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ROCHELLE — At 
its meeting Monday, the 
Rochelle City Council 
unanimously approved 
a resolution establishing 
water reclamation rates 
for Rochelle Municipal 
Utilities that will take 
effect Aug. 1.

RMU’s rate structure 
had not changed since 
Aug. 1, 2021. The city 
recently had a rate analysis 
conducted based on its 
expenses, revenues, out-
standing debt and future 
infrastructure investments 
over the next five years. 
The rate study resulted in 
an average rate increase 
per year over the next five 
years of 2.86 percent for 
residential, two percent 
for industrial, and three 
percent for Creston/Hill-
crest customers. The rate 
increase will run through 
2028 and will “ensure con-
tinued investment” in the 
city wastewater system.

Since 2015, the city 
has made “significant” 
improvements to its water 
reclamation collection 
and treatment system 
including constructing or 
lining over five miles of 
sanitary sewer, hundreds 
of manholes and upgrad-

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Fire Department 
saw another record in total 
emergency call numbers 
in 2023. Firefighter/para-
medics responded to 2,674 
EMS calls and 455 fire 
calls for a total of 3,129. 

In 2022, Rochelle Fire 
reached the 3,000-call 
mark for the first time in 
its history, going on 3,028 
total calls including 2,613 
ambulance calls and 415 
fire calls. Both of those 
metrics increased from 
2021, with 2,207 EMS 
calls and 316 fire calls seen 
that year. The department 
has seen calls rise for the 
past 20 years with the ex-
ception of one year, when 
it stopped doing transfers 
for Rochelle Community 
Hospital. 

See FIRE page 2

Water reclamation rate resolution passes
Enterprise zone expansion approved at City Council meeting

At its meeting Monday, the Rochelle City Council unanimously approved a 
resolution establishing water reclamation rates for Rochelle Municipal Utilities 
that will take effect Aug. 1.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

ing approximately half 
of the wastewater treat-
ment plant to meet future 
regulations. This May, 
phase two of upgrades at 
the wastewater treatment 
plant will begin, and that 
is a $10.7 million project 
with $3.5 million principal 
forgiveness on the loan. 

“The goal is to keep 
the rates at a sustainable 
level to ensure water treat-
ment is reliable,” RMU 
Superintendent of Water/
Water Reclamation Adam 
Lanning said. “We always 

compare our rates to sur-
rounding communities to 
make sure we’re compet-
itive. And the goal is to 
avoid artificially-low rates 
that will burden future 
generations when we’d 
see massive infrastructure 
needs and rate increases to 
pay for them.”

The new rate structure 
also changed summer 
sewer saver rates to in-
clude April and May, but 
deleted October to cover 
when customers are filling 
pools. The city did not 

previously have a policy 
on pool filling prior to the 
new rate structure.

Enterprise 
zone

The council unan-
imously approved an 
amendment to its Lee-
Ogle Enterprise Zone 
membership ordinance 
that will see the LOEZ ex-
panded, especially around 
Rochelle.

See CITY page 3

RFD sees 
another 
call record

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Monday, Jason Harper, 
superintendent of both Ro-
chelle school districts, made 
an informational presenta-
tion to the community on 
the county school facilities 
sales tax referendum item 
that will be appearing on 
the March 19 election ballot.

About a dozen people 
attended the meeting at 
Lincoln School. The pre-
sentation was given later 
that evening in Spanish as 
well. It covered the basics 
of the county school facil-
ities sales tax, answers to 
frequently-asked questions, 
and a question and answer 
session was held.

A law passed in 2007 
to allow for a county-wide 
sales tax in Illinois to ben-
efit schools for expenses 
including facilities, security, 
mental health services and 
school resource officers. 
The sales tax must pass in 
a county by referendum 
during an election. That 
has not taken place in Ogle 
County, and the measure 
failed on the ballot locally 

Rochelle schools hold informational meeting 
on county schools facilities sales tax ballot item
Potential 1-percent sales tax: ‘Ultimately this is a direct democracy question’

back in 2013. There are 57 
counties in Illinois that have 
the county schools facilities 
sales tax.

The referendum would 

have to pass on the ballot 
county-wide. The sales tax 
would be an increase of 
one percent. Ogle County 
currently has a seven per-

cent sales tax, and after the 
potential increase, it would 
be eight percent. 

The additional sales tax 
would apply to items that 

are already taxed, with the 
exception of vehicles and 
unprepared food. 

See TAX page 11

On Monday, Jason Harper, superintendent of both Rochelle school districts, made an informational 
presentation to the community on the county school facilities sales tax referendum item that will be 
appearing on the March 19 election ballot.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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“It’s not a huge spike, 
but we haven’t seen huge 
spikes,” RFD Chief Dave 
Sawlsville said. “It just 
creeps up every year. That’s 
what was monumental 
in 2022, as we broke the 
3,000 mark. Which had 
never happened before. We 
were curious to see if it was 
going to be a spike and go 
back down or if it was just 
going to keep rising. I know 
people were wondering if 
this was a pandemic spike 
in recent years, but it’s 
not showing that. It’s the 
normal growth that it does 
every year. For a while, 
fire calls were on their way 
down, but they’re on their 
way up again too.”

Sawlsville said he’s 
unsure why fire calls rose 
last year, but said it could 
be due to people cooking 
at home more versus going 
out to eat. The number-one 
cause of residential fires is 
cooking. The RFD chief 
said EMS vs. fire calls usu-
ally are at about an 80-20 
split proportionally. 

As far as EMS calls 
rising, Sawlsville attributed 
that to less access to care 
for those that are ill in the 
community with immedi-
ate physician appointments 
being harder to schedule. 
Emergency room numbers 
have risen along with EMS 
call numbers, he said. 

“I think it’s just a culture 
that’s developed,” Sawls-
ville said, “Back in the 
1970s and 1980s, people 
had family doctors that 
were available to them 24 
hours a day seven days a 
week. Now it’s tough to 
even get an appointment 
with your primary care 
provider in a short time 
frame. For urgent stuff 
like fevers and cuts, now 
it’s just the culture. They 

show up in the emergency 
room. Some people aren’t 
comfortable driving or able 
to. If you don’t have access 
to primary healthcare, 
the ER becomes primary 
healthcare. It’s a nation-
wide trend that isn’t going 
to change anytime soon. I 
anticipate the numbers will 
continue to rise. There’s 
plenty of healthcare need, 
but not enough staffing. If 
you talk to police officers, 
firefighters or emergency 
room personnel, staffing 
is always the number-one 
challenge.”

RFD got some rein-
forcements this past year 
to deal with rising call 
numbers. The Rochelle 
City Council approved 
a new contract with the 
firefighters’ union to hire 
six more firefighter/para-
medics by 2026, and three 
have been hired already. 
RFD’s staffing each shift 
has moved to five from four 
and will move from five 
to six when the additional 
three firefighter/paramed-
ics are hired.

Along with higher call 
numbers and overlapping 
calls bringing about the ex-
pansion, fire departments 
locally and nationwide 
have seen shortages of 
paid on-call and volunteer 
fighters in recent years, 
which RFD relies on to 
aid with overlapping calls 
and fires. Sawlsville said 
he feels more comfortable 
when seeing large call 
numbers since the staffing 
expansion. 

“Our ability to get the 
second and third ambulanc-
es out the door kept us up 
at night,” Sawlsville said. 
“This year we went from 
four to five. Now we can 
get that second ambulance 
out on a very timely basis. 
Now when we get a fire call 
we have enough staffing 

FIRE: Chief Sawlsville reflects on number of calls received in 2023

to take the fire engine and 
ambulance in case there’s 
an ambulance call during 
the fire. And it lends itself 
better to simultaneous 
ambulance calls and we 
can improve our response 
times. But sometimes we 
get three calls at the same 
time, so we still have to call 
out for help. But we’re in 
a much better place. It’s 
going well and I’m happy 
with it.”

Sawlsville said that be-
fore the most recent staffing 
expansion, RFD was “a 
little behind the curve” with 
addressing staffing to deal 
with larger call numbers. 
He believes the planned 
expansion to six and a 
dedicated group of paid on-
call firefighter/paramedics 
will have the department 
“in good shape” for years 
to come.

RFD also has a part-
nership with the Ogle-Lee 

Fire Protection District and 
its stations of Hillcrest, 
Flagg Center, Steward 
and Creston, which also 
helps to supplement its 
response. RFD automati-
cally responds to calls in 
those town areas along with 
personnel from their local 
stations and the OLFPD 
provides automatic aid to 
RFD for larger incidents 
like fires. 

“Our partnership with 
Ogle-Lee helps out greatly 
with dealing with larger 
call numbers,” Sawlsville 
said. “It recently showed 
itself again. We had an 
abandoned house fire in 
Creston. We weren’t real 
aggressive because it was 
abandoned, it was the 
middle of the night and 
cold. We still had three 
engines and all the staffing 
we could’ve hoped for. 
That partnership is unique. 
There aren’t very many 

towns of 9,000 people that 
can get four engines at a 
structure fire in 10 minutes. 
And we’re on the same ra-
dio frequency and we train 
together.”

In the coming weeks, 
RFD will finish its dorm 
remodel that will provide 
more privacy for firefight-
ers and the addition of 
two showers. The change 
was brought about by 
RFD having more female 
firefighters than it ever has 
and studies showing that 
showering after a fire is an 
important part of firefight-
ers’ health after exposure to 
toxins in smoke that can be 
absorbed through the skin.

Sawlsville said he also 
expects the delivery of a 
new ambulance in 2024, 
which will replace one of 
the department’s ambu-
lances that is a 2000 model 
and has seen issues with 
parts availability. In 2023, 

RFD and the OLFPD cut 
the ribbon on their new fire 
training facility, which has 
saved time with training. 

Increased staffing has 
allowed RFD to rotate its 
crews to prevent burnout.

“Everybody doesn’t 
have to go on every single 
call,” Sawlsville said. “And 
it allows folks to get back 
to what they were hired for. 
When staffing is tight, you 
have to wear a lot of hats 
and ask people to do things 
they weren’t necessarily 
hired for. And they stepped 
up. We’ve been very suc-
cessful at getting grants. 
Our grant writer had to be 
a frontline firefighter. And 
he was happy to do it. With 
increased staffing, we can 
have frontline firefighters 
get back to doing frontline 
firefighter work and the 
things they were hired for 
and came here to do. That’s 
been a big relief too.”

The Rochelle Fire Department saw another record in total emergency call numbers in 2023. Firefighter/
paramedics responded to 2,674 EMS calls and 455 fire calls for a total of 3,129. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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“Improving Your Family’s Health
& Wellness With Chiropratic Care”

Dr. Chad Piller
ROCHELLE CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC

Your Spine...
The Backbone of

Good Health

227 East Rte. 38, Rochelle • 815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com

• Neck, Shoulder & Arm Pain • Joint Pain
• Lower Back, Hip & Leg Pain • Headaches
• Tingling or Numbness • Dizziness
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From page 1

The enterprise zone 
provides incentives for 
development projects in 
Lee and Ogle counties, 
primarily for construction 
and real estate improve-
ments for businesses. 
Incentives include real 
estate tax abatement and 
building materials sales 
tax exemption for con-
struction within the enter-
prise zone. Amendments 
to the enterprise zone must 
be approved by governing 
bodies with property in it. 

Through state legisla-
tion last year, enterprise 
zones were permitted to 
add 3,000 acres. 

T h e  a m e n d m e n t 
identifies industrial and 
large-scale development 
parcels in and around 
Rochelle and Dixon. Ad-
ditionally, several smaller 
commercial areas have 
been identified with the 
assistance of county as-
sessors including sev-
eral commercial-scale 
apartments, those larger 
than a duplex and built as 
apartments. The LOEZ’s 
leadership hopes that will 
incentivize landlords to 
enhance living conditions 
for renters.

The amendment will 
net 1,376 acres in Ro-
chelle, 707 in Dixon, 31 in 
Mt. Morris, 15 in Amboy 
15, seven in Oregon, one 
in Franklin Grove, and 
one in Ashton for a total 
of 2,140 added. Prior to 
the amendment, the Lee-
Ogle Enterprise Zone had 
3,656 acres of unallocat-
ed space available to it. 
Upon the amendment’s 
anticipated approval by 
the state, 1,517 acres 
will remain available for 
future additions to the 
zone for future economic 

CITY: Council approves resolution opposing state senate bill

development projects.
Mayor John Bearrows 

serves as chair of the 
LOEZ board and said the 
expansion has been in the 
works for several months.

“It’s an expansion to 
increase industrial bene-
fits to draw people to our 
communities,” Bearrows 
said. “With all the nega-
tives there are about Illi-
nois and doing business, 
this is one of the things 
we can have in these lo-
cations that other people 
aren’t going to have.”

LOEZ Administrator 
Andy Shaw said the city’s 

current enterprise zone 
areas have been fruitful.

“Rochelle has been 
doing good work with 
the amount of zone that 
was given to it in 2017,” 
Shaw said. “Certainly it 
makes sense that this is 
where some more would 
go. Because there’s been 
a lot of success here.”

City of Rochelle Eco-
nomic Development Di-
rector Jason Anderson 
said the new areas have 
been strategically chosen 
for potential future devel-
opment based on where 
RMU infrastructure is.

SB 2881
The council unani-

mously approved a resolu-
tion opposing State Senate 
Bill 2881, which would 
alter how municipalities 
like the City of Rochelle 
annex and regulate unin-
corporated property.

Non-home rule munic-
ipalities like Rochelle can 
currently only exercise 
powers explicitly granted 
by law, however, the Il-
linois General Assembly 
has granted broad au-
thority to municipalities 
to pass ordinances and 
regulations to carry out 

their powers.
SB 2881 would require 

any land subject to an an-
nexation agreement to be 
contiguous to a municipal 
boundary. That would 
eliminate the city’s current 
ability to regulate proper-
ties within its 1.5-mile ex-
traterritorial jurisdiction 
and reduce its ability to 
annex property and deal 
with certain local land use 
ordinances, contributions 
of land or money and 
property tax abatements. 
The city believes SB 2881 
would harm all municipal-
ities and hinder economic 

development in the state.
“What we really don’t 

want is the state getting 
involved in our land-use 
subjects,” City Manager 
Jeff Fiegenschuh said. 
“That’s what people elect 
our city council for, to 
make those decisions.”

March 5
Bearrows said during 

the meeting that he and 
Fiegenschuh will host 
their annual State of the 
Community address on 
Tuesday March 5 at 2 p.m., 
both at City Hall and live 
on Facebook.

The council unanimously approved a resolution opposing State Senate Bill 2881, which would alter how municipalities like the City of 
Rochelle annex and regulate unincorporated property. Non-home rule municipalities like Rochelle can currently only exercise powers 
explicitly granted by law, however, the Illinois General Assembly has granted broad authority to municipalities to pass ordinances and 
regulations to carry out their powers.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level

Reduce appetite 

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?
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NORTH HAVER-
HILL, N.H. – Rebecca 
“Becky” Barry, 80, of North 
Haverhill, NH passed away 
at Cottage Hospital in 
Woodsville on February 22, 
2024.   Becky was born in 
Rochelle, IL to Floyd and 
Betty Barnes.  She was a 
1961 graduate of Rochelle 
Township High School. 
She attended Hamline Uni-
versity & National Teachers 
College.  

She is survived by her 
husband of 40 years, Charles 
of North Haverhill; sister Sue 
Engebretson of Rockford, 
IL; stepdaughter Amy Perry 
(Paul) of West Newbury, 
VT; stepson Robert Barry 
(Sandy) of Bow, NH; two 
granddaughters Katie Barry 
Zhu (Jesse) of Durham, NC, 
and Suzie Barry Lofgren 
(John) of Pensacola, FL; a 
niece Becca Engebretson, 
and several great-nieces.  
Becky taught at a one-
room school in Alexandria, 
NH, then worked as the 
Hunter Education Coordi-
nator for the NH Fish and 
Game Department.  After 

her retirement, she worked 
as a Court Security Offi-
cer for the Grafton Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department. 
Inspired by time spent at 
the family cabin on Lake 
Waubesa, in Wisconsin, 
Becky developed an ad-
venturous spirit and a great 
love for the outdoors.   For 
many years she, along with 
sister Sue and the “Maries” 
would gather in Ely, MN, 
for a canoeing trip in The 
Boundary Waters.  These 
adventures provided material 
for “The Voyageurettes” a 
book written by Becky and 
her sister Sue. Becky also 
helped Charlie write his 
memoir “Behind Badge 32”. 
She and Charlie made over a 
dozen trips to the Canadian 
Rockies, and she enjoyed 
annual winter vacations to Si-
esta Key, FL. She had a great 
fondness for her English 
Springer Spaniels, Thatcher 
and Maggie. Becky devel-
oped a love for knitting in her 
later years. She always had a 
ready supply of hats for any-
one who needed one.  She 
and Charlie enjoyed rides 

throughout northern NH 
and VT looking for wildlife.   
Rebecca and Charlie made 
arrangements to be cremated, 
and half of their ashes will 
be laid to rest in Rochelle 
at Lawnridge Cemetery in 
Rochelle, and half will be 
laid to rest in New Hamp-
shire. A graveside service 
will be held at the Elmwood 
Cemetery, in Franconia, NH, 
on Friday, June 7, 2024, at 1 
PM. A Rochelle service will 
be held by the family at an 
undetermined date. 

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial donations may be 
made to: Barry Conservation 
Camp, % Wildlife Heritage 
Foundation of NH, 54 Ports-
mouth Street, Concord, NH 
03301.

ROCHELLE — Ste-
vie Dodillet, 33, of Ro-
chelle IL passed away 
Sunday January 28th 
2024. She was born 
December 22nd 1990 in 
Dixon at KSB Hospital. 

The daughter of Renee 
Stover  (Richard Stover) 
and Terry Dodillet (Te-
resa Dodillet). Stevie 
attended Ashton Frank-
lin Center Highschool. 
Stevie is survived by 

three children Landin, 
Noah, and Lucas. Sibling 
Clarissa Dodillet. Grand-
parents John Stover of 
Ashton great grand-
mother Arlene Davis of 
Rochelle Barbra Mueller 
of Rochelle and Clyde 
and Deborah Chrisco of 
Gosnell AR. 

A celebration of life 
will be held at 10 AM 
Saturday March 9th at 
First General Baptist 

Church at 500 S 12th St, 
Rochelle IL with Pastor 
Angelo Bonacquisti.

STEWARD — Elaine 
Mae (Hackman) Jacox, 97, 
of Steward, passed away 
Sunday, Feb. 25, 2024, at 
Stonecroft Village in Men-
dota. She was born March 
19, 1926, in Rochelle, the 
daughter of Harry and Alta 
(Woods) Hackman. She 
married Harold L. Jacox 
on Nov. 16, 1947. 

Elaine farmed with her 
husband for over fifty years. 
She also loved to grow 
asparagus and tomatoes. 
She was a member of the 
Paw Paw United Methodist 
Church for 70+ years. She 
was active with the church 
turkey supper and Crusad-
ers. She was a member of 
the Paw Paw Red Hats. 
She enjoyed playing cards, 
especially euchre and 500. 
Elaine and Harold wintered 
in Texas for thirty-five 
years. 

Elaine is survived by 
four children, Donna 

(Greg) Politsch of Paw 
Paw, Pam (Brian) Lowery 
of Aroma Park, IL, Lloyd 
(Judy) Jacox of Louisburg, 
NC, Allan (Deb) Jacox of 
Steward; six grandchil-
dren, Dwayne Hopkins of 
Oshkosh WI, Dawn (Joe) 
Arjes of Paw Paw, Shawn 
(Jason) Gibson of Cov-
ington, IN, Chad (Tammy 
Martinez) Cox of Kempton, 
IL, Cody (Kayleigh) Jacox 
of St. Albans, VT, and 
Cole Jacox of Steward; 
four great-grandchildren, 
Sabrina (AJ) Ireland, Zac 
Cox, Noah Cox, and Ashton 
Gibson;  and one great-
great child, Teagan Ireland. 

In addition to her parents, 
she is preceded in death by 
her husband, Harold; two 
brothers, Erwin Hackman 
and H. Gale Hackman; two 
sisters, Shirley Herrman 
and Bev Hackman; and one 
grandson, Harold Bend. 

Visitation will be from 

4-8 P.M. on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 29, 2024 at Torman 
Funeral Home, 510 Flagg 
St. in Paw Paw.

Funeral services will be 
at 11 A.M. on Friday, March 
1, 2024 at the funeral home 
with Pastor Ken Foster 
officiating. Interment will 
follow in Wyoming Town-
ship Cemetery in Paw Paw. 
Contributions in Elaine’s 
name may be directed to 
the family for a memorial 
to be established. Please 
visit www.tormanfuneral-
home.com to sign the online 
guest book. 

Rebecca ‘Becky’ Barry
OBITUARIES

Stevie Lynn Dodillet

Elaine Mae 
(Hackman) Jacox

ROCHELLE — On 
Feb. 20 at 12:53 p.m. 
Christopher C. Messer, 41, 
of Ashton was arrested for 
driving while license sus-
pended. He was released 
on a notice to appear with 
a March 15 Rochelle court 
date.

On Feb. 21 at 8:18 a.m. 
Paige E. Bennett Nay, 51, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
no valid registration. She 
signed a notice to comply 
and was given an April 5 
Rochelle court date. 

On Feb. 21 at 3 p.m. 

Lynette S. Carmichael 
71, of Rochelle was cited 
for speeding 61 miles per 
hour in a 40 miles per hour 
zone. She signed a promise 
to comply and was given 
an April 5 Rochelle court 
date.

On Feb. 21 at 2:39 p.m. 
Colton R. VanKirk, 32, 
of Oregon was cited for 
no valid registration. He 
signed a promise to com-
ply and was given an April 
5 Rochelle court date. 

On Feb. 21 at 6:57 
a.m. Alaina R. Eubanks, 
25, of Rochelle was cited 
for speeding 52 miles per 
hour in a 30 miles per hour 
zone. She signed a promise 
to comply and was given 
an April 5 Rochelle court 
date. 

 On Feb. 22 at 10:02 
a.m. Irma Ugalde, 28, of 
Rochelle was cited for 
no valid registration. She 
signed a promise to com-
ply and was given an April 
5 Rochelle court date.

On Feb. 22 at 11:06 
a.m. Rosa A. Yunes, 64, 
of Aurora was cited for 
speeding. She signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given an April 5 Rochelle 
court date.

On Feb. 22 at 2:16 p.m. 
Charles M. Whittaker, 
60, of DeKalb was cited 
for speeding 60 miles per 
hour in a 40 miles per hour 
zone. He signed a promise 
to comply and was given 
an April 5 Rochelle court 
date.

On Feb. 22 at 3:46 

p.m. Isaiah S. Bargman, 
20, of Rochelle was cited 
for speeding 74 miles per 
hour in a 40 miles per hour 
zone. He signed a promise 
to comply and was given 
an April 5 Rochelle court 
date.

On Feb. 23 at 3:03 p.m. 
Brandon S. Bergman, 36, 
of DeKalb was arrested 
on an outstanding DeKalb 
County warrant and trans-
ferred. 

On Feb. 23 at 1:37 p.m. 
Kerelyn S. Sarmiento, 
27, of Rochelle was cited 
for no valid registration. 
She signed a promise to 
comply and was given an 
March 15 Rochelle court 
date.

On Feb. 24 at 10:45 p.m. 
Jose P. Morales, 24, of Ro-
chelle was arrested for no 
valid driver’s license. He 
was released on a notice 
to appear with a March 15 
Rochelle court date. 

On Feb. 26 at 9:21 a.m. 
Joseph T. Snider, 57, of 
Rochelle was cited for 
no valid registration. He 
signed a promise to com-
ply and was given an April 
5 Rochelle court date.

On Feb. 26 at 12:35 
p.m. Kaitlin E. Burns, 
28, of Rochelle was cited 
for speeding 52 miles per 
hour in a 30 miles per hour 
zone. She signed a promise 
to comply and was given 
an April 5 Rochelle court 
date.

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until 
proven guilty. 

ROCHELLE POLICE DEPARTMENT

ROCHELLE — Brian 
Jude Jaeger, 68, passed 
away peacefully Sunday, 
February 25, 2024 at Se-
renity Hospice and Home 
in Oregon, Illinois.  Brian 
was born on July 22, 1955 
to Theodore E. and Helen 
T. (Valiulis) Jaeger in Rock-
ford, IL.  He was a lifetime 
resident of Lindenwood 
where he was a wonderful 
neighbor and a great friend

While attending Kish-
waukee College, Brian 
worked at Eagle grocery 
store as he worked to earn 
his Associates Degree. He 
continued his education 
at Northern Illinois Uni-
versity where he received 
his Bachelor’s Degree in 
Production Management.  
He then went to work for 
Sundstrand in Rockford, 
IL.  Later, he went back to 
college and earned anoth-

er Bachelor’s Degree in 
Computer Science.  After 
that, he started his own 
business, Jaeger Comput-
er Services, and served 
the community through 
his business for 25 years.  
Brian was a member of St. 
Patrick Catholic Church of 
Rochelle and the Knights 
of Columbus.  He served 
on the Lynnville Township 
Board.  He also worked for 
St. Patrick Catholic Church 
as the building and grounds 
maintenance person.

In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by 
his sister, Deborah Jaeger 
on October 1, 2023.

Brian is survived by 
his sister, Rita (Denny) 
Gorsuch of Kokomo, IN; 
niece, Carmen Gorsuch 
and nephew, John Gorsuch. 

The visitation will be 
from 9:30 - 10:30 A.M., 

Thursday, February 29, 
2024 at St. Patrick Catholic 
Church, 236 Kelley Drive, 
Rochelle.  The funeral mass 
will follow at 10:30 A.M., 
Thursday with Father Jesus 
Dominguez officiating.  
Burial is at St. Patrick 
Cemetery in Rochelle.  In 
lieu of flowers, memorials 
may be made to St. Patrick 
Cemetery Perpetual Care 
Fund.  

Visit www.ungerhorner.
com to sign the online guest 
book. 

Brian Jude Jaeger

Barbara A. Detig
LINDENWOOD — 

Barbara A. Detig, 87, 
passed away Tuesday, 

February 27, 2024 at her 
home in Lindenwood. 
Services are pending 

with the Unger-Horner 
Funeral Home in Ro-
chelle.

Any arrests listed 
in this paper are 

merely charges and 
the defendants are 
presumed innocent 

unless proven guilty in 
a court of law.

Please note that 
all police reports 
received from the 

Rochelle Police, the 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 

Illinois State Police, will 
be printed without 

exception.
Requests to omit 

particular reports will 
not be considered or 
honored at any time.

Report policy
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ASHTON NEWS
(COURTESY PHOTOS)

AFC Academic Team earns second in Prophetstown
AFC Scholastic Bowl Team reaches 20 wins

The Ashton-Franklin Center Scholastic Bowl Team improved to 20-6 after 
defeating South Beloit. The Raiders season continues the weekend of Feb. 24-25 

as they travel to Prophetstown to compete in the Masonic Bowl Tournament.

On Feb. 17, the Ashton-Franklin Center High School Academic Team traveled to 
Prophetstown to compete in the 40th annual Masonic Bowl Tournament. The 

Raiders earned second place in the tournament and in addition to the plaque and 
medals the team won $300 for the Scholastic Bowl Program.

D I X O N  —  A n 
Earlville man was ar-
rested the night of Feb. 
18 and charged with a 
number of crimes includ-
ing unlawful possession 
of a stolen vehicle, a Lee 
County Sheriff’s Office 
press release said. 

On Feb. 18 at approx-
imately 10:26 p.m. depu-

ties from the Lee County 
Sheriff’s Office respond-
ed to 291 Illinois Route 
2, Dixon, for a report of 
motor vehicle theft. The 
vehicle was located by the 
Dixon Police Department 
and stopped as it came 
into Dixon city limits. 
The driver was identified 
as William Whitford, 31, 

from Earlville.  
Through the inves-

tigation, Whitford was 
arrested and charged with 
the following: Possession 
of a controlled substance 
(class one felony), unlaw-
ful possession of a stolen 
vehicle (class two felony) 
aggravated battery to a 
peace officer (class two 

felony), resisting/ob-
structing a peace officer 
(class four felony), crim-
inal trespass to vehicle 
(class A misdemeanor), 
driving while license 
revoked (class A misde-
meanor), and failure to 
appear warrant for parole 
violation.

The Lee County Sher-

iff’s Office was assisted 
by the Dixon Police De-
partment.

Whitford was taken 
to the Lee County Jail, 
where he was held for 
a detention hearing. All 
charges are merely an 
allegation, and the defen-
dant is presumed innocent 
until proven guilty.  

C i t i z e n s  a r e  r e -
minded to call the Lee 
County Sheriff ’s De-
partment at (815) 284-
6631 or Crime stoppers 
at 1-888-CAUGHT-U.  
Callers can remain anony-
mous and receive rewards 
of up to $1,000 if their 
information leads to an 
arrest.  

DIXON — On Feb. 
2, the Lee County Sher-
iff’s Office announced 
charges stemming from 
a Dec. 4 fatal hit-and-run 
traffic accident. 

The traffic accident 
that occurred near the 
intersection of Sterling 
Road and Walton Road at 
approximately 9:29 p.m. 
on Dec. 4. Kristin Kisich, 

age 42, of Custer Park, 
Illinois is being charged 
with the following of-
fenses:

Failure to report and 
leaving the scene of a 
motor vehicle accident 
involving death (class 
one felony), and leaving 
the scene of a motor ve-
hicle accident involving 
death (class four felony).

From the investiga-
tion. 40-year-old Patrick 
J. Yocum from Rock 
Falls was walking near 
the area and was struck 
by a vehicle. Yocum was 
located by a passerby in 
the middle of the road-
way. He was transported 
to KSB Hospital by the 
Amboy Fire Department 
and was later pronounced 

deceased. Evidence left 
at the scene revealed that 
the offending vehicle 
had significant front-end 
damage to the grill, hood 
and windshield of the 
vehicle. The offending 
vehicle was identified as 
a Jeep Cherokee with the 
model years being from 
2014-2018. A media re-
lease with the offending 

vehicle information was 
disseminated the follow-
ing day on Dec. 5. 

Over the afternoon 
of Dec. 5, Ms. Kisich 
contacted the Lee Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office and 
reported that she may 
be responsible for the 
incident. Her vehicle, a 
2014 Jeep Cherokee, was 
located at a residence 

in Dixon. It was subse-
quently impounded as 
part of the investigation. 
Detectives interviewed 
Ms. Kisich and obtained a 
statement. Further inves-
tigation was conducted 
that culminated in the 
charges listed. 

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty. 

Earlville man arrested for unlawful possession of a stolen vehicle

Bar/Restaurant
Ralphie and Lulu’s
812 Main St., Ashton

815-453-2103

Community Building
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Building
Hourly, daily rentals for 

your event
815-973-8397

Funeral Home
Beverage Lyons Funeral 

Home
601 Richardson Ave., 
Ashton, 815-453-2441 
beveragefamilyfh.com 

Insurance
Bradford Victor-Adams 

Mutual Insurance 
Company

120 W. South St., Franklin 
Grove

815-456-2334

Public Library
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

BAR
GRILL&

1/2
OFF! BO!

GO!

Mills and Petrie 
Memorial Building
Call 815-973-8762 for building 

rental information
Basketball, volleyball and pickle ball courts
Great for birthday parties, bridal showers, 

family reunions etc.

Custer Park woman charged following fatal hit and run

AFC FFA members participate in Section 2 FFA Proficiency Judging and travel to Western Illinois
On Jan. 31, Ashton-Franklin Center FFA members Izzy Cater, LaHelah Cunningham, Hailey Grover, Kate Viall, and Andera Aldridge traveled to Western Illinois University 

for Ground Zero Conference (left). They spend a very intensive day learning about being a leader. The Ashton-Franklin Center FFA also competed in Section 2 FFA 
Proficiency Judging on Feb. 7 (right). Five AFC FFA members competed in seven different recordbook areas. Students interviewed with ag teachers and industry 

professionals about their projects. Ian Untz: Diversified Crop Production Placement. Brooke Burger: Beef Production Entrepreneurship. Logan O’ Brien: Swine 
Production Placement, Landscape Management. Jacob Warrenfeltz: Small Animal Production & Care. Kate Viall: Fruit & Nut Production, Safety. Logan and Kate will be 

moving on to the district competition in March.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
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& 4:30 PM - 6:00 PM

(Please bring your own containers. 
24 hours Notice Required.)
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815-762-6867 • PreciousPastures.com

01102024

Davis Family 
Health LLC

We Fix Boo Boos

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

Voted BEST DOCTOR & 
BEST FAMILY PRACTICE OGLE COUNTY

BEST OFVOTED
2023

Primary Care, Physicals, Weight Loss, Dermal Fillers, Botox Injections, Suboxone Program
Most insurances accepted

Proudly Veteran Owned 
and Operated

1212 Currency Court, Rochelle, IL 
815-561-8500

1201 Meriden Street, Mendota, IL
815-538-1800 1900 Steward Rd, Rochelle, IL 

(815) 561-0650

Proudly supporting those 
in the Armed Forces.... 
Past, Present and Future.
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Thank you to those who served, those currently 
serving and those who will serve.

1001 S. Main Street | Rochelle
815-562-4141 | rochellefoodsjobs.com

Job Opportunities

In Honor of EvEry HEro 
tHat Has sErvEd or Is  
CurrEntly sErvIng In  

our MIlItary,  
WE THANK YOU!

To all who have put 
their lives on the line 
in defense of the flag, 

Thank You.

Floyd J. Tilton  
VFW Post #3878
318 4th Ave., Rochelle, IL
(815) 562-3878

Thank you, 
Veterans, 

past, present 
and future

Honoring our American Hero

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — After being born and raised in 
Rochelle, Carl Hansen made the decision to enlist into 
the United States Army in 1949. 

“I’m not sure why I chose to enlist,” Hansen said. 

Rochelle native Carl Hansen served 20 years in U.S. Army
After being born and raised in Rochelle, Carl Hansen made the decision to enlist into the United States Army in 1949. Hansen’s first overseas tour was in Korea for about a year, before being evacuated to Japan. There, he served in the Japan Quartermaster Petroleum Depot in Yokohama and was stationed on a little island refueling Navy ships for 
about a year.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

“Myself and a couple of other guys decided to do it. I told my folks I joined 
when I was 17. It was kind of scary for a while after World War II and when 
Korea came up. But I was pretty fortunate.” 

Hansen’s first overseas tour was in Korea for about a year, before being 
evacuated to Japan. There, he served in the Japan Quartermaster Petroleum 
Depot in Yokohama and was stationed on a little island refueling Navy ships 
for about a year. Hansen then returned to the U.S. and Fort Leonard Wood 
in Missouri for a short time. 

Hansen had volunteered to return to Europe and went to France for three 
years for more work with petroleum. After that tour ended, he went back to 
the U.S. at Fort Hood, Texas before his entire unit was transferred to Fort 
Carson in Colorado Springs, Colorado. 

Hansen would meet and marry his wife in Colorado Springs. He then left 
the Army for about a year before returning for another tour in Germany for 
two years. And then Hansen came back stateside to Fort Monmouth in New 
Jersey, where he went to school for calibration. After a stint at the Army 
Depot in Sacramento, California and another school stint at Fort Monmouth, 
Hansen returned to Europe for three years and took his family with him. 

“I was in calibration and we went all over Europe and calibrated equip-
ment,” Hansen said. “We had teams that would do it. A lot of military people 
were selling their leave time back to the government at that time. I thought 
to myself that I had a once-in-a-lifetime thing. I used that leave time to 
take my family around Europe. And we did. We went all over. We went to 
a little island in the North Sea off the coast of Germany called Sylt. The 
American Coast Guard was stationed there. During WWII, it was the safest 
place in the world to be, because all of the airplanes from every country 
depended on that island and its radar signals to find their way home. So. 
nobody would ever bombed the island. It was a very small island. We stayed 
there at a German submarine base. Because everything on the island was 
so expensive.”

After his deployment to Europe with his family, Hansen returned to the 

states and Fort Monmouth for about a year. He then left the Army for the 
last time after serving for 20 years, two months and 22 days. 

Hansen would return to Northern California to work in calibration and 
electrical work for the government, which he did for 20 years before re-
tirement. He now resides in Abilene, Kansas at age 92. 

The most enjoyable experiences of his time in the service involved overseas 
deployments, Hansen said. He enjoyed refueling Navy ships in Japan, and 
while in Europe he enjoyed going to petroleum depots in France, Germany 
and Spain and taking samples to test that it was up to military specifications.

“When I first got to Japan, I worked in an office and I didn’t care for my 
job,” Hansen said. “An officer came in one day who I knew and he asked if 
I liked my job. I told him how I felt, and he offered to give me a new job, 
the one taking samples. And then I got transferred to a place an hour north 
of Paris. I was in charge of the petroleum there. I had to make sure it was 
safe and watch shipments.”

Hansen was asked once how many different countries he’d been to. He 
didn’t know, so he got out a map one day, and found that he had spent time 
in 48 different counties during his service. 

“And I loved every minute of it,” Hansen said. “I used to always tell 
people that in 20 years in the Army, I only had one bad assignment, which 
was in Korea. But then I thought Korea couldn’t have been so bad, because 
I’m still here.”

Hansen said he stayed in the military for 20 years because of how much 
he enjoyed traveling. He liked his assignments and got to see the country 
and world. His service also gave him education for the rest of his career in 
the civilian world. 

“I saw a lot of places. And none of it was bad,” Hansen said. “What I 
remember most is being able to take my family around Europe with my 
leave time. The most unique place I ever was was that little island of Sylt. 
It had a one-lane road from one end of it to the other and every so often 
there would be a wide spot in the road to pull off and let an oncoming car 

through. I’m thankful that I enlisted and served.”
Honoring Our American Hero is a series that will 

print twice a month in the News-Leader. If you know an 
American Hero you would like to have featured, contact 
Jeff Helfrich at jhelfrich@rochellenews-leader.com or 
call 815-561-2151.
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Honoring our American Hero

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — After being born and raised in 
Rochelle, Carl Hansen made the decision to enlist into 
the United States Army in 1949. 

“I’m not sure why I chose to enlist,” Hansen said. 

Rochelle native Carl Hansen served 20 years in U.S. Army
After being born and raised in Rochelle, Carl Hansen made the decision to enlist into the United States Army in 1949. Hansen’s first overseas tour was in Korea for about a year, before being evacuated to Japan. There, he served in the Japan Quartermaster Petroleum Depot in Yokohama and was stationed on a little island refueling Navy ships for 
about a year.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

“Myself and a couple of other guys decided to do it. I told my folks I joined 
when I was 17. It was kind of scary for a while after World War II and when 
Korea came up. But I was pretty fortunate.” 

Hansen’s first overseas tour was in Korea for about a year, before being 
evacuated to Japan. There, he served in the Japan Quartermaster Petroleum 
Depot in Yokohama and was stationed on a little island refueling Navy ships 
for about a year. Hansen then returned to the U.S. and Fort Leonard Wood 
in Missouri for a short time. 

Hansen had volunteered to return to Europe and went to France for three 
years for more work with petroleum. After that tour ended, he went back to 
the U.S. at Fort Hood, Texas before his entire unit was transferred to Fort 
Carson in Colorado Springs, Colorado. 

Hansen would meet and marry his wife in Colorado Springs. He then left 
the Army for about a year before returning for another tour in Germany for 
two years. And then Hansen came back stateside to Fort Monmouth in New 
Jersey, where he went to school for calibration. After a stint at the Army 
Depot in Sacramento, California and another school stint at Fort Monmouth, 
Hansen returned to Europe for three years and took his family with him. 

“I was in calibration and we went all over Europe and calibrated equip-
ment,” Hansen said. “We had teams that would do it. A lot of military people 
were selling their leave time back to the government at that time. I thought 
to myself that I had a once-in-a-lifetime thing. I used that leave time to 
take my family around Europe. And we did. We went all over. We went to 
a little island in the North Sea off the coast of Germany called Sylt. The 
American Coast Guard was stationed there. During WWII, it was the safest 
place in the world to be, because all of the airplanes from every country 
depended on that island and its radar signals to find their way home. So. 
nobody would ever bombed the island. It was a very small island. We stayed 
there at a German submarine base. Because everything on the island was 
so expensive.”

After his deployment to Europe with his family, Hansen returned to the 

states and Fort Monmouth for about a year. He then left the Army for the 
last time after serving for 20 years, two months and 22 days. 

Hansen would return to Northern California to work in calibration and 
electrical work for the government, which he did for 20 years before re-
tirement. He now resides in Abilene, Kansas at age 92. 

The most enjoyable experiences of his time in the service involved overseas 
deployments, Hansen said. He enjoyed refueling Navy ships in Japan, and 
while in Europe he enjoyed going to petroleum depots in France, Germany 
and Spain and taking samples to test that it was up to military specifications.

“When I first got to Japan, I worked in an office and I didn’t care for my 
job,” Hansen said. “An officer came in one day who I knew and he asked if 
I liked my job. I told him how I felt, and he offered to give me a new job, 
the one taking samples. And then I got transferred to a place an hour north 
of Paris. I was in charge of the petroleum there. I had to make sure it was 
safe and watch shipments.”

Hansen was asked once how many different countries he’d been to. He 
didn’t know, so he got out a map one day, and found that he had spent time 
in 48 different counties during his service. 

“And I loved every minute of it,” Hansen said. “I used to always tell 
people that in 20 years in the Army, I only had one bad assignment, which 
was in Korea. But then I thought Korea couldn’t have been so bad, because 
I’m still here.”

Hansen said he stayed in the military for 20 years because of how much 
he enjoyed traveling. He liked his assignments and got to see the country 
and world. His service also gave him education for the rest of his career in 
the civilian world. 

“I saw a lot of places. And none of it was bad,” Hansen said. “What I 
remember most is being able to take my family around Europe with my 
leave time. The most unique place I ever was was that little island of Sylt. 
It had a one-lane road from one end of it to the other and every so often 
there would be a wide spot in the road to pull off and let an oncoming car 

through. I’m thankful that I enlisted and served.”
Honoring Our American Hero is a series that will 

print twice a month in the News-Leader. If you know an 
American Hero you would like to have featured, contact 
Jeff Helfrich at jhelfrich@rochellenews-leader.com or 
call 815-561-2151.
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The Rochelle News-Leader encourages 
responsible letters to the editor on subjects 

of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity 
or libel, but ideas will not be altered. All letters 

must bear the handwritten signature of the 
writer and include address and phone number 

or e-mail address for verification purposes. 
Neither the street address nor phone number 

will be printed. Letters should be typed or 

legibly handwritten, and no anonymous letters 
will be published. Any letters from boards or 

organizations must include at least one name 
of an individual. Any criticism of public officials 

should be limited to issues related strictly to 
their position or actions made in office, as 

personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer 
and a business will not be published. Political 

endorsements will be published, however 

letters from candidates endorsing themselves 
will not be printed. Letters may be dropped 
at the News-Leader office (211 IL Route 38 
East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 
46, Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@

rochellenews-leader.com.) The News-Leader 
reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to 

the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for 
publication do not necessarily reflect the views 

of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso                bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us       

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Trisha Vaughn                                tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey  dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta  sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
Jennifer Thompson            jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas   bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger  brent.ohlinger@rthsd212.org
Laurie Pillen     laurie.pillen@rthsd212.org
Joel Thompson                joel.thompson@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Kristi Gonzales       kgonzales@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
Eileen Braski           ebraski@hillcrestil.us
Joe Thompson                      jthompson@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

DEAR editor,
I have known Chad Horner for over 30 

years. I had the distinct privilege of working 
with him for 19+ years during my career at Ogle County 
Hospice, now Serenity Hospice and Home.

In those years, when we were together doing our 
mutual work, he was amazing in his care, compassion 
and concern for all he encountered. Our work takes a 
special degree of gentle strength and care for all involved. 

He always was a consummate professional. His gentle 
kindness, firm grasp of situations and the needs of all 
were a gift to all involved.

His faith guides him to the integrity and excellence 
with which he devotes the actions of life. The strength 
with which he dedicates himself to all he does is apparent. 
Since my retirement, I have had many opportunities to 
volunteer beside him. His family reflects the man he is.

It is my privilege to support him for this position of 

Ogle County Coroner.
He will bring knowledge, understanding of the needs 

of our county, wisdom and integrity which public office 
requires.

Lorrie Bearrows 
retired executive director of 

Serenity Hospice & Home
Chana

ACCORDING 
to USDA about 
97% of the 

United States’ 2.1 million 
farms are considered fam-
ily farms and 88% of all 
U.S. farms have a gross 
cash farm income of less 
than $350,000 annually, 
putting them in the small 
family farm category. This 
means that most farms in 
the U.S. are small, fami-
ly-owned businesses that 
rely on the availability of 
finance options to fund the 
high cost of producing the 
food, fiber and renewable 
energy our country and the 
world rely on every day.

According to USDA’s 
most recent Farm Sector 
Income Forecast, interest 
as an expense increased 
by about 43%, or $10.3 
billion, to $34.42 billion 
in 2023. Interest rate hikes 
have not only increased 
the cost of credit as an 
input but have also limited 
farmers’ ability to use it. 
This Market Intel will give 
you a glimpse of farmers’ 
credit world and explain 
how changes in that en-
vironment could lead to 
challenges with liquidity, a 
problem that is hard to fix.

An extremely import-
ant part of farm finances, 
farm liquidity is “the 
ability of a farmer to 
generate cash quickly and 
efficiently in order to meet 
his or her financial obliga-
tions.” Some assets, such 

as corn in storage, can be 
sold and turned into cash 
quickly and are considered 
assets with high liquidity. 
Others, such as a crop that 
was recently planted or 
livestock that have not yet 
been born, take more time 
to turn into cash and can 
require additional input 
expenses to become the 
final product for sale, such 
as grain or marketable 
livestock. When farms get 
tight on cash due to the 
high cost of operating or 
from overspending, lack 
of liquidity can become a 
real problem.

Liquidity is measured 
using several different 
accounting ratios. Work-
ing capital is not a ratio, 
it is a measure in dollars 
of total assets minus total 
liabilities. This is a mea-
sure of available cash.  
Working capital needs are 
highly variable by farm 
size, exposure to risk and 
volatility of the overall 
business environment. 

When net returns are 
more variable, more work-
ing capital is needed. Due 
to these differences, it is 
helpful to measure work-
ing capital by either gross 
revenue or value of farm 
production. 

One of the most used 
liquidity ratios is the 
current ratio. The current 
ratio (sometimes called the 
“working capital” ratio) 
measures a farm’s ability 

to pay off debt due within 
one year. It is the ratio of 
current assets divided by 
current liabilities. A cur-
rent ratio of 2 or higher 
is considered good. Any-
thing below 2 is cause for 
concern.

The debt service ratio, 
sometimes called the term 
debt coverage ratio, mea-
sures a farm’s ability to use 
operating cash flow to pay 
debt obligations. Lenders 
typically like this ratio to 
be 1.5 or greater. A ratio 
of 1 would mean that the 
farm has adequate cash 
flow to meet pay-
ment obligations. 
A ratio less than 
1 would mean the 
farm falls short and 
will have to rely on 
other resources to 
service debt.

It is helpful to 
evaluate working 
capital needs in 
comparison to gross rev-
enue or value of farm 
production. The working 
capital-gross revenue ra-
tio is a measure of whether 
or not a farm has adequate 
working capital for its 
level of gross revenue. A 
farm with a ratio of 30% 
or greater is considered 
strong, 10-30% is cause 
for concern, and a ratio less 
than 10% is considered 
vulnerable.

The interest expense 
ratio shows how much 
gross income is being used 

to pay interest on debt. In 
years when interest rates 
are low, this ratio may be 
overlooked as it remains 
well within healthy pa-
rameters. However, when 
interest rates go up, the 
interest expense ratio can 
be a stark reminder that 
taking on unnecessary 
debt or too much debt 
can be costly. When more 
capital is being used to 
pay for interest, it means 
less capital is being paid 
toward equity-building 
principal. 

Farmers have many 
recurring annu-
al costs such as 
land rent, input 
expenses and debt 
payments. A farm 
with strong liquid-
ity has cash avail-
able to pay these 

recurring costs and 
potentially pay for 
growth such as 

new land or equipment 
purchases.

Problems with liquidity 
can arise from changes in 
the financial environment. 
For example, when costs 
of inputs such as fertiliz-
er, seed and fuel go up, 
it takes a greater amount 
of working capital to pay 
for them. When working 
capital is depleted, farmers 
have a variety of options 
to help liquidity. Selling 
cash assets such as crops 
in storage may be an 
option but may be costly 

if market conditions are 
not favorable. One of the 
most common solutions 
to liquidity is through a 
variety of credit-based 
solutions such as operating 
loans. While credit-type 
solutions can be a great 
option, they can be ex-
pensive and endanger the 
long-term sustainability 
of a farm.

U.S. farm sector li-
quidity has been good and 
strengthening since 2020. 
However, the recent drop 
in ad hoc government 
assistance combined with 
Federal Reserve-driven 
interest rate hikes and 
increasing operating costs 
have changed the financial 
environment. 

The debt servicing ratio 
used by ERS is a modified 
version of the term debt 
coverage ratio. USDA 
uses this ratio to measure 
the share of production 
plus direct government 
payments that are used to 
pay off farm sector debt. A 
higher debt servicing ratio 
implies that a greater share 
of production is needed 
to pay off debts. ERS 
forecasts the ratio to rise 
from .21 in 2022 to .24 in 
2023. Higher cost of debt 
from sustained elevated 
interest rates could lead to 
continued debt servicing 
ratio growth in 2024. 

While ag sector liquid-
ity has been strong in 
recent years, the financial 

environment has changed 
and high interest rates are 
adding another expense to 
farmers’ lists of rising input 
costs. Operating loans and 
other forms of financing 
cost farmers a whopping 
43% more in 2023 than in 
2022 and are forecast to 
remain elevated for much 
of 2024, causing working 
capital stocks to decline 
faster and forcing farmers 
to lean on expensive credit 
to provide liquidity. When 
farmers pay more for in-
terest on that credit, less 
money gets paid toward 
principal. The amount of 
income being used to pay 
interest on farm debt in the 
U.S. has increased at a rate 
not seen since the 1980s.

There are many tools 
available to help farmers 
persevere when liquidity 
makes their business vul-
nerable, but it’s important 
for decision makers to 
remember a lesson from 
the 80’s. Short-term bor-
rowing during times of 
vulnerability can turn into 
costly long-term debt. 
Excellent management and 
decision making are a must 
to remain resilient during 
times of vulnerability.

“Money isn’t the most 
thing in life, but it’s right 
up there with oxygen on 
the ‘gotta have it’ scale.” 
-Zig Ziglar

Ron Kern is the man-
ager of the Ogle County 
Farm Bureau.

Ron Kern: Farmers’ credit world

Ron
Kern

Letter: Support for Horner for coroner

THE Rochelle 
News-Leader is 
implementing a 

new political letter policy.
We will now be accept-

ing election letters endors-
ing or advocating for or 
against a ballot measure, 
party or candidate as paid 
advertising announcement. 
The fee is $25 minimum for 
a 200-word letter and 10 

cents a word for addition-
al words over 250. Like 
other letters to the editor, 
the writer’s name, address 
and phone number are 
required. Phone numbers 
and exact addresses are 
not published. We have the 
right to reject letters which 
don’t meet publishing stan-
dards and will determine if 
the letter qualifies as a paid 

endorsement. Paid letters 
will be identified with a 
label and may or may not 
appear on the opinion/
letters page.

Most newspapers that 
have adopted this approach 
cite one main reason: Po-
litical campaigns for years 
have used newspaper opin-
ion pages for what amounts 
to free advertising. As these 

letter-writing campaigns 
become more widespread 
and sophisticated - some 
campaigns even pay peo-
ple to write letters to the 
editor - newspapers are 
flooded with requests to 
publish them, especially 
in the run-up to elections.

Will we still publish 
letters complaining about 
the county board or school 

board? Yes. But if you 
want others to vote for or 
against a candidate, or for 
or against an issue on the 
ballot, you will need to pay 
a fee. Not a large fee - $25 
for up to 200 words.

Some key dates to keep 
in mind for political en-
dorsement letters:

The primary election is 
Tuesday, March 19, 2024. 

The last batch of letters that 
endorse candidates for this 
election will be printed in 
the Wednesday, March 13, 
2024 issue of The Rochelle 
News-Leader must be re-
ceived by noon on Monday, 
March 11, 2024.

To submit a letter, email 
Managing Editor Jeff Hel-
frich at jhelfrich@rochel-
lenews-leader.com. 

Rochelle News Leader — New political letter policy

PAID LETTER
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

Feb. 3 - Sofie Meyers, Rochelle, $250

Feb. 4 - Mercedes Barrientos, Rochelle, $50

Feb. 5 - Allison Wagner-Huntley, Byron, $25

Feb. 6 - From the Heart, $50

Feb. 7 - Judith Koelzer, Friena, Texas, $25

Feb. 8 - Nancy Meyers, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 9 - Kaylee Fowler, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 10 - Justin Adolph, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 11 - First State Bank, Rochelle, $50

Feb. 12 - John Gonzales, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 13 - Kathleen Lutz, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 14 - Ariana and Antonio Welle, Oregon, $250

Feb. 15 - From the Heart, $25

Feb. 16 - Shining Star, Dixon, $25

Feb. 17 - Michelle Ocampo, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 18 - RACF, $50

Feb. 19 - RACF, $25

Feb. 20 - Crystal Crom, Cloquet, Minnesota, $25

Feb. 21 - From the Heart, $25

Feb. 22 - Crystal Hueramo, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 23 - Christa Seebach, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 24 - Gus and Armande Vasilopolous, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 25 - Noel Allison, Rochelle, $50

Feb. 26 - Maplehurst Farms, $25

Feb. 27 - Cynthia Lopez, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 28 - Marcy Bruhn, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 29 - Jake Meyers, Rochelle, $25
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

7034 S. Klondike Road | Rochelle, IL 61068 | 815-561-9074

If you would like to volunteer with us, please email us at 
kitchentablerochelle@gmail.com

February 29 – (Thursday) – Spaghetti with Meat Sauce, Salad, 
Bosco Sticks

KIDS MENU: Chicken Nuggets w/Fries 
OR Hot Dogs with Chips 

**All menus are subject to change. If you would like to check 
before coming out, please call us at 815-561-9074

www.KitchenTableRochelle.org

THE KITCHEN TABLE MENU

Feb. 28
Ben Altice

Feb. 28
Lucas Donoho

  

March 2
Addison Perkins

 
March 5

Briggs Bridgeman
 

March 6
Nicole King

ROCHELLE – The 
Rochelle Area Commu-
nity Foundation (RACF) 
is honored to partner with 
Central Bank through 
their associate payroll 
deduction program. This 
program has continued for 
several years and serves 
as an easy way to give to 
RACF. Associates decided 
on a designated amount to 
RACF each pay period. 
They can also choose to 

donate to any of the funds 
held at RACF. Central 
Bank’s human resources 
department keeps track 
of each payroll deduction, 
and they donate a lump 
sum twice a year. 

“When I think of com-
munity, I think of the as-
sociates at Central Bank” 
Emily Anaya, RACF ex-
ecutive director, said. 
“Each associate gives 
with intent and purpose 

to make Rochelle, and 
the surrounding areas, 
a better place. They are 
continuously giving back 
through each pay period, 
where their dollars are 
invested and grow, al-
lowing RACF the ability 
to grant to qualified local 
nonprofit organizations. 
The financial support 
given to RACF stays right 
here in our community. 
The positive effect from 

every donor dollar leaves 
an endless impact on the 
community we serve.” 

If you are a business 
and want to know more 
about partnering through 
a payroll deduction pro-
gram, or if you want to 
learn more about recurring 
gifts, please call the Ro-
chelle Area Community 
Foundation at 815-561-
3600 or email at director@
rochellefoundation.org. 

Central Bank supports RACF with payroll deduction program

The Rochelle Area Community Foundation (RACF) is honored to partner with Central Bank through their 
associate payroll deduction program.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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WHO’S WHO IN REAL ESTATE

Ask about our low down payment options!

Arlett Bonne
NMLS #1331895
VP, Bilingual Mortgage Advisor

815.562.3381

abonne@holcomb.bank

www.holcomb.bank

Where Relationships Matter

Pregunte por nuetras 
opciones de bajo enganche!

Offering USDA, VA 
and FHA Loan options!

Desa Richards
NMLS #772863
SVP, Mortgage Advisor

815.561.2629

drichards@holcomb.bank

www.holcomb.bank

Where Relationships Matter

Thinking about buying 
a home? I can help!

Joanne Carr
NMLS #482799
SVP, Mortgage Lending

815.561.2645

jcarr@holcomb.bank

www.holcomb.bank

Where Relationships Matter

Independently 
owned &
 operated.

136 May Mart Dr., Rochelle, IL 
815-562-7588 

19 Years of Realtor 
Experience!

Jennie McLaughlin, 
Broker

815-561-9488
Jlmnjm1953@yahoo.com

02282024

361 W. IL Rt. 38, Rochelle, Illinois
Independently owned & operated

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

   Hub City
361 W. IL Rt. 38, Rochelle, Illinois
Independently owned & operated

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

of Hub City
Jennie McLaughlin

Broker
(815) 561-9488

jlmnjm1953@yahoo.com
www.jenzhomes.com

GOOD LUCK HUBS!
It would be my pleasure to help 

you with all your real estate 
needs, whether buying or selling.

Give me a call with any  
questions you may have.

FBB2017

Best Real Estate Agent

WO R K I N G 
with a real 
estate agent 

can give both buyers 
and sellers an edge in 
what continues to be a 
challenging real estate 
market. Agents, brokers 
and Realtors® are profes-
sionals who have distinct 
expertise and knowledge 
of the process of buying 
and selling homes. That 
expertise is evidenced by 
how many people rely on 
real estate professionals 
each year. A 2022 Zillow 
Group Consumer Housing 
Trends report found 88 
percent of homeowners 
choose to list their homes 
with a real estate agent 
when it comes time to sell. 

Individuals understand 
that it can be in their best 
interests to work with real 
estate professionals, but 
they may not know where 
to look as they seek to 
work with one. Here are 
some tips for finding the 
right match in a real estate 
professional.

• Know the difference 

in real estate profession-
als. Real estate agents are 
required by the state in 
which they operate to pass 
a real estate license exam. 
Real estate brokers take it 
a step further and undergo 
additional training, which 
could bring additional 
experience to the table. 
Realtors® are members of 
the National Association 
of Realtors® and behold-
en to its strict code of 
ethics. These individuals 
also may have undergone 
additional training that 
qualifies them to work 
with certain types of cli-
ents, such as seniors.

• Seek referrals. Friends 
or family members, or 
even others in the com-
munity, can put people in 
touch with real estate pro-
fessionals. When asking 
for referrals, individuals 
can inquire about certain 
professionals and how 
they handled buying and/
or selling a home.

• Work with the right 
type of agent. General-
ly speaking, real estate 

agents either work with 
buyers or sellers in the 
transaction. Many will do 
both, but some specialize 
in buying or selling. Find 
a professional who either 
does both or specializes in 
your position.

• Research an agent’s 
online presence. Use the 
internet to see if the agent 
has a website, a particular 
philosophy or a specialty. 
This also may be a place 
to check online reviews. 
Don’t be dissuaded by 
one or two poor reviews. 
However, if there are 
many, it may be best to 
look elsewhere.

• Meet and interview 
potential agents. Individ-
uals should speak with 
a couple of real estate 
professionals to see what 
they offer. This is a good 
way to determine if there 
is a connection there, and 
whether the agent will 
get the results needed. A 
well-prepared agent will 
come with data, including 
“comps” of properties in 
the area. Professionals 

How to find the right real estate agent

typically have information 
about the current market 
trends and a portfolio of 
the homes they have bro-
kered recently.

• Go with gut instincts. 
If it’s between two people 
of equal qualification, 

select the person with 
whom you have a stronger 
rapport. This person will 
be guiding you through a 
sizable financial transac-
tion, so comfort level is 
important.

Finding the right real 

estate professional can 
take some time. But the 
right professional will 
guide clients through the 
often complex and occa-
sionally frustrating pro-
cess of buying or selling 
property.
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LOCAL NEWS

servicenowhomeservices.com
*Limited time offer. Subject to availability.*Limited time offer. Subject to availability.

022524

Act fast, 
call today!

815-562-4440815-562-4440

Now is the perfect time to have 
your furnace’s safety checked. 

And right now for FREE!

OREGON — Registra-
tion for 4-H Summer Camp 
2024 is open! Camp is set 
for June 9-13 at Rock River 
Christian Camp, Polo.  Sign 
up today to get your child 
in on all the fantastic fun! 

4-H Camp is a five-
day, four-night residential 
camping experience that is 
conducted cooperatively by 
University of Illinois Exten-
sion staff in Boone, Carroll, 
DeKalb, Jo Daviess, Lee, 
Ogle, Stephenson, White-
side and Winnebago Coun-
ties and the professional 
staff at RRCC. 

Historically, parents 
have sent their children to 
4-H Camp for a variety 
of reasons: to have fun, 
to make new friends, to 
develop new skills, to be 
physically active, and to ap-
preciate nature. 4-H Camp 
is about way more than 
one week of fun. Sending 
your child to 4-H Camp 
will allow them to create 
memories they will carry 
through adulthood. 4-H 
camp teaches youth to make 
good decisions, build their 
self-confidence, become 

independent, and gain the 
ability to work well with 
others. These skills will help 
youth develop into strong 
adult leaders. In addition, 
4-H camp counselors de-
vote much of their time 
to ensure today’s campers 
have the same great expe-
rience they did as children.

Campers at 4-H Camp 
will check in from 6-6:30 
p.m. on Sunday, June 9 
and check out from 6-6:30 
p.m. on Thursday, June 13. 
During camp week, youth 
will engage in various activ-
ities designed to challenge, 
educate and entertain. Two 
or three free-choice peri-
ods will be offered daily, 
including hiking, shooting 
sports, arts and crafts, 
crate stacking, team-build-
ing challenges, zip-lining, 
swimming and more. The 
4-H camp counselors will 
provide evening activi-
ties, including campfires, a 
games night, and a dance. It 
is guaranteed to be a blast!

4-H Camp will be open 
to all boys and girls ages 
8-14 by June 9. 4-H mem-
bership is not required; 

however, all participants 
will be expected to comply 
with the same high be-
havior standards expected 
of 4-Hers. Youth must be 
interested and excited to 
have a week of outdoor fun 
away from television and 
technology.

The cost is $300 for 4-H 
members and $320 for non-
4-H members until March 
1. After that date, the price 
goes up $50. All camp fees 
must be paid in full by May 
15. Download a camper 
application online at http://
web.extension.illinois.edu/
bdo/northern-illinois-4-h-
camp, or you can register 
online at http://go.illinois.
edu/4HSummerCamp. You 
may also call an office near 
you with questions or if you 
need a reasonable accom-
modation to participate in 
this program: Jo Daviess 
County at 815-858-2273; 
Stephenson County at 815-
235-4125; Ogle County at 
815-732-2191; or White-
side County at 815-632-
3611. Cabin slots for boys 
and girls will be filled on a 
first-come, first-serve basis.

Northern Illinois 4-H Summer 
Camp set for June 9-13 in Polo

Youth camp counselors devote their time to the 4-H campers to ensure a great 
time.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

From page 1

Based on the most 
recent numbers, a coun-
ty schools facility sales 
tax could net the Ro-
chelle elementary district 
$813,202 per year. It 
would net the high school 
district $443,491 per year, 
the Kings School Dis-
trict $46,181, the Creston 
School District $42,259, 
and the Eswood School 
District $26,082. The 
money is based on students 
in Ogle County, of which 
the Steward School Dis-
trict has none, so it would 
not see any new funds. 
Steward does receive 
county schools facilities 
sales tax funds from Lee 
County.

The Rochelle elementa-
ry school district has seen 
large expenses recently 
as it deals with aging 

buildings. Tilton Elemen-
tary School was built in 
1949. Central Elemen-
tary School was built in 
1939 and May Elementary 
School was built in 1959.

The elementary district 
is currently in the process 
of pursuing renovations at 
Tilton School. The board 
plans to pursue $14-16 
million worth of needed 
upgrades at the school 
after finding in a health 
life safety evaluation that 
an estimated $7.8 million 
worth of work is required 
at the school for those 
issues. The district plans 
to issue bonds for that 
money and wants to utilize 
an additional $6-8 million 
from its reserves for other 
improvements involving 
security and spatial con-
cerns including its pick up 
and drop off areas.

It was said at the Ro-

chelle Elementary School 
District’s November meet-
ing that it could leverage 
that hypothetical $813,202 
a year in new sales tax 
funds into about $8.8 
million in projects.

Along with facilities, 
security, mental health ser-
vices and school resource 
officers, the money can 
be used to abate property 
taxes and make rates lower 
for property owners within 
the district.

Harper said that while 
the elementary school 
district would utilize the 
funds for school safety 
improvements, SRO fund-
ing, mental health and 
facility improvements, the 
high school board would 
use it to abate property 
taxes until it saw needs 
arise for other designated 
uses of the funds. Rochelle 
Township High School is 

about 20 years old and 
does not have a current fa-
cility improvement need.

“The RTHS board’s 
immediate plan if the 
referendum passes would 
be to do a lesser tax levy 
of about four percent,” 
Harper said.

For school resource 
officers, RTHS currently 
has one SRO and the 
elementary district has 
one SRO between all of 
its buildings. Harper said 
the districts have “ongoing 
and regular conversations” 
with the Rochelle Po-
lice Department on SRO 
needs, but RPD does not 
currently have the staffing 
to dedicate another officer 
to a school, Harper said.

Based on public data 
from May 2022 through 
April 2023, 55 percent 
of the county’s sales tax 
revenue came from the 

Rochelle area. However, 
Rochelle schools account 
for about 30 percent of 
Ogle County’s total num-
ber of students.

“There is a discrepancy 
there,” Harper said. “That 
is a question I’ve received 
out in the community. And 
if Rochelle doesn’t pass 
it and everybody else in 
Ogle County votes for it, it 
will be put into place. The 
majority of Ogle County 
voters will decide it.”

The language on the 
March 19 ballot will read:

“Shall a retailer’s oc-
cupation tax and a service 
occupation tax (common-
ly referred to as a ‘Sales 
Tax’) be imposed in Ogle 
County at a rate of 1% to 
be used exclusively for 
school facility purposes, 
school resource officers, 
and mental health profes-
sionals?”

The county schools 
facilities sales tax has no 
sunset clause or end date 
for counties it’s passed in 
by referendum. But if no 
district has obligated funds 
to future bond payments, 
a county board could put 
it back on the ballot to be 
repealed in the future.

Harper did not take 
a public position for or 
against the county schools 
facilities sales tax, and 
only presented informa-
tion to the community at 
the meeting.

“Ultimately this is a di-
rect democracy question,” 
Harper said. “We’re all 
going to go to the voting 
booth, shut the curtain 
and make a decision. And 
whatever that decision is, 
the majority will rule. And 
then the school boards in 
Rochelle will react based 
on that.”

TAX: Elementary district holds informational meeting Monday night
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Dylan Etes

As one teacher stat-
ed: “[Dylan] constantly 
goes out of her way to 
help her peers if they 
have questions. She is 
patient and kind when 
working with every 
student. Dylan is the 
perfect example to use 
when explaining what 
it means to be a Hub.”

Sean Dorwaldt
One of Sean’s teachers 
said that he is “always 
bringing a good atti-
tude, sense of humor, 
and a smile to me and 
his peers.” Teachers 
also noted that he is 
willing to stick around 
and help clean up and 
put things away - to 
go the extra mile.

Danica Ward

Besides being a great 
student in the class-
room, Danica has gone 
above and beyond 
by putting together a 
slideshow for the win-
ter activities assembly. 
We thank her for all 
she does for RTHS!

Manny Cruz
Cruz was nominated for being a great leader of his peers, his  commitment to  academic success, and 

academic success, and service to clubs/ service to clubs/ organizations at  organizations at  RTHS. He truly  RTHS. He truly  helps make RTHS  
helps make RTHS  a better place.a better place.

February Hub Award WinnersFebruary Hub Award Winners

EARLYEARLY

DISMIS
SAL

DISMIS
SAL

March 4March 4 Regionals Scholastic Bowl TBD

March 7March 7 SIP Day – Half day for students 
– Dismiss at 11:30am

  RTHS Job/Career Fair
  Choral POPS Concert 7pm

March 14March 14 RTHS Flex Schedule – 2:15pm 
Dismissal

March 18March 18 RTHS Board Meeting 5:30 pm

March 21March 21 RTHS Flex Schedule – 2:15pm 
Dismissal

March 25-29March 25-29 Spring Break

Congratulations to  
Kasey Jones for placing 

first in the state of 
Illinois in the ILCA 

landscape competition!
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SPORTS ALL-CONFERENCE HUBS
 
Fifteen Rochelle Hub football players 
earned I-8/KRC honors this season. 
 
See page 6 for more details

ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 2 • PAGE 1WEDNESDAY, FEB. 28, 2024

RTHS Wrestling

Season concludes at state meet
Rochelle matmen fall to Montini 56-22 at IHSA Dual State Championships

The Rochelle Hub varsity wrestling team traveled to the Grossinger Motors Arena for the start of the IHSA Dual State Championships on Friday. The Hubs fell to 
Lombard Montini 56-22 to conclude the season with a 24-7 record.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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RTHS Boys Basketball

Hubs fall to Freeport in IHSA Regional Championship
Lewis drains eight 3-pointers and leads with 26 points in 82-77 loss on Friday

Junior Elijah Harley is guarded by Freeport’s Deklyn Rustad during the Rochelle Hub varsity basketball game 
against the Pretzels on Friday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCKFORD — With 
its season on the line and 
an IHSA 3A Regional 
Championship victory in 
the balance, the Rochelle 
Hub varsity basketball 
team erased a 20-point 
deficit and gave the Free-
port Pretzels everything 
they could handle, coming 
within three points in the 
final minute.

The second-seeded 
Pretzels looked ready 
to blow the fifth-seeded 
Hubs off the floor midway 
through the third quarter, 
where Freeport forced a 
Rochelle timeout after 
taking its largest lead of 
the game. But the Hubs re-
fused to back down, rally-
ing behind an outstanding 
shooting display from ju-
nior guard Carson Lewis, 
who drained a game-high 
eight 3-pointers on Friday.

Rochelle made the Pret-
zels sweat in the final 
minutes, where the Hubs 
clawed to within single 
digits and trailed by as 
little as three points with 
under 10 seconds remain-
ing. Despite a feverish 
comeback, Rochelle fell 
a few points short, as two 
free throws and a missed 
shot by the Hubs at the 
buzzer resulted in an 82-77 
victory for the Pretzels and 
a season-ending loss for 

Rochelle.
“In the third quarter, it 

seemed like we weren’t 
making shots and we were 
taking contested shots that 
led to run outs and two-
on-one situations,” head 
coach Tim Thompson said. 
“We would’ve just packed 
it in and given up if this 
were a week and a half 
ago, but we hung tough and 
Carson made a couple of 
big shots. We were able to 
get ourselves back into the 
game with some steals and 
some easy buckets. Our 
kids kept hanging in there 
and I thought they played 
great tonight.”

Fresh off an upset 
over the Woodstock Blue 
Streaks, who were seeded 
third, Rochelle (11-22, 
3-7 Interstate 8) showed 
up ready to play on Fri-
day evening, with Lewis 
drilling a trio of first-
quarter triples to help the 
Hubs hold a 19-18 lead. 
Freeport’s Carson Har-
tog knocked down two 
3-pointers in the second 
quarter for the Pretzels, 
who took advantage of 
missed free throws and 
offensive rebounds to take 
over control of the game 
and build a double-digit 
advantage.

Free-throw shooting 
was troublesome for the 
Hubs, who missed 12 
total shots and went just 
10-for-22 from the char-

ity stripe in the game. The 
Pretzels, however, went 
23-for-32 on free throws 
and 11-for-13 during the 
fourth quarter to close out 
their regional champion-
ship win. 

“When we get to games 
like this, we have to find 
ways to win,” Thompson 
said. “That’s what we 
talked about before the 
game. Even if people on 
the Freeport side didn’t 

think we had a chance to 
win, there were 20 kids 
involved in our program 
who believed they could 
win and they got after it… 
It came down to a free-
throw contest at the end 

and we lost that free-throw 
contest. If we made more 
of those free throws, we 
could’ve had a shot and 
we could’ve had the lead.”

See HUBS page 3

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

BLOOMINGTON — 
The Rochelle Hub varsity 
wrestling team sent four in-
dividuals to the IHSA State 
Championships in Cham-
paign earlier this month. 
Over the weekend, Rochelle 
traveled to the Grossinger 
Motors Arena and wrestled 
in the IHSA Team State 

Championships for the first 
time since the 2017-18 sea-
son, when the Hubs reached 
the semifinals and finished 
in fourth.

Rochelle battled Lom-
bard Montini in the Elite 
Eight round on Friday eve-
ning, falling 56-22 to con-
clude a tremendous 2023-24 
season. The Hubs (24-7, 5-0 
Interstate 8) wrestled their 
way into the team state meet 

after defeating Yorkville 
Christian 39-30 at RTHS this 
past Tuesday. Four Rochelle 
wrestlers earned bout victo-
ries during Friday’s match 
against Lombard Montini.

“The only word I could 
use to describe this sea-
son is successful,” head 
coach Alphonso Vruno said. 
“We repeated as conference 
champions, we beat a really 
good Rockford East team to 

win the regional and we beat 
a private school in Yorkville 
Christian to advance to the 
team state meet. We will 
have a strong senior pres-
ence in the room next year 
and we are looking for this 
sophomore class to learn 
from those seniors so they 
can eventually take over as 
leaders.”

Junior Kaiden Morris 
won the opening bout of the 

match against the Broncos, 
taking down Gavin Ericson 
and earning a first-period 
fall in the 215-pound bout 
to give the Hubs a 6-0 lead. 
Sophomore Brenden Voight 
was the second winner of the 
match for the Rochelle mat-
men, scoring a 10-2 major 
decision against Montini’s 
Lewis Wais-Montoya in the 
144-pound bout. 

Rochelle closed out the 

match with back-to-back 
wins. Sophomore Roman 
Villalobos received a forfeit 
in the 175-pound bout and se-
nior Brock Metzger finished 
the match with a first-period 
fall over Lucas Yates in the 
190-pound bout. Metzger 
concluded his career with 
110 victories and is one of 
three senior starters who will 
be departing from the varsity 
lineup after this season.

Tournament Tournament BracketsBrackets
March 20!March 20!
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SPORTS
RTHS Boys & Girls Bowling (COURTESY PHOTOS)

Rochelle Hub and Lady Hub student-athletes take home RTHS and Interstate 8 Conference awards
The Rochelle Hub and Lady Hub bowling teams held their awards banquet at T-Byrd Lanes this past Wednesday, with several student-athletes taking home RTHS and 

Interstate 8 Conference awards. Seven RTHS student-athletes including Dalila Garcia, Anahi Alanis (Honorable Mention), Declan McGee, Levi Waddle, Caleb Mortensen, 
Jon Alanis and Logan Frye (Honorable Mention) received Academic All-Conference honors (above). Luke Norris was the Boys Most Improved Player winner, while 

Andrew Powell was the Boys High Game, Boys High Series, Boys High Average and Boys Most Valuable Player winner. Cassidy Vincent was the Girls High Average and 
Girls Bowler of the Year winner, while Makenzie Liezert was the Girls Most Improved Player winner, Kylie McCullough was the Girls High Series winner, Anahi Alanis was 

the Girls Sportsmanship Award winner and Faith Adams was the Girls High Game winner (middle). Five RTHS student-athletes including Sam Tracey (Honorable 
Mention), Cassidy Vincent, Kylie McCullough (Honorable Mention), Andrew Powell and Logan Frye received All-Conference honors.
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SPORTS

1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.
Dr. Nicole Marquardt  
Dr. Lynn Deets
Dr. Melissa Corson

Space 

Available
Advertise With Us

Morton 
Allow me to introduce myself...I’m Morton! I came to Tails last August. I have 

become a staff  and volunteer favorite and am described as “an energetic young 

man with a heart full of  hope”. I am yearning for a family to have adventures 

with. I promise I will make the perfect companion for all your outdoor escapades, 

whether it’s hiking, running, or just exploring new places! But more than 

anything, I just want someone to be my best friend. Are you ready to open your 

heart and make my dreams come true?
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PET OF 
THE WEEK

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.orgwww.tailshumanesociety.org

Frozen 
treats in 

Moderation
Frozen treats, along with ice and 

iced-water are safe for dogs to eat 
and enjoy safely – as long as they 
enjoy them in moderation. If a dog 

eats or drinks any type of food or drink 

Call:
Andrew Heiserman 815-561-2123
Christel Ackland 815-561-2153

or
Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

to advertise on the Pet of the Week Page!

RTHS Dance (COURTESY PHOTOS)

Rochelle Lady Hub student-athletes earn RTHS and Interstate 8 awards during Friday banquet
The Rochelle Township High School dance team held its awards banquet at RTHS on Friday evening. Four RTHS student-athletes including Alessandra Bonilla 

(Honorable Mention), Audyn Kemp, Addison Stewart and Alayna Smardo (Honorable Mention) received Academic All-Conference honors from the Interstate 8 this 
season. Addison Stewart (right) was also named the Dancer of the Year Award winner.

From page 1

Behind a balanced of-
fensive attack and success 
off the dribble, Freeport 
took a 38-31 halftime lead 
over the Hubs, who fell 
further behind as their of-
fense went cold during the 
third quarter. The Pretzels 
continued attacking the 

basket, drawing enough 
fouls to enter the double 
bonus and convert shots 
at the free-throw line. 
Freeport guards Kazion 
Morehead and Dedric 
Macon sparked the Pretzel 
offense, with Morehead 
scoring 22 points and 
Macon adding 15 points.

Freeport carried a 61-

47 lead into the fourth 
quarter, where Lewis 
exploded for three more 
triples after being held in 
check over the second and 
third quarters. The junior 
guard led all players with 
26 points and led Rochelle 
back into the game, while 
freshman forward Brody 
Bruns and senior guard 

Eli Luxton put home key 
layups in the paint over 
the final minutes. 

Bruns and Luxton each 
had 10 points for the Hubs, 
while junior guard Elijah 
Harley added 12 points in-
cluding a pair of layups in 
the fourth quarter. Junior 
guard Cayden Moore had 
10 points and senior guard 

Jack Tracey finished with 
nine points to round out all 
scorers for Rochelle.

“It was important that 
we stood out there and 
watched Freeport take the 
trophy,” Thompson said. 
“I thought that burned our 
kids on the inside. We need 
two or three-sport athletes 
at Rochelle, but Freeport 

has mostly basketball 
players and we came 
really close to taking it 
from them tonight. If we 
can find more time to get 
work in on the basketball 
end, then we can take a 
huge leap... We need to 
get back to work and we’ll 
have tons of minutes to fill 
next year.”

HUBS: Rochelle’s season concludes in IHSA 3A Regional Finals

RMS Girls Basketball (PHOTOS BY ROBIN RETHWILL)

Rochelle Middle School seventh-graders concede home loss to Prairie Knolls in conference action
The Rochelle Middle School seventh-grade girls basketball team hosted Prairie Knolls in North Central Junior Conference action this past week, falling 45-11. Above, 

Jehan Jaradat (left) contests a shot and Elise Hardcastle (right) looks to steal the ball away from a Prairie Knolls player.
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Youth programs, schools 
and non-profit groups look 
to our businesses first when 
fundraising. These community-

minded businesses donate faithfully 
to local youth sports programs, 
community clubs, nonprofit groups 
and churches – just to name a few. 
Shouldn’t we look to those same 
businesses first when we need goods 
and services? Of course we should!

High rate of return. For every 
$100 spent in independently 
owned stores, $68 returns to the 
community through payroll, taxes 

and other expenditures. Online orders 
return absolutely nothing to Rochelle, 
IL.

Seeking health care in your 
hometown brings the comforts 
of receiving qualified care from 
people you know and trust. 

Whether it be a trip to the dentist, 
regular health care screenings, a visit 
to a specialist or an emergency, you 
need not travel. It’s all right here.

Banking with people who 
know you is a luxury found 
only in hometowns. You don’t 
have to show your ID every time 

you go in. You can get a loan from 
people who know you and understand 
your needs, whether it be money for 
your first car or to help your business 
grow. Local banks believe in the value 
of community members helping one 
another.

No one wants to have to make 
an insurance claim, but it’s 
painless when your agent is 
your neighbor. You don’t have 

to convince them that there was a hail 
storm, or that the wind nearly took your 
roof off. They know because they live 

here. Which do you want when you’ve 
had a bad day: A face-to-face meeting 
with your local agent, or a machine 
answering the phone at that big 
national insurer that advertises on TV?

Time is money. It’s simple math 
(especially when you figure in 
gas mileage.) Shopping locally 
can actually save you both time 

and money!

Customer service after 
the sale is invaluable. 
Local retailers not only take 
responsibility for the product 

they sold, they will often fix it or replace 
it – no questions asked. Appliances, 
furniture, computers and electronics 
sometimes have glitches. Would you 
rather box yours up, send it to who 
knows where, and wait six to eight 
weeks, or just go back to the nice guy 
that helped you when you bought it?

Keeping it local encourages 
community growth. By 
choosing to do business locally, 
you help maintain Rochelle’s 

diversity, charm and appeal; which 
attracts new community members.

One word: Jobs. When you do 
business of any kind in Rochelle, 
it creates and maintains jobs for 
others in our area . A healthy 

employment rate is the cornerstone of 
all economies.
How can you help the economy 
recover? Start at home.

Community Unity

9 Biggest  
Benefits

Of Shopping  
Rochelle First

1
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9
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3
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4
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

* FARM EQUIPMENT AUCTION *
After 70 years farming in the DeKalb County area, Ronald “Red” Jackson 
Farms have decided to sell following line of late model farm equipment, 
truck, trailers, tools and shop equipment, at Auction To The Highest Bidder 
at No Reserve, Located 3 miles south of  DeKalb, Illinois on Rt. 23 to Elva 
Road , then west 1 mile to farm. GPS address 9210 Elva Road, DeKalb, 
Illinois. 

Saturday, March 9th Starting at 9:30 a.m.
Farm Equipment * Truck * Trailers Selling at 12 Noon.
2007 Mack CHN613 Rawhide Edition Truck. One Owner, 187,500 
original miles. 460h.p. Mack E7 engine, Eaton Fuller 13 speed trans, 
Eaton Fuller Steer tires are new last year, all 8 drive tires new last year. 
2009 Wilson Commander hopper trailer. 40ft, 66” sides, standard 
hoppers with strap doors.
CIH 535 4 wheel drive Tractor.  2-Owner. Pre DEF tractor with only 3662 
hrs. 5 remotes, 14 rear suitcase weights, 710/70R-42 Michelin tires and 
duals, 
John Deere 8530 MFWA Tractor. 2-owner bought in 2010. Pre-DEF 
tractor with only 4610 hrs. Tractor is equipped with 3pt, JD quick hitch, Big 
1000 PTO, IVT trans, ILS front suspension, 4 remotes
John Deere 9770 STS Bullet Rotor Combine. 2-owner. Pre DEF 
Combine with only 3123 engine and 2442 separator hrs! Engine was 
overhauled at 1000 hours. Rear wheel assist,  JD Starfire 6000 receiver 
SF1 & JD 2600 monitor, good screen, no bubbles, Used for auto steer & 
mapping. 
Kinze 1050 Row Crop Harvest Commander Grain Cart. New bottom 
auger and drive lug in 2022. 2 Camera system, auger & rear, Good Shur-
Lok Roll tarp, 520/85R-38 tires and duals.
John Deere 1770 24 row Maxemerge Plus Conservation Vacumeter 
Planter. Percesion seed tubes, Planter has had main frame welding and 
repair. 
John Deere 612C Corn head. 12 row 30”, Hyd. Deck plates,   Sells with 
older JD Head cart. 
John Deere 635F platform, 35ft, Full finger auger, poly skids, Sells with 
EZ trail 672  Head Trailer.
CIH 940 Nutri Placer 60ft AA applicator. 24 knife, Boomer Jenner Bullet 
Twin coolers, set up for dual tanks, Raven SCS 4400 monitor, 24” coulters, 
18” dual notched closing disc, 
CIH 870 Ecolo-Tiger 9 shank Ripper. 24” spacing, 24” rear blade, 22” 
front blade, 12” space on disc gangs. 425/15R-22.5  super singles. Rear 
attachment is disc coulters and chopper reel.  
Landoll 876 Tilloll 40ft. Bolt on sweeps, 18” disc blades, 3 Bar Spike rear 
attachment. 
John Deere 856 12 row 30” row crop cultivator. Very good shape with 
the Easy adjust depth control for each row. Rolling shields, always stored 
inside. John Deere 400 flat fold 30ft Rotary hoe. John Deere 331 28ft 
wing disk, 24” cone blades, Strobel 4-box in line Seed Tender Trailer 
with front discharge auger w/ plastic flighting, Honda GX 270, 9h.p. electric 
start engine. Trailer is like new. 2011 PJ Gooseneck trailer. 20Ft long, 2ft. 
Beaver tail, fold-up or removable ramps. 
Woods 3180 Bat-wing mower. 15Ft, new blades. 540 PTO. Hutchinson 
10” 41ft auger. Electric motor, 3ph. Works fine. Just finished using.
Shop Equipment * Tools * Parts Selling at 9:30 a.m.
Tire machine; Hot water pressure washer; medium and light duty shelving. 
We will have several Hay racks full of hand tools, chains binders, cords, 
socket sets, long handle tools, jacks & other farm related tools & hardware 
items accumulated after 70 years of farming.
Auctioneers Note: Large Farm equipment sells at 12 Noon! **Live On-
line bidding will also be available through Equipment Facts. Terms: 
Cash, Check, Credit Cards w/ 3% convenient fee added. All Items Settled 
For On Auction Day. Announcements made sale day take precedence 
over all other advertisements made.   All sells at No Reserve!  Pre-Auction 
Viewing, 9am-4pm, March 7th & 8th. 
Almburg, Auctioneeing, Malta, Illinois. Andrew, Adam, Steve. Hickey 
Auctioneering, Steward, Illinois,  
*Andrew Almburg 815-739-3771. *Josh Hickey 815-739-1030.  *Steve 
Almburg 815-739-3703.

Jackson Farms & Trucking, owner

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-262-3900

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

04092023

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 

and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.” 

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn 
Care and Tree Work. 
Mowing, bushes, 
spring clean up, 
weeding and much 
more. Call Jeremy 
Furman 815-761-
9619. Please leave a 
message will return call 
ASAP. Fully insured, in 
business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 

holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Personal Assistant 
needed for 30 year old 
male with special needs 
for laundry, housework, 
errands & socialization. 
Call 815-988-6931.
(MR02282024)

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and 
Wood Signs, Milk 

Bottles & Local 
Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
d ickharms@hotmai l .
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin 
& iron toys, sterling 
silver, decoys. If it’s 
antique, I’m interested 
in looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or email 
d ickharms@hotmai l .
com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends 
on Weight of Roll. 
Available Monday-
Friday 815-562-4171 
(8AM-NOON ONLY) 
Rochelle News Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, which 
makes it illegal to 
advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

517 517 
WANTED TO RENTWANTED TO RENT

Senior, Widowed, Male
1-2 BR Apartment. 
Oregon or Mt. Morris. 
Non-Smoker. No Pets. 
Call 815-275-6239 
(RNL03032024)

Show& Sell

Browse
& Buy

All in the 
Classifieds!

Place an Ad:
Rochelle News-Leader

815-562-4171
Ogle County Life

815-732-2156

Subscribe:
Rochelle News-Leader
815-562-4171
Ogle County Life
815-732-2156
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Hackman • Tonia Holland

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson 
                Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

                  815-562-8787        www.jeffperrychevrolet.com

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S

F2
01

7

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
F2
02
2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

2023
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF

Pizza • Pastas 
Sandwiches • Salads and Lots More!

                  • Best Pizza • Pasta  
• Italian Restaurant  

• Appetizer/small plate  
  • Family Restaurant • Local Business

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2020

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2021

SINCE 1967

815.562.7300 
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up

1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL • vincespizzainrochelle.com

Ordering Online is 
easy when you use 

our QR Code!
We are Proud to Support 

the Rochelle Hubs!

H
U

BS
F

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

The Trusted Trucking Company of Many Local Distributors and Manufacturers.

 We Aim for On Time, Every Time!

Small or Big Construction Jobs, We Do Them All!

Queens Trucking & Construction Inc
322 Errett Road, Rochelle
815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

We were Voted Mid-West Truckers  
Association , Inc. Northern Region 

Trucking Company of the year 2022

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Fifteen members of the RTHS varsity football team were Interstate 8/Kishwaukee 
River All-Conference honorees this season. Twelve were First-Team honorees.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Fifteen members of the 
Rochelle Hub varsity football team brought 
home All-Conference recognition from the 
Interstate 8/Kishwaukee River Blue Divi-
sion coaches for the 2023 season. Twelve 
of the All-Conference honorees were First-
Team award winners, while three Rochelle 
student-athletes took home Honorable 
Mentions during the 2023 campaign.

Five Hub linemen received First-Team 
All-Conference honors in the fall. Those 
linemen include senior tackle Landon 
Mickley as well as junior line-
men Kaiden Morris, Colton 
Czekala, Ryan Senne and 
Jack Carmichael. Mickley 
concluded his career as a 
three-year varsity player and a 
two-year varsity starter at right 
tackle. Morris was named the 
I-8/KRC Lineman of the Year 
for the 2023 season, recording 
22 tackles and two sacks while starting all 
10 games at right guard.

Czekala took over as Rochelle’s starting 
center and filled a rotational role on the 
defensive line for the 2023 season, totaling 
seven tackles. Senne shined on the defen-
sive side of the ball, recording nine tackles 
with four tackles for loss and one blocked 
kick. Carmichael returned as Rochelle’s 
starting left guard this season and has now 
played two years on the varsity team.

First-Team All-Conference honorees at 
the skill positions include junior running 
back and free safety Grant Gensler as well 
as junior strong safety and wide receiver 
Elijah Harley. Gensler was an IHSFCA All-
State Honorable Mention in 2023, rushing 
for 1,085 yards and 12 scores on offense 

while totaling 39 tackles and one intercep-
tion on defense. Harley recorded 20 tackles 
and two pass breakups and hauled in nine 
catches for 140 yards and one touchdown. 

Freshman running back Dylan Manning 
earned First-Team All-Conference honors 
for the first time after rushing for 726 yards 
and 11 touchdowns. Junior quarterback 
Carson Lewis also received First-Team 
All-Conference honors for the first time, 
throwing for 634 yards and seven touch-
downs in his first season as a starter. Junior 
tight end and defensive end Jack Pavlak 
was named a First-Team All-Conference 
honoree after 10 tackles, four tackles for 

loss and one sack. 
Senior linebacker and tight 

end Brock Metzger led Ro-
chelle with 58 tackles while 
adding seven tackles for loss 
and two sacks to earn First-
Team All-Conference and 
I-8/KRC Defensive Player 
of the Year honors. Senior 
cornerback and wide receiver 

Tommy Tourdot led the Hubs with four 
interceptions and three pass breakups to 
take home First-Team All-Conference 
honors in 2023. 

Rochelle’s three All-Conference Honor-
able Mentions were junior lineman Alex 
Pemberton as well as sophomore running 
back Roman Villalobos and junior corner-
back Xavier Villalobos. Pemberton started 
at left tackle and played on the defensive 
line, totaling five tackles.

Roman Villalobos rushed for 546 yards 
and six touchdowns in his first varsity 
season. Xavier Villalobos concluded his 
second varsity season with 16 tackles on 
defense along with two interceptions, two 
forced fumbles and two fumble recoveries 
on defense.

Twelve Hubs earn I-8/
KRC First-Team honors


