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ONE DOLLAR, 25 CENTS

Tracy Cooper, director of the Mendota Area Christian
Food Pantry, dressed as a bunny for the pantry’s Eas-
ter distribution. The food pantry will be hopping to its
new location, 710 Sixth Ave. soon. (Reporter photo by
Brandon LaChance)

Food Pantry closing
in on its original goal

J New location set for April opening

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA —In less than a year the Mendota Area Chris-
tian Food Pantry and the Mendota community has raised
nearly $380,000 for a new building.

The new food pantry, located at 710 Sixth Ave., is almost
complete. In fact, H&H Contractors told food pantry director
Tracy Cooper the building should be ready by the second or
third week in April.

“It’s very exciting,” Cooper said. “I can’t believe how
quickly all of this happened. From finding the property, to
giving H&H a call, to fundraising, to almost reaching our
goal. Everything is tentative and subject to change, but it’s
looking like we could be in the building midway through April
and have a grand opening around Memorial Day weekend.”

Cooperand the food pantry are still fundraising and asking
for donations as the $380,000 isn’t 100 percent raised.

Also, the price tag has risen because the food pantry had
to purchase a $28,000 three-phase generator to supplement
the building.

“The help from the community has been amazing wheth-
er it’s from individuals or from businesses,” Cooper said.
“Obviously, we couldn’t do it without everyone coming

“Mamma Mia!”

3 Musical productlon to take place March 22-24 at MHS Auditorium

MENDOTA - Mendota
High School will present
“Mamma Mia!” with music
by Benny Andersson and
Bjorn Ulvaeus of the Swed-
ish musical group ABBA,
some songs with Stig An-
derson, and book by Cath-
erine Johnson, originally
conceived by Judy Craymer.

Performances will be
7:30 p.m. Friday, March 22;
7:30 p.m., Saturday, March
23; and 2:30 p.m. Sunday,
March 24 in the Mendota
High School Auditorium.

“Mamma Mia!” takes
place on a fictional Greek is-
land, where Sophie dreams of
her upcoming wedding with
her father giving her away.
The only thing is, she doesn’t
know who her father is! Her
mother Donnadoesn’twantto
talk about the past, so Sophie
secretly invites three potential
men who could be her father.
When all three men come to
the island for the wedding,
Donna, former lead singer of
the 1970s pop group Donna
and the Dynamos, is sent into
a tailspin with her former

Castmembers go through rehearsalin preparation for Mendota High School production
of “Mamma Mia!” to be presented March 22-24. (Photo contributed)

back-up singers and best
friends supporting her. Told
through the crowd-pleasing
music of ABBA, Mamma
Mia! will have audiences

dancing in their seats.
Seating is assigned. For
tickets, go online at www.
showtix4u.com/event-de-
tails/82093. Tickets are $12

with a small service fee. For
more information, contact
James Younger atjyounger@
mendotahs.org or 815-539-
7446.

Utilities file slimmed-down spending plans

 Consumers likely to pay more each month for infrastructure improvements

By ANDREW ADAMS
Capitol News lllinois

CHICAGO — State regulators
are once again considering massive
electric utility spending plans that
would affect the state’s climate goals
—and 5.4 million electric customers’
monthly bills — after rejecting previ-
ous versions late last year.

The Illinois Commerce Commis-
sion forced the state’s two major
electric utilities, Commonwealth
Edison and Ameren Illinois, back
to the drawing board in December
when it rejected the companies’
multi-year grid plans on a 4-1 vote.
Therare splitdecision cited a lack of
transparency and unclear benefits to

customers among other reasons for
the rejection.

The plans — products of the
state’s Climate and Equitable Jobs
Act — propose billions of dollars in
spendingandlay
out the compa-
nies’ plans for
supporting the
state’s climate
goals, including
the transition
away from greenhouse gas emitting
energy generation over the next 20
years. The ICC is now reviewing the
plans in a process likely to last the
rest of the year.

Consumer advocates who cheered

on the ICC’s decision to limit rate
increases last year say they’re also
reviewing the plans, which propose
less spending than the ones that were
rejected last year.

ComkEd is asking for $7.6 billion
in spending on grid improvements,
a 10.7 percent decrease from their
rejected plan. Ameren is seeking
$1.88 billion in capital spending,
about a 15.7 percent decrease from
its previous request. The plans also
include the companies’ operational
spending, which would be similar to
current levels.

See Utilities, Page A5

together to help us.”

Mendota Museum & Historical Soc1ety honors first 30 years, building for next 30 years

J Alex Revzan takes over as new director

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA — When
Bryon Walters was voted in
as president of the Mendota
Museum & Historical Soci-
ety in November 2022, he
wanted to make a difference
and help the organization
Srow.

Fruits of labor from Wal-
ters and the 14-member
board of directors are offi-
cially showing as they’re
honoring the first 30 years of
the society and building for
the next 30 years with new
hires, purchasing buildings
at 907 and 909 Washington
Street, and overall expan-
sion.

“We want to be more
community involved and get
members of the community

who love history and are
looking for an outlet to find
out about history or share the
history they know about,”
said Walters, who has been
involved with the society
since 2007. “One of our
prime goals is to get more
youth involved. Generally,
it’sanelderly passion, hobby,
and pursuit.

“Our first 30 years have
been tremendous and we’re
building for the next 30
years. We’ve had a ton of
great supporters and most
ofthat generation has passed
away. Now, we have to think
hard on how we approach
the next 30 years, the new
millennium, new technology,
new way of reaching people,
and the new way of exposing
what the museum has for our

TR,

Mendota Museum

& Hi

1storical Soc1ety

Alex Revzan, left, is the new Mendota Museum & Histor-
ical Society Director. He is working with the organization
president Bryon Walters and the 14-member board of
directors (Reporter photo by Brandon LaChance)

society and our community.”

Assisting Walters with
the expansion and the push
for the next 30 years is Alex
Revzan, who was hired Nov.

1,2023, as the director of the
museum and society.
Although he is new to
the position, he has been
involved with the organiza-

tion before when he interned
during graduate school at
Northern Illinois University
in 2012-14.

“We have a very large
footprint with the Hume Car-
negie Museum, the Union
Depot Railroad Museum,
and the Breaking the Prai-
rie,” said Revzan, who has a
bachelor’s degree in history,
a master’s degree in public
history, and worked at the
Drichaus Museum in Chi-
cago for five years before
consultant and freelance
work. “We have excellent
collections. It’s very compre-
hensive. It’s fun to be able to
leverage the collections and
tell the stories. That’s our
job to do.

“I’d like to help the Men-
dota Museum & Historical
Society grow. We’ve grown
physically with the new

building, and I think we need
to identify some funding op-
portunities so we can really
do compelling programs and
exhibitions.

“That’s the big thing. It’s
one thing to have the collec-
tions, but we need to share
them with the community.
Everyplacehasastorytotell.
There is history everywhere.
Itmaynotbeonagrandscale,
but it’s important to people
here and it’s important to
share what we have.”

Walters thinks Revzan is
the exact person the museum
and society needed to help it
prosper.

“Finding a director was
a long, hard search. We
can’t afford compensation
packages like a lot of larger

See Museum, Page A5
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Northbrook School’s February Students of the Month

Eighth grade, left to right, Samantha Tunk, Hayden
Cunefare, Julian Valencia, Danny Morano

Seventh grade, left to right, Emmanuel Guzman, Damyen

Montoya, Livi Perrman, Kylee Bonnell

Sixth grade, left to right, Delaney Tucker, Lydia Rinaldo,

Billy Bromenschenkel, Dominic Gonzalez

Antonio Arteaga, Daniel Price, Isabella Ramos

about makeup.

eighth grade.

538-5142 to register.

Girl talk with the experts

MENDOTA - Graves-Hume Public Library is hosting
avery important and informative program, Girl Talk with
the Experts, sponsored by Mendota’s Expressions Salon.

Join nurse Amanda Atherton and bilingual nurse
Marci Lemus at 6 p.m. Tuesday, March 26 to discuss
what to expect as a pre-teen, and talk with the experts

This program is for young ladies in fourth through

Registration is required. Library programs are open
to all and no library card is required. Please call 815-

HSTP Regional Transportation Meeting to
take place Friday, March 22 in Dixon

DIXON-ThenextHuman
Services Transportation Plan
(HSTP) Regional Transporta-
tion Committee Meeting for
Region 3 (Bureau, DeKalb,
Grundy, Kendall, LaSalle,
Lee, Ogle, and Putnam coun-
ties) will be held at 10 a.m.
Friday, March 22, at Kreider
Services, 500 Anchor Road,
Dixon.

Human service organiza-
tions with an interest in public
transportation are strongly
encouraged to attend, as well
as anyone interested in pub-
lic transit. If you would like
further information, please
contact via email: hstp@
ncicg.org or call us at (815)
433-5830.

Therewillbereservedtime

slots available for public com-
ment via Zoom for anyone not
able to attend the meeting in
person between 10:15-10:30
a.m. If you would like to par-
ticipate in public comment via
Zoom during that time frame,
call (815)433-5830toreserve
your time slot.

HSTP identifies transpor-
tation needs and develops
solutions to improve trans-
portation services for the
general public. An emphasis
is placed on seniors, people
with disabilities, individuals
with lower incomes, and vet-
erans. For more information
about NCICG, HSTP, or if
special accommodations are
needed, please contact Connor
Schwinn at (815) 433-5830.

-
Blackstone School Report

Stacy Kelly, Principal

~

There was lots of green and gold on
Friday at Blackstone for St. Patrick’s
Day. The students enjoyed some fun
activities and we even had a couple of
leprechauns visit some of our class-
rooms. Mrs. Reuter and Miss Wilhelm’s
students each created leprechaun traps
in hopes of catching a leprechaun. Their
inventions were so creative!

aaa

Trimester 2 report cards recently

went home with all students. The re-

.

port cards showed academic and social
progress thus far in the school year.
Parents need to sign the report card
envelope and return it to school. The
papers inside can stay at home. Parents
should reach out to their child’s teacher
if they have any questions.
| [

The students nominated for the prin-
cipal award this week included Colton
Longmire, Alex Hougas, Harvey Rob-
ison, Pablo Mendez, Waylon Brewer,

Leonel Orozco, Cainan Sellers and
Cian Sheppard. The winners were Mila
Gunn, William Colin, Natalie Bodie and
Lainey Ramer. Congratulations
to all of you!
[ ]

Spring pictures with Inter-State Stu-
dios are scheduled for Tuesday, March
26. Order information went home with
all students. Parents can either return
the order envelope or order online at
www.inter-state.com/order and use

code 85395BA if they would like to
purchase pictures. Inter-State will not
photograph all students like they do in
the fall. They will only take pictures
of those students that order pictures
ahead of time.
QaQ

Spring break is approaching. There
will be no school for students and staff
on March 29-April 7. School will re-
sume on Monday, April 8.

J

MARCH INTO SPRING
WITH THE BEST SAVINGS YET!

$50 VISA GIFT CARD

Upon completion of appointment

© LIFETIME NO-CLOG
WARRANTY

© MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY

FOR YOUR HOME

© THE ONLY ONE-PIECE
SEAMLESS DEBRIS

SHEDDING GUTTER SYSTEM.

© SCRATCHGUARD®
PAINT FINISH

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own
your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

*Al participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive |
a 50 Visa gift card. Retail value is §50. Offer sponsored by Leafguard Holdings Inc. Limit one per
household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for
homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able
to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or
affiliated companies ar entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company
in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift
may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal
or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United
States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other
promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to
reservation. Except in the states of MD, NY and DC, where the gift card offer is limited to 525. Offer not

available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 3/31/24.

15% OFF TOTAL PURCHASE*

Does not include cost of materials

Call Today for Your
FREE Estimate!

815-673-7216

HOUSEKEEPING
* v

LeafGdard=
18

YEARS BACKED
BY THE SEAL

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

NORTH AMERICA'S

“ Selllng Walk-InTub

Featuring our Free Shower Package

4G

e

[

Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

Now you can finally have all
of the soothing benefits of a
relaxing warm bath, or enjoy
a convenient refreshing shower
while seated or standing

with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s
FREE Shower Package!

 First walk-in tub available with
a customizable shower

v Fixed rainfall shower head is
adjustable for your height and pivots
to offer a seated shower option

+ High-quality tub complete
with a comprehensive lifetime
warranty on the entire tub

 Top-of-the-line installation
and service, all included at one
low, affordable price

Now you can have the best of
both warfdsrthere isn’t a better,
more aﬁbrdal)le walk-in tub!

 FREE SHOWER |
 PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Call Toll-Free 815-267-0149

e R safestep

i With purchass of 3 new Safe Step Walk-in Tub. Not
1 applicable with any previous walk-n fub purchass,

Offer available while supplias iast. Mo cash value.  :
Must presant offer at time of purchase.

1-815-267-0149

FINANCING
AVAILABLE
WITH APPROVED
CREDIT

CSLE 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445 13VH11096000
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Compeer Financial awards $190,000 in general use grants; LaSalle County included

SUN PRAIRIE, Wis. —
Compeer Financial’s Fund for
Rural America, the Farm Credit
cooperative’s giving program,
has awarded 34 General Use
Grants, totaling $190,975.

General Use Grants fund
initiatives and organizations
whose work enriches ag-
riculture and rural Amer-
ica, aligning with Com-
peer Financial’s mission.
These grants will directly

STEAM Irish Quartet performi

PRINCETON - The
Princeton Theater Group/
Festival 56 will present
the STEAM Irish Quartet
in performance at 7:30
p.m. Saturday, March 30
at the Grace Theater, 316
S. Main St., Princeton.
Tickets are $25, avail-
able online at festival56.
com, by contacting the
box office at boxoffice@
festival56.com or leaving
a message at 815-879-
5656, or at the door.
This program is partially
supported by a grant from
the Illinois Arts Council
Agency through federal
funds provided by the
National Endowment for
the Arts.

The STEAM quartet
takes its name and inspira-
tion from Chicago native
(by way of Doolin, County
Clare) John Williams’s
2001 ground-breaking
album of the same name,
a dynamic blend of tra-
ditional Irish and Celtic
melodies with modern
rhythmic ideas and chord
structures. STEAM car-
ries this forward even
further, exploring the
themes passed down to
John from a family deeply
rooted in Irish traditional
music and Irish dance by
incorporating musicians
with backgrounds in the
classical and jazz genres.

impact the lives of 594,000
people, with one quarter ofthe
funding havingadirectimpact
on farmers across the grant’s
categories of education, envi-
ronment, technology or qual-
ity of life. In addition, half of
the grants will supportrural vi-
tality through educational ex-
periences or local healthcare.
This is the twelfth cycle of
the grant, which has awarded
more than $2.5 million and

impacted the lives of over six
millionpeoplesinceinception.
The Fund will offer this grant
again in May 2024 to provide
funding for summer 2024.
“The Fund is proud to
provide support to the com-
munities in which our team
members live and work,” said
Karen Schieler, senior corpo-
rate giving specialist at Com-
peer Financial. “The General
Use Grants directly contribute

to the health and vibrancy of
rural America. These innova-
tive ideas and work make a
lasting difference.”

The 34 organizations
receiving support from the
General Use Grant Program
throughout Illinois, Minne-
sotaand Wisconsin, include:

Hlinois

Farmers Rising: live-
stock handling and corral
system for regenerative

ng in Princeton’s Grace Theater March 30

(s o/

STEAM Irish Quartet members, left to right, are Jeff Lindblade, Katie Grennan, John

Williams, and Steve Morrow. The group will perform March 30 in Princeton.

STEAM is comprised
of John Williams (con-
certina, flute, button ac-
cordion), Katie Brennan
(fiddle), Steve Morrow
(bodhran), and Jeff Lind-
blade (guitar, uilleann
pipes, Irish flute, tin
whistle, as well as vocals).

John Williams is inter-
nationally regarded as one
of the foremost players of
Irish music today.

Grennan’s traditional
fiddle playing carries the
articulation of a gifted
classical musician tem-

pered by the soul of a
champion Irish dancer.

Morrow brings genre
bending, multi-instru-
mental experience to the
bodhran (Irish drum) as
he blends modern and tra-
ditional rhythms into the
heartbeat and backbone
of his music.

Lindblade is a multi-in-
strumental performer
(guitar, uilleann pipes,
Irish flute, tin whistle) and
vocalist with a passion for
traditional and contempo-
rary Irish music.

Upcoming spring
events for the Princeton
Theater Group include
two different shows by the
Chicago vocal trio Girls
Like Us on Thursday,
April 11, and Friday, April
12, and return appearanc-
es by David Casas Magic
on Saturday, April 27, and
John “Elvis” Lyons and
the Jailhouse Hound Dogs
band on Saturday, June
8. Tickets and additional
information is available
at festival56.com.

livestock incubator and ed-
ucation farm

LaSalle County Farm
Bureau Foundation: Take-
n-Make agriculture kits

Monmouth College:
Rural education initiatives
educational farm curriculum
equipment

Northern Illinois Food
Bank: distribution center
improvement

Quincy Children’s Mu-

seum: outreach experience
for hands-on programming

River Bend Food Res-
ervoir: pallet wrap machine
for safe food transportation

Two Rivers Council
Foundation: additional stor-
age capacity at food pantry

Western Illinois Uni-
versity School of Agricul-
ture: Feeding Home First
snack bags and agriculture
education

and a drink.

under five are freee.

Fish Fry Supper at LaMoille

Lions Club Friday, March 22
LaMOILLE —The LaMoille Lions Club is hosting

apublic Fish Fry Supper from 4-7 p.m. Friday, March

22 at the Lions Club located at 308 Howard Street.
The meal contains cod, coleslaw, potato, dessert,

Adults are $24, children (6-12) are $7, and children

day, March 25.

grade. Space is limited.

815-538-5142 to register.

Iron Chef Pizza Edition for tweens

MENDOTA — Graves-Hume Public Library will
host Tweens Iron Chef: Pizza Edition at 6 p.m. Mon-

Each group of chefs will be given a bag of ingre-
dients to cook up something delicious to be judged by
presentation, creativity, and edibility.

This program is open to kids in fifth through eighth

Please register for this event. Library programs are
open to all and no library card is required. Please call

LaSALLE — Stage
212 in LaSalle will be
celebrating World The-
atre Day on Wednesday,
March 27 at 7 p.m. with
an evening of karaoke —
“Readers Theater Kara-
oke,” that is. Actors will
take turns reading from
short skits and scenes in a
karaoke style—absolutely

Stage 212 to present
“Readers Theatre Karoke”

no singing involved.
“Readers Theater Ka-
raoke” is an excellent
opportunity to enjoy the
fun of playing on stage
without the commitment
of being in a full produc-
tion. Attendees are invited
to observe or participate,
andallage groups are wel-
come for this free event.

Today’s Lesson:

Newspapers in

Creating a Better Home
Loan Experience!
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Earnest L. Serr 2=

WACO, Texas — On March 7,
2024, during yet another of several
recent hospital visits for a variety
of age-related conditions, Earnest
Larue Serr, 92, finally received his
long-awaited call from God to join
his beloved late wife Beverly in
heaven.

There will be amemorial celebra-
tion of both Ernie and Beverly Serr’s
lives at 11 a.m., on their anniversary,
June 10,2024, (they celebrated their
65th and last one together in 2021), at Clarion Lutheran
Church, between Mendota and La Moille, after which their
remains will be interred in the Clarion cemetery immediately
behind the church, where they purchased a plot and marker
years ago, adjacent to those unused portions of the cemetery
that were the scene also of many hundreds of hours of Ernie
pitching baseballs to his young son.

Ernie was born Aug 6, 1931, on a farm in Botkins, Ohio,
to Otto Serr and Sophia (Metz) Serr. He was a bit of a mir-
acle baby (or at least a surprise), as his parents were 50 and
48 at the time of his birth. Ernie was the youngest of their
eight children.

Raised in a strict but loving God-fearing home, ruled over
by his mother, Ernie attended grade school and high school in
Botkins and then finished high school in Wapakoneta, Ohio,
where his parents moved after leaving the farm. He picked
up German, as it was frequently spoken in his home, and
he continued speaking German to anyone who would listen
throughout his life and even in his final elder care facility.
He also reminded nearly everyone he knew that he went to
Wapakoneta High School with Neil Armstrong, the astronaut
who became the first man on the moon.

Ernie started college at Bowling Green State University
(he often told of hitchhiking to and from school), but finished
at Capital University in Columbus, Ohio, where he played
varsity baseball. He decided to go into the ministry, so he
stayed at Capital after graduation to enter the Trinity Lutheran
Seminary there. That decision not only set him on his career
path but resulted in him meeting the love of his life, Beverly
Wenzel, an Illinois farm girl who chose to attend Capital
University to become a schoolteacher.

In pursuit of his seminary degree, Ernie did his internship
at Grace Lutheran Church in downtown San Antonio, Texas.
He married Beverly in Peru, on June 10, 1956, and, after Ernie
completed his final year at seminary, they moved to Newport,
R.I., where Ernie attended the Naval Chaplaincy School. He
had a profound respect for the Navy as a result of two of his
older brothers serving in the Navy during World War I1. His
dream of being a Navy chaplain was deferred, and he was
put on reserve duty status, as his superiors decided he was
perhaps a bit too outspoken to be an ideal fit for military life.
Indeed, nobody who has ever gotten to know Ernie would
regard him as a sure bet to unflinchingly follow orders and
keep his opinions about those orders to himself.

Instead of military chaplaincy, God put Ernie on the path
to parish ministry and he was ordained on July 28, 1957.
The opportunity to be close to Beverly’s family in Illinois
led to Ernie’s first ministry at St. John’s Lutheran Church in
Cullom, IlI., a small farming community about an hour south
of Chicago. During his five years serving in Cullom, Ernie
and Beverly made many lifetime friends, and welcomed a
son, Brian, their only child, born on Dec. 16, 1958.

Ernie’s next church was a two-point parish in the small
town of Schapville, Ill., (a sign on the gravel road leading
into the community proudly proclaimed it the home of “49
people, 52 dogs”). He served there nearly three years and
once again he and Beverly formed lifetime friendships over
late night coffee and card games.

J cHoosING A [
1 MEMORIAL IS |
NO TIME TO
SETTLE FOR
IMPERFECTION

WE TAKE QUALITY AND
WORKMANSHIP VERY
SERIOUSLY. WE’RE NOT
SURPRISED WHEN OUR
CUSTOMERS DO TOO.
AFTER ALL, WHEN
CHOOSING THE MOST
PERMANENT THING
YOU’LL EVER BUY, IT’S
ONLY NATURAL TO
DEMAND PERFECTION.
AND WHEN YOU DEAL
WITH US, IT’S ONLY
NATURAL TO RECEIVE IT.|
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Ernie’s third parish, where he would serve from 1965-
1981, was Zion Lutheran Church of Clarion Township, arural
church between two small agriculturally-oriented towns in
north central Illinois— Mendota, the self-proclaimed “Sweet
Corn Capital of the World,” where Brian attended school
from first grade through high school; and LaMoille, where
Beverly taught kindergarten for over 25 years. Again, life-
long friendships were formed both within Clarion Lutheran
and the nearby communities.

In 1981, Ernie left the parish ministry and became the
Chaplain and Administrator of Mendota Lutheran Home, a
highly-regarded nursing home, where he served for 14 years
prior to his 1995 retirement. Even in retirement he continued
to serve the church, first as an interim pastor for St. Matthew
Lutheran in Princeton, and later for many years as a fill-in
pastor for a number of Texas hill country churches, as well
as St. Paul Lutheran in Crawford. He also officiated the
Nov. 13, 1993, wedding of his son to Kathy Ann George,
the ceremony held in Baylor’s Armstrong-Browning Library.

Ernie and Bev moved to the rural Boerne, Texas, com-
munity in 1999, shortly after becoming grandparents to their
first Texas granddaughter, Grace, who was later joined by
their other two granddaughters, Olivia and Sophia. Their
home was a welcoming place for Brian’s family for 20 years
until moving to Waco in 2019, where they lived together at
The Delaney senior living facility until Beverly’s death on
Nov. 17, 2021.

During his time in Texas, Ernie became a big fan of Baylor
University sports (Brian and his wife Kathy are long-time
employees of Baylor Law School). Ernie attended dozens of
Baylor football and basketball games over the years. Ernie
and Brian drove to Indianapolis to watch the 2005 Women’s
Final Four, where Baylor won its first basketball national
championship. During Ernie’s last days in the hospital, his
doctors reported that he would not let anyone take off his
Baylor Bears cap.

Ernie loved the Lord, loved his family, loved his friends
(and he made them easily; he could meet someone in a
foreign airport and, within 15 minutes, have exchanged
mutual invitations to visit “if you are ever in - - - -), and he
loved sports and travel. He handed down his love of sports
and travel to his son, who in turn sought to hand it down to
Ernie’s granddaughters. Ernie and Bev traveled to their 50th
state when they accompanied Brian’s family to Hawaii; and
they made repeated trips to Europe, especially to Germany,
Austria, and Slovakia, visiting relatives or good friends in
all those places. Ernie and Beverly also traveled with Brian’s
family on multiple trips to the Pacific Northwest, Disney
World, and the Texas coast.

Ernie had a quick sense of humor, and he liked to tease,
never out of hostility but always out of a true and loving
interest in others. He teased friend and relative, young and
old, from small children to centenarians. He used humor
and friendliness in pursuit of establishing those close and
trusting relationships necessary to becoming an effective
minister, teacher, counselor, coach, and family role model.
As his health declined (and as news spread of his passing),
there were many who noted the influence he had in their
lives — those he ministered to in his congregations, those he
worked with in nursing home administration, those he taught
in catechism classes, those he counseled at critical points in
their lives, those he coached in youth baseball leagues, and
those he loved and supported within his extended family.

Ernie often commented about long obituaries in a way that
suggested he was not a fan of them (sorry, dad — you should
have stuck around a while longer and written it yourself).
His “issue” with them was their tendency to treat God’s
blessings as personal accomplishments, thereby putting the
focus too much on the person and not enough on the Lord.
Ultimately, according to “Ernie-think,” all earthly things and

accomplishments will pass away and count for little; and in
the end, either there is Christ or there is nothing.

Ernie is survived by his son, Brian Serr, and his daugh-
ter-in-law, Kathy (George) Serr, and by his beloved grand-
daughters, Grace Serr, Olivia Serr, and Sophia Serr. Ernie
and Beverly’s move to Texas meant that they were able to
play a significant and influential role in their granddaugh-
ters’ lives. On their visits to their grandparents’ home, Ernie
loved to put them in a wagon, attach the wagon to his small
lawn tractor, and pull them around his yard and through the
neighborhood. And he joyously watched his granddaughters’
various sporting events on visits to their home. (He never
forgot watching one of his granddaughters hit six three-point
shots in a single game, and once loudly remarked from the
bleachers that “she’s the best player out there” as he watched
another of his granddaughters play as a second grader on the
fourth-grade volleyball team). He served as a mentor to Grace
as she completed her catechism classes, took Olivia along
hundreds of times when he went to town running errands,
and traveled to Guangzhou, China, to welcome Sophia to the
family and help with the return home.

Ernie was preceded in death by his wife, Beverly (whom
he has desperately missed and longed to join in heaven since
her passing); by his sisters, Leona (and husband Gilbert)
Schumann, Margaret Serr (who died as ateenager), and Hulda
Serr (who died as a child); and his brothers, Herman (and
wife Katherine) Serr, Edison (and Rosemary) Serr, Willis (and
Ruth) Serr, and Carl (and Phyllis) Serr. Though Ernie lived
most of his adult life in Illinois and Texas, he always made
time for his siblings’ families in Ohio, attending dozens of
reunions, and numerous weddings of his many nieces and
nephews (and great-nieces and nephews), occasionally offici-
ating or otherwise participating in their wedding ceremonies.
He played a similar role with his Illinois nieces and nephews
from Beverly’s side of the family, smaller in number but
closer in proximity, resulting in hundreds of family events
and holidays together, during which he became a major part
of their lives. He was also preceded in death by his parents,
Otto Serr and Sophia (Metz) Serr; and by Beverly’s parents,
Harold, and Laura (Schlesinger) Wenzel, all of whom he
loved and respected.

Memorials in honor of Ernie may be made to Lutheran
World Relief or to Shepherd’s Way (a Wichita, Kan.-based
ministry dedicated to launching adults with disabilities into
independent, community-engaged, and purpose-driven lives).
The family would like to express thanks and appreciation to
all those caregivers (especially those at The Delaney, The
Blake, and Providence and Hillcrest hospitals) who provided
assistance to Ernie in the last two-and-a-halfyears of his life.

The family invites you to leave a message or memory on
Ernie’s “Tribute Wall” at www.WHBfamily.com.

Please see more
obituaries on Page A7.

DEATH NOTICES

The Mendota Reporter will print DEATH NO-
TICES (approximately 50 words including name,
age, date of death, time/date of services) free of
charge. OBITUARIES will be printed at a cost of
$100 to be billed to the arranging funeral home
or prepaid with cash, check or credit card. Please
submit obituaries or death notices to editor@men-
dotareporter.com.

Wasmer

FUNERAL HOME
Celebration-Of-Life-Center

If you know where
this scene is located in
Mendota, write the answer
briefly and concisely on a
slip of paper and drop it off
or mail it to The Mendota
Reporter Office. All entries
must be received no later
than noon on Monday.
One correct answer will be
drawn each week. Prizes
must be picked up at the
Mendota Reporter Office.

THEN YOU CAN WIN!

The winner will receive:
$10°° MENDOTA BUCKS
To spend at any Mendota Chamber
of Commerce member.

Brought to you each week by:

SETCHELL
AGENCY, LTD.

618 6th Street * Mendota, IL 61342

815-539-9311

HEAR === 28

815-626-3220

Sterling Hearing Aid Center
Latest Digital Technology * Maintenance & Repair
Friendly Service ¢ Experienced Staff

MENDOTA CIVIC CENTER
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9:30 am-1pm
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1st Presbyterian
Church holding
Easter Egg Hunt

MENDOTA - First Pres-
byterian Church in Mendota
is holding an Easter Egg
Hunt at 10:30 a.m. Saturday,
March 30. The church is
located at 1003 Fifth St. The
event is open to the public.

There will be a drawing
for five Easter meal baskets.
Each basket will contain
enough for four individuals.
There will be 8-10 eggs with
a drawing ticket and the
tickets will be placed in a
bag with five to be selected
to win the meal baskets. One
basket per family.

LaSalle County
courts awarded
sizeable grant
for technology

OTTAWA - LaSalle
County Circuit Clerk Greg
Vaccaro has announced
that the Illinois Supreme
Court has awarded a Court
Technology Moderniza-
tion grant in the amount
of $992,465.74 to the La-
Salle County courts. The
purpose of the grant is to
upgrade technology and
related support systems for
the operations of the LaSalle
County courts.

The grant will allow the
purchase of equipment,
software, digitizing of files
and implementation ofan Al
web chatbot. The Al chatbot
will address consumers’
needs, offer multi-language
support and gets smarter
with every use. The Al
chatbot is a powerful tool
and will be beneficial to
all users. LaSalle County
will be a leader in using a
multi-language kiosk with
extensive capabilities to
assist the general public.

Vaccaro said, “Byreceiv-
ing this grant, this will help
offset the taxpayer dollars
to keep the LaSalle County
courts technologically ad-
vanced. We are fortunate to
have received this funding
from the Illinois Supreme
Court.”

Museum

Continued from Page A1

municipalities can,” Walters
said. “We are very fortunate
to have Alex be interested
in the position. Hopefully
we’re making it beneficial
and pleasing for him to be
here. We want him to be here
for the long haul.

“I’ve liked him since I
met him. He’s very even
tempered and low key. He
has a sound mind and an
educational background.
He’s been very enjoyable to
work with and we’ve gotten
alotaccomplished since he’s
been on board.”

Since Revzan has come
aboard, he has helped for a
five-year strategic plan, ad-
justed the society’s bylaws,
constructed an organization
chart and a new collections
program, and created a more
professional outlook to the
society.

A new director fits with a
new building as the Mendota
Museum & National Histor-
ical Society has purchased
the former Pell building at
907 Washington St. and the
former Walter Bros. building
at 909 Washington St.

The latter will be used
as a society headquarters,
officearea, visitor’s greeting
area, collection drop off,
office personnel, archival
and collections work, gene-
alogy, and workshop, while
907 will be used as a public
space for programs and to
get the best use of its large
conference room.

“We’re bursting at the
seams with a building in
Compton, a storage unit, the
three museums, and upstairs
storage space downtown
filled to the brim of our
collections and artifacts,”
Walters said. “The new
building allows us to limit
the scattering and condense
to one building, one roof.”

Utilities

Continued from Page A1

Along withthe grid plans,
thetwo utilities are also filing
rate plans to formalize the
changes to customer rates
and lay out some unrelated
expenses.

In December, because
the ICC lacks the authori-
ty to reject rate plans, the
commission amended the
utilities’ original filings and
only approved the portion
of the proposed changes to
customer rates that didn’t
involve grid spending. In a
move praised by consumer
advocates, the ICC tamped
down the companies’ pro-
posed profit margins from a
10.5 percent return on equity
to below 9 percent for both
companies.

“We heard the Commis-
sioners’ concerns and have
worked diligently these past
three months to create a plan
that is responsive to their
feedback while positioning
ComEd to help the state
achieve its clean energy and
equity goals,” ComEd Presi-
dentand CEO Gil Quiniones
said in a news release.

In its latest ICC filing,
ComEdis proposing increas-
ingresidential customer bills
by an average of $3.74 per
month next year, with small-
er increases in subsequent
years. By 2027, the average
residential customer could
be paying about $92 more
per year than they would be
otherwise.

Ameren, which serves
about 1.2 million electric
customers, has not filed its
rate plan. But based on the
company’s grid plan, rates
are likely be considerably
lower than in their original
filings, which would have
raised annual residential
costs by between $200 and
$400 depending on electric
use, according to public
notices published early last
year.

The updated filings, ac-
cording to Environmental
Law & Policy Center senior
attorney Brad Klein, are a
“major, major milestone” to
getting utilities on track to
support state climate goals.

The types of projects out-
lined inthe company’s filings
include plans related to solar
energy, electric vehicles,
battery storage, automating
electricity distribution and
making infrastructure more
resilient to the impacts of
climate change.

FINANCIAL +

Klein noted he sees some
efforts outlined in the plan
as beneficial but hard to
quantify, such as equitable
access to solar energy. Other
projects, like proposed up-
grades to ComEd’s internet
connections, might need to
be scaled down to make the
plans more affordable for
consumers, he said.

“These all look like good
projects, but there’s an over-
all costatthe end of the day,”
Klein said.

In December, ICC Chair
Doug Scott said the com-
mission “cannot determine”
if ComEd’s original plan
was cost effective based on
the information contained in
the plans, later echoing the
finding for Ameren’s plan
as well.

The commission found
the original plans lacked
sufficient evidence that they
would benefit low-income
and traditionally disadvan-
taged communities — a re-
quirement of CEJA—and that
the plans didn’t demonstrate
how the utilities would keep
monthly bills affordable.

Both utilities explicitly
responded to those criti-
cisms in their revised filings,
including more in-depth
calculations that suggest
most of the benefits of grid
modernization and clean
energy will go toward his-
torically disadvantaged and
low-income communities.

Since December, utilities
have reworked the math they
used to demonstrate their
plans’ benefits and scaled
back some spending.

“That has led to real sav-
ings,” Klein said.

One of the major themes
of Ameren’s revisions, ac-
cording to Ameren’s vice
president for regulatory
policy Matthew Tomc, is
lowering the rate of capital
spending. He said that was
inresponse to feedback from
advocates and the ICC’s
December decision.

“We really see the ap-
proval of this plan as critical
to providing reliable and
affordable service to our cus-
tomers as well as achieving
the clean energy objectives
of CEJA,” Tomc told Capitol
News Illinois.

But he noted while the
company reduced the spend-
ing in this plan by over $400
million, the projects that
were cut or reduced might
come back in future plans.

“Going forward, we’re

Fiﬁj

going to look to the potential
need to increase those invest-
ment levels,” Tomc said.

Consumer watchdogs are
still analyzing the full details
of the revised plans.

“That’s kind of what
we’re really curious to see
in the filing: Are the utilities
explaining what they did
originally and using different
terms or are they actually
changing what they’re do-
ing?” Sarah Moskowitz,
head of the consumer advo-
cacy group Citizens Utility
Board, told Capitol News
[linois.

While CUB lawyers had
not fully reviewed the filings
as of Friday, Moskowitz said
based on conversations she’s
had with utility officials, she
expects to support some of
therevisions to the grid plans.

“But there will remain
sticking points that we’ll
probably oppose,” Moskow-
itz said.

TheICCalsoadmonished
the companies in December
for failing to be transparent
in their planning process. In
response, both utilities held
meetings with community
members and advocacy
groups earlier this year.
Company officials also held
weekly meetings with each
other to discuss how to han-
dle revisions to their grid
plans.

This engagement strate-
gy, and the ICC’s rejection
ofearlier plans, was met with
praise from some of those
involved. Klein noted “the
process is working well.”

“I'think we’ve made aton
of progress,” he said.

Now, the ICC will con-
sider whether the companies’
arguments meet the require-
ments laid out in state law.
Regulators are expected to
issue a ruling in these cases
by the end of the year, after
hearing testimony from
consumerand environmental
advocates, as well as from
staff at the ICC and the Illi-
nois attorney general.

(Capitol News Illinois
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan
news service covering state
government. It is distributed
to hundreds of print and
broadcast outlets statewide.
1t is funded primarily by the
Illinois Press Foundation
and the Robert R. McCor-
mick Foundation, along with
major contributions from the
1llinois Broadcasters Foun-
dation and Southern Illinois
Editorial Association.)
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MPD finds 40 violations of

public nuisance ordinance

MENDOTA — The Mendota City Council handled
several items during its regular meeting on March 18.

Alderman Jay Miller called for a license committee
meeting to be held at 5 p.m. Monday, March 25 in the
council chambers.

Police Chief Greg Kellen presented the public nui-
sance report for March. Focusing mainly on residential
properties, he told the council that the department had
issued 40 violations so far during the month. The depart-
ment will next inspect commercial/business properties.

The city’s incinerator burn pit will open for the season
onMonday, April 1. Hours of operation are Monday from
3-6 p.m., Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. The burn pit is closed on Wednesday
and Sunday. The incinerator burn pit is located south of
Mendota near the sewage treatment plant.

Thenextregular meeting ofthe Mendota City Council
will be Monday, April 1 at 5:30 p.m.

Garage Sale time is here! ()

For best results, advertise l S

your sale in The Reporter. ||
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AFFORDABLE STORAGE UNITS

CLEAN, SECURE, &

Now Open In
Mendota!!

Check out our other locations!
Byron | Davis Junction | DeKalb | Mendota
Pingree Grove | Rochelle | Sycamore

(SIS 8526]

O FACEBOOK

907 Plaza Dr | Mendota
alstorage.squarespace.com

| Storage 1 8526
AlSEmes fasnes

Janko Realty & Development
Janko Realty currently has 1,2 and 3
bedroom and studio units
available for rent in Mendota.
Please check out our available
rentals and applications online at
www.jankorealty.propertyware.com
or call 815-830-4422.

=RUCTION

ALERT!

LARGE LIFETIME COLLECTION
ESTATE AUCTION

A Lifetime Collection From the Muhlach Estate to be Sold-LIVE
IN PERSON ONLY at the DOWNTOWN ON SITE LOCATION
of 604 8th St. (Old City Brick Building by RR Tracks) in Men-
dota, IL on:

SATURDAY, MARCH 23, 2024
TIME: 10:00 A.M.

View Listing & Photos on website: tumblesonauction.com
ADVERTISING & BOOKS, Several Federal Seed Signs; Adv.
Items-Mendota & Others; Adv. Boxes; Old Photos & Postcards;
Old History Books & Children’s Books; Old Yearbooks & More!
FURNITURE, PRIMITIVES, COLLECTIBLES & TOYS: Sev-
eral Stacking Bookcases; Cabinets; Photography Collectibles;
Clocks; Primitives; Fishing; Fossil Rocks; Various Older Toys &
Many More Items too Numerous to List!!!
MACHINES, TOOLS & RELATED ITEMS: Various Lathes;
Lg. Industrial Bench Grinder; Industrial Drill Press; Power Hack
Saw & MUCH MORE!!!
PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A LARGE QUALITY AUCTION w/
Many More Items too Numerous to LIST!!! The Building is Full
w/ Many Surprises!!
Next Auction Date will be on Saturday, April 13 at the
Same Location! Plan to Attend
ESTATE OF LEO A. MUHLACH & NORMA LEE
HOTCHKISS-MUHLACH, Mendota, IL
TT TUMBLESON AUCTION COMPANY, PRINCETON, IL
E-mail: ttauction@yahoo.com or Phone 815-872-1852

Auctioneers: TOM & MARY TUMBLESON/TIFFANY FOES
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What happens when Social Security
Trust Fund runs out of money?

By BRENTON SMITH
The Heartland Institute

The standard line about Social Security leads voters
to believe that even if Congress does nothing, the sys-
tem will continue to pay scheduled benefits for nearly
another decade. That is roughly the life expectancy of
someone turning 80 years old today.

For those of us who are 79 years old and younger,
the problem with the analysis is that Congress is not in
a position to do nothing as Social Security transitions
from private banker to creditor.

Overthenext 10 years, Congress will have torefinance
$2.7 trillion of debt held by the Social Security Trust
Fund, much to the chagrin of those who claim that the
Social Security Trust Fund doesn’t exist.

The media and so-called experts tend to view this
process as a seamless transition that will go unnoticed
by the public markets. The reality is that the government
will have to borrow more from the public markets at
uncertain rates as the Treasury competes with private
borrowers for cash. This likely means higher rates for
both the U.S. Treasury and for private businesses.

The relationship of Congress and the Social Secu-
rity Trust Fund dates back to the 1977 Social Security
Amendments, which increased taxes and reduced ben-
efit levels. The combined changes allowed the Social
Security system to grow into the largest customer of the
U.S. Treasury Department, buying nearly $3 trillion of
debt from the government from 1983 to today.

Thatpool of money largely insulated the government
from the reality of borrowing in the public markets. As
excess cash from Social Security flowed into government
securities, the borrowing cost of the government dropped
from 10.8 percent to 2.4 percent in 2023.

There is nothing illegal or unreasonable about this
relationship. What is unreasonable is for the public
to fail to acknowledge that the relationship between
Social Security and the government has changed, and
how those changes will affect the way the public pays
for government services.

From the mid-1980s to 2010, Social Security gener-
ated excess cash, which served to make spending easier
in Washington. Essentially, Social Security provided a
buffer between Congress and its profligate ways.

That stopped in 2010. For the next 11 years, the
program depended upon interest to pay the scheduled
benefits, meaning Social Security was a player on the
sidelines of government finance. The Social Security
Trust Fund basically allowed Congress to stand still while
the imbalances implied by the system continued to grow.

That buffer entirely evaporated in 2021. For the rest
of time, when the Social Security Trust Fund redeems
a bond for cash in order to pay the bills, the Treasury
Department must find a source of funds. The government
has two options: It can increase taxes in order to buy
the debt or sell new debt to a new lender.

The federal government is looking at unwinding 30
years of subsidized borrowing over arelatively short pe-
riod oftime. Americans should be paying close attention.

This refinancing burden arrives at the exact time
that Social Security is reducing its role as the nation’s
private banker. In short, the best customer of the U.S.
Treasury is about to become a direct competitor. If you
owned a shoe store, and your best client was leaving
you, it would be a worrisome event. The problem in
this case is exponentially larger because the best client
is leaving you so that he can open his own shoe store
next door to yours.

It would be wonderful if Congress could do nothing.

(Brenton Smith (think@heartland.org) is a policy
advisor with The Heartland Institute.)

Public Servants

UNITED STATES CONGRESS

Lauren Underwood (D), 14th District; Washington, D.C.
office: 1410 Longworth HOB, Washington, D.C. 20515,
telephone (202) 225-2976; Sandwich office: 207 E. Church
St., Unit F, Sandwich, IL 60548, telephone (630) 549-2190.

ILLINOIS SENATORS

Sue Rezin (R), 38th District; Peru office: 350 Fifth St.,
Suite 254, Peru, IL 61354, telephone (815) 220-8720, fax
(815) 220-8721; State Capitol office: 309J Capitol Building,
Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 782-3840, fax (217)
782-7818.

Win Stoller (R), 37th District; Dixon office: 121 E. First
St., Dixon, IL 61021, telephone (678) 575-3779; Peoria
office: 5415 University St., Suite 105, Peoria, IL 61614,
telephone (309) 693-4921; State Capitol office: Stratton
Office Building, A Section, Room C, Springfield, IL 62706,
telephone (217) 782-1942.

ILLINOIS REPRESENTATIVES

Bradley Fritts (R), 74th District; District office: 101 W.
First St., Suite 501, Dixon, IL 61021, telephone (815) 561-
3690; Springfield office: 221-N Stratton, Springfield, IL
62706, telephone (217) 782-0535; website www.repfritts.com

Ryan Spain (R), 73rd District; District office: 5407 N. Uni-
versity St., Arbor Hall, Suite B, Peoria, IL 61614, telephone
(309) 690-7373; Springfield office: 314 Capitol Building,
Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 782-8108.

Lance Yednock (D), 76th District; District office: 628
Columbus St., Suite 204, Ottawa, IL 61350, telephone (§815)
324-5055; e-mail staterepyednock@gmail.com; Springfield
telephone (217) 782-0140.
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Junior Woman’s Club Style Show — 1947

(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column
reprinted from March 19, 1997.)

By Jessica Nashold

The Junior Woman’s Club’s third
annual spring style show was a major
event. It was presented on March 11,
1947, in the high school auditorium
and featured 70 models, “from tots to
grandmothers.”

Garments were supplied by Yohn’s,
Westerman’s, Spurgeon’s and The
Toddler Shop.

Shoes came from Holdenrid’s, Barr’s
and Miller-Jones. Musical interludes
were solos by vocalist Daisy Salzman
and by Marilyn Ashley on alto sax. The
cornet trio of Joe Brady, Hugh Richard-
son and John Jackson also performed.

Merle Mayer, fashion reporter, de-
scribed the styles being modeled. The
“tiny tots” came first.

They wore fancy little dresses
and suits in pastel pink, blue
and yellow.

Next came suits, two-pieces dresses
and dresses with nailhead or braid trim.
Hats included “smart new felts with
plaid taffeta ribbon trim.” Sportswear
being show featured jackets, pedal
pushers and beach togs as well as a
“casual suit with Eisenhower jacket.”

Refreshments were served in the
cafeteria to all the participants after the
show. General chairmen were Mrs. Wil-
lard Austin and Mrs. Wayne Halboth.
Lois Blackwood was president of Junior
Woman’s Club in 1947.

skesksk

On March 15, 1947, Mendota High
School hosted the sectional speech and
drama tournament. Miss Hazel Payne
was in charge of drama and H. Herbert
Houston directed the competition in
speech. Twenty-one schools with 300-
400 students took part.

The MHS play, “Afraid of the Dark,”
advanced to state competition. It had
an all-boy cast. Lamar Brewbaker was
stage manager. Paula Stenger also took
her reading entry to state. Although
Mendota debaters failed to take a first
or second place, the teams received
“the highest ratings of any team par-
ticipating.”

Fully aware of the benefits to be
derived from inter-school rivalry, the
MHS board voted to allow school buses
to transport student activity groups to
out-of-town events.

Backtracks

&

Sidetracks

The board and superintendent

feel every good use should be

made ofthe equipment available.
skskok

It was in 1947 that the American
Berkshire Association expressed in-
terest in erecting an office building
on Waldorf property at the northwest
corner of Washington Street and 14th
Avenue. The building would be valued
at $35,000. A change in zoning from
residential to commercial would be
required. Although they did not object
to this building, people in the neighbor-
hood didn’twantto see the classification
changed. The Zoning Board of Appeals
suggested that a clause be inserted that
in the event American Berkshire dis-
continued use of the proposed building,
the zoning would revert to residential.
The subject became academic when
American Berkshire did not come to
Mendota.

skokok

The Mendota Woman’s Club marked
its 50th anniversary on March 17, 1947.
The club was founded on March 15,
1897. Club yearbooks were displayed
with the exception of 1906 and 1908,
when no books were assembled. The
first piece of birthday cake was served
to Mrs. Claude Radley, oldest living
president of the Mendota club. Mrs.
Harold Dean was president in 1947.

sokok

The Rev. Wilbert E. Hare, wife Isabel
and son Wilbert Jr. arrived in Mendota
the evening of Saturday, March 8, 1947,
and stayed in the Ellis Hotel. Rev. Hare
delivered his first sermon in the Pres-
byterian church on March 9.

The following day, household goods
arrived and the Hares moved into the
manse on Monday morning.

skskok

It was announced that Spare Stamp
No. 11 in ration books would be vali-
dated April 1, 1947, for 10 pounds of
sugar. [t would remain in effect through
Sept. 30.

skeskosk

The Men’s Club of the Methodist

church sponsored a paper drive to fund
the Boy Scout troop it was sponsoring.

Theboys need funds for activities

and for their camping trip this

summer.

John Edwards was scoutmaster.

sk

Lions welcomed Richard Phalen as
anew member when they met in March
1947 at Hattie Eckert’s. They began
considering a building of their own.

Because of good attendance,

it is difficult to find a place to

“meet and eat” large enough to

accommodate them.

The Lions Den was built out at the
fairgrounds laterin 1947. However, Mrs.
Eckert was retained to prepare meals.

sk

The Art Club at MHS was busily
engaged in producing four four-color
insert pages for each of the 375 Atod-
nems being printedin 1947. Asilk screen
process was utilized.

The Senior class promises its
Atodnem to be the best thus far.
skokesk

A full-page history of the H.D.
Hume Co. was published March 13,
1947. The company, which opened in
Mendota in January 1941 with a payroll
of three, now had 65 employees. The
presentation included pictures of men
at work. Mr. Hume told The Reporter,
when asked, that he had been invited to
come to Mendotain 1939 by Les Oester,
“a one-man chamber of commerce.”

In 1947, Mr. Hume received Patent
No. 2,413,373 for a device allowing
harvesting equipment to follow the
contour of the ground.

skksk

A bill was introduced in the state
legislature to provide $75,000 toward
flood control in Mendota. The work was
described as —

Whatever may be necessary for

protection from floods rising

in Mendota Creek, East Bend

Creek, First Creek and their

tributaries in or adjacent to the

city of Mendota.

Estimated cost of the work was
$100,000 and it was anticipated the
balance of $25,000 would be taken
care of locally, perhaps by a bond issue.

In 1943, when Mendota had received
four inches of rain in a half hour, dam-
age from flooding had been in excess
of $50,000.

No, illegal immigrants didn’t build America

By Rich Lowry

Joe Biden doesn’thave a problem with illegal immigrants.

He’s made that clear in his shame-faced retreat from his
impromptu use of the term “illegal” during his State of the
Union address. He regrets using the offending word, doesn’t
want to disrespect illegal immigrants and believes that they
are absolutely essential to the success of the United States.

“Look, they built the country,” Biden told Jonathan
Capehart of MSNBC. He added that they are “the reason
our economy is growing.”

Yes, where would America be without the essential con-
tribution made to its economic vigor by desperate people
crossing the border in violation of our laws? This is all very
revealing. Biden certainly sounds more like a president who
has had a largely open border rather than one who, as he’s
been insisting lately, wants to shut down the border if only
Republicans would pass the legislation he wants. Why, if
Biden’s correct, would we deny ourselves the benefits of
illegal labor?

It’s true thatillegal immigrants overwhelmingly work once
they get here; it’s why they come in the first place, after all.
But the idea that a fraction of all immigrants, whose numbers
have only drastically increased in the past couple of decades,
“built the country” is a ridiculous fabrication and a profound
insult to American workers, past and present.

Priorto today, the highest percentage of all the foreign-born
inthe U.S. population was 14.8%, around the turn of the 20th
century. Roughly one out of seven people obviously weren’t
responsible for the construction of America.

As forillegal immigrants specifically, they didn’t constitute
the majority of any job category in America as o 2018. Even
construction workers --involved in the literal building of the
country’s physical plant -- were 65% native-born.

Biden is exaggerating, too, when he suggests that the
economy is growing only because of illegal immigrants.
But it is true that legal and illegal immigrants have made an
outsized contribution to recent economic growth.

According to data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics,

which aren’t flawless but capture the big picture, the total
number of employed people in the U.S. increased by 2.3 mil-
lion between February 2020 and February 2024. Over those
four years, the foreign-born employment level increased by
3.3 million, whereas the level of native-born employment is
still down by a million.

Steve Camarota of the Center for Immigration Studies
estimates that roughly half of those immigrant jobs are going
to illegal immigrants.

Needless to say, this isn’t the political bragging point that
Biden might think. “Bidenomics -- it’s been great for immi-
grants regardless of legal status” is not a slogan the president
should want to use in a campaign against Donald Trump.

To attribute our economic growth to immigrants is to
ignore the contributions of the 85% of the country that is
native-born, and all its work, investment and spending.

The deeper problem is how the surge in immigrant labor
coincides with a decline in labor-force participation among
low-skilled Americans facing direct competition from the
foreign-born. A report by Steven Camarota notes that the
labor-force participation rate of native-born men without a
bachelor’s degree is 75.6%, still lower than the pre-pandemic
level of 76.3% in the fourth quarter of 2019, and lower than
in 2006 (80.5%) and 2000 (82.6%).

Constantly adding less-skilled immigrant workers to the
labor force may increase overall GDP, but it doesn’t make
the U.S. wealthier on a per capita basis, the more important
metric. According to a Congressional Budget Office analy-
sis, greater levels of immigration will increase GDP “by an
average of 0.2 percentage points a year from 2024 to 2034,
leaving real GDP roughly 2% larger in 2034 than it would be
otherwise.” On the other hand, real GDP per person “would
be 0.8% smaller.”

Biden gives no indication that he sees such trade-offs.
Who’d want fewer of the migrants “building our country”
when we can have constantly more?

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

() 2024 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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Dr. Richard L. Pommier

ARLINGTON-Dr. Richard Lou-
is “Dick” Pommier, 88, of Arlington,
passed away peacefully at home on
March 11, 2024.

Mass of Christian burial was at
10:30 a.m. Saturday, March 16,2024,
at St. Patrick’s Church in Arlington
with Rev. Gregory Jarzombek OSB
officiating. Visitation was at the
church on Saturday from 9 a.m. until
time of services. The Hurst Funeral
Home in Ladd is entrusted with his
funeral arrangements.

Richard was born on Sept. 9, 1935, in St. George, Il1., to
Leonel Joseph and Regina (Ruel) Pommier. He married Ruth
Mary McDonald on June 24, 1967.

He taught English and Latin at Hall High School for 15
years. He received a Master of Science in Education from
[llinois State University, a Master of Arts Degree from Uni-
versity of Notre Dame, and Doctor of Philosophy in Education
from Southern Illinois University.

Richard was a member of St. Patrick’s Church in Arling-
ton, a member of the Holy Name Society and a member of
St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception in Anna. He was a
reader and sang in the choir; he had a very beautiful voice.

Richard was an active member of the Knights of Colum-
bus, where he served as Grand Knight. He was very active
in church and community. He enjoyed painting and cooking.

Pallbearers will be Ryan Lindenmier, Jack Rooney, Paul
Rooney, Bruce Smith, Tom Smith, and Scott Finders.

Online condolences may be viewed and remembrances
shared at www.hurstfuneralhomes.com.

4 ™)
Keep up on the local news
with a subscription to
The Reporter. Call
815-539-9396 or
stop by our office
to get signed up.

Shirley A. Bogren

SPRINGFIELD — Shirley Ann
Bogren, 90, of Springfield, former-
ly of Bloomington and Mendota,
passed away on Wednesday, March
6, 2024, at The Bridge Care Suites,
Springfield.

A memorial service will be held
at 10a.m. Saturday, March 23,2024,
at Fairlawn Presbyterian Church,
Columbus, Ind. A private inurnment
will be at Garland Brook Cemetery,
Columbus, Ind. Cremation rites
have been accorded by Carmody-Flynn Funeral Home,
Bloomington.

She was born Oct. 1, 1933, in Erie, Pa., the daughter of
Arthur and Evelyn Marriner Durbin. She married Rev. Dr.
Thor Bogren Jr. on Aug. 29, 1959. He preceded her in death
on Sept. 27, 2001.

She is survived by a daughter, Kristin Bogren of Spring-
field and two nieces, Natalie (Tim) Matthewson of Ogilvie,
Minn. and Debra Dimmitt of Nashville, Tenn.

In addition to her husband, she was also preceded in
death by one son, Erik Bogren in 2022 and one sister, Joan
Durbin Dimmitt.

Shirley received her bachelor’s degree from Park College
in Parkville, Mo., and her master’s degree from the McCor-
mick Theological Seminary in Chicago.

She worked as a teacher in Minonk High School, then as
a substitute teacher for the junior high and high schools in
Mendota. As the family traveled with her husband’s work,
she became a teacher’s aide at the Heyworth grade school
and last worked as a lifeguard and swimming instructor in
Greensburg, Ind.

Shirley was very devoted to the church where her husband
pastored, in Minonk, Mendota, Normal, Greensburg, Ind.,
and Columbus, Ind. She sang in the choirs and helped with
the congregational and church events. After the death of her
husband, Shirley continued her involvement by becoming
active in church committees and various other positions, both
at Fairlawn Presbyterian Church and at Love Chapel Center,
both in Columbus, Ind.

Inlieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Love Chapel
Center, 311 Center St., Columbus, IN 47201.

To express condolences online, please visit www.carmo-
dyflynn.com.

Judith A. Burkardt
MENDOTA - Judith Ann (Bailey)

Burkardt, 81, of Mendota, passed

away peacefully on March 15,2024,

at OSF St. Anthony Medical Center .

in Rockford with family by her side. ; %)

Mass of Christian Burial will be at ;
noon on Saturday, March 23, 2024,
at Holy Cross Church, Mendota,
with Father Peter Pilon officiating.
Burial will be at St. Mary’s Cemetery,
Sublette. Visitation will be from 4-7
p.m. Friday, March 22 at the Merritt
Funeral Home, Mendota.

Judi was born Feb. 20, 1943, in Peoria, to Clifford and
Margery (Sharp) Bailey. She married Edward Dean Burkardt
on Dec. 23, 1967, in East Peoria. He preceded her in death
on March 16, 2017, after 49 years of marriage.

Her survivors are son Scott, his wife Traci, most-loved
grandson Colin; sister Marilyn Meiner and brother Ron Bailey;
sisters-in-law Jeanne Bailey, Lola Burkardt, Pat Burkardt,
Beverly Burkardt, Eileen Johannes, Jane Harris, Marilyn
Carls, and Mary Lou Burkardt; brothers-in-law George
Meiner, Bill Burkardt, Rod Carls, and Tom Burkardt; and
several nieces and nephews.

She graduated from East Peoria High School and earned
her teaching degree from Illinois State University at Normal.
She taught 32 years in Mendota, primarily in fourth grade,
retiring in 1998. Known as “Mrs. B.,” she loved her students
and her teacher friends. Students might remember her green
hat and apron, along with her wet noodle.

Upon retirement, Judi and Ed spent winters in Tucson,
Ariz., following her grandparents, parents, and later by her
sister, brother, and spouses. She was a member of Holy Cross
Church. Things she loved besides family and friends: books,
herscreened-in porch, dogs (Tinker, Fat Albert,and Bo), Steak
n’ Shake, jokes, laughter, HGTV, cheesecake, and smiles.
She especially enjoyed attending Colin’s baseball games and
blowing her blue plastic horn in excitement, which got Scott
kicked out of a game because he was defending her right to
blow her horn. We should all remember her infectious giggle
and her great smile.

Memorials in her memory may be directed to American
Heart Association, Holy Cross Church or Stonecroft Village
Retirement Community, Mendota. Online condolences may
be left at www.merrittfh.com.
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ENTERTAINMENT

By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Tom
Cruise’s “Mission: Impossi-
ble 8,” which has beenshotso
far in England, Malta, South
Africa, Norway and Italy, re-
sumed shooting in February
after the strikes were settled.
It’s no longer called “Dead
Reckoning Part Two” and
will have a new title when
it opens in May 2025.

Cruise’s next project will
be directed by four-time Oscar
winner Alejandro G. Ifiarritu,
who won for directing “Bird-
man” (2014) and “The Reve-
nant” (2015). The title and the
script, written by Ifarritu and
his “Birdman” co-writers, is
an original story created by
the 60-year-old director, who
excels as a filmmaker despite
having attention-deficit/hy-
peractivity disorder.

Thefilmis Cruise’sfirstin
his partnership with Warners,
his new studio. However,
he plans to keep making
“Mission: Impossible” films,
which will reconnect him to
Paramount.

seskesk

Speaking of Paramount,
they’re taking a different
direction with the “Trans-
formers” franchise. The

Hollywood

live-action franchise began
with “Transformers” (2007),
starring Shia LaBeouf, and
cost $200 million while gross-
ing $710million. “Dark of the
Moon” (2011), also starring
LaBeouf, cost $195 million
and grossed $1.124 billion.
Mark Wahlberg starred in
“Age of Extinction” in 2014
($210 million cost with a
$1.104 billion gross) and
“The Last Knight” in 2017
($260 million cost with only
a $605.4 million gross).

Then in 2018, John Cena
and Hailee Steinfeld starred
in “Bumblebee,” which
cost $135 million and only
grossed $468 million. In
2023, Anthony Ramos
starred in “Rise of the Beasts™
(a $200 million cost, but a
disappointing $439 million
gross). So, Paramount’s
remedy is to turn “Trans-
formers” into an animated
feature with the voices of
Chris Hemsworth, Scarlett
Johansson and Brian Tyree
Henry. Doesn’t that defeat
the magic of seeing real
“Transformers” transform?

sk ok

Wait ‘til you read this!
The British Board of Film
Classification just “woke” up

after 60 years and is changing
the rating for Dame Julie
Andrews’ “Mary Poppins.”

Thefilm, being rereleased
in England to commemorate
the 60th anniversary of the
classic children’s film, will
now be sporting a PG (pa-
rental guidance suggested)
rating because of the use of
one word: “hottentot,” by
Admiral Boom (played by
Reginald Owen). He uses the
term when referring to the
chimney sweeps whose faces
were blackened by soot. It
was used by Europeans to
refer to the group of nomad-
ic herders in South Africa
known as the Khoekhoe.
They still live in the West-
ern Cape and Eastern Cape
Provinces in the southwest-
ern coastal regions of South
Africa and Namibia.

How absurd is it that
children now have to get
permission from their parents
to see “Mary Poppins”? Do
they really believe that six
decades of children have all
been corrupted? First, Dis-
ney had all those problems
in Florida and now this in
England! Just a spoonful of
sugar makes “The Woke-
ness” go down!

| Couch Theater |

“Wonka” (PG) -- The ori-
gin story of chocolatier Willy
Wonkawas such a success at
the box office that it became
the eighth highest-grossing
film of 2023. Starring Tim-
othee Chalamet as the title
character, the movie kicks
off in a dreary 1934 Europe,
where Willy arrives with a
few coins in his pocket and
an intention to establish his
own chocolate shop. How-
ever, a grimy pair of locals
hoodwink Willy into staying
at their boarding house,
tricking him into signing a
contract that he wouldn’t be
able to pay off for years. Not
to mention, the rival choc-
olatiers won’t let him sell
chocolate anywhere in the
town. But even with all the
odds stacked againsthim, the
happy-go-lucky chocolatier
is determined not to fail.
Co-starring a greatensemble
cast, including Calah Lane,
Keegan-Michael Key, Sally
Hawkins and Olivia Colman,
“Wonka” is out now. (Max)

“Damsel” (PG-13)--Mil-
lie Bobby Brown (“Stranger
Things”) leads this dark-fan-
tasy film out now! Elodie
(Brown) is a princess whose
father has found a match for
her in Prince Henry (Nick

Robinson). Ever the dutiful
daughter, Elodie agrees to
marry Prince Henry, amid
warnings from her stepmoth-
er, Lady Bayford (Angela
Bassett), that she doesn’t
trust his family, especially
his mother, Queen Isa-
belle (Robin Wright). Elodie
quickly discovers this for
herself after participating in
a ceremony that leads to the
prince himself chucking her
into a cave with a dragon to
repay an ancient debt. Stuck
with nothing but the clothes
on her back, Elodie must
outwit the fearsome dragon
to escape the cave in one
piece. (Netflix)

“Miller’s Girl” (R) -- Mar-
tin Freeman (“Black Panther:
Wakanda Forever”) and
Jenna Ortega (“Wednesday™)
star opposite each other in
this erotic thriller, produced
by Seth Rogen. Ortega
portrays Cairo Sweet, an
18-year-old Tennessean girl
who lives alone in her fam-
ily’s mansion. Cairo begins
taking the creative writing
class of Jonathan Miller
(Freeman), a semi-successful
author who is impressed by
Cairo’s extensive knowl-
edge of literature. Cairo’s
best friend, Winnie (Gideon

Adlon), raves about the idea
of a teacher-student affair
and even convinces Cairo
to seduce Miller. Cairo does
attempt to entice Miller, but
therepercussions that follow
are quite dangerous. Outnow
to rent. (Prime Video)

“Love Island: All Stars”
(TV-MA) -- You might’ve
heard of the “Love Island”
dating game show and its
many versions around the
world. But the U.K. series
came back in a major way
withaseason featuring former
contestants and fan favorites
from previous seasons. The
show follows its original
format, with a handful of
men and women who enter
the “Love Island” villa for
a few weeks and “couple up
with” another contestant to
winthe prize money of 50,000
pounds. But you should ex-
pectsome insane twists along
theway, intrue “Love Island”
style. Notable contestants
are footballer Tom Clare,
Georgia Steel (“Celebs on
the Ranch”), former Playboy
Bunny Hannah Elizabeth
and Chris Taylor (“Barbie”).
The full season is out now!
(Peacock)

(c) 2024 King Features
Synd., Inc.
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| Celebrity Extra |

By Dana Jackson

Q: When does Lisa Van-
derpump’s new show pre-
miere? Will any of the cast
of “Van-
derpump
Rules” be
init? -- K.J.

A:“Van-
derpump
Villa” will
debut on
Hulubegin-
ning April 1. It features an
all-new cast selected to work
atan exclusive French estate
by “The Real Housewives
of Beverly Hills” alum (and
restaurateur) Lisa Vander-
pump.

According to Hulu, each
episode follows her elite
staff working and living
together 24/7 while they
try to provide a curated
experience for their guests.
Meanwhile, Vanderpump is
also deciding whether she
wants to make this French
pop-up experience -- and its
staff -- a full-time business
for her growing empire.

skeskosk

Q: What happened to the
show “Elsbeth”? They aired
one episode, and now it’s
gone. Has it been canceled
already? -- C.I.

Vanderpump

A: You’re not the only
onetoask. Thenew detective
show -- and spin-off of “The
Good Wife” and “The Good
Fight” -- generated fantastic
ratings when it premiered in
late February, attracting 4.5
million viewers to CBS. The
show stars Carrie Preston
as a quirky but whip-smart,
“Columbo”-type lawyer
from Chicago whoendsupin
the Big Apple. Don’t worry,
though; it’s coming back.

The show begins by re-
vealing who the murderer is
each week to the audience,
similar to another hit show,
Peacock’s “Poker Face.” But
don’t let this deter you! The
fun is watching Elsbeth out-
wit the NYPD and trick the
suspect into confessing. Her
purpose is to observe the po-
lice force for any corruption,
but she somehow always
ends up solving their cases.

In addition to Preston,
“Elsbeth” has a solid cast
thatincludes Wendell Pierce,
Carra Patterson and Gloria
Reuben. Guest stars include
a who’s who from past hit
sitcoms, including Jesse
Tyler Ferguson (“Modern
Family”), Jane Krakowski
(“30 Rock™), Retta (“Parks
and Recreation”) and Linda

— *TriviaTest* ———

1. LITERATURE: What is
the name of the kingdom in
“The Princess Bride”?

2. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: In Britishroyalty, what
is King Charles’ family name?

3. TELEVISION: Which
TV sitcom features Sheldon’s
catchphrase “Bazinga!”?

4. U.S. STATES: Which
U.S. state is home to the Awa-
tovi Ruins, a national historic
landmark?

5.HISTORY: According to
a WWII government slogan,
what sinks ships?

6. GEOGRAPHY: What is
the name of the small princi-
pality that lies between Spain
and France?

7. ANATOMY: Which part
of the brain controls hunger?

8. LANGUAGE: The Latin
word “caput” refers to what part
of the human anatomy?

9. SCIENCE: Which color
has the longest wavelength in
the visible spectrum?

10. FOOD & DRINK: What
is the primary alcohol used in
margaritas?

Answers

1. Florin.

2. Mountbatten-Windsor.

3. “The Big Bang Theory.”

4. Arizona.

5. Loose lips.

6. Andorra.

7. Hypothalamus.

8. The head.

9. Red.

10. Tequila.

(c) 2024 King Features
Synd., Inc.

~ KingCrossword

ACROSS 12
1 Gold-loving

king

6 Soviet space
station

9 Actress
Dennings

12 "That — |
ask"

13 Longoria of

%

32 |33 |34

14 Writer
LeShan

-

15 "What —
mean?"

38 |39 |40

16 Journal 44
18 Singer

Timberlake |7

20 Monster 52
21 Med. plan

option 55
23 Sweetie

24 Different

25 Exile isle

27 Russian villa

29 Deceived

31 There

35 Rocker
Adams

37 Harvard
rival

38 City near
Venice DOWN

41 Prefix with 1 Central
gender 2 Equal (Pref.)

43 Shrill bark 3 Nine-to-five

49 Dizzying
designs

52 Dad on
"Black-ish"

54 Bellini opera

56 Favorite
57 Idyllic spots

53 Swiss canton 9 IRA relative

55 Feminine side 11 Greedy sort

6 Islamic holy 32 Workplace
city perk, maybe
7 Infamous tsar 33 Yalie
8 Shaft of light 34 Gym unit
36 Nails the test
38 Rice field
39 Arcade pio-
17 Plant science neer
19 Hot rum 40 Senior mem-
drink ber
21 Skirt edge 42 14 pounds
22 Roman 1051 45 Aesopian
24 Discoverer's also-ran
call 46 Apple product

10 Worship

44 Teensy bit gigs 26 Photo collec- 48 Young dog
45 Frenzied 4 Matty of tions 50 LBJ's succes-
47 Pampering baseball 28 Doubter sor

places 5 Melting snow 30 Notable time 51 Prof's aides

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

L|6|V|S|C|9|8|L|€E
Weekly SUDOKU [{jEEG0D0ERE
L|9|c|€e|L|8|S|6|F
. . 8|€|G|9|V|H|L|C|6
by Linda Thistle ozilzle6lvlals
¢|v|6|L|8|S|9(€E|L
1 8 2 S|L|9|v|6|C|€E|L|8
5 3 4 v|e[L[r]o]c|6]s]e
8|7 9 6 6(2|€|8|G|L[L|F|9
8 2 Jamsuy
2|9 7 — mioans Apesm —
2 6|5
9 7 1
2|4 8
3 5 9
Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.
Member
DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢ Fnlc
@ Moderate 4 @ Challenging
¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!
© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc

Brought to you each week by

-

FIRST STATE BANK

Lavin (“Alice”).

Unfortunately, “Elsbeth”
had to go on a four-week
hiatus because of President
Biden’s State of the Union
Address and the NCAA
March Madness tournament.
CBS plans to re-air the pilot
before “Elsbeth” returns with
itssecond episode on April 4.

skskk

Q:Isittruethat Eddie Van
Halen’s son played guitar on
the “Barbie” soundtrack? I
thought I saw the name “Van
Halen” in the credits. -- V. V.

A: Yes, Wolfgang Van
Halen, son of the late “Van
Halen” guitarist Eddie Van
Halen, ended up on the
“Barbie” soundtrack by
chance, but also because of
his talent. He met the mov-
ie’s music producer Mark
Ronson while performing at
the Taylor Hawkins’ tribute
concert in 2022. The two
became friends, and Ronson
asked himifhe’d collaborate
on the fabulous composition
titled “I’'m Just Ken.” He
even performed the song on
stage alongside Ryan Gos-
ling’s Ken at the Academy
Awards this month, along
with another great electric
guitarist -- Slash from Guns
N’ Roses.

Strange

| But True

By Lucie Winborne

* Using high-pressure,
high-temperature techniques
that mimic Earth’s dia-
mond-forming conditions,
scientists can transform the
carbon in peanut butter into
sparkling gemstones. Chew
on that!

* And speaking of chew-
ing, snails have thousands of
tiny teeth on their radula, the
tongue-like organ they use
for grinding up food, mak-
ing them one of the earth’s
toothiest creatures.

* Mary, Queen of Scots,
was history’s youngest mon-
arch, ascending to the throne
atamere 6 days old. Coming
in at second place was Em-
peror Shang of China’s Han
Dynasty, who in 105 A.D.
assumed his royal position
at 100 days old.

* If stored correctly and
notcontaminated, honey can
last for thousands of years
without spoiling.

* Apiano’s frame is made
of iron.

* Though T-shirts have
existed since the late 1800s,
the plain white version gained
popularity as a wear-alone
garment thanks to Marlon
Brando’s portrayal of Stanley
Kowalski in the movie “A
Streetcar Named Desire.”

* One out of every seven
American jobs is related to
transportation.

* The “United States
Postal Service Anthem,” a
unique song composed by
(appropriately) Jack Stamp,
is an official musical salute
to the USPS, its employees,
and its role in American life.

* In some WWII POW
camps, the Nazis would
allow Allied soldiers to
play board games like Mo-
nopoly, even providing the
games. The British exploited
this opportunity by using
compasses, banknotes, and
real-world maps in place of
standard boards and pieces,
as a means of helping pris-
oners to escape.

*kk

Thought for the Day:
“If no one ever took risks,
Michelangelo would have
painted the Sistine floor.”
-- Neil Simon

(c) 2024 King Features
Synd., Inc.
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TRI-COUNTY NEWS

Letter addressing residential chickens to be
sent to Lee County by village of Sublette

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

SUBLETTE — Sublette Village
President John Stenzel had something
he wanted to address at the March 11
Sublette Village Board meeting at the
Ellice Dinges Center.

The issue was Lee County stating or
aproclamation ofallowance of chickens
on residential property.

Stenzel read a letter to the board
and meeting attendees he wrote to Lee
County addressing chickens asking if
he should send it to Dixon.

In the letter, Stenzel asked if Lee
County was going to take control of the
chicken permits and regulations.

He stated why the topic should be
brought to and dealt with by each indi-
vidual community instead of the entire
county. Or that each village and town

in the county should have a vote or a
say on the matter.

“We have a hard enough time with
cats running loose, how are we going
to deal with the noise and smell of
chickens?’ Stenzel asked the board.
“We have houses in bad shape that we
are constantly giving ordinances to. If
this goes in effect and people put up
chicken coops, those will have to be
kept up also. With regulations, who is
going to enforce them?

“It may work if people have to have
special use permits to own chickens
within village borders and have any
and all neighbors sign off that it is OK
for them to have them.”

Stenzel had brought up the debate
with the county previously and Lee
County sent him a petition amendment
from Chapter 5 in the Resident District,

Section 6, Title 10 Zoning Regulations
where it sates chickens are allowed in
Lee County under regulations.

It also said there will be a public
meeting at 6:30 p.m. Monday, April 1
in the County Board Room in Dixon to
further discuss the matter.

Stenzel ended the discussion by
stating what he views as the two rules,
thatifputinplace and adhered to, would
void all other rules from being made.

First, residents have to respect neigh-
bors’ property.

Second, people don’t have to like
theirneighbor, but they need to be socia-
ble and understanding of their neighbor.

Allpresenttrustees (Larry Ellis, Julie
Kessel, Bob Bulfer, Scott Hanson, Rich
Klaser, and MacKenzie Belan) agreed
with Stenzel and said he should send
the letter to Lee County.

Paw Paw plans clean-up days, spring events

PAW PAW —The Paw Paw
Village Board met in regular
session on March 13.

The village’s new com-
puter program software in-
stallationis progressing, with
training and tweaking for our
specific needs as necessary.

The water line leak on Li-
ons Drive has been repaired.

The Paw Paw all-village
clean-up will be on April
29-30. Electronic recycling
will be included, but no tires

or paint.

Water tower cleaning will
be conducted later in the
Spring. Once it is cleaned,
it will be reassessed for any
need of further maintenance.

A zoning board training
program of best practices
informational meeting will
be held for local municipality
officials later in the Spring.

In other news:

United Methodist Church
of Paw Paw’s Bake and Salad

Sale will be Saturday, March
30, 8-11 a.m. at the Paw Paw
Community Center. Please
pre-order salads and pies by
calling 815-757-2010.

The Paw Paw Lions Club
Spring BBQ will be held
Saturday, April 6. Dinner will
include two boneless pork
chops, baked beans, baked
potato, applesauce and roll
for $15. Kids’ meal is also
available - hot dog and chips
for $3. Carryoutor drive-thru

(no inside dining) at the Paw
Paw Community Building.
Serving from4:30-6:30p.m.,
while supplies last.

The Paw Paw Garden
Club Spring Fling Plant
Sale will be Saturday, May
4, from § a.m.-1 p.m. in the
community parking lot. For
questions, call 815-712-
0526.

The next Village Board
meeting will be Wednesday,
April 10.

h
Saturday, March 23, 2024
10am -3 pm
SPRING CRAFT & VENDOR SHOW

LOCATION: Mendota Civic Center
1901 TOM MERWIN DRIVE, MENDOTA, IL

Aluminum
Stainless
Mild
Cast Iron

Mobile or Drop Off

Call for a Quote Today!

815-414-8058
TELLEZ
WELDING

Christian Tellez

tellez.chris777@gmail.com

|

02212024

| BAKE SALE

March 29th Good Friday
9AM - 12 PM

First State Bank Main Branch

Downtown Lobby
sponsored by Mendota First United Methodist Church

Pick up any last minute goodies
for Easter celebrations for a
Free Will Offering

Sublette Toy Show

Cool, but dry weather greeted attendees of the annual
Sublette Farm Toy & Antique Tractor Show on March
16-17. (Reporter photos by Brandon LaChance)

INVOLVED IN AN ACCIDENT
OII NEEII A 'I'IIW?

‘—\\\\ == /QQ
= WE BUY

EMERGENCY ROADSIDE SERVICE
TOWING & RECOVERY h JUNK
TIRE CHANGES 24
FUEL DELIVERY c A R S

JUMP STARTS
815-651-9436GIBSONTOW@GMAIL.COMeGIBSONTOW.COM

WANTED!

CLASSIC CARS ... TOP $385

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars,
Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,
Hot Rods, Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

Call Jim at 630-201-8122

01192022

SPRING IS HERE!

Stj‘l;; Camfortabile with a
Al eandttumeft’

S
A EERA
JIEREE ESTIMATES |

Get your air conditioner checked & cleaned
. or replace that old unit with a new high
efficiency American Standard® unit.

Americam
Stamdard.

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING

PLUMBING & HEATING INC
815-882-2111

> 404 W. Main St., McNabb, IL ¢ www.grassersplumbingheating.com

SM-LA2143634

Ateaga

Time for yard

cleanups!

- -‘ y & A‘.
)
“ s TANA Ss
uﬂ{: ni®, 3 7] ~»1 \16 NAVERY N o

 Tree Extraction - Tree Trimming - Lawn Care - Patios

* Fire Pits - Retainer Walls - Paver Edging

* Residential & Commercial -+ Fully Insured - Gutter
Cleaning + Stump Grinding

Ask about our Senior Citizen and Military Discounts!

Call For Your Free Estimate!
(815) 878-7504

03042024

Prime Solutions Inc
815-690-4025
Primesolutions1@hotmail.com
Full Remodeling
Services & Repairs
New Additions

Experienced carpenters and laborers please email
your resume or inquire at ken@primesolinc.com
Follow us on € at Prime Solutions INC
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Population
continues
to decline
in Illinois

SPRINGFIELD—-The ex-
odus from Illinois continues.

A new report by the
[llinois Policy Institute
shows Illinois suffered pop-
ulation loss among all eight
[llinois-based metro areas
and 87 of Illinois’ 102
counties from July 2022 to
July 2023.

Using the latest data
released by the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau, IPI found that
Chicago’s population loss
accounted for approximate-
ly 50% of the state’s total
decline of 41,000 residents
in 2023. When calculating
the total who moved out
with 8,300 that moved in
to Illinois, the net decline is
nearly 33,000. In addition
to Chicago, metro areas in-
cluding Decatur, Springfield
and Bloomington-Normal
showed big declines relative
to the size of their population.

Cook County experienced
the nation’s second-largest
county population drop, with
more than 58,000 residents
moving out of the coun-
ty. Some have decided to
relocate to the suburbs, while
others left the state. Only Los
Angeles County, California,
had more residents move.

“It is affecting every cor-
ner of the state,” said Bryce
Hill, director of Fiscal and
Economic Research. “It’snot
just a Chicago problem, it’s
not justadownstate problem,
it’s affecting communities
across the state.”

Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s office
says it will continue chal-
lenging the state’s estimated
population decline and,
after requesting a review,
announced in January that
the U.S. Census agreed it
missed or undercounted the
2020 Census for those living
in group facilities.

“I’mpleased that the Cen-
sus Bureau has recognized
the undercounting that I and
many members of Illinois’
Congressional Delegation
have worked to remedy since
the 2020 census results were
first released,” Pritzker said
in a statement.

Hill said the latest num-
bers are not an anomaly.

“Population decline is in
its tenth consecutive year
according to Census Bureau
estimates, soit’sbeena grow-
ing trend,” said Hill.

Hill said residents are
leaving for states with lower
taxation, including Florida,
Indiana, Wisconsin and
Texas. According to the data,
of Illinoisans who leave the
state, 97% moved to low-
er-tax states in 2022.

“If lawmakers don’t take
steps to reduce the crippling
burden of taxes on residents,
people will likely continue
to leave Illinois as they have
done for the past decade,”
said Hill.

City Ordinance

Animals-Pet Waste
Ordinance

e The purpose of this
section is to establish re-
quirements for the proper
disposal of pet solid waste
in the City of Mendota so
as to protect public health,
safety and welfare, and to
prescribe penalties for failure
to comply.

* Requirement for dispos-
al. All petowners and keepers
are required to immediately
and properly dispose of their
pet’ssolid waste deposited on
any property, public or pri-
vate, notowned or possessed
by that person.

* Exemptions. Any owner
or keeper who requires the
use of a disability assistance
animal shall be exempt from
the provisions of this section
while such animal is being
used for that purpose.

* Violations and penal-
ties. Any person(s) who is
found to have violated the
provisions of this section
shall be subject to a fine of
no less than $25 and no more
than $75.

CARDS OF
THANKS

Marcella Bonnell and
family would like to thank
everyone for all of the won-
derful birthday cards and
greetings that they sent for
her 90th birthday. She really
enjoyed reading them all.

POLICE
BLOTTER

WARRANT ARREST

Eric W.Post,31,0f100S.
First Ave., Mendota, was ar-
rested at 8:55 a.m. March 15
on an Ogle County warrant
fordriving whilelicense sus-
pended after police officers
were called to First Avenue
and Division Street for a dis-
turbance. The subject posted
bond and was released with
an Ogle County court date.

WARRANT ARREST

Edmund C. Robinson,
43, of 1200 Washington
St., Mendota, was arrested
at 6:25 p.m. March 16 on
a Grundy County warrant
for failure to appear on a
charge of possession of a
controlled substance. The
subject posted bond and
was released with a Grundy
County court date.

BATTERY

Brandi N. Palmer, 30, no
address, was charged with
battery after police officers
were called to 111 S. 13th
Ave. for the report of a
physical disturbanceat 12:35
p-m. March 18. The subject
was released with a LaSalle
County court date.

GARAGE SALE/
NOTICE
DEADLINES

e Thursday 3 p.m. to
appear in Monday’s Money
Saver.

* Monday 10 a.m. to
appear in Wednesday’s Re-
porter.

Public Nuisance Ordinance

MENDOTA — The Mendota Police Department
would like to remind home and business owners of
city ordinances regarding public nuisances.

It is against city ordinance to have accumu-
lations of trash, building materials, abandoned
automobiles, machinery, scrap metal, discarded
tires, vehicle batteries or any other material that
creates a public health hazard on your property. It
is also a violation to permit weeds, grass or plants
other than trees, bushes or flowers or other orna-
mental plants to grow to a height exceeding six
inches anywhere in the city. Also, all multi-family
structures, including structures that consist of both
residential and commercial units, and structures
which share a wall or walls with another structure,
shall be kept free from infestations of insects (in-
cluding but not limited to bedbugs, cockroaches
and disease-carrying insects), rats or other vermin.

The city of Mendota requests anyone who is
in violation of the above mentioned nuisance
regulations to remove the item(s) from your prop-
erty. Anyone found in violation will be subject
to receiving a citation, which involves a court
date and fine.

Chat, text or stop by.
It's called service.

Get a quote today

oo StateFarm

Kurt Bruno
Agent

1103 Main Street
Mendota, IL 61342-1668

Bus: 815-539-3878
Fax: 815-538-5878
kurt@kurtbruno.com

Stata Farm
Bloomington, IL

The UPWalker is a

your life by changing
the way you walk. It

revolutionary new mobility
device that can change

enables you to stand upright
when you walk- with your spine
straight and your eyes looking
straight ahead. Your weight is
supported by your upper arms
and shoulders, some of the
strongest parts of your body.
Traditional walkers and rollators
force you to put the pressure of
your body weight on your hands
and wrists. You push them in
front of you, looking at the
ground instead of where you
going. The UPWalker moves
with you, with your body
perfectly aligned and your feet
free to walk in a normal fashion. lts easy-adjust height system allows it to be
the perfect fit/height for anyone from 410" to 6’1" and supports up to 300
pounds. The new stand-assist handles enable you to distribute your weight
across your arms and shoulders, not your hands and wrists to help reduce
back, neck, wrist pain and discomfort. It features comfortable arm pads,
hand brakes, a fold-down seat, a backrest and two storage bags. It’s built

Please mention promotion code 601943,

Join millions of older Americans who are rediscovering the joy of walking

“I’m on the move again
with my UPWalker!”

Includes

6 FREE
Accessories!
(a $142 value)

From the makers of the original UPWalker®

» Stand-Assist Handles « Comfortable Seat
» Folds Easily « Adjustable Backrest dl'€
+ Optimized Center of Gravity « Easy-Brake Wheels

Plus, now you can choose between dark luster silver
or champagne

with aircraft-grade aluminum
to be sturdy yet lightweight,
and its sleek design and
oversized wheels make it
perfect for tight spots in the
house or walking in the yard.
Why spend another day
bent over and shuffling
around- or worse yet,
plopped in front of the TV all
day. Pick up the phone and
take back your life. Call now.

UPWalker Premium Lite

from Journey Health & Lifestyle
Call now Toll-Free

855-422-0203

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Ratine of A+

84531

© 2023 Journey Health and Lifestyle

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

815-539-5142

nilsroofing.com
' “ 7 DURO'LAST. Authorized Contractor. NRCA « BBB

THE WORLD’S BEST ROOFs

14 1 R inc.

Friday, March 22 7:30pm
Saturday, March 23 7:30pm
Sunday, March 24  2:30pm ,
¥ :
\\? 3 In the Mendota High

%,ii% School Auditorium

Scan the QR Code with your phone’s
camera or go to the website below to get
your tickets!

Auto Truck And Tow LLC
301 N. Richmond St., Sublette

815-849-5171
e 24/7 Light/Medium Duty Towing & Recovery
¢ Auto Truck Repair
* Emergency Roadside Assistance
¢ Jump Starts
* Fuel Delivery
¢ Flat Tire Changes
¢ Lock Out Service
¢ Secure Impound Yard

$17 00 per person
Chlldren age 10 and under $10.00

EL ZARAPE

Mendota, IL
1206 13th Ave., Mendota | [815) 539-5985

Open 7 Days A Week
Sunday 10:30am-9:00pm
Monday-Wednesdsay 11:00am-9:00pm
Thursday 4:00pm-9:00pm
Friday and Saturday 11:00am-10:00pm

03182024

714 Main St.
Mendota
815-539-7011

Carry-out & curbside
pick-up always
available.

Main St. Station
RG]l e

Friday, March 22
Baked Cod

Saturday, March 23
Cookout
Ribeye or Chops with Salad Bar,
Potato, Veggie and Dessert

Join Us Wednesday Night for our
Family Style Chicken Special

1/4 Light or Dark with Potato, Spaghetti and

Soup or Salad
Full Menu Available

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.

www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com
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The Fields jersey will
be gone by August

I’ve been contemplating what I would do with my
Justin Fields jersey if he was no longer on the Chicago
Bears come the 2024-25 season.

The brainstorming became a reality on Saturday,
March 16 when he was traded to the Pittsburgh Steel-
ers for a sixth-round draft pick, which could become
a fourth-round selection depending on playing time.

Although
the decision
is still unde-

Not the cided, it is a

Last Chance fact, the Justin

Fields jersey

By Brandon I bought at

LaChance Soldier Field

during his

rookie sea-

son in 2021,

which I only bought because the vendors didn’t have
Eddie Jackson jerseys.

However, even if I bought a Jackson jersey, I’d still
be Bears’ jersey-less for the next season as he was re-
leased in February and hasn’t signed with a team, yet.
I erroneously thought he was still with the Bears until
last week.

There are many NFL experts saying Jacksonisa “trap”
and teams should stay away. He may have a productive
season or two left, but not worth representing with an
expensive jersey.

I digress and return to Fields.

The jersey may be given to a nephew. But they’re
both into football and would probably fight each other
over who gets to wear Uncle B’s jersey.

Thereis Lily Pads, Salvation Army, Nightengales, and
other locations where the donation would be a worthy
cause. On the other hand, what if a Green Bay Packer
fan or a Minnesota Viking fan bought the jersey for a
low price in order to burn, damage, ridicule or mock
the Chicago Bears?

I’m not having it.

Icouldsellit. However, if I’'m getting rid of the jersey
for maybe nothing, who is going to buy it since Fields
isn’t a Bear anymore and not thought of very highly
after a disappointing 10-28 record in three seasons?
The jersey is not autographed, but in great shape since
worn less than 10 times.

Maybe I should burn it as a disgruntled believer in
Fields who has been let down. The 11th overall draft
pick showed signs of athletic greatness and made a few
Bears fans truly believe he could be the guy to right the
wrong thathas always been the Chicago quarterback with
a few exceptions in Jim McMahon (who I was recently
told I look like by Tom Thayer, also a member of the
1985 championship squad) and Jay Cutler.

Neither of them great or an all-time legend, just
one won the lone Chicago Super Bowl and the other
put up good box score numbers and quotes and facial
expressions for ultimate entertainment memes and
social media posts.

I could let it sit in my closet. This is probably the
worst idea because I would see it every day, get mad,

Mendota’s Crystal Garcia battles for the ball with an Orion opponent during the Lady Trojans’ season-opening
game on March 16 at the MHS field. (Reporter photo)

Orion spoils girls’ soccer season opener

MENDOTA - The Mendota girls’
soccer team opened the 2024 season
with a 4-1 loss to Orion on March 16
at the MHS field.

Orion struck first when it sailed in

a goal eight minutes into the game and
added another nine minutes later. The
Chargers tacked on two more goals
before the end of the first half, including
on a penalty kick.

The Lady Trojans avoided the shut-
outwhen Crystal Garciascored offofan
assistfrom AddiJones in the second half.

Ariana Sanchez was in goal for
Mendota.

and ponder the bonfire idea.

The whole thought process and conversation stinks.

We, or maybe just I, wanted Fields to be the guy.

Through adifferent offensive coordinator each year of
his young career, the 25-year old QB gave us a glimmer
of hope the offense could move the ball down the field
even though he had very few weapons at his disposal,
especially when every running back was hurt and de-
fenses were keyed in on wide receiver DJ Moore and
tight end Cole Kmet, who I think were the only valuable
ball catchers the Bears had during Fields’ tenure.

Sorry Darnell Mooney, you didn’t make the list.

The impending 2024 NFL draft will take place April
25-27 and the odds are at 100 percent the Bears are
going to select Caleb Williams, the highly touted QB
from USC.

In my opinion, the franchise is going to go through
the same growing pains with this new QB as it did for
the last three years with Fields.

This time, ’'m not buying a jersey just to battle
internally of what to do with it when he isn’t there in
a few seasons.

With a significant increase in participation, pickleball
undoubtedly has piqued the curiosity of millions more
who have not yet picked up a paddle.

Explaining the wildly
popular sport of pickleball

Crowded pickleball
courts are a testament to the
popularity of a sport that has
taken many communities by
storm. A2023 report from the
Sports & Fitness Industry As-
sociation indicates justunder
nine million people played
pickleball in 2022, which
marked a stunning 159 per-
centincrease in participation
over just a three-year period.

With such significant
increases in participation,
pickleball undoubtedly has
piqued the curiosity of
millions more who have
not yet picked up a paddle.
Individuals whose curiosity

has compelled them to give
the sport a try can consider
this rundown of pickleball
so they’re as prepared as
possible upon picking up
their paddles.
The sport

Pickleball, invented by
a congressman from the
state of Washington and
two friends in the 1960s,
combines components of
badminton, ping-pong and
tennis. A ball made of plastic
is used in pickleball, and the
ball is slightly larger than a

See Pickleball, Page B2

Carlos breaks tape to
claim 400-meter dash

SYCAMORE — The Mendota boys’ track team went
indoors to compete in the Sycamore Invite on March 13.
There were eight teams in the event.

The Trojans finished sixth in the team standings with 28
points. Sycamore took top honors with 166 points.

Sebastian Carlos turned in the best performance on the
day for Mendota with a first-place finish in the 400-meter
dash in a time of 54.10.

Mason Koch also had a good effort for the Trojans by taking
second-place honors in the long jump with a distance of 18-3.

In the freshman-sophomore meet, Mendota was seventh
in the team standings with 18 points.

The Trojans’ best finish was by the 4x800 meter relay
team, which placed second in a time of 10:41.07. Runners
were Gavin Stevenson, Berat Imeri, Carlos Toribio and
Spencer Kain.

Sycamore Varsity Invite

Sycamore 166, Rochelle 86, Aurora Central Catholic 58.5
Woodstock North 53, Genoa-Kingston 44, Mendota 28,
Indian Creek 12, Ottawa 10.5

Mendota 1st place: Sebastian Carlos, 400m dash, 54.10

Mendota 2nd place: Mason Koch, long jump, 18-3

Mendota 4th place: Anthony Kelson, 800m run, 2:24.98;
4x400m relay (Koch, Aaden Castle, Kelson, Carlos), 4:03.35

Mendota 6th place: 4x160m relay (Castle, Brandon Lead-
ley, Anthony Seablom, Koch), 1:28.03; Koch, triple jump, 36-6

Mendota 7th place: Kelson, 55m hurdles, 10.03

Mendota 8th place: Kain, 1600m run, 6:36.42
Sycamore F-S Invite
Sycamore 145, Aurora Central Catholic 110, Rochelle 82,
Woodstock North 44, Genoa-Kingston 24, Ottawa 24,
Mendota 18, Indian Creek 6

Mendota 2nd place: 4x800m relay (Gavin Stevenson,
Berat Imeri, Carlos Toribio, Kain), 10:41.07

Mendota 3rd place: Gael Garcia, long jump, 17-5

Mendota 5th place: Imeri, 800m run, 2:29.77

Mendota 6th place: 4x160m relay (Garcia, Robert Bo-
tello, Bailey Ryan, Liam Sheppard), 1:32.04; Botello, triple
jump, 31-5

Mendota 7th place: Castle, 55mdash, 7.83; Garcia, 200m
dash, 29.04; Madrick Musgrove, shot put, 30-5

Mendota 8th place: Botello, 200m dash, 29.36; Hector
Gonzalez, 1600m run, 6:13.36

Elam leads Lady Trojans
with pair of top finishes
4 Freshman wins hurdles, high jump

SYCAMORE - The
Mendota Lady Trojans
went up against 10 other
teams in the Sycamore
IndoorInvite on March 12.
Mendota’s varsity finished
ninth in the team standings
with 34 points. Huntley
grabbed first-place honors
with 59 points.

Freshman Mariyah
Elamled the Lady Trojans
with top three finishes in
four events. She won the
55-meter hurdles in atime
of 9.68 and captured the
high jump with a height of
4-10. Elam was second in
the triple jump at 33-7 and
was third in the 200-meter
dash at 29.13.

In freshman-sopho-
more action, Mendota
scored 12 points and was
10th in the team standings.
Huntley scored 113 points
to finish first.

Lexie Cocanour had
the best finish among
MHS competitors, placing
second in the high jump
with a leap of 4-3.
Sycamore Varsity Invite
Huntley 59, Kaneland 56,
Aurora Rosary 54, LaSal-
le-Peru50, Aurora Central
Catholic 48, Wheaton
St. Francis 44, Sycamore
42, Genoa-Kingston 40,
Mendota 34, Woodstock

North 29, Burlington
Central 9

Mendota 1st place:
Mariyah Elam, 55m hur-
dles, 9.68; Elam, high
jump, 4-10

Mendota 2nd place:
Elam, triple jump, 33-7

Mendota 3rd place:
Elam, 200m dash, 29.13

Mendota 8th place:
4x800m relay (Eden Pech-
er, Briza Cervantes, Emily
Banks, Hannah Kunz),
13:24.68; Laylie Denault,
long jump, 13-6
Sycamore F-S Invite
Huntley 113, Kaneland
86, Sycamore 54, LaSal-
le-Peru52, Aurora Central
Catholic 38, Burlington
Central 25, Wheaton St.
Francis21, AuroraRosary
16, Genoa-Kingston 15,
Mendota 12, Woodstock
North 7

Mendota 2nd place:
Lexie Cocanour, high
jump, 4-3

Mendota 4th place:
Aby Buettner, 55m hur-
dles, 11.57

Mendota 8th place:
Reushawna Durr, 55m
dash, 9.10; Pecher, 55m
hurdles, 12.03; 4x160m
relay (Harlow Foltyne-
wicz, Buettner, Alexa Car-
los, Christionah Brown),
1:42.83

Baird, Freeman fire shutout over Rock Falls

MENDOTA — Hitting was light
for both teams, but runs scored was
in favor of Mendota as the Trojans
posted their second straight shutout
win of the season, 4-0, over Rock
Falls in nonconference varsity
baseball action on March 13 at the
MHS field.

The Trojans scored single runs
in the second and third innings, and
then added two big insurance runs in

the fifth. The game was called in the
sixth inning because of darkness.

Mendota managed only three
hits off of two Rock Falls pitchers.
Izaiah Nanez stroked a double,
while Braiden Freeman and Jace
Baird both singled. Freeman, Justin
Randolph and Josh Figueroa drove
in runs for the Trojans.

Two Mendota pitchers com-
bined for a four-hit shutout. Baird

got the start and the win, working
five innings and allowing four hits
and no runs. He struck out three
and walked one. Freeman hurled
a scoreless sixth, fanning one and
walking one.

*k %

Mendota’s game at Plano sched-
uled for Monday, March 18 was
postponed and will be made up on
Friday, April 12 at 4:30 p.m.
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SPORTS

Mendota’s Linnea Escatel closes in on an Orion player possessing the ball during Lady
Trojan soccer action on March 16 at the MHS field. (Reporter photo)

Pickleball

Continued from Page B1

tennis ball. Tennis courts,
which many communities
have now re-designated as
pickleball courts, are still
widely used as playing sur-
faces for pickleball players.
The nets for pickleball are
lower than for tennis, and
that’s due to science. Ac-
cording to the paddle and
apparel manufacturer Pad-
dletrek, after the firstbounce
a tennis ball retains about
60 percent of its bounce,
which means it can reach a
height of nearly 46 inches.
A pickleball retains between
38 and 44 percent of its en-
ergy after bouncing, which

2024
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means it peaks around 30 to
34 inches. That’s why tennis
nets are typically lowered for
pickleball competitions.
Is pickleball
a team sport?

Socialization is one of
the foremost health benefits
of pickleball, potentially
helping to reduce feelings of
loneliness that can increase
risk for depression and other
conditions. Pickleball can be
ateam sport if players prefer
doubles competitions, butit’s
also played in one-on-one
settings as well. But even
players who prefer singles
competitions can reap the
socialization benefits of pick-
leball by engaging with their

competitors and the wider
community of local players.
When does a pickleball
game end?

Debate is ongoing as
to whether professional
pickleball should institute
a shot clock to increase the
pace of play, but no such
clock currently governs the
game. According to USA
PickleballTM, games are
normally playedto 11 points,
and players must win by two.
Tournament games may play
to 15 or 21 (win by two).

The popularity of pickle-
ball has exploded in recent
years. Non-players who are
curious are urged to give this
beloved sport a try.

WESTERN ILLINOIS
AUGUST 31°

@ NOTRE DAME
SEPTEMBER 7™

BUFFALO
SEPTEMBER 2757

@ NC STATE
SEPTEMBER 28™

UMASS
OCTOBER 5™

@ BOWLING GREEN
OCTOBER 12™

TOLEDO
OCTOBER 19™ Lomecomine

@ BALL STATE
OCTOBER 26™

@ WESTERN MICHIGAN
NOVEMBER 6™

AKRON
NOVEMBER 13™

@ MIAMI (OH)
NOVEMBER 19™

CENTRAL MICHIGAN
NOVEMBER 30™

HOME

AWAY

SEASON TICKETS
ON SALE NOW!

Visit niuhuskies.com/tickets
or call 815-753-PACK(7225).

BOWLING

Elks 9
Youth League

Standings as of March
9 — 1. Team 3 40.5.15.5; 2.
Team 2 32.5-23.5;3. Team 4
20-36; 4. Team 1 19-37

Highteam game (scratch)
— Team 3 277, Team 4 276,
Team 2 229

High team game (hdcp)
— Team 3 651, Team 4 629,
Team 2 614

Highteamseries (scratch)
— Team 4 815, Team 3 751,
Team 2 656

High team series (hdcp) —
Team 4 1874, Team 3 1873,
Team 2 1811

Boys’high game (scratch)
— Parker Krager 112, Kee-
gan Mauch 110, Michael
Eames 92

Boys’high game (hdcp)—
Parker Krager 235, Keegan
Mauch 227, Michael Eames
217

Boys’high series (scratch)
—ParkerKrager292, Keegan
Mauch 292, Michael Eames
250

Boys’ high series (hdcp)
—ParkerKrager 661, Keegan
Mauch 643, Michael Eames
625

Girls’high game (scratch)
—QGracePiskie 117, Brooklyn
Bejster 112, Sophia Martinez
100

Girls’ high game (hdcp)
— Brooklyn Bejster 240,
Grace Piskie 231, Sophia
Martinez 221

Girls’high series (scratch)
—Grace Piskie 293, Brooklyn
Bejster279, Sophia Martinez
251

Girls’ high series (hdcp)
— Brooklyn Bejster 663,
Grace Piskie 635, Lainey
Ramer 624

Elks 11
Youth League

Standings as of March 9 —
1.Team239.5-16.5;2. Team
537-19;3.Team 3 34.5-21.5;
4. Team429.5-26.5;5. Team
1 11.5-44.5; 6. Team 6 0-56

High team game (scratch)
— Team 1 302, Team 2 290,
Team 5 283

High team game (hdcp)

— Team 3 666, Team 2 634,
Team 4 615

Highteam series (scratch)
— Team 5 838, Team 5 825,
Team 2 804

Highteam series (hdcp)—
Team 3 1885, Team 2 1836,
Team 4 1778

Boys’high game (scratch)
— Parker Ramer 142, Jaxen
Daley 140, Bentley Bejster
131

Boys’ high game (hdcp)
— Jaxen Daley 256, Bentley
Bejster 229, Billy Bromen-
schenkel 216

Boys’highseries (scratch)
- Parker Ramer 391, Bentley
Bejster333, Jaxen Daley 313

Boys’ high series (hdcp)
— Jaxen Daley 661, Bentley
Bejster 627, Billy Bromen-
schenkel 606

Girls’high game (scratch)
— Eliana Eames 103, Brook-
lyn Mauch 76

Girls’ high game (hdcp) —
Eliana Eames 228, Brooklyn
Mauch 220

Girls’highseries (scratch)
— Eliana Eames 285, Brook-
lyn Mauch 222

Girls’high series (hdcp)—
Eliana Eames 660, Brooklyn
Mauch 654

Monday Night
Mixed League

Standings as of March 11
—1.RamerInc.27-18;2. Split
Happens 25-20; 3. Leagal
Beagles 23-22; 4. Bad Kats
22-23;5.CMFarm21-24; 6.
Sports-N-Stuff 17-28

High team game (scratch)
— Split Happens 826, Leagal
Beagles 709, CM Farm 660

High team game (hdcp) —
Split Happens 1046, Leagal
Beagles 990, Sports-N-Stuff
960

Highteam series (scratch)
—Split Happens 2124, Leagal
Beagles 1901, Ramer Inc.
1882

High team series (hdcp)—
Split Happens 2784, Leagal
Beagles 2744, Ramer Inc.
2743

Men’s high game (scratch)
—MattRamer226, Mike Smith
222, Aaron Holocker 218

Men’s high game (hdcp)
—Aaron Holocker 282, Mike
Smith 267, Brendan Ramer
261

Men’s high series
(scratch) — Mike Smith
582, Matt Ramer 569, Bob
Thomas 538

Men’s high series (hdcp)
— Carl Reistad 726, Mike
Smith 717, Aaron Holocker
712

Women’s high game
(scratch) — Jessica Robinson
241, Hannah Westphal 210,
Emily Thomas 204

Women’s high game
(hdcp) — Jessica Robinson
294, Hannah Westphal 275,
Dria Kuntz 264

Women’s high series
(scratch) — Emily Thomas
553, Jessica Robinson 550,
Dria Kuntz 541

Women’s high series
(hdcp) — Emily Thomas 730,
Dria Kuntz 724, Hannah
Westphal 721

Wednesday Night
Men’s League

Standings as of March 13
— 1. O’Donnell Excavating
62-38; 2. Mendota Monu-
ment 53-47; 3. Novak Farms
50-50; 4. JJI&L Carpentry
50-50; 5. First State Bank
48-52; 6. Black Bros. 36-64

Highteam game (scratch)
— Novak Farms 1057, First
State Bank 1057, Mendota
Monumnt 983

High team game (hdcp)
— First State Bank 1183,
Novak Farms 1168, Black
Bros. 1105

Highteamseries (scratch)
— First State Bank 2989,
Novak Farms 2862, Mendota
Monument 2804

High team series (hdcp)
— First State Bank 3367,
Novak Farms 3195, Black
Bros. 3115

High individual game
(scratch) — Luke Ross 289,
Tim Dessing 276, Scott
Vickrey 265

High individual series
(scratch) — Luke Ross 710,
Nate Bradford 700, Dave
Mammen 644

convenient

edition-

click!

home delivery!

* Same great content
* Searchable, portable,

* Back issues available
* |[dentical in format to paper
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LOGIN
i STAT Ui

Flip each page with asingle

* News when you want it-
ekdition is available sooner than

E-mail jgriffith@mendotareporter.com or call 815-539-9396 for your
password today. You can also register online by visiting our website.
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k P.O. Box 300, 703 lllinois Ave., Mendoto, IL 61342 « www.mendotareporter.com )
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Eat e Drink « Shop ¢ Live
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ACCURATE TITLE & LICENSE

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. « Mendota
815-539-9311

Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St.
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St.
815-539-5673

AUTO BODY REPAIR

9

306 Plaza Dr.
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LaMoille Auto Care Center and Towing
902 N. Main St., LaMoille
815-638-2733

Orzech Towing
Compton 815-343-8047
Sublette 815-849-5171

The Cantlin Law Firm
815-433-4712
www.cantlinlaw.com

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS

Mendota Ford

Rt. 251 S.
815-539-9314
www.mendotaford.com

Schimmer, Inc. Buick ¢ Chevy
Rt. 251 S.

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette
815-849-5232
www.vaessenbrothers.com

CABINETRY AND STAIRS

Starved Rock Wood Products
815-538-7797

1605 Division Street ¢ Mendota
starvedrockwoodproducts.com

CARPET & FLOORING

Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave.
815-539-6263

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
800 Washington St.
815-539-6507

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL

Mauch Carpentry
705 Illinois Ave.
815-539-7867

License #104005528

Krenz Dental, Ltd.
Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. ¢ 815-538-5316

Triple Service

Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.

815-539-3828

IL Lic. #055-041123

Hilliker Electric, LLC
1417 Franklin Grove
815-456-7036

Emergency Number 815-441-8207

ELECTRICAL /CONTRACTING

Carriage House Electric
105 12th St.
815-538-5598

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave.
815-539-5656

Member FDIC

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.

815-539-3444

Member NCUA-ESI

First State Bank

706 Washington St. ¢ Main
1403 13th Ave. ¢ Plaza
815-538-2265
firststatebank.biz

Member FDIC

First State Bank of Van Orin
200 N Main St., Van Orin
815-638-2111

Member FDIC

]

Malden Banking Center
302 N Main St.

815-643-2121

Member FDIC

NuMark Credit Union
Earlville e Paw Paw ¢ Sublette
NUMARKCU.ORG
Member NCUA-ESI

Maze Lumber
Water Street ¢ Peru
815-223-1742

Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse
1207 22nd St.
815-539-9306

Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 W. Main St.
815-539-8500

Meyers Furniture & Carpet & Mattress
1901 S. 13th Ave.
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES

Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St.
815-539-9341

HEALTH CARE CLINIC

Davis Family Health, LL.C
1201 Meriden St.
815-538-1800

HEATING & COOLING

CONTRACTORS

Correa Heating and Air Conditioning
815-910-9876

Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011

IL License #055-009898

Triple Service

Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.

815-539-3828

IL Lic. #055-041123

HOME HEALTH/HOSPICE

In-Home Care

Connection Hospice Services
680 W. Peru St., Princeton
815-872-7447

www.ihcccare.com

First State Insurance
715 Washington St. ® 815-539-5651

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St.  815-539-9311

Highsmith Haul Away
815-993-8673
HighsmithHaulAway.com

KITCHEN & BATH

Maze Lumber
Water Street ® Peru
815-223-1742

Someone’s In the Kitchen
1619 N. Main St. ¢ Princeton
815-879-0604
www.somekitchen.com

Starved Rock Wood Products
815-538-7799

1605 Division Street * Mendota
srwoodproducts.com

LIBRARY

Graves-Hume Public Library
1401 W. Main St.

815-538-5142

www.graveshume.org

Breaking The Prairie Museum and
Country Chapel

684 8th St.

815-539-3373

Hume Carnegie Museum
901 Washington St.
815-539-3373

Union Depot Railroad Museum
638 Main St.
815-538-3800

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Tara Van de Wyngaerde
700 14th Ave.
815-539-6291

PET GROOMING

Dirty Dawgs
1111 Main St.
815-538-2550

Mendota Pet Salon
2104 E. Main St.
815-878-3185

GOMMUNITY MATTERS

Sicily Pizzeria L.L.C.
709 13th Avenue
815-539-7550

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS

Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011

IL License #055-009898

Triple Service

Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.

815-539-3828

IL Lic. #055-041123

POST FRAME BUILDERS

N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road

815-539-9325

New construction & repair

REALTORS

Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road  Sublette
815-535-6295 ¢ Lorierbes@ gmail.com

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5
815-539-3811

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St.
815-539-5673

Town & Country Realty
607 Sixth St.
(815) 539-6635

RESTAURANTS

Cindy’s on 34
1300 Raymond Drive
815-539-9000

McDonald’s in Mendota

2 locations

Stop in and see us today!!

NOW HIRING - EOE- Locally Owned and Operated
by Paul and Mary Breznay

El Ray Del Taco Mexican Restaurant
701 Main St.
815-539-7100

SEAMLESS ROOFING

DuroLast Roofing
705 Tllinois Ave.
815-539-5142

License #104005528

TAX PREPARATION

H&R Block
1313 Meriden St.
815-539-7610
hrblock.com

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St.
815-539-9311

Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St.  815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic ¢ 815-910-0200

TRANSPORTATION

Mendota Area Senior Services
1901 Tom Merwin Drive

815-539-7700

mendotaseniors1978 @yahoo.com

Gibson Towing
Leland and Sandwich
815-651-9436

Orzech Towing
Compton 815-343-8047
Sublette 815-849-5171

Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul, Matt & Brendan Ramer

4266 E. 4th Road

815-539-5321

VAPE/SMOKE SHOP

Smooth Smokes and Vapor
1001 Main St.
815-539-3499

VETERINARIANS

Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM ABVP
1205 Sixth Ave.

815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com

Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM

Rt. 251 N.

815-539-6601

www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING

Maze Lumber
Water Street ® Peru
815-223-1742

800 Washington Street
815-539-7459
www.mendota.il.us

fwzeﬁa_faoi/quj

BANK
2

LCENDER

NMLS#447018

www.eurekasavings.com

1300 13th Ave. 101N. Columbia
Mendota, IL Ave.
61342 Qglesby, IL 61348
Ph. 539-5656 Ph. 883-3354

2959 Peoria St.
Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-9400

105 West 1st
South St.
Wenona, IL
61377
Ph: 853-4333

250 Marquette
St

Lasale, IL
61301
Ph. 2230700

FINANCIAL +

CREDITIUNION

Membership Open to the Community

3

1905 13th Avenue | Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-3444

FIRST STATE BANK

706 Washington St. | 1403 13th Ave.
firststatebank.biz | 800.362.9623

B ic

fyom

FIRST STATE INSURANCE

715
Washington Street
815-539-5651

Free cheeseburger when you
purchase a cheeseburger!

One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid with any other
offer. Only redeemable at McDonald’s in Mendota.

2 locations
Mendota
*Locally owned and operated
by Paul & Mary Breznay

r
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1 Expires 05-31-2024
[

o ¢ Q'NUMARK

CREDITUNION

WHERE YOU ARE FAMILY

Earlville - Paw Paw ¢ Sublette
NUMARKCU.ORG
Federally Insured by NCUA
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FIRST STATE BANK

®
2 Menpota Locarions:
2701 121 Sr.
1503 137H AvE.

MAZEﬁUMBER

BUILD IT ONCE. BUILD IT RIGHT. SINCE 1848
Water Street
Peru, IL

815-223-1742
www.MazeLumber.com

.Zm gzﬂw, GRI

Managing Broker

815-535-6295

1922 Tower Rd. - PO Box 92
Sublette, IL 61367

oans -
1102 Meriden St. 307 Plaza Drive 706 Washington St
Mendota Mendota, IL 61342 1403 13th Ave.
81 5-539-9341 81 5-538-241 2 firststatebank.biz | 815.538.2265 (ﬁﬂﬂ(ﬂm&m(ﬁ
lf X (0] m @ﬁl 1111 Main St. | 815-538-2550
@ UNCONN - First STATE INSURANCE =

ﬂgj STETSON - MENDOTA REPORTER

ﬁaa Froripa ATtLanTic - Pizza By MARCHELLONI’S =

§9>j NoRTHWESTERN - Maze LumBER =

@ San Dieco State - Dirty Dawes -

JJ,

Mendota Area
Senior Services

mendotaareaseniorservices.org

L

FIRST STATE INSURANCE

715 WasHinGTON ST.
Menpora, IL 61342

815-539-5651

@ UAB - First State Bank

@ Ausugn - VITATONE

@ Yaie - YMCA

@ BYU - FarmHouse DEesigns =

Call 815-539-7700 @ Duauesne - SercreLL Acency TR County FAR =

E:E ILLivois - SutLivan’s Foobs —
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@ MoorexeaD STate - McDonALD’s -
EE WasHinGTON ST - VAESSEN BRo GHEVROLET -
@ DRake - FiNanciAL PLus -
Ez\j lowa State - ErBES REALTY _
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@ South Dakota State - Come Up Smoke Swop —
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SMOKE SHOP

617 Main Street
Mendota
815-539-8470

GROOMING

1111 Main St. | 815-538-2550

NV VY VY YV Y

EAST

'G"H-
G

1210 Meriden St.,
Mendota

819-938-2145

Order online:
marchellonismendota.com

FINANCIAL
B

CREDIT UNION

1905 137H Avenue, Menpota

815-539-3444 « www.FINANCIALPLUS.0RG

ESizca

FeperaLLy insurep BY NCUA.

ﬁ~~ ARMAOUS

f »|| 0/(////( !
« LANDSCAPE GPEE‘IHOU"’E

39/ Moth 38t e,
Mencota

Qpen. Daily Jam-Spm
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Like us on
Facebook

SEASON OPENS APRIL 15

VAESSEN
BROTHERS
CHEVROLET, INC,

“Great Deals - Great Service Since 1926”

Hwy. 52 e SusLETTE
815-849-5232
or 800-227-5203
WWW.VAESSENBROTHERS.COM

<
S
N

300 WaLnut St. © Peru
815-223-7904
Rr. 251 o Menpota

815-538-2900
IVYMCA.COM

SETCHELL
AGENCY LTD.

815-539-9311 « Mendota, IL

1210 Meriden St.,
Mendota

819-938-2145

Order online:
marchellonismendota.com

Lore szw, GRI

Managing Broker

815-535-6295

1922 Tower Rd. - PO Box 92

Sublette, IL 61367

L

FIRST STATE INSURANCE

715 WasHINGTON ST.
Menpota, IL 61342

815-539-5651

VITA-TONE
CLEANERS
918 MAIN ST.

MENDOTA
815-539-6161

“DRY CLEANING & SEAMSTRESS WORK.”

1102 Meriden St.
Mendota

815-539-9341

815- 539 9396
703 lllinois Ave.,
Mendota

www.mendotareporter.com

IKe'us on

facebook

@ NortH GaroLina - YMCA

@ Howarp/WaGNER - MenpoTa REPORTER

ﬁaj Mississippi St - McDonaLp’s

@ Michigan St - YMCA

ﬁﬁj SaiNT MaRY’s - SETCHELL AGENCY

-

FIRST STATE BANK

706 Washington St.
and
1403 13th Ave.

firststatebank.biz | 815.538.2265

| NClin! = Eic|

MAZE%JUMBER

BUILD IT ONCE. BUILD IT RIGHT. SINCE 1848
Water Street
Peru, IL

815-223-1742
www.MazeLumber.com

@ Granp Ganyon - Maze LumBer

Etlj AvaBamA - Pizza BY MARCHELLONI’S

@ CarLesTON - ERBES REALTY

ﬁﬁj CLeEmSON - FIRST STATE INSURANCE

@ New Mexico - Dirty Dawes

gaj BavLor - SuLLivan’s Foops

N N N

@ CoLGATE - FirsT STaTE BANK

@ DavTon - FARMHOUSE DESIGNS

@ NEevapa - Come Up Smoke Snop

ﬁZj ARizoNA - VAESSEN BRo CHEVROLET

N

@ Long BeacH St - FinanciaL Prus Grepit Union

NV VY VYV Y Y

VAESSEN
BROTHERS
CHEVROLET, INC.

“Great Deals - Great Service Since 1926”

Hwy. 52 © SusLETTE
815-849-5232
or 800-227-5203
WWW.VAESSENBROTHERS.COM

= i, ARMHOUS
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L I\\DS(M’E GREENHOUSE

39/ Moth, 38t4 Pa’.

Mendole
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300 WaLnut St. © Peru
815-223-7904
Rr. 251 ¢ Menpota
815-538-2900

IVYMCA.COM

®
2 Menpota Locations:
2701 121 St.

1503 137H Ave.

617 Main Street
Mendota
815-539-8470

WEST

FINANCIAL
9

CREDIT UNION

1905 131H Avenue, Menpota

815-539-3444 « www.FINANCIALPLUS.0RG

[ G EXCESS SHARE
I INSURANCE

FeperaLLY INsureD BY NCUA.
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BASKETBALL TOUBRNAMENT

0000000 e

FINANCIAL
B

CREDIT UNION

1905 137H Avenue, Menpora
815-539-3444 « www.FINANCIALPLUS.0RG

ES" EXCESS SHARE
I\NSUR/\\JCF

FeperaLLY INsureD BY NCUA.

the

o
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300 WaLnut St. © Peru
815-223-7904
Rr. 251 o Menpota

815-538-2900
IVYMCA.COM

SULLL/@’A«I\-I-iS

QODS

1102 Meriden St.
Mendota

815-539-9341

VAESSEN
BROTHERS
B chevroLer, inc.

“Great Deals - Great Service Since 1926”

L

FIRST STATE INSURANCE

715 WasHiNGTON ST. H

wy. 52 © SUBLETTE
MENDOTA, IL 61342 815-849-5232
815-539-5651 or 800-227-5203

WWW.VAESSENBROTHERS.COM

SA\IE THE DATE:

TRI GOUNTY FAIR
Labor Day
Weekend in

Mendota
Aug. 29-Sept. 2, 2024

SOUTH

Houston - DirTy Dawes @3

N

T

Lonewoop - Menpota RepoRTER Q@i

Nesraska - McDonALD’s @}

N N

Texas A&M - SuLivan’s Foops @3

WisconsiN - FinanciAL PLus Crepit Union @

James Maoison - ErBes Reauty il

Duke - Vaessen Bros GHEVROLET 643

=

VERMONT - FiRsT STATE INSURANCE @

Texas TecH - Pizza By MaRcHELLONI’S éﬁi

NC Srtarte - FarmHouse DEsiGns @

Kentucky - MASS @

T
OakLano - YMCA Qﬁ

FLoriDA - Maze LumBER 7’

T

Boise S1/CoLorano - Come Up Smoke SHop Q‘H

MaRquETTE - FIRsT STATE BANK ﬁza

Y Y N N N N N N

WesTern KY - First STaTE Bank @

®
2 Menpota Locations:
2701 127 Sr.
1503 137H Ave.

1210 Meriden St.,
Mendota

819-938-2145

MAZEﬁUMBER

BUILD IT ONCE. BUILD IT RIGHT. SINCE 1848
Water Street
Peru, IL

815-223-1742
www.MazeLumber.com

-d

FIRST STATE BANK

706 Washington St.
and
1403 13th Ave.

firststatebank.biz | 815.538.2265

i X ()

617 Main Street
Mendota
815-539-8470

MIDWEST

MARCHELLON

1210 Mel'lllell St,
Mendota

815-938-2149

Order online:
marchellonismendota.com

@ Mamber

, S e ARMHOUS
ER% S“BSGBIBE i 1_5 “Lesigna=
(] 2 o - LANDSCAPE - GREENHOUSE
Lone Enbes TODAY!
g%c SrEES, CRI call 290 Nouth 3604 @,
Managing Broker Mondotar
813-939-9396. Pl Onen Datly a5
- in Street Joen, Daily am-Spm
15-535-62 N e
(KR@IGIM%IN(K 1?22 T5owg§¢? . P?) Bg§2 Ebg %yﬁbﬁ:@Q£pﬂfhr Mendota i Like us on K
1111 Main St. | 815-538-2550 Sublette, IL 61367 ) 815-539-8470 Faceboo
FINANCIAL ‘B,:?I':EE'I‘QS e - A%MH@HS 5 5 '
m CHEVROLET I“c | ¢ LANDSCAPE /GI‘I:H\HOUSE
A ‘ the
IR P 59/ Worlh 5514 Re. Mendota Area g
1905 131 Avenue, Menpora Hwy. 52 ® SuBLETTE
§15-539-3444 » W HACALPLS O 815.819-523 M e’m/"m Senior Services 300 WaLnur Sr. » Py
[EGj EXCEss share Qper. Daily Jam-Spm 815-223-7904

FeperatLy iNsureD BY NCUA.

or 800-227-5203
WWW.VAESSENBROTHERS. COM

Call 815-539-7700

mendotaareaseniorservices.org

i Like us on
Facebook

PurouE - Vaessen BRo GHEVROLET @3

N

—
MontanA S1/GRAMBLING - MEnDoTA REPORTER Q@i

Utan State - Come Up Smoke SHop @

TCU - FinanciAL Prus Crepit Union @3
GonzaGA - DirTY Dawes @

Rt. 251 e Menpota

815-538-2900
IVYMCA.COM

GROGMING

1111 Main St. | 815-538-2550

an

McNEeese - Vaessen Bro CHEVROLET @

Kansas - ErBes ReaLTY @E

—
SamFoRD - FIRsT STATE INSURANCE @

SoutH CARoLINA - Pizza By MARCHELLONI’S éﬁi

N N

ORrecon - SuLivan’s Foobs Qﬁ

CRrEeIGHTON - RAMER Towing @

Axron - YMCA @

Texas - FarmHoUSE DESIGNS @3

N

VirGiniA/CoLoraDO St - Maze LumBer @

Tennessee - ARS @

‘Y Y N N N N N N

SAINT PETER’S - MEnDoTA REPORTER @

®
2 Menpota LocaTions:
2701 121 St.
1503 1371H AvEe.

MAZE%JUMBER

BUILD IT ONCE. BUILD IT RIGHT. SINCE 1848
Water Street
Peru, IL

815-223-1742
www.MazeLumber.com

Zm Enbes,cri

Managing Broker

815-535-6295

1922 Tower Rd. - PO Box 92
Sublette, IL 61367

L

FIRST STATE INSURANCE
715 WasHingToN Sr.
Menpota, IL 61342

815-539-5651

B |
FIRST STATE BANK \Si“/QVANS‘

H ULL)’F@%S
706 Washington St.
and 1102 Meriden St.

1403 13th Ave. Mendota

815-539-9341

firststatebank.biz | 815.538.2265

NG in] 2 Fpic

When You Need A Tow, Call A Pro!

RAMER
AUTOMOTIVE

& TOWING
(815)539-5321

Paul, Matt, & Brendan Ramer
4266 East 4th « Mendota
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The fruitful vs. the frustrated life

In John 15:16 Jesus
says, “I chose you and
appointed you so that
you might go and bear
fruit—fruit that will
last” (NIV). In fact, the
Bible has a lot to say
about how Christians
bear fruit—and there
are two ways that we
can do it. One is by
displaying the fruit of
the Spirit—love, joy,
peace, patience, kind-
ness, goodness, faith-
fulness, gentleness and
self-control (Galatians
5:22-23). And the sec-
ond way is by getting
out in the world where
God has planted us and
being good to people.

I’m talking about
helping people who are
hard to love or don’t
seem to deserve it. Or
giving to the poor and

getting involved with
people so you can make
a difference and help
make their lives better,
rather than spending all
of your time trying to
make yourself happy.

I’ve discovered
that being selfish and
self-centered never
makes anyone happy.
Living for God is really
just the opposite of that.
God does want to bless
us and give us the things
we need, but when we
give our lives to Him,
our purpose is to serve
Him.

In Matthew 12:33
(NIV) Jesus says, “...
The tree is recognizd
by its fruit.” And this
is how people know
who we are. Just as you
recognize an orange
tree by the oranges it

produces, you know a
Christian by the fruit of
their lifestyle.

I’vesaid oftenthat you
won’t be recognized as
a Christian just because
you have a Christian
bumper sticker on your
caroryouwear Christian
jewelry or go to church
every week. Most of the
time people won’t care
what you have to say if
your behavior doesn’t
back it up.

The fruit of our lives
is seen in our behav-
ior—what we do to
help others and our
attitudes—as well as
what we say. It’s the
visible expression of the
invisible work that God
is doing in us.

Jesus says in John
15:8 (AMP), “My Fa-
ther is glorified and
honored by this, when
you bear much fruit,
and prove yourselves to
be My [true] disciples.”
In other words, we’re
not proving anything to
anyone simply by what
we say. It’s the fruit of
our lives that proves
who we really are.

So it’s good for us
to frequently ask our-
selves: Who am I help-
ing in my life? How am
I making a difference or
making someone else’s
life better?

The key to bearing
good fruit is found in
John 15:5(AMP), which
says, “lamthe Vine; you
are the branches. The
one who remains in Me

We REPORT
To YOU
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R ERYDAY LIFE

and I in him bears much
fruit, for [otherwise]
apart from Me [that is,
cut off from vital union
from Me] you can do
nothing.”

Jesusis telling us that
as we spend time with
Him in prayer and by
studying the Bible, His
Spirit is working in us,
changing us little by lit-
tle (2 Corinthians 3:18),
causing us to reflect His
image or characteristics
more and more. It’s a
progressive transfor-
mation that takes time
andrequires a consistent
commitment through-
out our lifetime.

If you aren’t spend-
ing regular time with
Jesus and growing in
your relationship with
Him through prayerand
Bible study, I want to
challenge youtoreeval-
uate your priorities and
put first things first. The
truth is we put our time
into what we really want
to do. And if something
is truly important to
you, you will find time
to do it.

God created you be-

cause He loves you, He
wants to have apersonal
relationship with you,
and He wants to do
amazing things in you
and through you. Every
day is a gift from God
and it’s so precious!

Ephesians 3:20
(AMP) says that God
“is able to [carry out His
purpose and] do super-
abundantly more thanall
that we dare ask or think
[infinitely beyond our
greatest prayers, hopes,
or dreams], according to
His power thatis at work
withinus.” Hehasaplan
for you and He will give
youeverything youneed
to fulfill your destiny as
you seek Him and grow
stronger in your faith in
Him.

I want to encourage
you to focus on Jesus
and live by the wisdom
He reveals to you in His
Word. If you choose
today to help someone
else,notonly will yoube
happier, but you’ll find
that good fruit brings
true satisfaction and

fulfillment.
skksk

Formore on this topic,
order Joyce’s three-part
teaching resource Busy
Going Nowhere. You
can also contact us to re-
ceive our free magazine,
Enjoying Everyday Life,
by calling (800) 727-
9673 or visiting www.
joycemeyer.org.

JoyceMeyerisaNew
York Times bestselling
author and founder of
Joyce Meyer Ministries,
Inc. She has authored
more than 140 books,
including BATTLE-
FIELD OF THE MIND
and OVERCOMING
EVERY PROBLEM
(FaithWords). She hosts
the Enjoying Everyday
Life radio and TV pro-
grams, which air on
hundreds of stations
worldwide. For more
information, visit www.
joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The
views and opinions
expressed throughout
this publication and/
or website are those of
the respective authors
and do not necessarily
reflect those of Joyce
Meyer Ministries.

Check out the
“Help Wanted”
ads in the
Marketplace of
The Niendota

Reporter and

NMoney Saver
every week!

12 Months

(Lee, Bureau and
LaSalle Counties)

X

\‘:=>

703 lllinois Ave. Mendota IL 61342 e 815-539-9396
M-F 8-4  www.mendotareporter.com

12 Months

(Out of Area)
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lllinois legal notices?
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Subscribe now to have legal
notices emailed to you based
on YOUR custom search criteria!

PUBLIC. JOTICE ILLINOIS

www.publicnoticeillinois.com

A public service provided by Illinois Newspapers
& the lllinois Press Association
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MENDOTA

ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon, Pastor
Fr. Jeff Windy, Parochial Vicar
Ray Fischer, Jose Lopez,
and Hector Diaz, Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass
Weekend Mass

Confession

STS. PETER AND PAUL,

PETERSTOWN
Weekend Mass
Confession

UNITED PENTECOSTAL
CHURCH

4401 State Route 251
(815) 538-3444

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com
www.mendotaupc.org

SUNDAY: Christian Education-10 a.m.
Worship - 11:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:

Midweek Bible Study - 7 p.m.

FIRST UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
9 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Worship

In-person & on Facebook at:
Mendota First United
Methodist Church

March 24 - Palm Sunday;
9 a.m. Sunday School;
9:30 a.m.Worship
March 28 - 7 p.m. Maundy Thursday
service
March 29 - Good Friday.
9 a.m.-noon Bake Sale at
First State Bank lobby;
6 p.m. Choir practice (all welcome); 7 p.m.
Ecumenical Good Friday service at Zion
United Methodist Church

ZION UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
808 Jefferson St.

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office (815) 538-2186

Facebook: Mendota Zion United
Methodist Church

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade
in fellowship hall during worship service
(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM
during Sunday services)

TUESDAY - Prayer group 6 p.m.

VICTORY BAPTIST
CHURCH
“Faithful & Effective”

505 W. 7th Ave.
(815) 539-9081

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

Pastor Steve Breedlove

SUNDAY
Sunday school

Worship

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

aD 7.

NEW COVENANT
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota

P.O. Box 54

Phone (815) 539-7107 (church)
(815) 871-5702 (pastor)

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

Larry Sheaves, Pastor

www.newcovenantmendota.org
www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and
blessed hope.”

Sunday School
Worship

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Loeal. [iouses of

Ay

Worship

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

1003 5th St.
(815) 538-5603

Website: fpcmendota.com
Accessible

Pastor Laurie Walker
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School following
children’s message
Fellowship || a.m.
Available on Facebook Live
Facebook page

www.facebook.com/fpcmendota

March 24 - Palm Sunday
March 26 - || a.m. Produce sorting
March 30 - 10:30 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt

)

biy, Lte
s unday'

MENDOTA BIBLE
CHURCH

Rt. 251, 1/2 mile south of
Mendota
(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org
SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Sunday School
Worship
Evening Service

LI Wz
If [Can
By William Arthur Ward

[f [ can write one verge of truth today
Or give my fellow man a song to sing;
[f L ean push one needless cloud away
And help men live ag children
of the King:

[f L can lend someone a helping hand
Or warm a place where friendship
needs to be;

[f lean build a brldge where
fences stand
And light a lamp that other men
might see;

[f L ean open doors of hope this day
By letting someone know that
others care;

[f L can speak in words that seem
to say:

[ know the heavy burdens that
you bear.

If L can guide a pilgrim on his way
Or pause to bid him stay for food
and rest;

[f [ can do these, Father, this [ pray:
“O let me do them with my very best.”

The Merchants

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH

607 Tenth Ave.
(815) 539-5626

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

Pastor Elise Rothfusz

E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org

Website:
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person
and online via YouTube

Find us on Facebook

NOTE: Please contact your
individual church regarding
online services or for other
church-related information.

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the
Church ... That in everything He

might have the supremacy.” col. 1:18
1107 Main St.
(815) 993-2462

Dave Manion Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman
Please join us for . ..

Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Church Builders 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer 6 p.m.
Men’s Ministry
Ladies & Mens Bible Study
Thursday 6 p.m.

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
398 Church Road, Compton

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567
Wheelchair accessible
Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran
compton@live.com

“Living in God’s Grace as a
Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship at First

March 20 - 5:30 p.m. Lenten meal at
Immanuel; 6:30 p.m. Mid-week Lenten
service at Immanuel
March 21 - 5 p.m. Church Council
March 23 - 8 a.m.Volunteer at
N.L.C.E.

March 24 - 6:30 p.m. Confirmation class

Online “devotional service” videos continue
every Sunday at
facebook.comlilccompton and
YouTube. Check our website and Facebook

Therefore, since we
are the offspring of God,
we ought not to think that
the Divine Nature s like gold or &
silver or stone, something shaped by art
and man’s devising. ACTS 17:29 9o

© 2024 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserv

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 539-7276

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK

on this page urge

you to attend a
house of worship
this week.

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 538-2265

1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 539-5656

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

FRALET |LCE

e

page for more information.

Phone (815) 539-7211

%

L PDIS [OVE
Light Yauwr SPath

LA MOILLE

ZION EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34

(815) 539-7820

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille
(815) 638-2348

eeccccccccccccccccce

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com

SUNDAY WORSHIP 9 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School
following children’s message
FELLOWSHIP 10 a.m. (nursery available)

Mondays - 10 a.m. Adult Bible Study
Wednesdays - 5:30 p.m. Soup & Soul

TROY GROVE

FAITH BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
208 W. South St.,
Troy Grove
Pastor Brian Hamiel

Website: www.faithbiblefellowship.info
E-mail: fbfchurch20817@gmail.com
“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist
to glorify God through the equipping
of His saints, teaching of His Word
and raising of His name.

We would love to have you join us

to worship and learn about
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m.
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m.

v.v‘—;v'ov’vov‘_;?'ov‘v - v

B[BLE TR[VIA by Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of 2 Thessalonians
(KJV) inthe Old or New Testament
or neither?

2. From Titus 1, Paul wrote that
unto the pure all things are ...?
Gold, Righteous, Worthy, Pure

3. What archangel is mentioned
by name in the book of
Jude? Gabriel, Silas, Michael,
Melchizedek

4.In 1Kings 21, who forbid Naboth
to give his vineyard to Ahab? The
Lord, Jezebel, Absalom, Balaam
5. Jared was the father of Enoch
and lived how many years? 110,
450, 600, 962

6. In Psalm 103:5, what bird’s
youth is renewable? Dove, Eagle,
Raven, Swallow

ANSWERS: 1) New, 2) Pure, 3)
Michael (Jude 1:9), 4) The Lord,
5) 962, 6) Eagle

(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

lgbrat

with 8ood works

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, IlI.
Phone (815) 539-5060
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LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLICATION
NOTICE OF COURT
DATE FOR REQUEST
FOR NAME CHANGE
(Adult Name Change)
IN THE STATE OF
ILLINOIS, CIRCUIT
COURT, LASALLE
COUNTY
Request of CHARLES

JAMES CONSIDINE
Case Number 2024 MR
21

There will be a court
date on my Request to
change my name from
CHARLES JAMES
CONSIDINE to the new
name of CHARLES
WILLIAM HELMIG, V
The court date will be
held on May 1, 2024 at
9:30 a.m. in Courtroom
204, LaSalle County
Courthouse, via video
conference.

No. 0304

(March 13, 20 and 27,
2024)

NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby
given that on February
29, 2024 a certificate
was filed in the Office
of the County Clerk of
LaSalle County, lllinois,
setting forth the names
and post-office  ad-
dresses of all persons
owning, conducting and
transacting the busi-
ness known as Her-
mosillo Lawn Care lo-
cated at 408 17th Street
Mendota, IL. 61342.
Dated: February 29,
2024. Rigoberto Her-
mosillo Applicant.
No. 0305
(March 20, 27 and April
3, 2024)

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLICATION
NOTICE OF COURT
DATE FOR REQUEST
FOR NAME CHANGE
(Adult Name Change)
IN THE STATE OF
ILLINOIS, CIRCUIT
COURT, LASALLE
COUNTY
Request of LESLIE

SHANNON SMITH
Case Number 24MR20
There will be a court
date on my Request
to change my name
from LESLIE SHAN-
NON SMITH to the new
name of WYATT ASH-
ER SMITH

The court date will be
held on May 1, 2024
at 10:00 a.m. in Court-
room 300, LaSalle
County Courthouse,
119 W. Madison St., Ot-
tawa, IL.

No. 0306

(March 20, 27 and April
3, 2024)

NOTICE
NOTICE FOR
PUBLICATION
No: 2020-JA-55

TO: Unknown Fathers,
other interested parties,
and to All Whom It May
Concern:

Take notice that on
the 14th day of March,
2024 a petition to ter-
minate your parental
rights was filed under
the Juvenile Court Act
of 1987 by Vicki L. Den-
ny, in the Circuit Court
of LaSalle County en-
titted ‘In the interest of
Malaysia Wiggins, a
minor’, and that in the
Criminal Justice Center
Courtroom 223 at Otta-
wa on the 24th day of
April, 2024, at the hour
of 8:30 a.m., or as soon
thereafter as this cause
may be heard, a Termi-
nation Hearing will be
held upon the petition to
have the child declared
a ward of the court
under that Act. The
Court has authority in
this proceeding to take
from you the custody
and guardianship of
the minor, to terminate
your parental rights and
to appoint a guardian
with power to consent
to adoption. You may
lose all parental rights
to your child. If the peti-
tion requests the termi-
nation of your parental
rights and the appoint-
ment of a guardian with

power to consent to
adoption, you may lose
all parental rights to the
child.

You are entitled to have
an attorney represent
you at all stages of
these proceedings. If
you are financially un-
able to afford a private
attorney, the court will
appoint an attorney for
you.

Unless you appear you
will not be entitled to
further written notices
or publication notices of
the proceedings in this
case, including the filing
of an amended petition
or a motion to terminate
parental rights.

Now, unless you appear
at the hearing and show
cause against the peti-
tion, the allegations of
the petition may stand
admitted as against you
and an order or judge-
ment entered.

Dated March 14, 2024
Greg Vacarro, Clerk
No. 0307

(March 20, 27 and April
4, 2024)

NOTICE
NOTICE FOR
PUBLICATION
No: 2020-JA-55

TO: Jazmin Casey-Wig-
gins and other interest-
ed parties, and to All
Whom It May Concern:
Take notice that on
the 14th day of March,
2024 a petition to ter-
minate your parental
rights was filed under
the Juvenile Court Act
of 1987 by Vicki L. Den-
ny, in the Circuit Court
of LaSalle County en-
titled ‘In the interest of
Malaysia Wiggins, a
minor’, and that in the
Criminal Justice Center
Courtroom 223 at Otta-
wa on the 24th day of
April, 2024, at the hour
of 8:30 a.m., or as soon
thereafter as this cause
may be heard, a Termi-
nation Hearing will be
held upon the petition to
have the child declared
a ward of the court
under that Act. The
Court has authority in
this proceeding to take
from you the custody
and guardianship of
the minor, to terminate
your parental rights and
to appoint a guardian
with power to consent
to adoption. You may
lose all parental rights
to your child. If the peti-
tion requests the termi-
nation of your parental
rights and the appoint-
ment of a guardian with
power to consent to
adoption, you may lose
all parental rights to the
child.

You are entitled to have
an attorney represent
you at all stages of
these proceedings. If
you are financially un-
able to afford a private
attorney, the court will
appoint an attorney for
you.

Unless you appear you
will not be entitled to
further written notices
or publication notices of
the proceedings in this
case, including the filing
of an amended petition
or a motion to terminate
parental rights.

Now, unless you appear
at the hearing and show
cause against the peti-
tion, the allegations of
the petition may stand
admitted as against you
and an order or judge-
ment entered.

Dated March 14, 2024
Greg Vacarro, Clerk
No. 0308

(March 20, 27 and April
4, 2024)

NOTICE
ANNUAL TOWN
MEETING
NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN
To the legal voters, res-
idents of the Town of
Mendota in the County
of LaSalle and the State
of lllinois, that the Annu-
al Town Meeting of said
Town will take place on
Tuesday, April 9, 2024
being the second Tues-
day of said month at the
hour of 6:00 p.m. at 602
Main Street, Mendota,
IL, for the transaction of

the miscellaneous busi-
ness of the said town;
and after a Moderator
having been elected,
will proceed to hear
and consider reports
of officers, and decide
on such measures as
may, in pursuance of
law, come before the
meeting; and especially
to consider and decide
the following:

Regular Agenda Items
Cemetery Business
Dated March 18, 2024
Linda Corrigan, Town
Clerk

No. 0309

(March 20, 2024)

NOTICE
The Mendota Town-
ship Board meetings
are held on the second
Monday of every month

at 5:00 p.m. unless
otherwise posted. The
dates for 2024-2025

are as follows: May 13;
June 10; July 8; August
12; September 9; Octo-
ber 14; November 11;
December 9; January
13; February 10; March
10; April 14.

Linda Corrigan, Town-
ship Clerk

No. 0310

(March 20, 2024)

NOTICE
The regularly sched-
uled Mendota Township
Board meeting of Mon-
day, April 8, 2024 has

been rescheduled to
Tuesday, April 9, 2024
at 5:00 p.m.

Linda Corrigan, Town-
ship Clerk

No. 0311

(March 20, 2024)

NOTICE
The Restland Cemetery
lot-owners’ meeting will
take place at the Men-
dota Township’s Super-
visor’s Office at 602 S
Main St., Mendota, IL
on April 9, 2024, at 4:00
p.m.
No. 0312
(March 20, 2024)

101

LEGAL NOTICE

This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate  all  ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate  all  ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.”

113
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies that do
business by phone
can’t ask you to pay for
credit before you get it.
For more information,
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from  your
hometown  newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

119
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate  all  ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.”

761-9619. Please leave
a message will return
call ASAP. Fully insured,
in business since 1999.
Servicing Rochelle and
surrounding areas.

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless
licensed or holding a
permit as a childcare
facilityy, ~—may cause
to be published any
advertisement  soliciting
a child care service. A
childcare facility that is
licensed or operating
under a permit issued by
the lllinois Department
of Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed or
issued a permit. Your
Hometown Newspaper
strongly urges any parent
or guardian to verify the
validity of the license
of any facility before
placing a child in its care.

301
ANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY:
Vintage Metal and Wood
Signs, Milk Bottles &
Local Advertising, Oak
Icebox, Iron Door Stop
and Antique Lighting...
Call Dick Harms at
815-562-2928 or email
dickharms@hotmail.com

ANTIQUES WANTED:
| pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. [fit’s antique, I'm
interested in looking! Call
815-562-2928 or email
dickharms @hotmail.com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper
-$3 per Bundle. End
Roll- Cost Depends on
Weight of Roll. Available
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON
ONLY) Rochelle News
Leader.

SPLIT Firewood For
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised  herein s
subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act, which
makes it illegal to
advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination
based on race, color,
religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national
origin, or intention
to make any such
preferences, limitation or
discrimination. We  will
not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate
which is in violation of
the law. All persons are
hereby informed that
dwellings advertised are
available on an equal
opportunity basis.

501
APARTMENT FOR
RENT

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT:

MENDOTA
1 & 2 Bedrooms,
Appliances, A/C
779-375-8932
815-498-2262

203

HELP WANTED

ADVERTISE
WITH US

A‘ ‘e|ecio

Attachments Inc

Melecio Attachments Inc. is Hiring

CNC Operator &

Robot Welding Operator
Starting pay is $22.00 an hour
Vacation & Holiday Pay

Send Resume to:
melecioattachments@live.com

\Questions, call 81 5'539'6057J

03182024

Prime Solutions Inc.
815-690-4025 | Primesolutions1@hotmail.com

Full Remodeling « Services & Repairs « New Additions

Now Hiring

Prime Solutions Inc is hiring full time

carpenters. Experienced a plus but we will train the
right candidate. Please contact 815-690-4025.
Ask for Ken or email Ken@primesol.com

Follow us on at Prime Soluntions INC

Place an Ad:
Money Saver

& Mendota Reporter
815-539-9396

Subscribe:
Money Saver

& Mendota Reporter
815-539-9396

All in the
Classifieds!

601
VEHICLES FOR SALE

Place an Ad:
Money Saver

& Mendota Reporter
815-539-9396

2023 Chevy 1500 Crew Gab LTZ Z71

$51,900

2023 Chevy 1500,
Sunroof, Blue..

rew Cab, LTZ Z71, 4x4,
$51,900

2023 Chevy K-1500 Crew Cab LT, Lthr, 4x4, Z71,
Long Box 6 1/2t, 41K Miles, Red

2022 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ, 4WD,
Z71, 37K Miles, Blue $45,900

2022 Chevy Equinox FWD LT, 42K Miles,
$22,900

2021 GMC Sierra K-1500, SLT, Crew Cab,
4x4, 36K Miles, White.... $43,900

2021 Chevrolet K-1500 Crew Cab, 4x4, LT,
23K Miles, Red $38,900

Subscribe:
Money Saver

& Mendota Reporter
815-539-9396

73K Miles, Red $47,900 Maroon

2023 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ Z71 4x4, 1 owner, leather, heated/cooled
seats, beadliner, sunroof, blue and more!

Silver..............

2021 Chevy Equinox FWD LT, 29K Miles,

2020 Chevy Equinox LT, AWD, 2.0 LTR.,
63K Miles, Silver......ccooveeeveeecneenne. $21,900

2020 Chevy Equinox FWD, LT, 64K Miles,
................................ $18,900

2019 Chevy K-1500 Crew Cab, LT 4x4,
59K Miles, White

2022 Ram 2500 Crew Cab, 4x4, Diesel Laramie, 2018 Chevy Equinox FWD, LT, 36K Miles,

$18,900

Miles

All in the

78K Miles, Black $17,900 Maroon

2021 Chevy K-1500 Custom 4x4 4cyl Turbo, 90K 2017 Chevy 1500 Suburban, 4x4, SLT, One Owner,
$27,900 Sunroof, DVD, 40K miles....

2021 Chevy Equinox FWDLT, Sunroof, Navigation, 2017 Chevy K-1500 Crew LT, 4x4 66K Miles,

$28,900

Classifieds!

109K miles, White

2019 Chevrolet K-1500, Crew Cab, LT, 4x4,

511
STORAGE UNITS

Leather, 87K Miles, Gray..............ceeummeemmnns $28,900

BROTHERS

127
SERVICES AND
REPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn
Care and Tree Work.
Mowing, bushes, spring
clean up, weeding
and much more. Call
Jeremy Furman 815-

ADAM 815-830-4422
Janko Realty

MENDOTA STORAGE UNITS
210 N 4099th Rd., Mendota, II. 61342

Reserve online at www.apm4rent.com

CHEVROLET, INC,

Avai Iable . “Great Deals - Great Service Since 1926”
Ally Financing and
20X20 $195 [ 10X10 $100 P e o Locting
Call g
2

FIND

TRACY 815-791-4582
Advantage Property Mgmt

$29,900 Sunroof, Diesel, 76K Miles, Black

ROADS *~=u

CHEVROLET

2020 Chevy K-2500 Regular Cab 4x4 WT, 6.6 gas, 2016 GMC K-2500, Crew Cab, Denali, 4x4,

$44,900

HIGHWAY 52
SUBLETTE, IL

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied.
Subject to credit approval.

o —
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AUTO SALES

Hector Diaz

Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Chevrolet
3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 » Fax: 815-224-4288 « www.jpchevy.com

REMODELING & HOME REPAIR

z  John McKee
- Remodeling
geﬁnodelﬁng
ome epalr
L Since 1991

Basements * Ceramic Tile ¢
Flooring * Kitchens * Bathrooms

Call for Free Estimate

630-805-2938

Fully Insured

FUNERAL HOME

Catherine Wasmer

Wasmer

FUNERAL HOME
Celebration-Of Life-Center

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

Meyers will
move for you!

Quick, clean, courteous
and careful...
Give us a call to move your
household!

MEYERS
BOY'S MOVING

HWY 251 S. « MENDOTA
815-539-6263

TRANSPORTATION LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Mendota
55 Area Senior
Services

Programs & Services:

+ Transportation Services
+ Caregiver Support & Services

+ Educational Opportunities
(Computer Lab & Resource

+ Options Counseling Center)

+ Lending Closet + Advocacy

+ Senior Health Insurance + Information & Assistance
Program + Congregate Meal Site

+ Senior Center

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL

815-539-7700 + mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

MUFFLERS & BRAKES

All About - Suspensions
MUCH MORE

Now Carrying New & Used T|res

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial ¢ Commermal Residential
For low pitched flat roofs

Featuring Duro-Last®

705 lllinois Ave. ¢ 815-539-5142

License #104005528
www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

S STIHL

WjHusqvarna
205 W. Main 1. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225

mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

SALES & -stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
SERV|CE *Husqvarnu Mowers

+ Dixon ZTR Purts

BIS-S3:8-2412

307 Plaza Dr. » 815-538-2412

COMPLETE
AUTO REPAIR  CifllPER8
SPECIALIZING IN: ENGINESETRANSHISSIONS

Auto Transmission &

Computer Diagnostics

P Ny

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295

Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

CARPENTRY

* New Homes
* Remodeling
+ Kitchens

+ Baths

+ Additions

“+ Garages

* Drywall

+ Ceramic Tile

Nightengales

Thrift Shop

108 Jefferson St Mendota

Open12-3:30
Mon, Wed, Thur Fr Sat | * T 2,

1stand 3rd

Saturday -
/2 0ff

GROCERY STORE

We’'re your full service
grocery store!

1102 Meriden St., Mendota * 815-539-9341
Open 6am-10pm e 7 days a week

Chris Holdenrid
Sr. Vice President,
Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073 .

FIRST STATE BANK

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President
NMLS#477892

\
INSURED FREE
AND K ESTIMATES
BONDED !
ALBERS TREE SERVICE

FIRShSTg«TtE 'ES},%ANCE (815) 539-7867 Dial ‘kEY-STOP" | | H i JAKE 815-303-3751
enaota ariviiie i 706 Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave., Mendota
815-539-5651 License #104005528 o flrss:sst;::z::ztlz - JORDAN 815-252-3521
| SENIORLIVING | moorme |
Eweta Savings Craftworks
BANE fase f//h%'m @ Custom Homes
F I h A Retirement Communlty Local Remodeling & Home
or all your nome Repair
08N needs. Seo Senior Living Redefined — 4
) . N L Morton Buildings, Lid. « Roofing « Decks
Ainna Arleaga 1700 Blll'llllgtOIl St. Mendota, IL 61342 + Siding « Additio®
NMLS #461075 Mendota IL 815-539-9325 Dan Truckenbrod
L ) Jim Stremlau Call us for a{ree esﬁmafefor;!!your
. ol N i . eneral contracting needs
1300 13th Ave. * Mendota, IL 61342 - - Commercial- Ag- Residential ?
(81 5) 539-5656 ¢ www.eurekasavings.com 8 1 5 538 5300 New Construction & Repair 815-780-0259 | Craftworkscustomhomes@yahoo.com

STARVED

ROCK

WOOD PRODUCTS
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinetry °

Millwork * Staircases &
Custom Projects

1605 Division St., Mendota
www.starvedrockwoodproducts.com

815-538-7797

Sicily Pizzeriamgq

Pizza ° Pasta * Subs

Every Thursday get an
Xlg-1 topping pizza for
$19.99

709 13th Ave. « Mendota, Illinois

815-539-5560 « 815-539-7550
Tuesday- Thursday 4pm - 9pm | Friday and Saturday 4pm - 10pm

Dave Manion
ASE Master Certified
Technician

815-615-8600

ave Manion AUto epalr

\'wlr‘[ %

4177 E 050th Road, Mendota, IL 61342

GENERAC GENERAC
GENERATOR

SALES JDEELCHER
SERVICE, 309-246-2102
ANI] 1696 SLLIET[]ENF??HTE 17
INSTALLATION [T

I_r_j] Mathesius Electric LLC

Greg Mathesius

+ Agricultural

Authorized Generac
Dealer and Services

« Commercial GENERAC
* Residential

815-884-9040
Earlville, lllinois

"~ pmzean W ciecrmicseavices [l mEATING/CoOLING - PLUMBING

G ‘
A
(State ID No. 58-100249)

PI.IIMBII\IG & HEATING, INC.

Heating/Cooling * Plumbing
T We Sell & Service All
= \|  Name Brand Appliances

S

815-882-2111
404 W Main St » McNabb

turn to the experts grassersplumbingheating.com

Custom Hay Baling,
Mowing, Raking

Hay, Straw,
Snow Plowing

SCHOENHOLZ
FARMS

Call or E-mail Matt for Prices
815-739-1994 or
m.schoenholz81@gmail.com

INSULATION

331)228-0191

Fully Insured < 30 years Experience
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REAL ESTATE SHRWCASE

FEATURED

Peace and quiet of the country! Welcome to this
lovely log cabin home built in 1991 nestled on 8.95
wooded acres with a stream meandering thru.

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza - Rte. 251 N. - Mendota
815-539-3811

Nt

Welcome Spring ),
in a New Home

f/} If you’re in the market for a new home

this season, we’re here to help you
f;ﬁ‘? ) e ’
%@ﬁw .. make the right pick!

815-539-3811

Helping people find homes since 1983.
1316 Lakewood Plaza + Rte. 251 N. - Mendota

: ‘ . A R ' e I
Gloria Cogdal, Designated Managing Broker Likeuson - A, J:“"I il e i ] TV TR ;i‘mgj ,“73,;, . ‘
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Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101 face book ( ;

| ¢ < Rebecca McPheeters,
cin” ! Designated Managing Broker.
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=l . |PESIGNATED MANAGING BROKER SR 607 Sixth St. Evening Phone Numbers
;/;‘(j;é‘l{l; J b /M\ (708) 220-3338| Mendota Becky McPheeters, Designated
REAL ESTATE ; ‘/M :“ (81§EAL ESTATE AGENT 815) 539-6635 Managing Broker 708-220-3338
(815) 993-775 RS Gty [ (515) 228-4852 e ( ) } Jami Bauer 815-993-7751
) ealty - \ www.tcrealtysales.net
n & Country = I own & Count Lori Munson 815-228-4852
by Realty o %”L‘.’ s Realty i
PP W

1106 lllinois Ave.,
$79,900

Nice 2-3 Bedroom, 1-1/2 story
home in quiet neighborhood. 1409 sq.
feet. Alley access. Great location in

Joe McConville
- - Men :
@ Designated Managing Broker @ - — SMETE
612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL $135,000
815-539-5673 311 Stilson St., Earlville

E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com MLS#11967172. This large home has 4

mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com large bedrooms and 2 full baths.First floor

Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com laundry. It sits on a corner lot witha 2 car i€

Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing. detached garage. Ready for a new owner. = i

Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker 815-910-5673 — e
Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233 FREE Mnn KET ANA[YSIS
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600
Melody Nanzer, Broker 815-228-2842 %W[@WWW
Peri McConville, Broker 815-910-5337
’ VATUEOFYOUR HOMEY

JOE MCCONVILLE 815-910-5673 MARTY MCCONVILLE 815-200-2233
SHARON KIMREY 815-343-3600 MELODY NANZER 815-228-2842
PERI MCCONVILLE 815-910-5337
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