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Symposium held 
for ag education
Organizations including 
the Lee County Farm 
Bureau held a symposium 
to bolster ag education. 
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ROCHELLE — On 
Tuesday, March 26 at the 
weekly meeting of the 
Rochelle Rotary Club, 
four area nonprofits each 
accepted $11,250 checks 
from proceeds of the 
recent From the Heart 
Gala that raised a record 
$90,000.  

Checks were accepted 
by representatives from 
the Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, Shining Star 
Children’s Advocacy Cen-
ter, CASA and Foundation 
for Focus House. At the 
March 19 Rotary meeting, 
checks were presented to 
representatives from the 
Rochelle Area Commu-
nity Foundation, Pegasus 
Special Riders, The Hub 
City Senior Center, and 
HOPE of Ogle County. 
From the Heart raises 
money from its annual 
gala and cash calendar 
sales and donates the pro-
ceeds equally to the eight 
nonprofits.

“This is my favorite part 
of From the Heart,” From 
the Heart Founder and 
President Dave Eckhardt 
said. “We had a record 
year. We raised $90,000. 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Unit-
ed States Congressman 
Darin LaHood (R-16, 
Peoria) visited Rochelle 
on Tuesday, March 26 
and spoke at the Rochelle 
Rotary Club’s weekly 
meeting. 

Following a recent 
redistricting process, La-
Hood was drawn into the 
new 16th Congressional 
District. The 16th District 
spans 21 counties across 
central and northwestern 
Illinois, including Ro-
chelle and Ogle County.

LaHood serves on three 
committees in Washington 
DC, including the House 
Ways and Means Commit-
tee, the House Intelligence 
Committee, and the Select 
Committee on China.

LaHood also spent time 
in the area meeting on 
March 21 with Kishwau-
kee College’s leadership 
regarding federal issues 
relating to Pell Grants so 
students can get financial 
aid for education. His 
remarks at the Rotary 
meeting included local 
projects he’s working with 
the city and area agencies 
on, along with agriculture 
and housing.

One project LaHood 

Congressman LaHood visits Rochelle
Representative working with local officials on project funding

United States Congressman Darin LaHood (R-16, Peoria) visited Rochelle on 
Tuesday, March 26 and spoke at the Rochelle Rotary Club’s weekly meeting. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

discussed with the city is 
the Dement Road exten-
sion, a $20 million project. 
That project will be sub-
mitted for partial federal 
funding. LaHood has also 
talked with the city about 
its current Rochelle In-
termodal Transload Cen-
ter project and potential 
opportunities for federal 
funding as the project 
looks to return intermodal 
services to Rochelle after 
Global III’s closing.

“Those are great op-
portunities for federal 
funding to bring money 

back here to Rochelle to 
help with that economic 
development, which could 
potentially bring a lot of 
jobs and opportunities 
here,” LaHood said.

LaHood has also spo-
ken with the city about its 
joint fire training facility 
between the Rochelle Fire 
Department and the Ogle-
Lee Fire Protection Dis-
trict on potential federal 
funding.

LaHood  r ecen t l y 
helped to secure $3 million 
for the Lee-Ogle Trans-
portation System (LOTS) 

for acquiring land next 
to its current facility and 
expanding rural transpor-
tation services throughout 
Lee and Ogle County. The 
money will be spent on 
vehicles and personnel.

The 16th District is the 
10th-largest agriculture 
district in the country in 
terms of corn and soybean 
production. Proceedings 
are currently ongoing for 
a new federal farm bill 
for the next five years, 
LaHood said.

See LAHOOD page 8

Second round of From the Heart checks presented
Gala raised a total of $90,000, each nonprofit received $11,250

On Tuesday, March 26 at the weekly meeting of the Rochelle Rotary Club, four area nonprofits each accepted 
$11,250 checks from proceeds of the recent From the Heart Gala that raised a record $90,000.  

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Each of the groups that we 
give money to is receiving 
$11,250. We gave half of 
the total money away to 
four of our nonprofits last 
week. This week we’re 
giving the other half away. 
Our goal for next year is 
to take it over the top and 

reach $100,000. We hope 
with everyone’s help that 
we’ll get there.”

Foundation for Focus 
House Executive Director 
Jeni Hardin was the first to 
accept a check from From 
the Heart. Focus House is a 
residential and outpatient 

facility for youth that are 
going through the court 
system. It also has an alter-
native-to-suspension pro-
gram where students that 
have been suspended from 
middle school and high 
school go to the facility 
and meet with counselors 

and do schoolwork.
“Thank you to every-

body,” Hardin said. “It’s a 
lot of work to put this event 
together. So everyone that 
pitched in or attended, we 
really appreciate it.”

See FTH page 8
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COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL FLAT AND LOW-SLOPE ROOFING CONTRACTOR

407 Industrial Dr., DeKalb, IL • pinkston-tadd.com

Call for FREE Estimate!815-756-9700
• Free Roof Inspections, Surveys & Estimates

• 24 Hour Emergency Service• Tear-Offs, Re-Roofs, Maintenance, Repairs, 

Gutters/Downspouts & Drains, Roof Snow/

Ice Removal

Certifi ed in TPO, EPDM, and PVC

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Fol-
lowing the receipt of a $1.1 
million downtown grant 
and the recent snow-relat-
ed collapse of the gazebo 
in the downtown area, the 
City of Rochelle is con-
sidering the construction 
of a new structure on the 
site that could include 
five public bathrooms, 
storage and a stage area, 
City Community Devel-
opment Director Michelle 
Pease and City Manager 
Jeff Fiegenschuh said 
March 20. 

In August 2022, the 
city was announced as a 
recipient of a $1.1 million 
grant for downtown rede-
velopment as part of the 
state’s Rebuild Illinois’ 
Downtowns and Main 
Streets program. 

See CITY page 3

City planning 
for downtown 
after gazebo 
collapse
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Ashton-Franklin Center school district attends NIU education job fair
On Feb. 26, the Ashton-Franklin Center School District took a crew to the Education Job Fair at Northern Illinois University. The district met many potential prospects 

for the numerous open positions it currently has. “We stood out having brought a parent, a teacher, students and administration which allowed us to offer many 
different perspectives about what it means to be a Raider,” a district Facebook post said.

AFC FFA finishes second at Conduct of Chapter meetings
The Ashton-Franklin Center FFA team participated in the Section 2 Conduct of Chapter Meetings LDE on 

March 14. The team - consisting of Elsie Viall, Kate Viall, Luke Dorn, Dani Kaecker, Corey Heinrich, Nivea Noon 
and Jennica Taft - received second place for their efforts and will be moving on to District.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

(COURTESY PHOTO)

(COURTESY PHOTO)

AFC’s Viall and O’Brien compete at District Proficiency Judging
On March 6, Ashton-Franklin Center FFA members Logan O’Brien and Kate Viall competed at the District 

Proficiency Judging. In order to make it there, the students had to advance from the Section level. Logan’s 
record book is Landscape Management for his work with Warner Landscaping and Kate’s record book is Fruit 
and Nut Production, where she tends to an apple orchard. Both interviewed with a panel of ag teachers and 

industry professionals.

AMBOY  – Lee County 
Farm Bureau (LCFB) re-
cently joined forces with 
Lee County Ag in the Class-
room (AITC), Regional 
Office of Education (ROE) 
#47, and Facilitating Co-
ordination in Agriculture 
Education (FCAE) to co-
host a symposium aimed 
at bolstering agriculture 
education in the region.

Around 35 local school 
representatives attended 
the Cultivating Connec-
tions in Agriculture sym-
posium, held March 1 at 
Tetten’s Grain in Dixon, to 
learn more about the value 
of agriculture education 
and hear strategies for 
creating comprehensive 
agriculture programs. 

“Agriculture is Illinois 
No. 1 industry, yet often 
those crucial programs 
are some of the first on the 
budget line to be cut from 
a public school district 
offering,” Ashleigh Erbes, 
Lee CFB manager, said. 
“Cultivating Connections 
is intended to bring in 
administrators and local 
school leaders who don’t 
necessarily have an ag 
background or full under-
standing of the ag industry 
and provide them with an 
enriching experience that 
demonstrates the value of 
an agriculture education 
and why it is so important 
and impactful to highlight 
agriculture as a career 
pathway.”

Cultivating Connec-
tions in Agriculture show-
cased the agriculture edu-
cation experience and the 
uniqueness of agriculture 
education’s three-circle 
model of curriculum, FFA 
leadership, and Supervised 

Agriculture Experience 
(SAE). The program pre-
viewed what it requires to 
provide a successful sec-
ondary agriculture program 
by providing a spotlight on 
what goes on inside and 
outside of the classroom. 

Attendees received a 
deep dive into the world 
of agriculture education, 
careers, and leadership 
development through pre-
sentations from current 
FFA students including a 
major state officer, current 
agricultural educators, and 
breakout sessions with 
several industry leaders 
covering a diverse range 
of agriculture careers such 
as governmental affairs 
and communication to 
precision technology.

“Providing support, at 
all levels, to an agricul-
ture education program, is 
essential for student suc-
cess and teacher retention,” 
Stacey Dinges, pathway 
coordinator with ROE 
#47, said. “The Cultivating 
Connections in Agriculture 
event brings together all 
the local lifelines that are 
easily accessible for an 
aged program to thrive.” 

Katie Pratt, Lee County 
Ag in the Classroom co-
ordinator and Amboy FFA 
Alumni secretary, said, 
“A successful agriculture 
education program must 
have investment from all 
sectors of the commu-
nity - students, parents, 
businesses and school 
administration. Agricul-
ture education takes skills 
learned in other educa-
tional disciplines and 
applies them to real-world 
situations making learning 
relevant for all students.”

Symposium aimed at 
bolstering agriculture 
education held

Community Building
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Building
Hourly, daily rentals for 

your event
815-453-5048

Funeral Home
Beverage Lyons Funeral 

Home
601 Richardson Ave., 
Ashton, 815-453-2441 
beveragefamilyfh.com 

Public Library
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

Real Estate
Lori Patterson Real Estate

811 Main St., Ashton
815-751-0510

Schools
Ashton-Franklin Center 

CUSD #275
611 Western Ave., Ashton

815-453-7461

Village Hall
Village of Ashton

810 Main St., Ashton
815-453-2241

www.ashtonil.com

BAR
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Beverage Lyons 
Funeral Home
601 Richardson Ave., Ashton

815-453-2441
beveragefamilyfh.com

704 N. 1st St. | PO Box 308 
Ashton, IL 61006

815-453-5048 | 815-453-5058 (fax)
mplibrary@ashtonil.com

Mon-Thu 1pm-6:30pm | Sat 10am-1pm | Closed Fri & Sun

Call 815-973-8397 or millspetrierentals@
gmail.com to rent the gym, Legion room, 

entry hall and/or commercial kitchen
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Belvidere Collectible Coins

880 Belvidere Road • Belvidere, IL

www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum, 
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:00pm • Sat. 10:30am-2pm

~ Call For Directions ~  (815) 547-7111

SYCAMORE ANTIQUES
JAMES AND ANN TUCKER,

PROPRIETORS

321 WEST STATE STREET
SYCAMORE, ILLINOIS

OPEN
WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

10:00 AM TO 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM FRIDAY

815-895-4720

520 E. Lincoln Hwy., DeKalb, IL

Call:  
Andrew Heiserman 815-561-2123   

Christel Ackland 815-561-2153 
Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

Be included in the Antiques & Collectibles spotlight!

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Two 
people were transported 
by ambulance following 
a second-alarm fire at an 
apartment complex in Ro-
chelle on Sunday evening, 
Rochelle Fire Department 
Lt. Jason Underwood said 
Monday. 

At 6:32 p.m. Rochelle 
Fire was called to 322 S. 
Main St. for the report 
of smoke showing from 
a first-floor window of 
an apartment complex. 
The incident reached 
the second-alarm level. 
Responding departments 

Sunday were Rochelle 
Fire, the Ogle-Lee Fire 
Protection District sta-
tions of Hillcrest, Flagg 
Center, Steward and Cres-
ton; Ashton Fire, DeKalb 
Fire, Lynn-Scott-Rock 
Fire, Stillman Fire, The 
Red Cross and the State 
Fire Marshal’s Office. 

The nature of the in-
juries of the two people 
transported by ambulance 
was not released by RFD. 
There were no injuries to 
first responders, Under-
wood said. 

“Several residents were 
displaced due to the fire,” 
Underwood said. “Sev-
eral residents stayed in 

the apartment building. 
There was fire damage to 
one apartment unit. There 
was some smoke damage 
to other portions of the 
apartment complex. Some 
portions were unaffected 
by the fire.”

Fire officials were on 
scene until 10:07 p.m. 
Sunday. Underwood said 
there was “substantial 
damage” to the apartment 
unit that the fire took place 
in. The monetary damage 
amount is undetermined 
at this point, Underwood 
said. The cause of the fire 
is under investigation by 
the state fire marshal’s 
office.

Two transported with injuries after Sunday second-
alarm fire at South Main Street apartment complex

Lt. Underwood: Cause under investigation, damage amount undetermined

Two people were transported by ambulance following a second-alarm fire at an 
apartment complex in Rochelle on Sunday evening, Rochelle Fire Department Lt. 
Jason Underwood said Monday. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

From page 1

The plans for the mon-
ey include the potential 
new structure, and recon-
struction of seven existing 
city parking lots and the 
addition of two new city 
parking lots in the down-
town area. The city does 
have a matching portion 
of $306,000. The rest of 
the project will be covered 
by the grant. A committee 
has been established for 
the downtown improve-
ments. 

Pease said the city 
is currently working 
through engineering on 
what the potential struc-
ture could look like, 
and is waiting for a cost 
analysis.

“It could potentially be 
five bathrooms and incor-

porate some storage and a 
potential stage area for all 
of the events that we do 
downtown,” Pease said. 
“It’s still in the works. 
Nothing is concrete. I be-
lieve it will go in front of 
the city council on April 
22 at its second meeting 
that month. I’m excited 
for it. I think we’ll all be 
pretty proud of it when it 
comes to fruition. There 
are no downtown public 
bathrooms right now. 
Currently you have to 
go into a business. This 
will add some staying 
power and walkability to 
downtown.”

Fiegenschuh said the 
collapse of the gazebo 
over the winter due to 
a storm played into the 
decision to look at a 
new structure. The grant 

application originally 
called for just a restroom 
downtown. 

The committee for the 
downtown improvements 
includes Mayor John 
Bearrows, City Council-
woman Rosaelia Arteaga, 
and city staff. 

“I definitely think ex-
panding it and having 
more of a gathering space 
made sense and that’s why 
our group is looking at 
this,” Fiegenschuh said. 
“I like it. I think there’s a 
lot of very talented people 
on the committee and I’m 
proud of what they came 
up with. This part in the 
gazebo area is just one 
component of the grant.”

New parking lots that 
are part of the downtown 
improvements will be lo-
cated off Lincoln Avenue 

and off the intersection 
of Washington Street and 
Second Avenue. Fiegen-
schuh said those areas will 
also offer opportunities 
for more gatherings for 
things like vendors and 
food trucks. Also part of 
the downtown plan is the 
potential installation of 
kiosks that will involve 
wayfinding and the pro-
motion of businesses, 
organizations and events.

No work on a potential 
structure in the gazebo 
area will take place be-
fore the upcoming Lin-
coln Highway Heritage 
Festival this August and 
La Fiesta Hispana in 
September, Pease said. 
The gazebo will not be 
reconstructed before then 
and temporary tents will 
be used. 

“We’ll wait and do 
the major parking lot 
and bathrooms and this 
potential project after 
September,” Pease said. 
“Then we’ll be able to 
jump on it. But there are 
other parking lots we’ll be 
able to rehabilitate first. 
If we can do the parking 
lots that are not going 
to get in the way of the 
activities, and then we’ll 
hit the rest of it hard at 
the end of September, I’d 
love to have everything 
completed and done by 
Aug. 1, 2025.”

Fiegenschuh said the 
receipt of the grant will 
allow the city to do all 
of the downtown work 
in one year, rather than 
having to save money 
and do it in stages. The 
city council also recently 

issued alternate revenue 
bonds for other down-
town improvements in-
cluding running utilities 
underground to help with 
aesthetics, reliability, and 
ease for electric access 
during events downtown. 

Pease said she believes 
that having public re-
strooms downtown will 
create additional walk-
ability in the area.

“I think one of the 
things that will have value 
for those businesses is the 
increased foot traffic,” 
Pease said. “And the at-
traction of being able to 
hang out downtown for 
longer periods of time to 
shop and have lunch and 
go for a drink or whatever. 
It will increase walkabil-
ity and make for longer 
stays for visitors.”

Following the receipt of a $1.1 million downtown grant and the recent snow-related collapse of the gazebo in the downtown area, the City of Rochelle is considering 
the construction of a new structure on the site that could include five public bathrooms, storage and a stage area, City Community Development Director Michelle 
Pease and City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh said March 20. 

(PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)

CITY: Rochelle officials considering construction of new facilities downtown
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ROCHELLE — Reg-
istration is now open for 
the City of Rochelle’s 2024 
Citizens Academy. 

Participants can experi-
ence an inside look at every 
city and Rochelle Munic-
ipal Utilities department. 

Citizens Academy is full of 
hands-on demonstrations, 
project & facility tours and 
more.

Space is limited. There 
is no cost. Contact Jenny 
Thompson at thompson@
rochelleil.us or 815-561-

2006. Sessions are every 
Wednesday in May from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Lunch 
& transportation between 
departments is provided. 
Open to Rochelle residents 
age 16+. Parent permission 
required for ages 16 & 17.

ROCHELLE — The 
Government Finance Of-
ficers Association of the 
United States and Canada 
(GFOA) has awarded the 
Certificate of Achievement 
for Excellence in Finan-
cial Reporting to City of 
Rochelle for its annual 
comprehensive financial 
report for the fiscal year 
ended Dec. 31. 

This is the city’s ninth 
year in a row being recog-
nized by the GFOA. 

The report has been 
judged by an impartial 
panel to meet the high stan-
dards of the program, which 
includes demonstrating a 
constructive “spirit of full 
disclosure” to clearly com-
municate its financial story 
and motivate potential users 
and user groups to read the 
report.

The Certificate of 
Achievement is the high-
est form of recognition in 
the area of governmental 

accounting and financial 
reporting, and its attainment 
represents a significant ac-
complishment by a govern-
ment and its management.

Government Finance 
Officers Association 
(GFOA) advances ex-
cellence in government 
finance by providing best 
practices, professional de-
velopment, resources, and 
practical research for more 
than 21,000 members and 
the communities they serve.

City recognized for ninth year in row 
by GFOA for financial reporting

Registration open for City of 
Rochelle Citizens Academy

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL
We Accept Most 
Insurances and
Patients Without 

Insurance

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available
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20

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level

Reduce appetite 

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

Business Spotlight
Support Community    Shop Local&

To be included, contact Chris Ackland at 815-561-2153  
or Andrew Heiserman at 815-561-2123

MOUNT VERNON, 
Iowa — Frances J. Grif-
fith, age 94, formerly of 
Ashton, Illinois, died on 
Friday, March 29, 2024. 

Private Graveside Ser-
vices will be held at a later 
date. She will be buried in 
the Spangler family plot 
in Evergreen Cemetery, 

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 
Stewart Baxter Funeral 
& Memorial Services, 
Mount Vernon, Iowa, is 
assisting the family.

OBITUARIES

Frances J. Griffith

ROCHELLE — On 
March 29, Amber D. Rose, 
37, of DeKalb was cited for 
disobeying a stop sign and 
expired registration. She 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a May 10 
Rochelle court date. 

On March 29, Crystal 
Munoz-Mandujano, 21, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
no valid driver’s license 
and cited for speeding 56 
miles per hour in a 30 miles 
per hour zone. She signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a May 10 Rochelle 
court date. 

On March 29, Moses 
A. Serrano, 35, of Berwyn 
was cited for speeding 54 
miles per hour in a 40 miles 
per hour zone. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a May 10 Rochelle 
court date. 

On March 29, Pietro 
Alfano, 27, of Rochelle 
was cited for speeding 70 
miles per hour in a 40 miles 
per hour zone. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a May 10 Rochelle 
court date. 

On March 29, Tyler J. 
Byro-Bullock, 25, of Ro-
chelle was cited for speed-
ing 60 miles per hour in a 
40 miles per hour zone. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a May 10 
Rochelle court date. 

On March 29, Roberto 
De Jesus Luna Gonzalez, 
25, of Rockford was cited 
for speeding 55 miles per 
hour in a 40 miles per hour 
zone and no insurance. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a May 10 
Rochelle court date. 

On March 29, Joshua 
C. Casteel, 37, of LeMars, 
Iowa was arrested for retail 
theft. He was released on a 
notice to appear with a May 
3 Ogle County court date. 

On March 29, Ashley 
N. Ellis, 35, of Xenia, Ohio 
was arrested for retail theft. 
She was released on a notice 
to appear with a May 3 Ogle 

County court date. 
On March 30, Jose M. 

Arrez-Rangel, 44, of Es-
mond was cited for speed-
ing 60 miles per hour in a 
40 miles per hour zone. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a May 10 
Rochelle court date. 

On March 30, Justin A. 
Bell, 29, of DeKalb was cit-
ed for speeding 55 miles per 
hour in a 30 miles per hour 
zone. He signed a promise 
to comply and was given a 
May 10 Rochelle court date. 

On March 30, Heather 
B. Bonnell, 42, of Rochelle 
was cited for speeding 54 
miles per hour in a 35 miles 
per hour zone. She signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a May 10 Rochelle 
court date. 

On March 30, Grace E.J. 
Dame, 28, of Rochelle was 
cited for disobeying a stop 
sign. She signed a promise 
to comply and was given a 
May 10 Rochelle court date. 

On March 30 Austin 
C.E. Zuercher, 22, of Cres-
ton was cited for disobeying 
a stop sign. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a May 10 Rochelle 
court date. 

On March 30 at 3:29 
p.m. Martin Campa, 21, of 
Franklin Grove was cited 
for speeding 72 miles per 
hour in a 40 miles per hour 
zone. He signed a promise 
to comply and was given a 
May 10 Rochelle court date. 

On March 30 at 4:11 p.m. 
Carol A. Miller, 56, of Mark 
was cited for speeding 65 
miles per hour in a 40 miles 
per hour zone. She signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a May 10 Rochelle 
court date. 

On March 30 at 4:21 
p.m. Isaiah J. Ramos, 27, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
speeding 57 miles per hour 
in a 45 miles per hour zone 
and expired registration. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a May 10 
Rochelle court date. 

On March 30 at 10:06 
p.m. Estevan Munoz, 23, 
of Rochelle was arrested 
for reckless driving. He 
was released on a notice to 
appear with a May 1 Ogle 
County court date. 

On March 30 at 10:53 
p.m. Justin Carraher, 36, 
of Rochelle was arrested 
for domestic battery and 
obstructing a peace officer 
and transferred. 

On March 31 at 12:59 
p.m. Isaiah Marcoux, 22, 

of Rochelle was cited for 
illegal operation of sound 
amplification audible 75, 
muffler-loud excessive 
noise, speeding 85 miles per 
hour in a 40 miles per hour 
zone and driving too fast 
for conditions. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a May 10 Rochelle 
court date. 

On March 30, Jesus Cor-
tez-Garcia, 28, of Rochelle 
was arrested for domestic 
battery and transferred. 

On March 31 at 1:37 
p.m. Thomas Smith, 71, 
of DeKalb was cited for 
Scott’s Law violation. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a May 10 
Rochelle court date. 

On April 1 at 10:23 a.m. 
Jacqueline Campos, 46, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
improper use of cell phone. 
She signed a promise to 
comply and was given a 
May 10 Rochelle court date. 

On April 1 at 8:28 a.m. 
Michael H. Schmitt, 41, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
operating a vehicle with 
expired registration. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a May 10 
Rochelle court date. 

On April 1 at 9:24 a.m. 
Nazario G. Domingue, 
27, of Rochelle was cited 
for speeding 51 miles per 
hour in a 30 miles per hour 
zone. She signed a promise 
to comply and was given a 
May 10 Rochelle court date. 

On April 1 at 12:32 
p.m. Jesse J. Mohica, 23, 
of Rochelle was arrested 
for aggravated battery. He 
was released on a notice 
to appear with an April 19 
Ogle County court date. 

On April 1 at 12:07 
p.m. Mary C. Petry, 26, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
operating a vehicle with 
expired registration. She 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a May 10 
Rochelle court date. 

On April 1 at 8:19 p.m. 
Jennifer N. Smith, 42, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
driving while suspended/
revoked. She was released 
on a notice to appear with a 
May 10 Rochelle court date.

On April 2 at 2:02 a.m. 
Erasmo Marquez Jr., 25, 
of DeKalb was cited for 
no valid registration. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a May 10 
Rochelle court date. 

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until prov-
en guilty. 

OREGON — On March 
30, deputies conducted a 
traffic stop in the 10,000 
block of North Kishwaukee 
Road.  After an investiga-
tion, deputies arrested and 
cited Jackie St. John, 62, of 
Rockford for driving while 
license revoked.  St. John 
was additionally cited for 
suspended registration and 
no valid insurance.  St. John 
also had an active Boone 
County warrant.  St. John 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where they were 
held in lieu of bond.   

On March 30, deputies 
conducted a traffic stop at 
South Illinois Route 251 and 
Steward Road (Rochelle) 
on a blue Chrysler Pacifica. 
After a brief investigation, 
deputies arrested Jynette K. 
Vesey-Watts, 28, of Chica-
go, for driving while license 
suspended. Vesey-Watts 
was taken into custody with-
out incident and released 
on a notice to appear with 
a return court date set for 
next month. Vesey-Watts 
was additionally cited for 
improper turn signal and a 
child restraint violation.

On March 30, deputies, 
with the assistance of the 
Polo Fire Department, re-

sponded to a single-vehicle 
crash in the 2,000 block of 
South Freeport Road. After 
an investigation, it was 
learned that a Black Kia, 
driven by a juvenile, was 
southbound on Freeport 
Road when it lost control 
and entered the west ditch 
before striking a guard 
rail. The driver sustained 
suspected minor injuries 
but refused further medical 
attention from EMS at the 
scene. 

On April 1, deputies 
conducted a traffic stop on 
East Illinois Route 72 at 
Stillman Road. After a brief 
investigation, deputies ar-
rested Aaron E. Braden, 33, 
Freeport, for driving while 
license revoked. Braden 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail and released 
with a return court date.

On April 1, deputies 
conducted a traffic stop on 
West White Eagle Road at 
North Baileyville Road. As 
a result, Skyler J. Barncord, 
28, of Shannon, was arrested 
for driving while license 
suspended and a Whiteside 
County warrant for failure 
to appear for driving under 
the influence. Barncord was 
additionally issued citations 

for improper lane usage 
and operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle. Barncord 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he was 
released on a notice to 
appear on his Ogle County 
charges, and held in lieu 
of bond on the Whiteside 
County warrant.  

On April 1, deputies ini-
tiated a traffic stop on Rock 
Road near the intersection 
with Illinois Route 64.  After 
further investigation, a pas-
senger in the vehicle, Gage 
Reese, 23, of Rockford, 
was placed under arrest for 
an outstanding Rockford 
PD warrant.  Reese was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he was 
held pending an appearance 
before a judge.   

On April 1, deputies 
investigated a disturbance 
in the lobby of the Ogle 
County Jail.  Through the 
course of the investigation 
it was learned that Albert 
Brooks, 39, of Dixon, had 
an outstanding Lee County 
warrant.  Brooks was taken 
into custody and released 
to the jail. 

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until prov-
en guilty. 

ROCHELLE POLICE DEPARTMENT

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT
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ON THE FARM

           The Trusted Trucking Company of Many Local Distributors and Manufacturers.

Queens Trucking & Construction Inc
322 Errett Road, Rochelle
815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

CONSTRUCTION:

 We Aim for On Time, Every Time!

Small or Big Small or Big Jobs, We Do Jobs, We Do Them All!Them All!

With Many long-term employees both 
Union and Non-Union our customers are  

always in experienced hands!

TRUCKING:
• Non-Union Local Freight Hauling
• Van Trailer/Hopper/Flatbed/Dump
• Daily Loads on the Customers Time Schedule

• Union 
Construction & 
Deconstruction

• Excavation/Site 
Prep

• Drainage/Sewer/
Water Repair & 
Replacement

• Union Heavy 
Hauling & 
Jobsite Hauling

• Emergency Work
• Restoration/

Traffic Control
• Sidewalk/Curb
• Hourly or Bid 

Work (We 
can create a 
Specialized Rate 
for any Job)

We were voted 
Mid-West Truckers 
Association, Inc. 

 Northern 
Region Trucking 
Company of the 

year 2022.

08022023

200 Steward Road
Rochelle, IL

800-262-1680

KubotaUSA.com
*2020 Progressive Farmer Reader Insights Award for Fewest Reported Problems Overall in the category of Small Tractor (Under 100 Horse Power). Award based on 2020 
Progressive Farmer Readers Insights Tractors Study.  © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2021. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations 
and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer. For the 
complete disclaimer, go to KubotaUSA.com/disclaimers and see the posted disclaimer.

877.613.3050 or 815-562-8777
104 Oak Ave., Rochelle, IL     mortonbuildings.com

BUILT FOR GENERATIONS

• Residential • Farm • Equestrian 
• Commercial • Community • Repairs

09042018

STORE HOURS:
M-F 8am-Noon, 

1pm-5pm

Discover The Difference. Call Today!

INDIVIDUALS ap-
proach their careers 
in various ways. 

Some may aspire to climb 
the corporate ladder, while 
others may pursue a career 
that affords them ample 
personal time to spend 
how they see fit. Many in-
dividuals look for careers 
that afford them ample 
opportunities to work in 
the great outdoors, which 
could make the agricul-
tural sector an appealing 
industry.

Talented individuals 
with an array of diverse 
skills dot the agricultural 
sector landscape, and the 
following are just a few 
of the many careers to 
consider within this vital 
industry.

• Equipment techni-
cian: Data from the ca-
reer experts at Indeed 
indicates agricultural 
equipment technicians 
earn an average salary 
around $65,000 per yar. 
Agricultural equipment 
technicians maintain and 
repair existing machines 
and install new ones, 
among their many respon-
sibilities.

• Purchasing agent: An 
agricultural purchasing 
agent buys products and 
raw materials at whole-
sale. Indeed notes that pur-
chasing agents often must 
meet specific purchasing 
quotas for processors and 
work with various clients 
who supply an array of 
agricultural products. The 
national average salary for 
agricultural purchasing 
agents is around $51,000 
annually.

• Warehouse manager: 
The receiving, shipping 
and storage of agricultural 
materials is overseen by 
a warehouse manager. 
Indeed notes that these 

Career opportunities in the agricultural sector

professionals now rou-
tinely utilize artificial 
intelligence products to 
manage inventory. Ware-
house managers must 
know and adhere to safety 
procedures and guidelines 
that dictate how materials 
and products are stored. 
The average salary of a 
warehouse manager is 
around $52,000 per year.

• Sales: Like every 

industry, the agricultural 
sector requires talented 
sales personnel. Agri-
cultural sales reps sell 
materials and products 
and identify the needs 
of potential customers. 
Agricultural sales reps 
may spend ample time on 
the road at trade shows. 
Doing so allows them to 
identify customers as well 
as their needs and wants, 

and promote their own 
products and services. 
An ability to foster strong 
and trusting interpersonal 
relationships is invaluable 
for agricultural sales reps, 
who Indeed reports earn an 
average of about $60,000 
per year.

• Environmental en-
gineer: Environmental 
engineers play pivotal 
roles within the industry, 

and could become even 
more vital in the decades 
ahead as the effects of 
climate change become 
more apparent. Environ-
mental engineers design 
and implement solutions 
that occur on agricultural 
sites, helping to address 
issues such as unhealthy 
soil, insufficient drain-
age and inefficiencies, 
among other concerns. A 

career as an environmental 
engineer within the agri-
cultural industry can be 
rewarding and lucrative, 
with Indeed noting that 
the average annual salary 
for this position is a little 
more than $77,000.

These are just some of 
the career paths individ-
uals can consider as they 
explore the agricultural 
sector.
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LOCAL VIEWS

Lowell
Harp

The Rochelle News-Leader 
encourages responsible 
letters to the editor on 

subjects of interest to our 
readers. Editing may be 

necessary for space, clarity 
or to avoid obscenity or libel, 
but ideas will not be altered. 

All letters must bear the 
handwritten signature of the 

writer and include address 
and phone number or e-mail 

address for verification 
purposes. Neither the 

street address nor phone 
number will be printed. 

Letters should be typed or 

legibly handwritten, and no 
anonymous letters will be 

published. Any letters from 
boards or organizations 

must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any 
criticism of public officials 
should be limited to issues 

related strictly to their 
position or actions made in 
office, as personal attacks 

will not be published. 
Letters involving private 

disputes between the 
writer and a business will 
not be published. Political 

endorsements will be 

published, however letters 
from candidates endorsing 

themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be 

dropped at the News-Leader 
office (211 IL Route 38 East), 
mailed to the News-Leader 

(P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 
61068) or e-mailed (news@
rochellenews-leader.com.) 
The News-Leader reserves 

the right to edit or reject any 
letter to the editor for any 
reason, and letters chosen 

for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views 

of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso                bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us       

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Trisha Vaughn                                tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey  dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta  sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
Jennifer Thompson            jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas   bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger  brent.ohlinger@rthsd212.org
Laurie Pillen     laurie.pillen@rthsd212.org
Joel Thompson                joel.thompson@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Kristi Gonzales       kgonzales@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
Eileen Braski           ebraski@hillcrestil.us
Joe Thompson                      jthompson@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

MAYOR Be-
arrows and I 
had the honor 

of presenting the 2024 
State of the Community 
address at City Hall and 
live on Facebook last 
month. Our team ac-
complished a lot in 2023 
and we are excited for 
great things to come in 
2024. We continue looking 
for new opportunities to 
implement positive and 
necessary changes that 
will lead to organizational 
and system improvements 
moving forward.  

The changes we con-

tinue to make are possible 
because of the support 
and leadership for our 
mayor and city council.  
Mayor Bearrows, along 
with councilmembers 
Hayes, McDermott, Ar-
teaga, Shaw-Dickey, Mc-
Dermott and Valdivieso, 
provide Rochelle strong 
policy leadership.  The 
stewardship and guidance 
they provide gives staff 
the tools and direction to 
recommend and imple-
ment new policy initia-
tives.  These initiatives 
reference back to our 
six strategic plan goals, 

which are Economic & 
Business Development, 
Financial Management & 
Stability, Commu-
nity Inclusiveness 
& Engagement, 
Infrastructure Ef-
fectiveness & Im-
provement, Core 
Service Delivery, 
and Quality of 
Life.

I am most proud 
of how fiscally 
stable our organization is.  
The general fund and all 
major utility funds contin-
ue to see an increase in our 
cash on hand.  This is due 

to strong fiscal steward-
ship from our employees, 
specifically our finance 

and leadership 
team.  I am also 
proud that we were 
able to approve a 
slight property tax 
decrease for 2024.  
I realize it’s not 
a large decrease, 

but our council 
and staff remain 
committed to hold-

ing the line on taxes and 
working to find ways to 
allow you to keep more of 
your hard-earned money. 

There are too many 

projects to list out individ-
ually.  What is important 
to note is the hard work 
and dedication our depart-
ment directors provide to 
increase investments in 
infrastructure and core 
service delivery.  Whether 
it’s finding grants to a new 
water well, increasing our 
electric system reliability, 
working to support our 
local businesses or part-
nering with other entities 
to provide new training 
opportunities for our em-
ployees, our team excels in 
moving Rochelle forward.  

If you would like a copy 

of our presentation, it can 
be found on our website 
under the city manager’s 
page.  If you have any 
questions or suggestions 
feel free to contact me.

“The best and most 
beautiful things in the 
world cannot be seen 
or even touched - they 
must be felt with the 
heart.”-Helen Keller

“If opportunity does 
not knock, build a door.” 
-Milton Berle

Jeffrey A. Fiegenschuh, 
ICMA-CM, MPA, is the 
city manager of the City 
of Rochelle.

THE most power-
ful nation in the 
world fails again 

and again, like a giant in 
chains, at the most basic 
tasks of government.

The spectacle that re-
cently played out in Con-
gress is a good example. 
You know something’s 
wrong when the simple 
act of passing a budget is 
a crisis. Likewise when 
proposed laws supported 
by a majority of the House 
or Senate can’t reach the 
floor for a vote.

Immigration, Ukraine, 
and Gaza are emergencies 
that cry for immediate 
action. Congress, mean-
while, is paralyzed. It 
seems too much to hope 
that by the time this article 
appears, it will have some-
how managed to respond 
to these crises.

Congressional inac-
tivity has cost us dearly 

over the years. It’s drawn 
presidents and the courts 
into trying to take on re-
sponsibilities that rightly 
belong to a legislature. 
Presidential and judicial 
decrees are makeshift, 
undemocratic, and inef-
fective substitutes for the 
law-making duties that 
Congress has failed to 
fulfill.

Fareed Zakaria, who 
grew up in India, pres-
ents his perspective on 
the weaknesses of our 
political institutions in his 
book, “Ten Lessons for a 
Post-Pandemic World.” 
He offers as an example 
our erratic, inconsistent, 
and second-rate response 
to the COVID-19 pan-
demic that began in 2020. 
The difference, he says, 
between us and nations 
that managed the crisis 
effectively isn’t about the 
size of government, or 

about liberalism versus 
conservatism. 

The thing that those 
countries have in com-
mon is “a competent, 
well-functioning, trust-
ed state.” His chapter 
title puts it this way: 
“What Matters Is Not the 
Quantity of Gov-
ernment, but the 
Quality.” This is 
where America 
falls short.

Mr.  Zakaria 
places the blame 
on liberals for add-
ing “layers upon 
layers of bureau-
cracy and regula-
tion,” conservatives for 
starving the government 
of needed funding, and 
both for micromanaging 
government agencies in-
stead of allowing them the 
independence they need to 
do their jobs effectively. 
He sees the checks and 

balances running through 
every level of government 
as another facet of this 
resistance to letting it get 
on with the task of gov-
erning. Requirements for 
approval from multiple 
parties for every decision 
“ensures that someone, 

somewhere can 
always block any 
positive action.” 

Mr. Zakaria 
didn’t mention the 
Senate filibuster, 
which can enable 
a Senator to block 

a vote on a popular 
measure, but it’s 
surely an example 

of the veto power that in-
dividuals or small groups 
can wield. The House 
of Representatives, for 
its part, has a tradition, 
called the Hastert Rule, 
that denies a vote to a 
bill unless it’s supported 
by more than half of the 

majority party, even if it 
has the backing of most 
of the House as a whole. 
In both cases, a small 
group — or even a single 
politician — can effective-
ly veto measures that are 
both popular and urgently 
needed.

Being the most power-
ful nation in the world has 
allowed us to more or less 
get by so far, but the dam-
age from our “battered and 
creaky institutions” — in 
Mr. Zakaria’s wording — 
is taking its toll. “There 
are many liberal democ-
racies that are just as free 
as America,” says Mr. 
Zakaria, “but with gov-
ernments that are far more 
competent. In tackling the 
pressing challenges of our 
time…America has been 
failing for a generation.”

Mr. Zakaria insists that 
the solution isn’t necessar-
ily a bigger government, 

but instead one that has 
”limited power but clear 
lines of authority.” I would 
add to that a Congress 
that’s capable of making 
decisions.

Reforms to our polit-
ical system are part of 
the answer. Something 
still deeper is even more 
critical. Beneath it all is 
a distrust of any and all 
governments — and of 
each other — that drives 
us to erect roadblocks to 
needed action. 

Only when we resolve 
that issue will America 
cease to be a giant in 
chains.

Lowell Harp is a retired 
school psychologist who 
served school districts in 
Ogle County. His column 
runs monthly in The Ogle 
County Life. For previous 
articles, you can follow 
him on Facebook at http://
fb.me/lowellharp.

The state of the community is strong

Jeff
Fiegenschuh

Lowell Harp: A giant in chains
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
April 2

Zachery Smith
 

April 3
Duane Aleman
Dave Helfrich

 
April 4

Clarissa Dodillet
Edward and 

Sandra Hickey 
(anniversary)

 
April 6

Stephen Avila
Eddie Villalobos

Josh & Sarah 
Kulwicki 

(anniversary)

 April 7
Arianna Grana

Anjelique Grana
Beckham Stockton

 
April 8

Jodi Prosser
Trevor Komadina

Timothy Avila
 

April 10
Johnny Gonzales

 
April 11

Bev Wiginton
Christine Doering
Chris & Christine 

Doering 
(anniversary)

 April 12
Charles Peterman

 
April 16

Marissa Seldal
James Doering

 
April 18

Millie Danekas
 

April 19
Pastor Angelo 

Bonacquisti
 

April 21
Emma Waters

 

April 24
Jose Tlapa

Lainie Arnold
 

April 26
Evan Jones

 
April 30

Nora Bridgeman
Oakley Gonzales

 
May 1

Jamey King

Mar. 8 - Noah Mershon, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 9 - Stacey Horstmeier, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 10 - Gail Walker, Rochelle, $50

Mar. 11 - Christine Gorman, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 12 - Ethan Etes, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 13 - Danny Miller, Ashton, $25

Mar. 14 - Allison Wagner-Huntley, Byron, $25

Mar. 15 - Tiffany Meyers, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 16 - From the Heart, $25

Mar. 17 - From the Heart, $250

Mar. 18 - Edith Yarbrough, Dixon, $25

Mar. 19 - Caily Gustafson, Topeka, Kansas, $25

Mar. 20 - Two Sisters on Main, Amboy, $25

Mar. 21 - Elvis Baneski, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 22 - From the Heart, $25

Mar. 23 - From the Heart, $25

Mar. 24 - Jan Thompson, Rochelle, $50

Mar. 25 - From the Heart, $25

Mar. 26  - Brian Vanderheyden, Sycamore, $25

Mar. 27 - Rochelle Chamber, $25

Mar. 28 - From the Heart, $25

Mar. 29 - Mark Boehm, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 30 - Chad Horner, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 31 - Greg Duffy, Dixon, $300

Apr. 1 - Mark Nink, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 2 - Mike and Gabrielle Nachman, Madison, WI, $25

Apr. 3 - Leslie Mann, Rochelle, $25

OGLE COUNTY — 
The Ogle County Emer-
gency Food and Shelter 
Program has been listed to 
receive federal appropria-
tions from EFSP Nation-
al Board Program in the 
amount of $28,062 for phase 
40. This amount is subject 
to change by the National 
EFSP National Board.  The 
Ogle County EFSP Program 

is accepting grant letters of 
application from agencies 
in Ogle County that provide 
emergency food and shelter.

Eligible agencies must 
meet the following crite-
ria; have the capability to 
provide emergency food 
and/or shelter services; 
propose to use the funds to 
supplement or expand an 
existing program and ser-

vices; is a private nonprofit 
with a voluntary board or 
an agency of government; 
have an accounting system, 
and practices non-discrim-
ination, have FEIN# and 
DUNNs #.  

Letters of application for 
requested funds should be 
made to Ogle County Emer-
gency Food and Shelter, and 
emailed to HOPE of Ogle 

County, Attn: Ruth Carter,  
hopeogle.admin@hopedv.
org The application letters 
must be received by 5 p.m. 
on Friday, April 19.

The local board is to dis-
tribute funds appropriated 
by Congress to help expand 
the capacity of food and 
shelter programs run by local 
service organizations with 
services in Ogle County. 

Ogle County EFSP accepting grant applications

PRINCETON — Join 
us on Saturday, April 13 at 
5 p.m. at the Simon Confer-
ence Center, located at 446 
Elm Place in Princeton, 
for an evening dedicated 
to supporting the essential 
services provided by Free-
dom House to victims of do-
mestic and sexual violence. 
Inspired by “The Power of 
Love” by Huey Lewis and 
the News, this event coin-
cides with Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month (April) 
and promises to be an un-
forgettable experience.

Guests will be treated 
to a champagne reception, 
delectable cuisine, and live 
musical performances by 

the talented duo “Bell & 
Field” featuring Greg Per-
cifield & Tom Campbell.

In addition to the enter-
tainment, a live auction will 
offer attendees the oppor-
tunity to bid on exclusive 
items, with all proceeds 
going towards sustaining 
Freedom House’s crucial 
services for victims and 
their families.

We are honored to pay 
tribute to Marshall Jones, 
former Board President, 
and current Director, for 
his unwavering support 
and dedication to Freedom 
House’s mission over the 
years.

Freedom House needs 

your help in our efforts 
to assist innocent victims 
of domestic and sexual 
violence. Please show your 
appreciation and support 
by reserving your place or 
donating to the “Power of 
Love” fundraising gala. For 
event tickets and more in-
formation, visit our website 
at http://www.freedomhou-
seillinois.org.

Let’s come together to 
make a difference in the 
lives of those who need 
it most.

Serving Illinois since 
1983, Freedom House is 
a non-profit 501c3 cor-
poration offering support 
– always free of charge, 

regardless of income – for 
victims of domestic and 
sexual violence in Bureau, 
Henry, Marshall, Putnam, 
and Stark counties. With 
offices in Princeton, Ke-
wanee, and Cambridge, 
Freedom House employs 
compassionate and skilled 
professionals to provide 
confidential, quality ser-
vices to victims in need, 
including a 24-hour cri-
sis line (800-474-6031), 
emergency and transitional 
shelter, medical and legal 
advocacy, adult and child 
counseling, awareness and 
prevention education, and 
training for volunteers and 
professionals.

Freedom House to host April 13 benefit ‘The Power of Love’
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Dimond Bros

Jane Reineck Crusader
Dinner & Auction

Pulled Pork Meal
Pulled Pork Meal

$10$10
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Tic
ke

t) (a meatless 
mostaccioli option 

will be available)

Friday, April 12
Serving dinner 

5-6:30pm

Silent Auction during dinner  
                Live Auction begins  

at 6:30pmpm

Proceeds will benefit the education needs at St. Paul Lutheran School.
Tickets available at St. Paul Lutheran School - 1415 Tenth Ave., Rochelle, IL • 815-562-6323

I am the vine; you are the branches. John 15:5

04
03
20
24

SPRINGFIELD — 
Ogle County has been 
issued a final property 
assessment equalization 
factor of 1.0000, ac-
cording to David Harris, 
director of the Illinois 
Department of Revenue 
(IDOR).

The property assess-
ment equalization factor, 
often called the “multi-
plier,” is the method used 
to achieve uniform prop-
erty assessments among 
counties, as required by 
law. This equalization is 
particularly important 
because some of the 
state’s 6,600 local taxing 
districts overlap into two 
or more counties (e.g., 
school districts, junior 
college districts, fire 
protection districts). If 
there was no equaliza-
tion among counties, 
substantial inequities 
among taxpayers with 
comparable properties 
would result.

Under a law passed in 
1975, property in Illinois 
should be assessed at 
one-third (1/3) of its mar-
ket value. Farm property 
is assessed differently 
with farm homesites 
and dwellings subject 
to regular assessing and 
equalization procedures. 
Farmland is assessed 
at one-third of its agri-
culture economic value 
and not subject to the 
state equalization factor. 
Assessments in Ogle 
County are at 33.01% 
of market value, based 
on sales of properties in 
2020, 2021, and 2022.

The equalization fac-
tor currently being as-
signed is for 2023 taxes, 
payable in 2024. 

Last year’s equaliza-
tion factor for the county 
was 1.0000.

The final assessment 
equalization factor was 
issued after a public 
hearing on the tentative 

factor. The tentative 
factor issued on Dec. 8, 
2023 was 1.0000.

The equalization fac-
tor is determined annu-
ally for each county by 
comparing the price of 
individual properties 
sold over the past three 
years to the assessed 
value placed on those 
properties by the county 
supervisor of assess-
ments/county assessor.

If the three-year aver-
age level of assessment is 
one-third of the market 
value, the equalization 
factor will be one (1). 
If the average level of 
assessment is greater 
than one-third of market 
value, the equalization 
factor will be less than 
one (1). And if the aver-
age level of assessment 
is less than one-third 
of market value, the 
equalization factor will 
be greater than one (1).

A change in the equal-

R O C K F O R D  – 
Thomas R.  Hughes, 
president & CEO of 
S t i l l m a n  B a n c C o r p 
N.A., along with the 
board of directors have 
moved to promote the 
following bank officer: 
Paul Dahlstrom, senior 
credit analyst.

Paul joined the Still-
man Bank credit depart-
ment in 2017. He grad-

uated from Pensacola 
Christian College with 
a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Finance. In 
his role as senior credit 
analyst, Paul leads the 
credit analysis for all 
commercial loans.

“We congra tu la te 
Paul and thank him for 
the strong commitment 
and leadership he shows 
toward his responsibili-

ties,” Hughes said. “We 
recognize how fortunate 
we are to have such 
dedicated individuals 
serving the bank and 
our customers as we 
continue to grow in the 
communities we serve.”

For more information 
about Stillman Bank, 
please contact (815) 
645-2266 or visit www.
stillmanbank.com.

Stillman Bank announces promotion of Dahlstrom

2023 Ogle County final multiplier announced
ization factor does not 
mean total property tax 
bills will increase or 
decrease. Tax bills are 
determined by local tax-
ing bodies when they re-
quest money each year to 
provide services to local 
citizens. If the amount 
requested by local taxing 
districts is not greater 
than the amount received 
in the previous year, then 
total property taxes will 
not increase even if as-
sessments increase.

The assessed value of 
an individual property 
determines what portion 
of the tax burden a specif-
ic taxpayer will assume. 
That individual’s portion 
of tax responsibility is 
not changed by the mul-
tiplier.

From page 1

“This will set the stan-
dard for ag and our farm-
ers,” LaHood said. “Here 
in Ogle County, we have 
some of the richest farm-
land in the entire world. 
The farm bill is essen-
tial to supporting crop 
insurance, and setting 
renewable fuel standards. 
We’re working to get that 

done and a lot of farmers 
are waiting for us to set 
that policy.

LaHood called housing 
“a big issue” in his district 
and across the country 
and cited a low-income 
housing shortage in all 
areas. He introduced a bill 
a year ago for low-income 
housing tax credits for 
new construction. The 
bill passed the house and 

is currently in the senate.
“We believe this will 

do a lot of good to help 
low-income housing,” 
LaHood said. “If it passes 
hopefully in the next cou-
ple of months, it would 
create about 8,000-10,000 
new housing units in the 
state of Illinois alone to 
bring in more low-in-
come housing, which is 
essential to economic 

development and growing 
our communities.”

Mayor John Bearrows 
and City Economic De-
velopment Director Jason 
Anderson thanked La-
Hood for his work with 
the city.

“Many of you have 
heard a lot about the proj-
ects we have going on in 
Rochelle in the past, pres-
ent and future,” Bearrows 

said. “Darin is a big part 
of not only supporting Ro-
chelle, but his entire dis-
trict. Whenever we call to 
talk to him, we always get 
an answer. He’s a hands-
on, get-it-done kind guy. 
He’s been gracious to us 
with many projects. We 

suggest things, and he 
doesn’t forget them. He 
knows what’s important. 
The Dement Road ex-
tension project relates to 
connectivity for trucking 
and safety to get the trucks 
out of the residential areas 
in town.”

LAHOOD: U.S. Congressman visits Rochelle on March 26

From page 1

“On behalf of the 
whole foundation, thank 
you very much.”

The next to accept 
a check was Shining 
Star Children’s Advo-
cacy Center Executive 
Director Jessica Cash. 
Her organization is the 
child advocacy center 
that serves Ogle and Lee 
County and works with 

children and families 
that have been affected 
by child abuse. Shining 
Star works alongside 
police, DCFS, the FBI 
and prosecutors on child 
abuse cases. It provides 
forensic interviewing 
of children, counseling, 
court advocacy, medical 
exams, support groups 
for kids and parents, com-
munity abuse prevention 
programs and more.

“Thank you to every-
body that came to From 
the Heart,” Cash said. “I 
think my first experience 
with From the Heart 
was the second year. It’s 
amazing to see the growth 
in attendance and just the 
games and the experience. 
Thank you to everybody 
that’s been a part of that.”

The next to accept a 
check was CASA Execu-
tive Director Trisha Tay-

on. CASA is a nonprofit, 
volunteer organization 
that advocates for the best 
interests of abused and 
neglected children within 
the juvenile court system 
in Lee, Carroll and Ogle 
Counties. 

“On behalf of CASA 
and the board of direc-
tors, volunteers and the 
kids we serve, thank you 
very much,” Tayon said. 
“This money is extremely 

beneficial to our program 
because it’s unrestricted 
funds. It will help us hire 
a part-time supervisor 
in Ogle County. This is 
extremely important to 
us. I had one supervisor 
doing two counties. We’re 
very appreciative of this 
money.”

The final check was 
accepted by Kathy Olson 
of the Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry. 

“This is the first year 
that I’ve been involved 
in the From the Heart 
committee,” Olson said. 
“It’s a well-oiled machine. 
They know exactly what 
they’re doing. This is very 
meaningful to the food 
pantry. This has been our 
biggest year ever. We had 
over 6,600 visits, which 
represented feeding over 
21,000 people. We really 
appreciate this money.”

FTH: Second round of checks made to local nonprofits
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SPORTS SLUGGERS TAKE SECOND 
 
The Rochelle 561 Sluggers 11U baseball 
team earned a second-place finish. 
 
See page 3 for more details
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RTHS Baseball

Hubs beat down Belvidere
Bruns tosses six shutout frames as Rochelle tops Bucs 9-1 on Friday evening

RTHS Softball

Lady Hubs travel for Jacksonville tournament
Rochelle finishes 1-2 over three games at Future Champions Sports Complex

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

JACKSONVILLE 
— The Rochelle Lady 
Hub varsity softball team 
traveled to the Future 
Champions Sports Com-
plex in Jacksonville over 
the weekend for its annual 
Spring Break tournament. 
Rochelle played three 
games, falling against 
Fulton on Friday before 
splitting games against 
ROWVA/Williamsfield 
and Seymour on Saturday 
to conclude the event.

Fulton
The Rochelle Lady Hub 

varsity softball team col-
lected five hits in a 14-0 
road loss against Fulton 
on Friday evening. Sopho-
more Madigan Williams 
doubled, while four other 
players recorded singles 
for the Lady Hubs (1-1, 
0-0 Interstate 8) in the loss 
to the Steamers.

Fulton tallied three runs 
on a two-run homer and 
an RBI groundout in the 
bottom of the first inning. 
The Steamers added two 
runs in the bottom of the 
second inning, scoring on 
an RBI triple and an error 
on the Lady Hubs, who 
committed seven errors in 
the loss on Friday.

Four hits including two 
singles, one double and 

The Rochelle Lady Hub varsity softball team traveled to the Future Champions Sports Complex in Jacksonville over the weekend for its 
annual Spring Break tournament. Rochelle played three games, falling against Fulton on Friday before splitting games against ROWVA/
Williamsfield and Seymour on Saturday to conclude the event.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

one triple led to five Fulton 
runs in the bottom of the 
third inning, allowing the 
Steamers to take a 10-0 
lead. Fulton sealed its win 
with four runs on an RBI 
single, a passed ball and a 
two-run homer in the bot-
tom of the fourth inning.

Rochelle put two run-

ners on base in the top 
of the first inning, where 
Williams doubled and 
advanced to third on a 
two-out single from junior 
Lauren Dyer. Freshman 
Camryn Metzger singled in 
the top of the third inning, 
while freshmen Emma 
Heller and Briel Metzger 

each singled in the top of 
the fifth inning, but the 
Lady Hubs were unable to 
avoid the shutout.

ROWVA/
Williamsfield
The Rochelle Lady 

Hub varsity softball team 

continued tournament 
play with a game against 
ROWVA/Williamsfield on 
Saturday. Junior Lauren 
Dyer doubled and recorded 
two RBIs, while sopho-
more Madigan Williams 
singled twice and added 
two RBIs as the Lady Hubs 
fell 27-8. 

ROWVA/Williamsfield 
tallied three runs in both 
the first and second in-
nings, taking a 6-0 lead 
before scoring four runs 
in the third innings and 
12 runs in the top of the 
fourth inning. 

See SOFTBALL pg 2

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Freshman Brody Bruns completed six innings on the pitcher’s mound Friday, striking out six batters without 
allowing a walk or an earned run as the Rochelle Hub varsity baseball team beat Belvidere 9-1.

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

R O C H E L L E  — 
Freshman left-hander 
Brody Bruns was in firm 
command on the mound 
Friday evening, when 
the Rochelle Hub varsity 
baseball team hosted Bel-
videre in nonconference 
play.

Bruns fired six shutout 
innings against the Bucs, 
striking out six batters 
without walking a single 
batter while holding Bel-
videre to just two hits. 
With the freshman deal-
ing on the mound and the 
Hubs backing him up with 
quality infield defense, 
Rochelle cruised over the 
Bucs for a 9-1 win. It’s the 
first home victory of the 
season for the Hubs (2-3, 
0-0 Interstate 8), who will 
face the Princeton Tigers 
at home on April 2 before 
traveling to battle Boylan 
Catholic on April 4.

“All of my pitches were 
working today and I was 
feeling it,” Bruns said. “I 
was throwing strikes and 
they weren’t touching it. 
It was a pretty good day 
overall. My fastball was 
really good today and I 
got a lot of swings and 
misses. I got a couple of 
swinging strikeouts with 
my cutter too. It feels 
good to get a win under 

our belt, especially before 
the conference schedule 
starts.”

Rochelle held a 2-0 
lead after the first in-
ning, where senior Brock 
Metzger singled and 
scored on a passed ball 
before Bruns laced an 
RBI single up the middle 
to bring home sopho-
more Brode Metzger, who 
singled in his first at-bat 
of the game. The Hubs 
tallied two more runs in 
the second inning, scoring 
on an RBI single from se-
nior Braden Behrens and 
a sacrifice fly from junior 
Ryan Senne. Behrens 
went 2-for-3 with three 
RBIs to lead the Rochelle 
offense.

“I thought we all came 
out prepared after our big 
loss yesterday,” Behrens 
said. “The boys were 
ready to play today. I just 
took a deep breath at the 
plate and waited for the 
right pitch to rip. We’ve 
been working hard all 
winter and the boys are 
ready to compete for a 
championship.”

An RBI double from 
senior Brandt Waters 
sparked a two-run effort 
from the Hubs in the bot-
tom of the third inning, 
where juniors Elijah Har-
ley and Carson Lewis both 
scored after reaching base 
on Belvidere errors. After 

a scoreless fourth inning, 
Rochelle scratched runs 
over both the fifth and 
sixth innings to take a 9-0 
lead over the Bucs. Lewis 
smacked a one-out double 
and touched home plate 
on an RBI single from 
Behrens to make the score 

7-0 in the fifth inning.
Lewis continued to find 

success at the plate during 
the sixth inning, reaching 
on an RBI infield single 
that fueled a two-run effort 
in the frame. Belvidere 
avoided the shutout with 
one run in the top of the 

seventh inning, where the 
Bucs scored on a catcher’s 
interference and a wild 
pitch.

Belvidere 
North

A pair of crooked num-

bers from the Belvidere 
North offense doomed 
the Rochelle Hub var-
sity baseball team during 
Thursday’s nonconfer-
ence matchup against the 
Blue Thunder. 

See BASEBALL pg 2

Tue-Fri 9am-4pm • Sat 9am-1pm • Sun & Mon Closed

429-433 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765

hubcityfurniture.com

HUB CITY HUB CITY 
FURNITUREFURNITURE

SPRING is the perfect time for new bedroom furniture at SPRING is the perfect time for new bedroom furniture at Check out our NEXT 
American Hero
page April 10th!
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SPORTS

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Gutters, Roofing & Siding

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a Need to get the word out about a 

product or service you offer? product or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 
We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Concrete

• Residential &  
Commercial Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE  
ESTIMATES!

Plumbing, Heating 
& Cooling

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976

Li
c#

 0
55

-0
13

99
9

Lawn Care

In Business Since 1999
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

Call Jeremy Furman at 815-761-9619
Please leave message and I will return your call ASAP

Furman’s Lawn Care
SPRING 

CLEAN-UP! • Weekly Mowing• Weekly Mowing
• Bush Tr Bush Trimming & Removal

• Gutter Cleaning
• Much More!

Heating & Air Conditioning

BASEBALL: Rochelle falls to Belvidere North and Marmion

Junior Carson Lewis throws a pitch during the Rochelle Hub varsity baseball game against Belvidere North on 
Thursday evening. The Hubs fell to the Blue Thunder 20-2 after falling 10-0 at Marmion on Tuesday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

From page 1

Behind a nine-run ef-
fort in the first inning and 
a seven-run explosion in 
the third inning, Belvidere 
North cruised over the 
Hubs, handing Rochelle a 
20-2 loss in its home opener

The Blue Thunder tal-
lied its first two runs on a 
bases-loaded hit-by-pitch 
and a balk in the top of 
the first inning. Belvi-
dere North followed with 
a two-run double from 
Kaden McElroy and an 
RBI double from Caleb 
Gallagly, who gave the 
Blue Thunder a 6-0 lead 
with only one out in the 
frame. Jovanni Alvarez 
added an RBI single to 
keep the Belvidere North 
offense rolling.

Rochelle fell behind 
16-0 after the Blue Thunder 
scratched seven runs in 
the top of the third inning, 
where Trent Dinsmore 
drew a bases-loaded walk 
and Lukas Koeller belted a 
two-run double into center 
field. Gallagly followed 
with an RBI single and 
Nolan Benney slapped a 
two-run single in the next 
at-bat to keep the bats alive 
for the Belvidere North 
offense. Alvarez recorded 
his second RBI single of 
the game later in the frame 
to put his team ahead 16-0.

The Hubs tallied two 

runs in the bottom of the 
fourth inning, scoring on a 
pair of bases-loaded walks 
to senior Brock Metzger 
and sophomore brother 
Brode Metzger. Junior 
Ethan Goodwin smacked a 
lead-off single to begin the 
frame, while junior Carson 
Lewis and senior Brandt 
Waters each drew walks 
over the next two at-bats 
to load the bases for the 
Rochelle offense. 

B e l v i d e r e  N o r t h 
clinched the win with a 
four-run effort in the top 
of the fifth inning, where 
Jack Chamberlin drilled a 
two-run double and Adam 
Marshall added an RBI 
double of his own.

Marmion
The Rochelle Hub var-

sity baseball team was 
held to one hit during a 
10-0 loss against Marmion 
Academy on Wednesday 
evening. Freshman Brody 
Bruns doubled in the top 
of the fourth inning for the 
team’s lone hit in the loss 
to the Cadets.

Marmion tallied two 
runs in the top of the first 
inning, scoring on sac-
rifice flies from Charlie 
Schweiner and Emmit 
Collins. The Cadets fol-
lowed with four runs in 
the top of the third inning, 
where Schweiner belted a 
two-run homer after run-

scoring doubles from Tyler 
Sowers and Ethan Flores. 
Sophomore Brode Metzger 
drew a first-inning walk 
and junior Carson Lewis 
reached on an error in the 
bottom of the second in-
ning, but neither Hub was 

able to score.
Four Rochelle runners 

reached base in the top of 
the fourth inning, where 
Metzger walked before 
Bruns doubled and junior 
Elijah Harley reached on 
a fielder’s choice. Junior 

Ryan Senne drew a two-
out walk after a tagout and 
lineout, but a strikeout at 
the plate ended the frame.

Marmion clinched the 
win with four runs in the 
bottom of the fifth inning, 
where Collins slapped 

an RBI single and Adam 
Ozsvath scored on a passed 
ball to put the Cadets up 
8-0. Gavin Burt reached 
on an error and Nathan 
Bostrand reached on a 
fielder’s choice to plate two 
more runs.

From page 1

The Lady Hubs (1-2, 
0-0 Interstate 8) scored 
all eight of their runs in 
the bottom of the fourth 
inning, making the score 
22-8 before ROWVA/
Williamsfield scratched 
five runs in the fifth in-
ning.

Rochelle finished with 
seven hits and six errors 
in the loss. Freshmen 
Emma Heller and Camryn 
Metzger each finished 
with one hit and one RBI, 

while freshmen Jaclynn 
Lira and Dylan Etes both 
notched RBIs in the loss. 
Heller pitched five in-
nings, striking out three 
batters.

Seymour
The Rochelle Lady 

Hub varsity softball team 
wrapped up the tourna-
ment with a 17-7 win 
over Seymour on Satur-
day afternoon. Rochelle 
collected 15 hits in the 
victory and junior Lau-
ren Dyer pitched all six 

innings, striking out six 
batters while holding Sey-
mour to two earned runs.

The Lady Hubs (2-2, 
0-0 Interstate 8) tallied 
three runs in the top of the 
first inning, but fell behind 
after Seymour scored five 
runs in the bottom of the 
first inning. Both teams 
scratched two runs in the 
fourth inning, making the 
score 7-5 before Rochelle 
exploded for six runs in 
the top of the fifth inning. 
The Lady Hubs sealed 
their win with two runs 

in the sixth inning.
Senior Ella Alfano 

enjoyed a stellar outing 
at the plate, going 4-for-5 
with a triple, three singles, 
three runs scored and two 
RBIs. Freshman Emma 
Heller went 2-for-5 with 
a double, a single, two 
runs and three RBIs, while 
freshman Phelisity Lopez 
went 2-for-5 with two 
triples, three runs scored 
and three RBIs. Dyer went 
2-for-5 with a double, a 
single and two RBIs at 
the dish.

SOFTBALL: Lady Hubs move to 2-2 overall this season



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 2 • PAGE 3WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3, 2024

Rochelle 561 Sluggers Baseball

Rochelle 561 Sluggers 11U team places second in 2024 Spring Buster tournament over the weekend

(COURTESY PHOTO)

The Rochelle 561 Sluggers 11U baseball team took second place in the 2024 Spring Buster tournament at the Floyd J. Tilton Sports Complex over the weekend. The 561 
Sluggers went 2-1 over three games, defeating Rochelle Rampage 10U  8-0 and Mendota Matadors 11U 3-1 before falling against Dixon Rebels 11U 5-2 in the finals. 

The team includes Bentley Etes, Bennett Law, Brayson Bouland, Brecken Bruns, Chase Brown, Cody Cox, Cooper Harris, Dom Escatel, Garrett Miller, Greyson Dettman, 
Gwen Good, Landon Johnson, Remy Hunley, Roberto Bugarin and Rafael Betancourt. The team is coached by Scott Etes, Manny Lopez and John Cox.

SPORTS
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Youth programs, schools 
and non-profit groups look 
to our businesses first when 
fundraising. These community-

minded businesses donate faithfully 
to local youth sports programs, 
community clubs, nonprofit groups 
and churches – just to name a few. 
Shouldn’t we look to those same 
businesses first when we need goods 
and services? Of course we should!

High rate of return. For every 
$100 spent in independently 
owned stores, $68 returns to the 
community through payroll, taxes 

and other expenditures. Online orders 
return absolutely nothing to Rochelle, 
IL.

Seeking health care in your 
hometown brings the comforts 
of receiving qualified care from 
people you know and trust. 

Whether it be a trip to the dentist, 
regular health care screenings, a visit 
to a specialist or an emergency, you 
need not travel. It’s all right here.

Banking with people who 
know you is a luxury found 
only in hometowns. You don’t 
have to show your ID every time 

you go in. You can get a loan from 
people who know you and understand 
your needs, whether it be money for 
your first car or to help your business 
grow. Local banks believe in the value 
of community members helping one 
another.

No one wants to have to make 
an insurance claim, but it’s 
painless when your agent is 
your neighbor. You don’t have 

to convince them that there was a hail 
storm, or that the wind nearly took your 
roof off. They know because they live 

here. Which do you want when you’ve 
had a bad day: A face-to-face meeting 
with your local agent, or a machine 
answering the phone at that big 
national insurer that advertises on TV?

Time is money. It’s simple math 
(especially when you figure in 
gas mileage.) Shopping locally 
can actually save you both time 

and money!

Customer service after 
the sale is invaluable. 
Local retailers not only take 
responsibility for the product 

they sold, they will often fix it or replace 
it – no questions asked. Appliances, 
furniture, computers and electronics 
sometimes have glitches. Would you 
rather box yours up, send it to who 
knows where, and wait six to eight 
weeks, or just go back to the nice guy 
that helped you when you bought it?

Keeping it local encourages 
community growth. By 
choosing to do business locally, 
you help maintain Rochelle’s 

diversity, charm and appeal; which 
attracts new community members.

One word: Jobs. When you do 
business of any kind in Rochelle, 
it creates and maintains jobs for 
others in our area . A healthy 

employment rate is the cornerstone of 
all economies.
How can you help the economy 
recover? Start at home.

Community Unity

9 Biggest  
Benefits

Of Shopping  
Rochelle First

1

5

9

2

6

3

7

4

8
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on March 28, 
2024 a certificate was 
filed in the Ogle Coun-
ty Clerk’s Office setting 
forth the names and 
post office address of 
all of the persons own-
ing, conducting and 
transacting the busi-
ness known as: 
Brilliant Professional 
Construction
204 N. 11th St.
Rochelle, IL 61068
Dated March 28, 2024
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 0404
(April 3, 10 and 17, 
2024)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone can’t 
ask you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For 
more information, call 
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.” 

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

Furman’s Lawn Care. 
In business since 
1999, weekly mowing, 
bushes, spring clean 
up and much more. 
Fully Insured, Free 
Estimates, Call 
Jeremy Furman, 815-
761-9619. Please 
leave message and I 

will return call ASAP. 

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
d ickharms@hotmai l .
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 
or email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein 
is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-262-3900

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

04092023
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Hackman • Tonia Holland

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson 
                Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

                  815-562-8787        www.jeffperrychevrolet.com

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S

F2
01

7

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
F2
02
2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

2023
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF

Pizza • Pastas 
Sandwiches • Salads and Lots More!

                  • Best Pizza • Pasta  
• Italian Restaurant  

• Appetizer/small plate  
  • Family Restaurant • Local Business

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2020

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2021

SINCE 1967

815.562.7300 
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up

1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL • vincespizzainrochelle.com

Ordering Online is 
easy when you use 

our QR Code!
We are Proud to Support 

the Rochelle Hubs!

H
U
BS

F

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

The Trusted Trucking Company of Many Local Distributors and Manufacturers.

 We Aim for On Time, Every Time!

Small or Big Construction Jobs, We Do Them All!

Queens Trucking & Construction Inc
322 Errett Road, Rochelle
815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

We were Voted Mid-West Truckers  
Association , Inc. Northern Region 

Trucking Company of the year 2022

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Andrew 
Huerta

Year: Freshman
Sport: Baseball

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: 10 years.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: Playing the infield.

Q: What is your favorite school 
subject and why?

A: Math because it’s interesting.
Q: Who is your favorite 

athlete and why?
A: Joe Burrow because he plays 

for my favorite team.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?
A: My parents because they’ve 

taught me a lot.
Q: What is your dream job 

and why?
A: To be an engineer.

Q: Where would your dream 
vacation be and why?

A: Hawaii because it seems like a 
cool place to visit.

Q: What is your favorite thing 
about being a student-athlete at 

RTHS?
A: Being able to play sports.

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: Seven years.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: Playing with my friends and 

traveling.
Q: What is your favorite school 

subject and why?
A: English because Mr. Swartz is 
nice and he makes English fun.

Q: Who is your favorite 
athlete and why?

A: Tom Brady because he went to 
Michigan.

Q: Who is your biggest role 
model and why?

A: My mom and dad because they 
always tell me to work hard and 

to be a better person.
Q: What is your dream job and 

why?
A: To play in the MLB because I 

would love to play the sport I love 
as my job.

Q: Where would your dream 
vacation be and why?

A: Hawaii because it looks nice 
and I could go swimming in the 

ocean.
Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?

A: Being with all of my friends.

Connor
Lewis

Year: Freshman
Sport: Baseball


