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Students attend
Career Expo

RTHS students recently
attended the Building
Trades Career Expo on Feb.
22.Page 3
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National retailers Iookmg at
former site of Sullivan’s Foods

City commissions study to attract potential investment

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At
its Feb. 12 meeting, the
Rochelle City Council
unanimously approved a
resolution authorizing a
professional services agree-
mentwith Teska Associates
Inc. for $20,000 to conduct
a study on potential devel-
opment tools for the Caron
Ridge Shopping Center, the
former site of Sullivan’s
that has been vacant for
six years.

The city will explore
the tools of a tax increment
financing (TIF) districtand
a business development
district, which can help with
developing areas that have
been vacant for years.

The city already has
three TIF districts, which
the council expressed sat-
isfaction with at its January
meeting. TIF districts grow
funds after development
is seen in an area based
on the difference in im-
proved value. That money
is then used to incentivize
developers. The city has
not had experience in the
past with a business de-
velopment district, which

years.

sees development funds
raised by an increase in
sales tax, specifically only
in the districtit’s located. A
sales tax increase at the site
of the Caron Ridge Shop-
ping Center would be in
.25-percent increments up
to one percent. In order for
abusiness developmentdis-
trict and sales tax increase,

the eventual business that
fills the space would have
to ask for it.

City Manager Jeff Fie-
genschuh said the study
and move towards a devel-
opment tool came after the
Sullivan’s Foods company
andbuildingchanged hands
into new ownership. The
entire shopping center, in-

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
At its Feb. 12 meeting, the Rochelle City Council unanimously approved a
resolution authorizing a professional services agreement with Teska Associates
Inc. for $20,000 to conduct a study on potential development tools for the Caron
Ridge Shopping Center, the former site of Sullivan’s that has been vacant for six

cluding the otherbusinesses
initthatarecurrentlyactive,
would be included in the
potential TIF or business
development district.

“Honestly, I think we
should have looked at this
a lot sooner,” Fiegenschuh
said.

See SULLIVAN’S pg 8
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Phase 2 of
treatment plant
project begins
this spring

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At
its meeting Feb. 12, the
Rochelle City Councilunan-
imously approved items to
allow phasetwo ofupgrades
to the Rochelle Municipal
Utilities wastewater treat-
mentplanttomove forward.

The council previously
rejected bids for the project
in 2022 due to excessive
costs. A redesign was done
that resulted in a $10.67
million bid being approved
in February. The project
will be financed through
an [EPA loan program. The
loan currently includes $3.4
million in principal forgive-
ness and a 20-year term at
1.36 percent interest. Engi-
neering on the project will
cost $650,500 and the total
cost will be $11,640,600.
The city will repay a total
amount of $8,148,420 after
forgiveness.

See PLANT page 2

VFW presents $201,276 check to Queen of Hearts winner
‘We just want to support our veterans and... make things better for them’

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On
Friday, March 1, the Ro-
chelle VFW Post 3878
presented a $201,276
check to the winner of its
Queen of Hearts contest,
Steven Bialas. The contest
ran the full 54 weeks and
reached a $335,460 total
final jackpot.

The Queen of Hearts
drawinginvolves 54 cards
hidden under a covering
to be revealed one card
per week until the Queen
of Hearts is drawn. There
are 52 playing deck cards
with the two jokers hid-
den. Players at the local
post can purchase tickets
in increments of six for $5
and write a number corre-
sponding to a hidden card
on the board and their in-
formation on them before
placingthemin atumbling
drum. One ticket is drawn
each Tuesday night and
the card with the number
on the ticket is revealed.

When the Queen of
Hearts is drawn, the win-
ner receives 70 percent of
the pot if they are present
for the drawing and 60
percent if they are not
present. The remaining

T you|

thing of )|
in: he'll b
d there,

Con

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

On Friday, March 1, the Rochelle VFW Post 3878 presented a $201,276 check to the winner of its Queen of
Hearts contest, Steven Bialas. The contest ran the full 54 weeks and reached a $335,460 total final jackpot.

30-40 percent is split be-
tween the post and local
non-profit organizations.

Early in 2023, a pre-
vious iteration of the
Queen of Hearts saw a
full 54-week run with the
final jackpot standing at
$77,980. That record was

We are proud to be voted Ogle County’s

Stillman

BANK

v’ Best Local Bank
v’ Best Mortgage Lending Services
v/ Best Financial Planner
v’ Best Customer Service

www.stillmanbank.com

broken in the most recent
run. The next Queen of
Hearts board will start on
March 12 with the jackpot
being $100,165. Tickets
are available now at the
post.

VEW Trustee and
Past Commander Bill

Baumgartner said the
most recent Queen of
Hearts run yielded a lot of
work and fun for the post’s
leadership, members and
staff.

“This time was really a
lotofwork,” Baumgartner
said. “It was crazy. Our

second-to-last jackpot
went 54 numbers as well
and it was only $77,980.
This was almost five times
as big. We went through a
lot of tickets. We had a lot
of good help.”

See QUEEN page 2
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PLANT: RMU'’s Lanning details next phase of wastewater treatment project

From page 1

The city expects to
obtain the loan agreement
on March 8, hold a pre-
construction meeting on
March 27, start construc-
tion on May 1 of this year
and finalize the project in
June 2025.

RMU Superintendent
of Water/Water Reclama-
tion Adam Lanning said
the project will involve
converting half of the
plant’s treatment process
to biological nutrient
removal for removing
phosphorus.

The first phase of the
upgrades wrapped up
in 2021 and cost $7.4
million with $2.5 million
forgiven on thatloan. That
phase included upgrading
headworks equipment,
converting aeration to
biological phosphorus
removal, upgrading the
anaerobic lagoon, adding
an office administration
building and the conver-
sion of the plant’s lab.

Regulations on phos-
phorus are coming in
2030, Lanning said, which
is the basis for much
of the past and future
improvements. Other im-
provements will involve
rehabbing excess flow

lagoons that handle water
that exceeds capacity of
the plantinrain events and
high-flow times. Filters
will also be upgraded.
The project will also put
infrastructure in place to
do chemical removal of
phosphorus, if needed.

“This second phase
should meet the upcom-
ing phosphorus limits by
2030,” Lanning said. “It’s
going to give us several
years to perfect the system
before that. Currently the
EPA is making us do a
nutrient assessment re-
duction plan by the end
of this year. It’s basically
a watershed study on the
Rock River from the Wis-
consinborderalmosttothe
MississippiRiver.It’sa$1
million study we’ve done
over the last three years.
We’relookingatall the nu-
trient inputs from different
communities, municipali-
ties and agriculture. We’ll
submit that and the EPA
will determine what we
think could likely end up
being an even lower limit
ofphosphorus. Ifthatdoes
happen, we’ll be required
to incorporate chemical
removal.”

Lanning said that after
the phase two project,
he doesn’t anticipate the

wastewater treatment
plant will need any more
major work “for a while.”
He doesn’t see any other
major environmental reg-
ulations coming in the next
20-30 years.

The total repayment by
the city for both phases of
work at the wastewater
treatment plant will be
around $13 million.

“I think that’s a pretty
good number considering
I’veheard of communities
payingupwards of $30-50
million for new treatment
plants,” Lanning said.
“We’re trying to stay
ahead of that. Our plant
was originally built in the
1990s. The length of the
life of a plant depends on
when it was built and the
quality of'its construction.
Typically, the life of one
nowadays is typically
around 30 years. The
really expensive portion
of replacing a wastewater
facility is the concrete.
Our concrete is in good
shape. Anything that’s
been jeopardized, we’re
repairing it. The goal is
to keep it there and just
replace the mechanicals.”

RMU has gotten out
ahead of regulations and
done the work to meet
them before being forced

WATER
RECLAMATION &
WATER DIVISION

Tunter
| D B19562-2761 §
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(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

At its meeting Feb. 12, the Rochelle City Council unanimously approved items to
allow phase two of upgrades to the Rochelle Municipal Utilities wastewater
treatment plant to move forward.

to by the IEPA. Lanning
said expenses can add up
quickly inthose situations.

The wastewater treat-
ment plant upgrades will
also allow RMU to be
prepared for growth the
city hopes for in its res-
idential, industrial and
commercial sectors. City

Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh
praised Lanning and his
department for their work.

“A lot of people don’t
think about what it takes
to keep a society in oper-
ation,” Fiegenschuh said.
“Having a wastewater
treatment plant in good
shape doesn’t just help

with economic develop-
ment, it’s quality of life.
Adam has done a fantastic
job. We’re able to keep our
rates lower than a lot of
communities. It’s because
we get these grants and
these low-interest forgive-
ness loans.”

QUEEN: Rochelle VFW presents check to contest winner

From page 1

“It just got to the
point where it became
a madhouse in here at
times. All in all, it went
pretty smoothly. We had
no problems or hiccups.
[ enjoy seeing people
come out and meeting
them. It’s a lot of work,
but it’s a lot of fun too.”

Baumgartner said that
the biggest hurdle for
the post with hosting
the Queen of Hearts
with a large jackpot
is when overwhelming
crowds can be seen. The
VFW’s leadership plans
to meet to discuss how to
best handle crowds and
decide on which local
nonprofits to donate the

recent proceeds to.

Following the 54-
week run that yielded a
$77,980 total jackpot,
the Queen of Hearts
was drawn on the first
card in the next draw-
ing. Baumgartner said
he didn’t expect to see
another 54-week run
after that.

“We didn’t expect to

Come Join the Fun...
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Spaghetti Dinner &
PTO Fmily Game Night

March 15, 2024 s /f(ea/fs’fa/o everyone 4 §20 way
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5-7pm ‘
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Lincoln School Cafeteria

All proceeds from the
event will go directly back

to PreSchool to Grade

8 students through
teacher grant applications.

Can t make it7

Feel free to donate directly to the
Crawford Foundation

faﬁ fam@ ’ /D 7? /[a/r(/@ ? ame
/V/}éb‘ f/‘w toall

03062024

see it go the full distance
and see the dollar amount
get so high,” Baumgart-
ner said. “I was getting
nervous that the Queen
of Hearts wasn’t on the
board under a number.
It was a lot of fun. With
us starting at such a high
number, I’'m worried the
next one could go on
a long run that reaches

a high number. In this
past one, the last three
months saw it get bigger
and bigger and spiral. It’s
just unreal how large it
got. It’s going to help the
community and charities
alot.”

The VFW started host-
ing Queen of Hearts
contests to help local
charities and raise money

we insure your
car. because
accidents happen.

Dimond Bros.

Insurance Since 1867

401 N. Main St. | Rochelle, IL
815.562.5596 | DimondBros.com

Auto-Owners
INSURANCE

LIFE - HOME « CAR - BUSINESS

NECECITA USTED ALIMENTOS

Si usted no alcanza lo suficiente para sustentar su
comida, la Despensa Movil de Northern lllinois Food Bank

puede ayudarle.

La Despensa Movil de Northern lllinois Food Bank distribuye cominda
nutritiva en lugares con necesidades altas.

La comida es gratuita para que los vecinos puedan prosperar.

Por favor traiga bolsas o cajas para envasar su comida.

La comida se distribuye por orden de
llegada, hasta agotar la existencias.
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Escanee el codigo
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VECINOS.
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www.SolveHungerToday.org/GetHelp

for the post including
needed improvements to
the building. The VFW’s
leadership will also soon
decide on how it will use
its portion of the recent
jackpot.

Baumgartner said the
post is looking at differ-
entimprovements for the
building including reno-
vation of one bathroom
facility, replacing floors,
a new PA system and a
new lift. The post recent-
ly completed renovations
to one of its bathrooms.

“I’m glad to see things
are going to slow down
for a few months and
come back to what I call
normal,” Baumgartner
said. “Over the weekends
people are here buying
tickets. It’s phenomenal
as far as revenue goes for
us. That’s going to help
with alot of the expenses
we have.”

Baumgartner thanked
the VFW’s bartenders
for their work on serving
crowds and selling tick-
ets, along with its mem-
bers that volunteered
to help with the busier
drawings.

“We just want to sup-
port our veterans and
see what we can do
to make things better
for them,” Baumgartner
said. “That’s why we
keep doing this stuff.”

jueves, 24 de marza de 2023

4:00pm-5:30pm

Rochelle Community Hospital

900 N Second St

Rochelle, IL 61068
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NIU STEM Café explores the past, present
and future of weather forecasting

SUGARGROVE—At
the next NIU STEM Café,
learn about the history and
recent progress of weather
forecasting with NIU As-
sociate Professor of Earth,
Atmosphere and Envi-
ronment Vittorio (Victor)
Gensini, Ph.D.

The STEM Café will
take place on Wednes-
day, March 6 from 6:30
p.m.to 8:30p.m.atFireside
Grille, 49 Sugar Lane, Sug-
ar Grove.

More information avail-
ableatgo.niu.edu/stemcafe.

Humans have been at-
tempting to predict the
weather for thousands of
years. However, our current

instruments and modeling
techniques are quite re-
cent. Computers, weather
satellites and networks of
meteorological observa-
tories have made weather
forecasting much more
accurate in recent decades.
At this STEM Cafe,
you’ll learn about the his-
tory and recent progress
of weather forecasting,
including the impact of
new technology. We’ll also
hear about future potential
advances in forecasting
atmospheric conditions.
Gensini earned his BA
and MA atNorthern Illinois
University and his Ph.D. at
the University of Georgia.

Hisresearch coversextreme
weather and climate, with
specific interest in severe
convective storms, synop-
tic/mesoscale meteorology,
applied climatology, GIS
techniques, geosciencedata
visualization, weather fore-
castingand climate change.

Northern Illinois Uni-
versity STEM Cafés are
part of NIU STEAM and
are designed to increase
public awareness of the
critical role that STEM
fields play in our everyday
lives. They are offered in
partnership with the NIU
Alumni Association and
madepossible with support
from Bayer Fund.
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(COURTESY PHOTO)

Ogle County Democratic Central
Committee donates to food pantries

The members of the Ogle County Democratic Central Committee made a
difference in their community by recently donating a total of $800 amongst eight
Ogle County food pantries, an idea that originated during the pandemic as a
unique way to celebrate the holiday season together since in person gatherings
were not possible. The Ogle County Dems have raised over $3,200 for area food
pantries over the last four years. “l am so proud of our members again this year,”
said Committee Member David “Skip” Donald said. “Helping people is what the
Democratic party is all about.” For more information about the Ogle County
Democrats, visit their website at Oglecountydems.org. or attend their monthly
meeting, which is held on the first Tuesday of every month at 6:30 p.m. at the VFW
in Oregon. Shown is Donald delivering a donation to Darlene Shafer, treasurer,

Polo Lifeline Food Pantry.

GriefShare Support Group starting
13-week seminar March 21

ROCHELLE — Have
you been looking for some-
where to go to better under-
stand, share, and be with
others who’ve also expe-
rienced loss? GriefShare
SupportGroupisa 13-week,
Christ-centered support

group seminar for people
who have lost a spouse,
child, family member, or
friend through death. Study
Guides cost $20 (if finances
areanissue, scholarshipsare
available). Contact Yolonda
atyolondita@gmail.com or

Chrissy at chrissy w@
comcast.net for more in-
formation. Meetings will
be held at First General
Baptist Church, 500 S. 12th
St., Rochelle for 13 weeks
beginningonMarch?21 from
6-8 p.m.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
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PLUMBERS AND PIPEFITTERS LOCAL 23
75-YEAR ANNIVERSARY :5Sknoias a's. 2023

XA _—
RTHS students attend Building Trades Career Expo

On Feb. 22, Mrs. Jacobs and Mrs. Harvey of Rochelle Township High School had
the opportunity to take a group of students to the 2024 Building Trades Career
Expo at the Plumbers & Pipefitters Local 23 Training Center in Rockford. The
students explored construction careers in the skilled trades and learned about
world-class apprenticeship programs. Participating in hands-on activities also

"0l

O

added to their experience.
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Belvidere Collectible Coins

~ Call For Directions ~

880 Belvidere Road ¢ Belvidere, IL

www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum,
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:00pm ¢ Sat. 10:30am-2pm

(815) 547-7111

THIS 6 THAT

SYCAMORE ANTIQUES

Colloctiblos

520 E. Lincoln Hwy., DeKalb, IL
815.909.1069
Open 7 days a week
Antiques, MCM, Primitives & Vintage
Dixie Belle Paint Company Elite Retailer
Redesign with Prima Retailer

JAMES AND ANN TUCKER,
PROPRIETORS

321 WEST STATE STREET
SYCAMORE, ILLINOIS
OPEN

WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY
10:00 AMTO 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM FRIDAY

815-895-4720

Be included in the Antiques & Collectibles spotlight!

Call:
Andrew Heiserman 815-561-2123

Christel Ackland 815-561-2153
Chris Grimm 815-561-2125
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ROCHELLE POLICE

ROCHELLE — On
March 1 at 12:37 p.m.
Kristina M. Armenta, 37,
of Rockford was arrested
on an outstanding Ogle
County warrant. She paid
$300 and was released
with an April 5 Ogle
County court date.

On March 1 at 11:47
a.m. Larry G. Harris, 65,
of Creston was cited for
speeding 50 miles per
hourina 30 miles per hour
zone. He signed a promise
to comply and was given
an April 5 Rochelle court
date.

On March 1 at 2:07
p.m. Richard Harris, 58,
of Rochelle was cited for
disobeying a stop sign.
He signed a promise to
comply and was given
an April 5 Rochelle court
date.

On March 1 at 2:29
p.m. Juan M. Castil-
lo-Flores, 23, of Rock-
ford was arrested for no
valid driver’s license. He
signed a promise to com-
ply and was given an April
5 Rochelle court date.

On March 1 at 2:59
p.m. Tyree A. Simmons
Jr. was cited for operating
an uninsured vehicle and
disobeying a stop sign.
He signed a promise to
comply and was given
an April 5 Rochelle court
date.

On March 1 at 3:35
p.m. Aaron J. Vonder-
gathen, 21, of Rochelle
was cited for speeding
63 miles per hour in a 40
miles per hour zone. He
signed a promise to com-
ply and was given an April
5 Rochelle court date.

On March 1 at 4:59
p.m. Jessica A. Kerr, 33,
of Rochelle was cited for
speeding 53 miles per
hour in a 30 miles per
hour zone. She signed a
promise to comply and
was given an April 5
Rochelle court date.

Any arrests listed in this paper are
merely charges and the defendants
are presumed innocent unless
proven guilty in a court of law.
Please note that all police reports
received from the Rochelle

DEPARTMENT

On March 1 at 4 p.m.
Juan A. Mandujano-Car-
nash, 27, of Rochelle was
cited forno valid registra-
tion. He signed a promise
to comply and was given
an April 5 Rochelle court
date.

On March 1 at 5:22
p.m. Zachary A. Marney,
29, of Rocjelle was cited
for no valid registration.
He signed a promise to
comply and was given
an April 5 Rochelle court
date.

On March 2 at 9:47
a.m. Matea M. Salgado,
23, of Rochelle was cited
for no valid registration.
She signed a promise to
comply and was given an
April 5 Rochelle court
date.

On March 2 at 9:23
a.m. Juan A. Gonzalez,
27, of Kirkland was cited
for speeding 60 miles per
hourina40 miles per hour
zone. He signed a promise
to comply and was given
an April 5 Rochelle court
date.

On March 2 at 10:20
a.m. a 17-year-old juve-
nile of Creston was cited
for speeding 61 miles per
hourina40miles per hour
zone. He signed a promise
to comply and was given
an April 5 Rochelle court
date.

On March 2 at 1:43
p.m. Timothy M. Kittle,
51, of Rochelle was cited
for speeding 56 miles per
hourina35 milesper hour
zone. He signed a promise
to comply and was given
an April 5 Rochelle court
date.

On March 2 at 4:32
p.m. Kevin M. Piotrows-
ki, 21, of Genoa was cited
for speeding 63 miles per
hourina40 miles per hour
zone. He signed a promise
to comply and was given
an April 5 Rochelle court
date.

On March 2 at 4:56

Report policy

Police, the Ogle County Sheriff’s
Department and the lllinois State
Police, will be printed without
exception. Requests to omit
particular reports will not be
considered or honored at any time.

p-m. Eric L. Smith, 34, of
Braidwood was cited for
disobeying a stop sign.
He signed a promise to
comply and was given
an April 5 Rochelle court
date.

On March 2 at 4:42
p.m. Melisa Martinez, 31,
of Rochelle was cited for
disobeying a stop sign.
She signed a promise to
comply and was given an
April 5 Rochelle court
date.

On March 2 at 9:19
p.m. Zoe Ujcic,27,0fRo-
chelle was cited for fail-
ure to yield. She signed
a promise to comply and
was given an April 5 Ro-
chelle court date.

On March 3 at 7:56
a.m. Sandoval Rafael
Arroyo, 18, of Rochelle
was cited for speeding
50 miles per hour in a 30
miles per hour zone. He
signed a promise to com-
ply and was given an April
5 Rochelle court date.

On March 3 at 2:55
p.m. David Escutia, 25,
of Rochelle was cited
for speeding 48 miles per
hourina30miles per hour
zone. He signed a promise
to comply and was given
an April 5 Rochelle court
date.

On March 3 at 6:32
p.m. Lisa A. Kopplin, 54,
of Rochelle was arrested
on outstanding warrants
in Woodford and Ogle
Counties and transferred.

All individuals are
considered innocent until
proven guilty.
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 Care provided by the entire hospice
team: physician, nurse, social worker,
certified nursing assistant, chaplain,
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

e Care is individualized and based on
the patient’s and family’s goals of
comfort and quality of life.

* Supplies, equipment and medications.

 Service where the patient resides.

© Specialize in pain & symptom
management.

o Spiritual enrichment and bereavement
counseling. /

 Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/
Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet,
etc.

* Ability to provide education to
caregivers and family members.

H Unity

Hospice and
Palliative Care
o @unityhospice

CALL/UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

OREGON — On Feb.
27 at approximately 8:45
a.m. deputies arrested
Sean Callaway, 28, of Dix-
onwhen he turned himself
into the Ogle County
Jail. He was arrested an
outstanding Ogle County
warrant for driving while
license suspended. There
was no bond set on the
warrant and Callaway
appeared in court on Feb.
27 at 1 p.m. Callaway was
released and will return to
court on April 28 at 9 a.m.

On Feb. 27 at approxi-
mately 3:13 p.m. deputies
responded to a domestic
problem at 107 E. Mead-
owland Drive in rural Ro-
chelle. Afterinvestigation,
deputies placed James
Strenge, 56, of Rochelle
under arrest for domestic
battery. Strenge was trans-
ported to the Ogle County
Jail he was held pending a
court appearance in front
of a judge.

On Feb. 27 at approxi-
mately 4:16 p.m. deputies
and Rochelle Fire and
EMS responded to the
area of Mulford Road and
Bethel Road in reference
to a one-vehicle rollover
accident with injuries.
Upon arrival, deputies lo-
cated a black Ford Escape
upside down in the east
ditch with heavy damage,
and the driver, Pamela
Schneiderwind-Lopez, 59,
of Rochelle, was still in
the vehicle. EMS arrived
on the scene, extricat-
ed Schneiderwind-Lopez
from the vehicle, and
transported her to Javon
Bea Mercy Hospital for
non-life-threatening in-
juries. After investiga-
tion, deputies learned
that Schneiderwind-Lopez
was traveling northbound
before having a medical
episode, traveling off of
the east side of the ditch
and striking a culvert
before overturning. Cres-
ton Fire Department also
assisted with the accident.

On Feb. 28 at approxi-
mately 3:30 p.m. deputies
arrested Corey Stone, 28,
of Oregon at the Ogle
County Courthouse. He
was arrested for contempt
of court. Stone posted
bond and will return to
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court on April 29 at 9 a.m.

On Feb. 28 at approxi-
mately 3:09 p.m. deputies
arrested Anna Allison,
31, of DeKalb at the Ogle
County Courthouse. She
was arrested for contempt
of court.

On Feb. 28 at approx-
imately 7 p.m. deputies
responded to the 100 block
of EastMeadowland Drive
in Rochelle regarding a
possible violation of bond
conditions. As a result of
an investigation, deputies
placed James G. Strenge,
56, of Rochelle, under
arrest for violation of bail
bond conditions. Strenge
was transported to the
Ogle County Jail where
he was held pending an
appearance before ajudge.

On Feb. 29 at approx-
imately 1:15 p.m. Jeremy
Lopez, 29, of Elmwood
Park turned himself into
the Ogle County Jail. He
had a failure to appear
warrant. Lopez posted
bond and does not need
to return to court.

On Feb. 29 at approx-
imately 4:40 p.m., the
Ogle County 911 Dispatch
Center received a 911 call
indicating a 4-year-old
child had been mauled
by a dog in rural Monroe
Center, and CPR was in
progress. The child was
transported to a Rock-
ford hospital, where they
succumbed to the inju-
ries. Monroe Township
Fire Protection District,
Stillman Fire Protection
District, Illinois State
Police, and Mercy Health
MD-1 assisted Ogle Coun-
ty Sheriff’s deputies. The
investigation is ongoing.

On March 1 atapproxi-
mately 9:06 p.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop
in the 100 block of North
Grant Street in Byron.
Upon investigation, Ari-
el C Williamsen, 32, of
Sterling, was placed under
arrest for driving while
license suspended, and an
active Lee County warrant
for failure to appear. Wil-
liamsen was also cited for
no front registration and
operating an uninsured
motor vehicle. Williamsen
was transported to the Ogle
County Jail before being
released on a notice to
appear and given a future
court date.

On March 1 atapproxi-
mately 8:22 p.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop
in the 100 block of South
6™ Street in Rochelle. Af-
ter a brief investigation,
Deputies arrested Marco
Hernandez-Mandujano,
30,ofRochelle, fordriving
while license suspended.
Hernandez-Mandujano
was additionally cited for
equipment violations and
illegal transportation of
alcohol. Hernandez-Man-
dujano was released on a
notice to appear and shall
appear in court at a later
date.

On March 2 at approxi-
mately 9:48 p.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop
near the intersection of
Illinois Route 251 and
Lindenwood Road. After
investigation, deputies
placed Rosalind Kastner,
48, of Sycamore, under
arrest foran active DeKalb
County warrant. Kastner
was transported to the Ogle
County Jail and was held
on a no bond warrant.

On March 2 at approx-
imately 10:20 a.m. dep-
uties and Polo Fire/EMS
Department responded
to a two-vehicle crash
on Illinois Route 64 at
Summer Hill Road in ru-
ral Polo. Throughout the
course of an investigation,
itwas learned Marcia Frey,
66, of Mt. Morris was
operating a 2008 Pontiac
Grand Prix and traveling

directly in front of a 2021
Subaru Ascent when she
conducted a U-turn at the
intersection of Illinois
Route 64 and Summer Hill
Road causing a collision
with the Subaru. Two oc-
cupants of the Subaru were
transported by ambulance
to Freeport Memorial
Hospital for treatment of
non-life-threatening inju-
ries. Both vehicles were
towed due to disabling
damage. Frey received
a citation for improper
U-turn.

On March 2 at approx-
imately 4 p.m. deputies
and the Polo Fire/EMS
Departmentrespondedtoa
single-vehicle motorcycle
crash on Illinois Route 52
near the intersection of
Goose Hollow Road. After
conducting an investiga-
tion, Lukus Hicks, 27, of
Lanark, was issued cita-
tions for improper passing
and failure to reduce speed
toavoid anaccident. Hicks
was transported by Polo
EMS to KSB Hospital in
Dixon.

On March 3 at approxi-
mately 1:22 a.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop
in the 200 block of South
Sth Streetin Oregon. After
investigation, deputies
placed Kaylee Johnson,
22, 0f Oregon,under arrest
for driving while under the
influence ofalcohol. John-
sonwasadditionallyissued
acitation forimproper lane
usage. Johnson was trans-
ported to the Ogle County
Jailwhere she wasreleased
on a notice to appear and
given a future court date.

OnMarch4at8:27a.m.
deputies conducted a traf-
fic stop on Illinois Route
2 at Lost Nation Road just
inside of Lee County. As
aresult, Darla M. Russell,
33, of Dixon was arrested
for driving while license
suspended, and an Ogle
County warrant for con-
tempt of court. Russell
was released on a notice
to appear for the driving
while license suspended
charge, and transported
to the Ogle County Jail on
the warrant.

On March 4 at 11:20
a.m. deputies conducted a
traffic stop on East Illinois
Route 72 at North Marrill
Road. Asaresult, deputies
arrested Fabrico A. Prim-
era-Cuicas, 25, of Chica-
go for no valid driver’s
license. Primera-Cuicas
was additionally issued
citations for operation
of a motor vehicle with
suspended registration,
and aturn signal violation.
Primeta-Cuicas was trans-
ported to the Ogle County
Jail where he was released
on a notice to appear with
a future court date.

On March 4 at approx-
imately 5 p.m. deputies,
with the assistance of the
Polo Fire Department and
Mt. Morris Fire Depart-
ment, responded to the
White Pines State Park,
6712 W. Pines Road, in re-
sponse to a single-vehicle
accident. Upon investiga-
tion, it was learned a dark
blue Mitsubishi, driven by
William E Bergeson, 22,
of Sycamore, was nego-
tiating a curve when they
lost control, struck a tree,
and overturned. Bergeson,
along with an additional
male passenger, were
transported to the hospital
for non-life-threatening
injuries. Bergeson was
cited for driving under
the influence of alcohol,
failure to reduce speed/
too fast for conditions,
and expired registration.
Bergeson was released on
anotice to appear and pro-
vided a future court date.

Allindividuals are con-
sidered innocent until
proven guilty.
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AFC FFA participates in Food Science Career Development Event

On Feb. 28, members of the Ashton-Franklin Center FFA participated in the Food Science Career Development Event hosted at Rochelle Township High School.
Activities included aroma identification, triangle tests, an exam and a team problem where the teams created a healthy children’s drink. The AFC team won second
place overall. Ella Coffman and Kate Viall tied for first place individual, and after choosing a random tiebreaker question Ella received first place and Kate second place.
The AFC middle school team received first place overall. Dani Kaecker won second place individual and Elsie Viall won fifth place individual.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

For his February 2024 local business highlight, State Rep. Bradley Fritts (R-Dixon)
chose to highlight Lincolnway Cafe in Franklin Grove. Rep. Fritts spent time

touring the business and presented the owners with a certificate of appreciation
for their contributions to the community.

Rep. Fritts honors Lincolnway Cafe for
February Local Business Highlight

FRANKLIN GROVE
— For his February 2024
local business highlight,
State Rep. Bradley Fritts
(R-Dixon) chose to high-
light Lincolnway Cafe
in Franklin Grove. Rep.
Fritts spent time touring the
business and presented the
owners with a certificate of
appreciation fortheir contri-
butions to the community.

“This month, I chose
to honor Lincolnway Cafe
because they are an excel-
lent, family-owned restau-
rant that gives back to our

community,” Fritts said.
“Not only is the customer
service and food top-notch,
but they also support the
local women’s club, Ashton
and Franklin Grove sports,
as well as many other area
events.”

Lincolnway Cafe was
opened nearly 18 years
ago by owners Muda and
Joe. Muda was raised in
the restaurant industry and
followed in her father’s
footsteps, who also owned
a family restaurant.

Rep. Fritts concluded,

“It’s not an easy time to
own a local family restau-
rant. I applaud Muda and
Joe on their dedication
to Lincolnway Cafe and
the entire Franklin Grove
community.”

Lincolnway Cafe is lo-
cated at 137 N. Elm St. in
Franklin Grove.

To nominate a local
business in District 74 for a
future highlight, visit Rep-
Fritts.com and select Lo-
cal Business Highlight
Submission Form under
Resources.

LCFB works to advance
legislative priorities at GALC

SPRINGFIELD -
More than 400 Illinois
Farm Bureau members
gathered in Springfield
for IFB’s Governmen-
tal Affairs Leadership
Conference (GALC) on
Feb. 20. Local, state, and
national political leaders
and legislators met with
Farm Bureau leaders
from across the state,
including six members of
Lee County Farm Bureau
to discuss IFB’s 2024
legislative priorities.

The event culminated
inalegislative reception,
with nearly 80 elected
officials in attendance to
meet with [FB members.

“As an organization,
the most powerful thing
we can do is connect our
members with lawmak-
ers,” IFB President Brian
Duncansaid. “Our mem-
bers consistently make
an impact on policy by
giving legislators a true,
boots-on-the-ground ex-
pert in agriculture.”

Featured speakers
included former Ari-
zona U.S. Sen. Martha
McSally, who was the
first woman in the U.S.
Air Force history to fly
a fighter jet in combat
and command a fight-
er squadron, and Kirk
Bado, editor of the Na-
tional Journal Hotline.
Breakout sessions fea-
tured experts on topics
including the active state
legislative term, stabi-
lizing the ag workforce,
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lllinois Farm Bureau President Brian Duncan talks to
more than 400 attendees of IFB’s Governmental Af-
fairs Leadership Conference about what it means to
build the organization for success. The daylong event
in Springfield featured speakers, breakout sessions
and a legislative reception.

livestock, soil productiv-
ity and more.

GALC is the annual
central event around
IFB’s longstanding ef-
forts to connect members
and legislators. IFB’s
Adopt-A-Legislator pro-
gram, which is more than
20 years old now, fosters
long-term personal rela-
tionships between urban
legislators and farmers
across the state. IFB’s
annual Leaders to Wash-
ington trip connects
farmers with national
legislators.

This year’s confer-
ence, themed “Building
for Success,” identified
obstacles agriculture
may face in the com-
ing years and how to
build relationships with
governmental leaders.
Many breakout sessions

focused on IFB’s legis-
lative priorities for the
upcoming year, includ-
ing a new bipartisan
estate tax reform bill,
stabilized labor wages,
California’s Proposition
12 and more. During the
sessions, members had
opportunities to share
their perspectives with
Farm Bureau leadership
and staff.

“Every year, our mem-
bers demonstrate both
depth of knowledge on
key ag topics and a de-
sire to grow and absorb
the latest information
on emerging issues,”
Duncan said. “That’s
what makes GALC suc-
cessful, and that’s why
so many key legislators
go out of their way to
meet and partner with
our members.”
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MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY

120 W. South St,,
Franklin Grove
815-456-2334

Bar/Restaurant

Ralphie and Lulu’s

812 Main St., Ashton
815-453-2103

Community Building

Mills and Petrie Memorial

Building
Hourly, daily rentals for
your event
815-973-8397

Funeral Home
Beverage Lyons Funeral
Home
601 Richardson Ave.,
Ashton, 815-453-2441
beveragefamilyfh.com
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Insurance

Bradford Victor-Adams

Mutual Insurance
Company

120 W. South St., Franklin

Grove
815-456-2334

Public Librar

Mills and Petrie Memorial

Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213
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Beverage Lyons

Funeral Home

601 Richardson Ave., Ashton
815-453-2441
beveragefamilyfh.com
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Fiegenschuh: 2024 is moving Rochelle forward

024 isofftoagreat

2 start in Rochelle.
Our team at the

City of Rochelleis looking
forward to a productive
and eventful year. Mayor
Bearrows hosted our an-
nual state of the commu-
nity address on March 19
at City Hall. 2023 was a
successful year for our or-
ganization, and we feel it
is appropriate to highlight
our accomplishments and
promote projects set for
2024. Wehave numerous
projects slated for this
coming year, honestly
there are too many to listin
this article. However, I do
want to highlight several
due to their size, scope
and policy significance.
First are the downtown

PAID LETTER

improvements we plan
to make that are being
funded in part through a
State of [1linois downtown
improvement grant.

The project includes a
new downtown restroom
facility along with an
open area for gathering
and events, resurfacing
of parking lots, rede-
velopment of blighted
properties, new sidewalks
and undergrounding of
utilities. A committee of
staffand council members
has been working on the
restroom and open space
plan and will be ready to
presentarecommendation
to the full city council in
the coming month.

Our Community De-
velopment department

created an arts committee
made up of residents and
business owners to help
create more public art in
our downtown and other
public spaces. This group
of dedicated individuals
has brought a lot of great
ideas to our at-
tention, and I am
very excited for
the community to
see their work in
action.

Our utility de-
partments contin-
ue making major
investments in in-
frastructure. The
planned improvements in-
cludethe design work fora
new substation on the west
end of Rochelle onIllinois
Route 38, the construction

Fiegenschuh

of a new 138Ky line that
will tie all RMU substa-
tions together to reduce
outages, the design and
beginning construction of
anew iron removal water
treatment plant at Caron
Road, continued updates
to the wastewater
treatment plant
and cleaning and
repainting of the
water tower lo-
cated on Illinois
Route 251 at the
overpass.

Our public
works and engi-
neering depart-
ments have numerous
storm sewer and street
improvement projects
planned this year includ-
ing the reconstruction

and signalization of the
20" Street and Flagg
Road intersection, bridge
improvements at 7" Ave-
nue and Kyte Creek, re-
building numerous alleys
throughout the town and
the cap and closure of Unit
1 atthe Rochelle Landfill.

Finally, with pending
retirements in 2024, our
team is implementing
several departmental con-
solidations. These chang-
es will improve our core
service delivery model
and save your taxpayer
money.

We continue filling
critical open positions in
the fire and police depart-
ments as well. [ want to
thank our entire staff in
the city and utilities. Ro-

chelle is served by a group
of dedicated people who
work to put the community
first and deliver services
impartially to all our res-
idents and customers.
Feel free to call or email
me with any questions
or suggestions. Let’s all
work together to continue
moving our community in
a positive direction.
“Iam ready to face any
challenges that might be
foolish enough to face
me.” -Dwight Schrute
“Nothing isimpossible.
The word itself says I'M
POSSIBLE.” -Audrey
Hepburn
Jeffrey A. Fiegenschuh,
ICMA-CM, MPA, is the
city manager of the City
of Rochelle.

| etter to the Editor: Vote for Horner

EAR editor,
After serv-
ing Ogle Coun-

ty as county clerk and
recorder for over 19 years
and as County Board
member for five years,
[ am writing to express
support for Chad Horner,
Republican candidate for
Ogle County coroner. I
believe he will be an ex-
cellent choice due to his
compassion, commitment

PAID LETTER

Letter to the Editor: Cox ready to serve the

O the editor and
the esteemedres-
idents of Ogle

County,

As a former Whiteside
County sheriff with a
decade of leadership and
over 30 years in law en-
forcement, I write to you
today not only as a fellow
public servant but as an
advocate for the principles
that underpin our shared
commitment to justice,
integrity, and community
welfare.

The role of coroner, a
position of critical impor-
tance and trust, demands a
candidate who embodies

to fiscal conservatism, and
his overall qualifications
for the position.

A coroner needs to
be compassionate and
empathetic in interacting
with the public given the
nature of the position. |
have experienced and ob-
served Chad’s gentle and
understanding nature, and
believe he possesses the
sympathy and personality
tobeanexcellentresource

these values, equipped
with both the expertise
and the ethical fortitude
to serve with impartiality
and dedication. It is with
this understanding of the
profound responsibilities
entrusted to the coroner
thatlinvite youto consider
what truly qualifies some-
one to hold this office.

A coroner’s office is
not just about managing
the procedural aspects of
untimely deaths but also
upholding the delicate
balance between law en-
forcement, judicial integ-
rity,and public health. This
role requires a candidate

through some of people’s
most challenging times.
Despite the nature of
its work, the office of
coroner is also an ad-
ministrative arm of Ogle
County, justlike the state’s
attorney and the sheriff’s
offices. County offices
need officials committed
to fiscal discipline and
fiscal conservatism to
safeguard public funds
and only use those funds

who can navigate these
complexities with an un-
wavering commitment to
fairness, transparency and
independence.

In evaluating candi-
dates, I urge you to look
beyond the surface of
political endorsements
and campaign promises.
Considerinstead the depth
of their understanding of
the coroner’s multifacet-
ed role, their readiness to
serve without bias, and
their proven dedication
to serving the community
with respect and integrity.

Choosing the next
Coroner is not merely a

when appropriate for the
responsible functioning
of county operations.
Chad has run his family’s
funeral home successfully
for decades. As a proven
small businessman, we
can trust Chad to continue
fiscal discipline and con-
servatism in the coroner’s
office.

Finally, but not least
importantly, Chad is ex-
cellently qualified for the

decision for today but a
testament to your collec-
tive values and your vision
for the future of Ogle
County. Itisan opportunity
to affirm your trust in an
individual who stands not
just for what is expedient,
but for what is right, ensur-
ing that the office remains
a beacon of unbiased
service, safeguarding the
wellbeing and trust of your
community.

As someone who has
dedicated years to serv-
ing in law enforcement, |
have witnessed firsthand
the impact of leadership
that prioritizes the com-

coroner’s office. He has
served as adeputy coroner
foryears, and continued to
run his funeral business
during that time. Per-
haps most impressively,
Chad comes endorsed
by regional county coro-
ners and also enjoys the
support of officeholders
who work most closely
with the coroner’s office,
namely State’s Attorney
Mike Rock and Sheriff

munity’s needs above all
else. It is from this place
of experience and respect
for the role you are now
tasked with filling that I
encourage you to consider
these principles as you
make your choice.

From my vantage point,
observing the political
landscape of Ogle County,
Christie Cox emerges as a
candidate worthy of seri-
ous consideration. | have
known Christie Cox, her
husband ofnearly 33 years,
and their children, for over
adecade. [ can attest to the
remarkable character and
high caliber of her family.

Brian VanVickle. These
endorsements are a strong
indication of his compe-
tencies and abilities.

I hope you will join me
in casting a vote for Chad
Horner for Ogle County
coroner on March 19.

Rebecca Huntley,
Chana

Former Ogle County
clerk and recorder and
County Board member

county

The integrity and values
she embodies, nurtured
within her family and
demonstrated throughout
her campaign, underscore
her suitability for this criti-
cal position. Her approach
to the role, emphasizing
independence, community
engagement, and a prin-
cipled dedication to the
office’s sanctity, suggests
a readiness to serve Ogle
County with the respect
and diligence it deserves.

Kelly Wilhelmi,
former Whiteside
County sheriff (2008-
2018, retired)

How to contact
government
officials

USS. Con. Darin
LaHood

1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C.
20515

(202) 225-6201

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

Have a letter you want
to submit to us? Send
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Rochelle City Council
*John Bearrows

Kathryn Shaw-Dickey

* Denotes Chairman/President

jbearrows@rochelleil.us
kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Bil Hayes bhayes@rochelleil.us John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Rosacelia Arteaga rarteaga@rochelleil.us Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dan McDermott dmcdermott@rochelleil.us *Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Tom McDermott tmcdermott@rochelleil.us Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Benjamin Valdivieso

Rochelle Elementary School Board
tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net

dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
swhite@d231.rochelle.net
jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

*Trisha Vaughn
Dave Casey

Steve Builta
Ashley Jackson
Stephanie White
Javier Zepeda
Jennifer Thompson

Rochelle Township High School Board

bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us

Joe Lenkaitis
Kristi Gonzales

jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
kgonzales@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis

Dan Miller
Joseph Simms

agillis@oglecounty.org
dmiller@oglecounty.org
jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey

Skip Kenney

David Williams

jramsey(@oglecounty.org
skenney@oglecounty.org
dwilliams@oglecounty.org

*Tom Huddleston

tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org

Bill Ravnaas bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org Creston Village Board
Jeff Tilton jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org *Tom Byro tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org Greg Hopkins ghopkins522@comcast.net
Brent Ohlinger brent.ohlinger@rthsd212.org Steve Katzman skatzman@essex1.com
Laurie Pillen laurie.pillen@rthsd212.org Mike Kerns ac.kerns@comcast.net
Joel Thompson joel.thompson@rthsd212.org Curt Ward caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot

Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads

Pam Pittman

Dan Potter

Tim Ball

Jose Huerta

Eileen Braski

Joe Thompson

Flagg Township
Sue Messer

Joanna Patrick
Susan Rothenberger
Scott Seebach

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle
Eric Gruben
Susan Hager

Jim Kenney

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow
Teresa Haggestad
Michael Scanlan
Lanning Nicoloff
Sheri Klindera

Susan Sevedge

Darci Waltrip

rrthoads@hillcrestil.us
ppittman@hillcrestil.us
dpotter@hillcrestil.us
tball@hillcrestil.us
jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
ebraski@hillcrestil.us
jthompson@hillcrestil.us

flaggtwp@rochelle.net
flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
assessor@rochelle.net
scottseebach@gmail.com

noggle62(@gmail.com
egruben@comcast.net
susanhager303(@comcast.net
jimk@rocketsupply.com

dickow(@comcast.net
haggestads@comcast.net
scanlan@comecast.net
nicoloff118@comcast.net
alwayslefty2@gmail.com
nitlprl22@yahoo.com
doobs12@comcast.net

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

The Rochelle News-Leader
encourages responsible letters to
the editor on subjects of interest

to our readers. Editing may be
necessary for space, clarity or to
avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas
will not be altered. All letters must
bear the handwritten signature of
the writer and include address and
phone number or e-mail address for
verification purposes. Neither the
street address nor phone number
will be printed. Letters should

be typed or legibly handwritten,
and no anonymous letters will be
published. Any letters from boards
or organizations must include at
least one name of an individual. Any
criticism of public officials should
be limited to issues related strictly
to their position or actions made in
office, as personal attacks will not be
published. Letters involving private
disputes between the writer and
a business will not be published.
Political endorsements will be

published, however letters from
candidates endorsing themselves
will not be printed. Letters may be
dropped at the News-Leader office
(211 IL Route 38 East), mailed to the
News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle,
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@
rochellenews-leader.com.) The
News-Leader reserves the right to
edit or reject any letter to the editor
for any reason, and letters chosen
for publication do not necessarily
reflect the views of this newspaper.
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- : As O 0 Feb. 9 - Kaylee Fowler, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 10 - Justin Adolph, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 11 - First State Bank, Rochelle, $50

Feb. 12 - John Gonzales, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 13 - Kathleen Lutz, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 14 - Ariana and Antonio Welle, Oregon, $250

Feb. 15 - From the Heart, $25

X >
B Tk f ~
. 5

) Feb. 16 - Shining Star, Dixon, $25
: o . . — Feb. 17 - Michelle Ocampo, Rochelle, $25
Rochelle Kiwanis Golden K donates to Rochelle Little League
The Rochelle Kiwanis Golden K Club will be supporting two teams for the upcoming Little League season. Feb. 18 =RACF. 550
Pictured is President of Kiwanis Will McLachlan and Little League Board Member Manny Lopez. Feb. 19 - RACF, $25

Feb. 20 - Crystal Crom, Cloquet, Minnesota, $25

St. John’s Lutheran Church Kumla Dinner is April 6

CRESTON — St. This is a drive thru with
John’s Lutheran Church, two pickup times. The first
124 South St., Creston, will ~ one will run from 11:30- 2

Feb. 21 - From the Heart, $25
etsonly canbepurchased by

calling Dorothy (815)384-
5325, thechurch (815)384-

cookies will also be a pre-
sale order. All cookies are
$8 per dozen. Choices are

Feb. 22 - Crystal Hueramo, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 23 - Christa Seebach, Rochelle, $25

host its 27th annual kumla/  p.m. and the second willbe  kringla, krumkaka, tripolies 3720, orcontactany church
ham dinner, April 6. Cost  from 3-5:30 p.m. and almond bars. member. No tickets will be q
. > . . . Feb. 24 - Gus and Armande Vasilopolous, Rochelle, $25
will be $17. Norwegian homemade Advanced presale tick-  available at the door. P
= : - - - - - - - == Feb. 25 - Noel Allison, Rochelle, $50
- ' - - Feb. 26 - Maplehurst Farms, $25
< BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES -
- - .<.> Feb. 27 - Cynthia Lopez, Rochelle, $25
- March 6 March 16 March 23 Shaun Rosenbach
- : Nicole King Christy Oleson Kristi Gonzales Liz Danekas .—.->_ Feb. 28 - Marcy Bruhn, Rochelle, $25
LI March 8 March 19 March 24 March 26 a—— Feb. 29 - Jake Meyers, Rochelle, $25
.? — Chaz Conant John Overstreet John Wooten LeeAnn Komadina —_——
= il Lanie McPhearson Kim Dougherty -—— Mar. 1 - Deanne Ponto, Rochelle, $25
March 9 March 20 Bernie & - -
%- Minia Waters Jesse Lopez March 25 Anna Sexton ———, Mar. 2 - From the Heart, $25
<= Rachelle Phillips Chaz & Kathy (anniversary) =
- . March 13 Conant : = Mar. 3 - From the Heart, $50
- Veronica Lopez March 22 (anniversary) March 30 e )
e Wakely Peterman Grace Olson _—= Mar. 4 - Araceli Flores, Rochelle, $25
-~ - o - ] g - . .
Q. P - - B o - » = Mar. 5 - Stephanie Gittleson, Rochelle, $25

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries Mar:6- From the feart, 525

sy
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5 Annex 12 13 14 S 2 3
8 Trig function 7 4 6 1
12 Within (Pref.) 1 8 6
13 "Ben- —"
14 Toledo's lake b 1 2
15 "Sure, of 2 S |3
COUYSGH Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
17 Bakery buy e e e b S Contame o o tha® 22"
18 "Yippee!" number;:| from one to nine.
19 Apple music
service
21 Pride parade € Moderate @ € Challenging
initials @ e ¢ HOO BOY!
24 "Let me © 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
think ..." e - N
25 Valley in Cr 1t 0 ( !u1
California yp p
28 Indy event This is & simple substitution cipher in which each lettor used stands
30 Wa” C|Imbel’ the puzzle. Solution is accomplish,ed by trial and error.
33 ROCker Rose Clue: D equals P
34 Plains grazers 56 Zilch 8 Blood part 40 Like lions NC Z DLKAGE RGAS Z VOGRL
35 Formerly 57 Rosebud,to 9 Oresource 42 Expert
known as Kane 10 Aswan's river 43 Filches PIEYO GC VLNQOS, WG HGI
36 Earth (Pref.) 58 Camp bed 11 CongerS 44 |sraeli AIDDGAL OL YGIRW QLS Z
37 Stink 59 Flag feature 16 Sailing hazard ~ carrier
38 "lt's — reall" 20 Subsequently 45 Guitarist EG-PLRRH DKNFL?
39 Texter's DOWN 22 Party cheese Clapton N ©2024 King Features Synd., Inc. %
"Enough!” 1 Calico'scall 23 Stunning gun 47 Funny .
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Reader" sity 31 Victory sign 52 Altar affirma- slolelelz|1]|s]|v]2 :
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55 Greek moun-  ment 38 Cleveland ejsjsffofz|vje|e] = : Jamsue
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SULLIVAN’S: Fiegenschuh discusses current state of former grocery store site

From page 1

“Sullivan’s Foods
closed about six years ago.
There’s been some interest
in the building and we
had some conversations
when the previous own-
ers owned it and nothing
came to fruition. It has a
new owner and they ap-
proached us and there are
some national retailers that
are looking at that site.”

The idea to perform
a study on development
tools came after a city
brainstorming session on
how it could help potential
developers. The only cur-
rent incentive in that part
of town is the Lee-Ogle
Enterprise Zone, which
Fiegenschuh didn’t think
would be enough to entice
a developer to buy and
make improvements to the
building.

The city is currently
working with the new
owners ofthe Caron Ridge
Shopping Center and their
broker.

“There are some na-
tional retailers that have
looked atitand considered
it,” Fiegenschuh said.
“They’ve been great to
work with and there’s
definitely interest in that
building. For the new own-
ers, why would you want
to siton an empty building
with the carrying costs and
taxes and not generate any
revenue?”

The city manager de-
clined to provide details
on what types of national
retailers are looking at the
building and did not name
any specific companies.
He only characterized
them as retailers that
“the community would
be proud to have in Ro-
chelle.”

The point of TIF dis-
tricts are to revitalize

properties, and they’re
specifically for use on
standing buildings and
funds can’t be used for
new construction.

“You can use TIFs to
refurbish and rehabilitate
existing buildings and
repurpose them,” Fiegen-
schuh said. “This location
would be a great one for
a new TIF. We can work
with developers to help
subsidize some of their
remodeling and repur-
posing of the buildings. I
can’t promise that they’re
goingto come here. Part of
the reason for this whole
process and getting a TIF
district is to try to help in-
centivizeit. [don’twantto
set expectations we can’t
meet, but we’re excited
aboutthe potential ofthose
retail outlets and I think the
community will be too.”

Fiegenschuh said the
city has not ruled out the
idea of a business devel-
opmentdistrict for the site.
He understands people
can be leery of sales tax
increases, and said that
even if the city decided to
go forward witha BDD, it
wouldn’tnecessarily have
toimplementthe sales tax.

“Youcanhaveadistrict
and just never have the
sales tax,” Fiegenschuh
said. “It’s part of the quote
from our consultants, and
we should at least look
at it since we’re paying
for it. If a national re-
tail tenant comes in and
says, ‘Yeah, we want a
sales tax and that extra
one percent,” we should
at least consider it. It’s
similar to a TIF, the fund-
ing mechanisms are just
different. A TIF is funded
through additional incre-
ment in property taxes and
a business development
district is funded through
a one-percent sales tax if
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$50 VISA GIFT CARD

Upon completion of appointment

© LIFETIME NO-CLOG WARRANTY

YOUR HOME

© THE ONLY ONE-PIECE SEAMLESS
DEBRIS SHEDDING GUTTER

SYSTEM.

© SCRATCHGUARD®

PAINT FINISH

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own
your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive 3 $50 Visa gift card.
Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by Leafguard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and
installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or imvolved with
a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a
photo 1D and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of
Campany or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-
home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended,
transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a ift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary.
(Gift card will be mailed to the participant viafirst class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promation form.
Mot valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change
without natice prior to reservation. Bxcept in the states of MO, NY and DC, where the gift card offer is limited to $25. Offer
not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 3/31/24.

T ™

CH INTO SPRIN
THE BEST SAVINGS YET!

n completion of appointment Lea f(’—l;ar dﬂ

Get it. And forget it

15% OFF TOTAL PURCHASE*

Does not include cost of materials

FREE Estimate!
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Sullivan’s
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(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

The idea to perform a study on development tools came after a city brainstorming session on how it could
help potential developers. The only current incentive in that part of town is the Lee-Ogle Enterprise Zone,

which City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh didn’t think would be enough to entice a developer to buy and make
improvements to the building.

it’s implemented.”

The city currently has
three TIF districts: The
Lighthouse Pointe TIF
(Walmartarea), the North-
ern Gateway TIF and the
Downtown TIF. Fiegen-
schuh said he believes all
three of them have been
successful in yielding de-
velopments. The Northern
Gateway TIF was used
to work with Breakth-
ru Beverage and Ben-
ny’s Corner Market. The
Downtown TIF yielded
Kennay Farms Distilling’s
improvements, along with
improvements at several
otherbusinesses including
Salt 251.

“The Downtown TIF
is the fastest-growing TIF
we have,” Fiegenschuh
said. “It’s in part because
of folks like the Kennays

Call Today for Your

LeafGuard=

YEARS BACKED
BY THE SEAL

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

who have invested mil-
lions of dollars into our
downtown. Just in terms
ofdollars, our TIF districts
have been very successful.
If you look at just the
downtown and how alive
it’s become through the
investment of our private
sector friends, I think that
TIF gets an A+.”

The footprint of a po-
tential incentive tool at
the Caron Ridge Shopping
Center would be up to
the city council. Fiegen-
schuh said the council is
currently looking at the
entire shopping center.
TIF districts also allow for
improvements to parking
lots, which the Caron
Ridge Shopping Center
could use.

The city manager said
the Caron Ridge Shopping

Frurna

For Furnac

HVAC »

ce

os 10 Years of Older

Center has opportunity for
retail growth due to it be-
ing in one of the gateways
to the community and its
proximity to amajor inter-
section, Walmart, and both
large commercial and res-
idential areas. Filling the
building would alleviate
blight concerns.

The city believes that
the longer a building sits
vacant, the worse things
become for the entire area.
Having a national retailer
inthe space could help oth-
erbusinesses in the area or
attract new businesses to
thearea, Fiegenschuh said.

The process ofthe study
to determine if the Caron
Ridge Shopping Center
area is TIF-eligible and
the creation of a potential
TIF will likely take 6-9
months, Fiegenschuh said.

“And we’ve been up
front with the broker about
that, so they know the
timeframe,” Fiegenschuh
said. “Idon’t wantto speak
for them, but I think if we
can come to an agreement
onincentives, I don’t want
to say when they’re going
to announce, but sooner
rather than later. Because
that building is sitting va-
cant. And if the developer
has a tenant that wants to
come in, they’re going to
want to come in as soon as
we can getanagreement in
place with them on those
TIF dollars. To create the
TIF, it will probably be
6-9 months. I’'m excited.
I hope that we’re able to,
at a minimum, put that
shopping center into a
TIF. And I think it’II help
revitalize the area.”

Now is the perfect time to have
your furnace’s safety checked.
And right now for FREE!

%‘rviceNow Act fast,

HOME SERYV

ICES
PLUMBING  SEWER

ELECTRICAL

call today!

8135-562-4440

servicenowhomeservices.com

*Limited time offer. Subject to availability.

022524
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STATE QUALIFIERS

The Rochelle Wrestling Club qualified
four kids for state tournaments this year.

See page 6 for more details

RTHS Wrestling

Hubs turnin successful season

RTHS finishes 24-7 with Interstate 8 and IHSA 2A Regional titles this winter

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — After
a historic season where
the Rochelle Hub varsity
wrestlers won a school-
record 28 dual matches
and advanced five indi-
viduals to the IHSA State
Championship meet in
Champaign, the program
returned this winter with
an equally as impressive
campaign.

Rochelle finished with
a 24-7 overall record and
a flawless 5-0 record in
the Interstate 8 Conference
during the 2023-24 season.
The Hubs successfully de-
fended their conference ti-
tle while ending the season
with seven All-Conference
wrestlers including five
First-Team honorees and
two Honorable Mentions.
Rochelle won an IHSA
2A Regional title and ad-
vanced to the IHSA Dual
State Championships, both
of which haven’thappened
since the 2017-18 season.

“Expectations were
very high coming into
the season, especially
after last season,” Vruno
said. “We set high goals
for ourselves, but that’s
the standard we are try-
ing to create and the kids
met every single one of
those standards this sea-
son. From the bottom of
the lineup to the top, our

kids did an excellent job
of being more offensive
and scoring more points
during matches. We did
this by improving skills
in the neutral position and
perfecting our techniques
on top.”

Rochelle advanced four
individuals to the IHSA
State Championship in
Champaign, where juniors
Kaiden Morris (43-4) and
Xavier Villalobos (44-4)
each earned medalist hon-
ors. Junior Grant Gensler
(37-9) and senior Brock
Metzger (37-8) also repre-
sented the Hubs at the State
Farm Center. Metzger will
be one of three seniors who
will depart from the varsity
lineup. The Hubs will lose
senior Frank Decena as
well as four-year varsity
starter Tommy Tourdot
(28-7).

“I think we should look
to win another conference
championship next year,”
Vruno said. “On the in-
dividual side, we should
look to at least match the
number of state qualifiers
that we had this season. I
leave the individual side
goals for interpretation
because we always tell
our kids that their job is to
get down to Champaign.
If they can do that, then
anything can happen.”

Villalobos, a three-time
state qualifier and two-
time state medalist, and
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(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Junior Kaiden Morris is one of three state qualifiers eligible to return for the Rochelle Hub varsity wrestling
team next year. Morris took second in the IHSA 2A Individual State Championship meet this year.

Morris, a two-time state
qualifier, are among the
many talented sophomore
and junior athletes eligible
to return next season.
Gensler concluded his
junior season as a two-
time state qualifier, while
sophomores Roman Vil-
lalobos (32-17), Brenden
Voight (32-10), Fred-
die Hernandez (31-15),
Keagan Albers (23-20)
and Deegan Schabacker

(18-20) all advanced to
the sectional tournament
this year.

“We’re hoping that
our sectional qualifiers
can reach the next level,”
Vruno said. “These are
kids who are looking to
be on the mat during the
spring in order to get to
the next level. We’re also
hoping that some of our
JV wrestlers can find their
way into the varsity lineup

next year.”

Freshmen Josh Las-
siter (15-20) and Angel
Hernandez (9-22) are
two underclassmen who
concluded the season as
varsity starters. Inaddition
tojunior Matthew Lynn (6-
23), Rochelle has multiple
underclassmen on the JV
team who could emerge as
varsity starters next year.
Those athletes include
sophomores Colten Man-

ning, Tony Milburn and
Frank Nasca.
Additionally, Ro-
chelle’s leading female
wrestlers are eligible to
come back next season.
Those girls include state
medalist, conference
champion and two-time
state qualifying junior
Dempsey Atkinson (21-
7) as well as sophomore
and conference champion
Cammyla Macias.

RTHS Track & Field

Rochelle athletes returning to action for 2024 season
Hub and Lady Hub teams to begin indoor slate with meets in Sycamore, Byron

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The
Rochelle Hub and Lady
Hub track and field teams
are less than one week away
from beginning the indoor
portion of the 2024 season.
The Hubs are returning sev-
eral varsity athletes under
head coach Dale Bergeson,
while the Lady Hubs have
key seniors back in action
and are looking to form a
new identityunder first-year
head coach Colfay Pointer.

The Lady Hubs will
be first to lace up their
track shoes, with Rochelle
scheduledto opentheindoor
seasonatthe Sycamore Invi-
tational on Tuesday, March
5. The Lady Hubs will then
travel for the Byron Indoor
Preview on March 9 before
concluding the indoor sea-
son at the Sterling Warrior
Invitational on March 16.
Rochelle welcomes back
a familiar face in Pointer,
an RTHS alum who was
a state-qualifying runner
and collegiate athlete at the
University of Dubuque.

“This year we have a big
group and a really young
team,” Pointer said. “Our
team has a great attitude
and we have some great
upperclassmen excited to
take charge and help lead
them. Our team philoso-
phy is 1 percent this year

because we are striving to
get 1 percent better every
day. I expect the athletes to
show up and put in the work
and my goal is to see each
athlete grow throughout the
season. Our team is strong
in numbers and we have
students who are excited
to learn and improve their
performances. We have a
lotof young athletes, so get-
ting them more experience
will be a huge growth point
for our team as the season
progresses.”

The Hubs begin the
indoor season at the Byron
Indoor Preview on Satur-
day, March 9. Rochelle will
then head to the Gary Egler
Invitational at Sycamore on
March 13 before compet-
ing in the Sterling Warrior
Invitational on March 16.

“We will have a big
group this year, as there
weren’t many students
who graduated last year,”
Bergeson said. “The group
is experienced and ready
to compete and get better.
The expectation this year
is to get 1 percent better
everyday. This year we will
be better in every event in
track and field. Looking
at the numbers and who is
back, this team will be a
much-improved team over
thereally good team we had
last year. We are strong in
the high jump, pole vault,
shot put, 1600 meters and

3200meters. Weneed to see
times drop in our 400 and
800 runners and I believe as
we go through the season,
these events will improve.”

Seniors Kylie Smith,
Kennedy Adamski and
KyraBivinsare three upper-
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classmen to watch for as the
Lady Hubs return to action.
The Hubs are returning sev-
eral upperclassmen includ-
ingseniors Landon Mickley,
Luis Hernandez, Bruno
Fernandez and Nathan
Sergeant. Juniors Jack Til-

ton, Virgil O’Dell, Jackson
Smith and Colton Czekala,
along with sophomores
Declan McGee, Andrew
Nuyen, Wyatt Worthington
and freshman Devin Macek,
are more names to watch.
The outdoor season be-

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
Sophomore Declan McGee returns in the distance running events for the Rochelle Hub track and field team
this season. The Rochelle Hub and Lady Hub teams will begin the indoor season this week.

gins on April 2, when the
Hubs and Lady Hubs will
face Morris and LaSalle-
Peru in an Interstate §
Conferencetriangularmeet.

The annual Hub Relays
will be held on April 13 at
RTHS.
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RMS Girls Basketball (PHOTOS BY ROBIN RETHWILL)

Rochelle Middle School eighth-graders take third at North Central Junior Conference tournament

The Rochelle Middle School eighth-grade girls basketball team took third in the North Central Junior Conference Championship tournament. The Royals fell 38-8
against Sycamore before edging Kaneland Harter 21-20 in the third-place consolation game. Above from left to right are assistant coach Noah Mershon, Tinley Tabor,
Audrina Rodriquez, Anaya Ortiz, Zoe Norberto, Kaliyah Cathina, Gianna Olguin, coach John Gonzales (back row), Jaelyn Gonzales, Evelyn Garcia, Clara Millard, Carol
Carpenter, Gwendolyn O’Dell and Madison Ludwig (front row).

Rochelle Middle School seventh-graders finish fourth at North Central Junior Conference tournament

The Rochelle Middle School seventh-grade girls basketball team finished fourth in the North Central Junior Conference Championship tournament. Rochelle picked
up a 22-9 win against DeKalb before falling 28-25 against Kaneland Harter in the third-place consolation game. Above from left to right are Delani McGee, Ariana
Hueramo, Tess Kissack, Isadora Hueramo, Elise Hardcastle, Makayla Waters (front row), coach Chad Stewart, Chloe Escatel, Ella Behrens, Jehan Jaradat, Alivia Law and
assistant coach Morgan Baker (back row).
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Includes FREE carbon : . 815-561-6551 ‘ 815-561-0099 See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015
monoxide test ' www.Hull[HVAC.com Free Estimates o Fully Insured Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet
_____________________________ 8.1

www.brunsconstructioninc.com L 779.861.3542
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ON THE FARM

Farm income to drop from 2022 record

BY TAMMIE SLOUP
FARMWEEK

ARM income is

F forecast to shrink

in 2023 after
climbing to record highs
in 2022.

USDA’s Economic Re-
search Service released
its Farm Sector Income
Forecast Nov. 30, which
estimated net farm income
to fall by $31.8 billion
(17.4%) to $151.1 billion
in 2023.

Net farm income — a
broad measure of profits
— reached $182 billion
in 2022, increasing 30%
from 2021.

In September, USDA
estimated net farm income
at$141.3 billion. (Net farm
income reflects income af-
ter expenses from produc-
tion in the current year and
is calculated by subtracting
farm expenses from gross
farm income).

The net farm income
reflects overall lower crop
and livestock cash re-
ceipts, increased input
costs, higher interest rates
and declining government
payments.

“When grouped by
commodity specialization,
all farm businesses’ spe-
cializations except cattle/
calves, wheatand specialty
crops are forecast to see
lower average net cash
incomein2023,” thereport
stated. “Farms specializing
in dairy are expected to see
the largest decline relative
to 2022.”

Although this year’s net
farm income is expected
to drop below last year’s
record high, it’s still one of
the best years on record for
the farm sector, Agriculture
Secretary Tom Vilsack said.

“In fact, net cash farm
income for 2023 is 15%

above average for the last
two decades, and farm in-
come over the 2021-2023
period represents the high-
est level of farm income in
the last 50 years,” Vilsack
said in a statement.

U.S. agriculture exports
have also seen the three
highest years on record
in 2021-2023, which is
reflected in overall cash
receipts, while 2024 is
projected to be the fourth
highest year on record
despite potential declines,
he added.

“Evenso, the datashows
a majority of farm house-
holds rely on off-farm
jobs to make ends meet,
indicating that the income
is not evenly distributed
across the farm spectrum,”
Vilsack said. “USDA will
continue our efforts to bol-
ster a complementary sys-
tem that makes it possible
for small- and mid-sized
farmsto benefit frommore,
new and better markets and
climate smart agriculture
opportunities so they can
thrive.”

Total production ex-
penses are forecast to
increase by $14.9 billion
(3.5%) in 2023 to $443.4
billion. Interest expenses
and livestock/poultry pur-
chases are expected to see
thelargestincreasesin 2023
while spending on fertil-
izer/lime/soil condition-
ers, fuels/oils, and feed is
expected todeclinerelative
to 2022.

“A bright spot for farm-
ers is that some production
costs, including feed, fertil-
izer and pesticides, have
declined,” Vilsack said.

The forecast also re-
ported direct government
farm payments are forecast
at $12.1 billion in 2023, a
$3.5 billion (22.3%) de-
crease from 2022.

Farm sector equity is ex-
pected to increase by 6.9%
($229.4 billion) in 2023 to
$3.57 trillion in nominal
terms. Farm sector assets
are forecast to increase
6.6%($254billion)in2023
to $4.09 trillion following
expected increases in the
value of farm real estate
assets. Farm sector debt

Conslrruclion, Inc.

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

* Residential & Commercial

Concrete
e Additions

FREE
ESTIMATES!

'There are maby*
* jobs. And.oné

2 b tractor to.doass -

them all.

Call today to schedule a demo of the versatile BX Series sub-compact tractor.
Part of our under 100 HP tractor line-up rated #1 for reliability®

« Variety of available attachments

« Swift-Tach Loader is easy to install

and remove

Together we do more!

JOHNSON TRACTOR

KubotaUSA.com

« Easy-to-use hydrostatic transmission

« ROPS height fits easily in standard
size garages

200 Steward Road

Rochelle, IL
800-262-1680

Progressive Farmer Readers Insights Tractors Study. © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2021. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations

‘ *2020 Progressive Farmer Reader Insights Award for Fewest Reported Problems Overall in the category of Small Tractor (Under 100 Horse Power). Award based on 2020

and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer. For the
complete disclaimer, go to KubotaUSA.com/disclaimers and see the posted disclaimer.

is forecast to increase 5%
($24.6 billion) in 2023 to
$520.7 billion.

American Farm Bu-
reau Federation Economist
Daniel Munch noted in a
recent Market Intel that
farm income numbers for
2022 were not finalized
until August 2023 and have
been adjusted upward over

BUILT FOR GENERATIONS

* Residential ® Farm e Equestrian
e Commercial ¢ Community ¢ Repairs
Discover The Difference. Call Today!

MORTON
BUILDINGS

877.613.3050 or 815-562-8777

104 0ak Ave., Rochelle, IL  mortonbuildings.com

STORE HOURS:
M-F 8am-Noon,
1pm-5pm

$20 billion in the eight
months since the year
ended. During this time,
USDA is digesting new
information and data as it
becomesavailable, shifting
calculations from estimates
to actual values.

“This means there is still
much Variability in ﬁnal
2023 net farm income,’

TRUCKING:

+ Non-Union Local Freight Hauling
* Van Trailer/Hopper/Flatbed/Dump
« Daily Loads on the Customers Time Schedule

he wrote.

Read the full forecast
online, bit.ly/4a0f4Wy.

This story was distrib-
uted through a cooperative
project between Illinois
Farm Bureau and the II-
linois Press Association.
Formorefood and farming
news, visit FarmWeekNow.

09042018

\Union and Non-Union our customers are|

always in experienced hands!

The Trusted Trucking Company of Many Local Distributors and Manufacturers.

CONSTRUCTION:

* Union

Prep

322 Errett Road, Rochelle

Queens Trucking & Construction Inc

815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

» Drainage/Sewer/
Water Repair &
Replacement

* Union Heavy
Hauling &
Jobsite Hauling

Construction &
Deconstruction
« Excavation/Site -

* Emergency Work
* Restoration/
Traffic Control
Sidewalk/Curb
* Hourly or Bid
Work (We
can create a
Specialized Rate
for any Job)

08022023
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Shop - Play -

Youth programs, schools

and non-profit groups look

to our businesses first when
fundraising. These community-
minded businesses donate faithfully
to local youth sports programs,
community clubs, nonprofit groups
and churches — just to name a few.
Shouldn’t we look to those same
businesses first when we need goods
and services? Of course we should!

High rate of return. For every

$100 spent in independently

owned stores, $68 returns to the

community through payroll, taxes
and other expenditures. Online orders
return absolutely nothing to Rochelle,
IL.

Seeking health care in your
hometown brings the comforts
of receiving qualified care from
people you know and trust.
Whether it be a trip to the dentist,
regular health care screenings, a visit
to a specialist or an emergency, you
need not travel. It’s all right here.

Banking with people who
know you is a luxury found
only in hometowns. You don'’t
have to show your ID every time
you go in. You can get a loan from
people who know you and understand
your needs, whether it be money for
your first car or to help your business
grow. Local banks believe in the value
of community members helping one
another.

No one wants to have to make
an insurance claim, but it’s
painless when your agent is
your neighbor. You don’t have
to convince them that there was a halil
storm, or that the wind nearly took your
roof off. They know because they live

9 Biggest
Benefits

ochelle ™ of Shopping

Community Unity

Rochelle First

here. Which do you want when you’ve
had a bad day: A face-to-face meeting
with your local agent, or a machine
answering the phone at that big
national insurer that advertises on TV?

Time is money. It’s simple math

(especially when you figure in

gas mileage.) Shopping locally

can actually save you both time
and money!

Customer service after

the sale is invaluable.

Local retailers not only take
responsibility for the product
they sold, they will often fix it or replace
it — no questions asked. Appliances,
furniture, computers and electronics
sometimes have glitches. Would you
rather box yours up, send it to who
knows where, and wait six to eight
weeks, or just go back to the nice guy
that helped you when you bought it?

Keeping it local encourages
community growth. By
choosing to do business locally,
you help maintain Rochelle’s
diversity, charm and appeal; which
attracts new community members.

One word: Jobs. When you do
business of any kind in Rochelle,
it creates and maintains jobs for
others in our area . A healthy
employment rate is the cornerstone of
all economies.
How can you help the economy
recover? Start at home.

ROCHELLE

News-Leader
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Classified

ROCHELLE -

101
LEGAL NOTICE

This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising.  Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those
asking for money in
advance.

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising.  Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those
asking for money in
advance.”

113
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies that do
business by phone
can’t ask you to pay for
credit before you get it.
For more information,
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from your
hometown newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

119
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising.  Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those
asking for money in
advance.”

127
SERVICES AND
REPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn
Care and Tree Work.
Mowing, bushes,
spring clean up,
weeding and much
more. Call Jeremy
Furman 815-761-
9619. Please leave a
message will return
call  ASAP. Fully
insured, in business
since 1999. Servicing
Rochelle and
surrounding areas.

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE
NO INDIVIDUAL,

unless licensed or
holding a permit as a
childcare facility, may
cause to be published
any advertisement
soliciting a child care
service. A childcare
facility that is licensed
or operating under a
permit issued by the
lllinois Department of
Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed or
issued a permit. Your
Hometown Newspaper
strongly urges any
parent or guardian to
verify the validity of the
license of any facility

before placing a child in
its care.

301
ANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY:
Vintage Metal and Wood
Signs, Milk Bottles &
Local Advertising, Oak
Icebox, Iron Door Stop
and Antique Lighting...
Call Dick Harms at
815-562-2928 or email
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED:
| pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin
& iron toys, sterling
silver, decoys. If it's
antique, I'm interested
in looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or email
dickharms@hotmail.
com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper
-$3 per Bundle. End
Roll- Cost Depends on
Weight of Roll. Available
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON
ONLY) Rochelle News
Leader.

SPLIT Firewood For
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised herein s
subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal
to advertise any
preference, limitation
or discrimination based
on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or national
origin, or intention
to make any such
preferences, limitation
or discrimination. We
will  not  knowingly
accept any advertising
for real estate which is
in violation of the law.
All persons are hereby
informed that dwellings
advertised are available
on an equal opportunity

AT

J

307

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEW MILFORD
REFRIGERATION

NEW, USED
SCRATCH & DENT
e Refrigerators ¢ Freezers

e Washers/Dryers ¢ Stoves

We also carry a
large selection
of refurbished
appliances with a
warranty.

S

6331 11th Street, Rockford

815-262-3900......

HILLCREST -

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad

™

CRESTON -+ STEWARD +« KINGS +« ASHTON

QuItting smoking
was hard.
Screening for lung
cancer is easy.
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ViNeE's Przza

ordering Online is
easy when you use
our QR Code!

We are Proud to Support
ﬁ the Rochelle Hubs: .

) 815.562.7300
(] vrsal Delivery & Curbside Pick Up
1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL - vincespizzainrochelle.com £}

Hello,
neighbor!

Huber Ins and Fin Sves Inc Please stop by and say Hl'
Shane B Huber, Agent war ds for insurance and
221EILRt.38  financial services.
Rochelle, IL 61068 lee a jood nelghbnr State Farm is there.”
Bus: 815-562-7011 CALL METODAY.

o StateFarm®
1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

{ki \ﬂl

DLX )\

caring for your D;anaAIanis,MD

family’s health from '
infant to adults.

For appointment, please call

815-227-9594

1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068
Most Insurance Accepted

Local People Providing Local Service

(R Rochelle

MUNICIPAL UTILITIES

Waterss\Waste\Wwater,
Electrici-iGommunications

Phone: 815-562-4155
Fax: 815-562-5861

www.rmu.net

 CENTRAL
ILLINOIS
LOAN

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto - Home Improvement - Vacation
Jami Hackman e Tonia Holland

8157°5614035!

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle =
All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies. %

@ MORTON
BUILDINGS

Ifyou can dream it, we can build it.

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

Rochelle Sales Office * Hwy. 251 N. ¢ 877-613-3050

R Chelle

Community Hospital
Your Local Healthcare Resource.

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181
www.rochellehospital.com

-
MEYERS

FURNITURE & FLOORING

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792
www.meyersfurniture.com

FREE
ESTIMATES!

Bruns ==

Constraclion, Ine:.  Established 1997
¢ Residential
& Commercial
Concrete
¢ Additions

815-561-0099

Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

2=

Please show your appreciation by patronizing their businesses.

The businesses featured on this page are

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

WE SUPPORT OUR HUBS!
HUB SPOTLIGHT

\= | hal
WRESNILIIG

Aty
g

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Wells Millard, Benjamin Morris, Teddy Millard and Nehemiah Andronic (left to right)
all recorded top-3 finishes during the IKWF North Sectional at RTHS on Saturday.

Junior Hubs scrap at
IKWF Rochelle Sectional

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Rochelle Township
High School hosted the IKWF North
Sectional on Saturday, when 13 members
of the Rochelle Wrestling Club competed
in hopes of advancing to the IKWF State
Championship series later this month. The
Junior Hubs qualified four individuals in-
cluding Benjamin Morris, Teddy Millard,
Nehemiah Andronic and Wells Millard for
state tournaments.

The IKWF Novice & Senior State Cham-
pionships will be held from March 8-9 at
the BMO Harris Bank Center in Rockford.
The IKWF Bantam & Intermediate State
Championships will be held from March
16-17 at the Decatur Civic Center in De-
catur later this month.

Morris won the sectional title in the
Novice 154 Division with a 3-0 record.
Morris received a first-round bye before
securing three straight falls over Red Raid-
ers Wrestling’s Joseph Brannigan as well as
Riot Room Wrestling’s Michael Campbell
and Harvard’s Colton Moreno.

Teddy Millard won the sectional title in
the Novice 74 Division with a 2-0 record.
Millard took first and second-round byes
into the semifinals, where he earned a fall
over Red Raiders Wrestling’s Rocco Cer-
vone before scoring a 5-2 decision over

Crystal Lake’s Anthony Zalud in the finals.

Nehemiah Andronic took second in the
Bantam 70 Division with a 2-1 record,
notching a 14-0 major decision over Red
Raiders Wrestling’s Gannon Rootand a 9-4
decision over Dundee’s Cayden Druger.
Wells Millard took second in the Bantam
55 Division with a 2-1 record, securing a
fall over Crystal Lake’s Logan Pesek and
a 4-2 decision over Crystal Lake’s Brody
Connolly.

Elias Andronic finished fourth in the
Bantam 58 Division with a2-2 record, earn-
ing a fall over Crystal Lake’s Joshua Scott
and a 6-4 decision over Harlem Huskies
wrestler Camdyn Hataway. Andrew Eyster
finished fourth in the Senior 154 Division
with a 2-2 record, notching falls against
Crystal Lake’s Dylan Jimenez and Stockton
Renegades wrestler Chance VenHuizen.

Dominic Escatel competed in the Inter-
mediate 84 Division, finishing with a 3-2
record that included falls over Sycamore’s
Bryce Ellingson, Hononegah’s Jaxon
Dwyer and a 9-5 decision over Dundee’s
Walter Kenny. Other Rochelle Wrestling
Club athletes who competed on Saturday
include Cheyenne McBride (Girls Bantam
62), Eoghan Good (Boys Bantam 49), Colt
Hensley (Boys Intermediate 122), Joshua
Hernandez (Boys Novice 100), AJ Milan
(Boys Senior 103) and Zander Griner (Boys
Senior 164).

8 CONSTRUCTION INC.

Small or Big Construction Jobs, We Do Them All!

We were Voted Mid-West Truckers
Association, Inc. Northern Region
Trucking Company of the year 2022

We Aim for On Time, Every Time!

The Trusted Trucking Company of Many Local Distributors and Manufacturers.

Queens Trucking & Construction Inc
322 Errett Road, Rochelle n

ANDERSON

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

N |

621 First Ave., Rochelle

815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

(815) 562-878%

Lic# 055-013999

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Water Heaters, Water Softeners,
Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters,
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Alfano’s

Pizzeria and Italian Restaura

Taste The TRADITION
Taste The DIFFERENCE

Dine-In « Carry Out « Home Delivery

1115 TURKINGTON TERRACE, ROCHELLE

JOHNSON
TRACTOR

SALES - PARTS « SERVICE

200 Steward Road
800.262.1680

www.johnsontractor.com |

HUB-REMSEN

PRINT GROUP
101 Maple Ave ® Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 ® hub-remsen.com

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945”

Berg-Johnson
A\ Electric

\; FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed and Insured

Residential « Commercial ¢ Industrial

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937

500 Cleveland Avenue

We are
Ogle
%a County’s

§ only
L8 GM Dealer!

+ Rental Cars

+ Collision Repair
+ 24 Hour Towing + Maintenance On All Makes
+ New/Preowned Vehicles and Models
+ Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

d A Auto Group

@k L
815-562-8787 VWww.jeffperrychevrolet.com

Busy Schedule?
Leave the cooking to us.

« Large menu of foods

« Rochelle’s famous chicken
by the dinner or bucket
é; .

+ Hand dipped ice cream j»
(16 flavors)

DRIVE-IN RESTAURANT §
251 N. ROCHELLE - 562-6039

Stillman

BANK

GO HUSQ

Earning Your Trust Since 1882
www.stillmanbank.com Bi¢

E—: .‘J"’o:@
GOOD LUCK HUBS
FROM YOUR FANS AT:

o RESIDENTIAL
o AGRICULTURAL
o COMMERCIAL

815-562-2111 * hre@haydenreinc.com

227 E. Rt 38 * Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706

www.rochellechiropractic.com

Now Accepting New Patients!




