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D&W Garage
receives grant

Byron's D&W Garage
received a grantin
partnership with Holcomb
Bank. Page 12
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Brief lockdown at Byron Middle School

Sheriff: ‘Everybody did exactly what we train to do’

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

BYRON — Byron
Middle School saw a brief
lockdown on Wednesday
morning after a report of
a person carrying an item
resembling a gun case
was made by a student,
Ogle County Sheriff Brian
VanVickle said.

At 7:55 a.m. Byron
School District person-
nel, along with the Byron
school resource officer,
were made aware of a re-
port of a person accessing
the BMS Theater holding
a long slender bag that
resembled a gun case.
Emergency procedures
were followed to ensure
the safety of students and
staff. Additional units
from the Ogle County
Sheriff’s Office and By-
ron Police Department
responded to the scene.
After an investigation,
it was determined there
was no weapon, and the
individual entering the
building was a park dis-

OGLE COUNTY
SHERIFF'S OFFICE

OGLE COUNS
SHERIFF'S O.

(FILE PHOTO)

Byron Middle School saw a brief lockdown on Wednesday morning after a report
of a person carrying an item resembling a gun case was made by a student, Ogle
County Sheriff Brian VanVickle said. VanVickle is seen above in a file photo.

trict employee bringing a
banner (and case) into the
theater for an upcoming
show. The lockdown was
lifted by 8:15 a.m.

A child on a school bus

made the initial report and
provided a description of
the individual and vehi-
cle. Once the school was
locked down and secured,
law enforcement met with

school staff and reviewed
footage from the area of
the report and determined
what the case was.

See SCHOOL pg 12

From The
Heart raises
$900,000

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The
16th annual From the Heart
Gala & Auction was held
Feb. 3 at the hangar at Flight
DeckBar & GrillinRochelle.
The event saw 311 people
attend and raised a record
$90,000, breaking its previ-
ousmarkof$80,000in2023.

Proceeds raised at the
event will equally benefit
the eight area nonprofits
that From the Heart works
with: the Rochelle Area
Community Foundation,
HOPE of Ogle County, Ro-
chelle Christian Food Pantry,
Pegasus Special Riders, Hub
City Senior Center, Shining
Star Children’s Advocacy
Center, CASA and FOCUS
House. Each nonprofit will
receive $11,250.

“The generosity of the
community was just in-
credible,” From the Heart
Presidentand Founder Dave
Eckhardt said.

See GALA page 2

Groundbreaking held Feb. 2 for The Grove

Three-story complex will include 30 units of family

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On
Friday, Feb. 2, a ground-
breaking ceremony was
held by the City of Rochelle
and New Directions Hous-
ing Corporationat405 Lake
Lida Lane in Rochelle for
The Grove, a new family
housing complex.

NDHCPresidentRodger
Brown said the three-story
apartment complex will
have 30 total units with
15 units each of two and
three-bedroom housing.
Thetwo-bedroomunits will
be about 750 square feet
andthe three-bedroomunits
will be about 950 square
feet. The development will
also have a management
office on site, an exercise
facility, laundry facilities,
acommunity room, library,
and on-site parking. Rents
are expected to range from
$500-1,000 a month.

See GROVE page 10
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(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH

On Friday, Feb. 2, a groundbreaking ceremony was held by the City of Rochelle and New Directions Housing
Corporation at 405 Lake Lida Lane in Rochelle for The Grove, a new family housing complex.
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Where Relationships Matter

Save the Date - 2024 Trips!

Grand Victoria Casino, Elgin IL - June 20th
Galena & Massbach Winery, Galena IL - August 15th
Columbia & Snake River Cruise - September 1-9
Reefs & Rhythms Oceania Cruise - December 3-13

Contact Julie at 815.561.2627 for more information!
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When you ask,

e ByronBank

We understand that every loan has a story - a dream, a need,
a moment that matters to you.

@ Mimbir
FDIC

815.234.2561 | byronbank.com

2Ip - that's the Byron Bank Way!
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LIVE
AUCTION
ITENS

(PHOTOS BY KELLY HELFRICH)

The 16th annual From the Heart Gala & Auction was held Feb. 3 at the hangar at Flight Deck Bar & Grill in Rochelle. The event saw 311 people attend and raised a record

$90,000, breaking its previous mark of $80,000 in 2023.

GALA: 16th Annual From the Heart event held 1n Rochelle

From page 1

“Everything we did,
did the best it’s ever
done. All of our games
and silent auction items
did very well. The live
auction way surpassed
what we’ve done in the
past. That’s what made
the event such a success,
because we were able to
raise $90,000. The group
just did a tremendous
job. Every organization
we support helped out
and the From The Heart
committee did a tremen-
dous job. We’re very
fortunate.”

From The Heart has
hit the $800,000 mark in
funds raised since its in-
ception. When the organi-
zation started, it benefited
only two nonprofit groups
along with the Rochelle
Rotary Club. The goal
at that time was to raise
$10,000 for each group.
From the Heart is now a
501c3 nonprofit and its
own entity to raise money
for its eight nonprofits.

“I can’t say enough
about the community
and the generosity that
it shows each and every

year,” Eckhardt said.
“Our event wouldn’t be
what it is without all
of the generosity of the
people that show up. It’s
just amazing and it’s so
cool to see it all come
together. It’s beyond my
wildest dreams. When
we started this, our first
year we just tried to raise
$30,000. And now we’re
making $90,000. We
never saw that coming.
It’s very neat.”

Eckhardtsaid prepara-
tion for the gala is done
over an entire year, and
the first meeting for 2025
will be held this week.
The day of the gala takes
“alotof work” starting in
the morning. He thanked
those that helped with the
work.

The community is
what allows From the
Heart to grow its fund-
raising efforts each year,
Eckhardt said.

“I think we’re able to
grow the amount each
year because people en-
joy coming and helping
the cause and they have
fun,” Eckhardt said. “It’s
all of that combined. It’s
a night out and it’s in the

r_________
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winter time when people
have been stuck in the
house. It gives people
a chance to get out and
enjoy themselves and
also contribute to all of
our nonprofit groups.”
With growing atten-
dance numbers, the gala
has started to reach ca-

pacity limits at its venue.

“When we started this,
we never thought it’d
go on for 16 years,”
Eckhardt said. “And
we never thought we’d
grow to what we are. We
didn’t see it having its
own 501c3 designation.
But we got to the point

where we could do it.
Now it’s getting to a point
where we’re just about
at our capacity at our
venue. How do we go to
the next level? It’s just a
tremendous thing to be
able to give more to our
nonprofits. All of these
organizations need more

money. It’s just amazing
that we’re able to help
them out as much as we
are. There’s so many peo-
ple that help with all of
thisand I can’tthank them
enough. Without them,
this doesn’t happen. It’s
very cool that we get to
do what we do.”

dickersonnieman.com

BYRON OREGON

220 W. 3rd St. 113 S. 4th St. Dl k S——
(815)234-5133 (815)732-3365 CKCISO1
Nieman

Ogle County’s Real Estate Market Leader! ruiions smmmm—m

~$20 000 dickersonnieman. com/202307306

CORNER LOT! In established residential neighborhood in the quaint
town of Oregon. Buildable lot! Choose your builder to plant some
roots where mature trees line the street and the schools are award-
winning. Water, sewer, natural ?as and electric at street. Walking
distance to downtown, parks, Tocal eateries, the local recreation
center, local dog park, and so much more. If historical, small towns
are for you, this may just be the perfect location.

HEATHER MANIS
(815) 871-1269

dickersonneman.com/202400221

CHARMING 1.5 STORY! 2 bed, 1 bath home with a potential 3rd
bedroom. Recent updates include kitchen and bath remodels, newer
roof, water heater, HVAC, shed roof, water softener, well pressure
tank, and windows. Features a large family room, separate dining
room, enclosed front porch, main floor laundry, and a spacious shed.
Enjoy small-town living with convenient access to I-39.

TARINA FRISELLA
(815) 509-8880

Starting at $69,000 dickersonnieman.com/201701914
BEAUTIFUL BYRON SUBDIVISION! Large lots, city water
& sewer. No Impact fees. Building packages open to all
builders. Builder assistance available. Developer approval
required. Remaining lots are either full or partial exposure.

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857

TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 988-4388

SHARON BOWERS
(815) 757-7462

DOROTHY BOWERS
(815) 985-3264

MAYDELL LESSEN
DESIGNATED MANAGING BROKER
(815) 622-4619

YRAH AUSTIN-BUSHNELL]
(815) 218-0059

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857

e La
KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

DANA DAUB
(815) 440-2835

RANDY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-4004

SEAN HOSSEINI
(815) 200-8490
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Ogle Jolly 4-H Club busy in new year

toc Imxcx thinkind,

my HEART
to greater loyalty,
my HANDS
to larger service, and
my HEALTH
to better living, for
my club, my cumm ik

(FROM CLUB REPORTER ALYSE ROGERS)

Members of the Ogle Jolly 4-H Club have been very busy since the start of the new 4-H year. They have elected a new officer team for the year. They had a visit from the
Stillman Valley Fire Department about fire safety. Members were allowed to look around inside the fire trucks and ambulance. Members delivered Christmas cards to
the residents of the Neighbors nursing home in Byron and also sang Christmas carols throughout the building. At the December meeting they held an awards night
honoring all members who earned awards during the year. Pictured is Ayden Alderks receiving the Wayne Danekas award from Vice President Braden Rogers. Most
recently club members participated in the county bowling competition at T-Byrd Lanes in Rochelle.

Marschang named December 2023 Student of the Month at Polo Community High School

POLO — Allissa Mar-
schang was recently named
the December Studentofthe
Month at Polo Community
High School and received
a scholarship from the Polo
Schools Foundation for her
efforts. She is the daughter
of Ray and Rebecca Mar-
schang.

Marschang’s extracur-
ricular activities include
Spanish Club, sports and
more. After highschool, she
hopes to attend college and
get a degree in engineering.

Uponwinningtheaward,
Marschangfilled outalistof
questions about her school
experience.

What does it take to be
a successful high school
student?

Have motivation, sur-

very interesting to me, be-
cause I love to learn about
how things work. We learn
about the force of gravity
as well as motion. Just last
week, my class conducted
an online lab about forces
and motion. I enjoyed this
lab because I could see the
numbers I calculated come
to life when I clicked the
playbutton. My favorite part
about this particular lab was
the three stars that popped
up on the screen when the
answers I put were correct.

What are your ca-
reer and post-graduation
plans?

After 1 graduate high
school, I plan to pursue
my career of interest: engi-
neering. When I am older, |
want to use my secondary

about issues they cannot
control. I would love to
have the opportunity to
attend school at Purdue
University in Indiana. The
campusisbeautiful and their
engineering programis very
impressive.

What are your two
favorite extracurricular,
volunteer or community
activities you participate
in?

Youth group and volun-
teering at Kidz Cafe. Youth
groupallows metosharemy
ideas and feelings without
judgment. The rest of the
kids who attend are very
caring and mature. They
understand how important
it is to be supportive or
give constructive criticism
when needed. They’re like

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Allissa Marschang was recently named the December Student of the Month at
Polo Community High School and received a scholarship from the Polo Schools

Foundation for her efforts.

round yourself with good education to help people.  asecond family.Thavebeen community that I don’tsee  portive. I enjoy doing these Tripsto Chicagowiththe
people, and push yourself.  Engineers create so many  volunteering at Kidz Café  all the time.  enjoy making  because I feel like they give ~ Spanish Club.

What class do you find  important buildings and for two years now, and I  food in the kitchen with  me purpose. What is your hope for
really engaging and why?  machines. I want to be a  loveseeingallthekidsevery — people I've known forever. Pleaseshareamoment, the future?

Physics with Gina Cole  part of their world; tocreate ~ time they come in. It’s a  Overall these experiences  group event or activity at I want to have a big and
has been the most engaging  things that allow the rest of  great opportunity forme to  have taught me how to be  school that was meaning-  healthy family, withaloving

class this year. Physics is

the population to not worry

Teils

PET OF

interactwithmembersofmy

ROCHELLE

respectful, caring and sup-

@@%

ful or memorable.

husband and a job I love.

gmoming

THE WEEK BRVETERINARY HOSPITAL

Compassionate, quality care
for your companion.

Dr. Nicole Marquardt
Dr. Lynn Deets
Dr. Melissa Corson

Humane Society

Trust with a Groomer is
important - our Groomer has
over 10 years experience &

expertise.

815.758.2457

www.tailshumanesociety.org

Ay /
I}

Please call for appointments

dach3|es to DANES

» Gas Anesthetic
+ On-site Laboratory

» Experienced Groomer
* Boarding and Daycare

« Surgical Laser « Geriatric Care
[ J * X-ray + Dentistry
pchellevet.c Boarding And Grooming
. I’;Aoobnki)'/::i-!gysrs: (81 5) 562-5207 8 1 5 -4 5 3 = 2 8 4 3
Sat 8-noon 1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle ] 1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

Call:

Andrew Heiserman 815-561-2123
Christel Ackland 815-561-2153
or
Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

If you're in the market for a big cuddle bug, you definitely need to meet me,
Azul. I'm an adolescent pup at almost 9 months of age. I'm a great guy who
likes people a whole lot! I've also become a good playmate to another dog in my
foster home. We play up a storm! I'm both house-trained and crate-trained, too.
I'had a broken leg so had to spend a few months resting in a crate. That was No
Fun for a young dog but | made the best of it and was a good patient. Now I'm
all better and ready to find a person or family to love me forever! If that might
be you, please come see me at Tails. | can't wait for our adventures to begin!

to advertise on the Pet of the Week Page!
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Obituaries

Mable (Ray) Ashelford

BYRON — Mable
(Ray) Ashelford, Septem-
ber 25, 1930 — February
3,2024. After 93 years of
love, laughter, hard work,
courage, faith, and dedica-
tion to family and friends,
we lost our mom, grandma
and GG on February 3,
2024. Mom was faithful
to her many friends and
always had a joke ready to
evoke a laugh. She liked
nothing more than visiting
with her family, friends and
neighbors.

Many also enjoyed her
wonderful meals and des-
serts, especially her church
family. Mable May Ray
was born on September
25, 1930, in Scottland, IL
to Bluford and Blanche
(Bialek) Ray, joining sis-
ter, Jean Betty Ray. After
homesteading in Colorado
Springs, CO her family
moved to Byron in the late
30’s where Mable attended
the McCormick one room
school house.

She graduated in 1948
from Byron High School.
On February 10,1951, she
married Byron High School
classmate, William “Bill”

Richard

OREGON — Richard
“Rick” L. Hultquist, age 69,
went to be with the Lord on
Tuesday, January 2, 2024,
surrounded by his loving
family at Generations at
Neighbors Nursing Home
in Byron, IL.

Born on September 15,
1954, in Rockford, IL, he
was the son of Richard
& Barbara (Lantz) Hul-
tquist. Rick worked for
40 years as a welder for
E.D. Etnyre. He married
the love of his life, Tamra
“Tammy” Harrison on
January 17, 1975. He was
an avid outdoorsman, often
spending his time fishing,
hiking, exploring the caves
at White Pines State Park,
orevenjustusinghisriding
lawnmower. Rick alsohad
a passion for music, spend-
ing many years playing the
drums in a band. He loved
his family dearly, especial-
ly if that meant cooking,

MT.MORRIS—Don-
aldJ. Myers, age 97, passed
away on Wednesday Feb-
ruary 7, 2024 in Serenity
Hospice & Home, Oregon,
IL. Donwasbornon Febru-
ary 25, 1926 in Mt. Morris
Township, IL, the son of
Samuel & Grace (Snyder)
Myers. He served in the
United States Navy during
WWII, and fought in the
Pacific Theater on the USS
Colorado, USS Antietam,

Any arrests listed in this paper are merely
charges and the defendants are presumed
innocent unless proven guilty in a court of law.
Please note that all police reports received
from the Oregon Police, Byron Police, Polo

Henry Ashelford. Mable
was a member of the By-
ron Bittner Bakery Girls
amateur softball team, the
National Farmers Organi-
zation, and was a long-term
member, Sunday School
teacher and deacon at the
United Church of Byron.
Together Mable and Bill
farmed foroversix decades
in the Sycamore and Ore-
gon, [Larea. Mable was the
proud mother of William
Ray Ashelford, Ronald
Ray (Crystal) Ashelford
(Byron, IL), Victoria Ann
Holland (Madison, WI)and
Robert Ray (Terri) Ashel-
ford (Byron, IL), grand-
mother to Thomas Robert
(Ali Ingram) Ashelford
(Byron, IL) and Catherine
Elizabeth (Mark) Ragland
(Alexandria, VA),and great
grandmother to Ruby Isa-
belle Ragland. Mable was
preceded by her husband,
Bill (August 31, 2012),
son, Bill (August20,2023),
parents, parents in law
Walter and Agnes Ashel-
ford, sister Betty, niece
June Bernadine Henry, and
nephews Gordon Henry,
Joe and Duane Russian.

and grilling for them. He
was famous for his break-
fast; every member of the
family had their favorite
dish thathe would make. In
heaven, Rick joins his par-
ents, parents-in-law John
Richard & Sarah (Harah)
Harrison, biological father
Walt Tankersly, brother Mi-
chael “Mic” Hultquist, and
daughter Shanna Sarah.
He is survived and
missed dearly by his wife
Tammy of Oregon, IL;
children Richard M. Hul-
tquist of Oregon, IL, Tara
L. Hultquist of Oregon, IL,
Trena L. (Adam) Ander-
son of Winona, MN, and
Torye C. (Dylan) Green
of Mt. Morris, IL; brother-
in-law John D. Harrison;
half brother-in-law Troy
(Cubia) Harrison; and
grandchildren Taylor Hul-
tquist, Trinity Hultquist,
Pagie Merritt, Kaydin Re-
ber, Noah Reber, Kameri

and the USS Hancock.
Don married Ruby Myers
in 1949 and she preceded
him in death in 2011.

Don was a member of
the Leaf River Lions Club,
Mt. Morris Rifle Club, Leaf
River VFVW, and he was a
scoutmasterinAdeline, IL.

Cremation rites have
been accorded with Finch
Funeral Home, 405 East
Hitt, Mt. Morris, IL.

There will be a private

Report policy

Mable is further survived
by many nieces, nephews
and good friends. Funeral
service will be held 10:30
AM, Saturday, February 10,
2024 at the United Church
of Byronwiththe RevTyler
Spellious and Rev. Dave
Bateman Co-officiating.
Visitation will be held
from 5-7 PM on Friday,
February9,2024 atthe Far-
rell-Holland-Gale Funeral
Home, 506 W. Merchant
Street in Byron, IL. Burial
will be at the Byron Cem-
etery. A memorial fund is
established for the United
Church of Byron or the Se-
renity Hospiceand Home in
Oregon. Visitwww.farrell-
hollandgale.com to leave a
condolence or memory of
Mable. Time cannot steal
the treasures that we carry
inourhearts. Until we meet
again, Toodle-oo, Mom.

‘Rick’ L. Hultquist

Reber, Logan Anderson,
Adalae Anderson, Aubery
Anderson, Isaiah Hultquist,
and Aaliyah Green.

The family would like
to extend a big thank you
to Doctor Mark Meyers of
Oregon, IL. The Hultquists
couldn’t ask for better care
in their time of need.

Rick will be laid to rest
at Riverview Cemetery
near his parents-in-law.
Memorial donations are
established in his name
and may be directed to the
family. To leave an online
condolenceorplantatreein
hishonorplease visitwww.
farrellhollandgale.com

Donald J. Myers

family graveside service.

Inlieuofflowers, memo-
rials to Mt. Morris Library
and/or Serenity Hospice
& Home.

Police, Mt. Morris Police, the Ogle County
Sheriff’s Department and the lllinois State
Police, will be printed without exception.
Requests to omit particular reports will not be
considered or honored at any time.
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Joyce Ann Noon

OREGON — Joyce
Ann Noon, age 77, died
peacefully on Wednesday,
February 7,2024 at Seren-
ity Hospice and Home near
Oregon. She was born on
May 10, 1946 in Oregon
the daughter to Richard
and Edith (White) Fridley.

Joyce attended Oregon
Schools and graduated
from Oregon High School
in 1964. She married
Arnold L. Noon on April
2, 1966 in Oregon. She
worked over 28 years for
the Ogle County USDA
office. She was a longtime
member of the Oregon
Church of God, and loved
being a part of the Tuesday
Prayer Group. Joyce was
very active in her church
serving on the Mission
Committee and as a Sun-
day School teacher. Joyce
loved to cook, especially
for her family every Sun-
day afternoon after church.
She and Arnold loved
to travel. Together they

LaVon

BYRON — LaVon L.
“Tootie” Willey, age 85,
passed away on February
1, 2024 at Generations at
Neighbors in Byron. She
was bornonJune27,1938
in Stillman Valley the
daughter of Joe and Agnes
(Hoernecke) Cox. She
grew up in Stillman Valley
and graduated from Still-
man Valley High School
Class 0of 1956. She married
the love of her life, Nor-
man Willey, on October 5,
1957. She was a member
of the Red Brick Church.
LaVon worked a few jobs
including working in the
lunch departmentat Byron
High School for 10 years
while her children were in
school. But, her main pas-
sion was being a mother
and grandmother. In her
spare time, she enjoyed
quilting and playing Mah
Jong. She was an avid

were able to travel to all
50 states.

She also collected but-
terflies and nativity scenes.
Here grandchildren and
great grandchildren were
dearest to her heart. She
was predeceased by her
parents Richard and Edith
Fridley, her husband Ar-
nold, and brothers-in-law
Michael Baker, Dale Noon,
and Stan Ubben.

She is survived by her
children: LeAnn Oltmanns
of Oregon; Jennifer (Fe-
lipe) Rodriguez of Dixon;
and Alan (Melody) Noon
of Oregon; sister Jeanne
Baker(Terry Skinner) of
Rhinelander, Wisconsin;
sisters-in-law Kathy Ub-
ben of Mt. Moris, IL; and
Sharon Noon of Omaha,
Nebraska; 4 grandchildren:
Matt Oltmanns of Ore-
gon; Molly (Josh) Mattus
of Bury St. Edmunds,
England; Bryce Noon of
Loveland, Colorado; and
Brenna Noon of Oregon;

great-grandchildren Thea
and Arlo Mattus and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.
Funeral service will be
10:30 AM, Monday, Feb-
ruary 12, 2024 at the Or-
egon Church of God with
the Rev. Michael Hoffman
pastor of the church offi-
ciating. Visitation will be
at the church on Sunday,
February 11, 2024 from
3-5 PM. Burial will be at
the Daysville Cemetery
following the funeral ser-
vice. A memorial fund is
established for the Oregon
Church of God.

To leave a condolence
or memory of Joyce visit
www.farrellhollandgale.

L. “Tootie’ Wllley

cup collector and also en-
joyed playing cards with
her friends for nearly 60
years. She was a sports
fanatic especially football
and baseball. LaVon was
a social butterfly and was
always ready to greet
everyone with a smile, a
kind word, and a hug. She
is preceded in death by
her parents, husband, and
brothers, Clifton, Virgil,
and John. She is survived
and missed by her sons,
David (Su) Willey of Syc-
amore and Derek (Heath-
er) Willey of Stillman Val-
ley; grandchildren, Jordan
Bute, Wade Bute, Paytyn
Willey, and Hailey Wil-
ley; sisters-in-law, Sandy
Cox, Marjorie Vogt, and
Mary Willey; neighbor
and close friend, Denise;
close friends, David and
DeeDee Sneed; and many
beloved nieces, nephews,

cousins, and friends. A
funeral service will be held
on Thursday, February 8
at 10:00 AM at The Red
Brick Church in Stillman
Valley with Pastor David
Bogner officiating. Vis-
itation will be held on
Wednesday, February 7
from 5:00 PM — 7:00 PM
at Farrell Holland Gale
Funeral Home in Byron.
Burial will be at Byron
Cemetery. Memorials are
established for The Red
Brick Church. To leave an
online condolence please
visit www.farrellholland-
gale.com

Local Girl Scouts receive $28,393 grant from
CFNIL for Camp McCormick Troophouse

STILLMAN VAL-
LEY - Girl Scouts of
Northern Illinois (GSNI)
recently received a gen-
erous $28,393 grant from
the Community Foun-
dation of Northern Illi-
nois (CFNIL). The Board
of Trustees of CFNIL
approved a grant from
the Community Grants
Program for GSNI with
support from the Corbett
Family Fund for Youth,
Families, and Human Ser-
vices of the Community
Foundation of Northern

linois.

A grant for “Project
No More Leaks!” was
awarded to install a new
metal roof on Troophouse
at Camp McCormick in
Stillman Valley. Troop-
house is a one-room log
cabin that provides sleep-
ing accommodation forup
to36 people inyear-round
conditions. It houses a
great room for activities
and sleeping, a carpeted
loft area for sleeping or
other activities, a full
kitchen, and a large deck

from which to enjoy the
surrounding wooded area.
With the installation of the
new roof, campers and
their families will be able
to use and enjoy Troop-
house for years to come.

GSNI would like to
thank CFNIL for joining
in the Girl Scout Mission
where our future commu-
nity leaders have a space
all their own, where their
interests, their experience,
and their leadership—to-
day and tomorrow—is the
top priority!

Locals named to WIU Dean’s List

MACOMB/MO -
LINE — A total of 1,183
undergraduate students
enrolled at Western II-

linois University were
named to the fall 2023

WFW

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS.

VFW Post #8739

1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

dean’s List.

The total includes 107
students at the WIU-
Quad Cities Campus.
To receive this award, an
undergraduate student

WFW

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS.

815-732-6851

Bar Mon-Thur 4 - 8PM & Fri 4 - 9PM
Kitchen Mon-Thur 4-7PM & Fri 4-8PM

Public

Public

is VFW EVENTS is

Welcome!

Monday Lighting @ 5:30pm

Welcomel

Wednesday Bingo @ 5:30pm
Thursday Trivia Night @ 6:30pm
Fridays @ 7pm 1* Fridays, Karaoke, Live music
(different Fridays)

Every Friday our Fish, Chicken, Shrimp Dinners
We do Carry Outs

Try out the hot slots every weekday!

)

J)

Gaming

01082024

must earn at least a 3.6
grade point average on a
scale of4.0, which equals
an A in a minimum of 12
credit hours of graded
courses; pass-fail hours
are not counted (e.g.,
student teaching, intern-
ships).

Local honorees includ-
ed: Nathaniel R. Penrod
(senior) of Byron, Grace
Watterson (junior) of Da-
vis Junction, Emalee R.
Vandewarker (freshman)
of Forreston, and Brandon
E. Rowe (freshman) of

Mt. Morris.

Look! 4 corners!

Everyday moments can be learning
moments with your kids. For more
tips, visit bornlearning.org

Y mER
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Oregon Elementary names January 2024 Students of the Month

Oregon Elementary School recently named its January 2024 Students of the Month. They include: Made-
laine Alford, Henry Schleicher, Avery Coakley, Paisley Busser, Peyton Lee, Issac Stanley, Tucker Lahman, Luna
Stevens, Stella O’'Rorke, Mason Toth, Addison Meyer, Bryant Morris, Hayden Baxter, Robbie Arves, Abigail
VanDyke, Nora Rogers, Sadie Zuber, Leo Kingery, Tegan Davis, Channing Berg, Brady Skinner, Jovie Barker,
Gage Diehl, Charlie Nesemeier, Justin Leary, Will O'Brien, Jackson Gadow, Ellie Schier, Emersyn Smice, Mia Ball,
Cannon Ziller, Mathew Heuser, Alyssa Rowe, RyAnne Engelkens, Brenden Wolfe, Makayla Danielson, Caleb
Jones, Evie Elder, and Kiley Foster.

Frank Floski Memorial Scholarship offered

OREGON — Appli-
cations are now available
for the Frank Floski Jr.
Memorial Scholarship for
Education.

The $1,500 scholar-
ship is being offered to a
graduating Oregon High
School senior who plans
to study education in the
fall of 2024.

Floski was a life-long
public school educator
who is best remembered
as principal of Mt. Morris
High from 1965 to 1985.

A U.S Navy veteran,
Frank was able to earn a
teaching degree at Eastern
[llinois University by using
the GIBill. He often said he
would not have been able
to become a teacher had
it not for that assistance.
A life-long leaner, Frank
continued to teach follow-
ing retirement, serving
as a mentor to struggling
students Throughout his
life, both privately and as
a principal, Frank worked
to carry out his belief that
everyone who wanted to
attend college should be
able to.

When Frank passed
away in December, his
family gratefully accepted
memorial gifts in his name
to help fund this scholar-
ship.

L.l |

g

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Applications are now available for the Frank Floski Jr.
Memorial Scholarship for Education.

Class rank and GPA
are considerations for this
scholarship; family income
is not. Details and applica-

tionsmay be obtained atthe
Oregon High School Guid-
ance office. The deadline
for applying is March 15.

PAG Scholarship
applications now available

OREGON — Schol-
arship applications for the
Performing Arts Guild are
now available atthe Oregon
High School guidance of-
fice or can be downloaded
from the website at: www.
performingartsguild.com

These scholarships are
limited to individuals liv-
ing in Mt Morris and
Oregon or attending the
Oregon School District

ANDERSON

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners,
Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters,
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

—

Lic# 055-013999

621 First Ave., Rochelle
(815) 562-8784

09252023

#220. Applications are
open to anyone interested
in studying the arts. This
includes, but is not limited
to, performing, directing,
teaching drama, music,
visual arts, technical crafts,

set design, etc.

Scholarship applica-
tion deadline is March
15. Scholarships will be
awarded in May during
the OHS Honors Night
Assembly.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Polo Lions Club makes grocery deliveries

On Wednesday, Jan. 31, Polo Lions Club member Dave Buchar is shown ready to
make three grocery deliveries. This is a free service done by the Polo Lions Club.
Call the Polo Fresh Food Market grocery store on Tuesday by 7 p.m. to get on the

list.

2024 Grand Detour Township meetings set

GRAND DETOUR —
All Grand Detour Township
meetings will be held at the
Grand Detour Town Hall on
the second Wednesday of
the month at 7:30 p.m. with
the exception of the April
meeting that will be held
immediately following the
annual meeting that is held
the second

RALPHIE

&
Lwlow's

fish, chicken and more

RALPHIE & LULU’S

Valentine's Day Dinner Dates:
Wednesday February 14"

5PM to 8PM

Friday February 16"

5PM to 8PM

Saturday February 17t

5PM to 8PM

Join us on Friday nights for : Saturday we serve up Chicken

Ralphie a fan favorite

Menu Items:
Fillet Mingnon « Ribeye ¢ Grilled
Chicken Breast  Pork Chops
(add shrimp to any meal for $4)
Sweet & Reqular Baked Potato
Special Homemade Salad Bar
w/Spaghetti
NO TACOS!

The slots are hot and
the beer is cold

02122024

Serving dinner Wednesday 5 - 8 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 5 - 8 p.m.

812 Main Si. - Ashton

Tuesday in April. If you
have any questions, please
feel free to contact Con-
nie Ross, town clerk, at
815.973.0988. Meetingdates

are: Feb. 14, March 13, April
9, (following annual town-
ship meeting), May 8, June
12,July 10,Aug. 14, Sept. 11,
Oct.9,Nov. 13, and Dec. 11.

Bird Realt

HOMES « FARMS « COMMERCIAL

/,
/ Ready to

Buy or Sell?

Want to make sure you don't
overpay for your new home?

| CAN HELP - CALL TODAY!

Buying or selling real estate in Northern Illinois?
Call Doug at 815-222-5806 for all your real estate needs!

Doug Weber
815-222-5806

doug@dougweber.net | 1688 Brandywine Lane, Dixon, IL | www.dougweber.net
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It's time for Congress to
address the affordable
housing crisis

ROM coast to
coast, the founda-
tion of a thriving

community is affordable
housing. Making sure hard-
working families have a
safe and reliable place to
liveis essential toeconomic
growthandto quality oflife.
Unfortunately, a chronic
lack of supply and soar-
ing demand has deepened
America’saffordable hous-
ing shortage. This has been
a serious issue for years but
has been transformed into a
crisis by recent events such
as the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, supply chaindifficulties,
rising interest rates and in-
flation. With over 11.6 mil-
lionhouseholds nationwide
paying more than halftheir
monthly income on rent,
too many families must
choosebetween payingrent
and other essentials such as
food, gas or medicine. At
the end of 2022, our coun-
try was 3.8 million homes
shortof meeting the general
housing needs of Ameri-
cans and 7 million homes
short of housing for ex-
tremely low-incomerenters.
Fortunately, there is a solu-
tion with a 37-year track
record of proven results
and support from both
Republicans and Demo-
crats: The Low-Income
Housing Tax Credit. Since
its inception through bi-
partisan legislation signed
by President Ronald Rea-
gan, the Housing Credit
has financed the production
of over 3.7 million homes.
Through a model of pub-
lic-private partnerships
utilizing private capital
and private development,
and a pay-for-performance
structure that ensures not a
dime of taxpayer money
is spent until affordable
housing developments are
serving people in need, the
Housing Credithasbecome
ournation’s primary tool for
affordable housing produc-
tion. Withoutit, virtuallyno
affordable housing is built.
The success of the program
is laudable, and the mount-
ing need for affordable
housing means improving
and expanding it has never
been more critical. That
is why we must enact our
bipartisan bill — the Af-
fordable Housing Credit
Improvement Act (AH-
CIA). Every community
in America is impacted by
this crisis and the growing
bipartisan support for the
AHCIA shows it. Since
it was introduced seven
months ago, our House
bill has gained over 200
co-sponsors equally divid-
ed between Republicans
and Democrats — a re-
markable feat in our cur-
rent Congress. Along with
the Senate companion bill,
we have the support of over
40 percent of Congress.
Through the bill’s key pro-
duction provisions, we will
be able to finance nearly
2 million more affordable
homes. One immediate

need is the reversal of
an unprecedented cut the
Housing Credit faced at
the end of 2021. Congress
enacted a 12.5 percent
increase in Housing Credit
resources in 2018 with
bipartisan support but al-
lowed it to expire because
of inaction. This could not
have come at a worse time
for the working families,
veterans, seniors and other
Americans desperately
seeking affordable housing
in our country. That is why
wemustnotonlyreversethe
12.5percentcut, butalsoin-
crease the affordable hous-
ing supply. Akey provision
of the AHCIA would help
by reducing the amount of
bonds required for a devel-
opment to access Housing
Credit equity. There are
thousands of shovel-ready
projects on the sidelines
that could immediately
get under development.
Let’s be clear—affordable
housing and economic
prosperity are inextricably
linked because aworkforce
needs workforce hous-
ing. There is also no job
growth if workers can’t
find an affordable place
to live and if employers
can’t find workers. We see
this vicious cycle playing
out in local economies
nationwide. By producing
stable workforce housing
in a broad range of areas,
from fast-growing cities
to farmworker housing in
rural areas, enactment of the
AHCIA and addressing the
affordable housing crisis is
a key part of our continued
economic recovery. Also,
because the Housing Credit
is targeted at the local level
based on area median in-
come, in many areas this
is housing for teachers,
firefighters, police officers
and other hardworking
professions like restaurant,
hospitality and retail work-
ers — all essential parts
of a thriving community.
At a time of heightening
division in our politics,
this crisis transcends party
becauseitaffects everyone.
Byenactingthe AHCIA, we
can show that impactful bi-
partisan accomplishments
aren’t a thing of the past in
Washington. Congress has
a lot on its plate, but we
cannot let any more time
go by without addressing
the affordable housing
crisis head on. We urge our
leaders and colleaguestoact
now and not let this crisis
get any worse.

Congressman Darin La-
Hood (R-IL) and Congress-
woman Suzan DelBene
(D-WA), both members of
the House Ways and Means
Committee, authored this
op-ed in The Hill to urge
support for their biparti-
san Affordable Housing
Credit Improvement Act
(AHCIA). The legislation
recently surpassed 200
cosponsors equally divided
between Republicans and
Democrats.

LIFE letters' policy

Concise letters are most likely to be chosen
for publication, but the use of any material is at
the discretion of management. All letters must be
signed or they will not be considered for publi-
cation. During election times, no letters written
by the candidates endorsing themselves will
be considered for publication. Editing may be
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity
or libel, but ideas will not be altered. Writers are
urged to use discretion and refrain from sarcasm
or personal attacks. Criticism of individuals or
organizations that is not broached tactfully will
jeopardize the publication of a letter. Letters will
be published in the order that they are received,
unless there is a time factor involved, space per-
mitting.

lllinois agriculture remains resilient
amid year of challenges, uncertainty

VERYONE can
point to that year
intheirlives—the

year when 23 inches of
snow blanketed the state,
the year an EF3 tornado
ripped through arural com-
munity, or the first holiday
withoutmomordad. There
are some years that stick
out more than most.

Last December, I called
on everyone in Illinois ag-
riculture to come together
to make 2023 the “Year of
the Farmer,” but for many
Illinois farm families, this
year was shaping up to
be full of heartaches and
hardships.

Tornadoes, hailstorms
and derechosblasted much
of the state in early spring
and summer, exacerbat-
ing already challenging
planting conditions and
damaging homes. Severe
thunderstorms producing
dozens of devastating
tornadoes tore through
fields of farmland and rural
communities.

Families lost their
homes, and many were
left with extreme damage
to their livelihoods. Oth-
ers lost family members,
neighbors and friends.

Then drought hit nearly
every corner of the state as
farm production, equip-
mentandland costsreached
record highs, squeezing our
pocketbooks. At the same
time, global conflicts put a
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new focus on food security
and the need to pass amod-
ernized farm bill that meets
theneeds ofall Americans.
Yet, inthe face ofuncer-
tainty, our farm families re-
mained resilient. Through
thunderstorms, drought,
inflation and global unrest,
Illinois farmers dug in
their heels and got to work
producing three billion
bushels of graininthe 2023
crop year. And, together,
farmers across the country
grew the largest corn crop
on record, according to
the U.S. Department of
Agriculture.
Despite the
challenges, Illi-
nois farmers rose
tothe occasion. We

gy and research. Nutrient
stewardship field days
put a focus on emerging
strategies to protect water
quality, and a new survey
from the Illinois Fertilizer
and Chemical Association,
with support of Illinois
Farm Bureau (IFB) and
several other agriculture
organizations, released
new data showing farmers’
progress in this space.
Last year, IFB debuted
its Emmy-Award-winning
documentary, “Sustain-
ing Our Future: A Farm
Family Story,” which told
Ganschow Farms’ conser-
vation story. IFB
continues to high-
light Illinois farm-
ers’ stories, and I

started off the year look forward to
strong with the I1li- the coming launch
nois Farm Families N o of “Fields Apart:
coalitionlaunching Richard Rooted Together,”
the “We are the 96 a three-part long-

percent” campaign
during Super Bowl
LVII to bring awareness
to Illinois’ nearly 70,000
family-owned farms. This
campaignshowed consum-
ers that our farms might
look different than they did
100 years ago, but that’s
because they’ve evolved
sothatmultiple generations
of families can continue
farming together.

Illinois farmers also
emphasized sustainability
and conservation through
embracing new technolo-

Guebert Jr.

form video series
showcasing shared
characteristics, goals and
challenges facingruraland
urban farmers.

Life is full of challeng-
es, both good and bad,
and Illinois farm families
know that it’s the many
little things that canmake a
major impact. When I look
back on all the progress
we’ve made this year, 'm
excited for the nextchapter
in Illinois agriculture.

Serving as president of
IFB the past 10 years has

been a true privilege. I’ve
been very fortunate for
the opportunity to steward
this organization toward
a bountiful future. I am
proudto see my friends and
colleagues Brian Duncan
of Polo, Ogle County, and
Evan Hultine of Princeton,
Bureau County, elected to
be IFB’s next president
and vice president, re-
spectively. I look forward
to seeing the course they
chart for IFB.

As 1 wrap up my fi-
nal column on behalf of
IFB, I’d like to thank our
members, current and
former county leaders and
managers for their engage-
ment and dedication to
[llinois agriculture. 1 am
also thankful for the IFB
directors who currently
serve and who have previ-
ously served for investing
their time and energy in
leading this organization.
And, finally, my family
for their infinite support
and patience while I was
away for this role.

It was really all of
them who gave me this
opportunity to serve, and
I am forever grateful for
the sacrifices they made.
May lllinois agriculture
continue to prosperin2024
and beyond!

Richard Guebert Jr. is
the now-former president
of the Illinois Farm Bu-
reau.

Letter: Thanks for food pantry support

EAR editor,
Loaves &
Fish Food Pan-

try would like to thank
the community for your
continued support. With
your help, we were able
to provide food to an av-
erage of 152 families, 376
individuals each month
in 2023. That’s an in-
crease of an average of 29
households every month
from the previous year!
In November we provided
140 Holiday Meals to area
families. Wealso partnered
with Northern Illinois
Food Bank to host mobile
pantries every month from
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Letter:

[ J
EAR editor,

[ am writing

in support of

Dan Janes’ candidacy for
Ogle County Board Mem-
ber from District 5 in the
upcoming March 19 Re-
publican Primary Election
district. I believe Danisan
exceptional candidate for
this position because of
his experience, leadership
and dedication to serving
his community.

I’ve known Dan for 14

* On Feb. 26, 1917, the
Original Dixieland Jass
(later Jazz) Band recorded
“Livery Stable Blues,” the
world’s first jazz record,
for the Victor Talking Ma-
chine Company in New
York. That same year, the
group also made the first
appearance of a jazz band
inamotion picture, a silent
film titled “The Good for
Nothing.”

* On Feb. 27, 1938, a
new mascot design was
created by Chris Klein and
C. Karnstadt for use by the
Pontiac car brand, in the
form of an Indian maiden.
The theme was inspired by
connections with the Gen-

January to October, which
provide additional food to
our neighbors —about 120
households every month.
We appreciate all the
different ways our com-
munity helps us! Thank
you to the various com-
munity organizations and
individuals who donate
food. Special thanks to the
Boy Scouts and post office
for organizing communi-
ty-wide food drives, and
to Sullivan’s in Mt. Morris
for their fall and Christ-
mas fundraisers for the
pantry! And thank you to
everyone who contributes
financially. We couldn’tdo

it without your help!

A special thank you to
all our volunteers — those
who work on pantry days,
those who work in the
community garden, and
those who help unload
deliveries of food. We are
always looking for new
volunteers! If you would
like to volunteer or learn
more about the pantry, call
the pantry phone (815-613-
8776).

Loaves & Fish Food
Pantry, located at 409
W. Brayton Road in Mt.
Morris, is open on the first
and third Thursday from
3:30-6 p.m. and second

and fourth Monday from
2-4:30 p.m. Anyone expe-
riencing food insecurity is
welcome. Transportationis
provided tothose whoneed
it on the second Monday
of every month, free of
charge, by calling LOTS
and scheduling a ride. If
you have any questions,
pleasecall ortext815-613-
8776, or visit our website
at loavesandfishmm.com.
Our sincere thanks,

Barb Diehl & Jan
Francis,
co-directors, and The
Loaves & Fish Food
Pantry Board

Support for Dan Janes

years and have seen first-
hand his determination
to serve his constituents
in multiple ways -- as a
county board member, a
vital member of the Ogle
County Republican Party,
and as a member of Still-
man Valley Lions. Dan
researches issues, talks to
community members and
does what many don’t:
he listens to the concerns
and opinions of those
involved. And when the

eral Motors war chief who
was employed in the GM
manufacturing division.

* On Feb. 28, 1983,
the final episode of
“M*A*S*H,” a series
about the staff of an Army
hospital during the Kore-
an War, titled “Goodbye,
Farewell and Amen,” be-
came the most-watched
television episode in U.S.
history, with an estimated
106 million American
viewers.

* On Feb. 29, 2012,
Davy Jones, a former teen
idol and singer for The
Monkees, died of a heart
attack attheage of66. Jones
starred with his bandmates

decision is needed or it
1s time to act, Dan is not
afraid to move forward.
Dan is very conscien-
tious about his duties as
well. He is very prepared
atboard meetings, knowl-
edgeable about the issues,
and willing to go the ex-
tra mile. When the Ogle
County GOP needs some-
one to emcee a meeting or
auctioneer a fundraising
event, they usually look
to Dan. He readily takes

inapopularTVseriesanda
few other shows during his
career, later returning to his
first passion of horses and
becoming a jockey.

* On March 1, 2008,
Britain’s Prince Harry,
who had been sent secretly
to Afghanistan with his
regiment in December at
his request, was forced
to return to Britain after
the American website the
Drudge Report made his
deployment public.

* On March 2, 1969,
the supersonic airliner
and joint British/French
project Concorde setoffon
its maiden flight, reaching
10,000 feet and 300 mph.

on the responsibility and
does an excellent job.

Dan has served Ogle
County diligently and
honorably in the past. I
hope you will join with
me in supporting him in
the upcoming primary
election on March 19 for
DanJanes for Ogle County
Board.

Mike Rock,
Ogle County State’s
Attorney

It would be another seven
years before the plane
began commercial flights,
which continued until
2003, when it was retired
from service.

* On March 3, 2005,
Steve Fossett became the
first person to fly a plane
solo and nonstop around
the globe withoutrefueling,
landing his Virgin Atlantic
GlobalFlyerin Salina, Kan-
sas, aftera67-hourjourney.
Two years later, he would
disappear whileflying over
the Great Basin Desert,
with his wrecked aircraft
discovered in 2008.

(c) 2024 King Features
Synd., Inc.
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Byron High School releases fall 2023 honor roll lists

BYRON — Byron
High School recently
released its 12" grade
honorroll for the fall 2023
semester.

All As: Baker, Abigail
L.; Brandt, Maison J.;
Dahlstrom, Emily K.;
Dolan, Taryn M.; Fish,
Brianna L.; Groharing,
Carter S.; Groharing,
Madison L.; Gruber, Al-
exa G.; Lancaste, Jack
D.;Lee, ConnerA.; Little,
Reese E.; Remhof, Fynn
T. and Scheck, Hailey K.

High honors: Adams,
Traiden T.; Aken, Kye D.;
Baier, Mary A.; Barber,
Jacob S.; Behn, CarsenT.;
Bousum, Aiden J.; Buser,
Carson P.; Carby, Aiden
D.; Conderman, Carson
M.; Connell, Abigail J.;
Cross, Bailey M.; Dillard,
Pheonix M.; Drake, Nich-
olasA.; Druien, Allison V.;
Duncan, Cullen P.; Dyck,
Elizabeth A.; Freedlund,
Andrew R.; Galster, Mav-
erick L.; Gautier, Ophelia
C.; Girone, John C.; Gor-
man, Ashlee J.; Hammes,
Jasmine J.; Harris, Joshua
M.; Hegberg, Rosalie P.;
Hildreth, Clair L.; Imel,
Hope M.; Ingram, Nick-
olas M.; Jackson, Jenna
M.; Jones, Kiley I.; Kann,
Paityn C.; Keefe, Madison
S.; Kilduff, Braylon E.;
Kobylecky, Ted F.; Lenz,
TaylorA.; Maldonado-Ini-
guez, Kevin G.; Mrozek,
Jazmine J.; Newton, Remi
L.; Perkins, Joshua K.
JR; Perkins, Matthew J.;
Pruitt, Melina S.; Rakow-
ski, Faith L.; Ross, Jacob
R.; Smallwood, Reily G.;
Smith, Ashlyn R.; Swan-
son, Wyatt A.; Tidwell,
JacobA.; Tillett, Sarah L.;
Tucker, Ryan V.; Turner,
Haley E.; West, Hailey
L.; Wichman, Everett A.;
Wicklein, Paul H. and
Wilde, Jericho L.

Honors: Adler, Elise
M.; Christian, Baylee L.;
Christian, Benjimin D.;
Field, Jaxson D.; Gehrke,
Bruce A.; Hall, Noah
D.; Henkel, Ashton M.;
Johnson, Brock L.; Jones,
Kyle A.; Mayfield, Paige
E.; Mindock, Josephine

A.; Paulino, Armani J;
Scheidecker, Mya M.;
Shank, Ayden G.; Shouer,
Sarah J.; Spencer, Leila
N.; Tesoro, Ayden M.;
Wagner, Jace A.; Watt,
Emily M. and White,
Austin M.

11th Grade

Byron High School
recently released its 11™"
grade honor roll for the
fall 2023 semester.

All As: Bechtel, Han-
nah C.; Boatman, Taylor
K.; Cassens, Nicholas
J.; Chen, Xiang Yi; Di-
etrich, Claire M.; Fuller,
Addison G.; Henert, Del-
aney J.; Henkel, Claire
C.; Kilmer, Natalie R.;
Larson, Hayden E.; Mu-
grage, Benjamin A.; Reh-
berg, Hayden M.; Roush,
Bryson T.; Sober, George
T.; Stoll, Sadie A.; Tor-
res, Jahaira and Vincer,
Trey A.

High honors: Bak-
er, Davis B.; Barton,
Brock M.; Bauer, Alyssa
R.; Bielskis, Karsyn R.;
Boatman, Thomas K.;
Brass, Nolan A.; Brown,
Rory G.; Brown, Tatum
L.; Claunch, Jared B.;
Connell, Liam H.; Cover,
Haley R.; Cross, Sophia
R.; Cunningham, Ol-
ivia N.; Davis, Carson
D.; Degand, Dakota K.;
Ebersohl, Audrey J.; Em-
ery, Kamryn G.; Flores,
Darlena R.; Franchi, Gi-
anna L.; Gentz, Samuel
A.; Gorzynski, Rylee M.;
Haas, Hunter J.; Hanes,
Ella R.; Helms, Averi D.;
Horwedel, Austin M.;
Johnson, Maximus J.;
Johnson, Noah J.; Jones,
Meredith E.; Kesler, Ri-
ley T.; Knoll, Brayden
A.; Lawver, Jacob S.;
Markham, Audrey M.;
Mc Kinney, Delaney G.;
Mershon, Cooper G.;
Moser, Abigail M.; Norris,
Jackson D.; Nyamwange,
Sarah N.; Palzkill, Jaden
M.; Pauley, Benjamin R.;
Peterson, Lena-Tari K.;
Potter, Jack S.; Poulsen,
Miami T.; Ramos, Liliana
M.; Ross, Jarett B.; Schil-
ling, Neve O.; Shank, Dil-

lonS.; Springer, DylanN.;
Strohecker, Brooklyn L.;
VanBriesen, Kaydon J.;
Vincer, Bailey E.; Wagner,
Brock A.; Wilde, Raven
T.; Williams, Evajane;
Williams, Korbin D. and
Zumdabhl, Brooklyn G.
Honors: Baker, Gina
M.; Chaney, QuentahnD.;
Dale, Talon J.; Denton,
Benjamin R.; DeVoe,
James R.; Draheim, Mad-
dexI.; Harrolle, Westin J.;
Lemke, Brenna C.; Nel-
son, Morgan E.; Nolan,
Alexandra R.; Palmgren,
Skylar G.; Poggensee,
Brookelyn T.; Schau,
EthanR.; Shepeck, Lillian
C.; West, Mason S. and
Yianibas, Kallie A.

10th Grade

Byron High School
recently released its 10™
grade honor roll for the
fall 2023 semester.

All As: Barker, Anna-
bella M.; Booker, Alex
R.; Chen, Zi Han; Con-
sidine, Caden J.; Gamlin,
Kendall L.; Green, Brynn
P.; Hammes, Braiden C.;
Hilliker, Micah J.; Lane,
Madison M.; Martz, Au-
gust L.; Panttila, Brinkli
A.; Payne, Andrew M.;
Salo, Ava G.; Silva, Avril
B.; Starwalt, Timothy S.;
and Wulf, Ole H.

High honors: Abate,
Gavin M.; Auker, Weston
J.; Basler-Heather, Adys-
on M.; Baxter, Payton
O.; Bonvallet, Olivia
A.; Bradford, Eva K
Burnes, Mason R.; But-
zlaff, Ludwig; Chapman,
Addison N.; Clark, Eva
K.; Crampton, Avalynn
F.; Dale, Kaleah J.; Das-
kalov, Jordan T.; Ebens,
Wyatt E.; Eccles, Bren-
ner E.; Groharing, Macy
K.; Grove, Logan N.;
Hill, Evelyn J.; Irvin,
Arianna M.; Johnson,
Hadyn O.; Kerchner, Joel
T.; Khouangsavanh, Ka-
tanyah; Kilduff, Brook-
lyn A.; Krall, Jaxson C.;
Krane, Zachary T.; Lewis,
Elisabeth G.; Linhart,
Courtney J.; Madden,
Laila B.; Marchini, Layni
E.; Mendoza, Andrew

ABATE Motorcycle Swap Meet is Feb. 25

DIXON — Twin Riv-
ers chapter of ABATE
is holding its 16™ annual
motorcycle swap meet on
Sunday, Feb. 25 from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Dixon
Elks Lodge at 1279 Frank-
lin Grove Road, Dixon, IL
61021.

Admission is $5 and
free for those 12 and under.

Early birds are $7.
Vendors will be selling
all makes and models
of new and used parts,
leathers and biker clothes,
motorcycle photos and
more. A new Harley Da-
vison raffle bike will be on
display and raffle tickets
will be available.
Breakfast, lunch and

refreshments will be avail-
able all day.

Vendor space is avail-
ablefor$25. Tobeavendor
or for more information,
call Johnat 815-440-6018.

Proceeds from the event
are used for education and
the signs you may have
seenthatsay “START SEE-
ING MOTORCYCLES”.

ISP Troop 1 announces monthly
activity for January 2024

STERLING —Illinois
State Police Troop 1 Cap-
tain Joseph Blanchette
has announced enforce-
ment figures and activity
for January.

Illinois State Police
Troop 1 Troopers issued
726 citations, 997 written
warnings, and made 26
criminal arrests during
the month of January.

Troopers issued 241 ci-
tations for speeding, 18
citations for distracted
driving violations and
17 citations for occupant
restraint violations.
Troopers investigat-
ed 138 traffic crashes,
assisted 612 motorists,
and conducted 316 com-
mercial motor vehicle
inspections, 33 of which

were placed out-of-ser-
vice for safety reasons.
There were 22 arrests
for driving under the
influence.

Troop 1, which encom-
passes Boone, Carroll,
Jo Daviess, Lee, Ogle,
Stephenson, Whiteside
and Winnebago counties,
investigated one fatal
traffic crash in January.

Highland Community College
announces fall 2023 graduates

FREEPORT — High-
land Community Col-
lege announces the 2023
fall graduates. Graduates
were awarded associate
degrees, associate of ap-
plied science degrees, or

certificates.

Forreston: Cole Becker,
Agricultural Production
Certificate, Agribusiness
Management Associate of
Applied Science.

Leaf River: Sophia

Hughes, Associate of Gen-
eral Studies, Agricultural
Production Certificate.
Mt. Morris: Shefkije
Ismaili, Associate of Arts;
Jacob Smith, Automotive
Service - Level 1.

Kultgen named to dean’s list at Auburn

AUBURN, Ala. —
The College of Sci-
ence and Mathematics
at Auburn University
in Alabama has named

Ava Kultgen of Byron
to the dean’s list for
the fall 2023 semester.
Ava has demonstrated
academic achievement

by attaining a 4.0 grade
pointaverage. She is ma-
joring in applied math-
ematics and actuarial
science.

W.; Morton, Malia I.;
Newton, Cason P.; Plei-
mann, Emma J.; Politsch,
Kade R.; Prose, Tatum
A.; Rohde, Gavin J.; Ro-
savelasquez, Amelie Z.;
Roschi, Alya M.; Scheck,
Brady D.; Shenberger,
Evan D.; Smith, Lincoln
J.; Smith, Madelainne
E.; Smith, Mason D
Spedding, Avelynn A.;
Tunink, James E.; Vajgrt,
Xander T.; Vincer, Ethan
J.; Wheeler, Molly C.;
White, Jacob S.; and
Wright, Camden R.
Honors: Anderson,
Blake S.; Aranda, Ellie
E.; Boechm, Gabricl A.;
Bonte, Annabell R.; Crid-
dle, Dawson C.; Ditto,
Grayson M.; Field, Carter
J.; Fulrath, Ella R.; Gon-
zalez, Yareli; Groharing,
Carson M.; Henry, Taylor
E.; Jimenez Gutierrez,
Paula; Martinez, Vincent
W.; Moser, Olivia M.;
Northrup, Gabriella L.;
Oltmanns, Amethyst H.;
Roberts, Gwendolyn K.;
Scott, MasonA.; Watkins,
Georgia G. and Wiltfang,

Myriah R.

9th Grade

Byron High School
recently released its ninth
grade honor roll for fall
2023.

All As: Brandt, Alay-
na M.; Burris, Macyn
E.; Draheim, Myla A.;
Franchi, Emma G.; Full-
er, Aubrie H.; Gautier,
ZebedeeE.; Keesee, Jayce
M.; Krueger, Abygael O.;
Lemke, Mekenzie M.;
McHale, Elinor T.; Ohoro,
Cael M.; Oltmans, Asher
J.; Paulino, Inaki E.; Pot-
ter, Ashley L.; Rybicki,
Caleigh E.; Welt, Conner
L.; and Wygant, River S.

High honors: Althoff,
HenryT.; Bartelt, Bode D.;
Barton, Briggs E.; Bauer,
Alannah R.; Bigham,
Juliana J.; Brown, Masyn
L.; Bukoski, Cameron
T.; Burle, Landon N.;
Corkran, Jolie A.; Cover,
Elizabeth N.; Dietrich,
Braden M.; Dunk, Miya
L.; Edmonson, Jekyven
J.; Fritsche, Raven B.;
Fritz, MadysonK.; Gentz,

Hannah B.; Gerdes, Coo-
per E.; Girten, Mia R.;
Gooden, Amaya D.; Har-
rolle, Laina L.; Hickman,
Jacob C.; Ingram, Aubrey
J.; Jackson, Jace A.; John-
son, Celicia N.; Julian,
William J.; Morehead,
Lila M.; Muranko, Ali-
ana J.; Nogaj, Lillian G.;
Odom, James R.; Perkins,
Addison O.; Poe, Jaidra
L.; Shank, Denton W.;
Smith, Landon E.; Smith,
RyanL.; Stamm, ParkerJ.;
Stien, Brody R.; Stubble-
field, MalachiJ; Swanson,
Alayna M.; Talbert, An-
drew C.; Vargas, Chris-
topher A.; Waldschmidt,
Adalyn M.; Watters, Gra-
cie M.; Wheeler, Lilley
A.; Wheeler, Nathan M.;
Wichman, Ashley M. and
Wyant, Lillian D.

Honors: Coyne, Cai-
ley E.; Jenniges, Jack
L.; Lemke, Madison F.;
Munoz, Elena M.; Perko,
Mason J.; Putnam, Aaden
J.; Schroeder, Zoie J.;
Spaulding, Ryder E.;
Swanberg, Oliviana R.
and Zigler, Ella R.

DIREGTORY OF AREA
HUMAN SERVIGES

Alcohol Abuse Counseling & Recovery

A.A. Hotline

Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.

Oregon
Rochelle

Domestic Abuse Agency and
24-Hour Shelter and Helpline

HOPE of Ogle County

800-452-7990

732-3157
562-3801

562-8890 or 732-7796

Counseling Services, Court Advocacy, Latina Advocacy, and

Shelter programs

Education

University of Illinois Extension-Ogle County

421 W Pines Rd, Oregon 61061

Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority

200 W Washington, Oregon

732-2191

732-1301

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County

P.O. Box 628
Oregon, IL 61061

Mental Health

Family Counseling Services
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.

Oregon
Rochelle

The Serenity Shed Grief Services

Senior Citizens Services
Hub City Senior Center
Mt Morris Senior Center

Polo Senior Center
Rock River Center

Oregon, IL

Sexual Assault/Abuse

Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling

24-hour hotline

412 W Washington, Oregon

Therapeutic

Pegasus Special Riders

Veterans’ Services

Rock River Center

Serenity Hospice and Home
Medical Transportation

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon

510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle
Serenity Hospice and Home

732-6855

962-5585

732-3157
562-3801
732-2499

562-5050
734-6335
946-3818
732-3252
800-541-5479

636-9811
732-0000

973-3177

732-3252
732-2499
677-6515

562-6976
562-6976
732-2499
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OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT

OREGON — On Jan.
30 at approximately 8:47
p.m. deputies responded to
the intersection of Illinois
Route 251 and Illinois
Route 64 for a reported
two-vehicle crash. After a
brief investigation, it was
determined that a Dodge
Ram 1500 pickup, driven
by Daniel Miller, 75, of
Abbotsford, Wisconsin,
was westbound on Illinois
Route 64 and disregarded
the stop sign at Illinois
Route 251. A Chevrolet
Tahoe, driven by Priscilla
Rodriguez, 38, of Rock-
ford, was southbound on
[llinois Route 251 and was
struck in the intersection
on the driver’s side by the
Ram pickup. Rodriguez
was extricated from her
vehicle and transported
to a local hospital by Ro-
chelle Fire for suspected
non-life-threatening inju-
ries. Miller was cited for
failure to obey a stop sign
and was released on scene
by medical personnel.
Miller shall appear in court
atalater date. Ogle County
Deputies were assisted by
the Illinois State Police,
Lynn-Scott-Rock Fire and
Rochelle Fire.

On Jan. 30 at approxi-
mately 11:31a.m. deputies
placed Jeffrey Rose, 66, of
Grand Detourunder arrest
for a Lee County failure
to appear civil warrant in
the 8,000 block of South
Green Street in Grand
Detour. Rose was relayed
to Lee County Sheriff’s
deputies.

On Jan. 31 at 7 a.m.
the Ogle County Sheriff’s
Office received a driving
complaint in the area of
Kishwaukee Road and
[llinois Route 72. The
vehicle was located and
stopped in the 4,000 block
of North River Road. The
driver, Lokana Kabagame,
57, from Rockford was
taken into custody for no
valid driver’s license. He

OREGON POLICE DEPARTMENT

Jan. 24

At 3:29 p.m., Oregon
Police responded to a
two-vehicle traffic crashin
the parking lotof Snyder’s
Ace Hardware, located at
201 N. 4th St., involving
a 2019 Chevrolet driven
by Ronald K. Lessen, 82,
Mt. Morris, and a parked
2017 Toyota belonging to
Richard E. Seals Jr., 52,
Sycamore. No citations
were issued.

At 6:10 p.m., Oregon
Police responded to a car
vs. deer traffic crash in
the 1,700 block of West
Washington Street where
a 2003 Chevrolet driven

was later released on a
notice to appear and given
acourt date in Oregon. He
was also issued a written
warning for speeding.

On Jan. 31 at approxi-
mately 10:04 a.m. Emanu-
el Hernandez-Hernandez,
19, of DeKalb, was arrest-
ed for an outstanding no
bond Ogle County warrant
for reckless driving. Her-
nandez-Hernandez was
transported to the Ogle
County Jail where he was
held pending an appear-
ance before a judge.

On Jan. 31 at 10:08
p.m. deputies conducted a
traffic stop inthe 200 block
of South 4™ Street Oregon.
Afterabriefinvestigation,
James Westness, 55, of
Davenport, Towa, was
arrested for driving while
licenserevoked. Westness
was transported to the Ogle
County Jail, where he was
released with a notice to
appear.

On Jan. 31 at approxi-
mately 11:10p.m. deputies
responded to a single-ve-
hicle accident on Illinois
Route 64 near the intersec-
tion with Pine Rock Road.
After further investigation
it was determined an
eastbound vehicle being
driven by Micah Coffman,
24, of Mt. Morris, lost
control and drove off the
roadway. The vehicle then
struck adriveway, causing
the vehicle to overturn.
Coffmanwas evaluated by
Oregon EMS for treatment
of minor injuries.

On Feb. 1 at 6:06 a.m.
deputies conducted a traf-
fic stop in the 8,000 block
of North Kishwaukee
Road. As a result, Mark
V. March, 58, of Byron
was arrested for driving
while license suspended.
March was additionally
issued citations for ex-
pired registration, failure
to display two red tail
lights, and operating an
uninsured motor vehicle.

March was released on
a notice to appear with a
future court date.

On Feb. 1 at 7:24 a.m.
deputies were dispatched
to Castle Rock State Park
at 3100 S. Illinois Route 2
for a report of a car in the
river. Through the course
of the investigation, it
was determined that a
gray 2006 Saturn Ion was
traveling southbound on
South Illinois Route 2,
when the driver, Douglas
G. Hollister, 66, of Rock-
ford lost control of the ve-
hicle on the frost-covered
pavement. The vehicle slid
off the roadway, through
the ditch, and entered the
RockRiver. Thedriver was
able to exitboth the vehicle
and the river, prior to first
responders arriving on
scene, and was uninjured.
Deputies were assisted on
scene by the Oregon Fire
Department, and Dixon
Rural EMS. The vehicle
was removed from the
river, and no citations were
issued.

On Feb. 1 at 9:05 p.m.
deputies conducted a traf-
ficstopatIllinois Route 38
and Main Street, Creston.
After a brief investiga-
tion, deputies arrested
Carlos De Los Reyes, 24,
of Rochelle, for driving
while license suspended,
possession of cannabis
more than 100 grams
but less than 500 grams,
and manufacture, deliver,
possess with the intent to
deliver cannabis more than
30 grams but less than 500
grams. De Los Reyes was
transported to the Ogle
County Jail and released
with anotice to appear. De
LosReyes was also issued
citations for suspended
registration and inoperable
registration light.

On Feb. 1 at approxi-
mately 11:19p.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop
within the 6,000 block
of East Montague Road.

After the investigation,
deputies placed Jose G.
Fuentes-Santos, 30, of
Chicago, under arrest for
driving no valid license.
Fuentes-Santos was addi-
tionally cited for illegally
backing in a roadway and
operating a vehicle with
a suspended registration.
Fuentes-Santos was trans-
ported to the Ogle County
Jail, where he wasreleased
with a notice to appear in
court.

On Feb. 2 at approxi-
mately 1:21 a.m. deputies
attempted to conduct a
traffic stop in the 3,000
block of South Lowell
Park Road on a black
Chevy HHR that had
previously fled from the
Illinois State Police in
Whiteside County and the
Dixon Police Department
in Lee County. After a
brief pursuit the vehicle
lost control in the 5,000
block of West Lowell
Park Road and went into
the ditch where it became
stuck. The driver of the
vehicle identified as Adan
Trujillo, 37, of Park Forest,
[linois. The passenger of
the vehicle was identified
as Demarious S. Gamill,
27, of Rockford. Gamill
was placed under arrest for
an outstanding Rockford
PD warrant for failure
to appear for a residen-
tial burglary. Gamill was
transported to the Ogle
County Jail where he was
held in lieu of bond. Tru-
jillowas transported by the
Mt. Morris Ambulance to
KSB Hospital to be treated
for suspected minor inju-
ries. While at the hospital
Trujillo was issued cita-
tions for driving under the
influence ofalcohol and an
intoxicating compound,
no registration light, im-
proper traffic lane usage,
and speeding 35 miles per
hour over the speed limit.
Trujillo was also issued
a notice to appear for

possession of controlled
substance and aggravated
fleeing to elude. Trujillo
was released on a notice
to appear, at the hospital,
with areturn court date for
all charges.

On Feb. 2 at approxi-
mately 2:39 p.m. deputies
responded to the inter-
section of Freeport Road
and Illinois Route 52 for
the report of a two-vehi-
cle accident between a
truck and a semi. Upon
further investigation it
was learned the pickup
truck drove through the
stop sign and impacted
with the semi. Driver of
the pickup truck, Joseph
Emmerson, age age 52 of
Rockford, was cited for
disregarding a stop sign.
Noinjuries were sustained
from the accident. Ogle
County Deputies were
assisted by Polo EMS,
Ogle County Emergency
Management, and Polo
Police Department.

On Feb. 3 at approxi-
mately 9:53 p.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop in
the 6,000 block of North
[llinois Route 2. After
investigation, deputies
placed Philip Asbell, 38,
of Byron, under arrest
for driving while license
revoked and an active
Ogle County failure to
appear driving under the
influence warrant. Asbell
was additionally issued
citations for an inoperable
registration light and oper-
atinganuninsured vehicle.
Asbell was transported
to the Ogle County Jail,
where he was released
on a notice to appear for
the traffic violations and
held in lieu of bond on the
warrant.

On Feb. 4, deputies
conducted a traffic stop in
the 1,000 block of South
Chana Road. After inves-
tigation, deputies placed
Kelsey Osborne, 33, of
Chana, under arrest for

drivingunder the influence
of alcohol. Osborne was
additionally issued cita-
tions for failure to signal
and failure to obey a stop
sign. Osborne was trans-
ported to the Ogle County
Jailwhere she was released
on a notice to appear.

On Feb. 4 at approxi-
mately 2:49 p.m. deputies
initiated a traffic stop at
Illinois Route 251 and
Flagg Road in Rochelle.
After further investigation
deputies arrested Misael
Ocampo-Nolasco, 46, of
Rochelle, for driving while
license revoked. Misael
was released on a notice to
appear with a future court
date given.

On Feb. 4 at approxi-
mately 11:20 p.m. depu-
ties initiated a traffic stop
on Interstate 39 at mile
marker 108 northbound.
After further investigation
deputies arrested Adrian
Piceno, 36, of Rockford,
for driving while license
suspended. Adrian was
released on a notice to
appear with a future court
date given.

On Feb. 4 at approxi-
mately 3:20 p.m. deputies
respondedto213 N. Prairie
St. in Creston in reference
to an unwanted subject.
Afterabriefinvestigation,
Matthew L. Hurst, 39,
of Rochelle, was placed
under arrest for two Ogle
County failure to appear
warrants. Hurst was trans-
ported to the Ogle County
Jail where he awaited an
appearance before ajudge.

On Feb. 5, Katie
Hintzsche, 36, of Mt.
Morris turned herselfin on
an outstanding failure to
appear Ogle County war-
rant. Hintzsche appeared
in court was released on
a recognizance bond.
Hintzsche will return to
court on Feb. 26.

Allindividuals are con-
sidered innocent until
proven guilty.

by Brekk A.M. Revels,
34, Oregon, struck a deer.
No citations were issued.

Jan. 25

At 11:22 p.m., Oregon
Police arrested Edward R.
Wilhite, 32, Dixon, for a
Lee County warrant for
failure to appear. Wilhite
was transported to the
Ogle County Jail.

Jan. 27

At 11:42 a.m., Oregon
Police issued Crystal A.
Benner, 41, Polo, acitation
for speeding 52 miles per
hourina 35 miles per hour
zone. This violation oc-
curred in the 1,300 block
of Pines Road.

At 2:13 p.m., Oregon
Police issued Donovan
V. Depeder, 23, Chicago,
a citation for speeding
50 miles per hour in a 30
miles per hour zone. This
violation occurred in the
500 block of Gale Street.

At 7:01 p.m., Oregon
Police arrested Francis E.
Fenton, 59, Oregon, foran
outstanding Ogle County
warrant for battery. Fenton
was transported to the
Ogle County Jail where he
was left in the custody of
the correctional deputies.

Jan. 28

At 1:32 p.m., Oregon
Police issued Tamara A.
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PROFESSIONALS in the BEST TAX

OFFICE in OGLE COUNTY prepare
your 2023 taxes!

& Tax Preparation Services
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361 IL Route 38 | Rochelle, IL

To be included in the Tax Preparation Time Guide call:

Chris Ackland
815-561-2153

Andrew Heiserman
815-561-2123

Chris Grimm
815-561-2125

Teague, 60, of Winfield,
Illinois, a citation for
speeding 53 miles per hour
ina35milesperhourzone.
This violation occurred in
the 1,300 block of Pines
Road.

Seven verbal warnings
and two parking citations
were issued during the
week of Jan. 22-28.

Jan. 30

At 4:46 p.m., Oregon
Police arrested Alicia M.
Gonzalez, 34, Rockford,
for driving while license
suspended. Gonzalez was
also issued a citation for
operating a vehicle with
an expired registration.
Gonzalez was transported
to the Ogle County Jail
where she was processed
and released with a notice
toappear. These violations
occurred in the 200 block

of South 4th Street.

At 7:36 p.m., Oregon
Police issued Emily S.
Schier, 36, Mt. Morris,
a citation for operating
a motor vehicle when
registration suspended for
non-insurance. This viola-
tion occurred in the 1,000
block of West Washington
Street.

Feb. 1

At 2:18 p.m., Oregon
Police issued a 17-year-
old juvenile of Oregon
a citation for operating
a motor vehicle when
registration suspended for
non-insurance. This viola-
tion occurred in the 600
block of Jefferson Street.

At 7:55 p.m., Oregon
Police issued Rachel C.
Sulfridge, 35, of North
Aurora, a citation for hav-
ing expired registration.

Jennifer Lungstrom, CPA, EA

Silene Walters, CPA, MAS

See us for Income Taxes,

Payroll and Bookkeeping

—\/ALTERS

Accounting Inc.

202 N. Walnut, Stillman Valley
815.645.8979

www.WALTERSTAX.com

01152024

This violation occurred
in the 1,200 block of West
Washington Street.

Feb. 2

At 9:59 a.m., Oregon
Police issued a 17-year-
old juvenile of Rockford,
a citation for speeding
54 miles per hour in a 30
miles per hour zone. This
violation occurred in the
600 block of North 4th
Street.

Feb. 4

At 2:01 p.m., Oregon
Police issued David Cue-
vas-Torres, 40, Chicago,
a citation for speeding
47 miles per hour in a 30
miles per hour zone. This
violation occurred in the
600 block of North 4th
Street.

One verbal warning and
one parking citation were
issued during the week of
Jan. 29-Feb. 4.

Pleasenote: Any arrests
listed below are merely
accusations and the defen-
dantis presumed innocent
unless proven guilty in a
court of law.

POLO POLICE
DEPARTMENT

POLO — On Jan. 30
at 3:30 p.m. Kastiel C.
Raine, 25, Polo, was ar-
rested for an outstanding
Ogle County warrant.
Raine was transported to
the Ogle County Jail. All
individuals are considered
innocent until proven
guilty.

General calls for ser-
vice for the weeks of
Jan. 22-Feb. 4: Citizen
complaints/assists: Six.
Juvenile: Two. Animal:
Three. Disurbance/do-
mestic: Two. Fire/med-
ical: eight. Lock outs:
one. 911 hang ups: two.
Traffic stops: 18. County
assists: One.
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Extension’s Ready Set Grow event is March 23

DIXON — In adelight-
ful ode to the forthcoming
spring, the University of
[llinois Extension Mas-
ter Gardeners of Carroll,
Lee, Ogle, and Whiteside
Counties proudly announce
the return of the highly an-
ticipated “Ready...Set...
Grow...” gardening work-
shop. Mark your calendars
for Saturday, March 23, as
green thumbs and budding
enthusiasts are invited to
gather at the Loveland
Community Building, 513

BYRON POLICE DEPARTMENT

BYRON — On Jan. 4,
Emanuel R. Harris, 19, Of
Poplar Grove was issued a
citation for speeding.

On Jan. 4, John C.
Montoya, 43, of Rockford
was issued a citation for
operating a vehicle with
expired registration.

JANUARY 2024 FTH WINNERS

January 2024 From The
Heart Calendar Winners

Jan. 1 - Laurie Boro-
wicz, Janesville, WI,
$1,000

Jan. 2 - Cindy Bonnell,
Dixon, $25

Jan. 3 - Sonja Swanson,
Davis Junction, $25

Jan. 4 - Teresa Petry,
Rochelle, $25

Jan. 5 - Nathan Thomp-

Fish Fry Buffet

(All You Can Eat) =

(Multiple dishes, Baked Cod, Pollock,
Perch, homemade hush-puppies, shrimp
fried rice, cheesy potatoes, soup and
salad bar, vegetables and morel)

4-8 pm

Other seafood available / Full menu available

W. 2nd St., Dixon, from 9
a.m. to noon.

This year’s event prom-
ises to be an enriching
experience, featuringacap-
tivating keynote address by
Tyler Hagemann, the horti-
culturist behind Hagemann
Horticulture in Oregon.
Tyler’s presentation, titled
“Blooms of Brilliance:
Nurturing Annuals for a
Vibrant Garden,” is set to
unveil the most captivating
and cutting-edge blooms
destined to grace the land-

scapes of 2024.

The Ready...Set...
Grow... workshop is not
just a presentation; it’s an
immersive journey into
the world of gardening.
Participants will have the
opportunity to attend two
breakoutsessionstailoredto
their interests. From “Next
Level Seed Starting” to
“Crafting Your Own Blend
at The Tea Garden Experi-
ence,” the workshop offers
a diverse range of topics to
cater to every gardening

passion.

Inaddition to the knowl-
edge shared, attendees will
receive a swag bag filled
with gardening goodies,
explore the “book nook”
for literary inspiration, and
stand a chance to win excit-
ing door prizes. The Master
Gardener Help Desk will be
available for personalized
advice and guidance.

The event covers a va-
riety of gardening themes,
including “Making Every
Drop Count - Xeriscap-

ing,” “Veggie Visions:
Unveiling New Flavors in
2024,” “Compact Orchard
Delights: Container Fruit
Gardening,” “Hydrangeas
Demystified,” “Growing
Ginger, Turmeric, and Oth-
er Unique Crops,” and
“Spring Forward Arrange-
ments.” To secure your
spot in this blossoming
celebration of gardening
wisdom, register by March
8, 2024. The registration
fee for this comprehensive
program is $25.

Ready...Set...Grow...
isnot justa workshop; it’s a
community of like-minded
individuals comingtogether
to cultivate knowledge,
share experiences, and cel-
ebrate the beauty of nature.
Don’t miss your chance
to be a part of this vibrant
gardening community on
March 23, 2024. For more
information and to register,
visit go.illinois.edu/ready-
setgrow or contact Ogle
County Extension office at
815-732-2191.

On Jan. 7, Marcus L.
Macklin, 51, of Byron was
issued citations for disre-
garding an official traffic
control device and driving
while license revoked.
Macklin was transported
to Ogle County Jail where
he was later released with

anotice to appear in court.

OnJan.27,CoreyJ.Rau
36, 0fRoscoe wasissued a
citation for speeding.

On Jan. 28, Cole A.
Jordan, 30, of Williford,
Arkansas was arrested for
outstanding warrants in
Ogle County, Lee County

and Will County. Jordan
was taken to Ogle County
Jail and held in lieu of
bond.

On Jan. 28, Travis L.
Kane, 32, of Byron was
issued a citation for driv-
ing under the influence.
Kane was transported to

Ogle County Jail and later
released.

On Jan. 28 a 17-year-
old male of Byron was
issued a citation for un-
lawful use of electronic
device under 19.

On Jan. 28 Andrew D.
Beam, 43, of Byron was

arrested for an in-state
warrant. Beam was trans-
ported to Ogle County Jail
and held in lieu of bond.
Any arrests listed below
aremerely accusations and
the defendant is presumed
innocent unless proven
guilty in a court of law.

son, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 6 - Audrey Sum-
mers, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 7 - Rochelle Area
Community Foundation,
$50

Jan. 8 - Kishwaukee
College Foundation, $25

Jan. 9 - Katelyn Gab-
bard, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 10 - Focus House,
Rochelle, $25

FISH FRY! B*
Fidlayy Night Fish Py

$20

Resfarrant & Riverboal

Jan. 11 - Rochelle Area
Community Foundation,
$25

Jan. 12 - Molly Sly,
Rochelle, $25

Jan. 13 - Rochelle Area
Community Foundation,
$25

Jan. 14 - Rochelle Area
Community Foundation,
$50

Jan. 15 - Karen Ander-

1469 N. IL Rt 2
Oregon IL
815-732-6761
Maxsons.net

02122024

Inc.

812 Main St.

RALPHIE

&
Lwoloee's

- Ashton

FISH
FRIDAY

Every Friday night
Serving 5 - 8 p.m.

Eried cod, baked cod, bluegill

or shrimp

$11.95-512.95

Includes: choice or potato (baked,
french fries or onion rings), homemade
b 3 soup and salad bar and
complimentary dessert

Dine-In or Carry-Out

02122024

son, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 16 - Tina Graber,
Palatine, $25

Jan. 17 - Connie Man-
ning, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 18 - Jordan Blume,
Oregon, $25

Jan. 19 - Tim Isley,
Rochelle, $25

Jan. 20 - Debbie Bel-
monte, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 21 - Shane Huber,

Rochelle, $50

Jan. 22 - Focus House,
$25

Jan. 23 - Amy Hayden,
Rochelle, $25

Jan. 24 - Kyle Aldridge,
Rochelle, $25

Jan. 25 - Hayat Taour,
Oregon, $25

Jan. 26 - Ashley Bick,
Rochelle, $25

Jan. 27 - Titus William-

son, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 28 - Aubrey
Headon, Rochelle, $50

Jan. 29 - Mike Scott,
Forreston, $25

Jan. 30 - Joe Williams,
Rochelle, $25

Jan.31-Fromthe Heart,
Rochelle, $25

Checks to winners will
be mailed out at the end of
each month.

rookvile Uk Church
A 000 m
Feb. 23, 2024

Adults $15.00 Children 5-12 $8.00
Children 4 & Under FREE

5pm-9:30pm

RESTAURANT
& BAR

VEFW

Post 8739

-

208 N. Walnut St.
Stiliman Valley
815-645-9828

PUBLIC WELCOME, DINE IN OR CARRY OUt. CHECK FACEBOOK FOR UPDATES

1310 W. Washington St.
a Oregon, IL

815 732 6851

02122024

o A,

Every Friday

Fish Fry
Cod, Catfish &

—

R |

Served Fridays 4pm-8pm
Open to the Public, Dine-in or Carry-out.

02122024
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On Jan. 18, 100 Women Who Care of Ogle County heard from six charitable organizations and voted to give $8,000 to Camp Cedar lllinois Inc., a faith-based camp for
sexually abused girls aged 7-17.

100 Women Who Care of Ogle County gives to Camp Cedar Illinois

OGLE COUNTY —
On Jan. 18, 100 Women
Who Care of Ogle County
heard from six charitable
organizations and voted
to give $8,000 to Camp
CedarIllinois Inc., a faith-
based camp for sexually
abused girls aged 7-17.

The camp was created four
years ago with the mis-
sion to empower young
survivors of sexual abuse.
Their goal is to create a
fun, safe and encourag-
ing environment in order
to promote healing and
personal growth. They

offer various activities
over the summer totally
free to the campers they
serve. For more informa-
tion visit https://www.
campcedarillinois.org/,
or write campcedaril@
gmail.com.

100 Women Who Care

Ogle County is a group of
women who join togeth-
er to donate to charities
within Ogle County. The
local chapterispartof 100
Who Care Alliance which
is international in scope.
Meetings are held on a
quarterly basis where a

501 ¢3 is nominated and
voted on to receive $100
from each member. No
other fees are required.
Membership is growing
steadily with currently
80 members. The more
women who care the more
we can give.

If you are interested
in becoming a member
or learning more about
how the donation process
works contact Deanna
Forrest at forrestdede5 @
gmail.comor find them on
Facebook www.facebook.
com/oglegives.

GROVE:

From page 1

“We expect it to take
about 10-12 months for
construction,” Brown
said. “The city has been
awesome to work with.
The whole staft has been
wonderful. We had good
experiences with the de-
partments of community
development, building,
and engineering. I wish
more communities were
like this. It’s been fantastic.
We’re shooting to have it
finished in December.”

NDHC has housing de-
velopments all across the
state including workforce
housing, family housing

New family housing complex

and senior housing. Brown
said his organization is
seeing demand and waiting
lists at all of its facilities,
and that market studies
show a housing shortage.

“There’s a demand for
workforce housing and
low-income housing,”
Brown said. “Those areas
are just not being served.
Mostofthe stuffbeing built
nowadays is high-end and
very expensive. In all the
developments we’ve done,
we get waiting lists. We’ve
neverhad aproblemfilling
them up.”

Rochelle Mayor John
Bearrows attended the
groundbreaking and said

the housing shortage is
an issue in the city. He
thanked NDHC and city
staff for their work on
bringing the project to
fruition.

“It takes a team of great
players and we have great
people in the right spots,”
Bearrows said. “I’'m very
proud of them and the
work they do. As we al-
ways say when someone
opens a new business in
Rochelle, we say they can
open it anywhere. The
same thought stands true
for this housing project.
They could have built this
anywhere, because there’s
shortages all across the

nation. But they chose
Rochelle and we’re very
thankful for that. We’re
looking forward to being
a partner with them and
working with them to
facilitate the final ribbon
cutting when the doors
open. It’s very important to
us and our community and
I can’t say enough good
things about it.”

NDHC isanonprofitand
has built and rehabilitated
more than 500 multi-fam-
ily and single-family units
sinceitsinceptionin 1994,
Its purpose is to provide
high-quality affordable
housing to households
who would otherwise be

coming to

unable to afford safe and
decent housing without
undue hardship.

Brown said due to
COVID-19 and issues
that followed such as
supply chain, workforce,
and inflationary impacts,
construction costs for the
projecthave goneup “con-
siderably” since it was first
proposed. NDHC gotextra
financing from the state to
help with that and had to
come up with more capital
of its own. The housing
organization is currently
seeingthe sameissues with
three other developments.

The city’s community
development department

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Rochelle

played a significant role
in attracting the housing
development to Rochelle.

“Wehave developments
all across the state from the
Wisconsin border down
towards St. Louis,” Brown
said. “When we first came
out here, we met with city
staffand they told us about
all of the employment op-
portunities and businesses
that were coming to town
and the housing shortages
here. And this is right oft
the interstate and it’s in a
good place for transpor-
tation. That led us here
initially and working with
the city staff since has been
awesome.”

Feb. 17: A cow, a pig,
a chicken walk into chili
cook-off and trivia event
will take place Saturday,
Feb. 17 from 5-8:30 p.m.
at Kishwaukee Church at
8195 Kishwaukee Road in
Stillman Valley. Triviastarts
at 5:45 p.m. Bring your
most amazing chili! Salad,
bread and dessert provided.
Childcare is available to
everyone can participate.

Brought to you by these sponsors:

Sign up in the narthex or
call the church office at
815-965-1940.

Feb. 19: For our pro-
gram on Monday, Feb. 19,
Country Crossroads Quilt
Guild, our evening speaker
will be Amy Alber, a local
Mary Kay Consultant Ex-
traordinaire! With February
being the month for love,
our speaker will focus on
“loving ourselves!” She

will be sharing her journey
with Mary Kay Cosmetics
and offering information
on personal care products,
their benefits, and proper
techniques in their use. The
program will be followed
by refreshments, abusiness
meeting, and Show ‘n Tell.
Guild meetings are held
at the Forreston Grove
Church, 7246 Freeport
Road; Forreston, IL on

the third Monday of each
month (except December)
at 7 p.m., with ample time
to meet and greet members
before the meeting. Visitors
are welcome; for Visitors
there is a fee of $5 at the
door. Membership dues are
$20. For more information
call Program Committee
Chairs Shelly Holverson
815-297-2381 or Karen
Bolen 815-233-9836, or

Guild President Chyree
Rohde-Lincoln 815-275-
2759.

March 2: The 39" An-
nual Polo Farm Toy Show
will take place Saturday,
March 2 from 9 a.m. to 3
p-m. at Polo High School at
100 Union Ave., Polo. The
event is sponsored by the
Polo Lions Club. Approx-
imately 100 dealer tables
will be at the event. There

will be a 50-50 drawing.
You do not need to be pres-
ent to win. Contact Ryan
Shetlerat815-499-0176 for
information on the raffle.
The event is handicap ac-
cessible. The cafeteria will
be open and serving will be
donebythe Polo FFA. Adult
admissionis $3 and children
under 12 get in free. For
dealerinformation, calIrene
Short at 815-946-3730.

Bushman
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Gene Eike
Insurance Agency

1500 W. Washington, Oregon « 732-2222

Life Insurance » Health Insurance « Auto Insurance «
Homeowners e Senior Products « Medicare Supplements

(&)

HURST

HEATING & COOLING

815-757-4383

MONROE CENTER, IL
SALES - SERVICE -

Mike Hurst, Owner/Operator

CC2017

INSTALL

(/F\
WOODEN K NICKEL

RESTAURANT

& BAR

— EST.1991 —

Serving the Community for 31 years!
Locally owned and operated

Full Menu Served:

Wed, Fri, Sat | 5pm - 9pm

Stillman Valley, IL 61084

rlSII
Friday

5pm-9pm

208 N Walnut St

815-645-9828

STEVE BENESH & SONS

3923 N River Rd Oregon IL 61061
815-732-2384

stevebeneshandsons.com

Serving Ogle, Boone & W|nnebago County for over 34 years

819- 234—4111
815-234-2225

Your FREE
Estimate

3499 E Tower Rd
PO Box 652

Byron, IL61010

e

SMITH BIRKHOLZ & MORROW, P.C.

Jennifer L. Birkholz

Estate & Trust, Real Estate, Agribusiness, Corporate,
Litigation, Criminal, DUI, Traftic & Family Law

129 S. 4" Street, Oregon, IL 61061
815-732-6124

David A. Smith

Eric D. Morrow

CC2021
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IF IT DOESN'T
HAVE A MOTOR

MOTORSPORTS

ITAINTA
SPORT

=

1902 . LOCUST ST., STERLING, IL ¢ 815-625-4426

ACCESSORIES * PARTS * SERVICE

www.douglasfryemotorcycle.com

@ KYmMmco

€ POLARIS

<
/SSED

309-462-2396 800-345-7798

 PREMIUM
SEED, we.:

/
NN /\g 1028 130" St., Berwick, IL

Call For Prices

262016

g

MEMBER

FDIC

HolcombBank

WHERE RELATIONSHIPS MATTER

Rochelle ® New Milford e Creston e Byron
815-562-3838
www.holcomb.bank
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VALENTINE’S DAY

Six Valentine’s Day traditions to celebrate this winter

ALENTINE’S
Day is a day of
love nestled in

the middle of February.
Sweethearts use Valen-
tine’s Day as an oppor-
tunity to show the people
they care about just how
deep those feelings run.
A 2023 survey from the
National Retail Feder-
ation found consumers
expected to spend $25.9
billion on Valentine’s Day,
up from $23.9 billion in
2022. Forecasters sus-
pect spending is likely to
increase this year as well.

Valentine’s Day is
awash in many different
customs. Here’s a deep
look at some of those
enduring traditions and
others that some may feel
should be brought back
into favor or adopted
entirely.

It’s a common scene
each year in card retailers
and pharmacies: people
three-deep in the aisle try-
ing to pick out Valentine’s
Day cards in the eleventh
hour. People can save
themselves the hassle of
fighting the crowds if they
make theirown handmade
cards. In the eighteenth
and nineteenth centu-
ries, sweethearts created
unique cards fromscratch,
according to Country Liv-
ing. And prior to products

produced by Hallmark
and other greeting card
companies, people used
to send one another cards
customized with person-
alized messages.

It is common in North
America for Valentine’s
Day celebrations to lean
significantly toward fa-
voring women, who are
often on the receiving end
offlowers and chocolates.

However, in South
Korea and Japan, it is the
men who are pampered
with such gifts. Women
purchase chocolates for
theirmale partners, family
members and coworkers
as tokens of appreciation
and affection. Never fear, a
month later on White Day
(March 14) men recipro-
cate with candy, cake and
flowers.

These days a dozen
long-stemmed red roses
might be the norm for
Valentine’s Day gifting.
However, roses weren’t
always the preferred flow-
er for the holiday. His-
tory.com reports that, in
the nineteenth century,
bouquets might contain
all sorts of flowers, each
chosen to convey certain
messages. Individuals can
research the meanings
behind certain flowers and
put together a Valentine’s
Day gift this year that ex-

presses exactly what they
are feeling.

Sweethearts in Victori-
an England created “puz-
zle purses,” which were a
series of love letters that
could be read separately,
but also fit together to cre-
ate a design and message.
These intricately folded
sheets of paper had parts of
messages or verses written
on different corners and
were meant to be read in
a specific order.

British chocolatier
Richard Cadbury is cred-
ited with creating the first
heart-shaped box for Val-
entine’s Day. The boxes
were intended to be so
beautiful they would be
kept to hold trinkets or
love letters. Ornate choco-
late boxes are not quite as
common today, although
the gifting of chocolate for
the holiday is still strong.

Many Brazilians skip
Valentine’s Day in Febru-
ary and choose to celebrate
Saint Anthony, the patron
saint of marriage and
matchmaking, on June 12.
Celebrating both is fine for
those who preferto shower
affection on loved ones
multiple times a year.

Valentine’s Day tradi-
tions are still strong and
can add a little something
extra to celebrations this
February.

Vltamm B12 . Botox $100 gift card
. Injections .- - with ]euveau . get$25
iy (s) ~~~~~~ S5l o . FREE! {

$499 -7 $59,9FF o
filler . Semaglutide
.. syringes .- . weightloss .-
; ' - Injections -

S (imit2) L
(limit 2) (muslmemlon
i g thlsad')

2025020

101 S. 4th Street

Suite #108 « Oregon, IL
815-222-7115
www.beambb.com

SCAN ME

-

CLASSIC

Men’s Cuts

unique styles | great service

Don’t know what to get

for that special man?
Give him a gift certificate!

Only $14

Any Service

Offer good with coupon. Expires 2/29/24

Please Call For An Appointment

Need a New
Cut for that
Special Date?

men'’s cuts * beard trims

HOURS

Mon, Tues, Thurs, & Fri
9am - 5pm

Saturday 9am- Tpm
Closed on Wed.

Kara’s Byron
Barber Shop

238 Blackhawk Dir.
Byron
815-315-2119

—FOLLOWUS ON——

- @FACEBOOK
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SCHOOL: VanVickle details false alarm incident at Byron Middle School on Thursday

From page 1

The individual and ve-
hicle had left the school by
that point.

“Tothatstudent’s credit,
it very much looked like a
weapon in a case,” Van-
Vicklesaid. “Thetakeaway
here is that everybody did
exactly whatwetrainto do.
The child saw something
and said something to an
adult and adults did what
they needed to do and law
enforcement responded
appropriately. The kids
were putinto lockdown for
their security and verified
that it wasn’t a credible
threat to the kids. By 8:15
a.m. the lockdown was
lifted and they continued
on with the school day.”

VanVickle called the

law enforcement response
to the incident “signifi-
cant.” Enough officers
and deputies arrived at the
school to be able to go to
the other two schools in
Byron to make sure they
were secure and provide
for the safety of those
students.

The school resource
officer at BMS is an Ogle
County Sheriff’s deputy
and relayed the report to
law enforcement.

“Any time that you can
have somebody aware of
what’s going on and be in
close proximity in such a
short period of time, the
studies show that it helps
eliminate a problem or
eliminate a shooter,” Van-
Vickle said. “It’s a value
to always have a police

officer or sheriff’s deputy
at a school. You can see
the good work that our
deputies do atschools with
the interactions with the
kids, let alone the safety
measures. Thatinteraction
with the students has been
immense. The child felt
comfortable making that
report, I have no doubt,
because he had a rapport
with our SRO.”

The sheriff said that
the Byron School District
and the rest of the school
districts in the county are
proactive on active shooter
preparations and drills
and “everything worked
accordingly” Wednesday
based on communication
and established relation-
ships.

The sheriff’s office typ-

ically meets with schools
about their safety plans
once a year and does
outside training for active
shooter events throughout
the year. Work includes
movementtactics and gen-
eral knowledge of county
schools.

“We do train in most of
the schools inthe county on
aregularbasis,” VanVickle
said. “We try to split those
up and make sure that all
ofourdeputies are familiar
with the schools. When our
SRO calls out that a poten-
tial shooter went in through
a specific door, all of our
deputies know where it is
and can respond to it in a
quick fashion.”

Following the investi-
gation and the lockdown
being lifted Wednesday,

law enforcement represen-
tatives stayed at the Byron
schools for a time to talk
withand comfort students.

“Iwasatthe elementary
school and I was able to
talk with the kids and take
some of the stress away,”
VanVickle said. “While
they practice for things
like this, it is stressful.
We never had to deal with
something like that when
I was in school. This is
just a different learning
environment for our kids
and we want to make it as
positive an environment
as possible. Our deputies
and BPD hung around fora
while and had contact with
kids and parents to reassure
them that everything was
good and that they were
well protected and they

could continue on with
their school day.”

Those interactions in-
cluded VanVickle speak-
ing with the student who
made the initial firstreport.

“Quite honestly, if this
would have been a true
event, thattime he saved by
seeing somebody go into
the building would have
been immense,” VanVick-
le said. “Minutes matter in
those situations. By him
providing thatinformation
right away and the school
bus driver and SRO relay-
ing that information right
away, minutes were shaved
off. If God forbid it was an
active shooter situation,
we would have been many
minutes ahead ofthe curve
in stopping a potential loss
of life.”

D&W Garage receives grant through partnershlp w1th Holcomb Bank

BYRON - D&W
Garage was awarded a
$25,000 grant through their
partnership with Holcomb
Bank to upgrade existing
garage equipment.

“Small businesses are
the heart of our local com-
munities. Whenwe learned
of the Community First®
Accelerate Grant for Small
Businesses, we saw an
opportunity to make a big
impactonalocal business,”
Perry W. Byers, president/
CEO, Holcomb Bank, said.
“After reviewing the grant
applicationand guidelines,
weknew that D& W Garage
would meet the necessary
requirements and have the
most potential of being
selected.”

“We are honored to be
the recipient of this grant.
Holcomb Bank has always
gone above and beyond
to make sure our needs
are met not only person-
ally, but also through our
business. We plan to use
this grant to help provide
our customers with the

That’s Right!!!

207 OFF

ALL WEEK LONG!!

best service in our small
community,” Michael and
Jodi Girten (owners, D&W
Garage), said.

This grant was one of
172 deserving businesses
awarded a total of $4.3
million in critical fund-
ing through FHLBank
Chicago’s Community
First® Accelerate Grants
for Small Business (Ac-
celerate Grants) program.
Small businesses are facing
challenges with growing or
enhancing their operations
due to surging borrowing
costs in a high-interest rate
environment. In response
to this need, FHLBank
Chicago awarded Accel-
erate Grants for a second
year to support a variety
of purposes, including
purchase or improvement
of property, equipment,
workforce development,
and technology.

“Small businesses inour
members’ communities
provide valuable products
andservices thatcontribute
to local economies,” Katie

STOCK UP AND SAVE!!

BONELESS
HEART SHAPED OR

VARIETY CUT
BEEF RIBEYE STEAKS ‘2'995

Cold Water

FROZEN
LOBSTER TAILS m
5-60z

"N|RASPBERRIES or
'BLACKBERRIES. 6oz

Naftzger, community in-
vestmentofficer, FHLBank
Chicago, said. “Accelerate
Grants provide an oppor-
tunity for our members
to strengthen their part-
nerships with local small
businesses, thereby sup-
porting economic growth
and job opportunities and
strengthening the fabric of
the rural, urban, and small-
town communities served
by our members.”

About D&W Garage

The Girtens purchased
their auto repair shop —
D&W Garage — almost 10
yearsago. Thishasbecome
a reliable and trusted fam-
ily business in their com-
munity of Byron. Many
customers return to D&W
Garage because of the
professional, knowledge-
able and friendly customer
service that starts with Jodi
& Michael. The Girten
family is well known in
the area not only for their
service at the repair shop
but also for their kindness
and giving spirit to the

gus Beef® brand

BONELESS

(COURTESY PHOTO)

D&W Garage was awarded a $25,000 grant through their partnership with

Holcomb Bank to upgrade existing garage equipment.

community as well.
About Holcomb Bank
Holcomb Bank has
proudly served the north-
ern Illinois region since
its first branch opened in
downtown Holcomb on
July 5, 1892. Since then,

the bank has expanded
its services and operates
branches in Rochelle,
New Milford, Creston and
Byron. Headquartered in
Rochelle, Holcomb Bank
offers comprehensive fi-
nancial services including

personal, business and ag-
ricultural banking, wealth
management and loan
options. Holcomb Bank is
aMember of the FDIC and
an Equal Housing Lender.
Formore information, visit
www.holcomb.bank.
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Prices Effective: Wedn'esday, February 14 thru Tuesday, February 20, 2024
ALL ITEMS WHILE SUPPLIES LAST | NO RAIN CHECKS | NO RETURNS | NO EXCHANGES

EYE OF ROUND
ROAST

4.99.

B erin TA T @

Ash Wednesday &
Everv F riday Mter

~ ONE PIECE
.. FRIED COD
' MEAL
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Sullivan’s Foods ha:

' Februaryﬂ 2024

8 Bear Creek
SOuUP
! MIX

ASIAN INSPIRED
TAKE HOME

MEAL KIT

Select Varieties

i | Klement's ‘
"HOMETOWN {&&%
BRATS
16 oz

Best Choice

COCKTAIL
SAUCE
Original or Zesty
120z

H I Ll S_:q.i' = Hills Brothers

BRC

CRIGINAL
—

HIOI-S'LS Eifr\suirieﬁes
BRI

WWW‘SU"qunSFOOCIS‘nei
Available at all 11 Sullivans Foods including:
101 E HWY 64, MT. MORRIS 815.734.6868 | OPEN 6:30A TO 9P 7 DAYS A WEEK

) Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.

a company called Tele

Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purch

written at our stores. Telec
ger than $300, you may need

: 23-30.5 oz or 12 ¢t B 3
= XI) .

uidelines in place for
ay any remaining balance

Best Choice
TARTAR
SAUCE

120z

Bakery Fresh
VIENNA
BREAD
loaf

ing checks.
redit, or debit card.

US Govt Insp
PORK
SHOULDER

BUTT ROAST
Twin Pack

i,
b Hretschmar
Kretschmar Brand

Hostess

DONETTES
Seled Varieties
9.5-10.75 oz



L

| m

GLE COUNTY

Rock VALLEY SHOPPER

MONDAY, FEB. 12,2024 - SECTION B « PAGE 1

ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS HERE!

Great Rate -

Great Spot!

Call Chris @ 815-732-2156 or
email cgrimm@oglecountylife.com
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Byron wins THSA 1A Stillman Valley Regional

Tiger wrestling team a

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

STILLMAN VAL-
LEY — Byron wrestler
Jared Claunch earned per-
haps the biggest victory of
his season during the final
moments of the [HSA 1A
Stillman Valley Regional
on Saturday.

Claunch took the mat
for the championship
bout of the 285-pound
bracket with Byron trail-
ing Lena-Winslow by
only a few points in the
team standings. Not only
did Claunch need a win
to claim his individual
regional crown, but the
Byron junior needed a
pinto score enough points
for the Tigers to upend
Lena-Winslow and bring
home the regional cham-
pionship as a team.

The first period of the
285-pound title match was
a defensive battle, with
Claunch and Galena’s
William Anderson taking
a 0-0score into the second
period. Anderson deferred
the choice to Claunch,
who opted to take the
down position to begin the
second period in hopes of
taking alead in the match.
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dvances eight individuals to upcoming sectional tournament
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(PHOTO BY JODI JONES)

The Byron High School wrestling team won the IHSA 1A Stillman Valley Regional on Saturday, Feb. 3. The Tigers advanced eight individuals
to the IHSA 1A Byron Sectional.

It was a wise choice for
Claunch (26-6), who not
only scored a two-point
reversal totake a2-0lead,
but turned the maneuver
into perhaps Byron’s big-
gest pin of the day.

“Our team put in a tre-
mendous effort through-
out the whole tournament
and I knew we were
close,” Claunch said. “I

RE/MAXG

of Rock Valley ®

knew I hadto getapinand
I did what I was coached
to do. It felt amazing and
it felt like all of the work
I put in during practice
paid off for me... I was
trying to stay focused and
not getnervous before my
matches. [ was trying to
stay in the zone.”
Claunch’s win by fall
led to one of five indi-

vidual regional champi-
onships for the Tigers,
who finished first with
196 points and edged out
runner-up Lena-Winslow,
who totaled 195 points in
the tournament. Claunch
went 3-0 over three bouts
inthe tournament, scoring
a first-round fall over
Winnebago’s Josh Cow-
man before outlasting

Lena-Winslow’s Gannon
Dunker for a 3-2 decision
in the semifinals. The
Tigers qualified eight
athletes for the IHSA 1A
Byron Sectional.
Jackson Norris (34-
7) cruised through the
bracket in the 120-pound
division, going 2-0 with
a first-round bye to lock
up hisregional champion-

ship. Norrisrecorded a fall
over Oregon’s Jackson
Messenger in the semi-
final round before con-
trolling his championship
bout against Durand’s
Ethan Foster, notching
two takedowns and two
near fallsinan 11-0 major
decision.

See BYRON page 2

room with TSR floor coating that is open and could easily be divided into
additional workspace or storage space. Another bonus is that the property
is ADA compliant. 1.07 acre lot that includes large fenced in area off the
front of the business and a parking lot with parking for 20+ cars. A quick
closing is possible. Call for your showing today!

NOW $175,000

420 W Meadows Drive Freeport Call Rebecca
OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS! Over 5,000 finished square feet in this Morton
building plus an attached 2,000 square feet greenhouse that has an above

AL 1 - WEANEY =

604 Main Street Leaf River $186,500 Call Erin

Welcome to your dream home in Leaf River, IL! This charming 2-story offers a perfect

blend of modern updates and timeless elegance. With 4 bedrooms, 1.5baths, and a host

of desirable features, this property is sure to capture your heart. As you step inside, you'll

be greeted by the warmth of original hardwood floors and stunning woodwork that adds
character and charm to every room. The spacious living area is perfect for entertaining guests
or simply relaxing with your loved ones. The updated kitchen boasts sleek countertops and
ample cabinet space. Adjacent to the kitchen, you'll find a convenient dining area where you
can enjoy family meals and create lasting memories. Upstairs, you'll find four cozy bedrooms,
providing plenty of space for the whole family to unwind and recharge. The master bedroom
features large windows that fill the room with natural light, creating a peaceful retreat to
escape the hustle and bustle of daily life. Outside, the back porch offers the perfect spot to
soak in the unobstructed views of the surrounding landscape and enjoy beautiful sunsets in
the evening. Additional highlights of this home include a new roof installed in 2023, as well as
newer furnace and siding, heated 2.5 garage, 15’ pool and providing peace of mind for years
to come. Don’t miss your chance to make this exquisite home yours. Schedule a showing
today and experience the epitome of comfortable living in Leaf River, IL!

- s

721 Oaks Lane Byron $309,900 Call Lori
Parade home, granite countertops in bathrooms, formal dinning room,
great room, breakfast room, split bedrooms, 6-panel oak doors, first floor
laundry. Large master bedroom, walk-in closet, whirlpool bath. Two full
baths, new carpet throughout, calcoat plaster walls throughout including
garage, stacked ledger stone fireplace with double tier oak mantle, water
softener, Aprilaire humidifier, water purifier, new water heater. New gas
stove, new microwave, new dishwasher. Fenced in backyard, deck off
kitchen and master bedroom. Excellent neighborhood in beautiful Byron
Oaks Estates, Byron schools, low taxes.

Welcome to your charming ranch home nestled in the small community
of Malta, just outside of DeKalb! This delightful residence features 3
bedrooms and 2 bathrooms, plus a mixture of style and comfort. With
a 2-car attached garage, fenced-in yard, and a cozy wood-burning
fireplace, this home is perfect for relaxation and entertainment.

Recent updates, including HVAC in 2019 and a new roof and back
patio in 2020, ensure peace of mind and modern convenience. The
original floorplan also has hardwood floors throughout. Don’t miss the
opportunity to make this move-in ready home yours, today!

201 W

481 S Red Oak Lane Chana $24,000

10045 W Edgewood Road Polo

523 W Blackhawk Drive Byron

Call Mark
Looking for a Beautiful Country Lot to build the Home
of your Dreams? Lot #5 on S. Red Oak Lane outside of
Chana has mature pine trees at the back lot line and is
backed up by corn fields and country views! This lot is
spacious and inviting with a well manicured neighborhood
surrounding it. Buildable but will need septic and well.
Oregon School System!

$134,900 Call Rebecca
ROOMY 4 BEDROOM, 2 BATHROOM HOME! If
you are looking for a family home with space, look
no further! This charming home has 4 bedrooms,
2bathrooms and a 2-car garage. Main floor is roomy
with loads of living space, full bathroom and main
floor laundry. Upstairs you will find 4 bedrooms a
full bathroom and screened in porch. Call for your
private showing today!

$725,000 Call Carla

New Listing in Polo School District! 40 Acres total zoned Ag-1. This 78x112
Morton Built Equine Facil offers so many possi The living area consists
of 1000 sq ft with a loft bedroom, a 33x11’ Great Room on the upper level that offers a view of
the indoor arena and all stall fronts, plus an outdoor view of acres of rolling farmland, fenced
pastures where horses graze, a 48x18' loafing shed, radiant sunsets, often deer, wild turkeys,
eagles in flight, and occasionally, meteor showers. On the main floor, there is a kitchen, full
bathroom, and an ADA guest bath all with radiant heat. The indoor riding arena is 100x66' with
skylights and T-8 fluorescents. The barn's southen face is a shed row of 8 stalls, each equipped
with a skylight, an electrical outlet for heated water buckets or routine dental care, a skylight,
and halogen light. Six stalls measure 12x11, one is 12x12, and the 8th is 14x14, and when
combined with the stall adjoining it, you have a foaling stall or a roomy place for an ailing horse
to get stall rest. Al stalls have sliding doors access that open into the indoor arena as well as
doors to the dry lot and paddocks. The Tack Room has shelving, a set tub, washer/dryer, water
softener, and iron eliminator. Three pastures have automatic waterers (north, south, and west),
plus 4 outdoor frost-free hydrants make connecting hoses easy, if necessary. The property’s
western boundary is a year-round creek, and along it, 5 acres provide hay production while an
additional 10 acre field provides annual rental income. As a bonus, there is a small but prolific
apple orchard. This is truly a horse lover's dream place and now it can be yours! Conveniently
located close to -8, White Pines State Park, plus several riding trails in the area.

$750,000 Call Becky
Calling Investors!!! Great investment opportunity with
two means of income - Successful existing restaurant
with a 3 year lease plus a 5 unit apartment building
(long term renters) - great cash flow. Restaurant has
been remodeled & kitchen updated. Apartments have
2 bedroom & laundry in each. Lots of paved parking
for both the restaurant and apartments. Great central
location on the state highway and in the busy business
area with a traffic count of 10,600 daily. (business
not included - only building and apartments) Outdoor
covered patio not included in the sale.
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(PHOTO BY JODI JONES)

The Byron High School wrestling team won the IHSA 1A Stillman Valley Regional on Saturday, Feb. 3. The Tigers saw five individuals take home regional championships

in the tournament.

BYRON: Tigers win IHSA 1A Regional wrestling tournament

From page 1

“It felt great and it was
nice that we were able to
getthetitlebecause it was
ahard effortas ateam and
we put in the best work
that we could,” Norris
said. “I got a really good
warm-up inso [ could start
the day offrightand [ was
getting mentally prepared
for each of my matches
so I could feel my best
and wrestle my best... |
think we’ll be more com-
fortable wrestling here for
the sectional and my goals
for the rest of the season
are to finish the season the
best way I can.”

Will Julian (35-9) fol-
lowed with a region-
al championship in the
132-pound division, go-
ing 2-0 over two bouts
and showing minimal
difficulties. Julian sealed

his regional crown with
two straight falls, defeat-
ing Durand’s Mark Ne-
vdal and Lena-Winslow’s
Mauricio Glass. The
IHSA 1AByron Sectional
will begin on Friday, Feb.
9 and run through Satur-
day, Feb. 10.

“It felt really good and
we couldn’t have done it
without everybody work-
ingtogether,” Julian said.
“Our coaching definitely
helped and I thought I
prepared myself really
well. Istayed focused and
I was able to stay calm
and notbe too overhyped.
I’'m excited to be in a
good spot in my sectional
bracket and my goals are
to hopefully go to the state
meet and place there.”

Brody Stien (30-12)
ran through the bracket
in the 150-pound divi-
sion, finishing 2-0 with a

first-period fall over Ga-
lena’s Josue Arcos-An-
drade in the semifinals
and a 7-0 decision over
Lena-Winslow’s John
Mensendike in the finals.
Byron’s team victory
means that the Tigers will
compete in the IHSA 1A
Dual Team Sectional at
Newman Central Catholic
later this month.

“I feel like I'm going
to have a lot of success
later in the season,” Stien
said. “Our team has put
a lot of work in and I
thought we deserved to
win. Our coaching helped
us a lot this year and my
teammates have helped
bring me up. [’'m excited
that we’ll have a lot of
fans from Byron who will
be coming to support us
and my goal is to make
the state meet and try to
place there.”

Kyle Jones (33-4)
earned a hard-fought
regional title in the
190-pound division, go-
ing 3-0 over three bouts
with two wins coming by
fewer than two points.
Afteraquarterfinal-round
fall against Galena’s Lu-
cas Duggan, Jones battled
Oregon’s Quentin Berry
in the semifinals, holding
on for an 11-10 decision
that included five lead
chances. Jones outlasted
Lena-Winslow’s Jeremi-
ah Luke inthe final round,
scoring an overtime take-
down and near fall for a
7-2 sudden victory.

“When Jared won his
match, it brought the
whole team together and
we were really excited to
see him get it done for the
whole team,” Jones said.
“I didn’t think I wrestled
my best, but I got the job

done and I was able to
score points for my team.
It’s going to be fun wres-
tling here because even
though it’s a tournament,
we feel like we’ll have a
home advantage.”

In addition to the five
regional winners, Byron
willadvancesecond-place
finisher Carsen Behn (32-
8) as well as third-place
finishers Damien Palacios
(27-13) and Jacob Ross
(15-8) to the sectional
meet. Behn took sec-
ond in the 165-pound
division, winning two
matches including a fall
over Galena’s Gus Nack
and a 1-0 decision over
Lena-Winslow’s Brady
Haas.

Palacios finished third
inthe 113-pound division,
recording three victories
in the tournament includ-
ing a 14-6 major decision

over Lena-Winslow’s
David Prater as well
as a fall over Galena’s
Alfonso Grajalas and a
7-4 decision over Prater
in the third-place bout.
Ross finished third in
the 157-pound division,
notching three wins by
fall over Genoa-Kings-
ton’s Chris Rodas, West
Carroll’s Cole Herrell and
Dakota’s Connor Panoske
in the third-place bout.
The Tigers landed four
fourth-place finishers
who will be alternates for
the sectional meet. Hunter
King (17-20) took fourth
in the 126-pound divi-
sion, while Cael O’Horo
(14-18) took fourth in the
138-pound bracket and
Nick Ingram (11-7) took
fourth in the 175-pound
division. Jarett Ross (21-
15) finished fourth in the
215-pound division.

FOR SALE

02122024

RWILLIAMS REAITY

MELISSA LILJA
815.742.8331

Call 815-742-8331

for a showing!

Investment <
Opportunity

Mullarkey's Bar & Grill

12 W Main St, Mount Morris, IL 61054
2,907 SF « Turn-key « Profit Making « Updated Utilities

Turn-key local bar, pub and gaming. WelHoved local bar with a steady
growing client base. Many people enjoy coming for the food, drawings,
comradery, bands and so much more. This fully equipped bar, was
completely redone in 2021, plumbing, electrical, HVAC & more. 6 video
gaming machines (provides a strong revenue), pool table, dart boards,
10 wall mounted TVs. Standard kitchen for bar and grill food. Major
upgrades include restrooms, interior & exterior building painting, kitchen
built, plumbing upgraded, new bar flooring, electrical upgrades and
more. Call for more information or showing today!

7077 7

preLess!

NIU BASKETBALL

ON SALE NOW!

MEN’S BASKETBALL

PRICES START AT

SINGLE GAME TICKETS

WOMEN'’S BASKETBALL
PRICES START AT

GET YOUR TICKETS TODRY!
815-753-7225 | NIUHUSKIES.COM

BASKETBALL
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Byron falls to undefeated Beecher on Monday ni t
BHS head coach Huels: ‘It was a good test for us going against a team hke thi

BY ANDY COLBERT
CORRESPONDENT

BYRON - With a
55-51 win over Byron,
Beecher remains the lone
undefeated boys basket-
ball team in Illinois. In
game that was scheduled
after both schools had an
opening due to weather
cancellations, the visitors
made a two-hour drive
from the far southwest
suburbs near the Indiana
border.

“We’re not running
away to hide. We need
experiences like this get
ready for the post sea-
son,” Beecher Coach Ty-
ler Shireman said. “Byron
had posted on Twitter that
they were looking for a
game. [ sawitand replied.
In a few minutes, they
wheels starting turning
and we were able to get
something worked out.”

Had not Byron lost to
Rockford Christian three
days earlier, it would
have been two unbeatens
going at it. Still much of
the state was focused on
arare Monday 5:30 p.m.
tilt between a 25-0 team
versus a 21-1 team. Be-
sides the stellar records,
it almost looked like a
mirror image, with both
teams playing a similar
style of ball.

“After we watched
film, I told our guys
that they were just like
us when it comes to
shooting, defending the
ball, pass sequence and
physical size,” Shireman
said. “We thought the
game would resemble an
intra-squad scrimmage.”

The first quarter was
more of a free-wheeling
affair, with the Tigers
grabbing a 20-17 lead,
with Ryan Tucker (two),

Andy Colbert:

HEY did it
again. Byron,
that is.

After dominating 3A
football and currently
state-ranked in basket-
ball, the Tiger wrestling
team added to the luster
with a stunning 196-195
win over Lena-Winslow
in regional wrestling.

How stunning?

Otherthan Le-Winand
Dakota, no one else has
won this regional since
2011, when Stillman
Valley was champion.
Byron has to go back to
2002 for its last regional
crown.

It wasn’t out of the
question for Byron to pull
off the win. Le-Win and
Dakota were both down
from their glory years and
the Tigers have always
had quality wrestlers.

Still, L-W held a high-
er state ranking and had
beaten Byron 44-21 in
a dual meet. They also
put whippings on oth-
er regional contenders

Dakota, Oregon and SV.
But, an individual-based
regional or sectional meet
has different dynamics
than a standard dual.

Wrestlers from other
schools can cancel out
results and strange things
can begin to happen. Oth-
er examples of strange-
ness are one-point wins
that could have gone ei-
ther way and lower seeds
beating higher seeds.

For Byron, here were
six weight classes that
made the most difference
in the final outcome:

At285,No.2seed Jar-
ed Claunch pulled off a
3-2 win in the semis over
aL-W opponent and then
went on to win the title
for the clinching point
total. The final match
was likely easier than
anticipated, as the No.
1 seed from Dakota was
upset in the semis.

Kyle Jones got a wild
one-point win in the
semis to advance to the
190-pound finals against

Cason Newton and Car-
son Buser all hitting 3s
for Byron.

Early in the second
quarter, Byron got up
25-20 and had a chance
to go up even more after
two consecutive steals by
Tucker, but open layups
were missed.

“We had at least three
possessions with break-
away layups that we
missed,” Byron Coach
Matt Huels said. “It was
kind of deflating for our
kids.”

Those missed bunnies
started a run of nine
empty possessions while
Beecher went up 29-25
on a scoring flourish
by all-state guard Adyn
McGinley. Buser came
to rescue for Byron with
a halftime buzzer-beating
three-pointer from the
other side of the halfcourt
line to close within 29-28.

“That gave usaboost,”
Huels said.

Byron regained the
lead 34-33 midway
through the third quar-
ter as the Bobcats hit a
stretch of one basket in
11 possessions. Not only
that, but it was one-and-
done, as Byron did not
allow a single offensive
board in the quarter.

With the tempo of the
game slowing down, the
third quarter ended with
a36-35 Tiger lead, aided
by a pair of Jack Hively
baskets. That was last
time they would lead, as
Beecher scored nine un-
answered points to start
the fourth quarter.

Tucker got Byron back
in it with 10 straight
points. He led all scorers
with 23 points.

“He did a good job of
getting to the basket from
the high post,” Huels

Another Byron

a No. 1 seed from L-W.
Jones, a 2023 state qual-
ifier, really got the Byron
crowd fired up with a
pressure-packed win
over L-W to keep the re-
gional title within reach.
Carson Behn pulled
out a 1-0 win in the
165-pound semis against
L-W formore cru-
cial points. At 138
and 150, No. 1
seeds Will Julian
and Brody Stien
picked up work-
manlike wins over
No. 2 seeds from
L-W in the cham-
pionship round.
Due to the
wrestle-back format,
Damien Palacios had to
beat a L-W wrestler for
the second time in the
third-place match at 113,
a 7-4 decision. But, if he
had lost after winning
the first-round match, no
team title for Byron.
Altogether, Byron
wrestlers won seven of
the 11 contested matches

Andy Colbert

against L-W kids and if
any of those one-point
wins go the other way, the
regional title would have
been Le-Win’s. That how
close this was.

It should also be not-
ed that one of the offi-
cials at the regional is
wrapping up a 43-year
career in the sport
and that is Kevin
Barringer of Ore-
gon. A long-time
friend of mine and
fellow Rochelle
grad, Kevin has
been officiating
the sport since he
was 18 and is a
veteran of many
state meets.

Thanks for your ser-
vice, Kevin and the ex-
cellent work on the mat.

Back to Byron, and no
I don’t purposely focus
on Byron, as some people
occasionally suggestIdo.
Let’s face it. They got it
going there.

Anyway, it was a lot
of fun to see the boys

said.

While Tucker was in
the midst of his scoring
spree, 6-foot-5 Orlin
Nesbitt was being a
force on the boards for
the Bobcats. In its only
team offensive rebound
ofthe second half, Nesbitt
demonstratively grabbed
a loose carom and put it
back in for a 48-41 lead.

“He’s really come
along in last month for
us,” Shireman said. “His
play allows our guards to
be more aggressive on the
perimeter.”

Tucker got Byron to
within 48-46 with 1:20
left in the game on his
second old-fashioned
three of the quarter. Go-
inginto apress, the Tigers
also flustered Beecher
into two quick turnovers.

But, it was Ethan Ryd-
berg putting the game
away for the Bobcats on

7-for-8 free throw shoot-
ing in the final minute.

Newton scored to
make it 52-49 with 15
seconds left and again to
close within 53-51 with
four seconds left.

“It was a good test
for us going against a
team like this,” said
Huels, whose team (21-2)
wrapped up a tough two
and half weeks of facing
Pecatonica, Lutheran,
Dixon, RC and Beecher.

Beecher (26-0) plays
in the weak River Valley
conference, but had three
other quality wins against
Rockridge, St. Joe-Og-
den and Peoria Notre
Dame. The Bobcats were
led by 6-3 guard Rydberg
with 20 points. McGinley
was held to 10.

“That was not (Mc-
Ginley’s) best game. Its
shows we can win with-
out him,” Shireman said.

program rises

basketball team host un-
defeated Beecher earlier
this week.

Beecher won, mainly
because they shot better
— 41 percent to 34 per-
cent. What I appreciated
was how similar the two
teams were to each other.

When you bring a
faraway opponent in for
the first time ever, you
never know what you’re
going to get. It seemed
that Byron got a clone
of themselves in how
Beecher handled the ball
and played defense.

Until this season,
Beecher has never been
noted much for basket-
ball, but is one of the pre-
mier softball programs in
the state, with four state
titles in last two decades.

Strangely, this town of
4,600 and school of 350
has never had football.

“We have a few farm
kids around that would
probably be okay, but it
would be hard to keep
from losing when you

start from scratch,” bas-
ketball coach Tyler Shire-
man said. “When you’ve
never had something, you
don’t miss it as much.”

For the second time
in recent weeks, we’ve
had local coach pick
up win number 300 in
basketball. This time, it
was Byron girls coach
Eric Yerly, who pulled
the feat off in 13 years,
to go along with a couple
state trophies.

As Frank Swingel
from Mt. Morris told me
once, Ericis goingtobea
decent coach because of
the toughness of being a
Hall Township grad. Yes,
Frank hails from Spring
Valley too.

After playing football
against Hall in the old
NCIC, can’t fault that
argument.

Andy Colbert is a
longtime Ogle County
resident with years of ex-
perience covering Sports
and more for multiple
area publications.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Oregon Hawk wrestling team takes third at IHSA 1A Stillman Valley Regional on Feb. 3

The Oregon High School varsity wrestling team finished third in the IHSA 1A Stillman Valley Regional on Saturday, Feb. 3. The Hawks advanced five individuals to the
IHSA 1A Byron Sectional and two individuals won regional championships on Saturday. Winners include 113-pounder Nelson Benesh (34-6) and 126-pounder Preston
LaBay (22-18). 157-pounder Anthony Bauer (31-5) finished second while 150-pounder Ethan Mowry (24-18) and 190-pounder Quentin Berry (21-8) both took third.

OGLE COUNTY LIFE SPORTS

Polo boys basketball
takes down Milledgeville

The Polo High School
varsity boys basketball
team scored a 62-52 win
over Milledgeville on
Thursday, Feb. 1. Brock
Soltow scored ateam-lead-
ing 30 points for the Mar-
cos, while Gus Mumford
totaled 16 points and Nolan
Hahn added 12 points in
the victory.

Oregon girls basket-
ball defeats North Boone

The Oregon High
School varsity girls bas-
ketball team won 52-30
over North Boone on
Thursday, Feb. 1. Sarah
Eckardt and Alease Mc-

Lain each scored 10 points
for the Hawks, while Ella
Dannhorn added eight
points and Teagan Cham-
pleyrecorded sevenpoints.
Mya Engelkes chipped in
six points for the Oregon
team in the win.
Forreston boys bas-
ketball wins over Amboy
The Forreston High
School varsity boys bas-
ketball team recorded a
54-31 win over Amboy
on Thursday, Feb. 1. The
Cardinals (8-14 overall,
4-4 conference) received
18 points from Mickey
Probst, who took two
charges in the game and
set a new single-season

record for charges taken in
aseason. Kendall Erdmann
added 18 points for the
Cardinals.

Oregon girls bowling
competes at IHSA Re-
gional

Oregon’s Katy Mill-
er bowled at the IHSA
Regional in Rockford on
Saturday, Feb. 3. Miller
rolled a 412 series in the
first half of the tournament
and a 485 series during the
second half to finish 38th
individually with a final
score of 897.

Forreston boys bas-
ketball shoots past Chris-
tian Life

The Forreston High

School varsity boys bas-
ketball team shot down
Rockford Christian Life
for a 55-49 win on Sat-
urday, Feb. 3. Kendall
Erdmann led the Cardinals
(9-14 overall and 4-4 in
conference) with 21 points
and six assists, while Bren-
dan Greenfield added 17
points and 13 rebounds for
a double-double. Mickey
Probst contributed 12
points for Forreston in
the win.

Oregon girls basket-
ball loses against Rock-
ford Lutheran

The Oregon High
School varsity girls bas-
ketball team lost 56-14

against Rockford Lutheran
on Monday, Feb. 5. The
Hawks moved to 6-22
overall with the loss. The
JV Hawks won 32-21.
Mya Engelkes and Noelle
Girton each scored six
points for Oregon in the
loss.

Polo boys basketball
team falls against Dakota

The Polo High School
varsity boys basketball
team suffered a 61-50
loss against Dakota on
Monday, Feb. 5. Brock
Soltow led the Marcos
with 24 points, while Gus
Mumford added eight
points. Carter Merdian and
Nolan Hahn combined for

11 points in the loss.

Oregon boys basket-
ball edges Indian Creek

The Oregon High
School varsity boys bas-
ketball team edged Indian
Creek for a 65-64 win
on Tuesday, Feb. 6. The
Hawks improved to 14-13
overall with the win. The
JVteamwon44-32 and the
fresh-sophteamlost51-26
against Newman Central
Catholic.Noah Johnsonled
the Hawks with 15 points,
while Cooper Johnson
added 13 points and Nole
Campos totaled 10 points.
Jameson Caposey and
Keaton Salsbury combined
for 14 points.
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Here's

Jeanette Heesaker, CPA

Masters in Business Administration
and Finance

Certified Managerial Accountant
Accounting and Tax Services
For Business/Individual/Partnership
132 W. Second St., Suite 1 - Byron, IL 61010

(815) 234-8100

aar Q4

AIR CONDITIONING
HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

Turn to the experts

GAUL’S CLIMATE CONTROL

815-734-7314

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

Whatever you’re looking for,
these local businesses ask
you to consider them first.

[y

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner
ASE Certified

P.O. Box 31
54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451

Tony Kurzac

107 E. Washington St.
Route 64

Oregon, IL 61061
815-312-7089

Sell New & Used Tires/Rims
All Makes & Models
Cars/Truck Service

Trailer Repair
Auto Repair
Lowest Price Around

AUTO REPAIR

Lloyd Duncan

309 N Wesley Ave
Mt Morris IL 61054

779-340-0734

Contact Eric
815.973.9951

Fax
815.900.2090

Vaiteycraft
COSQY, ey

HKanderafled quality to fast o lifetime

Come visit our showroom
2477 E. IL Hwy 64
Oregon, IL 61061

Appointments Appreciated

O Kitchen - Bath - Laundry - Office - and more!
¢ Fully Custom, From Design to Installation

Q' Free Estimates, Friendly Local Service

CONCRETE
Neil Wills

President / Owner

o

Flatwork / Foundations

CONCRETE INC. 815.978.6073

741 Oaks Lane
Byron,IL61010

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

NAVARRO & SONS

Construction Company

*khkkkkkk*x

Free Sr. Citizen
Estimates Discount

Ceramic Tile e Wood Floors e Painting ¢ Siding-
Basements ¢ Room Additions e Baths e Kitchens
Over 25yrs.exp.  Customtouch  No job too big or too small

FRANK NAVARRO - OREGON / BYRON
PHONE: 815-234-7588 FAX: 815-234-7568

CONCRETE
How coan we A&é}a 71)%.,7

*Patios
*Floors
*Walkways
*Driveways
*Resealing
*Decorative

..
( _oncrete
(, onstruction

Jerold Yoder

815.202.8787

FREE ESTIMATES

jerry@yoderconcrete.us

EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENT

@N‘E ALA,@ 0,
EIREWORISKCEO.

|

PHIL GIUFFRE 773-415-4277 OREGON, ILLINOIS

WWW.5ALARMFIREWORKS.COM
FESTIVALS, CONCERTS, WEDDING HOMECOMINGS, CORPORATE EVENTS

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

» New Construction
» Complete Remodeling -+ Siding
* Drywall

» Roofing * Windows -+ Additions

+ Painting  * Interior/Exterior
* Flooring  * Decks

Free Estimates e Lead Certified

815-761-1626

PRAIRIE FENCE

815-677-1402

Agircultural - Residential - Commercial
- Hi-tensile electric - Vinyl fencing

- Woven wire - Chain link FREE
- Board rail - Split rail ESTIMATES!
- Horse fence - Privacy

AT’S
FIREWOOD
815-751-2255

ALL HARDWOODS, SEASONED,
DELIVERED, STACKED

HAIR CARE

Leaf River Kutz
122 Main Street <Leaf River |l '

815-738-6122 g

o
Men, Women, Kids
HAIR CUTS

Illinois

DOORMASTERS

990 W Pines Rd. Oregon, IL 61061 LLC
815-440-9827
office@illincisdoormasters.com

Servicing and Installing Garage doors

C.J. HOME MAINTENANCE
and REPAIR

We fix almost anything in and around the home!
20 Plus Years Experience
Regular and Emergency Service 24 Hours A Day
7 Days A Week

Phone 1-815-234-4511
Cell 1-815-222-6239

Byron, Oregon,
Mt. Morris Areas

"Your prescription for a healthy yard!"

Fully Licensed

Lawn Treatments

Tree & Ornamental Care
General Pest Control
Mosquito Suppression
Over 15 Years Experience

Toby Behmer
Owner/Applicator
Stillman Valley, IL
815-393-6471
toby@turfrxil.com

Tennison Painting
Specializing in:

New Construction
Commercial & Residential
Interior & Exterior - Painting & Staining
Wall & Ceiling Repair - Texturing Walls
& Ceilings - Insured

Ph: (815) 501-2893
Email: jimtennison@gmail.com
www.TennisonPainting.com

PAINTING
* Interior & Exterior * Free Estimates * Insured

PAINTING.-

Quality *x Craftsmanship

Tim Goodman
815.222.9920

PET GROOMING

by
Dun Wright Grooming

MOBILE o IS
GROOMING R

o Cut of Your Choice
(depends on coat condition)
o Specialty /Flea Baths Available
© Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

o Pets Groomed at Your Home

© Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
© No More “Separation” Anxiety

© No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

GUTTERS

— = ' GALL FOR
tgm YA meEesnms
ces Seamless Gutters

815.406.8172

arservicesis@vahoo.com 2

GUTTER GUARDS & GUTTER CLEANING

/‘: N
INTEGRITY

HOME IMPROVEMENT & RENOVATION, LL¢

New Construction - Complete Remodels - Additions - Windows
Doors - Sunrooms - Kitchens - Basements - Baths - Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 - Craig Kosch 815.566.7424
www.integrityhomeimp.com

FREE
ESTIMATES

Insured

WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING
K& J 5
RVICES
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen

cabinets or woodwork.
Insured Over 40 Years Experience

Cell (815) 353-5754
Ken NO JOBTOO SMALL! giman Valley, IL

STORAGE SHEDS

SIS O £ e Dy
R 9 ,&\w‘\\‘° - T" o, Ou"’t‘rl
v&?.g Swe d © You,. - Log
gae* p;\“’\“ g c “r Site

Structures
We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds

« Stock & Custom Design « Competitive Pricing
« Many Options Available « Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

“Your Trees

,O OVE Deserve a
Al tcecdteee, Certified
Arborist!”

Serving Ogle County Since 1996

 Trimming & Removals ® Climbing Specialists ® Insect & Disease Control
e Planting Service ® Arborist Consulting
Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

8 SERVICE CALL SPECIAL |

2 9 Offer Expires 4/30/20

We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.
Over 30 Years Experience.

AFFORDABLE WATER
815-625-3426

Toll Free: 877-353-7638

High Top Tree

Service LLC
Byron, IL$

= Tree removal/trimming =
= Storm damage -
= Stump grinding *

= Climbing specialist = ca“ or Text:

815-980-0678

TREE REMOVAL

Tree Trimming
Removal
Stump Grinding
Storm Clean Up

Gabriel Mack
P: 779-251-0254
F:815-946-4372

Wouldn't you like your
husiness card seen hy

28,900 people?
CALL 815-732-2156
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BERTOLET MEMORIAL LIBRARY

Movie

Monday, February
19th at 2:00 PM It has
been 35 years since this
movie’s debut showed
a headstrong, rebellious
mermaid who defied her
father, signed a contract
with the sea witch, and
exchanged her voice for
legs. Bring your kids and
enjoy the classic version
of this movie as Ariel and
her friends, Sebastian,
Flounder, and Scuttle, try
to outsmart Ursula.

Stories with Stacey

BYRON PUBLIC LIBRARY

How to Rebloom
Those Christmas Gifts
Thursday, Feb. 29.6—7:00
pm. Did you receive or
purchase a plant for the
holidays and don’t know
what to do with it? Join
master gardeners Phil &
Marciaasthey discuss how
to care for your holiday
plants. Please visit Byron.
evanced.info/signup or call
thelibraryat815-234-5107
to register.

Did you know

That the library has a
variety of rooms available

ROCK RIVER CENTER ACTIVITIES

Rock River Center is a
resource center located at
810S. 10th Street, Oregon.
Our activities and trips are
open to all ages. Call our
office @ 815-732-3252
for assistance with Benefit
Access Application forali-
cense plate discount, Medi-
care, housing, homemaker
service, heating assistance

Thursdays at 10:00
AM Join Miss Stacey
for fun stories for your
toddlers and preschoolers!

A to Z Reading Chal-
lenge

Join us in the new
year with a new reading
challenge. The goal is to
read 26 books, each book
starting with a different
letter of the alphabet by
December 31, 2024. Be
sure to keep your reading
log up to date as there will
be chances to earn prizes
along the way. Stop at the

circulation desk toregister.

Sip & Solve

Monday, February 19th
at 5:00 PM Join us for an
evening of visiting while
we solve puzzles and sip
non-alcoholic beverages.
Tea, coffee, hot cocoa,
water, and soda will be
available for your enjoy-
mentalong with an assort-
ment of puzzles such as
crossword, sudoku, word
search, and more! Open

Join us this month in
reading Between Shades
of Gray by Ruta Sepetys.
Lina is a typical teenage
girl in Lithuania. That
is until the Soviet Secret
Police take Lina and her
family and ship them
to Siberian work camps
in 1941. A heartbreak-
ing story of courage, love,
survival, and the trauma
nations of people had to
endure. Pick up a copy at
the circulation desk.

February Take &
Make Craft

Stop by the circulation
desk to grab a kit to make
a penguin keychain.

Create-a-Card

We will formally re-
sume in the spring, but
supplies will be available
year round for indepen-
dent access.

Plastic Recycling

We ask that you make
sure plastic is clean with
no debris in the dona-
tion. *No animal feed
bags are allowed* Also
please remove any zip-
loc-type seals and paper/

sticker labels. Thank you
for your cooperation.

NEW RELEASES

Adult Books

Follow Me to hell by
Tom Clavin

One in a Million by
Janet Dailey

DVD

Book Club: The Next
Chapter

Picture Books

Accidental Inventions:
Chocolate Chip Cookies
by Catherine C. Finan

A Very Dinosaur Birth-
day by Adam Wallace

for the public to reserve?
Whether it’s a private area
forstudying oralargeroom
for a baby shower or birth-
day party, the Byron Li-
brary hasaroomto suitjust
aboutevery need. Thereis
no charge fornon-profituse
ofourrooms; for-profitres-
ervations will be charged
$25 per hour. Rooms
cannot be booked more
than 30 days in advance.
Toreserve aroom, you can
visit Byron.evanced.info/
spaces, or call the library
at 815-234-5107.

to all ages.

February Book of the
Month

Creative Studio

Our Creative Studiois open
on Sunday afternoons and
two evenings a week, so
stop by for monthly crafts
and to use our maker space
equipment! Crafts out
on the tables are free of
charge, while some other
projects will incur a cost
depending on materials.
Middle school and high
school youth can use some
of the materials while with
an adult, or during Teen
Time. Creative Studio
hours: Sunday 1 - 5:00 pm,

Monday 9:00 am-1:00 pm
& 5 —8:00 pm, Tuesday 9
am - 1:00 pm & 5 — 8:00
pm, Wednesday 9:00 am
—1:00 pm, Thursday 9:00
am — 1:00 pm, Friday &

Saturday closed.
Check out
Our Mobile App

Did you know that there
is an easy way to use the
library from your phone?
Just download the Prairie-
Cat app to your phone or
mobile device and log in
with yourlibrary cardnum-
berand PIN! You’llbeable

to view your checkoutsand
holds, renew renewable
materials, and search the
library catalog. There’s
even a digital copy of your
library card!

Curbside Delivery
The library is open for
browsing, but patrons
can still use our curbside
service! Place your holds
online at byronlibrary.org
orcallusat815-234-5107.
Not sure what you want?
Call us for help! We will
call or email you with a
confirmation when your

holds areready to be picked
up. Calluswhenyouarrive
at the library, and we will
bring your items out to
you, already checked out.
A receipt with your due
dates will be included with
your items.

Visit the Byron Library
Facebook page, or sub-
scribe to our newsletters
atbyronlibrary.org, to keep
up to date on library news
and programs! Be sure to
also check out the Byron
Library and Byron Library
Teen Instagram pages!

or other things. Visit us at
www.rockrivercenter.org
and like us on Facebook.
Navigating Change
Tuesday, Feb 13; 10:00
—11:00 a.m. Advance reg-
istration requested.
Crocheting & Knit-
ting
Thursday, Feb. 15,9:00
—10:00 am

Denny Diamond

Thursday, Feb. 15; 1:00
—2:00 p.m. Advance reg-
istration requested.

Activities with Mary

Tuesday, Feb. 20. Sip
& Craft with Mary 1:00
— 1:45. Drumming 1:45
—2:30.

February 19 Holiday
Schedule

Rock River Center will
close on Monday, February
19 in recognition of Presi-
dent’s Day.

No transportation or
activities will take place
on that day. Please plan
accordingly.

LIHEAP-HEATING
ASSISTANCE

For the 2023-2024 LI-

HEAPprogramyear, appli-
cations will be processed
based on the following.

Income limits for 2024
Program Year: Family
Size - Annual Income.
1 - $29,160. 2 - $39,440.
For more details, call
Tri-County office at 800-
323-5434.

2023-2024 NICOR

GAS“SHARING” PRO-
GRAM

NICOR GAS sharing
program is available to
assist those NICOR cus-
tomers whose income is
above 200% of poverty
level and less than 300%
of the poverty level.

See page 6

BYRON

ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH
624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor: Janet Wold
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am. A recording of each Sunday's
worship service is available on our Facehook page and our website later in the
day. Communion is served every Sunday. Sunday School for ages 3 through
Adult is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation studies
for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 10:00 am.
Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom. In person Bible
Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday afternoon at
1:30 pm. Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; quilters meet twice
monthly. Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.org or call the church
office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NextGen/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children’s Ministry Director: Katie Dodd
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry Wednesdays
at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more defails .
Office Hours: 8:00am 4:30pm MondaysThursdays

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. 2nd St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 - Fr. Richard Rosinski.
Weekday Masses: Tuesday - Friday 7:30am, Weekend Masses: Sat. 5:00 pm,
Sun. 8:00 am and 9:30 am, Reconciliation: Fri. 8:00 am - 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30
pm - 4:30 pm or by app. Eucharist Adoration Fri. 8-9am
www.saintmaryinbyron.org secretary@saintmaryinbyron.org

SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH
NEW LOCATION! Jarrett Prairie Center 7993 N. River Rd., Byron Phone 963-
5216 Rev. Michael Axmark, Pastor.Discover Time 9:30 a.m., Fellowship 10:15
a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m.
Mailing Address: P.0. Box 838, Byron, IL 61010

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777
Email: uch@comeast.net
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportunities:
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru 5th grade) 9:30 -10:15am
Coffee & fellowship time: 9:30am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am
Spark Youth Group (for ages 6th grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, 5pm-7pm
For complefe ministry schedule and other activities, please check our website or
Facebook page or contact the church office.
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here!

BEACON HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
“Building Faith for Life”
6467 N. German Church Rd., Byron, IL - Ph. (815) 246-2685 - beaconhillbyron.

org
Mailing Address: P.0. Box 448, Byron, IL 61010

Pastor: Gary Cortese

Service Times: Sundays at 10AM; Wednesday night Faith-Lift at 6:30PM
Find us on Facebook/Beacon Hill Assembly of God

CHANA

CHANA UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Josh Brown, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-7683.
(E-mail address: chanaumc@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each
month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open Minds-Open Doors.

DAVIS JUNCTION

DAVIS JUNCTION
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors © “God’s Heart in Our Community”
Located in town on Rt. 72 * Our Pastor is Rev. Keith Kelsey-Powell Sunday
Services: Worship 10:30am, Childrens time during Worship Service.
Fellowship following the Worship Service each Sunday. Communion the first
Sunday of the month. Potluck luncheon following Worship every 4th Sunday,
except in the summer months of June, July and August. Various small groups
meet throughout the month. For more information about the small groups please
call 298-2310. AA meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm and Saturdays at 9am. For more
information please visit our website WWW.DJUMC.ORG

AY P, A D

LOST LAKE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
Pastor Bob Clardie 8:30am Sunday School
815-535-6990 9:30am Church Service
90 W. Flagg Road www.lostlakechurch.org
Dixon IL 61021

FORRESTON

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott Ralston
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL Phone: 815-938-2380
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.
God is Good, All the Time, Al the Time, God is Good!

ST.JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Karen Tews
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Outreach
and Welcome” in  beautiful rural setting.
Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.

LEAF RIVER

ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH
9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 o Ph:815-541-4863 Sunday
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am
VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Live Sermon Streaming: Sundays at 10:00 AM at www.facehook.com/
LEAFRIVERBC/
Archived Sermons on our YouTube channel: Leaf River Baptist Church (Until
further notice)
9:30 Church Service. Nursery available, 11:00 Sunday school for all ages.
Nursery available
6941 N Mt Morris Rd, Leaf River, IL 61047
815-738-2205 leafriverbc@gmail.com

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH - LCMS
immanueHindenwood.org (for sermons, events, ec.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-3934500 * office@immanuellindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 10am;
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanuellindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH

101 N Galena st, P.0 box 67, Lindenwood IL

8159857054

Regular worship service Sundays at 10:00am with fellowship following.

Tuesdays 10:00 am Sr Exercise! Lunch afterwards. Thursdays 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Library time. Snacks and coffee. For more information call 815-985-7054.
Everyone is welcome!

ELIM REFORMED CHURCH
140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068 © Pastor Marv Jucobs
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmail.com
Website: www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS

DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
“By God's grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE”

All are welcome here!
9:30 a.m. - Sunday Worship with Communion open to all, followed by fellowship
hour
10:45 a.m. Sunday School (Sep. - May)
102 N. Maple Ave., Mt. Morris, IL 61054
8157344853 secretary@disciplesume.org
www.disciplesume.org
Pastor Marcia Peddicord

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL 61054 815-734-4942 www.efcmm.org
Senior Pastor: Bruce McKanna. Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m. Sunday School
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship with
Childeare and Children’s Church.

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, M. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 8157344573
Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. followed by fellowship time
and Sunday School. Worship service available online, call for defails.
Email: mtmorriscob@gmail.com

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354 Rev. Josh Ehrler

Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . Sunday
Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept-May) Chime Choir
Wednesday 6:00 PM

LITTLE PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
409 W Brayton Rd. Mt Morris, IL 61054 (Church of the Brethren Basement
Entrance) Worship Services: 10:00 AM Sunday Morning, 7:00 PM 1st & 3rd
Sunday Evening, 7:30 PM 2nd & 4th Wednesday Evenings of the Month.

Pastor: Norman Reinford 779-861-3700

EAST OREGON CHAPEL CHURCH OF GOD
East Oregon Chapel Church of God
The Sharing is Caring Church
Pastor Jesse Allen EOCCOGministries@gmail.com 107 N Daysville Rd. Oregon, IL
Phone: 815-732-2960
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. with Sunday Worship following at 10:30 a.m.
Breakfast is served every fifth Sunday beginning af 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday evenings both Adults (all year) & Youth (during the school year) meet
weekly beginning at 6:30 p.m.
In the event that Oregon Schools are not in session the Youth group does not meet
on Wednesdays.
Thursday morning Women's Bible study meets af 10:30 a.m.
We look forward to megfing you!

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd. ©
Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com © Sunday school 9:00 a.m. Worship 10:00 a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Dave Rogula 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 lighthouseUM(@
yahoo.com
Worship at 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of
month. Lighthouse will lite p your life!

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604 Pastor
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.;
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church.

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St. Oregon, IL 61061 Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented ministry.”
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:30 a.m.; Sunday Evening
Service 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th Street, Oregon, IL 61061 | 815-732-2994 | www.oregonumc.org
Pastor Rev Megan Smick
9:00 am Adult & Youth Bible Study
10 am Worship & Children’s Sunday School
In-person o live on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/OregonUMC
5:30 pm Wednesday Night Meal
All are welcome!

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Amold ~ 8122361213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ™ contemporary style worship with coffee and
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship is also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship.
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ™ provides a safe and fun
environment where kids can learn about who God is and who they are because
of Him.

Encounter Youth Ministry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday afternoons.

Please see our Facehook page for scheduled dates and fimes.
For complete ministry info and events, visit us online at Riverstonecc.com or on
Facebook at facebook.com/RiverStoneChristianChurch

ST. BRIDE'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon ©
7327211 - Office Rev. Eldred George
Webpage: saintbrides.org © E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com ©
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
114S. 5th St. Oregon, IL Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 a.m. Worship

POLO

ST. MARY CHURCH
Rectory/Office: 211 North Franklin Ave., Polo, IL 61064
PHONE: 815-946-2535 © Rev. Joseph P. Naill
Masses: Sun 10:30am, Tuesday Mass 8 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: First Sunday of each month after 10:30
mass
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday from 9 a.m. o 3 p.m.
www.stmarypolo.org

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, Illinois © 815-946-2848 * Luke N. Schier, Pastor
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship
Experience. “"THE GRAND Kids Class” Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~

POLO CAMPUS
Meefing Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through engaging
messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffee, snacks &
fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ during 10AM
service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June st .
Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo © 815-946-3588 o Jeremy Heller, Pastor
Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available,
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-denominational
Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

STILLMAN VALLEY

RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY
Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns | Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley.
815-645-2526 | www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday: Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday: AWANA (Sept - April) from 6:00 to 7:30 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY

EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Lead Pastor Barry Norris
103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL
815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org
Sunday Morning 9am ‘Gather’ for learning & conversation, 10:15am Worship
both onsite and online at facebook.com/VECCFSV
Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber
Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry
Please visit website for more information or contact the church office M-F
9am-2pm

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
DAVIS JUNCTION

Pastor Brad Pittman www.graceisforyou.com
10479 E. High Rd., Stillman Valley, IL 61084 « 815-973-1369
Worship Service: Saturday at 5pm

WINNEBAGO

MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088
Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.
Sunday: Worship Service at 9:30 am.
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Friday 9am-2pm.
Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com
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Fora 1-personhousehold
the 30-day income limit is
$3,645;2-personhousehold,
$4.,930,3-personhousehold;
$6,215, etc. You can apply

JULIA HULL DISTRICT LIBRARY

Winter Reading Chal-
lenge: Read on the Quiet
Side

Embracethe solitude of
the season with our Winter
Reading Challenge! When
you take a “Read on the
Quiet Side, you can win
bigin one, two, or THREE
ways...just for doing the
thing you love to do. So,
grab a book and put your
feet up: you deserve it! To
get started: download the
Beanstack app! Thisyear’s
Winter Reading Challenge
ends Feb. 29, 2024.

Fun Day Monday:
Winter Science: Valen-

FORRESTON LIBRARY

Toddler/Preschool
Storytime

Wednesdays at 10:00
am. This week we’re
celebrating Valentine’s
Day during Storytime!

for the NICOR GAS Shar- @ ROCK RIVER

ing program at the Rock CENTER CANCER
River Center. For more SUPPORT GROUP
information or to make an Meets: 4 t h
appointment call 800-541- Wednesday in February,
5479 or 815-732-3252. May, August & November.

SUPPORT GROUPS

Time: 2:00 — 3:00 p.m.

CAREGIVER
SUPPORT GROUP
Meets: 3RD Tuesday of

Meets: 1 s t
Wednesday of the month.
Time: 11:00 am. — 12:00

month. Time: 10:00—11:30  p.m.

am. LOW VISION
DIABETIC GROUP
SUPPORT GROUP Meets: 2nd and

4th Tuesday of month.
Time: 12:00p.m.—1:30p.m.

Formore information on
any of our Support Groups,
call Rock River Center at
815-732-3252 or 1-800-
541-5479.

slime

School’s out for the
day! Join us at the library
as we experiment, explore
and create together. We’re
whipping up some messy
science fun and celebrat-
ing Valentine’s Day at
the same time! Monday,
Feb. 19, 1 p.m. Ages:5-9.
Registrationrequired: 815-
645-8611.

Short and Sweets

Joinus at the library for
an engaging discussion of
Patricia Engle’s short sto-
ry, “The Book of Saints.”
Wednesday, Feb. 21, 10
a.m. Adults. Copies of the

reading available at the
Circulation Desk.

Trivia Night at the
Library Fundraiser

Gather a team and join
us at your favorite li-
brary in the Valley to
help FRIENDS OF THE
LIBRARY raise funds to
support library programs
and services! Advanced
registration is required.
Teams of 4-6 players. $10
perperson. Pay atthe door.
Friday, Feb. 23,7 p.m. For
more details stop by the
library or call: 815-645-
8611.

Genealogy Basics:

Military and Veterans’
Records

Learn to use Ancestry
Library Edition to explore
records related to military
service, how to use them
toreconstructanancestor’s
service experiences and
then place them within a
wider historical context.
We’ll also cover how to
request service records
from the government.
Monday, Feb. 26, 6 p.m.
Adults only. Registration
required: 815-645-8611.

Toddler Time: Scav-
enger Hunt

Indulge yourlittle one’s

curiosity with a hands-on
event just for them! This
month little ones will get
to search high and low in
a fun spring-time scav-
enger hunt. All materials
supplied. Friday, March
1, 10 a.m. Ages 1-4. Reg-
istration required: 815-
645-8611.
Puzzle-Palooza
Because...we just fit.
At our inaugural Puz-
zle-Palooza, teams of 2-4
will face off to see who
can assemble the same
500-piece jigsaw puzzle
in 90 minutes! Members
of the winning team will

take home dinner and
dessert (a Casey’s pizza
and cookies!). Saturday,
March 2, 2 p.m. Space is
limited. Register yourteam
early by calling the library
at 815-645-8611.

Flappers and Fedoras

The joint will be jump-
in’! Join us as we visit the
Roaring 20s with Nostal-
gia Entertainment. Listen
to the music of the Jazz
Age and hear fascinating
stories about Al Capone, F.
Scott Fitzgerald and 1920s
Chicago. Thursday, March
21, 6:30 p.m. Registration
required.

Bring your favorite little
one to share in stories and
a craft about love. This
program is a great way
to introduce children to
new books and the joy of

reading together.
Community Room
Looking for a place
to hold your event? Our
community room (with a
smallkitchenette) is avail-

able for meetings, parties,
showers, family reunions,
and more. Please call the
library at (815)938-2624
for additional informa-
tion.

Soft Plastic Recycling
We are collecting film-
type plastic for recycling.
This includes plastic bags,
zipper type baggies (with
the zip portion removed),

Weekly Brain Busters

cereal/snack bags, bubble
wrap, and other soft plas-
tic. Please make sure bags
are free from debris and
remove all paper/sticker
labels. Thank you!

START WITH AN
MAGIC MAZE @ “ST” TO MAKE A

ing Crossword
ACROSS 1 ]2 |3 4 |5 |6 |7 8 |9 |10 |11
1 "Kapow!"
4 Reactin hor- |['2 13
ror 15 16
8 Pitcher Nolan
12 Flamenco 18 19
cheer
13 Genesis
shepherd
14 Spanish
greeting
15 Squealer
16 Drive- -- win-
dow
17 "-- the pic-
ture!" 42
18 2014 biopic 75 15 v,
about actress
Kelly 48 49 50
21 Rowing tool
22 Expert 51 52 53
23 Japanese
verse Jamaica 6 Lowly worker 29 Approves
26 Glutton 47 Hollywood's 7 Fruit-filled 31 Math state-
27 Ultramod- Thurman dessert ment
ernist 48 Country sing- 8 Horned beast 32 Sub shop
30 Rhine feeder er Jackson 9 Meditative 34 "My word!"
31 Golf prop 49 Gaelic practice 35 Waist-
32 Basketball 50 Fuel stat 10 Mr. Guinness cinching gar-
tactic 51 Partner 11 Post-WWII ment
33 Tibetan beast 52 Bump into alliance 36 Tea biscuit
34 4, on a phone 53 Sound from a 19 Pepsi rival 37 Unfettered
35 Dollar divi- hot wok 20 URL ending 38 Baby carriage
sions 23 Stable diet? 39 "Damn
36 Observe DOWN 24 Small battery Yankees" role
37 Texter's 1 McEnroe's 25 Annoy 40 Latin 101
chuckle rival 26 JFK Library word
38 Where some- 2 Winged architect 41 Blaze
thing is creat- 3 Transcending 27 Convent resi- 42 Periodontist's
ed (Pref.) dent concern
45 QB Tony 4 Fancy cake 28 Tolkien crea- 43 Rapscallions
46 Ocho --, 5 Loathe ture 44 Kvetches
© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

2 3 5
3 4 69
6 1 8
9 1|5 8
6 1 7
4 3 2
3 7 4
8 9 3
7 5|2 1

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢

€ Moderate @ @ Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

HOCUS -FOCUS

NEW WORD
NBYUROKHSDAXUGQ QN
KHEBYVSPRIETTUM J
HEBYVTOQO|A[LHI GDB
YWTRPMKI|T|[FDSPMU
BYWUSQGN|I|[HCRAO S
MK 1 F DB Z N|F[SYAR SM
XWUSQOTI S|I|[TTCHED A
NLJHFADTC|E[LANGYE
WVTSRQPNBGLGNUR
LKIHFECBZLAOART
YWVUSRQPIYAWRTIA

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
Unlisted clue hint: Falling Condensed Moisture

Ages Ashes Ratified
Airway lliness Rays
Arching Itched Reams
Art Ranger Rolling

Rung
Umps
Utter

©2024 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved.

BY
HENRY BOLTINOFF
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OREGON PUBLIC LIBRARY

Illinois Storm Chas-
er’s Severe Weather 101

Monday, March 4" at
6:00pm. Join us as we
take a dive into the basics
of severe weather. Topics
include: storm chasing,
local climatology, past
tornadic events, severe
weather safety and pre-
paredness and a Q&A.
Nick Bartholomew is a
veteran storm chaser who
has traveled all across the
country chasing down
mother nature’s worst
weather. Nick is also
owner of Severe Weather
Information LLC. which
is focused on providing
entertaining and informa-
tive weather programs for
all ages across the country.
Nick has been featured
in numerous local and
national news stories and
his chasing content has
been featured on many
national news and weath-
er outlets. Registration
required, www.oregon-
publiclibrary.com or call
(815) 732-2724.

Winter Blues Bundle

Ending February 15%.
Not sure what to read, do,
or need something to keep
you busy during these cold
winter months? Winter
Blues Bundle! Each bun-
dlewill have ahand-picked
book, magazine, DVD and
some fun activities. Com-
plete the registration form
online at www.oregon-
publiclibrary.com or stop
in the library to complete
one. Oregon Library pa-
trons only.

MT. MORRIS SENIOR & COMMUNITY CENTER

The following events
are happening at the Mt.
Morris Senior & Commu-
nity Center!

Levinson

Monday, February 12
come talk with author Len
Levinson. Len has written

Find A Character
Ticket!

What is a Character
Ticket? A character Ticket
represents an image of a
character from that specif-
icbook. Character Tickets
will be hidden in various
books in the children/
youth book collection.
Afteryoucheck outabook
and find a character ticket
inthe book, youmay adopt
thatcharacter doll and take
it home. Open to Oregon
Public Library cardholders
only. May adoptonly once.

Knit & Crochet is
BACK!

Mondays at 1:00pm.
This group will meet ev-
ery Monday at lpm and
is open to anyone. From
beginner to expert, all
skill level are welcome
to join. Bring any hand
craft and work on it while
socializing. Need help
getting started with your
knitting project, stop in on
a Monday. Registration is
requested, visit www.ore-
gonpubliclibrary.com or
call (815) 732-2724.

Story Time

(18 months-6 yrs.)
Mondays, 10 am. Story
Time is on Mondays at 10
am with stories, activities,
and fun! Go online or call
to register

Ink with A Friend
Monthly Card Club

Monday, February
19" at 6:00pm. Sending
personal cards to your
friends and family is a
way to let them know
you care and are thinking

many novels and has led
a very interesting life.
Come with questions at
11:00 am and he will be
happy to answer them.

Tea for You!

We hope you can join
uson February 12"at6:00

about them. All designs
include beautiful col-
ored cardstock, gorgeous
designer series paper,
detailed stamped images,
die cut pieces, matching
ink, ribbon, and embel-
lishments. All cards come
with matching envelopes.
Whetheryou’reanew card
maker or a seasoned pro,
our kits are suited to every
skill level. Don’t wait!
Sign up today to reserve
your spot. Oregon Patrons
only. Registrationrequired
(815) 732-2724 or www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com
Try It Tuesday
Tuesday, February 20th
at 1:30pm or 5:30pm
(Choose your time slot).
St. Patrick’s Day Door
Hanger — Each patron will
makea festive St. Patrick’s
Day custom door hanger.
Oregon Patrons Only.
All supplies are provid-
ed. Registration required,
(815) 732-2724 or www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com.
Illinois Library Pres-
ents
Tuesday, February
20% at 7:00pm-RO-
MANCE & REGEN-
CY WITH BRIDGER-
TON'’S Julia Quinn. Julia
Quinn has written close
to 40 novels including her
popular series about the
Bridgerton family which
premiered on Netflix in
2020. Her newest nov-
el, Queen Charlotte, is
co-written with television
pioneer Shonda Rhimes.
It’sapowerful and roman-
tic novel of Bridgerton’s

Queen Charlotte and King
George III’s great love
story and how it sparked
a societal shift. Quinn
loves to dispel the myth
that smart women don’t
read (or write) romance,
and if you watch reruns
of the game show The
Weakest Link you might
just catch her winning the
$79,000 jackpot. Quinn
has been inducted into
the Romance Writers of
AmericaHall of Fame and
was recently named the
national ambassador for
EveryLibrary, an organi-
zation that helps libraries
fight censorship. Quinn’s
novels have been translat-
ed into 41 languages and
have appeared on The New
York Times bestseller list
19 times. Julia Quinn will
be joined in conversation
with Sarah MacLean, best-
selling historical romance
author and romance col-
umnist for The New York
Times, The Washington
Post, and Bustle. MacLean
is also the co-host of the
weekly romance podcast
Fated Mates. In addition
to her novels, she is a
leading advocate for the
romance genre, speaking
widely on its place as a
feminist textand a cultural
bellwether. Registration
required, visit https://bit.
ly/ILP_JuliaQuinn
Illinois Libraries Pres-
ent is funded in part by
a grant awarded by the
Illinois State Library, a
department of the Office
of Secretary of State, us-

ing funds provided by the
U.S. Institute of Museum
and Library Services,
under the provisions of
the Library Services and
Technology Act (LSTA).
[llinois Libraries Present
is committed to inclusion
and accessibility.

Book Clubs

The 2WBC meets
Wednesday, February 14
at todiscuss Lovely Bones
by Alice Sebold. Cock-
tails & Crimes will meet
Sunday, February 18 at
2:00pm. Pick up your
book to find out where
and what! The Afternoon
Book Clubmeets Wednes-
day, February 21 at 1 pm
to discuss The Flight Girls
by Noelle Salazar. Books
on Tap Book Club meets
Thursday, February 22
at 6 pm at Cork & Tap
to discuss Wrong Place,
Wrong Time by Gillian
McAllister. Is This Just
Fantasy? Book Club will
meet Tuesday, February
27at 6 pm at the Library
to discuss Discount Ar-
mageddon by Seanan
McGuire.

Yoga

Wednesdays, 9:30
am Functional Yin-Yasa
- This class is a hybrid of
yang (active yoga) with
yin (passive yoga). We
willuse fundamental yoga
postures combined with
functional movements
to build strength and
warmth followed by pas-
sive, long held poses to
help with flexibility and
mobility of the joints and

soft tissues. A yoga mat
and blocks will be useful
props for this class! All
levels welcome.” Oregon
Library Patrons only. Reg-
istration required, this
class fills quickly. Please
call (815) 732-2724 or
visit www.oregonpubli-

clibrary.com.

Oregon Writers
Group

Meets the 2nd Tuesday

of the month at 10:00am.
The OWG is a gathering
of writers or writer-wan-
nabes who meet to support
each other and further
their own writing. The
purpose of the group is to
help and encourage you
in your writing. If you
need brainstorming ideas,
we can help suggest ideas
or aid with the creative
process.

Passport Services

The Oregon Public
Library offers Passport
Application Processing.
Patrons seeking Passport
Services should call the
Library prior to their visit
to ensure that an official
processor is available at
that time and for a check-
list of items, you will need
for the appointment.

OPLD Dial-A-Sto-
ry & Oregon Public
Library StoryWalk @
Oregon Park West

Call 815-732-2724,
follow the prompts and
presto...a story! Current
story-Every Dreaming
Creature by Brendan Wen-
zel. At the StoryWalk is
The Mitten by Jan Brett.

pm for tea and fun. We
will make our own soy
candles, talk about the
language of flowers, and
enjoy a delicious three
course dinner. The cost
is only $15 but we will
be limiting this tea to 40

people. Call Melissa at
815-734-6335 to pur-
chase your tickets today.

Trivia & Tacos!

Join us at the Mt. Mor-
ris Senior & Community
Center for a fun night of
tacos and trivia! For just

$2.00 per taco and $2.00
for the trivia, we hope
to see you on Thursday,
February 15%.

Crafts

Friday, February 16%
at 11:00 am in the Coffee
Shop at the Center, join

us for a fun craft with
Heather.

Virtual trip

Be sure to sign up for
our next virtual trip. On
February 27" we will take
a trip to Italy and enjoy a
tasty Italian treat.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

The Polo High School varsity girls basketball team presented its Player of the Game Award after three of its recent games in January. Carlee Grobe received the honor
after Polo’s 42-30 loss to Amboy on Jan. 17, scoring 11 points and grabbing three rebounds with one assist. Cam Jones took home the award after scoring 18 points
with six assists, six steals and three rebounds in Polo’s 45-28 win over Dakota on Jan. 20. Jones brought home the award again after totaling 15 points, three rebounds,
three assists and three steals in Polo’s 58-40 loss to Ashton-Franklin Center on Jan. 26.
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(COURTESY PHOTO)

SVHS chess
team takes
second at NICL
Tournament

Congratulations to the
Stillman Valley High
School varsity chess

team on placing second

in the Northern lllinois
Chess League
Tournament. The
Stillman Valley High
School JV chess team
earned first place in the
event.
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Community Unity

Youth programs, schools

and non-profit groups look

to our businesses first when
fundraising. These community-
minded businesses donate faithfully
to local youth sports programs,
community clubs, nonprofit groups
and churches — just to name a few.
Shouldn’t we look to those same
businesses first when we need goods
and services? Of course we should!

High rate of return. For every
$100 spent in independently
owned stores, $68 returns to the
community through payroll, taxes
and other expenditures. Online orders
return absolutely nothing to Ogle
County, IL.

Seeking health care in your
hometown brings the comforts
of receiving qualified care from
people you know and trust.
Whether it be a trip to the dentist,
regular health care screenings, a visit
to a specialist or an emergency, you
need not travel. It’s all right here.

Banking with people who
know you is a luxury found
only in hometowns. You don't
have to show your ID every time
you go in. You can get a loan from
people who know you and understand
your needs, whether it be money for
your first car or to help your business
grow. Local banks believe in the value
of community members helping one
another.

No one wants to have to make
an insurance claim, but it’s
painless when your agent is
your neighbor. You don’t have
to convince them that there was a halil
storm, or that the wind nearly took your
roof off. They know because they live

9 Biggest
Benefits
Of Shopping
Ogle County
First

here. Which do you want when you’ve
had a bad day: A face-to-face meeting
with your local agent, or a machine
answering the phone at that big
national insurer that advertises on TV?

Time Is money. It's simple math
(especially when you figure in
gas mileage.) Shopping locally
can actually save you both time
and money!

Customer service after

the sale is invaluable.

Local retailers not only take
responsibility for the product
they sold, they will often fix it or replace
it — no questions asked. Appliances,
furniture, computers and electronics
sometimes have glitches. Would you
rather box yours up, send it to who
knows where, and wait six to eight
weeks, or just go back to the nice guy
that helped you when you bought it?

Keeping it local encourages
community growth. By
choosing to do business locally,
you help maintain Rochelle’s
diversity, charm and appeal; which
attracts new community members.

One word: Jobs. When you

do business of any kind in Ogle

County, it creates and maintains
jobs for others in our area .

A healthy employment rate is the

cornerstone of all economies.

How can you help the economy

recover? Start at home.

OcGLE CoUNTY
LIFE

Rock VALLEY SHOPPER
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LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS,
CIRCUIT COURT,
OGLE COUNTY
Request of Allison Re-

nee Stahler Hickerson
Case No. 2024MR1
Filed January 19, 2024
There will be a court
date on my Request to
change my name from
Allison Renee Stahler
Hickerson to the new
name of Allison Renee
Stahler

The court date will be
held on March 30, 2024
at 9:00 am. at 106
5th St., Oregon, Ogle
County, in Courtroom
#304.

No. 0130

(Jan. 29, Feb. 5 and 12,
2024)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby
given that on January
22, 2024, a certificate
was filed in the Ogle
County Clerk’s Office
setting forth the names
and post office address
of all of the persons
owning, conducting and
transacting the busi-
ness known as:

Medic House Roasters
405 E. Center Street
Mt. Morris, IL 61054
Dated January 22, 2024
Laura J. Cook, Ogle
County Clerk

No. 0131

(Jan. 29, Feb. 5 and
Feb. 12, 2024)

NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT

COURT OF THE 15th
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OGLE COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF:
LARRY A. WRIGHT,
deceased.
NO. 2024-PR-2

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE IS GIVEN of
the death of LARRY A.
WRIGHT of Oregon,
lllinois. Letters of office
were issued on Janu-
ary 18, 2024, to Janice
S. Wright of Oregon,
lllinois, whose attorney
is Attorney David A.
Smith, of Smith, Birk-
holz & Morrow, P.C.
at 129 South Fourth
Street, P. O. Box 10,
Oregon, lllinois, 61061-
0010.
CLAIMS against the es-
tate may be filed in the
office of the Clerk of the
Court at Ogle County
Judicial Center, 106
South 5th Street, Ore-
gon, lllinois, 61061, or
with the representative,
or both, within 6 months
from the first publication
of this Notice, or with-
in three months from
the date of mailing or
delivery of Notice to
creditors, if mailing or
delivery is required by
Section 18-3 of the llli-
nois Probate Act, 197 5,
as amended, whichever
date is later. Any claim
not filed within that peri-
od is barred.
Copies of claims filed
with the Clerk must be
mailed or delivered to
the estate legal rep-
resentative and to the
attorney within 10 days
after the claim has been
filed.
Janice S. Wright Admin-
istrator
No. 0132
(Jan. 29, Feb. 5 and 12,
2024)

NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT

COURT OF THE
FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT OF OGLE
COUNTY, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
WILLIAM J. HOYLE,
Deceased
2024 PR4

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to credi-
tors of the death of Wil-
liam J. Hoyle of 2300
Union Road, Polo, IL
61064. Letters of Ad-
ministration were is-
sued to John Hoyle, of
Dixon, lllinois, as Inde-
pendent Administrator,
whose attorney of re-
cord is Emily R. Vivian,
Ehrmann Gehlbach

Badger & Considine,
LLC, 114 E. Everett
Street, Suite 300, Dix-
on, lllinois 61021.

The estate will be ad-
ministered without court
supervision, unless un-
der section 28-4 of the
Probate Act (755 ILCS
5/28-4) any interested
person terminates inde-
pendent administration
at any time by mailing
or delivering a petition
to terminate to the clerk.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the
office of the Clerk of
the Court at the Ogle
County Judicial Cen-
ter, | 06 S. 5th Street,
Suite #300, Oregon,
IL 61061, or with the
representative, or both,
on or before the date
which is six (6) months
after the date of the first
publication of this Claim
Notice, or, if mailing or
delivering of a notice
from the representative
is required by section
18-3 of the Probate Act
of 1975, the date stat-
ed in that notice. Any
claim not filed on or be-
fore that date is barred.
Copies of a claim filed
with the clerk must be
mailed or delivered to
the representative and
to the attorney within |
O days after it has been
filed.

By: John Hoyle, Inde-
pendent Administrator
Emily R. Vivian, ARDC
#6290977

Ehrmann Gehlbach
Badger & Considine,
LLC 114 E. Everett
Street, Suite 300

Dixon, IL 61021

(815) 288-4949

(815) 288-3068 FAX
vivian@egbclaw.com
No. 0201
(Feb. 5,
2024)

12 and 19,

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS,
CIRCUIT COURT,
OGLE COUNTY
Request of Amber Kay
Dach to change names

of minor children

Case Number
2024MR5

Filed Jan. 25, 2024
There will be a court
date on my Request
to change the names
of minor children from
Dylan Luke Meyer to
the new name of Dylan
Luke Dach and Rylie
Sophia Meyer to the
new name of Rylie So-
phia Dach

The court date will be
held on March 20, 2024
at 9:00 am. at 106
5th St., Oregon, Ogle
County, in Courtroom
#304.
No. 0202
(Feb. 5,
2024)

12 and 19,

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE 15TH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF OGLE
PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF

THE ESTATE OF:
)) CASE NO. 2023-
PR-69 CHARLES O.
SCHELL, Deceased ))
CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE is given of the
death of Charles O.
Schell. Letters of Office
as Administrator were
issued on December
21, 2023, to Jackie R.
Hollandsworth, 1427
lllini Dr., Rockford, IL
61107, and the princi-
pal attorney for the es-
tate is Mary J. Gaziano,
One Court Place, Suite
200, Rockford, lllinois,
61101.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed on or
before August 5, 2024,
that date being at least
six (6) months from the
date of first publica-
tion, or within three (3)
months from the date
of mailing or delivery
of Notice to creditors, if
mailing or delivery is re-
quired by Section 5/18-
3 of the lllinois Probate
Act, 1975, as amended,
whichever date is later.
Any claim not filed by
the requisite date stated
above shall be barred.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the
office of the Ogle Coun-
ty Circuit Clerk--Probate
Division at the Ogle

OGLE COUNTY

County Courthouse,
106 S. 5th Street--Suite
300, Oregon, llinois,
or with the estate legal
representative, or both.
When a claim is filed
with the representative
but not with the Court,
the representative may
file the claim with the
Court but has no duty
to do so.

Copies of claims filed
with the Circuit Clerk’s
Office--Probate  Divi-
sion, must be mailed or
delivered to the estate
legal representative
and her attorney within
ten (10) days after said
claim has been filed.
DATED: February 1,
2024

Mary J. Gaziano,
Attorney for the Estate
PREPARED BY:
Attorney Mary J. Gazia-
no - ARDC #6184225
One Court Place, Suite
200

Rockford, lllinois 61101
(815) 962-6800

E-mail: MJGaziano@
aol.com

Attorney for the Estate
No. 0205

(Feb. 5, 12, and 19,
2024)

NOTICE

Byron Township

Regular Monthly

Meeting Schedule

for 2024

All - regular monthly
meetings of the By-
ron Township Board
of Trustees begin at
7:00pm, the second
Thursday of every
month, except for in
April. In April the An-
nual Town Hall Meeting
will be on Tuesday April
9, 2024 at 7:00pm. The
April regular meeting of
the Board of Trustees
will be 10 minutes af-
ter the adjournment of
the Annual Town Hall
Meeting. To follow are
the dates of the regular
monthly meetings of the
Byron Township Board
of Trustees in calendar
year 2024 and the first
one in January 2025.
January 11, 2024 - Reg-

ular Meeting

February 8, 2024 - Reg-
ular Meeting

March 14, 2024 - Regu-
lar Meeting

April 9, 2024 - Annual
Town Meeting followed
by Regular Meeting
May 9, 2024 - Regular
Meeting

June 13, 2024 - Regular
Meeting

July 11, 2024 - Regular
Meeting

August 8, 2024 - Regu-
lar Meeting
September 12, 2024
Regular Meeting
October 10, 2024 -
Regular Meeting
November 14, 2024 -
Regular Meeting
December 12, 2024
Regular Meeting
January 9, 2025 - Reg-
ular Meeting

The semi-annual meet-
ings of the Planning
Commission of the By-
ron Township are the
first Tuesday of April
and September.

No. 0206

(Feb. 12, 2024)

NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE
FIFTEENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT OGLE
COUNTY, STATE OF

ILLINOIS
IN RE THE ESTATE
OF: ROSELLA D.

BRASS, Decedent
Case No. 2023 PR 14
CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE: Rosella D.
Brass died on June
3, 2022, a resident of
Oregon, Ogle County,
lllinois. On December
5, 2023, Rosemary
Prewett was appointed
executor of her estate.
Rosemary  Prewett’s
address is 917 High
Point Drive, Rockton, II-
linois 61072. The attor-
ney for Executor, Rose-
mary Prewett is Maas
Legal, LLC, P.O. Box
277, Stillman Valley,
lllinois 61084. Claims
against the estate must
be filed on or before
June 5, 2024. Any claim
not filed by that date will
be barred. Claims may
be filed with the probate
division of the Circuit

Clerk’s Office, Ogle
County Judicial Center,
106 S. 5th Street, Suite
300, Oregon, lllinois
61061; or with Execu-
tor, Rosemary Prewett,
or Maas Legal, LLC, or
with all of them.

Copies of claims filed
with the Probate Clerk’s
Office must be mailed
or delivered to the Ex-
ecutor and her Attorney,
within ten ( 10) days af-
ter the Claim is filed.
Dated: February 2,
2024.

Deborah S. Maas

As Attorney for Execu-
tor, Rosemary Prewett
Maas Legal LLC

P.O. Box 277

Stillman Valley, lllinois
61084 815-7 51-1809
E-mail: efile@
debmaaslegal.com

No. 0207

(Feb. 12, 19 and 26,
2024)

NOTICE
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed proposals for
the project described
below will be received at
the office of City Clerk,
City of Byron, 232 W.
Second Street, Byron,
IL61010 until 11:00
AM on 02/28/24.
Sealed proposals will
be opened and read
publicly at the office
of City Clerk, City of
Byron, 232 W. Sec-
ond Street, Byron, IL
61010 at 11:00 AM on
02/28/2024
DESCRIPTION
WORK
Location: Byron
Project Length:
miles
Proposed
ment:
The contract work con-
sists of a slurry seal ap-
plication at the following
locations in the City of
Byron:

BASE BID

Area Reflective Crack
Control Treatment and
Slurry Seal Application
on the following streets:
- Kingsway Lane from
Mill Road to Southfield
Lane

- Southfield Lane from
Kingsway Lane to Old
Hunter Run

- Kingsway Court from
Kingsway Lane to end
of cul-de-sac

Slurry Seal Application
Only:

- Shadow Wood Drive
from Mill Road to Old
Hunter Run

- Old Hunter Run from
Shadow Wood Drive to
Mill Road

1. Plans and proposal
forms will be available
in the office of:

Fehr Graham, 515
Lincoln Highway, Ro-
chelle, IL 61068 for a
non-refundable fee of
$100.00. Also available
electronically at www.
fehrgraham.com for a
non-refundable fee of
$25.00.

2. X Prequalification

If checked, the 2 ap-
parent as read low bid-
ders must file within 24
hours after the letting
an “Affidavit of Avail-
ability” (Form BC 57)
in triplicate, showing all
uncompleted contracts
awarded to them and all
low bids pending award
for  Federal, State,
County, Municipal and
private work. One orig-
inal shall be filed with
the Awarding Authority
and two originals with
the IDOT District Office.
3. The Awarding Author-
ity reserves the right to
waive technicalities and
to reject any or all pro-
posals as provided in
BLRS Special Provision
for Bidding Require-
ments and Conditions
for Contract Proposals.
4. The following BLR
Forms shall be returned
by the bidder to the
Awarding Authority:

a. Local Public Agency
Formal Contract Pro-
posal (BLR 12200)

b. Schedule of Prices
(BLR 12201)

c. Proposal Bid Bond
(BLR 12230) (if appli-
cable)

d. Apprenticeship or
Training Program Cer-
tification (BLR 12325)
(do not use for project
with ederal funds.)

e. Affidavit of lllinois

OF

1.42

Improve-

OGLE COUNTY

Business Office (BLR
12326) (do not use for
project with Federal
funds)

5. The quantities ap-
pearing in the bid
schedule are approxi-
mate and are prepared
for the comparison of
bids. Payment to the
Contractor will be made
only for the actual quan-
tities of work performed
and accepted or materi-
als furnished according
to the contract. “shed
according to the con-
tract. Th

scheduled  quantities
of work to be done
and materials to be
furnished may be in-
creased, decreased or
omitted as hereinafter
provided.

6. Submission of a
bid shall be conclusive
assurance and war-
ranty the bidder has
examined the plans
and understands all re-
quirements for the per-
formance of work. The
bidder will be responsi-
ble for all errors in the
proposal resulting from
failure or neglect to
conduct an in depth ex-
amination. The Award-
ing Authority will, in no
case, be responsible for
any costs, expenses,
losses or changes in
anticipated profits re-
sulting from such failure
or neglect of the bidder.
7. The bidder shall take
no advantage of any
error or omission in the
proposal and adver-
tised contract.

8. If a special enve-
lope is supplied by the
Awarding Authority,
each proposal should
be submitted in that en-
velope furnished by the
Awarding Agency and
the blank spaces on the
envelope shall be filled
in correctly to clearly
indicate its contents.
When sent by mail, the
sealed proposal shall
be addressed to the
Awarding Authority at
the address and in care
of the official in whose
office the bids are to be
received. All proposals
shall be filed prior to
the time and t the place
specified in the Notice
to Bidders. Propos-
als received after the
time specified will be
returned to the bidder
unopened.

9. Permission will be
given to a bidder to
withdraw a proposal if
the bidder makes the
request in writing or in
person before the time
for opening proposals.

No. 0208

(Feb. 12, 2024)

NOTICE
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed proposals for
the project described
below will be received at
the office of City Clerk,
City of Byron, 232 W.
Second Street, Byron,
IL61010 until 11:00
AM on 02/28/24.
Sealed proposals will
be opened and read
publicly at the office
of City Clerk, City of
Byron, 232 W. Sec-
ond Street, Byron, IL
61010 at 11:00 AM on

02/28/2024
DESCRIPTION OF
WORK

Byron, IL  Various

Streets in the City Lim-
its

Project Length:
1.31 miles
Proposed
ment:

The contract work con-
sists of a Hot Mix As-
phalt Overlay of 0.75”
HMA Level Binder
and 1.5” HMA Surface
Course at the following
locations in the City of
Byron:

- bth Street from Min-
eral Street to Union
Street. (1,658 feet)

- 4th Street from Wal-
nut Street to LaFayette
Street. (1,079 feet)

- LaFayette Street from
4th Street to IL Route
72. (1,219 feet)

- Franklin Street from
4th Street to IL Route
72. (1,251 feet)

- River Drive from Lin-
coln Street to Sumner
Street. (703 feet

- Lincoln Street from

Improve-

IL Route 72 to River
Street. (1,029 feet)

1. Plans and proposal
forms will be available
in the office of Fehr Gra-
ham, 515 Lincoln High-
way, Rochelle, IL 61068
for a non-refundable fee
of $100.00. Also avail-
able electronically at
www.fehrgraham.com
for a non-refundable fee
of $25.00.

2. X Prequalification

If checked, the 2 ap-
parent as read low bid-
ders must file within 24
hours after the letting
an “Affidavit of Avail-
ability” (Form BC 57)
in triplicate, showing all
uncompleted contracts
awarded to them and all
low bids pending award
for Federal, State, Coun
y, Municipal and private
work. One original shall
be filed with the Award-
ing Authority and two
originals with the IDOT

District Office.
3. The Awarding Au-
thority reserves the

right to waive techni-
calities and to reject
any or all proposals as
provided in BLRS Spe-
cial Provision for Bid-
ding Requirements and
Conditions for Contract
Proposals.

4. The following BLR
Forms shall be returned
by the bidder to the
Awarding Authority:

a. Local Public Agency
Formal Contract Pro-
posal (BLR 12200)

b. Schedule of Prices
(BLR 12201)

c. Proposal Bid Bond
(BLR 12230) if applica-
ble)

d. Apprenticeship or
Training Program Cer-
tification (BLR 12325)
(do not use for project
with ederal funds.)

e. Affidavit of lllinois
Business Office (BLR
12326) (do not use for
project with Federal
funds)

5. The quantities ap-
pearing in the bid
schedule are approxi-
mate and are prepared
for the comparison
of bids. Payment to
the Contractor will be
made only for the actual
quantities of work per-
formed and accepted
or materials furnished
according to the con-
tract. The scheduled
quantities of work to be
done and materials to
be furnished may be in-
creased, decreased or
omitted as hereinafter
provided.

6. Submission of a
bid shall be conclusive
assurance and war-
ranty the bidder has
examined the plans
and understands all re-
quirements for the per-
formance of work. The
bidder will be responsi-
ble for all errors in the
proposal resulting from
failure or neglect to
conduct an in depth ex-
amination. The Award-
ing Authority will, in no
case, be responsible for
any costs, expenses,
losses or changes in
anticipated profits re-
sulting from such failure
or neglect of the bidder.
7. The bidder shall take
no advantage of any
error or omission in the
proposal and adver-

e OGLE

tised contract.

8. If a special enve-
lope is supplied by the
Awarding Authority,
each proposal should
be submitted in that en-
velope furnished by the
Awarding Agency and
the blank spaces on the
envelope shall be filled
in correctly to clearly
indicate its contents.
When an envelope
other than the special
one furnished by the
Awarding Authority is
used, it shall be marked
to clearly indicate its
contents. When sent by
mail, the sealed propos-
al shall be addressed to
the Awarding Authority
at the address and in
care of the official in
whose office the bids
are to be received. All
proposals shall be filed
prior to the time and t
the place specified in
the Notice to Bidders.
Proposals received af-
ter the time specified
will be returned to the
bidder unopened.

9. Permission will be
given to a bidder to
withdraw a proposal if
the bidder makes the
request in writing or in
person before the time
for opening proposals.
No. 0209

(Feb. 12, 2024)

NOTICE

BID SOLICITATION
FROM:
1.01 The Owner (here-
inafter referred to as
Owner):
Byron Forest Preserve
District
7993 North River Road
Byron, IL61010
1.02 And the Engineer
(hereinafter referred to
as Engineer):
Fehr Graham
515 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL 61068
1.03 TO: POTENTIAL
BIDDERS
A. Sealed bids for the
construction of Jarrett
Center Building Land-
scaping Improvements
- REBID will be re-
ceived by the OWNER
at the address indicated
above until 10:00 a.m.,
Friday, February 23,
2024 for the above ref-
erenced project.
B. Project Description /
Location: Jarrett Center
Building, 7993 North
River Road Byron IL
61010.
C. This project is being
financed entirely with
local funds.
D. There will be no
pre-bid meeting for this
project.
E. Bid documents may
be obtained from the
Engineer’s  company
website at www.feh-
rgraham.com. Upon
accessing the website,
Bidders will see a link
titled, “Obtain Bidding
Documents”.  Clicking
this link will take Bidders
directly to the Quest
Network Service, and
will display all projects
available for bid through
Fehr Graham. On this
page, project ads will
be listed in the left-hand
column with project
numbers assigned by
Quest displayed. Po-
tential Bidder can enter
the Quest project num-
ber 8968606 in the field

COUNTY

provided to view the full
ad for the Jarrett Center
Building Landscaping
Improvements - REBID
, and download a com-
plete set of bidding doc-
uments from this page
for a non-refundable
fee of $25.00. Please
contact QuestCDN.
com at (952) 233-1632
or info@questcdn.com
for assistance in free
membership  registra-
tion, downloading, and
working with this digi-
tal project information.
Hard copies of the bid
documents may also be
obtained and examined
from the office of the
Engineer at 515 Lincoln
Highway Rochelle, IL
61068 upon receipt of
cash or check in the
amount of $100 for one
set (non-refundable).

F. Documents may be
viewed at the Office of
the Engineer at Fehr
Graham, 515 Lincoln
Highway, Rochelle, IL
61068 .

G. All bids must be ac-
companied by a bank
check, cashier’s check,
certified check, or bid
bond payable to Owner
for five percent (5%) of
the total amount of bid.
AUTHORIZATION

By: Todd Tucker

Title: Executive Director
Date: 6 Feb., 2024

No. 0210

(February 12, 2024)

PUBLIC NOTICE

IN THE STATE OF

ILLINOIS, CIRCUIT

COURT, OGLE
COUNTY

Request of Misael Isaac
Guerrero
Case Number 2024MR6
Filed 7 February 2024
There will be a court
date on my Request to
change my name from
Misael Isaac Guerrero
to the new name of Mis-
ael Isaac Argomaniz.
The court date will be
held on 3 March 2024 at
9:00a.m. at 106 5th St.,
Oregon, Ogle County,
in Courtroom #304.
No. 0212
(Feb. 12, 19, and 26,

AT
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101
LEGAL NOTICE

This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate  all  ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate  all  ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.”

113
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies that do
business by phone can’t
ask you to pay for credit
before you get it. For
more information, call
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from  your
hometown  newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

119
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate  all  ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.”

127
SERVICES AND
REPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn
Care and Tree Work.
Mowing, bushes, spring
clean up, weeding
and much more. Call
Jeremy Furman 815-
761-9619. Please leave
a message will return
call ASAP. Fully insured,
in business since 1999.
Servicing Rochelle and
surrounding areas.

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless
licensed or holding a
permit as a childcare
facility, =~ may  cause
to be published any
advertisement  soliciting
a child care service. A
childcare facility that is
licensed or operating
under a permit issued by
the lllinois Department
of Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed or

issued a permit. Your
Hometown Newspaper
strongly urges any parent
or guardian to verify the
validity of the license of
any facility before placing
a child in its care.

203

HELP WANTED

Class-A CDL
Drivers Wanted
$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to
$33/per hour
Local Trucking
Company seeking

full time,
year- round driver to
haul grain.

815-938-3644
Please

leave message.
09052022

301
ANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY:
Vintage Metal and Wood
Signs, Milk Bottles &
Local Advertising, Oak
Icebox, Iron Door Stop
and Antique Lighting...
Call Dick Harms at
815-562-2928 or emalil
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: |
pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it’s antique,
I’'m interested in looking!
Call 815-562-2928
or email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper
-$3 per Bundle. End
Roll- Cost Depends on
Weight of Roll. Available
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON
ONLY) Rochelle News
Leader.

SPLIT Firewood For
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised herein is
subject to the Federal
Fair ~ Housing  Act,
which makes it illegal
to advertise any
preference, limitation
or discrimination based
on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or  national
origin, or intention
to make any such
preferences, limitation
or discrimination. We
will  not  knowingly
accept any advertising
for real estate which is
in violation of the law.
All persons are hereby

A&T Auction Services, LLC
Travis Cunningham
(815) 297-4595
Located in Forreston, IL

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds
815-946-4120

Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.
Auctions — Real Estate
Appraisals
Online Auctions
Now Available
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436
Hacksauction.com

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad

OGLE COUNTY

OGLE COUNTY

e OGLE COUNTY

informed that dwellings
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advertised are available 5 11
on an equal opportunity STORAGE UNITS
basis.

(RS250000
EP(?\}KTMENTS FOR K&P SELF
RENT STORAGE

1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(next to D&W Garage)

§15-247-8518

Studio Apt
in Byron.
$430+deposit.

Call
815-985-7136

Storage Unit Sizes:
X100 100x10

¢ 10’1(.15’11’0'X22’.10'X3?’g
Recycle Qj &

el e e el e e el el w e e e

OREGON/MT. MORRIS
Newer 1,2 & 3 BR APTS.
Water, sewer, garbage inc
w/most units. HOUSES
some w/garages, all in like
new condition
Starting at $425/mo.
815-734-4348
815-590-2302

103
AUCTIONS

Mike & Pat Mulvain Formerly
Mulvain Woodworks ‘Online Auction’
hacksauction.hibid.com
BIDDING OPENS: FRI., FEB. 16TH @ 8 A.M.
AUCTION PREVIEW: FRI., FEB. 16TH 10 A.M. - 2 P.M.
14578 Center Rd., Durand, IL 61024

Mike & Pat Mulvain have Operated a Custom
Woodwork, Lumber & Sawmill Business for 30
Years. Retiring, Will Sell: Wood-Mizer Super Hy-
draulic 35HP Sawmill; Oliver Strait-O-Plane 36” DS
Planer; Diehl SL2 Straight Line Rip Saw; Power Tools;
Support Equipment & Kiln Related; Hardware; Cus-
tom Doors & Hardware; One-of-a-Kind Tables-Furni-
ture-Displays; Quality Rough Sawn-Kiln Dried Lum-
ber-Large Selection-Several Thousand Board Feet of
Cherry-Oak-Walnut-Pine-Maple-Sycamore & Other
Examples; Great Selection of Slab Lumber-Unique;
Shop Tools & Equipment; Work Benches; Pallet Rack;
Chain Saws; Furniture; Sportsman; Deer Antlers &
Mounts; Antiques & Farm Primitives.

Hack’s Auction & Realty Service

Greg & Swan Hachmeister, Auctioneers
Pecatonica, IL 815-239-1436
www.hacksauction.com
I.A.F.L. #44000128

161.87 Acres in Ogle County

Sat. April 6th at 10:00 AM

Live Auction held at Bertolet Building
103 W. 2nd St., Leaf River, IL

Total of 161.87 Acres MOL offered in 1 Tract.
Currently 110 Acres in row crop (119.5 PI)
with good productivity. Balance acres are

Recreational/Hunting and Building Site.
SELLER: JAMES LEE STUKENBERG TRUST
LOCATION OF PROPERTY: 4207 TOWNLINE RD.,
LEAF RIVER, IL 61047
+ Spring 2024 Possession
+ Hard road frontage
Attorney for Estate: Laird Lambert

Note: This property is an unusual opportunity to add to
your farming operation, as well as advance potential
recreational opportunities. View maps, photos, videos,
sale terms and other at auction website.

Call Rick Garnhart, Auctioneer for complete information.

VAUGtIONS!

02122024

www.proauctionslic.com

RICK GARNHART, AUCTIONEER
German Valley, IL 61039
815-238-3044

IL Lic: 440000901 WI Lic: 2844-52

Byron School District
Job Opportunities

e Bys Monitor

¢ Elementary Lunchroom
Supervisor

e 2nd Shift Custodian

Please apply online at
www.byron226.org

Click the ‘About Us' tab
Select “Employment
Opportunities’

To see posting/

01292024

P

Byron CUSD #226 |

Job Posting

IT SPECIALIST

Additional information and
application process

Found at
www.byron226.org

“About Us” Tab

Employment Opportunities —
Technology Category

307

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEW MILFORD
REFRIGERATION

NEW, USED
SCRATCH & DENT
¢ Refrigerators * Freezers
e Washers/Dryers ¢ Stoves

We also carry a
large selection
of refurbished
appliances with a
warranty. —_

6331 11th Street, Rockford

815-262-3900.......

Sell, Trade or Rent
through the

*

An Advertising
Proverb

When Mark Twain was
editing a newspaper in
Missouri, one of his
subscribers wrote in, saying
that he had found a spider in
his newspaper and wondered
whether it was a sign of good
or bad luck. Twain’s
response: “Finding a spider
is neither good luck nor bad.
The spider was merely
looking over our newspaper
to see which merchant was
not advertising, so that he
could go to that store, spin

Reach an engaged and affluent local audience
when you promote your business here. This is a b
~ neighborhood-by-neighborhood guide to local B
shopping, dining, events and more, making it
i a highly effective place for your business to
- advertise directly to the consumer. o

s .
- ]
D=y

P "

To learn more about
advertising, contact one of our
helpful ad consultants today.
815-562-4171

CLASSIFIEDS

Remmer Schuetz
Auction Service
Case Tractor Collector
5936 S. Watertown Rd.
Ashton, IL
847-878-1491
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A “.‘““g‘ For Free Help
- PY€ ™ The Lost Lake utili or
L th“\\e e Lost Lake Utility .
OSt Lake e b : Information
UTILITY DISTRICT District is hiring a part-time Call
employee to perform: Ean.
+ Water Tower readings testing 815-562-8890
« Wastewater Treatment Plant readings and testing 24 Hours
+ Meter Readings
+ Monthly, drive water samples to testing facility in Peru, IL using LLUD
provided truck Al C(I“S A.I‘e
Confidential.
Requirements
* Must hold a valid driver's license with a good driving record Support,
+ Must be able to use a computer for recording and sending reports to proper AdVO((le, Referm|
entities :
+ Some electrical and/or plumbing knowledge preferred Serwces,
« Learn how to do JULIE Locates for water and sewer lines Shelter for victims
+ Learn how to read schematics of water and sewer line locations Of domestic
+ Learn how to do water shut-offs and water turn-ons . .
+ Atention to detal a must violence and their
+ Willing to learn new tasks and expand knowledge of water and wastewater (hi|drer|.
+ Ability to work with various contractors as needed such as during sludge HOPE
removal done on every even numbered month of Ogle County
« Various maintenance such as snow removal, mowing, painting as needed
and other routine maintenance as needed
Job
15 Hours per Week (3 hours daily to do required daily readings and testing).
Hourly wages to be discussed at interview. P.O. Box 131
Rochelle, IL 61068
Send resume to: LLUD2007@outlook.com by February 16, 2024 public Service
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WINTER SURVIVAL

How to prepare your car for winter

UMMER and fall

S can stake their

claim as road trip
season, and even devoted
drivers may admit that
winter is generally a less
desirable time to take to
the open road. The ele-
ments factor heavily into
that reputation, as fewer
hours of daylight, snow
andiceare justsome of the
variables that can make it
less enjoyable, and poten-
tially more dangerous, to
drive in winter.

In anticipation of ad-
verse driving conditions,
vehicle owners can take
various steps to prepare
their cars and trucks for
winter.

» Upgrade your wiper
blades. Perhaps nothing
is compromised more than
visibility when driving in
winter compared to other
times of year. Snow makes
ithardto see when driving,
but fewer hours of daylight
also can affect visibility.
In fact, the Insurance In-
stitute for Highway Safety
reports that approximately
half of all fatal crashes
occur between 6 p.m. and
6 a.m., even though the
number of drivers on the
road during those hours is

considerably lower than
it is during the daytime.
The difficulty of driving
at night is even more sig-
nificant when wiperblades
are not up to the task of
keeping rain and snow
off drivers’ windshields.
Prior to winter, inspect
wiper blades and upgrade
them, ifnecessary. Streaks
left on a windshield are a
telltale sign that blades
need to be replaced.

* Purchase winter tires.
Winter tires may not be
necessary in regions with
relatively mild winters.
However, drivers accus-
tomed to winters marked
by heavy snowfall and/or
icy roads should consider
replacing their existing
tires with winter tires.
Many newer vehicles
are now equipped with
all-season tires, which the
tire experts at Bridgestone
note provide great per-
formance but are not de-
signed to handle extreme
winter conditions like
snow and ice. Winter tires
are specially designed to
handle such conditions,
making them a worthy in-
vestment for drivers who
live in regions where it’s
not unusual to encounter

snow and ice throughout
the winter.

e Study up on your
engine oil. Some vehicle
manufacturers recom-
mend different grades of
oil depending on the range
of temperatures a car or
truck will be driven in.
The owner’s manual will
likely indicate if the man-

ufacturer recommends
using a different type of
engine oil in especially
cold temperatures. Even
if the manual does not
include such asuggestion,
drivers canseek theadvice
of a local mechanic.

* Schedule a pre-winter
tuneup. Even if a vehicle
is not due for a tuneup,

it can be wise to have it
looked overby alocal me-
chanic before the arrival
of harsh winter weather.
A mechanic can check the
radiator, hoses and other
components that could be
affected by especially cold
weather in the months to
come. If any issues are
found, address them im-

mediately. After all, it’s
better to be proactive than
leave yourself vulnerable
to breakdowns or other
issues once the mercury
drops.

As fall gives way to
winter, drivers can take
steps to keep their cars
running strong and safe in
the months ahead.

Why it’s important to wash your car

HE first things
to come to mind
when many peo-

ple ponder vehicle mainte-
nance are oil changes and
routine tune-ups. Though
each of those things are
vital components of au-
tomotive maintenance,
it’s important that drivers
recognize the value of a
thorough car wash as well.

Drivers may see a car
wash as a way to make
their car look good, and
that’snotuntrue. An effec-
tive car wash can give a car
alook that mirrors how the
vehicle appeared the mo-
ment it was driven off the
lot. But an effective wash
is more than just cosmetic.
According to Consumer
Reports, a thorough car
wash removes grit and
residue, thus protecting

the car’s paint job and
reducing the likelihood
of corrosion. Though late
model vehicles aren’t as
susceptible to rust, fad-
ing and peeling as cars
made decades ago, they
still need a thorough and
routine wash to remove
dirt, grime and bird drop-
pings that, over time, can
adversely affect the paint
joband, if left unchecked,
eat away at the metal.
Another benefit to rou-
tine car washes is they
can prevent damage re-
lated to seasonal issues.
For example, individuals
who live in regions where
winter snowfall is com-
mon may routinely drive
on roads that have been
salted. Deicing the roads
makes driving safer, but
salt can accumulate on

the undercarriage of the
vehicle and contribute to
corrosion. Winter may not
be a time many drivers
visit the car wash, but
it’s important to do so
after snow has melted
and salt on the roadways
has been washed away
by rain. Most car washes
now offer high-pressure
undercarriage treatments
that can wash off salt and
prevent corrosion and the
formation of rust.

But it’s not just the
exterior of the car that can
benefit fromroutine wash-
ing. When taking their
cars to get washed, many
motorists pay a little extra
to have their vehicle inte-
riors cleaned. Sometimes
referred to as “interior
detailing,” cleaning the
cabin of the car helps to

o

[maintenancelto]
[emergencyjrepairs ,
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- E— )
Mamtenance ,
7

maintain the interior so it
looksnew longer. Routine
interior cleaning also can
remove dust and other
particles that can serve as
irritants ifallowed to build
up over time.

Resale and trade-in
value is another factor to
consider. The automotive
experts at Edmunds note
that the average transac-
tion price for a used vehi-
cle in the second quarter
of 2021 was $25,410,
which marks a 21 percent
increase over the year pri-
or. Much has been made of
the microchip issues that
have compromised auto
manufacturers’ ability
to produce new automo-
biles, and that led many
motorists to the preowned
vehicle market. Dealer-
ships also offered incen-

Snow,days are no problem,with/ Hormel®

Foods. Stock/up & be prepared:for; the

unexpected weather this winter; with

Hormel® Compleats® Microwaveable

Meals, Hormel® Black Label® Bacon &
Hormel® Deli Ham.

SPAGHETTI &
MEAT SAUCE

ready in 60 seconds

S B

, A
Rochelle’Foods®

1001 S. Main Street | Rochelle
815-562-4141{-rochellefoodsjobs.com

tives to drivers willing to
trade in their late model
cars. By taking care of a
vehicle’s interior, drivers
are putting themselves in
position to capitalize on
the increased reliance on
the preowned market. Pro-
spective buyers, whether
they’re private citizens or
dealerships, will see more
value in a vehicle with a
well-maintained interior

than one with a cabin that’s

seen much better days.
Carwashes may beseen
as a purely cosmetic form
of vehicle maintenance.
But the benefits of routine
and thorough car washes
extend far beyond aesthet-
icappeal. inavehicle with
awell-maintained interior
than one with a cabin that’s
seen much better days.
Carwashes may beseen
as a purely cosmetic form
of vehicle maintenance.

Stan’s Performance

FULL SERVICE GARAGE

* Computer Diagnostice
* Brakes ° Tires
* Oil Change * Transmission Care
* Air Conditioning
* Tune Up & Repair

We Do It All - Give Us A Try!

Oh the weather outside gets frightful...
but don't let the winter weather, slips, and falls get you down.

815-734-427¢

10142019

XCEL Orthopedics is here to get you back on your feet!

()CEL

ORTHOPEDICS

Rochelle Community Hospital

Schedule an
appointment:
815-561-2774

Rochelle

900 N 2nd St, Ste 200
Rochelle, IL 61068

More locations to serve your
Orthopedic & Sports Medicine needs!

Sycamore
2760 DeKalb Ave
Sycamore, IL 60178
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Forreston High School hosts Alumni Basketball Game for former Cardinal athletes in January
The Forreston High School boys basketball program held its Alumni Game on Saturday, Jan. 27.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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State Sen. Andrew Chesney honors Byron High School state championship football team Jan. 21

On Jan. 21, State Sen. Andrew Chesney (R-Freeport) stopped by the annual football banquet for the Byron High School football team to deliver honorary recognitions
from the Senate to the athletes and coaches. “l enjoyed following the Tigers’ season during the fall and truly believe these players aren't just the best in the Class 3A
division, | believe this team is one of the best in the history of lllinois,” Chesney said. “To defeat a football powerhouse like Mt. Carmel in a 69-7 IHSA record-setting
win was just remarkable.”

Your Gravely, Ariens, Cub Cadet,
Stihl and Husqvarna Dealership

815-234-7100

% UUITLUUR 121 E. Blackhawk Dr.
| EQUIPMENT Byron, IL

ANNUAL EARLY BIRD SERUVICE SPECIALS

Now until February 29, 2024, we are offering free pick-up/delivery on all mowers for
spring services within 15 miles of our store. Please call today, and schedule your
mower for the early bird service and beat the spring rush.

SPRING SERVICE INCLUDES:

Labor for normal tune-up, lubrication, deck leveling, installation of necessary spring
service parts, sharpening of blades. All parts are an additional fee.

FREE PICK-UP AND DELIVERY* (within 15 miles of our store)
*Free pick-up and delivery is only for mowers having the spring service performed!

PARTS ARE ADDITIONAL

Estimate fee of $40 will be charged if equipment is NOT repaired.
Estimates will be given on any repairs in which parts are estimated to exceed $50.00 on lawnmowers
and $100.00 on tractors and zero-turns.
Major engine repair is not considered to be a normal tune-up. Estimates will be given.

PICK-UP & DELIVERY must be at OUR convenience.

Call today to schedule your pre-season tune up special today!
(815) 234-7100 | www.rockriveroutdoorequipment.com

ALL NEW SNOW BLOWERS ON SALE NOW

02122024




