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KNOW IT
TODAY

Byron boys
hoops competes

at state

The Byron boys basketball
team competed at state on
Thursday. See Section B

WEATHER

TUESDAY
HIGH LOW

68 39

MONDAY
HIGH LOW

62 40

THURSDAY
HIGH LOW

60 38

WEDNESDAY
HIGH LOW

59 39

Ogle County Sheriff's Office

implements Handle with Care

program in partnership with schools

‘Almost 80 percent of the domestic disputes we respond to have a juvenile in the house’

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

OREGON — On Feb. 28, the
Ogle County Sheriff’s Office an-
nounced the official implementation
of its Handle with Care program in
cooperation with nearly all of the
school districts in Ogle County to
protect children.

Through the working relation-
ship, when county law enforcement
encounters a child at the scene of
an incident, they identify the child
and send a notice to their school
that they were involved in a police
incident the night before and may
have academic or behavioral prob-
lems that day. The notice includes
no details about the incident and
contains only the child’s name and
three words: Handle with Care. The

school receives the notice before
the start of the school day so that
staff is prepared to “handle the
child with care” and respond in a
trauma-informed way.

Ogle County Sheriff Brian Van-
Vickle said that this past fall, his
office and schools discussed the
importance of getting children help
at an early age and came across the
program that is used in other plac-
es across the nation. The program
seemed to be a solution to fill a need
that was being seen and the sherift’s
office was able to get cooperation
from schools and the program has
now been put into place.

“For example, if a seventh grader
isupat2 a.m. because theirmom and
dad are having a dispute, obviously
their next day at school is going to be
impacted,” VanVickle said. “We want

the teachers to know what’s going on
at the home that may affect a child
at school. The program allows us to
get information in a timely fashion
to the right people. The counselors
and teachers will have thatbefore the
school day starts, which we thought
was really important. The schools
were onboard and provided the email
addresses to their teams that deal with
kidsthathave traumatizing incidents.
We were able to connect all of those
dots to make sure that those kids get
those services. It’s situations where
kids aren’t necessarily the problem,
butthey’re impacted by law enforce-
ment being at the house. This is an
opportunity for the schools to get the
kids through a potentially tough time
in their life.”

See CARE page 3

RCH raising awareness

‘ufl

Charlene Coulombe

helm

Coulombe named
executive director
of newly-formed
organization, looks
to work together to
grow region
economically

OREGON — The
Ogle County Economic
Development Corporation
recently announcd it has
hired an executive direc-
tor for the newly-formed
organization, a March 6
press release said.

“Charlene Coulombe,
CEcD, EDFP, has been a
phenomenal addition to
our organization and we

are looking forward to
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HIGH LOW

59 35
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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — March is National Nutrition
Month, and Rochelle Community Hospital will
be working to raise awareness of eating right and
its health benefits.

The theme this year for National Nutrition
Month is “Beyond the Plate”, and RCH plans
to cover topics including eating healthy on a
budget; experimenting with all food groups and
different cultures and dishes; and sustainabili-
ty by utilizing leftovers, shopping locally and
growing your own food. The hospital will also
celebrate National Registered Dietician Day on
March 13, where it will highlight RCH Dietician
Janelle Stein and her work to help people in need
of making a change in their diets.
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: ' % during National Nutrition
Month in March

‘We’re going to talk about and focus on

issues that are

beyond eating at the table’

National Nutrition Month was started by the
now-Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics in 1973
to focus on informed food choices to support
healthy lifestyles, Stein said. She works with a
number of different departments at RCH to help
patients in the community.

“If people have questions about how their
diet can improve their health, I can answer those
questions,” Stein said. “I can talk one-on-one in
a clinical way. I see inpatients and outpatients.
We’re hoping to do more community outreach as
far as starting back up our diabetes prevention
program in the future. Prevention is so much
more beneficial than trying to treat it after diag-
nosis. We have cardiac rehabilitation here, which
touches on nutrition and I’'m hoping to be more
involved with that. We have a congenital heart
failure program which also incorporates nutri-
tion.”

See NUTRITION page 5

working with her to help
spur economic devel-
opment and sustainable
growth in Ogle County,”
Randy Schoon, president
of the OCEDC, said.

The OCEDC is a new-
ly-formed organization
that partners with Ogle
County communities such
as Byron, Mt. Morris, Or-
egon, Polo and Rochelle.
The OCEDC hopes that
other Ogle County com-
munities and businesses
will soon join its efforts.

“By working together,
we are able to share re-
sources inordertodevelop
and strengthen our com-
munities from a regional
level,” OCEDC Vice Pres-
ident Darin DeHaan said.
“From creating new job
opportunities, to helping
support our existing busi-
nesses, those will be the
major focus areas of our
organization.”

See HELM page 2
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HELM: Creating positive, diverse economic base in county

From page 1

Charlene comes to
the OCEDC with over
35 years of experience
serving in economic and
business development.
She understands the
work that needs to be
done to create a positive
and diverse economic
base in Ogle County.

“There is so much
that goes into the at-
traction and retention
of businesses and I'm

excited to get to work,”
Coulombe said. “I love
what I do and want
to help Ogle County.
I’m looking forward to
meeting all of the differ-
ent community leaders
thatI’11be working with.
I’ll start by learning
more about what their
community’s needs are,
and ways that we can
work together to make
the communities stron-
ger. Economic develop-
ment means providing a

community, residents,
and businesses a strong
foundation that entails a
variety of businesses to
serve the community’s
needs. There needs to
be a diverse job base
for stability so that
communities are less
vulnerable in this fluc-
tuating economic cli-
mate.” Coulombe comes
to the OCEDC with a
background of building
a variety of communi-
ties from just outside of

S5
Elect Ron Kern

Ogle County Board District 5
Accountable to Citizens | Accessible to Citizens |
Transparent on Issues | Involved in our Communities

Tuesday, March 19

Ron Kern

GOVERNMENT!”

Paid for by The Committee to Elect Ron Kern

“I have lived and worked in Ogle County
since 1986. | have a keen interest in
county and local government, because

| believe our citizens deserve GOOD

“I' have witnessed, too often, how our
county board makes decisions on key
issues affecting our citizens, without
gathering public input or notifying the
public about those issues. | promise to be
transparent, accountable and accessible
to the citizens of Ogle County.”

“That’s GOOD GOVERNMENT!”

“| appreciate your vote on March 19%.”
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03112024

MOVE IN CONDITION! Great location, 4 bed, 2.5 bath ranch
overlooking the 7 tee on the golf course. New roof, siding, & gutters.
Finished lower level with walk out patio. Jacuzzi in master bath, 2
refrigerators, stove, microwave, washer & dryer stay. Pool tables &
bar stools negotiable. 2 storage sheds.

SHARON BOWERS
(815) 757-7462

$115,000

Chicago to Minnesota.
She alsounderstands the
needs of small towns.
She has served under
several county positions
and has lived in small
towns for most of her
life. Some of the work
she is most proud of has
involved helping busi-
nesses thrive, working
with startup restaurants,
and even some Fortune
500 firms as well.

The OCEDC office
will be located within
the Oregon Area Cham-
ber of Commerce build-
ing located at 122 N. 4th
St., Oregon. You can
reach out to Charlene

“There is so much that goes
into the attraction and
retention of businesses and

I'm excited to get to work....
Economic development means
providing a community,
residents, and businesses a
strong foundation that entails
a variety of businesses to serve
the community’s needs.”

to schedule a meeting
and learn more at cha-

Charlene Coulombe

rocedc@gmail.com,
815-703-1338, https://

Ogle County’s Real Estate Market Leader!

dickersonneman.com/202400221

CHARMING 1.5 STORY! 2 bed, 1 bath home with a potential 3rd
bedroom. Recent updates include kitchen and bath remodels, newer
roof, water heater, HVAC, shed roof, water softener, well pressure
tank, and windows. Features a large family room, separate dining
room, enclosed front porch, main floor laundry, and a spacious shed.
Enjoy small-town living with convenient access to I-39.

TARINA FRISELLA
(815) 509-8880

www.oglecountyil.
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3 SERVICE CALL SPECIAL, & -iopeninn

: php or on Facebook and
A“v Instagram.

2995 BRAND |

We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.
Over 30 Years Experience. |

AFFORDABLE WATER
815-625-3426 |

Toll Free: 877-353-7638

QN

o . Oregon VFW
.@ Corned Beet &

bbage Dinner

_—

Kitchen will be open at 4pm and we will
be serving ONLY corned beef and cabbage.

Serving until 7pm or until we run out.

To go orders available by
calling 815-732-6851.

4pm-7pm
Bar Open 4pm-9pm
JE8J Gaming - Hot Slots

1310 W. Washington St., Oregon
815-732-6851

03112024

BYRON OREGON ‘

220 W. 3rd St. 113 S. 4th St. Di k e —
(815)234-5133 (815)732-3365 CKEISOI
& Nieman

REAITORS I

000 Harvest

Starting at $69,000 dickersonnieman.com/201701914
BEAUTIFUL BYRON SUBDIVISION! Large lots, city water
& sewer. No Impact fees. Building packages open to all
builders. Builder assistance available. Developer approval
required. Remaining lots are either full or partial exposure.

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857

RANDY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-4004

MAYDELL LESSEN
DESIGNATED MANAGING BROKER
(815) 622-4619

DOROTHY BOWERS
(815) 985-3264

SHARON BOWERS
(815) 757-7462

YRAH AUSTIN-BUSHNEL|
(815) 218-0059

TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 988-4388

DANA DAUB
(815) 440-2835

KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

TANYA VINCER
(815) 703-6118

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857

SEAN HOSSEINI
(815) 200-8490
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CARE: Sheriff’s office, schools implement program

From page 1

Research shows that
exposure to Adverse
Childhood Experiences
(ACEs), such as witness-
ing violence in the home
or community, can have
lasting negative effects
on health, well-being, and
opportunity, a sheriff’s
office press release said.
ACEs can also lead to
toxic stress, which may
change brain develop-
ment and impact atten-
tion, decision-making,
and learning, all of which
are crucial for educational
success. ACEs can be
prevented through tar-
geted strategies such as
interventions to lessen
immediate and long-
term harms. One such
intervention that focuses
on trauma-informed re-
sponses through a part-
nership between law en-
forcement, schools, and
mental health providers
is the Handle with Care
program.

VanVickle said there

was no previous formal
way to inform schools
of law enforcement pres-
ence at events in the
homes of students, out-
side of in the case of a
“significant event.”

“But we didn’t have
anything in place for
just normal police ac-
tivity,” VanVickle said.
“If we were at the house
in the past for a simple
domestic dispute where
nobody got arrested, that
information wasn’t pro-
vided to the school. We
thought that was really
a void we were missing,
being able to provide the
school with a little bit of
information. An example
is telling a teacher why
a student may be having
a difficult time staying
awake at school, because
they were up all night
because mom and dad
weren’t getting along.
This just helps the school
and teachers to better
understand what’s going
on with their students and
gives the students more

“The buy-in from the schools was tremendous
and right away. It was an easy sell to them
because | think the teachers and counselors
understand that some kids do have difficult
home lives. Whenever additional resources can
be provided to those kids, it certainly helps
them. The schools were certainly on board with

that.

support at school.”

Sheriff’s deputies have
seen through training the
significance of childhood
trauma and how it can
impact kids into adult-
hood, VanVickle said.
The Handle with Care
program aims to mitigate
that childhood trauma by
providing resources to
stop the cycle as children
age into high school and
young adulthood.

“The buy-in from the
schools was tremendous
and right away,” Van-
Vickle said. “It was an

Sheriff Brian Van Vickle

easy sell to them because
I think the teachers and
counselors understand
that some kids do have
difficult home lives.
Whenever additional re-
sources can be provided
to those kids, it certainly
helps them. The schools
were certainly on board
with that.”

Almost 80 percent of
domestic disputes that
the Ogle County Sher-
iff’s Office responds to
have a juvenile in the
home, VanVickle said.
He believes the Handle

with Care program and
notification of schools is
“an important piece that
was missing” in providing
service to the county.
“Especially when the
kids are up in the middle
of'the night or whatever it
isthatmay impact the next
day and the rest of their
life,” VanVickle said.
“Those are hard numbers.
It can’t be disputed that
we’reresponding to a sig-
nificant number of calls
where there’s juveniles
inthe home. We had three
Handle with Care reports

over this past weekend
alone. So it’s something
we’re already using and
facilitating.”

Area law enforce-
ment organizations saw
domestic calls rise amid
the COVID-19 pandemic
when spouses and fami-
lies were in their homes
more. VanVickle said
those numbers have not
receded to pre-pandemic
levels. The sheriff’s of-
fice recently ran its year-
end numbers from 2023
and domestic numbers
and percentages “across
the board” remained the
same as the year prior.

VanVickle called chil-
dren the county’s “most
vulnerable population”
and said his office strives
to protect them the best
it can.

“The Handle with Care
program is just another
avenuetotrytoprovidere-
sources to that population
and provide any type of
support that can be given
totheminvery difficultsit-
uations,” VanVickle said.

We appreciate all of the support we have received and we have been inspired by your
generosity to give back even more!
We are extending the deadline to be included in the 10% contribution forwarded in

your name to area senior centers throughout Ogle County for provision of services to
senior citizens. The new deadline to be included is March 27, 2024!

Today you can become an Honorary Staff member of the Ogle County Life! Just drop
off or mail in your voluntary payment in the YELLOW ENVELOPE inserted in today’s
paper or just use your own envelope. Your generosity is greatly appreciated and we look
forward to continue serving our readers each week.

Sincerely,
Tonja Greenfield, Publisher

PS. In an effort to prevent any undue confusion and concerns, it should be clear that no one is obligated to make a voluntary
payment. Regardless of whether you elect to become an Honorary Staff member or not, your decision has no effect on receiving your
Ogle County Life paper each week, nor will it affect in any way the services provided by the area senior centers in Ogle County.

Thank You

Ogle County Life Honorary Staff Members Make Contributions and Share Views

“When I got the yellow envelope and it was said that money
went to seniors, I said, ‘Hey, I'm 87, why should I give money?’
Then I thought it is 10 percent and there are seniors who don'’t
have money to give. The Lord has been good to my wife and 1
and we can give. The Life newspaper is a wonderful publication. o
We read it from front page to the last page. It covers the Byron Fnterprise zone amendment approved
area, something the Rockford Register Star failed to do. We

also appreciate the inserts for shopping. Enclosed is my annual

contribution to a wonderful paper. Keep up the good work.”
Dave Schultz

MONDAY
Feb. 26, 2024 LN

Visit www. i
.oglecountylife.com Ogle County's most widely read weekly newspaper!

“Thank you for your 39 years for providing the Ogle County
Life newspaper FREE of charge.”

Judy

“I always look forward to receiving and reading your Ogle
County Life newspaper. Thank you.”
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“Love the improvements and the new overall look of the paper.
Good job.”

Anonymous
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Obituaries

Roger D. Diehl

MT. MORRIS — Roger D. Diehl,
age 83, formerly of Mt. Morris, IL,
passed away on March 4, 2024. He was
born in Oregon, IL, to Beulah
(Huffman) and Esper Diehl on
January 22, 1941.

Roger grewup working onthe
family farm and later had a long
career working as an Operating
Engineer. He operated heavy
equipment until his retirement
and was proud to earn his Life-
time Member status. He was
recognized for 50 plus years of
service to Local 150.

Roger attended Mt. Morris High
School. Along with his farming ac-
tivities, he enjoyed working on classic
cars or anything that had an engine. He
liked his toys as well, which included
snowmobiles, boats, campers, and his
Harley Trike, to name a few.

Roger was preceded in death by both

parents; brothers, Ralph and Darrell
Diehl; and sister, Rogene Koch.

He is survived by sons, Ken (Sheri)
Diehl of Oregon, IL, Denny Die-
hl of Myrtle Beach, SC, Randy
(Jennifer) Diehl of Dixon, IL;
daughter, Tami (Tim) Flessner
of Florence, AZ; sister, Maxine
Strohecker of Oregon, IL; six
grandchildren; thirteen great
grandchildren; and Connie Die-
hl and family of Springfield, IL.

A visitation will be held on
Monday, March 11, 2024 from
9:30 — 11:00 AM at Chapel Hill Funeral
Home in Dixon. The funeral will follow
‘at 11:00 AM at the funeral home with
Pastor Megan Smick officiating. Burial
will be at Chapel Hill Memorial Gardens
in Dixon.

A memorial has been established.

Online condolences may be sent
to www.chapelhilldixon.com.

Philip (Phil) A. Giuffre

OREGON — Itis with heartbreaking
sorrow we share the passing of Philip
(Phil) A. Giuffre, Jr. age 63.

Phil was born in Chicago, IL e ™) 4
ey 4 Sr. and Carol Spano.

December 13, 1960 and left us
onMarch 1,2024. We celebrate
his legacy of dedicated service,
strength and perseverance.

Phil enlisted in the US Army
in 1979; Trp B 1/17th CAV, 82
Airborne, Ft. Bragg. He proudly
served for 3 years before being
honorably discharged in 1982,
due to an injury. Phil dedicated
20 years of service with the Chicago
Fire Department as a FF/Paramedic.
He shared his love of emergency med-
icine with the countless students whom
he taught during his years of being an
educator with Malcolm X College.

In retirement Phil enjoyed his life-
long hobby of Pyrotechnics. Phil has

N

L
&

touched so many lives and leaves a
legacy behind.

He was preceded in death
by his parents Philip Giuftre,

He is survived by his wife
Toni (nee Greene), children
Kimi, Nico and Natalie, his
| brothers Vince (Peg) Spano,
Rocky (Wendy) Spano and
many nieces and nephews.

Visitation will be Saturday,
March 16th, 2-4 p.m. at River-
Stone Christian Church, 609 S.
10th Street, Oregon, [L 61061. Funeral
Service begins at 4 p.m. at the Church.
In lieu of flowers donations can be made
to: RiverStone Christian Church or Py-
rotechnics Guild International.

Finch Funeral Home, 405 East Hitt,
Mt. Morris, IL assisted the family with

H.O.P.E

For Free Help
or
Information
Call
815-562-8890
24 Hours

Y

All Calls Are
Confidential.

Jennifer Lungstrom, CPA, EA

Individual and Business Income Tax

prep with no need for an extension.
Call today!

Silene Walters, CPA, MAS

—WALTERS

Accounting Inc.
202 N. Walnut, Stillman Valley

Support,
Advocacy, Referral
Services,
Shelter for victims
of domestic
violence and their
children.
HOPE

of Ogle Counity

P.O. Box 131

8156458979 Rochel_le, IL 6:| 068
www.WALTERSTAX.com . P
Report policy

Any arrests listed in this paper are
merely charges and the defendants
are presumed innocent unless
proven guilty in a court of law.
Please note that all police reports
received from the Oregon Police,
Byron Police, Polo Police, Mt. Morris

Police, the Ogle County Sheriff’s
Department and the lllinois State
Police, will be printed without
exception.

Requests to omit particular reports
will not be considered or honored at
any time.
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Advertisers please read your ad on the first day of publication. If there are
mistakes, notify us immediately. We will make changes for errors made on
our part and we will adjust bills accordingly, but only provided we receive
notice immediately following the first time the ad appears. We limit our
liability to you in this way and we do not accept liability for any other
damages which may result from an error or omission in an ad. All ad copy
must be approved by the newspaper, which also reserves the right to request
changes, reject or properly classify an ad. The advertiser, and not this
newspaper, is responsible for the truthful content of the ad. Advertising is also
subject to credit approval, and may be refused at any time for any reason.
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Eleanor Marie Jenkins

POLO — Eleanor Marie Jenkins of
Polo,aged 90, died peacefully athome, sur-
rounded by her loving family on

scores into the local newspapers.
During her retirement years Eleanor
enjoyed spending time with her

the evening of March 5th, 2024.
Born on June 22, 1933 in Ke-

grandchildren and great-grand-
children, planting and weeding

wanee, Illinois, the daughter of
James and Nina(Nelson) Quayle,
shemarried William Ryan Jenkins
on June 27, 1953 at Visitation

Church, Kewanee. As her father : T

was the Kewanee Park Superin-
tendent, Eleanor and family lived
above the Baker Park Clubhouse
on the 2nd floor. She learned to
golf at a young age from her father, the
Baker Park Pro. She also began her love
of swimming, spending mostsummer days
at the Northeast Park Swimming Pool.

After graduation from Kewanee High
School in 1951, Eleanor, a talented seam-
stress, taught sewing at the Singer Sewing
Machine Company in Kewanee. She then
married and beganraising her family. While
raising 4 children, she pursued a degree in
education, attending 7 different colleges,
over an 8 year span, receiving her Associ-
ate’s degree from Sauk Valley Community
Collegein 1969 and her Bachelor’s degree
in Education from Northern Illinois Uni-
versity in 1972,

Eleanor was a teacher’s aide for 2 years
at Congress School. Hired as a teacher in
1975, she taught at Congress School and
Polo Junior High School for a few years.
She then became the 4th Grade Teacher
at Centennial School, retiring from that
position in 1993.

Eleanor was on the sidelines at football
gamesand behind the players’bench during
basketball games, keeping the statistics
for her husband, Coach Bill Jenkins. Post-
games would find her calling these stats and

her gardens, sewing, doing
projects at the house, swimming,
attending school events for her
j grandchildren, and going to

PCHS football games where her
1 sonTerry coached the Frosh-Soph
football team, assisted by her
husband Bill.

Survivors include her two
sons, Terry (Pam) Jenkins of Polo and
Tim (Libby) Jenkins of Polo, two daugh-
ters, Kalah Jenkins of Geneva and Kathy
(Mark) Scholl of Polo, a sister, Betty Jones
of Geneseo, seven grandchildren, ten
great-grandchildren, and seven great-great
grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her hus-
band, her parents, two nieces, a nephew,
and a great-great grandson.

Visitation will be at Polo Family Funeral
Home, 110 E. Dixon St., Polo, from 5:00
to 7:00 on Thursday, March 14, 2024.

Private graveside services will be held
inKewanee, Illinois, where she will be laid
to rest by her beloved husband.

At the family’s request, please refrain
from wearing perfume, cologne and/or
scented lotions due to a family member’s
medical condition.

In lieu of flowers, the family would
appreciate memorials supporting
the Polo Schools Foundation (Centennial
School), CGH Medical Center Health
Foundation (specifying Dementia Project)
or the Serenity House and Hospice Center.

Visit www.polofamilyfuneralhome.
com to send condolences.

Linda Johnson Guzman

OREGON — Sadly our mother
Linda Johnson Guzman passed away on
Tuesday March 5th at the ripe age of 74.
She was a strong, stubborn and beautiful
woman.

In 1993 her world was flipped
upside down with the passing of
her husband and the father ofher
children, Miguel Guzman. From
that night forward she carried
the weight and challenges of
raising four strong and stubborn
children. An obstacle that would
break many only made her and
our relationship stronger. The
thing that we will miss the most about
our mother is her inappropriate humor,
her willingness to speak her mind, and
her unwavering love and support for her
children and grandchildren.

She is survived by her children Anita
Bowers (Rob and children), Pamela Guz-
man (and children) and Mike Guzman
(and children). Her nephew John Buntyn
(Kimand children) and herniece
Melinda Purkeypile (David and
children)

Preceded in death by her
late husband Michael Johnson,
Miguel Guzman. Her daughter
Philindia Guzman. Her mother
Georgia Buntyn and brother
John Buntyn.

In lieu of flowers we ask that
you hug your mom and dad, tell
them you love them, tell them you’re sor-
ry and most importantly make sure they
know how much you appreciate them.

Finch Funeral Home assisted the
family with services.

Rodney (Rod) W. Reeder

BYRON - Rodney
(Rod) W. Reeder, age 69,
passed away on
Friday, March 1,
2024 inhishome,
surrounded by
family. He was
born December |
21, 1954 in El-
dorado, Illinois
the son of Lewis
and Mona (Os-
man) Reeder. He
graduated from

ron from 1976 to 2010
when he retired. He be-
gan his career in
= eclectrical mainte-
. nance in several
roles, and in lat-
er years, moving
into management,
{ work scheduling,
and lastly cycle
planner.

He loved and
cherished his time
with family and

forhisunmatched attention
to detail in all that he did.
He is survived by his
2 daughters Rachel (Da-
vid) Becker of Byron
Center, Michigan, and
Nicole (Eric) Peyton of
Little Chute, Wisconsin, 2
granddaughters Lydia and
Eleanor Becker, brother
Rick Reeder of Dixon, IL,
nephews Cory Reeder and
Cole(Alexa)Reeder, sister-
in-law Debbie Reeder, and

Dixon High School in
1972.Rodney married Ann
Hicks on June 29, 1979
in Dixon, Illinois. They
enjoyed 30 years together
until her passing in 2009.
He worked for Exelon
Generating Station in By-

friends. He and his wife
Ann loved to travel, snow-
mobile, motorcycle, and
play golf. Rodney was an
avid sports fan and enjoyed
driving his convertible in
his later years.

He will be remembered

WIFW YE fostre3? WFW
815-732-6851

Bar Mon-Thur 4 - 8PM & Fri 4 - 9PM
Kitchen Mon-Thur 4-7PM & Fri 4-8PM

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS.

Public

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS.

Public

is VFW EVENTS is

Welcome! Monday Lighting @ 5:30pm

Welcomel

Wednesday Bingo @ 5:30pm
Thursday Trivia Night @ 6:30pm
Fridays @ 7pm 1* Fridays, Karaoke, Live music
(different Fridays)

Every Friday our Fish, Chicken, Shrimp Dinners
We do Carry Outs

Try out the hot slots every weekday!

Gaming

01082024

half-sisters Amanda Wolfe
and Natalie Matthews.

He was preceded in
death by his parents and his
beloved wife, Ann.

Private burial will take
place at the Byron Ceme-
tery. A celebration of life
will be held on Friday,
March 15, 2024 from
3:00-7:00 p.m. at the Prai-
rieview GolfClub pavilion
banquet hall. A memorial
fund is established in
Rodney’s name and may
be directed to his family.

Visit www.farrellhol-
landgale.com to leave a
condolence or memory
of Rod.

ANDERSON

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners,
Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters,
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

e T

621 First Ave., Rochelle

Lic# 055-013999

(815) 562-8784
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NUTRITION: Eating healthy possible with planning

From page 1

Stein said nutritional
health helps the body
by keeping its immune
system strong to fight off
diseases; preventing heart
disease and stroke; manag-
ing blood sugar to prevent
diabetes and its conse-
quences; and managing
weight and muscle mass
for strength and cardiovas-
cular health.

“Nutrition can help
you breathe better, move
better and walk better and
just feel overall better,”
Stein said. “It can give
people more energy and
help them sleep better.
Benjamin Franklin said,
“An ounce of prevention
is worth a pound of cure.’
[ really feel like there’s
something to that. If we
can prevent something,
it’s better than trying to go
back and fix it.”

Due to current high
prices of food, budgeting
is more important than
ever when it comes to
eating healthy, Stein said.
Frozen and canned pro-
duce options can be more
budget-friendly than fresh
produce and still high in
nutritional value. Planning
meals can help with saving
money and preventing
spoilage and waste, Stein
said.

Conventionally-grown
foods can be more of a
solution than organic foods
for those with priorities of
eating healthier and saving
money. Stein advised
community members to
get into good habits on
making grocery lists and
trips to the store and to be
more attentive to which
fruits and vegetables are in
season.

“When you get into the
habit, it becomes easier,”

I

Stein said. “Making reg-
ular trips to the store. It’s
starting with small chang-
es and finding seasonal
produce. Apples, pears,
grapes and carrots right
now are less expensive.
This is a citrus time as
well. Moving into spring,
the berries come in. And
in the summer those things
are more readily available.
Eating seasonally can help
save money. If you’re
buying a watermelon right
now, who knows where
it’s coming from or if it’s
any good. And it’s expen-
sive right now.”

High prices in grocery
stores and restaurants
have made RCH want
to make the community
aware of other options for
nutritious food for those
in need. RCH will host
the Northern Illinois Food
Bank for a mobile market
food pantry on Thursday,

March 14 from 4-5:30
p-m. NIFB’s mobile pantry
distributes food in high-
need areas. Food is free

at the events. Attendees
are asked to bring bags or
boxes in which to package
their food. Food is distrib-
uted on a first-come, first-
served basis while supplies
last. RCH and NIFB’s
food pantry will be located
at the hospital at 900 N.
2nd St. in Rochelle. RCH
and NIFB will also host
mobile market food pantry
events in the summer

on Thursday, June 6 and
Thursday, Aug. 8 at the
same time and place.

Stein also advised the
community to look into
whether they qualify for
food assistance services
Illinois Link and WIC
(Women, Infants, and
Children).

“It’s all supplemental
and not meant to be your

entire food budget, but

it can go a long way to
helping out,” Stein said.
“I know food pantries
have gotten better with
having produce and meat
and healthier selections.
Money can be a barrier
to eating healthy. Some-
times you have to think a
little harder on what’s the
best deal and not go and
purchase whatever you’re
craving at the moment,
even though it can be
hard.”

Stein stressed the
importance of establishing
healthy eating habits in
children that could stick
with them into their adult
years and trying to make
sure a fruit and vegetable
are included at least every
day, if not at every meal.
Letting children pick out
fruits at the store can go a
long way, she said.

People putting more

thought into what they eat
is one result Stein would
like to see as a result of
National Nutrition Month.
“I would like to have
people think about how
nutrition figures into their
health goals,” Stein said.
“I want to have a message
that speaks to nutrition
and what we’re eating
multiple times per day
and how that plays into
our overall health. And
pausing to make even
one little change. Wheth-
er that’s eating an apple
or an orange when they
wouldn’t have thought
of it otherwise. Just those
little changes. It doesn’t
have to be a huge change.
Little changes add up over
time. We’re making these
decisions multiple times
per day. They’re really
difficult habits to change.
Small steps do add up and
make a positive change.”

Friday
5pm-9:30pm

S woooen (7 m’f%s

208 N. Walnut St.
Stillman Valley
815-645-9828

PUBLIC WELCOME, DINE IN OR CARRY 0Ut.

02122024

CHECK FACEBOOK FOR UPDATES

Fish Fry Buffet

(All You Can Eat) -

(Multiple dishes, Baked Cod, Pollock,
Perch, homemade hush-puppies, shrimp
fried rice, cheesy potatoes, soup and
salad bar, vegetables and more!)

4-8 pm

Other seafood available / Full menu available

FISHFRY! |
Fridlay Night Fish Fuy!

$20

Resfarrant & Riverboak

1469 N.IL Rt 2
Oregon IL
815-732-6761
Maxsons.net

02122024

©

D e

Fish Dinner

ADULT (11YRS+) $15
SENIOR CITIZEN (65+) $14
CHILDREN (4-10YRS) $10

Includes 2-3 pieces of baked or hand breaded
fried cod and everything on the menu
excluding pizza

SAINT PATRICK
@ CaTHOLIC CHURCH

2024 Lenten Fish Fry Dinners

St. Patrick Parish Center 236 Kelley Drive

March Friday’s

MARCH 1, 8, 15, 22

5:00-7:00 PM

MENU

Baked & Hand Breaded
Deep Fried Cad

Tartar Sauce & Lemon Slices

Alfano’'s Cheese Pizza

Pizza Dinner

ADULT (11YRS+)_$13
SENIOR CITIZEN (65+)_$12
CHILDREN (4-10YRS) $8

Includes 2 slices of pizza (1 slice for
children's dinner) and everything on the menu
excluding fish

FAMILY RATE - $50

Parent(s) and children 18-under - DINE IN ONLY
3-UNDER - FREE

50/50 RAFFLE - HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE - CARRY OUTS AVAILABLE

Macaroni & Cheese
French Fries
Potatoes w/Parsley
Green Beans
Cole Slaw
Dessert & Beverages

Dinner proceeds support St. Patrick Youth Ministry.

encounter
N ~ . Patri inistry.
A special thank you to Knights of Columbus for their support of our ministry!

Inc.

812 Main Si.

VEFW

RALPHIE

&
Loeeloee's

FISH
FRIDAY

Every Friday night
Serving 5 - 8 p.m.
Eried cod, baked cod, bluegill

or shrimp

$11.95-512.95

Includes: choice or potato (baked,
french fries or onion rings), homemade
soup and salad bar and
complimentary dessert

Dine-In or Carry-Out

- Ashion

1310 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL

815 732 6851

02122024

Every Friday

Fish Fry
Cod, Catfish &

_ 3

Served Fridays 4pm-8pm
Open to the Public, Dine-in or Carry-out.

02122024
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Consider voting
for Horner

Dear editor,
We have known Chad

Horner for many years and
want to voice our support
for him as the next Ogle
County coroner. Chad has
all the qualities
that will make
him an outstand-

ing elected public

official. As a for-

mer police officer

and school teach-

er, we understand

the traits neces-

sary to be an effective
public servant. First and
foremost, a servant leader
needs to understand their
positionis notabout them-
selves. A public servant
must understand their job
is about those they serve
and those with whom
they serve. Chad fully
understands this. Chad’s
ultimate goal is to not just
win the election but to
humbly serve others.

The second trait a lead-
er must possess is the abil-
ity to build relationships
of trust and understand-
ing. A common com-
plaint against politicians
is they do not meet our
expectations. They make
promises but do not carry
them out, and thus we lose
our trust in them. Chad is

PAID LETTER

committed to fulfilling his
promises and steadfastly
maintaining the trusta vot-
er places with him. Chad
isnotadrive-by candidate.
He has made a great effort
to meet with, and
talk to, as many
people as possi-
ble. He listens
empathically and
earnestly. He has
a unique ability
to engage people
and be fully com-
mitted to them in the mo-
ment. After an interaction
with Chad, you will walk
away with asense thatyou
were heard and that you
are better off for having
met him. The scores of
recent conversations Chad
has engaged in with the
people of Ogle County
will guide his efforts, help
him meet the expectations
of those he serves, and
build trust in our public
officials.

Please consider voting
for Chad Horner for Ogle
County coroner...he has
our support, and we know
he will be an outstanding
public servant.

André and Marguerite

Brass
Byron

Supporting Cox
for coroner

Dear editor,

As I sit down to write,
many thoughts flood my
mind.
I first crossed paths
with Christie 35 years
ago, and my life has been
immeasurably blessed
since. Together
for 32 years in
marriage, we’ve
reached a depth
of understanding
thatonly decades
of companion-
ship can offer.

So, who 1is
Christie Cox? She is,
without exaggeration,
the most extraordinary
person I know. Nothing
was ever simply handed
to her. Christie’s early
life was marked by stark
poverty, yet she emerged
with unyielding determi-
nation, striving tirelessly
to carve out a better future
not just for herself but for
our three children as well.

When Christie made
the bold decision to attend
mortuary school, our fam-
ily faced the challenge of
her daily four-hour com-
mute to Worsham College
of Mortuary Science in
Wheeling — yes, from
Polo to Wheeling and
back, every day. Through
life’s ups and downs,
Christie’s commitment
has never wavered, not
to our family, nor to the
community she so loves
serving. Her passion for
her calling — to serve
others — shines brightly
in everything she does.

The journey to pur-
chasing our funeral
home wasn’t smooth,
but through hard work
and sheer dedication, we
turned it into a significant
success. Starting a busi-
ness from scratch — ini-
tially from our home and
eventually moving to a
commercial space — was
a testament to Christie’s
leadership. Under her
guidance, not only has the

funeral home flourished,
but our startup has seen
consistent growth, in both
employment opportuni-
ties and sales.

Christie is a beacon of
light to our three children
and now 3.75 grandchil-

dren, who are the
joy of her life.
Herkindness, car-
ing nature, and
compassion are
not only known
to us, her family,
but also to the
many families she
has supported through
24 years in the funeral
business. She consistently
places the needs of others
above herown, often atthe
sacrifice of her personal
time.

Now, regarding the
budget. It’s common inre-
lationships for one partner
to be more conservative
with spending than the
other. Christie is someone
who dislikes wasteful
spending, ensuring you
can trust her to manage
county finances with the
same vigilance she ap-
plies to our own, treating
taxpayer dollars with the
utmost respect. This is in
stark contrast to the all-
too-common governmen-
tal attitude of knowing
better than the citizens
how to spend their money.

Christie stands as not
only the right choice for
this position but also the
ideal candidate for the
citizens of Ogle County.
There is, truly, no one
more suited to the role of
coroner of Ogle County.
Christie is transparent
about who she is and what
she stands for, a rarity in
today’s landscape.

I invite you to join me
in supporting Christie
Cox for coroner of Ogle
County — a leader who
has proven herdedication,
compassion and integrity.

Marty Cox
Polo

District 1 members support Janes

Dear editor,

As spring election season is upon us, we want the
citizens of Ogle County to know we formally support
Dan Janes’ candidacy for Ogle County Board

member, District 5.

Dan’s experience, dedication, and temper-
ament exemplify many of the key attributes in
supporting his selection to the Ogle County
Board. Furthermore, Dan’s leadership and
dedication to serving his community, exemplify
why he is not only a staple to the Ogle County
but why he remains an essential steward for

our county government.

Dan remains committed to serve all his constituents
and will focus on ensuring support for the upcoming
critical and strategic issues for the county. The next
four years are essential to have the right person to
represent the citizenry of Ogle County while also hav-
ing the necessary fortitude in navigating many of the

our community. Additionally, Dan’s experience will

ensure continued focus on county security and safety,
responsible fiscal oversight, and strategic planning to
support meaningful county prosperity.

Our direct experience with Dan highlights
his attention to detail, commitment to listen,
and ability to empathize with the concerns and
opinions of everyone in the community verse
justaddressing only few groups. Danalso brings
an extensive network and experience to ensure
we have the best representation for strategic
planning and growth issues for Ogle County.

Danhas served Ogle County diligently and honorably.

continued State mandates and challenges coming to

PAID LETTER

Dan’s selflessly supported many honorable candidates
in local, state, and federal elections for many years.
Therefore, we hope you will now join with us in sup-
porting Dan Janes, District 5, in the upcoming primary
election on March 19.

District 1 County Board Members Benjamin Youman,

Zach Oltmanns and Rick Fritz

Vote for Kern

Dear editor,

It’s time. It’s time for fresh ideas
and fresh faces in our local govern-
ment. When I ran two years
ago for my position on the
Ogle County Board for Dis-
trict 6, I heard this phrase
often and it is the reason I
am penning this letter to you
today. I am writing my sup-
port to Ogle County voters
in District 5 to elect Ron Kern to the
Ogle County Board in the upcoming
primary on March 19.

Ronhas lived and worked in Ogle
County since 1986. He has been a

voice of reason in the farm/agricul-
ture community in understanding
the problems individuals in Ogle
County face and he has
been an agent of change
when it comes to develop-
ing solutions to a number
of issues and challenges.
Ron is the true definition
of an advocate, he does
not stop researching and
understanding an issue until he fully
comprehendsit,and thenutilizes his
data and information he’s collected
to create the best strategy moving
forward for all those involved.

Ron is a critical thinker that
understands and researches policy
from the local level all the way to
the federal layer of our government.
He is an exemplary citizen and he
champions the idea of good gov-
ernment. I am proud to call Ron
Kern a friend of mine and I hope
you will consider showing your
support for Ron in the primary on
March 19. It’s time; It’s time for a
freshnameto hold aseat oftradition
in our county.

Ryan Reeverts
Ogle County Board District 6

It's time to eliminate lllinois’ tax on groceries

S a public official, I have
always fought to lower
taxes for my constitu-

ents. From my time on the Freeport
City Council to my tenure
in the Illinois House of
Representatives to my
current role as the State
Senator for the 45th Dis-
trict in Northwest Illinois,
lightening the tax burden
for Illinoisans has always
been a focal point of my
legislative agenda. When
Governor JB Pritzker
recently announced he
wanted to eliminate the state sales
tax on groceries, [ was surprised,
but also encouraged.

It is no secret that I rarely agree
with the Governor, but on the
issue of the grocery tax, we may
have found common ground. The
grocery tax, which brings in about
$350 million per year, is a regres-
sive tax that is overly punitive to
the middle class, the working poor,
and those living below the poverty
line. Illinois is one of only a few
states that taxes groceries, and [ am
pleased to know there is bipartisan
interest in eliminating that tax this
year.

Seldom have I seen during my
six years in the General Assembly
an appetite by Governor JB Pritzker

Andrew
Chesney

and his Democrat allies to cut any-
thing. And while their spend and tax
mentality is as strong as ever, elim-
inating the grocery tax is a definite
step in the right direction for
Illinoisans. It must be noted,
however, that eliminating the
grocery tax does not equate
to a reduction in state spend-
ing. One hundred percent of
the funds collected from this
tax are sent to municipalities
across the state.

Eliminating the grocery tax
undeniably impacts local gov-
ernments that rely on those
funds to help balance their budgets.
For that reason, Republicans are
imploring the Pritzker administra-
tion to come to the table to work on
a solution that helps municipalities
without adding new local taxes to
the mix. Simply punting the ball to
local governments and encouraging
them to raise taxes locally is not the
solution. We need to lower taxes,
not just swap a state tax for a local
tax.

I believe every level of govern-
ment, whether local, county, state,
or federal, can do more with less
and maximize the efficiency of its
operations. I know state govern-
ment can do much better, and 1
would encourage all local munic-
ipalities to embark on an initiative

to identify and eliminate waste and
discover other ways to become as
efficient as possible with the ser-
vices they provide.

It is usually the Republicans who
are pushing for tax relief for Illi-
noisans because we believe Illinois
citizens, not government bureau-
crats, should have control over their
money. It is not lost on us that the
Governor has chosen a contentious
election year to finally come around
to our long-held beliefs. Whether he
is being sincere or simply engaging
in political gamesmanship, I intend
to hold him to his pledge to do
away with this tax.

The clock is ticking on the cre-
ation and adoption of the budget for
the fiscal year that begins on July 1,
and Governor Pritzker has put $1
billion in tax hikes on the table to
help pay for Democrats’ insatiable
thirst for state spending. As each
tax hike proposal comes before the
Senate, I will be a vocal NO vote
on every one of them. One vote I do
look forward to this year is the op-
portunity to put a YES vote on the
board to cut taxes for my constitu-
ents and all [llinoisans through an
elimination of the grocery tax.

Andrew Chesney (R-Freeport)
is the Illinois state senator for the
45th District.

New Political Letter Policy

The Ogle County Life is im-
plementing a new political letter
policy.

We will now be accepting
election letters endorsing or ad-
vocating for or against a ballot
measure, party or candidate as
paid advertising announcement.
The fee is $25 minimum fora 200
word letter and 10 cents a word
for additional words over 250.
Like other letters to the editor,
the writer’s name, address and
phone number are required. Phone
numbers and exact addresses are
not published. We have the right
to reject letters which don’t meet
publishing standards and will de-
termine if the letter qualifies as a

paid endorsement. Paid letters will
be identified with a label and may
or may not appear on the opinion/
letters page.

Most newspapers that have ad-
opted this approach cite one main
reason: Political campaigns for
years have used newspaper opin-
ion pages for what amounts to free
advertising. As these letter-writing
campaigns become more wide-
spread and sophisticated - some
campaigns even pay people to
write letters to the editor - news-
papers are flooded with requests
to publish them, especially in the
run-up to elections.

Will we still publish letters
complaining about the county

board or school board? Yes. But
if you want others to vote for
or against a candidate, or for or
against an issue on the ballot, you
will need to pay a fee. Not a large
fee - $25 for up to 200 words.

Some key dates to keep in mind
for political endorsement letters:

The primary election is Tues-
day, March 19, 2024. The last
batch of letters that endorse
candidates for this election will
be printed in the Monday, March
11,2024 issue of the Ogle County
Life must be received by noon on
Wednesday, March 6.

To submit a letter, email Man-
aging Editor Jeff Helfrich at jhel-
frich@oglecountylife.com.

LIFE letters' policy

Concise letters are most likely
to be chosen for publication, but
the use of any material is at the
discretion of management. All
letters must be signed or they will
not be considered for publication.

During election times, no
letters written by the candidates

endorsing themselves will be
considered for publication.

Editing may be necessary for
space, clarity or to avoid obscen-
ity or libel, but ideas will not be
altered. Writers are urged to use
discretion and refrain from sar-
casm or personal attacks.

Criticism of individuals or
organizations that is not broached
tactfully will jeopardize the
publication of a letter. Letters
will be published in the order that
they are received, unless there
is a time factor involved, space
permitting.
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Full repeal of California’s
Prop 12 is urgently needed

lot has changed on
our Ogle County
farm since [ first

started helping my dad
take care of the pigs over
50 years ago. Gone are the
open sheds and large
pens for our pigs of
multiple sizes and
ages — pens where
they were exposed to
the weather as well
as disease.

On my farm and
others around II-
linois, outdoor fa-
cilities have been
replaced with pro-
tective indoor, climate-con-
trolled housing with modern
waste management systems
providing a cleaner, safer
environment for animals and
caretakers.

Behind every pig stands
a person. Livestock farmers
spend countless hours in
all conditions, ensuring the
security and well-being of
their animals.

We adopt scientifical-
ly backed, veterinary-ap-
proved, animal care and
husbandry practices with the
best interest of the animals
and those of us who care for
them in mind.

Like other producers, [ am
troubled that people without
animal care experience or
expertise can dictate the
practices that must be used
on livestock farms.

In2018, a proportionately
small number of Califor-
nians passed a ballot initia-
tive, known as Proposition
12, restricting the sale of
eggs, veal and certain cuts
of pork that were produced
in amanner that did not meet
the standards outlined in the
initiative. Consequently,
uncooked or unblended pork
products must come from an-
imals who are the offspring
of sows given 24 square feet
of floor space upon reaching
reproductive age.

Various vet-approved
solutions are used for hous-
ing breeding females in
modern pork production,
including grouping sows.
Yet Prop 12°s arbitrary re-
quirement of 24 square feet
per sow can increase the
opportunity for the animal
to engage in aggressive and
sometimes violent behavior,
risking injuries to them-
selves, their pen mates and

7

their caretakers.

American Farm Bureau
Federation, along with the
National Pork Producers
Council, challenged the
law’s constitutionality as
a violation of the
Interstate Commerce
Clause. We were
greatly disappointed
last summer when
the U.S. Supreme
Court, in a narrowly
split-decision, de-
clared the initiative
to be constitutional.

With the law’s en-
actmentonJan. 1, pig
farmers are now uncertain
if they will make massive
infrastructure investments
to comply with California’s
arbitrary animal welfare
standards which could be
subject to change with future
ballot initiatives. Ultimate-
ly, Proposition 12 not only
violates the principles of
interstate commerce, but
alsoundermines food access
and affordability.

Nobodyunderstands these
concerns better than USDA
Secretary Tom Vilsack.

Vilsack told U.S. House
Ag Committee members
during a recent hearing that
“there’s nothing prevent-
ing any state from doing
what California did (with
Prop 12),” and if Congress
doesn’t “take this seriously,
we’re going to have chaos in
the marketplace.”

That “chaos” from Prop
12 will hit fixed- and low-in-
come consumers the hardest,
as the law is expected to se-
verely reduce the affordabil-
ity of high-quality protein.
In fact, prices for certain
pork products in California
have risen as much as 41%
since Prop 12’s implemen-
tation, according toa USDA
study.

State regulations like
Prop 12 shouldn’t dictate
commerce or agriculture
production in other states.
Prop 12 endangers the fi-
nancial health of livestock
producers, and smaller
farms especially might be
forced out of business due to
high compliance renovation
costs and lack of long-term
incentives. This could lead
to more consolidation in the
industry.

Processors also face chal-
lenges due to uncertain

Brian

Duncan

demand and higher costs to
trace and segregate products
for Prop 12 compliance.

But California’s market
is too big to ignore. Nearly
15% of the pork consumed
in this country is eaten in
California. And future de-
mand prospects could be
significant there as well.

Proposition 12 also serves
as atemplate that ultimately
could be used to regulate
all sectors of agriculture.
Standards could be placed
around labor rate, crop
inputs used, or certain pro-
duction methods that could
ultimately create chaos in
the agriculture space. The
risk of disruption increases
if more states adopt individ-
ual agricultural standards
creating an unnavigable
patchwork of regulations.

I supportany farmer’s de-
cision to comply with Prop
12 but advise caution with
the uncertainty of further
regulatory changes, such as
Massachusetts’ Question 3.

A full repeal of Prop 12
is urgently needed.

The Supreme Court has
called on Congress for a
legislative solution. Farm
bureau continues to advo-
cate for one as well.

I1linois Farm Bureau,
Illinois Pork Producers As-
sociation and state commod-
ity group partners recently
sent a letter to the Illinois
congressional delegation
outlining concerns with Prop
12 and calling for a legisla-
tive fix in the next farm bill.

Most vital to address-
ing Prop 12 is continued
collaboration, bipartisan
relationships and speaking
as the unified voice of II-
linois agriculture. Illinois
producers can trust there’s
a grassroots organization
committed to protecting
the economic well-being of
their businesses, just as con-
sumers can trust the family
farmer behind every pig.

Brian Duncan of Polo and
Ogle County is the lllinois
Farm Bureau president.
This story was distributed
through a cooperative proj-
ect between Illinois Farm
Bureau and the lllinois Press
Association.

For more food and farm-
ing news, visit FarmWeek-
Now.com.

New Political Letter Policy

The Ogle County Life is
implementing a new political
letter policy.

We will now be accepting
election letters endorsing
or advocating for or against
a ballot measure, party or
candidate as paid advertis-
ing announcement. The fee
is $25 minimum for a 200
word letter and 10 cents a
word for additional words
over 250. Like other letters
to the editor, the writer’s
name, address and phone
number are required. Phone
numbers and exact addresses
are not published. We have
the right to reject letters
which don’t meet publishing
standards and will determine
if the letter qualifies as a paid

Concise letters are most likely to be chosen
for publication, but the use of any material is at
the discretion of management. All letters must
be signed or they will not be considered for

publication.

During election times, no letters written by

endorsement. Paid letters will
be identified with a label and
may or may not appear on the
opinion/letters page.

Mostnewspapers that have
adopted this approach cite
one main reason: Political
campaigns for years have used
newspaper opinion pages for
what amounts to free adver-
tising. As these letter-writing
campaigns become more
widespread and sophisticat-
ed - some campaigns even
pay people to write letters
to the editor - newspapers
are flooded with requests to
publish them, especially in the
run-up to elections.

Will we still publish letters
complaining about the county
board or school board? Yes.

But if you want others to vote
for or against a candidate, or
for or against an issue on the
ballot, you will need to pay a
fee. Not a large fee - $25 for
up to 200 words.

Some key dates to keep in
mind for political endorsement
letters:

The primary election is
Tuesday, March 19, 2024.
The last batch of letters that
endorse candidates for this
election will be printed in
the Monday, March 11, 2024
issue of the Ogle County Life
must be received by noon on
Wednesday, March 6.

To submit a letter, email
Managing Editor Jeff Hel-
frich at jhelfrich@oglecoun-
tylife.com.

PAID LETTER

Vote for Christie Cox

Dear editor,

Christie Cox is someone you
need to know about if you’re
in Ogle County. She’s running
for coroner, and she’s not just
aboutbusiness as usual. Christie

wants to shake things up, bring-
ing in new tech and learning
opportunities to the office. It’s
her vision for a better
future that really grabs
your attention.

Christie’sgotaknack

for making things hap-
pen. Remember the
business she started
in her garage in 2000?
Now it’s thriving, all thanks to
her smart planning and hard
work. And when it comes to
tough issues like dealing with
drug-related deaths, Christie’s
already on the front lines, ready
with solutions.

What really makes Christie
stand out, though, is how she
treats people. She believes in
bringing families into the pro-
cess, treating them with the kind
ofrespectand kindness that’s all
too rare these days. She’s from
here, grew up amongus, and she
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gets what the community needs
because she’s part of it.

Working with Christie, you
see she’s all about teamwork,
whether it’s with her fellow six
deputy coroners or the local
law enforcement. She’s got a
deep background in mortuary
science, butit’s her willingness

to keep learning and
growing that tells you
she’s the real deal.

But here’s the thing
that clinches it for me:
Christie isn’t playing
politics. She’s running
on her record, focused

on serving the community, not
on making political points. Her
approach is straightforward,
honest, and all about what’s best
for Ogle County.

Voting for Christie Cox
means you're choosing some-
one who’s genuine, dedicated,
and ready to lead with integrity.
She’sexactly what weneed fora
coroner who not only meets but
goes beyond our expectations.
Let’s make sure she gets there.

Angie Good
Mt. Morris

Vote for Horner

Dear editor,

After serving Ogle County
as county clerk and recorder
forover 19 years and as County
Board member for five years, |
am writing to express support
for Chad Horner, Republican
candidate for Ogle
County coroner. I
believe he will be an
excellent choice due
to his compassion,
commitment to fiscal
conservatism, and his
overall qualifications
for the position.

A coroner needs to be
compassionate and empa-
thetic in interacting with the
public given the nature of the
position. I have experienced
and observed Chad’s gentle
and understanding nature,
and believe he possesses the
sympathy and personality
to be an excellent resource
through some of people’s most
challenging times.

Despite the nature of its
work, the office of coroner
is also an administrative arm
of Ogle County, just like the
state’s attorney and the sher-
iff’s offices. County offices
need officials committed to
fiscal discipline and fiscal
conservatism to safeguard
public funds and only use
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those funds when appropriate
for the responsible functioning
of county operations. Chad has
run his family’s funeral home
successfully for decades. As
a proven small businessman,
we can trust Chad to continue
fiscal discipline and
conservatism in the
coroner’s office.
Finally, butnot least
importantly, Chad is
excellently qualified
for the coroner’s of-
fice. He has served as
a deputy coroner for years,
and continued to run his
funeral business during that
time. Perhaps most impres-
sively, Chad comes endorsed
by regional county coroners
and also enjoys the support of
officeholders who work most
closely with the coroner’s of-
fice, namely State’s Attorney
Mike Rock and Sheriff Brian
VanVickle. These endorse-
ments are a strong indication of
his competencies and abilities.
I hope you will join me in
casting a vote for Chad Horner
for Ogle County coroner on
March 19.

Rebecca Huntley, Chana
Former Ogle County clerk and
recorder and County Board
member

Support for
Ron Kern

Dear editor,

I am writing in support of
Ron Kern in the upcoming
primary election for Ogle Coun-
ty Board representing
District 5 on March 19.

Ron would bring a
wealth of knowledge
and experience to the
voters of District 5. His
experience and lead-
ership on numerous
boards, including 10
years on the Forrestville Valley
School District Board make him
anideal County Board member.
Thave found Ron to be easily
approachable and empathetic in
the over 30 years I have known

LIFE letters' policy

the candidates endorsing themselves will be
considered for publication.
Editing may be necessary for space, clarity
or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will not
be altered. Writers are urged to use discretion
and refrain from sarcasm or personal attacks.

him. In his role as Ogle County
Farm Bureau manager, he has
a good knowledge of issues
that face the county board in-
cluding zoning, solar
and windmills, as well
as the spending of our
tax dollars in a wise
manner. Ron will bring
experience, fresh ideas
and fiscal responsibil-
ity to the residents of
District 5.
I hope that you will join me
and his supporters in voting for
Ron Kern on March 19.

Jeff Tremble
Oregon

Criticism of individuals or organizations

that is not broached tactfully will jeopardize

permitting.

the publication of a letter. Letters will be
published in the order that they are received,
unless there is a time factor involved, space
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Information
on sales tax
referendum

Dear editor,

As our community
prepares for the upcom-
ing March 19 ballot, lo-
cal Boards of Education
in Ogle County, repre-
senting over 50% of the
student pop-
ulation, have
proposed a 1%

Sales Tax for
schools. Com-
munity leaders,
including my-

self, are urging
residents to be
well-informed about
this initiative. This FAQ
is provided to assist
with general questions
and answers. Please vis-
it www.fvdistrict221.
org for additional in-
formation.

Whatis the 1% sales
tax?

A way for all schools
in Ogle County to gen-
erate revenue. Outside
of property taxes and
state/federal funds, dis-
tricts are limited in how
they generate revenue.
In 2007 this law went
into effect, allowing the
voters to determine if an
additional 1% of sales
could go directly to the
schools. Should this
pass, Forrestville Valley
is estimated to receive
justover $300,000 PER
YEAR.

What is taxed?

Everything in the
municipal and county
sales tax base with some
EXCEPTIONS such
as cars, trucks, ATVs,
unprepared foods (gro-
ceries), medicine, farm
equipment and parts,
and farm inputs. Ser-
vices are not taxed and
if it is NOT currently
taxed it will NOT be
taxed. The tax includes
1% on eligible online
sales.

How do the schools
benefit?

The tax follows the
student. The total num-
ber of students attend-
ing Forrestville Valley
would be divided by the
total number of students
attending Ogle County
schools to determine
our percentage. The
district would receive
this percent of the total
tax generated. Based on
current estimates, the
revenue for Forreston
schools is projected at
just over $300,000 PER
YEAR.ItisaTOTALtax
generated from all Ogle
county - so Forreston
schools could benefit
from sales tax generat-
ed in Forreston, Byron,
Oregon, and Rochelle.

How can school dis-
tricts use the funds?

Each district deter-
mines how to spend the
revenue. Funds can be
used for mental health
professionals (coun-
selors, social workers,
psychologists), school
safety/security, and fa-
cility improvements or
projects. Funds cannot

be used for teacher sala-
ries, textbooks, buses, or
other common expenses
that would come from
the education or trans-
portation funds.

What counties in
our area have a
County School
Facility Tax?

Jo Daviess,
Whiteside, Lee,
and Boone

What would
Forrestville
Valley do with

funds if received?

The first priority
would be to ensure our
school counselors and
mental health profes-
sionals remain in place.
The district would also
review school security/
safety needs and facility
needs.

How would the 1%
sales tax affect area
businesses?

The sales tax is a
percentage added to
the final purchase price
of taxable goods and
services. There is no
additional paperwork
for consumers or local
businesses, and data in-
dicates that passing this
tax does not adversely
affect sales in any given
county.

Is there a way to sus-
pend or eliminate the
taxonceitis approved?

If approved, there is
no sunset clause or expi-
ration date. The goal is
to provide a consistent
revenue stream for all
Ogle County schools.

What can I expecton
the March 19th Ballot?

Language on the bal-
lot will read:

Shall a retailer’s oc-
cupation tax and a ser-
vice occupation tax
(commonly referred to
as a “Sales Tax”) be im-
posed in Ogle County at
a rate of 1% to be used
exclusively for school
facility purposes, school
resource officers, and
mental health profes-
sionals?

How are funds gen-
erated if the 1% sales
tax is approved?

Any spending oc-
curring in Ogle County
that generates the 1%
sales tax is collected
and channeled through
the Illinois Depart-
ment of Revenue and
the Regional Office of
Education. Revenue
does not flow through
the General Assembly
budget process.

How would the pay-
ments work?

The Regional Office
of Education would
issue payments to the
districts. The first pay-
ment is anticipated as
early as October 2024
with monthly payments
to follow.

Superintendent

Sheri Smith
Forrestville Valley
School District

Concise letters are most likely to be chosen
for publication, but the use of any material is at
the discretion of management. All letters must
be signed or they will not be considered for

publication.

During election times, no letters written by

Support for sales tax

Dear editor,

I am writing to express my support for the proposed
one percent sales tax increase in Ogle County. Itis crucial
to consider the long-term benefits that such measures
can bring to our community. I would like to
highlight the pressing issue of aging school
infrastructure in Ogle County and how this
tax increase can play a vital role in addressing
this concern.

My children and now grandchildren, attend
Meridian School District. Our schools are the
backbone of our community. However, the in-
frastructure of our buildings is showing signs of wear
and tear like many school buildings in Ogle County,
we have aging facilities, outdated systems, that need
essential repairs.

Maintaining and upgrading school infrastructure is
a responsibility that goes beyond the school district
itself. It impacts the quality of education our children
receive and, in turn, affects the overall well-being of
our community.

The proposed one percent sales tax increase is a
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strategic and fair solution to ensure that necessary

repairs and improvements are not solely placed on the

shoulders of local property owners. By spreading the

financial responsibility across a broader base, including
visitors and nonresidents traveling to the local
community, these crucial investments can be
made without disproportionately affecting any
one group. The one percent sales tax increase
can generate substantial funds to address the
needs of our schools. For Meridian this would
mean over $700,000 in additional annual
revenue.

In conclusion, supporting the modest one percent
sales tax increase is an investment in the future of
Ogle County. It is a pragmatic and equitable solution to
address the critical needs of our aging schools without
overburdening local property owners. By rallying to-
gether and sharing in the responsibility, we can create a
legacy of quality education, a vibrant community, and
a prosperous future for generations to come.

John W. Smith
Oregon

Cox ready to serve the county

To the editor and the esteemed

residents of Ogle County,

As a former Whiteside County
sheriff with a decade of leadership
and over 30 years in law enforce-
ment, [ write to you today not only
as a fellow public servant but as an
advocate for the principles
that underpin our shared
commitment to justice,
integrity, and community
welfare.

The role of coroner, a
position of critical impor-
tance and trust, demands a
candidate who embodies these val-
ues, equipped with both the expertise
and the ethical fortitude to serve
with impartiality and dedication.
It is with this understanding of the
profound responsibilities entrusted
to the coroner that I invite you to
consider what truly qualifies some-
one to hold this office.

Acoroner’s office isnotjustabout
managing the procedural aspects of
untimely deaths but also upholding
the delicate balance between law
enforcement, judicial integrity, and
public health. This role requires a

candidate who can navigate these
complexities with an unwavering
commitment to fairness, transpar-
ency and independence.

In evaluating candidates, I urge
you to look beyond the surface

of political endorsements
and campaign promises.
Consider instead the depth
of their understanding of
the coroner’s multifaceted
role, theirreadiness to serve
withoutbias, and their prov-
en dedication to serving the
community with respect
and integrity.

Choosing the next Coroner is not
merely a decision for today but a
testament to your collective values
and your vision for the future of Ogle
County. It is an opportunity to af-
firm your trust in an individual who
stands notjust for what is expedient,
but for whatisright, ensuring thatthe
office remains a beacon of unbiased
service, safeguarding the wellbeing
and trust of your community.

As someone who has dedicated
years to serving in law enforcement,
I'have witnessed firsthand the impact

of leadership that prioritizes the
community’s needs above all else.
It is from this place of experience
and respect for the role you are now
tasked with filling that [ encourage
you to consider these principles as
you make your choice.

From my vantage point, observ-
ing the political landscape of Ogle
County, Christie Cox emerges as a
candidate worthy of serious con-
sideration. I have known Christie
Cox, her husband of nearly 33
years, and their children, for over a
decade. I can attest to the remark-
able character and high caliber of
her family. The integrity and values
she embodies, nurtured within her
family and demonstrated throughout
her campaign, underscore her suit-
ability for this critical position. Her
approach to the role, emphasizing
independence, community engage-
ment, and a principled dedication
to the office’s sanctity, suggests a
readiness to serve Ogle County with
therespectand diligenceitdeserves.

Kelly Wilhelmi
former Whiteside County sheriff
(2008-2018, retired)

*OnMarch 25,2017, the world’s largest banana split
made its debut in Innisfail, Australia. Concocted with
40,000 bananas, it stretched for an astounding 5 miles
long. No word on the number of calories it contained.

* On March 26, 1971, East Pakistan declared its in-
dependence from Pakistan, forming Bangladesh, which
started an eight-month-long war between Pakistan and
the newly-formed state. As many as 3 million people
lost their lives in the conflict.

* On March 27, 1989, the groundbreaking soap
opera “Generations” aired on NBC-TV, making it the
first U.S. African-American show of its kind. Focus-
ing on the relationship between two Chicago families,
one white and one Black, the series tackled difficult
subjects, including sickle cell anemia, racial bias and
hate crimes, but failed to find a wide audience and was
canceled in 1991.

* On March 28, 1949, English astronomer Fred

Hoyle coined the term “Big Bang” during a BBC radio
interview, though he also refuted the scientific theory,
remarking in a later interview with the network that “the
reason why scientists like the ‘big bang’ is because they
are overshadowed by the Book of Genesis. It is deep
within the psyche of most scientists to believe in the
first page of Genesis.”

* On March 29, 1984, the city of Baltimore refused to
replace its antiquated stadium, so the owner of the Balti-
more Colts decided to up and leave the state. The team
loaded up all their equipment into 15 trucks, moved to
Indiana, and renamed themselves the Indianapolis Colts.

* On March 30, 1842, inhaled sulfuric ether was used
as an anesthetic for the first time, by American surgeon
Crawford Williamson Long, the first obstetric anesthetist,
in Athens, Georgia. Long was also a cousin of Western
legend Doc Holliday, and may have operated on Doc’s
cleft lip.

New Political Letter Policy

The Ogle County Life is im-
plementing a new political letter
policy.

We will now be accepting
election letters endorsing or ad-
vocating for or against a ballot
measure, party or candidate as
paid advertising announcement.
The fee is $25 minimum fora 200
word letter and 10 cents a word
for additional words over 250.
Like other letters to the editor, the
writer’s name, address and phone
number are required. Phone num-
bers and exact addresses are not
published. We have the right to
reject letters which don’t meet
publishing standards and will
determine ifthe letter qualifies as
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considered for publication.

Editing may be necessary for space, clarity
or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will not
be altered. Writers are urged to use discretion
and refrain from sarcasm or personal attacks.

a paid endorsement. Paid letters
will be identified with a label
and may or may not appear on
the opinion/letters page.

Most newspapers that have
adopted this approach cite one
mainreason: Political campaigns
for years have used newspaper
opinion pages for what amounts
to free advertising. As these let-
ter-writing campaigns become
more widespread and sophisti-
cated - some campaigns even
pay people to write letters to the
editor - newspapers are flooded
with requests to publish them, es-
pecially in the run-up to elections.

Will we still publish letters com-
plaining about the county board

policy

the candidates endorsing themselves will be

or school board? Yes. But if you
want others to vote for or against
a candidate, or for or against an
issue on the ballot, you will need
to pay a fee. Not a large fee - $25
for up to 200 words.

Some key dates to keep in mind
for political endorsement letters:

The primary election is Tues-
day, March 19,2024. The lastbatch
of letters that endorse candidates
for this election will be printed in
the Monday, March 11,2024 issue
of the Ogle County Life must be
received by noon on Wednesday,
March 6.

To submit a letter, email Man-
aging Editor Jeff Helfrich at
jhelfrich@oglecountylife.com.

Criticism of individuals or organizations

that is not broached tactfully will jeopardize

permitting.

the publication of a letter. Letters will be
published in the order that they are received,
unless there is a time factor involved, space
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The Etnyre Foundation opens 2024 grant cycle

OREGON — The Etnyre Foundation recently opened its grant application
cycle on March 1. The application deadline is March 31 and grant recipients will
be notified in May.

Applicant requirements include holding a 501¢3 nonprofit status, being a
community where Etnyre International operates, and organizations that align
with the mission of the foundation, which is to provide financial support to 501¢3
organizations and programs who through their actions in the areas of education,

Dr. Cates to Serve on National

environmental preservation and health and welfare enhance the wellbeing and of
local communities.

The Etnyre Foundation’s vision is “healthy, vibrant communities where we live
and work,” and its values are care, fairness, integrity and respect.

Apply at www.theetnyrefoundation.org and questions can be emailed to et-
nyrefoundation@gmail.com.

The Etnyre Foundation is located at 1333 S. Daysville Road in Oregon,

Panel of Expert Scientists

OREGON — The
Clinical Compass’ chair-
man of the scientific
commission noted that
Dr. Cates’ dedication to
synthesis of scientific
literature and research is
impressive, and his efforts
are essential to the chiro-
practic profession. The
Scientific Commission
of the Clinical Compass
invites him to continue
to serve for another two-
year term. This term will
run from April 1, 2024
through March 31, 2026.

The 11 commission
members serve without
compensation for two-
year terms, which may
be renewed upon the
Commission’s needs and
mutual agreement.

The purpose of the
Commission is to advise

the chiropractic profes-
sion on issues related to
identifying, interpreting,
and compiling the scien-
tific evidence associated
with chiropractic care
and to collaborate on the
development, publication,
dissemination, and utiliza-
tion of guidelines and care
pathways.

The Scientific Com-
mission of the Clinical
Compass appreciates Dr.

Cates’ commitment and
dedication to the profes-
sion and the health of the
public.

Dr. Cates has worked
with the CCGPP/Clinical
Compass for several de-
cades and has published
works thatinclude several
guidelines and medical
journal articles on quality
assurance and standards
of care in healthcare. He
is co-author of the low-
back chapter and lead
author of the chapter on
thoracic disorders and
contributor to several oth-
er professions’ best prac-
tice guideline texts. Dr.
Cates’ published works
are included in the scien-
tific literature data base.
He maintains a private
practice of chiropractic
orthopedics in Oregon.

Stephen Hart Feature Wall

March brings new artists on
display at the Coliseum Museum

OREGON - March
brings a new line up of
artists on display at the
Coliseum Museum of Art,
Antiques & Americana in
downtown Oregon with
exhibits by Stephen Hart
of Dixon and David Van
Delinder of Cherry Valley.

Stephen Hart is the
Feature Artist for March,
with his display of digital

photography oflocal and regional scenes
with an emphasis on the Nachusa Grass-
lands. Starting out at the young age of
13 his hobby has been evolving since the
film days to today’s modern cameras that

offer so many features.

David Van Delinder, of Cherry Vallery,
has his work on display in the Lowden
Gallery from March 1 —April 30. David’s
fine art is rooted in traditional technique
and classical composition. His pen and
ink drawings ofabandoned barns and jazz
musicians, impressionistic florals, land-

D Van Delinder -
A Snowy Barn.

scapes, and classical oil
portraits all display both
virtuosity and inspiration.

The work of these
two artists as well as the
many other artists on
display throughout the
Coliseum Museum will
be highlighted on Friday,
March 15, with an Artist
Reception from 6-8 p.m.,
with music by Slainte

who will present Celtic music for the
evening’s entertainment.

The reception is sponsored by Spon-
sored by Merlin’s Greenhouse & Flowers
and The Other Side Boutique in Oregon.

The CMAAA mission is to present

Art, Antiques, Americana and history
through permanent and rotating exhibits,
workshops, music, theater and more.
Additional information can be found
on the website, www.cmaaa.org and
Facebook page, www.facebook.com/
ColiseumMuseum/

RAL

RALPHIE
&
GZ:;L402:10&3

Serving dinner Wednesday 5 - 8 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 5 - 8 p.m.

- Ashion

812 Main St.

HIE & LULU’S

Cabbage with
All the fixins’

Fried Chicken and Sandwiches
Serving 3pm-7pm | Bar open 1pm

Beef &

03112024

Blackhawk (enter
1101 W. Jefferson St.
Oregon, Illlinois 61061

e Plenty of Parking
e (oncessions
e llandicap Accessible

A

Entry $8.00

° Antique Appraisals Sun. only 10 am - 2pm ($5 per item)

Oregon GFW( Woman’s (lub Presents
The 72nd Annual Oregon, II.
Antique Show & Vintage Market

Over 40 Dealers from the Midwest

March 23" & 24™, 2024

Saturday 9am - 5pm & Sunday 10 am - 3pm

Py

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at the General Primary
Election to be held on Tuesday, the 19th of March, 2024, the
following proposition will be submitted to the voters of Ogle
County and the State of lllinois.

PROPOSITION

PROPOSITION TO IMPOSE
COUNTY SCHOOL SALES TAX

Shall a retailers' occupation tax and a service
occupation tax (commonly referred to as a sales
tax) be imposed in The County of Ogle, lllinois, at a
rate of 1% to be used exclusively for school facility
purposes, school resource officers, and mental
health professionals?

O YES
< NO

The polls at the election will be open at 6:00 o’clock A.M. and
will continue to be open until 7:00 o’clock P.M. of that day.

Dated this 20th day of February, 2024.
" i

Laura J Cook, County Clerk
The County of Ogle and State of lllinois

Thursday, March 21st, 2024
4:00-7:00 PM
Fritz’s Wooden Nickel
Stillman Valley
Adults: $12 ($10 in advance)
Children 5-12 $8 Under 5 Free

Q0 'V.S‘ A

Proceeds to henefit A
Local Community Groups < >
IR} s
Mighty Meridian Leo’s Stillman Valley Lions Club

For Tickets Contact:
Al Unger 815-645-8956 | Karen Marsh 815-985-1587 | Marty Typer 815-742-18176

03042024

TIME? INTERES 'HHSAWHG ON
DAYCARE? RIDE M.MM Fﬂl KIDS 3 AND OLDER.
CONSIDER BEING A BUS DRIVER; FLEXIBLE HOURS, GREAT
PAY, BE HOME WITH YOUR CHILDREN IN SUMMER AND THEIR
DAYS OFF. KID PLAY SPORTS? DRIVE TO THE EVENT AND

GET PAID TO WATCH YOUR KID PLAY.

COME DOWN AND TAKE A TEST DRIVE.
MUST BE 21 AND HOLD A VALID DRIVERS LICENSE.

CAN'T MAKE IT THAT DAY? BUT INTERESTED? APPLY

s | ONLINE AT MERIDIAN223.0RG @

/
f
/
‘
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OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF

Dixon man turns self in on warrant

OREGON — On Feb. 27 at approximately 8:45
a.m. deputies arrested Sean Callaway, 28, of Dixon
when he turned himselfinto the Ogle County Jail. He
was arrested an outstanding Ogle County warrant
for driving while license suspended. There was no
bond set on the warrant and Callaway appeared in
court on Feb. 27 at 1 p.m. Callaway was released
and will return to court on April 28 at 9 a.m.

On Feb. 27 at approximately 3:13 p.m. deputies
responded to a domestic problem at 107 E. Mead-
owland Drive inrural Rochelle. After investigation,
deputies placed James Strenge, 56, of Rochelle
under arrest for domestic battery. Strenge was
transported to the Ogle County Jail he was held
pending a court appearance in front of a judge.

On Feb. 27 at approximately 4:16 p.m. deputies
and Rochelle Fire and EMS responded to the area
of Mulford Road and Bethel Road in reference
to a one-vehicle rollover accident with injuries.
Upon arrival, deputies located a black Ford Escape
upside down in the east ditch with heavy damage,
and the driver, Pamela Schneiderwind-Lopez, 59,
of Rochelle, was still in the vehicle. EMS arrived
on the scene, extricated Schneiderwind-Lopez
from the vehicle, and transported her to Javon Bea
Mercy Hospital for non-life-threatening injuries.
After investigation, deputies learned that Schnei-
derwind-Lopez was traveling northbound before
having a medical episode, traveling off of the
east side of the ditch and striking a culvert before
overturning. Creston Fire Department also assisted
with the accident.

On Feb. 28 atapproximately 3:30 p.m. deputies
arrested Corey Stone, 28, of Oregon at the Ogle
County Courthouse. He was arrested for contempt
of court. Stone posted bond and will return to court
on April 29 at 9 a.m.

On Feb. 28 at approximately 3:09 p.m. depu-
ties arrested Anna Allison, 31, of DeKalb at the
Ogle County Courthouse. She was arrested for
contempt of court.

On Feb. 28 at approximately 7 p.m. deputies
responded to the 100 block of East Meadowland
Drive in Rochelle regarding a possible violation
of bond conditions. As aresult of an investigation,
deputies placed James G. Strenge, 56, of Rochelle,
under arrest for violation of bail bond conditions.
Strenge was transported to the Ogle County Jail
where he was held pending an appearance before
a judge.

On Feb. 29 at approximately 1:15 p.m. Jeremy
Lopez, 29, of Elmwood Park turned himself into
the Ogle County Jail. He had a failure to appear
warrant. Lopez posted bond and does not need to
return to court.

On Feb. 29 at approximately 4:40 p.m., the
Ogle County 911 Dispatch Center received a
911 call indicating a 4-year-old child had been
mauled by a dog in rural Monroe Center, and
CPR was in progress. The child was transported
to a Rockford hospital, where they succumbed to
the injuries. Monroe Township Fire Protection
District, Stillman Fire Protection District, Illinois
State Police, and Mercy Health MD-1 assisted
Ogle County Sheriff’s deputies. The investigation
is ongoing.

On March 1 at approximately 9:06 p.m. depu-
ties conducted a traffic stop in the 100 block of
North Grant Street in Byron. Upon investigation,
Ariel C Williamsen, 32, of Sterling, was placed
under arrest for driving while license suspended,
and an active Lee County warrant for failure to
appear. Williamsen was also cited for no front
registration and operating an uninsured motor
vehicle. Williamsen was transported to the Ogle
County Jail before being released on a notice to
appear and given a future court date.

On March 1 at approximately 8:22 p.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop in the 100 block of South
6th Street in Rochelle. After a brief investigation,

E@@ PET OF

Humane Society THE WEEK
815.758.2457

www.tailshumanesociety.org

Stim

Hello! My name is Slim. I'm a front declawed guy and I'm in need of a new home.

I've lived with people of all ages, other cats and even dogs. | also have good
housekeeping manners. I'd like to have a purrson or family to love once again,
so please consider adopting me!

Deputies arrested Marco Hernandez-Mandujano,
30, of Rochelle, for driving while license suspended.
Hernandez-Mandujano was additionally cited for
equipment violations and illegal transportation of
alcohol. Hernandez-Mandujano was released on
a notice to appear and shall appear in court at a
later date.

On March 2 at approximately 9:48 p.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop near the intersection of
Illinois Route 251 and Lindenwood Road. After
investigation, deputies placed Rosalind Kastner,
48, of Sycamore, under arrest for an active DeKalb
County warrant. Kastner was transported to the
Ogle County Jail and was held on ano bond warrant.

On March 2 at approximately 10:20 a.m. depu-
ties and Polo Fire/EMS Department responded to a
two-vehicle crash on Illinois Route 64 at Summer
Hill Road in rural Polo. Throughout the course
of an investigation, it was learned Marcia Frey,
66, of Mt. Morris was operating a 2008 Pontiac
Grand Prix and traveling directly in front ofa 2021
Subaru Ascent when she conducted a U-turn at the
intersection of Illinois Route 64 and Summer Hill
Road causing a collision with the Subaru. Two
occupants of the Subaru were transported by ambu-
lance to Freeport Memorial Hospital for treatment
of non-life-threatening injuries. Both vehicles were
towed due to disabling damage. Frey received a
citation for improper U-turn.

On March 2 at approximately 4 p.m. deputies
and the Polo Fire/EMS Department responded to a
single-vehicle motorcycle crash on I1linois Route 52
near the intersection of Goose Hollow Road. After
conducting an investigation, Lukus Hicks, 27, of
Lanark, was issued citations for improper passing
and failure to reduce speed to avoid an accident.
Hicks was transported by Polo EMS to KSB Hos-
pital in Dixon.

On March 3 at approximately 1:22 a.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop in the 200 block of South
S5th Street in Oregon. After investigation, depu-
ties placed Kaylee Johnson, 22, of Oregon, under

POLO POLICE DEPARTMENT

arrest for driving while under the influence of
alcohol. Johnson was additionally issued a citation
for improper lane usage. Johnson was transported
to the Ogle County Jail where she was released on
a notice to appear and given a future court date.

On March 4 at 8:27 a.m. deputies conducted a
traffic stop on Illinois Route 2 at Lost Nation Road
just inside of Lee County. As a result, Darla M.
Russell, 33, of Dixon was arrested for driving while
license suspended, and an Ogle County warrant for
contempt of court. Russell was released on anotice
to appear for the driving while license suspended
charge, and transported to the Ogle County Jail
on the warrant.

On March 4 at 11:20 a.m. deputies conducted
a traffic stop on East Illinois Route 72 at North
Marrill Road. As aresult, deputies arrested Fabrico
A. Primera-Cuicas, 25, of Chicago for no valid
driver’s license. Primera-Cuicas was additionally
issued citations for operation of a motor vehicle
with suspended registration, and a turn signal vio-
lation. Primeta-Cuicas was transported to the Ogle
County Jail where he was released on a notice to
appear with a future court date.

On March 4 at approximately 5 p.m. deputies,
with the assistance of the Polo Fire Department and
Mt. Morris Fire Department, responded to the White
Pines State Park, 6712 W. Pines Road, in response
to a single-vehicle accident. Upon investigation,
it was learned a dark blue Mitsubishi, driven by
William E Bergeson, 22, of Sycamore, was nego-
tiating a curve when they lost control, struck a tree,
and overturned. Bergeson, along with an additional
male passenger, were transported to the hospital for
non-life-threatening injuries. Bergeson was cited
for driving under the influence of alcohol, failure
to reduce speed/too fast for conditions, and expired
registration. Bergeson was released on a notice to
appear and provided a future court date.

All individuals are considered innocent until
proven guilty.

Man arrested on outstanding warrant

POLO—OnFeb.27at1:08p.m.
Mark A. Smith, 33, Polo, was arrest-
ed for an outstanding Ogle County
warrant. Smith was transported to
the Ogle County Jail.

On Feb. 29 at 2:40 p.m. Robert

%

Bird Realty

HOMES * FARMS + COMMERCIAL

Doug Weber
815-222-5806

Doug’s got the key! Call Doug today!

Thinking of
Selling?
There are buyers

looking for homes ¥
in your area.

I can help
call me today!

Buying or selling real estate in Northern Illinois?
Call Doug at 815-222-5806 for all your real estate needs!

ROCHELLE o

VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Compassionate, quality care
for your companion.
Dr. Nicole Marquardt

Dr. Lynn Deets
Dr. Melissa Corson

+ Gas Anesthetic

+ On-site Laboratory
« Geriatric Care

+ Dentistry

www.rochellevet.com

+ Experienced Groomer
+ Boarding and Daycare
« Surgical Laser

* X-ray

Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

A. Alender, 35, Prophetstown, was
cited for operation of an uninsured
motor vehicle. Alender was released
with a notice to appear.

General calls for service for
weeks of Feb. 19-March 3: Citizen

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle ] 1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

Call:

Andrew Heiserman 815-561-2123
Christel Ackland 815-561-2153 5

Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

to advertise on the Pet of the Week Page!

complaints/assists: seven. Animal
complaints: One. Disturbance/do-
mestics: one. Fire/medical assists:
three. Alarm/open door: one. Lock
outs: four. Traffic stops: 10. County
assists: four.

(" VEW POST 8739 OFFICER ELECTION
Nominations for Post Officers

will start at the March 19, 2024
Post Meeting at 7 PM.
Officers to be nominated are:

Vo

Commander
SR. Vice Commander
JR. Vice Commander

Quartermaster
Chaplin
3 year Trustee

Nominations will remain open until the
April 16th Meeting at 7 PM when
nominations will be closed and Elections
will be held.

New Officers will take office at
the June meeting.

VFW Post #8739

1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-6851

02262024

g rooming

Trust with a Groomer is

expertise.

Please call for appointments

dach3|es to DANES

Boarding And Grooming
815-453-2843
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&
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BYRON POLICE DEPARTMENT
Man cited for operating vehicle with expired registration

BYRON — On Feb. 1, Joshua T.
Ellsworth 30, of Rockford was issued
a citation for operating a vehicle with
expired registration.

On Feb. 2, Adam A. Khouildi, 23,
of Rockford was issued a citation for
speeding.

OnFeb.3,Ronnie E. Ciganek 36, of
Kings, was issued citations for driving
whilelicense suspended and operating
a vehicle with suspended registration.

On Feb. 3, Esteban A. Ramos, 38,
of Rock Falls was issued a citation for
speeding.

OnFeb. 5, Andrew R. Miller, 26, of
Rockford was issued a citation for use
of electronic communication device
on roadway.

On Feb. 5, Justin M. Bonvallet, 45,
of Leaf River was issued a citation
for use of electronic communication
device on roadway.

On Feb. 5, Larry R. Rose, 75, of
Byron was issued a citation for use
of electronic communication device
on roadway.

OnFeb. 10,MasonD. Jennings, 21,
of Stillman Valley was issued citations
for driving under the influence of alco-
holand failure toreduce speed toavoid
an accident. Jennings was transported
to Ogle County Jail and later released.

On Feb. 11, Tamera L. Crowe,
61, of Crete was issued a citation for
speeding.

On Feb. 13, Dylan S. Scott, 20,
of Skokie was issued a citation for
speeding.

On Feb. 13, Krystan M. Koch,
32, of Byron was issued a citation
for operating a vehicle with expired
registration.

On Feb. 14, Aubrey K. Barns, 32,
of Rock Island was issued citations
for speeding and operating a vehicle
without proof of valid insurance.

On Feb. 16, Billy R. Conn, 30, of
Byronwas issued a citation for driving
while license suspended.

On Feb. 17, Yazan WM Safi 21,
of Rockford was issued a citation for
driving with asuspended registration.

On Feb. 23, Darrius K. Parker, 22,
of Rockford was issued citations for
no insurance, driving while license
suspended and operating a vehicle
with suspended registration.

OnFeb. 23, Brandon M. Tenerelli,
28, 0f Mt. Morris wasissued a citation
fordisobeyingartraffic control device.

On Feb. 24, Jeremy R. Groves,
47, of Rochelle was issued a citation
for speeding.

OnFeb. 24, David J. Stanfield, 61,
of Rockford was issued a citation for
speeding.

On Feb. 25, Jessica E. Poteet, 25,
of Loves Park was issued a citation
foroperatinga vehicle with suspended
registration.

On Feb. 28, Zachery D. Poe, 29,
of Oregon was issued a citation for
operating a vehicle with expired
registration.

Any arrests listed below are merely
accusations and the defendant is pre-
sumed innocent unless proven guilty
in a court of law.

MONDAY, MARCH 11, 2024

Byron’s Daubert
graduates from

UW-Madison

MADISON, Wis — A total of 1,966 students
received degrees from the University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison on Dec. 17, 2023, including Byron’s
Devin Daubert (college of engineering, master o
engineering)

Just more than 1,300 of them took part in the
ceremony at the Kohl Center. The ceremony was
livestreamed so that friends and family from around
the world could watch. UW issued 1,459 bachelor’s
degrees, 387 master’s degrees, and 120 doctoral
degrees.

Recycle @

Join Us at Middle Creek Presbyterian Church

Community Worship Service: 3/13/24 6:30pm
Palm Sunday 10:30am 3/24/24

Maundy Thursday Service 7pm 3/28/2- - -

EASTER SERVICE

12473 Montague Road, Winnebago
Located West of Tower Road on Montague Road

B
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BAKEY

ST. PATRICK'S

HOLIDAY CUPCAKE:
‘White or Chocolate
& et

ST. PATRICK'S DAY
SUGAR COOKIES

Sprinkled or Sugared, 12 ct.

(5.99_

ST. PATRICK’'S DAY
GLOSS ICED COOKIES
12 ct

£ .\\W‘«'ﬁi‘“‘?““ i
e
TO == L&

ORDER ot
: wﬁ& %

PISTACHIO
FLUFF

‘ HOT CORNED BEEF
BBAGE A

3/31/24

+ 4
AL
L \

- .\.‘

m@

BEA"S|BEST
USDA CHOICE
FLAT{CUT,

CORNED BEEF

USDA CHOICE
POINT, CUT;
CORNED'BEEF

'WHILE Sll"PI.ES LASTI

3.00

From The Deli
Friday, March 15
thru Sunday, March 17

BLARNEY
STONE

CAKES
2X2, 4t

b FRESH BAKED

% RYE BREAD LOAF
il Select Varieties

\
m |

IRISH SODA
BREAD LOAF

.
HICISChTITR

Kretschmar Brand
¥ CORNED
:1443

10.99+s

GERMAN
POTATO
SALAD

Green River

S0DA ..

' O’SUl.l.lVAN'S
 LAYER CAKE
' Chocolate or White
" 8 inch round

A2
HICISTHIO

Kretschmar Brand
NATURAL SWISS
CHEESE

Fresh From the Deli
8 PIECE
FRIED
CHICKEN

7 Two Each: Breast,
Legs, Thighs or Wings

5.99

h Every Friday In The Deli

ODNE P =g T

- qj] ED COD e RN R D COD

6.29 10.99

6.99

C{’f't;fﬁt’d Angrt;‘ ;Beegf“ l§ brand
BONELESS
ARM POT

ROAST

4.99.

|

i

Wholey Brand

BREADED

LOBSTER
-—BITES

Frozen

Wholey Brand
BREADED
SHRIMP

Frozen
10 oz

Wholey Brand
. TUNA
SKEWERS

~~Frozen
16 oz

P

& 8%

4.99.

www.sullivansfoods.net

Sullwons Foods mcludmg 101 E HWY 64, MT. MORRIS 815. 734 6868 | OPEN 6: 30A TO 9P 74 DAYS A WEEK

Available at all 11
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LOCAL NEWS

Otto Dick Speaks to Oregon LlOIlS

OREGON —On Feb.
22, local historian Otto
Dick spoke to the Oregon
Lions during their regular
meeting at the VFW in
Oregon.

Otto gave abriefhisto-
ry of the life of Abraham
Lincoln and his visit to
Oregon which preceded
the presidential election
in November of 1856.

Lincoln had no formal
education but, thanks to
his stepmother encourag-
ing him to read from an
early age, he developed
the skills that enabled him
to become an esteemed
statesman and ultimately
the 16th President of the
United States, serving
two terms in that office.

Otto Dick identified
to actual location where
Lincoln spoke during a
political rally on Aug. 16,

g

gCountless

From Ieft to rlght Otto Dick and Oregon Lions’Vice
President Lion Dr. Tom Champley. (Courtesy photo)

1856. A stone commemo-
rating that event still sits
on private property in the
City of Oregon. Accord-
ing to historical records,
“He spoke with “logic,
power and eloquence.”
and caught the attention
ofthe large crown attend-

Best Wishes

March 21, 2024

100 Years

ROBERT (BOB) CHAMBERLIN TURNS 100!

It's a special time for our Uncle, Bob Chamberlin, as he reaches the
incredible milestone of turning 100 on March 21! His century of wisdom
and grace has enriched our lives beyond measure.

If you wish to send Bob a birthday card you can do so at Liberty Court,
124 Liberty Ct., Dixon, IL 61021.

Robert (Bob) Chamberlin

Cletating

ing that political rally.

Oregon Lions have en-
joyedseveral entertaining
and informative programs
given by Otto Dick and
appreciate the wealth of
knowledge that he has
shared over his years as
our local historian.

03112024

giTihe)0therSite Boutinue)

County electronics recycling
event is March 22

OREGON — The Ogle County
Solid Waste Management Department
(OCSWMD) will be hosting a resi-
dential electronics recycling event
on Friday, March 22 from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. at 909 Pines Road in Oregon.

This event is for Ogle County
residents only and a free permit is
required in advance of the event. To
obtain a free permit call 815-732-4020
or email solidwaste@oglecountyil.
gov and provide your name, address,
phone number and email address by 4
p.m. on Thursday, March 21.

Accepted items include all tele-
visions and computer monitors,
computers, computer hardware and
cables, laptops, tablets, cell phones,
printers, FAX machines, scanners,
shredders (no tubs), copiers, video
gaming equipment, DVD/VCR’s, ca-
ble/satellite boxes, stereo equipment,
radios, digital clocks, cameras, calcu-

lators, phone systems, holiday light
strands, extension cords, rechargeable
batteries, printer ink cartridges, CD/
DVDs and CFL bulbs. Microwave
ovens accepted for $5 per unit. Cash
or check accepted.

Limitseven (7) large or bulky items
per permit and one permit per county
household per month. Business or
institutional electronic materials not
accepted at these events. Business or
institutional electronics are accepted
by the OCSWMD via a separate pro-
gram. Call the number above for more
information and pricing for business
electronic recycling, and to make an
appointment for drop off of the ma-
terials to be recycled.

For more information about this re-
cycling event call the OCSWMD at the
number above, visit www.oglecounty-
il.gov, or on Facebook at Ogle County
Solid Waste Management Dept.

~ All-You-Can-"
# Eat Pancake
_ Breakfast!

¢ $6ages 13+
 $4 for; 12 &

31 03112024

Byron Forest Preserve Heritage Farm
8059 North River Road, Byron, IL 61010
815-234-8535 | www.byronforestpreserve.com

\
R
-

FREE Tour the farm, tapped
trees, working
evaporator and equipment

snring Open House
March 15 open 9-5
March 16 open 9-3

Garden Rarty
April 26 open9-9
April 27 open9-4

300 Mix Street * Oregon, IL 61061 * 815-732-2969
[i Check out our Facebook page for all the latest details. r@
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CHAMPAIGN
While it wasn’t the sto-
rybook ending that Byron
was hoping for, the Tigers
are returning home from
Champaign with a state
trophy in boys basketball
for the first time ever.

Looking to rebound
from a 50-42 loss against
Benton in the ITHSA
2A State Semifinals on
Thursday evening, Byron
returned to the State Farm
Center court later that
night for the third-place
game against the Wil-
liamsville Bullets, who
fell to Chicago Phillips
in the semifinals. Behind
an explosive first-quar-
ter shooting effort from
sophomore Cason New-
ton, who drilled four
3-pointers to start the
game, Byron secured the
third-place trophy with a
62-48 win.

The victory concludes
a tremendous 2023-24
season for the Tigers (31-
3, 8-1BigNorthern), who
won the Big Northern
Conference before taking

I'm glad that | was a part of
this season because there
aren’t many teams that get to
experience this. Doing this as a
sophomore was very exciting
and | still have two more years,
so I'm excited to see what
happens in those two years.”

home the IHSA 2A Ge-
noa-Kingston Regional
and IHSA 2A Mendota
Sectional titles. Byron
also claimed the IHSA
2A Sterling Super Sec-
tional crown, marking the
program’s first super sec-
tional victory in school
history. The 31 victories
are the most in a single
season for the Tigers,
whose history spans over
a century.

“We knew this was the
last time we’d be able to
play with our friends,”
Newton said. “I love all
ofthe seniorsand I’ve had
so much fun with them
throughout the season.

RE/MAX@

of Rock Valley

511 S. Congress Avenue, Polo

Cason Newton

We came out and had
fun in our last game and
I’'m glad we did that... |
just went out there and
played with confidence.
I was frustrated after our
first game and we knew
we had to come out with
more energy.”

Newton’s 3-point bar-
rage in the opening quar-
ter sparked the offense
for the Tigers, who only
made one triple in their
loss to the Rangers in
the semifinals. Byron
held an 18-14 lead over
Williamsville (26-11,
5-4 Sangamo) entering
the second quarter, where
the Tigers held steady

mf 1al )

$175,000 Call Lori

745 N. Ottawa Avenue, Dixon

$129,900 Call Carla

ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS HERE!

Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Chris @ 815-732-2156 or
email cgrimm@oglecountylife.com

Byron’s Jack Hlveley pushes the basketball past
Williamsville’s Reid Bodine. (Photo by Russell

Hodges)

and overcame a strong
effort from Bullet guard
Brayden Saling, who
scored 22 total points.
“I’ve learned a lot this
season, both as a person
and as a basketball play-
” Newton said. “These
seniors mean a lot to me
and I’ve never had better

friends in my entire life.
I’velearned so much from
them and I’m excited for
the future. I’'m glad that I
was a part of this season
because there aren’t many
teams that get to experi-
ence this. Doing this as
a sophomore was very
exciting and I still have

FEBRUARY TOP PERFORMER!

<CARIABENE

;TOP’G_[II'SIN'ES' Y
. TOP PERFORMER: = : =

: % l !wnacat, Dixon

$525,000 Call Rebecca
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ird place State finish ends Tigers’ season

two more years, so I'm
excited to see what hap-
pens in those two years.”
Byron took a 31-25
halftime lead into the
third quarter, where senior
guard Ryan Tucker had
the hot hand from beyond
the arc, knocking down a
flurry of 3-pointers. The
IHSA 2A All-State First
Team honoree canned six
3-pointers in the game,
finishing with a team-
high 24 points against the
Bullets. On the defensive
end, Byron held Saling
in check and limited
Williamsville to just sev-
en third-quarter points,
allowing the Tigers to
balloon their lead to 49-
32 after three quarters.
“I felt like we just
wanted to come out and
have fun,” Tucker said.
“This was the last time
I was going to play with
these guysand I’ve played
with them since [ moved
to Byron in sixth grade.
Having that in the back
of my mind gave us the
extra edge. We just went
out there and had fun.”

See BYRON page 2
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2452 W. lll Route 26, Polo
$398,000 Call Lori

Original character of this home has been well preserved. If
you love hardwood floors and original trim, this is for you.
This house has 5 bedrooms and 2 full bathrooms on the
upper level. There are 2 staircases between the first and
second floors. The first floor has an eat-in kitchen with lots
of built in cabinetry with glass doors. First floor has a formal
living room with a fireplace, dining room open to the family
room and family room open to the kitchen. Large first floor
laundry with 1/2 bath. Windows are double panes. Covered
porch in the front, covered deck in the back and large
enclosed porch as well. Lot is 100x 165 and the backyard is
fenced. Don’t miss this one!

812 Main Street, Ashton
$215,000 Call Boone

Ralphie and Lulu’s Bar & Restaurant is being offered for
sale! Here is your chance to own a piece of property in
downtown Ashton with a well-established bar and grill.
Locals love Ralphie and Lulu’s along with other regulars
that travel from afar. Known for the great atmosphere
and delicious food, this business is being sold completely
turnkey! The sale includes the real estate along with

all equipment. The building has ample storage, a large
kitchen, and an apartment upstairs. If you have always
dreamed of owning a bar, do not miss your chance to call
this successful bar and grill yours!

Mark True
815-631-1699

g

Carla Benesh
815-985-6235

9. 36,50

Lori Peterson
815-973-2180

So much to offer! This charming home in Dixon located
offers 3 bedrooms, 2 baths on a large corner lot that offers
loads of room with a very large kitchen and living room!
Newer roof, Newer updated LVT flooring and carpeting,
updated vinyl replacement windows. There’s a main floor
bedroom with 2 bedrooms on the upper level. Separate
detached 2 car garage for both of your vehicles! Charming
and cozy throughout, you can move right in! Located close
to | -88 for easy Interstate access. Close to restaurants,
shopping, city parks, Rock River and more!

}c

\\

000 N. Pointe Road, Rochelle

$985,000 Call Rebecca
RARE OPPORUNITY, 6.55 ACRES WITH DEVELOPMENT
OPPORUNITY ADJACENT TO THE ROCHELLE WAL-
MART! Discover the endless potential for growth and
development in Rochelle, IL by purchasing this investment
property. This site offers several access points and is
located in a thriving retail and mixed use development area.
Utilities are located nearby and it is zoned for commercial
development. Easy access and high visibility. Call for more
information today.

JD Gieson
815-677-1873

Boone Lockard

815-970-3506 815-677-8656

Carrie Rowland Jenny Kirchner

$5,000 CLOSING CREDIT BEING OFFERED TO A BUYER WITH
AN ACCEPTED OFFER BY APRIL 1ST! Original owner, meticulously
maintained, 4 bedroom, 3.5 bathroom, was built by S & D Construction
is perfectly situated on a 2.85 landscaped lot with just over 4,000
square feet of living space. Bursting with curb appeal the moment
you approach up the circle driveway and admire the Trex dining lining
the front of the home, gorgeous landscaping including mature trees,
retaining walls and brick patio pavers. Main floor is spacious with

an eat in kitchen, living room, family room, formal dining room and
breakfast nook. There is also a dedicated laundry room and plenty of
storage. Upstairs you will find a grand master suite with updated en
suite bathroom and custom walk-in closet. There are also 3 additional
bedrooms and a full bath. Walk out, lower level boasts a large family
room, second kitchen, updated full bathroom with tile walk in shower
and exercise room. Attached and heated 2 car garage with basement
entrance. There is also a detached, heated 2 car garage with bonus
room for extra storage. Backyard and walk out lower level both have
expansive brick paver patios with a pergola and built in gas grill for
entertaining. This is the home that you have envisioned building for a

912 Main Street, Ashton
$199,900 Call JD Gieson

Turn-key bar downtown Ashton with a ton of potential. This
2600 sq foot property offers an array of features that makes
it a desirable opportunity for owners/investors. Featuring

a new roof in 2023, fenced in patio area, connected
banquet room offering plenty of hospitality for events,

and a spacious back room ready to build out for a kitchen
space... opportunity is endless. Included with the property
is an array of equipment, tables, chairs, signs, coolers, pool
table, and more! Step right in and make it yours, today.

Boundless opportunities await with this rural set real estate
and business. Located on the intersection of two highways,
Rte 26 and Rte 64, smack dab between Forreston, Polo,
and a stone’s throw from Mt. Morris, There’s plenty of
traffic from bikers to truckers, to from the Rock River to
the Mississippi. You can forget city regulations and have
creative freedom to make this a music venue, biker bar,
heck, you could make it a biker dance hall! There’s TONS
of room inside for pool tables, slots, a stage, you name
it. There’s a fully functional kitchen, lots of basement
storage, and 3 residential rental units on the second floor
as well. The lot itself has plenty of room to expand as you
wish. With 3.21 acres to work with, you could have a beer

30,20 e sn - Joisp

210 N. 3rd Street, Oregon

$175,000 Call Rebecca
3 FAMILY, 3 TIMES THE INCOME! Currently generating
$1,850 a month in rental income, if you are looking to
expand your investments and income in 2024, look no
further! Fully occupied with great tenants, this 3 family
apartment offers : 2 units with 2 beds/1.5 baths and laundry
in unit along with a studio apartment. Both 2 bedroom
units have updates including flooring, bathrooms, hot
water heater and a furnace. Tenant pays electric and gas.
Landlord pays water bill. Call for more information!

, 606 E Washington St., Oregon, IL
»- A¥ 5 114 E Everett, Dixon, IL

)\ [

Josie Kuss

815-440-2145 815-994-1079

RockValleyProperties.com

Ashley Patterson
815-291-6308

ﬂ,’«..,

Taylor Miller
815-751-8943

Jen
T73-849-3522

Becky Adams
815-509-5837

Jenn Goley
630-732-6858

Stephanie Wendt
815-985-2055

Jamie Pendergrass
815-243-4310

Erin Spence
815-262-5555

Casey Cline
217-840-8855

Merri Cruz
815-988-7947
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The Byron High School boys basketball team took third place in the IHSA 2A State Championship tournament in Champaign on Thursday. Byron defeated Williams-

ville 62-48 to finish the 2023-24 season with a 31-3 record. (Photo by Russell Hodges)

BYRON: Tigers finish season run with third place finish

From page 1

Tucker’s final statline
included five assists and
four rebounds for the Ti-
gers, who led by as many
as 20 points in the fourth
quarter until both teams
unloaded their benches
over the final minutes.
Newton finished with 17
points and four rebounds,
while senior forward Jack
Hiveley added seven
points and five rebounds
in the win. Sophomore
forward Caden Considine
chipped in seven points
off the bench. Byron will
lose seven seniors from its
third-place winning roster
including four starters in
Tucker and Hiveley as
well as Carson Buser and
Braylon Kilduff.

“We got a taste of the
state tournament and
I hope that sticks with
the guys who’re coming
back,” Tucker said. “My
advice for them is to stay
inthe gymand [ know that
guys like Cason [Newton]
and Caden [Considine]
will hold it down and win
some games next year.
This was a memorable
season and this journey
was something I’ll re-
member for the rest of
my life.”

Semifinals

The Byron Tigers held
a brief one-point lead
early in the fourth quarter
of their IHSA 2A Boys
Basketball State Semifinal
game against the Benton
Rangers on Thursday
evening.

Senior guard Ryan
Tucker drove to the basket
for a contested layup that
gave Byron a 37-36 lead
over Benton with about
Six minutes remaining in
the game. But the Tigers

Byron’s Caden Considine drives underneath Williams-
ville’s Reid Bodine. (Photo by Russell Hodges)

were unable to hold off
the Rangers and 6-foot-8
forward Docker Tedeschi,
who drained a fadeaway
3-pointer that sparked a
late Benton run and en-
abled the Rangers to edge
the Tigers 50-42. The loss
moved Byron (30-3, 8-1
Big Northern) into the
third-place game against
the Williamsville Bullets.

“It’s tough to have
our worst shooting per-
formances on one of the
biggest stages, but to
come back and lead by
one shows our heart,”
said Tucker, one of the
five IHSA 2A All-State
First Team honorees this
season. “We knew that
our defense would turn
them over a little bit and
we forced a turnover that
helped us take the lead
late. Our defense has been
a staple for us all season
and we didn’t turn them
overas much as we wanted
to. I think that played in
their favor.”

Tedeschi fueled the
Ranger offense during

the first quarter, where
the IHSA 2A All-State
First Team honoree scored
sevenofhis 14 points, with
most of his points coming
around the rim. Benton’s
Evan Munozdrained a pair
of corner triples in the first
half, helping the Rangers
command a 19-14 over
the Tigers after the buzzer
sounded at the end of the
opening quarter.

“We felt coming in that
we couldn’t let them run
all of their offensive sets
and we thought we could
do that through our ball
pressure,” head coach
Matt Huels said. “We
stopped turning them over
late in the second half and
the game was played more
at their pace. We had 56
shots and with these kids,
we’re likely not going to
score 42 points. It was an
off shooting night.”

Despite a slow start on
the defensive end, Byron
cranked up its ball pres-
sure as the game moved
forward. But the Tigers
struggled to finish shots

around the basket, as the
6-foot-8 forward Tedeschi
proved to be a deterrent
with 10 defensive re-
bounds and six blocked
shots. Byron finished just
1-for-13 from 3-point
range and shot 30.3 per-
cent from the field despite
taking 56 total shots to 39
total shots for the Rangers,
who made 46.1 percent of
their shots.

“It’satough setup since
our kids have to go right
back out there and play
for third place,” Huels
said. “Idon’thaveadoubt,
though, that our kids will
be ready and we’re for-
tunate to have one more
chance to rebound and be
one of two teams in our
class who ends the year
with a win.”

Inabattle of No. 1 seed-
ed teams, Benton (33-3,
9-0 Southern Illinois Riv-
er-to-River) held a 30-23
halftime lead over Byron,
with Isaac Billington scor-

ingninefirst-halfpoints for
the Rangers. The Tigers
made a second-half push
to claim the lead, leaning
on senior guard Carson
Buser, who found success
attacking the basket. Buser
led all Byron players with
16 points and helped the
Tigers bring Benton within
one point, 36-35, after
three quarters.

“We weren’t able to
turn them over early and
I thought they were able
to slow the game down,”
Buser said. “We played
at more of their pace and
we play better when we’re
shooting the ball well, but
we didn’t do that tonight.
We were able to keep it
close because we can still
get to the basket, even
when we’re not shooting
it well. I trust everyone in
this room to go out there
and play their best at all
times. It was a tough loss,
unfortunately, especially
as one of our seniors.”

Asthepaceofthe game
slowed down, Tucker’s
layup early in the fourth
quarter allowed Byron
to hold a one-point lead,
but a 7-3 run from the
Rangers over the next
two minutes quickly
swung momentum back
to the Benton side. The
Rangers clinched their
win from the free-throw
line, where they finished
8-for-12 in the game.
Benton advances to take
on Chicago Phillips for the
state championship, which
will be played at 1 p.m. on
Saturday at the State Farm
Center.

Billingtonledall scorers
with 18 points on the Ben-
ton side. Tucker totaled 10
points forthe Tigers, while
senior forward Jack Hive-
ley finished with eight
points and a team-high
10 rebounds. Sophomore
forward Caden Considine
added seven points and six
rebounds.

Byron’s Ryan Tucker looks to make a move around Williamsville’s Brayden Scott.

(Photo by Russell Hodges)
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815.562.3838
www.holcomb.bank

Rochelle | New Milford | Creston | Byron

HolcombRank

WHERE RELATIONSHIPS MATTER

Tyer!

Stillman

GO BYRON
TIGERS!

www.stillmanbank.com
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815-562-8754

www.tesscrulllaw.com

BYRON TIGERS!

1090 N 7th St., Rochelle, IL 61068 BRANDON T. GECAN
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Tigers take Super Sectional win

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

STERLING — The
Byron Tigers have smoth-
ered opponents with their
defense throughout the
postseason, butit was their
balance and efficiency on
offense that fueled their
effort during Monday’s
[HSA 2A Super Sectional
Boys Basketball Cham-
pionship at Sterling High
School.

Only a weekend re-
moved from winning their
first sectional champion-
ship since 2007, the Tigers
walked into a raucous
Musgrove Fieldhouse
ready to take on Chicago
Latin and seek out their
first super sectional title in
program history. Behind
28 points from standout
senior guard Ryan Tucker
and an eight-assist outing
from senior guard Carson
Buser, Byron shotover61
percent from the field and
drained half of its 3-point
shots to cruise over the
Romans for a 85-71 win.

It’s the first-ever super
sectional championship
for the Tigers (30-2, 8-1
Big Northern), whose
history in boys basketball
spans over a century.
Byron will advance to
compete in the THSA
2A State Championship
tournament, which begins
with the semifinals on
Thursday and concludes
with the final round on
Saturday at the State Farm
Center in Champaign.
The Tigers will play at
3:45 p.m on Thursday
against Benton, who won
over Teutopolis in the su-
per sectional round.

“Since we started play-
ing in the summer, [ knew
that we had the right
guys,” Buser said. “We
played alot of games over
the summer and we’re
getting the job done right
now, too. We like games
like this where there’s
a lot of running up and
down the floor. Anytime
we’re able to push the
ball down the floor, we’re
going to have a lot of
players scoring the ball...
Basketball is a game of
runs and we knew those
would go both ways, but
we were always able to
regroup when they made
their runs. Our coaches
got on us toward the end
and [ think that fueled us.”

Byron made its pres-
ence known throughout
the first quarter, where
sophomore guard Cason
Newton drained two ofhis
team-high four 3-pointers
inthe game. Chicago Lat-
in (22-11, 12-0 Indepen-
dent) struggled against
Byron’s three-quarter
court pressure early on,
with the Tigers inter-

.

Russell Hodges)

cepting errant passes
and creating fastbreak
opportunities that led to
easy layups.

“This group has ac-
complished so much and
it means a lot for our kids
from when we were an
eight-win program a few
years ago,” Byron head
coach Matt Huels said.
“I thought we had some
better matchups and
[Mbouombouo] didn’t
guard Ryan [Tucker] to
start the game and Ryan
was able to get going
early... They made their
run, but we made enough
stops to be successful.”

Byron’s combination
of efficient scoring and
tough defense allowed the
Tigerstotakea28-15lead
entering the second quar-
ter, where the Romans
brought Byron within
single digits behind a
strong effort from guard
Ryan Mbouombouo, who
led Chicago Latin with
25 points on Monday.
Mbouombouo spearhead-
ed the charge for the
Romans in the first half,
putting home seven field
goals, including four in
the second quarter, from
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“This is a group that has found a way to win
every game...We found good matchups and the
kids made shots”

the mid-range area and
under the basket.
Despite trailing 41-32
at halftime, the Romans
made multiple brief runs
throughout the second
half, where Chicago Latin
came within as few as four
points of tying the score.
But the Tigers had an
answer for each of those
runs, as Byron leaned on
its senior stars including
Tucker and forward Jack
Hiveley, who finished
with 21 points, seven
rebounds and four as-
sists. Tucker added three
rebounds and three assists
for the Tigers, who led
60-51 after three quarters.
“All of the unseen
hours we’ve put in are
paying off,” Tucker said.
“We’ve heard a lot of
talk about teams trying
to upsetus, but we’ve just
put our heads down and
locked in. We’ve prov-
en ourselves as history
makers... [ wanted to be

Byron’s Caden Considine attempts a free throw. (Pho-

to by Russell Hodges)
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Byron’s Carson Buser is guarded by Chicago Latin’s Brendan Berman. (Photo by
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aggressive and I didn’t
want to settle for threes.
This was our best game
to date and to play our
best game in such a big
environment, it means
everything to us. We
knew [Latin] had some
athletic players and we
knew they could get into
transition. We knew we
had to counter that and
we just played our style
of basketball.”

The Tigers overcame
some foul trouble in the

\t’mu 7
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Matt Huels

third quarter, as Chicago
Latin forced its way into
the bonus with its of-
fensive rebounding and
dribble-drives to the bas-
ket. While the Romans
went 6-for-6 from the
free-throw line during
the third quarter and
11-for-12 in the second
half, Byron’s fastbreak
scoring and methodical
half-court offense was
too much to come back
from.

Four Tigers finished

The Byron High School
boys basketball team
defeated Chicago Latin
85-71 on Monday to win

WY the IHSA 2A Sterling

Super Sectional
Championship. It’s

| Byron’s first super

sectional title in
program history. (Photo
by Russell Hodges)

in double figures includ-
ing sophomore forward
Caden Considine, who
stepped up with 13 points
and two rebounds off the
bench in Monday’s win.
Newton added 17 points
for the Tigers, who will
travel to Champaign later
this week eyeing their first
state title.

“This is a group that
has found a way to win
every game,” Huels said.
“We weren’t shooting the
ball great coming in, but
they’ve found ways on de-
fense to limit teams from
making runs. We were
able to run our offensive
sets tonight. We found
good matchups and the
kids made shots.”

Byron’s Cason Newton is guarded by Chicago Latin’s Nicholas Rotter. (Photo by
Russell Hodges)

o AU Blacktor
ey s

+*Installation of NEW Blacktop
Parking Lots & Driveways

+Commercial & Residential

*Driveway Additions
*Blacktop Repairs/Patching
+Sealcoating/Crack Filling

March Savings! Sign up
NOW for 2024 Season!

Serving Ogle, Boone & Winnebago County for over 35 years

819-234-4111

» 819-234-2225

www.kingblacktop.com

BBB

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Call For
Your FREE
Estimate

3499 E Tower Ro
P0 Box 652
Byron, IL 61010
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Tigers take down Princeton to claim
Sectlonal Champlonshlp title

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

MENDOTA — As it
has done throughout the
entire postseason, Byron’s
defense was the deciding
factor on the evening of
March 1 when the No. 1
seeded Tigersbattled the No.
4 seeded Princeton Tigers
in the IHSA 2A Mendota
Sectional Boys Basketball
Championship.

Inabattle ofthe Tigers, it
was theunderdog Princeton
who took control early in
the first half, where they
controlled the offensive
glass and leaned on 6-foot-
6 forward Noah LaPorte,
who hammered home a
pair of slam dunks and
snagged multiple offen-
sive rebounds. But Byron
proved to be the strongest
in the end, as the Tigers
stifled Princeton with their
three-quarter court pressure
andtook the game overwith
aseries of layups and points
off turnovers.

Byron held Princeton to
just four points in the third
quarter and continued to
extend its lead in the fourth
quarter, where the Tigers
surged ahead by as many
as 20 points and ultimately
cruised to a 59-43 win on
Friday. It’s Byron’s first sec-
tional championship since
2007, when the Tigers went
29-2 and reached the Elite
Eight under former head
coach Ryan Webber.

“Our kids have done a
great job of adapting on the
fly and executing our game
plans,” Byron head coach
Matt Huels said. “We’ve
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The Byron High School boys basketball team defeated Princeton 59-43 on Friday to win the IHSA 2A Mendota Sectional Championship.
It's Byron’s first sectional title since 2007. (Photo by Russell Hodges)

really gottenourball pressure
going and that’s created a lot
ofturnovers. Weheld[Noah]
LaPorte to five points in the
second half and that was a
collective effort by our kids
whowereguardinghiminthe
man-to-mandefense. We’ve
been able to make these runs
during our games because
our kids have bought in on
the defensive end.”

Byron (29-2, 8-1 Big
Northern) trailed early in the
game,astheTigersstruggled
to hold the Princeton Tigers
(17-16,7-3 Three Rivers)off
on the interior, where they
scorednearlyall oftheirfirst-
halfpoints. Despite entering
the second quarter trailing

13-9, Byron fought its way
back into the game behind a
strong defensive effortinthe
three-quarter court setting,
where the Tigers used their
length to deflect passes and
generate steals that led to
easy layups.

“It feels awesome and
we had a lot of fun tonight,”
sophomore guard Cason
Newton said. “I’'m very
proud of our team and we’re
just going to keep going...
Wehadtobox themoutinthe
second halfand weknew that
all five of us on the court had
to rebound. We played with
more energy in the second
half and we won the game
because we were able to

WESTERN ILLINOIS
AUGUST 315

OOTBALL

CHEDULE

@ NOTRE DAME
SEPTEMBER 7™

BUFFALO
SEPTEMBER 2157

@ NC STATE
SEPTEMBER 28T

UMASS
OCTOBER 5™

@ BOWLING GREEN
OCTOBER 12™

TOLEDO
OCTOBER 19™ ,omecominG

@ BALL STATE
OCTOBER 26™

@ WESTERN MICHIGAN
NOVEMBER 6™

AKRON
NOVEMBER 13™

push the ball. We’re so long
on defense and when we’re
getting steals, our opponents
become flustered by it.”

A buzzer-beating layup
from senior guard Ryan
Tucker, who led Byron
with 26 points on 12 made
field goals including 11
layups, allowed the Tigers
to edge Princeton 24-23 at
halftime. Byron opened the
third quarter on an 8-2 run,
forcing a Princeton timeout
as the energy in the orange
bleachers began to take
over the gymnasium. Byron
outscored Princeton 14-4 in
the third quarter to take their
first double-digit lead of the
game, 38-27, entering the
fourth quarter.

Unlike Wednesday’s
semifinal game against
No. 3 seed Riverdale, who
mounted a briefrally behind
an 11-0 run late in the sec-
ond half, Byron dominated
the fourth quarter, with the
Tigers continuing to deflect
passes and force Princeton
turnovers with their ball
pressure. The defense led
to more runouts and easy
layups forplayers like Tuck-
er and senior forward Jack
Hiveley, who finished with
16pointsincluding 12 points
in the second half to clinch
the sectional win.

“We’re trying to make
history,” Hiveley said. “We
didn’tstartthe gamehowwe
wanted to, but we calmed
ourselvesdowninthesecond
half and we were able to

Byron’s Ryan Tucker drives around Princeton’s
Jordan Reinhardt. (Photo by Russell Hodges)

put them away. We talked
aboutreboundingathalftime
and we knew that we all
needed to rebound because
they were hurting us on the
boards. We did a better job
in the second half and that’s
how we were able to win.
We’ve shut teams down
with ourdefense throughout
the postseason and we have
a great press in the front-
court. We didn’t shoot great
tonight, butwedefendedand
we finished at the rim.”
Newton chipped in six
points and senior forward
Braylon Kilduff added four
first-quarter points for the
Tigers, who will advance to
the IHSA 2A Sterling Super
Sectional on Monday at 7
p.m. Byron will face either
Chicago Latin or Chicago
Christ the King in the Elite

Eight round.

The Tigers are seeking
to make more history on
Monday, as Byron has never
won a super sectional game
inthe program’s history. The
Tigers made their last super
sectional appearance during
the 2006-07 season, when
Byron fell 43-30 against
Granville Putnam County.

“We talked at halftime
about how we didn’t want
this to be our last 16 minutes
of basketball because we
decided not to rebound,”
Huels said. “I thought kids
like Jack [Hiveley], Caden
[Considine] and Braylon
[Kilduff] did a great job
and our guards were get-
ting down there too. Our
reboundswerewhatallowed
us to start our transition
offense.”

TAX PREPARAT]ION T]IM]E

Brown’s Tax Service
Carolyn Brown
Jade Brown

05“

@ MIAMI (OH)
NOVEMBER 19™

Marilyn Oropeza @ @\/ % T%

STD. 2022

CENTRAL MICHIGAN
NOVEMBER 30™

HOME AWAY

SEASON TICKETS
ON SALE NOW!

Visit niuhuskies.com/tickets
or call 815-753-PACK(7225).

BKO

Let the BEST TAK
PROFESSIONALS in the BEST TAK
OFFICE in OGLE COUNTY prepare

your 2023 taxes!

02122024

Contact Us For Your 1099 Forms

361 IL Route 38 | Rochelle, IL
815-561-6861 | carolyn@brownstaxoffice.com | www.brownstaxoffice.com

To be included in the Tax Preparation Time Guide call:

Chris Ackland
815-561-2153

Chris Grimm
815-561-2125

Andrew Heiserman
815-561-2123
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The Byron High School varsity wrestling team fell 48-28 against Marian Central
Catholic in the IHSA 1A Dual Sectional at Newman Central Catholic on Tuesday.
Above is a photo from the team'’s IHSA 1A Individual Regional title at BHS in early
February. (Courtesy photo)

Wrestlers fall at Dual Sectionals

STERLING — The Byron High
School varsity wrestling team faced off
with Marian Central Catholic during the
IHSA 1A Dual Sectional meetat Newman
Central Catholic on Tuesday. The Tigers
fellto the Hurricanes 48-28, with six Byron

Tigers read to

grade-schoolers
Members of the Byron
High School Tiger and
Lady Tiger basket-
ball programs spent

to claim the 215-pound and 285-pound
matchups. Byron forfeited the 106-pound
boutto Marian Central’s Chandler Gardner.

Anthony Alanis gave the Hurricanes a
27-15 lead with a fall over Damien Pala-
cios inthe 113-pound bout. Jackson Norris

time reading to local
grade-schoolers on
Friday, Feb. 16.
(Courtesy photos)

athletes earning victories in the match.
Marian Central held an 18-0 lead over
the first three bouts. Jimmy Mastny and
Nicolas Astacio recorded falls over By-
ron’s Jacob Ross and Carsen Behn in the
157-pound and 175-pound bouts, while
Max Astacio added a win by a forfeit in
the 165-pound bout for the Hurricanes.
The Tigers answered with three straight
wins from Kyle Jones, Jarett Ross and Jared
Claunch. Jonesscoreda 10-5 decision over
Dan French in the 190-pound bout before
Ross and Claunch notched back-to-back
falls over Owen Neuzil and Kaleb Eckman

fired back for the Tigers, securing a 9-4
decision against Marian Central’s Josiah
Perez. The Hurricanes sealed their dual
win with three consecutive wins over the
next three bouts. Brayden Tenuissen and
Vance Williams each received forfeits
for the 126-pound and 138-pound bouts,
while Andrew Alvarado earned a fall in
the 132-pound bout.

Byron took the last two bouts Tuesday,
with Will Julian recording a third-period
fall against Josh Gawronski at 144 and
Brody Stientotaling a 19-5 majordecision
over Connor Cassels at 150.

Hawks compete at IKWF North Sec-

tional

The Oregon Hawk Wrestling Club competed in
the IKWF North Sectional at Rochelle on Satur-
day, March 2. Two individuals qualified for the
IKWF Bantam & Intermediate State Champion-
ship at the Decatur Civic Center. Kolten Lowe
took third in the Boys Intermediate 84 Division,
| while Draven Bock took third in the Boys Inter-
mediate 98 Division. (Courtesy photo)

AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY

ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH
624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor: Janet Wold
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am. A recording of each Sunday's
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in the
day. Communion is served every Sunday. Sunday School for ages 3 through
Adult is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation studies
for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 10:00 am.
Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom. In person Bible
Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday afternoon at
1:30 pm. Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; quilters meet twice
monthly. Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.org or call the church
office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NextGen/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children’s Ministry Director: Katie Dodd
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Minisiry Wednesdays
at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more defails .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm MondaysThursdays

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. 2nd St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 - Fr. Richard Rosinski.
Weekday Masses: Tuesday - Friday 7:30am, Weekend Masses: Sat. 5:00 pm,
Sun. 8:00 am and 9:30 am, Reconciliation: Fri. 8:00 am - 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30
pm - 4:30 pm or by app. Eucharist Adoration Fri. 8-9am
www.sainfmaryinbyron.org secretary@saintmaryinbyron.org

SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH
NEW LOCATION! Jarrett Prairie Center 7993 N. River Rd., Byron Phone 963-
5216 Rev. Michael Axmark, Pastor.Discover Time 9:30 a.m., Fellowship 10:15
a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m.
Mailing Address: P.0. Box 838, Byron, IL 61010

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777
Email: uch@comeast.net
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportunities:
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru Sth grade) 9:30 -10:15am
(offee & fellowship time: 9:30am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am
Spark Youth Group (for ages 6th grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, Spm-7pm
For complete minisiry schedule and other acfivities, please check our website or
Facebook page or contact the church office.
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here!

BEACON HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
“Building Faith for Life”
6467 N. German Church Rd., Byron, IL - Ph. (815) 246-2685 - beaconhillbyron.

org
Mailing Address: P.0. Box 448, Byron, IL 61010

Pastor: Gary Corfese

Service Times: Sundays at 10AM; Wednesday night Faith-Lift at 6:30PM
Find us on Facebook/Beacon Hill Assembly of God

CHANA

CHANA UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Josh Brown, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-7683.
(E-mail address: chanaumc@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each
month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open Minds-Open Doors.

DAVIS JUNCTION

DAVIS JUNCTION
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors © “God's Heart in Our Community”
Located in town on Rt. 72  Our Pastor is Rev. Keith Kelsey-Powell Sunday
Services: Worship 10:30am, Childrens time during Worship Service.
Fellowship following the Worship Service each Sunday. Communion the first
Sunday of the month. Potluck luncheon following Worship every 4th Sunday,
except in the summer months of June, July and August. Various small groups
meet throughout the month. For more information about the small groups please
call 298-2310. AA meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm and Saturdays at 9am. For more
information please visit our website WWW.DJUMC.ORG

BYRON ______DIXON |

LOST LAKE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
Pastor Bob Clardie 8:30am Sunday School
815-535-6990 9:30am Church Service
90 W. Flagg Road www.lostlakechurch.org
Dixon IL 61021

FORRESTON

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott Ralston
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL Phone: 815-938-2380
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adulf, 10:15 am.
God is Good, All the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

ST. JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Karen Tews
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Qutreach
and Welcome” in a beautiful rural setting.
Everyone is cordially invited fo be with us.

LEAF RIVER

ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH
9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047  Ph:815-541-4863 Sunday
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am
VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Live Sermon Streaming: Sundays at 10:00 AM af www.facebook.com/
LEAFRIVERBC/
Archived Sermons on our YouTube channel: Leaf River Baptist Church (Until
further nofice)
9:30 Church Service. Nursery available, 11:00 Sunday school for all ages.
Nursery available
6941 N Mt Morris Rd, Leaf River, IL 61047
815-738-2205 leafriverbc@gmail.com

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH - LCMS
immanuelindenwood.org (for sermons, events, efc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500 o office@immanuellindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 10am;
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pasfor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanueklindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH

101 N Galena st, P.0 box 67, Lindenwood IL

Regular worship service Sundays at 10:00am with fellowship following.

Tuesdays 10:00 am Sr Exercise! Lunch afterwards. Thursdays 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Library time. Snacks and coffee.

Everyone is welcome!

ELIM REFORMED CHURCH
140'S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068 © Pastor Marv Jacobs
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmil.com
Website: www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS

DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
“By God's grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE”

All are welcome here!
9:30 a.m. - Sunday Worship with Communion open fo all, followed by fellowship
hour
10:45 a.m. Sunday School (Sep. - May)
102 N. Maple Ave., Mt. Morris, IL 61054
8157344853 secretary@disciplesumc.org
www.disciplesumc.org
Pastor Marcia Peddicord

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL 61054 8157344942 www.efemm.org
Senior Pastor: Bruce McKanna. Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m. Sunday School
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship with
Childcare and Children's Church.

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 8157344573
Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. followed by fellowship time
and Sunday School. Worship service available online, call for details.
Email: mimorriscob@gmail.com

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354 Rev. Josh Ehrler

Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . Sunday
Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept-May) Chime Choir
Wednesday 6:00 PM

LITTLE PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
409 W Brayton Rd. Mt Morris, IL 61054 (Church of the Brethren Basement
Entrance) Worship Services: 10:00 AM Sunday Morning, 7:00 PM 1st & 3rd
Sunday Evening, 7:30 PM 2nd & 4th Wednesday Evenings of the Month.

Pastor: Norman Reinford 779-861-3700

EAST OREGON CHAPEL CHURCH OF GOD
East Oregon Chapel Church of God
The Sharing is Caring Church
Pastor Jesse Allen EOCCOGministries@gmail.com 107 N Daysville Rd. Oregon, IL
Phone: 815-732-2960
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. with Sunday Worship following at 10:30 a.m.
Breakfast is served every fifth Sunday beginning af 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday evenings both Adults (all year) & Youth (during the school year) meet
weekly beginning at 6:30 p.m.
In the event that Oregon Schools are not in session the Youth group does not meet
on Wednesdays.
Thursday morning Women's Bible study meets at 10:30 a.m.
We look forward to meefing you!

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd,, 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd. ©
Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com © Sunday school 9:00 a.m. Worship 10:00 a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Dave Rogula 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 lighthouseUM(@
yahoo.com
Worship af 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of
month. Lighthouse will lite up your life!

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604 Pastor
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.;
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church.

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St. Oregon, IL 61061 Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented ministry.”
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m.; Sunday Afternoon
Service 1:15 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th Street, Oregon, IL 61061 | 8157322994 | www.oregonumc.org
Pastor Rev Megan Smick
9:00 am Adult & Youth Bible Study
10 am Worship & Children's Sunday School
In-person or live on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/OregonUMC
5:30 pm Wednesday Night Meal
All are welcome!

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Amold ~ 812-236-1213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ™ contemporary style worship with coffee and
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship is also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship.
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ™ provides a safe and fun
e?vimnmem where kids can learn about who God is and who they are because
of Him.
Encounter Youth Ministry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday afternoons.
Please see our Facebook page for scheduled dates and times.
For complete ministry info and events, visit us online at Riverstonecc.com or on
Facebook at facebook.com,/RiverStoneChristianChurch

ST. BRIDE'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon
7327211 - Office Rev. Eldred George
Webpage: saintbrides.org  E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
114S. 5th St. Oregon, IL Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com
10:15 o.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 a.m. Worship

POLO

ST. MARY CHURCH
Rectory/Office: 211 North Franklin Ave., Polo, IL 61064
PHONE: 815-946-2535 © Rev. Joseph P. Naill
Masses: Sun 10:30am, Tuesday Mass 8 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: First Sunday of each month after 10:30
mass
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
www.stmarypolo.org

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, lllinois © 815-946-2848 e Luke N. Schier, Pastor
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship
Experience. “"THE GRAND Kids Class” Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~

POLO CAMPUS
Meeting Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ™ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through engaging
messages and powerful video. Join us affer services for coffee, snacks &
fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ during 10AM
service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June 1st .
Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo © 815-946-3588  Jeremy Heller, Pastor
Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available,
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-denominational
Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

STILLMAN VALLEY

RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY
Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns | Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley.
815-645-2526 | www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday: Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday: AWANA (Sept - April) from 6:00 to 7:30 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activifies or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH

Lead Pastor Barry Norris

103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL

815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org

Sunday Morning 9am ‘Gather’ for learning & conversation, 10:15am Worship
hoth onsite and online at facehook.com/VECCISV

Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber

Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry

Please visit website for more information or contact the church office M-F
9am-2pm

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
DAVIS JUNCTION

Pastor Brad Pittman www.graceisforyou.com
10479 E. High Rd., Stillman Valley, IL 61084 « 815-973-1369
Worship Service: Saturday at 5pm

WINNEBAGO

MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088

You
Pastor Phil Thompson 0
Sunday: Worship Service at 10:30 am.

Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.
Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com
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SPORTS & LOCAL NEWS

Speech team qualifies for State

Byron High School had students on the speech team qualify for the IHSA State Championships this school year. Among the state qual-
ifiers are sectional champion Nova Rakowski (prose reading) and third-place sectional finisher Fynn Remhof (radio speaking). Byron
also had one sectional finalist in Abbie Baker (informative speaking) and three fourth-place sectional finishers who are state alternates
in Amie Rosa (humorous interpretation), Amie Rosa and Masyn Brown (humorous duet acting) and Nova Rakowski (dramatic interpre-

tation). (Courtesy photo)

FORRESTON

PUBLIC LIBRARY

Toddler/Pre-

school Storytime
Wednesdays at 10:00
am. Our March 13th
Storytime is all about
St. Patrick’s Day! Bring
your favorite little one to
share in stories, a craft,
and a search for golden
coins! This program is
a great way to introduce
children to new books
and the joy of reading
together.
Display Cabinet
Our second display
cabinet is looking very
empty! If you have an in-
teresting collection you’d
like to share with the
community for a month
or so, please call or stop
in and let us know.

Community

Room

Looking for a place
to hold your event? Our
community room (with
a small kitchenette) is
available for meetings,
parties, showers, fami-
ly reunions, and more.
Please call the library at
(815)938-2624 for addi-
tional information.

A dream year for Byron sports

HE Byron boys basket-
I ball team shined when the

lights were brightest, join-
ing the football team downstate on
a championship quest. The Tigers
shot lights out in a command per-
formance win over upstart Chicago
Latin in the super-sectional.

Fans of Byron athletics have
been witness to a dream year with
boys and girls sports, and a few
extra miles of driving along
the way. And, wasn’t Ster-
ling’s Musgrove Fieldhouse
a much better atmosphere
compared to when 2A used to
be at NIU?

Congratulations to Byron
and Pecatonica for decisive
sectional wins. For both, it
was a long time coming. Pec
had never won a sectional, while
Byron (29-2) won one in 2007.

The Byron sectional loss that
stands out most to me was in 2012
to Rockford Lutheran. The Tigers
came into that game 28-0 and had
already beaten Lutheran twice.

What I remember most is how
demoralized coach Tom Schmidt
was afterwards. As reporters, we’re
supposed to be impartial, but I felt
that pain also.

Here’s why Lutheran won after
losing the previous two contests:
Their squad was composed of
players who hadn’t been together
as long as the homegrown Byron
talent.

The Byron kids had played to-
gether for so many years, that they
came into the season in top form.
Lutheran, though more athletic, was
like a rough draft that needed to be
refined.

By the time the sectional came
around, they finally caught up to
Byron and in all likelihood sur-
passed them in talent.

Unless you’re a primo basketball
power, it’s a chore to burst through
the gauntlet of the IHSA post sea-
son.

A few of these elites seem to win
sectionals with impunity. If I had to
rank a few programs that not only
can win a sectional, but win state
titles, here are the tops I’ve seen:

No. 1 is Thornridge during 1971
and 1972 seasons. Without a doubt,
they are the best team ever to come
out of Illinois.

The remaining few include 1981
and1982 Quincy, East St. Louis
1987 through 1989, Proviso East
1991 and 1992, Peoria Manual 1994
through 1997 and Chicago Simeon
2010 through 2013.

With the boys state tournament
back in Champaign this weekend, I
even have faint memories of As-
sembly Hall first hosting it in 1963,
as we live in a few miles away at
the time in St. Joseph. Though it
became a political hot potato and
was retired several years ago, but I

recall my Mom talking about how
much she enjoyed Chief Illiniwek
strutting around the arena.

Of course, in the 1960s, you had
a team named the Pekin Chinks
winning state titles. Yes, that name
has been changed too. Probably, the
strangest mascot state title game
was in 1964 between Pekin and the
Appleknockers of Cobden.

Getting back to the sectional final
between two schools with the
same non-offensive name of
Tigers, Byron came in as the
favorite over Princeton and
the law of averages finally
came true in the second half.

Byron trailed 25-24 early

Andy Colbert in the third quarter before

completely taking over after
that. What was the differ-
ence?

Byron finally got its highly-ef-
fective transition game going. When
they run, few teams can keep up
with them. Not because of speed,
but because of how smart they run
and pass.

There is an art to transition and
they have it. Another aspect that
gave Princeton trouble was the
press. Sure, you can handle for a
half, but after a while, you get worn
down.

In Pec’s 60-50 win over Eastland,
it was a different story. Pec had
control of the game, leading by as
much as 19 points midway through
the third quarter.

But, the pressure of being in
high-stakes games in a gymnasium
packed to the rafters with 1,300
fans led to one turnover after anoth-
er. Suddenly, it was only a four-
point lead and Eastland in posses-
sion of the ball with four minutes
left.

Plus, Eastland knew what it was
like to win sectionals, while Pec
hadn’t. That 22-7 run put togeth-
er was all Eastland would muster,
as Pec regrouped for the win and
chance to avenge an earlier over-
time loss to Aurora Christian in the
super-sectional.

Similar to the Eastland game,
Pecatonica led by 20 points, but fell
apart.

In the girls state tournament, the
best game was in 2A, where Peo-
ria Notre Dame scored on a lay-up
as time expired to beat Nashville
48-46. Watch out for Nashville in
2025, as their four best players were
freshmen and sophomores.

The best team in the state might
be 3A Lincoln. They crushed ev-
eryone they played, often winning
games by 40-50 points. It would
have been interesting to see them in
4A.

Andy Colbert is a longtime Ogle
County resident with years of expe-
rience covering sports and more for
multiple area publications.

DIREGTORY OF AREA
HUMAN SERVIGES

Alcohol Abuse Counseling & Recovery
A.A. Hotline 800-452-7990

Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.
Oregon
Rochelle

732-3157
562-3801

Domestic Abuse Agency and

24-Hour Shelter and Helpline
HOPE of Ogle County 562-8890 or 732-7796

Counseling Services, Court Advocacy, Latina Advocacy, and
Shelter programs

E ion
University of Illinois Extension-Ogle County

421 W Pines Rd, Oregon 61061 732-2191

Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority

200 W Washington, Oregon 732-1301

Habitat for Humanity of
P.O. Box 628

Oregon, IL 61061 732-6855

Mental Health

Family Counseling Services
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.

Oregon

Rochelle

The Serenity Shed Grief Services

962-5585

732-3157
562-3801
732-2499

nior Citizen rvi
Hub City Senior Center
Mt Morris Senior Center
Polo Senior Center
Rock River Center
Oregon, IL

562-5050
734-6335
946-3818
732-3252
800-541-5479

Sexual Assault/Abuse

Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling
24-hour hotline
412 W Washington, Oregon

636-9811
732-0000

Therapeutic

Pegasus Special Riders

973-3177

Veterans’ Services
Rock River Center
Serenity Hospice and Home
Medical Transportation

732-3252
732-2499
677-6515

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon

510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle
Serenity Hospice and Home

562-6976
562-6976
732-2499
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MT. MORRIS SENIOR & COMMUNITY CENTER

The following events are happening at the Mt. Morris Senior
& Community Center!

Virtual trip
Monday, March 11th take a Virtual Trip to Brazil and enjoy
a tasty treat. All are welcome!

Egg hunt

Adult Easter Egg Hunt! Join the Mt. Morris Senior & Com-
munity Center and Let Freedom Rin for our annual Adult Easter
Egg Hunt. March 23rd at Dusk we will again be on the Campus
for all of the fun. The cost is $15 and will include the hunt, a
ticket for our door prize, and a favor. Everyone over the age
of 18 is welcome to play. Call 815-734-6335 or stop by Village
Hall for tickets.
Film

March 26th at 5:00 pm — Join us for a special night and screen-
ing of a new documentary film “Live at Mister Kelly’s”. This
star -studded documentary features luminaries including Barbra
Streisand, Bob Newhart, Richard Pryor, Ella Fitgerald, Bette
Midler, the Smothers Brothers, Steve Martin, Lily Tomlin and
many others. Live at Mister Kelly’s is a testament to the lasting
impact of renowned culture icons and the unexpected origins of
legendary musicians, comedians and the rich cultural history
of the 50°s and 60’s. Call Melissa at 8§15-734-6335 to RSVP!

Bus trips

Interested in one of our upcoming bus trips? Contact Melissa
at 815-734-6335 for more information or to sign up. On May
26th - June Ist we will spend 7 days and 6 nights on a trip to
Mt. Rushmore and the Black Hills. The cost will include mo-
torcoach transportation, lodging, 10 meals, all admissions and
tours, and more! We will also be taking a trip to New Orleans
from November 3rd — 9th.

BERTOLET MEMORIAL LIBRARY

UNO Night

Monday, March 18th at 5:00 PM Do
you flip for UNO? We will have UNO
Flip!, original UNO, and UNO Attack!
at Bertolet Memorial Library. Bring a
friend or 2 and join us for an evening
of UNO fun! All ages are welcome.

Spring Break Movie
Monday, March 25th at 2:00
PM Young Asha makes a wish so pow-
erful that it’s answered by a cosmic
force called Star. With Star’s help,
Asha must save her kingdom and prove
that when the will of one courageous
human connects with the magic of the
stars, wondrous things can happen.

Stories with Stacey

Thursdays at 10:00 AM Join Miss
Stacey for fun stories for your toddlers
and preschoolers!

A to Z Reading Challenge

Join us in the new year with a new
reading challenge. The goal is to read
26 books, each book starting with
a different letter of the alphabet by
December 31, 2024. Be sure to keep
your reading log up to date as there
will be chances to earn prizes along
the way. Stop at the circulation desk
to register.

March Book of the Month

Join us in reading Finding Doro-

Weekly Brain Busters

thy by Elizabeth Letts. An historical
fiction novel of the story behind The
Wizard of Oz. Pick up a copy today
at the circulation desk.

March Take & Make Craft

Stop by the circulation desk to grab
a kit to make a sea glass suncatcher.

Create-a-Card

We will formally resume in the
spring, but supplies will be available
year round for independent access.

Plastic Recycling

We ask that you make sure plastic
is clean with no debris in the do-
nation. *No animal feed bags are
allowed* Also please remove any zip-
loc-type seals and paper/sticker labels.
Thank you for your cooperation.

NEW RELEASES:

Adult Books

After the Shadows by Amanda Cabot

The Women by Kristin Hannah
Graphic Novel

39 Clues: The Maze of Bones by Rick
Riordan

Picture Books
Milo’s Little Secret by Rebecca Ralfe
Mermaid School by Joanne Wetzel

DVD
The Dog Who Saved Easter

King Crossword WORDS ADDED TO
MAGIC MAZE @ THE DICTIONARY
ACROSS IN 1900
1 Eggon
5 Science ucCczwPURPMIJHETCZX
room
8 Arm bone
12 Actress Gilpin USONPUL JGET CZRRX
13 Hosp. area
14Widdli”9 VHT R I PKNLJ HEE EN
cake layer
15 Bridge posi-
tion CACYLWVCRHTIRKDA
16 Not "agin”
17 "Snap out
Snep PNLNEASTERIBUNNY)
18 Monet or
20 WS KIGPUPOMVHETCAUA
22 "— Poetica"
23 Be sick BZXWPLOUOSG CRTWM
ealthy
27 Embeds
32 Comic Philips POMLJSEINONSTOP
33 Menagerie 54 Canine greet- 8 Perfect place 31 Covert agent
34 Trio after M ing 9 Game show 36 Seem
35 Fish lover's 55 Summit aid 37 Taunting TRACTOREUGEDBOTLAG
deli order 56 Ogler's look 10 Astronaut laugh
38 Group of 57 "— -haw!" Armstrong 38 Secondary DESACFETIRBUILTEFTUZPB
qualil (cowgirl's cry) 11 Sciences' route
39 Transcript no. 58 Monopoly partner 41 Concerning
40 Parched card 19 AMA member 42 Bargain AY T XWEI RTIFUFOLTILAIB
42 Oracle setting 21 Hearing thing 43 Perry's cre- _ . _ _ _
45 "Brigadoon" DOWN 24 Drenched ator Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
lyricist 1 Detall, briefly 25 Ostrich's kin 44 Noncommittal directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
49 Buffalo's 2 Bell sound 26 Palmist's pre- answer Unlisted clue hint: A SHIP FOR CARRYING OIL
county 3 — Major diction 46 Pleasing ]
50 Miss Piggy's 4 Ceremony 28 Neither mate 47 Salinger girl Ball of fire Flub Mayan Plow under
pronoun 5 Not enlarged 29 Hitsong by 48 Marsh plant Briefcase Free lunch Mop-up Run over
52 French water- or reduced OneRepublic 51 Tram load Checkup Glob Nonstop Tractor
way 6 Tennis feat 30 Calendar Hemostat Pileu
53 — Romeo 7 ‘lronside" star abbr. Easter Bunny P
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LOCAL NEWS

MT. MORRIS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Dead People of lllinois by John Lynn

Program March 10

John Lynn shares his exploration of hundreds of II-
linois cemeteries to find interesting graves, headstones,
intriguing lives and deaths. Warning: grave subject matter.
Program held on Sunday, March 10th at 2pm. Questions
and refreshments to follow. All are welcome!

Kathy’s Crafty Connections Tuesdays

from 2:30-4pm

Mount Morris Library is giving crafters an opportunity
to come to an open session for working on their craft!
Winter is a great time to start a new project or work on an
old! Bring your project, meet other crafters, connect with
old friends, and make new friends! Any portable craft is
welcome: hand sewing, needlepoint, crochet, knitting,
felting, beading, painting, or any craft you enjoy. Join us
each Tuesday at 2:30 for friends and fun!

Adult Book Club Meeting Monday,

March 25th

The March book, The Book of Charlie by David Von
Drehle, is available! Everyone is welcome to join this
book club group! Copies of the book are available at the
library. Meeting will be held at the library on March
25th at 3:30pm.

Cookbook Club Next Meeting April 2nd

Join us as we explore The Cookbook Club! Wonderful
recipes combined with friendship creates something both
beautiful and delicious! Stop by to choose yourrecipe from
this month’s book and bring your dish to pass at our next
meeting! Join us on April 2nd, 6pm at The Senior Center
for another exciting meal!

Ink with a Friend: Card Making at the
Library Thursday, March 14th

What a great time it is to make some lovely home-made
cards to send to family and friends! We will be offering
a card-making class from local crafter, Liz Gullett. She
will be here on Thursday, March 14th from 5-7! You will
get all the materials to make two beautiful cards to take
home. Stop by to see the samples, fees are by donation.
Registration is limited so call the library or stop by to save
your spot before March 7th!

Story Time! Wednesdays at 11:15am

We will be reading books and the children will create a
craftthis Wednesday, 3/13. Story time is every Wednesday
@11:15, bring your little ones to enjoy stories and a craft
at the Mount Morris Library!

Lego Club Thursday, March 21st

Lego night is the third Thursday of each month. Stop
by on March 21st, from 6 — 7pm! Bring a friend and build
some fun with Lego bricks! All children and parents are

invited every third Thursday of the month. Children under
8 need to bring a parent with them.

Display Case Showings

“I’'m a Barbie girl in a Barbie world!” Skip yourself
over to the library to check out this perfect display of the
pink, the perfect, the plastic that is known around the
world as Barbie! This collection is on display courtesy
of Kit Reynolds, Thank You! We are always looking for
collectors or artists who are willing to share their treasures
in our display cases. If you are interested, please call,
815-734-4927.

Explore More lllinois

Explore More Illinois allows cardholders from partici-
pating RAILS and IHLS publiclibraries toreserve free and
discounted admission, parking, and gift store purchases
from cultural and recreational attractions inIllinois, includ-
ing museums, cultural centers, zoos, aquariums, gardens,
historical societies, park districts, and more. Explore More
[llinois is easy to use with your library card. Visit the
library’s website to browse attractions. You can find the
information on our website, www.mtmorris-il.org under
the resources page.

Axis360 is now BOUNDLESS

Yourlibrary’s Axis 360 digital servicehas been upgraded
to Boundless. The library can provide you with information
about the transition to Boundless. All your user info and
history, including holds position, bookmarks, notes, and
other saved data will be seamlessly transitioned to the new
Boundless platform.

Adult Programming

We would love to hear from you. Do you have any
program ideas? Do evenings or weekends work better?
Do you have a program you would like to share/lead?
Contact Mary Cheatwood at the library through email at
mmlib@mtmorris-il.org or call 815-734-4927.

Memorial Gifts

Give a gift that lasts, brings joy to many, and doubles in
value. Your memorial gift to the library is matched by the
Mt. Morris Library Foundation, doubling your generosity!
Many thanks to all who gave memorial gifts in 2023.

Newspaper Available!

We will now be receiving the Dixon Telegraph daily!
We receive the Ogle County Life, Sauk Valley, and Mt.
Morris Times. If you want to keep up with the local news-
stop on by!

Curbside Service is available!

We want to remind everyone that you still have the
option of having your materials delivered to your vehicle.
If you have holds waiting for you, call us to tell us you are
on your way, and we will bring them out to your vehicle
when you arrive. Call us if you need more information.

OREGON PARK DISTRICT HAPPENINGS

Open GAGA Ball

Gaga ball is a fast paced, high-energy sport played in
an octagonal pit, combining the skills of dodging, striking,
running, and jumping while trying to hit opponents with
a ball below the knees. Join us on Wednesday afternoons
from 2:30-4pm at Nash for Gaga ball games in the Prairie
room. No registration needed.

Daily fee or Membership.

Open Volleyball Gym

Continuetodevelopyourvolleyball skills with ourweekly
open gym at Nash Recreation Center. One court will be
set up with balls for you to practice and play on Thursday
afternoons from 3:30-5:30pm. Free for members, or daily
admission fee.

Baseball and Softball 2024

Registration is open for all of our Baseball and Softball
programs, featuring options for ages 3 years old through
14 years old. Whatever your skill and age level, we have
a program that will help develop your skills and ensure
that you will have a fun season! Coaches are needed for
all levels, please email lesley@oregonpark.org if you are
interested in coaching.

Little Baseball Stars (Ages 3-5) $40/$48 NR Deadline
6/19

T-Ball- (Ages 5-6) $45/$54 NR Deadline 4/24

Boys Coach Pitch (Ages 7-8) $60/$72 NR Deadline 4/3

Minor Boys (Ages 9-10) $90/$108 NR Deadline 4/3

Leon Gasmund Baseball (Ages 11-12) $105/$126 NR
Deadline 4/3

Sandy Koufax Baseball (Ages 13-14) $110/$132 NR
Deadline 4/3

Coach Pitch Girls Softball (Ages 7-8) $60/$72 NR
Deadline 4/3

Minor Girls Softball (Ages 9-10) $90/$108 NR Deadline
4/3

Junior Girls Softball (Ages 11-12) $105/$126 NR Dead-
line 4/3

Intermediate/Senior Girls Softball (Ages 13-14)$110/$132
NR Deadline 4/3

(No High School Players)

Register at Nash, by calling 815-732-3101 or online at
www.oregonpark.org,

Beginners Pickleball Open Gym

Have you been interested in trying out Pickleball? This
gameis fast, fun, addictive, and can be played by people of all
agesandathletic abilities! Joinus foranew beginner’stime on
Mondays when you can learn to play with other beginners in
arelaxed environment. A few of ourregularpickleball players
may even be around to give you some tips!To learn more
aboutpickleball you can visit the USA Pickleball Association
at: usapa.org. Nash has a limited number of paddles and balls
that you can borrow to play. Mondays from 12pm- 1:30pm.
Free for members, or daily admission fee.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

March 13

18, 7 p.m., Country Crossroads Quilt

December) at 7 p.m., with ample time

Second St., Byron. The emphasis

The Polo FFA Alumni is hosting a
Spaghetti Dinner on Wednesday, March
13 from 5-7 p.m. at the Polo Communi-
ty High School Cafeteria. Dinner will
include tossed salad, spaghetti, garlic
bread, dessertand beverage. Ticket cost
is $10 for adults, $7 for children 12 and
under. Proceeds will be used to fund
the FFA Alumni Scholarship, awarded
toaPolo High School senior or seniors
that are pursuing higher education in
the agricultural fields. Contact any Polo
FFA Alumni member, or Ginger Albano
at 815-631-0457 to purchase tickets.

March 18

For our program on Monday, March

Guild, will be Karen Grover, an
award-winning quilter from Rockford.
Karen is known for her unique, original
designs and her generous sharing of
knowledge in creating these. Karen
plans to share some of her favorite
quilts along with some of her recent
creations which includes this year’s
challenge, her “Temperature Quilt.”
We will get to learn some “tips &
tricks” for creating this specific
quilt. The program will be followed
by refreshments, a business meeting,
and Show ‘n Tell. Guild meetings are
held at the Forreston Grove Church,
7246 Freeport Road; Forreston, on the
third Monday of each month (except

to meet and greet members before
the meeting. Visitors are welcome;
for Visitors there is a fee of $5 at
the door. Membership dues are $20.
For more information call Program
Committee Chairs Shelly Holverson
815-297-2381 or Karen Bolen 815-
233-9836, or Guild President Chyree
Rohde-Lincoln 815-275-2759.

March 20

Basics of Medicare Byron, an
educational and informational pre-
sentation on the Medicare insur-
ance program will be presented for
the community at 6-7:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, March 20, at the United
Church of Byron located at 701 W.

will be on the eligibility and enroll-
ment periods, benefits, and options
concerning all parts of Medicare.
All are welcome. Presenter will be
Greg Wills for the program. This
program is sponsored by the Legacy
and Endowment Committee of The
United Church of Byron as a com-
munity service. The United Church
of Byron is a fun and diverse church
with a heart for mission! Check us
out at www.unitedchurchofbyron.
org Disclaimer: This program is
educational and informational only.
Please contact Medicare.gov or
1-800-Medicare to get information
on all of your options.

Brought to you by these sponsors:

o % oo

GLENDENNING

GRAIN, INC.

Grain Handling & Merchandising
213 South Hickory St. ¢ P.0. Box 408, Stillman Valley, IL 61084
(815) 645-8120 Fax: (815) 645-2736

Your Independently Owned
Community Bank Since 1882

Stillmgﬂ

Byron Oregon Rochelle Rockford
815-234-5626 815-732-7956 815-562-7071 815-332-8100  815-623-1800

Roscoe/Rockton  Stillman Valley
815-645-2266

Member

] www.stillmanbank.com FDIC 09282015

Jonas Martin

Well Drilling Co.
Randy & Vickie Roop
171 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL

815-732-2216

CC2018

Matthew
Hermes
Managing Broker

Heartland

REALTY
heartland1254@gmail.com

e -
www.heartlandrealtyonline.com

(815) 288-4648
Fax: (815) 288-1599

712 N Division St.
Polo, IL
815-946-2886

ADSINTHE BAR. R Thursday - Saturday 5PM to 1AM

finD EVENT CENTER

Polo. ILLINOIS

RANT

GLE COUNTY
LIFE

WPJ&’RRDAMS

Mutual Insur'ince Company
Providing Insurance Since 1869

120 W. South St., Franklin Grove, IL

815-456-2334

09262016

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner
ASE Certified

P.O. Box 31
54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

CC2018

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451

" Providing rewandeing careers for over 180 gyeans”

1333 § Daysvilla Rd. Oregon, ILB1061  «  Apply 8l www,atnyve com/carears

Rock VALLEY SHOPPER =——n=—

Accepgj %

Patiopys 3

- DeForest
. Dental P.G.

606 W. Washington St.

<@

815.732.3225
www.deforestdental.com

&
R Tm—r

211 E. IL Route 38, Rochelle, IL 61068

815-732-2156

www.oglecountylife.com
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Jeanette Heesaker, CPA

Masters in Business Administration
and Finance

Certified Managerial Accountant
Accounting and Tax Services
For Business/Individual/Partnership
132 W. Second St., Suite 1 - Byron, IL 61010
(815) 234-8100

P

Whatever you’re looking for,
these local businesses ask
you to consider them first.

)igel |

AT Qg

AIR CONDITIONING
HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

Turn to the experts

GAUL’S CLIMATE CONTROL

815-734-7314

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner
ASE Certified

P.O. Box 31
54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451

Tony Kurzac

107 E. Washington St.
Route 64

Oregon, IL 61061
815-312-7089

Sell New & Used Tires/Rims
All Makes & Models
Cars/Truck Service

Trailer Repair
Auto Repair
Lowest Price Around

AUTO REPAIR

Lloyd Duncan
309 N Wesley Ave
Mt Morris IL 61054

773-340-0734

Contact Eric
815.973.9951

Fax
815.500.2090

Vatteycrayt
COSGR e

Jlanderafted quality to last a lifefime

Come visit our showroom
2477 E. iL Hwy 64
QOregon, IL 61061

Appointments Appreciated

0 Kitchen - Bath - Laundry - Office - and more!

¢ Fully Custom, From Design to Installation

O Free Estimates, Friendly Local Service

= 3-D Carpet &
- Upholstery Cleaning
-
? 4
y.
900 W. Washington St. Heather Ruchti
Oregon, IL 61061 Ph: (815) 762-5307

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

* New Construction * Roofing * Windows < Additions
» Complete Remodeling - Siding - Painting - Interior/Exterior
* Drywall » Flooring + Decks

Free Estimates ® Lead Certified

815-761-1626

CONCRETE
WETR S

President / Owner

e AN S i e ol et i

Flatwork / Foundations

CONCRETE INC. 815.978.6073

741 Oaks Lane
Byron,IL61010

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

CONSTRUCTION

NAVARRO & SONS

Construction Company

*hkkkkkhkkk

FiEE Sr. Citizen
Estimates Discount

Ceramic Tile ¢ Wood Floors ¢ Painting e Siding-
Basements ¢ Room Additions e Baths e Kitchens
Over 25yrs.exp.  Customtouch  No job too big or too small

FRANK NAVARRO - OREGON / BYRON
PHONE: 815-234-7588 FAX: 815-234-7568

CONCRETE

/ \ ’/?‘ow com we /r—&/?z« 7‘01,1« 7
<Yodeér- ::
*Floors
.\\/ *Walkways
((' \oncrete *Driveways
C onstruction *Resealing
He eDecorative

Jerold Yoder

815.202.8787

EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENT

FREE ESTIMATES

jerry@yoderconcrete.us

PHIL GIUFFRE 773-415-4277 OREGON, ILLINOIS

WWW.5ALARMFIREWORKS.COM
FESTIVALS, CONCERTS, WEDDING HOMECOMINGS, CORPORATE EVENTS

FIREWOOD
“- v

FIREWOOD
815-751-2255

ALL HARDWOODS, SEASONED,
DELIVERED, STACKED

122 Main Street <Leaf River Il

815-738-6122 g

{
Men, Women, Kids
HAIR CUTS

GARAGE DOORS

Illinois

DOORMASTERS

LIC

990 W Pines Rd. Oregon, IL 61061
815-440-9827
office@illinoisdoormasters.com

Servicing and Installing Garage doors

HANDYMAN
C.J. HOME MAINTENANCE
and REPAIR

We fix almost anything in and around the home!
20 Plus Years Experience
Regular and Emergency Service 24 Hours A Day
7 Days A Week
Phone 1-815-234-4511
Cell 1-815-222-6239

Byron, Oregon,
Mt. Morris Areas

"Your prescription for a healthy yard!"

OF ILLINOIS . Fully Licensed
Lawn Treatments

Tree & Ornamental Care
General Pest Control
Mosquito Suppression
Over 15 Years Experience

Toby Behmer
Owner/Applicator
Stillman Valley, IL
815-393-6471
toby@turfrxil.com

urm
JANAS
o

F
AT

an’s Lawn Care

Wl LaAN
CLEAN-UP! Al A"‘ vin
Bush Trimming & Removal

In Business Since 1999 * Gutter Cleaning
Fully Insured « Free Estimates e Much More!

Call Jeremy Furman at 815-761-9619

Please leave message and | will return your call ASAP

WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING
RVICES
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen
cabinets or woodwork.
Insured Over 40 Years Experience

Cell (815) 353-5754
Ken NO JOB TOO SMALL! ggiinan Valley, IL

We D
(XSX) e O Fro," Oelipel__,
RO P T -
fev- S Ge doce % Youy " Lot
S (Nov* £ " Site
Structures

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds

« Stock & Custom Design « Competitive Pricing
« Many Options Available « Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

PAINTING

Tennison Painting
Specializing in:

New Construction
Commercial & Residential
Interior & Exterior - Painting & Staining
Wall & Ceiling Repair - Texturing Walls
& Ceilings - Insured

Ph: (815) 501-2893
Email: jimtennison@gmail.com
www.TennisonPainting.com

GUTTERS

A P

ces

815.406.8172

arservicesis@vahoo.com 3

CALLFOR

FREE ESTIMATES
5” & 6”
Seamless Gutters

GUTTER GUARDS & GUTTER CLEANING

HOME IMPROVEMENT

FREE
ESTIMATES

Insured

INTEGRITY

HOME IMPROVEMENT & RENOVATION, LLc

New Construction - Complete Remodels - Additions - Windows
Doors - Sunrooms - Kitchens - Basements - Baths - Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 - Craig Kosch 815.566.7424
www.integrityhomeimp.com

PAINTING
* Interior & Exterior * Free Estimates * Insured

Goodman

PAINTI NG.:

Quality * Craftsmanship

Tim Goodman

815.222.9920

by
Dun Wright Grooming

MOBILE
GROOMING Rl

 Cut of Your Choice
(depends on coat condition)
o Specialty /Flea Baths Available
o Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

© Pets Groomed at Your Home

® Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
© No More “Separation” Anxiety

© No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

TREE CARE
“Your Trees
,@ @VE Deserve a
T dntrcelieee, Certified
Arborist!”

Serving Ogle County Since 1996

CERTIFIED
ARBORIST

© Trimming & Removals ® Climbing Specialists ® Insect & Disease Control
* Planting Service ® Arborist Consulting
Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

Tree Trimming
Removal
Stump Grinding
Storm Clean Up

Gabriel Mack
P:779-251-0254
F:815-946-4372

WATER SOFTENER

- — — -

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL |

z 9 Offer Expires 4/30/20

We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.
Over 30 Years Experience.

AFFORDABLE WATER
815-625-3426

Toll Free: 877-353-7638

High Top Tree

Service LLC
Byron, ILC’;&

= Tree removal/trimming =
= Storm damage *
= Stump grinding =

= Climbing specialist = ca“ or Text:

815-980-0678

" GREPLAGEMENT COMP

WIWWAWRSWHEELREPAIR COM/NWILLINOIS
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LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC
BUDGET HEARING

& ANNUAL TOWN
MEETING
Notice is hereby giv-
en to the legal voters,
residents of MONROE
TOWNSHIP, Ogle
County, lllinois, that
tentative Budget and
Appropriation Ordi-
nances for Town and
Road District Funds
for the fiscal year be-
ginning April 1st, 2024
and ending March
31st, 2025, will be
conveniently available
for public inspection
at the Monroe Center
Fire Station, 104 West
St., Monroe Center, IL
61052 from and after
6:45 P.M. on Tuesday,
April 9th, 2024. Notice
is further given that a
Public Hearing on said
Budget and Appropri-
ation Ordinances will
be held at: 7:00 pm.
on Tuesday. April 9th,
2024, at the Monroe
Center Fire Station,
and that final action on
these ordinances will
be taken at the Public
Hearing. Notice is also
hereby given that im-
mediately following the
Budget Hearing, the
Annual Town Meeting
of said Township will
take place at 7:15 pm
on Tuesday, April 9th,
2024 at the Monroe
Center Fire Station,
104 West St.,, Monroe
Center. IL 61052 for
the transaction of mis-
cellaneous business of
the said Township and
after a Moderator being
elected, will proceed to
hear and consider re-
ports of officers and de-
cide on such measures
as may, in pursuance
of law, come before
the meeting, especially
to consider and decide
the following agenda
and order of business:
+ Nomination, Election,
and Swearing In of

Moderator

+ Reading of Previous
Year’s Annual Meeting
Minutes

+ Supervisor’s Annual
Financial Statement

+ Highway Commis-
sioner’s Annual Report
* Motion to adjourn
Dated this 6th day of
March, 2024.
Submitted by Joan Mor-
phey, Monroe Township
Clerk

No. 0306

(March 11, 2024)

PUBLIC NOTICE
On Wednesday, April
3, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. a
joint meeting of the fol-
lowing school districts:
(Amboy, Ashton/Frank-
lin Center, Creston,
Eswood,  Forrestville
Valley, Kings, Meridian,
Oregon, Polo, Rochelle
Elementary, Rochelle
Township High School,
and Steward) will take
place at the Ogle Coun-
ty Educational Cooper-
ative office, 417 N. Col-
fax, Byron, lllinois. The
purpose of the meeting
will be to discuss each
district’s plans for pro-
viding special educa-
tion services to stu-
dents with disabilities
who attend private, or
parochial schools or are
home-schooled  within
one of the local pub-
lic school districts for
2024-2025 school year.
If you are a parent of
a private, parochial or
home-schooled student
who has been or may
be identified with a dis-
ability and you reside
within the boundaries of
one of the named local
public school districts
you are urged to attend.
To register please call
Tammy Moser at the
OCEC office 815-234-
2722 ext. 1017. If you
have further questions
pertaining to this meet-
ing, please contact Matt
Zilm, Director of the
OCEC at 815-234-2722
No. 0307
(March 11, 2024)

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given
that there will be a Pub-
lic Hearing before the
Stillman Valley Plan-
ning and Zoning Com-
mission on Wednesday,
March 27, 2024 at 6:00
p.m. at the Stillman Val-
ley Fire Protection Dis-
trict, 200 Rural Road,
Stillman Valley, lllinois,
61084, for the purpose
of hearing the following
applications for zoning
relief for the following
parcels:

1) Upon annexation of
PINs  11-18-100-003,
05-36-300-006, and 10-
01-126-004, owner is
seeking a map amend-
ment from R-1, One
family dwelling district
to Ag, Agriculture;
Owner: Lee E.
Heeren Trust dated
February 17, 2003, Lee
Heeren, Trustee, 7971
Highlands Drive, Rock-
ford, lllinois 61102.
Addresses of Parcels:
E. Hales Corner Road,
Stillman Valley, lllinois,
61084; and N. Stillman
Road, Stillman Valley,
lllinois 61084.

2) Upon annexation of
PINs  11-18-100-003
and 05-36-300-006,
owner is seeking a spe-
cial use permit to oper-
ate a solar farm.
Owner: Lee E.
Heeren Trust dated
February 17, 2003, Lee
Heeren, Trustee, 7971
Highlands Drive, Rock-
ford, lllinois 61102.
Addresses of Parcels:
E. Hales Corner Road,
Stillman Valley, lllinois
61084; and N. Stillman
Road, Stillman Valley,
lllinois 61084.

3) Upon annexation
of PIN 11-18-100-004,
owner is seeking a map
amendment from R-1,
One family dwelling dis-
trict, to Ag, Agriculture;
Owner: Estate of
Carol Whaley, c/o Ron-
ald Whaley, 10576 E
Shagbark Lane, Ro-
chelle, lllinois 61068.
Address of Parcel: No
address, parcel is adja-
cent to and north of PIN
11-18-300-010.

4) Upon annexation
of PIN 11-18-100-004,
owner is seeking a spe-
cial use permit to oper-
ate a solar farm.
Owner: Estate of
Carol Whaley, c/o Ron-
ald Whaley, 10576 E
Shagbark Lane, Ro-
chelle, lllinois 61068.
Address of Parcel: No
address, parcel is adja-
cent to and north of PIN
11-18-300-010.

Dated this 6th day of
March, 2024

Submitted by Yvonne
Dewey, Village Clerk
Village of Stillman Val-
ley, Ogle County, llli-
nois

No. 0309

(March 11, 2024)
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Place an Ad:
Rochelle News-Leader
815-562-4171

Ogle County Life
815-732-2156

Subscribe:
Rochelle News-Leader
815-562-4171

Ogle County Life
815-732-2156

All in the
Classifieds!
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AUCTIONS

PERSONAL PROPERTY AUCTION
13328 W. PIT ROAD FORRESTON, IL 61030
Thursday, March 14th 8AM to
Sunday, March 17th 5PM

This is an Online Auction.
Please visit https:/aandtauctionservices.hibid.com/
for full sale viewing beginning 3/13/24. Pictures will
be uploaded prior to that date as they are available.
Personal Property: Household items; various decor
items; vintage toys; sports memorabilia; lots of books
(older and newer—many genres); some antiques; CDs/
Tapes/Records; VHS & DVDS; tech items; costume
jewelry; tools; vintage beer items; kitchenware; glass-
ware (including uranium glass); memorabilia items;
some clothing items; and much more.
ltem Viewing: Items will be available for online
viewing no later than 8am on 3/13/2024. If you wish
for more information on an item or an appointment
to view an item, please contact A & T Auction Ser-
vices directly.
Item Pick-up: Pick up will be held on Thursday,
March 21st from 4:30-7:00pm at address listed
above.
Terms & Conditions: This is an absolute sale.
There will be a 10% Buyer’s Premium added to
all items sold. ltems can be purchased with cash,
GOOD check, or credit card. There will be a 3.5%
fee added to any credit card transaction.
Follow A & T Auction Services on Facebook
for the Online Sale Link and additional sale
information, including pictures, how to register
for online bidding, and complete sale terms and
conditions.

Travis Cunningham,
Auctioneer IL Lic. # 441.002600
A & T Auction Services, LLC
atauctionservices @gmail.com
815-297-4595

FARMLAND AUCTION

161.87 Acres in Ogle County
Sat. April 6th at 10:00 AM

Live Auction held at Bertolet Building
103 W. 2nd St., Leaf River, IL

Total of 161.87 Acres MOL offered in 1 Tract.
Currently 110 Acres in row crop (119.5 PI)
with good productivity. Balance acres are

Recreational/Hunting and Building Site.
SELLER: JAMES LEE STUKENBERG TRUST
LOCATION OF PROPERTY: 4207 TOWNLINE RD.,
LEAF RIVER, IL 61047
+ Spring 2024 Possession
+ Hard road frontage
Attorney for Estate: Laird Lambert

Note: This property is an unusual opportunity to add to
your farming operation, as well as advance potential
recreational opportunities. View maps, photos, videos,
sale terms and other at auction website.

Call Rick Garnhart, Auctioneer for complete information.

VAUGtIONS!

02122024

www.proauctionslic.com
RICK GARNHART, AUCTIONEER
German Valley, IL 61039

815-238-3044
IL Lic: 440000901 WI Lic

When you help care for a loved one, you take care of nw_rryfhmw

But are you taking care of yourself?

e OGLE COUNTY -

OGLE COUNTY

AU CTIYONIE ER!
IRECIRORY]

A&T Auction Services, LLC
Travis Cunningham
(815) 297-4595
Located in Forreston, IL

Remmer Schuetz
Auction Service
Case Tractor Collector
5936 S. Watertown Rd.
Ashton, IL
847-878-1491

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds
815-946-4120

Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.
Auctions — Real Estate
Appraisals
Online Auctions
Now Available
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436
Hacksauction.com

UZZED DRIVING
IS DRUNK DRIVING

B30

NHTSA

AARP can help with information and useful tips on how you can maintain a healthy
life balance, care for your own physical and mental well-being, and manage the
challenges of caring for a loved one. Because the better care you take of yourself,
the better care you can provide for your loved one.

You're there for them. We're here for you.

Find free Care Guides to support you
and your loved one at AARP.org/caregiving
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Classified

OGLE COUNTY

101
LEGAL NOTICE

This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising.  Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those
asking for money in
advance.

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising.  Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially
those asking for money
in advance.”

113
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies that do
business by phone can’t
ask you to pay for credit
before you get it. For
more information, call

toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from your

hometown newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

119

ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive

9619. Please leave a

message will return
call ASAP. Fully
insured, in business

since 1999. Servicing
Rochelle and
surrounding areas.

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE
NO INDIVIDUAL,
unless licensed or

holding a permit as a
childcare facility, may
cause to be published
any advertisement
soliciting a child care
service. A childcare
facility that is licensed
or operating under a
permit issued by the
Illinois Department of
Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed or
issued a permit. Your
Hometown Newspaper
strongly urges any
parent or guardian to
verify the validity of the
license of any facility
before placing a child in
its care.

203
HELP WANTED

Class-A CDL

Drivers Wanted
$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to
$33/per hour
Local Trucking
Company seeking

full time,
year- round driver to
haul grain.

OGLE COUNTY

ANTIQUES WANTED: |
pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it's antique,
I’'m interested in looking!
Call 815-562-2928
or email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper
-$3 per Bundle. End
Roll- Cost Depends on
Weight of Roll. Available
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON
ONLY) Rochelle News
Leader.

SPLIT Firewood For
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised herein is
subject to the Federal
Fair ~ Housing  Act,
which makes it illegal
to advertise any
preference, limitation
or discrimination based
on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or national
origin, or intention
to make any such
preferences, limitation
or discrimination. We
will  not  knowingly
accept any advertising
for real estate which is
in violation of the law.
All persons are hereby

BUY OR

Place A Classified Ad

SELL

BT tie o)

e OGLE COUNTY  OGLE COUNTY
511 601 203
STORAGE UNITS VEHICLES FOR SALE HELP WANTED
qfah'&_\‘o‘m' ] 2003 Har_ley Davidson Helo Wanted
RSEE i e v oo AR
STORAGE fl  (03132024RNL)

1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(next to D& Garage)

ADVERTISE
WITH US

NOW AVAILABLE
Storage Unit Sizes.
9x100 10'x10
10'x 15" 10'x 20" 105301

S ol T . " s i S

(-

ol o sl v o 1‘4

203

HELP WANTED

Byron School District
Job Postings

* Bus Monitor
* Elementary Lunchroom Supervisor
* 2nd Shift Custodian
+ Elementary Reading
Paraprofessional

ab
et
Se\ec o tu\’\“\@S g
o See posting )
©° ditiond
ﬁom\a’&\o

yron Community Unit
School District

is seeking to fill an Engineering

Instructor Position for the
2024 - 2025 school year, based on
an individual's defined skill set.
Position may be full-time or part-
time. Please see additional
information and job posting online
at www.byron226.org

Click on the ‘About Us’ tab, then Employment
Opportunities — High School Teaching Section

03042024

307
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEW MILFORD
REFRIGERATION

NEW, USED
SCRATCH & DENT
e Refrigerators ¢ Freezers

e Washers/Dryers ¢ Stoves

We also carry a
large selection
of refurbished
appliances with a
warranty. —_

6331 11th Street, Rockford

815-262-3900.......

Place an Ad:
Rochelle News-Leader
815-562-4171

Ogle County Life
815-732-2156

I 815-938-3644 informed that dwellings ibe:
dvertising. Read .
:n;/er IS(I;r;?Jtionedea etrz Please advertised are available Not sure Why 309 g:i?(:g“?;sieader
thoroughly — investigate ioave message. ] o0 an equal opportunity business is slow? PETS AND SUPPLIES
all ads, especially basis. : 815-562-4171
’_(hose asking for money Ogle County Life
in advance. 501 PUREBRED AKC B15-732-2156
301 APARTMENTS FOR
127 ANTIQUES RENT REGISTERED GOLDEN
SERVICESAND o | |RETRIEVER PUPPIES
Vintage Metal and Wood IS Not JUSt a saying in Parents on remises
FURMAN'S  Lawn Signs, Mik Botles & || GEEEOMRTE IR business. P : Allin the
Care and Tree Work. Local Advertising, Oak Water, sewer, garbage inc. Ready to go MarCh 18th_
Mowing, bushes, lcebox, !ron Dc.)or.Stop W/mOS/tumtS- HOthSE‘_Sk ] . . I
cring’ cleann, and Antique Lighting... || 07 el nike Advertise today and let your Asking $1,200 call or text Classifieds!
weeding and U 62628 o emal | aSiiin business be in sight and in the 815-298-5407
?L?rrr:an Call B#Se-r;ag;)j dickharms @hotmail.com 815-500-2302 minds of your customers.
WIN A $20 GIFT CERTIFICATE TOWARDS YOUR EASTER HAM!
[ ]
By simply dropping off your entry at these participating businesses. One winner per business.*
Deadline for entry is Wednesday, March 21, 2024 at Noon.
Winners will appear in the March 25, 2024 Life. Winners’ certificates will be mailed before Easter!
4 Byron County 3 & & & supERVALU &
1 ) & 1 : ) s : : ) ) :
i @ Mal‘kef B 2 . @ @ " @
' N NN 7t suifZnk N/ |N/ 204N.4thSt. Oregon N/ |
i Rt. 2 Byron, IL * 234-2311 o o :
L NAME: LT NAME: T NAME: —
! ADDRESS b ADDRESS: b ADDRESS: !
%0, 0,0 IIF 0.0 0,0 EIF o o 0.0 %
. X, A %, SN
+ & TowN O @ town: O @ Town: N
! NI Ng \V R \V
: PHONE o PHONE: o PHONE: :
E Seod *LIMIT 1 COUPON PER PERSON, PER LOCATION b4 E E e *LIMIT 1 COUPON PER PERSON, PER LOCATION Raaad E E Raaad *LIMIT 1 COUPON PER PERSON, PER LOCATION Raaed E
[TTTITTTTTTTmmommomsmsmmsmsoososomsmsomsmeoos HEH ettt ] e P I
! Your Independently owned c ity bank since 1882 : ! : r} VR f“x,
& SHII vy WFEW ! WX
: Lo ! R ,
|- 1 man ~d VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS. ~d . “ ;’
N/ BANK @ © VFW Post #8739 ¢ By i
E \T’ 1445 L Rt. 2 North 608 W. Blackhawk Dr. 101 E. Main St. \V E E \T’ 1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL \T’ E 6 wos 4 i‘uﬁ
: Oregon, IL Byron, IL Stillman Valley, IL : : 815-732-6851 : 5(’ 4
1 Y NAME: Yoo 1 1 Yovesy Yo | i
; ADDRESS: P ;
: - oores ¢ 72, RASTER WISHES
1 GO O.0F SR 0.0 0,0 h
s 57 AN S
. . TOWN: B HE o - ' : :
1 @ O 1 & TOWN: W ! "‘
' N PHONE: NN \V .
' 1o PHONE !
: *LIMIT 1 COUPON PER PERSON, PER LOCATION : : :
A Monday - Friday 9am-Spm SEEF 11 SSEY AL IMIT | COUPON PER PERSON, PER LOCATION 7" !
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How communities benefit
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Get the Word Out

How consumers can
spread the word about local

businesses

when consumers shop local

DEAS about
Ishopping are
never set in
stone, and the pan-
demic illustrated just
how quickly consum-
er trends and opinions
can change. Many
individuals are now
reevaluating how
they spend their hard-
earned money, partic-
ularly since inflation
has affected just
how far a dollar can
be stretched. When
consumers think
about which stores
to patronize, locally
owned businesses
may be the smartest
option for a number
of reasons — not the
least of which is the
way such enterprises
benefit the communi-
ties they call home.
More money kept
in the
community
Shopping local-
ly means that more
money will stay
in the community.
According to recent
research from Civic
Economics, local
eateries return nearly
79 percent of revenue
to the community,
compared to just over
30 percent for chain

restaurants. Overall,
for every $100 spent
at a local business,
around $73 remains
in the community,
verus roughly $43
when shopping at a
non-locally owned
business.

Get a personal

touch

Local business
owners typically are
inclined to go the
extra mile for their
customers and are
personally invested in
the services and prod-

A

ucts they are selling.
As a result, shopping
locally tends to be a
personalized experi-
ence. Furthermore,
a local business
owner may be more
amenable to ordering
products for specific
clientele. Such per-
sonalized service is
typically not acces-
sible when shopping
big box stores or
other shops where
owners are off-site.
Lines are short
Waiting in long

lines for checkout or
to pick up merchan-
dise ordered online
can drain consumers’
energy and contribute
to stress. Local busi-
nesses tend to have
short lines and small
crowds, which can
lead to a more pleas-
ant shopping experi-
ence.
Generates tax
revenue

Local businesses
generate more tax
revenue per sales
dollar, according to

Rubicon, a digital
marketplace for waste
and recycling busi-
nesses. Taxes paid by
local small businesses
go to support schools,
parks, roads, and
other programs that
benefit the communi-
ty as well.
Support nonprofits
Local businesses
often support good
work in the commu-
nity, such as nonprofit
groups. These can
include schools and
sports teams, among
other groups. Accord-
ing to Dr. Sue Lynn
Sasser, professor of
economics at the
University of Central
Oklahoma, studies
indicate nonprofits
“receive 250 percent

more support from
small businesses than
larger ones.”
Support other local
businesses

Local business
support other local
businesses by buying
and selling among
each other. A local,
independently owned
restaurant may source
its ingredients from
local farms, which
means visitors to such
eateries are support-
ing multiple local
businesses each time
they dine out.

Small business-
es are a boon to the
economy, particular-
ly local economies.
These enterprises help
their communities in
a multitude of ways.

Wﬂ@
PRO SHOP
&

“/Bowling, Model Car

Kits, Slot Cars,
Die Cast Cars,
Rockets & More

1211 S. 4th Street Suite 1, DeKalb

—LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON —

G FACEBOOK

815-758-4801

M-F 2PM-7PM | Sat 11AM-4PM | Sun 12PM-4PM

815-288-4500

‘ 207 West First Street
Dixon, IL 61021

" | Tues-Fri 10 to 5 ~ Sat 10-4

Visit us on Facebook

waterfrontgifts@comcast.net

~ Antiques ~
~ Primitives ~
~ Collectibles ~

03112024

_%

Vitamin B12
Injections
(limit 4)

Sprmg Specials

‘Botox
with Jeuveau

(eligible clients may receive an additional
g $40 off coupon!) :

—AM

beauty + wellness

101S. 4th Street
Suite #108 » Oregon, IL
815-222-7115
www.beambb.com

Semaglutide
weight loss
injections

(must mention this ad!)

03112024
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