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His Majesty in the neighborhood
“King,” the beagle, was out for a stroll with his family 
recently on a sunny day.  The monarch thought he would 
go out to look over his realm.

A7

Action sought to solve playground issue

A message from the 
Clinton Journal manager

Clinton Chamber 
annual dinner, 
awards March 2

Ihope you’ve noticed 
the improved 
print quality of 
your hometown 

KATY O’GRADY-PYNE, Manager / Clinton Journal

CLINTON — The 
Clinton Area Chamber 
of Commerce & Tourism 
Bureau’s annual dinner 
and awards banquet will be 
held on Saturday, March 
2, at the Clinton Country 
Club. 

Check-in will start at 5 
p.m., and the evening will 
conclude by 8 p.m. There 
will be a 50/50 drawing, 
silent auction and a 
Blackstone Grill raffl e.  

    See CHAMBER / A2

newspaper. The Clinton 
Journal has been using a 
new printer since the fi rst 
of 2024, and the quality of 
print and photos is much 
improved. 

I’m pretty sure you’ve 
noticed the shorter page 
layout we started this 
month. We think it’s a 
much more reader-friendly 
style.

      See MESSAGE / A3

Foggy morning

A thick blanket of fog that remained well past 
mid-morning greeted drivers on Tuesday.

This truck headed north on Rt. 51
near the Rt. 54 intersection.

Gordon Woods / Journal

Gordon Woods
gwoods@theclintonjournal.com

CLINTON — A group 
of Clinton parents were 
encouraged last August, 
when the school board 
expressed interest in a 
proposal to upgrade the 
district’s playground 
surfaces.  But, now they 
feel the plan was passed by 
in favor of other projects.

The school board voted 
last fall to spend more 
than $2 million to upgrade 
the high school football 
complex. 

Parents of disabled 
students raised the issue 
of the Douglas School 
playground in 2021.  
They met with the IEP 
(Individualized Education 
Program) team at that time.

In 2022, new accessible 
playground equipment was 
installed at Lincoln School, 
but the non-accessible 
surface remained.  Loose, 
ground rubber or wood 
mulch surfaces are typical 
of most playgrounds.

In August 2023, families 
approached the school 
board about addressing 

the need to replace those 
surfaces with materials that 
would allow children with 
disabilities to more easily 
use the playgrounds at the 
schools.

One of the parents, Tyler 
Smith, sent a letter to school 
board members this week 
expressing his frustration.  
He said he felt the proposal 
failed to go any further in 
spite of it being initially 
well-received by school 
board members.

Smith wrote in his letter 
that the cost estimates 
appeared to put the brakes 

on the plan.
“Communication was, 

‘maybe 2025,’ and then 
silence.”

The Clinton Journal 
reported the school district 
received bids of about 
$750,000 to resurface 
the school playgrounds.  
Board president Dan 
Matthews, at that time, 
expressed his surprise the 
number was higher that he 
expected.

Matthews was in the 
process of responding to 
a Journal request Tuesday.  
His comments will appear 
in next week’s edition.

Smith’s son uses a 
reverse walker to get 
around, and uneven 
surfaces are a challenge 
for him, Smith told the 
Journal.  Smith said the 
playground at Clinton 
Elementary School has a 
loose, wood mulch surface 
and was not accessible nor 
ADA compliant.  

 See PLAYGROUND/A3
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NEWS

These changes not only improve the Clinton 
Journal, but they also save us money, which in 
today’s newspaper industry, is vital. 

Newspapers aren’t the instant news of television 
or social media, but we are the permanent 
recorders of local history and the people who 
make that history. We cover community news that 
most likely wouldn’t get covered if we weren’t 
here.

Community newspapers like the Clinton 
Journal, are the only newspapers covering the 
local government and school district. We’re here 
to report on the big issues as well as the small 
ones. We’re the only newspaper covering our high 
school sports teams—in good times or bad. We’re 
the only ones printing your grandchild’s photo at 
a parade or sporting event. We’re the only one 
printing your kids’ and grandkids’ letters to Santa 
Claus every December. 

Here at the Clinton Journal, we do all this with 
a skeleton crew, the norm in the industry today.

Effective February 29, 2024, the Journal staff 
will make another adjustment and lock the door 
to our office on South Monroe Street for the final 
time.

We’ll keep providing DeWitt County with 
a quality community newspaper, but we’ll no 
longer have a public office. Instead, we’re going 
the way of the modern work world and working 
from home. With technology what it is, we will 
be able to continue to provide you with a quality 
weekly newspaper.

Our phone number will remain the same (217-
935-3171) and we’ll be able to take your calls 
during normal business hours. Mail will go to our 
Post Office box (P.O. 615) as it always has, but 
unfortunately, you’ll no longer be able to stop in 
the office to pay your subscription or pick up a 
copy of your weekly hometown news. Of course, 
it will continue to be available at a variety of 
Clinton and Wapella businesses—check out the 
ad in our paper for all our business partners. 

If you are unable to mail or email us and need 
to drop off a subscription payment, anniversary 
announcement, or news item, the Clinton 
Chamber of Commerce at 101 S. Center, Suite 
100, has graciously agreed to accept it for us.

 While we’re saddened to be closing our doors to 
the public, we’re not the first newspaper to make 
this move. Called “ghost” newspaper offices, 
we’re still a part of the community but no longer 
offer a storefront.

You’ll continue to see the Journal staff around 
town covering meetings, events, games, and 
parades but now we’ll be writing and selling from 
home, happy we can continue to provide Clinton 
and DeWitt County with a quality community 
newspaper. 

#supportyourcommunitynewspaper

Message / from A1

File photo / Journal

Meet Luna
Voting has finished at Vespasian Warner Public Library, and the results are in. The library electorate has official 
named the children’s library bearded dragon, Luna.  The library got Luna as a recue pet.  Patrons can stop by when 
they’re on the children’s floor and say “hi” to Luna.

NORMAL — There will be a 
90th birthday celebration for Merle 
Wagner on Saturday, February 17, 
from 12 noon-2  p.m. at College Park 
Christian Church, 116 N Cottage 
Ave, Normal.  

Merle was born on February 21, 
1934, in Texas Township to Irvin 
and Mary Marguerite Wagner.  He 
attended country schools through 
junior high and then graduated from 
Clinton Community High School 
with the class of 1952.  

He immediately left Clinton to join 
the U.S. Navy for four years during 
the Korean War and then returned to 
Clinton in 1956, where he went  to 
work for Revere Copper and Brass in 

1957.  
In 1973, he purchased the Clintonia 

Theater and the Clinton Outdoor 
Theater. A storm damaged the main 
support beam of the Clintonia in 
1988, and he left the business.  Merle 
returned to Revere (Olin FMP) in 
1986 and retired in 1993.  

He is the father of Jeff (deceased), 
Dennis, Julie, and Jill.  He has 
six grandchildren and two great-
granddaughters.  

He invites all of his family and 
friends and former patrons of 
his businesses to this birthday 
celebration.  He requests no gifts, 
only to see everyone. 

Open house for Merle Wagner’s 90th birthday

The annual dinner also is 
a sponsorship opportunity 
for chamber members. 

The entertainment for the 
evening will be comedian 
Jeremy Nunes. Visit the 
Clinton Area Chamber of 
Commerce website for 

more information at www.
clintonilchamber.com. 

There will be an awards 
ceremony, and the winner 
of each category will be 
presented with a plaque. 
Every member of the 
chamber is nominated 

and divided into four 
categories, Small Business 
of the Year, Medium 
Business of the Year, Large 
Business of the Year, and 
Direct Business/Nonprofit 
of the Year). 

Chamber members and 

their guests, as well as 
non-members, are invited 
and welcome to attend.  
Contact the chamber 
office at (217) 935-3364 if 
interested in attending.

Chamber / from page A1
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NEWS 
COLLEGE HONORS

LAW 
ENFORCEMENT

ELMHURST, Ill. — 
Sofi a Calvert, of Heyworth, 
Ill., was among more than 
950 students named to 
Elmhurst University’s Fall 
2023 Dean’s List.

The Dean’s List includes 
students who, during the 
term concerned, attained 
a grade-point average of 
3.75 or higher, out of a 

possible 4.00.
Elmhurst University is 

a four-year institution of 
higher education founded 
in 1871. Elmhurst now 
offers more than 70 
undergraduate programs 
of study, more than 20 
graduate and certifi cate 
programs in fl exible 
formats. 

Sofi a Calvert named to Elmhurst 
University’s Fall 2023 Dean’s List

CLINTON — SkillsUSA 
Week is February 5-9. 

Monday was 
Recognition Day, when 
members, advisors, 
administrators, partners 
and other supporters 
will be recognized and 
honored.

Tuesday was Give-
Back Day, when students 
rally around their school 
community by focusing 
on ways to give back using 
their career-ready skills.

Wednesday was  
Partner Day, when local 

business and industry 
leaders are invited to 
connect with members, 
while highlighting the 
importance of career-
ready skills found in the 
SkillsUSA framework.

Thursday was Advocacy 
Day, amplifying the skilled 
trades in communities 
through local public 
relations activities.

Friday will wrap up the 
week with the celebratory 
SkillsUSA Day, when 
students are asked to wear 
SkillsUSA clothing in 

their schools, post about 
SkillsUSA on social 
media and hold special 
recognition activities.

Also, on Friday night, 
February 9, the high 

school SkillsUSA chapter 
will hold a canned food 
drive at the basketball 
game with a prize of a $25 
Casey’s gift card.

SkillsUSA Week Feb. 5-9 at Clinton High School

Clinton Police 
Department

On 01/29/24 Clinton 
Police arrested Eddie H. 
Harris-Davis 32, Peoria 
for a McLean County 
Warrant. Harris-Davis was 
transported to the DeWitt 
County Jail and released to 
Corrections.

On 01/30/24 Clinton 
Police arrested Nikolas 
K. Summitt 43, Clinton 
for Domestic Battery, 
Aggravated Battery 
to a Peace Offi cer and 
Resisting/Obstructing a 
Peace Offi cer. Summitt 
was transported to the 
DeWitt County Jail and 
released to Corrections.

DeWitt County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce

Jan. 26-Feb. 2

Sheradon Hogan, 31, 
Decatur, was issued a 
Citation for Speeding (78 
mph in a 55 mph zone).  
Hogan was released with 
No Court Appearance 
Required.

Alexs Vega Galdamez, 
32, Bloomington, was 
issued Citations for 
Operating Uninsured 
Vehicle, and No Valid 
Registration.  Vega 
Galdamez was released 
with a Required Court 
Appearance.

Lester Park, 67, 
Bloomington, was issued 
a Citation for No Valid 
Registration.  Park as 
released with No Court 
Appearance Required.

All suspects are 
presumed innocent until 
found guilty in a court of 
law.

Buy your Buy your 
hometown hometown 
newspaper newspaper 
at any at any 
of of 
these these 
fine fine 
locationslocations

Big D Food & Liquors
512 W. Van Buren, Clinton

Casey’s
1603 E. Washington, Clinton

Casey’s
1161 IL-54, Clinton

Casey’s
101 Main St., Wapella

Circle K
60 Cedar Square, Clinton

Clinton IGA/
Kirby Foods

220 W. Van Buren, Clinton

Clinton Pantry
110 N. Grant St., Clinton

Discount Tobacco
57 Cedar Square, Clinton

Walgreens
424 W. Van Buren, Clinton
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Playgrounds / from page A1
“School playgrounds do 

fall under ADA, and the 
district’s playgrounds are 
not compliant,” Smith said. 

“The department of 
justice and department of 
education both provide 
ways to fi le complaints 
against ADA violations.

Smith’s son is afraid of 
falling in the wood chips.

“The uneven surface is 
physically taxing to get 
through and scary because 
unlevel surfaces make him 
feel unbalanced, Smith 
said.  “Because of all of 
this, he stays away from the 
playground during recess.”

Ground, rubber chips 
pose the same hazard for 
Smith’s son.  He said and 
adult aide would often 
assist his son navigate the 
rubber chips to get to the 
play equipment.

“But, we couldn’t help 

feeling he was missing 
out, he did not have the 
same access as his peers; 
he could not follow and 
play independently,” Smith 
said.

Smith cited other parks 
that are more accessible, 
such as Harmony Park, 
Bloomington.

“We’ve seen the sense of 
freedom and independence 
that he has on an accessible 
playground, and we 
wanted him and other 
children like him to have 
that same feeling every day 
at school.”

Smith said his wasn’t 
the only local child who 
could benefi t from better 
playgrounds.  He added, 
inclusivity wasn’t just 
about the playground 
surfaces but about overall 
playground designs.

In his letter to the 

board, Smith offered the 
results of his research 
into refurbishing the 
playgrounds and suggested 
parents, the school 
board, teachers and the 
community work together 
to achieve the plan.  He 
added he hoped a plan 
could be in place to upgrade 
the playground over the 
summer before the start of 
the 2024-2025 school year.

“Sometime in 2025 is 
not good enough,” Smith 
told the Journal.  “For us, 
it would mean that our son 
would be in his last year 
at CES and would have 
missed an opportunity at 
equal access and inclusivity 
during recess for a majority 
of his childhood, when it is 
most important.”

Andrew Adams
& Alex Abbeduto
Capital News Illinois

CHICAGO — An 
advocacy coalition is 
once again pushing for 
legislation requiring 
employers to pay their 
tipped employees a base 
wage at least equal to the 
minimum wage. 

Under current Illinois 
law, employers can pay 
their employees as low 
as 60 percent of the 
minimum wage as long as 
the worker’s tips make up 
the difference. In 2024, the 
statewide minimum wage 

is $14 per hour and the 
tipped minimum wage is 
$8.40.

In October 2023, Chicago 
City Council leaders 
passed the “One Fair Wage 
Ordinance” to increase 
tipped workers’ salaries 
by 8 percent each year 
until it reaches Chicago’s 
minimum wage of $15.80. 
One Fair Wage wants to 
pass similar legislation 
statewide. 

At a news conference 
outside the Illinois State 
Capitol Tuesday, One Fair 
Wage leader and restaurant 
worker Corrine Terrell said 
the Chicago ordinance is 

helping support her family. 

“Well to be honest, I think 
since it passed in Chicago 
the workers are happier. We 
don’t have to work as hard 
to make as much money,” 
she said. “We have more 
time with our families. It’s 
easier to save now. At fi rst, 
I was only able to afford 
bills and food, now I can 
afford other things for my 
family.”

One Fair Wage leader 
Saru Jayaraman said 
legislative leaders could 
introduce the legislation by 
Friday.

Coalition once again pushes 
to eliminate state’s tipped wage 

www.theclintonjournal.com
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OPINION

The Clinton Journal accepts 
responsibly written letters covering 

topics of interest to our readers.  Letters 
must be the original works of their 
senders.

All other letters will be published at 
the discretion of The Journal, space 
permitting, in the next available edition.  
The Journal does not publish anonymous 

letters.  Letters submitted for publication 
must include the name of the author, 
address and telephone number.  
Addresses and telephone numbers will 
not be published.

The editor and manager reserve the right 
to edit letters for length and/or content 
and to publish letters using any Journal 
platform, i.e. print newspaper, Web site or 

other electronic delivery method.
Readers should keep in mind that 

letters published are the opinions of their 
authors, are not news reports and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of this 
newspaper its staff or its advertisers.

The Journal does not certify information 
used in letters but will remove any 
passages it considers potentially libelous.

Clinton Journal letter policy

HISTORY
ALMANAC
1900 - Dwight F. Davis put 
up a new tennis trophy to 
go to the winner in match-
es against England. The 
trophy was a silver cup 
that weighed 36 pounds.

1909 - The first forestry 
school was incorporated in 
Kent, Ohio.

1932 - America entered 
the 2-man bobsled com-
petition for the first time 
at the Olympic Winter 
Games held at Lake Plac-
id, NY.

1942 - The U.S. Joint 
Chiefs of Staff held its first 
formal meeting to coor-
dinate military strategy 
during World War II.

1942 - Daylight-saving 
“War Time” went into 
effect in the U.S.

1943 - During World War 
II, the battle of Guadalca-
nal ended with an Ameri-
can victory over Japanese 
forces.

1950 - U.S. Senator 
Joseph McCarthy charged 
that the State Department 
was riddled with Commu-
nists. This was the begin-
ning of “McCarthyism.”

1958 - CBS radio debuted 
“Frontier Gentleman.”

1960 - A verbal agreement 
was reached between 
representatives of the 
American and National 
Football Leagues. Both 
agreed not to tamper with 
player contracts.

1960 - The first star was 
placed on the Hollywood 
Walk of Fame. The star 
was for Joanne Wood-
ward.

1969 - The Boeing 747 
flew its inaugural flight.

1971 - The San Fernando 
Valley experienced the 
Sylmar earthquake that 
registered 6.4 on the Rich-
ter Scale.

1971 - The Apollo 14 
spacecraft returned to 
Earth after mankind’s third 
landing on the moon.

1975 - The Russian Soyuz 
17 returned to Earth.

1984 - NBC Entertainment 
president, Brandon Tar-
tikoff, gave an interviewer 
the “10 Commandments 
for TV Programmers.”

1989 - Kohlberg Kravis 
Roberts and Co. com-
pleted the $25 billion 
purchase of RJR Nabisco, 
Inc.

1997 - “The Simpsons” 
became the longest-run-
ning prime-time animated 
series. “The Flintstones” 
held the record previously.

The political 
question of current 
value is: “Are you 

better off today? 
Are you better of than 

when Bush, Obama, 
Trump and now Biden 
was president. We have all 
heard the question, and in 
our minds, we do ponder 
the same question. 

A few weeks ago, I was 
talking to a friend of mine 
who has even more gray 
hair than me. We have 
much in common, but have 
differing political thought 
processes. We both love to 
needle the other with our 
differences, as we both are 
convinced that the other is 
simply wrong. 

However, we also both 
acknowledge when the 
other makes a valid point 
that gives one pause to 
contemplate. 

For background my friend 
is a retired governmental 
employee who owns some 

farmland. He is certainly 
not active in partisan 
politics. He asked me the 
political question that has 
been on my mind for weeks 
now. My real problem 
is that he answered the 
question for himself. My 
friend knows that I am not a 
fan of Trump and that I am 
certainly not a supporter of 
Biden.

He looked at me and said 
the question at election 
time is always are you 
better off now than when 
the previous guy was in 
office. He then stated in 
all honesty, I am better off 
today. 

It is not often that 
someone’s comment 
makes me contemplate it 
for weeks, but I am still 
contemplating it. I have 
absolutely no reason to 
doubt the veracity of his 
comments. I only need to 
understand them. 

The gentleman is biblical 

101 in that 10 percent of 
his income goes to church 
or other charities He is 
Dave Ramsey financial 101 
in that 10 percent of his 
income goes to savings. He 
and his wife live a modest 
lifestyle on the remaining 
80 percent. They have 
saved and pay cash for 
anything they need. 

I then look at the new 
generation coming up. 
While inflation may be 
technically going down, 
the price increases of 2021 
and 2022 remain with 
us. Groceries, clothing 
and cars cost much more, 
and wages have not kept 
up. Housing and rental 
costs have all skyrocketed 
causing much stress on 
young adults. 

Our national debt has 
increased dramatically, 
and we will eventually 
reach the point that there is 
simply not enough income 
to service that debt, which 

will increase prices across 
the board. We can be 
bipartisan here and blame 
both parties for excessive 
governmental spending. 

My friend’s frugal life 
style and investments 
have placed him in a good 
position to enjoy his senior 
years regardless of political 
events. His house is paid 
for and he and his wife 
do not have those 50—60 
mile roundtrip commutes 
that many have today. His 
only car payment is when 
he buys the car. The grain 
prices are good and his 
costs are minimal in all 
avenues of life.

The youth can certainly 
emulate the frugality of 

my friend and others like 
him, but in the present 
they have some serious 
expenses to bear. The basic 
costs of living have simply 
increased. 

The interest rates have 
soared and many simply 
cannot afford to take out 
a mortgage and buy a 
home. We as a nation are 
somehow going to have to 
pay for the overindulgences 
of government. 

I will continue to debate 
with my friend on politics 
and he may one day see 
the light. At the same time, 
I recognize the merit and 
value of his life choices. 

Donate 10 percent, save 
10 percent, and live on the 
remaining 80 percent. If 
you want something that 
isn’t a necessity, you plan 
and save for it, after you 
have paid your bills. Isn’t 
that a wonderful concept 
for both government and 
families alike?

Are you better off? 

CJ2024-02-09-A.indd   4CJ2024-02-09-A.indd   4 2/6/24   5:05 PM2/6/24   5:05 PM



FRIDAY, FEB. 9, 2024 CLINTON JOURNAL •  SEC A / PAGE 5 

CLINTON CITY COUNCIL
Mayor - Tom Edmunds
Dan Ballenger
935-2394
Kenny Buchanan
935-9438
Tom Edmunds
935-6861
John Wise
(217) 412-0501

DEWITT COUNTY BOARD
Dist. A
Claro Carter - 935-3892
Joe Witte
Jamison Prestegaard - 309-660-
6551

Dist. B
Terry Ferguson, vice chairman - 
519-0016
John Werts
Patrick Ryan

Dist. C
Megan Myers - 309-212-9077
Thomas Farris
Kristina Deerwester

Dist. D
Dan Matthews, chairman
 - (217) 306-6576
Melonie Tilley - 935-6538
Brian Riddle

U.S. GOVERNMENT
Executive
President Joseph Biden
The White House
1600 Pennsylvannia Ave.
Washington, D.C. 20500
(202) 456-1414

Legislature
Sen. Dick Durbin
364 Russell Senate Bldg.

Washington, D.C. 20510
(202) 224-2152
or
525 S. Eighth St.
Springfi eld, IL. 62703
(217) 492-4062

Sen. Tammy Duckworth
524 Hart Senate Bldg. Washing-
ton, D.C. 20510
(202) 224-2854
(202) 228-0618 FAX

Rep. Mary Miller
Washington, D.C. offi ce
1740 Longworth House Offi ce 
Building
Washington, DC  20515
Phone: (202) 225-5271
Fax: (202) 225-5880

ILLINOIS GOVERNMENT
Gov. J.B. Pritzker

207 Statehouse
Springfi eld, IL. 62706
(217) 782-6830

87th District Rep.
William Hauter
Springfi eld Offi ce:
207-N Stratton Offi ce Building
Springfi eld, IL   62706
(217) 782-0221
District Offi ce:
133 S. Main Street
Ste. A
Morton, IL  61550
(309) 819-8701
Email: hauter@ilhousegop.org

88th District State Rep.
Dan Caulkins
Springfi eld Offi ce:
205 A-N Stratton Offi ce Building
Springfi eld, IL   62706
(217) 782-8163

District Offi ce:
715 West Imboden Drive
Decatur, IL  62521
(217) 876-1968
(217) 876-1973 FAX

44th District State Sen.
Sally Turner
Springfi eld Offi ce:
Senator 44th District
Stratton Offi ce Building
Section B, Offi ce D
Springfi eld, IL   62706
(217) 782-6216
 District Offi ce:
120 S. McLean St
Suite A
Lincoln, IL  62656
(217) 651-8291

ELECTED OFFICIALS

OPINION / COLUMNS

Selena Higgins
Social Security district 
manager, Normal

We’re committed to 
improving customer 
service by providing more 
access to our programs and 
services, and our efforts 
have paid off.  We’re proud 
to announce that Social 
Security’s ranking on 
Forrester’s 2023 Customer 
Experience Index increased 
by 3.3 points – the only 
agency on the list to make 
a signifi cant gain.

We achieved this higher 
ranking by focusing on key 
initiatives in 2023, like:

• I m p l e m e n t i n g 
online scheduling for 
in-offi ce enumeration 
appointments.  Customers 
can now schedule 
appointments online 
for both original and 
replacement Social 
Security cards.  This 
service is currently 
available in all 50 states, as 
well as Puerto Rico and the 
Virgin Islands.

• Conducting a 
targeted mail campaign 
to reach people who may 
be eligible for Extra Help 
with Medicare prescription 
drug costs and Medicare 
Savings Programs with 
enrollment information.  
Please see our publication, 
Understanding the Extra 
Help with Your Medicare 
Prescription Drug Plan, at 
www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN-05-
10508.pdf.

• E m p l o y i n g 
strategies to help people 
facing barriers in accessing 
our programs and services, 
including people with:

o Limited income 
and resources.

o Limited English 
profi ciency (LEP).

o A risk of 
homelessness.

o Mental and 
behavioral disabilities. 

• Partnering with 
the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Food and 
Nutrition Services to 
test new ways to make it 
easier for SSI applicants 
to access nutrition 
assistance programs.  For 
more information, please 
see our press release at 
www.ssa.gov/news/press/
releases/2022/#12-2022-2.

Forrester’s’ recognition 
of our customer service 
improvements refl ects our 
commitment to making 
it easier for you to do 
business with us.  We 
invite you to learn more 
at www.forrester.com/
press-newsroom/forrester-
2023-us-federal-customer-
experience-index/.  Please 
share this news with those 
who may need it.

Social Security 
improves customer 
experience ranking

www.theclintonjournal.com

The National 
P e r s o n n e l 
R e c o r d s 
Center, part of 

the National Archives and 
Records Administration, 
has fi nally cleared up a 
huge, four-year backlog of 
work. Caused by the Covid 
pandemic, at one time 
they had a list of 600,000 
requests for records.

From what we hear, it 
was a crazy time, with 
only a certain number 
of emergency personnel 
allowed to work in the 
building at once to take 
care of must-have requests 
for things like documents 
for funerals and medical 
emergencies.

Now allowed back to 
work, they’ve dealt with 

longer hours for staff, 
working weekends, 
additional staff and shifts, 
new technology and much 
more. At this point they’ve 
caught up, and ideally 
any normal requests 
for separation records 
should be handled within 
a week or so, with other 
types of records taking 
approximately 20 days. 
Meanwhile, they receive 
over 4,000 new requests 
each day. That’s over a 
million per year.

The vast majority of the 
records at the record center 
are paper copies that must 
be found by hand. They’ve 
been busy digitizing all 
the fi les they can fi nd, 
including asking the VA 
to digitize all the military 

service records they hold. 
In addition, the eVetRecs 
portal has been upgraded 
to handle requests for fi les 
online, and there is now 
a phone line to check the 
status of orders.

The fi re of 1973 
continues to impact 
efforts to produce records. 
With 16-18 million fi les 
reduced to ash, it’s been 
necessary over the years 
to reconstruct information 
from various sources and 
locations to produce the 
requested fi les, such as 
DD Form 214. Some of 

the alternate records they 
can search are fi nal pay 
vouchers and medical/
hospital records.

Staff at the records center 
should be applauded for 
their work under less 
than ideal conditions. I 
personally wondered if 
they would ever catch up, 
even with their plan of 
action and status report 
one year ago, but they 
have. 

If you need to request 
service records, go to 
ve t recs .a rch ives .gov/
VeteranRequest/home.
html and fi le your order 
online. 

(c) 2024 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

The records center has caught up

In many areas of the 
country it’s been a 
harsh winter. Snow, 
ice, wind, fl ooding 

... we’ve seen it all, 
sometimes several of those 
at the same time. We need 
to be prepared for whatever 
Mother Nature throws at 
us.

The fi rst step is to know 
what’s coming, and when. 
While the local news 
and weather can be your 
trusted source, having 
other options can’t hurt. 
I like Wunderground 
(also known as Weather 
Underground) for the way 
it can target my area and 

provide a wide variety of 
information. Keep www.
wunderground.com as one 
of the bookmarks in your 
computer or get the app for 
your phone at the App store 
or Google Play. 

Keep your devices 
charged up. A neighbor 
loaned me a handy 
charging gadget that stores 
enough battery “juice” to 
charge up a phone. I’ve 
since purchased one of my 
own.

Keep an eye on your 
prescriptions and know 
when you’ll run out. Ask 
your pharmacist if you can 
get your refi ll a bit early, 
ahead of the next storm. 
How early you can do this 
will vary by state.

Have a list of contact 
numbers, written and taped 
to the inside of a kitchen 
cabinet door. Don’t trust 
important numbers to only 
your phone.

Have at least three days 
of water and food on hand, 
things that don’t need to be 
cooked if your power goes 
out. The same goes for 
your pets: Make sure you 

have enough of their food.
Don’t wait until the last 

minute to put gas in your 
car.

Invest in a small battery-
operated radio and little 
camp lights. Have enough 
batteries on hand.

And perhaps most 
importantly, arrange to stay 
in communication with a 
few others if you have a 
nasty storm. 

For more ideas, go to the 
AARP disaster preparation 
page at AARP.org/
disasterprep.

(c) 2024 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Stay ready for the next storm
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Crosspoint 
of Clinton

412 S. Monroe Street, 
Clinton
(217) 935-8627
Sr. Pastor, Spencer 
McPheron
3 p.m.-Sunday worship
7 p.m.-Mondays family 
prayer
7 p.m.-Wednesday Bible 
study

Christ Lutheran 
Church 

& preschool
701 S. Mulberry Street, 
Clinton
Office (217) 935-5808
Preschool office (217) 
935-4675
8:15 a.m.-Sunday wor-
ship
9:30 a.m.-Sunday 
school
Preschool Tues., Wed. 
and Thurs. morning and 
afternoon sessions.

Clinton Church 
of Christ

Bus. Rt. 51 south, 
Clinton
(217) 935-5058
Stephen R. Bradd, Gos-
pel preacher
AudioEvangelism.com
Clinton CofC.com
9 a.m.-Sunday morning 
Bible study
10 a.m.-Sunday morn-
ing worship
1 p.m.-Sunday worship
7 p.m.-Wednesday eve-
ning Bible study

Clinton Church 
of God

720 E. Woodlawn 
Street, Clinton
clintoncog.org
Mark Cooper, pastor
9:30 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10:30 a.m.-Sunday 
morning worship
6 p.m.-Sunday night 
service
7 p.m.-Wednesday 
service

Clinton 
Presbyterian Church

402 N. Center Street
Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
Tel. (217) 935-6178
Fax (217) 935-6128
Pastor-Paul Stroup
clintonpresbyterian.org
9:15 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10:30 a.m.-Sunday 
worship with nursery 
available
Senior high youth group 
meets twice a month.

PC - A Place to Belong - 
Believe – Become

Clinton United 
Methodist Church

308 E. Main Street
Rev. Darrell Howard
(217) 935-5869
clintonumcil.org
9 a.m. Sunday Worship
10:30 a.m. Sunday 
School Children & Adult

5 p.m. Saturday Evening 
Worship in chapel
3:30 p.m. Thursday JC 
Stars After School Chil-
dren’s program (pickup is 
available)
3rd Sunday S.W.A.G Sr 
& Jr High Youth
6 p.m. Extended Table 
2nd and 4th Mondays
12:30 p.m. Wednesday 
Backpack Ministry

First Baptist Church
220 Illini Drive, Clinton
(217) 935-2032
firstbaptistchurch3@
frontier.com
Jonathan Roberson, 
pastor
9:30 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10:30 a.m.-Sunday 
worship
5 p.m.-Sunday evening 
worship
7 p.m.-Wednesday mid-
week prayer meeting

First Christian Church
100 N. Jackson Street, 
Clinton (W. Main & N. 
Jackson)
clintonfcc.com
Adult Bible School 10:45 
a.m.
Worship Services: 9:30 
a.m. 
First Kids Worship for 
3-yr -olds - 5th grade is 
available at 9:30 a.m. & 
10:45 a.m.
Nursery available at 
each morning service.

First Church 
of the Nazarene

Rt. 51 and Kleemann 
Drive, Clinton
Michael A. Taylor, pastor
8:30 a.m.-Sunday 
prayer around the altar
8:45 a.m.-continental 
breakfast
9:30 a.m.-Sunday 
school / Bible study
10:30 a.m.-morning 
worship
7 p.m.-Wednesday mid-
week service

Kenney Christian 
Church

213 W. Benjamin Street, 
Kenney
(217) 944-2275
Ernie Harvey, minister
9:30 a.m.-Bible study
10:30 a.m.-Sunday 
worship

Lane Christian Church
(217) 935-2557
www.lanechurch.org
Jim Kilson, preaching 
and teaching minister
Marcus McCollom, 
youth and family min-
ister
9 a.m.-Sunday school
10 a.m.-worship
5:30 p.m.-youth group
“We’re ordinary people 
helping each other be-
come faithful followers 
of Jesus.”

Lifebridges Church
200 S. Alexander Street, 
Clinton
(217) 570-0105
www. lifebridgeschurch.
com
Pastors-Jonathan and 
Dana Taylor 
10 a.m.-Sunday cele-
bration
10 a.m.- AMPED Kids 
for ages (1-5 grades)
10 a.m.-AMPED Jr. 
(birth-K)
7 p.m.-AfterShock teen 
church, 6th-12 grades
6 p.m.-Wednesday, 
Strategic Disciple
6:30 p.m.-Thursday, 
DIVE teen Bible study
7 p.m.- Thursdays, 1st & 
3rd, Empowered Wom-
en / 2nd & 4th, Frontline 
Men

St. John 
the Baptist 

Catholic Church
502 N. Monroe Street, 
Clinton
(217) 935-3727
Fr. Thomas R. Szydlik, 
pastor
8 a.m. - Wed. & Fri. 
mornings Mass 
4 p.m.-Saturday mass
8:30 a.m.-Sunday Mass

St. Patrick 
Catholic Church

320 S. Locust Street, 
P.O. Box 116, Wapella
(217) 935-8510
Office hours: 10 a.m.-5 
p.m., Tues. & Thurs.
Fr. Derrick Mwesiga, 
pastor
9 a.m.-Sunday, Tues. & 
Thurs. mass
www.saintpatrickwapel-
la.org

Texas Christian 
Church

8301 Texas Church 
Road, Clinton
(217) 454-6846
www. Texaschristian-
church.org
Scott Marsh, minister
9 a.m.-Sunday school
10 a.m.-Sunday worship
6 p.m.-Sunday evening 
worship
6 p.m.-Wednesday 
prayer meeting

The Blessed Hope 
Seventh-Day 

Adventist Church
112 N. Monroe St., 
Clinton
(217) 731-4005
9:30 a.m.-Saturday, 
Sabbath school
11 a.m.- worship with 
pot luck afterwards

Wapella 
Christian Church

101 N. Poplar
(217) 731-4404
Josh Gorrie, minister
Wapellacc.com
9 a.m.-Sunday school
10 a.m.-worship
“Celebrating our 150th 
year”

Area Churches Directory

CHURCHES

5
5 Reasons to 

READ 
The

1. It helps you to learn something 
new every day, and slow down 
aging.

2. It gives you leads to connect 
with remarkable people and 
events

3. It’s a source of inspiration, 
knowledge, and finding 
solutions.

4. It often triggers some responses, 
including memories and strong 
emotions from the brain. 

5. It can be used as an 
educational tool for youth.

CALL TO SUBSCRIBE –  217-935-3171
CJFILL

BIBLE TRIVIA 
By Wilson Casey  

1. Is the book of Shimeah 
(KJV) in the Old or New 
Testament or neither?

2. In Joshua 10, which 
people were killed by 
great stones cast down 
from heaven? Amorites, 
Samarians, Canaanites, 
Nazarenes

3. From Genesis 2:24, 
what phrase describes the 
marriage of a man and a 
woman? Holy matrimony, 
God’s reward, One flesh, 
Today forever

4. Which insect is 
mentioned in the book 
of James as an eater of 
garments? Gnat, Hornet, 
Ant, Moth

5. What king of Bashan 
had an iron bed thirteen 
and a half feet long? Edrei, 
Og, Argob, Senir

6. On which day of 
creation was the sun 
made? First, Second, 
Third, Fourth

Sharpen your 
understanding of scripture 
with Wilson’s Casey’s 
latest book, “Test Your 
Bible Knowledge,” 
available in bookstores 
and online.

(c) 2024 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 
2) Amorites, 3) One flesh, 
4) Moth, 5) Og, 6) Fourth
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OBITUARIES / NEWS
CLINTON — Linda N. 

Huston, 75, of Clinton,  
passed away at 10:30 a.m. 
on January 27, 2024, at her 
family residence, Clinton.

Services were conducted 
on Friday, February 2, 
2024, at the Calvert Funeral 
Home, Clinton, with Jim 
Kilson offi ciating. Burial 
followed at Memorial Park 
Cemetery. Visitation was 
held at Calvert Funeral 
Home.

Memorials may be 
directed to the Linda 
Huston memorial fund.

Linda was born on 
January 23, 1949, in 
Russellville, Ala., the 
daughter of Vester and Ella 
C. (Lingelbach) Lovett. 
She married Charles 
Huston on January 25, 
1969 in Rockford, Ill.

Survivors include her 
husband, Charles Huston, 
Clinton; daughters, Tracy 
(Lewis) Loudermelt, 
Clinton, and Tammi 
(Ronald) Dodd, Clinton; 
six grandchildren,  Daniel 
Reynolds (fi ancé, Summer 
Berry), Kenney; Clayton 
(Paige) Dunn, Kenney; 
Hanna (Michael) Gordon, 

Clinton; Gage Huston, 
Clinton; Miracle Dodd, 
Clinton; and Ronald “R.J.” 
Dodd, Jr. (girlfriend, 
Savannah Day), Clinton; 
nine great-grandchildren,  
Emma, Madison, Colt, 
Miles, Grant, Kenleigh, 
Sierra, Loren, and Jacob; 
and one sister, Mary Mena, 
Weldon.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents; one 
brother, Lee Lovett; and 
one sister, Shirley Merrill.

 Linda loved to cook, tend 
her fl owers, and watch the 
Hallmark Channels.  Most 
of all, she loved spending 
time with her family and 
grandchildren.

Online condolences 
may be made at www.
calvertmemorial.com

Linda N. Huston

Courtesy of Douglas Elementary School

Douglas School January PeaceBuilders
Left to right are Douglas School’s PeaceBuilder student for January,  Roland Harvey, Mitchell Conrad, Aspen Ham-
mond, Vallie Rudat, Emily Johnson and Donna Howard

The
Culinary
Corner
Chef
Roger Joss

Welcome to my 
little corner 
of culinary 

delights.
Recall last time my 

musical metaphor.  As 
we fi t the music to our 
mood and liking, we go to 
restaurants accordingly.  

There are high class 
restaurants where one 
might enjoy with their 
date, lover, or anniversary 
celebration.  There are 
family restaurants with 
homecooked meals.  
Buffets for the real hungry, 
etc.  

One might simply want a 
coffee and pastry at a Café 
or coffeehouse.  When 
traveling on the road, a 
quick bite at a fast-foods 
seems apropos or a quick 
lunch during lunchbreak.  
But always, the needs fi t 
the locality.  Therefore, the 
dining practice must meet 
those conditions.

In France, a meal is to 
be enjoyed.  It should fi t 
their culture and ethnic 
disposition.  Recall 
what I said about mood 
and music?  Burger 
King’s mistake was in 
not accepting cultural 
differences.  They had 
a certain format and 
expected the French 

people to accept that.  
Their infl exibility caused 

their complete failure 
in France.  McDonald’s 
catered to French 
preferences.  It might be 
best if I simply list how 
a typical McDonald’s 
operates in France.  That 
might be better than 
putting it into an analytical 
teaching format.

A typical McDonald’s in 
France is more spacious 
than ours in the U.S.  People 
do not merely shuffl e in 
and out for a quick bite.  
The Wharton School of 
Business at the University 
of Pennsylvania attributes 
McDonald’s popularity 
in France to McDonald’s 
ability to provide foods 
prepared to match the 
French palette and eating 
habits.  I shall fi rst explain 
the eating habits.

Atmosphere primarily 
defi nes their eating habit.  
McDonald’s provides a 
relaxed atmosphere with 
soft music complete with 
comfortable furnishings.  

The French do not like to 
be rushed when trying to 
enjoy a meal.  

It is common to take 
roughly two hours for 
dining.  Therefore, the 
chairs are comfortable 
and the atmosphere most 
pleasant.  The tables are 
elegant.  The music is 
relaxing.  The restaurant is 
decorated accordingly.  

Although children 
are welcome and even 
encouraged to attend, the 
parent is responsible for 
their behavior.  Children 
learn to behave early by 
responsible parents.  Now 
for the cuisine.

France is known for its 
quaint cafés.  McDonald’s 
has their McCafé in their 
restaurants.  However, the 
coffee is made expertly 
there.  Not like it is here.  
There is even a lounge area 
for the McCafé complete 
with plush chairs, couches, 
and café style tables.

The food must be of 
top quality according 
to French standards.  If 
not, the restaurant would 
totally fail.  How about an 
Alpine burger with three 
different kinds of cheeses.  

Here in the U.S., 
cattle used for making 
McDonald hamburgers 

are mostly corn fed.  In 
France, they are grass fed 
to improve the taste of the 
beef.  Growth hormones 
are illegal in France but 
not in the U.S.  

French cattle even 
have tracking records 
giving their time of birth, 
how they were raised, 
and where they were 
slaughtered and processed.  
Anyone for a McGallette 
des rois?

Until next time, peace to 
all.

Doing MacDo again

0315201902072020

The Bounce Back Team
believes rehabilitation 
must be a partnership. 
Together, we can get you 
started on the road to 
recovery. Let us show you 
how to bounce back!

Liberty Village of ClintonLiberty Village of Clinton
1 Park Lane West1 Park Lane West

217-935-8500 • www.libertyvillageofclinton.com217-935-8500 • www.libertyvillageofclinton.com
A Not-For-Profit Provider

SPECIALIZING IN
Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy 
Stroke Rehab | Massage Therapy
Joint Replacement Rehab | Outpatient

5
5 Reasons It Helps to

READ 
The

1. Helps you to develop an 
open and critical mind.

2. Helps you to distinguish 
truth from falsehoods.

3. Helps you to improve your 
storytelling techniques and 
creativity.

4. Helps you to improve your 
language skills.

5. Helps you to be a great 
conversationalist.

CALL TO SUBSCRIBE –  217-935-3171
CJFILL

www.theclintonjournal.com
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SPORTS

LINCOLN — The 2024 
season opener is just over 
two months at Lincoln 
Speedway, located at the 
Logan County Fairgrounds 

in Lincoln, IL. While 
the season opener is set 
for Friday, April 5, the 
full 2024 schedule is 
another exciting one with 

several marquee events 
including the FloRacing 
Series, DIRTcar Summer 
Nationals, MOWA Sprint 
Cars, the DIRTcar Fall 

Nationals, and great 
racing from the track’s 
staple divisions. New to 
this year’s schedule, the 
Bennett Memorial as part 

of season championship 
night.

Everything gets started 
with the two test-and-tune 

CHS M-Squad and CJHS Dance Team will compete in the Illinois Drill Team Association’s state competition on Saturday, Feb. 10 at the Bank of 
Springfield Center, in Springfield. 

Courtesy of Woods Studio

Courtesy of Clinton Junior High School

CHS, CJHS dance teams competing
in IDTA state competition Saturday

Lincoln Speedway officials announce 2024 racing schedule
events to allow drivers 
a chance to shake down 
their rides for the new 
season. The Lincoln pre-
season events will be held 
on Sunday, March 24 from 
12:00–4:00 PM and Friday, 
March 29 from 5:00-
8:00 PM. The two testing 
events were well attended 
last year, averaging 50 cars 
at each one.

The 2024 season opener 
will be held on Friday, 
April 5, featuring this 
year’s staple divisions at 
the track, the DIRTcar Pro 
Late Models, Modifieds, 
Sportsman, Street Stocks, 
and the MARA Midgets. 
The Midgets ran their first 
season at the track in 2023 
and had a highly successful 
season, averaging weekly 
fields of about 20 cars and 
putting on great racing.

This year’s schedule 
will see two visits from 
the highly popular Built 
Ford Tough MOWA Sprint 
Cars, the first of which will 
take place on Friday, April 
26, which is much earlier 
in the season than the last 
several years. The second 
MOWA 410 sprint car visit 
comes on Friday, August 
16 as part of the Illinois 
State Fair race weekend 
sponsored by Farm & 
Home Supply in Lincoln.

Thursday, May 9 will 
see the best Super Late 
Model drivers in the 
country racing for a top 
prize of $20,000 in the 
Castrol FloRacing Night in 
America event presented 
by Graue Chevrolet. The 
DIRTcar Modifieds will 
join to make it a huge night 
of racing.

The 305-winged sprints 
are scheduled to make two 
visits this season, the first 
of which will take place 
on Friday, May 17 along 
with the regular divisions. 
The 305 sprints will return 
on Friday, July 12 for a 
second visit.

The 8th annual Ed 
Cain Trucking Hornet 
Challenge is scheduled 
to return to the track on 
Friday, June 7. While the 
Hornet class won’t be a 
regular division at the 
track this season, the June 
7 race will be a big one, 
with extra pay and a strong 
field of drivers going for 
the large trophy.

Starting off the second 
half of the year will be the 
one and only appearance 
for the POWRi National 
Midget League as 
SpeedWeek visits Lincoln 
on Sunday, June 16. 

            See RACES / A9

It’s  
Time to 
Celebrate  
Love, Life 
& Happiness
Share your engagement, wedding, anniversary or milestone 
birthdays FREE OF CHARGE in the Clinton Journal!
Include a photo and the details you want to share with your 
community! The Clinton Journal will publish your news at NO 
CHARGE in an upcoming edition!
Send your life event to: Gordon Woods at  
gwoods@theclintonjournal.com.
Let’s celebrate together in your community newspaper!

111 S. Monroe St., Clinton, IL 61727
PHONE: (217) 935-3171 • FAX: (217) 935-6086

03
12

20
21
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SPORTS

Courtesy of Clinton Otters / Rob DeLeon, Clinton YMCA

On Saturday January 27, the Clinton Otters competed in Danville at the 2024 Super Splash. The Otters fi nished 1st overall in team points in a fi eld 
of seven teams. The Otter girls were led in team points by Aubrey Houser (74pts), Aliyah Ellison (73pts), and Addison Jackson (67pts).  The Otter 
boys were led in team points by Brody Beck (80pts), Kruz DeLeon (70.5 pts), and Drew Moser (70pts). 

U.S. 51 Business 
P.O. Box 243

Clinton, IL 61727
217-935-3488

www.secondchanceforpets.com

Business Rt. 51, S.
 R.R. #2 Box 63
217-935-2378

STORAGE 
UNLIMITED

1506 Rt. 54 East
Clinton, IL

217-935-3200

111 S. Monroe St.
Clinton, IL 61727
(217) 935-3171

www.clintonjournal.com
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SECOND CHANCE FOR PETSFeatured Pet
All adoptions & donations may be made payable to: 

Second Chance P.O. Box 243, Clinton, IL 61727.
217-935-3033 or call Second Chance at 935-3488.

Please leave a message with your information and we will return your call.
www.secondchanceforpets.com

Meet Tenant, a 7-year-old male German Shepherd/Aussie mix. Tenant likes to run and go for 
car rides. He is a snuggler and gets along well with female dogs and cats. He is a free range 
house dog. He does need to be neutered and needs vaccinations. Come meet Tenant today 
and help him find his furr-ever home!

TenantTenant

Otters 1st in Danville Super Splash RACES
The night will also be 

a great one for kids as 
there will be kids bicycle 
giveaways throughout the 
night. The DIRTcar Pro 
Mods will also make their 
only regular season visit.

Sunday, June 23 will be a 
special one as the DIRTcar 
Summer Nationals make 
their annual visit to 
the track. The Summit 
Modifi ed Nationals will 
race alongside in the event 
which will be a can’t miss 
for Super Late Model 
and Modifi ed fans in the 
Midwest.

The BRANDT Red, 
White, and Blue Triple 
30’s are on schedule for 
Friday, July 5, celebrating 
the Independence Day 
Holiday week. 30 lap 
features are scheduled with 
special trophies and extra 
pay at the event, presented 
by long-time racing 
supporter BRANDT.

Rounding out the 
2024 regular season 
schedule will be Season 
Championship night 
which will also be the fi rst 
ever Bennett Memorial at 
the track. The event will 
see big money on the line 
for Pro Lates, Mods, Pro 
Mods, Sportsman, MARA 
Midgets, and Street 
Stocks. The event is held 
in memory for longtime 
race supporters, offi cials, 
and promoters, Tommy 
and Diane Bennett.

And last, but not least, 
the DIRTcar Fall Nationals 
will again return to the 
track in 2024 but with a 
new date which is a couple 
weeks later on the calendar. 
The later date will allow for 
more drivers all across the 
region to attend for a fi nal 
night of national points 
toward the 2024 DIRTcar 
standings. The October 
17-19 weekend will see 
Super Late Models, Pro 
Late Models, Modifi eds, 
Pro Modifi eds, and Street 
Stocks all in action.

www.theclintonjournal.com
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NEWS

Gordon Woods / Journal

Boring for fiber optic internet resumes
Contractors have resumed boring in town for installation of fiber optic internet cable.  Cables have been run recently in the Flair and Flair II subdivisions, and work progressed 
here along S. Alexander Street this week.

More foggy conditions

Gordon Woods / Journal
Even in town, visibility was limited by Tuesday morning 
fog.  Right, drivers negotiate the Center and Washington 
streets intersection.  Above, Clinton Junior High School 
is barely visible from Illini Drive.
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $100 or less. 

 (15 words - 2 publications - price must be listed)

CLINTON • WAPELLA • WAYNESVILLE • KENNEY • DEWITT • LANE • WELDON

TO CONTACT US ABOUT 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

PHONE: 217-935-3171 • FAX: 217-935-8086

EMAIL: EANGEL@THECLINTONJOURNAL.COM

INFORMATION
Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
(Monday-Friday)
Address: 111 S. Monroe St., Clinton
Mail:  P.O. Box 615
 Clinton, IL 61727

CJ DEADLINES:
• Tuesdays at 5 p.m.

(Deadlines subject to change during holiday times)

All classified marketplace line ads will 
appear in the following print publications 
and on our newspaper website:
• Clinton Journal • Saturday Advertiser  
• www.theclintonjournal.com

Call for pricing that starts at  
$19.00 for private party ads and  

$30 for commercial business ads and 
$15 for garage sale ads.

DISCLAIMER: If your advertisement appears incorrectly, notify us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than one incorrect insertion, and will only credit customer for one 
insertion.

Mondays
$17

Closed Wednesdays

CLINTON COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOLS
VACANCY NOTICE NO. 20

Please apply on-line at 
www.applitrack.com/Clinton/onlineapp 

unless noted otherwise. 
Clinton High School
•	 Spanish Teacher, application deadline February 16, 2024

•	 Business Teacher for 2024-2025 school year, application deadline February 
16, 2024

•	 Hallway Supervisor/Admin Support, application deadline February 16, 2024
Clinton Junior High
•	 Special Education Teacher for the 2024-2025 school year, application 

deadline February 16, 2024
CJHS/CES
•	 Teacher Aide 1-1. (This position splits between two schools). Please 

see website for requirements for para license https://roe17.org/licensure/
paraprofessionals, application deadline February 16, 2024

Clinton Elementary School
•	 ESL Teacher (English as a Second Language), click link for full description, 

https://5il.co/2e2m7 application deadline February 16, 2024
•	 Teacher Aides, please see website for requirements for paraprofessional 

license  https://roe17.org/licensure/paraprofessionals, application deadline 
February 16, 2024

•	 Teacher Aide 1-1, please see website for requirements for paraprofessional 
license  https://roe17.org/licensure/paraprofessionals, application deadline 
February 16, 2024

•	 Teacher – 5th Grade, application deadline February 16, 2024
•	 Administrative	Assistant/Front	Office, application deadline February 16, 2024
Douglas/Lincoln Schools
•	 Preschool Teacher, this position will be for a co-teaching model to existing 

blended classrooms at both schools. Would include IEP facilitation as well as 
general support. Must have early childhood credentials. ECSE Endorsement 
preferred, application deadline February 16, 2024 

•	 Teacher Aide, please see website for requirements for paraprofessional 
license  https://roe17.org/licensure/paraprofessionals, application deadline 
February 16, 2024

Lincoln School
•	 Kindergarten Teacher for 2024-2025 school year, application deadline 

February 16, 2024
Athletics
•	 Assistant Softball Coach, please apply online or email letter of interest, resume, 

and letters of recommendation to Matt Koeppel, AD, at mkoeppel@cusd15.org
Cafeteria
•	 Sub	Kitchen	Staff,	plus	opportunity	to	sub	for	crossing/bus	monitor, 

please apply online or pick up application at the Unit Office.
Transportation
•	 Bus/Van Monitors - Part Time, please apply online or pick up application at 

the Unit Office
•	 Sub Bus Drivers, please apply online or pick up application at the Unit Office. 

Must have or be willing to obtain CDL. $24.50 per hr. 
•	 Sub	Crossing	Guard,	$16.00	(HRS	as	needed)	plus	opportunity	to	sub	for	

kitchen	or	bus	monitor, please apply online or pick up application at the Unit 
Office.

•	 Sub	Bus/Van	Monitors	(HRS	as	needed)	plus	opportunity	to	sub	for	kitchen	
or	crossing, please apply online or pick up application at the Unit Office

“An Equal Opportunity Employer”
All employees must pass state & federal background checks.

02/09/2024
PLEASE READ 
YOUR Classifi ed 
ad or display ad 
on the fi rst day of 
publication.  If there 
are mistakes, notify 
us immediately.  We 
will make changes 
for errors and adjust 
your bill but only if 
we receive notice 
on the fi rst day the 
ad is published.  We 
limit our liability to 
you in this way and 
we do not accept 
liability for any other 
damages, which 
may result from an 
error or omission in 
an ad.  All ad copy 
must be approved 
by the newspaper, 

which, reserves 
the right to request 
changes, reject or 
properly classify an 
ad.  The advertiser 
and not the news-
paper is responsi-
ble for the truthful 
content of the ad.  
Advertising is also 
subject to credit 
approval. 

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
sub ject to the Fed-
eral Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise 
any preference, 
limitation or discrim-
ination based on 
race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, 
familial status or 
national origin or 
intention to make 
any such prefer-
ences, limitation or 
dis crimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertis-
ing for real estate, 
which is in viola-
tion of the law. All 
persons are hereby 
informed that all 
dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal op portunity 
basis. (TFN)

119 119 ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

FAX RECEIVING 
AND
SENDING SER-
VICE
The Clinton Jour-
nal will facsimile 
documents to other 
fax machines for 
private parties 
and businesses. 
RATES: (Receiving) 
$2 - First page, $1 
each page after. 
(Sending in US) 
$3 - First page, $1 
each page after. 
Get your important 
docu ments where 
they need to be 
instantly by taking 
ad vantage of our 
facsimile machine. 
Reproduce com-
plete documents 
and/or pictures by 
telephone in only 
a couple minutes! 
Just stop by the 
Clinton Journal, 
111 S Monroe, 
Clinton - no appoint-
ment necessary. 
(119TFN)

NEW TO TOWN?
Stop by our offi ce 
for your Free 2023–
2024 Community 
Guide. This guide 
will tell everything 
you need to know 
about settling into 
Clinton and making 
it home.
Clinton Journal           
111 S Monroe, 
Clinton

201 201 DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARE CARE 

NO INDIVIDUAL,
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as 
a childcare facil-
ity, may cause to 
be published any 
advertisement so-
liciting a child care 
service. *A child-
care facility that is 
licensed or operat-
ing under a permit 
issued by the Illinois 
Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may pub-
lish advertisements 
of the services for 
which it is specif-
ically licensed or 
issued a permit. 
The Clinton Journal 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian 
to verify the validity 
of the license of 
any facility before 
placing a child in its 
care.
*Family homes 
that care for no 
more than three (3) 
children under the 
age of twelve or 
which receive only 
children from a sin-
gle household, for 
less than 24 hours 
per day, are exempt 
from licensure as 
day care homes. 
The three chil-
dren to whom this 
exemption applies 
includes the family’s 
natural or adopt-
ed children and 
any other persons 
under the age of 
12 whether related 
or unrelated to the 
operator of the day 
care home. [DCFS 
Rule, Part 377.3 (c)]

203 203 HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

THE CLINTON 
JOURNAL is 
seeking a substi-
tute delivery driver.  
Responsibilities 
include picking up 
paper bundles from 
the Journal offi ce 
and delivering them 
to designated busi-
nesses in a timely 
manner.  MUST 
have a valid driver’s 
license, reliable 
transportation and 
valid insurance.  
Apply at the Clinton 
Journal offi ce, 111 
S. Monroe St., Clin-
ton. (203TFN)

305 305 GARAGE/RUMMAGE GARAGE/RUMMAGE 
SALESSALES

PLACE A RUM-
MAGE SALE AD 
IN THE CLINTON 
JOURNAL. Dead-
line for ads are: 
Monday, 5:00 PM 
for the following Fri-
day edition.  Rate: 1 
publication and up 
to one week online, 

up to 20 words for 
$17.00, additional 
words are 25¢ a 
word.  OUR RAIN 
GUARANTEE: If it 
rains on your sale 
day, we’ll rerun the 
same ad (only date 
& time changes) for 
free. Must run within 
2 weeks. 

307 307 MISC FOR SALEMISC FOR SALE

Queen bed.  Mat-
tress, box spring 
and headboard. 
Excellent condition. 
$200. Call anytime 
217-671-0349.    
3070216

REAL REAL ESTATEESTATE

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
SIXTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT
DEWITT COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
FREEDOM MORT-
GAGE CORPORA-
TION,
PLAINTIFF,
VS.
JAMES THAX-
TON; UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND 
NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS, DE-
FENDANTS.
NO. 23 FC 20
410 NORTH 
MONROE STREET 
CLINTON, IL 61727 
NOTICE OF SALE 
PURSUANT TO 
JUDGMENT OF 
FORECLOSURE
UNDER ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE 
ACT
PUBLIC NOTICE 
IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that pursuant to 
a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and 
Sale entered by the 
Court in the above 
entitled cause on 
January 17, 2024, 
will on March 6, 
2024, in DeWitt 
County Courthouse 
(Main Door), 201 
West Washington 
St., Clinton., Il 
61727, at 10:00 
AM, sell at public 
auction and sale to 
the highest bidder 
for cash, all and 
singular, the follow-
ing described real 
estate mentioned in 
said Judgment, sit-
uated in the County 
of DeWitt, State of 
Illinois, or so much 
thereof as shall be 
suffi cient to satisfy 
said Judgment:
TAX NO. 07-27-
485-004
COMMONLY 
KNOWN AS: 410 
North Monroe 
Street
Clinton, IL 61727
Description of 
Improvements: The 
property is a single 
family. The prop-

erty has a one car 
garage. The garage 
is detached. The 
exterior is wood 
siding. The color 
is blue. The gas is 
off. The water is off. 
The property does 
not have a fence. 
The property is 
vacant.
The Judgment 
amount was 
$66,055.62.
Sale Terms: This 
is an “AS IS” sale 
for “CASH”. The 
successful bidder 
must deposit 10% 
down by certifi ed 
funds; balance, 
by certifi ed funds, 
within 24 hours. NO 
REFUNDS.
The subject prop-
erty is subject to 
general real estate 
taxes, special 
assessments or 
special taxes levied 
against said real 
estate, water bills, 
etc., and is offered 
for sale without any 
representation as to 
quality or quantity 
of title and without 
recourse to plaintiff. 
The sale is further 
subject to confi rma-
tion by the court.
Upon payment 
in full of the bid 
amount, the pur-
chaser shall receive 
a Certifi cate of Sale, 
which will entitle 
the purchaser to 
a Deed to the real 
estate after confi r-
mation of the sale.
The property will 
NOT be open for 
inspection. Pro-
spective bidders 
are admonished to 
check the court fi le 
to verify all informa-
tion.
The successful 
purchaser has the 
sole responsibility/
expense of evicting 
any tenants or other 
individuals presently 
in possession of the 
subject premises.
If this property is a 
condominium unit, 
the purchaser of the 
unit at the foreclo-
sure sale, other 
than a mortgagee 
shall pay the as-
sessments and the 
legal fees required 
by The Condomini-
um Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)
(1) and (g)(4).
IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION 
FOR 30 DAYS 
AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF 
POSSESSION, IN 
ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE 
ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLO-
SURE LAW.
For Information: 
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FRIDAY-MARCH 8TH, 2024
10:00 AM (doors open at 9:00 am)

For Complete Details:  www.haycraftauctions.com
For a Brochure call:  309-275-4506

AUCTION LOCATION:   American Legion-203 E Main St.-Heyworth, IL 61745

Tract 1 & 2 Location: Sec. 25-T22N-R2E- 
Randolph Township-McLean County.

 Directions:  Rt 136 East of Heyworth to Rd 1700E- 
go North 1 mile to 300N-go East ¼ mile to farm sights.

TRACT 1-Selling quad level farm home-2 machine  
type sheds-23.23 Acres of pasture and timber ground

HOME DESCRIPTION:  Quad level home with 1 large  
and 1 small pole style machine sheds, all steel roof,  
in-home generator, 3 or 4 bedrooms, eat in kitchen,  

family room w/fireplace, living room, laundry room,  
downstairs family room, storage, 2 car garage,  

well kept-very clean, Heyworth Schools.

OPEN HOUSE
Mon- Feb. 12, 19, 26
3:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Or By Appointment

TRACT 2-16.37 Acres of all tillable farm land  
(adjoins Tract 1), has road frontage.

Tract 3 Location:  Sec 35-T22N-R2E—Randolph Township-McLean County
Directions:  Rt 136 Est of Heyworth to Rd 1700E-go North 1 mile to Rd 

300N-then back West 1 mile to farm sight.

TRACT 3-20.02 Acres-all tillable.
All Properties Marked w/Signs

PERSONAL PROPERTY AUCTION
MARCH 16-10:00 AM (sale held inside)
Location:  17370 E 300 N RD-Heyworth, IL
Tractor-Wagons-Trailers-Household-Tools

HAYCRAFT AUCTION CO., INC. 
Auctioneer – Liquidator – Appraiser
 10478 Bucks Rd-Wapella, IL  61777

     Jay: 309-275-4506 | ILN  440.000268    

HAROLD & MARY JO CHRISPEN ESTATE 
HEYWORTH, IL

PUBLIC AUCTION 
SELLING 59.62 +/-  IN 3 TRACTS

Home-Pastures-Farmland

Visit our website at 
http://ilforeclosure-
sales.mrpllc.com.
Between 3 p.m. 
and 5 p.m. only - 
McCalla Raymer 
Leibert Pierce, LLC, 
Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 
1 N. Dearborn St., 
Suite 1200, Chica-
go, IL 60602. Tel. 
No. (312) 346-9088. 
Please refer to fi le# 
23-15629IL
PURSUANT TO 
THE FAIR DEBT 
COLLECTION 
PRACTICES ACT, 
THE PLAINTIFF’S 
ATTORNEY IS 
DEEMED TO BE A 
DEBT COLLECTOR 
ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT 
AND ANY INFOR-
MATION WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.
Plaintiff’s attorney 
is not required to 
provide additional 
information other 
than that set forth in 
this notice of sale.
I3236916

Legal 19959 RE
February 2, Febru-
ary 9, February 16, 
2024

LEGALLEGAL

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

Public Notice 
is hereby given 
that on Tuesday, 
January 16, 2024, 
a certifi cate was 
fi led in the Offi ce 
of the County Clerk 
of DeWitt County, 
Illinois, setting forth 
the name and post 
offi ce address of 
all of the persons 
owning, conducting, 
and transacting the 
business known as:

JRB Custom Fur-
niture
714 N. Quincy Clin-
ton IL 61727

Dated this 16 day of 
January, 2024

/s/ Kari L. Harris/
SW
County Clerk

No. 2024DBA-203

SEAL

Legal 19956
January 26, Febru-
ary 2, February 9, 
2024

LEGALLEGAL

Assumed Name 
Publication Notice

Public Notice is 
hereby given that 
on Thursday, Jan-
uary 18, 2024, a 
certifi cate was fi led 
in the Offi ce of the 
County Clerk of De-
Witt County, Illinois, 
setting forth the 
names and post-of-
fi ce addresses of 
all of the persons 
owning, conducting, 
and transacting the 
business known as:

CLEANING DE-
LIGHTS
502 NORTH MALT-
BY STREET
WAYNESVILLE, IL 
61778

Dated this 18 day of 
January, 2024

/s/ Kari L. Harris/bc
County Clerk

No. 2024DBA-0204

(SEAL)

Legal 19958
Jan. 26, Feb. 2, and 
Feb. 9, .2024

LEGALLEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
SIXTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT
DEWITT COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
FREEDOM MORT-
GAGE CORPORA-
TION,
PLAINTIFF,
VS.
JAMES THAX-
TON; UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND 
NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS, DE-
FENDANTS.
NO. 23 FC 20
410 NORTH 
MONROE STREET 
CLINTON, IL 61727 
NOTICE OF SALE 
PURSUANT TO 
JUDGMENT OF 
FORECLOSURE
UNDER ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE 
ACT
PUBLIC NOTICE 
IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that pursuant to 
a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and 
Sale entered by the 
Court in the above 
entitled cause on 
January 17, 2024, 
will on March 6, 
2024, in DeWitt 
County Courthouse 
(Main Door), 201 
West Washington 
St., Clinton., Il 
61727, at 10:00 
AM, sell at public 
auction and sale to 
the highest bidder 
for cash, all and 
singular, the follow-
ing described real 
estate mentioned in 
said Judgment, sit-
uated in the County 
of DeWitt, State of 
Illinois, or so much 
thereof as shall be 
suffi cient to satisfy 
said Judgment:
LOT 7 IN BLOCK 
5 IN BROWN AND 
FRALEY’S AD-
DITION TO THE 
TOWN, NOW CITY 
OF CLINTON, 
SITUATED IN 
THE COUNTY OF 
DEWITT, IN THE 
STATE OF ILLI-
NOIS.
TAX NO. 07-27-
485-004
COMMONLY 
KNOWN AS: 410 
North Monroe 
Street
Clinton, IL 61727
Description of 
Improvements: The 
property is a single 
family. The prop-
erty has a one car 
garage. The garage 
is detached. The 
exterior is wood 
siding. The color 
is blue. The gas is 
off. The water is off. 
The property does 
not have a fence. 
The property is 
vacant.
The Judgment 
amount was 
$66,055.62.

Sale Terms: This 
is an “AS IS” sale 
for “CASH”. The 
successful bidder 
must deposit 10% 
down by certifi ed 
funds; balance, 
by certifi ed funds, 
within 24 hours. NO 
REFUNDS.
The subject prop-
erty is subject to 
general real estate 
taxes, special 
assessments or 
special taxes levied 
against said real 
estate, water bills, 
etc., and is offered 
for sale without any 
representation as to 
quality or quantity 
of title and without 
recourse to plaintiff. 
The sale is further 
subject to confi rma-
tion by the court.
Upon payment 
in full of the bid 
amount, the pur-
chaser shall receive 
a Certifi cate of Sale, 
which will entitle 
the purchaser to 
a Deed to the real 
estate after confi r-
mation of the sale.
The property will 
NOT be open for 
inspection. Pro-
spective bidders 
are admonished to 
check the court fi le 
to verify all informa-
tion.
The successful 
purchaser has the 
sole responsibility/
expense of evicting 
any tenants or other 
individuals presently 
in possession of the 
subject premises.
If this property is a 
condominium unit, 
the purchaser of the 
unit at the foreclo-
sure sale, other 
than a mortgagee 
shall pay the as-
sessments and the 
legal fees required 
by The Condomini-
um Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)
(1) and (g)(4).
IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION 
FOR 30 DAYS 
AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF 
POSSESSION, IN 
ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE 
ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLO-
SURE LAW.
For Information: 
Visit our website at 
http://ilforeclosure-
sales.mrpllc.com.
Between 3 p.m. 
and 5 p.m. only - 
McCalla Raymer 
Leibert Pierce, LLC, 
Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 
1 N. Dearborn St., 
Suite 1200, Chica-
go, IL 60602. Tel. 
No. (312) 346-9088. 
Please refer to fi le# 
23-15629IL
PURSUANT TO 
THE FAIR DEBT 
COLLECTION 
PRACTICES ACT, 
THE PLAINTIFF’S 
ATTORNEY IS 
DEEMED TO BE A 
DEBT COLLECTOR 
ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT 
AND ANY INFOR-
MATION WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.
Plaintiff’s attorney 
is not required to 
provide additional 
information other 

than that set forth in 
this notice of sale.
I3236916

Legal 19959
February 2, Febru-
ary 9, February 16, 
2024

LEGALLEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
SIXTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT
DEWITT COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

BARBARA J. 
BURNS and 
THOMAS J. WEST, 
as Successor 
Co-Trustees of the 
Philip J. West  
Trust dated Jan-
uary 31, 2012, 
as amended; 
and BARBARA 
J. BURNS and 
THOMAS J. WEST, 
as Successor 
Co-Trustees of the 
Audrey L. West 
Trust dated Jan-
uary 31, 2012, as 
amended, 

Plaintiffs, 

vs.

JOHN E. WEST, as 
Trustee of the John 
E. West Declara-
tion of Trust dated 
October 10, 2016; 
MARY L. WEST, as 
Trustee of the Mary 
L. West Declara-
tion of Trust dated 
October 10, 2016; 
MARTIN WRIGHT; 
MARTIN WRIGHT 
and JULIE ROTH, 
as Independent 
Co-Executors of the 
Estate of James 
Homer Wright, de-
ceased; TIMOTHY 
L. WALSH; CRAIG 
WALSH; and UN-
KNOWN OWNERS,
   
Defendants. 

2024CH1

NOTICE OF PAR-
TITION BY PUBLI-
CATION

The requisite Affi -
davit for Publication 
having been fi led, 
notice is hereby 
given you, all UN-
KNOWN OWNERS, 
Defendants in the 
above-captioned 
cause, that the 
above-captioned 
partition action was 
fi led on January 3, 
2024, and said par-
tition case is now 
pending.

1.  The names of 
the parties and the 
case number are 
identifi ed above.

2.  The Court in 
which this action 
was brought is iden-
tifi ed above.

3.  The names of 
the individuals with 
a current ownership 
interest in the real 
estate are:

 Barbara J. Burns 
and Thomas J. 
West, as Successor 
Co-Trustees of the 
Philip J. West Trust 
dated January 31, 
2012, as amended;
Barbara J. Burns 
and Thomas J. 
West, as Successor 

Co-Trustees of the 
Audrey L. West 
Trust dated Jan-
uary 31, 2012, as 
amended;
John E. West, as 
Trustee of the John 
E. West Declaration 
of Trust dated Octo-
ber 10, 2016; and
Mary L. West, as 
Trustee of the Mary 
L. West Declaration 
of Trust dated Octo-
ber 10, 2016.

4.  A legal descrip-
tion of the real 
estate suffi cient to 
identify it with rea-
sonable certainty is 
as follows:

Tract 1:  Beginning 
at a stone set at the 
Northeast corner 
of Section 35, 
Township 21 North, 
Range 4 East of 
the Third Principal 
Meridian, DeWitt 
County, Illinois; run-
ning thence South 
1336 ½ feet on the 
Section line, thence 
West 1410.75 feet, 
thence North 1336 
½ feet, more or 
less, to the North 
line of said Section 
35, thence East 
on the North line 

of said Section 
35, 1410.75 feet, 
more or less to the 
point of beginning, 
situated in DeWitt 
County, Illinois.

PIN: 04-35-200-
002.

Tract 2:  The West 
½ of the Southwest 
¼ of Section 25, 
Township 21 North, 
Range 4 East of 
the Third Principal 
Meridian, DeWitt 
County, Illinois. 

PIN: 04-25-300-
001.

Tract 3:  The West 
½ of the Southwest 
¼ of Section 30, 
the Northeast ¼ 

of the Southwest 
¼ of Section 30, 
the Northwest ¼ 
of the Southeast 
¼ of Section 30, 
EXCEPT that part 
of said Northwest 
¼ of the Southeast 
¼ lying South and 
East of the Illinois 
Central Railroad 
right-of-way; also 
commencing at the 
Northwest corner 
of the Southeast ¼ 
of the Southwest ¼ 
of said Section 30, 
running East 120 
rods, thence South 
3 rods to the North 
line of the right-of-
way of the Illinois 
Central Railroad 
Company; thence 
Southwesterly along 
the North line of 

the said railroad 
company to a 
point where said 
railroad crosses 
the West line of 
the Southeast ¼ of 
the Southwest ¼ 
of said Section 30, 
thence North 55.57 
rods to the place 
of beginning, all of 
said land being in 
Township 21 North, 
Range 5 East of 
the Third Principal 
Meridian, situated 
in DeWitt County, 
Illinois.

PIN: 05-30-300-
001.

NOW THERE-
FORE, unless 
you, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS, fi le 
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J K E Heating Cooling Plumbing LLC
ID#058-113283  ID#055-013072

Bill and Janis Ellis, Owners

P.O. Box 267
100 S. Locust Street
Wapella, IL 61777-0267

1-217-935-6463
Out of Area: 1-800-861-6333

E-Mail: jke61777@frontier.com

Clinton, IL
217-519-4024 Kyle Koons,
Fully Licensed & Insured Owner 

Construction,
Concrete & Roofing

K & K 
SD

11
24

20
15

SD
11

24
20

15

Residential • Commercial • Property Management • Farm

Jan Utterback
Broker

Cell: (217) 620-8668

www.utterbackrealestate.com
Email:janutterbacksells@gmail.com

211 W. Van Buren
Clinton, IL 61727

Office: (217)935-8182
Fax: (217) 935-4481

Contact us to advertise 
your business here.

217-935-3171

Contact Katy to advertise your business here.  217-935-3171

Affordable Tree Service 
We do what we say we will do!

309-826-4981
Bonded & Insured

Serving DeWitt and 
surrounding counties

your answer to the 
Complaint in this 
cause or otherwise 
make your appear-
ance therein, in the 
Circuit Court of the 
Sixth Judicial Cir-
cuit, DeWitt County 
Courthouse, 201 W. 
Washington Street, 
Clinton, Illinois, on 
or before March 15, 
2024, default may 
be entered against 
you and each of you 
at any time after 
that day and a judg-
ment of partition 
may be entered.

/s/ Circuit Clerk

Prepared by:
CRAIG W. RUN-
YON 
(# 6296475)
SAMUELS, MILL-
ER, SCHROEDER, 
JACKSON & SLY, 
LLP
Attorneys for Plain-
tiffs
225 N. Water St., 
Ste. 301
P.O. Box 1400
Decatur, IL  
62525-1400
Telephone:  
(217) 429-4325
Fax:  (217) 425-
6313

runyon@samuels-
miller.com

Legal 19961
Feb. 2, Feb. 9, and 
Feb. 16, 2024

LEGALLEGAL

Assumed Name 
Publication Notice

Public Notice is 
hereby given that 
on Monday, January 
29, 2024, a certifi-
cate was filed in the 
Office of the County 
Clerk of DeWitt 
County, Illinois, 
setting forth the 
names and post-of-
fice addresses of 
all of the persons 
owning, conducting, 
and transacting the 
business known as:

THE SACRED 
GRIEF COMPANY
919 N ELIZABETH 
STREET CLINTON 
IL 61727

Dated this 29 day of 
January, 2024

/s/ Kari L. Harris/sw
County Clerk

No. 2024DBA-0205

(SEAL)

Legal 19966
February 9, Febru-
ary 16, February 23, 
2024

LEGALLEGAL

Assumed Name 
Publication Notice

Public Notice is 
hereby given that 
on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 30, 2024, a 
certificate was filed 
in the Office of the 
County Clerk of De-
Witt County, Illinois, 
setting forth the 
names and post-of-
fice addresses of 
all of the persons 
owning, conducting, 
and transacting the 
business known as:

THE FLOWER 
SHED 
801 S CAIN ST 
CLINTON IL 61727

Dated this 30 day of 
January, 2024

/s/ Kari L. Harris/sw
County Clerk

No. 2024DBA-0206

(SEAL)

Legal 19967
February 9, Febru-
ary 16, February 23, 
2024

LEGALLEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 
SIXTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

DEWITT COUNTY - 
IN PROBATE

IN THE MATTER 
OF THE ESTATE 
OF 
DONALD LEE 
BOWMAN,
DECEASED 

No. 24-PR-2
	
CLAIM DATE 
NOTICE - INDE-
PENDENT ADMIN-
ISTRATION

Notice is given of 
the death of the 
above-named dece-

dent;

Letters of Office 
were issued on 
January 25, 2024 to 
Brenda Ruch-Pope-
joy, 869 East 3300 
N. Rd., Farmer City, 
DeWitt County, 
Illinois 61842, as 
independent execu-
tor.  The attorney for 
the estate is Bryce 
A. Lynch of Taylor 
& Lynch, 216 South 
Center Street, P.O. 
Box 478, Clinton, 
Illinois, 61727.

Claims may be filed 
in the office of the 
Clerk of the Court at 
the DeWitt County 
Courthouse, 201 W. 
Washington Street, 
Clinton, Illinois 
61727, or with the 
Representative, or 
both, on or before 
August 23, 2024.  
Any claim not filed 
within that period 
is barred.  Copies 
of the Claim filed 
with the Clerk of 
the Court must be 
mailed or delivered 
to the Represen-
tative and to the 
Attorney within 10 
days after it is filed. 

The estate will 
be administered 
without court su-
pervision, unless 
an interested party 
terminates Indepen-
dent Administration 
by filing a Petition 
to Terminate under 
Section 28-4 of the 
Illinois Probate Act 
(755 ILCS 5/28-4).  
A form of a Petition 
to Terminate Inde-
pendent Administra-
tion may be opened 
from the Clerk of 
the Court at the 
above address.

Dated this 30th day 
of January, 2024.

Brenda Ruch-Pope-
joy, Independent 
Executor of the Es-
tate of Donald Lee 
Bowman, Deceased

BRYCE A. LYNCH 
6297077
TAYLOR & LYNCH, 
LLC
216 SOUTH CEN-
TER STREET
P.O. BOX 478
CLINTON, ILLI-
NOIS 61727
TEL: (217) 935-
2183

FAX: (217) 935-
8219
E-MAIL: attorneys@
dewittcountylaw.
com

Legal 19968
February 9, Febru-
ary 16, February 23, 
2024

LEGALLEGAL

INVITATION TO 
BID

The City of Clin-
ton, Illinois will 
receive bids in the 
office of the City 
Clerk, 118 West 
Washington Street, 
2nd floor, Clinton, 
Illinois 61727, for 
the purpose of solid 
waste removal for 
City properties. Bids 
must be submitted 
no later than 10 
a.m., Wednesday, 
February 28, 2024. 
Bidder’s packets 
are available at 
City Hall. The City 
reserves the right 
to reject any or all 
bids.

Legal 19970
February 9, 2024

LEGALLEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
6TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT
DEWITT COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
FREEDOM MORT-
GAGE CORPORA-
TION	
PLAINTIFF,
	 v.
BRYAN P ECK-
ROTE; UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND 
NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS;
DEFENDANTS.
CASE NO.: 
2023FC27
PROPERTY AD-
DRESS:
 523 EAST MAIN 
STREET 
CLINTON, IL 61727
NOTICE BY PUBLI-
CATION
The requisite affi-
davit for publication 
having been filed, 
notice is hereby 
given to you:
BRYAN P ECK-
ROTE 
UNKNOWN OWN-
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ERS AND NON-RE-
CORD CLAIMANTS 
that Plaintiff com-
menced this case 
in the Circuit Court 
of DeWitt County 
against you and 
other defendants, 
for foreclosure of 
a certain mort-
gage lien recorded 
against the real 
estate described as 
follows:
LOT 8 IN BLOCK 
12 IN GIDEON’S 
ADDITION TO 
THE TOWN, NOW 
CITY OF CLIN-
TON, INCLUDING 
ONE-HALF OF 
THE ALLEY ON 
THE NORTH SIDE 
OF SAID LOT, 
SITUATED IN THE 
CITY OF CLIN-
TON, COUNTY OF 
DEWITT, IN THE 
STATE OF ILLI-
NOIS.
A.P.N.: 07-35-105-
009
Common Address: 
523 EAST MAIN 
STREET CLINTON, 
IL 61727
PIN: 07-35-105-009
Said mortgage was 
executed by BRY-
AN P. ECKROTE, 
as mortgagor(s) 

and STATE BANK 
OF LINCOLN, as 
mortgagee, on 
12/2/2017 and re-
corded in the Offi ce 
of the Recorder of 
Deeds of DeWitt 
County, Illinois as 
Document Number 
250851.
You have been 
sued. Read all 
documents attached 
to this Summons. 
To participate in the 
case, you MUST 
fi le an offi cial 
document with the 
court within the 
time stated on this 
Summons called 
an “Appearance” 
and a document 
called an “Answer/
Response”. The 
Answer/Response 
is not required in 
small claims or 
eviction cases 
unless ordered by 
the court. If you do 
not fi le an Appear-
ance and Answer/
Response on time, 
the court my decide 
the case without 
hearing from you, 
and you could be 
held in default and 
lose the case.
After you fi ll out the 

necessary docu-
ments, you need 
to electronically fi le 
(e-fi le) them with 
the court. To e-fi le, 
you must create 
an account with 
an e-fi ling service 
provider. For more 
information, go to 
ilcourts.info/efi ling. 
If you cannot e-fi le, 
you can get an ex-
emption that allows 
you to fi le in-person 
or by mail.
You may be 
charged fi ling fees, 
but if you cannot 
pay them, you can 
fi le an Application 
for Waiver of Court 
Fees.
It is possible that 
the court will allow 
you to attend the 
fi rst court date in 
this case in-person 
or remotely by video 
or phone. Contact 
the Circuit Court 
Clerk’s offi ce or visit 
the Court’s website 
to fi nd out whether 
this is possible and, 
if so, how to do this.
Need help? Call or 
text Illinois Court 
Help at 833-411-
1121 or go to ilcour-
thelp.gov for infor-

mation about going 
to court, including 
how to fi ll our and 
fi le documents. You 
can also get free 
legal information 
and legal referrals 
at illinoislegalaid.
org. All documents 
referred to in this 
Summons can be 
found at ilcourts.
info/forms. Other 
documents may be 
available from your 
local Circuit Court 
Clerk’s offi ce or 
website.
¿Necesita ayuda? 
Llame o envie un 
mansaje de texto a 
Illinois Court Help 
al 833-411-1121, 
o visite ilcourthelp.
gov para obtener in-
formación sobra los 
casos de la corte y 
cómo completer y 
presenter formula-
rios.
Unless you fi le 
your Appearance 
and Answer/Re-
sponse in this case 
in the offi ce of the 
clerk of this court 
by 3/11/2024 A 
JUDGMENT OF 
FORECLOSURE 
OR DECREEE BY 
DEFAULT MAY 

BE ENTERED 
AGAINST YOU 
FOR THE RELIEF 
ASKED FOR IN 
THE PLAINTIFF’S 
COMPLAINT.  
David Mazzella
6344319
Robertson Anschutz 
Schneid Crane & 
Partners, PLLC
205 N. Michigan 
Suite 810
Chicago, IL 60601
Phone: (561) 241-
6901
E-mail: ILmail@
raslg.com
File: 23-168861
THIS COMMUNI-
CATION IS FROM 
A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR.
6114-939649

Legal 19971
February 9, Febru-
ary 16, February 23, 
2024

LEGALLEGAL

STATE OF ILLI-
NOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
ELEVENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF 
MC LEAN

IN THE MATTER 
OF THE KUMLER 
DRAINAGE DIS-
TRICT 

No. 6300 C.L.

DRAINAGE NO-
TICE

Notice is hereby 
given that the 
Commissioners of 
the Kumler Drain-
age District have 
fi led with the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court 
of McLean County, 
Illinois, their List of 
Active Commission-
ers for 2023, their 
Certifi cate of Levy 
of Annual Mainte-
nance Assessment, 
and their Current 
Financial
Report for 2023 
showing the amount 
of money collect-
ed by the Kumler 
Drainage District 
since
the last preced-
ing report and the 
manner in which the 
funds of the Kumler 
Drainage District 
have
been expended for 
the period begin-

ning November 1, 
2022, and ending 
October 31, 2023.

Any owner of land 
within the Kumler 
Drainage District 
may fi le an objec-
tion to the report 
with the Clerk of 
the Court within ten 
(10) days after the 
date that this Notice 
is published. If no 
objections are fi led, 
the Reports will be 
approved without 
hearing.

Don Everhart
Clerk of the Circuit 
Court

Jay D. Reece, 
ARDC #6209821
Jay D. Reece, P.C.
802 N. Clinton St., 
Suite B
Bloomington, Illi-
nois 61701
Phone: (309) 827-
4055
Email: jreece@
jdrpc-law.com

Legal 19972
February 9, 2024

5
5 Reasons to 

READ 
The

1. It helps you to learn something 
new every day, and slow down 
aging.

2. It gives you leads to connect 
with remarkable people and 
events

3. It’s a source of inspiration, 
knowledge, and finding 
solutions.

4. It often triggers some responses, 
including memories and strong 
emotions from the brain. 

5. It can be used as an 
educational tool for youth.

CALL TO SUBSCRIBE –  217-935-3171
CJFILL
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WEATHER
Your Forecast

Information from the National Weather Service

Weather History

Sunday
Sunny

High 41

Saturday
Sunny

High 46

Monday
Sunny

High 42

Tuesday
Sunny

High 44

Wednesday
Sunny

High 43

Thursday
Cloudy
High 39

The217HomeTeam.com
Camill Tedrick, Designated Managing Broker

6920 Sharon Lane, Clinton, IL

9.26 Buildable Residential Acres 
+ Shared Pond

$159,900

WILD
 ACRES

 

SUBDIVI
SION Lakeview Estates Subdivision

WELD
ON

LOTS

Lot #2 - $29,500
Lot #17 - $26,500 (SOLD)

Lot #18 - $25,000  (SOLD)
Lot #28 - $28,000

0001 Depot Rd., Farmer City

3 Miles West, 2 parcels totaling 118 Acres

FA
RMER

 

CITY

3 Miles West, 2 parcels totaling 118 Acres
$2,242,000

3371 Hilltop Ct., Clinton

4 Bdrm ranch home, complete remodel4 Bdrm ranch home, complete remodel

COUNTR
Y 

CLU
B ACRES

$325,000

5300 Asti Boulevard, Clinton, IL

Lovely 5 Bedroom, 3 1/2 bath ranch, finished 
walkout basement. 2 fireplaces & 2 car garage.walkout basement. 2 fireplaces & 2 car garage.walkout basement. 2 fireplaces & 2 car garage.walkout basement. 2 fireplaces & 2 car garage.

WOOD 

HAV
EN

 ES
TAT

ES

SOLD

Each office is locally owned and operated.

Office 217.935.8525
205 East Side Square, Clinton, IL

618 N. Chicago, Lincoln, IL 

100 N. Harrison, Clinton, IL

Duplex - Income Producing Property. 
2 Bdrms, 1 bath, 1 car garage, 1 unit has basement2 Bdrms, 1 bath, 1 car garage, 1 unit has basement

CLIN
TO

N

$184,900

February 9
1870: The U.S. Congress authorized the War De-
partment to take weather observations at key marine 
ports, assigning this function to the Army Signal Ser-
vice. The intention was to provide advanced warning 
of storm systems that could adversely affect marine
interests. This service was the forerunner to the cur-
rent National Weather Service.

February 10
1932: Spring made a very early appearance across 
central Illinois. Peoria reported a high temperature of 
74 degrees, setting a record for the month of February. 
Other record high temperatures for the date included 
75 degrees at Springfi eld, 73 at Lincoln, 71 at
Decatur, and 68 at Champaign.
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