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Discover Park Shelter and
Banquet Hall Rentals to fit your
celebration needs!

Explore nearly 700 acres of park
space, the Disc Golf Course,

An affordable yet challenging
golf experience is closer than

you think! Enjoy golf as it should . Skate Park, FREE Summer
be at River Heights Golf Course The Ellwood Mansion may be Concerts & Movies in the Park,
and Buena Vista Golf Course in called "the house built by year-round Community Events,
DeKalb, lllinois. Book your tee barbed wire,” but there's much Youth/Adult Athletic
time at golfdekalb.com. more to the story. Visit us to Leagues, and much more!
learn about nearly 150 years of
history!

dekalbparkdistrict.com f . in (815) 758-6663
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Lowden State Park

OREGON — One of the
most picturesque sites along
the Rock River is just north
of Oregon in Ogle County.

Legend has it that Chief
Black Hawk, as he left the
area after the Black Hawk
War, talked of the beauty of
the area and admonished his
captors to care for the land
as he and his people had.
Lowden State Park was es-
tablished to care for the land
and allow visitors to share
in the beauty as well. The
park serves as a memorial
to Gov. Frank O. Lowden,
who served Illinois during
World War L.

Just north of Oregon, the
bluffs are graced with a ma-
jestic image of an American
Indian gazing over the Rock
River Valley. This is no or-
dinary statue. It is a 50 foot,
concrete-reinforced wonder
that is awe-inspiring. A trib-
ute to all Native Americans,
but more commonly associ-
ated with Chief Black Hawk,
the statue was designed by
sculptor Lorado Taft.

You can enjoy many
wonderful views of the Rock
River from the park, but the
best view of the statue is from
[llinois Route 2. While the
setting sun seems to bring
the statue to life, it is a spec-
tacular view any time of the
day and during all seasons. A
restoration and preservation
project involving the statue
is currently underway.

For nearly 50 years, Ea-
gles’ Nest was a popular
home for creative people.
The original group includ-
ed artists Ralph Clarkson,
Charles Francis Browne and
Oliver Dennet Grove; writers

Hamlin Garland, Henry B.
Fuller and Horace Spencer
Fiske; architects Irving D.
and Allen B. Pond; sculp-
tors Lorado Taft and Nellie
Walker; organist Clarence
Dickinson; and University
of Chicago Secretary James
Spencer Dickerson. Although
Taft was the moving spirit
behind the colony, it contin-
ued to flourish until 1942, six
years after his death.

About a year after the last
ofthe artists and their families
left the colony, Gov. Lowden
died, and the legislature ap-
propriated $25,000 toward
the cost of a memorial to
him. The citizens of Oregon
and the vicinity, with help
from the now Department of
Natural Resources, matched
that amount so that the for-
mer Eagles’ Nest land could
be purchased as a memorial
park. In 1945, the 63rd Gen-
eral Assembly designated
the 273-acre site as Lowden
State Park.

Lorado Taft, who created

the 50-foot statue as a tribute
to Native Americans, is said
to have thought of the figure
one evening as he and other
members of the Eagles’ Nest
colony stood gazing at the
view from the bluffs. Ac-
cording to a story attributed
to Taft, he and his colleagues
tended to stand with their
arms folded over their chests.
The pose made him think of
the Native Americans who
were soreverent ofthe beauty
of nature and who probably
had enjoyed the same view.

With the help of John G.
Prasuhn, a young sculptor of
the Chicago Art Institute, Taft
created a figure almost 50
feet tall, including a six-foot
base. Reinforced with iron
rods, the hollow statue is &
inches to 3 feet thick. The
interior is accessible to park
employees through a door at
the base. The outer surface,
composed of cement, pink
granite chips and screenings,
is three inches thick.

The figure is estimated to

weigh 100 tons and is thought
to be the second-largest
concrete monolithic statue
in the world. Although Taft
dedicated the statue to Native
Americans, it has become
commonly associated with
Black Hawk. A restoration
projecton the statue is expect-
ed to be completed in 2017.

Accessibility

Parking - All parking areas
are asphalt with designated
accessible parking spots.
There are no paved sidewalks
attached to the parking lots
except at the campground
shower building. Park office
door frame has a slight step
up that may require assistance
for a wheelchair.

Restrooms - All but two
sets of restrooms are acces-
sible, with cement sidewalk
areas leading to the restroom.

Camping - There are
no accessible campsites at
Lowden.

See page 6



MT.MORRIS— Located
in the heart of the Rock River
valley, the 385-acre White
Pines Forest State Park is the
south boundary of'the historic
Chicago-lowa Trail. Today,
the park is perfect for family
getaways to enjoy hiking,
fishing, camping and picnick-
ing. With serene, picturesque
beauty, and modern lodge
facilities amidst a beautiful
forest, there is no better place
to retreat from the everyday
routine than the open spaces
at White Pines.

Along the meandering
banks of Spring and Pine
creeks, this scenic haven has
magnificent trees that share
moss-covered cliffs, strung
with trailing vines. In season,

colorful beds of blossoming
trout lily, solomons seal,
bloodroot, blue-eyed grass,
spring beauty and hepatica
are everywhere.

Among the park’s most
interesting features are the
concrete fords that span the
creeks, allowing visitors to
drive through the flowing
streams, with an accessible
path leading to the stream
bank forwildlife watching and
fishing. Camping and picnick-
ingare popularat White Pines,
with shaded picnicareasalong
Pine Creek and more than 100
campsites and youth group
campgrounds available.

White Pines Lodge, origi-
nally constructed by the Civil-
ian Conservation Corps in the

THE CABINS

PINE CREEK

A hidden gem nestled in the rolling hills of northern lllinois
surrounded by white pines, waterfalls and natural stone.
Plan your escape today.

* Open year-round

* Located outside White
Pines State Park

* Multiple bedrooms/
bathrooms

e Full kitchens

® Private fire rings/grills

6559 W Pines Rd.
Oregon, IL 61061

Ph: 815-881-1180

WWW., pmecreekescape com
A o T
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White Pines Forest State Park

1930s, has modern amenities.
Thereare 13 one-roomcabins,
2 cabins with 4 rooms, and
1 cabin with 2 rooms, for a
total of 23 guest rooms. The
White Pines Lodge Restaurant
features homemade delica-
cies, banquet facilities, and

a dinner theater. White Pines
Forest State Park has seasonal
archery and firearm deer hunt-
ingand, when snow covers the
ground, cross country skiing
trails.

See page 6

Get fun rollin’!

E CRp
ot £

g " ire
Open every weekend:

Fri7-10 pm - Sat1-4 pm & 7-11 pm - Sun1-4 pm (Oct-Jun)
» Adult skate parties - Corporate team building

+ Private or in session packages

815-946-9988 ¢ www.skatingfun.com
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From page 5

White Pines Forest lies
in the heart of Black Hawk
Indian country and is rich in
historic accounts of the war-
riors who resisted the efforts
of settlers to drive them from
the beloved Rock River val-
ley. Eventually, however, the
Black Hawk War forced them
out and Warrior Black Hawk
himself was sent into exile
in the custody of his rival,
Keokuk. When early settlers
arrived, they found this 700-
acre forest of untouched pine
extending for 1/4 mile along
the east bank of Pine Creek.

With a view to preserving
one of Illinois’ last stands of
native white pines and one
of the southernmost stands
of white pines in the United
States, amovement was start-

ed in the early part of the 20th
Centurytosettheareaasideas
astate park. Through efforts of
Ogle County nature lovers, a
bill appropriating $30,000 for
purchase of land was passed
by the legislature in 1903,
but the measure was vetoed.
In 1927, however, they had
more success, and the forest
was acquired.

Accessibility

Parking - The park office
has anasphaltparking lot with
an accessible parking space.

Restrooms - Accessible
vault toilets are available
throughout the park and
campground. During the
Lodge’s operating season
both the gift shop and the
restaurant offer an accessible
flush toilet.

Camping - The Cedar

ip dets, o

From page 4

Boating - The Lowden
S.P. boat launch area has
three docks. All three have
railings and a ramp allowing
wheelchair access. One is
designated as an ADA dock
with railing on one side, the
side without railing is to
allow access to a boat. The
parking area is all asphalt
that transitions to a sidewalk
onto the docks, from the des-
ignated parking spaces to the
docks is approximately 20
yds. The dock surface is a
composite board deck.

Service animals are wel-

Lowden State Park
come in the park, and water
hydrants are available in the
campground area. Any waste
products from the animal
would need to be cleaned up
if able to do so.

Activities
You can enjoy the beauty
of Lowden State Park any
time of the year, and the
picnic areas are open year-
round. Conveniently located
near the parking lots, the
areas includetables, drinking
water, park stoves, outdoor

toilets and litter cans.

See page 8

Ridge Campground has
campsites 16 & 18 designat-
ed accessible, and the Sunny
Crest campground has sites
41, 42, 52 & 82 designated
accessible.

Fishing - Next to Pine
Creek, there are three concrete
wheelchairaccessible fishing
pads. All pads are connected
to accessible parking spaces

White Pines Forest State Park

via concrete sidewalks. Two
of'the pads are before the first
ford, the third pad is just past.
Cabin - The park has an
accessible historic log cabin
(cabin 9) that can be reserved
by calling the Lodge at 815-
655-2400 or by visiting www.
visitwhitepines.com.

See page 9

The Byron Forest Preserve
has something for everyone!

Golf & Dining - Banguet Rooms - Museums
Trails - Programs - Preschool - Field Trips

PrairieView Golf Club
PrairieFire Golf & Grill
Weiskopf Observatory
Heritage Farm Museum

7993 N. River Rd., Byron « (815) 234-8535
www.byronforestpreserve.com
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From page 6

There are 80 Class A
campsites which include
electricity, a shower build-
ing, and a sanitary dumping
station for trailers. Another
option is the campground
cabin which has two sets of
bunk beds, a full-sized bed
and electricity.

Also available are 38
Class B/S campsites which
do not offer electricity, but
do have access to showers.
For the true wilderness ex-
perience, there are 8 Class D
primitive hike-in only camp-
sites. During the summer, a
refreshment stand provides
cool drinks, ice and wood.
Contact park staff upon ar-
rival for a camping permit.

The scenic Rock River
flows through 34 miles of

Ogle County, with an aver-
age midsummer depth of 3
feet. A boat launching ramp
and boat docks are located
across theriver from the park,
1 mile north of the town of
Oregon on Illinois Route
2. Motor boaters and water
skiers will enjoy all the river
has to offer, but swimming is

notpermitted. Boatfishermen
can spend their time catching
largemouth and smallmouth
bass, bluegill, sunfish, crap-
pie, channel catfish, northern
pike, walleye, bullhead, carp,
sucker and drum.

Almost 4 miles of good
foot trails lead visitors
through the natural wonders

Lowden State Park

and beauty of Lowden State
Park. You can enjoy the beau-
ty of Lowden State Park any
time of the year, and the pic-
nic areas are open year-round.
Conveniently located near the
parking lots, the areas include
tables, drinking water, park
stoves, outdoor toilets and
litter cans.

Oregon has TWO Award Winning
Music Stores!

LS

UE\ULEL‘ oTATnGN AMERIC

OREGONJILIIIT™=7

Follow us on Facebook
for shop hours, sales,
and special events.

Acoustic Guitars
Electric Guitars
Bass Guitars
Banjos
Mandolins
Ukuleles
Dulcimers
World Percussion
Amplifiers
Accessories
and More!

1000 Washington Street | Oregon, lllinois 61061 | (815) 994-1246
Owner: John Meola Lindhorst

www.ukulelestationamerica.com

0

WWWw.oregonmusicgarage.com




From page 6

Trails - The Joe Eichholz
memorial nature trail offers a
1/2-mile wheelchair accessi-
ble trail that has a gravel base.

Picnicking - The Ford View
accessible picnic shelter is
located just past the first ford.
Ford View is connected to
the parking lot by a concrete
sidewalk and hasanaccessible
water fountain.

Service animals are wel-
come in the park, and water
is available at the Ford View
picnic shelter.

Activities

Looking to spend a night
under the stars? White Pines
has 103 class B/S campsites
with vehicular access and a
shower/flush toilet building.
There are 3 electric hook-up
sites (17, 18 & 33), which
sometimes serve as our camp-
ground hostsites and therefore
may or may not be available
for rent. There are also sites
available for the physical-
ly challenged. Soft ground
conditions may sometimes
close campgrounds during the
months of March and April.

Call ahead during those
times to check the status.

Availability is generally not
a problem aside from holiday
weekends. Thereis an alcohol
baninthe campgroundall year
around. Camping rates are
$10 a night for a non-electric
and $20 for an electric site.
Limitations on a site are 4
adults or 1 family per site, 2
tents per site and 2 vehicles
per site. Each site has a fire
ring and a picnic table.

There are also youth group
campgrounds available. Res-
ervations willno longerbe ac-
cepted through the park office.
While pets are allowed in the
park you’re required to have
proof of current rabies vacci-
nation with you, keep the pet
leashed at all times and not to
be left unattended. Excessive
barking will not be allowed.
All laws and regulations are
strictly enforced.

Whether you choose an
easy walking trail or a more
difficult path, three of the
seven marked trails are less
than a mile long and provide
ample opportunity to see
the beautiful vine-covered
limestone bluffs, blossoming
spring flowers and whispering
pines.

See page 10

White Pmes Forest State Park
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‘discovery
center.....

Rockford, IL
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Check our
website for special
events and classes

throughout the year

as well as awesome
summer camps!
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From page 9

The trails have color-coded
markers to aid the hiker in ori-
enteering. A nature trail with
a limestone-screened path is
accessible for the physically
challenged.

Archery deer and firearm
deer hunting are allowed in
season as part of the site’s deer
reduction program. Hunting
is allowed on 300 acres. Visit
Huntlllinois.org. A perfect
place for a family outing,
there are several shaded picnic
areas along Pine Creek with
water, fireplaces, tables and
children’s playgrounds. Ofthe
foursheltersinthese areas, two
can be reserved online.

White Pines Inn, originally
constructed by the Civilian
Conservation Corps in the
1930s, has undergone an ex-

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
SCAN THE QR CODE.

tensiverenovation. Topreserve
the historic ambiance of this
wonderful log cabin inn, the
original stone and timbers were
retained and the new features
were carefully blended to
enhance the original structure.

The

Secrt Life

of Butterflies

Thisisaperfectlocation for
weekend getaways near Chi-
cago. Numerous homemade
delicacies are offered at the
White Pines Inn Restaurant.
The restaurant can accommo-
dateupto223 people withsev-

,’ MARCH 23 — MAY 26, 2024

nicholasconservatory.com €

White Pines orest State Park

eral meeting/banquet rooms,
one that can seat up to 125.
Wedding receptions, retreats,
seminars and family reunions
are all handled professionally
and skillfully. The lodge also
offers amatinee dinner theater.

& N

Neg



OREGON —CastleRock
State Park is located along the
west bank of the Rock River
in Ogle County, 3 miles south
of Oregon on Illinois Route 2.
Theparkiscentrally locatedin
the Rock River Hills region of
[llinois, and its rolling topog-
raphy is drained by the Rock
River. The park is representa-
tive of the Rock River Hills
area with rock formations,
ravines and unique northern
plantassociations. Asandstone
bluff, adjacent to the river, has
given the park its name.

[llinois tribes of native
Americans inhabited the re-
gionuntil 1730 when the Sauk
and the Fox tribes, who were
being forced westward by the
colonists, invaded and inhab-

Enjoy Cozy Log Cabins, Delicious
Home Cooked Meals & Heartfelt Hospitality

in the middle ‘of a Pine Forest!

NEAR OREGON,

ited the region. The Native
Americans called the river in
thenew territory “Sinnissippi,”’
meaning “rocky waters.”
Intheearly 1800s, thenative
Americans were again forced
westward into Iowa. In 1831,

ILLINOIS JUST 30 MILES SOUTHWEST OF ROCKFORD
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Castle Rock State Park

Blackhawk, the Sauk chief,

led his people in a series of
raids back into Illinois to
reclaim their ancestral lands.
The battles that followed were
known as the Blackhawk Indi-
anwars. ChiefBlackhawk was

»ﬂ(

captured in 1832 and ordered
to a reservation.

The Castle Rock area was
settled by New Englanders
early in the 19th century.

See page 13

Located in the beautiful
White Pines Forest State Park
with miles of hiking trails along bubbling
streams and limestone bluffs.

Authentic log cabins with fireplaces; some have
romantic suites; some are pet-friendly
Fantastic Monthly Cabin Specials listed online!

Award-winning Landmark Lodge Restaurant open
daily for Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

* Wedding Reception/Banquet Venue available
* Charming Country Gift Shoppe

GG2024

www.visitWhitePines.com | 815-655-2400
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Come To Roc[ye a 271;[7 Annua[ __

HERITAGE FESTIVAL

Augdust 16, 17, & 18, 202%
DOWNTOWN ROCHELLE

FREE Admission! FREE Entertainment!
FREE Kids Zone!

Carnival & Games * Great Food
Car Show °* Craft Show * Beer
Garden * Parade * Live Music

Everyone
WELCOME

For more

info & full :

entertainment 3
schedule, visit us | —

online:

www.LHHFest.com E

[i |@l Lincoln nghway Heritage FestivaI’



From page 11

This area was proposed
as a state park in 1921 by the
“Friends of Our Native Land-
scape,” whoacquired some of
the land they described as “a
unique wilderness remnant
of great natural beauty and
scientific interest.” In 1964,
the Natural Lands Institute, a
non-profit natural lands pres-
ervation group, conducted a
public fundraising campaign
to preserve part of the Castle
Rock area.

Castle Rock was rec-
ognized in Illinois as an
outstanding area of major
scientificimportancein 1965.
It was established as a project
area, and land acquisition by
the State of Illinois started
in 1970.

Atthe present time, Castle

Rock consists of approximate-
ly 2,000 acres, 710 of which
are designated as an Illinois
Nature Preserve. The site
was dedicated as a state park
in 1978.

The basis for the acquisi-
tion of Castle Rock State Park
is the protection of natural
resources unique to Illinois. A

Sculpted

6734 N German Church Road
Byron, IL

(815) 234-4653
prairieviewgolf.com
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thin layer of glacial till covers
thisregionand several distinc-
tive plant species, remnants of
the native forest and prairie,
still exist. In one valley, 27
different types of ferns have
been identified. The park is
one of the largest significant
natural areas in the northern
part of Illinois.

i 795

Castle Rock State Park

Most of the outstanding
natural features are located in
the dedicated Nature Preserve
whichisprotected by state law.
Use of the 710-acre preserve
is restricted to scientific study
and limited interpretation
activities.

See page 14

GFire

6734 N German Church Road, Byron, IL

In
Lo

‘/.L

prairiefii’egolf.com | (815)234-FIRE (34-73)

RESERVE YOUR BAY TODAY!
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From page 13

The planned development
of Castle Rock centers around
the Nature Preserve. All de-
velopment is limited by soil
types.

Soil types consist of silt
loams and fine, sandy loams
which are connected with the
general high degree of slopes,
which help to limit use and
development at Castle Rock.
These soils are subject to se-
vere erosionunder heavy use.

CastleRockisalargesand-
stone butte situated between
the Rock River and Illinois
Route 2. The rock is made up
of St. Peter sandstone. In only
a few places in Illinois does
St. Peter sandstone comes
to the surface, even though
it underlies practically the
entire state.

FIND YOUR

visithorthwestillinois.com

Accessibility

Parking - The main parking
lot is asphalt with designated
parking spaces. Thereare side-
walks leading to the restrooms
at each of the parking areas
with smooth transitions be-
tween parking lotand sidewalk
as well as into the restroom
stall itself. It is a very short
distance from the parking lot
to the restroom.

|ll|n0|s

(}d&wa%

enjoy

illinois

Scenic Overlook - The
parking area at the scenic
overlook is asphalt with des-
ignated parking spaces. The
steps leadingup tothe overlook
itselfis wood construction with
metal steps.

Observation Deck - The
parking area at the south trails
access point and the wetlands
parking lot are gravel sur-
faces.

The wetlands parking lot

F ‘ 1

Castle Rock State Park
area has a ramp at one end
of the parking lot leading up
to an observation deck of the
wetland area. A wheelchair/
mobility device could access
the observation deck with
minimal distance on a gravel
surface.

Restrooms - The shelter
and boat launch areas have
accessible vault toilets.

See page 15

—

Closed Sun. & Mon.
Tue. & Thurs. 8-7
Wed. & Fri. 8-5
Sat. 8-1

ST SalortE S

o
600 Gale St, Oregon, IL - 815-732-2477
. Www joannestotalimage.com



From page 14

Service animals are wel-
comeinthe park,and there are
water hydrants near the picnic
shelter. Any waste produced
by the animal would need to
be cleaned up if able to do so.

Activities
CastleRock doesnothavea
campground except foraprim-
itive camping area accessible
only by canoe orboat. Limited
squirrel, turkey and deer hunt-
ing are available at the park.
For more information, please

contact the park office.
Along the Rock River,
Castle Rock offers 1 1/2 miles
of bank fishing. Aboatramp is
available forpublicuse, where
boat size is limited due to the
varying depth of the river.
The most commonly caught
fish is the catfish, but some

LOCATED WITHIN FRANKLIN |
CREEK STATE NATURAL AREA

bass, northerns, walleye, and
crappie may be taken.
Thereare 6 miles of marked
hiking trails where hikers can
view woodland animals and
birds inhabiting the park and
photographers can sharpen
their skills. Cross-country

2024 Rock River Valley Getaway Guide * 15

skiing and tobogganing also
are available when weather
permits.
Threepicnicareasareavail-
able for use at Castle Rock,
with shelters, picnic tables,
playground equipment, grills,

toilets and drinking water.

FRANKLIN CREEK GRIST MILL
Grist Mill and Interpretive Center

Open Apr thur Oct
Sat & Sun ¢ Noon-4PM

Come Enjoy:

Castle Rock State Park

Scattered picnic tables are
also present along the river.
One of the picnic areas offers
abeautiful view over the Rock
River Valley.

Two of the park’s shelters
may be reserved for a fee
(contact the 51te headquarters)

I

Miles of Hiking Trails & Guided Hikes
Grinding Demos, Tours & Nature Exhibits
Stewardship Days, Music Nights & Educational Programs
Fun and Relaxation for the Entire Family

Visit FranklinCreekConservation.org or
@franklincreekconservation on Facebook for details

MILL SPRINGS COTTAGE
2 bed/2 bath upstairs rental
Quaint and quiet getaway - More
info can be found on our website

FCCA's mission is to promote, conserve, and

appreciate the natural area of Franklin Creek
through stewardship, education, partnerships,
and community engagement.

AII proceeds support the m|SS|on of Franklm Creek Conservatlon Association
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Geocaching available at Byron Forest Preserve

BYRON — Geocaching
is a fun, GPS-based activity
in which individuals hunt
for a hidden container. Geo-
caches, or caches, contain
a log book for individuals
to sign and larger ones may
contain items called “swag”
that individuals may trade.

Thereare41 geocaches on
Byron Forest Preserve prop-
erties; most are beginner and
family-friendly. Download
the geocaching app to begin.
After you create an account,
you will see icons on the
map showing the geocaches
in the area.

New and free accounts
will only be allowed to seek
beginner caches that are less
challenging. Select a cache,
and you will see apopup with

Bring 2 €

Kill's

the name, distance from you,
the difficulty of the hide, and
the difficulty of the hike.

Tapagain, and you will see
the cache details, such as the
description, hints, and when
it was last found, as well as a
button to “navigate.” Switch
to the compass view, and
you’re on your way.

When you find the geo-
cache, sign the log book,
trade swag if you want to,
and log the find online. Be
sure to close the container
and put it right back where
you found it. Then move on
to the next one.

Geocaching is available
as a Scout Badge Workshop,
family field trip, or home
school program. If you are a
cacher who would like to hide

Gifts, Collectibles, Antiques,

Art Prints, Musical Instruments,

] New/Used Brand Name Furniture,
Mattresses & So Much More!

_gell - Trade

|
me great Jeals!

ruck to bring bo

/tading Plost

geocaches on our preserves,
please have your proposed
location(s) approved toavoid
ecologically sensitive areas.

Please avoid areas marked

RO

as [llinois Nature Preserves.
Geocaches that are placed
without permission may be
removed by staff members
atthe Byron Forest Preserve.

Three Excmng Escape Rooms offer fun and
exciting 60-minute games for groups
of 4 to 8 participants.

FUN GROUP ADVENTURE GAMES

1170 DeKalb Ave, #107 < Sycamore
815-262-6906 - SycoEscapeRooms.com

RESERVE YOUR ADVENTURE TODAY AT
SYCOESCAPEROOMS.COM




ROCHELLE — Located
at the junction of two major
railroads in Rochelle and
open 24 hours a day, the Ro-
chelle Railroad Park is a real
“hot spot” for train watching
from the observation area.
Other park features and ame-
nities include a Gift Shop,
parking, public restrooms,
picnic areas, railroad artifacts
and information, and more.

The Rochelle Railroad
Park is the first park in the
nation built just for visitors
to see operating trains. The
story of railroads in Rochelle
begins in 1854 when the Air
Line Railroad was completed
between Chicago and the
town of Lane (Lane was the
first name of Rochelle). The

railroad later became the
Chicago and North Western
and today is owned by the
Union Pacific (UP).
Sixteen years later the
Chicago & lowa Railroad
was built through Rochellein
1870 and it crossed over the
Air Line Railroad between
11th Street and 12th Street.
The railroad was later called
the Chicago, Burlington, and
Quincy before becoming
the Burlington Northern
Santa Fe (BNSF). In Janu-
ary of 2005 another name
change took place, and even
though the holding company
name remains the Burling-
ton Northern Santa Fe, the
introduction of the new rail
subsidiary name and logo

The place where agricultural
history was made...

VisitlohnDeere.com
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Rochelle Railroad Park

took place.

Therailroad isnow identi-
fied asthe BNSF. The original
BNSF depot on Main Street
was built in 1921 when it
replaced the original 1890
Depot. For many years both

Is here:

railroads had daily passen-
ger service to Chicago or
the West Coast, but the last
passenger service in Rochelle
ended in 1971.

See page 18

THE JOHN DEERE HISTORIC SITE

Stand in the spot where John Deere created the first
commercially successful steel plow and relive the

experience of his original blacksmith shop. Discover where
John Deere history began - and changed the world of

agriculture forever.

FREE ADMISSION

OPEN
SEASONAL: Sunday:1p.m. - 5p.m.
APRIL - Monday: Closed
OCTOBER Tuesday: 1p.m.— 5p.m.

Wednesday - Saturday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Download the

Visit John Deere mobile
guide to enhance
your experience.

JOHN DEERE
HISTORIC SITE

Grand Detour, [llinois

(815) 652-4551 | 8334 S. Clinton St. | Grand Detour (Dixon), IL 61021
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Today these two railroads
daily haul millions of tons
of merchandise on at least
80 to 90 trains a day through
Rochelle in a 24 hour period.
This has made Rochelle a
“hot spot” for train watching,
drawing visitors from every
state in the nation and world
wide. Because of the number
of visitors Rochelle acquired
the land in 1995 and con-
structed a park just for train
watching. The park, which
was dedicated Aug. 30, 1998,
includes a handicapped ac-
cessible observation pavilion
with various vantage sites for
the best visitor viewing and
photography.

Visitors can see locomo-
tives from many differentrail-
road companies pass through

Rochelle. They include the
Union Pacific and the BNSF.
Other units from railroads
of the Eastern United States,
Mexico, and Canada also pass
through from time totime. One
will also see engines wearing

Flagg Townshlp Museum
Rochelle’s Place for History

Open
Thursday — Sunday
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

2024 — Events at the Museum

Subject to change - check with the museum
Freedom of Faith Reception, February 24
Chautaugua Programs, March 25-28
Poetry Slam, April date TBD
Dog Day at the Iron Fountain, May 4
“Cut the Square”, June date TBD
Heritage Festival Parade Float, August 18
From the Foundation Fundraiser, September date TBD
The History of the VFW, November date TBD
Decorate the Museum, November 30
Santa at the Museum, December &

Holiday Tea Fundraiser, December 14, 15

518 Fourth Avenue « Rochelle IL 61068 » 215 562-3040
www.flaggtownshipmuseumrochelle.org

their color schemes from past
mergers, mixed within the
power of a passing freight.
The radio transmissions that
you are listening to are actual
railroad communications from
thedispatchertothetraincrews

GOAT'VOG'A'

Sc’r.,A r|| 13 ‘-
- 1:00 & 2:15 p.m.

PUBLIC
LIBRARY

Rochelle Railroad Park
and track workers.

‘We monitor bothmain lines
through Rochelle for the UP
and the BNSF. Dispatching
originates for the UP in Oma-
ha Nebraska, and out of Fort
Worth Texas for the BNSF.
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Fairs and festlvals in Ogle County

Ogle County Fair

The first Ogle County Fair
was held in October of 1853
onthe lawn ofthe Ogle Coun-
ty Courthouse. In the early
years, it was held at several
places and on one occasion,
in Byron.

Since the fairgrounds were
used for the Ogle County 4-H
show each year a group of
4-H parents and concerned
citizens was formed to find
a new fairgrounds. This was
a daunting task, but was
achieved in 1993.

There was a minimal fair
held by the 4-H in 1992 at
St. Mary Learning Center
located West of Oregon, just
off of Illinois Route 64.

ByronFest

ByronFest, one of the
finest family festivals in
Northern Illinois, is held
annually during the second
full weekend in July.

ByronFest is a venture of
the Byron Chamber of Com-
merce designed to encourage
and promote tourism in the
Byron area and to showcase
the Byron community to the
many visitors who travel to
Byron forthe three-day event.

In addition, the festival

provides an opportunity for
many not-for-profit orga-
nizations to raise funds for
various projects. Some local
organizations that have taken
advantage of'this opportunity
throughout the years include
Byron Lions Club, Byron
Kiwanis Club, Byron Key
Club and much more.

Fall Festival

Stillman Valley in its early
days was very communi-
ty-oriented and had many
activities forall ages. Among
them were: an opera house in
the early 1900’s, the Grange,
S.V.Woman’s Club (founded
by Julia Hull around 1915),
quilting bees, school plays,
church programs, dances,
community band, pool hall,
nationally renowned recre-
ation park (founded in 1921),
village Christmas Tree (1935)
and even a bowling alley
(1946).

The fall festival most
certainly is a circulation of
these events from our past,
butitseems there were several
significant occasions which
played a key role in forming
today’s festival.

PT&C Days

Polo Town & Country

Mendota’s 77th Annual
SWEET CORN FESTIVAL

August 8-11, 2024

FREE ADMISSION!
FREE PARKING! FREE ENTERTAINMENT!

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
Carnival ride armband discounts.
Buy a Mega armband for unlimited rides all weekend
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY
Crafter’'s Marketplace and Flea Market featuring 200+
vendors in handmade crafts and unique merchandise.

Grand Parade at 1 PM on Sunday, August 11th.

FREE, delicious, hot, buttered
sweet corn Sunday afternoo

For full entertainment schedule:
www.sweetcornfestival.com

Ogle County Fair

Days was first organized in construction of a city pool.
1966 by the Polo Jaycees as
a way to raise money for the

See page 20

\\!‘V/

Dk Diamon

MUSIC STORE, LLC.
1329 E. SOUTH ST FREEPORT, IL  815-233-0118

Instruments * Amps * Accessories * Lessons ¢ Recording Studio

FULL
SERVICE
MUSIC &
STORE &

815-288-4500

207 West First Street
Dixon, IL 61021

Tues-Fri 10 to 5~Sat 10-4
Visit us on Facebook
waterfrontgifts@comcast.net

~ Antiques ~
~ Primitives ~
~ Collectibles ~

SCAN ME

GG2024
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The first festival was a
three day celebration which
included such events as a
carnival, kiddie parade, drum
and bugle corps exhibition,
and alarge community parade
to finish out the weekend.

Now — 57 years later, the
festival has expanded into a
four day event that is kicked
offwith one ofthe mostamaz-
ing fireworks displays in the
area. The annual parade still
closes out the celebration,
and sandwiched in between
are four days filled with fun
for young and old.

Make plans to visit Polo
during Town & Country Days
the third weekend in June.

Summer Daze

Come to Leaf River for

Leaf River Daze. It is a great
way to start the summer.
Friday is all about food,
music, a tractor rodeo, and
fireworks. Saturday is the
truck and tractor pull by the
FFA Alumni, a tractor and
farm equipment show, the
Lions Club car show, free
games and activities for the
kids, and a variety of food.

Sunday, before you stake
your spot along the parade
route, enjoy apork chop BBQ
prepared by the Ogle County
Pork Producers and served by
the Leaf River Lions Club.
The 2024 LeafRiver Summer
Daze event will be held in
early June.

Heritage Fest

The Lincoln Highway
Heritage Festival, empha-
sizing family entertainment

iThrowback Thursdays
with Lil @2:30

Collectibles

Vintagelltems & Clothing

Crafts Retro & Vintage Jewelry.

Antigues Assonted Metal & [INeon' Signs

Consignments Furniture

Petroleum tems Mid=Centunry ltems

708 Lincoln Ave., Rochelle, IL « 815-562-7915
Open Tuesday-Saturday 10am-4pm

Follow us on Facebook for all updateso

GG2024

Lincoln Highway Heritage Festival

and community pride, is a everyone attending.

celebration of Rochelle’srich
past and present history of AUtUumnon Parade
transportation, business and ~ Byron Hutchins moved to
industrial development. Oregon in 1969.

This community event is
family-friendly and free to

TIMBER LAKE PLAYHOUSE

2024 SEASON

o i mg:_.n et e

30TH - JUNE 9TH ! JUNE 13TH - 23RD : JUNE 27

See page 21

g MAY TH - JULY 7TH

TheMusical

MAY 7TH- 11TH JULY 23RD - 27TH % SEPTEMBER 6TH - 15TH

EDUCATION PROGRAM | FALL CONCERTS | COMMUNITY EVENTS | FAMILY FUN

8215 BLACK OAK ROAD MOUNT CARROLL, ILLINOIS
(815) 244 - 2035  TIMBERLAKEPLAYHOUSE.ORG
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He served as an advisor
with the University of Illinois
Extension Service helping
to create several committees
for the betterment of small
communities. One of these
committees was for a festival.
He was joined by other local
leaders- Ray Appler, James
Barnes, Ron Fafnis, Anne
Jones, and Cecelia Zimmer-
man. A contest was held to
name the event, and Kathryn
Gelander won a $25 Savings
Bond gifted by the Oregon
Woman’s Club with her entry
of “Autumn on Parade”.

Seven booths lined up on
Third Street on a rainy day
in 1970 which has grown
into an average of 180 booths
surrounding courthouse
square. Determination, some

dreaming, and creative in-
put-perhaps sprinkled with
a few lofty ideas- has led to
many additions and changes
along the way. We’ve seen
pig scrambles, canoe rallies,
a fishing derby, Civil War
Encampments, Quilt Shows,
Big Wheel Races, the Duck
Dash, many years of the An-
tique Tractor Shows and Auto
Classics, as well as our ever
fabulous parade.
Weshinealightonourlocal
histories like Chana School
and the Depot Restoration
and use our phenomenal parks
and their services to support
the needs of an event this
size. Local civic and not-for-
profit organizations form the
backbone of the Food Court
and then put their hard-earned
profitsrightback into our com-
munity. City and Emergency

BerryView
Orchard

Mount Morris, IL

Saturdays

Sundays
8am - 4pm
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Lincoln Highway Heritage Festival

services work closely to keep
us safe, creating a seamless
transition from managing a
population of 3800 to an in-
stant 75,000 passing through
the community throughout the
festival weekend.

Booster Days

The annual Creston Booster

Days is known throughout the
region as one of the top, small-
town festivals.

Asinthe past, the weekend
features a parade, a carnival,
live entertainment, a car show,
booths, bingo and much more.
Join us at the Creston Booster
Park forfood, rides, live music,
vendors and lots of fun.

August 24 & 25 ~
Opening Weekend!

Aronia Berries and Fresh Apple Cider Donuts Daily
Seasonally Available Apple Varieties:

Orchard store featuring local:

FARMS

* Honey * Jams -

- Sops  + AppleCider Honeycrisp

PMeats - FaliDécor | Cotland ~ Golden Delicious
ssizon = Gala ~Jonagold ~ Macintosh

Fuji ~ Braeburn

Open seasonally through October 22nd!
Hope to see you soon!

7504 W. Midtown Rd.
Mt. Morris, IL 61054

815-440-5159
berryvieworchard.com

———FOLLOW US ON——
@ FACEBOOK &
@ INSTAGRAM

—FOR WEEKLY UPDATES—

Ellwood House Museum

Experience immersive exhibits, interactive tours, and
captivating stories bridging past and present
generations. Book your visit today.

420 Linden Place, Dekalb IL
ellwoodhouse.org | 815.756.4609
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Golf courses in the Ogle County area

Shady Oaks

Shady Oaks Country Club
is a challenging public golf
course thatoffersaunique and
challenging 18-hole layout
where accuracy off the tee
and accurate approach shots
are rewarded.

At 6,212 yards from the
tips, Shady Oaks doesn’t “ap-
pear” to be difficult, but don’t
let the yardage fool you. The
tight tree lined fairways and
small sloped greens can take
atoll on even the most patient
golfersand make scoring very
difficult. Shady Oaks is open
to the public and has four sets
oftees for varying skill levels.

Shady Oaks Country Club
is open to the public. To book
atee time, call 815-849-5424.

Players can also book online
or learn more about member-
ships, rates, course details,
outings and more at https://
www.shadyoakscc.com/.

Silver Ridge

Located just off of Illinois
Route 2 between Byron and
Oregon, Silver Ridge Golf
Course is a one-of-a-kind lay-
outdesignedtotestall abilities.
The courseisaunique mixture
of hills and trees that makes
you feel completely discon-
nected fromreality. Comeplay
Silver Ridge today so you can
relax and block the world out
for at least a few hours.

We have 18 holes, a prac-
tice facility including range to
sharpen your skills, a profes-
sional ready to teach any skill

89 Booths * 174 Show Cases * Over 100+ Dealers

- 35,000 Sq. Ft. -

Olde Timers

level from beginner to expert,
multiple banquet rooms for
parties and get-togethers forall
different sizes and occasions,
a fully stocked pro shop, and
a family friend staff that is
experienced andready tomake
sure your golf outing or event
exceeds your expectations.
We know you’ve been
playing in the fairway but

Silver Ridge Golf Course
venture out to experience this
diamond in the rough. Silver
Ridge is the diamond you’ve
beensearching for. The course
islocatedat 3069 N. HillRoad,
Oregon.

For more information, go
to http://www.silverridgegolf.
com.

See page 23

Antique Centr®

Unlimited

Dekalb County’s

“One of the Finest
un Illinois”

Oldest Quilt Shop

Stop by when you attend

Strndiny a6 Sendotieh Andigme Mk

at the Sandwich Fairgrounds

2nd Sundays from 8-4pm
July 14 Aug 11

Gift Certificates Available!

June 9 Oct 13

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
131 East Church Street (Route 34)
Sandwich, Illinois 60548
(2 blocks east of Main St.)
OPEN EVERY DAY
10:00a.m.—5:00p.m.

Phone (815) 786-6430

www.oldetimersantiques.com
GG2023

2627 Matta R, Clore,I. - ust 1 mile north of R, 64 n
B15-393-3414 « bosketcasesunlimited.com

FaYaYsYaVa V|
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PrairieView

Experience premier public
golf at its finest. Owned and
operated by the Byron Forest
Preserve District, PrairieV-
iew’s bentgrass layout boasts
beautiful views of restored do-
lomite prairieland that simply
cannot be found elsewhere.
Golfers are treated to a varied
mix of tight tree-lined holes
and open links-style holes.

With challenging greens,
dramatic bunkering, and su-
preme conditioning, the course
will test the skills and nerves
of every golfer. In addition
to the course, PrairieView
features GPS golf carts, large
practice greens, a grass-tee
driving range, and the Prai-
rieGrass Pub with deck and
patio seating. Visit www.
prairieviewgolf.com.

PrairieView is also home
to PrairieFire Golf & Grill,
a YEAR-ROUND Toptracer
Range® with eight heated
hitting bays using the latest in
digital Toptracer® technology.
PrairieFire is open well into
the night and has illuminated
targets, amazing food, and
loads of golf fun for golfers
andnon-golfersall year-round.
Book your bay reservation
today. Visit online at www.
prairiefiregolf.com.

Fairways GC

Fairways Golf Course is a
unique par-66 course designed
by Perry Maxwell of the
ASGCA. The 18-hole course
has been open since 1929
and offers mature tree-lined
fairways with country club
course conditioning and an
average round time of three-
and-a-half hours.

COFFEE - SWEETS - ANTIQUES

Gourmet Coffees © Chocolates
Antinques * Vintage * Collectibles
Candles © Stationary © Inis Skin Care

Rustic Elegance in a
Historic Atmosphere

Wed.-Saturday 10-5
By the Tracks - 12554 E. Route 64, Kings, IL

www.sweetrevivalantiques.com

Watch for our Special events!

GG2024

VR

To book a tee time, call
815-562-6666 or visit online
at http://www.fairwaysgolf-
course.com. For more infor-
mation, contact Fairways Golf
Course on Facebook, visit
online or call the pro shop.

Sunset GC

Sunset Golf Course was
founded in 1937 by the Kable
brothers and other prominent
figures in Mount Morris Town-
ship. In 1990 the course layout
changed with the addition of
four holes which now play as
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PrairieView Golf Club
Nos 4, 5, 6 and 8.

The course’s most well
known attraction is the 7th
hole which is a 100 yard par
3 that requires golfers to hit
their shot over a giant ravine
known by locals as the Pit. On
the original course layout this
played as the final hole, but
today it is the seventh.

What seems like such a
simple hole has played mind
games with golfers for years.
Even the best golfers have
managed to ruin their rounds
after challenging this hole.

AT MEMORIAL PARK

Thursday, August 1st - Sunday, August 3rd 2024

Fireworks! - Family Fun Night - Car Show
Bags Tournament - Craft Show - Trivia
Bingo - Beer Garden - Parade - & More!

* Live Music! Back Country Roads *

Everyone Welcome. Come for a Good Time & Bring a Friend.
Follow Forreston Sauerkraut Days on Facebook.



: One of a Kind

Kishauwau Cabins is

- 17 Cahins the perfect Illinois getaway

. Well Spaced to relax and unplug just a 10 minute

: 65 Acres drive from Starved Rock & Matthiessen
. U Weaded State Parks. We have 17 well spaced

cabins in varying sizes that are perfect
for your next family reunion, single
family vacation, or just a romantic
getaway for 2.

10 Minutes from
. Stawed Reock

i Each cabin offers a full kitchen, personal
+ outdoor bonfire pit with picnic table &
$50 Off per night i grill as well as indoor wood stove or gas

E Family Reunions
I With A2+ Weeknight St . . : .
 From March 1. May 2, 2004, fireplace. All cabins have central air and Single Family

) Vacations

Good toward new reservations. Date exclusions apply.

are furnace heated.
Romantic Couples

KishauwauCabins.com Getaway

901 N. 2129th Rd. * Tonica, IL

Family Owned &
Operated for
Over 35 Years

LET'S CONNECT

rajtrir n

SCAN HERE
FOR MORE INFO



