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MANAGING EDITOR

OGLE COUNTY 
— Results from Tues-
day’s general primary 
election in Ogle County 
showed that Christie 
Cox of  Polo (3,812 
votes, 50.68 percent) 
defeated Chad Horner of 
Rochelle (3,709 votes, 
49.32 percent) in the 
race for the Ogle County 
coroner’s office. As of 
Thursday afternoon, 
100 percent of Ogle 
County precincts had 
reported, but results 
will be unofficial for 
two weeks following the 
race, which is election 
protocol.

Both ran as republi-
cans and there was no 
democrat candidate for 
coroner. Lou Finch has 
served as Ogle County 
coroner for 20 years and 
did not seek re-election. 
Cox brings experience 
as a deputy coroner 
and funeral director. 
She owns Polo Family 
Funeral Home and has 
run it for 20 years. She 

started working in the 
coroner’s office in the 
early 2000s and re-
turned to it over a year 
ago. 

Cox said she feels 
confident in the even-
tual official outcome 
of the close race after 
seeing the numbers. 
She called the experi-
ence of working on her 
campaign through the 
election “surreal.”

“I worked very hard 
and I’ve never run a 
campaign before, so it 
was all new to me,” Cox 
said. “It was not without 
a lot of late nights, early 
mornings, hard work 
and dedicat ion.  I’m 
very excited to have it 
over and start this next 
chapter and journey. 
The only thing I’d like 
to say at this point is 
I can’t wait to get my 
team together and get 
their thoughts and con-
cerns and address them 
if there are any. It’s just 
rallying the team and 
hearing from them.”

The  Po lo  Fami ly 
Funeral Home owner 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

O R E G O N  —  A t 
its monthly meeting 
Wednesday, the Ogle 
County Board unani-
mously approved a res-
olution declaring Ogle 
County a non-sanctuary 
county for immigration. 

The resolution passed 
Wednesday said the 
county is concerned with 
a lack of a federal or state 
comprehensive plan for 
asylum seekers. Cities 
including Schaumburg, 
Elk Grove Village and 
Rosemont have passed 
ordinances prohibiting, 

Election day results show Cox won coroner 
race, schools sales tax referendum failed

Ogle County sees 28.5-percent voter turnout, 9,207 ballots cast

called the experience of 
a campaign “time-con-
suming, but very re-
warding” and thanked 
her  loved ones, the 
community and voters.

“I’m just a young lady 
from Polo, and to have 
people who don’t even 
know me support me in 
ways I could’ve never 

imagined was so hum-
bling and overwhelming 
at times,” Cox said. “I 
just want to say thank 
you to the voters. It 
doesn’t matter who you 
voted for. It’s just the 
fact that you got out and 
voted. Thank you for all 
of your support.”

Horner fell short on 

election night in the 
closely-contested race. 
He brought credentials 
of serving as an Ogle 
County deputy coroner 
for five years, and he 
is co-owner of Unger 
Horner Funeral Home 
in Rochelle. 

See ELECTION page 2

Non-sanctuary county for immigration resolution passed
OGLE COUNTY BOARD

Board members again hear complaints of alleged animal abuse at rodeos

restricting and taxing 
the use of hotels, mo-
tels, warehouses etc. for 
extended use by illegal 

immigrants.
“Ogle County, by de-

claring itself a non-sanc-
tuary county, pledges 

and re-dedicates i ts 
l imited resources to 
its residents in need: 
Seniors, families living 
below the poverty lev-
el, veterans, homeless, 
and all those in need of 
social services already 
here in Ogle County, 
legally,” the resolution 
said. “We declare our-
selves a non-sanctuary 
county for immigration, 
dedicating our limited 
resources to all those 
already in need here in 
Ogle County.”

Board Member Jo-
seph Simms (R, District 
3, Rochelle) led the 
proceedings on the res-

olution at the meeting 
and said the counties of 
Lee, LaSalle, DeKalb 
and Grundy have either 
enacted similar resolu-
tions or are working on 
them.

Rodeos
For the second time 

since July, the board 
heard concerns from 
members of the organi-
zation Showing Animals 
Respect and Kindness 
regarding alleged animal 
abuse taking place at 
Mexican-style rodeos in 
the county. 

See COUNTY page 3

Board Member Joseph Simms (R, District 3, Rochelle), 
left, led the proceedings on the resolution at the 
meeting and said the counties of Lee, LaSalle, DeKalb 
and Grundy have either enacted similar resolutions 
or are working on them. (Photo by Jeff Helfrich)
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dickersonnieman.comhomeshomes Ogle County’s Real Estate Market Leader! 

BYRON
220 W. 3rd St.

OREGON
113 S. 4th St.

(815)234-5133 (815)732-3365

MAYDELL LESSEN
DESIGNATED MANAGING BROKER

(815) 622-4619

DOROTHY BOWERS
(815) 985-3264

SHARON BOWERS
(815) 757-7462

LYRAH AUSTIN-BUSHNELL
(815) 218-0059

TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 988-4388

207 West Street, Monroe Center

$115,000 dickersonnieman.com/202400221
CHARMING 1.5 STORY! 2 bed, 1 bath home with a potential 3rd 
bedroom. Recent updates include kitchen and bath remodels, newer 
roof, water heater, HVAC, shed roof, water softener, well pressure 
tank, and windows. Features a large family room, separate dining 
room, enclosed front porch, main floor laundry, and a spacious shed. 
Enjoy small-town living with convenient access to I-39.

TARINA FRISELLA
(815) 509-8880

1458 W. Indian Heights Drive, Oregon

$254,900 dickersonnieman.com/202400873
MOVE IN CONDITION! Great location, 4 bed, 2.5 bath ranch 
overlooking the 7 tee on the golf course. New roof, siding, & gutters. 
Finished lower level with walk out patio. Jacuzzi in master bath, 2 
refrigerators, stove, microwave, washer & dryer stay. Pool tables & 
bar stools negotiable. 2 storage sheds.

SHARON BOWERS
(815) 757-7462

RANDY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-4004

DANA DAUB
(815) 440-2835

KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

SEAN HOSSEINI 
(815) 200-8490

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857

TANYA VINCER
(815) 703-6118

501 S. 2nd Street, Oregon

$20,000 dickersonnieman.com/202307306
CORNER LOT! In established residential neighborhood in the quaint 
town of Oregon. Buildable lot! Choose your builder to plant some 
roots where mature trees line the street and the schools are award-
winning. Water, sewer, natural gas, and electric at street. Walking 
distance to downtown, parks, local eateries, the local recreation 
center, local dog park, and so much more. If historical, small towns 
are for you, this may just be the perfect location.

HEATHER MANIS
(815) 871-1269

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

From page 1
A county schools facil-

ities sales tax referendum 
item failed in the election 
by a margin of 69.53 per-
cent (6,228 votes). A total 
of 2,729 (30.46 percent) 
votes were cast in favor of 
the sales tax. 

The measure would 
have raised sales tax in 
the county by one percent 
to benefit schools for ex-
penses including facilities, 
security, mental health ser-
vices and school resource 
officers. The measure also 
failed on the ballot in Ogle 
County back in 2013. There 
are 57 counties in Illinois 
that have the county schools 
facilities sales tax.

The additional sales tax 
would have applied to items 
that are already taxed, with 
the exception of vehicles 
and unprepared food. For 
example, based on the most 
recent numbers, a county 
schools facility sales tax 
would have netted the Ro-

chelle Elementary School 
district $813,202 per year 
and $443,491 per year for 
the Rochelle Township 
High School district. 

Along with facilities, 
security, mental health ser-
vices and school resource 
officers, the money could 
have been used to abate 
property taxes and make 
rates lower for property 
owners within the district. 
The county schools fa-
cilities sales tax measure 
had no sunset clause or 
end date for counties after 
being passed in by refer-
endum. School districts in 
the county did not take a 
position for or against the 
sales tax.

County board
In Ogle County’s one 

contested primary race 
for an Ogle County Board 
seat, incumbent Dan Janes 
(576 votes, 51.34 percent) 
defeated Ron Kern (546 
votes, 48.66 percent) in 

a close race in the fifth 
district. There is no demo-
crat candidate for the fifth 
district. 

State senate
In the republican pri-

mary for state senator in 
the 37th legislative dis-
trict, Li Arellano of Dixon 
won the district-wide race 
with 9,001 votes over Tim 
Yager (5,933) and Chris 
Bishop (2,864). There 
was no democrat candi-
date in the race. Sen. Win 
Stoller (R, Germantown 
Hills) currently holds the 
office and is not seeking 
re-election.

In Ogle County, Arel-
lano received 1,328 votes 
(52.22 percent), while 
Yager received 776 votes 
(30.52 percent) and Bishop 
received 439 votes (17.26 
percent). 

Turnout
Voter turnout was low 

in the primary election 
Tuesday. A total of 28.5 
percent of the county came 
out to vote in the election. 
9,207 ballots were cast 
out of 32,328 potential 
voters in the coun-
ty. There were 7,407 
ballots cast at polling 
places (80.4 percent), 
869 early ballots cast 
(9.4 percent) and 931 
vote-by-mail ballots 
cast (10.1 percent). 

ELECTION: Janes defeats 
Kerns for board seat

BYRON – After 34 years 
of dedicated service, Byron 
Bank proudly announces 
a strategic leadership tran-
sition. Mike Kohlstedt, a 
“vital” part of its organiza-
tion, will retire on April 3, 
2024, and step into the role 
of board chairman, a press 
release March 20 said. 

“Mike has been an 
instrumental part of By-
ron Bank’s growth and 
success, consistently em-
bodying our commitment 
to our ‘You Ask. We Help.’ 
philosophy. His wealth 
of experience, leadership 
and dedication have been 
invaluable to both the bank 
and the community. 

To ensure a seamless 
transition, Brent Baker 
moved to the role of senior 
vice president, Commer-
cial Banking. Brent has 
been working closely with 
Mike over the last few 

months to ensure a smooth 
transfer of responsibilities. 

This transition high-
lights Byron Bank’s 
commitment to effective 
succession planning and 
maintaining the highest 
standards of service to 
our valued customers. We 
believe that through this 
change, we will continue 
to strengthen our position 
as a community-focused 
bank.”

“We are grateful for 
Mike’s outstanding contri-
butions over the years, and 
we are confident that his 
leadership as board chair-
man will continue to guide 
us for many years to come,” 
Jen Baker, chief operations 
officer at Byron Bank, said.

“Byron Bank is a local, 
family-owned community 
bank, and our focus remains 
on our customers and the 
communities we serve.”

Byron Bank announces 
leadership transition with 
Kohlstedt as board chairman

“We are grateful for Mike’s 
outstanding contributions 
over the years, and we are 
confident that his leadership as 
board chairman will continue 
to guide us for many years to 
come.” 

Jen Baker

The following list of winners will recieve a
gift certificate good for $20 towards the purchase of an 

Easter Ham. Thanks for all our participating businesses that 
helped make our annual giveaway a big success.

Erich Roth, Byron .............................Byron County Market

Darlene Shower, Oregon ........................ Oregon Super Valu

Pat Reimer, Stillman Valley ........................... Stillman Bank

Cindy Stauffer, Polo .................................... First State Bank

Loraine M. Untz, Oregon .......................... VFW Post #8739

03252024
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Steve Hindi, president 
of Showing Animals 
Respect and Kindness, 
pleaded with the board 
to take action to end the 
alleged animal abuse, 
and said it involves 
an event called “steer 
tailing” where a steer 
is forced to run along 
a wall and a contestant 
runs up alongside them 
and grabs the steer’s 
tai l  and pulls  them 
around. 

“We’ve gone to the 
sheriff ’s office with an 
overwhelming amount 
of video footage and 
we’ve spoken to the 
state’s attorney’s of-
fice, but unfortunately 
nothing has happened,” 
Hindi said. “These an-
imals are receiving no 
veterinary care. That is 
illegal according to Il-
linois state law. This is 
Illinois. We have some 
of the best  humane 
laws in the country. 
But those humane laws 
are worthless without 
enforcement.”

A f t e r  c o m m e n t s 
made by the same group 
at the county board’s 
Ju ly  meet ing ,  Ogle 
County Sheriff Brian 
VanVickle responded 
by saying his office was 
aware of the rodeos, 
and said they take place 
south of Rochelle, just 
outside the city limits. 

Mike Kobliska, an-
other member of Show-
ing Animals Respect 
and Kindness, spoke 
as well at Wednesday’s 
meeting and said the 
rodeo in question was 
granted a special-use 
permit  by the Ogle 

County Board in 2012. 
“Our understanding 

is they can continue 
in perpetuity, as long 
as they hold one rodeo 
every year,” Kobliska 
said. “I call it a rodeo, but 
it’s not a rodeo. It’s one 
event: Steer tailing. Will 
County, Boone County 
and McHenry County 
have all filed charges or 
are working on laws for 
things like this.”

County officials did 
not make a public re-
sponse to the concerns 
raised by the Showing 
Animals Respect and 
Kindness organization 
members Wednesday.

Vehicles
The board unani-

mously approved Amer-
ican Rescue Plan Act 
funding requests for the 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Office for the purchase 
and outfitting of squad 
vehicles. The amount 
of $198,528 was ap-
proved for four half-ton 
Chevrolet trucks. Out-
fitting costs were also 
approved in the amount 
of $68,187. 

OCFB
B o a r d  C h a i r m a n 

John Finfrock was pre-
sented with a plaque 
by Ogle County Farm 
Bureau President Keith 
Poole and OCFB Di-
rector Ryan Reeverts 
following the board’s 
passing of a resolution 
supporting agriculture in 
Ogle County last month. 
Reeverts is also a county 
board member (R, Dis-
trict 6, Byron) and led the 
way on the agriculture 
support resolution.

The county is home 
to 1,011 farms, which 
support 5,079 jobs (22 
percent of total jobs). 
Agriculture and related 
industries generate a 
total sales or output in 
Ogle County estimated 
at $665.8 million. Ap-
proximately 354,587 
acres in Ogle County 
are farmland, repre-
senting 73 percent of 
total county acres.

“I just want to say 
thanks again,” Reeverts 
said. “As a fifth-gener-
ation farmer right here 
in Ogle County, I want 
to thank you for your 
vote of confidence in 
agriculture all across 
Ogle County and what 
we do to feed, fuel and 
cloth the nation.”

COUNTY:  Board passes resolution 
supporting agriculture in Ogle County

OREGON — Ogle 
County Farm Bureau 
leaders are excited to call 
the Ogle County Board an 
“Ally in Agriculture” after 
the board’s adoption of 
a pro-agriculture resolu-
tion, demonstrating local 
elected officials’ support 
for farmers. 

“Our farming com-
munity would like to 
thank members of the 
Ogle County Board for 
showing their support 
by adopting this resolu-
tion,” Keith Poole, Ogle 
County Farm Bureau 
president, said. “Agricul-
ture is a major economic 
driver in our county, and 
this resolution shows our 
elected officials have 
our backs when mak-
ing important decisions 
affecting our farms and 
livelihoods.”

There are over 1,000 
farms in Ogle County 
providing over 5,000 jobs, 
representing 22 percent of 
the county labor force. 
Just under three-quarters 
of the county’s land mass 

is dedicated to agriculture 
production.

Ogle County Board 
members adopted the 
resolution at the Feb. 
20 meeting upon rec-
ommendation from the 
Ogle County Board Ag 
Committee, chaired by 
Lyle Hopkins.

“It is important in 
a predominantly rural 
county like ours to have 
the support of our lo-
cal elected leaders to 
promote a vibrant and 
viable agricultural envi-
ronment. Over 96 percent 
of Illinois Farms are 
family owned, and Ogle 
County is no exception. 
This resolution signifies 
the County’s commit-
ment to support those 
farm families.”, Ryan 
Reeverts, County Board 
and County Farm Bureau 
member, said.

Local elected officials 
across the state are show-
ing their support of their 
agricultural communities 
through the adoption 
of pro-agriculture res-

olutions. County board 
members/commissioners 
work with their local 
farm bureau to better 
understand the role ag-
riculture plays in their 
local economy, such 
as providing jobs and 
generating property tax 
revenue, which is used 
to fund services for all 
citizens. The result is a 
strong working relation-
ship between county offi-
cials and the agriculture 
community.

“Agriculture is the 
state’s largest industry, 
and passage of these 
pro-agriculture resolu-
tions show that our elect-
ed officials understand 
that agriculture goes far 
beyond providing food 
and fuel,” Illinois Farm 
Bureau President Brian 
Duncan of Polo said. 
“When County Boards 
pass these resolutions, 
they are showing their 
commitment to work with 
farm leaders so they can 
confidently be champions 
of agriculture.”

Ogle County Farm Bureau President Keith Poole presents the pro-agriculture 
designation to John Finfrock, County Board chairman, following the passage of 
the pro-agriculture resolution. Also pictured are:  Lyle Hopkins, County Board 
ag committee chair; and Ryan Reeverts, County Board and County Farm Bureau 
director.

Ogle County passes pro-agriculture resolution

The board unanimously approved American Rescue 
Plan Act funding requests for the Ogle County Sher-
iff’s Office for the purchase and outfitting of squad 
vehicles. (Photo by Jeff Helfrich) 



MONDAY, MARCH 25, 2024SECTION A • PAGE 4 • OGLE COUNTY LIFE/ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

LOCAL NEWS
Obituaries

Any arrests listed in this paper are 
merely charges and the defendants 
are presumed innocent unless 
proven guilty in a court of law.
Please note that all police reports 
received from the Oregon Police, 
Byron Police, Polo Police, Mt. Morris 

Police, the Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the Illinois State 
Police, will be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit particular reports 
will not be considered or honored at 
any time.
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Bar Mon-Thur 4 - 8PM & Fri 4 - 9PM
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VFW EVENTS 
Monday Lighting @ 5:30pm

Wednesday Bingo @ 5:30pm
Thursday Trivia Night @ 6:30pm

Fridays @ 7pm 1st Fridays, Karaoke, Live music  
(different Fridays)

Every Friday our Fish, Chicken, Shrimp Dinners

We do Carry Outs

Try out the hot slots every weekday!

VFW Post #8739
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-6851
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OREGON — Eldon Leroy LeFevre, 
age 94, died Friday, March 15, 2024 
surrounded by his loving family. He 
was born Dec. 28, 1929 in Dixon, IL 
the son to Leroy and Naomi 
(Alter) LeFevre. He graduated 
from Polo High School in 1949.  

Eldon served in the U.S. Army 
from 1951-53 in occupied Ger-
many during the Korean War.  
He wooed Shirley Ann Miller 
with his baby blue convertible 
and they were married on June 
19, 1959 in Polo IL. They were able to 
celebrate 63 years of marriage.  

Eldon held various jobs before retiring 
after over 33 years at Ogle County High-
way Department. He enjoyed 30 years of 
retirement, and to this day could still tell 
you every culvert he put in, ditch he dug 
out and how many times he had to back 
up before he got through a snow drift.  

Always the farmer he was raised as, 
he enjoyed his yard and always had the 
best vegetable garden year after year. His 
John Deere was his lawn tractor that he 
loved to ride on, mow some grass and 
get those few leaves that fell from a tree.

 He enjoyed going to the restaurant 
a couple of times a week to have coffee 
and always found someone to talk to. 
In the winter, he passed time by doing 

paint by number pictures, of which he 
completed over 100 different ones. 

He was predeceased by his parents, 
wife Shirley, sisters Elaine Dittmar and 

Lois Langley, and a brother 
Leonard LeFevre. 

Eldon is survived by his 
children Michael LeFevre 
and Lisa (Jerry) Baker both 
of Mt. Morris, IL; grand-
daughters Shannon LeFevre 
(Jaryn Rudy) of Mt Morris IL 
and Abigail Baker of Oregon, 

IL; three great grandsons, Cameron, 
Chase and Kaden Rudy; brother Lyle 
(Karen) LeFevre of Dixon; sister-in-
law Pat LeFevre of Polo, and many 
nieces and nephews.  

Funeral service will be held 10:30 
AM, Thursday, March 21, 2024 at the 
Farrell-Holland-Gale Funeral Home, 
110 S. 7th Street in Oregon, IL with 
the Rev. Rodney Caldwell officiating.  
Visitation will be held Wednesday eve-
ning from 5-7 PM at the funeral home 
in Oregon.  Burial will be at Chapel Hill 
Memorial Gardens in Freeport, IL.  

A memorial fund is established in 
Eldon’s name and may be directed to his 
family.  Visit www.farrellhollandgale.
com to leave a condolence or memory 
of Eldon.  

OREGON — Russell L. Martin, 
age 77, passed away Tuesday March 
12, 2024 with his family by his side. 
Russ was born February 19,1947 the 
son of Robert and Pauline 
(Voss) Martin. He attended Or-
egon Community High School 
graduating in 1965. After high 
school Russ joined the Army 
and served from 1966-1968. 
When he returned home he 
married Judy Mumford, on 
September 14, 1968. Russ 
worked on the family farm and 
then became a semi truck driver taking 
him all over the country. Russ loved to 
talk to the people who he met on his 
travels. He never met a stranger, always 
wanting to know everyone’s life story. 
Even after his trucking years were over 
he would go and sit at Petro to talk to 
the truckers as they went in and out. 

He loved nothing more than spending 
time with his family, he was a devoted 
grandfather who was loved very much.

Russ is survived by his wife of 55 
years, Judy, daughter Amy 
(Rick) Eldred of Kings, IL and 
grandaughters Sofie Sodergren 
and Hannah Eldred. Broth-
ers Bill Martin, Glenn (Toni 
Hughes) Martin, Wes (Tammy) 
Martin, and Jerry (Donna) 
Martin, and one sister Judy 
Hollenbeck all of Oregon, IL 
and many nieces and nephews.

Russ was preceded in death by his 
parents, two brothers Richard Martin 
and Emmitt Martin and two sisters Ruby 
Schier and Barbara Kirchner.

Russ did not wish to have any ser-
vices in his remembrance. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials to The 
American Alzheimer’s Association.

CRESTON — Lewis Blanford 
“Blan” Pierce, Jr., 85, passed away 
unexpectedly Tuesday, March 19, 2024 
at Northwestern Medicine Kishwaukee 
Hospital in DeKalb, Illinois.  Blan was 
born on June 8, 1938 to Lewis 
B. and Lucy (Norris) Pierce in 
DeKalb, IL.

Blan was the fourth generation 
of Woodlawn Farms L.B. Pierce 
and Sons.  Friends in the Angus 
cattle business across multiple 
states and generations stayed 
in touch for “cow talk” and/or 
advice.  He never met a strang-
er and he loved visiting with 
people. Blan continued the Angus cattle 
business at Woodlawn until its dispersal 
in May of 2005.  He then established 
the Woodlawn Scholarship Endowment 
Fund at the American Angus Foundation, 
the first one so gifted from an Angus 
breeder, and it has grown through the 
years granting annual scholarships to 
youth in the industry.

The historic “Woodlawn Trophy”, a 
large three handled silver trophy, had 
been won by Blan’s great grandfather, 
B.R. Pierce, and grandfather, S.R. Pierce, 
in 1900 at the First International Live-
stock Show held in Chicago, IL. The 
family proudly displayed the trophy at 
all of their cattle sales.  When Blan was 
inducted into the Angus Heritage Hall 
of Fame at the annual Angus meeting in 
Louisville, KY, following in his earlier 
three ancestors footsteps, he surprised 
all in attendance by gifting the trophy 
to the Angus Association, where it is on 
display at their headquarters.

A second breed caught Blan’s eye 
about 18 years ago when he and Joan 
began to acquire Shorthorn cattle from 
his partner, Steve French’s herd in 
Michigan.  It was coming full circle as 
Blan’s great grandfather had Shorthorns 
for ten years before he began a 136 year 
love of Angus.

Blan was very civic minded and 
was involved in many organizations 
throughout his life time.  He was on 
the Rochelle Community Hospital 

Board, Creston School Board, Ogle 
County Extension Board and was a 4-H 
leader.  He was a multi Township Tax 
Assessor, a member of the American 
Angus “Vision of Value” Foundation 

Committee and an active con-
tributor to the foundation as 
were his three ancestors.  Blan 
was a member of the American 
Angus Association and in 2007 
was nominated and installed in 
the American Angus Heritage 
Foundation. In addition, he 
was a Northern Illinois Angus 
Association board member. 

A second marriage for Blan 
and his wife, Joan, almost reached the 
47 year anniversary this June; add to 
that the four years they dated.  

Blan was the proud father to sons: 
Carl (Kris) of Reedsburg, WI and Jake 
(Edie) of Byron, IL; grandfather to 
Carl’s daughter, Carly (Nate) Vogeler 
and great grandfather to Henry, Theo 
and Ben Vogeler and grandfather to 
Jake and Edie’s son, Wyatt.  He was 
additionally a proud step father to Joan’s 
children: Tim (Suzi) Pleune of Batavia, 
IL, Beth (Jeff) Martin of Bonita Springs, 
FL and Laura (Mike Loptien) Sykes 
of Sycamore, IL; step grandfather to 
Jamie Pleune, Alyssa Pleune (Zach) 
Clark, Andy (Julie) Martin, Joe (Sarin-
na) Martin; great granddaughter, Lilah 
Martin and soon to be great grandson 
Martin in April; Samantha Sykes and 
Jarrett Sykes.

In addition to his parents, L.B. and 
Lucy Pierce, Blan was preceded in death 
by his brother, Norris Pierce; sister, Susan 
Lesh; nephew, David Pierce and sister-
in-law, Ann Pierce.

There will be a private family me-
morial graveside service at Woodlawn 
Cemetery, Creston, IL. At a later date, 
the family will have a celebration of 
Blan’s life.  Memorials may be made 
in his memory to the American Angus 
Foundation for the Woodlawn Farms 
Scholarship Endowment Fund.  Vis-
it www.ungerhorner.com to sign the 
online guest book.

CHICAGO — We sorrowfully 
share that John Vincent Young, age 73, 
passed away from heart com-
plications at Loyola Hospital 
in Chicago on March 5, 2024.  
He was born the third child in 
Chicago on January 19, 1951 
to John Young and Frances 
(Siedlecki) Young.  Ever the 
academic, he earned his under-
graduate and Master’s degrees 
in journalism and English at 
Illinois State University and 
lived the life of the mind.  

As a high school English teacher 
at several Illinois schools, most knew 
John as Mr. Young.  After teaching at 
Sheldon, Heritage, Monmouth, and 
Mount Zion schools, Mr. Young served 
the Oregon School District for over 20 
years before retiring in 2018.  

He was renowned for his unwav-
eringly high academic standards.  
No unsupported claim, disorganized 
analysis, or misplaced comma went 
unchallenged under his eye.  He de-
manded quality work and attention to 
detail from his students, and because 
he held his classes to these standards, 
his students often claimed they learned 
how to think critically and write clearly 

because of Mr. Young.
Outside the classroom, John also 

supported students perform-
ing high school plays and 
organizing poetry slams.  He 
unabashedly shared his love 
of 60’s counterculture, and 
as an avid guitar enthusiast, 
he sometimes played with 
students at school functions.  

As a reader of literature, 
philosophy, and religious texts, 
John was not one to back down 

from lively discussions.  He spoke truth 
to power and held strong opinions, 
though he often shared them with 
humor and humility.  As a teacher, 
mentor, friend, father, and brother, he 
was generous with his time helping 
those in need, and his humanitarian 
actions and beliefs were an example 
for all who knew him.  

John is survived by his son, Ed 
(Dallas) Young of Peoria, his sister, 
Carol Young of Oak Park, and his cat, 
Bella.  He is preceded in death by his 
sister, Naomi Young.

A private celebration of life will 
be held at a later date.  Condolences 
may be sent to 5338 N Sheridan Rd, 
Peoria, IL 61614.

Eldon Leroy LeFevre

Russell L. Martin

Lewis Blanford ‘Blan’ 
Pierce, Jr.

John Vincent Young

M I N N E A P O L I S 
/ ST. PAUL, Minn. 
(March 6, 2024) – Jer-
emiah Bogner (fresh-
man, college of science 
and engineering) been 

named to the 2023 fall 
semester dean’s list at 
the University of Min-
nesota Twin Cities, the 
university announced 
March 6.

To qualify for the 
dean’s list, a student 
must complete 12 or 
more letter-graded cred-
its while attaining a 3.66 
grade point average.

BLOOMINGTON — The  Illinois 
Wesleyan University’s dean’s list for the 
fall semester of the 2023-24 academic 
year consisted of 752 students from 33 
states and 30 countries.

To qualify for the dean’s list, students 

must earn a GPA of 3.50 or better during 
the semester, based on 4.0 for straight As.

Local students honored included, 
Jadyn Bothe of Oregon; Cody Buskohl, 
Cole Faivre and  Cayden Webster of Polo, 
and  AJ Loeffelholz of Davis Junction.

Stillman Valley’s Bogner selected to University 
of Minnesota Twin Cities dean’s list

Illinois Wesleyan announces fall 2023 dean’s list
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Serving dinner Wednesday 5 - 8 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 5 - 8 p.m. 07

27
20

22

Join us on Friday nights for 
fish, chicken and more
Saturday we serve up 

Chicken Ralphie 
a fan favorite 

The slots are hot and 
the beer is cold

08032020

Premium Hardwood • Designer Colored Mulches
Pulverised Dirt • Mushroom Compost • Straw Bales

Delivery Available

TTax PPreparation TTime

To be included in the Tax Preparation Time Guide call:
Chris Ackland
815-561-2153  

         Andrew Heiserman 
815-561-2123

              Chris Grimm 
815-561-2125

Brown’s Tax Service
    Carolyn Brown
    Jade Brown
    Marilyn Oropeza

Bookkeeping, Payroll & Tax Preparation ServicesBookkeeping, Payroll & Tax Preparation Services

Contact Us For Your 1099 FormsContact Us For Your 1099 Forms
361 IL Route 38 | Rochelle, IL 361 IL Route 38 | Rochelle, IL 

815-561-6861 | carolyn@brownstaxoffice.com | www.brownstaxoffice.com815-561-6861 | carolyn@brownstaxoffice.com | www.brownstaxoffice.com

Let the BEST TAX  
PROFESSIONALS in the BEST TAX 
OFFICE in OGLE COUNTY prepare 

your 2023 taxes!

02
12

20
24

doug@dougweber.net | 1688 Brandywine Lane, Dixon, IL | www.dougweber.net

05
15
20
17Buying or selling real estate in Northern Illinois?

Call Doug at 815-222-5806 for all your real estate needs!

Doug Weber
815-222-5806

Doug’s got the key! Call Doug today!

OREGON — The 
2024 Merry Martha Club 
Quilt Raffle is cur-
rently underway. 
The quilt pattern 
used this year is 
Simply Serene, 
designed by Di-
ana Beaubien for 
Pleasant Valley 
Creations. The 
quilt is a gener-
ous 65 inches by 
75 inches. The 
featured fabric is 
called Homespun, 
a lightweight fab-
ric of fine cotton 
yarns, produced 
by using traditional co-
lonial fabric techniques 
of hand dying, warping, 
weaving and washing. It 
was constructed by club 

Merry Martha Club Quilt Raffle underway
member Donna Immel 
of Leaf River and quilted 

by April Lantz of Simply 
Sewn 4 Ewe of Byron.

Club members donated 
time and fabric for this 
annual fundraiser and 
look forward to having 

this lovely quilt go to 
a lucky member of the 

community.
Raffle tickets are 

currently being sold 
for the 2024 Merry 
Martha Club Quilt 
Raffle. Tickets are 
$1 each or 6 for $5.  
Tickets can be pur-
chased at the upcom-
ing Oregon Woman’s 
Club 72nd Annu-
al Antique Show 
& Vintage Market 
(March 23 & 24, 
Blackhawk Center, 
Oregon) or by con-
tacting the Bertolet 

Memorial Library at 
815.738.2742.

The raffle drawing will 
be on Sunday June 2, at 
approximately 4 p.m. 

at the Bertolet Building 
following the Leaf River 
Daze Parade. Winner does 
not need to be present.

All monies raised from 
the raffle go to local com-
munity organizations 
such as the Leaf River 
Fire Department, Soaring 
Eagles 4H Club, Leaf 
River Fireworks, Ber-
tolet Memorial Library 
Kids Reading Program 
and the Leaf River Men-
toring Program.

The Merry Martha 
Club is a local commu-
nity service organization 
that was begun in Febru-
ary of 1917 by homemak-
ers of the rural Leaf River 
community. It continues 
to this day with the same 
spirit of giving as in 1917.

POLO — Child Abuse Preven-
tion Month has been observed each 
April since its first presidential 
proclamation in 1983, and millions 
of Americans have participated in 
this exciting public awareness that 
all children deserve to grow up in 
happy and healthy environments.

GFWC Illinois Polo Women’s 
Club partners with Prevent Child 
Abuse Illinois to spread the message 
that everyone can help promote 
great childhoods in their commu-
nity.  Pinwheels (blue and silver) 
are nationally recognized symbols 

of child abuse prevention and sym-
bolize hope.

The Polo Women’s Club brings 
public awareness by annually 
planting blue and silver pinwheel 
gardens at the Paul Grahling Park 
(Division & Mason), Centennial 
Grade School, Applington Middle 
School and the Polo Community 
High School each April.

This year, pinwheels will be 
planted on Monday, April 1 at noon, 
with Mayor Doug Knapp reading a 
proclamation from the City of Polo 
recognizing April as Child Abuse 

Prevention Month.
With awareness, education and 

support, the community working 
together can have an incredible 
impact on preventing child abuse.  
As a reminder, the simple pinwheel 
should compel us to report suspect-
ed abuse (1-800-25-ABUSE) and 
protect all children.

Resources for Help: Prevent 
Child Abuse Illinois (1-800-252-
2873). HOPE of Ogle County 
Domestic Abuse Agency (815-
562-8890). Shining Star Children’s 
Advocacy Center 815-284-1891

Polo Women’s Club promotes awareness 
during Child Abuse Prevention Month

BYRON — On Feb. 
29, David M. Thick, 20, 
of Oregon was issued a 
citation for speeding. 

On Feb. 29, Gale L. 
Kerkhoff, 64, of German 
Valley was issued a cita-
tion for speeding.

On March 1, Moham-
med Arif, 47, of Rock Is-
land was issued a citation 
for speeding.

On March 2, Lamar 
Simmons, 41, of Rock-
ford was issued a citation 
for driving while license 
suspended. Simmons 
was released on a notice 
to appear. 

On March 2, Cole A. 
Jordan, 29, of Byron 
was issued a citation for 
driving while license 
suspended. Jordan was 
released on a notice to 
appear.  

On March 3, Makena 
A. Allion, 22, of Dekalb 
was issued a citation for 
operating a vehicle with 
a suspended registration. 

On March 4, Alex-
ander H. Prose, 39, of 
Pecatonica was issued a 
citation for disobeying 
traffic control device.

On March 4, Eric K. 
Long, 44, of Oregon 
was issued a citation for 
speeding.

On March 5, Jacob 
Huffman, 26, of Mt. Mor-
ris was issued citations for 
operating a vehicle with 
a suspended registration 
and operating an unin-
sured vehicle.

On March 5, a 17-year-
old minor from Byron 
was issued a citation for 
speeding. 

On March 9, Joshua 
A. Shank, 38, of Oregon 
was issued a citation for 
driving while license 
suspended. Shank was 
released on a notice to 

appear.
On March 10, Zill E.S. 

Bhatti, 39, of Stream-
wood was issued a cita-
tion for driving with no 
valid driver’s license. 
Bhatti was released on a 
notice to appear. 

On March 10, Justin D. 
Klewin, 22, of Delevan, 
Wisconsin, was issued 
citations for driving under 
the influence of alcohol 
A1 and driving under the 
influence of alcohol A2. 
Klewin was transported 
to Ogle Country Jail and 
later released on a notice 
to appear. 

On March 13, Jacob 
K.W. Anderson, 27, of 
Monroe, Wisconsin was 
issued a citation for dis-
obeying a traffic control 
device. 

On March 14, Conner 
C. Harn, 23, of Byron was 
issued citations for driv-
ing under the influence 
of alcohol and failure to 
reduce speed to avoid an 
accident. Harn was trans-
ported to Ogle County 
Jail and later released on 
a notice to appear. 

On March 14, Mer-
cedes J.A. Dubois, 36, 
of Freeport was issued 
a citation for driving 
while license suspended. 
Dubois was released with 
a notice to appear. 

On March 15, Michael 
A. Merjil, 47, of Loves 
Park was arrested for 
a warrant out of Lee 
County. Merjil was trans-
ported to Ogle County 
Jail where he was later 
released. 

Any arrests listed be-
low are merely accusa-
tions and the defendant 
is presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in 
a court of law.

March 8
At 1:30 p.m., Oregon 

Police arrested Cody L. 
Malkmus, 27, Oregon, 
for driving while license 
suspended. Malkmus was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he was 
processed and released. 
This violation occurred 
in the 100 block of West 
Washington Street.

March 9
At 8:50 a.m., Oregon Po-

lice issued Jerry B. Wallace, 
36, of St. Louis, Missouri, 
a citation for improper 
operation of a commercial 
motor vehicle – no CDL. 
This violation occurred in 
the 900 block of South 10th 
Street.

At 2:40 p.m., Oregon 
Police issued Cheryl L. Wit-
tlock, 54, Oregon, a citation 
for disobeying a stop sign. 
This violation occurred at 
the intersection of South 
10th and Webster Streets.

March 10
At 12:15 a.m., Oregon 

Police arrested Randi M. 
Suter, 35, Oregon, for two 
outstanding Ogle County 
warrants for possession 
of methamphetamine and 
failure to appear. Suter 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where she was 
left in the corrections offi-
cers’ custody.

At 6:52 a.m., Oregon 
Police issued Anthony D. 
Larocca, 32, Sterling, a ci-
tation for speeding, 48 miles 
per hour in a 30 miles per 
hour zone. This violation 
occurred in the 700 block 
of North 4th Street.

Eight verbal warnings 

OREGON POLICE DEPARTMENT

and one parking citation 
were issued during the week 
of March 4-10.

At 12:35 p.m., Oregon 
Police issued Bryant L. 
McNeal, 20, of Carpenters-
ville, a citation for operating 
a vehicle with a tinted 
windshield. This violation 
occurred in the 200 block 
of East Washington Street.

March 11
At 1:06 p.m., Oregon 

Police arrested David C. 
Choice, 29, Rockford, for 
driving while license sus-
pended. Choice was also 
issued a citation for dis-
obeying a stop sign. Choice 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he was 
processed and released with 
a notice to appear. These vi-
olations occurred in the 500 
block of Jefferson Street.

March 12
At 7:51 a.m., Oregon Po-

lice investigated a two-vehi-
cle traffic crash in the 200 
block of South 9th Street 
involving a 2010 Jeep driven 
by Charles A. Westcott, Jr., 
62, Mt. Morris, and a 2010 
Ford driven by Cooper D. 
Alderks, 18, Chana. No 
citations were issued.

March 13
At 7:00 a.m., Oregon 

Police issued Roberta R. 
Martino, 58, Oregon, a cita-
tion for speeding, 52 miles 
per hour in a 30 miles per 
hour zone. This violation 
occurred in the 700 block 
of North 4th Street.

At 9:27 a.m., Oregon Po-
lice issued David J. Schulz, 
48, of Yorkville, a citation 
for speeding, 58 miles 
per hour in a 40 miles per 
hour zone. This violation 
occurred in the 100 block 
of West Washington Street.

At 10:08 a.m., Oregon 
Police arrested Jeremiah J. 
Martin, 35, Oregon, on an 
outstanding Ogle County 
warrant for failure to appear. 
Martin was transported to 
the Ogle County Jail where 
he was left in the custody 
of the corrections officers.

At 12:30 p.m., Oregon 
Police issued a civil citation 
for possession of cannabis 
not more than 10 grams 
to one 14-year-old male, 
Mt. Morris. This violation 
occurred within the Oregon 
Junior High School, 210 S. 
10th St.

At 7:38 p.m., Oregon 
Police issued Kaila R. Whit-
beck, 24, of Davenport, 
Iowa, a citation for speeding, 
62 miles per hour in a 40 

miles per hour zone. This 
violation occurred in the 200 
block of East Washington 
Street.

March 14
At 10:40 a.m., Oregon 

Police arrested Jennifer K. 
Perrine, 47, Chana, for driv-
ing while license suspended. 
Perrine was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where she was processed 
and released. This violation 
occurred in the 800 block 
of West Washington Street.

March 16
At 6:50 a.m., Oregon 

Police issued Gregory G. 
Lambros, 48, of Skokie, 
a citation for speeding, 44 
miles per hour in a 30 miles 
per hour zone. This violation 
occurred in the 600 block of 
North 4th Street.

At 7:31 a.m., Oregon 
Police issued Dennis M. 
Henning, 61, of Beloit, Wis-
consin, a citation for speed-
ing, 44 miles per hour in a 
30 miles per hour zone. This 
violation occurred in the 600 
block of North 4th Street.

Man arrested for driving on suspended license

LOCAL NEWS
BYRON POLICE DEPARTMENT

Man cited for speeding



MONDAY, MARCH 25, 2024SECTION A • PAGE 6 • OGLE COUNTY LIFE/ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

VIEWPOINT
The Ogle County Life is a division of 

News Media Corporation.
"Congress shall make no law. . .

abridging the freedom of speech or of the press"

Published every Monday
Tonja Greenfield, General Manager

Jeff Helfrich, Managing Editor

MOMENTS IN 
TIME

A giant in chains
THE most powerful 

nation in the world fails 
again and again, like a 

giant in chains, at the most basic 
tasks of government.

The spectacle that re-
cently played out in Con-
gress is a good example. 
You know something’s 
wrong when the simple 
act of passing a budget is 
a crisis. Likewise when 
proposed laws support-
ed by a majority of the 
House or Senate can’t 
reach the floor for a vote.

Immigration, Ukraine, and 
Gaza are emergencies that cry 
for immediate action. Congress, 
meanwhile, is paralyzed. It seems 
too much to hope that by the time 
this article appears, it will have 
somehow managed to respond to 
these crises.

Congressional inactivity has 
cost us dearly over the years. It’s 
drawn presidents and the courts 
into trying to take on responsibil-
ities that rightly belong to a leg-
islature. Presidential and judicial 
decrees are makeshift, undemo-
cratic, and ineffective substitutes 
for the law-making duties that 
Congress has failed to fulfill.

Fareed Zakaria, who grew up 
in India, presents his perspective 
on the weaknesses of our political 
institutions in his book, “Ten Les-
sons for a Post-Pandemic World.” 
He offers as an example our errat-
ic, inconsistent, and second-rate 
response to the COVID-19 
pandemic that began in 2020. The 
difference, he says, between us 
and nations that managed the cri-

sis effectively isn’t about the size 
of government, or about liberal-
ism versus conservatism. 

The thing that those countries 
have in common is “a competent, 

well-functioning, trusted 
state.” His chapter title puts 
it this way: “What Matters 
Is Not the Quantity of Gov-
ernment, but the Quality.” 
This is where America falls 
short.

Mr. Zakaria places 
the blame on liberals for 
adding “layers upon layers 

of bureaucracy and regulation,” 
conservatives for starving the 
government of needed funding, 
and both for micromanaging 
government agencies instead of 
allowing them the independence 
they need to do their jobs effec-
tively. He sees the checks and 
balances running through every 
level of government as another 
facet of this resistance to letting 
it get on with the task of govern-
ing. Requirements for approval 
from multiple parties for every 
decision “ensures that someone, 
somewhere can always block any 
positive action.” 

Mr. Zakaria didn’t mention 
the Senate filibuster, which can 
enable a Senator to block a vote 
on a popular measure, but it’s 
surely an example of the veto 
power that individuals or small 
groups can wield. The House of 
Representatives, for its part, has a 
tradition, called the Hastert Rule, 
that denies a vote to a bill unless 
it’s supported by more than half 
of the majority party, even if it 
has the backing of most of the 

House as a whole. In both cases, 
a small group — or even a single 
politician — can effectively veto 
measures that are both popular 
and urgently needed.

Being the most powerful na-
tion in the world has allowed us 
to more or less get by so far, but 
the damage from our “battered 
and creaky institutions” — in 
Mr. Zakaria’s wording — is 
taking its toll. “There are many 
liberal democracies that are just 
as free as America,” says Mr. 
Zakaria, “but with governments 
that are far more competent. In 
tackling the pressing challenges 
of our time…America has been 
failing for a generation.”

Mr. Zakaria insists that the 
solution isn’t necessarily a big-
ger government, but instead one 
that has ”limited power but clear 
lines of authority.” I would add 
to that a Congress that’s capable 
of making decisions.

Reforms to our political 
system are part of the answer. 
Something still deeper is even 
more critical. Beneath it all is a 
distrust of any and all govern-
ments — and of each other — 
that drives us to erect roadblocks 
to needed action. 

Only when we resolve that 
issue will America cease to be a 
giant in chains.

Lowell Harp is a retired school 
psychologist who served school 
districts in Ogle County. His 
column runs monthly in The Ogle 
County Life. For previous arti-
cles, you can follow him on Face-
book at http://fb.me/lowellharp.

LIFE letters' policy
Concise letters are most likely to be chosen for publication, but the use of any material is at the discretion of management. All letters must be signed or they will not 

be considered for publication.
During election times, no letters written by the candidates endorsing themselves will be considered for publication.
Editing may be necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will not be altered. Writers are urged to use discretion and refrain from sarcasm 

or personal attacks. 
Criticism of individuals or organizations that is not broached tactfully will jeopardize the publication of a letter. Letters will be published in the order that they are 

received, unless there is a time factor involved, space permitting.

Lowell Harp

Dear editor,
We’ve all read stories 

or seen videos of the 
immigration influx at 
our southern border. To 
date over 7.6 million 
have crossed our 
border in the past 
three years. The 
thing is they are 
not immigrants 
in the traditional 
sense, as in the 
past most came 
from Mexico or Central 
America. Those crossing 
the border now come from 
over 170 countries. With 
almost a half million 
being unaccompanied 
minors, and over 300 
on the FBI’s terrorist 
watch list.

It has been referred 
to as a “crisis.” Border 
towns have been overrun 
by the sheer number of 
people. Now, other cit-
ies like New York and 
Chicago face the same 
issues – where to put 
them. At a Jan. 11 meet-
ing of the Ogle County 
Board Long Range and 
Strategic Planning Com-
mittee, Board Member 

Dan Janes, as quoted 
in the meeting minutes 
said, “That there could be 
discussions about using 
empty space in the (coun-
ty) jail for things such as 

rental space for 
immigrants. The 
federal govern-
ment is looking 
for places to house 
these individuals 
and we have to be 
open minded to 

sources of income.” 
Seems some board 

members are looking for 
a payday courtesy of the 
federal government. Let 
me ask you residents of 
Ogle County – Are you 
ready to start housing 
illegal immigrants in your 
county?

Since these people are 
not charged with a crime 
how could you detain 
them, even in a jail, with-
out violating their rights? 

Ogle County citizens 
need to decide – do you 
follow your morals or 
follow the money?

The choice is yours.
Ron Kern
Leaf River

The choice is 
yours 

ON Monday, 
March 18, we 
celebrated the 

six-month anniversary 
of the implementation 
of the Pretrial Fairness 
Act. There are few places 
where racial injustice was 
more apparent in Illinois’ 
criminal legal system 
than in the use of mon-
etary bail.  The Pretrial 
Fairness Act was aimed at 
correcting some of those 
inequities and eliminated 
our two-tiered system of 
justice that routinely and 
systematically disadvan-
taged people of color, 
particularly Black people. 

Under the old mon-
ey bond system, judges 
simply required people to 
pay money to be released 
from jail – a system that 
research shows did not 
make us safer. Bond 
amounts were often 
arbitrary, and not relat-
ed to the safety of our 
communities or whether 
a person would appear 
in court if released. If the 
accused could pay that 
price, they went home, 
but if they couldn’t, 
they remained in jail. 
Unsurprisingly, most 
of the people forced to 
remain in jail because of 
unaffordable bonds were 
people of color.  

Wealth-based de-
tention served only to 
destabilize vulnerable 
individuals and com-
munities and caused 
catastrophic results for 
Black Illinoisians. In 
2019, in Illinois, Black 
people made up 51% of 
the jail population, almost 
quadruple the share of the 

state’s population.  Much 
of this disparity occurred 
because of racism that 
infected the execution of 
our monetary bail 
system. According 
to research, judges 
regularly require 
Black people to 
pay monetary 
bonds at levels 
that are signifi-
cantly higher than 
white defen-
dants charged 
with similar offenses, 
which means more 
Black people are held in 
jail. That result should 
be no surprise to anyone 
who has examined an 
American jail population. 

The disparities in 
how judges set mone-
tary bonds not only led 
to more Black people 
held in jail pretrial, but 
also had other ripple 
effects. People held 
pretrial on an unaf-
fordable bond face an 
impossible choice: enter 
a guilty plea to get out 
of jail, even if they are 
innocent, or remain in 
custody awaiting a trial 
date that might hap-
pen months or years 
away. Or worse, some-
times pretrial detention 
has life-ending conse-
quences. Between 2019 
and 2022, 564 people 
in Illinois died while 
in custody. Almost half 
of those people were 
Black, and many of 
those people were held 
on unaffordable bail. All 
those people were loved 
ones – friends, family 
members, and neighbors 
– who will never return 

home. Those who are 
trapped in jail awaiting 
trial also face the loss 
of jobs, housing, and 

even custody of 
a child, all losses 
burdened dispro-
portionately by 
the Black com-
munity. 

In 2021, we 
started to put 
a stop to this 
harmful system, 
inspired by the 

millions of Americans 
protesting the murders 
of George Floyd, Bre-
onna Taylor, and many 
others. Instead of hiding 
from the call to action 
echoed in these marches, 
members of the Illi-
nois Legislative Black 
Caucus, including Sen. 
Elgie Sims, Sen. Robert 
Peters, and Rep. Justin 
Slaughter, along with 
advocates from the Illi-
nois Pretrial Justice Net-
work, embraced it and 
fought to end a system 
of detention that priori-
tized wealth over public 
safety. The act abolished 
money bonds, created a 
standard tied to safety 
for judges to determine 
whether to incarcerate or 
release a person pretrial, 
and ensured transpar-
ency and oversight in 
our pretrial system by 
requiring data collection. 
Low-income Illinoisians 
no longer must purchase 
their own freedom while 
still presumed innocent, 
or worse, plead guilty, 
simply to avoid long 
periods of unnecessary 
incarceration. 

After just six months, 

we are starting to see evi-
dence of the act’s suc-
cess and its ability to 
advance racial justice and 
create more equitable 
practices in our courts. 
The Pretrial Fairness Act, 
however, is not a stand-
alone solution. We must 
follow it with legislation 
like the Pretrial Success 
Act, which builds on the 
progress made by ending 
money bond, by in-
creasing access to health 
and human services for 
people awaiting trial in 
the community. Protect-
ing the Pretrial Fairness 
Act is just the beginning 
of our state’s journey 
toward racial justice, but 
it is an essential first step. 
We can continue to honor 
our commitment to safe, 
equitable communities 
by protecting the Pretrial 
Fairness Act and expand-
ing the supportive solu-
tions that have already 
made it successful. 

Patrice James has 
spent her career in 
service of and with a 
deep love and respect 
for Black people and its 
communities. She serves 
as the founding direc-
tor of the Illinois Black 
Advocacy Initiative. Prior 
to joining IBAI, she was 
director of community 
justice at the Shriver 
Center on Poverty Law, 
a founding attorney of 
Still She Rises, Tulsa, 
and a public defender 
at the Bronx Defenders 
Office. Patrice is also the 
co-founder and board 
member of the Black Pub-
lic Defender Association.

6 months without money bond in Illinois

Patrice 
James

* On April 8, 1930, baseball legend Babe 
Ruth signed a two-year contract for a then 
enormous sum of $160,000 with the New York 
Yankees, prompting the team’s general man-
ager, Ed Barrow, to predict (with, of course, 
now laughable inaccuracy) that “No one will 
ever be paid more than Ruth.”

* On April 9, 1860, French inventor 
√âdouard-L√©on Scott de Martinville used 
his phonautograph, the earliest known sound 
recording device, to capture himself singing 
the French folk song “Au Clair de la Lune.”

* On April 10, 2001, mercy killings became 
legal in the Netherlands following the Dutch 
senate’s controversial approval of a bill legal-
izing euthanasia for patients with unbearable 
terminal illness.

* On April 11, 1951, President Harry Truman 
fired Gen. Douglas MacArthur as commander 
of the United Nations and U.S. forces in the Far 
East after he made public statements calling 
for an attack on mainland China if Communist 
forces failed to lay down their arms in Korea. 

* On April 12, 1877, with a well-justified 
fear of ricocheting foul balls (not to mention 
being hit by a bat), Harvard’s Alexander Tyng 
wore a converted fencer’s mask for a baseball 
game in Lynn, MA, becoming the first-known 
player to don a catcher’s mask. While the new 
gear initially drew taunts from fans, designer 
Fred Thayer’s patent for the device was ap-
proved the following January.

* On April 13, 1964, Sidney Poitier became 
the first Black actor to win the coveted Best 
Actor Oscar for his role as laborer Homer 
Smith, who assists a group of poor East German 
nuns with building a church, in “Lilies of the 
Field.” Three years later, he was Hollywood’s 
top box office draw.

* On April 14, 2010, Neil Armstrong crit-
icized the Barack Obama administration’s 
stripped-down space plans in an open letter 
co-signed by Apollo commanders James Lovell 
and Eugene Cernan, describing the presi-
dent’s proposals as “devastating.” Supporters, 
however, insisted that the accelerated rocket 
program would set new goals for American 
efforts in outer space. 

(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc. 
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DIRECTORY OF AREA  
HUMAN SERVICES

Alcohol Abuse Counseling & Recovery
A.A. Hotline  800-452-7990
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle  562-3801

Domestic Abuse Agency and  
24-Hour Shelter and Helpline
HOPE of Ogle County 562-8890 or 732-7796
Counseling Services, Court Advocacy, Latina Advocacy, and 
Shelter programs

Education
University of Illinois Extension-Ogle County
421 W Pines Rd, Oregon 61061 732-2191

Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority
200 W Washington, Oregon 732-1301

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County
P.O. Box 628
Oregon, IL 61061 732-6855  
 

Mental Health
Family Counseling Services 962-5585
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc. 
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle 562-3801
The Serenity Shed Grief Services 732-2499

Senior Citizens Services
Hub City Senior Center 562-5050
Mt Morris Senior Center 734-6335
Polo Senior Center 946-3818
Rock River Center 732-3252
Oregon, IL 800-541-5479

Sexual Assault/Abuse
Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling
24-hour hotline 636-9811
412 W Washington, Oregon 732-0000

Therapeutic 
Pegasus Special Riders 973-3177

Veterans’ Services
Rock River Center 732-3252
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499
Medical Transportation 677-6515

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon 562-6976
510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle 562-6976
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499

F O R R E S TO N  — 
During the March For-
restville Valley Board 
of Education meeting, a 
resolution was approved 
to accept a donation of 
property from Eileen An-
derson located at 503-505 
Main Street in Forreston. 

The Anderson family 
donated the property in 
memory of Keith “Andy” 
Anderson. Andy was a 
proud businessman who 
always contributed pos-
itively to the Forreston 
Community. Eileen shared 
with the district, “Andy 
grew up in Forreston and 
lived and played on this 
corner.  He would want 
the school district to have 
the property.” 

Mrs. Anderson first 

approached Board Mem-
ber Dr. April Moore in 
mid-January with her 
proposal to donate the 
adjacent property. Eileen 
shared with the district, 
“Andy always said the 
school needed a bus ga-
rage, and perhaps this is a 
way for the district to be 
able to add one.” 

The property currently 
houses apartment com-
plexes adjacent to the For-
reston Junior/Senior High 
School west parking lot. 

Superintendent Smith 
shared, “I am over-
whelmed by the generos-
ity of the Anderson Family 
and their support for our 
school district. This is a 
gift that will continue to 
give to not only our district 

but the community for 
years to come.” 

Board President Braker 
continues, “Forrestville 
Valley is extremely grate-
ful for the generosity of 
the Anderson family. The 
donation of this property 
will enable us to continue 
to upgrade our facilities 
for the benefit of our stu-
dents and community.” 

During the meeting the 
Board of Education and 
administration expressed 
their gratitude to the An-
derson family represented 
by Eileen Anderson, her 
daughter Tracey Ander-
son, and her grandson An-
drew Anderson Birkholz 
for such a generous gift. 
Currently the district does 
not have immediate plans 

LOCAL NEWS

MT. MORRIS — 
Loaves & Fish Food Pan-
try alongside Northern 
Illinois Food Bank is host-
ing a Mobile Food Pantry 
on Thursday, March 28 
from 10:00–11:30 a.m. 
The truck will be located 
at Mt. Morris Moose Fam-
ily Center, 101 Moose 
Drive, Mt. Morris. Food 
is distributed on a first-
come, first-served basis, 
while supplies last. Food 
is free to neighbors in 
need; no ID, proof of 
address or income is 
required.  In case of bad 
weather, please check 
Loaves & Fish Facebook 
page or call the pantry 
phone at 815-613-8776. 

Mobile pantries will 
be held on the fourth 

Thursday of every month 
through October, and will 
be held at Church of the 
Brethren, 409 W. Brayton 
Road, Mt. Morris for the 
remainder of the year.

Loaves & Fish Food 
Pantry is located on the 
lower level of the Mt. 
Morris Church of the 
Brethren, 409 W. Brayton 
Road, and is open on the 
first and third Thursdays 
from 3:30-6  p.m. and 
second and fourth Mon-
days from 2-4:30 p.m. 
Anyone  experiencing 
food insecurity is eligible 
to receive food. You do not 
need to have a referral, 
and no proof of income is 
required. If you have any 
questions, call 815-613-
8776 and leave a message. 

Mobile food pantry 
is March 28

POLO — The Polo Police Department recently 
released its general calls for service for the weeks of 
March 4-17. Citizen Complaints/Assists: 11. Animal 
Complaints: 1. Fire/Medical Assists: 7. Alarm/Open 
Door: 1. Traffic Stops: 4. County Assists: 1.

Forrestville Valley School District 
accepts property donation

 From left to right: Chip Braker, Shawnda Ludwig, Dr. Craig Pauls, Dr. April Moore, Tracey Anderson, Andrew 
Anderson Birkholz, Eileen Anderson, Don Cook, Bob Gronewold, Sheri Smith, and Shaun Gallagher.

for building. However, the 
availability of this adja-
cent property will open 
the doors for a variety of 
avenues in the near future.  

POLO POLICE DEPARTMENT

General calls for 
service released
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May the power of Easter resurrection life be the main story of our lives,  
because Easter is more than a feel-good day on the calendar. It has to do with 

the most powerful gift we have received in the world: The power of God coming 
through His son Jesus Christ. Through the Easter experience God can do  

amazing things in our lives.

From St. Bride’s Episcopal Church we’re bringing this Easter message hoping it 
will touch you with many blessings in the name of the One whose Resurrection 

we celebrate, Jesus Christ. 

Happy Easter!

Palm Sunday, March 24 - 10:00 am Service
Maundy Thursday, March 28 - 5:00 pm Service/Supper

Easter Sunday, March 31 - 10:00 am Service
All Are Welcome!

114 South 5th Street,  Oregon, IL 
815-732-2367

– Holy Week Services –

Loving Christ, Sharing Christ,  
Trusting Christ

 
Maundy Thursday Service

April 6 – 5:30 PM
Easter Sunday Service

April 9 – 8:30 AM 
Join us for Easter Brunch after worship!

Handicap Accessible - Holy Communion at all services

03182024

Loving Christ, Sharing Christ, Trusting Christ

Good Shepherd Lutheran Parish
Pr. Terese Whitten

St. Paul Lutheran Church Oregon & St. John’s Lutheran Church Creston

Holy Week Services
Maundy Thursday (St. Paul) - March 28 at 4:30 pm

Good Friday (St. John’s) - March 29 at 5:30 pm

Easter Sunday Schedule
St. John’s Easter Breakfast - 7:30 am

Worship - 9 am

St. Paul Easter Breakfast - 10 am
Worship - 11:30 am

Meet our NEW Pastor!
St. Paul Lutheran Church
114 S. 5th St., Oregon, IL

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
122 E. South St., Creston, IL

Good Shepherd  
Lutheran Parish

United Church of Byron
701 West Second Street, Byron, IL 

815-234-8777
www.unitedchurchofbyron.org

Look for us on Facebook
Loving God • Serving People • Following Jesus

All are welcome!

PALM SUNDAY ~ MARCH 24
 8:15am: Lectio Divina Meditative Service
10:30am: Worship

MAUNDY THURSDAY ~ MARCH 28
 6:00pm: Soup Supper & Service with    
  Communion

EASTER SUNDAY ~ MARCH 31
 8:15am: Lectio Divina Meditative Service
 9:00am: Easter Breakfast
 10:00am: Easter Egg Hunt For Kids
 10:30am:            Worship

03182024

Come and Experience the Hope of New Life in Jesus!
 

PALM SUNDAY :     9am – “Gather”
March 24         10:15am – Worship Service                  
 
 
GOOD FRIDAY :          7pm - Community Worship Service  
March 29                      at Red Brick Church
 
 
EASTER SUNDAY :     10:15am – Worship Service
March 31 

103 S Maple St 
Stillman Valley, IL 61084

www.valleycov.org
03182024

PALM SUNDAY - March 24
10 am Worship

MAUNDY THURSDAY - March 28
7 pm Communion Service

GOOD FRIDAY COMMUNITY SER-
VICE - March 29
7 pm @ Red Brick Church

EASTER SUNDAY SCHEDULE - 
March 31
7 am Sunrise Service
7:45 am Easter Breakfast
10 am Gathered Worship

102 Maple Ave | Mt Morris, IL 61054
815-734-4853 | disciplesumc.org

Disciples United 
Methodist Church

Sunday,
March 31
8am-Breakfast

Sponsored by United Methodist Men

and stay for
Easter 
Worship
9:30am

Please join us for

BREAKFAST
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Jenn Goley
630-732-6858

Carla Benesh
815-985-6235

Mark True
815-631-1699

Lori Peterson
815-973-2180

JD Gieson
815-677-1873

Stephanie Wendt
815-985-2055

Merri Cruz
815-988-7947

Rebecca Hazzard
Designated Managing Broker/Owner

815-509-8432

Carrie Rowland
815-677-8656

Erin Spence
815-262-5555

Boone Lockard
815-970-3506

Ashley Patterson
815-291-6308

Jenny Kirchner
815-440-2145

Josie Kuss
815-994-1079

Taylor Miller
815-751-8943

Casey Cline
217-840-8855

Jamie Pendergrass
815-243-4310

Becky Adams
815-509-5837

Jen
773-849-3522

RockValleyProperties.com
Each offi  ce is independently owned & operated.

606 E Washington St., Oregon, IL
114 E Everett, Dixon, IL

815-732-9100

Let’s talk about the recent National Association of Realtors (NAR) 
ruling effective July 1, 2024. National media is failing with FAKE 
NEWS regarding realtor commission ceasing to exist after this 
settlement.

There’s no doubt that the real estate industry is changing, but 
offering commission to a realtor to provide guidance on what is likely 
the biggest transaction of your life is not gone! In fact, the data shows 
year after year that offering both a buyer and seller commission is the 
best way to achieve the BEST SALE PRICE AND TERMS for the sale 
of your property!

Effective in July, listings will be changing the way that buyer 
compensation can be offered, and buyer’s will be required to sign a 
buyer’s agency agreement with their exclusive realtor. We have been 

expecting this change and our offi ce and agents are ready for it!
This will create a division in the industry separating the amateurs 

from the pros in your broker representation. Make sure that you are 
working with a professional and top producing realtor from RE/
MAX of Rock Valley. And if you have ANY questions regarding the 
settlement, please don’t hesitate to reach out. Please call our offi ce to 
speak to an educated RE/MAX agent! 815-732-9100

MORETheTheThe
youyouyou Learn From 

US!

NEW LISTINGS
216 Smith Dr Oregon NOW $14,000 

Call Becky
This lot is just what you want if your are looking 
for; views and potential for walk out basement. 
Highest lot in the subdivision with views of the 
cupola of the Ogle County Courthouse. More 
than 3/4 of an acre site with city water and city 
sewer already stubbed into the property. Low 
traffi c location has it all.

6953 N Alpine Byron $294,900 
Call Becky

Check out this adorable 4 BR, 2.5 bath two story home sitting on 
.55 acres in the Byron school district! It has hard surface fl ooring 
on the whole main level which includes both a living room & a 
family room, formal DR, 1/2 BA, kitchen and eat-in dinette. Kitchen 
has all SS appliances (brand new microwave ’24) and a garden 
window over the sink. Family room has a wood burning brick 
fi replace with oak mantel. Dinette has a slider door to your fenced 
in outdoor oasis with 2 level composite deck, covered grill station 
w/built-in Blackstone grill and concrete counters, trendy Edison 
lights strung over deck, & 27’ round above ground pool with locked 
deck attached. All 4 bedrooms are upstairs with a full hall bath plus 
a MBA with a double sink attached to MBR. LL is fi nished with a 
large rec room, bar area with sink hookup available (salon chair 
and salon sink don’t stay) and addition TV room. 2+ car garage, 
furnace ‘18, water heater ‘20, water softener ‘16, windows ‘16, 
sump pump ‘23, washer/electric dryer stay. Radon mitigation 
system installed.

202 N Hastings Oregon 
$115,000 

Call Mark or Lori
Charming 3 bedroom home 
on a corner lot. This house 
has been recently updated 
including a bathroom with all 
modern fi xtures and washer 
and dryer hookups. The eat-
in kitchen has great cabinets 
with a very effi cient layout. 
The kitchen has a sliding 
door bringing lots of light 
to the kitchen and access 
to a deck. Maintenance 
free siding and a new roof 
added in 2023. Water heater 
was new in 2020. A 2 car 
detached garage rounds out 
the package. Challenging 
to fi nd a 3 bedroom in this 
price range!

502 Franklin Oregon 
$194,900

Call Becky
Great downtown Oregon location 
for this retail/offi ce building. This 
1 level property has 1800+ sq ft 
currently used as a retail store. 
It has 3 separate entrances, 2 
bathrooms (1 ADA compliant), 2 
“retail shop” rooms with original 
hardwood 24.1x21.2 and 16.6 
x12.6, 1 large room used as 
a classroom 21.2x13.3, offi ce 
12x8.3, another large room 
17.1x13.3, 2nd offi ce 12x8.3 and 
attic area with lots of potential is 
partially fi nished for use 17.7x13.3 
& 14.4x13.7. Five mini-split electric 
heat & air units. New roof 2023, 
front sign posts are grandfathered 
in (actual sign will be removed), 
located in TIF district, pergola over 
patio, electrical redone in 2021, 3 
newer windows, newer homemade 
main door, custom built beams 
on ceiling, barn doors on storage 
closet. Zoned commercial. Move 
your business right in!

1504 7th Ave Rock 
Falls $119,900

Call JD
Welcome to this meticulously 
maintained 2-bedroom, 1.5-
bath ranch home offering 
comfortable living and timeless 
charm. With main fl oor laundry, 
full basement, and detached 
two-car heated & insulated 
garage boasting a brand new 
steel roof, this residence is 
as practical as it is inviting. 
Recent upgrades including 
a new water heater ensure 
modern convenience, while the 
bright sunroom adds a cheerful 
ambiance to the home. Enjoy 
the privacy of the new fenced-
in yard and admire the nice 
curb appeal that welcomes you 
home each day. Don’t miss 
the opportunity to make this 
well-maintained gem your own 
sanctuary.

PRICE 
DROP

Meridian JH wrestlers compete at IESA Rockridge Sectional

The Meridian Junior High School wrestling team sent seven individuals to the IESA Rockridge Sectional tournament on March 2. Among the athletes who com-
peted were 80-pounder Bentlee Gray, 85-pounder Niko Hetland, 105-pounder Wade Reiniche, 145-pounder Clayton Maahs, 167-pounder Braden Payne and 
185-pounders Abraham Urbano and Caleb Baney. (Courtesy photo)
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1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.
Dr. Nicole Marquardt  
Dr. Lynn Deets
Dr. Melissa Corson

Space 

Available
Advertise With Us

Molly _
Check out my aww-dorable self! Hey, 
hi, and hello. I’m Samoa, a 4 month old 
puppy who’s having a hard time finding a 
furrever home. I don’t know why nobody has 
taken me home yet, I’m super sweet, playful, and outgoing girl. I am the very 
definition of a puppy, I adore everyone I meet. A few things I enjoy is: playing 
with toys, chasing my sister during playtime, snuggling, and learning to tricks. 
I’m just a puppy, so I will need a dedicated family that will potty train me, train 
me not to chew on things I’m not suppose to chew on, teach me how to play 
properly, and teaching me how to walk on a leash! Since my friends at Tails don’t 
know exactly what breed I am, they expect me to be a large sized dog when I’m 
fully grown. I really hope my furrever home is around the corner.. I’m starting to 
get really lonely.
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PET OF 
THE WEEK

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.orgwww.tailshumanesociety.org

Frozen 
treats in 

Moderation
Frozen treats, along with ice and 

iced-water are safe for dogs to eat 
and enjoy safely – as long as they 
enjoy them in moderation. If a dog 

eats or drinks any type of food or drink 

Call:
Andrew Heiserman 815-561-2123
Christel Ackland 815-561-2153

or
Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

to advertise on the Pet of the Week Page!

SPORTS NEWS

Tucker honored All-State First Team

Byron High School senior guard Ryan Tucker was honored as an IBCA All-State First Team honoree during 
the IHSA State Championship tournament in Champaign over the weekend. Tucker was also named an AP 
All-State and IHSA All-State First Team honoree this season. (Courtesy photo)

Oregon softball 
shuts out River 
Ridge

The Oregon High 
School softball team 
shut out River Ridge 
for a 13-0 win, scoring 
seven runs in the first 
inning. Ella Dannhorn 
totaled three hits, while 
five players including 
Abree Barker, Kaelin 
Shaffer, Madi Shaffer, 
Emma Schlichtmann 
and Brooke Halverson 
each had hits. Schlicht-
mann and Halverson 
combined to throw a 
one-hit shutout in the 
victory.
Polo baseball 
falls against 
Lena-Winslow

The Polo High School 
baseball team fell 6-3 
against Lena-Winslow 
on Saturday,  March 
16. Gus Mumford went 
3-for-3 with one RBI 
to lead the Marcos on 
offense, while Nolan 
Hahn threw three and 
one-third innings on 
the mound, allowing 
only one run with two 
strikeouts. 
Oregon girls 
soccer wins 
Harvard 
tournament

The Oregon High 
School girls soccer team 
defeated North Boone 
2-0 and Harvard 3-0 to 
win its road tournament 
in Harvard and start the 
season with a 2-0 record. 
Teagan Champley scored 
two goals and added two 
assists, while Mya En-
gelkes scored two goals 
and Deborah Schmid 
chipped in one goal and 
one assist. Anna Stender 
and Noelle Girton each 
had assists. 
Polo softball 
loses against 
Lena-Winslow

The Polo High School 
softball team lost 6-1 
against Lena-Winslow 
on Saturday, March 16. 
Karlea Frey reached 
base four times with 
three hits, while Sydnei 
Rahn added two hits in 
four at-bats. Allissa Mar-

schang finished with two 
hits and both Cheyenna 
Wilkins and Cam Jones 
notched hits. Jones threw 
four innings in relief, 
striking out eight batters 
with one walk.
Oregon girls 
soccer cruises 
over South Beloit

The Oregon High 
School girls soccer team 
cruised over South Beloit 
11-0 behind four goals 
and three assists from 
Deborah Schmid. Kenna 
Wubbena added two as-
sists and one goal, while 
Mya Engelkes, Arianna 
Hammer, Addison Rufer, 
Aniyah Sarver, Emily 
Watters, Anna Stender, 
Sarah Eckardt and Alease 
McLain all had one goal. 
The Hawks improved 
to 3-0.
Polo baseball 
suffers shutout 
loss to Galena

The Polo High School 
baseball team lost 11-0 
against Galena on Tues-
day, March 19. Gus 
Mumford totaled the 
lone hit for the Marcos 
in the loss.
Oregon softball 
dominates Indi-
an Creek

The Oregon High 
School softball team 
took down Indian Creek 
10-0, with Madi Shaffer 
totaling three hits and 
Sarah Stevens adding 
two hits. Gracen Pitts 
belted a two-run homer 
in the first inning and 
Emma Schlichtmann 
struck out eight batters 
in four innings pitched. 
Alexi Czochara added 
three strikeouts in one 
inning. 
Polo softball 
team falls 
against Galena

The Polo High School 
softball team fell 9-7 
against Galena. Syd-
nei Rahn recorded two 
singles, while Allissa 
Marschang singled and 
Cam Jones s ingled. 
Cheyenna Wilkins add-
ed a double and Jones 
struck out 11 batters 
in the pitcher’s circle.

AREA SPORTS

OREGON – Oregon High 
School is proud to announce the 
launch of the Oregon CUSD Athletic 
Hall of Fame. The Athletic Hall of 
Fame will honor the outstanding 
contributions of athletes, coach-
es, administrators, faculty/staff 
members, teams, and contributing 
friends to the Oregon CUSD ath-
letics as well as Mt. Morris School 
District athletics program. The 
school will host a nomination and 
induction ceremony annually.

Beginning March 18, nomination 
forms will be available on the dis-
trict’s website, https://www.ocusd.
net/, under the ABOUT tab, inviting 
individuals to propose candidates 
for induction into the Oregon CUSD 
Athletic Hall of Fame.

The Oregon CUSD Athletic 
Hall of Fame committee will eval-
uate nominees based on various 
criteria, including regional, state, 
national recognition, exceptional 
accomplishments in their respective 
sports, and significant contributions 
to the community. Nominations 
will be accepted in the following 
categories:

Student or Coach: Up to five (5) 
inductees annually

Administrator/Faculty/Staff 
member: Up to one (1) inductee 
annually

Team: Up to three (3) teams 
inducted annually until 2029; 
thereafter, one (1) team annually

Contributing Friend: Up to one 
(1) inductee annually

“We are excited to launch the 
Oregon CUSD Athletic Hall of 
Fame nomination process and 
provide an opportunity to celebrate 
the remarkable achievements of 
our athletes, coaches, and sup-
porters,” said Dr. Tom Mahoney, 
Superintendent of Oregon CUSD 
#220. “This initiative not only 
honors excellence in sports but also 
fosters a sense of pride within our 
community.”

Nomination submissions can be 
made via online nomination form 
or printed nomination forms mailed 
to the Activities Office at 1101 
Jefferson St. Oregon, IL 61061, 
with supporting data, by the stated 
deadline each year. The 2024 nom-
inations are due by May 1.

Inaugural Oregon CUSD Athletic Hall 
of Fame nomination process open

Byron’s Starwalt 
races at Batavia 
Distance Madness 
meet

Byron High School 
track and field athlete 
Tim Starwalt set a new 
PR time of 4:35.35 to 
finish 51st out of nearly 
100 runners in the 
1600-meter run during 
the Batavia Distance 
Madness meet on Fri-
day, March 8. (Courtesy 
photo)

Tiger and Lady Tiger track and field teams shine at Byron Indoor Classic

The Byron Indoor Classic was held on Saturday, March 16, with several Tiger and 
Lady Tiger athletes setting new PRs and leading both teams to strong finishes. 
The boys finished second out of six schools with 140 points and the girls took 
third out of five schools with 99 points. (Courtesy photos)

Read and 
Recycle
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It’s tax time!!!

Only accepting new clients 
before April 1, 2024

Jennifer Lungstrom, CPA, EA Silene Walters, CPA, MAS

202 N. Walnut, Stillman Valley
815.645.8979

www.WALTERSTAX.com 03252024

ON the eve of 
Tuesday’s pri-
mary elections, 

let’s step away from high 
school sports and get into 
politics and its relation-
ship to sports as a whole.

An ugly specter is 
brewing in Chicago with 
fat cat owners 
insisting that the 
taxpayers pay 
for new football 
and baseball 
stadiums for 
the Bears and 
White Sox. This 
has been played 
out before, with 
both teams holding inept 
politicians hostage until 
concessions were made 
to their benefit.

Remember in 1988 
when White Sox owner 
Jerry Reinsdorf threat-
ened to move to Florida 
if he didn’t public fund-
ing for a new stadium? 
Speaker of the House 
Mike Madigan and 
Governor Jim Thompson 
got in bed with Reinsdorf 
and proceeded to strong-
arm the General Assem-
bly into agreeing to this 
in an infamous midnight 
deadline vote.

That was a total 
betrayal to the taxpayers 
of Illinois and was best 
spelled out by a state 
rep who said, “we can’t 
take care of the children, 
we can’t take care of 
the poor, we can’t take 
care of the sick, we can’t 
take care of the mentally 
ill. Let’s shut this place 
down and go home and 
forget the White Sox.”

That should have been 
the correct response to 
Reinsdorf’s outland-
ish demand, but in the 
perverse world of Illinois 
politics, the bad guys got 
their way instead. Since 
then, more public funds 
have been shoveled into 
the facility for renova-
tions, because it was 
soon deemed out of style 
and not as fan-friendly as 
other baseball venues. 

Now, the same game 
is being played out in 
2024 with Reinsdorf 
wanting to scrap the 
33-year-old ballpark and 
start anew with a $2-bil-
lion facility on the south 
side of Chicago. In a 
similar bargaining tactic, 
he’s threatening to move 
to Nashville public fund-
ing is not approved.

My house on 14th 
Street in Oregon was 
built in 1991, the same 
year the new White Sox 
park opened. Though 
there are a few things I 
would have done differ-
ently, would I raze it and 
start over? Of course not. 
That would be insane.

But, in the world of 
professional sports, own-
ers live in fantasyland. 
To have the audacity to 
scrap a new stadium built 
with public money and 
start over with more pub-
lic money is a testament 
to sports owners’ lack of 
regard for the taxpayer. 

The Chicago Bears are 
playing the same polit-
ical football with more 
variables. As a beloved 
institution, they would 
never move out of state, 
but have made it clear 
they would move from 
Soldier Field to a subur-
ban site.

One option is building 
a state-of-the-art domed 
stadium in Arlington 
Heights on land they 
purchased at the old 
racetrack there. Another 
location being consid-
ered for new construction 
is in the area just south 
of Soldier Field.

In this scenario, 

Politics and sports
Bears can play one 
side against the other 
in its request for public 
funding. The Illinois 
Sport Facilities Author-
ity, which issues bonds 
for projects like this, 
owes $589 million on 
the 2002 renovation of 

Soldier Field.
Similar to 

Reinsdorf, the 
McCaskey family 
is not content 
with all the public 
money they’ve 
received for the 
Bears. They want 
more in what 

promises to be an inter-
esting fight.

In the battle for 
public money, there is a 
lie that politicians often 
fall prey to and that is 
that professional sports 
team bring valuable 
revenue to a city and 
they deserve public 
funding. Studies are 
propped up that show 
the increased econom-
ic impact of having a 
sports team, be it of the 
minor-league variety 
like Rockford has or the 
big time like Chicago. 

These contain faulty 
reasoning and experts 
in business refute it, cit-
ing many other ways in 
which economic growth 
and productivity occurs. 
It truly is a compli-
cated matter, one of 
which politicians need 
to research rather than 
accepting the propagan-
da being spoon-fed by 
sports teams.

There are cases all 
over the country where 
communities regret-
ted providing public 
funding for sports, 
essentially allowing 
them to be an albatross 
to taxpayers. But, in a 
sports-crazed nation, 
it is easy to have one’s 
views be distorted rath-
er than making political 
decisions with a sound 
mind.

On a separate and 
more positive political 
issue, it was refreshing 
to have such a high-
ly-contested race for 
county coroner. As 
voters in Ogle County, 
we couldn’t have gone 
wrong with either can-
didate.

It’s a shame the same 
can’t be said of the 
upcoming presidential 
election.

Andy Colbert is a 
longtime Ogle County 
resident with years of 
experience covering 
sports and more for 
multiple area publica-
tions. 

Andy Colbert

Oregon wrestlers 
medal at IKWF 
Intermediate/
Bantam State 
Championships

Two Hawk Wrestling Club 
athletes were in Deca-
tur for the 2024 Inter-
mediate/Bantam State 
Championships over 
the weekend. Draven 
Bock medaled in fifth 
place, while Kolten Lowe 
medaled in eighth place 
during the tournament. 
(Courtesy photos)

Vock medals at IKWF Senior/Novice State Championships

Polo’s Zandra Vock medaled in sixth place in the Girls Senior 115 Division at the 2024 IKWF Senior/Novice 
State Championships at the BMO Center in Rockford earlier this month. Vock competed as a member of the 
Hawk Wrestling Club. Vock went 3-3 over six bouts at the state tournament, winning all three matches by 
fall. Vock finished first at both the IKWF Byron Regional as well as the IKWF Rochelle Sectional tournaments. 
(Courtesy photo)

Read and 
Recycle
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Stillman Valley WC kids medal at IKWF Intermediate/Bantam State Championships

The Stillman Valley Wrestling Club brought home several medals from the IKWF Intermediate/Bantam State Championships at the Decatur Civic Center in mid-
March. Among the medalists were third-place finisher Evan Ross, who won five matches, including two by fall, in the Boys Bantam 52 Division. Brycen Legue 
medaled in fourth place in the Boys Bantam 55 Division, winning four matches including one by fall and one by technical fall. Liam Ross medaled in sixth in the 
Boys Bantam 43 Division, winning four matches including one by fall and one by major decision. Brinley Wrage medaled in seventh in the Girls Bantam 74 Division, 
winning four matches including one by fall and one by technical fall. Additional state qualifiers were Awbree Corson (Girls Bantam 55), Benson Grugel (Boys Bantam 
62), Landon Haak (Boys Bantam 120), Keith Stepina (Boys Intermediate 122) and Hunter Champlain (Boys Intermediate 122). (Courtesy photos)

Stillman Valley WC athletes shine at IKWF Sectional

The Stillman Valley Wrestling Club was well represented at the 
IKWF Rochelle Sectional in early March. Among the medalists 
for Stillman Valley were first-place finishers Brinley Wrage 
(Girls Bantam 74), Liam Ross (Boys Bantam 43), Brycen Legue 
(Boys Bantam 55), Hunter Champlain (Boys Intermediate 122) 
and Tyler Bell (Boys Novice 134). The club also had several 
second-place finishers including Evan Ross (Boys Bantam 52), 
Landon Haak (Boys Bantam 120), Keith Stepina (Boys Interme-
diate 122) and Bradley Bankes (Boys Novice 134). Third-place 
medalists included Awbree Corson (Girls Bantam 55), Benson 
Grugel (Boys Bantam 62), Connor Waugh (Boys Novice 116) and 
Xander Bell (Boys Senior 110). Fourth-place finishers were Jordi 
Collins (Girls Bantam 55), Gavin Provancher (Boys Bantam 76) 
and Carter Paulson (Boys Novice 86). (Courtesy photos)

Bell leads  
Stillman Valley 
WC at IKWF 
Senior/Novice 
State  
Championships

The Stillman Valley 
Wrestling Club sent 
four athletes to 
the IKWF Senior/
Novice State 
Championships at 
the BMO Center in 
Rockford in early 
March. Tyler Bell 
medaled in third 
place to lead the 
wrestlers, finishing 
third in the Boys 
Novice 134 Divi-
sion with five total 
victories, all of 
which came by fall. 
Bradley Bankes 
won two matches 
in the Boys Novice 
134 Division, while 
Connor Waugh 
won two matches 
in the Boys Nov-
ice 116 Division 
and Xander Bell 
competed in the 
Boys Senior 110 
Division. (Courtesy 
photos)
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208 N Walnut St  
Stillman Valley, IL 61084 

815-645-9828

Friday
5pm-9pm

Serving the Community for 31 years!
Locally owned and operated

Full Menu Served:
Wed, Fri, Sat | 5pm - 9pm

Rochelle • New Milford • Creston • Byron
815-562-3838

www.holcomb.bank

3923 N River Rd Oregon IL 61061
815-732-2384

stevebeneshandsons.com

STEVE BENESH & SONS

Hybrid Seed Corn

09
26

20
16

Call For Prices
309-462-2396 800-345-7798

1028 130th St., Berwick, IL1028 130th St., Berwick, IL09262016

DOUGLAS & FRYE
MOTORSPORTSIF IT DOESN’T

HAVE A MOTOR
IT AIN’T A

SPORT

1902 N. LOCUST ST., STERLING, IL • 815-625-4426

www.douglasfryemotorcycle.com

ACCESSORIES • PARTS • SERVICE

09
26

20
16

Bushman’s Service
On Farm Tire Service

Milledgeville, IL

815-225-7411

Mike Hurst, Owner/Operator

815-757-4383
MONROE CENTER, IL

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALL C
C
20
17

CC2021

SMITH BIRKHOLZ & MORROW, P.C.
David A. Smith

Jennifer L. Birkholz
Eric D. Morrow

Gene Eike Insurance Agency
1500 W. Washington

Oregon, IL • 732-2222
Life Insurance • Health Insurance

Auto Insurance • Homeowners
Senior Products • Medicare Supplements

Gene Eike
Insurance Agency

1500 W. Washington, Oregon • 732-2222

Life Insurance • Health Insurance • Auto Insurance • 
Homeowners • Senior Products • Medicare Supplements

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Brought to you by these sponsors:

March 25
The Ogle County Historical Society in Oregon 

invites you to come join us, Monday, March 25 for 
our monthly meeting at 6:30 p.m. The meeting will be 
held in the carriage house annex building on Franklin 
Street which is behind the Nash House Museum at 
111 N. Sixth St. We’re seeking new membership 
support and have many opportunities to volunteer 
in 2024. We’d love it if you would join us.   

March 30
Come join Mt. Morris Moose Lodge for Breakfast 

with Easter Bunny on March 30 from 8-10 a.m. Kids 
eat free.  Easter Egg Hunt to follow at 10:30 a.m. 
for ages 12 and under.

April 3
Serenity Hospice and Home will be hosting a 

free six-week class entitled, “Understanding Your 
Grief.” This class, filled with compassion and hope 

and based on the book “Understanding Your Grief” 
by Dr. Alan Wolfelt is built around 10 touchstones, 
basic principles that can help engage with grief and 
create momentum toward healing. Each participant 
will receive a book. This class starts on April 3 and 
ends on May 8. The group will meet on Wednesdays 
at The Serenity Home from 3-4:30 p.m. Call Cathy 
or Dana at 815-732-2499 for more information or 
to register.

May 4
The Polo Woman’s Garden Club will be having 

their annual perennial plant sale on Saturday, May 
4, 8 a.m. until sold out, at the Polo Community 
High School AG Department (located behind the 
school – 100 S. Union Ave.). This sale will be the 
same day as the opening of the “New” Polo FFA 
Greenhouse! All plants are dug from local gardens, 
so they are “proven winners”. We will be having 
two raffles the day of the sale. This year our club is 

raffling off two Ace Steel Red Wheelbarrows each 
filled with a half-bushel basket overflowing with 
beautiful garden related items. The wheelbarrows 
will be displayed the

month of April until the sale date at the Polo 
Public Library and Polo Pharmacy. Tickets will be 
sold at each location, through a PWGC member, or 
at the sale ($1 each or 6/$5). You do not need to be 
present to win, and your ticket may win either one 
of the wheelbarrows offered. Proceeds from the sale 
will be used for the advancement of gardening, city 
beautification, programs to stimulate an interest in 
co-operative gardening among amateurs, and to aid 
in the protection of forest, wildflowers, birds, and 
all pollinators.

If you have perennials, house plants or a garden 
related item that you would like to donate for the 
sale, please contact Beth Green at 815.299.1416 or 
Diane Kuhns at 432.413.9291. We look forward to 
seeing you at this event!

Solar Eclipse Viewers
On Monday, April 8, there will be a 

partial solar eclipse. In preparation for 
this partial eclipse, the Adler Planetarium 
in Chicago has provided public libraries 
in Illinois with a limited supply of safe 
solar viewers. While our limited supply 
lasts, free viewers will be available for 
Oregon Public Library cardholders be-
ginning Monday, March 25.. Maximum 
of 4 per family.
Story Time

(18 months-6 yrs.) Mondays, 10 am. 
Story Time is on Mondays at 10 am with 
stories, activities, and fun!  Go online or 
call to register.
Knit & Crochet is BACK!

Mondays at 1:00pm. This group meets 
every Monday at 1pm and is open to 
anyone.  From beginner to expert, all 
skill level are welcome to join.   Bring 
any hand craft and work on it while 
socializing.  Need help getting started 
with your knitting project, stop in on 
a Monday.  Registration is requested, 
visit www.oregonpubliclibrary.com  or 
call  (815) 732-2724.
Find A Character Ticket!

What is a Character Ticket? A charac-
ter Ticket represents an image of a char-
acter from that specific book.  Character 
Tickets will be hidden in various books in 
the children/youth book collection. After 
you check out a book and find a character 
ticket in the book, you may adopt that 
character doll and take it home. Open to 
Oregon Public Library cardholders only. 
May adopt only once. 
Book Clubs

Is This Just Fantasy? Book Club will 
meet Tuesday, March 26 at 6 pm at the 
Library to discuss The Blood Trials by 
N.E. Davenport. Books on Tap Book 
Club meets Thursday, March 28 at 6 
pm at Cork & Tap to discuss Did You 
Hear About Kitty Kar by Crystal Smith 
Paul. The 2WBC meets Wednesday, 

April 10 at 12:30  to discuss The Curious 
Incident of the Dog in The Night-Time 
by Mark Haddon. Cocktails & Crimes 
will meet Sunday, April 21  at 2:00pm at 
Courthouse Tavern. The Afternoon Book 
Club meets Wednesday, April 17 at 1 pm 
to discuss Master Butchers Singing Club 
by Louise Erdrich. 
Yoga

Wednesdays, 9:30 am Functional 
Yin-Yasa - This class is a hybrid of yang 
(active yoga) with yin (passive yoga). 
We will use fundamental yoga postures 
combined with functional movements 
to build strength and warmth followed 
by passive, long held poses to help 
with flexibility and mobility of the joints 
and soft tissues. A yoga mat and blocks 
will be useful props for this class! All lev-
els welcome.”  Oregon Library Patrons 
only. Registration required, this class 
fills quickly.  Please call (815) 732-2724 
or visit www.oregonpubliclibrary.com
Oregon Writers Group

Meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month 
at 10:00am. The OWG is a gathering of 
writers or writer-wannabes who meet 
to support each other and further their 
own writing.  The purpose of the group 
is to help and encourage you in your 
writing.  If you need brainstorming ideas, 
we can help suggest ideas or aid with the 
creative process. 
Passport Services

The Oregon Public Library offers 
Passport Application Processing. Pa-
trons seeking Passport Services should 
call the Library prior to their visit to en-
sure that an official processor is available 
at that time and for a checklist of items, 
you will need for the appointment.

OPLD Dial-A-Story & Oregon Public 
Library StoryWalk @Oregon Park West

Call 815-732-2724, follow the 
prompts and presto...a story! Current 
story-A Place for Birds by Melissa Stew-
art. At the StoryWalk is Bunches and 
Bunches of Bunnies by Louise Mathews. 

OREGON PUBLIC LIBRARY
Kathy’s Crafty Connections 
Tuesdays from 2:30-4pm

Mount Morris Library is giving crafters 
an opportunity to come to an open session 
for working on their craft! Winter is a great 
time to start a new project or work on an 
old! Bring your project, meet other crafters, 
connect with old friends, and make new 
friends! Any portable craft is welcome: 
hand sewing, needlepoint, crochet, knitting, 
felting, beading, painting, or any craft you 
enjoy. Join us each Tuesday at 2:30 for 
friends and fun!
Spring Break Activities All 
Week March 25-29!

Spring break for the kids means more 
time doing fun activities at the library! We 
have a variety of activities planned to keep 
kids busy and having fun during their time 
off. Monday will be a drop-in craft-create 
your own mini-greenhouse pot, Tuesday 
will have a Take-n-Make available to 
decoupage a picture frame. Wednesday 
we will host our weekly story time at 
11:15. Thursday is a Game Night! Stop 
in with family and friends to play some 
board and card games, enjoy popcorn and 
lemonade! Friday will be a spring Lego 
challenge! The bricks will be out and 
anyone can make a ‘Spring Scene’ to be 
put on display for voting! Winner gets a 
Lego set of their own! All programing is 
available to everyone! Crafts are while 
supplies last.
Adult Book Club Meeting 
Monday, March 25th

The March book, The Book of Charlie, 
by David Von Drehle, is available! Ev-
eryone is welcome to join this book club 
group! Copies of the book are available 
at the library.   Meeting will be held at the 
library on March 25th at 3:30pm.
Cookbook Club Next Meet-
ing April 2nd 

Join us as we explore The Cookbook 
Club! Wonderful recipes combined with 
friendship creates something both beauti-

ful and delicious! Stop by to choose your 
recipe from this month’s book, Start Here: 
Instructions for Becoming a Better Cook 
by Sohla El-Waylly and bring your dish 
to pass at our next meeting! Join us on 
April 2nd, 6pm at The Senior Center for 
another exciting meal!
Ink with a Friend: Card Mak-
ing at the Library Thursday, 
April 4th

What a great time it is to make some 
lovely home-made cards to send to fam-
ily and friends! We will be offering a 
card-making class from local crafter, Liz 
Gullett. She will be here on Thursday, 
April 4th from 5-7! You will get all the 
materials to make two beautiful cards to 
take home. Stop by to see the samples, fees 
are by donation. Registration is limited so 
call the library or stop by to save your spot 
before March 28th!
Story Time! Wednesdays at 
11:15am

We will be reading books and the children 
will create a craft this Wednesday, 3/13. 
Story time is every Wednesday @11:15, 
bring your little ones to enjoy stories and a 
craft at the Mount Morris Library! 
Lego Club Thursday, April 
18th

Lego night is the third Thursday of each 
month. Stop by on April 18th, from 6 – 7pm! 
Bring a friend and build some fun with Lego 
bricks! All children and parents are invited 
every third Thursday of the month. Children 
under 8 need to bring a parent with them.
Display Case Showings

“I’m a Barbie girl in a Barbie world!” 
Skip yourself over to the library to check out 
this perfect display of the pink, the perfect, 
the plastic that is known around the world 
as Barbie! This collection is on display 
courtesy of Kit Reynolds, Thank You! We 
are always looking for collectors or artists 
who are willing to share their treasures in our 
display cases.  If you are interested, please 
call, 815-734-4927. 

MT. MORRIS PUBLIC LIBRARY
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AREA CHURCH  DIRECTORY

BYRON
ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH

624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor:  Janet Wold
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am.  A recording of each Sunday’s 
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in the 
day.  Communion is served every Sunday.   Sunday School for ages 3 through 
Adult  is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation studies 
for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 10:00 am.  
Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom.  In person Bible 
Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday afternoon at 
1:30 pm.  Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; quilters meet twice 
monthly.  Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.org or call the church 
office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NextGen/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children’s Ministry Director: Katie Dodd
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and 
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry Wednesdays 
at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more details .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays 

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. 2nd St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 – Fr. Richard Rosinski. 
Weekday Masses: Tuesday – Friday 7:30am, Weekend Masses: Sat. 5:00 pm, 
Sun. 8:00 am and 9:30 am, Reconciliation: Fri. 8:00 am – 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30 
pm – 4:30 pm or by app.  Eucharist Adoration Fri. 8-9am   
www.saintmaryinbyron.org  secretary@saintmaryinbyron.org

SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH
NEW LOCATION! Jarrett Prairie Center 7993 N. River Rd., Byron Phone 963-
5216 Rev. Michael Axmark, Pastor.Discover Time 9:30 a.m., Fellowship 10:15 
a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m.
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 838, Byron, IL 61010

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ 
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777 
Email: ucb@comcast.net 
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org 
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious 
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson 
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportunities: 
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am 
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am 
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru 5th grade) 9:30 -10:15am 
Coffee & fellowship time: 9:30am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am 
Spark Youth Group (for ages 6th grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, 5pm-7pm 
For complete ministry schedule and other activities, please check our website or 
Facebook page or contact the church office. 
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here! 

BEACON HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
“Building Faith for Life”
6467 N. German Church Rd., Byron, IL - Ph. (815) 246-2685 - beaconhillbyron.
org
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 448, Byron, IL 61010
Pastor: Gary Cortese
Service Times: Sundays at 10AM; Wednesday night Faith-Lift at 6:30PM
Find us on Facebook/Beacon Hill Assembly of God

CHANA
CHANA UNITED METHODIST

Pastor Josh Brown, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-7683. 
(E-mail address: chanaumc@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each 
month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open Minds-Open Doors.

DAVIS JUNCTION 

DAVIS JUNCTION 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors • “God’s Heart in Our Community” 
Located in town on Rt. 72 • Our Pastor is Rev. Keith Kelsey-Powell  Sunday 
Services:  Worship 10:30am, Childrens time during Worship Service. 
Fellowship following the Worship Service each Sunday. Communion the first 
Sunday of the month. Potluck luncheon following Worship every  4th Sunday, 
except in the summer months of  June, July and August. Various small groups 
meet throughout the month. For more information about the small groups please 
call 298-2310. AA meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm and Saturdays at 9am. For more 
information please visit our website WWW.DJUMC.ORG 

DIXON
LOST LAKE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

Pastor Bob Clardie 8:30am Sunday School
815-535-6990 9:30am Church Service
90 W. Flagg Road www.lostlakechurch.org
Dixon IL 61021

FORRESTON
 FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott Ralston 
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL   Phone: 815-938-2380
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship 
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.

God is Good, All the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

ST. JAMES  LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Karen Tews 
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Outreach 
and Welcome” in a beautiful rural setting.

Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.

LEAF RIVER
 ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH

9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 • Ph:815-541-4863  Sunday 
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am

VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Live Sermon Streaming: Sundays at 10:00 AM at www.facebook.com/
LEAFRIVERBC/
Archived Sermons on our YouTube channel: Leaf River Baptist Church (Until 
further notice)
9:30 Church Service. Nursery available, 11:00 Sunday school for all ages. 
Nursery available
6941 N Mt Morris Rd, Leaf River, IL  61047
815-738-2205  leafriverbc@gmail.com

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH – LCMS
immanuel-lindenwood.org (for sermons, events, etc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500 • office@immanuel-lindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 10am; 
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanuel-lindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH
101 N Galena st, P.O box 67, Lindenwood IL 
Regular worship service Sundays at 10:00am with fellowship following.
Tuesdays 10:00 am Sr Exercise!  Lunch afterwards.  Thursdays 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
Library time. Snacks and coffee. 
Everyone is welcome!

KINGS 
ELIM REFORMED CHURCH

140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068  • Pastor Marv Jacobs 
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmail.com
Website:  www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS 
DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

“By God’s grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE”
All are welcome here!
9:30 a.m. – Sunday Worship with Communion open to all, followed by fellowship 
hour
10:45 a.m. Sunday School (Sep. – May)
102 N. Maple Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054
815-734-4853   secretary@disciplesumc.org
www.disciplesumc.org
Pastor Marcia Peddicord

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054   815-734-4942  www.efcmm.org 
Senior Pastor:  Bruce McKanna.  Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m.  Morning Worship with 
Childcare and Children’s Church.

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 815-734-4573

Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. followed by fellowship time 
and Sunday School. Worship service available online, call for details.

Email: mtmorriscob@gmail.com  

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354   Rev. Josh Ehrler    

Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . Sunday 
Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept.-May) Chime Choir

 Wednesday 6:00 PM 

LITTLE PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
409 W Brayton Rd. Mt Morris, IL 61054 (Church of the Brethren Basement 
Entrance) Worship Services: 10:00 AM Sunday Morning, 7:00 PM 1st & 3rd 
Sunday Evening, 7:30 PM 2nd & 4th Wednesday Evenings of the Month.
Pastor:  Norman Reinford 779-861-3700

OREGON

EAST OREGON CHAPEL CHURCH OF GOD
East Oregon Chapel Church of God
The Sharing is Caring Church
Pastor Jesse Allen EOCCOGministries@gmail.com 107 N Daysville Rd. Oregon, IL  
Phone: 815-732-2960
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. with Sunday Worship following at  10:30 a.m. 
Breakfast is served every fifth Sunday beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday evenings both Adults (all year) & Youth (during the school year) meet 
weekly beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
In the event that Oregon Schools are not in session the Youth group does not meet 
on Wednesdays. 
Thursday morning Women’s Bible study meets at 10:30 a.m. 
We look forward to meeting you! 

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd. • 
Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com • Sunday school 9:00 a.m.  Worship 10:00 a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Dave Rogula 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 lighthouseUMC@
yahoo.com
Worship at 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of 
month. Lighthouse will lite up your life!

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL  Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604  Pastor 
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church. 

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St.  Oregon, IL 61061  Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented ministry.” 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m.; Sunday Afternoon 
Service 1:15 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th Street, Oregon, IL  61061  |  815-732-2994  |  www.oregonumc.org
Pastor Rev Megan Smick
9:00 am Adult & Youth Bible Study
10 am Worship & Children’s Sunday School
In-person or live on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/OregonUMC
5:30 pm Wednesday Night Meal 
All are welcome!

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Arnold ~ 812-236-1213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ~ contemporary style worship with coffee and 
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship is also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship. 
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ~ provides a safe and fun 
environment where kids can learn about who God is and who they are because 
of Him.
Encounter Youth Ministry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday afternoons. 
Please see our Facebook page for scheduled dates and times. 
For complete ministry info and events, visit us online at Riverstonecc.com or on 
Facebook at facebook.com/RiverStoneChristianChurch

ST. BRIDE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon 
732-7211 – Office  Rev. Eldred George   
Webpage: saintbrides.org • E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
114 S. 5th St. Oregon, IL  Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com   
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 a.m. Worship 

POLO
ST. MARY CHURCH

Rectory/Office: 211 North Franklin Ave., Polo, IL 61064
PHONE: 815-946-2535 • Rev. Joseph P. Naill
Masses: Sun 10:30am, Tuesday Mass 8 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: First Sunday of each month after 10:30 
mass
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
www.stmarypolo.org 

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, Illinois • 815-946-2848 • Luke N. Schier, Pastor       
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship 
Experience. “”THE GRAND Kids Class”  Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right 
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for 
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~ 
POLO CAMPUS

Meeting Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com 
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through engaging 
messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffee, snacks & 
fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ during 10AM 
service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June 1st .
Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo • 815-946-3588 • Jeremy Heller, Pastor
 Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available, 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-denominational 
Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

STILLMAN VALLEY
RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY

Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns  |  Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley. 
815-645-2526  |  www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday:  Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday:  AWANA (Sept – April) from 6:00 to 7:30 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY 
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Lead Pastor Barry Norris
103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL 
815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org
Sunday Morning 9am ‘Gather’ for learning & conversation, 10:15am Worship 
both onsite and online at facebook.com/VECCfSV
Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber
Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry
Please visit website for more information or contact the church office M-F 
9am-2pm

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
DAVIS JUNCTION

Pastor Brad Pittman           www.graceisforyou.com
10479 E. High Rd., Stillman Valley, IL 61084• 815-973-1369  
Worship Service:  Saturday at 5pm

WINNEBAGO
MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088
Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.
Sunday: Worship Service at 10:30 am. 
Pastor Phil Thompson 
Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com

The following events are 
happening at the Mt. Mor-
ris Senior & Community 
Center!
Film

March 26th at 5:00 pm 
– Join us for a special night 
and screening of a new 
documentary film “Live at 
Mister Kelly’s”.  This star 
-studded documentary fea-
tures luminaries including 
Barbra Streisand, Bob Ne-
whart, Richard Pryor, Ella 
Fitgerald, Bette Midler, the 
Smothers Brothers, Steve 
Martin, Lily Tomlin and 
many others.  Live at Mister 
Kelly’s is a testament to the 
lasting impact of renowned 
culture icons and the unex-
pected origins of legendary 
musicians, comedians and 
the rich cultural history of the 
50’s and 60’s.  Call Melissa 
at 815-734-6335 to RSVP!
Bus trips

Interested in one of our 
upcoming bus trips?  Contact 
Melissa at 815-734-6335 for 
more information or to sign 
up.  On May 26th  - June 1st 
we will spend 7 days and 6 
nights on a trip to Mt. Rush-
more and the Black Hills.  The 
cost will include motorcoach 
transportation, lodging, 10 
meals, all admissions and 
tours, and more!  We will 
also be taking a trip to New 
Orleans from November 
3rd – 9th.

Rock River Center is a resource center located 
at 810 S. 10th Street, Oregon.  Our activities 
and trips are open to all ages.  Call our office @ 
815-732-3252 for assistance with Benefit Access 
Application for a license plate discount, Medicare, 
housing, homemaker service, heating assistance 
or other things.  Visit us at www.rockrivercenter.
org and like us on Facebook.
AARP Safe Driving Class – NEW 
DATES

Mon. Mar. 25 & Wed. Mar. 27; 9am – 1pm. 
Must attend both sessions. Advance registration 
requested.
Bingocize

Bingocize® combines the game of bingo with 
low-impact fall prevention exercises. April 1 & 5; 
2:00 -2:30 p.m. Advance registration requested.
RRC Holiday Hours

Rock River Center will close at Noon on Fri-
day, March 29 in recognition of Good Friday. No 

transportation or activities will take place when the 
Center is closed.  Please plan accordingly. Rock 
River Center wishes you a safe and happy holiday.
RRC TRANSPORTATION REMIND-
ER

Just a reminder from Rock River Transporta-
tion when making your ride requests.  For a Rock-
ford ride, please call (3) business days in advance.  
We ask that you make your appointments between 
the hours of 9AM and 1PM.  For all other rides, 
please call (2) business days in advance. For all 
ride reservations, please have your name, address, 
phone number, your destination name, address, 
phone number, date, time, length of appointment 
and any other pertinent information available 
when you call. Please remember to be kind and 
considerate of other passengers.  In addition, for 
everyone’s safety our drivers are not allowed to 
carry on conversations with the passengers while 
the vehicle is in motion.

Thank you for your consideration in this mat-

ter, AND, thank you for riding with Rock River 
Center Transportation.
SUPPORT GROUPS @ ROCK RIV-
ER CENTER

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
Meets:  4th Wednesday in February, 

May, August & November. Time: 2:00 – 3:00 
p.m.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP
Meets:  3RD Tuesday of month. Time: 

10:00 – 11:30 a.m.
DIABETIC SUPPORT GROUP
Meets:  1st Wednesday of the month. 

Time: 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
LOW VISION GROUP
Meets:  2nd and 4th Tuesday of month. 

Time: 12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
For more information on any of our Support 

Groups, call Rock River Center at 815-732-3252 
or 1-800-541-5479.

MT. MORRIS  
SENIOR &  
COMMUNITY 
CENTER

ROCK RIVER CENTER ACTIVITIES

Trustee Opening
We currently have an opening 

for a Trustee with a term that ex-
pires in 2025.  Our Board of Trust-
ees meets at the library on the 2nd 
Monday of each month at 6:00 PM.  
If interested, please contact Director 
Linda Schreiber at 815-738-2742 
during business hours or by email 
at bertolet705@gmail.com.
Closed

Saturday, March 30th Bertolet 
Memorial Library will be closed 
on Saturday, March 30th for Easter 
weekend. Normal business hours 
will resume on Monday, April 1st.
Spring Break Movie

Monday, March 25th at 2:00 
PM Young Asha makes a wish so 
powerful that it’s answered by a 
cosmic force called Star. With Star’s 

help, Asha must save her kingdom 
and prove that when the will of one 
courageous human connects with 
the magic of the stars, wondrous 
things can happen.
Stories with Stacey

Thursdays at 10:00 AM Join 
Miss Stacey for fun stories for 
your toddlers and preschoolers!
A to Z Reading  
Challenge

Did you know... You don’t have 
to read through the alphabet in 
order, but if you are, you should 
be on a book title that starts with 
the letter “F.”  You’ve got 52 
weeks to read through 26 letters 
of the alphabet. You’ve got this! 
Haven’t started? There’s still time 
to catch up; stop at the circulation 
desk today.

Create-a-Card
Saturday, April 20th at 9:00 

AM We are looking forward to 
seeing you and Jessie again as our 
Create-a-Card sessions resume.  
All materials are provided.
March Book of the 
Month

Join us in reading Finding 
Dorothy by Elizabeth Letts.  An 
historical fiction novel of the story 
behind The Wizard of Oz. Pick 
up a copy today at the circulation 
desk. 
March Take & Make 
Craft

Stop by the circulation desk 
to grab a kit to make a sea glass 
suncatcher.
Plastic Recycling

We ask that you make sure 
plastic is clean with no debris in 
the donation.  *No animal feed 
bags are allowed* Also please re-
move any ziploc-type seals and 
paper/sticker labels. Thank you 
for your cooperation.
NEW RELEASES

Adult Books
The Great Divide by Cristina 

Henriquez
Never Too Late by Danielle 

Steel
Graphic Novel
Baby-Siters Little Sister: Kar-

en’s Haircut
Picture Books
On the Edge Of the World by 

Anna Desnitskaya
Quarter Horses by Alissa 

Thielges

BERTOLET MEMORIAL LIBRARY
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LOCAL NEWS

Weekly Brain Busters

Spring Blood Drive with RRVBC
Thursday, April 4. 1 – 6:00 pm. Join us as we host a community blood drive in partnership with the Rock 

River Valley Blood Center.  Register for an appointment by calling the library at 815-234-5107 or visiting https://
donor.rrvbc.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/55720.  Walk-ins are also welcome!  Prospective donors must 
be at least 17 years old (16 with parental consent) and weigh at least 110 lbs.  It is recommended that donors 
eat a meal within 3-4 hours before donating and drink plenty of fluids.
Did you know

That you can now order 3D print projects from the Byron Library?  The library’s Creative Studio is home 
to two 3D printers that are available for making 3D prints for learning and entertainment purposes.  3D prints 
cost $.10 per gram PLA, and will be available for pickup within 7 – 10 business days.  Please visit https://www.
byronlibrary.org/3d-printing/ for more information on how to submit your 3D print idea.
Creative Studio

Our Creative Studio is open on Sunday afternoons and two evenings a week, so stop by for monthly crafts 
and to use our maker space equipment! Crafts out on the tables are free of charge, while some other projects 
will incur a cost depending on materials. Middle school and high school youth can use some of the materials 
while with an adult, or during Teen Time.  Creative Studio hours: Sunday 1 - 5:00 pm, Monday 9:00 am-1:00 
pm & 5 – 8:00 pm, Tuesday 9 am - 1:00 pm & 5 – 8:00 pm, Wednesday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm, Thursday 9:00 
am – 1:00 pm, Friday & Saturday closed.  
Check out Our Mobile App

Did you know that there is an easy way to use the library from your phone?  Just download the PrairieCat 
app to your phone or mobile device and log in with your library card number and PIN!  You’ll be able to view 
your checkouts and holds, renew renewable materials, and search the library catalog.  There’s even a digital 
copy of your library card!
Curbside Delivery

The library is open for browsing, but patrons can still use our curbside service!  Place your holds online at 
byronlibrary.org or call us at 815-234-5107.  Not sure what you want?  Call us for help!  We will call or email 
you with a confirmation when your holds are ready to be picked up.  Call us when you arrive at the library, and 
we will bring your items out to you, already checked out.  A receipt with your due dates will be included with 
your items.  

Visit the Byron Library Facebook page, or subscribe to our newsletters at byronlibrary.org, to keep up to date 
on library news and programs!  Be sure to also check out the Byron Library and Byron Library Teen Instagram 
pages!

BYRON PUBLIC LIBRARY
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Whatever you’re looking for, 
these local businesses ask 
you to consider them first.

ACCOUNTING
Jeanette Heesaker, CPA

Masters in Business Administration 
and Finance

Certified Managerial Accountant
Accounting and Tax Services

For Business/Individual/Partnership
132 W. Second St., Suite 1 • Byron, IL 61010 

(815) 234-8100

AIR CONDITIONING

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

Gaul’s Climate Control
815-734-7314

AUTO REPAIR

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner

ASE Certified
P.O. Box 31

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451 Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

AUTO REPAIR

Tony Kurzac
107 E. Washington St.

Route 64
Oregon, IL 61061

815-312-7089

Sell New & Used Tires/Rims
All Makes & Models
Cars/Truck Service

Trailer Repair
Auto Repair

Lowest Price Around

CABINETS

CARPET CLEANING
3-D Carpet & 

Upholstery Cleaning

900 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL 61061

Heather Ruchti
Ph: (815) 762-5307

CONCRETE CONCRETE

CONSTRUCTION

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

• New Construction • Roofing • Windows • Additions
• Complete Remodeling • Siding • Painting • Interior/Exterior
• Drywall  • Flooring • Decks

Free Estimates • Lead Certified

815-761-1626

CONSTRUCTION

NAVARRO & SONS
Construction Company

********
Ceramic Tile • Wood Floors • Painting • Siding-

Basements • Room Additions  • Baths • Kitchens
Over 25 yrs. exp.       Custom touch      No job too big or too small

FRANK NAVARRO • OREGON / BYRON
PHONE: 815-234-7588 FAX: 815-234-7568

Free 
Estimates

Sr. Citizen 
Discount

FIVE  ALARMFIVE  ALARM
EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENT

FIREWORKS CO.FIREWORKS CO.
PYROTECHNIC DISPLAYSPYROTECHNIC DISPLAYS
PHIL GIUFFRE 773-415-4277 OREGON, ILLINOIS  

WWW.5ALARMFIREWORKS.COM 
FESTIVALS, CONCERTS, WEDDING HOMECOMINGS, CORPORATE EVENTS

FIREWOOD

AT’sAT’s
FirewoodFirewood
815-751-2255815-751-2255

All Hardwoods, Seasoned, All Hardwoods, Seasoned, 
Delivered, StackedDelivered, Stacked

GUTTERS

HAIR CARE HANDYMAN

C.J. HOME MAINTENANCE 
and REPAIR

We fix almost anything in and around the home!
20 Plus Years Experience

Regular and Emergency Service 24 Hours A Day
7 Days A Week

Phone 1-815-234-4511
Cell 1-815-222-6239

Byron, Oregon,
Mt. Morris Areas

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Insured FREE 

ESTIMATES

New Construction • Complete Remodels • Additions • Windows
Doors • Sunrooms • Kitchens • Basements • Baths • Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 • Craig Kosch 815.566.7424

www.integrityhomeimp.com

LAWNCARE

PAINTING
WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING

K & J
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen 
cabinets or woodwork.

Insured         Over 40 Years Experience

Ken
Cell (815) 353-5754
Stillman Valley, IL

FREE 
ESTIMATES HANDYMAN 

SERVICES

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

PAINTING PET GROOMING
by

Dun Wright Grooming

• Pets Groomed at Your Home
• Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
• No More “Separation” Anxiety
• No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

• Cut of Your Choice
    (depends on coat condition)
• Specialty/Flea Baths Available
• Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

MOBILE 
GROOMING

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

STORAGE SHEDS

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

“Your Trees 
Deserve a 
Certified 
Arborist!”Serving Ogle County Since 1996

• Trimming & Removals • Climbing Specialists • Insect & Disease Control
• Planting Service • Arborist Consulting

Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

TREE CARE TREE SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL

GARAGE DOORS

AUTO REPAIR

WHEELS

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

Offer Expires 4/30/20

12212020

WATER SOFTENER

* Interior & Exterior * Free Estimates * Insured
PAINTINGLAWN CARE

Furman’s Lawn Care

In Business Since 1999
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

SPRING 
CLEAN-UP! • Weekly Mowing• Weekly Mowing
• Bush Tr Bush Trimming & Removal

• Gutter Cleaning
• Much More!

Call Jeremy Furman at 815-761-9619
Please leave message and I will return your call ASAP
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Youth programs, schools 
and non-profi t groups look 
to our businesses fi rst when 
fundraising. These community-

minded businesses donate faithfully 
to local youth sports programs, 
community clubs, nonprofi t groups 
and churches – just to name a few. 
Shouldn’t we look to those same 
businesses fi rst when we need goods 
and services? Of course we should!

High rate of return. For every 
$100 spent in independently 
owned stores, $68 returns to the 
community through payroll, taxes 

and other expenditures. Online orders 
return absolutely nothing to Ogle 
County, IL.

Seeking health care in your 
hometown brings the comforts 
of receiving qualifi ed care from 
people you know and trust. 

Whether it be a trip to the dentist, 
regular health care screenings, a visit 
to a specialist or an emergency, you 
need not travel. It’s all right here.

Banking with people who 
know you is a luxury found 
only in hometowns. You don’t 
have to show your ID every time 

you go in. You can get a loan from 
people who know you and understand 
your needs, whether it be money for 
your fi rst car or to help your business 
grow. Local banks believe in the value 
of community members helping one 
another.

No one wants to have to make 
an insurance claim, but itʼs 
painless when your agent is 
your neighbor. You don’t have 

to convince them that there was a hail 
storm, or that the wind nearly took your 
roof off. They know because they live 

here. Which do you want when you’ve 
had a bad day: A face-to-face meeting 
with your local agent, or a machine 
answering the phone at that big 
national insurer that advertises on TV?

Time is money. It’s simple math 
(especially when you fi gure in 
gas mileage.) Shopping locally 
can actually save you both time 

and money!

Customer service after 
the sale is invaluable. 
Local retailers not only take 
responsibility for the product 

they sold, they will often fi x it or replace 
it – no questions asked. Appliances, 
furniture, computers and electronics 
sometimes have glitches. Would you 
rather box yours up, send it to who 
knows where, and wait six to eight 
weeks, or just go back to the nice guy 
that helped you when you bought it?

Keeping it local encourages 
community growth. By 
choosing to do business locally, 
you help maintain Rochelle’s 

diversity, charm and appeal; which 
attracts new community members.

One word: Jobs. When you 
do business of any kind in Ogle 
County, it creates and maintains 
jobs for others in our area . 

A healthy employment rate is the 
cornerstone of all economies.
How can you help the economy 
recover? Start at home.

9 Biggest 
Benefi ts

Of Shopping 
Ogle County 

First

1

5

9

2

6

3

7

4

8

ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

Community Unity

Ogle County
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101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

A&T Auction Services, LLC
Travis Cunningham 

(815) 297-4595
Located in Forreston, IL

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds

815-946-4120 
 

Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.

Auctions – Real Estate 
Appraisals

Online Auctions 
Now Available 
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436

Hacksauction.com

Remmer Schuetz  
Auction Service

Case Tractor Collector
5936 S. Watertown Rd.

Ashton, IL
847-878-1491

 

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE STATE OF 
ILLINOIS, CIRCUIT 

COURT, OGLE 
COUNTY

Request of Misael Isaac 
Guerrero
Case Number 2024MR6
Filed 7 February 2024
There will be a court 
date on my Request to 
change my name from 
Misael Isaac Guerrero 
to the new name of Mis-
ael Isaac Argomaniz.
The court date will be 
held on 3 April 2024 at 
9:00a.m. at 106 5th St., 
Oregon, Ogle County, in 
Courtroom #304.
No. 0212
(Feb. 12, 19, and 26, 
2024) 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Sealed bids will be re-
ceived
by the Ogle County 
Highway Department, 
Oregon, Illinois, until 
2:00 P.M. April 5, 
2024 for the following 
Sections:
1. 24-XX000-00-GM 
2024 Township Seal-
coats,
2. 24-00000-02-GM 
2024 County Sealcoats,
3. 24-26000-00-GM Or-
egon-Nashua Township 
Paving,
4. 24-06000-01-GM 
Flagg 
Township Paving 
5. 24-21000-00-GM 
Rockvale Township Cold 
in Place Recycling
6. 24-21134-00-SS 
Rockvale Township 
Storm Sewer Repairs
7. 24-22000-01-GM 
Scott Township Paving
Proposals are available 
at the Ogle County
Highway Department, 
1989 South IL Rte. 2,
Oregon, IL between the 
hours of 7:00 A.M.
And 3:30 P.M. Monday - 
Friday.
The Road and Bridge 
Committee reserves
the right to accept or re-
ject and or all bids.
No. 0312
(Mar. 18 & 25, 2024)

NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OGLE COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
In the Matter of the Es-
tate of
JANET L. FRYE,  
Deceased.  
2024PR0012
PUBLICATION NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS and 
CLAIMANTS
 Notice is given of the 
death of JANET L. FRYE, 
who died on October 9, 
2023, a resident of Ogle 
County, Illinois.  Letters 
of Office were issued on 
February 29, 2024, and 
the Representative for 
the estate is DEBORAH 
L. EISFELLER,  9577 N. 
Blaine Drive, Byron, IL 
61010.  The attorney for 
the estate is Amanda J. 
Martinez, 5732 E. River-
side Blvd., #201, Loves 
Park, IL 61111.
 Claims against the es-
tate may be filed on or 
before September 18, 
2024, that date being 
at least six (6) months 
from the date of the 
first publication.  Claims 
against the estate may 
be filed with the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court, 106 
S. 5th Street, Oregon, IL 
61061, or with the Rep-
resentative, or both.  Any 
claim not filed within that 
period is barred.  Copies 
of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the Rep-
resentative and to the 
attorney within ten (10) 
days after it has been 
filed.
Attorney Amanda J. Mar-
tinez ARDC#: 
5732 E. Riverside Blvd., 
#201, Loves Park, IL 
61111
815-491-8065
amartinez@adamsmar-
tinezlaw.com
No. 0314
(Mar. 18 & 25 and Apr. 1, 
2024)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby giv-
en that pursuant to the 

www.proauctionsllc.com
RICK GARNHART, AUCTIONEER
German Valley, IL 61039
815-238-3044
IL Lic: 440000901   WI Lic: 2844-52

FARMLAND AUCTION
161.87 Acres in Ogle County

Sat. April 6th at 10:00 AM
Live Auction held at Bertolet Building

103 W. 2nd St., Leaf River, IL 
Total of 161.87 Acres MOL offered in 1 Tract. 

Currently 110 Acres in row crop (119.5 PI) 
with good productivity. Balance acres are 
Recreational/Hunting and Building Site.   

SELLER: JAMES LEE STUKENBERG TRUST
LOCATION OF PROPERTY: 4207 TOWNLINE RD., 
LEAF RIVER, IL 61047 
•  Spring 2024 Possession
•  Hard road frontage
Attorney for Estate: Laird Lambert
Note: This property is an unusual opportunity to add to 
your farming operation, as well as advance potential 
recreational opportunities. View maps, photos, videos, 
sale terms and other at auction website.  
Call Rick Garnhart, Auctioneer for complete information. 

02
12

20
24

(Near Polo Pool  
Park Area)

Last Seen: 2-10-24
Female Chihuahua/ 
Pomeranian Mix (Black) 
Reward if found

Contact:  
815-994-9880 or  

779-239-8785

Missing 
Dog “Mal” 

121 121 
LOST AND FOUNDLOST AND FOUND

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

State of Illinois Compiled 
Statutes, the Pine Creek 
Township highway com-
missioner will hold a pub-
lic hearing on Wednes-
day, April 3, 2024 at 
2:00 PM to examine Tee 
Road between Butternut 
Rd and Ridge Rd to hear 
reasons for or against 
vacating Tee Road and 
its associated right of 
way.  The hearing will be 
held at the intersection of 
Tee Road and Butternut 
Road which is just south 
of 4984 S Butternut 
Road, Oregon, IL 61061.
The legal description of 
the right of way to be va-
cated is: All of Tee Road 
located along the north 
line of Sections 35 and 
36 in Pine Creek Town-
ship, beginning at Butter-
nut Road and ending at 
Ridge Road (0.75 miles).
Jody Yount
Pine Creek Twp Rd 
Commissioner
Ogle County, Illinois 
No. 0315
(March 18 & 25, 2024)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on February 
27, 2024 a certificate 
was filed in the Ogle 
County Clerk’s Office 
setting forth the names 
and post office address 
of all of the persons 
owning, conducting and 
transacting the business 
known as: 
S&K Performance
130 Pines Rd
Oregon, IL 61061
Dated February 27, 2024
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 0319
(Mar. 18, 25 and Apr. 1, 
2024)

NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT OGLE 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

In The Matter of the Es-
tate of: 
ARLENE J. 
RIEDLINGER, De-
ceased.
IN PROBATE 
No. 2024PR14

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE IS GIVEN of 
the death of ARLENE 
J. REIDLINGER, of 
Mt. Morris, Illinois. 
Letters  of office were 
issued  on March 11, 
2024, to STILLMAN 
BANC CORP, N.A. of 
Rockford, Illinois, Ad-
ministrator of the Es-
tate, whose attorney is 
Jennifer L. Birkholz of 
SMITH, BIRKHOLZ & 
MORROW, P.C. at 129 
S. Fourth Street, P.O. 
Box 10, Oregon, Illinois, 
61061. 
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
office of the clerk, or 
with the representative, 
or both, on or before 
September 25, 2024, 
or within 3 months from 
date of mailing or de-
livery of notice to cred-
itors, if required by Sec-
tion 18-3 of the Illinois 
Probate Act of 1975, as 
amended, whichever 
date is later. Any claim 
not filed on or before 
that date is barred.
Copies of claims filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the estate legal repres-
netative and to the at-
torney within 10 days 
after the claim has been 
filed. 
STILLMAN BANC 
CORP, N.A., Adminis-
trator
Jennifer L. Birkholz
SMITH, BIRKHOLZ & 
MORROW, P.C.
129 S. Fourth Street, 
P.O. Box 10
Oregon, IL 61061
(815) 732-6124
No. 0322
(March 25, April 1 & 8, 
2024

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN
To the legal voters, res-
idents of the Town of 
Leaf River in the Coun-
ty of Ogle and State of 
Illinois, that the Annual 
Town Meeting of said 
Town will take place 
on Tuesday, April 9, 
2024 being the second 
Tuesday of said month 
at the hour of 6:45 p.m. 

for the transaction of 
the miscellaneous busi-
ness of the said town; 
and after a Moderator 
having been elected, 
will proceed to hear 
and consider reports of 
officers, and decide on 
such measures as may, 
in pursuance of law, 
come before the meet-
ing; and especially to 
consider and decide the 
following 
Dated March 19, 2024
AGENDA for April 9th, 
2024 Annual Meeting 
Leaf River Township 
Hall 
6:45 p.m.
(Registered voters sign-
in) 
Call Meeting to Order 
by Clerk 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Motion to Elect Moder-
ator 
Administer Oath of of-
fice to Moderator Mod-
erator:
Reading of Minutes of 
the April 2023 Annual 
Meeting
Motion to accept min-
utes
Motion to set salary for 
the Moderator of 2025 
Annual Meeting
Set Time, Place and 
Date of 2025 Annual 
Town Meeting
2nd Tues in April 2025 
-Time 6:45 p.m.
Annual Township Fi-
nancial Statement
Town: Questions/dis-
cussion 
Motion to accept reports 
Road: Questions/ dis-
cussion
Motion to accept reports
Other Business
Motion to Adjourn
No. 0325
(March 25, 2024

PUBLIC NOTICE
ANNUAL TOWN 

MEETING
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN
to the legal voters, res-
idents of the Town of 
Rockvale in the County 
of Ogle and the State of 
Illinois, that the Annual 
Town Meeting of said 
Town will take place on 
Tuesday, April 9, 2024 
being the second Tues-
day of said month at the 
hour of 7:30 pm for the 
transaction of the mis-
cellaneous business of 
the said town; and af-
ter a Moderator having 
been elected, will pro-
ceed to hear and con-
sider reports of officers, 
and decide on such 
measures as may, in 
pursuance of law, come 
before the meeting; and 
especially to consider 
and decide the follow-
ing: Supervisors Report
Dated March 18, 2024
Karen Wolber
Town Clerk
No. 0326
(March 25, 2024)

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF GRAND 
DETOUR ANNUAL 

MEETING
Annual town meeting 
notice is hereby given 
to the legal voters, of 
the Town of Grand De-
tour, in the County of 
Ogle, and the State of 
Illinois, that the Annual 
Town Meeting of said 
town will take place on 
Tuesday, April 9, 2024 
being the second Tues-
day of the said month at 
the hour of 7:30 p.m. at 
the Grand Detour Town 
Hall for the transaction 
of the miscellaneous 
business of the said 
town.
Agenda:
Call to Order
Pledge of Allegiance
Elect a Moderator
Minutes of Last Year’s 
Meeting
Balances Read
Old Business: Spray for 
Mosquitoes
New Business: None
Adjourn
The regular monthly 
meeting will follow.
Connie Ross
Grand Detour Town 
Clerk
No. 0327
(March 25, 2024)

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed proposals for 
the project described 
below will be received 
at the office of the City 

Clerk, City of Oregon, 
115 North Third Street, 
Oregon, IL 61061 un-
til 10:00 am on April 5, 
2024.
Sealed proposals will 
be opened and read 
puplicly at the office 
of the City Clerk, City 
of Oregon, 115 North 
Third Street, Oregon, IL 
61061 at 10:00 am on 
April 5, 2024
DESCRIPTION OF 
WORK
Various locations in the 
City of Oregon, 3. 58 
miles
Proposed Improve-
ment:
Resurfacing of various 
streets within the City 
of Oregon, IL with work 
to include an A-1 Chip 
Seal application with 
fog seal application in-
stalled over the seal 
coat aggregate for all 
streets identified in this 
proposal booklet.
1. Plans and proposal 
forms will be available 
in the off Fehr Graham, 
515 Lincoln Highway, 
Rochelle, IL 61068 for 
a non-refundable fee of 
$100 (no overnight de-
livery avaiilable). Also 
available electronically 
at www.fehrgraham.
com for a non-refund-
able fee of $25.
2. [X] Prequalification
If checked, the 2 ap-
parent as read low bid-
ders must file within 24 
hours after the letting 
an “Affidavit of Avail-
ability” (Form BC 57) 
in triplicate, showing all 
uncompleted contracts 
awarded to them and all 
low bids pending award 
for Federal, State, Coun 
y, Municipal and private 
work. One original shall 
be filed with the Award-
ing Authority and two 
originals with the IDOT 
District Office.
3. The Awarding Author-
ity reserves the right to 
waive technicalities and 
to reject any or all pro-
posals as provided in 
BLRS Special Provision 
for Bidding Require-
ments and Conditions 
for Contract Proposals.
4. The following BLR 
Forms shall be returned 
by the bidder to the 
Awarding Authority:
a.  Local Public Agency 
Formal Contract Pro-
posal (BLR 12200)
b. Schedule of Prices 
(BLR 12201) 1
c. Proposal Bid Bond 
(BLR 12230) (if appli-
cable)
d. Apprenticeship or 
Training Program Cer-
tification (BLR 12325) 
(do not use for project 
with Federal funds.)
12326) (do not use for 
project with Federal 
funds)
5. The quantities ap-
pearing in the bid 
schedule are approxi-
mate and are prepared 
for the comparison 
of bids. Payment to 
the Contractor will be 
made only for the actual 
quantities of work per-
formed and accepted 
or materials furnished 
according to the con-
tract. The “scheduled 
quantities of work to be 
done and materials to 
be furnished may be in-
creased, decreased or 
omitted as hereinafter 
provided.
6. Submission of a bid 
shall be conclusive 
assurance and war-
ranty the bidder has 
examined the plans 
and understands all 
requirements for the 
performance of work. 
The bidder will be re-
sponsible for all errors 
in the proposal resulting 
from failure or neglect 
to conduct an in depth 
examination. “xamina-
tion. The Awarding Au-
thority will, in no case, 
be responsible for any 
costs, expenses, losses 
or changes in anticipat-
ed profits resulting from 
such failure or neglect 
of the bidder.
7.  The bidder shall take 
no advantage of any 
error or omission in the 
proposal and adver-
tised contract.
8. If a special enve-
lope is supplied by the 
Awarding Authority, 
each proposal should 

be submitted in that en-
velope furnished by the 
Awarding Agency and 
the blank spaces on the 
envelope shall be filled 
in correctly to clearly 
indicate its contents. 
When an envelope 
other than the special 
one furnished by the 
Awarding Authority is 
used, it shall be marked 
to clearly indicate its 
contents. When sent by 
mail, the sealed propos-
al shall be addressed to 
the Awarding Authority 
at the address and in 
care of the official in 
whose office the bids 
are to be received. All 
proposals shall be filed 
prior to the time and t 
the place specified in 
the Notice to Bidders. 
Proposals received af-
ter the time specified 
will be returned to the 
bidder unopened.
9.  Permission will be 
given to a bidder to 
withdraw a proposal if 
the bidder makes the 
request in writing or in 
person before the time 
for opening propsals.
No. 0328
(March 25, 2024)

NOTICE
ANNUAL

TOWN MEETING
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN
To the legal voters, res-
idents of the Town of 
Pine Rock in the Coun-
ty of Ogle and State of 
Illinois that the Annual 
Town Meeting of said 
Town will take place on
Tuesday, April 9, 2024
Being the second Tues-
day of said month
At the hour of 7 o’clock 
P.M. at the
Pine Rock Township 
Hall
210 West Street
Chana, Illinois
For the transaction of 
the miscellaneous busi-
ness of the said town; 
and after a Moderator 
having been elected, 
will proceed to hear 
and consider reports of 
officers, and decide on 
such measures as may, 
in pursuance of law 
come before the meet-
ing; and especially to 
consider the following:
1) Approval of 2023 
meeting minutes
2) Approval of Funds 
balances
3) Setting Moderator’s 
salary for 2025
4) Setting date, place 
and time for 2025 Annu-
al Meeting
5) Vote on county ser-
vices provided to Town-
ship residents
6) Other business as 
brought before the 
meeting
7) Discussion of possi-
ble transfer of monies 
from Town Fund to R&B 
Fund
Town Clerk Heather 
Barcai-Mowry
No. 0329
(March 25, 2024)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 

hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.” 

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn 
Care and Tree Work. 
Mowing, bushes, spring 
clean up, weeding 
and much more. Call 
Jeremy Furman 815-
761-9619. Please leave 
a message will return 
call ASAP. Fully insured, 
in business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any parent 
or guardian to verify the 
validity of the license 
of any facility before 
placing a child in its care. 

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-562-
4171 (8AM-NOON ONLY) 
Rochelle News Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For Sale. 
Contact 779-251-0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 

HACK’S SPRING ANTIQUES & 
PRIMITIVES ONLINE AUCTION 
OPENS: Thurs., March 28th @ 8 A.M.

PREVIEW: Thurs., March 28th – 9 A.M. to 2 P.M.
Hack’s Antique Center II – 440 W. Third St., 

Pecatonica, IL  61063
Featuring Great Selection Antiques; Primitives; 
Furniture; Stoneware; Quality Antique Oak Furniture 
Incl. Secretary, Ice Box, Commode, Sewing Cabinet, 
Possum Belly Cupboard, Tea Cart, etc.; Nice Selec-
tion Sterling Silver Pcs. Incl. Weighted Candlesticks, 
Quality Ornate Silver Incl. Reeds & Barton, Sheffield 
& Others; Large Selection Pewter; Arcade Brass Spit-
toon; Matchbox Cars; Toys; Collectibles; Artwork; 
Jewelry; Fine China & Glassware; Fur Hats; Designer 
Shoes; Textiles; Much More! 

Hack’s Auction & Realty Service
Greg & Swan Hachmeister, Auctioneers

Pecatonica, IL 815-239-1436
www.hacksauction.com  

I.A.F.L. #44000128

advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or 
intention to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

OREGON/MT. MORRIS
Newer 1, 2 & 3 BR APTS.  

Water, sewer, garbage inc.  
w/most units. HOUSES 

some w/garages, all in like 
new condition.  

Starting at $425/mo.
815-734-4348
815-590-2302

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(next to D&W Garage)

Storage Unit Sizes:
5ʼ x 10ʼ     10ʼ x 10ʼ

10ʼ x 15ʼ  10ʼ x 20ʼ  10ʼx30ʼ

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

Class-A CDL
Drivers Wanted

$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to

$33/per hour
Local Trucking 

Company seeking 
full time,

year- round driver to 
haul grain.

815-938-3644
Please

leave message.
09052022

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED
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307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-262-3900

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

04092023

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

is seeking to fill an Engineering 
Instructor Position for the 
2024 - 2025 school year, based on 
an individual’s defined skill set.  
Position may be full-time or part-
time. Please see additional  
information and job posting online 
at www.byron226.org
Click on the ‘About Us’ tab, then Employment 

Opportunities – High School Teaching Section

yron Community Unit 
School DistrictB

Help Wanted

03042024

Show& Sell

Browse
& Buy

All in the 
Classifieds!

Place an Ad:
Rochelle News-Leader

815-562-4171
Ogle County Life

815-732-2156

Subscribe:
Rochelle News-Leader
815-562-4171
Ogle County Life
815-732-2156
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LOCAL NEWS
Storytime at the Library

Join us in person at the library for songs, stories and 
crafts! Ages 2-5. Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Registration 
required. 
Tween Scene: Glow in the Dark Sci-
ence

Tweens get to conduct a series of experiments with 
one thing in common: they all glow in the dark! Tues-
day, April 2, 6 p.m. All supplies provided. Ages 10-12. 
Registration required: 815-645-8611.
Toddler Time: Spring Sensory Bins

Indulge you little one’s curiosity with a hands-on 
event just for them! Join us for some tactile play using 
a variety of sensory bins with a festive spring twist. 
Friday, April 5, 10 a.m. Ages 1-4. Registration required: 
815-645-8611.
Teens: Candy Kabobs!

Hang out with friends, play games, and create col-
orful candy kabobs to give away or keep for yourself! 
Thursday, April 18, 6 p.m. Ages 13-18. All supplies 
provided. Registration required: 815-645-8611.
Kaleidoscope Art

Kids will explore their artistic side by making color-
ful geometric masterpieces inspired by kaleidoscopes. 
Saturday, April 20, 1 p.m.  All supplies provided. Ages 
5-9. Registration required: 815-645-8611. 
European Travel for Beginners

Have you dreamed of jet-setting to Europe? No sure 
how to get started? Join frequent fliers, Joanna and 
Wayne, as they help prepare you for your first European 
holiday. They’ll cover everything you need to know be-
fore you go: selecting a destination, booking your flight 
and hotels, learning the ins and outs of transportation 
once you get there, living like a temporary local and 
more. Monday, April 22, 6 p.m. Registration required: 
815-645-8611.
Genealogy: The Next Steps

So you’ve been researching your family history, 
and you have a ton of information! Now what? In this 
workshop we’ll talk about how to organize your research, 
ways to verify your findings according to genealogy 
standards and options for sharing or even publishing 
family histories. Tuesday, April 23, 6 p.m. Registration 
required: 815-645-8611.
Who Was Lilly Pulitzer?

It is 1969, and Lily Pulitzer is transforming fashion 
with her boldly patterned shift dresses. In this new 
costumed portrayal, Leslie Goddard brings to life the 
celebrated entrepreneur, fashion designer and socialite. 
Learn what inspired this free-spirited socialite to launch 
a line of tropical dresses that became synonymous with 
resort living.  Monday, April 29, 6:30 p.m. Registration 
required: 815-645-8611.

Solar Eclipse Viewers
On Monday, April 8th there will be a partial 

solar eclipse in our area. In preparation for this, 
the Adler Planetarium in Chicago has provided 
public libraries in Illinois with a limited supply of 
safe solar viewers. If you are interested in receiv-
ing a free viewer, please call or stop in beginning 
Monday, March 25th for more information.
Toddler/Preschool Storytime

Wednesdays at 10:00 am. Due to spring break, 
Storytime will not be held on Wednesday, March 
27th. See you next week!
New Adult Fiction

New adult fiction titles include: Three-Inch 
Teeth by C.J. Box and The Women by Kristin 
Hannah.
Community Room

Looking for a place to hold your event? Our 
community room (with a small kitchenette) is 
available for meetings, parties, showers, family 
reunions, and more. Please call the library at 
(815)938-2624 for additional information.
Soft Plastic Recycling

We are collecting film-type plastic for recy-
cling. This includes plastic bags, zipper type bag-
gies (with the zip portion removed), cereal/snack 
bags, bubble wrap, and other soft plastic. Please 
make sure bags are free from debris and remove 
all paper/sticker labels. Thank you!

Crafters met with Joanna to create a set of miniature 
paper plants, last week at Julia Hull District Library in 
Stillman Valley.  (Courtesy photos)
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8am to 1pm • Sunday, May 12th
at the Rochelle Wildlife Conservation Club

Indoor and covered outdoor seating 
surrounded by nature.

Pancakes, sausage, bacon, scrambled 
eggs, hash-browns and biscuits and gravy

$15 per person | kids 5 and under Free
Need to RSVP to Bob Grace at 815-622-8940 by 5/9
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