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ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Public School 
Districts recently an-
nounced that four of their 
teachers have been recog-
nized as part of the “Those 
Who Excel” teacher rec-
ognition program through 
the Illinois State Board of 
Education. 

The four teachers hon-
ored this year are: Elemen-
tary District Language & 
Culture Coordinator Kim-
berly Lumzy, Stepping 
Stones Preschool Special 
Education Teacher Tif-
fany Siebrasse, Rochelle 
Middle School Physical 
Education Teacher Karen 
Anderson, and Rochelle 
Township High School 
Calculus Teacher Tim Hill.

The “Those Who Excel” 
program acknowledges ed-
ucators who have excelled 
in their craft as an educator 
and made a positive impact 
on the school community 
as a whole through their 
ongoing efforts on behalf 
of students. 

Lumzy
Lumzy has been recog-

nized by ISBE for Excel-
lence in Education. She 
works across the entire 
elementary school district 
as language & culture co-
ordinator.

Teachers recognized by ISBE’s Those Who Excel program
Lumzy, Siebrasse, Anderson and Hill recognized for impact on students

“Mrs. Lumzy’s contin-
ual efforts on behalf of the 
students and teachers in 
Rochelle District #231 is 
inspiring,” Central School 
Principal Justin Adolph 
said. “She is committed to 
providing the best educa-
tional experience for our 
students in the Dual Lan-
guage Immersion program 
all while continuing to 
support the experience of 
our students in the mono-
lingual program.”

Lumzy’s daily duties 
take her to all the buildings 
within the district. Whether 
it is a play-based learning 
project for the district’s 
youngest learners at Lin-
coln Elementary School or 
the continued rollout of the 

Dual Language Immersion 
program at the upper grade 
levels, Mrs. Lumzy is there 
to support and lead. 

“Mrs. Lumzy’s job re-
sponsibilities are far and 
wide, but put simply, she 
is there to do whatever 
needs to be done to sup-
port our students,” Celeste 
Canfield, district director 
of language services, said.

Siebrasse
Siebrasse, known to her 

students as Ms. Tiffany, 
is a high-needs special 
education teacher who has 
worked in the district’s 
preschool program for 
many years. 

“In the world of tiny 
triumphs and big chal-

lenges, Ms. Tiffany is an 
outstanding preschool 
special education teacher,” 
Stepping Stones Preschool 
Director Yazmin Nambo 
said. “With genuine care 
and expertise, she navi-
gates the unique needs of 
each child, creating a sup-
portive space where every 
small step forward is cel-
ebrated, fostering growth, 
and building a foundation 
for future success.”

Ms. Tiffany embraces 
a multidisciplinary ap-
proach to education. She 
offers not only lessons in 
ABCs or 123s, but a nur-
turing presence that fosters 
emotional growth. She is 
a gentle guide, a patient 
listener, and a source of 

comfort in moments of 
separation anxiety.  Her 
days are filled with wiping 
away tears, bandaging 
imaginary boo-boos and 
celebrating every small 
achievement. Through 
her caring presence and 
steady support, she ensures 
that her students flourish 
not only academically but 
also emotionally. 

From being one of the 
first teachers to arrive in 
the morning to greet Hub 
students to staying late to 
help other staff members 
as needed, Ms. Tiffany 
always goes above and 
beyond in her role as a 
teacher.  

See ISBE page 5

The four teachers honored this year are: Elementary District Language & Culture Coordinator Kimberly Lumzy, 
Stepping Stones Preschool Special Education Teacher Tiffany Siebrasse, Rochelle Middle School Physical 
Education Teacher Karen Anderson, and Rochelle Township High School Calculus Teacher Tim Hill.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Jan. 29, Carol Weidmann 
of Rochelle passed away at 
age 77. She leaves behind 
a legacy of education and 
theater work in the local 
community. 

After growing up in 
Chicago and the suburbs 
and obtaining her mas-
ter’s degree from Western 
Illinois University in En-
glish education in theater 
arts, Weidmann taught at 
Western’s campus pri-
mary school for several 
years. She then moved to 
town to work at Rochelle 
Township High School 
as an English teacher and 
director of theater. 

In her time at RTHS, 
Weidmann was selected 
to direct the Illinois High 
School Theater Festival 
All-State Performance 
and was awarded the 
Outstanding Contribution 
to Secondary Education 
by the Illinois Theater 
Association. 

Weidmann was one of 
the founding members of 
the Vince Carney Commu-
nity Theatre organization 
in Rochelle. 

See WEIDMANN pg 2

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At its 
monthly meeting Monday, 
the Flagg-Rochelle Com-
munity Park District Board 
of Commissioners unan-
imously approved a bid 
from Martin & Company 
Excavating for the removal 
of the competition track at 
Helms Field for $137,031.

The park district re-
ceived three other bids for 
the work and the Martin bid 
was the lowest. Other bids 
were $195,700, $248,596 
and $252,585. The work 
will include the removal of 
the existing track, jump pits 
and related fencing and the 
filling in of the areas with 
rock, dirt and seeding. The 
work will start immediate-
ly and be finished by the 
end of May, Park District 
Executive Director Jackee 
Ohlinger said.

See PARK page 4

Weidmann passes away at age 77
‘Carol trained us and taught us how to be that person...’

On Jan. 29, Carol Weidmann of Rochelle passed away at age 77. She leaves behind 
a legacy of education and theater work in the local community. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Helms track 
removal bid 
approved
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BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

POLO — Ogle County 

livestock farmer Brian 

Duncan of Polo was elect-

ed the new president of 

the Illinois Farm Bureau 

during the organization’s 

annual meeting in Chicago, 

Dec. 2-4. 
Duncan, who replaces 

the retiring Richard Gue-

bert Jr., previously served 

as the vice president of the 

IFB since 2017. He also 

served as president of the 

Ogle County Farm Bu-

reau (OCFB) from 2004-

2017, and on the American 

Farm Bureau Federation’s 

(AFBF) Swine Advisory 

Committee 2003-2006, 

National Pork Producers 

Council Price Discovery 

Task Force, Ogle County 

Pork Producers board of di-

rectors and the IFB Young 

Leaders Committee from 

1990-1994. He was the IFB 

Discussion Meet winner in 

1990 and Young Leader 

Achievement Award win-

ner in 1999.

“It’s an incredible hon-

or to have the trust of the 

delegates and members 

to serve in this position,” 

Duncan said. “We as an 

organization stand on the 

BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At its 

monthly meeting Tuesday, 

the Rochelle Elementary 

School District Board of 

Education held a public 

hearing concerning its 

intent to sell an amount 

not to exceed $10 million 

in school fire prevention 

and safety bonds in the fu-

ture for upcoming work at 

Tilton Elementary School.

The board plans to pur-

sue $14-16 million worth 

of needed renovations at 

the school after finding in 

a health life safety evalua-

tion that an estimated $7.8 

million worth of work is 

required at the school for 

those issues. Health life 

safety concerns the phys-

ical safety of the building 

for students and staff 

to occupy. The district 

plans to issue bonds for 

that money in the com-

ing months and wants to 

utilize an additional $6-8 

million from its reserves 

for other improvements 

involving security and 

spatial concerns including 

its pick up and drop off ar-

eas. The work will be done 

in a three-year plan, which 

would begin in 2024.

“We do not have a 

finalized dollar amount, 

BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

HILLCREST — At its 

monthly meeting Wednes-

day, the Hillcrest Village 

Board of Trustees discussed 

the bids it received for its 

priority 1A water main 

project that will take place 

this year.
Village Engineer Kaitlin 

Wright of Baxter & Wood-

man said Hillcrest received 

seven bids for the project, 

which plans to replace 

mains along the full length 

of Scott Avenue, parts of 

Errett Road and Erickson 

Road from Scott Avenue to 

Jeffrey Avenue, and parts of 

Jeffrey Avenue from Errett 

Road to Erickson Road. 

Those streets are in the 

southern and oldest part of 

the village.Elliott & Wood, 

Inc. was the low bidder at 

$1.037 million. The project 

was estimated to cost $2.4 

million. Hillcrest is eligible 

for an IEPA loan for the 

project and 50 percent loan 

forgiveness.

See HILLCREST pg 3

Public hearing held on bond sales

Personnel changes approved during Tuesday meeting

At its monthly meeting Tuesday, the Rochelle Elementary School District Board 

of Education held a public hearing concerning its intent to sell an amount not to 

exceed $10 million in school fire prevention and safety bonds in the future for 

upcoming work at Tilton Elementary School.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

so that’s why it’s not to 

exceed $10 million,” Su-

perintendent Jason Harper 

said. “We have yet to 

officially sell the bonds. 

This public hearing gives 

us a long window of time 

to be able to actually do 

that. This is the process 

towards the eventual act 

of going out and securing 

those funds. That will 

take place in the coming 

months. We are still get-

ting firm numbers on what 

it will cost. Now that the 

board is going through 

the process, we’re still 

waiting on architects and 

engineers to come back 

with more firm estimates 

on the project concepts 

we’ve been reviewing.”

Harper said numbers 

will not be finalized until 

the district goes out to bid 

for the work, which will 

address health life safety 

issues and the potential 

plans relating to the ex-

pansion of Tilton School’s 

footprint.

The board heard a 

presentation last month 

on the district’s bond 

and debt service review 

from Bob Lewis of PMA 

Securities relating to the 

borrowing for the Tilton 

work. The district has 

submitted for approval 

from the state to borrow 

bonds for the work. Lewis 

said the current municipal 

bond market is good for 

borrowing.

See SCHOOL page 2

Water main 

bid under 

estimate

Duncan elected as new president of Illinois Farm Bureau

‘It’s an incredible honor to have the trust of the delegates and members’

Ogle County livestock farmer Brian Duncan of Polo was elected the new president of the Illinois Farm Bureau 

during the organization’s annual meeting in Chicago, Dec. 2-4. 

shoulders of giants. The 

people who founded this 

organization and have led 

throughout the years have 

left big shoes to fill. I’m ex-

cited about the challenges 

and the opportunities that 

will no doubt come before 

us in agriculture and as an 

organization.”

Duncan called the IFB’s 

work “incredibly import-

ant” for not just its mem-

bers, but for agriculture 

as a whole. He said he’s 

looking forward to work-

ing with the IFB board 

of directors and team in 

Bloomington, county farm 

bureaus and members to 

find solutions to problems 

facing agriculture, along 

with meeting challenges 

and seizing opportunities. 

The experience of 

serving as vice president 

was “very rewarding” for 

Duncan. 
“I was very much hands 

on with the members and 

county farm bureaus and I 

listened to and helped them 

craft policy positions,” 

Duncan said. 

See DUNCAN page 4

(PHOTO BY CATRINA RAWSON)
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A look back at some of the top Rochelle 
News-Leader stories of the past year

2023

BY JEFF HELFRICHMANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At 
its Dec. 11 meeting, the 
Rochelle City Council 
approved an engineering 
agreement with Keith 
Engineering Design for 
$115,070 for an expansion 
of the solar plant at the 
Rochelle Municipal Utili-ties wastewater treatment 

plant.
The solar plant was 

originally constructed in 
2014 at a cost of around 
$1 million with a $500,000 
grant and was designed 
with the ability to double 
the existing footprint. Part 
of the design process for 
the second half will include 
pursuing grant opportuni-ties to offset capital costs. RMU Superintendent 

of Water/Water Reclama-tion Adam Lanning the 
most recent cost estimate 
he saw for construction of 
the new portion was about 
$1.5 million for construc-tion. He said there are 

“quite a few” incentives 
and grant opportunities 
for solar projects through 
the state.

The January through 
June Year in Review ap-peared in the Sunday, Dec. 

31 edition of the Rochelle 
News-Leader. 

July
Sunday, July 2ROCHELLE — On 

Friday, June 23, a ribbon 
cutting ceremony was held 
for Chicagoland Skydiving 
Center’s new rooftop solar 
array. 

Speakers at the event 
included CSC CEO/Pres-ident Doug Smith, Mayor 

John Bearrows and Verde 
Solutions Founder/CEO 
Christopher Gersch. The 
solar array includes 382 
48-watt panel modules and 
covers both the CSC hangar 
and office building. Over the 30-year lifespan 

of the solar array, CSC will 
produce 6,230,045 kWh of 
electricity which will save 
it over $750,000 in energy 
costs based on the value of 
the dollar in 2023. That’s 
equivalent to 6.2 million 
gallons of gasoline, 55,366 
metric tons of CO2, 62 
million pounds of coal, 
and 915,418 tree seedlings 
grown for 10 years. Smith said bringing the City signs engineering agreement to expand 

solar field at wastewater treatment plant

Expansion will double existing footprint, current field saves city $30,000 per year

At its Dec. 11 meeting, the Rochelle City Council approved an engineering agreement with Keith Engineering 

Design for $115,070 for an expansion of the solar plant at the Rochelle Municipal Utilities wastewater 

treatment plant.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

“We haven’t gotten into 
searching for grants yet,” 
Lanning said. “Before 
construction ever gets ap-proved, we’ll demonstrate 

to the council on how long 
it will take for the solar 
panels to pay back the 
cost of the project through 
power savings.” 

City Manager Jeff Fie-genschuh has a desire 
for the city to shave the 
amount of power that 
RMU has to purchase off 

the market, which addi-tional solar panels will 
help with. 

See SOLAR page 2

On Friday, June 23, a ribbon cutting ceremony was held for Chicagoland Skydiving Center’s new rooftop solar 

array. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

solar array to fruition was 
“a long process” and its 
completion is something 
CSC is proud of. It is the first 
solar-powered skydiving op-eration on the planet, he said. “We have a 20,000 square-

foot facility out in farm fields 
and I wanted to give it a 
shot,” Smith said. “There 
were a lot of hurdles on the 
commercial side. There’s 
never been a commercial 
solar project in this town. 

The city was really a partner 
in this whole thing and I do 
thank them for everything 
they did. Verde Solutions, 
our contractor, made it super 
simple. It’s a point of pride 
for me that we’re doing 

what we’re doing and we’re 
already seeing the results of 
it on the savings side. Our 
consumption is way down 
and we’re saving money.”

See page 8

01032024

DeKalb’s 1st Cannabis Dispensary
Flower | Pre-Rolls 
Edibles | Vapes Concentrates Tinctures Topicals

Veteran, Women, Minority & RN Owned and Operated

Veteran, Women, Minority & RN Owned and Operated
305 E. Locust Street, DeKalb | 815-421-3501 

excelleaf.com | Instagram | Facebook

Mon-Sat 9-9 & Sun 10-6

Promoting Healing, Community, Quality.

Daily Specials

Daily Specials

Loyalty Program

Loyalty Program

DiscountsDiscounts

Yes, please start or renew my subscription!

Enclosed is my $______ check for the option marked below. 

       12-Month Subscription for $120.00

Name: __________________________

Phone: __________________________

Address: _________________________

Email: ___________________________
Offer expires on February 28, 2024

Mail form & check to: P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068 or drop off and pay at 211 Hwy 38 E, Rochelle, IL

R
N

LS
U

B

From page 1

The original group de-
sired a community theater 
organization in the area 
other than for kids in 
high school. Weidmann 
directed VCCT’s first 
production on the floor 
of the Central Elemen-
tary School gymnasium, 
VCCT Board Member 
Dianne Jenner said. 

“My daughter was in 
grade school at the time 
and I took her to see the 
show,” Jenner said. “My 
daughter wanted to join it, 
and I said sure. We both 
joined. My daughter was 
in their next show. From 
then on, it was just a fun 
thing I enjoyed doing. I 
did theater in high school. 
A lot of it was backstage 
work, sometimes it was on 
stage. Carol was always 

there. She wasn’t always 
directing, but she was the 
expert we always went 
to if we had a question. 
I was thinking the other 
day about working with 
her over the years. When 
we were on stage, we were 
always trying to pretend to 
be someone else. But Car-
ol trained us and taught 
us how to be that person. 
That was her talent. We 
all loved her for it.”

Weidmann’s dream for 
VCCT, besides giving 
the community art and 
theater it didn’t have, was 
developing a home for the 
organization, Jenner said. 
She got to see that dream 
realized in August 2021, 
when VCCT held its first 
show at the Lincoln Arts 
Center, the renovated for-
mer Lincoln Elementary 
School building. 

WEIDMANN: Longtime RTHS teacher and theater director passes away
Before the Lincoln 

Arts Center, VCCT per-
formed all over town in 
gymnasiums, taverns, 
and the now-torn down 
Hickory Grove facility. 
The organization worked 
through COVID-19 to 
get its new home into 
performing shape. 

“Thank goodness Car-
ol was healthy enough to 
see it,” Jenner said. “She 
was there when it was 
finished after COVID-19 
and we could actually 
perform in a theater of 
our own. She got to see it. 
That just makes my heart 
feel so good, that she was 
around when we opened 
it. She directed “Our 
Town” as her last show. 
She always loved that 
show and people came 
out and watched it and 
loved it. She performed in 
“Four Old Broads” at the 
first show in the Lincoln 
Arts Center. Carol, Jane 
Prunty, myself and Sally 
Sawicki performed in that 
as the oldest members 
of VCCT. It absolutely 
broke our hearts when 
we heard that Carol was 
ill. She’ll be in our hearts 

forever.”
Jenner said that in her 

experiences with Weid-
mann, she would spend 
time doing things like 
helping actors change 
costumes backstage as 
much as she spent time 
directing.

“She was willing to 

do everything to get a 
production up,” Jenner 
said, “She was a dedicated 
theater person. When she 
was directing, we’d have 
a good time, but Carol was 
all business. She knew 
what she wanted and she 
worked us until she got it. 
But it wasn’t in a way that 

turned us off. We enjoyed 
her expertise. That’s just 
the kind of person she 
was. She could laugh and 
have a good time with us 
just as well as she could 
be a hard-nosed director. 
She did what she had to 
do and always got it done 
well.”

In her time at RTHS, Carol Weidmann was selected to direct the Illinois High 
School Theater Festival All-State Performance and was awarded the Outstanding 
Contribution to Secondary Education by the Illinois Theater Association. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

OREGON — In a Feb. 
16 press release, Ogle 
County State’s Attorney 
Mike Rock announced 
that on Feb. 16, James 
S. Clevenger III, 61, of 
Oregon, was found guilty 
of six counts of criminal 
sexual assault and one 
count of domestic battery 

by the Honorable Judge 
John B. Roe after a bench 
trial.

In June of 2021, the Or-
egon Police Department 
investigated a domestic 
battery complaint made 
by a minor female against 
the defendant. The inves-
tigation revealed that the 

defendant had also sex-
ually assaulted the same 
minor in 2021. 

The case was reviewed 
by the Ogle County State’s 
Attorney’s Office and 
charges were authorized. 

A post-trial status date 
was set for March 13 at 
3 p.m.

Oregon man found guilty of six 
counts of criminal sexual assault

James S. Clevenger III

PEORIA — Nearly 
1,850 students were 
named to Bradley Uni-
versity’s dean’s list for 

fall 2023. To be eligible 
for the dean’s list, a 
student must achieve a 
minimum 3.5 grade point 

average for the semester 
on a 4.0 scale. 

Local students named 
to the list from Rochelle 

included Kaylee Brown, 
Jace Whitehead, Sophia 
Rocha, Isabella Nauman, 
and Paul Swartz.

Five from Rochelle make Bradley University fall 2023 dean’s list
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Bar/Restaurant
Ralphie and Lulu’s
812 Main St., Ashton

815-453-2103

Community Building
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Building
Hourly, daily rentals for 

your event
815-973-8397

Funeral Home
Beverage Lyons Funeral 

Home
601 Richardson Ave., 
Ashton, 815-453-2441 
beveragefamilyfh.com 

Insurance
Bradford Victor-Adams 

Mutual Insurance 
Company

120 W. South St., Franklin 
Grove

815-456-2334

Public Library
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

BAR
GRILL&

1/2
OFF! BO!

GO!

Beverage Lyons 
Funeral Home
601 Richardson Ave., Ashton

815-453-2441
beveragefamilyfh.com

Mills and Petrie 
Memorial Library

704 First Street
815-453-2213

Rylie Eaton-Anderson (cheerleading) and Claire Freeman (basketball) were 
recently named the Ashton-Franklin Center High School Raiders of the Week on 
Feb. 15.  “These two ladies demonstrated exceptional citizenship, kindness, and 
responsibility,” a district Facebook post said. “Rylie has been in cheer, and Claire 

has been in volleyball and now basketball. While we are proud of their accom-
plishments in athletics and activities, the character of these two ladies is where 

their lights truly shine. They consistently lead by example and can always be seen 
with a smile on their faces! Congratulations, Rylie and Claire!” The weekly award 
is made possible by sponsors Rev on 38, New Creations Constructions, Mimini’s 

General Store, Ralphie & LuLu’s, Hueber Feeds, The Huddle Café, tmg designs and 
the AFC Athletic Boosters. 

Eaton-Anderson, Freeman named 
AFC Raiders of the Week

Stone, Schwarz named 
AFC Raiders of the Week

Lauren Stone (academic bowl) and Alexis Schwarz (girls basketball) were recent-
ly named the Ashton-Franklin Center High School Raiders of the Week. “Lauren 

has been absolutely rocking Academic Bowl!” a district Facebook post said. “She 
is consistent, a fantastic team player, and a great positive voice for everyone on 
the team. Alexis has been dominant on the basketball court the past few weeks. 

She is the definition of hustle and grit, and if there is a loose ball you can bet 
she’s diving for it. We are so proud of both of these ladies and the way they carry 

themselves both at school and beyond.” The weekly award is made possible by 
sponsors Rev on 38, New Creations Constructions, Mimini’s General Store, Ral-

phie & LuLu’s, Hueber Feeds, The Huddle Café, tmg designs and the AFC Athletic 
Boosters. 

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

At the Illinois Meats Series at Eickman’s Processing on Saturday, Feb. 3, 
Ashton-Franklin Center High School’s Kate Viall placed sixth in the Section 2 

FFA Meats Judging Career Development Event. She also placed eighth in placings 
and 10th in questions for the series. 

Viall places sixth at Section 2 FFA Event

(COURTESY PHOTO)

LEE COUNTY – The 
Lee County Sheriff’s Office 
today announced it made 
one driving under the influ-
ence arrest and issued seven 
seat belt citations during the 
recent Super Bowl enforce-
ment campaign. Deputies 
also issued three speeding 
citations, five distracted 
driving citations, two driv-
ing while license suspended 
citations, seven citations for 
other moving violations and 
one criminal arrest.

The Super Bowl week-
end “Drive Sober or Get 
Pulled Over” and “Click 
It or Ticket” enforcement 
effort ran from Friday, 
Feb. 10, through the early 
morning hours of Monday, 
Feb. 13. The goal was to 
keep impaired drivers off 
the roads and ensure more 
people buckle up and follow 
all traffic safety laws.

“Motorists should un-
derstand that we are serious 
about cracking down on 

impaired drivers and seat 
belt and other traffic safety 
law violators. We do it to 
save lives,” Chief Deputy 
Ranken said.

The recent law enforce-
ment campaign was made 
possible by federal highway 
safety funds administered 
by the Illinois Department 
of Transportation as part 
of the statewide “Drive 
Sober or Get Pulled Over” 
and “Click It or Ticket” 
campaigns.

Lee County Sheriff’s Office announces Super 
Bowl weekend enforcement results

(COURTESY PHOTO)

The Ashton-Franklin Center School District recently congratulated all of its Junior 
High Spelling Bee participants. The 2024 AFC Junior High Spelling Bee winner 

was Kara W. Seth was the runner up in the Spelling Bee. Kara will move on to the 
Regional Spelling Bee in Dixon on Feb. 22.

AFC Junior High Spelling Bee winners named
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HOW TO CONTACT US

News-Leader Main Switchboard (815) 562-4171

General Manager 
Tonja Greenfield   (815) 561-2124

Newsroom Staff 
Jeff Helfrich, Managing Editor (815) 561-2151 
Russ Hodges, Sports  (815) 561-2152

To Place a Display Ad
Andrew Heiserman  (815) 561-2123
Chris Ackland   (815) 561-2153 

To Place a Legal Ad
Mike Feltes   (815) 561-2124

To Place a Classified Ad
Andrew Heiserman  (815) 561-2123
Chris Ackland   (815) 561-2153

Subscriptions and Delivery
Kelly White   (815) 562-4171

Call (815) 561-2112 or
Visit our website at

www.rochellenews-leader.com

211 IL Route 38 East, Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-4171

IN-COUNTY REGULAR SUBSCRIPTION RATES
• $139.99 for one year • $79 for six months

• $34.99 for three months • $13.99 for one month

USPS (467-820)  ISSN (1075-2811)
Published every Wednesday and Sunday by Rochelle News-
papers Inc. at 211 E. State Route 38, Rochelle, IL 61068. 
Periodical postage paid at Rochelle, IL 61068. Postmaster send 
address changes to the Rochelle News-Leader, P.O. Box 46, 
Rochelle, IL 61068. Subscription rates are $139.99 per year by 
mail in Ogle County. Outside county rate is $149.99 per year. 
No mail delivery in newspaper-carrier serviced areas. The 
circulation department  is  open  Monday through Friday  from 
8 a.m.  to  5 p.m. If you are a carrier subscriber and your paper 
does not arrive, contact Kelly White at 561-2112.

Any arrests listed 
in this paper are 
merely charges and 
the defendants are 
presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in 
a court of law.
Please note that 
all police reports 
received from the 

Rochelle Police, the 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 
Illinois State Police, will 
be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit 
particular reports will 
not be considered or 
honored at any time.

Report policy

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

Business Spotlight
Support Community    Shop Local&

To be included, contact Chris Ackland at 815-561-2153  
or Andrew Heiserman at 815-561-2123

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020
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“The intent is for it to 
have early seeding for it 
to be able to be used later 
in the summer and fall for 
Rochelle Junior Tackle as 
best we can,” Ohlinger said.

The awarded bid does 
include alternate numbers 
for the removal of more 
fencing from the interior 
part of the park if the park 
district decides to go in that 
direction.

Grant
The Helms Field track 

removal is part of a larger 
project the park district is 
moving towards at Helms 
Park as it is changed to 
more of a park district use. 
The grounds were acquired 
by the park district in 2002 
after they were no longer 
utilized by Rochelle Town-
ship High School. The park 
district’s capital committee 
recently met and talked 
about larger changes to 
Helms Park. 

Public meetings have 
been held recently on the 
project to solicit feedback. 
The park district circulated 
a survey locally on what 
the community would like 
to see at the site, which 
received around 700 re-
sponses. 

The concept plan for the 
site includes the football, 
baseball and softball fields 
remaining with continued 
enhancements, a fitness 

area on the southern corner 
of the property near The 
REC Center, a multi-sport 
court with a rubber surface 
for soccer, volleyball and 
basketball, a universal 
play space, a skate park 
on the northeast corner of 
the property, tennis courts 
and pickleball courts, a 
pavilion and restrooms, 
new parking, batting cages, 
a walking path and green 
space. The plans are not yet 
finalized.

The park district re-
cently submitted an Open 
Space Lands Acquisition 
Development (OSLAD) 
grant application for the 
project for matching funds 
of $600,000, but was noti-
fied recently that it will not 
be receiving those funds. 
Ohlinger has said in the 
past that the grant funds 
would impact the project’s 
scope, size, and timeline, 
but the park district wasn’t 
counting on the funds for 
the project and would be 
able to do it without them.

Board President Tim 
Hayden asked the board 
Monday to think about pri-
orities and spending for the 
project after the news of the 
grant status. In recent years, 
the park district utilized 
OSLAD grant funding for 
its Spring Lake renovation 
project.

“The board needs to give 
some thought to what we’re 
going to spend at Helms 
as an overall budget and 

what’s most important, as 
we’re not going to have the 
same matching dollars that 
we had at Spring Lake,” 
Hayden said. “While a 
bunch of the stuff that we’re 
talking about doing still 
needs to be done, we need 
to then maybe decipher 
through a few of the ‘wants’ 
and balance those things 
out. That will be a topic and 
think about bringing some 
feedback on what you think 
is most important.”

Numbers
In 2022, The REC Cen-

ter saw about 99,800 swipes 
of members and drop-in 
users. That number in 2023 
increased to about 111,000, 
Ohlinger said.

“That doesn’t include 
our programs, travel bas-
ketball games and practic-
es, Rotary meetings, any 
fitness classes or swim 
lessons,” Ohlinger said. 
“That’s just member and 
drop-in usage. That number 
would be doubled or tripled 
if you include everything 
that we do in this building. 
It was a busy year for us.”

In a report presented 
to the board on Monday, 
Ohlinger also said that the 
busiest hours during the 
week at The REC for mem-
ber usage are from 7-9 a.m. 
and from 3-5 p.m.

The REC currently has 
about 370 fitness-only 
members and had about 288 
last year at this time.

PARK: Ohlinger discusses growing 
REC Center swipe numbers

The park district received three other bids for the work and the Martin bid was 
the lowest. Other bids were $195,700, $248,596 and $252,585. The work will start 
immediately and be finished by the end of May, Park District Executive Director 
Jackee Ohlinger said.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Join us for a Celebration of Life 
Gathering for Chris Hildreth at 

Holiday Inn Express, Rochelle on  
Saturday, March 2 from 5-8 P.M. 

SILER CITY, N.C. — 
Ray Neal Cockrum, 88, of 
Siler City, went home to be 
with his Lord and savior 
on Sunday, February 11th, 
2024.

He was born in Mis-
sissippi County, AR, on 
March 28th, 1935, to Al-
bert Lee Cockrum and 
Addie Keel Cockrum. He 
is preceded in death by his 
parents; five brothers, Lo-
ren Cockrum of California, 
George W. Cockrum of 
Oregon, Hubert Cockrum 
of Oregon, Ted Cockrum 
of Oklahoma, and Joe 
Cockrum of California; six 
sisters, Geraldine Jackson 
of Arkansas, Bessie Phil-
lips of Arkansas, Reba 
Evans of Arkansas, Phyllis 
Neinhaus of Washington 
State, Wilma Stinnett of 
California, and Eula Lam-

bert of Illinois.
He is survived by his 

wife of 47 years, Rebecca 
Bunger Cockrum; two 
sons, Danny Ray Cockrum 
of Chrisney, IN and James 
P. Cockrum of Siler City; 
two daughters, Wanda 
Young of Rockport, IN, 
and Carol Caldwell of 
Grandview, IN.  He is 
also survived by numer-
ous grandchildren, great 
grandchildren, and nieces 
and nephews.  

Ray loved and enjoyed 
the simple things, loved his 
family, making candles, 
and camping and traveling. 
He was a very humble man 
and had a lot of love and re-
spect for his mother-in-law, 
Laura Bunger. Ray worked 
for various textile mills 
including Caron Interna-
tional Yarn in Rochelle, 

IL, London, KY, and Siler 
City, NC. Ray also served 
in the United States Army.

A memorial graveside 
will be held at a later date 
in Rochelle, Illinois. In lieu 
of flowers, memorials can 
be made to the Western 
Chatham Food Bank, PO 
Box 254, Siler City, NC 
27344. Smith & Buckner 
Funeral Home is serving 
the Cockrum family. On-
line Condolences may be 
made at www.smithbuck-
nerfh.com

OBITUARIES

Ray Neal Cockrum

ROCHELLE — On 
Feb. 14, James E. Reints, 
87, of Rochelle was cited 
for improper lane usage. He 
signed a promise to comply 
and was given a March 15 
Rochelle court date. 

On Feb. 15, Sabrina C. 
Rinn, 29, of Rochelle was 
arrested on an outstanding 
Ogle County warrant. She 
paid $376 and was released. 

On Feb. 15 at 9:05 p.m. 
a 17-year-old juvenile of 
Rochelle was arrested for 

aggravated battery and 
transferred. 

On Feb. 16 at 12:13 
p.m. Brian E. Young, 50, of 
Chana was cited for no valid 
registration. He signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a March 15 Rochelle 
court date. 

On Feb. 16 at 4:03 p.m. 
Eloy Cervantes, 42, of Ro-
chelle was cited for speed-
ing 72 miles per hour in a 
55 miles per hour zone. He 
signed a promise to comply 

ROCHELLE POLICE DEPARTMENT
and was given a March 15 
Rochelle court date. 

On Feb. 16 at 4:51 
p.m. Robert J. McCrory, 
52, of Rochelle was cited 
for speeding 60 miles per 
hour in a 40 miles per hour 
zone. He signed a promise 
to comply and was given a 
March 15 Rochelle court 
date. 

On Feb. 17 at 8:52 a.m. 
Leonardo R. Montalvo Jr., 
26, of Creston was arrested 
for no valid driver’s license 
and cited for speeding 63 
miles per hour in a 40 miles 
per hour zone. He was re-
leased on a notice to appear 
with a March 15 Rochelle 
court date.

ISABELLA, M.O. 
— A viewing for Florene 
Harrolle, 86, of Isabella, 
MO was held February 
19, 2024, at Clinking-
beard Funeral Home in 
Gainesville, MO. Florene 
passed away February 
15 at Mercy Hospital in 
Springfield, MO. Florene 
was born January 29, 
1938, in Squires, MO, 
and was the youngest of 
11 siblings. She married 
her husband of 71 years, 
Richard (Dick) Harrolle, 
on January 9, 1953. Along 

with her husband, she is 
survived by two children: 
Marie Klass of Theodosia, 
MO and Rich Harrolle 
of Isabella; four grand-
children: Chad and wife 
Angie Harrolle, Tanya 
(Harrolle) Cox and hus-
band Neil, Dustin Harrolle 
and wife Heather, and 
Chet Harrolle; and 11 
great grandchildren. She 
is also survived by one 
sister, Frances Wilhite, of 
Boise, ID and many nieces 
and nephews. Florene was 
a homemaker most of her 

years in Rochelle but was 
also employed at Rochelle 
Printing and later worked 
alongside her husband, 
Dick at Maple Lanes in 
Rochelle for several years. 
She will be greatly missed.

Florence Harrolle
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ROCHELLE – Fehr 
Graham, a leading Mid-
west engineering and 
environmental firm, an-
nounced the promotion 
of Mack Llanas to staff 
engineer.

Llanas, a former Fehr 
Graham intern, joined the 
firm full-time in 2022. 
He specializes in local 

roadway, site design, 
industrial rail and pub-
lic utility designs. His 
role has shifted from a 
task-based position to 
comprehensive project 
management. He takes 
ownership of projects 
and works closely with 
project managers for 
guidance. Llanas, who 

works in the firm’s Ro-
chelle office, also serves 
as a mentor for engineer-
ing and CAD technicians, 
helping foster their pro-
fessional development. 

Llanas graduated with 
a bachelor’s degree in 
mechanical engineering 
from the University of 
Tennessee-Martin. 

Llanas promoted to staff engineer 

ROCHELLE – Resi-
dents living in and around 
the Rochelle area can 
learn about their risk for 
cardiovascular disease, 
osteoporosis, diabetes 
and other chronic, serious 
conditions with afford-
able screenings by Life 
Line Screening. Calvary 
Lighthouse Church will 
host this community 
event on March 5. The 
site is located at 14409 

E. Hemstock Road in 
Rochelle.

Screenings can check 
for:

The level of plaque 
buildup in your arter-
ies, related to risk for 
cardiovascular disease, 
stroke and overall vas-
cular health. HDL and 
LDL Cholesterol levels. 
Diabetes risk. Kidney 
and thyroid function, and 
more.

Screenings are afford-
able and convenient.  Free 
parking is also available.  

Special package pric-
ing starts at $159, but 
consultants will work 
with you to create a pack-
age that is right for you 
based on your age and risk 
factors.  Call 1-877-237-
1287 or visit our website 
at www.lifelinescreening.
com.  Pre-registration is 
required.

ROCHELLE — As 
part of our plan for the 
year at the museum we’ll 
be celebrating birthdays 
all year long. In February 
and March we celebrate the 
233rd birthday of the Bill of 
Rights, with an exhibit in 
our Cabinet of Curiosities, 

Freedom of Faith, Places of 
Worship in Rochelle. 

The Bill of Rights is the 
first 10 Amendments to the 
Constitution, spelling out 
Americans’ rights in rela-
tion to their government. It 
guarantees civil rights and 
liberties to the individual 

— like freedom of speech, 
press, and religion, protect-
ing the right to religious 
beliefs and practices.

The Freedom of Faith, 
Places of Worship in Ro-
chelle exhibit recognizes 
many of our places of wor-
ship, some that date back 

to the 1850s. A reception 
with refreshments will 
be held on Feb. 24 from 
1-4 p.m. at the museum. 
We hope to celebrate many 
birthdays during 2023 
including Rochelle banks, 
schools, and people. 

If you have informa-

tion or artifacts or stories 
about any of these topics 
give us a call (815 562-
3040), email (hubhisto-
ry@gmail.com), or come 
visit. The museum is open 
Thursday through Sunday 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
The mission of the Flagg 

Township Historical So-
ciety and Museum is to 
stimulate interest in Flagg 
Township history through 
education, research, col-
lection and preservation of 
information for the benefit 
of the public of today and 
in the future.

Affordable health screenings coming to Rochelle  

Flagg Township Museum hosting Freedom of Faith exhibit reception
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She is an active member 
of the school community 
and has demonstrated her 
dedication to students’ 
success regardless of what 
challenges are thrown 
their way.  She possesses 
a unique talent for con-
necting with students and 
collaborating with other 
professionals, making ev-
eryone feel valued and 
heard.

Anderson
Mrs. Karen Anderson 

is a sixth grade physical 
education teacher. She has 
dedicated over 30 years 
of experience primarily in 
Rochelle District #231

“Mrs. Anderson has 
dedicated herself to fos-
tering a love of physical 
education and the wellness 
of her students,” Rochelle 
Middle School Principal 
Jordan Young said. “Her 
classes are a welcoming 
blend of physical education 
activities that are fun and 
engaging for her students. 
What sets Mrs. Anderson 
apart is her genuine advo-
cacy for the wellbeing of 
not only her students but all 
students at Rochelle Mid-
dle School. Whether it is 
creating modified activities 
or offering extra support 
and words of encourage-
ment, her dedication to 
the equity of her students 
is commendable.”

Anderson is not only 

a PE teacher at RMS, 
but also gives her time 
and leadership to various 
committees that guide the 
school.  One particular 
area that she excels is her 
advocacy for the social 
emotional wellbeing of 
the students. Karen serves 
on the advisory planning 
committee that creates 
social emotional lessons 
based on students’ needs.  
She is a leader in sharing 
ideas, creating lessons and 
sharing with all staff for the 
benefit of all students.

“One of Mrs. Ander-
son’s most outstanding 
qualities is her dedication 
to putting students first,” 
Rochelle Middle School 
Assistant Principal Katie 
Smith said. “She creates 
a safe and inclusive envi-
ronment in her classroom, 
where every student feels 
valued, respected and 
motivated to learn. Her 
compassionate approach 
to education fosters a love 
for learning among her 
students.”

Anderson’s leadership 
extends to mentoring stu-
dent teachers and practi-
cum students quite often.  
She serves as a physical 
education chairperson for 
the district and has led 
the physical education 
department in the switch 
to standards-based grad-
ing.  She also serves on 
various committees in 
the building to help guide 
continual growth.  Kar-

ISBE: Four Rochelle school teachers honored by state board of education

en possesses that unique 
ability to create a positive 
and inclusive environment 
where students feel valued 
and encouraged. 

Hill
RTHS’s Hill has been 

recognized by Those Who 
Excel Awards with the 
Award of Meritorious 
Service, which acknowl-
edges educators who have 
connected with their school 
community and made a 
positive impact. Hill as 
taught at RTHS for 16 
years.

“Tim is an exemplary 
educator whose dedication 
to his students and his 
commitment to excellent 
education are truly remark-
able,” RTHS Principal Dr. 
Chris Lewis said. “He goes 
above and beyond to pro-
vide additional support and 
resources to ensure every 
student reaches their full 
potential. His willingness 
to hold extra tutoring ses-
sions, provide comprehen-
sive study materials, and 
offer online personalized 
guidance has positively im-
pacted countless students’ 

achievements.”
Hill has successfully 

guided numerous students 
to some of the country’s 
most prestigious univer-
sities, including Cornell, 
University of Illinois, 
Northwestern, Stanford, 
United States Air Force 
Academy, CalTech, MIT, 
Washington University, 
Notre Dame, University 
of Chicago, and Emb-
ry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University. Many of these 
students have returned to 
express how well-prepared 
they felt for these elite 

institutions, attributing 
their success to Mr. Hill’s 
guidance and his rigorous 
AP calculus classes.

Beyond elite math stu-
dents, a major aspect of Mr. 
Hill’s impact on students 
and RTHS is that he not 
only pushes the most gift-
ed math students, but he 
also connects with those 
students who struggle to 
master college-level math 
skills and content. Regard-
less of where students fit, 
students know Mr. Hill 
will be there for them day 
or night. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
The “Those Who Excel” program acknowledges educators who have excelled in their craft as an educator and 
made a positive impact on the school community as a whole through their ongoing efforts on behalf of 
students. 

DENNY LEIFHEIT

NORTHERN ILLINOIS CARRY
CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

Feb. 24 & 25 ..Concealed Carry/Home Defense Course 8am-4pm Both Days
March 9 ................................. IL Concelead Carry Permit Renewal 8am-11am
March 23 & 24 ......Concealed Carry/Home Defense Course 8am-4pm Both Days
April 13 ................................. IL Concealed Carry Permit Renewal 8am-11am
April 20 .................................................... NRA Basic Pistol Course 8am-4pm
April 21 .................................................... Introduction to Handguns 9am-1pm

Private Concealed Carry/Home Defense classes can be arranged  
but a minimum of 5 students is required.

We are offering “Countering The Mass Shooter Threat” classes which are designed for every 
House of Worship, School, Business and Family. Please contact us for futher information and/

or scheduling dates. These classes can be taught at any location.

Please call or email for further information. 
See website for detailed description of all classes

02
21

20
24

CALL TO REGISTER & FOR COURSE INFORMATION
(815) 501-9421 | NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY.COM

NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY@GMAIL.COM
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Tom
McDermott

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages 
responsible letters to the editor on 

subjects of interest to our readers. Editing 
may be necessary for space, clarity or to 

avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will 
not be altered. All letters must bear the 
handwritten signature of the writer and 
include address and phone number or 

e-mail address for verification purposes. 
Neither the street address nor phone 

number will be printed. Letters should 

be typed or legibly handwritten, and no 
anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must 
include at least one name of an individual. 
Any criticism of public officials should be 

limited to issues related strictly to their 
position or actions made in office, as 

personal attacks will not be published. 
Letters involving private disputes between 

the writer and a business will not be 
published. Political endorsements will be 

published, however letters from candidates 
endorsing themselves will not be printed. 

Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader 
office (211 IL Route 38 East), mailed to the 

News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068) 
or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.

com.) The News-Leader reserves the right to 
edit or reject any letter to the editor for any 
reason, and letters chosen for publication 
do not necessarily reflect the views of this 

newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso                bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us       

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Trisha Vaughn                                tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey  dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta  sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
Jennifer Thompson            jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas   bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger  brent.ohlinger@rthsd212.org
Laurie Pillen     laurie.pillen@rthsd212.org
Joel Thompson                joel.thompson@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Kristi Gonzales       kgonzales@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
Eileen Braski           ebraski@hillcrestil.us
Joe Thompson                      jthompson@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

Americans be-
l i e v e  t w o 
things about 

immigration. One is that 
a nation must be able to 
guard its borders from 
unwanted outsiders. The 
other is that immigrants 
are good for the country 
and should be encouraged 
to come here. 

A Pew Research Center 
poll published in Septem-
ber of 2022 reflects the 
tension between those 
sentiments. Solid major-
ities of participants sup-
ported increased border 
security as well as depor-
tations of immigrants who 
are here illegally. 

But they also gave 
strong support for pro-im-
migrant policies, includ-
ing procedures to enable 
illegal immigrants and 
their children to legally 
remain in the U.S.

Maybe the Senate’s 
aborted bipartisan na-
tional security and border 
bill would have helped 
resolve that apparent in-

consistency. We’ll never 
know, in the wake of the 
Republicans’ 11th-hour 
change of heart. The bill 
would have put in place 
two things that they’ve 
long demanded—tighter 
restrictions on immigra-
tion and increased fund-
ing for enforcement.

Meanwhile, Border 
Patrol encounters with un-
documented immigrants 
continue to skyrocket. 
William A. Galston, in 
the Jan. 31, 2024 Wall 
Street Journal, reports that 
they’ve risen from fewer 
than half a million in 2020 
to more than five times 
that many in 2023, and 
promise to go higher still 
in 2024. Migrants know 
that border officials are 
overwhelmed, and they’re 
taking advantage of it.

Congress must some-
how overcome its usual 
paralysis if we’re to get 
a grip on this crisis, but 
simply tightening up 
on restrictions and en-
forcement won’t likely 

solve it. Forbes Magazine 
contributor Stuart Ander-
son (forbes.com, May, 
8, 2023) cites research 
covering 100 years of 
Border Patrol apprehen-
sions. It shows that when 
immigration rates went 
down it was because of 
conditions in people’s 
home countries instead of 
enforcement in the U.S. 

Illegal cross-
ings have per-
sisted in spite of 
dramatic increas-
es in spending on 
enforcement. The 
American Immi-
gration Council’s 
website reveals 
their scope: al-
most double the 
number of border 
agents from 2003 to 2019; 
nearly triple the number of 
agents devoted to internal 
enforcement and deporta-
tion in that same period; 
and an annual budget that 
has grown more than ten-
fold since 1993.

Illegal immigration’s 

stubborn resistance to 
these efforts is an example 
of what was famously 
demonstrated during the 
Prohibition era of the 
1920s — when people 
can’t get what they want 
legally, they’ll find ways 
to get it anyway. Restric-
tive immigration laws 
have likewise tended to 
increase illegal immigra-

tion, and all the 
ills that go with it. 

The ancient 
Chinese coined a 
term for situations 
like this — yin 
and yang. It’s a 
choice between 
two things that are 

opposite and yet at 
the same time tied 
so closely together 

that you can’t have one 
without the other. The 
wise course is to find the 
right balance between 
them instead of striving 
for only one or the other.

That means, in the 
case of immigration, 
a balance between the 

yang of rejection and 
the yin of acceptance — 
between enforcement of 
border laws on the one 
hand, and, on the other, 
pro-immigrant policies 
that encourage voluntary 
obedience to the law. 

Opening the door for 
more immigrants to enter 
legally could help provide 
that balance, and soften 
the harmful side effects 
that come from enforce-
ment. 

Gateways through offi-
cial ports of entry would 
lessen the pressures on 
our overwhelmed ICE 
and Border Patrol agents. 
They could then monitor 
and regulate new arrivals 
instead of chasing them in 
our southwestern deserts.

Massive numbers of 
immigrants can arouse 
deeply-ingrained fears of 
being overwhelmed and 
replaced by outsiders, 
but America has absorbed 
large numbers of immi-
grants in the past. The Mi-
gration Policy Institute’s 

website reveals that the 
proportion of immigrants 
living in the United States 
today is about the same 
as it was between 1860 
and 1930 — around 13 
percent. 

The Irish, Italians and 
eastern Europeans who 
surged into the country 
at that time aroused the 
same misgivings that 
many us feel today. Their 
descendants are now an 
unquestioned part of our 
society and politics. 

It’ll take patience for 
the inevitable bumps 
along the way, and a 
willingness to give yin 
and yang each its due, to 
repeat that success story 
with today’s immigrants.

Lowell Harp is a re-
tired school psychologist 
who served school dis-
tricts in Ogle County. His 
column runs periodically 
in The Ogle County Life. 

For previous articles, 
you can follow him on 
Facebook at http://fb.me/
lowellharp.

“It’s the one red rose 
the soldier knows,

It’s the work of 
the Master’s hand;

Mid the War’s great 
curse, Stands the Red 
Cross Nurse,

She’s the rose of “No 
Man’s Land”. 

By Jack Caddigan and 
James Brennan

Lucille was born in Ro-
chelle in 1892 and attend-
ed school in the three-story 
brick school at Fifth Ave-
nue and Sixth Street. The 
school housed all grades 
from elementary through 
high school. It was 1910 
when Lucille was a fea-
tured soloist at the school’s 
Thanksgiving Festival and 
graduated from Rochelle 
High School. For Lucille 
this was only the begin-
ning of her education. 

By 1913 she was en-
rolled at Augustana Train-
ing School for Nurses. 
During her time at Au-
gustana she was struck 
with Typhoid Fever, which 
slowed her down, but 
could not stop her from 
graduating with honors. 
Her first position was at the 
Sangatuck Health Resort 

in Michigan. After a short 
time at Sangatuck, Lucille 
returned home to Rochelle 
and joined Dr. Chandler’s 
staff at Lincoln Hospital 
on Woolf Court. Rochelle 
was once again home for 
Lucille, but world events 
would soon change her 
life.

World War I had been 
going on since 1914. It 
was in 1917 the United 
States entered the bat-
tle. It was 1917 when 
25-year-old Lucille May 
Cratty decided that she 
too needed to join the 
fight. She would not fight 
the Germans but a formi-
dable foe, death itself. As 
a surgically-trained nurse 
her skills were greatly 
needed so Lucille enlisted 
as an American Red Cross 
nurse. Initial training in-
cluded a short service in a 
military hospital stateside 
to familiarize the nurses 
with the types of injuries 
they would see on a daily 
basis including shrapnel 
wounds, burns, amputa-
tions, gun-shot injuries, 
Mustard, Phosgene, and 
Chlorine gas. Each injury 
presented its own unique 

way to take the life of 
another soldier. After 
only two months Lucille 
was deemed ready to go 
overseas, to France, and 
begin her battle to save 
lives of “her splendid men 
in uniform.”

Nursing had changed 
from the Civil War to 
WWI, but not as much as 
one would have hoped. 
The use of anesthesia 
made surgeries much eas-
ier. Aseptic (sterile) pro-
cedures reduced 
infection. Sadly 
the improvements 
in medicine were 
met with advanc-
es in weaponry. 
Artillery was more 
accurate, rifles had 
three to 10 car-
tridge magazines, 
and the use of 
machine guns was 
common. The newest ad-
vance in warfare was the 
use of toxic gasses.  

Let’s try to walk with 
Lucille on a normal day 
behind the front lines. 
Each day the nurses would 
walk through the medical 
tent checking on patients 
from the day before. 

Wounds were inspected, 
bandages changed, and 
medications were given. 
Some days Lucille would 
be the receiving nurse. 
Alerts sound announcing 
the arrival of wounded and 
the trucks and ambulances 
would start to arrive. May-
be the driver was Ernest 
Hemmingway or Walt 
Disney, whom were two 
of the many Red Cross 
ambulance drivers during 
WWI.  As the patients 

were unloaded 
the first task for 
the nurse was to 
triage the wound-
ed. At the age of 
25 Lucille would 
have to decide if 
the young soldier 

before her would 
survive with mini-
mal or no care, was 
immediate care 

needed for survival, or 
was the young man unlike-
ly to live. The first group 
waited, the second was 
rushed to further care, and 
the last group was made as 
comfortable as possible 
and left to await death. 
Who lived and who did 
not was only the beginning 

for Lucille.  
The second step in 

patient care was debride-
ment, the cleaning of the 
wound. This involved 
more than simply pouring 
water on the wound. The 
nurse must remove any 
dirt (and there was a lot 
of dirt) or foreign material 
from the wound. Next, any 
tissue that could not be 
saved had to be cut away 
at which time the nurse 
would enter the wound 
and clean it with Sodium 
Hypochlorite. Now the 
patient was ready for 
surgery.  When the nurse 
finished with one patient 
they began on the next, 
one after another, until all 
wounded were treated. On 
other days Lucille would 
have been the surgical 
nurse. Her duty was to 
assist the surgeon as they 
operated on the wounded. 
Nurses aided the surgeons 
as they dug out shrapnel 
and bullets, amputated 
limbs, and fought to save 
each injured warrior that 
entered their care. 

Lucille stayed in France 
into 1919, for 18 months 
she shared the pain and 

suffering of the soldiers 
fighting in the trenches. 
In a letter home she said, 
“Having done all in our 
power for our splendid 
men in uniform, we were, 
all of us, happy when the 
summons came for us to 
embark home.” Lucille re-
turned to the United States 
and took a brief break from 
nursing before enlisting 
with the Marines as a 
nurse and began working 
with returning soldiers at 
the San Francisco Marine 
Hospital. 

Sadly, Lucille’s health 
began to fail, and she 
found herself on the re-
ceiving end of the care 
she used to give. It was 
November 14, 1920 when 
Lucille May Cratty passed 
at the age of 28. It was 
almost as if her mission on 
earth ended with the war. 
She had been put on this 
earth to ease the pain and 
suffering of her “splendid 
men in uniform.” Once 
that was done, she could 
find peace. 

Tom McDermott is a 
Flagg Township Museum 
historian and Rochelle 
city councilman. 

Lucille May Cratty: Rochelle’s rose of no man’s land

Yin, yang and the immigration crisis

Lowell
Harp
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

7034 S. Klondike Road | Rochelle, IL 61068 | 815-561-9074

If you would like to volunteer with us, please email us at 
kitchentablerochelle@gmail.com

February 22 - (Thursday) – Chicken Fritters with Mashed Potatoes, 
Country Gravy, Green Beans, Corn

February 27 – (Tuesday) – CLOSED

February 29 – (Thursday) – Spaghetti with Meat Sauce, Salad, 
Bosco Sticks

KIDS MENU: Chicken Nuggets w/Fries OR Hot Dogs with Chips 

**All menus are subject to change. If you would like to check 
before coming out, please call us at 815-561-9074

www.KitchenTableRochelle.org

THE KITCHEN TABLE MENU

Feb. 2
Barb Breitlz

Rod & Pat Frye 
(anniversary)

Feb. 5
Ken Wise

Feb. 7
Garry Adams

Feb. 11
Madrene Adams

Feb. 12
Barb Hintzsche 

Frank & Barb 
Hintzsche 

(anniversary)

Feb. 15
Evelyn Baker

Matt Frye

Feb. 18
Sam & Jessica South 

(anniversary)
Swen Norris

Joachim Lopez
 

Feb. 20
Christian Losoya

Feb. 21
Kris Oleson

Anna Sexton
 

Feb. 22
Jessica South

Lucy Hazlip
Greg Vant

Feb. 23
Valerie Newton

Feb. 25
Wanda Usury

Feb. 28
Ben Altice

 
Feb. 26

Natalie Powell

Feb. 27
Beth Bolhous

Feb. 28
Lucas Donoho

  
March 2

Addison Perkins
 

March 5
Briggs Bridgeman

 
March 6

Nicole King

Jan. 26 - Ashley Bick, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 27 - Titus Williamson, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 28 - Aubrey Headon, Rochelle, $50

Jan. 29 - Mike Scott, Forreston, $25

Jan. 30 - Joe Williams, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 31 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 1 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25
 
Feb. 2 - Melody Worthington, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 3 - Sofie Meyers, Rochelle, $250

Feb. 4 - Mercedes Barrientos, Rochelle, $50

Feb. 5 - Allison Wagner-Huntley, Byron, $25

Feb. 6 - From the Heart, $25

Feb. 7 - Judith Koelzer, Friena, Texas, $25

Feb. 8 - Nancy Meyers, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 9 - Kaylee Fowler, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 10 - Justin Adolph, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 11 - First State Bank, Rochelle, $50

Feb. 12 - John Gonzales, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 13 - Kathleen Lutz, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 14 - Ariana and Antonio Welle, Oregon, $25

Feb. 15 - From the Heart, $25

Feb. 16 - Shining Star, Dixon, $25

Feb. 17 - Michelle Ocampo, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 18 - RACF, $25

Feb. 19 - RACF, $25

Feb. 20 - Crystal Crom, Cloquet, Minnesota, $25

Feb. 21 - From the Heart, $25

Five Kishwaukee College students in the Registered Nursing program received the Littmann Stethoscope 
Award from DeKalb’s 3M Community Support Group for the spring 2024 semester. The students who received 
the award (pictured left to right) are Katherine Anderson, Lauren Maddox, David Andrade, Ariyana Turks and 
Laura Torres. The 3M Community Support Group in DeKalb has awarded Littmann stethoscopes to Kish nurs-
ing students each semester since 2010. The Littmann stethoscopes are manufactured by 3M and are consid-
ered high-end equipment in the health care field. To learn more about the Kish Registered Nursing program, 

visit kish.edu/nursing. For information on the 3M Corporation, visit 3m.com.

3M awards stethoscopes to Kish College nursing students

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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Affordable 
prices for all 
your detailing 

needs!

401 2nd Ave, Rochelle
815-562-6393

Open
 Monday-Friday 

6:30am to 4:00pm

Cleaning ~ Detailing
Waxing ~ Ceramic Coating

FOLLOW US ON 
FACEBOOK

Voted Best 
3 years in a 

row!

AUTO DETAILING 
& CAR DETAILER

VOTED
BEST

COFFEEVOTED
BEST

BO
M

20
23

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

621 1st Ave. • Rochelle, IL 61068

email: aphc621@yahoo.com
Lic. No.
058-08789-1

HVAC COMPANY 
& PLUMBING COMPANY

VOTED
BEST

BO
M

20
23

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
209 Powers Road
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-762-7555
cdkishwaukee.com

CARPET
CLEANING

VOTED
BEST

BOM23361 IL Route 38 | Rochelle, IL 
815-440-1224 | 815-561-6861 | carolyn@brownstaxoffi  ce.com

Brown’s Tax Service
Carolyn Brown

Our combined 50+ years of service 
means great service for you. Make 
an appointment today for Tax 
Preparation, Payroll and/or Book-
keeping Services!

TAX SERVICES & 
TAX PROFESSIONAL

VOTED
BEST

501 N 6th St., Rochelle, IL • (815) 562-8164
Auto, Home and Commercial policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, COUNTRY Casualy Company®, or COUNTRY Preferred Insurance 

Company®. Life insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Life Insurance Company® and COUNTRY Investors Life Assurance Company®. Fixed annuities issued by 
COUNTRY Investors Life Assurance Company®. All issuing companies are located in Bloomington, IL. 

0117-545HO

Josh Williams Josh Messenger

05302017

519 4th Ave.
Rochelle, IL (815) 562-8164

AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH 
COMMERICAL | INVESTMENTS 

BUSINESS | RETIREMENT
countryfinancial.com/joshmessenger

josh.messenger@countryfinancial.com
Helping You Protect 
What Matters Most

INSURANCE OFFICE 
& INSURANCE PROFESSIONAL

VOTED
BEST

OGLE COUNTY
BEST OFVOTED

2023

VOTED #1 in Ogle County!VOTED #1 in Ogle County!

Stop By These BusinessesStop By These Businesses
and see why they were

BO
M

20
23

Davis 
Family  
Health LLC

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

1212 Currency Court,  
Rochelle, IL • 815-561-8500

1201 Meriden Street, 
Mendota,IL • 815-538-1800

09
26

20
22

Always 
Welcoming 
New Patients

We Fix 
Boo Boos

Physicals, Weight Loss, Dermal Fillers, Botox Injections

10
12

20
22

�����������������������������������������������������
�	���������������	���������

Veteran Owned and Operated
Most insurances acceptedDavis 

Family 
Health LLC
Kelly Ann T� ielli Davis

DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

We Fix 
Boo Boos

FAMILY PRACTICE 
& DOCTOR

VOTED
BEST

815-384-3620815-384-3620
headons2go.comheadons2go.com

103 N. Main Street | Creston103 N. Main Street | Creston

LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON

FACEBOOK

Tues-Fri - 9a-5:30pTues-Fri - 9a-5:30p
Sat - 9a-4pSat - 9a-4p

BLOODY MARY, BRATS, 
BUTCHER SHOP, BUTCHERS, & STEAK

VOTED
BEST

BOM2023

M-F 9-5 • Sat 10-5 • Sun Closed 

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL

meyersfurniture.com
(815) 562-8792

FURNITURE STORE, FLOORING 
STORE & SALES PEOPLE

VOTED
BEST

BANK, FINANCIAL PLANNING SERVICES, MORTGAGE 
LENDING SERVICES & CUSTOMER SERVICE PEOPLE

VOTED
BEST
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SPORTS GIRLS FALL TO BOYLAN
 
The Rochelle Lady Hub basketball team’s 
season ended with a loss to Boylan. 
 
See page 3 for more details
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RTHS Wrestling

Hubs shine at state
Morris takes second, Villalobos finishes fifth to lead matmen in Champaign

Give your Little Leprechaun 

         a New MattressNew Mattress 
         this Month!

03
01
20
23

The Rochelle Hub varsity wrestling team sent four athletes to the IHSA State Championships at the State Farm Center in Champaign over 
the weekend. Junior Kaiden Morris (above) took second in the 215-pound weight class, while junior Xavier Villalobos (below) finished fifth 
in the 126-pound weight class. Senior Brock Metzger and junior Grant Gensler also represented Rochelle in the state tournament.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

CHAMPAIGN —  Ju-
nior Kaiden Morris had his 
moment under the lights 
as wrestling fans from all 
over Illinois united at the 
State Farm Center for the 
IHSA State Champion-
ships on Saturday.

Morris was one of the 
many state finalists who 
circled the floor during the 
traditional Grand March 
that begins each champi-
onship session. The Ro-
chelle 215-pounder then 
took part in the face off 
at the center of the mat, 
where he met opponent 
Michael Calcagno from 
Elmhurst IC Catholic for 
a brief shake of hands. 
Roughly two hours after 
the ceremony, Morris was 
in his finals singlet ready to 
enter the ring for a chance 
to win his first-ever state 
wrestling title.

“That was an awesome 
experience and I’m glad 
I was able to be a part of 
that,” Morris said. “I’m 
glad that I worked hard 
enough to earn that experi-
ence. My goal is to be back 
next year.”

Morris finished sec-
ond in the 215-pound 
weight class, conceding 
a second-period fall to 
the now two-time state 
champion Calcagno. Al-
though Morris didn’t come 
away with a state title, the 
junior did make history 
as Rochelle’s first state 
finalist in two years and 
the program’s third state 
finalist in seven years. It’s 
also the first state medal 
for Morris, who qualified 
for the tournament as a 
sophomore and won an 
IWCOA Fresh-Soph State 
Championship title as a 
freshman.

“I look at this as a step-
ping stone for next year,” 
Morris said. “This isn’t 
where it ends for me and 
I know I can work harder. 
There’s so much more for 
me to learn and I’m look-
ing forward to putting my 
head down so I can start 
working again. I want to 
win a state championship.”

Morris (41-4) began 
his run to the state finals 
on Thursday, when the 
standout junior recorded 
back-to-back falls against 
Mt. Vernon’s Jhymear 
Smith-Henson and Tinley 
Park’s Sebastian Sander-
son to reach the semifinals. 
Morris showed minimal 
difficulties on Friday, 
when he scored two take-
downs and two near falls 
to earn an 11-5 decision 
over Jacksonville’s Oliver 
Cooley. 

“My confidence go-
ing into my matches has 
improved,” Morris said. 
“I know I can beat the 
opponent across from me. 

See STATE page 2

Check out our NEXT 
American Hero
page Feb. 28th!



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 2 • PAGE 2WEDNESDAY, FEB. 21, 2024

SPORTS

From page 1

“I know that I’ve trained 
and prepared hard enough 
to do this. My offense has 
also improved and I’m scor-
ing more points instead of 
settling for tight matches.”

Morris was one of four 
Hubs wrestling in the state 
tournament in Champaign. 
Junior Xavier Villalobos 
(43-3) medaled in fifth place 
at the 126-pound weight 
class, winning three of his 
five bouts over the week-
end. Villalobos reached the 
championship semifinals 
after a first-round fall over 
Mahomet-Seymour’s Jus-
tus Vruno and a 3-2 decision 
over Deerfield senior Luke 
Reddy, who Villalobos took 
down in the final seconds 
of the third period in the 
quarterfinal round.

“This is the toughest 
tournament in the state,” 
Villalobos said. “We’re 
competing against the best 
wrestlers in the state and it 
feels good to get a medal 
and to get back onto the 
podium. My confidence 
has grown a lot and I’ve 
learned how to let things go 
and not get in my head too 
much. I achieved so much 
as a freshman and I was 
in my own head too much 
last year. I’ve learned to 
let it fly and wrestle like I 
have nothing to lose. I have 
to thank my family, my 
coaches and God because 
He’s been there for me 
through every step, both 
mentally and physically.”

After two tough losses 
including a 14-4 major de-
cision against Triad’s Colby 
Crouch and a 1-0 decision 

against Civic Memorial’s 
Caleb Scott, Villalobos 
finished his tournament 
strong on Saturday, scoring 
a 6-2 decision over Provi-
dence Catholic’s Tommy 
Banas. Villalobos becomes 
Rochelle’s first two-time 
state medalist since Alex 
Harvey (2017 and 2018) 
and Rochelle’s first three-
time state qualifier since 
his older brother Eddie 
Villalobos (2017, 2018 and 
2019). 

“[Eddie] has pushed me 
to where I’m at right now 
and it’s an awesome feel-
ing to make it down here 
three times,” Villalobos 
said. “I’ve always wanted 
to be as good as my brother 
and I’ve always wanted 
to accomplish the goals 
he accomplished… I’ve 
been preaching since my 

freshman year that I want 
to come down and win 
a state bracket. I want to 
come back and dominate 
the state tournament and 
represent Rochelle, both 
individually and as a team.”

Senior Brock Metzger 
(35-8) wrestled in the 
190-pound weight class 
for the Hubs, finishing 
1-2 over three bouts in the 
tournament. Metzger’s 
victory came during the 
first consolation round 
on Friday, when the se-
nior scored the decisive 
takedown to secure a 5-3 
sudden victory against Hin-
sdale South’s Alec Miller. 
Metzger concludes his high 
school wrestling career as 
a two-time state qualifier 
and a three-time sectional 
qualifier with over 100 bout 
victories on his resume.

“It’s always been my 
dream to come down here 
and compete at the state 
meet,” Metzger said. “I 
grew up watching kids like 
my cousin Ehren [Metzger], 
Eddie Villalobos and Alex 
Harvey. I looked up to them 
and I wanted to be just like 
them. I felt like I became 
more mature and I real-
ized how much hard work 
it takes to become a great 
athlete. We have a great 
wrestling community and 
we all love being with each 
other. It’s been an amazing 
experience to have.”

Junior Grant Gensler 
(37-8) rounded out Ro-
chelle’s foursome of state 
qualifying wrestlers. 
Gensler competed in the 
165-pound weight class, 
conceding two tough losses 
despite pushing through 

an injury. Now a two-time 
state qualifier and a three-
time sectional qualifier, 
Gensler said his goals for 
next season include re-
turning to Champaign and 
finishing on the podium.

“It’s been a great experi-
ence coming here and I feel 
like we’re putting Rochelle 
wrestling on the map,” 
Gensler said. “It didn’t do 
exactly how I wanted it to, 
but I was glad to be down 
here. I felt like I grew a lot 
from working with coach 
[Alphonso] Vruno in the 
wrestling room and we 
drilled a lot. He taught me a 
lot of new stuff and I really 
progressed as a wrestler this 
year. I definitely want to be 
down here again next year. 
I want to win more matches 
and hopefully place.”

STATE: Four Rochelle wrestlers compete in Champaign
The Rochelle Hub varsity wrestling team sent four athletes to the IHSA State Championships in Champaign over the weekend. Above from left to right are senior Brock 
Metzger and juniors Grant Gensler, Kaiden Morris and Xavier Villalobos. Gensler (below at left) and Metzger (below at right) can be seen below.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
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Belvidere Collectible Coins

880 Belvidere Road • Belvidere, IL

www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum, 
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:00pm • Sat. 10:30am-2pm

~ Call For Directions ~  (815) 547-7111

SYCAMORE ANTIQUES
JAMES AND ANN TUCKER,

PROPRIETORS

321 WEST STATE STREET
SYCAMORE, ILLINOIS

OPEN
WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

10:00 AM TO 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM FRIDAY

815-895-4720

520 E. Lincoln Hwy., DeKalb, IL

Call:  
Andrew Heiserman 815-561-2123   

Christel Ackland 815-561-2153 
Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

Be included in the Antiques & Collectibles spotlight!

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL
We Accept Most 
Insurances and
Patients Without 

Insurance

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

11
04

20
20

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level

Reduce appetite 

Country Meadows
APARTMENTS

466 Western Ave.
Ashton, Illinois

Housing complex for persons with very low 
to moderate income who are 62 years of 

age or older; disabled regardless of age is 
accepting applications for one or two 

bedroom apartments. Rent may be based 
on income. Income limits apply. Onsite 

laundry, community room, off-street 
parking, spacious rooms. Appliances, 
water, sewer, garbage, heat furnished.

PLEASE CALL (815) 339-2140
For an application or information.

This institution is an equal opportunity
provider

RTHS Girls Basketball

Rochelle’s season ends in IHSA 3A Regional Semifinals
Sixth-seeded Lady Hubs suffer 68-26 loss to second-seeded Rockford Boylan

The Rochelle Lady Hub varsity basketball team fell against Rockford Boylan this past Monday. Above, junior Kendyl Darby (left) looks to 
move around Boylan’s Lily Esparza and senior Megan Seebach (right) drives around Boylan’s Kaylee Harter.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Lady Hub varsity 
basketball team saw its sea-
son come to a close during 
Monday night’s IHSA 3A 
Rochelle Regional Semifi-
nal game against Rockford 
Boylan.

Kaylee Harter drained 
three first-quarter 3-pointers 
for the Titans, who scored 
the first 22 points of the 
game and held the Lady 
Hubs without a point or a 
made field goal in the first 
quarter. The scoreless open-
ing quarter was too much for 
Rochelle to overcome, as the 
sixth-seeded Lady Hubs fell 
to the second-seeded Titans 
68-26. Boylan will advance 
to the championship game 
on Friday night, while the 
Lady Hubs conclude their 
2023-24 season with a 13-18 
overall record.

“We saw tremendous 
growth this season,” head 
coach Jon Gehm said. 
“From the beginning, I 
thought this team had talent 
and we had to learn how to 
win… These seniors really 
showed a lot of resiliency 
and it was a great first year 
for our program. The seniors 
were a huge part of it.”

Junior forward Kendyl 
Darby snapped the roughly 
nine-minute long scoring 
drought for the Lady Hubs, 
putting home a low-post 
basket for the team’s first 
points of the game early in 
the second quarter. But Ro-
chelle had few answers for 
Boylan’s 6-foot-2 forward 
Lily Esparza, who took over 
the second quarter with five 
low-post field goals and 
finished the game with 21 
points to lead all scorers. The 
Denver recruit Esparza pro-
pelled the Titans to a 38-7 
halftime lead over Rochelle.

“I told the girls after 
the game, especially our 
sophomores and juniors, 
that we have to learn to 
hate the feeling of losing,” 
Gehm said. “We have to 

carry that with us into the 
offseason and use that as 
motivation, whether we’re 
working out in open gyms or 
in camp during the summer. 
I think the girls took that to 
heart and I think the future 
is bright for Rochelle girls 
basketball.”

Despite trailing by over 
30 points at halftime, the 
Lady Hubs didn’t back 
down, outscoring Boylan 
16-14 during the third quar-
ter even though the Titans 
still had their starters on the 
floor. Senior guard Loretta 
Atkinson fueled the Lady 
Hub offense in the third 
quarter, drilling a trio of 

3-pointers for all nine of her 
points in the game. Junior 
forward Abby Metzger also 
scored four of her six points 
in the second half, putting 
home a pair of low-post 
shots around the basket.

“Our girls were fighting,” 

Gehm said. “We told the 
girls at halftime that they 
might lose the game, but 
they couldn’t go out with-
out a fight. The girls took 
that to heart and I can’t say 
enough about how Loretta 
finished the season. There 

were points earlier in the 
season where she wasn’t 
getting much playing time 
and she could’ve hung her 
head, but she didn’t and she 
fought back. We needed her 
in some big games at the end 
of the season and she was 

able to step up.”
Darby finished with five 

points and senior guard 
Megan Seebach sank a 
second-quarter 3-pointer 
for three points in the loss. 
Senior guard Kara Martinez 
chipped in two points.
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What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

Gutters, Roofing & Siding

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a Need to get the word out about a 

product or service you offer? product or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 
We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Concrete

• Residential &  
Commercial Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE  
ESTIMATES!

Plumbing, Heating 
& Cooling

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976

Li
c#

 0
55

-0
13

99
9

Precision Furnace 
Clean & Check

$85.00
Includes FREE carbon 

monoxide test

24/7 Emergency 
Service

RTHS Boys Basketball

Hubs fall in regular season finale against Byron
Rochelle concedes sixth straight loss after 87-65 defeat on Thursday evening

Senior Austin Raleigh is guarded by Byron’s Ryan Tucker during the Rochelle Hub varsity basketball game 
against the Tigers on Thursday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — By-
ron senior Ryan Tucker has 
enjoyed a stellar season on 
the hardwood. The stand-
out guard has eclipsed 
multiple school records, 
setting a new mark for 
3-pointers made in a ca-
reer and breaking a nearly 
70-year-old career scoring 
record set by Marvin Den-
nis in 1956.

Tucker added to his 
decorated senior season on 
Thursday, scoring a team-
high 41 points as the Tigers 
capped off a tremendous 
2023-24 regular season 
with an 87-65 road win 
over Rochelle. Fresh off 
clinching the Big Northern 
Conference crown, Byron 
(25-2, 8-1 BNC) heads 
into the postseason having 
won each of its last four 
games. The Tigers will 
gear up for the IHSA 2A 
Genoa-Kingston Regional 
as the No. 1 seed, with their 
first game scheduled for 
Wednesday.

“We wanted to have a 
good finish to our season 
and we knew that, as long 
as we came out here and 
played as a team, we’d 
be alright,” Tucker said. 
“My teammates trusted 
me tonight and it felt 
good to put the ball in the 
hoop. My senior season is 
something I was thinking 
about all summer after we 
were beaten in the regional 
championship last season. 
It all leads back to my  
teammates because they’re 
pushing me everyday and 
they make things easier 
out here.”

Rochelle (10-21, 3-7 
Interstate 8) had no answer 
for Tucker, who drained a 
game-high 15 field goals 
including 12 in the first 
half, where the 6-foot-3 
senior guard nailed six 

3-pointers. Byron drilled 
open shots and created 
transition scoring chances 
on the defensive end of the 
floor, generating deflec-
tions and forcing errant 
passes that led to turnovers 
and easy layups.

“This was a good team 
for us to play because 
[Rochelle] can score the 
basketball,” Byron head 
coach Matt Huels said. 
“The two teams we could 
see in the regional, Mar-
ian Central Catholic or 
Johnsburg, can both score 
the basketball. We have to 
be able to contest shoot-
ers, which Rochelle has 
plenty of, and we have to 
be able to dictate the pace 
of the game. We’ve done 
that over the last four or 
five games. This team’s 
extremely talented and 
they can go a long way.”

The Tigers took control 
of the game right away, 
scoring 13 unanswered 
points with Tucker lead-
ing the charge to start 
the first quarter. Despite 
efforts from junior guard 
Cayden Moore and fresh-
man forward Brody Bruns, 
who each put home a trio 
of baskets in the opening 
quarter, Rochelle was 
unable to muster enough 
defensive stops to keep 
pace with the Tigers, who 
held a 35-18 lead after the 
first quarter and ballooned 
their lead to 60-34 at the 
halftime buzzer.

“Brody’s been a pleas-
ant surprise for us all 
season long and we’ve 
continued to ask for more 
and more out of him,” 
Rochelle head coach Tim 
Thompson said. “He’s 
been a varsity player the 
entire year and he’s been 
fantastic. I wouldn’t doubt 
if he’s an All-Conference 
player this year.”

Although Tucker stole 
the show for the Tigers of-

fensively, Byron finished 
with eight players in the 
scoring column. Sopho-
mores Caden Considine 
and Cason Newton totaled 
11 points and 10 points, 
respectively, as the Tigers 
forced a running clock with 
an 83-49 lead after three 
quarters. Rochelle will 
enter the postseason on 
a six-game losing streak, 
but the Hubs can snap 
their skid with a win in the 
IHSA 3A Boylan Regional, 
where the No. 5 Hubs will 
face No. 3 Woodstock.

“I think the kids are 
beaten down right now 
and we need a good day 
off to watch some film and 

get our bodies healthy,” 
Thompson said. “We need 
four good days of practice 
and then prepare the best 
way we can and take away 
what [Woodstock] is good 
at… 0-0 is the mindset that 
we have to live by right 
now and Woodstock is 
coming with 20 wins this 
year… I think the last few 
games have been discour-
aging for our kids, but we 
have to get as healthy as 
we can.”

Byron, meanwhile, will 
be seeking its first regional 
championship since the 
2017-18 season, when the 
Tigers finished 24-7 under 
former head coach Tom 

Schmidt. Byron entered 
Thursday’s game against 
the Hubs ranked No. 7 in 
Class 2A by the Associated 
Press. The Tigers have just 
two losses, one of which is 
to No. 2 ranked Beecher, 
who’s 30-0.

“I think our kids can go 
a long way,” Huels said. 
“It will be about execut-
ing down the stretch and 
getting stops when we 
need them. They have all 
the talent in the world, but 
they’ll need to earn their 
way through. We’ve been 
able to guard in a lot of 
different ways. We played 
some zone and we pressed 
tonight, but sometimes 

we’ll play man-to-man. 
We can run a variety of 
defenses and we can score 
in different ways. Ryan 
had 41 tonight, but Jack 
[Hiveley] can carry us, 
Cason can carry us and 
Carson [Buser] can carry 
us, which makes us a very 
difficult team to guard.”

Bruns led the Hubs 
with a 17-point, 15-re-
bound double-double on 
Thursday, while Moore 
finished with 10 points and 
junior guard Carson Lewis 
totaled nine points on three 
3-pointers. Senior guard 
Eli Luxton chipped in nine 
points and nine rebounds 
for the Hubs in the loss.
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NOTICE
NOTICE OF  

AVAILABILITY OF 
AUDIT REPORT OF 
FLAGG-ROCHELLE 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 

DISTRICT
The Flagg-Rochelle 
Public Library District 
hereby provides public 
notice that an audit of 
its funds for the period 
July 1, 2022 through 
June 30, 2023 has 
been made by Sikich 
LLP., and that a report 
of such audit dated Jan-
uary 30, 2024 has been 
filed with the County 
Clerk of Ogle County, 
in accordance with 30 
ILCS 15/0.01 et seq. 
The full report of the au-
dit is available for public 
inspection at the main 
office of the Library 
District at 619 Fourth 
Ave., Rochelle, Illinois, 
during regular business 
hours 10:00am-5:00pm 
Monday through Friday 
except for holidays.
Flagg-Rochelle Public 
Library District
Susan Sevedge, Secre-
tary-Treasurer
No. 0219
(Feb. 21, 2024)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.” 

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn 
Care and Tree Work. 
Mowing, bushes, 
spring clean up, 
weeding and much 
more. Call Jeremy 
Furman 815-761-
9619. Please leave a 
message will return call 
ASAP. Fully insured, in 
business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 

of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Personal Assistant 
needed for 30 year old 
male with special needs 
for laundry, housework, 
errands & socialization. 
Call 815-988-6931.
(MR02282024)

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmai l .
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For 
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.

517 517 
WANTED TO RENTWANTED TO RENT

Senior, Widowed, Male
1-2 BR Apartment. 
Oregon or Mt. Morris. 
Non-Smoker. No Pets. 
Call 815-275-6239 
(RNL03032024)

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-262-3900

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

04092023

Show& Sell

Browse
& Buy

All in the 
Classifieds!

Place an Ad:
Rochelle News-Leader

815-562-4171
Ogle County Life

815-732-2156

Subscribe:
Rochelle News-Leader
815-562-4171
Ogle County Life
815-732-2156
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Hackman • Tonia Holland

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson 
                Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

                  815-562-8787        www.jeffperrychevrolet.com

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2020

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2021

SINCE 1967

815.562.7300 
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up

1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL • vincespizzainrochelle.com

Ordering Online is 
easy when you use 

our QR Code!
We are Proud to Support 

the Rochelle Hubs!

H
U
BS

F

Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

The Trusted Trucking Company of Many Local Distributors and Manufacturers.

 We Aim for On Time, Every Time!

Small or Big Construction Jobs, We Do Them All!

Queens Trucking & Construction Inc
322 Errett Road, Rochelle
815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

We were Voted Mid-West Truckers  
Association , Inc. Northern Region 

Trucking Company of the year 2022

HUB SPOTLIGHT
Amor
Lara

Year: Freshman
Sport: Wrestling

Jayden
Pelayo

Year: Freshman
Sport: Wrestling

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?
A: This is my first year.

Q: What do you enjoy most 
about this sport?

A: How hard the sport is and how 
much it changes someone.

Q: What is your favorite school 
subject and why?

A: Biology because of how 
interesting and cool it is.
Q: Who is your favorite 

athlete and why?
A: Michael Jordan.

Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?
A: My dad because of how he 

pushes me to do more.
Q: What is your dream job 

and why?
A: To be a firefighter.

Q: Where would your dream 
vacation be and why?

A: Going to Mexico to see my 
family.

Q: What is your favorite thing 
about being a student-athlete at 

RTHS?
A: The atmosphere of the home 

gym.

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: One year.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: Being around friends and 
traveling to other schools for 

competitions.
Q: What is your favorite school 

subject and why?
A: PE because it’s all effort based 

and it’s fun with all the people.
Q: Who is your favorite 

athlete and why?
A: Austin DeSanto because he 
wrestled at Iowa with a 102-23 

record over five years.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?
A: My parents and my coaches 

because my parents raised me and 
my coaches have taught me 
everything about wrestling.

Q: What is your dream job 
and why?

A: To be a pilot because traveling 
and flying are fun and it sounds 

like an interesting career.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: Mexico City because I’ve 
already visited and I enjoyed 
walking around and seeing 

everything.
Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?

A: It helps maintain my grades 
and it’s fun to interact with the 

community.


