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* Sheriff Brian VanVickle* Treasurer Tiffany O’Brien
* State’s Attorney Mike Rock

Ogle County Board  Members

John FinfrockZachary OltmannsThomas SmithAustin Gillis

David WilliamsDean FoxStanley AspRick FritzJohn “Skip” 

KenneyJackie RamseyRyan ReevertsDan Miller

When honing in on the daily responsibilities and duties of running the 

coroner’s office, you need to be a leader; a leader that has the working 

relationships that are based on honesty, trust and confidence. Chad 

has proven that record. Ogle County Elected Officials are now showing 

their confidence in Chad by supporting his candidacy.

*
*
*
*

RepublicanRepublican
horner4coroner

Horner4Coroner

Horner4Coroner.com

Horner4Coroner@gmail.com

Paid for by Chad Horner for Ogle County Coroner

Chad was hired by County Coroner Lou Finch as a full-time night deputy coroner 

in October 2018- serving Ogle County Citizens at all hours of the night, weekends and holidays

Chad has a relationship built on mutual respect with the other deputy coroners in 

the office - being team-oriented and flexibleChad has built many professional relationships with first responders and clergy 

- being respectful of their roles but mindful of his role as a deputy coroner

Approachable, genuine, calm demeanor, attention to detail, and reliable work ethic

- leadership qualities you want in your county coroner

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Inter-
nationally-known standup 
comic Andy Beningo will 
perform at the Lincoln 
Arts Center at 108 S. Main 
St. in Rochelle on Friday, 
March 8 at 7 p.m.

Beningo has performed 
in all 50 states and has over 
3,500 career performances 
worldwide under his belt. 
He is known for his clean 
and “every man” style and 
has performed for Fortune 
500 companies, on cruise 
lines, and in some of the 
top comedy clubs in the 
country. Beningo has been 
named one of the 40 Best 
Up and Coming Come-
dians in the country, as 
well as “Best Comedian” 
by both the Detroit Metro 
Times and Detroit Hour 
magazine.

See BENINGO pg 9

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Monday, a ribbon cutting 
and grand opening event 
was held for K&K Creative 
Links, a new business 
that offers custom-fit per-
manent jewelry such as 
bracelets, necklaces and 
anklets. K&K Creative 
Links resides inside The 
Cypress House at 718 10th 
Ave. in Rochelle and does 
private parties as well. 

Owner Catherine Kuehl 
said that opening her own 
business has been a goal of 
her’s for quite some time. 

“It’s something that’s 
customized to the customer 
and they can have it how-
ever they want,” Kuehl 
said. “It’s a more affordable 
price than actually going to 
a jeweler. It’s all gold-filled 
or sterling silver. You can 
dedicate it to your kids, 
family, pets or loved ones. 
Or just something that you 
like. It gets welded on, so 
it stays on until you decide 
to take it off. We seem to 
be a pretty big hit around 
Rochelle and I’m pretty 
proud of that.”

The ribbon cutting was 
hosted by the Rochelle 
Chamber of Commerce and 
speakers included Cham-
ber Executive Director 
Tricia Herrera, Rochelle 
Mayor John Bearrows, and 
State Rep. Bradley Fritts. 
Herrera opened the event 
by welcoming Kuehl and 
K&K Creative Links to 
the chamber and thanked 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Mi-
chelle Pease (president) 
and Lance Charnock 
(president-elect) current-
ly serve in leadership 
positions of the Rochelle 
Rotary Club. 

The club’s 2023-2024 
officers also include Im-
mediate Past President 
Adam Heal, Secretary 
Sarah Flanagan, Trea-
surer Chuck Watkins, 
and Member at Large 
Greg Folmar. Committee 
chairs are Jeni Hardin 
(public relations), Josh 
Carney (service), Emily 
Anaya (foundation) and 
Jeff Fiegenschuh (club 
administration).

Leadership positions 
within Rotary take effect 
July 1 each year. That is 
when Pease will swear in 
Charnock as president. 
The City of Rochelle 
community development 
director said she’s enjoyed 
her time in the office so far. 

“I have been with Rota-
ry since I started with the 
city about 11 years ago,” 
Pease said. 

See ROTARY page 3

Ribbon cutting held for K&K Creative Links
New business offers custom-fit permanent jewelry

On Monday, a ribbon cutting and grand opening event was held for K&K Creative 
Links, a new business that offers custom-fit permanent jewelry such as bracelets, 
necklaces and anklets.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

her and Krista Stewart, 
who owns The Cypress 
House, for their work on 
collaborating with other 
local small businesses. 

“This is something that’s 
a passion and dream for 
you,” Herrera said. “You 
started out as home-based 
and doing parties, and 
always knew you wanted 
to be in a space some-
where to get a little bit 
more exposure and kind 
of show everybody. Per-
manent jewelry is on fire 
right now. You can’t go 
on social media without 
seeing it, and that’s great 
that you’re capitalizing on 
that in this beautiful space 
here in Rochelle. We know 
when you open a business 
you can open it anywhere. 
And we’re always very 
grateful and thankful when 
businesses choose to do it 
here in Rochelle. We’re 

excited to have you and 
see how this can grow and 
more collaborations and 
partnerships.”

Bearrows spoke about 
businesses growing from 
a home-based format into 
having their own spac-
es and offered the city’s 
support. 

“You have to remember 
as you move forward that 
we’re all in this together, 
the chamber, the city and 
the small businesses,” 
Bearrows said. “We like to 
do whatever we can do to 
help our small businesses 
to survive and thrive. 
Through the pandemic, it 
became very apparent how 
the city feels about helping 
our small businesses. As 
we all know, getting any 
business to come to Illinois 
in today’s world is a bit of 
a challenge. We’re very 
proud of our local business-

es. We don’t worry about 
what goes on elsewhere, 
but we want to see Rochelle 
thrive.”

Fritts’ remarks included 
the importance of small 
businesses to the com-
munity. 

“Oftentimes we talk 
about businesses moving 
out of Illinois,” Fritts said. 
“When we talk about fos-
tering new business, a lot 
of times we talk about big 
corporations that are going 
to bring in hundreds or 
thousands of jobs. What I 
think we often forget is that 
America is truly run by peo-
ple like you. Small business 
owners. People that start a 
mom and pop thing in their 
backyard and all of the 
sudden turn it into a thriving 
community business. And 
that’s what you’re doing. I 
wish you the best of luck. 
Congratulations.”

Internationally-known standup comic Andy 
Beningo to perform at Lincoln Arts Center
Comedian has performed in all 50 states, 3,500 performances worldwide

Internationally-known standup comic Andy Beningo will perform at the Lincoln Arts Center at 108 S. Main St. 
in Rochelle on Friday, March 8 at 7 p.m.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Pease, Charnock 
leading Rochelle 
Rotary Club

The Experts at Anderson are         to Help!The Experts at Anderson are         to Help!
here

621 First Ave. • Rochelle, IL  815-562-8784621 First Ave. • Rochelle, IL  815-562-8784
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Andre & Marguerite Brass 
Becky & Kim Huntley 
Tricia & Ralph Herrera 
Kaleb & Jubilee Kennay 
Mike & Tricia Mallon 
Scott Jaeger
Lynn & Ed VanVickle 
John & Melinda Russell 
Kip Norup
Tim & Jami Bruns
Phyllis Roe 
Eric & Courtney Arnquist 
Geri & Tim Hayden
Cheri Grennan
Smith Jackson
Eric Morrow 
Julie Mann
Larry & Joyce Groenhagen 
Pete & Josie Alfano
Jack Kerns
Ryan Gibbs 
Paul & Kaycee Chadwick 
Jeff & Michele Glen
Phil Nye
Karla & Rod Brown
Bob & Jan Aubry
Chris Willis
Ray & Barb Reineck 
Kathy Marchesi
Ed & Jan Kissick
Emily & Nic Anaya
Russ Crull
Brent & Jackie Ohlinger 
Brent Baker
Kara & Zach Prewett 
Amy & Casey Kilduff 
Diane & Chuck Davidson 
Daniel & Allison Huntley 
Pauline Brass 
Nathaniel Brass 
Yvonne Brass
Joe & Donna Drought 

Rae Boyer & Jeff Boyer 
Karen & Spencer Hayden 
Dave & Jean Tess
Mike Schabacker 
Mark Gale 
Dana Cox
Sam Thomas
Judy & Wayne Williams 
Adam & Brittany Frisbie 
Mike & Emily Chadwick 
Ed Rice
Kelsey Kersten
Haley & Cody Brill 
Cathy &  Marlin Cluts 
Dorothy Vargen
Naomi Baldwin 
Kathy Hollonbeck
Tom & Julie Huddleston 
Sandy Eyster
Doris & Rick Kennay
Sheriff Greg Beitel (ret)  
Sandy Beitel 
Brad Auker
Ryan Considine
Vito Lozzo
Jamie & Leslie Messer
Andrew & Audrey Wilt
Jeremy & Lisa Good
Don & Norma Huntley
Annette & Mike Vogeler
Chet & Kathy Olsen
Brandon & Adrienne Gecan
Don & Adah Horner
Jason White
Dave Ragula 
Lorrie & Denny Bearrows
Mike & Amy Kerns
Lorri & Dave Mayer
Bob & Bettye Chadwick 
Bobby & Kristine Chadwick
Jena Guzman
Ellen & John Miller

Chris Millard 
Kelly McCaslin
Diane Hindeliter
Richard & Linda Ohlinger
Paul & Jane Quitno
MaryAnn & Dave Louis
Tootie Vogeler
Richard & Linda Ohlinger
Tracy & Dan Lundquist 
Kerri Lager
Tony Weeks
Jaime & Shawn Kemp 
Kate & Dave Friestad 
John & Maria Shank
Tina Horner & Derek Horner 
Angie Agnos
Kelsey & Chris Milos 
Kristen & George Bigelow
Courtney & Nick Spears 
Kelly & Wayne Glover 
Carolyn McBride
Kim & Kevin Louis 
Sue Sawicki
Sue & Bill Messer 
Mike & Michele Metzger 
Arlyn Van Dyke
Joel & Peggy Thompson
Missy & Jim Gensler 
Fred & Barb Horner 
Tracey & Dan Etheridge 
Angie Saldana 
Charley Ramsey 
Sandy & Wayne Page 
Lee & Mary Metzger 
Lance & Cass Headon 
Jim & Joyce Manning
Pete & Lori Wetzel
Bob & Nota Lichty 
John Dickson
Lee Hadick
DeWane Adams
Pat Casey

WE SUPPORT CHAD HORNER
2024 CANDIDATE FOR  

OGLE COUNTY CORONER
Vote Tuesday, March 19th for the QUALIFIED 

and ENDORSED candidate!

Chad is an experienced Ogle County Deputy Coroner working since 
2018.

Chad graduated with the Dr. I.M. Feinberg Memorial Award for  
Excellence in the Study of Pathology and Mu Sigma Alpha Award for 

Academic Performance from Worsham College in 1995.

John Finfrock - board member 
Zach Oltmanns - board member 

Tom Smith - board member 
Austin Gillis - board member 

Jackie Ramsey - board member 
Ryan Reeverts - board member

John “Skip” Kenney - board member 
Stanley Asp - board member
Dan Miller - board member

David Williams - board member 
Rick Fritz - board member
Dean Fox - board member

Sheriff Brian & Marla VanVickle
Treasurer Tiffany O’Brien

State’s Attorney Mike & Margaret Rock 
Mayor John & Dina Bearrows

Winnebago Sheriff Gary Caruana
  Former Congressman Don Manzullo

  Illinois Senator Andrew Chesney 
Illinois State Representative John Cabello

horner4coroner Horner4Coroner Horner4Coroner.comHorner4Coroner@gmail.com

“Everyone matters to Chad and that is 
what makes him stand out.” 

Bob Thompson, Thompson Law, PC

Paid for by Chad Horner for Ogle County Coroner

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Township High 
School District #212 recent-
ly announced that RTHS As-
sistant Principal Dr. David J. 
Perrin has been recognized 
as the Illinois Principal 
Association (IPA) Assistant 
Principal of the Year for the 
state’s Northwest Region.

Dr. Perrin will represent 
Rochelle’s region as the IPA 
chooses a state Assistant 
Principal of the Year from 
all the regional principal 
winners. There are 13 total 
regional winners from the 
state of Illinois.

Regarding the recogni-
tion of Assistant Principal 
of the Year, Dr. Perrin said, 
“I am humbled and grateful 
for this acknowledgment. 
RTHS has been an excep-
tional place to work, and I 
appreciate the opportunity 
to make a positive impact 
on our students.”

Dr. Perrin has played a 

pivotal role in spearheading 
the district’s mentor pro-
gram, instructional coach-
ing, and teacher professional 
development programs, 
noted Rochelle Township 
High School District #212 
Principal Dr. Chris Lewis. 

“With a significant num-
ber of retirements in the past 
seven years, Dr. Perrin has 
been instrumental in provid-
ing support, especially to our 
new teachers,” Lewis said.

“Our district is immense-
ly proud that Dr. David J. 
Perrin received the IPA As-
sistant Principal of the Year 
recognition. Dr. Perrin’s 
dedication, leadership, and 
unwavering commitment 
to our students’ success 
have positively impacted 
Rochelle Township High 
School. His passion for ex-
cellence is truly commend-
able, and we are fortunate to 
have him working tirelessly 
for the best outcomes for our 

students,” Tom Huddleston, 
president, RTHS School 
Board, said.

Dr. Perrin has been an 
assistant principal at RTHS 
District #212 for the last 
seven years. He has worked 
a total of 30 years at RTHS. 
He was an English teacher 
before becoming the assis-
tant principal. 

Dr. Perrin will retire at 
the end of this school year 
with 33 years of education 
experience.

RTHS’s Perrin recognized as IPA 
assistant principal for the year for region

Dr. David Perrin

MT. MORRIS — A Mt. 
Morris man was recently 
arrested for charges includ-
ing attempted first degree 
murder, an Ogle County 
Sheriff’s Office press re-
lease on Feb. 28 said.

On Feb. 14 at approxi-
mately 3:40 a.m. deputies 
and the Mt. Morris Police 
Department responded to 
a disturbance at the Mt. 
Morris Estates Trailer Park 
in rural Mt. Morris. Mal-
achi M. Voight, 18, of 
Mt. Morris was actively 
engaged in an altercation 
with two members of the 
household, the release 
said. As a result, the Mt. 

Morris Ambulance trans-
ported two senior citizens 
to KSB Hospital in Dixon 
for serious injuries. Voight 
was also transported to 
KSB Hospital by Oregon 
Ambulance. Pursuant to 
the investigation, a warrant 
was subsequently issued 
for Voight for attempted 
first degree murder (class 
X felony), two counts of 
aggravated domestic bat-
tery (class two felony), and 
two counts of aggravated 
battery to a senior citizen 
(class two felony). On Feb. 
27, Voight was released 
from KSB Hospital and 
taken into custody by Ogle 

County Sheriff’s deputies. 
Voight is being confined 
at the Ogle County Jail 
without bond.  

All persons are innocent 
until proven guilty.

KINGS — The annual 
spring clean-up at White 
Rock Cemetery will take 
place Saturday, March 16. 
Any winter decorations not 
removed by then will be 
disposed of. 

Mt. Morris man arrested on attempted 
first degree murder charge

Malachi M. Voight

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Community Hospital 
will host the Northern Illi-
nois Food Bank for a mo-

bile market food pantry on 
Thursday, March 14 from 
4-5:30 p.m.  NIFB’s mobile 
pantry distributes food in 

Rochelle Community Hospital, NIFB to 
host mobile market food pantry March 14

high-need areas. Food is 
free so neighbors can thrive. 
Please bring bags or boxes 
in which to package your 
food. Food is distributed 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis while supplies last. 

RCH and NIFB’s food 
pantry will be located at 
the hospital at 900 N. 2nd 
St. in Rochelle. RCH and 
NIFB will also host mobile 
market food pantry events 
in the summer on Thursday, 
June 6 and Thursday, Aug. 8 
at the same time and place.

White Rock 
Cemetery 
spring cleanup 
is March 16Saturday, March 23, 2024

10 am – 3 pm

SPRING CRAFT & VENDOR SHOW
LOCATION: Mendota Civic Center

1901 TOM MERWIN DRIVE, MENDOTA, IL

30+ 
VENDORS

*Sip-n-Shop*

30+ 
Vendors
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Saturday, March 23, 2024
10 am – 3 pm

SPRING CRAFT & VENDOR SHOW
LOCATION: Mendota Civic Center

1901 TOM MERWIN DRIVE, MENDOTA, IL

30+ 
VENDORS

Saturday, March 23, 2024
10 am – 3 pm

SPRING CRAFT & VENDOR SHOW
LOCATION: Mendota Civic Center

1901 TOM MERWIN DRIVE, MENDOTA, IL

30+ 
VENDORS
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Serving dinner Wednesday 5 - 8 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 5 - 8 p.m. 07

27
20

22

Join us on Friday nights for 
fish, chicken and more
Saturday we serve up 

Chicken Ralphie 
a fan favorite 

The slots are hot and 
the beer is cold

Open Daily at 9AM

Hwy 251 N. Rochelle • 815-562-6039

Serving Rochelle’s Favorite Chicken
   for over 40 years!
By the Snack–Dinner–Bucket!
Enjoy 16 flavors of ice 

cream, soft serve, 
splits, sundaes, cones, 

malts & shakes

See us on Facebook for daily specials!

Hamburgers, Fries,  Hot Dogs, Gyros, 
Italian Beef, Seafood, Sandwiches, 
Sausages, Shrimp, Homemade Soups

Breakfast: Sausage Gravy With Biscuits
and Tater Tots

OUR MENU
     INCLUDES:

Call for our
catering menu! 08

30
20

15

• Secure Entry System
• Community room with kitchen
• Activities
• On-site coin operated laundry
• On-site management office
• Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
• On-site parking for residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404
Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Rent based
on 30% of a 

Resident’s Adjusted 
Gross Income

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

0101201707262023

Lincoln Manor

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Township High 
School is going to be 
auctioning off some old 
equipment and supplies 
online through the Ro-
chelle Schools website. 

The auction site will be 

open from Friday, March 
1 at 8 a.m. through Friday, 
March 8 at 3 p.m. Once 
the auction is complete, 
bids will be tabulated and 
winners will be notified 
on Monday, March 11. 
Winning bidders must pay 

by cash or check and will 
be given details on how 
to make arrangements to 
pick up purchased items 
the week of March 11-15. 

The link to the auc-
tion site is https://bit.ly/
RochelleSchoolsAuction.

RTHS online auction runs March 1-8

From page 1

“Being president now 
is just about taking a turn 
representing the local 
club and volunteering 
my time. The mission for 
Rotary is pretty close to 
what I believe in: Being 
able to give back to the 
community. It was just a 
nice way to be able to take 
a turn at the presidency 
and learn a little bit and 
give a little bit more back 
and learn more from the 
leadership role.”

Rotary’s yearly work 
includes helping From 
the Heart with its cash 
calendars and gala to 
raise money for area 
nonprofits, volunteering 
and fundraising in the 
community, and donating 
its monthly collections to 
various nonprofits. The 
club recently hosted a 
fundraiser for the Com-
munity Action Network 
with a night out at Salt 251 
and raised over $3,000 
for the CAN Christmas 
Shopping Trip. 

Pease said that after 
stepping into the role of 
president, she got a true 
appreciation for how 
much goes into the club 
with meetings, its inter-
national components, 
and philanthropy. She 
said that on top of all 
that, the club is a “great” 
networking opportunity.

“We have people from 
all kinds of businesses 
in the community and 
connecting with them can 
help you professionally 
and personally,” Pease 
said. “It’s a nice way to 
connect with different 
businesses, entities, and 
nonprofits. That’s been 
huge for me. And it helps 
with my job. People 
ask about things going 
on with businesses or 

ROTARY: Charnock to take over as new club president on July 1

buildings or something 
that the city is doing. 
People being able to 
connect with me as a 
city employee is really 
important. That’s why 
I’m here and that’s why 
I have a job. To connect 
with my community. This 
position has allowed me 
to be very approachable. 
People have questions 
and I’m here every Tues-
day. It’s been good for 
myself and my job with 
the city.”

Coming out of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
Charnock was looking 
for a way to channel 

some goodwill and find 
a place to volunteer and 
donate his time back to 
the community he grew 
up in. He called serving 
on the Rotary board “a 
great experience” and 
said his time with the 
club has filled the void he 
felt in recent years. He’s 
looking forward to lead-
ing the club as president. 

“I think it’s important 
for people to get involved 
in their community,” 
Charnock said. “You get 
what you give. Somebody 
taking an hour or two out 
of their week to volunteer 
for a good cause, whether 

it’s at a nonprofit or doing 
something like cleaning 
up the community, I think 
channeling that good en-
ergy will bring it back to 
you tenfold. I encourage 
anybody that has that ex-
tra time to volunteer and 
do what they can to help 
the community.”

The Rochelle Rotary 
Club is seeking members 
and those interested can 
message the club on 
Facebook or attend one 
of its meetings, which 
take place each Tuesday 
at noon at Salt 251 in 
the ballroom. Meetings 
include lunch, a program, 

club updates and fellow-
ship with members. 

Pease said the club 
met via Zoom during 
the pandemic, which 
brought difficulties for 
those meetings and get-
ting attendance and new 
members when in-per-
son meetings started up 
again. She and Charnock 
said they’re hoping to see 
new members join to pro-
vide ideas on fundraising 
or to volunteer, even if it’s 
a business or nonprofit 
joining as a member and 
sending a different em-
ployee each week. 

“Our numbers seemed 

like they dwindled down, 
but people are starting to 
come back now,” Pease 
said. “I would love to 
be able to have a larger 
group and just connect 
more people together. 
We’re always welcoming 
anybody who wants to 
be a part of it. Even if 
they just want to come 
and have lunch and see 
what it’s about, we would 
welcome that. We’re a 
pretty welcoming group. 
We have fun. If you want 
to have a free lunch, have 
some fun, and network 
with people, Rotary is 
the place.”

Michelle Pease (president) and Lance Charnock (president-elect) currently serve in leadership positions of the Rochelle Rotary Club. 
Leadership positions within Rotary take effect July 1 each year. That is when Pease will swear in Charnock as president. The City of 
Rochelle community development director said she’s enjoyed her time in the office so far. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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Any arrests listed 
in this paper are 
merely charges and 
the defendants are 
presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in 
a court of law.
Please note that 
all police reports 
received from the 

Rochelle Police, the 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 
Illinois State Police, 
will be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit 
particular reports will 
not be considered or 
honored at any time.

Report policy

LINDENWOOD — 
Barbara Arlene Detig, 87, 
passed away peacefully 
Tuesday, February 27, 
2024 at her home in Lin-
denwood, Illinois.  Barb 
was born on May 23, 1936 
to Enno and Ruth (Finan) 
Fischer in White Rock 
Township, IL.  On October 
8, 1955, she married James 
A. Detig in Rochelle, IL.

Prior to retiring, Barb 
worked at Ogle County 
Mutual Insurance. After 
that, she worked at State 
Farm under Don Taylor 
and then for Terri Schaffer.

Barb enjoyed playing 
cards and was in several 
card clubs over the years.  
She and Jim enjoyed going 
dancing on a regular basis 
for many years. More than 
anything, she enjoyed the 
time she spent with her 
children and grandchil-
dren.  She was a member 
of St. Patrick Catholic 
Church in Rochelle.

Barb is survived by 
her husband of 68 years, 
Jim of Lindenwood; four 
children: Michael Detig 

of Lindenwood, Nancy 
(Mike) Reed of Rochelle, 
IL, Susan Detig Gilbert of 
Redmond, WA and Mary 
Detig of Lindenwood; 
brother, David (Diane) 
Fischer of Rockford, IL; 
six grandchildren: Erin 
(Cameron) Modjeski, Joel 
(Whitney) Detig, Katie 
(Eric) Paulsen, Allison 
(Justin Durancik) Reed, 
Jacklyn (Michael) Mlejnek 
and Emily (Shane Kilduff) 
Gilbert; four great grand-
children: Callan Modjeski, 
Cormac Modjeski, Em-
erson Durancik, Dylan 
Detig with two more on 
the way; and Norna (Todd 
Seaworth) Detig and Eric 
and Hannah Seaworth.

In addition to her par-
ents, Barb was preceded 
in death by her son, Mark 
Detig; great-grandson, 
Ellis Modjeski; two sis-
ters: Frances Reints and 
Mary Ellen Rahn and two 
brothers: Kenneth and 
John Fischer.  The family 
wishes to thank nurses, 
Rachael and Dawn, and 
special friends, Kathy 

and Steve Korth for their 
support and care.

The visitation will be 
from 4:00 - 7:00 P.M., 
Monday, March 4, 2024 
at the Unger-Horner Fu-
neral Home, 400 N. 6th 
St., Rochelle.  The fu-
neral mass will be held 
at 10:00 A.M., Tuesday, 
March 5 at St. Patrick 
Catholic Church, 236 Kel-
ley Drive, Rochelle with 
Father Jesus Dominguez 
officiating.  The burial 
will follow the service at 
Lindenwood Cemetery in 
Lindenwood, IL.  In lieu 
of flowers, memorials may 
be made in Barb’s mem-
ory to Serenity Hospice 
and Home.  Visit www.
ungerhorner.com to sign 
the online guest book.  

OBITUARIES

Barbara Arlene Detig
OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

OREGON — On Feb. 
22 at approximately 3:09 
p.m. deputies responded 
to the intersection of 
North Illinois Route 2 
and Ashelford Drive in 
Byron for the report of 
a two-vehicle accident. 
After a further investi-
gation, deputies learned 
that Taylor Winstead, 24 
of Dixon, failed to reduce 
speed to avoid an accident 
and rear ended the vehicle 
attempting to turn onto 
Ashelford from Illinois 
Route 2. Both parties 
were cleared on medical 
refusals by Byron EMS 
and Winstead was cited 
for failure to reduce speed. 
The Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Office was assisted by 
Byron EMS and the Byron 
Police Department. 

On Feb. 23, deputies 
arrested Montana Ches-
ko, 21, of Rochelle on an 
outstanding warrant for 
aggravated battery to a 
nurse.  Chesko appeared in 
court and was arrested on 
a failure to appear warrant. 
Chesko posted bond and 
does not have to return 
to court.

On Feb. 23 at 10 a.m., 
the Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Office investigated a bat-
tery complaint involving 
a 15-year-old male, from 
Monroe Center, and a 
juvenile female victim.  
After the investigation, 
the male was taken into 
limited custody for bat-
tery and released to his 
guardian.

On Feb. 23 at 6:02 p.m. 
deputies conducted a traf-
fic stop in the 6,000 block 
of North River Road. Af-
ter a brief investigation, 
deputies arrested Joseph 
Roth, 48, of Byron, for 
driving while license sus-
pended. Roth was released 
with a notice to appear.

On Feb. 23 at 1 p.m. 
deputies conducted a 
traffic stop in the 6,000 
block of North Illinois 
Route 2. As a result, 
Rachael A. Smith, 38 of 
Rockford, was arrested 
for possession of metham-
phetamine. Smith was ad-
ditionally issued citations 
for expired registration, 
suspended registration/
non insured, and operating 
an uninsured motor vehi-
cle. Smith was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail, 

HIRE A PRO!
Veteran-Owned * Free Estimates * Insured

* Interior & Exterior Painting
* Residential/Light Commercial
* Cabinet Painting & Refinishing

* Trim Finishing & Painting
* Deck, Porch, Pergola, Fence & Playset 

Restoration & Staining
* Agricultural Buildings & Barn Painting

* Light Carpentry/Drywall Repair
* Wallpaper Removal

* New Construction & Remodel Painting 
Services

* Pressure Washing Services
* Concrete Staining, Coating and 

Sealing

01072024

500 S. 12th Street | Rochelle
Questions? Contact Yolonda at yolondita@gmail.com  
or Chrissy at chrissy_w@comcast.net 

Thursdays 6-8pm - Begins March 21st

Lasts 13 weeks - $20 for study guide  
(scholarships are available)

GriefShare Support Group
Have you been looking for somewhere to go to better 
understand, share, and be with others who’ve also 
experienced loss? 
GriefShare Support is a Christ-centered support  
group seminar for people who have lost a spouse,  
child, family member, or friend through death.

First General Baptist Church

03032024

50th Annual

$1 OFF
Valid for one adult admission.

Parking &
Children Under
12 are FREE!

THIS WEEKEND
Fri. 2pm-8pm | Sat. 10am-8pm | Sun. 10am-4pm

INDOOR SPORTS CENTER
8800 E. Riverside Blvd.  Loves Park, IL 61111

RVs, Campgrounds,
Family Entertainment,

and Much More!
www.rkfdrvshow.com

815-997-1744

where she was released on 
a notice to appear with a 
future court date.

On Feb. 24 at approx-
imately 10:25 p.m. dep-
uties conducted a traffic 
stop in the 2,000 block of 
South Illinois Route 251. 
After an investigation, 
deputies arrested Arturo 
E. Morales-Jiminez, 47, of 
Rockford, for driving unli-
censed. Morales-Jiminez 
was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail and, after 
processing, was released 
with a notice to appear 
in court. 

On Feb. 24 at 10:29 
p.m. deputies, with the as-
sistance of Oregon Police 
Department, conducted a 
traffic stop in the 4,000 
block of North Illinois 
Route 2 to investigate 
a domestic disturbance. 
After a brief investigation, 
Damian Rodden, 23, of 
Oregon, was placed under 
arrest for driving while li-
cense suspended. Rodden 
was released with a notice 
to appear in court.

On Feb. 24 at 1:12 
p.m. deputies conducted 
a traffic stop on North 
Illinois Route 251 at the 
intersection with East 
Lindenwood Road. As a 
result, deputies arrested 
Anna E Ramsby-Throw-
er, 42, of Freeport for 
driving on a suspended 
license. Ramsby-Thrower 
was additionally issued 
citations for expired reg-
istration, and operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle. 
Ramsby-Thrower was 
released on a notice to 
appear with a future court 
date.

On Feb. 25, deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
in the 8,000 block of 
Kishwaukee Road. After 
investigation, deputies 
placed Elizabeth Blascak, 
35, of Cherry Valley, 
under arrest for driving 
while license suspended.  
Blascak was released on 
a notice to appear at the 
scene and given a future 
court date.

On Feb. 26, deputies 
arrested Mark Rowe, 38, 
of Polo at the Ogle County 
Courthouse. He was ar-
rested on an outstanding 
failure to appear warrant 
for manufacturing/de-
livery cannabis/30-500 
grams. Rowe was unable 
to post the $4,628 bond 
and appeared in court 
where his bond was re-
duced to $525. Rowe 
posted bond, was released, 
and will return to court on 

March 25 at 9 a.m.
On Feb. 26 at approx-

imately 10:45 a.m. depu-
ties arrested Corey Kelch-
ner, 39, of Steward when 
he turned himself into the 
Ogle County Jail. He was 
arrested an outstanding 
failure to appear warrant 
for possession of a firearm 
with a revoked FOID card. 
Kelchner was unable to 
post the $4,661 bond and 
appeared in court where 
his bond was reduced 
to $300. Kelchner post-
ed bond, was released, 
and will return to court 
on March 25 at 9 a.m. 
On Feb. 26 at approxi-
mately 10:50 a.m. dep-
uties arrested Martha 
Vargas, 30, of Aurora at 
the Ogle County Court-
house. She was arrested 
on an outstanding failure 
to appear warrant ($2,676 
bond) and a second war-
rant (no bond), both for 
driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol. Vargas ap-
peared in court where her 
bond was set at $500. If 
she is unable to post bond, 
she will remain in custody 
until her court date on Feb. 
28 at 3 p.m.

On Feb. 26 at approxi-
mately 3:30 p.m. deputies 
arrested Thomas Minton, 
41, of Freeport at the 
Ogle County Courthouse.  
He was arrested on an 
outstanding warrant for 
driving while license 
suspended. Minton was 
unable to post the $15,000 
(10 percent) bond and was 
scheduled to appear in 
court on Feb. 27 at 1 p.m.

On Feb. 26 at approx-
imately 10:28 p.m. depu-
ties responded to the 8,000 
block of North Kilbuck 
Road in response to the 
report of a suspicious ve-
hicle. After investigation, 
Jose M. Martinez, 28, of 
Rockford, was placed 
under arrest for driving 
under the influence of 
alcohol, driving while li-
cense revoked, aggravated 
driving while under the 
influence of alcohol, and 
two counts of unlawful 
use of a weapon as a 
felon. Martinez was also 
cited for improper lane 
usage, failure to reduce 
speed, and operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle. 
Martinez was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail, 
where he was held, await-
ing an appearance before 
a judge.

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty. 

Country Meadows
APARTMENTS

466 Western Ave.
Ashton, Illinois

Housing complex for persons with very low 
to moderate income who are 62 years of 

age or older; disabled regardless of age is 
accepting applications for one or two 

bedroom apartments. Rent may be based 
on income. Income limits apply. Onsite 

laundry, community room, off-street 
parking, spacious rooms. Appliances, 
water, sewer, garbage, heat furnished.

PLEASE CALL (815) 339-2140
For an application or information.

This institution is an equal opportunity
provider

ROCHELLE — On 
Feb. 27 at 6:54 a.m. Robert 
Thompson, 55, of Sterling 
was cited for speeding 50 
miles per hour in a 30 miles 
per hour zone. He signed 
a promise to comply and 
was given an April 5 Ro-
chelle court date.

On Feb. 27 at 7:21 a.m. 
Charu Intaraluck, 62, of 
Dixon was cited for speed-
ing 53 miles per hour in a 
30 miles per hour zone. 
She signed a promise to 
comply and was given 
an April 5 Rochelle court 
date.

On Feb. 27 at 1:17 
p.m. Ivan J. Price Jr., 19, 

of Rochelle was cited for 
disobeying a stop sign and 
operating an uninsured ve-
hicle. He signed a promise 
to comply and was given 
an April 5 Rochelle court 
date.

On Feb. 27 at 4:18 
p.m. Maria Beltran, 63, 
of Rochelle was cited 
for disobeying a traffic 
control device. She signed 
a promise to comply and 
was given an April 5 Ro-
chelle court date.

On Feb. 27 at 8:14 a.m. 
Thomas W. Dettman, 44, 
of Rochelle was arrested 
for child pornography and 
transferred. 

ROCHELLE POLICE DEPARTMENT

On Feb. 28 at 2:23 p.m. 
Dominic G. Larson, 28, 
of Rochelle was arrested 
on an outstanding Ogle 
County warrant and trans-
ferred. 

On Feb. 29 at 3:12 p.m. 
Geoffrey R. Carter, 41, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
failure to reduce speed 
to avoid an accident. He 
signed a promise to com-
ply and was given an April 
5 Rochelle court date.

On March 1 at 12:23 
a.m. Janet Hernandez, 28, 
of Davis Junction was cit-
ed for disobeying a traffic 
control device. She signed 
a promise to comply and 
was given an April 5 Ro-
chelle court date.

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty.
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Retiring Ogle County Fair Board members recognized for service

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

At the Feb. 19 Ogle County Fair Board meeting, two retiring members were recognized for their years of service on the board. Denny Alderks served on the board for 27 
years and Rita Dauphin served for 25 years. The board wanted to thank both Denny and Rita for the many hours of dedicated volunteer service they provided to help 

build our fair.  Both received a plaque and lifetime passes for the fair.

Ashton Bible Church, corner of Main and Paddock in Ashton. Pastor Farrel 
Stauffer, church phone is (815)453-2190, church website www.ashtonbible.
org0. Sunday School for all ages 9:00-10:00am, Morning Worship 10:15am, 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting/Bible Study 6:30-8:00pm.

The Bridge Church, Pastor Greg Duncan, 11038 E. IL Route 38, Rochelle, IL 
61068. Phone: 815-562-7750. Sunday School: 9:00 am; Sunday Service: 10:00 
am; Nursery & Children’s ministry during am service; Bible Study Tuesday 
10:00 am and Wednesday 7:00 pm.  Web: thebridgechurchrochelle.com Email: 
thebridgechurchrochelle@gmail.com

Calvary Lighthouse Church, Assemblies of God, Senior Pastor, Dr. James 
Horvath. 14409 Hemstock Rd., Rochelle. Sunday Morning: Sunday Worship 
& Children’s Church 10:00 A.M., Wednesday Evening  7:00 P.M. – Adult 
Teaching, Missionettes & Royal Rangers Childrens Classes, Nursery available 
for all services. HE-Brews Cafe is open before and after services. For further 
information, please call the CLC office at 815-562-7701, or email us at staff@
calvarylighthouse.com

Rochelle Church of Christ, Keeping Christ at the center in the Hub City. We 
meet Sundays at 9:00am for Bible Study and 10:00am for worship. We also 
have a Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00pm. 206 Erickson Rd, Rochelle, IL 61068. 
You can call us at (815) 562-6572 or visit us on the web at rochellechurch.com. 
We also have a radio program Sundays just after 8am on WRHL 1060AM. 
Minister Dominic Venuso.

Creston United Methodist Church and Steward United Methodist Church - 
Rev. Ilhan You, Creston: 126 West South Street, P.O. Box 209, Creston, Illinois 
60113. Sunday morning worship 9:00am. Coffee fellowship at 10:15am. 
Steward: 507 Main Street, P.O. Box 80, Steward, IL 60553. Adult Sunday 
School, 10:00am. Sunday morning worship and Children’s Sunday School 
11:00am. Contact the church office at 847-730-4370 for more information. 
facebook.comcrestonumcil faccebook.com/stewardilumc

Elim Reformed Church, 140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068. Phone: 815-
562-6811. Email goelimchurch@gmail.com Website www.goelimchurch.org 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 Rev. Marv Jacobs

Faith Lutheran Church –  (14206 E. Flagg Rd.) – “Making Christ Known Through 
Lives of Faith.” In-person worship is available each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. or online 
at “Faith Lutheran Social” on YouTube. Worship resources are also available on 
our Facebook page - ‘Faith Lutheran Church ELCA.’ You may also e-mail Pastor 
Joy Alsop at Pastor@faithlcrochelle.org for more information. All are welcome to 
join us!

First General Baptist Church, 500 S. 12th St, Rochelle.  Phone: 815-562-5221. 
Email: fgbcrochelle@gmail.com.Website: www.fgbcrochelle.org. Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/fgbcrochelle.Pastor:   Rev. Angelo Bonacquisti. Sunday 
worship services: 8:30 am, 11:15 am and 6:00 pm.  Sunday school:  10:00 am. 
We’d be honored to have you join us as we worship JESUS and continue to 
grow in truth and love for God and each other.  A nursery, children’s church, 
youth group and small groups are available.  If you need a ride please contact 
our church bus driver, John, at (815) 262-4275 by 8:30 am on Sunday. “For if 
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9

First Presbyterian Church – An Amazing Place for Amazing Grace- Rev. 
Doug Forsberg, Senior Pastor. 1100 Calvin Road, Rochelle.  Email: info@
placeforgrace.com.  Sunday morning worship 9:00am and 10:30am. In person or 
streamed online. On our Website and Facebook Live. www.placeforgrace.com/  
www.facebook.com/placeforgrace

Grace Fellowship Church  — Pastor Jeff Ardissone, 2128 Il Route 38, Ashton, 
815-453-7464. Sunday School 8:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 9:45 a.m. 
www.graceisforyou.com

Harvest Baptist Church 241 Scott Ave. (Hillcrest). Rev. Duane Boehm, pastor. 
Email duane712@hotmail.com, cell 815-757-3427. Visit us on Facebook! 
Service times: Sunday morning worship with Children’s Church at 10 am. 
Wednesday night worship at 7 pm. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 16060 E. Lindenwood Road, 
Lindenwood, IL 61049. Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock. Church Phone 393-
4500. Church Worship 9:00 a.m. Sunday School Christian Education Hour at 
10:30   a.m.

Living Water Community Church  405 N. Main St, Downtown Rochelle. Phone 
815-561-6249, Website: www.lwccr.com, Like us on Facebook. We are Non-
Denominational, Christ Centered, Casual dress, Christ Centered Live Band 
Worship. Mike Vogeler - Outreach and Seven C’s Pastor, Chris Bender- Teaching 
Pastor and Doug Bunger - Missions and Children’s Pastor. Sunday Worship 
Service- 10:00am. Nursery/Toddlers Ages 0-5 available during the service in the 
Splash building. Swim- Grades 1st-5th worship with the adults then break out for 
age appropriate teaching. Youth groups, Small groups, Life Groups and Workshops 
meet throughout the year for Bible teaching. 7C’s Mission- serves the community 
physically & spiritually each month from 1135 Lincoln Hwy, providing lightly used 
clothing, Hygiene items, a light lunch and Elder Prayer open the second Saturday 
from 10am-2pm and the 4th Thursday from 4pm to 7:00pm and by appointment..  

  

New Hope Fellowship (Church of God - Anderson, IN), 1501 10th Ave., 
Rochelle, IL 61068. Service: Sunday at 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m., (815)561-8400, www.
NHFchurch.net Pastor: Dan Sergeant and Pastor Nick Tornabene.  (Classes 
for children through age fifth grade during service.)

Rochelle United Methodist Church welcomes everyone to their worship 
service, and practices openness for all activities including communion. 
Worship is at 9:00 am. Sunday school for children begins around 9:15, 
following the Children’s Time in worship. A fellowship time with food and 
space for conversation occurs in Hicks Hall every week following the worship 
service.  We celebrate communion with an open table on the first Sunday of 
every month, and on other appropriate occasions.  Youth group is on Sunday 
evenings from 5:30-7:30. Our youth program includes service projects, 
discussion topics, Bible Study, and lots of fun and fellowship together.  Some 
of our activities include packing meals at Feed My Starving Children, helping 
at Rochelle Christian Food Pantry and 7C’s, working with animals at Barn on 
Baseline, Mystery trips (Destination Unknown!), and Interactive experiences 
on Dating boundaries, refugees, and homelessness.  Youth group is for grades 
6-12 and friends are always welcome.  Recorded services are available on our 
YouTube channel and our website at www.rochelleumc.com. Our services are 
on the radio (93.5 FM) on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am. Our Facebook page 
is www.facebook.com/rochelleumc. Our pastor is the Rev. Dr. Katherine 
Thomas Paisley.  Our address is 709 Fourth Ave. (815) 562-2164. Email is 
admin@rochelleumc.com. At Rochelle United Methodist Church, everyone is 
welcome and loved!

St. Patrick Catholic Church Rev. Jesus Dominguez; Deacon Fermin Garcia; 
Deacon George Schramm; 244 Kelley Dr. (Corner of Kelley & Caron Rd.), 
PO Box 329, Rochelle, IL 61068. Office Hours: 9:00 AM- 4PM Monday-
Thursday, Phone: 815-562-2370. Mass times: 8:00 AM Monday-Thursday, 
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM English, 7PM Spanish, Sunday Mass 7:30 
AM, 9:00 AM in English and 11:00 AM in Spanish. Confessions: Monday 
8:30AM & 6:30PM, Tuesday 8:30AM, Saturday 8:30am & 4:00-4:45 PM Or 
by appointment. Religious Education: Deacon George Schramm, Director 
of Religious Education. 903 Caron Road, Rochelle, IL 61068, 815-561-0079; 
Website: stpatricksrochelle.com 
Email: stpatrick-rochelle@rockforddiocese.org 
Facebook.com/StPatrickRochelle

St. Paul Lutheran Church “Building Relationships in Christ, Now and 
Forever!” Steven Hall, Principal, Parish Nurse-Marcia Schnorr. 1415 Tenth 
Ave., Rochelle. Church Office-562-2744. Worship times: 6:00 p.m. Saturday, 
9:00 a.m. Sunday. Our service is broadcast over WRHL 1060AM at 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday. Sunday School 10:15-11:15 a.m.  Call 562-6323 for more information 
about the school.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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The Rochelle News-Leader 
encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest 

to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to 

avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must 
bear the handwritten signature of 
the writer and include address and 

phone number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. Neither the 
street address nor phone number 

will be printed. Letters should 

be typed or legibly handwritten, 
and no anonymous letters will be 

published. Any letters from boards 
or organizations must include at 

least one name of an individual. Any 
criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly 

to their position or actions made in 
office, as personal attacks will not be 
published. Letters involving private 

disputes between the writer and 
a business will not be published. 

Political endorsements will be 

published, however letters from 
candidates endorsing themselves 
will not be printed. Letters may be 
dropped at the News-Leader office 
(211 IL Route 38 East), mailed to the 
News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 

IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@
rochellenews-leader.com.) The 

News-Leader reserves the right to 
edit or reject any letter to the editor 

for any reason, and letters chosen for 
publication do not necessarily reflect 

the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

* Denotes Chairman/President

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso                bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us       

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Trisha Vaughn                                tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey  dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta  sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
Jennifer Thompson            jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas   bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger  brent.ohlinger@rthsd212.org
Laurie Pillen     laurie.pillen@rthsd212.org
Joel Thompson                joel.thompson@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Kristi Gonzales     kgonzales@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
Eileen Braski           ebraski@hillcrestil.us
Joe Thompson                      jthompson@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

WHEN you 
hear a state-
ment like, 

“No I would not protect 
you. In fact, I would 
encourage them to do 
whatever the hell they 
want. You gotta pay. You 
gotta pay your bills.”, 
what is the first thing you 
think of?  That some store 
owner has not paid their 
periodic “bill” for their 
protection to the Mafia (if 
it still exists)?  How about 
the IRS saying that you 
are required to pay your 
taxes?  Or did you won-
der about who is “them” 
in this statement before 
anything else?

No matter how you 
look at this, it is a scary 
statement.  Who knows 
what the Mafia would 
do if you did not pay? 
Would it be a physical 
act of violence to cause 
pain and suffering?  The 
IRS may garnish wages 
and/or do other things, 
but at least you know it 
is not physical, though it 
could be painful.  And, if 
you are willing, they will 
collaborate with you.  As 
far as the “them,” if it isn’t 
the Mafia or IRS, who 
could it be?

There is another thing 

that you might hear in 
this statement which is 
even more concerning.  
It is very plain that the 
person making this type 
of statement is worried 
about one simple thing.  
Money.  In the hierarchy 
of this statement, money 
comes first, and the rest 
is a distant second.  It 
should be more important 
to collaborate with a per-
son on a structure to pay 
bills, than to worry about 
whether they pay for the 
protection. Why? In a very 
roundabout way, the pro-
tection includes the person 
making the statement.

As far as the store 
owner is concerned, if 
he doesn’t pay, it appears 
that he may never be able 
to.  If someone else takes 
over the store, they may be 
more of a problem to the 
Mafia than the previous 
owner.  The Mafia loses 
both ways.  With the IRS, 
if the customer can’t pay, 
no money goes into the 
coffer.  There are many 
companies that will help 
people that owe money to 
the IRS.  In the long run, 
however, it seems that 
the IRS gets less than the 
original customer would 
have paid.  The IRS loses 

both ways.
Of course, the state-

ment I have been refer-
ring to was the statement 
made by Former Pres-
ident Trump about the 
possibility of our NATO 
allies failing to make their 
contributions to NATO 
as they pledged to. The 
statement, as reported at 
the beginning of this arti-
cle, was quoted from New 
York Times web site at 
nytimes.com.  But 
this statement is 
confusing.  There 
are small contri-
butions made to 
NATO each year 
for funding bud-
gets and programs 
which equals 0.3% 
of the members’ 
defense spending. 
In 2023 this equat-
ed to about $3.6 billion, a 
small amount of the total 
program.

As for the rest of the 
assets that would be avail-
able when NATO coun-
tries go to war, these are 
not in a fund or any other 
available account.  NATO 
members pledge that they 
will spend 2% per year of 
their GDP on their indi-
vidual countries’ defense 
spending.  This is to ensure 

that when needed, each 
country can supply the 
defense equipment and 
forces needed to fight a 
war.  You can find out more 
at the web site NATO.int.

According to forces.
net, a British site that 
keeps up with military 
forces and deployment 
in the world, NATO had 
11 countries in 2023 that 
spent more than 2% of 
their GDP.  The coun-

try that made the 
largest purchases 
as a percentage 
of GDP in 2023 
was Poland.  I 
have not heard of 
any other coun-
tries worried about 
members’ defense 
fund spending, so 
why would this be 
a game stopper to 

world defense?
Why do we think other 

countries are silent?  I 
would imagine that it’s 
because it’s nobody else’s 
business outside of NATO 
membership.  Also, a 
statement like that under-
mines NATO as a whole. 
But the most important 
reason is that what hap-
pens to any one country 
in NATO, happens to us 
all.  We must deal with any 

negative occurrences be-
fore they happen if we can.  
These types of statements 
just bolster Putin in his 
position against Ukraine 
and his desires for more 
conquests.  Are other au-
tocrats or dictators taking 
these words into account 
in some way?

It is clear to me in this 
statement that Former 
President Trump does not 
know how NATO works, 
or doesn’t want to.  And, 
as I look back at other 
statements, it appears 
that he has always shown 
us who he is.  When dis-
cussing others, some of the 
time it seems he is talking 
about himself.  The most 
recent example of this is 
the following: 

“The sudden death of 
Alexei Navalny has made 
me more and more aware 
of what is happening in 
our Country,” Trump 
posted on Truth Social. “It 
is a slow, steady progres-
sion, with CROOKED, 
Radical Left Politicians, 
Prosecutors, and Judges 
leading us down a path to 
destruction.”  Posted by 
Zeeshan Aleem, MSNBC 
Opinion Writer/Editor on 
MSNBC.com.

What he seems to mean 

in the second part of this 
quote is that he is the one 
leading America down the 
path to destruction.  The 
“Radical Left” is really 
the “Radical Right” in 
his mind.  He has always 
done this in his talks, com-
ments and statements.  He 
tells you flat out how he 
feels, what he thinks, and 
where he stands.  Yet just 
about everything he says 
appears to be a statement 
about himself disguised 
as if it is about someone 
or something else.  Could 
this have resulted in the 
phrases “false truths” or 
“alternate facts”?

According to an article 
on thehill.com by Dr. 
Fiona Hill, Senior Fellow 
of the Brookings Institute 
“Since when have we been 
assassinating our oppo-
sition candidates in this 
country? Since when has 
the president of the United 
States been wanting to 
take out political oppo-
nents through poisoning 
or through imprisoning 
them in, basically the 
equivalent of Arctic penal 
colonies?” she continued. 
“What President Trump 
is doing is degrading the 
United States.”

Enough said!

DEAR editor,
I was initial-

ly supporting 
Christie Cox for coroner 
simply because I’ve known 
her for many years and 
always found her to be 

a person of integrity.  I 
recently sat down with 
Christie to discuss some 
of my concerns about the 
coroner’s office, namely 
that their budget has dou-
bled since I left office in 

2018 and, even beyond 
that growth, they were 
significantly over their 
original budget several of 
those years.  I came away 
from that meeting confi-
dent that Christie shares 

my philosophy of needing 
to be fiscally conservative 
while maintaining great 
service to her constitu-
ents. When she is elected, 
she will run the office like 
a business, taking a hard 

look at office practices and 
spending to eliminate any 
waste and enhance produc-
tivity.  Ogle County needs 
and deserves this kind of 
conservative leadership.  
I hope everyone will join 

me in voting for Christie 
Cox for Ogle County cor-
oner on March 19!

 
John Coffman

Former Ogle County 
treasurer (2000-2018)

Consider this: NATO member contributions

Letter to the Editor: Vote for Christie Cox

THE Rochelle 
News-Leader is 
implementing a 

new political letter policy.
We will now be accept-

ing election letters endors-
ing or advocating for or 
against a ballot measure, 
party or candidate as paid 
advertising announcement. 
The fee is $25 minimum for 
a 200-word letter and 10 

cents a word for addition-
al words over 250. Like 
other letters to the editor, 
the writer’s name, address 
and phone number are 
required. Phone numbers 
and exact addresses are 
not published. We have the 
right to reject letters which 
don’t meet publishing stan-
dards and will determine if 
the letter qualifies as a paid 

endorsement. Paid letters 
will be identified with a 
label and may or may not 
appear on the opinion/
letters page.

Most newspapers that 
have adopted this approach 
cite one main reason: Po-
litical campaigns for years 
have used newspaper opin-
ion pages for what amounts 
to free advertising. As these 

letter-writing campaigns 
become more widespread 
and sophisticated - some 
campaigns even pay peo-
ple to write letters to the 
editor - newspapers are 
flooded with requests to 
publish them, especially 
in the run-up to elections.

Will we still publish 
letters complaining about 
the county board or school 

board? Yes. But if you 
want others to vote for or 
against a candidate, or for 
or against an issue on the 
ballot, you will need to pay 
a fee. Not a large fee - $25 
for up to 200 words.

Some key dates to keep 
in mind for political en-
dorsement letters:

The primary election is 
Tuesday, March 19, 2024. 

The last batch of letters that 
endorse candidates for this 
election will be printed in 
the Wednesday, March 13, 
2024 issue of The Rochelle 
News-Leader must be re-
ceived by noon on Monday, 
March 11, 2024.

To submit a letter, email 
Managing Editor Jeff Hel-
frich at jhelfrich@rochel-
lenews-leader.com. 

Rochelle News Leader — New political letter policy

PAID LETTER
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

Feb. 6 - From the Heart, $50

Feb. 7 - Judith Koelzer, Friena, Texas, $25

Feb. 8 - Nancy Meyers, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 9 - Kaylee Fowler, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 10 - Justin Adolph, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 11 - First State Bank, Rochelle, $50

Feb. 12 - John Gonzales, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 13 - Kathleen Lutz, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 14 - Ariana and Antonio Welle, Oregon, $250

Feb. 15 - From the Heart, $25

Feb. 16 - Shining Star, Dixon, $25

Feb. 17 - Michelle Ocampo, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 18 - RACF, $50

Feb. 19 - RACF, $25

Feb. 20 - Crystal Crom, Cloquet, Minnesota, $25

Feb. 21 - From the Heart, $25

Feb. 22 - Crystal Hueramo, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 23 - Christa Seebach, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 24 - Gus and Armande Vasilopolous, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 25 - Noel Allison, Rochelle, $50

Feb. 26 - Maplehurst Farms, $25

Feb. 27 - Cynthia Lopez, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 28 - Marcy Bruhn, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 29 - Jake Meyers, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 1 - Deanne Ponto, Rochelle, $25
 
Mar. 2 - From the Heart, $25

Mar. 3 - From the Heart, $50Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

ROCHELLE – TOPS 
Club Inc.® (Take Off Pounds 
SensiblySM), the nonprofit 
weight-loss support orga-
nization, will hold an open 
house on Monday, March 
18 at 5 p.m. at Hub City 
Senior Center, located at 
401 Cherry Ave., Rochelle. 
The open house is free and 
open to the public and lasts 
about an hour.

Founded more than 70 

years ago, TOPS is the only 
nonprofit, noncommercial 
weight-loss organization 
of its kind. TOPS offers 
an individual approach to 
weight loss and overall 
wellness, with thousands 
of chapters in the U.S. and 
Canada. Members learn 
about nutrition, portion 
control, meal planning, ex-
ercise and more at weekly 
meetings. Consistent group 

support, health education 
and recognition are all key 
components to successful 
weight management. 

Visitors to a TOPS chap-
ter are welcome to attend 
their first meeting free of 
charge. TOPS is open to 
men, women and children, 
ages seven and older. (No 
child care is provided at 
meetings.) New TOPS 
members may choose one of 

three discounted packages. 
Annual renewal dues are 
$37 in the U.S.  Chapters 
charge nominal fees to cover 
operating costs — usually 
$5 per month or less in the 
U.S. For more details about 
the Open House, contact 
Cathy Scarbrough at 815-
593-0054 or to find a local 
chapter in a neighboring 
community, visit www.tops.
org or call (800) 932-8677.

TOPS to host open house on March 18

EAU CLAIRE, Wis. 
— The University of Wis-
consin-Eau Claire awarded 

648 degrees from both 
campuses in December 
2023. Local students who 

received degrees and their 
fields of study are:

Rochelle: Ben Red-

ington, Bachelor of 
Science ,  Educa t ion 
and Human Sciences. 

Redington among graduates at UW-Eau Claire

ROCHELLE — The 
semi-annual coin appraisal 
at the Rochelle Moose will 

be held on Sunday, March 
10 starting at 1 p.m. John 
Gruben and Dave Scha-

backer will be on hand to 
evaluate your coins. They 
even evaluate foreign coins 

and domestic bank notes. 
This is a free coin appraisal 
open to the public.

BLOOMINGTON — 
The Illinois Farm Bureau® 
Rural Nurse Practitioner 
Scholarship Program is 
now accepting applica-
tions for nurse practitioner 
scholarships. This year, a 
total of 15 scholarships, 
each worth $4,000, will 
be granted.

This scholarship pro-
gram, which has been 
running for 32 years, aims 

to encourage and develop a 
strong pool of rural health 
practitioners to address pri-
mary healthcare needs in 
rural areas of Illinois. Re-
cipients of the scholarships 
are required to practice for 
two years in an approved 
rural area within the state.

To be eligible for the 
scholarship, applicants 
must be Illinois residents 
and either accepted or 

enrolled in an accredited 
Nurse Practitioner Pro-
gram as Registered Nurs-
es. The funding for this 
program is provided by 
the Rural Illinois Medical 
Student Assistance Pro-
gram (RIMSAP).

Applications can be 
obtained from county Farm 
Bureaus® across the state, 
the Rural Illinois Medical 
Student Assistance Pro-

gram website at RIMSAP.
com, or by contacting Don-
na Gallivan, the Program 
Manager, at Illinois Farm 
Bureau, 1701 Towanda 
Avenue, Bloomington, IL 
61701. The deadline for 
applications is May 1.

For further information, 
please feel free to reach 
out to Donna Gallivan at 
309-557-2350 or via email 
at dgallivan@ilfb.org.

IFB Rural Nurse Pracitioner Scholarship accepting applications

Free coin appraisal at Rochelle Moose on March 10

March 5
Briggs Bridgeman

 
March 6

Nicole King
 

March 8
Chaz Conant

March 9
Minia Waters

 

March 13
Veronica Lopez

 
March 16

Christy Oleson

 March 19
John Overstreet

March 20
Jesse Lopez

Rachelle Phillips

 March 22
Wakely Peterman

 March 23
Kristi Gonzales

 
March 24

John Wooten
Lanie McPhearson

 
March 25

Chaz & Kathy 

Conant 
(anniversary)

Shaun Rosenbach
Liz Danekas

 
March 26

LeeAnn Komadina
Kim Dougherty

Bernie & 
Anna Sexton 
(anniversary)
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LOCAL NEWS

To wrap up National FFA Week, some of the Rochelle FFA members attended a packing session at Feed My Starving Children in Aurora. The group was able to pack 853 
meal packs at their station alone.

Rochelle Township High School FFA members pack meals at Feed My Starving Children in Aurora

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

02122024

Homemade 

Soup and 

Salad Bar

FISH  
FRIDAY
Every Friday night
Serving 5 - 8 p.m.

FriedFried cod, baked cod, bluegill 

or shrimp

$11.95 - $12.95
Includes: choice or potato (baked, 

french fries or onion rings), homemade 
soup and salad bar and  
complimentary dessert

Dine-In or Carry-Out

VFW 
Post 8739

1310 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL
815-732-6851

Served Fridays 4pm-8pm
Open to the Public, Dine-in or Carry-out.

Every Friday 
Fish Fry
Cod, Catfish & 
Shrimp Dinners

02
12

20
24

208 N. Walnut St.
Stillman Valley
815-645-9828 02

12
20

24

Friday
5pm-9:30pm

PUBLIC WELCOME, DINE IN OR CARRY OUt.   CHECK FACEBOOK FOR UPDATES

2023
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2022
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF

GuideGuide
AreaArea
CATCH OUR 

FISH FRY!

(Multiple dishes, Baked Cod, Pollock, 
Perch, homemade hush-puppies, shrimp 

fried rice, cheesy potatoes, soup and 
salad bar, vegetables and more!)

1469 N. IL Rt 2
Oregon IL 

815-732-6761 
Maxsons.net

Friday Night Fish Fry!

02122024

4-8 pm
Other seafood available / Full menu available

Win some money gaming!

Fish Fry Buffet 
(All You Can Eat) - $20
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Tickets are $25 and are 
available online at vcctro-
chelle.org or at the door. 
An “Afterglow” option 
for the night will also be 
offered for $5 extra for up 
to 30 people where attend-
ees can meet Beningo and 
enjoy a hot cocoa bar and 
cookies. 

Beningo, a Michigan 
native, has friends and 
family in Illinois that he 
wanted to go out to see. 
He found the Lincoln Arts 
Center when reaching out 
to venues to perform at. 

“It was actually kind of 
random,” Beningo said. 
“I came across the site 
and spoke with them and 
they seemed like great 
people. I fell in love with 
the venue after looking at 
it online. I talked to them 
about potentially doing a 
fundraiser or something 
and it fit in perfectly with 
what they were looking to 
do. With my show being a 
cleaner one, it was a good 
fit. We’re really looking 
forward to the show.”

The Lincoln Arts Cen-
ter is the renovated former 
home of Lincoln Elemen-
tary School, and is known 
to the community now 
as the home of the Vince 
Carney Community The-
ater. VCCT is one of the 
groups that rents the space, 
and the LAC has formed 
a committee of volunteers 
dedicated to bringing a 
variety of entertainment to 
Rochelle and maintaining 
and improving the facility. 
The LAC has a number of 
spaces for the community 
to rent, including the the-
ater, a meeting room, or 
the lobby. 

LAC Committee Mem-
ber Jessica Morris said 
she’s excited for a per-

former of Beningo’s cali-
ber to come to the venue.

“Having someone like 
Andy come to town really 
sets the tone for the oppor-
tunities that the communi-
ty can look forward to at 
the Lincoln Arts Center,” 
Morris said. “It’s Friday 
night, you deserve a night 
out without traveling out 
of town. Grab dinner at 
your favorite local restau-
rant, then hop on over to 
the Lincoln Arts Center for 
some belly laughs!”

As a child, Beningo was 
always a fan of standup 
comedy, most notably 
comics like Steve Martin 
and Robin Williams. He 
overcame his shyness and 
an apprehension towards 
speaking in front of people 
and started doing open 
mics when he was in 
college. During that time 
he met other comics that 
took him on the road for 
performances. 

“It’s kind of snowballed 
over the last 20 years,” 
Beningo said. “I’ve gotten 
to do some TV things. One 
of the things I’m most 
proud of is the fact that I’ve 
performed in all 50 states, 
which was sort of a bucket 
list thing. Any time you 
can make people laugh and 
make them forget about 
their problems, I want to 
do it. I think that’s such a 
fun thing, to give people a 
nice night out. I’ve really 
been enjoying my job as 
a comedian.”

Beningo’s act centers 
around his wife and kids 
and his time as a mid-
dle school teacher. His 
“clean” style caters to all 
ages and doesn’t include 
any sexual or political 
content. Beningo’s style is 
rooted in the comedians he 
enjoyed growing up that 
employ universal humor.

“I loved Jerry Seinfeld, 
Ray Romano and Jim Gaf-
figan,” Beningo said. “It 
wasn’t really a conscious 
choice to write clean or 
censor myself. The things 
I talk about are kind of 
universal or just things 
that I think are funny. You 
talk about your wife or 
kids, I feel like people can 
relate to it. To me, there’s 
nothing better than getting 
a laugh and having people 
point to each other because 
they’ve seen a similar sit-
uation in their own lives. 
I think if you can get that 
element of relatability, it 
helps you connect with 
the audience even more.”

Beningo called 2024 
“the perfect time” to be 
a comedian due to the 
availability of a wide 
array of mediums, and 
comedy clubs filling up 
again with people look-
ing for a night out after 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
took place in recent years. 
He’s enjoyed seeing more 
comedy shows pop up 
across the country with so 
many different comedians 
with different perspectives 
and voices.

Beningo grew up in a 
small town, and back then, 
being a comedian seemed 
like a pipe dream to him. In 
Michigan, he took comedy 
classes from and opened 
for Bert “Chili” Challis, 
who was a writer for The 
Tonight Show with Jay 
Leno. Challis helped him 
develop ideas and what 
to talk about on stage, 
and took him on the road. 
Andy called Challis “in-
strumental” in his start in 
comedy, and also thanked 
well-known comedian, 
actor and TV personality 
Frank Caliendo for his 
encouragement and help 
with his career. Beningo 

BENINGO: Renowned comedian performing at Lincoln Arts Center on March 8

toured with Caliendo for 
10 years. 

Performing at the Go-
tham Comedy Club in 
New York City is one of 
Beningo’s most memora-
ble career moments.

“Coming from a small 
town, it was pretty intimi-

dating going to New York 
and on top of that trying 
to entertain New Yorkers,” 
Beningo said. “Getting to 
do that was incredible. I 
perform on a lot of cruise 
ships, which is kind of 
cool. I’ve gotten to bounce 
around Europe a little bit 

in England, Ireland and 
France. I’ve gotten to not 
only see the U.S., but other 
parts of the world. It’s been 
crazy. I consider myself 
very lucky. I’ve worked 
really hard, but it’s been 
really nice to get these 
opportunities.”

Andy Beningo, a Michigan native, has friends and family in Illinois that he wanted 
to go out to see. He found the Lincoln Arts Center when reaching out to venues to 
perform at. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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250 East Lincoln Hwy.

Downtown DeKalb

815-754-7703 www.duckysdekalb.com

$50  
OFF  

PROM RENTAL
Duckysdekalb.com

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

815-562-9000
1010 S. 7th St., Rochelle, IL

Call 

or Stop In 

Today

420 West State Street 
Sycamore, IL 60178
Office: 815-991-5112

THREE SCREENS

 Downtown Sycamore

1925
EST.

Tickets, Showtimes and more

information available online at

www.sycamorestatetheater.com
FOLLOW US ON 

FACEBOOK

400 North 15th Street, Rochelle, IL 61068
TO LEARN ABOUT SILGAN CAREERS, GO TOSILGANCONTAINERS.COM/CAREERS

Scan the QR Code for
more Silgan-Rochelle
jobs and to apply

Be sure to check out our 
IMPROVED website for 
ads from the following 

advertisers!
www.rochellenews-leader.com

Primary Care, Physicals, Weight Loss, Dermal Fillers, Botox Injections, Suboxone ProgramVeteran Owned and Operated • Most insurances accepted

Davis Family 
Health LLC

Kelly Ann Tonielli DavisDNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

We Fix  
Boo Boos

Voted BEST FAMILY PRACTICE & BEST DOCTOR!

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OFVOTED
2023

1212 Currency Court, Rochelle, IL 
815-561-8500

1201 Meriden Street, Mendota, IL
815-538-1800

Helping you create the life you want.

kish.edu

ROCHSIGS

900 N. 2nd St., Rochelle
rochellehospital.com

314 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle, IL

815-562-4444 | www.rochellerx.
com

Download our App Today

Free Caskets for Funerals or  Urns for Cremations for Veterans

LISTEN 
UP!

According to a recent study by the Better Hearing Institute, better hearing keeps people 
socially active and can improve:

What Are the Real Facts About Hearing Wellness?

· Relationships
· Sense of humor

· Mental, emotional and physical health   · Self-confidence
· Cognitive skills      · And more

Complete Hearing Wellness Check-up

LIMITED TIME
Tuesday, July 19th - Thursday, July 21st

9:00 am – 5:00 pm 1712 Sycamore Road  |  Dekalb, IL 60115

FREE 
to the first
25 callers

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE!   (815) 758-0157

Get a comprehensive look at your hearing wellness: 
Medical and audiological history – Let’s discuss.

  Otoscopic exam – We’ll inspect your ear canal and ear drum—
it may be just wax!

Hearing test – You listen for the beeps.

Speech test – Word recognition alone and in noise.

Review your results – They are available immediately!

Recommendations and demo – Hear the newest technology in action.
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Affordable Assisted Lifestyle 
Community for Adults 65 & Older of 

All lncomes
2626 N Annie Glidden Road

DeKalb, IL 60115
P: 815-787-6500

www.hw-dekalb-slf.com  
Managed by Gardant 

Management Solutions

Schedule your tour today!
Affordable Assisted Lifestyle Community for 

Adults 65 & Older of All Incomes  
2626 N Annie Glidden Rd., DeKalb, IL 60115

815-787-6500 | www.hw-dekalb.sif.com

328 E HWY 38,  
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-561-9400
Arbys.com

GRABER
FINANCIAL 

GROUP
                 Sam Graber

409 4th Ave, Rochelle, IL • 815-562-7139

samgraber@dnacom.com

Family, Couple, Individual and Child Counseling & Medication

Free Initial Counseling Consultation*

815-787-9000951 S. Seventh StreetSuite G
Rochelle, IL

1815 MediterraneanSuite 102Sycamore, IL

300 Washington Corner#203
Oregon, IL

03
21

20
17

257 West Stephenie, Cortland, IL
theisenroofing@comcast.net

815- 758-8998

Here’s why consistent advertising 
with us is a great way to build 
top of mind awareness:

Newspaper advertising helps you 
reach an engaged audience and 
build trust within the community. 
>> Our local circulation reach gives 
you more bang for your advertising buck.
>> Flexible ad sizes, formats, 
placement and frequency are available 
to fit your needs and budget.
>> Our expert team can help you develop 
and design an effective ad or campaign. 
Data sources: Nielsen Scarborough, Coda Ventures Newspaper Ad Effectiveness Service 

7 out of  10
newspaper readers 
report taking action 
after seeing an ad 

in a circular. 

Learn more about our cost-effective marketing 
and advertising solutions geared toward building 
top of mind awareness today. Be sure to contact your 
sales rep to get started with a free consultation.

Nearly
70%

of U.S. adults
read newspapers 

each month.

Print newspaper
ads inspire action.

Stay Top of Mind and Save 
With Our Monthly and 
Annual Ad Contract Specials!

Andrew Heiserman
815-561-2123

aheiserman@rochellenews-leader.com

Christel Ackland
815-561-2153

cackland@rochellenews-leader.com
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RTHS Wrestling

Atkinson medals at state
Lady Hub makes history with fifth-place finish at IHSA State Championships

SPORTS LADY HUBS AWARDED
 
The Rochelle Lady Hub basketball team 
held its awards banquet on Monday. 
 
See page 3 for more details
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(COURTESY PHOTO)
Junior Dempsey Atkinson medaled in fifth place at the IHSA State Championships in Bloomington over the 
weekend. Atkinson concluded her season with a 21-7 record.

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

BLOOMINGTON — 
A familiar face stood be-
tween Rochelle Lady Hub 
wrestler Dempsey Atkinson 
and a historic feat during the 
IHSA State Championships 
on Saturday afternoon.

Atkinson found herself 
at the beginning of the 
consolation side of the 
bracket after a first-round 
loss against previously un-
defeated Goreville standout 
Alivia Ming on Friday. But 
the junior was undeterred 
and recovered with back-
to-back victories on the 
consolation side, securing 
two consecutive falls over 
Round Lake’s Raven Bur-
nett and Macomb’s Kelly 
Ladd later that day.

The victories moved 
Atkinson into the consola-
tion quarterfinals, where 
she needed a win over Rock 
Island’s Sanaa Hampton 
in order to secure a top-6 
podium finish and clinch a 
state medal for the first time 
in her career. Atkinson and 
Hampton have wrestled 
multiple times over the last 
two seasons, but their most 
recent meeting was during 
the IHSA Geneseo Sectional 
earlier this month, where 
Hampton defeated Atkinson 
by fall in the third-place 
consolation match.

The Rochelle standout 
earned her revenge on Satur-
day, however, overcoming 
a Hampton takedown in 
the first period and taking 
a 5-2 lead into the second 
period behind a reversal 

and a three-point near fall. 
Hampton elected for the 
neutral position in the sec-
ond period, but it wasn’t 
enough to knock down the 
determined Atkinson, who 
turned a takedown into a 
fall with six seconds left in 
the second period to clinch 
the first podium finish for 
a female in RTHS history.

“I knew she was very 
strong and I knew she was 
a very good wrestler,” 
Atkinson said. “I knew 
she was looking to throw 
a headlock and I had to 
work my defense during 
the match. I needed to have 
the mindset that I knew I 
could beat her, even though 
it wouldn’t be easy. It feels 
really great and I love to be 
a great role model for young 
wrestlers, boys and girls. I 
want to represent Rochelle 
well and that’s what I did 
when I wrestled at the state 
tournament this weekend.”

The state tournament 
was a full slate of action 
for Atkinson (21-7), who 
wrestled six matches in the 
145-pound weight class at 
Bloomington’s Grossinger 
Motors Arena between Fri-
day and Saturday. The junior 
faced off against Canton’s 
Katelyn Marvel in the con-
solation semifinals, scoring 
one takedown and a last-
second reversal but falling 
just short in a 7-5 decision. 

“The experience was 
awesome,” Atkinson said. 
“I didn’t wrestle as well as 
I thought I could’ve when I 
went to state last season, but 
this season was completely 
different. I wrestled really 

hard and I didn’t give up 
any points that I shouldn’t 
have. My stamina really 
helped me because I thought 
the girls I wrestled got tired 
quickly and that was my time 
to attack. I threw a couple 
of headlocks and I threw a 
couple of fireman’s carries. 
Those were my two main 
attacks.”

Atkinson finished the 
tournament and concluded 
her junior season on a high 
note, however, with the 
Lady Hub grappler scoring 
a first-period takedown and 
fall over Zion-Benton’s 
Naomi Foote (39-11) in the 
fifth-place bout Saturday 
afternoon. Now a two-time 
state qualifier, Atkinson said 

her goals for next season are 
to qualify for the state meet 
and earn a state medal once 
again.

“It’s a real confidence 
booster because I never 
thought over the last few 
years that this would be an 
achievable goal,” Atkinson 
said. “I achieved my goals 
this year and next year, I can 

possibly work my way up 
and maybe become a state 
champion, which would be 
awesome. I want to focus 
on the bottom and get out 
of the bottom position faster 
so I can get more reversals. I 
think I’ve come a long way 
in neutral and on top, but I 
want to keep working on all 
three positions.”

RTHS Football

Hart reflects on five-year career at North Central
Rochelle alum appears in fourth NCAA Division III National Championship

(PHOTO BY STEVE WOLTMANN/NORTH CENTRAL COLLEGE)

Former Rochelle student-athlete James Hart started all 15 games for the North Central College football team 
during the 2023 season, recording 41 tackles and three passes defensed at the defensive tackle position. Hart 
helped lead North Central to a 14-1 record and a CCIW Conference Championship in 2023.

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

FORMER Ro-
chelle student-
athlete James Hart 

has reached the highest 
level in NCAA Division 
III college football, helping 
the North Central College 
Cardinals to three national 
championship appearances 
as well as two national 
championship victories, 
including a 28-21 win over 
Mount Union to claim the 
2022 championship, dur-
ing his first four years with 
the program.

But Hart was forced to 
miss the 2020 season due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
that sidelined collegiate 
programs across the state. 
Because the season was 
canceled, Hart received 
an extra year of athletic 
eligibility from the NCAA. 
With that eligibility in his 
pocket, Hart had a deci-
sion to make last spring: 
Whether or not he would 
run it back with the Cardi-
nals one more time.

“After we won the na-
tional championship, I 
thought that would be it 
and I wasn’t sure if there 

was anything else I wanted 
to do,” Hart said. “I took 
a few months off and I 
learned pretty quickly that 
being a student-athlete is 
something special. After 
thinking about that and as 
I started to miss that time 
with my teammates, I 
thought why not come back 
and play the game I love 
for another year, especially 
with how successful we’ve 
been and the chance to go 
back to back.”

The decision proved to 
be a career-altering one 
for Hart, who stayed on 
campus last summer and 
worked as hard as he could 
to get into playing shape for 
the 2023 season. Although 
Hart arrived for fall camp 
as a second-stringer on the 
defensive line, the former 
Hub football standout 
worked his way into the 
starting lineup and earned 
arguably the biggest role of 
his career. Hart started all 
15 games at the defensive 
tackle position, recording a 
career-high 41 total tackles.

“It was always my goal 
to be a starter in college,” 
Hart said. 

See HART page 2

Tournament Tournament BracketsBrackets
March 20!March 20!

Check out our NEXT 
American Hero
page March 13th!
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WE BUY GUNS
RAT WORX

Research and Testing 
Worx Inc.

112 East Hitt St., Mt. 
Morris, IL

815-734-7346
guns@ratworxusa.com | www.ratworxUSA.com

From page 1

“I knew I had work to 
do after sitting out for a 
few months, but I worked 
really hard over the sum-
mer and I was able to use 
our gym and our football 
field to get into really good 
shape. I wasn’t surprised 
to start on the second 
string, which wasn’t a 
surprise because I didn’t 
do spring practices, but I 
was able to work hard and 
be consistent and show 
that I can be a contribu-
tor at the highest level. I 
earned a starting spot in 
camp pretty quickly and I 
was able to keep my play 
up and really grow as a 
leader.”

Hart’s fifth season was 
a career best in several 
statistical categories. The 
Rochelle Township High 
School alum recorded a 
career-high 22 solo tackles 
along with 2.5 tackles for 
loss, 0.5 sacks and three 
passes defensed, all of 
which were career bests. 
The 6-foot, 288-pounder 
totaled a season-best six 
tackles during North Cen-

tral College’s 59-6 win 
over Elmhurst College 
on Sept. 23 as well as the 
team’s 49-3 win against 
Washington University- 
St. Louis on Oct. 21.

“We had a lot of guys 
leave last year and a few 
other guys, including 
myself, were able to start 
for the first time and really 
take charge,” Hart said. “I 
was in the best shape of 
my life and I was able to 
play full football games 
and get through full prac-
tices without having to be 
rotated a lot. My ability to 
get through tough games 
was important because 
this was the most playing 
time I ever had. I really 
grew mentally, particular-
ly from playing in fourth 
quarters and finding ways 
to get the job done. Having 
that role for the first time 
was an adjustment, so my 
biggest step forward was 
being able to step up and 
perform in an elevated role 
that I hadn’t had before.”

The Cardinals domi-
nated the CCIW Confer-
ence once again, winning 
the conference title for the 

third consecutive season. 
North Central cruised 
through the postseason 
as well, eliminating three 
top-5 ranked programs 
including Trinity Univer-
sity, Wisconsin-La Crosse 
and Wartburg College. 
The Cardinals carried a 
14-0 record into the 2023 
NCAA Division III Na-
tional Championship in 
Salem, Virginia, where 
they fell just short in a 38-
37 loss against Cortland.

“This was definitely 
the most fun I ever had,” 
Hart said. “I’ll always re-
member going 14-1, win-
ning the CCIW again and 
playing against Wheaton 
College, our rival. I had 
never played in that game 
before to that magnitude 
and it was one of the most 
surreal experiences of my 
life. That game was a war 
from start to finish and I 
had to dig pretty deep to 
get through that game, but 
the feeling was unmatched 
when we won. We played 
three top teams in a row 
before we got to the na-
tional championship. This 
season showed that North 

Central can still compete, 
even though we lost a lot 
of guys to graduation, and 
we can continue to prove 
doubters wrong.”

Hart concludes his 
five-year playing career 
at North Central with 54 
total tackles in 37 games 
played. The RTHS alum, 
who earned Academic 
All-CCIW honors after 
both the 2022 and 2023 
seasons, completed his 
bachelor’s degree in sport 
management last spring 
and is currently studying 
for his master’s degree 
in business administra-
tion. Hart said he hopes 
to pursue a career in 
professional sports after 
completing his two-year 
master’s degree program.

“Five years is a long 
time and I feel like a dif-
ferent person from who I 

was as a freshman on the 
scout team,” Hart said. 
“It’s hard to take all of that 
in during the moment, but 
it’s surreal looking back 
and knowing that I was 
a part of four national 
appearances in a row and 
three conference champi-
onships. I witnessed North 
Central get to the top of 
Division III and I feel 
like these last five years 
gave me the opportunity 
to grow as a person… I’m 
blessed to have earned my 
degree and to have been a 
part of such a successful 
program where I met my 
best friends.”

The Cardinals lost only 
three games in Hart’s five 
seasons with the team. His 
impact on and off the field 
can be traced back to his 
days as a starting offensive 
and defensive lineman at 

RTHS, where he earned 
All-Conference honors 
and helped lead the Hubs 
to the playoffs as a senior.

“Playing football is 
about working hard and 
when I came into Rochelle 
as a freshman, I had to 
work really hard to earn 
a starting role as a junior 
and contribute both ways 
as a senior,” Hart said. 
“I never felt that I was 
extremely athletic or ex-
tremely talented and I had 
to work really hard to gain 
my success. That prepared 
me for college because I 
had to work really hard 
and it took me five years 
to become a starter. I 
never flinched and I gave 
everything I had. I have no 
regrets about my football 
career in high school or 
college and I gave the 
game everything I had.”

HART: RTHS alum leads North Central to Division III title game
“I never flinched and I gave everything I had. 
I have no regrets about my football career in 
high school or college and I gave the game 
everything I had.”

James Hart
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SPORTS
RTHS Girls Basketball

Lady Hubs earn RTHS and Interstate 8 awards
The Rochelle Lady Hub basketball team held its awards banquet on Monday 

evening. Ten student-athletes including Kennedy Adamski, Erin Murphy, Kylie 
Smith (Honorable Mention), Jaydin Dickey, Sydney Tabor, Megan Seebach 

(Honorable Mention), Abby Metzger, Kara Martinez (Honorable Mention), Emma 
Kennay and Alivia Henkel earned Academic All-Conference honors from the 

Interstate 8 (above). Sydney Tabor was the Defensive Award winner, while Megan 
Seebach won the Coach’s Award, Loretta Atkinson won the Most Improved Player 
Award and Alivia Henkel won both the Toughness Award and the Most Valuable 

Player Award (bottom left). Kara Martinez (Honorable Mention) and Alivia Henkel 
each earned All-Conference honors (bottom right).

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
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St. Paul Lutheran School (COURTESY PHOTO)

St. Paul Crusader fifth and sixth-grade boys basketball team takes home St. Paul Tournament title
The St. Paul Lutheran School fifth and sixth-grade boys basketball team won the St. Paul Tournament over the weekend, finishing 3-0 over three games. The team 
defeated Aurora St. Paul 32-9 before beating Batavia Immanuel 29-14 and Dundee Immanuel 40-24 to clinch the tournament championship. Pictured above from 
left to right are Caden Hatfield, Noah Hayden, Jimmy Chadwick, Riley Heal, Jack Olson, Ivan Olson (front row), Owen Smardo, Noah Osborne, Reed Rowley, Charlie 

Chadwick, Jackson Hartnett, Ty Vongsiri, Austin Sarver and Gavin Smith (back row). The team is coached by Ryan Haedt and Craig Reineck.

SPORTS

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

Gutters, Roofing & Siding

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a Need to get the word out about a 

product or service you offer? product or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 
We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Concrete

• Residential &  
Commercial Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE  
ESTIMATES!

Plumbing, Heating 
& Cooling

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976

Li
c#

 0
55

-0
13

99
9

Precision Furnace 
Clean & Check

$85.00
Includes FREE carbon 

monoxide test

24/7 Emergency 
Service

Lawn Care

In Business Since 1999
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

Call Jeremy Furman at 815-761-9619
Please leave message and I will return your call ASAP

Furman’s Lawn Care
SPRING 

CLEAN-UP! • Weekly Mowing• Weekly Mowing
• Bush Tr Bush Trimming & Removal

• Gutter Cleaning
• Much More!

Roofing Services
COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL FLAT AND 

LOW-SLOPE ROOFING CONTRACTOR

407 Industrial Dr., DeKalb, IL • pinkston-tadd.com

Call for FREE Estimate!
815-756-9700

• Free Roof Inspections, Surveys & Estimates
• 24 Hour Emergency Service
• Tear-Offs, Re-Roofs, Maintenance, Repairs, 

Gutters/Downspouts & Drains, Roof Snow/
Ice Removal

danr@ptroofs.com  |  Phone 815-756-9700

Certified in TPO, EPDM, and PVC

DeKalb County Swim Team

Rochelle swimmers advance to district and state championships
ROCHELLE — Five 

talented swimmers from 
Rochelle have achieved an 
impressive feat by qualify-
ing for the district and state 
championships through 
the DeKalb County Swim 
Team. 

Sydney Burke (District 
and State 2024 Qualifier 
for 50 yard fly 34:17, 100 
yard freestyle 1:06.25, 200 
yard freestyle 2:28.27, and 
500 yard freestyle 6:50.60), 
Taylor Burke (District and 
State 2024 Qualifier for 50 
yard breast 47:44 and 200 
yard IM 3:26.89), Clara 
Lofthouse (District and State 
2024 Qualifier for 500 yard 
freestyle 6:52), Josie Slat-
tengren (District and State 
2024 Qualifier for 500 yard 
freestyle 6:12 and 1650 yard 
21:52) and Grace Williams 
(District 2024 Qualifier for 
200 yard freestyle 2:58.06) 
have demonstrated their 

exceptional skill and dedica-
tion in the pool. 

These young, girl athletes 
(ages 10-13 years) have 
worked tirelessly to earn 
their spots in the upcom-
ing championships. Their 
commitment to training and 
their passion for swimming 
have propelled them to this 
remarkable achievement. 

The love of water and 
competition sparked through 
the Rochelle Community 
Park District, Rochelle Rays 
Swim Team years ago. It 
was through this organi-
zation that the girls were 
able to discover their true 
potential in the water. The 
hunger for competition led 
them to continue their love 
for swimming through all 
four seasons at the DeKalb 
County Swim Team. 

The Rochelle community 
is proud to have such talented 
swimmers representing their 

town. Sydney, with her 
remarkable technique and 
determination, has proven 
herself as a force to be reck-
oned with in the swimming 
world. Taylor’s relentless 
pursuit of excellence has 
paid off, securing her a spot 
in the championships. 

Clara’s exceptional speed 
and agility have earned 
her a well-deserved place 
among the qualifiers. Josie’s 
impressive endurance and 
strong work ethic have led 
her to this momentous ac-
complishment. And Grace’s 
smooth, graceful strokes and 
unwavering focus have set 
her apart from the competi-
tion. 

The district (March 1-3) 
and state (March 8-10) 
championships will be a 
true test of these swimmers’ 
abilities and will provide 
them with an opportunity 
to showcase their talent on 

(PHOTO BY LIFEWORKS PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO)

Sydney Burke, Taylor Burke, Clara Lofthouse, Josie Slattengren and Grace 
Williams have achieved an impressive feat by qualifying for the district and state 
championships through the DeKalb County Swim Team. 

a larger stage. The entire 
Rochelle community will be 
cheering them on as they rep-
resent their town with pride. 

We wish Sydney, Taylor, 
Clara, Josie, and Grace the 
best of luck in the upcoming 
weeks. May they continue 

to make their community 
proud and achieve great 
success in their swimming 
careers



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 2 • PAGE 5SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 2024

MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)
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BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 
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NOTICE
SECTION 00 11 13 
ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR BIDS 
CITY OF ROCHELLE 

ROCHELLE, IL 
WELL NO. 8 WATER 

TREATMENT  
FACILITY 

General Notice 
City of Rochelle (Own-
er) is requesting Bids for 
the construction of the 
following Project:

WELL NO. 8 WATER 
TREATMENT  

FACILITY 
22-263

Bids for the construc-
tion of the Project will 
be received at the office 
of City Clerk, City of Ro-
chelle, located at 420 N. 
Sixth Street, Rochelle, 
IL 61068, until March 
14, 2024, at 3:00 p.m. 
local time. At that time 
the Bids received will 
be publicly opened and 
read. 
The Project includes the 
following Work:
This project will in-
clude the construc-
tion of a new chem-
ical treatment and 
filtration building. The 
treatment will include 
a horizontal pressure 
filter, pre and post 
chlorination, fluoride, 
and polyphosphate 
equipment. The pro-
posed building will 
also have dedicated 
space for future Hy-
drous Manganese Ox-
ide treatment equip-
ment. [insert project 
description]
Obtaining the Bidding 
Documents 
Information and Bidding 
Documents for the Proj-
ect can be found at the 
following designated 
website:
www.fehrgraham.com
Upon accessing the 
website, Bidders will see 
a drop down titled Con-
nect. Select, “Obtain 
Bidding Documents” in 
that drop down.  Clicking 
this link will take Bidders 
directly to the Quest 
Network Service and will 
display all projects avail-
able for bid through Fehr 
Graham.  On this page, 
projects ads will be list-
ed in the left-hand col-
umn with project num-
bers assigned by Quest 
displayed.  Potential 
Bidders can enter the 
Quest project number 
8596938 in the field pro-
vided to view the full ad 
for the City of Rochelle 
WELL NO. 8 WATER 
TREATMENT FACILITY 
project and download 
a complete set of bid-
ding documents from 
this page for a non-re-
fundable fee of $25.00.  
Please contact Quest-
CDN.com at (952) 233-
1632 or info@questcdn.
com for assistance in 
free membership reg-
istration, downloading, 
and working with this 
digital project informa-
tion. 
The designated website 
will be updated periodi-
cally with addenda, lists 
of registered plan hold-
ers, reports, and other 
information relevant 
to submitting a Bid for 
the Project. All official 
notifications, addenda, 
and other Bidding Doc-
uments will be offered 
only through the desig-
nated website. Neither 
Owner nor Engineer 
will be responsible for 
Bidding Documents, in-
cluding addenda, if any, 
obtained from sources 
other than the designat-
ed website. 
Pre-bid Conference 
A pre-bid conference 
for the Project will be 
held on February 20, 
2024, at 10:00 a.m. at 
City of Rochelle, 420 N. 
Sixth Street, Rochelle, 
IL 61068. Attendance at 
the pre-bid conference 
is encouraged but not 
required. 
Instructions to Bid-
ders
For all further require-
ments regarding bid 
submittal, qualifications, 
procedures, and con-

tract award, refer to the 
Instructions to Bidders 
that are included in the 
Bidding Documents.
Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency In-
structions
“Any contract or con-
tracts awarded under 
this invitation for bids 
are expected to be fund-
ed in part by a loan from 
the Illinois Environmen-
tal Protection Agency 
(Illinois EPA). Niether 
the State of Illinois nor 
any of its departments, 
agencies or employees 
is or will be a party to 
this invitation for bids or 
any resulting contract. 
The procurement will 
be subject to regula-
tions contained in the 
Procedures for issuing 
Loans from the Public 
Water Supply Loan Pro-
gram (35IAC Part 662), 
the Davis-Bacon Act 
(40 USC 276a through 
276a-5) as defined by 
the United States De-
partment of Labor, the 
Employment of Illinois 
Workers on Public 
Works Act (30 ILCS 
570), Illinois Works 
Jobs Program Act (30 
ILCS 559/20-1), and the 
federal “Build America, 
Buy America Act” re-
quirements contained 
in the Infrastructure In-
vestment and Jobs Act, 
Pub. L. No. 117-58. The 
“Use of American Iron 
and Steel” requirements 
as contained in Section 
436 of H.R. 3547, The 
Consolidated Appropri-
ations Act, 2014.
This procurement is 
also subject to the loan 
recipient’s policy regard-
ing the increased use of 
disadvantaged business 
enterprises. The loan re-
cipient’s policy requires 
all bidders to undertake 
specified affirmative 
efforts at least sixteen 
(16) days prior to bid 
opening. The policy is 
contained in the specifi-
tations. Bidders are also 
required to comply with 
the President’s Execu-
tive Order No. 11246, as 
amended. The require-
ments for bidders and 
contractors under this 
order are explained in 
41 CFR 60-4.”
This Advertisement is 
issued by:
Owner: City of Rochelle
By: Adam Lanning
Title: Water & Water 
Reclamation Superin-
tendent
Date: December 13, 
2023
No. 0133
(Jan. 28, 2024 and 
March 3, 2024)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone can’t 
ask you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For 
more information, call 
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 

fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.” 

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn Care 
and Tree Work. Mowing, 
bushes, spring clean 
up, weeding and much 
more. Call Jeremy 
Furman 815-761-
9619. Please leave a 
message will return call 
ASAP. Fully insured, in 
business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any parent 
or guardian to verify the 
validity of the license of 
any facility before placing 
a child in its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.

517 517 
WANTED TO RENTWANTED TO RENT

Senior, Widowed, Male
1-2 BR Apartment. 
Oregon or Mt. Morris. 
Non-Smoker. No Pets. 
Call 815-275-6239 
(RNL03032024)

FARMLAND
436 Acres - 5 Tracts; 10 miles 
SW of Rockford or 2 miles N 

of Byron in Ogle Co., IL  
AUCTION - March 12  
Productive Farmland  
The Loranda Group  

800-716-8189 or loranda.com

COMMERCIAL ROOFING TECHNICIANS

• Must be a self-starter, reliable & punctual.
• Have a valid driver’s license with good driving record.
• Pass a drug test and a background check.
• Occasional overnight travel will be required.
• Basic Computer skills.
• Experience in the installation of TPO, PVC & EPDM a must.
• Experience in modifi ed bitumen, hot asphalt & metal 
   roofi ng a plus.
• Must be able to repair roof leaks on fl at roofs.
• Compensation commensurate with experience.

407 Industrial Drive, DeKalb IL  |  danr@ptroofs.com
Phone 815-756-9700  |  Pinkston-tadd.com

HELP WANTED

COMMERCIAL ROOFING TECHNICIANS WANTED

COMMERCIAL ROOFING TECHNICIANS WANTED
03

03
20

24

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-262-3900

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

04092023

403 403 
FARMS AND FARMLANDFARMS AND FARMLAND
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Hackman • Tonia Holland

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson 
                Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

                  815-562-8787        www.jeffperrychevrolet.com

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S

F2
01

7

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
F2
02
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

2023
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF

Pizza • Pastas 
Sandwiches • Salads and Lots More!

                  • Best Pizza • Pasta  
• Italian Restaurant  

• Appetizer/small plate  
  • Family Restaurant • Local Business

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2020

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2021

SINCE 1967

815.562.7300 
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up

1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL • vincespizzainrochelle.com

Ordering Online is 
easy when you use 

our QR Code!
We are Proud to Support 

the Rochelle Hubs!

H
U

BS
F

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

The Trusted Trucking Company of Many Local Distributors and Manufacturers.

 We Aim for On Time, Every Time!

Small or Big Construction Jobs, We Do Them All!

Queens Trucking & Construction Inc
322 Errett Road, Rochelle
815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

We were Voted Mid-West Truckers  
Association , Inc. Northern Region 

Trucking Company of the year 2022

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Andrew Eyster shows off his first-place medal from the IKWF Byron Regional on 
Sunday. Eyster was one of six champions from the Rochelle Wrestling Club and one of 
13 individuals who advanced to the IKWF Rochelle Sectional.

Junior Hubs battle at 
IKWF Byron Regional

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

BYRON — The Rochelle Wrestling Club 
battled in the IKWF North Regional at Byron 
High School on Sunday, with six individu-
als bringing home division titles during the 
tournament. Thirteen individuals advanced 
to the IKWF North Sectional at Rochelle on 
Saturday, March 2.

Ty Johnson finished first in the Tots 40-42 
Division with a 2-0 record. Johnson scored 
back-to-back falls over Belvidere’s Tanner 
Brockman and Rockford’s Henry Flodin 
to claim the division crown. Nehemiah 
Andronic finished first in the Bantam 70 
Division with a 3-0 record, earning a fall 
over Hononegah’s Emmett Ripotella before 
notching a 15-0 technical fall over Dakota’s 
Brody Miller and a 4-2 decision over Belvi-
dere’s Jackson Moreno in the finals. 

Teddy Millard finished first in the Nov-
ice 74 Division with a 2-0 record, securing 
consecutive falls over Hononegah’s Owen 
Lovejoy and Alber Athletics wrestler Jacob 
Wagner. Benjamin Morris finished first in 
the Novice 154 Division with a 2-0 record, 
locking down back-to-back falls over North 
Boone’s Adrian Galarza and Harvard’s Colton 
Moreno. Andrew Eyster finished first in the 
Senior 154 Division with a 2-0 record, scor-
ing a 9-6 decision over Stockton’s Chance 
VenHuizen and a fall over Xtreme Wrestling 

Club’s Riley Boyer. AJ Milan won the Senior 
103 Division.

Amos Andronic took second in the Tots 
32-38 Division with a 1-1 record, notching 
a 13-4 major decision over Stillman Valley’s 
Soiyr Gorsegner. Wells Millard took second 
in the Bantam 55 Division with a 2-1 record, 
earning a fall over Hawk Wrestling’s Weston 
Smith and a 12-0 major decision over Bel-
videre’s Knox Ferry. Elias Andronic took 
second in the Bantam 58 Division with a 2-1 
record, scoring a 13-3 major decision over 
Hononegah’s Huxlee Kudlacik and a fall over 
Stillman Valley Wrestling Club’s Braunson 
Cuchiara-Bunk during the semifinal round.

Dominic Escatel placed third in the Inter-
mediate 84 Division with a 3-1 record, receiv-
ing a forfeit from Stillman Valley’s Hunter 
Jarrett before earning a fall over Harvard’s 
Samuel Brehm and a 12-0 major decision 
over DuPec’s Owen Hoffman. Zander Griner 
placed third in the Senior 165 Division and 
Jaxyn Manna finished fourth in the Tots 42-
44 Division. Colt Hensley finished fourth in 
the Intermediate 122 Division and Joshua 
Hernandez finished fourth in the Novice 
100 Division with a 2-2 record, defeating 
Rochelle’s Landon Leigh by fall and receiv-
ing a forfeit.

Eoghan Good took sixth in the Bantam 49 
Division. Rounding out the Rochelle lineup in 
the regional tournament were Cheyanne Mc-
Bride, Landon Leigh and Freddie McBride.

(COURTESY PHOTO)


