrison, Clinton, IL

Duplex - Income Producing Property. 
2 Bdrms, 1 bath, 1 car garage, 1 unit has basement2 Bdrms, 1 bath, 1 car garage, 1 unit has basement

CLIN
TO

N

SALE PENDING

$179,900

April 6
1872: A tornado touched down near Bogota, southwest 
of Newton in southeast Illinois. The tornado, estimated 
at F3 intensity, destroyed barns, homes, and timber. 
Three people were killed in homes about a mile apart.

1988: High winds affected Illinois, with the northeast 

part of the state hit hardest. In Chicago, 97 windows 
were blown out of the Sears Tower, and the state’s 
oldest tree, estimated to be 700 years old, was blown 
over. Wind gusts reached 75 mph at the Chicago lake-
front, 60 mph in Bloomington, and 59 mph at Decatur.

Call:  (217) 935-3171
or
Email: kpyne@theclintonjournal.com 
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