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Groundbreaking held for The Grove

New complex will include 30 units of family housing

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On
Friday, Feb. 2, a ground-
breaking ceremony was
held by the City of Ro-
chelleand New Directions
Housing Corporation at
405 Lake Lida Lane in
Rochelle for The Grove,
a new family housing
complex.

NDHC President
Rodger Brown said the
three-story apartment
complex will have 30 total
units with 15 units each of
two and three-bedroom
housing. The two-bed-
room units will be about
750 square feet and the
three-bedroom units will
be about 950 square feet.
The development will also
have amanagementoffice
onsite, an exercise facility,
laundry facilities, a com-
munity room, library, and
on-site parking. Rents are
expected to range from
$500-1,000 a month.

“We expect it to take
about 10-12 months for
construction,” Brown
said. “The city has been
awesome to work with.
The whole staff has been
wonderful. We had good
experiences with the de-
partments of community
development, building,

\

Ny R

N 8
o LA A NSRS

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

On Friday, Feb. 2, a groundbreaking ceremony was held by the City of Rochelle
and New Directions Housing Corporation at 405 Lake Lida Lane in Rochelle for
The Grove, a new family housing complex.

and engineering. I wish
more communities were
like this. It’s been fantas-
tic. We’re shooting to have
it finished in December.”

NDHC has housing de-
velopments all across the
state including workforce
housing, family hous-
ing and senior housing.
Brown said his organiza-
tion is seeing demand and
waiting lists at all of its
facilities, and that market
studies show a housing
shortage.

“There’s a demand for

workforce housing and
low-income housing,”
Brown said. “Those areas
are just not being served.
Most of the stuff being
built nowadays is high-
end and very expensive.
In all the developments
we’ve done, we get wait-
ing lists. We’ve never had
aproblemfilling themup.”

Rochelle Mayor John
Bearrows attended the
groundbreaking and said
the housing shortage is
an issue in the city. He
thanked NDHC and city

staff for their work on
bringing the project to
fruition.

“Ittakes ateam of great
players and we have great
people in the right spots,”
Bearrows said. “I’m very
proud of them and the
work they do. As we al-
ways say when someone
opens a new business in
Rochelle, we say they
canopenitanywhere. The
same thought stands true
for this housing project.”

See GROVE page 2

From The
Heart gala
raises record
$90,000

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The
16th annual From the
Heart Gala & Auction
was held Saturday, Feb.
3 at the hangar at Flight
Deck Bar & Grill in Ro-
chelle. Theeventsaw 311
people attend and raised
arecord $90,000, break-
ing its previous mark of
$80,000 in 2023.

Proceeds raised at
the event will equally
benefit the eight area
nonprofits that From the
Heart works with: the
Rochelle Area Commu-
nity Foundation, HOPE
of Ogle County, Rochelle
Christian Food Pantry,
Pegasus Special Riders,
Hub City Senior Center,
Shining Star Children’s
Advocacy Center, CASA
and FOCUS House. Each
nonprofit will receive
$11,250.

See GALA page 2

Slattengren recuperates from triple bypass surgery
‘It’s good to come somewhere where you feel welcome and at home’

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Community Hospi-
tal Fitness Center Assistant
Katherine Slattengren has
been working her way back
from a recent triple bypass
heart surgery at a familiar
place: In the RCH Cardiac
Rehab program in the hos-
pital’s fitness center, where
she works.

Slattengren recently
made a trip to her doctor’s
office with symptoms of
low energy and chest pain.
She was prescribed a stress
test, which she was unable
to pass. An angiogram
followed, which showed
problems with three ar-
teries.

“I had to have a triple
bypass surgery at St. An-
thony Medical Center,”
Slattengren said. “I had no
clue. Dr. Vogeler hereismy
doctor. Thank goodness she
caught it. Otherwise, my
surgeontold meIwould’ve
been dead in a month. |
come here for physical
therapy three times a week.
Now I know what it’s like
tobe onthe otherend of my
work. The nurses here are
wonderful. They truly care
abouttheirpatients. [ know

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Rochelle Community Hospital Fitness Center Assistant Katherine Slattengren has been working her way back
from a recent triple bypass heart surgery at a familiar place: In the RCH Cardiac Rehab program in the
hospital’s fitness center, where she works.

they careaboutmealot. It’s
good to come somewhere
where you feel welcome
and at home.”

February is American
Heart Month, and the
RCH Cardiac Rehab pro-
gram and the hospital as a
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whole are looking to raise
awareness of heart illness
and lifestyle changes that
can prevent it.

As a fitness assistant
in the RCH fitness center,
which also houses the car-
diacrehabunit, Slattengren

takes in memberships,
shows new members how
to use equipment, asks
what their goals are and
helps them achieve them.

“I try to meet them
every day with a positive,
uplifting attitude soitgives

them inspiration to keep
going at it,” Slattengren
said. “I like to motivate. I
retired from being a nurse
at St. Joseph’s Hospital and
private practice.”

See SURGERY pg 3

COME SEE YOUR FR| ENDS

Brent Ohlinger
Community President
NMLS#454385

fOEM

304 EAST HIGHWAY 38

ROCHELLE

firststatebank.biz | 815.562.2200

FIRST STATE BANK

David Eckhardt
Vice President/Loan Officer
NMLS#454387

wic | )



SECTION 1 « PAGE 2 -« ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 7, 2024

LOCAL NEWS

Upload & Sha

(PHOTOS BY KELLY HELFRICH)

The 16th annual From the Heart Gala & Auction was held Saturday, Feb. 3 at the hangar at Flight Deck Bar & Grill in Rochelle. The event saw 311 people attend and
raised a record $90,000, breaking its previous mark of $80,000 in 2023. Proceeds raised at the event will equally benefit the eight area nonprofits that From the Heart
works with: the Rochelle Area Community Foundation, HOPE of Ogle County, Rochelle Christian Food Pantry, Pegasus Special Riders, Hub City Senior Center, Shining
Star Children’s Advocacy Center, CASA and FOCUS House. Each nonprofit will receive $11,250.

GALA: 16th Annual From the Heart event ralses record $90,000

From page 1

“The generosity of the
community was just in-
credible,” From the Heart
President and Founder
Dave Eckhardt said. “Ev-
erything we did, did the
best it’s ever done. All of
our games and silent auc-
tion items did very well.
The live auction way sur-
passed what we’ve done in
the past. That’s what made
the event such a success,
because we were able to
raise $90,000. The group
just did a tremendous job.
Every organization we
support helped outand the
From The Heart commit-
tee did a tremendous job.
We’re very fortunate.”

From The Heart has
hit the $800,000 mark in
funds raised since its in-
ception. When the organi-
zation started, it benefited
only two nonprofit groups
along with the Rochelle
Rotary Club. The goal
at that time was to raise
$10,000 for each group.

From the Heart is now a
501¢3 nonprofit and its
own entity to raise money
for its eight nonprofits.

“l can’t say enough
about the community
and the generosity that
it shows each and every
year,” Eckhardtsaid. “Our
event wouldn’t be what it
is without all of the gen-
erosity of the people that
show up. It’s just amazing
and it’s so cool to seeitall
come together. It’s beyond
my wildest dreams. When
we started this, our first
year we just tried to raise
$30,000. And now we’re
making $90,000. We never
saw that coming. It’s very
neat.”

Eckhardt said prepara-
tion for the gala is done
over an entire year, and
the first meeting for 2025
will be held this week.
The day of the gala takes
“a lot of work” starting in
the morning. He thanked
those that helped with the
work.

The community is what

allows From the Heart to
grow its fundraising ef-
forts each year, Eckhardt
said.

“I think we’re able to
grow the amount each
year because people enjoy
coming and helping the
cause and they have fun,”
Eckhardt said. “It’s all of
that combined. It’s a night
out and it’s in the winter
time when people have
been stuck in the house.
It gives people a chance
to get out and enjoy them-
selves and also contribute
to all of our nonprofit
groups.”

With growing atten-
dance numbers, the gala
has started to reach ca-
pacity limits at its venue.

“When we started this,
we never thought it’d
go on for 16 years,”
Eckhardt said. “And we
never thought we’d grow
to what we are. We didn’t
seeithavingitsown501c3
designation. Butwe gotto
the point where we could
do it. Now it’s getting to

3
B

-4
S

a point where we’re just
about at our capacity at
our venue. How do we
go to the next level? It’s
just a tremendous thing
to be able to give more

to our nonprofits. All of
these organizations need
more money. It’s just
amazing that we’re able
to help them out as much
asweare. There’s so many

'J“”

people thathelp with all of
thisand I can’t thank them
enough. Without them,
this doesn’t happen. It’s
very cool that we get to
do what we do.”
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GROVE: Groundbreaking ceremony
held for new family living complex

From page 1

“They could have
built this anywhere, be-
cause there’s shortages
all across the nation. But
they chose Rochelle and
we’re very thankful for
that. We’re looking for-
ward to being a partner
with them and working
with them to facilitate the
final ribbon cutting when
the doors open. It’s very
important to us and our
community and [ can’t
say enough good things
about it.”

NDHC is a nonprofit
and has built and re-
habilitated more than
500 multi-family and
single-family units since
its inception in 1994. Its

[4¥A

purpose is to provide
high-quality affordable
housing to households
who would otherwise be
unable to afford safe and
decent housing without
undue hardship.

Brown said due to
COVID-19 and issues
that followed such as
supply chain, workforce,
and inflationary impacts,
construction costs for
the project have gone
up “considerably” since
it was first proposed.
NDHC got extra financ-
ing from the state to help
with that and had to come
up with more capital of'its
own. The housing organi-
zation is currently seeing
the same issues with three
other developments.

The city’s community
development department
played a significant role
in attracting the housing
development to Rochelle.

“We have develop-
ments all across the state
from the Wisconsin bor-
derdown towards St. Lou-
1s,” Brown said. “When
we first came out here,
we met with city staff
and they told us about
all of the employment
opportunities and busi-
nesses that were coming
to town and the housing
shortages here. And this
is right off the interstate
and it’s in a good place
for transportation. That
led us here initially and
working with the city staft
since has been awesome.”

2024-25 School Year

Preschool Registration

To schedule a visit, contact:
St. Paul Lutheran School
1415 10th Avenue, Rochelle

815-562-6323

www.stpaulrochelle.org

(information & forms can be found on our website)
February 13th 8:30 a.m. for Members
February 20th 8:30 a.m. for Non-Members

Kindergarten Round Up - February 15th 6:00 p.m.

K-8th Registration - Begins in March
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SURGERY: Slattengren recovermg through RCH cardlac rehab program

From page 1

“This is my fun job in
retirement. I wanted to
have something to do and
get out and help people. I
like to keep busy.”

Slattengren said being
an RCH cardiac rehab
patient is comforting for
her, because she already
knew everyone she’d be
working with. Doing her
rehab locally helped her
meet her goals she wanted
to achieve. When the time
came for hertostartcardiac
rehab, Slattengren asked to
do it in Rochelle.

“It means everything
to me to have access to all
of these services for my
heart here where I live,”
Slattengren said. “All of
the doctors here that I’ve
met and heard about from
friends are really great
doctors. They really go
out of their way to make
the patient feel important
here.”

Amid American Heart
Month, Slattengren hopes
that those with symptoms
and health concerns like
she had will seek medical
care before their condition
worsens.

“I would tell someone
who isn’t feeling right like
[ was to make an appoint-
ment and have it checked
out right away,” Slatten-
gren said. “Don’t think
that you can just ignore it
or hope thatitwill go away.

If you’re not feeling up to
par, you really need to go
see a doctor. Even if noth-
ing ends up being wrong,
or if it is something, it will
just ease your mind. Even
though I found out I had to
have triple bypass surgery,
I at least knew what I was
dealing with and I could
prepare.”

RCH Cardiac Rehab
RN Ellee Myers urged
members of the community
to be cognizant of their
health, notjustduring Heart
Month. She wants people
to use RCH as the local
resourceitistochange their
lifestyles. Using RCH’s
fitness center and dietician
service can save residents
trips to Rockford or other
neighboring towns.

Myers has seen first
hand how RCH’s Cardiac
Rehab program can help
patients improve theirlives
in recovery from heart
attacks and illnesses.

“It’s seeing somebody
who couldn’twalk through
the parking lot at a gro-
cery store without getting
winded get to spending 15
minutes on an elliptical
working up a sweat and
thinking it’s a good thing,”
Myers said. “Thatis so ful-
fillingas ahealthcare work-
erto see thatimprovement.
It’s everyday life changes.
After being here, people
can walk through parking
lots, breathe again, and play
with their grandchildren
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Katherine Slattengren said being an RCH cardiac rehab patient is comforting for her, because she already
knew everyone she’d be working with. Doing her rehab locally helped her meet her goals she wanted to

achieve.

when they couldn’tbefore.
That’s really nice to see.
Almost every single one
of our patients starts to get
thatenduranceback so they
can just live.”

RCH Emergency De-
partment Technician Jer-
emy Mumm spends most
of his time in ER treating
patients, but also picks up
shifts on occasion in the
cardiac rehab program.
There, he’s able to see
patients on the road to

recovery.

“It’skind of coolif I take
careofaheartattack patient
in the ER and then months
later, I fill in shifts here and
I can see their progress.”
Mummisaid. “I’maone-to-
oneperson. When someone
hasacardiaceventhere, we
get them taken care of and
shipped out to higher care
as fast as we can. When |
work in cardiac rehab, I
work one-to-one and get to
know them alittle bit better

and see their progress. I see
them at their worst when
they’re first coming in and
then I get to see them grow
here and help them grad-
uate through the program
and be healthier and get
their heart stronger.”
RCH Cardiopulmonary
Manager Jacqui Ranken
said cardiac rehab program
graduates are offered a free
month of membership to
the hospital’s fitness center
to continue healthy living

habits.

“We want them to con-
tinue their routine and
continue to stay healthy,”
Ranken said. “I like to
think that our prices here
are reasonable, for seniors
especially, to use the facil-
ity. That’s always great to
see them continue to come
in. We get to see them and
see how they’re doing. We
make foreverrelationships
with our cardiac rehab
patients.”

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Ogle County Fair Board recognizes volunteer and elects dlrectors for three-year terms

At the November annual meeting of the Ogle County Fair Board, David Ognibene was recognized as their Volunteer of the year. During the fair, David stayed on
the grounds and made himself available 24/7. He helped with garbage, maintaining the restrooms, and anything else he was asked to do. In the photo Tom Simpson
is congratulating David. Also at the annual meeting three director positions were elected for three-year terms. Tom Simpson and Nate Magnuson will continue serving
the board and new to the board is Jake Hubbard. In the photo from left to right are Hubbard, Simpson, 2023 Miss Ogle County Queen Lauren Carlson and Magnuson.
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Elda Mae Jordal

ROCHELLE — Elda
Mae Jordal, 96, died on
Friday, February 2, 2024,
peacefully at home sur-
rounded by her family.
She was born on Septem-
ber 17, 1927, in Orchard
Farm, MO, the daughter of
Erich and Elenora (Hage-
mann) Arndt. Following
her mother’s unexpected
passing in 1928, her father
was married to Viola Bark-
lage in 1929. The family
resided in St. Charles,
MO, later adding Rob-
ert (brother) and JoAnn
(sister). The family later
movedtoMalta,1Lin 1937,
where the children would
attend school. In 1948, she
married her high school
sweetheart, Ernest Jordal
Jr; ultimately blessed with
61 years of marriage.

Elda Mae went to
NISTC for 2 years, ulti-
mately finishing her Bach-
elor’s Degree in 1967 after
a pause to have her chil-
dren. She earned a Master’s
Degree in Education in
1973 at NIU. She taught
Kindergarten in Creston
for 20 years, plus special
education. She finished her
teaching career with four
years in third grade, retir-
ing in 1988. Prior to and
after her contractteaching,
she was a substitute teacher
for the surrounding area.

She was known for her
singing voice and soloed
through the years at many
weddings, band concerts,
and funerals. She was a
soprano soloist for every
choir or chorus she ever
joined. She was a pianist
for many groups both
at Immanuel Lutheran

Church in Dekalb, IL and
St. Paul Lutheran Church
in Rochelle, IL, where she
was a devoted member for
49 years. She gave up the
violin after college. Elda
Mae was anactive member
of'the O.K. Club and Ester
Naomi Circle at St. Paul.
She was blessed to take
her most memorable trip
to Bethlehem in 2008 with
other church members.
Elda Mae even lended her
talents to a production of
“Wizard of Oz” as Aunt
Em at the bandshell in
Atwood Park.

She thoroughly enjoyed
having her family together,
one could always see the
pride and joy when she
was able to enjoy her fam-
ily. She loved to play fun
songs, especially at Christ-
mas, on the piano and sing
songs with family, teach
the little ones how to play
piano or help them to work
on their homework, such
as spelling or penmanship.
In addition to serving her
church, her family and mu-
sic, she enjoyed reading,
traveling, gardening and
puzzles.

EldaMaeissurvived by
three children, David (Deb-
ra) Jordal of Chana, IL,
Judy Reizer of Rochelle,
and Margaret (Bradley)
Smith of Bakersfield CA;
five grandchildren, Angela
(Jose) Riviera-Rosa, FL,
Renee Preston of Rochelle,
Matthew (Leah) Jordal of
Ashton, Megan Jordal of
Chana, and Michael Jordal
(Emma Ernst) of Rochelle;
four step-grandchildren;
six great-grandchildren;
sister, JoAnn Nordeen; sis-

ters-in-law, Marilyn Arndt
and Nancy White; brother-
in-law, Arthur Byro Jr.;
and numerous nieces and
nephews.

In addition to her par-
ents, Elda Mae is pre-
ceded in death by her
husband, Ernest, in 2009;
brother, Robert Arndt;
sister-in-law, Janice Byro,
brother-in-law, Kermit
Nordeen, and sister-in-
law and brother-in-law,
Donna and Bill Cochran;
her great-grandson, the
beloved Henry Jordal, aged
6; and many cousins.

The funeral service will
take place at 11:30 A.M.
Saturday, February 10,
2024, at St. Paul Lutheran
Church in Rochelle with
Pastor Michael Wolff of-
ficiating. Visitation will be
from 9:30 until the time of
the service at the church.
Cremation care will be
provided after the funeral
and interment will take
place in Malta Cemetery
at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, con-
tributions in Elda Mae’s
memory may be direct-
ed to St. Paul Lutheran
Church, Serenity Hospice
and Home, or the Alzhei-
mer’s Association.

Please visit www.ung-
erhorner.com to sign the
online guest book.

Chris A. Hildredth

ROCHELLE — Chris A. Hildredth, 59, of Rochelle passed away Feb. 2, 2024.
He was born Jan. 20, 1965. A private family service will be held at a later date.

Seeking RTHS Class of 1994 grads

ROCHELLE — Peo-
ple from the Rochelle
Township High School
graduating class of 1994
are being sought out to
inform them about an
upcoming class reunion.
[f you have contact infor-
mation about any of the

following people please
email Elicia Hulmes
(Sage) at lish8@usa.net.
Thank you.

Adam Campbell, Ryan
Daugherty, Sarah Davis,
Amber Ericksen, Jason
Fawcett, David Floyd,
Jennifer Headley, Kathy

Hernandez, Jennifer Jo-
seph, Patrick Kessen, Amy
Lieving (Seebach), Jer-
emiah O’Rorke, Chanda
Ramsey (Von Heimburg),
Hannah Ruehlman, Amy
Rush, Scott Stecker, Na-
than Trujillo, and Lisa
VanDyke.

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MiX injections

Introductory price $25
Call for an Appointment!

This lipotropic combination of B12 and
methionine, an essential amino acid and
other B vitamins can promote:
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1212 Currency Ct.

Rochelle IL
We Accept Most
Insurances and
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Barbara J. Byrd

ROCHELLE —
Barbara J. Byrd, 87, of
Rochelle died February
5, 2024 at the Rochelle
Community Hospital.
She was born on May
6, 1936 in Sycamore to
Mauriceand Violet(Welch)
Kempton. She married
Hershel D. “Jack” Byrd
on December 24, 1953.
Barbara worked at Turner
Brass and AO Smith for
several years.

She and her husband
moved to Steward, IL in
1979 where the owned
and operated the Steward

Inn, until retiring in 1992.
Barbara is survived by nu-
merousnieces and nephews
and great nieces and great
nephews; two god sons,
Elisha (Anita) Byrd and
William Byrd; two sisters-
in-law, Marsha and Dean;
one brother-in-law, Ernie
(Stacy)andseveral siblings.

She is preceded in
death by her parents; her
husband in 2005; and
two infant children.
Her visitation will be on
Friday, February 9th from
11:00 AM - 12:45 PM at
the Butala Funeral Home,

1405 DeKalb Ave., Syc-
amore, IL. A graveside
service will be at 1:00 PM
on Friday at the Elmwood
Cemetery in Sycamore.
To sign the online guest
book, go to www.Butala-
FuneralHomes.com

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

OREGON — On Feb.
2 at approximately 2:39
p-m. deputies responded to
the intersection of Freeport
Road and Illinois Route 52
for the report of a two-ve-
hicle accident between a
truck and a semi. Upon
further investigation it was
learned the pickup truck
drove through the stop
sign and impacted with the
semi. Driver of the pickup
truck, Joseph Emmerson,
age age 52 of Rockford,
was cited for disregarding a
stop sign. No injuries were
sustained fromthe accident.
Ogle County Deputies were
assistedby Polo EMS, Ogle
County Emergency Man-
agement, and Polo Police
Department.

On Feb. 3 at approxi-
mately 9:53 p.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop in
the 6,000 block of North
[llinois Route 2. After in-
vestigation, deputies placed
Philip Asbell, 38, of Byron,
under arrest for driving
while license revoked and
an active Ogle County
failure to appear driving
undertheinfluence warrant.
Asbell was additionally
issued citations for an in-
operable registration light

and operating an uninsured
vehicle. Asbell was trans-
ported to the Ogle County
Jail, where he was released
onanotice to appear for the
traffic violationsand held in
lieu of bond on the warrant.

On Feb. 4 at approxi-
mately 12:51 a.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop in
the 1,000 block of South
Chana Road. After inves-
tigation, deputies placed
Kelsey Osborne, 33, of
Chana, under arrest for
driving under the influence
of alcohol. Osborne was
additionally issued cita-
tions for failure to signal
and failure to obey a stop
sign. Osborne was trans-
ported to the Ogle County
Jail where she was released
on a notice to appear.

On Feb. 4 at approxi-
mately 2:49 p.m. deputies
initiated a traffic stop at
Illinois Route 251 and
Flagg Road in Rochelle.
After further investigation
deputies arrested Misael
Ocampo-Nolasco, 46, of
Rochelle, for driving while
license revoked. Misael
was released on a notice to
appear with a future court
date given.

On Feb. 4 at approxi-

ROCHELLE POLICE DEPARTMENT

ROCHELLE — On
Feb. 2, Brandon S. Berg-
man, 36, of Rochelle was
arrested on an outstanding
DeKalb County warrant.
Hewasreleased onanotice
to appear with a Feb. 13
court date.

OnFeb.2,KassandraD.
Crisp, 32, of Rochelle was

e Care provided by the entire hospice = e On-ga nurse available 24/7.
team: physician, nurse, social worker, o younteers providing special attention
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, ' and stimulation.
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers. B A e Co, directives
* Care is individualized and based on ( and community support.
the patient's and famlly’s goals of  Provide Education to those we
comfort and quality of life. care forl e
¢ Supplies, equipment and medications. ’. 2 ﬁm
 Service where the patient resides. P e
 Specialize in pain & symptom i~
management.
 Spiritual enrichment and bereavement
counseling.
 Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/
Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet,
etc.
 Ability to provide education to \%\’“
caregivers and family members. \
’

H Unity CALLUUNITY:

Hospice ‘and (81 5) 561-8866

Palliative Care 915 N. Caron Rd.

cited for no valid registra-
tion. She signed a promise
to comply and was given
a March 1 Rochelle court
date.

On Feb. 2, Uriah L.
Maack, 45, of Malta was
cited for speeding 50 miles
per hour in a 30 miles per
hour zone. He signed a
promise to comply and was
given a March 1 Rochelle
court date.

On Feb. 2, Hector De-
leon III, 18, of Rochelle
was cited for speeding 67
miles per hour in a40 miles
per hour zone. He signed a
promise to comply and was
given a March 1 Rochelle
court date.

On Feb. 2, Nicholas
R. Tuliglowski, 27, of
Rochelle was cited for
disobeying a stop sign. He

mately 11:20 p.m. deputies
initiated a traffic stop on
Interstate 39 at mile marker
108 northbound. After fur-
ther investigation deputies
arrested Adrian Piceno, 36,
of Rockford, for driving
while license suspended.
Adrian was released on
a notice to appear with a
future court date given.

On Feb. 4 at approxi-
mately 3:20 p.m. deputies
respondedto213 N. Prairie
St. in Creston in reference
to an unwanted subject.
After a brief investigation,
Matthew L. Hurst, 39, of
Rochelle, was placed under
arrest for two Ogle County
failure to appear warrants.
Hurst was transported to
the Ogle County Jail where
he awaited an appearance
before a judge.

On Feb. 5 at approx-
imately 6:36 a.m. Katie
Hintzsche, 36, of Mt. Mor-
ris turned herself in on an
outstanding failure to ap-
pear Ogle County warrant.
Hintzscheappeared in court
was released on a recogni-
zance bond. Hintzsche will
return to court on Feb. 26.

All individuals are con-
sidered innocentuntil prov-
en guilty.

signed a promise to comply
and was given a March 1
Rochelle court date.

On Feb. 2 at 4:34 p.m.
Diego E. Cacique, 19, of
Rochelle was cited for
failure toyield from private
drive. He signed a promise
to comply and was given
a March 1 Rochelle court
date.

OnFeb. 3, PatriciaMan-
dujano,41,ofRochellewas
arrested for retail theft. She
was released on a notice to
appearwithaMarch 8 Ogle
County court date.

On Feb. 3 at 1:15 p.m.
Kristi L. Sanz, 52, of Rod-
gers, Minnesota was cited
for disobeying a traffic
controldevice. She signeda
promise to comply and was
given a March 15 Rochelle
court date.
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ON THE FARM

ERS report details characterlstlcs of U.S. farms

BY TAMMIE SLOUP
FARMWEEK

ARMING con-
tinues to be a
family business,

with 97% of U.S. farms
family-owned and ac-
counting for 90% of farm
production.

While most U.S. farms
are small family farms
(gross cash farm income
less than $350,000), these
farms operate on 46% of
U.S. agricultural land and
account for 19% ofthetotal
value of production.

Statistics like these are
outlined in USDA’s 2023
America’s Farms and
Ranches ata Glance report
released Dec. 12. The an-
nual report dives into U.S.
farm characteristics using
data collected from 19,100
farms in 2022.

The survey was con-
ducted by the National Ag-
ricultural Statistics Service
and Economic Research
Service (ERS).

Large-scale family
farms (gross cash farm
income of $1 million or
more) accounted for 52%
ofthe total value of produc-
tionand 25% ofagricultur-
al land in 2022. Midsize
family farms (farmincome
between $350,000 and
$999,999) accounted for
21% of agricultural land
and 19% of the total value
of production.

“We can see large-scale
family farms dominate
the production of most
commodities, including
beef, hogs, cash grains and
soybeans, cotton, dairy and
specialty crops, and the
remaining commodities,
poultry and eggs and hay,
small family farms and
mid-sized family farms
dominate the produc-
tion,” co-author and ERS

Agricultural Economist
Katherine Lacy said during
a webinar.

Nonfamily farms ac-
counted for the remaining
3% of farms, and 16%
had a farm income of $1
million or more.

Most small family
farms have an operating
profit margin (OPM), or
share of gross income that
is profit, of less than 10%,
indicating potentially more
financial vulnerability,
while most midsize, large
and very large family farms
reported OPMs above 10%
in 2022.

“Compared with 2021,
the percentage of small
family farms in the low-
risk zone increased or
remained the same in
2022,” according to the
report. “All other farm
types showed a decline in
the percentage of farms in
the low-risk zone in 2022
relative to 2021.

“This could be due in
partto the large increase in
prices received compared
to the smaller increase in
input costs in 2022, re-
sulting in record-high net
farm income,” according
to the report. “However,
these returns were not
equally distributed across
all commodities.”

Farm households, in
general, were not consid-
ered low income or low
wealth. In 2022, median
farm household income
(including both farm and
off-farm income sources)
exceeded that for all U.S.
households but was lower
than the median income of
all U.S. households with
self-employment income.

As in previous years,
the median total income
of all U.S. family farm
households ($95,418) was
greater in 2022 than the

median income of all U.S.
households (§74,580). The
median total houschold
income forall family farms
in 2022 increased from
$92.,239 in 2021.

“About 84% of all U.S.
farm households earn the
majority of their total
household income from
off-farm sources and of-
ten use off-farm income
to cover some portion of
farm expenses,” the report
states. “As farm size in-
creases, the percentage of
households relying on off-
farm income decreases.”

Andwhile self-employ-
mentand wage/salary jobs
are the primary sources
of off-farm income for
farmhouseholds, unearned
off-farm income sources
(public and private pen-
sions, interestand dividend
payments, asset sales,
Social Security payments,
and other income sources)
provide a significant share
of off-farmincomerelative
to total off-farm income.”

Overall, 13% of farms
participated in federal crop
insurance in 2022, with
participation varying by
commodity. About 62% of
row crop farms purchased
federal crop insurance.
In contrast, 9% of farms
growing specialty crops
purchased federal crop
insurance.

Small family farms
received 78% of all pay-
ments from USDA’s
Conservation Reserve
Program, which removes
environmentally sensitive
cropland from production
and increasingly enrolls
grasslands in support of
grazing operations. In
contrast, 62% of all Nat-
ural Resources Conser-
vation Service (NRCS)
working-land program
payments were received
by midsize family farms,
large-scale family farms,
and nonfamily farms.
These programs include
NRCS’s Environmental
Quality Incentives Pro-

gram and Conservation
Stewardship Program,
both of which incentivize
adopting certain agricul-
tural production practices.

Overall, 25% of all
farms reported receiving
some type of government
paymentin2022,adecline
from 34% in 2021 and
40% in 2020. The decline
is largely due to the taper-
ing of COVID-19-related
assistance payments, ac-
cording to the report.

Thereportalso contains
twonew sections: usage of
credit by lender type and
farm size, and the differ-
ences in farm operations
by race and ethnicity of
the operators.

With creditusage, about
26% ofall U.S. farms held
any debt in 2022, and the
majority of farms with debt
used one lender. Over half
of these farms reported
loans owed to a commer-
cial bank, compared to 8
to 10% with loans serviced
by USDA, Farm Service

(PHOTO BY CATRINA RAWSON)
Farming continues to be a family business, with 97% of U.S. farms family-owned and accounting for 90% of
farm production.

Agency, and 31 to 43%
with loans serviced by the
Farm Credit System.

Among socially disad-
vantaged farms, non-His-
panic Black farms dif-
fer most compared to
non-Hispanic White farms
in terms of size, spe-
cialization and financial
outcomes. Non-Hispanic
Black farms are more
likely to specialize in
cattle production and be
classified as intermediate
rather than residence or
commercial farms. They
alsoare more likely to have
an operating profit margin
inthe high- ormedium-risk
zones and are less likely to
report the use of debt.

To read the full report,
visit bit.ly/41iDLK3.

This story was distrib-
utedthrougha cooperative
project between Illinois
Farm Bureau and the II-
linois Press Association.
Formorefood andfarming
news, visit FarmWeek-
Now.com.

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

bBruns

Conslrruclion, Inc.

s

* Residential & Commercial

Concrete
e Additions

FREE
ESTIMATES!

There are m‘b'ﬁ‘ o
" jobs. And-oné’

12 tractor to.doss s -

them all.

Call today to schedule a demo of the versatile BX Series sub-compact tractor.
Part of our under 100 HP tractor line-up rated #1 for reliability®

« Variety of available attachments

« Swift-Tach Loader is easy to install

and remove

Together we do more!

JOHNSON TRACTOR

KubotaUSA.com

« Easy-to-use hydrostatic transmission

« ROPS height fits easily in standard
size garages

200 Steward Road

Rochelle, IL
800-262-1680

Progressive Farmer Readers Insights Tractors Study. © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2021. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations

‘ *2020 Progressive Farmer Reader Insights Award for Fewest Reported Problems Overall in the category of Small Tractor (Under 100 Horse Power). Award based on 2020

and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer. For the
complete disclaimer, go to KubotaUSA.com/disclaimers and see the posted disclaimer.

TRUCKING:

322 Errett Road, Rochelle

 Non-Union Local Freight Hauling
* Van Trailer/Hopper/Flathed/Dump
+ Daily Loads on the Customers Time Schedule

Queens Trucking & Construction Inc

815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

H'Lm Many ’ong-term employees both

Union and Non-Union our customers are
always in experienced hands!

The Trusted Trucking Company of Many Local Distributors and Manufacturers.

CONSTRUCTION:

* Union

Prep

» Drainage/Sewer/
Water Repair &
Replacement

 Union Heavy
Hauling &
Jobsite Hauling

Construction &
Deconstruction
« Excavation/Site

* Emergency Work

* Restoration/
Traffic Control

* Sidewalk/Curb

Hourly or Bid

Work (We

can create a

Specialized Rate

for any Job)

08022023

* Residential ® Farm e Equestrian
e Commercial ¢ Community ¢ Repairs
Discover The Difference. Call Today!

STORE HOURS:
M-F 8am-Noon,
1pm-5pm

MORTON
BUILDINGS

877.613.3050 or 815-562-8777

104 0ak Ave., Rochelle, IL  mortonbuildings.com

09042018
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Agriculture needs a stable workforce in 2024

INDING and
affording labor
are among the

top challenges Illinois
farmers, suppliers and
processors tell me they
face in 2024.

From locating qualified
truck drivers to haul grain,
to sourcing enough hands
to pick vegetables or man-
age livestock, the shortage
of links in the transpor-
tation and agricultural
supply chains continues
to undermine food access
and threaten the financial
health of farms in Illinois
and nationwide.

I'spotlighted last spring
in a FarmWeek column
the shortage of available
local labor to fill valuable
agricultural jobs. This
shortfall has existed inru-
ral communities for years,
was amplified during the
COVID pandemic and
continues to grow.

This reality has ulti-
mately led more farmers
to depend on immigrant
workers, with producers
turning to options like
the H-2A temporary ag-
ricultural program, the

H-2B temporary non-ag-
ricultural worker program
or the trade national visa
program for skilled work-
ers classified as nonimmi-
grants.

Those who have navi-
gated the H-2A program
know just how cumber-
some and expensive the
program has become,
chiefly due to its unsus-
tainable and unpredictable
wage increases and mis-
guided rulemaking.

Illinois farmers can
expect more of the same
this upcoming growing
season, as the state’s Ad-
verse Effect Wage Rate
(AEWR)issettoincrease
6% from 2023. Nation-
wide, farmers planning to
use H-2Aworkersin2024
will have to raise wages
in some states up to 15%,
according to calculations
by American Farm Bureau
Federation (AFBF).

Contributing to this
increase are eight new
rulesadvanced by the U.S.
Department of Labor in
2023. One rule, finalized
in March, impacts how a
state’s AEWR is calcu-

lated.

Specifically, the rule
disaggregates wage rates
by job function and de-
rives the new rates from
non-farm data, which does
not reflect market wages
for ag employees. Ag em-
ployers will berequired to
pay the rates, regardless
of their inaccuracies or
what percentage of an
employee’s contract they
devote to certain
tasks.

This new
rulemaking alone
is estimated to
add double-digit
increases in labor
costs, according
to AFBF.

In fact, this is
the sixth straight
year of elevated wage
growth for H-2Aworkers,
with the rate of hourly
wage growth outpacing
all other private employ-
ees. H-2A employers
will also face additional
program costs stemming
from required housing
and transportation for
workers.

For smaller farming

operations, many of which
are interested in hiring
just one or two temporary
workers, the complexity
of the process and the
cost of complying with
new requirements will
be especially detrimental.

I have met with Mid-
west state Farm Bureau
presidents and the AFBF
Board of Directors to
discuss all the difficulties
farmers are facing
with labor and
with the H-2A pro-
gram, specifically.

One of the big-
gest challenges
in trying to find

Brian solutions in this

Duncan space is that leg-

islative and reg-
ulatory remedies
soon become entangled
in the broader discussion
of immigration reform.
Congressin past years has
tried and failed to advance
many pieces of legislation
around immigration. The
Dignity Act of 2023 was
the latest attempt.
This type of broad
legislation eventually
becomes the home for

divisive political issues
like employer liability
protection and private
right of action, the annual
number of visas allowed,
visa holder touchback re-
quirements and expedited
immigration processes.
These kinds of polarizing
issues make passage of
any legislation difficult.

In light of this, AFBF
board members decided
farm needs were urgent
enough to prioritize two
immediate legislative
solutions: a freeze of wag-
es at 2023 levels for three
years and a rollback of
the DOL’s AEWR meth-
odology that was enacted
in March.

AFBF President Zip-
py Duvall sent a letter
in December, calling on
congressional leaders to
look for any opportunity
to enact these legisla-
tive priorities. Illinois
Farm Bureau (IFB) has
followed up with our
congressional delegation
expressing both the urgen-
cy of the problem and the
critical need for solutions.

Illinois farmers are

committed to paying a fair
wage, but they cannot pay
well beyond the means
of their farm incomes,
which are forecast to fall
this year.

Along with complet-
ing the vital work of the
2023 farm bill, IFB is also
committed to working
with elected officials from
both parties in 2024 to
find meaningful ways to
modernize guestworker
programs and stabilize
our workforce.

Solutions to worker
shortages in the U.S. ag-
ricultural supply chain are
needed to not only ensure
farms remain economical-
ly sustainable, but more
importantly maintain food
security, and, ultimately,
our national security.

Brian Duncan of Polo
and Ogle County is the
1llinois Farm Bureau
president. This story was
distributed through a co-
operative project between
1llinois Farm Bureau and
the Illinois Press Associ-
ation. For more food and
farming news, visit Farm-
WeekNow.com.

Managing dating while in recovery from addiction

EING in recov-
ery, especially in
the early stages,

has its ups and downs.
Dating is not necessarily a
top priority for everyone,
but it’s nice to have com-
panionship.

Days like Valentine’s
Day can bring up negative
emotions and feelings; for
some, there is a longing to
pursue a romantic relation-
ship while in recovery.

Generally, most health
professionals recommend
that people in early recov-
ery from substance abuse
wait about one year before
pursuing a new relation-
ship. Yet this general rule
is not set in stone, as every

circumstanceis completely
unique.

Therearerisksand bene-
fitstobeinginarelationship
whileinrecovery,andifyou
areatacrossroads, there are
practical tips and advice
you can consider. This
can potentially help avoid
relapse or arisky situation.

Overdose risks are sig-
nificant in Illinois, and
many of them occur be-
cause of relapse. Since
2013, synthetic opioid
overdose deaths increased
by 2,736%, and heroin
overdose deaths increased
by 80%.

Consider some of the
following advice to help
you out in your deci-

sion-making.

Initially, you’ll want
to assess your personal
readiness for dating in
sobriety. This may involve
some self-reflection about
whether you want
to pursue relation-
ships or not. Look-
ing inward helps
youdetermine your
emotional stability
and self-awareness
to begin a healthy
relationship.

Additionally,
you will want to
evaluate your motives for
dating. This will ensure
they align with a genuine
connection youare seeking
and not simply fill a void.

Before entering the dat-
ing world, it’s a good idea
to be confident in your
sobriety, have a strong
support network, and even
a relapse prevention plan.
Consider some of
the following tips
to help you out.

Setclearbound-
aries and commu-
nicate your sobri-
ety and preferences
openly when you

Jody

Boulay feel comfortable.

This could be done

at any stage, but
generally based on your
comfort level with the per-
son you are engaging with.
It’s generally wise to
go alcohol-free or choose

mocktails or alcohol-free
drinks. It is challenging to
select alcohol-free venues,
asmostplacesservealcohol
in some capacity. Ideally,
you are choosing people
who respect your choices
and boundaries.

Useyoursupportsystem
or consider sober dating
apps, which are plentiful in
today’s tech age. There are
generally numerous sober
communities you can lean
on and meet like-minded
people.

Finally, prioritize your
self-care and do not lose
focus on your sobriety. As
cliché as this sounds, there
is someone for every-
body. Remember, the right

partner will respect your
commitment to sobriety.

Do not let Valentine’s
Day bring you down for
any reason, and don’t
feel obligated to pursue
relationships to fill a void.
Everything happens in
time, which means there
is ample opportunity to
pursue meaningful friend-
ships and better relation-
ships with family.

Jody Boulay is a moth-
er of two with a passion
for helping others. She
currently works as a
Community QOutreach
Coordinator for DRS to
help spread awareness of
the dangers of drugs and
alcohol.

Rochelle News Leader — New political letter policy

HE Rochelle
News-Leader is
implementing a

new political letter policy.

We will now be accept-
ing election letters endors-
ing or advocating for or
against a ballot measure,
party or candidate as paid
advertisingannouncement.
The feeis $25 minimum for
a 200-word letter and 10

cents a word for addition-
al words over 250. Like
other letters to the editor,
the writer’s name, address
and phone number are
required. Phone numbers
and exact addresses are
notpublished. We have the
rightto reject letters which
don’tmeet publishing stan-
dards and will determine if
the letter qualifies as a paid

endorsement. Paid letters
will be identified with a
label and may or may not
appear on the opinion/
letters page.

Most newspapers that
haveadopted thisapproach
cite one main reason: Po-
litical campaigns for years
haveused newspaper opin-
ionpages forwhatamounts
tofreeadvertising. Asthese

letter-writing campaigns
become more widespread
and sophisticated - some
campaigns even pay peo-
ple to write letters to the
editor - newspapers are
flooded with requests to
publish them, especially
in the run-up to elections.

Will we still publish
letters complaining about
the county board or school

board? Yes. But if you
want others to vote for or
against a candidate, or for
or against an issue on the
ballot, youwill need to pay
a fee. Not a large fee - $25
for up to 200 words.

Some key dates to keep
in mind for political en-
dorsement letters:

The primary election is
Tuesday, March 19, 2024.

Thelastbatch of letters that
endorse candidates for this
election will be printed in
the Wednesday, March 13,
2024 issue of The Rochelle
News-Leader must be re-
ceived bynoonon Monday,
March 11, 2024.

To submit aletter, email
Managing Editor Jeff Hel-
frich at jhelfrich@rochel-
lenews-leader.com.

How to contact
government
officials

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood

1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C.
20515

(202) 225-6201

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

Have a letter you want
to submit to us? Send
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS
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Jennifer Thompson jthompson@d231.rochelle.net Jackie Ramsey
Skip Kenney

Rochelle Township High School Board David Williams
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org

Bill Ravnaas bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org

Jeff Tilton jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org *Tom Byro
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org Greg Hopkins
Brent Ohlinger brent.ohlinger@rthsd212.org Steve Katzman
Laurie Pillen laurie.pillen@rthsd212.org Mike Kerns
Joel Thompson joel.thompson@rthsd212.org Curt Ward
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot

Jennifer Payton

jramsey(@oglecounty.org
skenney(@oglecounty.org
dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board

tommyb_47@yahoo.com
ghopkins522@comcast.net
skatzman@essex 1.com
ac.kerns@comcast.net
caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads

Pam Pittman

Dan Potter

Tim Ball

Jose Huerta

Eileen Braski

Joe Thompson

Flagg Township
Sue Messer

Joanna Patrick
Susan Rothenberger
Scott Seebach

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle
Eric Gruben
Susan Hager

Jim Kenney

Flagg-Rochelle Library

*Jaqueline Dickow
Teresa Haggestad
Michael Scanlan
Lanning Nicoloff
Sheri Klindera
Susan Sevedge
Darci Waltrip

rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
ppittman@hillcrestil.us
dpotter@hillcrestil.us
tball@hillcrestil.us
jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
ebraski@hillcrestil.us
jthompson@hillcrestil.us

flaggtwp@rochelle.net
flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
assessor@rochelle.net
scottseebach@gmail.com

noggle62@gmail.com
egruben@comcast.net
susanhager303@comcast.net
jimk@rocketsupply.com

dickow(@comcast.net
haggestads@comcast.net
scanlan@comecast.net
nicoloff118@comcast.net
alwayslefty2@gmail.com
nitlprl22@yahoo.com
doobs12@comcast.net

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible
letters to the editor on subjects of interest to our

readers. Editing may be necessary for space, clarity
or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will not
be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten
signature of the writer and include address and
phone number or e-mail address for verification
purposes. Neither the street address nor phone
number will be printed. Letters should be typed

or legibly handwritten, and no anonymous letters
will be published. Any letters from boards or
organizations must include at least one name of an
individual. Any criticism of public officials should
be limited to issues related strictly to their position
or actions made in office, as personal attacks will
not be published. Letters involving private disputes
between the writer and a business will not be
published. Political endorsements will be published,

however letters from candidates endorsing
themselves will not be printed. Letters may be
dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL Route
38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46,
Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-
leader.com.) The News-Leader reserves the right to
edit or reject any letter to the editor for any reason,
and letters chosen for publication do not necessarily
reflect the views of this newspaper.
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Nominate faculty, staff for the 2024
Kishwaukee College Awards of Excellence

MALTA—Kishwaukee
College is currently accept-
ingnominations forthe 2024
Awards of Excellence. The
Kishwaukee College Board
of Trustees sponsors the an-
nual program, which recog-
nizesoutstandingemployees
for their contributions to

the mission of Kishwaukee
College.

Community members,
students and employees are
encouraged tosubmitentries
highlighting the dedicated
efforts of Kish faculty and
staff.

All full-time employees,

part-time employees and
adjunct faculty members
(other than cabinet-level ad-
ministrators) are eligible to
be nominated for an award.
The five award categories
are Full-Time Faculty, Part-
Time Faculty, Support Staff,
Professional Staff and Part-

Time Staff. Kishhasheld the
awardsannually since 1990.

Nominations will be
accepted until 4 p.m. Thurs-
day, Feb. 15. To submit a
nomination form or learn
more about the Awards of
Excellence, visit kish.edu/
excellence.

Kishwaukee College announces Fall
2023 Part-Time Student Honors List

MALTA—Kishwaukee
College has announced the
students named to the Fall

have been named to the
Kishwaukee College Fall
2023 Part-Time Student

al Ansteth, Vanessa Avo-
lio, Kyleigh Boehle, Alex
Burnette, Tatnai Carcasses

Ceceilia Martinez, Jaime
Martinez, Kaylee May, Al-
exander McBride, David

2023 Part-Time Student Honors List: Suarez, Marili Cervantes, Menez, Monique Murray,
Honors List. To be eligible Ashton — Jennah As-  Allison Cole, Hunter Dalen,  Sarah O’Connor, Michelle
forthishonor, astudentmust ~ bury, Kelsie Bell, and Ryan =~ MartinGarcia,EsterGomero ~ Ocampo, Kaitlynn Ost, Troy
have completed aminimum  Sage. Tamayo, Katrina Hada, Papke, Nathan Sergeant,
of six (but less than 12) se- Esmond — Patrick Va-  Tiffany Hardcastle, Julissa ~ Jason Sims, Cierra Thomas,
mesterhoursofcollege-level — netten,andMiriamWagnaar.  Hernandez, Graciela Her-  SandraTorres, AutumnTrue,
courses at Kish with a grade Kings — Michelle Mc-  nandez, Jaderi Ibarra, Ellie  Humberto Valdez, Alexavier
pointaverageof3.5orhigher.  Candless. Kinn, Lindsey Lidren, Mi-  Villatoro, Morgan West, and
The following students Rochelle — Kend- chelle Lopez, KadenLovett,  Asher Wiegartz.
THE KITCHEN TABLE MENU

§20

Galendar
&/ﬂé/fﬂf}"/g /6’

//ﬂw & 7/&?%

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

Jan.

12 - Molly Sly, Rochelle, $25

13 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

14 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $50

15 - Karen Anderson, Rochelle, $25

16 - Tina Graber, Palatine, $25

17 - Connie Manning, Rochelle, $25

18 - Jordan Blume, Oregon, $25

19 - Tim Isley, Rochelle, $25

20 - Debbie Belmonte, Rochelle, $25

21 - Shane Huber, Rochelle, $50

7034 S. Klondike Road | Rochelle, IL 61068 | 815-561-9074

If you would like to volunteer with us, please email us at
kitchentablerochelle@gmail.com

February 8 - (Thursday) - BBQ Baby Back Ribs, Pasta Salad, Baked
Potatoes

February 13 - (Tuesday) - CLOSED

February 15 - (Thursday) - (Served by Lineage) - Bone In or
Boneless Pork Chops, Cilantro Rice, Roasted Veggies, Dinner Rolls

February 20 - (Tuesday) - CLOSED

February 22 - (Thursday) - Chicken Fritters with Mashed Potatoes,
Country Gravy, Green Beans, Corn

February 27 - (Tuesday) - CLOSED
February 29 - (Thursday) - Spaghetti with Meat Sauce, Salad,
Bosco Sticks
KIDS MENU: Chicken Nuggets w/Fries OR Hot Dogs with Chips
**All menus are subject to change. If you would like to check

before coming out, please call us at 815-561-9074
www.KitchenTableRochelle.org

Jan. 22 - Focus House, $25

Jan. 23 - Amy Hayden, Rochelle, $25
Jan. 24 - Kyle Aldridge, Rochelle, $25
Jan. 25 - Hayat Taour, Oregon, $25
Jan. 26 - Ashley Bick, Rochelle, $25
Jan. 27 - Titus Williamson, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 28 - Aubrey Headon, Rochelle, $50

: - - - - - — ?
- BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES - g
M-~
- Feb.7 Feb. 12 Feb. 20 Feb. 27 _<.>
- Lydia Sherburne Jennifer Toppett Christian Losoya Beth Bolhous
A Alex Bonilla —
ot - Feb. 13 Feb. 21 Feb. 28 -
Feb. 8 Gabby Villalobos Kris Oleson Lucas Donoho -
_—— Kaiyah Hayward Anna Sexton R
- —— Feb. 16 March 2 -
- Feb. 10 Larry Baker Feb. 22 Addison Perkins >
o Gene & Judy Messer Feb. 18 Jessica South ~ -
%’ (anniversary) Sam & Jessica South Lucy Hazlip March 5 - ——
<__ (anniversary) Briggs Bridgeman =
- o Feb. 11 Swen Norris Feb. 26 —
- Paige Donoho Joachim Lopez Natalie Powell March 6 -
- Samantha Donoho Nicole King .
Darrell Bolhous =
- - _— [ ] g R
e s - T SN S

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

Jan.
Jan.

Jan.

29 - Mike Scott, Forreston, $25

30 - Joe Williams, Rochelle, $25

31 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 1 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

Feb. 2 - Melody Worthington, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 3 - Sofie Meyers, Rochelle, $250

Feb. 4 - Mercedes Barrientos, Rochelle, $50

Feb. 5 - Allison Wagner-Huntley, Byron, $25

Feb.

6 - From the Heart, $25

Feb. 7 - Judith Koelzer, Friena, Texas, $25

i

” \ Z 7

M
>
bl

;

Coffee Break

21 Competent
23 Roman 151

24 Started
28 Editor Wintour

31 Prior night

53

32 Wrap up by

34 Martini ingre- 5

56

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

< NModerate

<@ € Challenging
@ e e HOO BOY!

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

° 1 3 q
g Crossword 5 1 e
2 L2 5
ACROSS 1T 12 [3 |4 5 |6 8 [9 [10 [11 3 — a
1 Pt. of a sen-
tence 4 8 1
5 Skirt edge 8 o 5
8 Some Gls o = 3
12 Nest setting
13 Commotion 1 S 6
14 Inter — 8 2 3
15 Admin. aide Place a number in the empty boxes in such a wa
16 Prepared that each row across, eachpcilumn down and eac¥1
18 Fake fireplace S R ambore from one 10 nine T e
fixture )
sleuth

/

CryptoQuip

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands
for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout
the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.

\

— promssor) buny —

dient Clue: Y equals O
35 Painter 56 Chic, to 10 Funny — 36 Frolic
Chagall Austin Powers (2003 Derby 38 Most recent HIQ MYYU WMYSV VNLUT WHX
37 quxisted 57 Catches winner) 40 Tin Man's ZEIWT OCY LYSEXH'V ZNHX
39 Chinese some rays 11 Utters need
chairman 17 Sinbad's bird 42 Pre-weekend BKYBIK CYTVT:
41 "Not so fast!" DOWN 19 Slender yell . .
42 Pub game 1 Men-only woodwind 43 Actor's quest BWKWTNVIT FYTV.
fodder 2 — Major 22 Fund 44 Driver Of \ ©2024 King Features Synd., Inc. /
45 Honor 3 Porgy'slove 24 Jewel "Logan elelzlolilzlslsels s .
49 Matured 4 Air travel 25 Eggs Lucky" olelzlslelsltlzly ! 2 0] SollSERe,
51 Jazzy James fatigue 26 Little home 46 Sicilian peak slovltlolzlslelsl2 | SIS0y jadoud
52 Robert of 5 Negotiating a wreckers? 47 Thames town Zlolslelvlelzlelt %
"The price 27 Amassed 48 Gullets Lltlelzlslolv|s|e E PU!H‘UPIHOO OUN\ Sp,eu
Sopranos” 6 Tokyo, once 29 Diarist Anais 50 Conceit v|e|s|L|s|s|o]z]e
53 Census stat 7 Closet invader 30 "Life of Pi" t[s|9]|8|6|v|c|e|L DUE SX1} }n0Ce %000 Ma
54 Winter fall 8 Spanish dish director Lee elele|z]a]t|s[v]s
55 Suffix with 9 Pink wading 33 New Mexico 8|L|v[e|e|s|6|L]9 JoMSup
song or gab bird resort Jomsuy ‘Suiul gg sauln uohnios
© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc. — mioans Apieam — siamsuy dlnoou KJ:)
'
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Shop - Play -

Youth programs, schools

and non-profit groups look

to our businesses first when
fundraising. These community-
minded businesses donate faithfully
to local youth sports programs,
community clubs, nonprofit groups
and churches — just to name a few.
Shouldn’t we look to those same
businesses first when we need goods
and services? Of course we should!

High rate of return. For every

$100 spent in independently

owned stores, $68 returns to the

community through payroll, taxes
and other expenditures. Online orders
return absolutely nothing to Rochelle,
IL.

Seeking health care in your
hometown brings the comforts
of receiving qualified care from
people you know and trust.
Whether it be a trip to the dentist,
regular health care screenings, a visit
to a specialist or an emergency, you
need not travel. It’s all right here.

Banking with people who
know you is a luxury found
only in hometowns. You don't
have to show your ID every time
you go in. You can get a loan from
people who know you and understand
your needs, whether it be money for
your first car or to help your business
grow. Local banks believe in the value
of community members helping one
another.

No one wants to have to make
an insurance claim, but it’s
painless when your agent is
your neighbor. You don’t have
to convince them that there was a hail
storm, or that the wind nearly took your
roof off. They know because they live

9 Biggest
Benefits

ochelle * of Shopping

Community Unity

Rochelle First

here. Which do you want when you’ve
had a bad day: A face-to-face meeting
with your local agent, or a machine
answering the phone at that big
national insurer that advertises on TV?

Time Is money. It’s simple math

(especially when you figure in

gas mileage.) Shopping locally

can actually save you both time
and money!

Customer service after

the sale is invaluable.

Local retailers not only take
responsibility for the product
they sold, they will often fix it or replace
it — no questions asked. Appliances,
furniture, computers and electronics
sometimes have glitches. Would you
rather box yours up, send it to who
knows where, and wait six to eight
weeks, or just go back to the nice guy
that helped you when you bought it?

Keeping it local encourages
community growth. By
choosing to do business locally,
you help maintain Rochelle’s
diversity, charm and appeal; which
attracts new community members.

One word: Jobs. When you do
business of any kind in Rochelle,
it creates and maintains jobs for
others in our area . A healthy
employment rate is the cornerstone of
all economies.
How can you help the economy
recover? Start at home.

ROCHELLE

News-Leader
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Feb. 11, 2024

Ve /

Several
new styles
in stock!

# HUB CITY FURNITURE

Celebrate Valentine’s Day on a
new sofa and love seat set!

429-433 Lincoln Hwy., Rochelle, lllinois
815-562-8765 ¢ hubcityfurniture.com

Tue-Fri 9am-4pm ¢ Sat 9am-1pm ¢ Sun & Mon Closed
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ROYALS TAKE THE COURT

The RMS girls basketball teams continued
conference action this past week.

See page 3 for more details

RTHS Wrestling

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

The Rochelle Hub varsity wrestling team won the IHSA 2A Rochelle Regional on Saturday, clinching a bid in the IHSA Dual Team Sectional at Rochelle later this month.
The team also advanced 10 individuals to the IHSA 2A Sycamore Sectional, which will be held from Feb. 9-10.

Hubs take home the title

Rochelle matmen win IHSA 2A Regional Championship Saturday afternoon

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The
Rochelle Hub varsity wres-
tling team crowned four
individual champions and
broughthometheteamtitle
during Saturday’s IHSA
2A Rochelle Regional. It’s
Rochelle’s first regional
championship as a team

since the 2017-18 season,
when the Hubs defeated
Ottawa at the dual-team
sectional and broughthome
the fourth-place trophy at
the dual-team state meet.
Sophomore Freddie
Hernandez (28-12) was
the first Rochelle athlete to
secure a regional crown on
Saturday. The No. 1 seed
in the 106-pound bracket,

Hernandez took a first-
round bye into the semifi-
nals, where the sophomore
scored a 27-second fall
over Rockford East’s Tyler
Gentry. Hernandez battled
Sycamore’s Charlie Olson
for the regional champi-
onship, recording three
takedowns and anescape to
emerge with a 7-2 decision
and his first regional title.

“It means a lot to me
because 1 feel like I im-
provedalot fromlastyear,”
Hernandezsaid. “I’ve been
working hardand we’ve put
in a lot of hard work as a
team. I’ve been practicing
hard in the room and we
have good coaches. My
practice partner Keagan
[Albers] has been pushing
me.IlovethissportandI’'m

excited for more wrestling.
I love this team and we’ve
been through a lot.”
Junior Xavier Villalobos
(37-1) was next to grab a
regional title for the Hubs
(23-6, 5-0 Interstate 8).
Villalobos cruised through
the 126-pound bracket on
Saturday, receiving a first-
round bye before using 43
seconds to notch a fall over

Rockford East’s Rafael
Esquer Santana. Villalobos
had no issues in the finals,
scoring a 19-3 technical
fall over Woodstock’s Taqi
Baker. Villalobos compiled
six takedowns and added
two three-point near falls
in his regional champion-
ship win.

See TITLE page 6

RTHS Girls Bowling

Lady Hubs finish fifth at IHSA Rockford East Regional

Vincent and Liezert earn at-large sectional qualifying berths Saturday evening

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCKFORD—Senior
bowler Kenzie Liezert fired
five strikes over her first six
frames to roll a season-best
212 in the fifth game of
the ITHSA Rockford East
Regional at Don Carter
Lanes on Saturday. It was
a new career-best score
for Liezert, who showed
consistency throughout the
tournament and finished
witha 1,069 seriesto qualify
for the IHSA Sycamore
Sectional.

“I threw a lot of strikes
and [ picked up my spares,”
Liezert said. “I was picking
upmy spares inmy previous
games, but | wasn’t getting
asmany strikes. [ started the
212 game with three strikes
and that really boosted my-
selfup. Iwasreally proud of
myselfbecause there werea
lot of things I wanted to ac-
complishduringthetimewe
were bowling. I was really
proud of how our team did,
especially considering the
teams we were up against.
We all bowled really well.”

Liezert was one of two
individuals on the Rochele
Lady Hub varsity bowling
team who earned at-large

qualifyingberths forthe sec-
tional tournament, which
will be held at Mardi Gras
Lanes on Saturday, Feb.
10. Junior Cassidy Vincent
fired an 1,167 series to fin-
ish seventh overall and lead
the Lady Hubs (10-6, 6-4
Interstate 8) to fifth place
out of 13 teams in the re-
gional meet. Vincentwill be
making her third sectional
appearance, while Liezert
will be making her second.
“Itwas oneof my biggest
goals during the high school
season and for it to be my
third year too, it made me
really happy,” Vincent said.
“I was really confident all
day and [ was comfortable.
[ was able to read the lanes
for most of the day and 1
was really good about pac-
ing myself. That helped me
keep my numbers higher
for most of the day. I'm a
lot less sheltered now and
I know what to expect. I
know the competition will
be better and I can control
my emotions a lot better.”
Liezert opened the tour-
nament with a 549 series
over the first three games,
rolling consecutive scores
of 178, 197 and 174. The
senior, who helped the Lady
Hubs reach sectionals as a

team last season, bowed out
with a 520 series over the
final three games, which
included scores 0f 158,212
and 150. Rochelle conclud-
ed the regional tournament
with a final score of 5,062.

“Having a positive at-
titude really helped me,”
Liezert said. “Everybody
was in a good mood and
I was in a good mood, so
that definitely helped me
stay up. I also had good
energy, which helped me
because I tend to get ex-
tremely tired throughoutthe
tournament... I’m looking
forward to the experience
because we made it as a
team last season and it’s
just Cassidy and I this time,
so it’ll be interesting to see
how everything is set up.
I'm also excited to meet
new people.”

Vincent bowled a 612
series over her first three
games, throwing back-to-
back scores of 212 and 215
before cooling off with a
185. The junior cracked
openaseries-best234 inthe
fourthround and concluded
the tournament with scores
of 151 and 170 to seal a
sectional bid.

Senior Anahi Alanis
finished 32nd overall witha

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Rochelle Lady Hub varsity bowlers Makenzie Liezert (left) and Cassidy Vincent
(right) qualified out of the IHSA Rockford East Regional on Saturday. The two will
compete in the IHSA Sycamore Sectional on Saturday, Feb. 10.

978 series and a high score
of 182, while sophomore

Kylie McCullough took

33rd overall with a 975

series and a high score of

189. Senior Faith Adams

rounded out the Rochelle
lineup with an 863 series
and a 174 high score.
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Ordering online is
easy when you use
our QR Code!

We are Proud to Support
% the Rochelle Hubs! .
815.562.7300
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up

() wisdl e

1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL - vii helle.com E3

Hello,
neighbor!

¢ Please stop by and say, “Hi!
fmlooking forward to serving your needs forinsurance and
finanda serv

Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

o StateFarm-
& 4
DLX Medical

ncial s
Likea A&o ighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL METODAY.

Caring for your e A.ams], o

family’s health from _
infant to adults.

For appointment, please call

815-227-9594

1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068
Most Insurance Accepted

Local People Providing Local Service

@%ewe

MUNICIPAL UTILITIES

Wateris\Waste\Water:
Electrici:’Communications

Phone: 815-562-4155
Fax: 815-562-5861

www.rmu.net

 CENTRAL
'ILLINOIS
LOAN

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto - Home Improvement - Vacation
Jami Hackman e Tonia Holland

81575614035!

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

of
" ” N . gl
All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies. g

@ MORTON
BUILDINGS

Ifyou can dream it, we can build it.

COTLRA ] T Faip | 4

Rochelle Sales Office * Hwy. 251 N. ¢ 877-613-3050

Rhelle

Community Hospital
Your Local Healthcare Resource.

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181
www.rochellehospital.com

MEYER

FURNITURE & FLOORING

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792
www.meyersfurniture.com

FREE
ESTIMATES!

Brung "=

Construction, Inc.  Established 1897

* Residential
& Commercial
Concrete
¢ Additions

815-561-0099

Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

The businesses featured on this page are

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by patronizing their businesses.

WE SUPPORT OUR HUBS!

HUB 5P

OTLIGHT

— COLLEGE

Q: How many years have you
been playing this sport?
A: 10 years.
Q: What do you enjoy most
about this sport?
A: Being able to be around
friends.
Q: What is your favorite school
subject and why?
A: Math because I'm really good
at it and I like it.
Q: Who is your favorite
athlete and why?

A: Travis Kelce because he's a
very funny guy, he's good at the
sport he plays and he works hard.
Q: Who is your biggest role
model and why?

Josh
Lassiter
Year: Freshman

Sport: Wrestling

Q: How many years have you
been playing this sport?
A: This is my seventh year.
Q: What do you enjoy most
about this sport?
A: Competing with my
teammates.
Q: What is your favorite
school subject and why?
A: Lunch because it s easy.
Q: Who is your favorite
athlete and why?
A: LeBron James because he
inspires me.
Q: Who is your biggest role

KISHWAUi(E.E ¢ Co STRUCTION, INC.

Small or Big Construction Jobs, We Do Them All!

Queens Trucking

322 Errett Road, Rochelle
815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

Plumbing,
Water Heate

621 Firs

Lic# 055-013999

We Aimfor On Time, Evey Time! {228 1 i et

The Trusted Trucking Company of Many Local Distributors and Manufacturers.

Brandin
Kirk

Year: Freshman

Sport: Wrestling

A: My dad because he's very good
at his work and I want to work
where he works.

Q: What is your dream job and
why?

A: To work at Intren because my
dad works there and I like
electrical work.

Q: Where would your dream
vacation be and why?

A: I'want to go to Italy.

Q: What is your favorite thing
about being a student-athlete at
RTHS?

A: 1 get to be coached by some of
the best coaches out there and 1
get to play with some of the best
athletes out there.

model and why?
A: Bobby Tourdot because he
pushes me.
Q: What is your dream job and
why?
A: To be a coach so I can keep
wrestling.
Q: Where would your dream
vacation be and why?
A: The Bahamas because I think
its nice there.

Q: What is your favorite thing
about being a student-athlete at
RTHS?

A: The team is my favorite part.

We were Voted Mid-West Truckers

" Authentic Homemade Mexican Food

Carry-out & Catering Available

& Construction Inc ﬂ
(815) 561-7576

ERSON

& HEATING, INC.

Heating & Cooling
rs, Water Softeners,

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters,
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

t Ave., Rochelle
(815) 562-878%

227 E. Rt 38 * Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706

www.rochellechiropractic.com

Now Accepting New Patients!

Alfano’s

Pizzeria and Italian Restauran

Taste The TRADITION
Taste The DIFFERENCE

Dine-In « Carry Out » Home Delivery
1115 TURKINGTON TERRACE, ROCHELLE ;

815-562-3312

JOHNSON
TRACTOR

SALES « PARTS « SERVICE

200 Steward Road
800.262.1680

www.johnsontractor.com |

HUB-REMSEN

PRINT GROUP
101 Maple Ave ® Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 ¢ hub-remsen.com

D

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945”

Berg-Johnson
A\ Electric

\2 FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed and Insured

Residential ¢ Gommercial ¢ Industrial

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937

500 Cleveland Avenue
e & County’s
o _ only

GM Dealer!

* Rental Cars

We are
Ogle

+ Collision Repair
+ 24 Hour Towing + Maintenance On All Makes
+ New/Preowned Vehicles and Models
+ Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

/ A Auto Group
JEFF PERRY

L7 ==mmes GMe Jeep

7
815-562-8787 Viuww.jeffperry(hevrolet.com

Busy Schedule?
Leave the cooking to us.

+ Large menu of foods

+ Rochelle’s famous chicken
by the dinner or bucket

« Hand dipped ice cream »#* G
(16 flavors) w

PN GOUNIRYGEHOUI

= DRIVE-IN RESTAURANT £
251 N. ROCHELLE - 562-6039

Stillman

BANK

GO HUBS!

¥

Earning Your Trust Since 1882
www.stillmanbank.com

S

G0OO0D LUCK HUBS
FROM YOUR FANS AT:

HAYDEN
ReaL JJEsmate

815-562-2111 Y hre@haydenreinc.com
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RMS Girls Basketball
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(PHOTOS BY ROBIN RETHWILL)

Seventh and eighth- graders take the court in North Central Junior Conference action

The Rochelle Middle School Lady Royal basketball teams took the court this past week for games against Belvidere South and Burlington Central. The seventh-graders
cruised over Belvidere South 41-1 and the eighth-graders fell against Burlington Central 39-21. Above, Kaliyah Cathina (left) grabs a rebound and Madison Ludwig
(right) dribbles around a defender. Below, Elise Hardcastle (left), Chloe Escatel (center) and Alivia Law (right) all put shots up.

COMMUNITY BOARD

Need to get the word out about a
product or serwce you offer’
lee us a call at 815 562- 4171.

:-1 ;:We can reach over 9 000 homes’

¥ i_- ¥ Gutters, Rooﬁng&51d1ng

Plumbmg, Hmtmg

Advertlse Here

& Cooling s =
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e T et RO“FING o2 T Plumbing, Heating & Cooling ¥ PEMEAN L e,
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Heatig & Air oitioning
HULL

HVAC & Household Services ¢

FREE
ESTIMATES!

)

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Furnaces -  Air Conditioners -  Boilers B P““S
Duct Cleaning = Water Heaters Construction, I,
i = * Residential &
| PgClSlO;FCu;“alje 24/7 Emergency Commercial Concrete = B Structures
ean & LAee Service o Additi Ti
itions im & Roger Bruns, Owners b : :
s 8 5 0 0 Established 1997 We Speelallze le Portable/Quallt}i Bullt .Stor.a.ge Sheds
« Stock & Custom Design « Competitive Pricing
« Many Options Available « Site Preparation Available
Includes FREE carbon : 8 1 5-56 1 -655 1 81 5-561 -0099 See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015
monoxide test ' www.Hull[HVAC.com Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured

Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet
779.861.3542
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ASHTON NEWS

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
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Ashton-Franklin Center Elementary School part|C|pates in GIobaI School Play Day

On Feb. 1, students at Ashton-Franklin Center Elementary School participated in Global School Play Day today where they played for one hour. Students were allowed
to bring anything they wished to play with without batteries or electricity. Students played without screens or structure for the hour, and the exercise aids in social,
emotional, communication, cognitive, creative and physical needs.

Lee County Farm Bureau Foundation scholarships offered

AMBOY — Applica-
tions for the Lee County
Farm Bureau Foundation
Scholarships are now avail-
able onthe Lee County Farm
Bureau Foundation website,
www.lcfbfoundation.org.
Applicants must be a Lee
County Farm Bureau mem-
ber or dependent of a Lee
County Farm Bureau mem-
ber in good standing and
be pursuing a major in an
agricultural or agricultural-
related field of study inhis or
her college curriculum (ac-

credited college, university
or community college) for
fall 2024.

The Lee County Farm
Bureau Foundation
scholarship(s) for area high
school seniors, will be in
the amount of $1,500. The
number of scholarships
awarded will be determined
based on number of quali-
fied applicants and upon the
availability of funds.

The Larry J. Green Me-
morial scholarship will be
one (1) scholarship in the

amount of $1,500 to a high
school senior.

The Gentry Family Agri-
culture Scholarship will be
one (1) scholarship in the
amount of $1,500 to a high
school senior.

The Lee County Farm
Bureau Foundation will
also offer one (1) $1,500
scholarship to a current
undergraduate student.

The Sylvan & Virginia
Leffelman “Leave a Leg-
acy” Scholarship will be
one (1) $1,000 scholarship

to a student seeking post-
secondary educationinclud-
ing Trade School.

The Lee County Farm
Bureau Foundationhasalso
established a scholarship,
ranging from $500-1,000
to a student attending Sauk
Valley Community College
and participating in their
new ag program.

The Lee County Farm
Bureau Foundation also
offers a Veterinary Scholar-
ship which will award up to
$2,500 for students enroll-

ing in their third or fourth
year in veterinary School
concentrating in large ani-
mal studies.

The mission of the Lee
County Farm Bureau Foun-
dationisto fundand encour-
age ag related educational
opportunities to the youth
of Lee County through
programsincluding scholar-
ships, Books by the Bushel,
and Ag in the Classroom.
Complete details on eligi-
bility for consideration and
criteria for awarding the

scholarship are detailed in
the scholarship application.
To obtain an application
visit the Lee County Farm
Bureau Foundation’s web-
site, www.lcfbfoundation.
org, or if you have any
questions, please contactthe
Lee County Farm Bureau
office by phone, (815) 857-
3531 or by email, leecfb@
comcast.net.

Applications are due to
the Lee County Farm Bu-
reau office by no later than
Feb. 15.

AFC Lady Raider basketball team scores four victories

ASHTON — The Ash-
ton-Franklin Center varsity
girls basketball team played
a nail-biter against Hinck-
ley-BigRock on Friday, Jan.
26, winning 39-35. Brianna
Gonnerman led the Lady
Raiders with 16 points,
while Alexis Schwarz and
Taylor Jahn each added 11
points in the victory.

The Ashton-Franklin
Center varsity girls bas-
ketball team fell just short
against Orangeville on
Tuesday, Jan. 30, conceding
a 48-42 loss despite seven
different Lady Raider play-
ers scoring points. Brianna
Gonnerman led the team
with 12 points, while Reese
Polk and Cameryn Winter-

land each tallied six points.
Alexis Schwarz, Taylor
Jahn and Claire Freeman
each finished with five
points, while Audree Dorn
rounded out the lineup with
three points.

The Ashton-Franklin
Center varsity girls basket-
ballteam cruised fora61-12
win over Milledgeville on

Wednesday, Jan. 31. Taylor
Jahn exploded for 30 points
inthevictory, while Brianna
Gonnermanadded 12 points
and Audree Dorn chipped
in five points. Cameryn
Winterland also scored five
points and Jersey Sprague
totaled four points for the
Lady Raiders.

The Ashton-Franklin

Center varsity girls bas-
ketball team coasted for a
49-15 win over Earlville on
Thursday, Feb. 1. Brianna
Gonnerman led the Lady
Raiders with 16 points,
while Taylor Jahn added 11
points and Alexis Schwarz
totaled 10 points. Cameryn
Winterland scored eight
points.

The Ashton-Franklin
Center varsity girls basket-
ball team outlasted Amboy
for a 32-27 win on Satur-
day, Feb. 4. Taylor Jahn
and Cameryn Winterland
each scored nine points for
the Lady Raiders, while
Brianna Gonnerman added
eight points in the win over
the Clippers.

Rueff named to Elmhurst University’s fall 2023 dean’s list

ELMHURST — Over 950 Elmhurst University students were named to the fall 2023 dean’s list, including Olivia Rueff of Franklin Grove. The dean’s list is composed
of students who during the term concerned, attained a grade-point average of 3.75 or higher (out of a possible 4.0).

LIBRARIES

Mills and Petrie
Memorial Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

IMONTIY A

Bar/Restaurant

Ralphie and Lulu’s

812 Main St., Ashton
815-453-2103

Community Building

Mills and Petrie Memorial
Building
Hourly, daily rentals for
your event
815-973-8397

Funeral Home
Beverage Lyons Funeral
Home
601 Richardson Ave.,
Ashton, 815-453-2441
beveragefamilyth.com

—‘---
-; ‘--

¥4
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Insurance

Bradford Victor-Adams

Mutual Insurance
Company

=
HARDWARE STORE

Mills and Petrie

120 W. South St., Franklin
Grove
815-456-2334

Public Librar

Mills and Petrie Memorial

Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

Memorial Building

Call 815-973-8762 for building

rental information
Basketball, volleyball and pickle ball courts
Great for birthday parties, bridal showers,
family reunions etc.
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101
LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT

COURT OF THE

FIFTEENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OGLE COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF:))
MARJORIE E. COL-
LINS, Deceased. )
Case No. 2023PR67

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the
death of MARJORIE E.
COLLINS of Polo, Ogle
County, lllinois.
Letters of Office were
issued on November
2nd 2023 to JEFFREY
COLLINS whose ad-
dress is 16994 West
Canada Road, Polo,
IL 61064, and whose
attorney is DAVID D.
TESS of Tess, Crull
& Arnquist, LLC, P.O.
Box 68, Rochelle, Ogle
County, lllinois 61068.
Claims against the Es-
tate may be filed in the
Office of the Clerk of the
Circuit Court of the Ogle
County  Courthouse,
Oregon, IL 61061, or
with the representative,
or both, within six (6)
months from the date
of the first publication
of this claim notice and
any claim not filed with-
in that period is barred.
Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be
mailed or delivered
to the representative
and to the Attorney
within ten (10) days af-
ter it has been filed.
Witness, January 15,
2024
RUSSELL A. CRULL
Prepared by:
TESS, CRULL & ARN-
QUIST, LLC
P.O. Box 68
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8754 Phone
(815) 562-3412 Fax
Collins122123vp
No. 0128
(Jan. 24, 31 and Feb. 7,
2024)

101
LEGAL NOTICE

This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate all  ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate  all  ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.”

113
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies that do
business by phone
can’t ask you to pay for
credit before you get it.
For more information,
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from  your
hometown  newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

119
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate  all  ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.”

127
SERVICES AND
REPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn
Care and Tree Work.
Mowing, bushes, spring
clean up, weeding
and much more. Call
Jeremy Furman 815-
761-9619. Please leave

Classified

a message will return
call ASAP. Fully insured,
in business since 1999.
Servicing Rochelle and
surrounding areas.

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL,

unless  licensed  or
holding a permit as a
childcare facility, may
cause to be published
any advertisement
soliciting a child care
service. A childcare
facility that is licensed
or operating under a
permit issued by the
Illinois Department of
Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed or
issued a permit. Your
Hometown Newspaper
strongly urges any
parent or guardian to
verify the validity of the
license of any facility
before placing a child
in its care.

301
ANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY:
Vintage Metal and
Wood  Signs, Milk
Bottles & Local
Advertising, Oak
Icebox, Iron Door Stop
and Antique Lighting...
Call Dick Harms at
815-562-2928 or email
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED:
| pay cash for antiques;
furniture,  glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin
& iron toys, sterling
silver, decoys. If it’s
antique, I'm interested
in looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or email
dickharms@hotmail.
com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper
-$3 per Bundle. End
Roll- Cost Depends
on Weight of Roll.
Available Monday-
Friday 815-562-4171
(8AM-NOON  ONLY)
Rochelle News Leader.

SPLIT Firewood For
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised herein is
subject to the Federal
Fair ~ Housing  Act,
which makes it illegal
to advertise any
preference, limitation
or discrimination based
on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or  national
origin, or intention
to make any such
preferences, limitation
or discrimination. We will
not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate
which is in violation of
the law. All persons are
hereby informed that
dwellings advertised are
available on an equal
opportunity basis.

HILLCREST -

CRESTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad

GET DO/

WITH YOUR BLOOD PRESSURE "

Check it every day. Self-monitoring is power.

2 o AMA

:I::I:iuﬂﬂn AMERICAN MEDICAL e
i ASSOCIATION

In partnership with HHS Office of Minority Health and Health Resources and Services
Administration under cooperative agreements CPIMP211227 and CPIMP211228,

307

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEW MILFORD
REFRIGERATION

NEW, USED
SCRATCH & DENT
¢ Refrigerators ¢ Freezers

¢ Washers/Dryers ¢ Stoves

We also carry a
large selection
of refurbished

appliances with a
warranty.

6331 11th Street, Rockford

815-262-3900....... .

\%
s

=

Visit: ManageYourBP.org

Or scan code
for more.

Real Journalism.
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(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

The Rochelle Hub varsity wrestling team saw 10 athletes earn medals during the IHSA 2A Rochelle Regional on Saturday. Above from left to right are Deegan
Schabacker, Freddie Hernandez, Brock Metzger, Keagan Albers, Kaiden Morris, Xavier Villalobos, Grant Gensler, Tommy Tourdot, Brenden Voight and Roman Villalobos.

TITLE: Rochelle wrestlers win IHSA 2A Regional on Saturday afternoon

From page 1

“It’s a big deal for us
and we’ve been preaching
all year that we’re looking
forward to making a run
to the team state meet and
doing something great,”
Villalobos said. “It feels
good to prove ourselves as
we look to accomplish that
goal. My keys were on of-
fense and keeping the pace
up. I was able to get my
opponents moving to where
[ was able to be successful.
[’'mlooking forward tomore
time in the room with this
team. These guys and this
community are like family.”

Junior Grant Gensler
(34-5) brought home Ro-
chelle’s third regional title
of the afternoon, rolling
through the 165-pound
bracket after a first-round
bye and two victories.
Gensler earned a fall over
Sycamore’s Adam Carrick
in the semifinal round and
held off Rockford East’s
Malachi Cannon for a 5-0
decision in the finals, scor-
ing four first-period points
to emerge victorious.

“It means a lot because
we’ve worked hard to get
this done and we were able
to come out and execute,”
Gensler said. “We’ve been
drilling hard in the room
and my drilling partner
Brenden [Voight] has been
great. Ourcoacheshavealso
been giving me extra help
when they can. I’'m excited
for some good competition

at the dual-team sectional
and it should be good fun.”

Junior Kaiden Morris
(35-3) rounded out Ro-
chelle’sregional champions
with a first-place finish
in the 215-pound weight
class on Saturday. Morris
took a first-round bye into
the semifinals, where he
worked forasecond-period
fall against Rockford East’s
Orion Losiniecki. Morris
faced Sycamore’s Gable
Carrick in the finals, using
a big first period to emerge
with a 10-2 major decision.
Morris held a 6-0 lead after
a takedown and two two-
point near falls in the first
period.

“My goals coming in
were to win individually
and as ateam,” Morris said.
“Getting those goals feels
greatand itsetsusup for the
next few weeks. I worked
with coach [Tyler] Baker
a few times in practice this
week and I’ve been dealing
with a little bit of a knee
injury, butIwas ableto push
the pace in my matches and
confidence was a big thing
for me. I’'m excited for the
dual team sectional because
it’s something new and we
aren’t really sure what to
expect.”

Rochelle scored 190.5
points to finish first out of
eightschoolsintheregional
tournament. The Hubs
advanced 10 individuals
to the IHSA 2A Sycamore
Sectional, which will be
held from Feb. 9-10 at

-
-
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(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

The Rochelle Hub varsity wrestling team crowned four individual champions on Saturday. Above from left to
right are Freddie Hernandez, Kaiden Morris, Grant Gensler and Xavier Villalobos.

Sycamore High School.
Rochelle ended Saturday’s
regional tournament with
three second-place medal-
ists including sophomore
132-pounder Deegan Scha-

backer (17-17), sopho-
more 144-pounder Bren-
den Voight (28-7) and
senior 190-pounder Brock
Metzger (30-4).

The Hubs also qualified

three third-place medal-
ists including sophomore
113-pounder Keagan Albers
(22-17),senior 120-pounder
Tommy Tourdot (27-5) and
sophomore 175-pounder

Roman Villalobos (28-15).
Freshman 138-pounder
Josh Lassiter (15-18) and
freshman 150-pounder An-
gel Hernandez (9-21) each
went 1-2 over three bouts.

NIU BASKETBALL

ON SALE NOW!

MEN’S BASKETBALL

PRICES START AT

SINGLE GAME TICKETS

WOMEN'’S BASKETBALL
PRICES START AT

GET YOUR TICKETS TODRY!
815-753-7225 | NIUHUSKIES.COM

BASKETBALL



