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By KIP CHEEK
Staff writer

MENDOTA – Municipal codes are 
established for safety purposes and are 
meant to be adhered to. City leaders are 
taking a tougher stance to make sure 
that happens in Mendota.

At the March 4 regular meeting of 
the Mendota City Council, Mayor Da-
vid Boelk outlined procedures that he 
described as “an effort to revitalize the 
city of Mendota for economic vitality 
and prevent further deterioration by 
enhancing and enforcing contract reg-
istration, building permits and business 
registration.”

Some of the areas the city has iden-
tified for improvement include:

• All contractors must register at the 
City Clerk’s office.

• Ensure all construction work in 
commercial building is done by a reg-
istered contractor.

• Many projects for residential work 
need to be completed by registered 
contract workers, including electrical, 
plumbing, concrete, demolition/moving 
walls, roofs, solar panels, additions and 
new construction. Also, inspections at 
certain stages of new construction.

• Building permits are obtained and 
displayed at the building site before 
work can begin. If permits are not dis-
played, work may be stopped until a 

permit is obtained and displayed.
• Increasing prices to mirror others 

within the area.
• Following Illinois Building Code, 

Life Safety, Plumbing and Electrical 
Books.

Boelk said the city is in the process 
of hiring a part-time or contract with a 
company for a new building inspector. 
He said the city is updating ordinances 
and establishing more consistent prac-
tices and procedures. 

As part of this process, the city is 
inviting contractors, business owners 
and homeowners to attend one of three 
listening sessions for people to share 
their thoughts and concerns. Meetings 
are scheduled for Monday, April 1 at 6 
p.m., Wednesday, April 3 at 8 a.m. and 
Monday, April 8 at noon, all in the City 
Council Chambers inside the Mendota 
Police Department.

A roomful of business owners and 
citizens attended the council meeting 
and expressed their concern over code 
requirements and the cost associated 
with them to update their buildings.

“I don’t like to see businesses 
trampled, but I am about safety,” said 
Mayor Boelk. “We will get all of the 
input we can to help small businesses. 
I’m not here to put anybody out of 
business.”

Boelk said if an outside agency is 
utilized for building inspections and 
code enforcement, he said they will 
go by the book. He anticipated having 
something in place by May.

“We are going to make it as painless 
as possible and as safe as possible,” 
added Boelk.

ALDERMANIC REPORTS
City Clerk Emily McConville 

presented Alderman Jim Fitzpatrick’s 
report in his absence. She said rehabili-
tation of the property at 704 Illinois Ave. 
that was damaged by the fire will begin 
soon. First, asbestos must be removed 
from the building, and the bid opening 
for this work will be held at 10 a.m. 
Friday, March 29.

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA – Visiting his 
grandparents and enjoying 
the views at Lake Mendota 
have become fond memories 
for Owen Simkins.

When the now-18-year-
old was thinking of his Eagle 
Rank project for his Boy 
Scout bon voyage, Mendota 
was thought of.

With the project done, it 
was only right for Mendota to 
be the last stop on his journey.

“This is part of a series of 
wood duck nesting boxes. I 
built 16 total. The box I’m 
putting at Lake Mendota 
is the 16th,” said Simkins, 
who is a senior at Naperville 
High School. “I put boxes 
at Shabbona Lake State 
Park, Knock Knolls Nature 
Center (in Naperville), and a 
facility that is run by Ducks 
Unlimited.

“Overall, the entire pro-
cess from planning it out 
and receiving permissions 
to building the boxes and 

putting them up, it’s been a 
little over a year.”

Simkins, whose father, 
Ryan Simkins, grew up in 
Mendota and whose grand-
parents, Roger and Jean 
Simkins, still live by the lake, 
collected 70 of the possible 
134 merit badges through 
his climb from Cub Scouts 
in the first grade to the Boy 
Scouts in the fifth grade to 
Eagle Rank as a senior in 
high school.

It only made sense for 
him to bring a little bit of his 
Naperville Boy Scout Troup 
#75 to Lake Mendota.

“I’m proud of my time in 
the Boy Scouts,” said Owen 
Simkins, who gave a special 
shoutout to Ducks Unlimited 
for help with the wood duck 
nesting box project. “I’ve 
been to Lake Mendota quite 
a few times. Out of the lo-
cations where I put the duck 
boxes, this is the place I’ve 
come to the most and have 
come to learn the most. It’s 
special.”

Owen Simkins chose Lake Mendota for his Eagle Rank proj-
ect in the Boy Scouts by constructing a wood duck nesting 
box for the area. (Reporter photo by Brandon LaChance) 

Donating a duck house 
to Lake Mendota Park
q House fulfills Eagle Rank project

City getting stricter on following codes
“I don’t like to see businesses trampled, but I 
am about safety. We will get all of the input we 
can to help small businesses. I’m not here to put 
anybody out of business.”           –Mayor David Boelk

By TAMMIE SLOUP 
FarmWeek

BLOOMINGTON – The 
number of farms and farm-
land in the U.S. continues 
to fall, as the average age of 
farmers ticks higher.

USDA’s 2022 Census of 
Agriculture released Feb. 13 
serves as a “wake-up call” to 
policymakers, said USDA 
Secretary Tom Vilsack, 
noting the number of farms 
plummeted by 142,000 from 
2017 to 2022, and the country 
lost 20 million acres of farm-
land during that same period.

“This survey is essentially 
asking the critical question 
of whether as a country, are 
we OK with losing that many 

Number of Farms and Land in Farms, IL, 2002-2022. Source: 2022 Census of Agri-
culture. (Graph by USDA)

USDA Secretary Vilsack: Ag census serves as a ‘wake-up call’
farms? And are we OK with 
losing that much farmland?” 
Vilsack said during a news 
conference.

“Or is there a better way?”
Nationally, there were 1.9 

million farms and ranches 
(down 7% from 2017) with 
an average size of 463 acres 
(up 5%) on 880 million acres 
of farmland (down 2%). That 
is 39% of all U.S. land.

The data-rich report, 
produced by USDA’s Na-
tional Agricultural Statistics 
Service, spans more than 
6 million data points about 
America’s farms and ranches 
and the people who operate 
them down to the county 
level. The census dates back 

to 1840 and is conducted 
every five years to help 
tell agriculture’s story and 
provide valuable data for 
policymakers.

American Farm Bureau 
Federation President Zippy 
Duvall said the new census 
data shows an alarming loss 
of family farms.

“The latest census num-
bers put in black and white 
the warnings our members 
have been expressing for 
years,” Duvall said. “In-
creased regulations, rising 
supply costs, lack of avail-
able labor and weather 

OTTAWA – As the Illinois 
Valley braces for the onset of 
severe weather conditions, 
LaSalle County Emergency 
Management Agency (EMA) 
urges all citizens to take 
proactive measures to ensure 
their safety and well-being.

Considering the potential 
risks associated with severe 
weather events, the LaSalle 
County EMA encourages 
all residents to adhere to the 
following guidelines:

• Stay Informed: Ensure 
you have multiple ways 
to receive critical weather 
information, watches, and 
warnings by keeping abreast 
of the latest weather updates 
issued by local authorities 
through radio, television, 
or reliable weather apps. 
Knowledge is key to staying 
safe during severe weather 
incidents.

• Develop a Family Emer-
gency Plan: Create a com-

Severe weather preparedness: Protect yourself, loved ones

prehensive emergency plan 
with your family, including 
designated meeting points, 
evacuation routes, and 
communication strategies. 
Ensure that every family 
member understands their 
role and responsibilities in 
the event of an emergency.

• Prepare an Emergency 
Kit: Assemble an emergen-
cy kit containing essential 
items such as non-perishable 

food, water, medications, 
flashlights, batteries, first aid 
supplies, and copies of im-
portant documents. Be sure 
to include items specific to 
the needs of children, elderly 
family members, and pets.

• Secure Your Property: 
Take preventative measures 
to safeguard your home and 
property against potential 
damage. Trim trees and 
branches, secure outdoor 

furniture, and reinforce 
doors and windows. Consid-
er installing storm shutters 
or protective barriers if 
necessary.

• Stay Indoors During 
Severe Weather: If severe 
weather strikes, seek shelter 
indoors immediately. Stay 
away from windows, ex-
terior doors, and electrical 
appliances. If instructed to 
evacuate, do so promptly 
and follow the designated 
evacuation routes provided 
by local authorities.

• Look Out for Vulner-
able Individuals: Check on 
elderly neighbors, individ-
uals with disabilities, and 
those who may need assis-
tance during severe weather 
events. Offer support and 
assistance to ensure their 
safety and well-being.
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LAWN CARE LAWN CARE 
YOU LOVEYOU LOVE

Prices you can affordPrices you can afford

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

GENE’S LAWN SERVICEGENE’S LAWN SERVICE
Garden Design • Lawn Maintenance • Tree Trimming 

Mowing • Landscape Design • And More!

GLS92076@gmail.comGLS92076@gmail.com Compton to celebrate Eric McFadden
COMPTON – On Sunday, March 

10, the Village of Compton and Mayor 
Candy Johnson are proclaiming Eric 
McFadden Day.

McFadden is the UPS delivery driver 
assigned to Compton, West Brooklyn, and 
Paw Paw, along with other communities.

Compton wants to recognize McFad-
den for his excellent service in terms 

of his job and how friendly he is to the 
residents.

Johnson and Compton are hosting an 
open house from 2-4 p.m. Sunday, May 
10 to show thanks and officially proclaim 
the day. 

“He’s a great guy. He goes above and 
beyond, especially for the elderly,” John-
son said. “He also brings treats for dogs.”

OGLESBY – The Illinois Valley 
Symphony Orchestra (IVSO) recently 
announced a change in venue and per-
formance time for its upcoming concert, 
“Be Inspired by Story!” 

The event, formerly slated for La 
Salle-Peru High School, will now take 
place at the Dr. Mary Margaret Weeg 
Cultural Centre at Illinois Valley Com-
munity College at 3:30 p.m. Sunday 
March 10.

The concert will showcase the tal-
ents of January’s Young Performers 
Competition winners: Gabrielle Mosley, 
Senior Division, performing Regrets 
and Resolutions by Gary Schocker on 
the flute, and Hallee Loza, Junior Di-
vision, performing the Flute Concerto 
in G Major by Carl Philipp Stamitz. 
The concert program also features an 
exciting journey through musical narra-

tives, including masterpieces such as the 
Hungarian March from Hector Berlioz’s 
The Damnation of Faust, Aaron Copland’s 
Concert Suite from Our Town, Peer Gynt 
Suite No. 1, op. 46, and Igor Stravin-
sky’s The Firebird Suite (1919 version). 
Tickets for adults are $20, college stu-
dents are $5 with their student ID, and 
K-12 students enjoy complimentary 
admission. 

This captivating afternoon of musical 
storytelling is proudly sponsored by 
season sponsor Miller Group Charitable 
Trust and partially supported by a grant 
from the Illinois Arts Council Agency.

The Weeg Cultural Centre at IVCC 
is fully compliant with the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and 
accessible to all patrons. For inqui-
ries regarding accessibi l i ty,  please 
c o n t a c t  a c c e s s i b i l i t y @ i v s o . o r g .    

IVSO presents 
“Be Inspired by Story!” 

at new time, new venue on March 10

MENDOTA – As the 
weather gets warmer, you 
may be looking for things to 
do outside the home. We all 
love tending to our yards, and 
gardens, and being outside after 
a cold winter, but if it’s too 
rainy to spend time out there, 
visit your library. Starting 
Sunday, April 7, libraries across 
LaSalle, Bureau, and Putnam 
counties are participating in a 
Library Road Trip.

Everyone is invited to visit 
their home library, pick up a 
passport, and hit the road with 
their favorite music and snacks. 
Once you get to another library, 
have your passport stamped at 
the circulation desk, and take 
a look around. Every library 
has its own specialty collec-

tion, and organizers would 
love for everyone to see and 
experience all Illinois Valley 
libraries. Have your passport 
stamped at as many libraries 
as you’re comfortable visiting 
and return to your home library 
to turn in your passport. Your 
passport and stamps will get 
you a chance to win a prize 
from your home library in May.

The road trip will run from 
April 7 to May 18. Not all librar-
ies have the same hours or rules, 
so participant are encouraged 
to call or visit their website or 
Facebook page before you head 
out for your trip for the day.

Did you know that you can 
use your library card at all area 
libraries? You can also return 
items at any area library and 

the item will return to where it 
came from through a delivery 
system provided by Reaching 
Across Illinois Libraries. Ad-
ditionally, if a library doesn’t 
have what you’re looking for, 
another local library may, or 
it can be ordered from one 
of the 139 other libraries that 
are members of the PrairieCat 
consortia. You can have your 
items delivered to your home 
library or your library of choice.

The following communities 
have participating libraries: 
Earlville, Mendota, Ladd, 
LaMoille-Clarion, LaSalle, 
Oglesby, Ohio, Paw Paw, Peru, 
Princeton, Putnam County, 
Wyanet, Reddick, Spring Val-
ley, Selby, Streator, Tiskilwa, 
Utica, Walnut. 

Hop aboard the Library Road Trip
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Setchell  
Agency, Ltd.

Their commitment to education will send informative, 
interesting & educational newspapers to the Mendota 

School System throughout the school year!

A BIG THANK YOU to the 
2023-2024 NIE Sponsors

Member FDIC

Blackstone celebrated Dr. Seuss Week this 
past week.  It was a week of fun that promoted 
reading.  We included dress up theme days to go 
with the book of the day.  Students got to vote 
on their favorite book at the end of the week 
and The Cat in the Hat won.  Our students also 
had the opportunity to participate in a reading 
challenge.  The challenge had students reading 
at home in a variety of fun and strange places 
such as under a table, reading in an empty 
bathtub, reading in pajamas, reading in a funny 
voice, etc.  We had many students participate 
and earn rewards for completing the challenge.

qqq

We celebrated good behavior on Feb. 28.  
We held our monthly Paw Pride assembly to 
recognize students who have demonstrated 
great behavior.  Student names were drawn from 
the golden tickets to play a fun game.  We also 
then drew 10 kindergarten and 10 first grade 
students’ tickets to earn prizes.  We passed out 
some fun prizes that the students were excited 
about.  Our next behavior reward assembly 
will be March 20.

qqq
The students nominated for the principal 

award this past week included Cash Gliatta, 
Alex Lopez, Xavier Dean, Ryann Leavy, Ro-

man Herrera, Jofiel Mandujano, Elliot Clark 
and Azalea Wright-Tveten.  The winners were 
Hadley Scheppers, Elsa Shoultz, Emmett 
Mellott and Abram Fenwick.  Congratulations 
to all of you!

qqq
The KIND KID awards for the month of 

February were recently announced.  Congrat-
ulations to the students who were nominated 
by their teachers.  The winners were Margaret 
Bend, Leni Kromm, Eli Sedgwick, Aaron 
Hernandez, Mila Gunn, Leo Figueroa, Shea 
Sheppard, Leliah Quijas, Jofiel Mandujano, 
Brielle Scudder-Taylor, Gavin Foltynewicz 

and Jazlyn Kerchner.  We’re so proud of these 
kind students! 

qqq
We celebrated our February principal 

award winners with a pizza lunch this past 
Friday. The students invited were Leon 
Breitbarth, Elianna Pre, Margaret Bend, 
Jayce Woods, Gabriel Dykstra, Jordeanys 
Acosta, Hadley Scheppers, Elsa Shoultz, 
Axel Garza, Joe Clark, Isa Orozco, Elizabeth 
Feurer, Samantha Guerrero, Noah Garcia, 
Isaac Orozco, Emmett Mellott and Abram 
Fenwich.  A picture of the student winners 
will appear in The Mendota Reporter.

Blackstone School Report
Stacy Kelly, Principal

PERU – See what a Cath-
olic, college preparatory high 
school experience can do for 
you during Saint Bede Acad-
emy’s Eighth Grade Shadow 
Days.

Saint Bede Academy invites 
eager eighth graders to step 
into the shoes of a high school 
student during its exclusive 
Shadow Days. Between March 
6-13, students can immerse 
themselves in a day filled with 
discovery and excitement 
as you explore the dynamic 
environment of this esteemed 
institution.

During Shadow Days, pro-
spective students have the 
unique opportunity to attend 
freshman classes, engage with 
passionate teachers, and interact 
with the vibrant student body. 
Guided by experienced student 

ambassadors, participants gain 
invaluable insights into life at 
Saint Bede Academy. Shadow 
Days offer a glimpse into the 
supportive and inclusive culture 
and top-flight academics that 
define the school. With newly 
renovated learning spaces, on-
site tutoring, a full-time social 
worker, financial assistance 
opportunities, and morning 
transportation options available, 
Saint Bede is fully equipped to 
help students reach their fullest 
potential academically, socially, 
and spiritually.

Families can sign up for 
Shadow Days by going to 
the Academy website www.
st-bede.com and clicking on the 
banner ad on the main page. For 
more information, contact Jon 
Steben, director of enrollment 
management, at 815-250-0279.

St. Bede Academy welcomes 
eighth graders to Shadow Days

Blackstone Pizza Lunch
February principal award winners at Blackstone School celebrated with a piz-
za lunch. Students attending the lunch, front row, left to right, are Jordeanys 
Acosta, Margaret Bend, Gabriel Dykstra and Leon Breitbarth. Middle row, 
Axel Garza, Elianna Pre, Elsa Shoultz, Isaac Orozco and Samantha Guerrero. 
Back row, Emmett Mellott, Joe Clark, Abram Fenwick, Elizabeth Feurer, Noah 
Garcia and Hadley Scheppers. (Photo contributed)

LaSALLE – Stage 212 
in LaSalle will be hosting 
a special comedy event 
on Sunday, March 10 at 
2 p.m. when stand-up 
comedians Lee Hardin 
and Kari Jones take the 
stage for an afternoon of 
“clean” comedy.

The Clean Comedy 
Show will be presented 
one time only. Tickets are 
$20 and may be purchased 
at stage212.org.

Proceeds from the 
performance will benefit 
Stage 212’s auditorium 
renovation project.

Stage 212 hosting comedy show March 10

PERU — North Central 
Council of Governments in 
coordination with the com-
munities of LaSalle, Morris, 
North Utica, Ottawa, and 
Peru, have scheduled events 
to present information to the 
public on potential station 
locations for the proposed 
new passenger rail service 
between Peoria and Chi-
cago. 

Events will be held in an 
open house format, which 
means you can attend at any 
time. The same materials 
will be available at all events 
so you can attend whichever 
is the most convenient for 
you. Exhibits will be on 
display and consultant team 
members will be available 
to answer questions. All 
materials will also be made 
available on the NCICG 
website following comple-
tion of the events. 

Events include:
• UTICA – Tuesday, 

March 12 from 5-7 p.m., 
North Utica Village Hall, 
248 W. Canal St., Utica

• PERU – Wednesday, 
March 13 from 5-7 p.m., 
Peru City Hall, 1901 Fourth 
St., Peru

NCICG to host 
rail station 
public events
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by our office
for details.

Michael C. Martens
HERMANN, Mo. – Michael 

Carl Martens, 79, of Hermann, Mo., 
passed away Monday, Feb. 26, 2024, 
at Caring Hearts & Hands Hospice, 
Columbia, Mo. 

A memorial service was held Fri-
day, March 1 at 11 a.m. at St. James 
Evangelical Church, Stony Hill, Mo., 
with Rev. Tom Lloyd officiating. 

Michael was born on Feb. 14, 
1945, in Aurora, the son of the late 
George and Elly (Carlson) Martens. 
He was the husband of Rita (Didier) Martens. They were 
united in marriage on Nov. 4, 1977, in Mendota.

Michael is survived by his wife, Rita Martens, of Hermann, 
Mo.; a son, Robert Martens, of Tonica; two daughters, Emily 
Ngui, of Washington, Mo., and Rachel Martens, of Seattle, 
Wash.; two brothers, Gary Martens and wife Donna, of 
Summerfield, Fla., and Alan Martens and wife Veronika, of 
Oswego; and three grandchildren, Tim Martens, of Hermann 
and Grace and Evan Ngui, of Washington, Mo.

Michael was a member of St. James Evangelical Church, 
Stony Hill, Mo.

He worked for Caterpillar Inc. in Aurora as a tool room 
supervisor. He also taught at Waubonsee Community Col-
lege in Sugar Grove.  In his free time, he enjoyed gunsmith 
work and target shooting.

Memorials may be given to Caring Hearts & Hands of 
1307 W. Broadway, Columbia, Mo.

Barbara A. Bender-Draves
MENDOTA – Barbara A. Bend-

er-Draves, 61, of Mendota, passed 
away Feb. 26, 2024, with her loving 
family by her side.

Visitation was Monday, March 
4 from 4-7 p.m. at Wasmer Funeral 
Home. Cremation rites have been 
accorded and burial will be private.

Barb was born Dec. 14,1962, 
in Chicago, to John and Catherine 
(Brooks) Zaborac. She graduated 
from Lisle Senior High School in 
1980. Barb married Curtis Draves on Nov. 16, 2002, in 
Earlville.

Barb is survived by her husband, Curtis of Mendota; 
daughter, Brittany Bender of Seatonville; three sons, William 
Bender of Mendota, Thomas Bender of Chicago and Timothy 
Bender of Mendota; five grandchildren, Conner, Riley, Vivian, 
Samantha, Carter; and one sister, Laura Zaborac of Mendota.

She was preceded in death by her parents and a son Corey 
on March 8, 1996.

During her work career, Barb was with Caterpiller in 
the product change control department for over 10 years. 
She recently retired from Eakas Corporation where she had 
been in internal auditing and document control for the past 
14 plus years.

Memorials may be directed to St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital. Condolences may be left at wasmerfuneralhome.
com.

Keith D. Collings
MENDOTA – Keith D. Collings, 

“Moose” or Papa Keith to his friends, 
“Bud” to his family, passed away 
on Feb. 28, 2024, and did not go 
quietly into the night. After a short 
visit with the Mendota ER, he made 
his acquaintance known to the Life 
Flight crew, then settled with no 
small amount of trouble (again) 
with the ICU staff at Carle Health 
Methodist. After a shot of Jameson’s 
and a beer, Keith went on his way to 
make new friends, and reunite with family and old friends.

Visitation will be Friday, March 8, 2024, from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, with a Celebra-
tion of his life to follow at 1 p.m., with Rev. Mary Bohall 
officiating. Cremation rites have been accorded and burial 
will be private. Wasmer Funeral Home is privileged to 
assist the family.

Keith was born Nov. 3, 1952, at Mendota Community 
Hospital to Carroll and Helen (Reinhardt) Collings. He grad-
uated from Paw Paw High School in 1971. Keith married the 
love of his life, Dessa Shaw, on April 14, 1984, at the First 
Methodist Church in Paw Paw.

Moose worked for 33 ½ years for Caterpillar, Inc. as a C 
n C operator. He also worked for several years at HCC, Inc 
before retirement.

DEATH NOTICES 
The Mendota Reporter will print DEATH NO-

TICES (approximately 50 words including name, 
age, date of death, time/date of services) free of 
charge. OBITUARIES will be printed at a cost of 
$100 to be billed to the arranging funeral home 
or prepaid with cash, check or credit card. Please 
submit obituaries or death notices to editor@men-
dotareporter.com.

Brought to you each week by:

Can you identify 

this photo?
THEN YOU CAN WIN!
The winner will receive:

$1000 MENDOTA BUCKS
To spend at any Mendota Chamber  

of Commerce member.

LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:Little Joe’s Gaming 
Winner: No Winner This Week

Where is it…Where is it…
in Mendota?in Mendota?

HOW TO HOW TO 
ENTER:ENTER:

If you know where If you know where 
this scene is located in this scene is located in 

Mendota, write the answer Mendota, write the answer 
briefly and concisely on a briefly and concisely on a 

slip of paper and drop it off slip of paper and drop it off 
or mail it to The Mendota or mail it to The Mendota 
Reporter Office. All entries Reporter Office. All entries 
must be received no later must be received no later 
than noon on Monday. than noon on Monday. 

One correct answer will be One correct answer will be 
drawn each week. Prizes drawn each week. Prizes 
must be must be pickedpicked up at the  up at the 

Mendota Reporter Office. Mendota Reporter Office. 

SETCHELL 
AGENCY, LTD.

618 6th Street • Mendota, IL 61342

815-539-9311

M E N D O T A  – 
L.E.A.S.E. will be holding 
free preschool screenings 
at First United Methodist 
Church, 100 E. Sixth St., 
Mendota, on Tuesday, 
March 19 in the morning. 
The screenings are for 
children who are 3 or 4 
years old. L.E.A.S.E. will 
screen key developmental 
areas such as motor devel-
opment, speech, language, 
vision, hearing and gen-
eral readiness. You can 
schedule an appointment 
by calling Jean at 815-
433-6433.

All children must be 
screened to be considered 
for the Mendota District 
#289 Preschool Program. 
If your child has been 
screened by L.E.A.S.E. 
already, he/she does not 
need to be screened again. 
Applications for Mendota 
District #289 Preschool 
will be at the screen-
ings. The applications 

and screenings will be 
reviewed by the preschool 
team, and you will be 
contacted as to whether 
your child qualifies for 
preschool.

Mendota Elementary 
District#289 offers three 
need-based programs for 
3- and 4-year-olds: One is 
a Developmental Program 
for students who qualify 
for Special Education Ser-
vices due to a significant 
delay in one or more areas. 
There are two PreSchool 
classrooms that are funded 
through the ISBE Grant 
Preschool for All and 
have specific qualifiers as 
“need-based” programs.

There is no charge for 
the Mendota District Pre-
school program. Children 
attend Monday through 
Friday either in the morn-
ing (8:15 to 10:45) or 
the afternoon (12:15 to 
2:45). Transportation is 
not provided.

L.E.A.S.E. preschool
screenings planned

UTICA – Don’t have usable space in the ground to grow 
your vegetables?  With spring upon us, and rising grocery 
costs, both new and experienced gardeners alike are planning 
what foods can be grown at home. Learn how to use above-
ground growing systems for the safe and fruitful production 
of your favorite backyard vegetables.

The Master Gardener program at the University of Illinois 
Extension for Bureau, LaSalle, Marshall, and Putnam counties 
will present methods to increase production by maximizing 
your space, recommending soil and fertilizer practices, and 
use of available construction materials.

Vegetable Gardening in Raised Beds and Containers will 
offer growing solutions for every space. Register for this free 
program being presented on the following date:

• Tuesday, March 19, at 5 p.m.- Utica Public Library, 
224 Mill St., Utica. Please register at go.illinois.edu/contveg

Please direct any questions about the program to Master 
Gardener/Master Naturalist Coordinator Bettyann Harrison 
at (309) 364-2356 or bettyann@illinois.edu. If you have 
questions or need reasonable accommodations to attend, 
please call University of Illinois Extension- Bureau, LaSalle, 
Marshall, Putnam Unit Office at 815-224-0889. Extension 
offices are located in Princeton, Ottawa, Henry and in Oglesby 
on the IVCC campus.

***
ABOUT EXTENSION: Illinois Extension leads public 

outreach for University of Illinois by translating research 
into action plans that allow Illinois families, businesses, 
and community leaders to solve problems, make informed 
decisions, and adapt to changes and opportunities.

The Mission of University of Illinois Extension is to provide 
practical education you can trust to help people, businesses 
and communities solve problems, develop skills and build a 
better future. University of Illinois Extension provides equal 
opportunities in programs and employment. Visit our website 
at https://extension.illinois.edu/blmp

Program scheduled for growing
spaces for vegetable gardens

OTTAWA – LaSalle 
County Farm Bureau Foun-
dation is hosting a Freezer 
Food Fundraiser again this 
year.

Ten delicious meals are 
available for only $195. 
Each meal will feed between 
4-5 people. The 10 meals 
are Hickory Smoked Pulled 
Pork, Hickory Smoked Pork 
Loin, Smoked Sausage w/ 
Peppers & Onions, Chicken 
Teriyaki, Pork Fritters w/ 
Mixed Veg, Ham Steak w/ 
Mashed Tators, Sweet Chili 
Meatballs, Mostaccioli w/ 
Meat Sauce, Chicken Cav-
atappi, and Pulled Pork Mac 
& Cheese.

Food fundraiser to aid
Ag in Classroom program

To place an order, visit 
www.lcfb.org for the or-
der form or call the Farm 
Bureau office at 815-433-
0371. All orders must be 
turned in by Thursday, 
March 14. The food pick-up 
day is Wednesday, April 3 
from 2-5 p.m. at the La-
Salle County Farm Bureau 
office, 4201 N. Columbus 
St., Ottawa. 

All proceeds will go to 
the LaSalle County Farm 
Bureau Foundation Ag in 
the Classroom programs 
that provides free hands-on 
agriculture lessons to fourth 
grade classrooms in LaSalle 
County.

See the latest obituaries
on our website,

mendotareporter.com
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LOCAL AND AREA

L-R: Tyler Full, Jackie Near, Mike 
Wasmer, and Mary Ann Baughan
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714 Main St. 
Mendota 

 815-539-7011
Carry-out & curbside 

pick-up always 
available.

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

Friday, March 8 
Parmesean Baked Cod

Saturday, March 9
Steak Diane

 
Join the McNally’s and Staff

Saturday, March 16th for the Annual  
St. Patrick’s Day Celebration!

Serving Corned Beef & Cabbage and 
Reuben Sandwiches

Limited Menu also Available
Green Beer - Killians - Irish Whiskey - 

Guiness
And, A GOOD TIME!

SUNDAY, MARCH 10TH
6:30 am -  12:00 pm

LARGE LIFETIME COLLECTION 
ESTATE AUCTION

A Lifetime Collection From the Muhlach Estate to be Sold-LIVE 
IN PERSON ONLY at the DOWNTOWN ON SITE LOCATION 
of 604 8th St. (Old City Brick Building by RR Tracks) in Men-
dota, IL on:

SATURDAY, MARCH 16, 2024
TIME: 10:00 A.M.

View Listing & Photos on website: tumblesonauction.com
ADVERTISING, BOOKS, DECOYS, MILITARY &  AMMO: 
Several Federal Seed Signs; Adv. Items-Mendota & Others; 
Adv. Boxes; Old Photos & Postcards; Old History Books & Chil-
dren’s Books; Old Yearbooks & Sheet Music; Group of Various 
Duck Decoys; Military Helmets, Metal Ammo Boxes & Group of 
Various Ammo & Cartridges; 
PRIMITIVES, COLLECTIBLES & TOYS: Primitive Multi-Draw-
er Cabinet; Vintage Christmas; Old Westclox & Clocks; Linens, 
Jewelry & Ladies Items; Sm. Edison Player & Rolls; Portable 
Sewing Machines; Primitives-Rolling Pins, Kerosene Lamp 
Bases, Old Scales; Various Older Toys & Many More Items too 
Numerous to List!!!
MACHINES, TOOLS & RELATED ITEMS: Maytag Engine; Old 
Lockers & Several Cabinets; Tools & Larger Machines 
PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A LARGE QUALITY AUCTION w/ 
Many More Items too Numerous to LIST!!! The Building is 
Full w/ Many Surprises!! 

Next Auction Date will be on Saturday, March 23 
at the Same Location!-Plan to Attend

ESTATE OF LEO A. MUHLACH & NORMA LEE 
HOTCHKISS-MUHLACH, Mendota, IL 

TT TUMBLESON AUCTION COMPANY, PRINCETON, IL
E-mail: ttauction@yahoo.com or Phone 815-872-1852

Auctioneers:  TOM & MARY TUMBLESON/TIFFANY FOES

PUBLIC AUCTION
The Following will be sold at the LIVE-IN PERSON ONLY AUC-
TION at the ON Site Location of 701 Illinois Ave.  in Mendota, 
IL on:

SUNDAY, MARCH 17, 2024
TIME: 10:00 A.M.

View Listing & Photos on website: tumblesonauction.com
ANTIQUES, COUNTERS & ARCHITECTURAL PIECES: Roll 
Top Desk; Oak Tables; Chairs; Columns & Displays; Old Win-
dows & Doors; Flower Stands; Very Nice Religious Cement 
Statues; Work & Display Counters; Wood Wagon Wheels; Old 
Cash Register; Galvanized Tubs; Shutters; Wood Brls; Picket 
Fence; Ice Cream Table & Chairs; Church Pew; Stained Glass 
Windows; Bricks From Mendota, Floral Decorations, Clay Pots 
& Much More!! 

CLOSING OUT AUCTION - JERRY’S FLOWER 
BARN, MENDOTA, IL

TT TUMBLESON AUCTION COMPANY, PRINCETON, IL
E-mail: ttauction@yahoo.com or Phone 815-872-1852

Auctioneers:  TOM & MARY TUMBLESON/TIFFANY FOES

PUBLIC AUCTION
The Following will be sold-LIVE IN PERSON ONLY at the ON 
SITE LOCATION of 8328 Delaware Street Dixon, IL on:

SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 2024
TIME: 10:00 A.M.

View Listing & Photos on website: tumblesonauction.com
ANTIQUE & MODERN FURNITURE, 

COLLECTIBLES & HOUSEHOLD
SELLER: JOAN CULLEY, DIXON, IL

TT TUMBLESON AUCTION COMPANY, PRINCETON, IL
E-mail: ttauction@yahoo.com or Phone 815-872-1852

Auctioneers:  TOM & MARY TUMBLESON/TIFFANY FOES

BARN SALEBARN SALE
For over 60 years Jerry’s Flower Barn has 

provided Mendota and the surrounding areas 
with their floral needs and it is with great 

sadness to announce that we will  
be closing March 15th. 

Thank you to all past employees for your 
loyalty and I would like to express my sincere 

gratitude to all my customers. 
Jerry Prokuski

                             Open Wed. & Fri. 10am-4pm

Jerry’s  Flower BarnJerry’s  Flower Barn
(815) 539-6274

701 Illinois Avenue • Mendota

03042024

Alderman John Holland 
presented two ordinances 
dealing with the purchase of 
vacant lots for the council’s 
consideration. The council 
agreed to purchase the lot 
at 714 Illinois Ave. for 
$14,500, lots A & B at 712 
Illinois Ave. for $16,400 and 
the lot at 716 Illinois Ave. 
for $12,800.

Alderman Kyle Kim gave 
details for the council’s deci-

disasters have all squeezed 
farmers to the point that 
many of them find it impos-
sible to remain economically 
sustainable.

“Family farms not only 
help drive the economy, they 
allow the rest of the nation 
the freedom to pursue their 
dreams without worrying 
about whether there will be 
enough food in their pantries. 
We urge Congress to heed the 
warning signs of these latest 
numbers. Passing a new 
farm bill that addresses these 
challenges is the best way to 
help create an environment 
that attracts new farmers and 
enables families to pass their 
farms to the next generation.”

The data also contained 
bright spots, including a rise 
in the number of new and 
beginning (operating 10 or 
fewer years on any farm) as 
well as young (under the age 
of 35) farmers.

Young farmers made up 
9% of all producers, with the 
221,233 farms with young 
farmers making decisions 
tending to be larger than av-
erage in both acres and sales.

In fact, 33% of all farms in 
2022 had a new or beginning 
producer, NASS Statistician 
Virginia Harris highlighted 
during a presentation during 
USDA’s Ag Outlook Forum 
on Feb. 15.

Vilsack said young and be-
ginning farmers have an oppor-
tunity to help create a different 
industry model that not only 
acknowledges the importance 
of production agriculture and 

the significant investments in 
large farm operations, but one 
that also sends a message of 
hope and opportunity to small-
er and midsize operators by 
giving them multiple sources 
of revenue and not requiring 
those operators to also work 
off-the farm jobs to survive. 
USDA has been striving to do 
this with several climate-smart 
programs and initiatives to 
help develop diverse market 
opportunities, he said.

While the number of 
producers between the ages 
of 35 and 64 declined 9%, 
the number of producers 
65 and over increased 12% 
outpacing the 3.9% increase 
of young farmers. However, 
more than 1 million begin-
ning producers were counted 
in the 2022 ag census.

Illinois also is in line 
with a decrease in farms and 
farmland, as well as an aging 
farmer demographic. The 
number of farms decreased 
2.1% to 71,123 (the fifth 
highest number of farms 
in the U.S.), with farmland 
acres falling from 27 million 
to 26.29 million. The average 
age of an Illinois farmer rose 
to 58.6, slightly higher than 
the national average of 58.1.

Of the 121,342 Illinois 
farmers, 10,632 are under the 
age of 35, and 32,538 are new 
and beginning farmers — an 
increase from 2017 of 11%.

New census questions 
dealt with hemp, precision 
agriculture and internet 
access. Farms with internet 
access continued to rise 
from 75% in 2017 to 79% in 
2022. In Illinois, farms with 

internet access increased 
slightly from 77% of all 
farms to 79%.

The census also con-
cluded:

• Family-owned and 
operated farms accounted 
for 95% of all U.S. farms 
and operated 84% of land 
in farms.

• U.S. farms and ranches 
produced $543 billion in ag-
ricultural products, up from 
$389 billion in 2017. With 
farm production expenses 
of $424 billion, U.S. farms 
had net cash income of 
$152 billion. Average farm 
income rose to $79,790. A 
total of 43% of farms had 
positive net cash farm in-
come in 2022.

• The total value of crops 
in 2022 was $281 billion, up 
45% from 2017. For live-
stock, the value was $262 
billion, up 35%.

• A total of 153,101 farms 
and ranches used renewable 
energy producing systems 
compared to 133,176 farms 
in 2017, a 15% increase. The 
majority of farms (76%) 
with renewable energy sys-
tems reported using solar 
panels.

• In 2022, 116,617 farms 
sold products directly to 
consumers, with sales of 

$3.3 billion. Value of sales 
increased 16% from 2017.

• The 105,384 farms with 
sales of $1 million or more 
were 6% of U.S. farms and 
31% of farmland; they sold 
more than three-fourths of 
all agricultural products. 
The 1.4 million farms with 
sales of $50,000 or less ac-
counted for 74% of farms, 
25% of farmland, and 2% 
of sales.

• Nearly three-fourths of 
farmland was used by farms 
specializing in two com-
modity categories: oilseed 
and grain production (32%) 
and beef cattle production 
(40%).

• In 2022, 1.2 million 
female farmers accounted 
for 36% of all producers. 
Fifty-eight percent of all 
farms had at least one female 
decision maker.

The response rate for 
the 2022 ag census was 
61%; Illinois’ response rate 
was 67.5%. To read the ag 
census, visit: nass.usda.gov/
AgCensus/.

(This story was distrib-
uted through a cooperative 
project between Illinois 
Farm Bureau and the Illinois 
Press Association. For more 
food and farming news, visit 
FarmWeekNow.com.)

Ag Census
Continued from Page A1

City
Continued from Page A1 sion on the purchase of a new 

ambulance. He said Foster 
Coach Sales in Sterling has a 
2022 demonstrator unit with 
6,000 miles. The council 
approved the purchase of 
the unit for $371,735. The 
ambulance will have to be 
equipped with radio and 
signage before it can be put 
into use.

Alderman Jay Miller 
presented two license re-
quests from the owner of 
Little Joe’s Gaming Café, 

713 Illinois Ave., that were 
approved by the council. 
They are for a Class A liquor 
license and for six video 
gaming machines. Andrew 
Abbott is the new owner of 
the business.

Alderman Vicki Johnson 
said plans are in place for 
food trucks to be located in 
downtown Mendota for the 
upcoming season. She said 
11 owners of food trucks 
have expressed interest in 
being part of this promotion 

conducted by Reimagine 
Mendota. She said the 
season will kick off in May 
and will be held the second 
and fourth Monday of each 
month for six months, ex-
cluding the Monday after 
the Sweet Corn Festival. 
The trucks will be located in 
the IC parking lot on Main 
Street.

The next regular meeting 
of the Mendota City Council 
will be Monday, March 18 
at 5:30 p.m.

Of the 121,342 Illinois farmers, 
10,632 are under the age of 35, 
and 32,538 are new and begin-
ning farmers — an increase from 
2017 of 11%.

• Stay Connected: Main-
tain open lines of communi-
cation with friends, family, 
and neighbors before, during, 
and after severe weather 
incidents. Share updates 
and important information 
to keep everyone informed 
and safe.

LaSalle County EMA 
provides a free and reliable 
way to prepare for severe 
weather and many other 
events. Download the free 
LaSalle County EMA smart 
phone application from the 
Google or Apple app store. 
The app not only provides 
preparedness information, 
but it allows individuals to 
submit storm damage reports 

Weather
Continued from Page A1 and has a link to the NOAA 

weather radio feed covering 
LaSalle County.

“As a community, we 
must work together to miti-
gate the risks associated with 
severe weather and ensure 
the safety and resilience 
of our county,” said EMA 
director Fred Moore. “By 
taking proactive measures 
and staying vigilant, we 
can minimize the impact 
of severe weather events 
and protect our community 
members. Together, we 
can weather the storm and 
emerge stronger than ever.”

For additional informa-
tion on severe weather pre-
paredness, please click on 
the resources tab at  www.
lasallecountyema.org.
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(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from March 9, 1994.)
By Jessica Nashold

As the National Bank of Mendota 
prepares to extend to the west, attention 
has been focused on the history of the 
area it will soon cover. All structures 
between the bank and a point west of 
the hotel have been built since 1871, 
the year Mendota suffered its second 
big Washington Street fire.

The first fire, in June 1870, destroyed 
the south side of Washington Street from 
Eighth Avenue east to what is now Barr’s 
shoe store. The second Washington 
Street fire occurred on Nov. 10, 1871, 
just a month after the great Chicago fire 
that raged from Oct. 8-10.

In 1871, Mendota did not have a 
water system, nor did it have a fire 
engine. In the hope that fires could be 
kept from gaining much headway, a 
Citizens’ Patrol was organized to walk 
the four wards at night. Three men were 
assigned to each ward.

Commendable as this action was, 
it could not prevent what happened at 
11 o’clock in the morning on Nov. 10.

Dean’s furniture store was located 
one door east of the Ames building 
from which the post office had moved 
to Pohl’s building at Main and Jefferson 
the previous May. A can of varnish fell 
through a trap door on the second floor, 
breaking as it fell, and landed on a hot 
stove in the workroom below. It ignited 
at once and within minutes the entire 
frame building was in flames.

This fire spread “both left and right” 
destroying three frame buildings to the 
east, then taking out the former post of-
fice and a store housing the Hawthorne 
wagon shop in a building owned by 
C.S. Guy.

While the fire was in progress, 
Alderman Crooker made “a feeble 
attempt” to stop its spread by trying to 
blow up the building next to Warner’s 
boarding house.

He placed a canister of powder, 
which exploded…but the build-
ing was not much affected. The 
flames continued to spread.
The Mendota Bulletin mentioned a 

few fortunate circumstances. The wind 
was from the north and a good rain had 

fallen the night before. Had the wind 
been blowing from the south or west, 
and had the fire occurred during dry 
weather, it would surely have crossed 
Washington Street.

There is no telling how wide its 
ravages might have been.
Although Dean’s stock of furniture 

was a total loss, much of the stock in 
the other stores was rescued, as well as 
some furnishings in Warner’s boarding 
house. The six frame buildings were 
destroyed in about an hour. Damage at 
Dean’s was estimated at $4,000-$6,000 
for stock and $1,800 for the building. 
He carried no insurance. The store was 
moved temporarily to Main Street, then 
rebuilt at another Washington Street 
location.

Two frame buildings owned by Wil-
liam McLaughlin were not insured and 
loss was estimated at $1,000. The Ames 
building, fortunately vacated by the post 
office a few months before, was insured 
for $600, but loss was said to be $800.

Mr. Hawthorne’s wagon shop, in the 
Guy building, had an uninsured loss 
of $300 in stock, which was “mostly 
saved.” The building, also uninsured, 
was valued at $300.

Miss Mary Wonderly’s millinery 
shop was in a building owned by C. 
Bush. The hats were insured for $400 
and Miss Wonderly thought damage 
was about $100. The uninsured building 
was worth $250.

Mr. Fulmer’s flour and feed store 
suffered a loss of about $100, as much 
of his stock was saved, but in damaged 
condition. The Mendota Bulletin carried 
Mr. Fulmer’s notice that he was relo-
cating at the corner of Jefferson and 
Illinois. He said he was “scorched but 
not entirely burned out.”

Mr. Warner circulated a petition 
“numerously signed,” asking permis-
sion from the city council to rebuild 
his frame boarding house on the former 
site, “which happens to be just within 

the city limits.”
A little later, Warner announced he 

would put up a two-story brick building.
***

The evening after the fire, the city 
council held a special meeting and ap-
propriated $1,000 for the purchase of 
a fire engine. They found one in Peoria 
for $575 with 250 feet of hose. The 
CB&Q agreed to bring it to Mendota 
free of charge.

It would have been a wise move 
if the city had purchased an 
engine long ago, but “better late 
than never.”
A fire department was organized.

***
The Ames site passed into other 

hands and in 1906, when Northern Illi-
nois Telephone Co. bought the property 
from H.H. Truckenbrod and John Ultch, 
there seems to have been another build-
ing there, but the telephone company 
was making changes on it in May.

The Northern Illinois Telephone 
Co. building east of Hotel Na-
varre is showing the work of 
the skilled mechanics. It will be 
a neat place and we can’t blame 
them for being proud.
Moving day was the first week in 

October, 1906.
The Northern Illinois Telephone 
Co. moved into their new quar-
ters on Washington Street this 
week and during the nighttime 
have been connecting their wires 
with the new station.
It continued to be a telephone build-

ing through several company changes. 
It had become General Telephone Co. 
by the time if left in 1954 to move into 
a new building west of the library. After 
extensive remodeling, Reck & Claus 
law offices moved in, in 1955.

The site of the former Guy building 
seems to have been vacant in 1912 
when Illinois Northern Utilities put up a 
building west of the telephone building. 
The Utilities stated their building would 
be six feet longer than the telephone 
building. Most recent occupant was 
Pohl’s Office Supply, which has moved 
one door west.

The March 1 deadline for vacating 
these two buildings in anticipation of 
bank expansion has been met.

Second Washington Street fire – 1871
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

By Rich Lowry  
Joe Biden has met the enemy, and it is smaller packaging 

for foodstuffs. 
The White House is targeting the practice known as 

“shrinkflation,” or companies keeping the nominal price of a 
product the same while decreasing the amount. This, naturally, 
is just another way of charging more. If the price is the same, 
but you’re getting only 14 ounces of Wheat Thins instead 
of 16, you are paying more for your whole-wheat crackers. 

President Biden slammed shrinkflation in a Super Bowl 
video featuring various offending snacks, including Doritos, 
Tostitos and Oreos. He called it a “rip off,” and declared that 
“the American public is tired of being played for suckers.” 
He may revisit the theme in his State of the Union address. 

This has to rank as one of the most economically illiterate 
and juvenile presidential crusades in recent history.

Shrinkflation is a symptom of inflation, not a cause. And 
to the extent it is fooling anyone about higher prices, it is 
helping Biden, whose economic record has been blighted by 
persistently high prices, especially for food. 

A company that is raising its prices can either charge more 
or reduce the size of its product. What Biden is suggesting 
is that the former is the best option and companies should 
always increase their sticker prices.

If he were being cogent, Biden should have held up a bag 
of Doritos in his Super Bowl video and said, “I don’t care 
what Frito Lay says -- this bag should be .50 ounces bigger 
and more expensive than it is now. How dare corporate 
America deal with the stubbornly high inflation the last few 
years by trying to hide from people how they are paying 
more for food.”

Of course, Biden’s goal is to shift blame, yet complaining 
about smaller bags is only another way of complaining about 
higher prices. He might as well be pointing out that beef now 
costs an ungodly $8 a pound, or that the price of baby food 
has increased nearly 9% over the past 12 months. 

According to a report in The Wall Street Journal, consum-
ers are spending the highest proportion of their disposable 
income on food since 1991. 

The focus on shrinkflation is a variant of the corpo-
rate-greed argument advanced by Elizabeth Warren and 
other progressives. It maintains that inflation is an artifact 
of companies arbitrarily deciding to raise prices to boost 
their profits. There is a basic implausibility in this theory. It 
assumes that for several decades during the long period of 
low inflation in the U.S. corporations didn’t use this pricing 
power. Then, they suddenly decided to wield it beginning in 
2021, coinciding with a period of supply-chain disruptions, 
loose monetary policy and extravagant federal spending -- all 
of which one would expect to be drivers of inflation. 

As for shrinkflation, even the consumer advocate who has 
been briefing the White House on this trend, Edgar Dworsky, 
admits that “these tactics tend to become more prevalent 
during times of high inflation,” in the words of a CNBC report.

The causes of higher food prices, by the way, aren’t a 
mystery. Why is the price of beef elevated? The supply of 
cattle has declined. What’s up with the more expensive Ore-
os? Cocoa prices, The Wall Street Journal reports, recently 
passed a 46-year record. And labor costs have gone up with 
increases in the minimum wage in states across the country. 

Still, The New York Times reports that the White House is 
considering new executive actions to crack down on shrink-
flation. Assuming it’s within the power of the presidency to 
influence the size of bags, boxes and bottles of food and drink, 
forcing them to stay larger would only render the underlying 
price increases more plain.

One might think that the nation’s chief executive would 
have more important things to worry about than the size of 
Gatorade bottles, but such is the White House’s political des-
peration on food prices that nothing is too inane or nonsensical.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2024 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Joe Biden’s inane war on packaging

“There are two things you shouldn’t talk about, 
religion and politics.”

The amount of times I’ve heard this statement over 
the years has to be in the same realm as phrases such 
as “Love you to the moon and back” (thank you loved 
ones for making me feel I’m worth hopping in a space-
suit and spaceship, and leaving Earth behind, seriously, 
ditto), “Time flies when you’re having fun”, and “Good 
morning, how are you?”

OK, maybe not the 
last one, but hopefully 
you understand what 
I’m trying to say – 
religion and politics 
is routinely avoided 
by the masses when it 
comes to conversation 
center pieces.

I’m not one to speak 
on religion because I don’t have a positive or negative 
spiritual background and I don’t have knowledge to 
back up a conversation because deep rooted religion 
hasn’t really been in my life.

Although I don’t take part in the speaking side of the 
conversation, I’ll listen and hear what you have to say.  
Or what God has to say through you, as you’ll tell me.

So, we’ll make this column about politics.
Why don’t we talk about the backbone of our society?
Whether we like to admit it or not, the United States 

of America was founded on overthrowing a government 
and starting its own based on the assumption we, as a 
people not individually, could put the ones right for 
important leadership roles in place to move the country 
forward and push through any issues.

Which, for the most part, I believe the USA has 
done. Sure, there are conflicting sides of everything the 
country has been through, but we’re all here, breathing, 
living, and not chained in a boot camp unless, well, 
unless you’re chained in a boot camp, which is more 
than likely your fault.

I was about to start listing some of the country’s 
challenges, but they’ve already been listed in a history 
book or on Wikipedia. We’ve been through colossal dif-
ficulties, loss, problems, conflicts, and all of those other 
words meaning the same thing, and we’ve survived and 
moved to the next day or the next one of those words.

Maybe the right people were in office when they 
were supposed to be.

Maybe the right social norm or standard was in place 
to meet the right moral at the right time to advance 
forward in life.

On the other hand, there is a chance we goofed 
up and another decision or choice would have been a 
better option.

The crazy thing is, it’s our option, as a people and 
as a country because we get to vote. We get to have a 
say. There are those who feel a vote doesn’t matter, but 
there have been many instances in history where it has 
been proven there is power in every vote. 

Ask Donald Trump if he wants to count each vote 
again…he wouldn’t be the only president or candidate 
who would take part in tallying every check mark.

Something else I’ve heard, ‘You learn the most from 
your toughest lessons.’

So, why not talk about politics and what is going on in 
our government (city, state, federal) to personally learn 
more about our choices, right or wrong, and prepare to 
make a better judgment the next time around.

Being in media for a year short of 20 years, I may have 
heard “Word of mouth is the best form of advertising or 
spreading the word” once or twice. If this is the case, why 
are we trying to stop the pendulum from swinging and be 
quiet instead of sharing thoughts, knowledge, and wisdom?

There is a lot I don’t know about religion and politics, 
but how are we supposed to know anything if we don’t 
want to talk about it?

We’ll talk about who is better, Michael Jordan or 
LeBron James.

We’ll talk about the trail of Johnny Depp and Amber 
Heard.

We’ll come to blows after a discussion of which beer 
is better, Budweiser or Miller, or what rapper had the 
better songs, Tupac or Notorious Big (I’ve seen fisticuffs 
for both debates).

But we don’t want to talk about the nuts and bolts 
of the country we live in?

Why not talk about politics?

Never 
the 

Last 
Chance

By Brandon LaChance

Mendota City Officials
MAYOR

David Boelk, 803 Meadowview Drive, ........815-538-3924
CITY CLERK

Emily McConville, 1404 Ben Mar Ave., ......815-539-7459
FIRST WARD ALDERMEN

James Fitzpatrick, 807 Pennsylvania Ave., ...815-538-2474
John Hessenberger, 1406 Hillcrest Drive, .....815-539-9934

SECOND WARD ALDERMEN
John Holland, 902 West Lawn, .....................815-528-5367
Leo Hochstatter, 1102 S. Park Ave., .............630-841-1315

THIRD WARD ALDERMEN
Kyle Kim, 504 First Ave., .............................815-538-2414
Jay Miller, 702 First Ave., .............................757-412-9374

FOURTH WARD ALDERMEN
Mark Peasley, 2111 Cedar Ave., ....................815-252-7243
Vicki Johnson, 206 Ninth St., .......................815-866-5558
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LOCAL AND AREA

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

Auto Body Specialists
Weather Tech dealer

Window Tinting
Car/Truck/SUV 

Detailing

And many other truck 
accessories available!

Marten Portable 
Buildings

325 N. 25th Rd.
Rt. 251 S., Peru

224-1506

Advertise
Your 

Business
Here

In The
Area 

Business
Spotlight

539-9396
1207 22nd St.
(815)539-9306

Cash  
& Carry

$1000

Double It For

$1700

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341

Open 6am-10pm 
 7 days a week

• Bakery
• Deli
• Meats
• Liquor
• Produce
• Floral

Across from 
First State Bank, Mendota

Call 
(815) 539-5651

See 
Jackie Near 

for all your 
Insurance Needs!

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

AREA BUSINESS AREA BUSINESS 
SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT

www.eurekasavings.com

Buying a car 
just got easier.
Find out how by 

calling...

Se habla español

ANNA 
ARTEAGA

NMLS #461075

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

LaSalle
Peru

Oglesby
Wenona

Other Locations:

706 Washington St. 
and 1403 13th Ave., 

Mendota

Chris Holdenrid
Senior VP 

Morgage Lending
NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

Kitchen & Bathroom 
Cabinetry
Millwork

 Staircases &  
Custom Projects

1605 Division St., 

Mendota 
 

www.
starvedrockwoodproducts.

com 

815-538-7797

Ottawa | Peru | Mendota | Morris | Diamond

financialplus.org

Your Member Owned and Operated
Financial Institution

Membership Open to

THE COMMUNITY

OGLESBY – The Illinois Valley Com-
munity College Board of Trustees on Feb. 
8 set out to purchase simulation equipment 
for the Early Childhood Education Program 
and commission artwork commemorating 
the College’s Centennial this year.

The College is seeking bids to purchase 
software kits and baby-sized manikins that 
can be programmed for childcare, child 
education and parenting lessons. Costs will 
be covered by the Early Childhood Access 
Consortium for Equity Grant.

The Board authorized the commission 
and purchase of a 10-foot by 20-foot mu-
ral highlighting the past and future of the 
College. Purchased using $35,000 from the 
IVCC Foundation CTC Fund, the art will 
be installed at the entrance to Building C 
in the Peter Miller Community Technology 
Center (CTC). 

President Dr. Tracy Morris reported:
• Red Cross blood drives sponsored by 

the Red Cross Club and the Student Nurses 
Association on campus and in Ottawa this 
month again set campus records.

• Upcoming activities, including two 
campus canned food drives, are scheduled 
this month.

• A Case IH planter was donated to the ag 
program and has arrived.

• Facility Master Planning continues with 
planning objectives and ranking of proposed 
projects.

• Enrollment updates indicate headcount 
and credit hours increased compared to 
Spring 2023

The Board also:
• Approved tenure for the following 

faculty: Theresa Molln, Welding instructor; 
Chrissy Boughton, Nursing instructor; Cathy 
Lenkaitis, Nursing Laboratory instructor; 
Samantha Whiteaker, Nursing instructor, and 
Emily Morgan, Math instructor.

• Submitted nominations for Illinois 
Community College Trustees Association 
awards, including Distinguished Alumnus 
Award (Dr. John Schibrowsky); Ethical 
Leadership Award (Fran Brolley); Gigi 
Campbell Student Trustee Excellence 
Scholarship (student trustee Elizabeth 
Boyles), and Pacesetter Award (Martha 
Hoffman Kerestes).

• Learned of the appointment of Kaitlyn 
Hickey as IT Department Help Desk Support 
Technician, and resignations of IT Program-
mer/Analyst James Bock and Assessment 
Center Assistant Rachael Olson, who will 
remain a part-time instructor.

• Authorized the return of a grant award 
that had been intended for a solar array on 
Building J since plans have changed and that 
building will undergo a renovation.

• Authorized the donation or disposal of 
an obsolete piece of equipment in one of the 
industrial labs.

• Authorized updates to board policies.

MENDOTA – Residents 
living in and around the Men-
dota can learn about their risk 
for cardiovascular disease, 
osteoporosis, diabetes, and 
other chronic, serious condi-
tions with affordable screen-
ings by Life Line Screening.  
Mendota Moose Lodge 714 
will host this community 
event on Thursday, April 4. 
The site is located at 211 E. 

12th St., Mendota.
Screenings can check for:
• The level of plaque 

buildup in your arteries, 
related to risk for cardio-
vascular disease, stroke and 
overall vascular health.

• HDL and LDL Choles-
terol levels

• Diabetes risk
• Kidney and thyroid 

function, and more

Screenings are affordable 
and convenient.  Free parking 
is also available.  

Special package pricing 
starts at $159, but consultants 
will work with you to create 
a package that is right for 
you based on your age and 
risk factors.  Call 1-877-237-
1287 or visit their website at 
www.lifelinescreening.com.  
Pre-registration is required.

Life Line Screening event set for April 4

IVCC Board OKs purchase of items for
its Early Childhood Education Program
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SOCIAL NEWS

GARAGE SALE TIME!

It’s a great time to have a Garage Sale. If you’re planning to get 
together some of the items you no longer use around your home and set 

up your own sale, be sure you follow some important basic steps!

1. WHAT TO SELL
     Anything that still has usability and some value.
2. HOW TO PRICE
    Decide the price of each item and then tag that 

item.
3. LENGTH OF SALE
    Sales from Thursday through Saturday seem best.
4. HOW TO SET IT UP
    Make it easy for buyers to view the items and have 

a central place with sufficient change for them to 
pay.

5. HOW TO ADVERTISE
    The most effective place to reach more people is in 

The Mendota Reporter. We will be happy to assist 
you in placing your sale ad.

Call 815-539-9396 or 
stop in the office at 

703 Illinois Ave.

garage sale deadlines*

THURSDAY, 5 PM -
to appear in Monday’s Money Saver

MONDAY, 10 AM -
To appear in Wednesday’s Reporter

* On a week with a holiday, deadlines may change. Please call to verify.

Aluminum
Stainless

Mild
Cast Iron

Here for your 
welding needs!

Mobile or Drop Off 
Call for a Quote Today!
815-414-8058

tellez.chris777@gmail.com
Christian Tellez

01
29

20
24

Janko Realty currently has 1, 2 and 3 
bedroom and studio units 

available for rent in Mendota.  
Please check out our available 

rentals and applications online at 
www.jankorealty.propertyware.com 

or call 815-830-4422.
03062023

Janko Realty & Development

Now Open In 
Mendota!!
Byron | Davis Junction | DeKalb | Mendota 
Pingree Grove | Rochelle | Sycamore

CLEAN, SECURE,  &
AFFORDABLE STORAGE UNITS

907 Plaza Dr | Mendota
a1storage.squarespace.com

LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON 

FACEBOOK

Check out our other locations!

02052024

MENDOTA – The Fort 
du Rocher Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution met Feb. 10 at 
the Zion United Methodist 
Church, Mendota. Regent 
Donna Jungnickel conducted 
the meeting.

Chaplain Alice Giberson 
gave the opening prayer and 
blessing for the meal. Made-
lyn Becker of Mendota, Ma-
kaela Lockwood of Leland, 
Chesney Auter of Earlville 
and Addison Duttlinger of La-
Salle-Peru and their parents 
were honored with the Good 
Citizen’s Award Breakfast.

After this, the girls intro-
duced themselves and told 
their plans for the future. 
Lockwood read her essay, 
which had advanced in 
competition.

During the regular meet-
ing, new members Susan 
Scully and Melinda Jaht were 
inducted into the chapter by 
Giberson and placed their 
patriot ornaments on the 
Patriot Tree.

Donna Jungnickel, left, congratulates DAR Good Citizen Award winners Makaela 
Lockwood of Leland, Addison Duttlinger of LaSalle-Peru and Madelyn Becker of 
Mendota. Not pictured: Chesney Auter. (Photo contributed)

During reports, members 
heard about patriot James 
Nickens, a freeborn Black 
who served in the Virginia 
State Navy for three years, 
then in the Continental Army 
as a private until the end of 
the war. His commander 

didn’t let him fight but 
rather put him at the rear to 
oversee the baggage. Most 
veteran free Blacks were not 
allowed to stay in Virginia, 
a slave state, after the war. 
Nickens was one of the few 
exceptions.

Bev Richardson told 
about heart attack symp-
toms in women. These can 
include: pressure in center 
of chest, pain in one or both 
arms, neck, jaw or stomach, 
shortness of breath, cold 
sweats or lightheadedness. 

Sometimes the signs are 
subtle and can be confused 
with the flu.

Kasha Bonnell shared an 
article on the Navaho code 
makers and how their work 
helped the allies win World 
War II. This top secret group 
of 29 men developed a code 
using the Navaho language.

Diane McCully had de-
signed a counted cross-stitch 
pattern for DAR bookmarks 
and asked if others would 
like to help make them for 
the District meeting.

The deadline to register 
for the DAR Illinois State 
Conference to be held April 
25-28 in Bloomington is 
March 20, 2024. The Fort du 
Rocher web page has been 
updated and can be viewed 
at http://www.fortdurocher-
chapternsdar.com.

The chapter’s next meet-
ing will be at 10 a.m. Satur-
day, March 9 at the LaSalle 
Public Library. The program 
to be given by an IVCC 
speaker will be on literacy.

DAR chapter hosts Good Citizen winners
LaSALLE – The La-

Salle Public Library will 
offer free ISO certified 
solar eclipse glasses to 
individuals and organi-
zations while supplies 
last for viewing the total 
solar eclipse, which will 
occur on Monday, April 
8, 2024.

The glasses were 
made possible through 
a grant from STAR Net, 
with funding from the 
Gordon and Betty Moore 
Foundation. Each pair 
of eclipse glasses comes 
with a DIY carrying 
case and instructions, 
and a bookmark to the 
Library’s Program Portal, 
where additional resourc-
es on the eclipse can be 
found and looked at.

For more information 
about the glasses, visit or 
call the library at 815-
223-2341. The library is 
located at 305 Marquette.

Library offers
eclipse glasses
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BRIDAL GUIDE

Illinois Valley’s Outdoor  
Wedding Specialist! 

White Wedding Tents 

20x20 

20x40 

30x60 

Side Walls Available 

Tables                        

8’ Banquet 

5’ Round 

3’ Round 

3’ Pub Style 

Chairs 

Tent Lighting 

Linens 

Chair Covers 

Portable Bar 

Illinois Valley’s Outdoor  
Wedding Specialist! 

White Wedding Tents 

20x20 

20x40 

30x60 

Side Walls Available 

Tables                        

8’ Banquet 

5’ Round 

3’ Round 

3’ Pub Style 

Chairs 

Tent Lighting 

Linens 

Chair Covers 

Portable Bar 

Illinois Valley’s Outdoor 
Wedding Specialist!

White  
Wedding 

Tents
20x20
20x40
30x60

Side Walls 
Available

Tables
8’ Banquet

5’ Round
3’ Round

3’ Pub Style

Chairs
Tent  

Lighting
Linens
Chair  

Covers
Portable Bar

Sit down dinners or buffets.  We’ll do our best to make 
your day happy and one you’ll always remember.

MENDOTA ELKS LODGE
707 Indiana Ave., Mendota

Welcome Elks Members & Their Guests

811 E. Peru St. • Princeton, IL
815.875.3819 | f lowersbyjuliaprinceton.com

M-F 8:30 - 5:00 • Sat 8:30 - 4:00  Delivery Available 03
09

20
22

Your Vision - Your Style - Your Day

Our Artistry
Custom Wedding Arrangements 

Designed Just for You
• bouquets • centerpieces •ceremony 

flowers • corsages 
• boutonnieres

Wedding Consultations  
Available

For the event that will stand For the event that will stand 
out from the ordinary!out from the ordinary!

A unique, rustic venue for A unique, rustic venue for 
the budget conscience!the budget conscience!

Available April thru OctoberAvailable April thru October

Weddings | Parties 
Quinceaneras | Trade Shows

405 1st Ave., Mendota 405 1st Ave., Mendota 
815-252-5321815-252-5321

The average cost of a wedding in 
2022 in the United States came out to 
roughly $30,000, according to a survey 
of 12,000 couples compiled by wedding 
planning site The Knot. The survey also 
found New Jersey and Massachusetts 
topped the list of most costly states to 
tie the knot. 

When committing to as significant 
a financial investment as a wedding, 
couples may want to do all they can to 
ensure their big day is a hit. There are 
many advantages to hiring a profession-
al wedding planner, who can take the 
stress out of a process that should be fun.

1. Serves as a sounding board: Wed-
ding planners can take couples’ ideas 
and turn them into reality. Seasoned 
planners know how to help a couple’s 
vision come alive.

2. Lightens the responsibility load: 
A wedding planner takes time-consum-
ing responsibilities off couples’ plates. 

These can include scheduling appoint-
ments, dealing with vendors, conducting 
walk-throughs of locations, and more. 
This can be a big asset to couples who 
work full-time.

3. Offers a wealth of knowledge: A 
good wedding planner has years of expe-
rience handling weddings and will know 
which aspects will work and which 
may not. Also, a wedding planner can 
likely handle tasks expeditiously, while 
couples with no experience planning a 
wedding may not work so quickly. 

4. Helps couples save money: 
Knowledge and experience also comes 
with contacts in the industry that can 
help couples save money. The planner 
likely knows where to get the best deals, 
and may be privy to insider pricing and 
other discounts.

5. Serves as a buffer: While everyone 
wants weddings to be incident-free, 
conflicts can and do arise. A wedding 

planner can serve as a mediator or run 
interference between challenging fam-
ily members or even vendors.

6. Reduces overall stress levels: 
There’s a measurable difference be-
tween the stress experienced by cou-
ples who don’t hire wedding planners 
and those who do. The main goal of a 
wedding is for it to be memorable and 
for couples and their guests to enjoy 
themselves. By leaving the planning to 
someone else, couples can arrive at the 
big day feeling more relaxed and ready 
to have fun.

7. There is an extra person around: 
Wedding planers can field questions 
or handle tipping and other tasks on 
the wedding day, freeing up time for 
couples to have fun. 

Wedding planners can provide 
support, expertise, company, and 
industry contacts to make weddings 
go smoothly.

There are many advantages to hiring a professional wedding planner, who can take the stress out of a process that 
should be fun.

7 reasons to hire a wedding planner

As any married couple 
can attest, a wedding day 
has a tendency to fly by. 
Couples have much to do 
on the day they tie the knot, 
which can make the day 
feel like a whirlwind.

Certain skills can come 
in especially handy on 
a wedding day, and the 
ability to manage time is 
certainly one of them. As 
their big day draws closer, 
couples can employ these 
time management tips to 
slow the day down a little 
bit.

• Create and distribute 
a schedule. A schedule can 
ensure the happy couple 
and all members of the 
bridal party know when 
and where they need to be 
at certain times during the 
day. Include all pertinent 
information on the sched-
ule, including when and 
where hair and makeup 
appointments begin, when 
transportation to and from 
the ceremony and reception 
site will arrive and, of 
course, the start time for the 
ceremony. A printed copy 
can help, but a digital copy 
sent via text or email can 
guarantee the schedule is 
accessible via smartphone 
at all times during the day.

• Collaborate with your 
photographer in advance of 
your wedding day. Couples 
can streamline wedding 
day photography sessions 
by collaborating with their 
photographer in advance. 
During these sessions, iden-
tify the bridal party shots you 
want to take and then create 
a schedule of photos so all 
party members know where 
they need to be and when. 
Some couples choose to 
schedule bridal party photo-
shoots before the ceremony, 
while others prefer theirs 
after the couple has made 
it official. Regardless of 
which option couples prefer, 
schedule these photos so no 
time is wasted finding bridal 
party members.

• Don’t forget to set 
aside time to eat. Anything 
can derail a wedding day 

Maintaining and distrib-
uting a schedule of the 
day’s events, including 
hair appointments, can 
help engaged couples keep 
their wedding day timeline 
on track.

A couple’s wedding day 
is one they will never forget. 
Guests’ focus is squarely on 
the happy couple on the day 
they’re set to make their 
union official. However, hap-
py couples are not the only 
ones with important roles to 
play during a wedding.

Being asked to be in a 
bridal party is a unique honor. 
With that honor comes re-
sponsibility, as each person 
in a bridal party can do their 
own part to ensure a couple’s 
wedding day is a success.
Maid or matron of honor

A maid of honor and 
matron of honor perform the 
same functions. The terms 
are simply unique because 
a maid of honor refers to a 
person who has not yet got-
ten married, while the term 
matron of honor is used for a 
person who has gotten mar-
ried. Brides also may choose a 
man to serve as man of honor. 
Whatever title is appropriate, 
the person who serves in this 
capacity will help the bride 
plan the wedding, including 
being there to offer insight 
when shopping for a wedding 
dress. This person also may 
coordinate the bachelorette 
party and periodically speak 
with bridesmaids to ensure 
everyone is on schedule. The 
maid of honor will typically 
give a bridal toast during the 
reception.

Best man
Don’t let the title fool you, 

as many couples now choose 
to have a best woman. Like 
the maid of honor, the best 
man may be asked to help 
with wedding planning and 
is typically tasked with orga-
nizing the bachelor party and 
toasting the groom during the 
reception. The best man also 
can help to ensure grooms-
men are on schedule with 
tuxedo fittings.
Bridesmaids/Groomsmen

Bridesmaids stand beside 
the bride during the wedding 
ceremony. They can help 
with planning and help to re-
solve any last-minute issues 
that may arise on the big day, 
such as a vendor arriving late.

Groomsmen stand next 
to the groom during the cer-
emony and may be asked to 
help the best man plan the 
bachelor party. Both brides-
maids and groomsmen also 

Time management tips 
for your wedding day

schedule if it’s forgotten 
when couples devise their 
initial plan for how the 
day will unfold. Couples 
might be less inclined to 
forget hair and makeup 
appointments and photo 
sessions because such 
components are integral 
to wedding planning. But 
couples should not forget to 
leave time for themselves 
and their bridal party to eat. 
Schedule a breakfast for 
all bridal party members 
(separate ones if couples 
insist on avoiding each 
other until the ceremony) 
to ensure no one sleeps in 
and throws off the day’s 
timeline. Include time to 
eat lunch if the ceremony 
is in late afternoon or early 
evening. If you forget to 
schedule time to eat, the 
timeline will almost cer-
tainly be thrown off when 
everyone gets hungry and 
requires some sustenance.

• Go over schedules with 
your vendors. In the weeks 
prior to your wedding, 
reach out to your vendors to 
confirm the day’s timeline. 
Do this prior to handing out 
a schedule to your bridal 
party so no one is confused 
if any last-minute changes 
are made. 

Couples have much to 
manage on their wedding 
days. Perhaps no compo-
nent is more important to 
manage effectively than 
time. 

Each person in a bridal party can do their own part to ensure a couple’s wedding day 
is a success.

The responsibilities of bridal party members
may be asked to help host 
events leading up to the big 
day, such as a shower or 
engagement party.

Ring bearer/flower girl
The roles of ring bearer 

and flower girl are typically 
filled by young relatives of 
the couple, such as nieces, 
nephews or young cousins. 
The flower girl walks down 
the aisle in advance of the 
bride, spreading pedals as 

she goes. The ring bearer 
carries the wedding rings 
down the aisle. 

Parents
If they choose to do so, 

parents of the happy cou-
ple can help to pay for the 
wedding. The custom of 
the bride’s parents paying 
the entire bill has largely 
fallen by the wayside, as 
many modern couples now 
pay for their own weddings. 

Parents can offer to pay for 
the engagement party and/
or rehearsal dinner, but such 
generosity is not expected 
of them. 

Serving in a wedding party 
is a unique and humbling hon-
or. The roles of each person 
in the party vary, and party 
members who want to do their 
best for the couple can study 
up on their responsibilities in 
advance of the big day.
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THE BACK PAGE

Tree Service & 
LandscapingArteaga

• Tree Extraction • Tree Trimming • Lawn Care • Patios • 
• Fire Pits • Retainer Walls • Paver Edging • 

• Residential & Commercial •  Fully Insured • Gutter 
Cleaning • Stump Grinding

Call For Your Free Estimate!
(815) 878-7504

Ask about our Senior Citizen and Military Discounts!

03
04

20
24

Time for yard 
cleanups!

• 24/7 Light/Medium Duty Towing & Recovery
• Auto Truck Repair

• Emergency Roadside Assistance
• Jump Starts
• Fuel Delivery

• Flat Tire Changes
• Lock Out Service

• Secure Impound Yard

01
01

20
24

301 N. Richmond St., Sublette

815-849-5171

Saturday, March 23, 2024
10 am – 3 pm

SPRING CRAFT & VENDOR SHOW
LOCATION: Mendota Civic Center

1901 TOM MERWIN DRIVE, MENDOTA, IL

30+ 
VENDORS

*Sip-n-Shop*

30+ 
Vendors

02
21

20
24

Saturday, March 23, 2024
10 am – 3 pm

SPRING CRAFT & VENDOR SHOW
LOCATION: Mendota Civic Center

1901 TOM MERWIN DRIVE, MENDOTA, IL

30+ 
VENDORS

Saturday, March 23, 2024
10 am – 3 pm

SPRING CRAFT & VENDOR SHOW
LOCATION: Mendota Civic Center

1901 TOM MERWIN DRIVE, MENDOTA, IL

30+ 
VENDORS

815-539-5142
nilsroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE SUSPENDED

Daniel M. White, 44, of 
917 Washington St., Mendo-
ta, was charged with driving 
while license suspended after 
a traffic stop at Meriden 
Street and Guiles Avenue 
at 6:08 p.m. Feb. 29. The 
subject was released with a 
LaSalle County court date.

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE REVOKED
Andrew M. Plum, 35, of 

111 S. 13th Ave., Mendota, 
was charged with driving 
while license revoked after 
a traffic stop at First Street 
and Second Avenue at 4 
p.m. March 1. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

WARRANT ARREST
Anthony Nevdeck, 46, no 

address, was arrested at 4:56 
p.m. March 3 on a valid Cook 
County warrant for robbery 
after being located in the 
700 block of Main Street. 
The subject was transported 
to the LaSalle County jail.

POLICE
BLOTTER

OGLESBY – Young welders will show-
case their skills and compete for prizes on 
Saturday, April 13, during the Second Annual 
Welding Competition presented by Illinois 
Valley Community College and the American 
Welding Society.

Open to high school and college students 
who will compete in separate divisions, the 
competition lets youths showcase their skills, 
learn about the industry, and network with 
representatives from local companies and 
IVCC instructors.

Awards, including scholarships and 
welding gear, will be given to top winners 
in both divisions and processes. All compet-
itors receive T-shirts and welding swag. The 
competition involves a hands-on project and 
a written quiz and will take place from 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. in IVCC’s East Campus, Building J. 

High school students will compete in 
shielded metal arc welding (SMAW) from 
8:30 – 11 a.m. Registration opens at 8 a.m., 
lunch will be provided at 11 a.m. and awards 
will be presented at 11:45 a.m.

College welders can compete in SMAW 
or gas metal arc welding (GMAW). Students 

may only register for one competition.
Registration for SMAW begins at 10:30 

a.m., followed by the competition at 11 a.m., 
lunch at 12:30 p.m. and the awards ceremony 
at 1:15 p.m.

GMAW competitors will register at lunch 
at 11:30 a.m., followed by the competition 
at 12:30 and awards at 2:30 p.m.

Register by April 5 to enter. To register, 
visit www.ivcc.edu/enroll. Use the class 
ID 14473 for High School SMAW; 14474 
for College SMAW and 14475 for College 
GMAW. Seats are limited to 24 in the high 
school division and 12 in each of the college 
divisions. Cost of each division is $20. 

For more information, visit https://www.
ivcc.edu/programsbyareaofstudy/welding/
index.php or call Continuing Education at 
815-224-0427

The event is sponsored by local employers 
Vactor Manufacturing, HCC Inc., Constella-
tion, Valley Fabrication Inc, On Site Repair 
Services, Inc., Trademark Services Compa-
ny, and Carus Corporation. It is hosted by 
IVCC’s Workforce Development Division 
and Continuing Education Center.

High school and college welders will showcase their skills 
and compete for prizes next month during the Second 
Annual Welding Competition presented by Illinois Valley 
Community College and the American Welding Society. 
(Photo contributed)

IVCC plans welding competition

OTTAWA – North 
Central Area Transit, 
or NCAT, is providing 
free transportation to 
voting locations in La-
Salle County for the 
2024 primary election 
on Tuesday, March 19.

LaSalle County res-
idents may ride NCAT 
fare-free to any location 
for early voting, vote 
by mail ballot drop off, 
or in-person voting on 
election day. 

Demand is high so it is 
recommended to sched-
ule your trip a week in 
advance. Call 833-433-
6228 and have the voting 
location address ready to 
reserve your seat. Visit 
ridencat.com for more 
information.

NCAT offers
free rides to
vote March 19

CARDS OF
THANKS

The family of Marion 
Barnickel wishes to thank 
everyone for their showing 
of support in our loss. The 
donations of food, flowers 
and memorials were much 
appreciated. The cards and 
kind words will always be 
remembered.

The Barnickel Family

It’s Garage
Sale time!
Advertise
yours here!



The Mendota Reporter • B1Wednesday, March 6, 2024

girl scout week
March 10-16, 2024

In Girl Scouts, girls discover the fun, 
friendship and power of girls 

together. Through a myriad of 
enriching experiences, such 
as extraordinary field trips, 
sports skill-building clinics, 

community service projects, 
cultural exchanges and 

environmental stewardships, 
girls grow courageous and 

strong. Girl Scouting helps girls 
develop to their full individual 
potential; relate to others with 
increasing understanding, skill and respect; develop values to guide their 

actions and provide the foundation for sound decision-making; and contribute 
to the improvement of society through their abilities, leadership skills and 

cooperation with others.

support girl scouting in your area

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave.  

Mendota • 815-538-2265
Member FDIC

• • •
THE MENDOTA REPORTER

703 Illinois Ave. • Mendota
815-539-9396

• • •
CITY OF MENDOTA

800 Washington St.
Mendota • 815-539-7459

• • •
FIRST STATE BANK OF VAN ORIN

200 N Main St. • 815-638-2111
Member FDIC

MALDEN BANKING CENTER
302 W. Main St. • 815-643-2121

Member FDIC

SULLIVANS FOODS
1102 Meriden St. • Mendota

815-539-9341
• • • 

FINANCIAL PLUS CREDIT UNION
1905 13th Ave. • Mendota

815-539-3444
 Member NCUA-ESI

• • •
CARRIAGE HOUSE ELECTRIC

105 12th St. • Mendota
815-538-5598

• • •
DAVIS FAMILY HEALTH

1201 Meriden St • Mendota
815-538-1800

• • •

03
01

20
22

3
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WANTED!
CLASSIC CARS .... TOP $$$$CLASSIC CARS .... TOP $$$$

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars, Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars, 
Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,  Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,  

Hot Rods, Mopars & Vintage MotorcyclesHot Rods, Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

Call Jim at 630-201-8122Call Jim at 630-201-8122 01
19

20
22

Regional champions
The Northbrook Middle School seventh grade volleyball team won the regional championship with an 18-25, 25-20, 
25-15 victory over Rockford Thurgood Marshall on Feb. 29 at Rockford. Members of the team, front row, left to 
right, are Yuliza Magallanes, Mia Arteaga, Delilah Karahalios, Laurali Thompson, Ava Mahaffey, Aliya Delao and 
Aileen Perez. Back row, Allison McNutt, Kylee Bonnell, Livi Perryman, Eliana Eames, Lexie Saylor, Mallory Beck, 
Giana Godina, Aleeya Garcia and coach Allison Buettner. (Photo contributed)

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MORRIS – In previous seasons, the 
seventh grade Northbrook volleyball 
team ended its season at the conclu-
sion of the Starved Rock Conference 
Tournament.

Not this year, as the team enlisted in 
the IESA Class 3A playoffs.

To put a stamp on the first year as 
an IESA team, the Spartans won a 
regional championship on Feb. 29 and 
played in a sectional championship 
on March 4.

“This is the first year that seventh 
grade has participated in the IESA 
Tournament and because of it, I feel 
like we had an exceptional season,” said 
coach Allison Buettner. “They’ve left 
big shoes to fill for the years to come. 
They are truly a talented group of girls. 

I know moving forward, next year and 
then in high school, they’re going to be 
a group to watch.

“They love the sport and they play 
well together as a team. I think they’re 
only going to standout more as time 
moves on.”

Buettner, who coached at Mendota 
High School from 2000-04 before 
coming to Northbrook in 2006, led the 
Spartans to the Starved Rock Confer-
ence Championship during the regular 
season with a 16-3 record, and a SRC 
Tournament title.

Marching into the IESA Class 3A 
Rockford Marshall Regional, the No. 
2-seeded Northbrook squad defeated 
No. 7 Rockford Kennedy 25-6, 25-6 in 
the first round, Princeton Logan 25-13, 
26-24 in the semifinal, and Marshall 
18-25, 25-20, 25-14 in the final.

With one new trophy awaiting its 
place in the display case, the Spartans 
tried to earn another at the IESA Class 
3A Morris Saratoga Sectional, but the 
Saratoga squad proved to be a tough 
task as the Spartans fell 25-10, 25-13.

“We showed up hesitant while Morris 
played phenomenally. We can’t hang 
our heads because they were truly an 
exceptional team,” Buettner said. “We 
usually have some servers who will 
get on a long string of serves. We just 
couldn’t get in a groove.

“In the first match, we only earned 
one point, a serve ace, and in the second 
match we earned six points. The rest of 
our 23 points were either their errors or a 
side out. We just played very hesitantly.”

The seventh grade Northbrook 
volleyball team ended its season with 
a 20-4 record.

Spartans win first regional in first 
opportunity; eliminated in sectional

MENDOTA – Three Men-
dota boys’ basketball players 
were recognized for their play 
on the court by being chosen 
as Three Rivers Conference 
All-Confer-
ence team 
m e m b e r s 
for the 2023-
24 season.

S e n i o r 
I z a i a h 
Nanez led 
the Trojans 
by being a 
unanimous selection to the 
first team. Sophomore Aden 
Tillman landed on the sec-
ond team, while senior Cale 
Strouss was an honorable 
mention selection.

FIRST TEAM
*Braden Clark, Sr., Ke-

wanee; *Izaiah Nanez, Sr., 
Mendota; *Lucas Simpson, 

Sr., Newman; *Noah LaPorte, 
Jr., Princeton; Landon Huls-
ing, Jr., Bureau Valley; Payton 
Dye, Sr., Hall; Blaise Lewis, 
Sr., Kewanee

(* indicates unanimous)
SECOND TEAM

Daniel Sousa, Sr., Princ-
eton; Corban Chhim, Sr., 
Bureau Valley; Max Bryant, 
Sr., Hall; Aden Tillman, So., 
Mendota; Catrelle Reed Jr., 
Jr., Kewanee; Korte Lawson, 
Sr., Princeton

HONORABLE MENTION
Braden Curran, So., Hall; 

George Jungerman, So., 
Newman; Isaiah Williams, 
Sr., Newman; Cale Strouss, 
Sr., Mendota

(Final conference stand-
ings: Kewanee 8-2, Princeton 
7-3, Newman 6-4, Bureau 
Valley 3-7, Hall 3-7, Men-
dota 3-7)

3 Trojans chosen for
all-conference honors
q I. Nanez a unanimous first-teamer

Nanez

MENDOTA – The Three 
Rivers Conference girls’ bas-
ketball coaches have chosen 
their all-conference team 
members for the 2023-24 
season.

M e n -
dota’s lone 
representa-
tive was se-
nior Grace 
Wa s m e r , 
who was 
selected to 
the second 
team.

FIRST TEAM
*Kate Salisbury, Sr., 

Bureau Valley; *McKen-
na Christiansen, Sr., Hall; 
*Mya Dearing, Jr., Kewanee; 
*Jess Johns, Sr., Newman; 
*Camryn Driscoll, So., Princ-

eton; *Keighley Davis, So., 
Princeton

(* indicates unanimous)
SECOND TEAM

Ella Sterling, Jr., Hall; 
Kate Stoller, Sr., Bureau 
Valley; Grace Wasmer, Sr., 
Mendota; Damaris Diaz, 
Fr., Kewanee; Lucy Oetting, 
So., Newman; Miyah Fox, 
Sr., Princeton

HONORABLE MENTION
Tejhiana Amos, Jr., Ke-

wanee; Kennedy Wozniak, 
Jr., Hall; Charlie Pellegrini, 
So., Hall; Elaina Allen, Fr., 
Newman; Paige Jesse, Jr., 
Princeton

(Final conference stand-
ings: Princeton 9-1, Hall 7-3, 
Bureau Valley 5-5, Kewanee 
5-5, Newman 4-6, Mendota 
0-10)

Wasmer

MHS’s Wasmer named to
all-conference 2nd team

BLOOMINGTON – The 
Illinois High School Asso-
ciation (IHSA) is proud to 
announce that Girls’ Flag 
Football will be the latest 
sport to debut an IHSA State 
Series, as the IHSA will con-
duct its inaugural postseason, 
culminating with an IHSA 
Girls Flag Football State 
Champion being crowned, 
in the fall of 2024.

“The addition of Girls’ 
Flag Football furthers the 
IHSA mission of creating 
participation opportunities 
for high school students 
in Illinois,” said IHSA 
Executive Director Craig 
Anderson. “The sport has 
experienced significant 
growth in a short amount 
of time, and our member 
schools are excited to see it 
become an IHSA sport. The 
Chicago Public Schools 
Athletic Administration 
and the Chicago Bears both 
deserve significant praise 
for their grassroots efforts in 
shepherding and supporting 
the growth of girls’ flag 

football in Illinois.”
The IHSA Board of 

Directors approved the 
Girls’ Flag Football State 
Series during their regularly 
scheduled meeting on Feb. 
4, 2024. The IHSA will 
offer a State Series in 40 
total sports and activities 
in 2024-25, in addition to 
its Wheelchair Basketball 
Tournament, Unified games 
via its partnership with Spe-
cial Olympics, and Athletes 
with Disabilities divisions 
in multiple sports.

“It is important for the 
IHSA to continue to adapt to 
the interests of our students 
and schools,” said Dan 
Tully, the Principal at Notre 
Dame College Prep in Niles 
and President of the IHSA 
Board of Directors. “Girls’ 
Flag Football is somewhat 
unprecedented in terms of 
its growth and timeline for 
achieving an IHSA State 
Series. We are enthusiastic 
about how much has been 
accomplished in such a 
short amount of time, and 

expect that participation 
will continue to increase in 
the years ahead.”

Girls Flag Football joins 
a growing list of sports and 
activities that have recently 
conducted their inaugural 
IHSA State Series, includ-
ing Girls Wrestling (2022), 
Esports (2022), Boys and 
Girls Lacrosse (2018), and 
Competitive Dance (2013).

The IHSA has com-
mitments from over 100 
schools to participate in the 
inaugural State Series in 
2024, while nearly 40 other 
schools have expressed that 
they anticipate fielding a 
team in 2025.

The IHSA Girls’ Flag 
Football Advisory Commit-
tee has met twice previously 
and will look to finalize the 
rulebook and structure of 
the State Series at upcoming 
meetings. The IHSA will 
also create a Request For 
Proposals in order to find 
sites interested in hosting 
the State Finals at an up-
coming Board meeting.

“There is a lot of work 
to done before we crown 
the first IHSA Girls Flag 
Football State Champion,” 
said IHSA Assistant Execu-
tive Director Tracie Henry, 
who will serve as the IHSA 
Girls’ Flag Football admin-
istrator. “We have a group of 
people who are dedicated to 
seeing the sport flourish and 
putting on a first-class state 
tournament. One area where 
we know we will need help 
is with officiating. We hope 
we can recruit some new 
officials to the sport, while 
also having current IHSA 
officials in other sports, 
including 11-player and 
8-player football, add li-
censes to referee girls’ flag 
football as well.”

Individuals interested in 
becoming IHSA Girls’ Flag 
Football officials can begin 
licensing on May 1, 2024.

The inaugural IHSA 
Girls’ Flag Football State 
Finals will take place on 
Friday and Saturday, Oct. 
11-12, 2024.

Girls’ Flag Football to debut as an 
Illinois high school sport this fall

EARLVILLE – The Lit-
tle Ten Conference boys’ 
basketball coaches have 
selected the 2024 Little Ten 
All-Conference Boys’ Bas-
ketball Team.  The coaches 
recognized 11 players for 
the honor.

• Serena—Conference 
Champs, Conference Tour-
nament Champs, IHSA 
Class 1A Regional Champs: 
**Richie Armour (Sr…F)—
Repeat Unanimous Selec-
tion; **Tanner Faivre (Sr…G); 
Carson Baker (Sr…G); Hunter 
Staton (Sr…F)

• Earlville—Conference 
Runner-Up, Conference 
Tournament Runner-Up: 

**Griffin Cook (Sr…G)—Sec-
ond Time Selection; Ryan 
Browder (Sr…F/G)—Repeat 
Selection

• Hinckley-Big Rock—
Conference 3rd Place: 
**Martin Ledbetter (Jr…F)—
Repeat Unanimous Selec-
tion; Landon Roop (Sr…G)

• Indian Creek – Jeffrey 
Probst (Sr…F)—Repeat Se-
lection

• Somonauk—Confer-
ence Tournament 3rd Place: 
**Carson Bahrey (Sr…G)—
Repeat Selection

• IMSA – Muna Onwau-
meze (Sr…F)

(**Denotes a unanimous 
selection)

EARLVILLE – The Lit-
tle Ten Conference girls’ 
basketball coaches have 
selected the 2024 Little Ten 
All-Conference Girls’ Bas-
ketball Team.  Ten players 
were chosen for all-confer-
ence honors.

• Serena—Conference 
Champions, Conference 
Tournament Champions, 
IHSA Class 1A Regional 
Champions: **Paisley Twait 
(Sr…G/F)—Three Time Unan-
imous Selection; **Makayla 
McNally (Sr…C)—Three Time 
Selection; **Jenna Setchell 
(Jr…G)—Repeat Unanimous 
Selection

• Newark—Conference 

Runner-Up, Conference 
Tournament Runner-Up: 
**Kiara Wesseh (Sr…F)—Re-
peat Unanimous Selection; 
**Addison Ness (Jr…G)

• Hinckley-Big Rock—
Conference 3rd Place, Con-
ference Tournament 3rd 
Place: **Anna Herrmann 
(So…G)—Repeat Selection: 
Sami Carlino (Jr…C); Raven 
Wagner (Jr…F)

• Somonauk-Leland 
Coop – **Haley McCoy 
(Sr…G)

• Earlville – **Madys-
on Olson (Sr…G)—Repeat 
Unanimous Selection

(**Denotes a unanimous 
selection)

Little 10 picks top boys’ players

Little 10 names top girls’ players
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We REPORT
To YOU

Subscribe Today!
12 Months

 (Lee, Bureau and 
LaSalle Counties) 

$6900

12 Months
 (Out of Area)

$8900

703 Illinois Ave. Mendota IL 61342 • 815-539-9396
M-F 8-4 • www.mendotareporter.com

News to fit your lifestyle.
Your hometown news is now online at 

www.mendotareporter.com.
Great local news and all the content you love, available anytime, anywhere!

P.O. Box 300, 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342 
www.mendotareporter.com

• Same great content
• Identical in format to paper edition–   Flip
each page with a single click!

• Searchable, portable, convenient
• News when you want it– eEdition is available
sooner than home delivery!

• Back issues available

Now FREE to 
all current 

subscribers!

E-mail jgriffith@mendotareporter.com or call 815-539-9396 for your 
password today. You can also register online by visiting our website.

Elks 9
Youth League

Standings as of Feb. 17 – 1. 
Team 3 29.5-14.5; 2. Team 2 
28.5-15.5; 3. Team 1 18-26; 4. 
Team 4 12-32

High team game (scratch) 
– Team 4 266, Team 3 260, 
Team 1 & Team 2 214

High team game (hdcp) 
– Team 3 639, Team 4 618, 
Team 2 605

High team series (scratch) 
– Team 4 736, Team 3 689, 
Team 1 633

High team series (hdcp) – 
Team 3 1826, Team 2 1804, 
Team 1 1800

Boys’ high game (scratch) 
– Maddox Chaon 104, Parker 
Krager 100, Jaxon Stamberg-
er 89

Boys’ high game (hdcp) – 
Parker Krager 225, Maddox 
Chaon 218, Jace Ganther 210

Boys’ high series (scratch) 
– Maddox Chaon 284, Parker 
Krager 249, Keegan Mauch 
247

Boys’ high series (hdcp) 
– Maddox Chaon 626, Parker 
Krager 624, Jace Banther 611

Girls’ high game (scratch) 
– Grace Piskie 106, Sophia 
Martinez 94, Ady Law 85

Girls’ high game (hdcp) 
– Grace Piskie 221, Sophia 
Martinez 216, Ady Law 214

Girls’ high series (scratch) 
– Grace Piskie 261, Sophia 
Martinez 260, Ady Law 211

Girls’ high series (hdcp) – 
Sophia Martinez 626, Grace 
Piskie 606, Ady Law 598

Elks 11
Youth League

Standings as of Feb. 17 – 1. 
Team 5 36-8; 2. Team 2 32.5-
11.5; 3. Team 3 23.5-20.5; 4. 
Team 4 17.5-26.5; 5. Team 1 
6.6-37.5; 6. Team 6 0-44

High team game (scratch) 
– Team 5 380, Team 4 268, 
Team 2 258

High team game (hdcp) 
– Team 5 685, Team 3 646, 
Team 4 620

High team series (scratch) 
– Team 5 926, Team 4 756, 
Team 2 724

High team series (hdcp) – 

Team 3 1845, Team 5 1841, 
Team 4 1812

Boys’ high game (scratch) 
– Parker Ramer 174, Gavin 
Stamberger 136, Jaxen Daley 
114

Boys’ high game (hdcp) 
– Parker Ramer 244, Gavin 
Stamberger 242, Jaxen Daley 
233

Boys’ high series (scratch) 
– Parker Ramer 470, Bentley 
Bejster 316, Jaxen Daley 287

Boys’ high series (hdcp) – 
Parker Ramer 680, Jaxen Da-
ley 644, Bentley Bejster 625

Girls’ high game (scratch) 
– Eliana Eammes, Brooklyn 
Mauch 90

Girls’ high game (hdcp) – 
Brooklyn Mauch 237, Eliana 
Eammes 222

Girls’ high series (scratch) 
– Eliana Eammes 241, Brook-
lyn Mauch 190

Girls’ high series (hdcp) – 
Brooklyn Mauch 631, Eliana 
Eammes 616

Wednesday Night
Men’s League

Standings as of Feb. 21 – 1. 
O’Donnell Excavating 21-11; 
2. Mendota Monument 18-14; 
3. JJ&L Carpentry 16-16; 4. 
Novak Farms 15-17; 5. First 
State Bank 14-18; 6. Black 
Bros. 12-20

High team game (scratch) 
– Mendota Monument 1097, 
Novak Farms 1050, Black 
Bros. 1013

High team game (hdcp) 
– Mendota Monument 1168, 
Novak Farms 1136, Black 
Bros. 1119

High team series (scratch) 
– Mendota Monument 3085, 
Black Bros. 2920, Novak 
Farms 2892

High team series (hdcp) 
– Mendota Monument 3298, 
Black Bros. 3238, O’Donnell 
Excavating 3164

High individual game 
(scratch) – Barry Sutton 266, 
Drake O’Donnell 247, Mike 
Smith 244

High individual series 
(scratch) – Scott Vickrey 709, 
Drake O’Donnell 707, Mike 
Smith 661

SPRINGFIELD - The 
Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources (IDNR) 
will offer on-site license 
and permit sales, safety 
education class schedules, 
harvest pin sales, and more 
at the 2024 Illinois Deer 
Classic at the Peoria Civic 
Center March 8-10.

IDNR staff will offer 
the following services at 
its booth:

• Hunting, fishing, and 
trapping license sales

• Stamp and over-the-
counter permit sales

• Conservation police 
officers to answer ques-
tions about laws and best 
practices

• Wildlife staff to answer 
questions and provide in-
formation about wildlife 
diseases, herd culling, hab-
itat improvement and more

• Safety education class 
schedules and locations

• Staff from IDNR’s Il-
linois Recreational Access 
Program (IRAP) will have 
information about public 
access for hunting and 
fishing on private property

• Deer, turkey, and morel 
pin sales

• Hunting and fishing 
digests

• Illinois state park 
guides and other free pub-
lications

The Peoria Civic Cen-
ter is located at 201 SW 
Jefferson Ave. in Peo-
ria. Illinois Deer Classic 
hours are 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Saturday, and 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Sunday. Go online at 
illinoisdeerclassic.com for 
more details, including a 
complete list of vendors, 
activities, and admission 
information.

BOWLING Deer Classic
to be held
March 8-10
in Peoria
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ENTERTAINMENT

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: Is it true that next 
season’s mystery on “Only 
Murders in the Building” will 
be set in Los 
A n g e l e s 
instead of 
New York? 
I love the 
old apart-
ment build-
ing  they 
live in on 
the show. It won’t be the same 
if it’s in California. -- D.D.

A: I agree, but apparently 
only part of the season will be 
filmed in LA. According to 
TVLine, Craig Erwich, who 
oversees Hulu, loves the Big 
Apple but doesn’t want the 
show to become too insular. 
However, he assures fans that 
the Arconia apartment building 
will always be part of the show.

Season three ended with 
Oliver’s (Martin Short) 
girlfriend, Loretta (Meryl 
Streep), moving back to LA, 
and it’s been confirmed that 
Streep will return for the new 
season. Joining them will 
be Charles (Steve Martin) 
and Mabel (Selena Gomez), 
who I’m assuming will tag 
along to LA to escape the 
seemingly cursed Arconia 
after last season ended with 
a cliff-hanging murder. Jane 
Lynch is also expected to 

Streep

return in some capacity as 
Charles’ stunt double.

The announcement of 
two more big names joining 
the cast should help allevi-
ate the disappointment of 
those who aren’t pleased 
with the change of scenery. 
Molly Shannon (“The Other 
Two”) will play a high-pow-
ered businesswoman, and 
Eva Longoria (“Desperate 
Housewives”) will also 
recur. No details have been 
given yet about her character.

***
Q: When is “Yellow-

stone” returning with new 
episodes? Is it true that Kevin 
Costner has left the show? 
-- K.S.

A: The wildly successful 
series “Yellowstone” will 
return with six final episodes, 
beginning this November, 
but it probably will not in-
clude Costner. The Dutton 
family story will continue 
with the focus remaining on 
Rip (Cole Hauser) and Beth 
(Kelly Reilly). Costner parted 
ways with the show and its 
creator Taylor Sheridan when 
a contract couldn’t be agreed 
upon. Sheridan has a spin-off 
in the works titled “2024,” 
but no further details have 
been announced (including 
whether it will star Matthew 
McConaughey, as rumored).

As for Costner, he re-
cently released the trailer for 
his upcoming Civil War-era 
films, titled “Horizon: An 
American Saga,” which will 
be released in two parts this 
June and August. Costner 
not only directs but stars in 
“Horizon,” along with Sien-
na Miller and Sam Worthing-
ton. He said that he hasn’t 
“felt this way about a movie 
since ... making ‘Dances 
with Wolves,’” which was 
the Oscar-winning film he 
also pulled double duty with 
back in 1990.

***
Q: What happened to the 

boxer on the new season of 
“The Traitors?” I don’t recall 
him being voted out, and now 
he’s gone. -- A.M.

A: Former World Boxing 
heavyweight champion De-
ontay Wilder was one of only 
two contestants on Peacock’s 
“The Traitors” who didn’t 
have reality show experi-
ence. He told the press that 
he chose to leave after three 
episodes because the show 
was bringing up emotional 
trauma from his childhood 
that caught him off-guard. 
The final straw was when 
he accused another inno-
cent contestant of traitorous 
behavior. Wilder exited with 
his conscience intact.

• Trivia Test • Strange
But True

1. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: Which large U.S. city 
is nicknamed Rip City?

2. MOVIES: Which movie 
features the quote, “She doesn’t 
even go here!”

3. GEOGRAPHY: Which 
national capital city is the north-
ernmost in the world?

4. TELEVISION: Which 
long-running sitcom features a 
dad named Phil Dunphy?

5. GAMES: In chess, how 
many knights does each player 
have at the beginning?

6. GEOLOGY: What natural 
phenomenon is associated with 
igneous rock?

7. LANGUAGE: How many 
official languages are in the 
United Nations?

8. MUSIC: David Grohl was 

a drummer in which band before 
he became the frontman for the 
Foo Fighters?

9. ANIMAL KINGDOM: 
What is a group of alligators 
called?

10. FOOD & DRINK: What 
kind of meat is used in Hasenp-
feffer, a traditional German stew?

Answers
1. Portland, Oregon.
2. “Mean Girls.”
3. Reykjavik, Iceland.
4. “Modern Family.”
5. Two.
6. Volcanic eruption.
7. Six.
8. Nirvana.
9. A congregation.
10. Rabbit.
(c) 2024 King Features 

Synd., Inc.

By Lucie Winborne
* Andrew Jackson’s par-

rot was kicked out of his 
funeral for swearing.

* In 1947, The New York 
Times opined that “the pizza 
could be as popular a snack as 
the hamburger if Americans 
only knew more about it.”

* Buzz Aldrin’s mother’s 
maiden name was Moon.

* When pirate Richard 
Worley, captain of the New 
York’s Revenge, captured 
his second ship, he named 
it the New York Revenge’s 
Revenge.

* Wisconsin is known as 
the Badger State because 
the area’s lead miners used 
to spend winters in tunnels 
burrowed into hills -- like 
badgers.

* Jim Carrey was the first 
actor to have three number 
one movies in one year.

* The Palais Ideal in 
France was built entirely of 
stones that a postman named 
Ferdinand Cheval picked up 
on his mail route.

* Honey hunters in Mo-
zambique use special calls to 
recruit the services of birds 
known as honeyguides. The 
birds lead the humans to bees’ 
nests, and in return, they get 
the leftover beeswax.

* In 1964, a pre-fame 
17-year-old David Bowie 
was interviewed on the BBC 
program “Tonight” as the 
founder of The Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Long-Haired Men.

* Thomas Edison nick-
named two of his kids Dot 
and Dash after the Morse 
code signals.

* Army ants that misin-
terpret the scent trails left 
by other ants will sometimes 
break from the crowd and 
march in circles. If enough 
ants join them, they can form 
massive “death spirals.”

* John Quincy Adams was 
an avid skinny-dipper who 
included dips in the Potomac 
River as a regular part of his 
exercise regimen.

* Crayola came from the 
words for “oily chalk.”

* The U.S. Senate’s Rule 
XIX states that U.S. sen-
ators cannot insult their 
colleagues.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Are 
you ready for the battle of the 
Frankenstein movies? On the 
heels of the comedy-horror 
film “Lisa Frankenstein,” 
which opened dismally on 
Feb. 9 and starred “Riv-
erdale’s” Cole Sprouse as 
Frankenstein’s Monster, it’s 
been announced that Guill-
ermo del Toro has chosen 
Jacob Elordi as his Monster. 
No doubt Elordi’s 6-foot-
5-inch frame fits right into 
the makeup of the creature. 
Meanwhile, Oscar Isaac is 
playing Victor Frankenstein.

There’s also a third film in 
the works, directed by Maggie 
Gyllenhaal, with Academy 
Award winner Christian Bale 
as Frankenstein’s Monster. 
It also stars Annette Bening, 
Penelope Cruz and Peter 
Sarsgaard. This one’s set in 
1930s Chicago and focuses 
on a search for bones that 
will lead to the creation of 
the reanimated Bride. This 
will make it more like the 
1935 film “The Bride of 
Frankenstein,” starring Boris 
Karloff as the Monster and 
Elsa Lanchester as the Bride. 

Originally, it was being made 
by Netflix, but they dropped 
it when they opted for del 
Toro’s film instead. Fortu-
nately, Warners picked up 
Gyllenhaal’s sophomore film.

***
Sylvester Stallone has 

named his heir to ... Rambo! 
Apparently, “Sly” met Ryan 
Gosling at a dinner party, 
and Gosling told him, “I 
was fascinated by Rambo, 
and I used to go to school 
dressed as Rambo and people 
chased me away and I still 
didn’t stop.” Stallone was 
so touched that he offered, 
“If I ever pass the baton, I’ll 
pass it on to him because 
he loves the character.” He 
also confessed, “Obviously 
we are opposites. He’s good 
looking. I’m not. Seriously! 
Could you imagine me as 
Ken? It doesn’t work at all.”

Stallone has made five 
“Rambo” films and pre-
sumably said goodbye to 
the franchise with 2019’s 
“Rambo: Last Blood.” But 
don’t think for a minute that 
Stallone is slowing down. 
He’s currently shooting “The 
Epiphany,” in which he plays 

a hard-nosed, soon-to-retired 
police detective who teams 
up with a younger cop and 
former priest to stop a serial 
killer in Philadelphia.

His Netflix series “Tulsa 
King,” in which he plays a 
Mafia don, has been renewed 
for a second season and co-
stars his daughter Scarlett 
Rose Stallone.

***
Disney’s newest headache 

is the soon-to-be-released 
$800,000 Canadian come-
dy-horror film “Mickey’s 
Mouse Trap,” due sometime 
in March. While Walt Disney 
directed the 1928 short film 
“Steamboat Willie” (the early 
incarnation of Mickey Mouse 
that started it all), it entered 
the public domain on Jan. 1. 
No one could have imagined 
someone would make a film 
about a group of friends who 
get trapped in an amusement 
arcade after closing time and 
get terrorized by a killer in 
a Mickey Mouse costume. 
While he doesn’t look exactly 
like our Mickey Mouse today, 
it’s close enough. There’s a 
louse ripping off the “Mouse 
House!”

“Spaceman” (R) -- Based 
on the 2017 novel “Spaceman 
of Bohemia,” this sci-fi drama 
stars Adam Sandler as Jakub 
Prochazka, an astronaut 
who embarks on an isolating 
solo journey into space. Six 
months into his journey, his 
mental state begins to deteri-
orate as he misses his life on 
Earth, and he unexpectedly 
encounters a large extrater-
restrial spider on his ship that 
appears to come in peace. The 
spider, who goes by Hanus, 
tells Jakub that he’s there to 
assist him with his emotional 
distress. Even though Jakub 
is unsure of whether Hanus is 
imaginary or real, he begins 
to dig deep into his subcon-
scious to persist through his 
journey and make it home 
to his wife. Sandler excels 
in this dramatic role, while 
Paul Dano lends his mysti-
fying voice to Hanus. Carey 
Mulligan co-stars. Out now! 
(Netflix)

“Ricky Stanicky” (R) -- 
Dean, Wes and JT are a trio 
of friends who have hatched 
the ultimate scheme to get 
away from boring commit-
ments: a nonexistent friend 
named Ricky Stanicky, who 
always seems to need them at 

the most inopportune times. 
But when JT misses the birth 
of his child because he was 
“taking care of Ricky,” people 
start to become suspicious of 
whether Ricky actually exists. 
So, the men come up with 
another brilliant scheme to 
hire an X-rated rock-and-roll 
impersonator named Rod to 
portray Ricky in front of their 
partners, family members and 
friends. What could possibly 
go wrong? Director Peter Far-
relly (“Green Book”) takes on 
this comedy film out March 
7, starring Zac Efron, John 
Cena and William H. Macy. 
(Amazon Prime Video)

“The Regime” (TV-MA) 
-- Elena Vernham (Kate 
Winslet) is the chancellor 
of an autocracy in a fiction-
alized version of Europe, 
and she realizes that her au-
thoritarian regime is starting 
to crumble around her. At 
the same time, Elena meets 
an unstable soldier named 
Herbert Zubak, who pledg-
es his undying allegiance 
to her. They become close 
confidants, and Herbert’s 
ruthlessness begins to rub 
off on Elena, prompting 
her to switch up the way 
she approaches her political 

duties. Unable to stand even 
a single word of criticism by 
her cabinet or her opponents, 
Elena slowly but surely starts 
evolving into a dictator. She’s 
ready to see the world burn 
if it means she gets to obtain 
more power. The first episode 
is out now, and the remaining 
five episodes will be released 
every Sunday. (Max)

“The Marsh King’s 
Daughter” (R) -- Daisy 
Ridley (of the “Stars Wars” 
sequel trilogy) leads this 
psychological thriller that 
will leave you hanging on the 
edge of your seat! Adapted 
from the bestselling novel by 
Karen Dionne, this film fol-
lows a woman named Helena 
(Ridley) who receives news 
that her father, the Marsh 
King, has escaped from 
prison. As Helena unpacks 
what this could mean for her 
and her own daughter now 
that her father is on the run, 
memories from her traumatic 
childhood spent in captivity 
resurface. She realizes the 
only way she can keep herself 
and her family safe from the 
Marsh King is if she takes all 
that he taught her and beats 
him at his own game. Out on 
March 5. (Hulu)

Couch Theater

Brought to you each week by
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800 Washington Street
815-539-7459

www.mendota.il.us

City of 
Mendota

715 
Washington Street

815-539-5651

Earlville • Paw Paw • Sublette 
NUMARKCU.ORG 

Federally Insured by NCUA

250 Marquette 
St.

LaSalle, IL 
61301

Ph. 223-0700

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 

61342
Ph. 539-5656

101 N. Columbia 
Ave.

Oglesby, IL 61348
Ph. 883-3354

2959 Peoria St.
Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-9400

105 West 1st 
South St.

Wenona, IL 
61377

Ph: 853-4333

www.eurekasavings.com
NMLS#447018

ACCURATE TITLE & LICENSE  
Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota 
815-539-9311

ASSISTED LIVING
Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St. 
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

AUCTIONEERS  
McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

AUTO BODY REPAIR 
Furar’s Body Shop
306 Plaza Dr.
815-539-6075 

AUTO REPAIR 
ARS Auto Repair
307 Plaza Dr.
815-538-2412

LaMoille Auto Care Center and Towing
902 N. Main St., LaMoille
815-638-2733

Orzech Towing
Compton 815-343-8047
Sublette 815-849-5171

R&R Taller
4187 Rt. 251
815-538-4979

ATTORNEY 
The Cantlin Law Firm
815-433-4712 
www.cantlinlaw.com

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 
Mendota Ford
Rt. 251 S. 
815-539-9314  
www.mendotaford.com

Schimmer, Inc. Buick • Chevy
Rt. 251 S.
815-539-9343
www.schimmergm.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette
815-849-5232
www.vaessenbrothers.com

CABINETRY AND STAIRS  
Starved Rock Wood Products
815-538-7797
1605 Division Street • Mendota
starvedrockwoodproducts.com

CARPET & FLOORING
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
800 Washington  St. 
815-539-6507

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL   
Mauch Carpentry
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-7867 
License #104005528

DENTISTS  
Krenz Dental, Ltd.
Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. • 815-538-5316

ELECTRICAL 
Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

Hilliker Electric, LLC
1417 Franklin Grove
815-456-7036
Emergency Number 815-441-8207

ELECTRICAL/CONTRACTING  
Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. 
815-538-5598

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. 
815-539-5656
Member FDIC

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.  
815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

First State Bank
706 Washington St. • Main 
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza
815-538-2265 
firststatebank.biz 
Member FDIC

First State Bank of Van Orin
200 N Main St., Van Orin 
815-638-2111
Member FDIC

Malden Banking Center
302 N Main St. 
815-643-2121
Member FDIC
NuMark Credit Union
Earlville • Paw Paw • Sublette
NUMARKCU.ORG
Member NCUA-ESI

FIREPLACES
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

FLORISTS  
Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse
1207 22nd St. 
815-539-9306

FUNERAL HOMES  
Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 W. Main St. 
815-539-8500

FURNITURE   
Meyers Furniture & Carpet & Mattress
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES  
Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St. 
815-539-9341

HEALTH CARE CLINIC  
Davis Family Health, LLC 
1201 Meriden St.
815-538-1800

HEATING & COOLING  
CONTRACTORS  

Correa Heating and Air Conditioning
815-910-9876

Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St. 
815-539-3828  
IL Lic. #055-041123

HOME HEALTH/HOSPICE 
In-Home Care 
Connection Hospice Services
680 W. Peru St., Princeton
815-872-7447
www.ihcccare.com

INSURANCE  
First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • 815-539-5651

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. • 815-539-9311

JUNK REMOVAL 
Highsmith Haul Away 
815-993-8673
HighsmithHaulAway.com

KITCHEN & BATH
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

Someone’s In the Kitchen
1619 N. Main St. • Princeton
815-879-0604
www.somekitchen.com

Starved Rock Wood Products
815-538-7799
1605 Division Street • Mendota
srwoodproducts.com

LIBRARY
Graves-Hume Public Library
1401 W. Main St.
815-538-5142
www.graveshume.org

MUSEUMS 
Breaking The Prairie Museum and 
Country Chapel
684 8th St.
815-539-3373

Hume Carnegie Museum
901 Washington St.
815-539-3373

Union Depot Railroad Museum
638 Main St.
815-538-3800

OPTOMETRIST  
Dr. Tara Van de Wyngaerde
700 14th Ave.
815-539-6291

PET GROOMING  
Dirty Dawgs
1111 Main St. 
815-538-2550

Mendota Pet Salon
2104 E. Main St.
815-878-3185

PIZZA  
Sicily Pizzeria L.L.C.
709 13th Avenue
815-539-7550

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS 
Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service  
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

POST FRAME BUILDERS  
N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road
815-539-9325
New construction & repair

REALTORS  
Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette
815-535-6295 • Lorierbes@gmail.com

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5 
815-539-3811

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

Town & Country Realty
607 Sixth St. 
(815) 539-6635

RESTAURANTS  
Cindy’s on 34
1300 Raymond Drive 
815-539-9000

McDonald’s in Mendota
2 locations
Stop in and see us today!!
NOW HIRING - EOE- Locally Owned and Operated 
by Paul and Mary Breznay

El Ray Del Taco Mexican Restaurant
701 Main St.
815-539-7100

SEAMLESS ROOFING   
DuroLast Roofing
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-5142 
License #104005528

TAX PREPARATION  
H&R Block
1313 Meriden St. 
815-539-7610
hrblock.com

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. 
815-539-9311

THRIFT STORES  
Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St. • 815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic  • 815-910-0200

TRANSPORTATION
Mendota Area Senior Services 
1901 Tom Merwin Drive
815-539-7700 
mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

TOWING  
Gibson Towing
Leland and Sandwich
815-651-9436

Orzech Towing
Compton 815-343-8047
Sublette 815-849-5171

Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul, Matt & Brendan Ramer
4266 E. 4th Road  
815-539-5321

VAPE/SMOKE SHOP
Smooth Smokes and Vapor 
1001 Main St.
815-539-3499

VETERINARIANS
Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM ABVP
1205 Sixth Ave. 
815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com
 
Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM
Rt. 251 N. 
815-539-6601
www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

Free cheeseburger when you 
purchase a cheeseburger!

One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid with any other 
offer. Only redeemable at McDonald’s in Mendota.

2 locations 
Mendota 

*Locally owned and operated 
by Paul & Mary Breznay

Expires 05-31-2024
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LOCAL AND AREA

50th Annual

$1 OFF
Valid for one adult admission.

Parking &
Children Under
12 are FREE!

THIS WEEKEND
Fri. 2pm-8pm | Sat. 10am-8pm | Sun. 10am-4pm

INDOOR SPORTS CENTER
8800 E. Riverside Blvd.  Loves Park, IL 61111

RVs, Campgrounds,
Family Entertainment,

and Much More!
www.rkfdrvshow.com

815-997-1744

Your 
Advertising 
Message

Can Reach The
ENTIRE 

STATE OF 
ILLINOIS

For A Surprisingly 
Low Cost!

Call Us Today For 
Details 539-9396

539-9396?

Did you notice this ad?
Then imagine the number of readers and 

consumers in the MENDOTA AREA 
that noticed it too!

Advertise your products and services and get 
noticed by THOUSANDS of readers. 

 
Call 815-539-9396

Imagine we’re at a grave-
yard. You look at a tombstone 
and see the person’s name, 
the date they were born, and 
when they died. In-between 
the dates there is a dash. I 
think it’s interesting that a 
person’s whole life—from 
the time they are born until 
they die—is represented by 
that dash.

The question is: What are 
you doing with your dash?

Time goes by so fast, and 
you don’t want to get to your 
later years in life and have 
nothing but regrets. David 
talks about this in the Psalms.

Psalm 39:4-5 (AMPC), 
says, “Lord, make me to 
know my end and [to ap-
preciate] the measure of my 
days…. Behold, You have 
made my days as [short as] 
handbreadths, and my life-
time is as nothing in Your 
sight. Truly every man at 
his best is merely a breath!”

It’s so important for us to 
invest our time in the import-
ant things of life. Because 
you don’t want to spend your 
life climbing the ladder of 
success only to find out your 
ladder is leaning against the 
wrong building when you get 
to the top!

First Peter 5:8 (AMP) 
says we should “be sober 
[well balanced and self-disci-
plined]….” This is the key to 
living with purpose, making 
your time count. Are you 
living a balanced life, get-
ting enough sleep, drinking 
enough water, taking care 
of yourself so you have the 
energy you need to do what 
God is leading you to do? 

Are you focused on the 
important things—your rela-
tionship with God, spending 
time with family and friends? 
The people in your life are 
more important than money. 
Are you striving to store up 
material possessions that 
are already in the process of 

Spend your time without acquiring regrets

decay and will someday end 
up in a junk yard? That’s what 
happens to all the things we 
“worship” here. 

There is nothing wrong 
with having nice things 
and enjoying them, but we 
cannot afford to put them 
before the really important 
things. So I ask you again: 
What are you doing with 
your time? Are you invest-
ing it or wasting it?

Wisdom is doing now 
what you will be happy with 
later on. A good example of 
this happened when I had 
a hip replacement in 2015. 
After the surgery, I healed 
very well and quickly. The 
doctor said it was because 
I was in great shape physi-
cally before surgery. I was 
in great shape because I’ve 
spent lots of time working 
out, eating properly, getting 
good sleep consistently, and 
doing other healthy habits. I 
paid the price, investing my 
time in ways that bought me 
strength and helped me to 
recover successfully.

Here’s another example: 
I only have six teeth that 
don’t have crowns on them. 
This is because when I was 
growing up, I never went 
to the dentist unless I had 
an emergency. My dentist 
finally said, “If you’re not 
going to come in for your 
regular checkups and clean-
ings, then don’t call us when 
you have an emergency.”

Because I wouldn’t take 
the time to go to the den-

tist on a regular basis and 
take care of my teeth like 
I should have, I ended up 
spending more time getting 
my teeth repaired later on. 
It takes a lot of time to get 
your teeth crowned—and a 
lot of shots and pain!

The bottom line is if you 
take a little time to do the 
right thing to begin with, 
then you won’t be forced to 
take a lot of time later on 
taking care of problems that 
could have been prevented 
in the first place.

I’ve discovered eight 
simple, practical ways you 
can avoid wasting your 
time:

• Stop getting upset 
about things you can’t do 
anything about. Be deter-
mined to keep your peace 
in every situation (John 
14:27).

• Don’t complain (Phi-
lippians 2:14). It’s useless 
and changes absolutely 
nothing. The more we talk 
about problems, the bigger 
they seem to become.

• Don’t try to “buy” time 
by getting less sleep. This 
actually causes you to lose 
more time because when 
you’re tired, you make more 
mistakes than you would if 
you were properly rested. 
And every mistake costs 
time to fix.

• Stop hurrying. This 
also causes us to make 
mistakes and waste time.

• Enjoy what you have 
instead of craving and going 

after things you don’t have 
(Ecclesiastes 6:9).

• Don’t live in the past. 
You can’t go back and do 
anything over again. Let 
it go and get on with life 
(Philippians 3:8-13).

• Take time to deal with 
little problems and you 
won’t spend more time later 
dealing with big ones.

• Identify things that 
hijack your time and be firm 
in avoiding them.

We all have room for 
improvement in our lives. 
I want to encourage you 
to make a decision to be-
gin making changes, with 
God’s help, in the areas 
you need to grow in. You’ll 
have abundant life in Christ 
(John 10:10) and make your 
“dash” count as you invest 
your time following the plan 
He has for you!

***
For more on this topic, 

order Joyce’s three-part 
teaching resource Busy 
Going Nowhere. You can 
also contact us to receive 
our free magazine, Enjoying 
Everyday Life, by calling 
(800) 727-9673 or visiting 
www.joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling au-
thor and founder of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She 
has authored more than 140 
books, including BATTLE-
FIELD OF THE MIND and 
OVERCOMING EVERY 
PROBLEM (FaithWords). 
She hosts the Enjoying Ev-
eryday Life radio and TV 
programs, which air on hun-
dreds of stations worldwide. 
For more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views 
and opinions expressed 
throughout this publication 
and/or website are those of 
the respective authors and do 
not necessarily reflect those 
of Joyce Meyer Ministries.
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The Merchants 

on this page urge 
you to attend a 

house of worship 
this week.

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

 
 

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTAMENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

9 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Worship  

In-person & on Facebook at: 
Mendota First United

Methodist Church  
 

March 10 - 9 a.m. Sunday School; 
9:30 a.m. Worship

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office  (815) 538-2186
    

Facebook: Mendota Zion United 
Methodist Church      

 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

 Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade 
in fellowship hall during worship service

(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM 
during Sunday services) 

TUESDAY - Prayer group 6 p.m.
FRIDAY - Youth group 6 p.m.

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

4401 State Route 251         
(815) 538-3444

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education-10 a.m.

Worship - 11:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:

Midweek Bible Study - 7 p.m.

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Pastor Elise Rothfusz

E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 
Website: 

www.stjohnsmendota.org
Schedule:

9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person
and online via YouTube
Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.

(815) 538-5603

Website: fpcmendota.com
Accessible      

Pastor Laurie Walker
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.

Children’s Sunday School following 
children’s message

Fellowship 11 a.m.
Available on Facebook Live 

Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 

March 10 - 9 a.m. Second Sunday 
breakfast

March 12 - 11 a.m. Produce sort-
ing; 7 p.m. Session

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St. 
(815) 993-2462

          

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Church Builders 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer 6 p.m.
Men’s Ministry

Ladies & Mens Bible Study 
Thursday 6 p.m. 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTONCOMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road, Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
“Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
 10:30 a.m. Worship at First

March 6 - 5:30 p.m. Lenten meal 
at Immanuel; 6:30 p.m. Mid-week 

Lenten service at Immanuel
March 7 - 6:30 p.m. Worship team 

at Immanuel
March 9 - 8 a.m. Volunteer at

N.I.C.E.
Online “devotional service” videos continue 

every Sunday at 
facebook.com/ilccompton and 

YouTube. Check our website and Facebook 
page for more information.

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820
Sunday  Worship 9 a.m.

Sunday  School 10:15 a.m.
Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 9 a.m.

 Children’s Sunday School 
following children’s message

FELLOWSHIP 10 a.m. (nursery available)

Mondays - 10 a.m. Adult Bible Study
Wednesdays - 5:30 p.m. Soup & Soul

TROY GROVETROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP
208 W. South St.,  

Troy Grove 
Pastor Brian Hamiel

  

Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info
E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m. 
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m. 

LA MOILLELA MOILLE

(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

If I Can
By William Arthur Ward

If I can write one verse of truth today
Or give my fellow man a song to sing;
If I can push one needless cloud away

And help men live as children 
of the King:

If I can lend someone a helping hand
Or warm a place where friendship 

needs to be;
If I can build a bridge where 

fences stand
And light a lamp that other men 

might see;
If I can open doors of hope this day

By letting someone know that 
others care;

If I can speak in words that seem
 to say:

I know the heavy burdens that 
you bear.

If I can guide a pilgrim on his way
Or pause to bid him stay for food 

and rest;
If I can do these, Father, this I pray:

“O let me do them with my very best.”
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1. Is the book of 3 Kings (KJV) in the 
Old or New Testament or neither?
2. Who said, “I indeed baptized you 
with water, but He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit”? Matthew, 
Mark, John the Baptist, Luke 
3. From Leviticus 14, how long 
was a “clean” person required to 
remain outside his tent? One night, 
Two nights, Four days, Seven days
4. What town or city was Saul of 
Tarsus near when he converted 
to Christianity? Damascus, Assos, 
Corinth, Gaza
5. Jesus says that you have to do 
what to see the kingdom of God? 
Love one another, Be born again, 
Do what’s right, Tithe
6. Which apostle’s mother-in-law 
is mentioned in the Bible? Peter, 
Judas, James, Andrew
ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) John the 
Baptist, 3) Seven days, 4) Damacus, 
5) Be born again, 6) Peter
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

MENDOTA • EARLVILLE • LAMOILLE • TROY GROVE • SUBLETTE • COMPTON • WEST BROOKLYN • LELAND

NOTICE
NOTICE FOR 
PUBLICATION 

No: 2023-JD-131
TO: Temika Alford, and 
other interested parties, 
and to All Whom It May 
Concern: 
Take notice that on the 
28th day of November, 
2023 a petition was 
filed under the Juve-
nile Court Act by Vicki 
L. Denny, in the Circuit 
Court of LaSalle Coun-
ty entitled ‘In the inter-
est of Job Crockett, a 
minor’, and that in the 
Criminal Justice Center 
Courtroom 110 at Otta-
wa, Illinois on the 12th 
day of March, 2024, at 
the hour of 8:30 a.m., 
or as soon thereafter 
as this cause may be 
heard, an Adjudicato-
ry Hearing will be held 
upon the petition to 
have the child declared 
a ward of the court un-
der that Act. The Court 
has authority in this 
proceeding to take from 
you the custody and 
guardianship of the mi-
nor. 
Now, unless you appear 
at the hearing and show 
cause against the peti-
tion, the allegations of 
the petition may stand 
admitted as against you 
and each of you, and 
an order or judgment 
entered.
Dated February 27, 
2024
Greg Vaccaro, Clerk
No. 0301
(March 6, 2024)

NOTICE
BIDDING &  
CONTRACT  

REQUIREMENTS
Invitation to Bid

Mendota C.C.S.D. 
289 will receive sealed 
bids for Gymnasium 
Bleacher Replacement 
for 2024 at Northbrook 
Middle School, 1804 
Guiles Avenue in Men-
dota, IL.
The work is to remove 
and replace gymnasi-
um bleachers. The Date 
of Commencement is 
after July 8, 2024. The 
Date of Substantial 
Completion is August 9, 
2024.
Please contact Brad 
Cox at (815) 539-7631 
or visit www.m289.org 
for additional details.
The Bid Opening will be 
on Monday, March 18, 
2024, at 10:00 a.m. at 
Mendota C.C.S.D. 289, 
District Office 1806 
Guiles Ave. in Mendota, 
IL 61342.
No. 0302
(March 6, 2024)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.” 

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn 
Care and Tree Work. 
Mowing, bushes, 
spring clean up, 
weeding and much 
more. Call Jeremy 
Furman 815-761-
9619. Please leave a 
message will return call 
ASAP. Fully insured, in 
business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

Prime Solutions Inc.
815-690-4025 | Primesolutions1@hotmail.com

Full Remodeling • Services & Repairs • New Additions

Now Hiring
Prime Solutions Inc is hiring full time  

carpenters. Experienced a plus but we will train the 
right candidate. Please contact 815-690-4025.

Ask for Ken or email Ken@primesol.com

Follow us on         at Prime Soluntions INC

03
04

20
26

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT: 
MENDOTA 

1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Appliances, A/C. 
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

One-bedroom 
apartments located in 
Sublette. Rent based 

on income and 
income limits apply. 
Must be a person 62 

years of age; or a 
person 50 years of 
age, or older, with 

disabilities, to apply.
Application available 
at Farmers State Bank 

of Sublette, or 
Lee County Housing 

Authority, 
1000 Washington 
Avenue, Dixon, IL. 

Questions, call 
815-284-2759.

For 
Rent

Upstairs 1 Bedroom 
Apartment.  

Large closets.
$650.00/month

Call 815-488-6898
02282024

MENDOTA STORAGE UNITS
210 N 4099th Rd., Mendota, Il. 61342

10
02

20
23

ADAM   815-830-4422 
Janko Realty 

 

TRACY   815-791-4582 
Advantage Property Mgmt      

Reserve online at www.apm4rent.com

Available:

20X20 $195 10X10 $100
Call

Mendota
MULTIPLE 

Garages for Rent
815-539-3747

515 515 
GARAGES FOR GARAGES FOR 
RENTRENT

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

Place an Ad:
Money Saver

& Mendota Reporter
815-539-9396

Show& Sell

Browse
& Buy

All in the 
Classifieds!

Subscribe:
Money Saver
& Mendota Reporter
815-539-9396

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2021 Chevy K-1500 Custom 4x4 4cyl Turbo, 90K 
Miles ..........................................................$27,900

2021 Chevy Equinox FWDLT, Sunroof, Navigation, 
78K Miles, Black..........................................$17,900

2020 Chevy K-2500 Regular Cab 4x4 WT, 6.6 gas, 
109K miles, White.......................................$29,900

2019 Chevrolet K-1500, Crew Cab, LT, 4x4, 
Leather, 87K Miles, Gray............................$28,900

2018 Chevy K-1500 Double Cab LT 4x4, 68K 
Miles, Silver.................................................$26,900

2018 Chevy Equinox FWD, LT, 36K Miles, 
Maroon.......................................................$18,900

2017 Chevy K-1500 Crew LT, 4x4 66K Miles, 
Maroon.......................................................$28,900

2016 GMC K-2500, Crew Cab, Denali, 4x4, 
Sunroof, Diesel, 76K Miles, Black..............$44,900

2023 Chevy 1500, Crew Cab, LTZ Z71, 4x4, 
Sunroof, Blue......................................$51,900

2023 Chevy K-1500 Crew Cab LT, Lthr, 4x4, Z71, 
Long Box 6 1/2 ft,  41K Miles, Red.............$44,900

2022 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ, 4WD, 
Z71, 37K Miles, Blue.......................$45,900

2022 Chevy Equinox FWD LT, 42K Miles, 
Black...............................................$22,900

2021 GMC Sierra K-1500, SLT, Crew Cab, 
4x4, 36K Miles, White................... $43,900

2021 Chevrolet K-1500 Crew Cab, 4x4, LT, 
23K Miles, Red.............................. $38,900

2021 Chevy Equinox FWD LT, 29K Miles, 
White..............................................$21,900

2020 Chevy Traverse AWD, LT 72K Miles, 
White..............................................$24,900

2020 Chevy Equinox LT, AWD, 2.0 LTR., 
63K Miles, Silver..............................$21,900

2020 Chevy Equinox FWD, LT, 64K Miles, 
Silver.............................................. $18,900

2019 Chevy K-1500 Crew Cab, LT 4x4, 
59K Miles, White............................$32,900

2019 GMC Acadia, SLT 2, AWD, Sunroof, 
40K Miles, White........................... $27,900

2023 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ Z71 4x4, 1 owner, leather, heated/cooled 
seats, beadliner, sunroof, blue and more!

2023 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ Z71

$51,900
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

SENIOR LIVING

Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.

Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 • www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home
loan needs, see

Anna Arteaga
NMLS #461075

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
Sr. Vice President, 
Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave., Mendota 
815.539.3834

firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

AUTO SALES

JP
Hector Diaz
Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Chevrolet

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center

TREE SERVICE

MUFFLERS & BRAKES

HEATING/COOLING • PLUMBING

FARM SERVICES/PLOWING

Call or E-mail Matt for Prices 
815-739-1994 or  

m.schoenholz81@gmail.com

Custom Hay Baling, 
Mowing, Raking

Hay, Straw,  
Snow Plowing

AUTO REPAIR

Dave Manion Auto Repair

Dave Manion
ASE Master Certified  

Technician

815-615-8600

4177 E 050th Road, Mendota, IL 61342

REMODELING & HOME REPAIR

John McKee 
Remodeling  
Remodeling  
& Home Repair

Call for Free Estimate
630-805-2938

Fully Insured

Since 1991
Basements • Ceramic Tile • 

Flooring • Kitchens  •  Bathrooms

CABINETS AND STAIRS

Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinetry • 
Millwork • Staircases &  

Custom Projects

1605 Division St., Mendota 
 www.starvedrockwoodproducts.com 

815-538-7797

INSULATIONELECTRIC SERVICESPIZZERIA

LLC

709 13th Ave. • Mendota, Illinois
815-539-5560 • 815-539-7550

Every Thursday get an  
Xlg-1 topping pizza for 

$19.99
Tuesday- Thursday 4pm - 9pm | Friday and Saturday 4pm - 10pm
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE
FEATURE HOME

Rebecca McPheeters, 
Designated Managing Broker

607 Sixth St.
Mendota

(815) 539-6635

www.tcrealtysales.net

Evening Phone Numbers
Becky McPheeters, Designated 
Managing Broker 708-220-3338

Rita Lilja 815-539-92555
Jami Bauer 815-993-7751
Lori Munson 815-228-4852

Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker
612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL

815-539-5673
E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 

mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker 

815-910-5673 
Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233

Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 815-228-2842
Peri McConville, Broker 815-910-5337

1316 Lakewood Plaza 
Rte. 251 N. • Mendota

Gloria Cogdal, Designated Managing Broker
Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101

815-539-3811

FREE MARKET FREE MARKET 
ANALYSISANALYSIS

WE CAN LET YOU KNOW THE WE CAN LET YOU KNOW THE 
MARKET VALUE OF YOUR HOME.MARKET VALUE OF YOUR HOME.

JOE MCCONVILLE 

815-910-5673

SHARON KIMREY                     

815-343-3600

MARTY MCCONVILLE              

815-200-2233

MELODY NANZER                     

815-228-2842

PERI MCCONVILLE                   

815-910-5337

607 3rd Ave., Mendota 
This charmer has a wonderful 2 car garage with 
a carport that can be your patio/grill space too!! 
A great storage shed for the lawn equipment and 
such. 

608 12th Ave Mendota
Wonderful, well cared for home featuring 3 bedrooms 
- 1.5 baths - main floor laundry - updated kitchen with 
room for table and step down dining room - open floor 
plan for entertaining - room for at home office or study 
area - possible 4th bedroom on main floor - large deck 
for summer entertaining and a spacious 2 car garage! 

2100 Guiles Ave., Mendota
First time on the market!! One owner, 3 BDR and 1.5 
Bath home with 2 car attached garage and blacktopped 
driveway all situated on an extra deep lot in Mendota!! This 
lot is a rare find in Mendota! 

CONTINGENTCONTINGENT

1011 5th Ave.
Curb appeal! Corner lot!!  Front porch!! Beautiful original 
features still intact!! 3 Bedrooms!!  BRAND NEW FURNACE!

CONTINGENTCONTINGENT

1106 Illinois Ave., $79,900
Nice 2-3 Bedroom, 1-1/2 story home in quiet 
neighborhood. 1409 sq. feet. Alley access. Great 
location in Mendota.

PRICE REDUCEDPRICE REDUCED

$135,000  311 Stilson St., Earlville    
MLS#11967172. This large home has 4 large 
bedrooms and 2 full baths.First floor laundry.  It 
sits on a corner lot with a 2 car detached garage. 
Ready for a new owner. Call McConville Realty for a 
showing.

COMPTON, IL 12 ACRES 
PARTIALLY WOODED, GOOD 

BUILDING SITE.  
$149,000

      
 MENDOTA BUILDING LOT 

100X300, COULD BE DIVIDED  
$58,000

      

LOTS

CONTINGENTCONTINGENT

20748 2075 North Ave., Princeton
Peace and quiet of the country! Welcome to this lovely log 
cabin home built in 1991 nestled on 8.95 wooded acres 
with a stream meandering thru.

REDUCEDREDUCED

1100 
Jefferson St.

Contemporary meets 
Victorian! You will fall in 
love with this recently 
remodeled home!

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

IT TAKES MORE IT TAKES MORE 
THAN LUCK TO THAN LUCK TO 

SELL YOUR HOME! SELL YOUR HOME! 
CALL US TODAY!CALL US TODAY!

714 IL AVENUE, 
MENDOTA ~ SOLD

273 N 45TH ROAD, 
MENDOTA ~ 

PENDING

311 RANDOLPH 
STREET, 

PRINCETON ~ 
SOLD

161 E US HWY 
52, MENDOTA ~ 

PENDING

1203 
PENNSYLVANIA 
AVENUE ~ NEW 

LISTING ~ PENDING

2016 9TH STREET, 
PERU ~ SOLD

324 WIXON PIT 
RD, EARLVILLE ~ 

PENDING

***NEW LISTING! ***PENDING!
LOTS OF CHARM AND CHARACTER IN THIS 3 BEDROOM - 2 

STORY ALL BRICK HOME WITH A GREAT LOCATION. THIS CAPE 
COD HAS BEEN UPDATED WITH NEW WINDOWS, NEW FURNACE, 

NEW CENTRAL AIR SYSTEM, NEW KITCHEN FAUCET AND NEW 
GARBAGE DISPOSAL. ORIGINAL WOODWORK AND DOORS 

THROUGHOUT THE HOME WITH SOME BUILT INS AND ARCHED 
DOORWAYS. FRESHLY PAINTED IN 2021~NEWER CEILING 

FANS INSTALLED~BOTH BATHROOMS HAVE BEEN UPDATED~ 
GREAT YARD AND STAMPED PATIO AREA FOR ENTERTAINING. 
NEWER ELECTRICAL PANEL/WIRING, GAS GENERATOR STAYS 

AND NEWER WATER HEATER. RADON MITIGATION SYSTEM 
INSTALLED~FREEZER IN BASEMENT CAN STAY. ALL APPLIANCES 

STAY!!! LOTS OF STORAGE! A MUST SEE!
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