
AMBOY – Lee Coun-
ty Farm Bureau (CFB) 
recently joined forces 
with Lee County Ag in 
the Classroom (AITC), 
Regional Office of Ed-
ucation (ROE) #47, and 
Facilitating Coordination 
in Agriculture Education 
(FCAE) to co-host a sym-
posium aimed at bolster-
ing agriculture education 
in the region.

Around 35 local school 
representatives attended 
the Cultivating Con-
nections in Agriculture 
symposium, held March 1 
at Tetten’s Grain in Dix-
on, to learn more about 
the value of agriculture 
education and hear strat-
egies for creating com-
prehensive agriculture 
programs.

“Agriculture is Illinois 
No. 1 industry, yet often 
those crucial programs are 
some of the first on the 
budget line to be cut from 
a public school district 
offering,” said Ashleigh 
Erbes, Lee CFB manager. 
“Cultivating Connections 
is intended to bring in 
administrators and local 
school leaders who don’t 
necessarily have an ag 

background or full under-
standing of the ag industry 
and provide them with an 
enriching experience that 
demonstrates the value of 
an agriculture education 
and why it is so important 
and impactful to highlight 
agriculture as a career 
pathway.”

Cultivating Connec-
tions in Agriculture show-
cased the agriculture 
education experience 
and the uniqueness of 
agriculture education’s 
three-circle model of cur-
riculum, FFA leadership, 
and Supervised Agricul-

ture Experience (SAE). 
The program previewed 
what it requires to provide 
a successful secondary 
agriculture program by 
providing a spotlight on 
what goes on inside and 
outside of the classroom.

Attendees received a 
deep dive into the world 
of agriculture education, 
careers, and leadership 
development through pre-
sentations from current 
FFA students including 
a major state officer, 
current Agricultural Ed-
ucators, and breakout 
sessions with several 

industry leaders cover-
ing a diverse range of 
agriculture careers such 
as governmental affairs 
and communication to 
precision technology.

“Providing support, at 
all levels, to an agricul-
ture education program, 
is essential for student 
success and teacher reten-
tion,” said Stacey Dinges, 
Pathway Coordinator 
with ROE #47. “The Cul-
tivating Connections in 
Agriculture event brings 
together all the local 
lifelines that are easily 
accessible for an aged 
program to thrive.” 

Katie Pratt, Lee Coun-
ty Ag in the Classroom 
Coordinator and Amboy 
FFA Alumni Secretary, 
said, “A successful ag-
riculture education pro-
gram must have invest-
ment from all sectors of 
the community - students, 
parents, businesses and 
school administration. 
Agriculture education 
takes skills learned in 
other educational disci-
plines and applies them 
to real-world situations 
making learning relevant 
for all students.”
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A Tribute to the fallen of World War I
Editor’s note: The Am-

boy News will be publish-
ing a series of articles on 
Lee County veterans who 
served during World War 
I. These heroes are part of 
Amboy’s history and it is 
our honor to publish these 
articles so you can learn 
about their service to our 
country. This article was 
researched by Jack Mead 
and Tom Dempsey, and 
written by Dempsey.

Pvt. Earl H. 
Palsgrove

RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE!
RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE!

BRANDON LaCHANCE
Amboy News Editor

AMBOY – At the be-
ginning of March two 
boxes found their way into 
Amboy High School.

The rectangular con-
tainers didn’t have any-
thing in them to start with 
but by the end of the school 
year in May, the Leo Club, 
the Amboy Lion’s Club 
and Mother Nature hope 
they are stuffed to the brim 
with donated or recycled 
sneakers.

“We chose this project 
because all of the shoes 
we collect will stay out 
of landfills and they will 

be used to raise funds 
for vision and hearing 
services,” said Leo Club 
President Elizabeth Clari-
da. “This project is pretty 
meaningful, so we want it 
to be ongoing to the end of 
the school year. It’ll give 
people a lot of chances to 
turn in their sneakers.

“Mr. (Jim) Travi, who is 
a long-time member of the 
Amboy Lion’s Club, has 
really helped us form the 
Leos Club and he encour-
aged us to do the Sneaker 
Recycling Campaign.” 

The Sneaker Recycling 
Campaign, a program 
through the Lions of Illi-

nois Foundation and gots-
neakers.com, is designed to 
collect sneakers to gener-
ate funds to fuel ongoing 
endeavors in communities 
and Lions Clubs and Leo 
Clubs while making a 
conscience effort to reduce 
thrash heighten recycling.

Through the collect-
ing, which all shoes will 
be sent to the Lions of 
Illinois Foundation, all 
reusable tennis shoes will 
be recirculated to second-
hand markets at affordable 
prices, while heavily used 
footwear will be recycled 
to fully benefit materials 
or to convert waste into 

energy.
The boxes in Amboy 

and throughout the pro-
gram are only accepting 
tennis shoes, sneakers, 

kicks, gym shoes, and 
similar names with the 
same meaning. Dress 
shoes, rain boots, heels, 
stilettos, sandals, slip-ons, 

wedges, and work boots 
will not be accepted for 
the fundraiser.

Leo Club is looking 
for all old sneakers

See Sneakers page A3

A tradition started in 1997, honoring a 
loved one’s memory by naming a street after 
them, is being done again this year. 

The Amboy Civic Organization (ACO) is 
accepting sealed bids until April 19, 2024 
to name the street north of the business 
district. The sign will be hung on May 1 
and will remain with the honored name for 
one year. The sign will then be given to the 
successful bidder. 

Currently the street, Cecil Harrison Way, is 
named after Cecil Harrison. Previous honor-
ees were Bill & Lillie Kant, Makenzies Way, 
Cliff & Pat Weller, Allen Zip Sensenig, Bob 
& Mary Welty, Avery Lovgren, Jake Metzen, 
Gary Hart, Howard & Ruth Shaw, Douglas 
Blaine, Louis Grasser, Doug Antoine, Dave 
Yentzer, James “Mort” Hinkle, James Mead, 
Bob Smith, Lisa Nauman, Dave Payne, 
Dale Etheridge, Elmer “Rocky” Sensenig, 
Arnie Stahr, Bob Machen and Jeff “Bodine” 
Bonnell. 

The money raised will be given to the 
Pankhurst Memorial Library. The minimum 
bid is $200 and will be accepted at the Am-
boy City Hall. 

Want to name an Amboy 
street in honor of a loved one?

Many groups join forces to bolster region’s ag education

Katie Pratt, Lee County Ag in the Classroom Coor-
dinator and Amboy FFA Alumni Secretary, speaks to 
attendees about her personal experience in FFA and 
Agricultural Education courses. Photo contributed

Amboy Civic Organization is 
accepting bigs until April 19 for 
the tradition established in 1997

Co. H, 342nd Infantry 
Regiment, 86th Division

On Sept. 12, 1890, Earl 
Howard Palsgrove was born 
in St. Thomas Township, 
Pennsylvania. Although 
little is known of Earl’s 
childhood there, it is likely 
the family was engaged in 
farming along the southern 
border of Pennsylvania in 
the Greater Appalachian 
Valley. When he reached 
adulthood, Earl moved to 
Lee County where he lived 
with his aunt in western Ash-
ton Township, eventually 

becoming a farm laborer in 
the area.

When America entered 
the Great War in the spring 
of 1917, Earl registered for 
the military draft, and was 
inducted at Camp Grant in 
Rockford during September 
of that same year. During 
this time, tens of thousands 
of young men poured into 
the newly built camp as 
America endeavored to 
create an army large enough 
and sufficiently trained and 
weaponized to confront the 
massive mechanized armies 
of Germany and the central 
powers in Europe. Even 
while at camp preparing 
for the worst, Earl’s hope 

for a prosperous and happy 
life after the war must have 
been in his heart during the 
autumn of 1917 when he 
married Miss Aureola Roe 
of Franklin Grove.

On June 5, 1917, con-
struction began on Camp 
Grant. The Rockford com-
munity had made a bid to 
the government for this 
major training base in the 
war effort. Situated be-
tween the Kishwaukee and 
Rock Rivers (on the site of 
today’s Chicago-Rockford 
International Airport), the 
camp would have plenty 
of access to water and rail 
transport from Rockford to 
other points in the country. 
When completed in 1918, 
Camp Grant would have 
a troop capacity of over 
40,000 soldiers, a base 

hospital, and over 1,500 
buildings on 6,000 acres.

On a Thursday night in 
February of 1918, Private 
Palsgrove was engaged in 
a boxing exercise during 
which he took a hard punch 
to the head. He continued to 
participate in training drills 
for the next two days, finally 
complaining of a severe 
headache late on Saturday 
night. After losing con-
sciousness, he was taken to 
the base hospital where he 
died later that night. The 
following Wednesday, the 
funeral in Franklin Grove 
was attended by a large 
crowd including an honor 
detail from Camp Grant. 
Like many young people of 
his era, Private Earl H. Pals-
grove joined his community 
in supporting the war effort, 

fully intending to offer his 
life for that cause if needed. 
His memorial stone in the 
Franklin Grove Cemetery 
forever reminds us of his 
sacrifice.

NOTE: If you know of 
other Lee County Soldiers 
who died in service during 
World War I, we urge you 
to share that information to 
demps60@gmail.com so 
that those soldiers may be 
honored and remembered.  

Sources:
“War History of Lee 

County Illinois 1917-1919”. 
Dixon American Legion 
Post 12, 1919.

The Ashton Gazette, Feb. 
21, 1918.

Find A Grave Memorial
Center of Military His-

tory, U.S. Army, Washing-
ton, D.C.
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Tree Service & 
LandscapingArteaga

• Tree Extraction • Tree Trimming • Lawn Care • Patios • 
• Fire Pits • Retainer Walls • Paver Edging • 

• Residential & Commercial •  Fully Insured • Gutter 
Cleaning • Stump Grinding

Call For Your Free Estimate!
(815) 878-7504

Ask about our Senior Citizen and Military Discounts!

03
04

20
24

Time for yard 
cleanups!

Lawn Care  
Professionals

Ask about our
Senior & Military 
Discounts 

Call the professionals for all your
LAWN ROLLING NEEDS!

Residential & Commercial

Lawn Care * Snow Removal * Seal Coating * Crack Filling 
* Lot Striping * Much More!

815-915-7773
03252024

For free estimates call

Locally Owned Business

Tuesday Lunch 
Buffet !

Buffet will include rice, beans, enchiladas, 
fried chicken, tacos, fajitas and cake

$12

04012024

Tuesday, April 2nd
11AM 11AM - 1PM

Mendota(815) 539-5985
Open 7 Days A Week
Sun-Wed. 11am-9pm
Thur. 4pm-9pm | Friday & Sat. 11am-10pm

Starting

Online ordering now 
available, please check 

out website: 
elzarapemendota.comelzarapemendota.com

DELIVERY 
AVAILABLE

Spring Special!Spring Special!
Asphalt PavingAsphalt Pavingby J. Allison & Son

Owner Supervised
Peru, Illinois

815-252-0256815-252-0256
Call Now for Quick SchedulingCall Now for Quick Scheduling

Driveways • Parking Lots • New or Repairs

10% OFF10% OFF
SeniorsSeniors

10% OFF10% OFF
Government Government 
EmployeesEmployees10% OFF10% OFF

VeteransVeterans

04
01

20
24

Brian Florschuetz

344 US Rt. 52, Sublette, IL
815-849-9090

Email: sublettecollisioncenter@yahoo.com

Collision? Hail? 
Critters?

WE ARE THE BEST PART 
OF A BAD SITUATION

WE ARE THE BEST PART 
OF A BAD SITUATION

Professional auto body services 
at affordable prices

Quality. Convenience. Reliability.

Our goal is your satisfaction. 10262016

Easter Bunny delights at Amboy City Park

Winners, ages 2-3, left to right: Holden Kaleel (third), 
Siam Bequiri (second), Alaiya Williams (first) 

Winners, ages 4-5, left to right: Bronson Rutherford 
(first), Carlos Ortiz (second), Lyla Howell (third)

Winners, ages 6-7, left to right: Emmett Muetze 
(third), Myles Riley (first), Declan Bonnell (second)

Winners, ages 8-10, left to right: Winston Groth 
(third), Hunter Hintz (first), Paisley Kant (second)

The Amboy Lion’s Club held its annual Easter Egg 
Hunt on Saturday, March 30 at Amboy City Park.  
Over 1,200 eggs were laid out or hidden in the park 
for four different age groups (2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-10) as 
they stormed the grounds to try to get enough eggs to 
qualify them as a first, second, or third place winner 
for a prize. The Easter Bunny (Amboy High School 
senior Addison Shaw) posed for photos and handed 
candy to kids before hopping home. Approximately 
140 kids participated in the Amboy Lion’s Club event. 

    Photos contributed
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DIXON-The Lee County Health Department will have 
Immunization Clinics for Children and Adults by appoint-
ment only. Call 815-284-3371 to make an appointment or for 
information on other services available. You may also visit 
the website at www.lchd.com for a list of services available.

AMBOY- You are invited to join fellow senior citizens 
for a free exercise program at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
960 US Highway 52, Amboy. Sessions are held Tuesdays 
and Thursdays at 10 a.m. Chairs are provided for an ap-
proximate 30-minute workout. For more information, call 
Chris at 815-857-3963.

AMBOY-The Amboy Lions Club will meet at 6 p.m. at 
the Community Center, 280 W. Wasson Rd., on Monday, 
April 8. Anyone interested in joining or wants more infor-
mation on the Lions Club is invited to attend.

SUBLETTE-The Sublette Village Board will meet at 7 
p.m. on Monday, April 8, at the Ellice Dinges Center, 202 
S. West St., Sublette.

DIXON- Experience a monthly journey with Kara Sch-
weitzer, an educator from University of Illinois Extension, 
as she leads participants through interactive activities crafted 
to stimulate the brain and enhance cognitive function and 
memory. Wits Fitness, Monthly Workshop, will be held from 
1 – 2:30 p.m., on April 8, at the Edward Murphy Room at 
KSB Town Square, 101 W Second St.; new participants are 
welcome to join at any time.

SUBLETTE- The American Red Cross will hold a Blood 
Drive from 1 – 6 p.m., Tuesday, April 9, at Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Parish, 202 South Locust St., Sublette. Call 
the Red Cross at 800-733-2767 or visit RedCrossBlood.org 
to make an appointment to donate. Download the Blood 
Donor App.

AMBOY-The Amboy Township meeting will be held 
at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, April 10, at the township building, 
106 S. Prospect. 

FRANKLIN GROVE- While our lives may be constant-
ly on the move, and the convenience of having so much at 
our fingertips in digital form, there is a great deal of benefit 
to putting pen to paper. The benefits of bullet journaling can 
help organize life tasks, thoughts, and feelings, help identify 
stressors, help process emotions and intrusive or avoidant 
thoughts, gain insight and confidence, and promote empa-
thy. Bullet Journaling class will be held from 5 – 6 p.m., 
on April 10, at Winifred Knox Memorial Library, Franklin 
Grove. Supplies are included and there is no cost to attend. 
Ages eight to 18. Call the library to register at 815-456-2823

LEE CENTER TWP-The Lee Center Township meeting 
will be held at 7 p.m. on Thursday, April 11, at the Township 
Building, 2202 Shaw Rd., Amboy.

STERLING- Youth Mental Health First Aid Workshop 
is planned fron noon to 5 p.m., on April 10, at Whiteside 
Extension Office, Sterling. Youth Mental Health First 
Aid teaches you how to identify, understand and respond 
to signs of mental illness and substance use disorders in 
youth. This 6-hour training gives adults who work with 
youth the skills they need to reach out and provide initial 
support to children and adolescents. To register go.illinois.
edu/youthmentalhealth

AMBOY- The American Red Cross will hold a Blood 
Drive from 8 a.m. – 1 p.m., Friday, April 12, at Amboy 
High School, 11 E. Hawley St., Amboy. Call the Red Cross 
at 800-733-2767 or visit RedCrossBlood.org to make an 
appointment to donate. Download the Blood Donor App.

DIXON- Bright and textured succulent wreaths are liv-
ing plant wreaths for any occasion or holiday. Succulents 
are desert plants adapted as houseplants. Learn more about 
what succulents are, their biology, how to build your own 
wreath and how it needs to be cared for from 9:30 – 11 a.m., 
on Apirl 13, at Sauk Valley Community College. Make and 
take home your own succulent wreath. This class would 
be for an individual or great family activity. Supplies are 
included. (Ages 12 & Up) Register online at go.illinois.edu/
CommunityEdSVCC.

AMBOY-The Amboy American Legion will meet on 
Monday, April 15, at 6 p.m., at the Old NAPA Building, 
399 N Metcalf, Amboy.

AMBOY-The City of Amboy Council will meet at 6 p.m. on 
Monday, April 15, at the Community Center, 280 W. Wasson Rd.

DIXON- 4-H Junior Gardener teaches children about 
the wonderful world of gardening through hands-on inves-
tigation of growing their own vegetables and flowers and 
learning to use the harvest. A portion of the produce grown 
will be given to food insecure situations. The club is for 
youth ages 8-18 and the cost is $30 for non-4-H members 
and $10 for 4-H members. This club will meet on Tuesdays, 
April 16 – July 30, from 4 – 5:30 p.m., at Immanuel Luther-
an Church, Dixon. For more information contact the Lee 
County Extension Office at 815-857-3525. Register online 
at: go.illinos.edu/LeeCoJG

LOCAL NEWS
TEEN TURF COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Serving the Heart of Lee County Since 1854
Tonja Greenfield, Publisher
Brandon LaChance, Editor

Published weekly on Wednesday by The Amboy News,
703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342

Phone: 815-539-9396         
Periodicals postage paid at Amboy, IL

Publication Number USPS 016820
POSTMASTER: Send address change to:
The Amboy News, PO Box 162, Amboy IL 

61310
Subscriptions: $59.00 yearly in Lee,  

LaSalle and Bureau counties. 
$69.00 yearly elsewhere in the United States.

Display Advertising Deadline: 
noon Fridays

Classified Advertising Deadline: 
noon Fridays
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• Siding & Brick  
Cleaning

• Clean & Seal  
Decks, Driveways, Sidewalks,  
Houses, Etc

• Commercial and Residential 
Surface Cleaning with Mobile 
Hot and Cold Treatments

T2 Enterprises / Tony Troyer
815.530.4464

Power Power 
Washing Washing 

03282022

FREE QUOTES!

T2

Spring is on its way!

FREE ESTIMATES!

Get your air conditioner checked & cleaned or replace  
that old unit with a new high efficiency Goodman unit.

FREE ESTIMATES!
that old unit with a new high efficiency Goodman unit.

815-882-2111
404 W. Main St., McNabb, IL • www.grassersplumbingheating.com

GREEN RIVER 
CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. Colin Baker, D.C. - CCSP®

Kids - Family - Athletes - Auto Accidents - Worker’s Comp

Keep your health flowing with chiropractic care!

AMBOY
815-857-2125

SUBLETTE
815-849-5219

LAMOILLE
815-638-2171

• Auto 
• Home 
• Farm

• Crop
• Life
• Health

Give us a call today!

Whatever your insurance need, we 
have the right policy for you!

01
17

20
22

Our Family Protecting Your FamilyOur Family Protecting Your Family

• Business 
• Vacation Home

Thank You’s
We are always grateful to those that help us in our 

endeavor to help the community:  Colleen Koch for the 
food from the funeral; Tammy, Scott, Brooklyn Strub for 
the Kleenex; Martha Henley for the cookies; LeeAnn 
Riley for the food; Lisa Bickett for the miscellaneous 
goods; Goodfellows of Lee County for the miscellaneous 
items and Linda Thomas for the monetary donation.  

We are indebted to our afterschool volunteers:  Bonny, 
Sandy P, Sandy D, Mary, Amber, Brian, Karen, Candy, 
Kathy G, Kathy K, Donna, Shannon, and our Impact 
Volunteers. 

We could not make the decisions or hold events 
without our Board members:  Brian, Barb, Mark, Shelli, 
Amber, Madison. Of course, our treasurer, Roxy

24th Annual Teen Turf Draw Down and Auction
It will be a little different this year. The Drive-Thru 

will be held on Sunday, May 5, from 11a.m. - 2 p.m., 
with Long Branch catering and we will have the drawing 
on Facebook live at 4 p.m. Info on how-to pick-up food 
will be included with the ticket. Tickets still cost $50 
and include two dinners and a chance to win the $1,500 
grand prize. We will be having our online auction on 
Airauctioneer.com again. It will start April 25 at noon 
and end at eight p.m. on May 2. If you would like to 
donate a basket or item to be auctioned off, we would 
need it the first week of April. Tickets are available at 
the building.  Our board members will have them also. 
Thank you for your support!

Needs 
Fruit bars and Chocolate Chip bars

Final Note 
“The angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid, 

for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was 
crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. 
Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly 
and tell his disciples: “He has risen from the dead and 
is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see 
him.” Now I have told you.’” Matthew 28:5-7 (NIV)

Also, the shoes must 
come in a pair and the 
shoelaces tied together so 
they don’t lose their dual 
residency in the donation 
boxes.

“One of the boxes is in 
the front office of the high 
school and the other one 
is in Mrs. Karlson’s math 
classroom. Mrs. Karlson 
is the faculty advisor and 
I’m the Leo Club sponsor.” 
said Travi. “If people have 
old shoes, they can bring 
them to the high school or 
give them to a high school 
student or a Lion’s Club 
member. 

“One of the things 
they’re trying to do is to 
get the tennis shoes out of 
the garbage dumps. There 
are so many materials that 
can be recycled on shoes.”

Clarida and Leo Club 
Vice President Micah 
Miller, who attended the 
International Leos Leader-
ship Convention, brought 
back the Lion’s Club son/
daughter program because 
they realize the benefit for 
themselves, others in the 
club, and the community.

Since the Leo Club has 
made a return, a healthy 
chunk of the AHS student 
base are now members.

“We took the initiative 
to reestablish the club. We 
got a new advisor, Mrs. 
Karlson, and we recruited 
over 35 members,” said 
Clarida, who is also a 
member of the National 
Honors Society, Student 

Council, and played vol-
leyball in the fall. “I 
think it’s super important 
that kids understand that 
getting involved with the 
community is important. 
Giving back to other peo-
ple who do so much in our 
small town is a great skill 
to know.

“We’re thankful for 
Mrs. Karlson for taking 
on the advisor role. She 
kind of got thrown into it 
and she has been amazing 
through the whole thing.”

Not only is the Leo Club 
running its own project, 
but the high school stu-
dents have been engrossed 
with other endeavors.

The Leo Club helped 
fill Easter bags with can-
dy for the Amboy Lion’s 
Club Easter Egg Hunt on 
March 30, and in the past 
have decorated pumpkins 
with the fourth graders at 
Amboy Central School.

“I’m tickled to death 
with what the Leo Club is 
doing,” Travi said. “This 
group of kids, over 30, are 
volunteering. They are ful-
filling a lot of community 
services and projects. Last 
fall, they helped with the 
Quad Cities Honor Flight 
dinner. The veterans really 
enjoyed having the high 
school kids there. The kids 
were asking the veterans 
questions and engaging 
with them. 

“The veterans were 
more than happy to talk 
with the kids.”

Sneakers continued from page A1
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The Following 
Community 
Businesses 

Sponsor Area 
Church News:

Sensient  Flavors,  LLC.
815-857-3691

First National Bank 
in Amboy

Member F.D.I.C.
815- 857-3625

Mihm-Jones Funeral 
Home

815-857-2611

Vaessen Brothers
 Chevrolet  

815-849-5232

KSB Medical Center 
815-857-3044

The Amboy News
815-857-2311

St. Patrick Church
Fr. John Gow

32 N Jones, Amboy 
815-857-2315 • www.stpatrickamboy.org
Masses: Monday - Thursday Daily Mass 8 am

Saturday 4 pm • Sunday 7 am & 10:30 am
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Friday, 4-6 pm with Confessions and  

Mass at 6 pm

St. Mary Church
Fr. John Gow

912 Walton Rd., Walton
815-857-2670

Mass: Saturday, 5:30 pm

St. Flannen Church
Fr. John Gow

213 S Second St., Harmon
815-857-2670

Mass: Sunday, 8:30 am

United First Church of Amboy
Pastor Mark Glenn

East Main & Jefferson
815-440-0745

Sunday Worship - 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

 
 

First Congregational United Church of 
Christ of Lee Center

Pastor Jack M. Briggs
1140 Inlet Road, Lee Center
www.LeeCenter-UCC.org

Phone 815-732-7032 
Family Worship - 10:30 a.m.  

Grace Fellowship Church
Amboy-Sublette
Pastor Kyle Kelly

500 W. Main Street, Sublette
Sunday School 8:30 a.m.

Worship 10:30 a.m.
www.graceisforyou.com

East Grove Union Church
449 Reuter Road, 

Amboy, IL
Phone 815-440-5321

½ Mile East of Route 26 at Union Rd
Sun., 9:00 am, Morning Worship
Youth Church, Ages 3 – Grade 4

10:15 am Sunday School, Age 3 – Adult
Come as you are and join us on the journey!

 First Baptist Church
Pastor Rocky Fritz

24 N. Mason Avenue
Church Phone 857-2682

www.fbcamboy.com
Sunday School for all ages - 9:30 a.m.

Morning Service - 10:30 a.m.
Evening Service - 6 p.m.

Wed. prayer meeting & Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
King’s Kids program from 6:30-8 p.m. Friday 
Reformers Unanimous addictions program 

from 7-9 p.m.

 St. Mary’s Church – West Brooklyn
Rev. Randy Fronek

Mass - Tuesday & Thursday - 7:30 a.m.
Saturday – 5:30 p.m.

 St. Patrick Church - Maytown
Rev. Randy Fronek
Mass – Friday - 8 a.m.

Sunday - 8 a.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Interim Minister Douglas Wood S.A.M.

960 U.S. Route 52
Phone 857-2225
960 U.S. Route 52

Phone: 815-857-2225
Sunday Worship - 9:00 a.m. - 

Fellowship - 10:00 a.m.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

Locust Street, Sublette
Phone 815-849-5412

Saturday Mass - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass -10:30 a.m.

Wednesday - 8:00 a.m.
Thursday - 8:30 a.m.

Refuge Church
Pastor John Kalebaugh

Mendota Hills Campground • 642 Rt. 52
Amboy, IL 61310 • 815-849-5930

10 a.m. Sunday, potluck follows

Harmon United Methodist Church
Pastor Leanne Keate

202 N. Grove, Harmon
Phone 359-7302

Worship - 8:30 a.m.

FRANKLIN GROVE — Calling 
all young creatives and organizers! 
In collaboration with University of 
Illinois Extension, Winifred Knox 
Memorial Library is thrilled to in-
vite youth aged 8-18 to an exciting 
workshop on Bullet Journaling. Set 
to take place on April 10, 2024, from 
5 to 6 p.m., at the library, this event 
promises a fun-filled exploration of 
the art of bullet journaling.

Led by Danielle Gapinski, Youth 
Educator from Illinois Extension, 
this workshop will unveil the magic 
of bullet journaling—a creative and 
effective way to organize your life, 
express your thoughts and emo-
tions, and unleash your inner artist. 
Through hands-on activities and 
interactive discussions, participants 
will learn how bullet journaling can 
transform mundane tasks into ex-

citing adventures and turn chaotic 
thoughts into clear pathways.

No prior experience is necessary, 
and all materials will be provided 
free of charge. Whether you’re a 
seasoned bullet journaling enthusiast 
or a curious newcomer, this workshop 
is your opportunity to dive into the 
world of creative organization and 
self-expression.

To reserve your spot at this ex-
citing event, contact Winifred Knox 
Memorial Library at 815-456-2823. 
Don’t miss out on this chance to 
tap into your creativity, boost your 
organizational skills, and connect 
with fellow youth in the community.

Let your imagination soar and 
your ideas flow with bullet journ-
aling! Join us on April 10th for an 
unforgettable journey of creativity 
and discovery.

Unlock creativity and organization:
Joing the Bullet Jounaling Workshop 
for youth at Winifred Knox Memorial Library

DIXON – The Phidian 
Art Club presents its an-
nual Phidian Art Show at 
The Next Picture Show 
Community Art Center 
(TNPS), located at 113 
W. First St., in Dixon. 
The 75th Phidian Art 
Show opens with the 
awards reception from 
6-8 p.m. on Friday, April 
5 and the exhibit of orig-
inal artwork is on display 
on the gallery walls April 
5-26. 

The show is open to 
the public during regular 
gallery hours, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday. 
The public can choose 
a  “People ’s  Choice 
Award” by voting for 
their favorite entry from 
Apr. 1-19, after which it 
will be announced.

This annual  event 
was started in 1947 by 
the Phidian Art Club, a 
group formed in 1890 to 
promote art, literature, 
and music. The show 
puts local artists’ work 
in the spotlight. Awards 
include American and 
regional scenes, nature, 
best floral, landscape, 
oil, watercolor, and pen 
and ink entries. 

“Both artists and pa-
trons eagerly anticipate 
the Phidian Art Show,” 
remarks Robin Canode, 
this year’s committee 
chair. “Artists can pick 
up an entry form at The 
Next Picture Show art 
gallery or download the 
form located on the “Art 
Applications” page on 
The Next Picture Show’s 
website.”

All awards are mon-
etary prizes. The Phid-
ians award over $3,500 
in prizes donated by 
local businesses and 
individuals. Many are 
memorial awards in re-
membrance of special 
people. Through their 
generous support, the art 
show continues to be the 
year’s highlight for the 
ever-growing artistic and 
cultural scene in the Sauk 
Valley area.

Artist Registration 
and information

Artwork will be re-
ceived a t  The Next 
Picture Show, Monday 
through Wednesday, 
April 1-3, from 2-6 p.m. 
daily. The entry fee is 
$15 for one artwork and 
$25 for two artworks 

with a two-artwork limit. 
Artwork is displayed at 
The Next Picture Show 
through Apr. 26. En-
try forms are available 
in-person at The Next 
Picture Show at 113 W. 
First St., Dixon, IL,  or 
by download on the gal-
lery’s website. 

Artists must live with-
in 35 miles of Dixon 
and be 17 or  older. 
Only two-dimensional 
paintings or drawings 
in any medium will be 
accepted. Artwork must 
be original, not produced 
under the direction of 
an instructor, no more 
than five years old, and 
never have been entered 
in a previous Phidi-
an Show. Photography, 
crafts, sculptures, digital 
art, or three-dimensional 
work is not eligible for 
this show. All work must 
be ready for hanging by 
wire, no larger than 48” 
in width or exceeding 
25 lbs. 

For more information, 
guidelines, and entry 
forms, please contact 
Robin Canode at 815-718-
3709 or email her at robin.
canode52@gmail.com

75th Phidian Art Show announced

Family and friends of the Lennard and Marie 
Miles family are invited to attend a Celebration of 
Life honoring their memory on Saturday, April 6 at 
Maria’s Pizza in Amboy.

There will be an open house from 1-3 p.m. and 
open-mic memories shared at 2:00 p.m.

A memorial fund has been established at the 
Amboy Education Fund. Donations accepted at the 
event or via mail to Amboy Education Fund P.O. 
Box 46, Amboy, IL 61310

Celebration of life for 
Lennard, Marie Miles

The Lee County Farm Bu-
reau, in partnership with the 
Bureau, Marshall-Putnam, 
Whiteside, and Stark County 
Farm Bureaus, in partnership 
with Ag View FS and Grow-
mark, are offering pollinator 
seed at a reduced price 
through April 12, funded in 
part through an Illinois Farm 
Bureau Pollinator Grant.  

 Pollinators: bees, butter-

flies, moths, hummingbirds, 
and more, are responsible for 
one in every three bites of 
food we take.   Contact the 
Lee County Farm Bureau 
today to include pollinator 
seed on your farm or in your 
garden.  Orders can be placed 
online at https://on.ilfb.org/
pollinatorseedLee or by 
at(815) 857-3531.  Orders and 
payments are due by April 12.

Pollinator seed available
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The Book Nook

By:
Tatjana Kazan

Above the Fire

From The Heart Calendar winners

 City of Amboy 
Hydrant Flushing in Amboy 

April 8-12, 2024 
During this time your water may become 

discolored and pressure may decrease in the 
water system. We also advise you to check your 

water before doing laundry.
 

Questions Please Call 
815-857-3814

04032024
Amboy Community Center

280 W. Wasson Road

04
03

20
24

A United Way Agency

Senior Dining Menu
April 8-12

8 oz. of low-fat milk served with each meal

Monday – BBQ chicken breast, wgr dinner roll, cheesy 
potatoes, cauliflower, pineapple tidbits
Tuesday – A). Sloppy joe, wgr wheat bun, tator tots, broccoli, 
diced pears B). Ham/vegetable
Wednesday – Baked chicken quarter, mashed potato/gravy, 
coin carrots, wgr dinner roll, peach cobbler
Thursday – Mushroom swiss burger on wgr bun, potato 
wedges, baked beans, apricots
Friday – Fish patty w/tartar sauce, wgr wheat bun, mac and 
cheese, California blend veggie, strawberry applesauce

Call 800-779-1189 to make  
reservations 24 hours in advance

Meals served
Mon.-Fri. at 11:30 am

www.Erbes-Realty.com

LORI ERBES, GRI 
Designated Managing Broker

Over 30 years experience
 lorierbes@gmail.com

815-535-6295
12182023

101 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette $350,000
Calling all Investors! One of a kind- Turn key! Located on a busy highway! This is a restaurant/bar with Pizza delivery and eat 
in dining. Seating is 41 with bar. On site parking with parking across the road. This property is near WoodHaven Lakes and 
four other camp grounds near bye. Fenced in area with 2 picnic tables for entertaining, 2 bathrooms, storage above bar, A cash 
register, pizza oven, 42” charbroiled, 2 burner top gas stove top, 3 door commercial refrigerator, 1 freezer, 1- 3 door freezer, 3 
upright-freezers, 2 chest freezers, all utensil, pots and pans, dishes, silverware, plates, beer, wine and water glasses, 6 tables, 
24 chairs, 17 bar stools, 2 high chairs, 3 TVs, 1 in game room has no sound, salt & pepper shakers, ketchup containers, 2 
microwaves, and signage are included in the price. (Liquor inventory left will be sold at closing separate). Owner is willing to 
consult for 30 days to insure a smooth transition for the new owner, leave the same phone number and share recipes. Ask 
agent to See items not staying. Call today for your personal showing.

815-539-5142
nilsroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N

Michael O’Donnell’s 
novel “Above the Fire” 
originated in the shut-
down world of the pan-
demic. O’Donnell and his 
young son “tried to stay 
sane together by exploring 
… In that season we forged 
a bond and I experienced 
all the demands and joys 
of being a father. I wanted 
to find a way to translate 
that intense experience 
into fiction.” To that end, 
O’Donnell created a terri-
fying national emergency 
that left a father and son 
marooned in New Hamp-
shire’s White Mountains 
as winter drew near. 

Although Doug’s wife 
died several years ago, his 
relationship with his sev-
en-year-old son Tim was 
troubled. An experienced 
hiker, Doug decided in 
late October to take Tim 
on a week-long hike in 
the Presidential Traverse 
of the White Mountains 
of the Appalachian Trail.  
(Nine summits comprise 
the Presidential Traverse, 
with the highest, Mount 
Washington, at the cen-
ter.) “As they walked and 
established a pace, Doug 
felt the stiffness begin to 
work out of his legs. Boots 
on a trail, inching their 
way forward, out of doors 
and out of mind .... They 
were proceeding a span 
of twelve miles, from one 
shelter to another, spurred 
on by the reward of a meal 
with new friends, time 
spent together, and the 
simple accomplishment 

of a goal. Their business 
was as ancient as footprints 
and as simple as onrushing 
wind. They were free.” 

But after a day’s hike, 
news arrived of a national 
catastrophe, of an apparent 
cyberattack on America’s 
infrastructure, resulting in 
a total blackout. They were 
cut off from all commu-
nication with the world 
below them. Deciding to 
risk the dangers of chaos 
in the cities or even war, 
hikers and rangers alike 
left for home. All ranger 
stations were abandoned. 
At a well-stocked cabin on 
Mount Washington, Doug 
decided to take a chance 
and stay on the mountain. 
Although he would have to 
chop wood every day, the 
cabin’s supplies would last 
them through the winter. 
The dangers were obvi-
ous: Father and son would 
face massive snowstorms, 
constant anxiety about 
intruders, and the uncer-
tainty about the crisis in the 
country. Yet their isolation 
and the discipline of the 
work of survival created an 
unbreakable bond between 
them. Doug devised daily 
lessons for Tim and the 
two of them constructed 
a desk and chair for the 
boy. As winter receded 
and the ominous prospect 
of leaving the mountain 
drew closer, Doug reflect-
ed: “Fat years and lean 
ones. This was a year of 
hiding. A year of war. A 
year of safekeeping, above 
the fire.”

March 2024 From The Heart Calendar Winners
Mar. 1 – Deanne Ponto, Rochelle, $25
Mar. 2 – From The Heart, $25
Mar. 3 – From The Heart auction, $50
Mar. 4 – Araceli Flores, Rochelle, $25
Mar. 5 - Stephanie Gittleson, Rochelle, $25
Mar. 6 - From the Heart, $25
Mar. 7 - Jennifer Marshall, LaMoille, $25
Mar. 8 - Noah Mershon, Rochelle, $25
Mar. 9 - Stacey Horstmeier, Rochelle, $25
Mar. 10 - Gail Walker, Rochelle, $50
Mar. 11 - Christine Gorman, Rochelle, $25
Mar. 12 - Ethan Etes, Rochelle, $25
Mar. 13 - Danny Miller, Ashton, $25
Mar. 14 - Allison Wagner-Huntley, Byron, $25
Mar. 15 - Tiffany Meyers, Rochelle, $25
Mar. 16 - From the Heart, $25

Mar. 17 - From the Heart, $250
Mar. 18 - Edith Yarbrough, Dixon, $25
Mar. 19 - Cally Gustafson, Topeka, Kansas, $25
Mar. 20 - Two Sisters on Main, Amboy, $25
Mar. 21 - Elvis Baneski, Rochelle, $25
Mar. 22 - From the Heart, $25
Mar. 23 - From the Heart, $25
Mar. 24 - Jan Thompson, Rochelle, $50
Mar. 25 - From the Heart, $25
Mar. 26  - Brian Vanderheyden, Sycamore, $25
Mar. 27 - Rochelle Chamber, $25
Mar. 28 - From the Heart auction, $25
Mar. 29 - Mark Boehm, Rochelle, $25
Mar. 30 - Chad Horner, Rochelle, $25
Mar. 31 - Greg Duffy, Dixon, $300
Checks to winners will be mailed out at the end of 

each month.

MALTA – Master welders from Enbridge, Inc. provided 
a hands-on demonstration for students in Kishwaukee Col-
lege’s Welding Technology program Tuesday at the College.

In Kish’s newly renovated welding lab, Dan Morang, 
Enbridge Senior Welder, and David Losiniecki, Enbridge 
Senior Equipment Operator, showcased different welding 
techniques while fielding questions about the profession 
from the Kish welding students.

“We are here to help. We are here to instruct. We are here 
to get you information you might not have yet so we can 
help you get out in the welding field and get good-paying 
jobs,” Morang said.

Kish students expressed appreciation for the Enbridge 
welders who offered their time and expertise to help them 
learn about the welding profession.

“This was an exciting opportunity. These professionals are 
what we are training to be. To have people in the industry 
sharing their experiences with us is fantastic. If you want to 
know how to do something, you go and ask the professionals 
who are doing it,” said John Rinkenberger, a Kish welding 
student.

Enbridge is a longtime partner of the College and the 
Kishwaukee College Foundation. Along with regularly 
providing professional demonstrations, Enbridge supports 
Kish’s programs with financial and equipment donations. 
Every semester, the Enbridge Pipeline Industry Awareness 
Scholarship provides scholarship support to students studying 
engineering or welding-related programs.

To learn more about welding at Kish, visit kish.edu/
welding. 

Enbridge master welders provide 
demonstration at Kiswaukee College

MALTA – At the March 
12 Kishwaukee College 
Board of Trustees meeting, 
the Board voted to eliminate 
approximately $375,000 in 
student course fees. This 
decision follows the elimi-
nation of nearly $1 million in 
other student fees — student 
activity, technology, regis-
tration and lab/studio fees 
— approved by the Board in 
October 2023.

The Kishwaukee College 
Board also approved a $5 
increase to its base tuition 
for the 2024-2025 academic 
year from $147 to $152 per 
credit hour for in-district 

and online courses. The last 
tuition increase was in 2020.

A decrease in differen-
tial tuition from $294 to 
$228 per credit hour for 
Radiologic Technology and 
Registered Nursing courses 
was approved, aligning the 
program costs with other 
differential programs at the 
College.

Starting in Summer 2024, 
the net savings to students 
for these changes is an esti-
mated $345 per semester for 
a full-time student taking 15 
credit hours.

“The elimination of stu-
dent fees improves the 

transparency in the cost of 
attending Kishwaukee Col-
lege. Budgeting for college 
is easier for students and 
their families when the cost 
of attendance is the price of 
tuition. Student fees are the 
unanticipated expenses that 
often are unknown until stu-
dents see them on their bill,” 
said Dr. Laurie Borowicz, 
President of Kishwaukee 
College.

Due to factors such as in-
creased enrollment, expanded 
state support for community 
colleges, conservative fiscal 

management, and a growing 
equalized assessed value 
(EAV) for the College district, 
Kish can make a college ed-
ucation more affordable for 
students.

“Thanks to responsible 
decision-making, the finan-
cial health of our College 
has allowed us to make these 
beneficial cost savings for our 
students while still reducing 
our tax levy,” said Bob John-
son, Chair of the Board of 
Trustees.

To learn more, visit kish.
edu. 

Kishwaukee College Board eliminates student 
fees to promote transparency in college costs

Who is your 
favorite author?

DIXON – Thanks to 
a groundbreaking part-
nership between LOTS 
and the Lee County 
Council on Aging (LC-
COA), starting April 
1st, all trips to the Lee 
County Council on Ag-
ing via public transpor-
tation will be free.

Free transportation 
will be available for 
seniors to LCCOA from 
anywhere in Lee Coun-
ty for those coming to 
the center. This means 
no more worries about 
t ranspor ta t ion  cos t s 
preventing you from 
enjoying the activities 
and services offered at 
LCCOA.

Thi s  in i t i a t ive  i s 
aimed at ensuring every 
member of our senior 
community can access 
the support, compan-
ionship, and enrichment 
opportunities available 

at LCCOA. Whether 
it’s a chair yoga class, 
a social event, or an 
educational workshop, 
there’s something for 
everyone ,  and  now, 
transportation won’t be 
a barrier.

The partnership be-
tween LOTS and the Lee 
County Council on Ag-
ing Board shows their 
dedication to making 
the community more in-
clusive and accessible.

Spread the word far 
and wide—tel l  your 
f r iends ,  family,  and 
neighbors. Make sure 
everyone knows that 
getting to LCCOA is 
now easier than ever 
before.

For more informa-
tion, contact the Lee 
County Council on Ag-
ing at 815-288-9236 or 
stop in at 100 W Second 
St., Dixon. 

Trips to Lee County 
Council on Aging are free

Email 
news 
items 

to
Amboy 
News
Editor

Brandon
LaChance 

at
 blachance@
mendotare-
porter.com
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Opinion Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or   
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances ~ The First Amendment
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Something to Say?

Phone 815-539-9396         
Website www.amboynews.com
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Tonja Greenfield

tgreenfield@amboynews.com
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Jennifer Griffith

jgriffith@mendotareporter.com
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Brandon LaChance

blachance@mendotareporter.com
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The Amboy News encourages responsible letters to the 
editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but 
ideas will not be altered.

The limit is 300 words. Letters exceeding this will either be 
edited to fit or not published. The deadline for letters is noon 
on Friday.

Letter writers may only have two letters published per month, 
and the letters will be published on non-consecutive weeks. 
Letters are printed on a space-available basis.

All letters must bear the handwritten signature of the writer 
and include address and phone number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. Neither the street address nor phone 
number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly hand-
written, and no anonymous letters will be published. 

Any comments of public officials should be limited to issues 
related strictly to their position or actions made in office, as 
personal attacks will not be published. Letters involving private 
disputes between the writer and a business or individual will 
not be published.

Political endorsements will be published, however letters 
from candidates endorsing themselves will not be printed.

Letters may be dropped at the Amboy News office, 703 
Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342, mailed to the Amboy News 
at PO Box 162, Amboy, IL 61310, or emailed to tgreenfield@
amboynews.com

The Amboy News reserves the right to edit or reject any 
letter to the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for pub-
lication do not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper, 
its management and or ownership.

advertiSing Policy
The Amboy News is in no way responsible for errors in 

copy furnished by the Customer. Adjustment or republica-
tion in the next available issue will be made for that amount 
of space involved in errors resulting from failure of the Am-
boy News to correct errors plainly noted on proof. Custom-
ers shall notify the Amboy News of errors in time for correc-
tion before the second insertion. 

The Amboy News shall not be liable to the Customer for 
any loss that results from the incorrect publication of its ad-
vertising. The Customer agrees to assume responsibility for 
all errors in copy proofread by Customer when the adver-
tisement printed corresponds to the returned proof.

OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m. - 4 p.m., 
Monday-Friday

Closed Saturday, Sunday and major holidays.
703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Lee, Bureau and LaSalle Counties
         1 year    manual pay   $59.00

            auto pay       $50.00
 10 weeks   manual pay      $10.50

               auto pay           $9.50
Non-local

  1 year       manual pay      $69.00                                    
auto pay      $60.00

 10 weeks   manual pay      $11.75
auto pay      $11.00

By Brandon 
LaChance

Column

How do you view the NCAA Tournament?
I think I know the answer to the headline question 

for 80 percent of you.
In 2024 when gambling is legal in most states and it 

was guesstimated $2.72 billion (according to American 
Gambling Association) would be won or lost during 
March Madness and the NCAA Men’s Basketball 
Tournament, it’s almost a winning bet to think you’re 
looking at is as someone with jellybeans 
(Happy Easter) on the table.

I mean, I am, too.
I filled out three different brackets and 

sent them to six different pools. Plus, I 
occupied two squares with home and 
away numbers for potential to bring in 
more jellybeans than I spent. Although 
some tastiness will be back in my bank 
account, not as much as one would like.

However, at the same time, I’ve been 
watching it as a hoops fan since I have 
UConn and Purdue in the Final Four 
(along with North Carolina State and Al-
abama, in the Final Four, not my bracket) 
in two of my NCAA offerings and am not 
too worried about adding more beans of 
jelly (hopefully by this time you under-
stand my Dan Patrick reference and jellybeans means 
dollar, dollar bills, y’all).

Illinois making the Elite Eight was great.
Kentucky ousted in the first round and Kansas in the 

second was great. It’s cool to not have the bluebloods 
dominating March the last few tournaments.

North Carolina made it to the Sweet 16, but, contrary 
to my bluebloods comment, they were my proposed 
winner in my third bracket. Busted.

Purdue is in the Final Four for the first time since 
1980, which I think is pretty cool because I was nega-
tive-five years old, and the Boilermakers are a Big Ten 
Conference team. Having a Big Ten team this far makes 

the rest of the conference look better.
Alabama as a four seed is more of a 

surprising name on one of the last six lines 
on your sheet of paper than NC State. The 
No. 11 Wolfpack have a slew of experienced 
players and they won the ACC Tournament 
which almost guarantees them a Sweet 16 
bid without playing a single NCAA Tour-
nament game. 

This year’s Madness has also been differ-
ent because there truly wasn’t a squad with a 
glass slipper. The only time announcers and 
the media could use the word “Cinderella” 
was when saying there wasn’t one or trying 
to decide if NC State was surrounded by 
fairy godmothers. 

Quickly decided, consensus, there isn’t a 
Disney plot formulated to this year’s NCAA 

Tournament, which has been fun.
We’re finding out who is the best of the best. 
No team having a bad day.
No excuses being made.
No blaming the referees for routine bad calls.
The better teams have been winning the tournament 

games regardless of the seed numbers.
As a fan, and a gambler with two brackets still alive 

to win pools, this has been a fun and excited NCAA 
Tournament for the men.

I did see Shaquille O’Neal said the women’s tour-
nament is better basketball and more exciting. I’ve 
watched the women’s games as well. I don’t think one 
is better than the other, but there has been interesting, 
compelling college basketball games Thursday-Monday 
for the last two weeks on both stages.

If you ask me, there isn’t any better way to look at a 
bracket, good basketball everywhere.

Now for the other way to look at the bracket, mullah, 
let’s have Purdue win the men’s side in a courageous last 
second shot over UConn, while Iowa bests LSU tonight 
(press time) and then slug it out with South Carolina 
after the Gamecocks beat NC State.

Mad props to NC State for being in the Final Four 
in both the men’s and women’s brackets, but it’s now 
time to lose. 

Happy hoops fans.
Happy Jellybeans.
Happy March Madness.

100 Years Ago
April 4, 1924

The fire department boys planned 
to hold another bazaar in an effort 
to raise enough money to pay the 
balance of the amount due on the 
community truck.

The amount needed was approx-
imately $200.

George Henrich of Sublette exhib-
ited a check for $1,549 for a carload 
of livestock. It was said that this 
check was the largest ever received.

75 Years Ago
March 31, 1949

Ronnie Ellis, star athlete at Am-
boy Township High School, was 
honored by being selected to the 
first annual Rockford Morning Star 
All-Star Basketball Team. 

Amboy Milk Products Company 
began its 30th year in business.

50 Years Ago
April 4, 1074

Vicki Staker of Harmon spoke 
at a Family Night held by the 
Jarmon and Eldena Methodist 
Churches. She told of her ex-
periences while on the People 
to People Tour in Europe. She 
lived with families in Holland, 
Germany, and Austria.

The Amboy Public Hospital 
Board of Directors recommended 
that the hospital be closed on July 
1, 1974.

It was announced the Essen 
House on S. East Avenue was 
open for business with a full menu 
served daily.

25 Years Ago
April 1, 1999

Amboy Junior  High sev-
enth-grade student, Kelly Fless-
ner, won the 24th Annual Lee-
Ogle Regional Spelling Bee. Her 
region championship word was 
“segmentate.”

Bill Haley & His Comets will 
be appearing on stage in front 
of the Depot Museum in Amboy 
Saturday, Aug. 28. Another act 
during the weekend will be country 

singer, Debbie Miles, on Sunday, 
Aug. 29. Bill Haley & His Comets 
were the first rock and roll band. 
Since 1952 they have sold more 
than 80 million records for leading 
record labels such as Decca, M.

C.A., Warner Brothers, Sonet, 
and Essex. Their song, “Rock 
Around the Clock” was inducted 
into the Grammy Hall of Fame 
in 1982.

Several people from this com-
munity were “locked up” at Shady 
Oaks Country Club. Their bail 
was set at $1,000 or one hour of 
time raising as much money as 
possible. The bail money raised 
went Muscular Dystrophy Asso-
ciation from this area. One of the 
jailbirds was Rose Ann Latta. She 
raised $1,185.64, so her jailtime 
was shortened.

Aaron Janson, an eighth-grade 
student at Amboy Junior High, 
won an art contest sponsored by 
Mrs. Cleary and Mrs. Huene of 
Amboy Community School Dis-
trict #272. 

Jarrett Kessel has been selected 
as the March Artist of the Month 
for Amboy Central School.
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AVON

To Buy or Sell. 41 Years as an Avon Lady.

Avon
Independent Sales Reprsentative

576 N. 3859th Rd.
Rt. 2
Mendota, IL 61342
815.343.4750 
mezandmezzzie@
gmail.com

COMMUNITY CENTER

AMBOY 
COMMUNITY 

CENTER
Available For 

Receptions, Meetings, Fund-Raisers
280 W. Wasson Rd. • Amboy, IL 61310
(815) 440-5784 • (815) 857-2324 

Holly Bruington - Manager

FUNERAL HOME

Mihm-Jones 
Funeral Home

Patrick Jones
303 E. Main Street • Amboy 
 815-857-2611

www.thejonesfh.com

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

815-849-5476

HOME REMODELING

R N B 
17 years doing  

business in Amboy

Over 25 Years in 
Service!

Robert Moore
Owner

815-857-3246

Home Repair 
& Remodeling

ELECTRICAL 

For All Your Electrical Needs
Call 815-538-5598

MOWING

YARD CLEAN-UPYARD CLEAN-UP
MOWING & MOWING & 
MOREMORE

Amboy, ILAmboy, IL
779-861-1886779-861-1886

Robert MooreRobert Moore

MOORE’SMOORE’S

Your Business can advertise for  
$30.00 per month.  

Call the Amboy News at 815-539-9396 today!

CABINETS AND STAIRS

Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinetry 
Millwork • Staircases  

& Custom Projects

1605 Division St., Mendota 
 www.starvedrockwoodproducts.com 

815-538-7797
PRINTING SERVICES

815-539-9396

Sterling – The CGH Medical Center Cardiac Cath-
eterization team, led by Dr. Twinkle Singh, FACC, 
FSCAI, and Dr. Hassan Kieso, FACC, performed the 
first Index of Microcirculatory Resistance (IMR) pro-
cedure on January 23, 2024. CGH is the first and only 
hospital in the Sauk Valley area employing this method 
to assess the health of the smaller arteries in the heart 
and pinpoint microvascular disease.

 IMR enables our cardiology team to develop pa-
tient-specific care plans for individuals who come to 
us with unexplained chest pain and shortness of breath. 
The procedure is performed by utilizing the Abbott 
CoroFlow Cardiovascular System. This newly acquired 
software program evaluates key measures of heart 
function and diagnoses or rules out cardiac small vessel 
disease. Since the initial procedure, the Cardiac Cath 
Lab team has been regularly performing the procedure 
as a scheduled elective.

 “IMR allows our cardiologists to provide answers 
and offer more effective treatment plans,” Dr. Singh 
said. “This is part of our mission to continue to bring the 
latest technology to CGH for the benefit of our patients.”

 For more information, please contact the CGH Main 
Clinic at 815-625-4790.

CGH Cardiac Cath Lab Team 
Performs First IMR Procdure 

ROCKFORD – Spring 
opens a new season for 
scammers. The Better 
Business Bureau says 
warmer weather provides 
the perfect climate for con 
artists to steal your money 
and identity. 

“Door-to-door scam-
mers come out of hiberna-
tion to capitalize on peo-
ple’s home improvement 
and repair projects,” says 
Dennis Horton, director 
of the Rockford Regional 
Office of the BBB. “There 
are also phony utility and 
security imposters who 
seize new opportunities to 
trick people. Spring scam 
losses can devastate your 
finances, so please be on 
the lookout.” 

Damage from the long 
northern Illinois winter 
and the freeze-thaw cycle 
may necessitate various 
repairs. Shoddy storm 
damage repair is another 
lucrative con. Warmer 
weather can bring in-
tense storms with high 
winds and heavy rains. 
Fraudsters see this as an 

opportunity. They could 
contact you via text or 
email, on the phone, on-
line, or even in person. 

In the recent Scam-
tracker Risk Report, home 
Improvement  Scams 
ranked #4 on BBB’s 
list of scams posing the 
most significant risk to 
consumers. The report 
also indicates that home 
improvement scams was 
the No. 3 riskiest scam for 
the 55 - 64 age group as 
well as the 65 and older 
consumer group. 

Horton adds, “Drywall, 
paint jobs, plumbing, 
roofing, electric, HVAC 
service, and other home 
improvement projects all 
have scam potential.” 

Consumers can find a 
company they can trust 
at BBB.org, where you 
can research a business’s 
rating and reviews before 
you hire. 

To help people spot 
the red flags of a Spring 
Scam, the BBB advises 
being alert to several key 
indicators: 

– Be wary of high-pres-
sure sales tactics, up-front 
fees, and “handshake” 
deals. Also use additional 
caution if someone reach-
es out to you unsolicited, 
especially if they knock 
on your door. 

– Anyone pressuring 
you to pay or sign a con-
tract without allowing 
you to do your due dil-
igence on BBB.org and 
other sources is someone 
you most likely would not 
want to do business with.  

– Get a written contract 
with the price, materials, 
and timeline detailed. 
Illinois law requires a 
written contract for all 
projects costing $1,000 
or more. 

Get multiple estimates 
in writing. 

Neve r  a l l ow  any 
strangers into your house 
unless you have vetted 
the company. For safety, 
always alert neighbors, 
family, or friends if you 
have scheduled work to 
be done inside your home. 

For more information 

Sign up for BBB’s free 
consumer newsletter, 
BBB Edge, at BBB.org/
ChicagoBuzz. If you have 
spotted a scam, whether 
or not you’ve lost money, 
please report it to BBB.
org/ScamTracker. Visit 
BBB.org or follow us @
ChicagoBBB on social 
media. Look for the BBB 
seal, The Sign of a Better 
Business. 

About BBB: BBB of 
Chicago and Northern 
Illinois is a nonprofit 
organization that has 
served consumers and 
trustworthy businesses 
for 97 years and is a part 
of the IABBB. We help 
protect consumers from 
scams and provide a free 
database for consumers to 
see business ratings and 
reviews to find businesses 
they can trust. We connect 
customers to businesses 
they can trust. 

The International As-
sociation of Better Busi-
ness Bureaus (IABBB) is 
the network hub for BBBs 
in the US, and Canada. 

Scammers “Spring” on consumers

LEE COUNTY – The 
Lee County Sheriff’s Office 
recently announced it is 
partnering with the Illinois 
Department of Transporta-
tion, the Illinois State Police 
and more than 200 local law 
enforcement agencies to step 
up enforcement efforts across 
the state in recognition of 
Distracted Driving Aware-
ness Month.

Throughout April, mo-
torists can expect increased 
patrols looking for texting 
and driving as well as other 
traffic violations.

Between 2012 and 2021, 
approximately 32,000 lives 
were lost in crashes involving 

distracted drivers. Everyone 
has the potential for distracted 
driving crashes, but those 
between the ages of 16 and 
24 are especially at risk. If 
you need to text, pull over 
to a safe location, or if you 
have a passenger, consider 
appointing a “designated tex-
ter.”  Whatever the solution, 
don’t text and drive.

In Illinois, using your 
phone in anything other than 
hands-free mode is not only 
dangerous, but also illegal. 
Pay attention or pay the price.

The Illinois distracted 
driving campaign is funded 
with federal traffic safety 
funds administered by IDOT.

‘U drive. U text. U pay.’

Hold the date. 
Prairie Preservation’s annual banquet will be held Sunday, May 19 at the Lorado Taft Field Campus, 

1414 N. River Rd., Oregon. 
A social hour with book and native plant sales and a silent auction will be from 5-6 p.m. The opening 

festivities will be followed by a delicious meal (either turkey with the works or vegetarian Moroccan 
stew) at 6 p.m. and the program will begin at 7 p.m. 

More information will be posted as the date draws closer.
For more information, email Sonia Vogl at sonia.vogl@gmail.com or call 815-973-4624.

Prairie Preservation’s annual banquet in May
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Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

AMBOY • SUBLETTE • WEST BROOKLYN • LEE CENTER • PAW PAW • LAMOILLE

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

NOTICE
Please take notice that 
Ameresco Lee County 
RNG LLC, 111 Speen 
St Suite 410, Framing-
ham, MA 01701 has 
scheduled a communi-
ty outreach meeting to 
discuss the proposed 
pipeline project that will 
connect a Renewable 
Natural Gas Plant locat-
ed at 1005 Corregidor 
Road, Amboy, IL 61310 
to Natural Gas Pipeline 
Company of America 
located approximately 
1,920 feet north of the 
intersection of Dutch 
Road and Hwy 30.
Project Description: Re-
newable Natural Gas 
Pipeline, Located in 
Lee County, Illinois.
Meeting to be held on 
April 16th at 6 PM at the 
following location:
Amboy Community 
Building 280 W. Was-
son, Rd.
Amboy, IL 61310
No. 0403
(April 3, 2024)

NOTICE
ANNUAL TOWN 

MEETING 
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN 
To the legal voters, 
residents of the Town 
of May, in the County 
of Lee and State of Il-
linois, that the Annual 
Town Meeting of said 
Town will take place on 
Tuesday, April 9, 2024, 
being the second Tues-
day of said month at the 
hour of 7:00 P.M. at the 
township maintenance 
building for the trans-
action of the miscella-
neous business of the 
said town; and after a 
Moderator having been 
elected, will proceed 
to hear and consider 
reports of officers, and 
decide on such mea-
sures as may, in pur-
suance of law, come 
before the meeting. The 
April meeting will follow 
the annual meeting. 
Dated March 13, 2024 
Lisa Bickett, Town Clerk
No. 0404
(April 3, 2024)

NOTICE
Notice of Public 

Hearing 
ON TOWNSHIP  

BUDGET 
Notice is hereby given 
that a Tentative Budget 
and Appropriation Ordi-
nance for the Township 
of May, in the County 
of Lee, State of Illinois, 
for the fiscal year be-
ginning April 1, 2024, 
and ending March 31, 
2025, will be on file and 
conveniently available 
to public inspection at 
the clerk’s residence by 
appointment from 3:00 
pm to 6:00 pm April 7, 
2024.
Notice is further given 
hereby that a public 
hearing on said Bud-
get and Appropriation 
Ordinance will be held 
at 7:30 P.M. on May 8, 
2024, at the Mainte-
nance building and that 
final action on this ordi-
nance will be taken at 
the public hearing. 
Dated this 13th day of 
March 2024. 
Laura Morgan, Super-
visor 
Lisa Bickett, Clerk
No. 0405
(April 3, 2024)

NOTICE
Notice of Public 

Hearing 
ON ROAD DISTRICT 

BUDGET 
Notice is hereby given 
that a Tentative Budget 
and Appropriation Ordi-
nance for the May Road 
District, Lee County, 
State of Illinois, for the 
fiscal year beginning 
April 1, 2024, and end-
ing March 31, 2025, 
will be on file and con-
veniently available to 
public inspection at the 
clerk’s residence by ap-
pointment from 3:00 pm 
to 6:00 P.M. on April 7, 
2024.
Notice is further given 
hereby that a public 

hearing on said Bud-
get and Appropriation 
Ordinance will be held 
at 7:30 P.M. on May 8, 
2024, at the Mainte-
nance building and that 
final action on this ordi-
nance will be taken at 
the public hearing. 
Dated this 13th day of 
March 2024. 
Laura Morgan, Super-
visor 
Lisa Bickett, Clerk
No. 0406
(April 3, 2024)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone can’t 
ask you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For 
more information, call 
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.” 

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

Furman’s Lawn Care. 
In business since 
1999, weekly mowing, 
bushes, spring clean 
up and much more. 
Fully Insured, Free 
Estimates, Call 
Jeremy Furman, 815-
761-9619. Please 
leave message and I 
will return call ASAP. 

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 

d ickharms@hotmai l .
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 
or email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

10x20 Inside 
Storage,

Outside and Inside 
Storage for semi-

trucks/trailers, 
boats, campers, etc.

02092022

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2021 Chevy K-1500 Custom 4x4 4cyl Turbo, 90K 
Miles ..........................................................$27,900

2019 Chevrolet K-1500, Crew Cab, LT, 4x4, 
Leather, 87K Miles, Gray............................$28,900

2017 Chevy K-1500 Crew LT, 4x4 66K Miles, 
Maroon.......................................................$28,900

2016 GMC K-2500, Crew Cab, Denali, 4x4, 
Sunroof, Diesel, 76K Miles, Black..............$44,900

2023 Chevy 1500, Crew Cab, LTZ Z71, 4x4, 
Sunroof, Blue......................................$51,900

2023 Chevy K-1500 Crew Cab LT, Lthr, 4x4, Z71, 
Long Box 6 1/2 ft,  41K Miles, Red.............$44,900

2023 Chevy K-1500 Crew LT 4x4, Long 
Box, Diesel, 70K Miles, White........$39,900

2022 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ, 4WD, 
Z71, 37K Miles, Blue.......................$45,900

2022 Chevy Equinox FWD LT, 42K Miles, 
Black...............................................$22,900

2022 Buick Encore AWD GX Select, 31K 
Miles, White....................................$22,900

2020 Chevy Traverse AWD, LT 72K Miles, 
White..............................................$24,900

2020 Chevy Equinox LT, AWD, 2.0 LTR., 
63K Miles, Silver..............................$21,900

2019 Chevy Blazer, 2LT, AWD, 69K Miles, 
Maroon...........................................$22,900

2023 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ Z71 4x4, 1 owner, leather, heated/cooled 
seats, beadliner, sunroof, blue and more!

2023 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ Z71

$51,900
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1. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: When 
did April Fools' Day come into being?

2. GEOGRAPHY: In which nation is 
the Great Victoria Desert located?

3. MOVIES: What sport is featured in 
the movie "The Mighty Ducks"?

4. HISTORY: What is the name of the 
island where Napoleon was exiled in 
1814?

5. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is the 
largest rodent in the world?

6. LITERATURE: What is the name of 
Ron Weasley's pet rat in the "Harry Pot-
ter" book series?

7. U.S. STATES: Which letter of the 
alphabet is not in any U.S. state's name?

8. TELEVISION: Which iconic 1960s 
sitcom inspired two spinoff hits, "Petti-
coat Junction" and "Green Acres"?

9. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which presi-
dent was awarded the Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross for bravery in WWII?

10. ANATOMY: How many pairs of 
spinal nerves exist in humans?

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. Likely in the late 16th century, when 

    calendars changed from Julian to  
    Gregorian.

2. Australia.
3. Ice hockey.
4. Elba.
5. Capybara.
6. Scabbers.
7. Q.
8. “The Beverly Hillbillies.”
9. George H.W. Bush.
10. 31 pairs.

Posting DateApril 1, 2024

OLIVE
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Jones-Berry Lumber Co. 
1 S. Commercial •  Amboy • 815-857-2525

Sublette Farmers Elevator 
100 W. Main St. • Sublette • 815-849-5222

Leffelman & Associates
Sublette – LaMoille -  Amboy 

815-857-2125

Starved Rock Wood Products
1605 Division Street • Mendota

815-538-7797
starvedrockwoodproducts.com

KSB Center for Health Services
305 E. Joe Drive • Amboy • 815-857-3044

Dr. Davis Family Health Clinic
1212 Currency Ct. • Rochelle   

815-561-8500
1201 Meriden St. • Mendota  

815-538-1800
 

Chapel Hill Memorial Gardens and  
Funeral Home 

1121 N. Galena • Dixon • 815-284-3322 
Chapelhilldixon.com

  

The Amboy News 
703 Illinois Ave.  •  Mendota • 815-857-2311

Dr. Tara Van De Wyngaerde
700 14th Ave. • Mendota • 815-539-6291

Mendota Pet Salon
2104 E. Main St. • Mendota • 815-878-3185

Erbes Realty, LLC 
1922 Tower Road • Sublette, IL 

815-535-6295  •  Lorierbes@gmail.com
River Country Properties 
Jori McRae, Broker/Owner 

815-973-1197 • www.
rivercountryproperties.net

Woodhaven Lakes Realty, Inc. 
509 LaMoille Rd. • Sublette • (815) 849-5476 

www.woodhavenlakes.com
 

McGraw Tax Prep & More
113 W. Main St. • Sublette • 815-994-0609

Orzech Towing 
Compton • 815-343-8047 
Sublette • 815-849-5171 

ATTORNEY

Ehrmann, Gehlbach, Badger and 
Considine, LLC
114 E. Everett St., Suite 300 • Dixon 
815-288-4949 • www.egbclaw.com

Vaessen Brothers Chevrolet, Inc. 
U.S. Hwy. 52 • Sublette• 815-849-5232 
www.vaessenbrothers.com

Becker Autobody
33 S East Ave. • Amboy  • 815-857-2632 
Family owned and operated by  
Joe and Jen Dewey

Local Cup and Cake 
100 S. Front St • Sublette • 815-994-1044

Becker Detailing
204 N. Jefferson Ave., Suite A • Amboy  
• 815-823-7697 
Like us on Facebook @BeckerDetailing
 

Sublette Mechanical, Inc. 
2025 Sublette Rd. • Sublette  
815-849-5223
Vaessen Implement Repair  
542 US-52, Sublette, IL 61367 
815-849-9010

Sublette Farmers Elevator 
100 W. Main St. • Sublette • 815-849-5222

The First National Bank in Amboy (FDIC) 
220 E. Main Street • Amboy  
Franklin Grove • Dixon • Monroe Center 
815-857-3625 • www.fnbamboy.com
First State Bank 
2514 Johnson St., West Brooklyn 
815-628-3121 
Firststatebank.biz 
Member FDIC

The Main Flower Shop
232 E. Main St. • Amboy • 815-857-3545

Mihm-Jones Funeral Home 
303 E. Main Street • Amboy
815-857-2611 
www.thejonesfh.com

Shell Express Lane 
342 N. Mason • Amboy
Sublette BP Gas 
508 N. Pennsylvania St. • Sublette

Amboy Food and Liquor 
242 E. Main Street • Amboy • 815-857-7020

INSURANCEAUTOMOBILE DEALERS

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

BAKERY

DETAILING

FARM EQUIPMENT REPAIR

FEED/LIVESTOCK EQUIP.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

FLORAL/GIFTS

FUNERAL HOME

GROCERY/LIQUOR

HARDWARE/LUMBER

MEDICAL CLINIC

OPTOMETRIST

MEMORIAL GARDENS AND 
FUNERAL HOME

NEWSPAPERS/PRINTING

PET GROOMING

REAL ESTATE

TAX PREPARATION

JOHNSON OIL
Shell Express Lane 

342 N. Mason • Amboy

Sublette BP Gas 
508 N. Pennsylvania St. • Sublette

GAS/CONVENIENCE STORES

TOWING

Davis Family  
Health LLC

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

1212 Currency Court,  
Rochelle, IL • 815-561-8500

1201 Meriden Street,  
Mendota,IL • 815-538-1800

We Fix Boo Boos

LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON

for updates and see our list of services! 
FACEBOOK

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell Mutual 
Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2020.

DON’T LET TOMORROW TAKE  
A TURN FOR THE WORSE
If you see a deer, don’t veer. Prevent a more serious crash by 
keeping your wheel steady. Trust in Tomorrow.®

If you see a deer, don’t veer. Prevent a more 
serious crash by keeping your wheel steady. 

Trust in Tomorrow.®
“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” 
are registered trademarks of Grinnell Mutual 
Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual 
Reinsurance Company, 2020.

Our Family Protecting Your FamilyOur Family Protecting Your Family

12022020

DON’T LET TOMORROW 
TAKE A TURN FOR THE 
WORSE

Lisa Quest

Lisa 
Says...

PO Box 349, Sublette, IL 61367
Sublette 815-849-5219
LaMoille 815-638-2171
Amboy 815-857-2125

KITCHEN & BATH
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SPORTS

Who’s Left in theWho’s Left in the
Amboy New’s NCAA Contest?Amboy New’s NCAA Contest?

UConn (1)
Vaessen Bros Chevrolet

NC State (11)
First State Bank

Alabama (4)
Maze Lumber

Purdue (1)
The Last Alarm

NCAA CHAMPIONNCAA CHAMPION

Amboy Community Unit 
School District #272

Monday, April 8
AHS Girls Track @ Bureau Valley 
- 4:30 pm
AHS Softball (H) Milledgeville - 
4:30 pm

Tuesday, April 9
AHS Boys Track @ Fulton - 4:15 
pm
AHS Fresh/Soph Baseball (H) Polo 
- 6:30 pm
AHS Girls Track @ Hall-TBA
AHS Softball (JV Innings) (H) Polo 
- 4:30 pm
AHS Varsity Baseball (H) Polo - 
4:30 pm
AJHS Scholastic Bowl @ St. 
Mary’s, Sterling - 4 pm

Wednesday, April 10
AHS Art Club - 3:30-4:30 pm

Thursday, April 11
AHS Fresh/Soph Baseball @ Polo - 
6:30 pm
AHS Softball (JV Innings) @ Polo 
- 4:30 pm
AHS Varsity Baseball @ Polo - 4:30 
pm
AJHS Track @ Bureau Valley HS 
- 4 pm

Friday, April 12
AHS Girls & Boys Track (H) - 4:30 
pm

Saturday, April 13
AHS Baseball (H) Lena Winslow-
Varsity-11 am/Fresh/Soph - 1 pm
AHS Girls & Boys Track @ Hall - 
9:30 am
AHS JV DH Softball (H) Lena 
Winslow - 11 am

MOBILE OR STATIONARY DETAILING

• Remove Bugs
• Clean Rims

• Interior Blowout
• Vacuum

• Towel Dry
• Windows Cleaned

• Door Jams
• Tire Shine

Logan Martin
Mendota, IL

(815) 993-8638Like & Follow Us

Ask About our Spring Sale!

03042024

BRANDON LaCHANCE
Amboy News Editor

AMBOY – There will 
be a large gathering at 4 
p.m. Wednesday, April 10 
at Amboy Central Elemen-
tary School.

It won’t be for an ath-
letic practice or a game.

Or a non-athletic func-
tion.

The gathering will be 
to honor someone who 
for 34 years was at every 
open gym, practice, game, 
and function at an Amboy 
school as Central and the 
Amboy Community Unit 
School District #272 are 
renaming the elementary 
school’s gymnasium in 
the honor of George W. 
Mason.   

“I couldn’t begin to 
count the hours he spent 
in the Central School gym, 
the baseball field, or on 
the track,” said Mason’s 
son Jim Mason. “He did a 
lot of time keeping for the 
high school football and 
basketball games. He was 
really dedicated to young 
athletes and watching them 
from grade school to high 
school.

“I know having the Am-
boy Central gymnasium 
named for him would be 
pretty special to him. It’s 
too bad that he left us before 
the naming of the gym in his 
honor was put to work. Un-
fortunately, that’s the way 
it usually goes. It’s really 
special for the family for 
him to receive the honor.”

George W. Mason, who 
passed away at 100 years 
old on Dec. 12, 2023 (two 
days before the school 
board approved the propos-
al of naming the gym after 
him at a board meeting on 
Dec. 14) wore many hats 
in the Amboy education 
system from 1950-1984 
including a junior high 
science teacher, physical 

education teacher, basket-
ball, baseball, and track 
coach, and a principal for 
15 years. 

He had four children 
in Jim (68, Montana), Jan 
Mason (67, Lyndon), Judy 
Denys (Geneseo), and 
Joyce Cook (Morrison), 
with his wife Delores.

Delores, 94, still lives 
in the house in Amboy the 
couple moved to in 1962.

“My memory begins in 
the third or fourth grade 
when he would take me 
with him early in the morn-
ing to shoot around with 
some of the guys,” said 
Jim Mason. “I can’t even 
think of the number of kids 
he coached or influenced 
during his tenure at the 
school.

“A big thank you goes 
out to the community and 
the people who initiated 
this. The family is very 
thankful to everyone in-
volved. It’s an honor for 
my father and his family.”

Jan Mason has similar 
recollections as she remem-
bers being in the gym and 
her father helping her, her 
siblings, and their friends 
take jump shots in the drive-
way or throw a baseball in 
the yard.

“He coached a lot of 
sports. If there was a sport, 
he took the time and helped 
the kids. It was weird hav-
ing him as my teacher, but 
he was my science teacher,” 
Jan Mason said. “He didn’t 
give any of his children 
special treatment. He stuck 
to the script and treated us 
like the rest of the students.

“A lot of our lives were 
spent in the gym. If it was 
nasty outside, he would 
open the gym for kids to 
shoot baskets. He’d have 
kids come in before and 
after school. If kids needed 
to work on free throws, he’d 
let them shoot.”

Jan called her father a 
family man who had his 
wife and children at the top 
of his priority list.

Next on the list was his 
career and the students, 
teachers, staff he worked 
with.

As Jan recalls, the only 
time George did not coach 
a sport was when Jim was 
playing high school basket-
ball and he wanted to see all 
of his son’s games.

“He will be remembered 
for a long time. The kids 
who are in the school now 
probably hear stories from 
their parents about when 
my dad was their principal, 
coach, or teacher,” Jan Ma-
son said. “It’s pretty awe-
some that the gymnasium 
is going to be named after 
him. It’s a great honor.”

George Mason’s family 
are not the only ones who 
remember him and what he 
meant to the school.

In November 2023, 

Darlene Hinkle brought the 
idea of naming the Central 
gym in George W. Mason’s 
honor to the Amboy CUSD 
Board, which was followed 
by over 30 letters from 
others pushing for the re-
naming to happen. 

“It’s sad he died two 
days before he made the 
decision to name the gym 
after him,” Hinkle said. 
“He didn’t know before 
he passed. His family did, 
but George didn’t know the 
honor that was going to be 
bestowed on him. 

“He was kind, firm, and 
fair. He was very low key. 
He didn’t get excited. He 
worked with the kids. My 
three boys had him and he 
was very much admired. He 
had a huge garden. Even 
last year, at 99, he would 
use his walker and work 
his garden.

“He was a gentleman, a 
good person, and I thought 
he deserved the honor.”

George W. Mason’s legacy lives on
Amboy Central Elementary School to name the gymnasium in Mason’s honor

George W. Mason was a science teacher, coach for 
basketball, baseball, and track, and principal in 
Amboy Community Unit School District #272 for 
34 years, 1950-1984. Although he passed away on 
Dec. 12, 2023, his memory and legacy will live on 
through Amboy Central Elementary School naming 
the gymnasium in his honor. In November 2023, 
the idea was brought to the school board and more 
than 30 letters were written to support the honor. 
On Dec. 14, two days after he passed, the board 
made it official. Top photo, Mason in a white shirt 
and dark ball cap, holds the finish line with a stop 
watch in his hand. Bottom, Mason, known as a fair, 
kind, and calm guy, had a smile and work ethic many 
will remember when stepping foot into the Central 
gymnasium named in his honor.   
    Photo contributed

Have a news, sports, or a 
fun story idea,

email
Amboy News Editor 
Brandon LaChance

at
to blachance@

mendotareporter.com
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Amboy Deli  HoursAmboy Deli  Hours
Mon-Sat 7  a.m. – 7  p.m.Mon-Sat 7  a.m. – 7  p.m.

Sun 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.Sun 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

815-857-7020

Now Accepting EBT Link Now Accepting EBT Link 
Cards and WICCards and WIC

Grocery delivery for disabled & 
senior citizens - in town only.

Hours
Monday-Thursday, 7am-9pm
Friday-Saturday, 7am-10pm

Sunday, 8am-8pm

Sale Prices Valid April 2 - April 8 – Limited Quantities – While Supplies Last

PRODUCE & WEEKLY SPECIALS

HOT BUYS

WEEKLY SPECIALS

Sale goes through April 8, 2024

Reg. Price $4.49/ea.

Reg. Price $5.79/ea.

Reg. Price $8.79/ea.

Food Club Trail Mix
26 oz

Reg. Price $2.19/ea.

Nestle Hot Cocoa Nestle Hot Cocoa 
MixMix
8 pack

Reg. Price $1.79/ea.

Cantaloupe
6 oz pkg.

$2.99/ea. $2.99/ea.

Tri-Color Peppers 
14 oz bag

$4.99/ea. $1.49/ea.

Green Giant 
Idaho Potatoes 
3 lb bag

 
 

Vine Ripe 
Tomatoes

$1.79$1.79/lb./lb. $2.49/ea.

Little Potatoes 
16 oz 
 

$$229999/lb./lb.
Reg. Price $3.49/lb.

Food Club Spring 
Water
24 pack

Reg. Price $14.99/ea.

Food Club Food Club 
Macaroni & CheeseMacaroni & Cheese
5.5 to 7.5 oz

Budding Thin Meats
2 oz2 oz

Reg. Price $0.99/ea.

Reg. Price $2.69/ea.

Reg. Price $7.39/ea.

AMBOY FOOD & LIQUORAMBOY FOOD & LIQUOR

Amboy Deli  HoursAmboy Deli  Hours
Mon-Sat 7  a.m. – 7  p.m.Mon-Sat 7  a.m. – 7  p.m.

Sun 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.Sun 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

815-857-7020
Now Accepting EBT Link Now Accepting EBT Link 

Cards and WICCards and WIC

Grocery delivery for disabled & 
senior citizens - in town only.

Winter Hours
Monday-Saturday, 7am-9pm

Sunday, 8am-8pm

AMBOY FOOD & LIQUORAMBOY FOOD & LIQUORBLOCKS FRESH MARKETBLOCKS FRESH MARKET
199 Maple Place, Hampshire, IL, 60140

847-683-2531
Now Accepting EBT Now Accepting EBT 
Link Cards and WICLink Cards and WIC

Store Hours:
Monday-Saturday 

7 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Sunday 

8 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Meat Dept Hours:

Daily
8 a.m. – 7 p.m.

WEEKLY SPECIALS

HOT BUYS

Now Delivering For Seniors In Town!

Sale goes through Nov. 1, 2022  |  Misprints will not be honored

See Us for Your Special Meat Orders!
Sale Prices Valid Oct. 26-Nov. 1 – Limited Quantities – While Supplies Last

PRODUCE & WEEKLY SPECIALS

Sale goes through Dec.27, 2022

Sale Prices Valid Dec. 21-27 – Limited Quantities – While Supplies Last

AMBOY 
DELI

2/$4 $4.99/ea. $0.79/lb. $0.89/ea.

Southern 
Yams

$4.99/ea.

Halos Clementines 
3 lb. bag
 

$$669999 $$889999/lb./lb.
Reg. Price $15.99/lb.

Ham and  
Bacon Wrap

$249 ea.

Daisy Sour 
Cream 
16 oz 

Reg. Price $2.99 ea. $249 ea.

Stove Top Stuffing
4 oz Assorted

Reg. Price $2.99 ea.

$299 ea.
Reg. Price $4.59 ea. $349 ea.

Reddi Whipped 
Topping
6.5 oz. 

Reg. Price $3.99 ea. $499 ea.Reg. Price $6.49 ea.

$599 ea.

Hellman’s Mayo
30 oz 

Reg. Price $8.99 ea.

$449 ea. Reg. Price $4.99 ea.

$399 ea.

Marie Callendar’s 
Pie
14-15 oz

Reg. Price $4.49 ea.$399 ea.Reg. Price $4.99 ea.$249 ea. Reg. Price $3.09 ea.

Navel Oranges 
4 lb. bag

Jack’s Pizza 
Assorted

AMBOY 
DELI

Plain Chicken Plain Chicken 
Breast Breast 

Dean’s Dip 
16 oz 

U.S.D.A. New 
York Strip SteakAMBOY 

DELI

Fisher Chopped 
Walnuts
10 oz.

Kraft Dressing
14-16 oz Assorted

AMBOY 
DELI

$1.69/ea.

Pineapple 

$1.99/ea.

Whole or Sliced 
Mushrooms 
8 oz.

 

Celery Sleeve 

U.S.D.A. Beef U.S.D.A. Beef 
Angus Prime Rib Angus Prime Rib 
Must be Preordered - LAST WEEK!

Reg. Price $4.99/lb.

AMBOY 
DELI

$$119999/lb./lb.

Coffeemate 
Creamer
32 oz Assorted

Reg. Price $17.99/lb.

Lay’s Chips 
4-8 oz Excludes Party  
or Family Size 

$$12129999/lb./lb.

Idaho Potatoes 
3 lb. bag

 

Bananas

$1.99/ea.

$$229999/lb./lb.

$$339999/lb./lb. Bone-In BBQ  
Pork Chops

Bone-In Pork Bone-In Pork 
Chops - PlainChops - Plain

Reg. Price $4.99/lb.

OR
Reg. Price $3.99/lb.

$$339999/lb./lb.
Reg. Price $4.99/lb.

AMBOY 
DELI

Ground Beef Ground Beef 

$299 ea. Reg. Price $4.59 ea.

Stok Espresso 
Cold Brew 48 oz Asst.48 oz Asst.

Crav’n Fruit Bars
6 count

KK Baseball  
Popcorn 
Ball 8/10 oz 

Starbucks CaffeStarbucks Caffe  
40 oz Assorted40 oz Assorted

$299 ea.
Reg. Price $3.99/ea.

Reg. Price $6.29/ea.

Stouffer’s Family 
Size Entrees 
28 to 40 oz
 

$899 ea.
Reg. Price $10.99/ea.

$479 ea.

Food Club OatsFood Club Oats 
18 oz  18 oz  

 

$199 ea.

Food Club Pasta 
Sauce
23.9 to 24 oz23.9 to 24 oz

$2.49$2.49/ea./ea.

Mini Seedless 
Cucumbers
6 pack

Steak Cut 
Mushrooms
8 oz package

$2.99$2.99/ea./ea.

Hormel Pork Hormel Pork 
Loin Filet Loin Filet 1.5 lb. each

Reg. Price $7.99/lb.

Reg. Price $3.99/ea.

$079 ea. $549 ea.

2/$4

Reg. Price $4.59/ea.$399 ea.

Dole Chopped 
Salad Kit 
9.1 to 13 oz

AMBOY 
DELI

$$444949/lb./lb.
Reg. Price $4.99/lb.

$$449999/ea./ea.

2/$2/$77

Reg. Price $1.49/ea.

Food Club Pasta
12 to 16 oz

$$007979/ea./ea.
Reg. Price $0.99/ea.

Doritos ChipsDoritos Chips
9 to 14 oz
 

$119 ea.

$3.49/ea.

Soup Is Back At The Soup Is Back At The 
Amboy Deli!Amboy Deli!

AMBOY 
DELI

$189 ea.

$$11119999/lb./lb.
Reg. Price $13.99/lb.

81% Lean  81% Lean  
Ground BeefGround Beef

Plain Chicken Plain Chicken 
BreastBreast

AMBOY 
DELI

$149 ea.$399 ea. $749 ea.

$$13139999/ea./ea.

Beef - New York Beef - New York 
Strip SteakStrip Steak

2/$2/$88

$2.19/ea.

Baby Bella 
Mushrooms 
Whole or Sliced

AMBOY 
DELI

Driscoll’s Raspberries 
or Blackberries

Pepsi ProductsPepsi Products
24 pack cans

Reg. Price $5.79/ea.

CapriSun 
10 count

$399 ea.

$249 ea.
Reg. Price $3.19/ea. 

Food Club Alfredo 
Sauce
16 oz

Pillsbury Toaster 
Pastries 
11.7 oz
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