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MALTA — On Dec. 12, Yn-
gve “Morry” Johnson, a World 
War II veteran and longtime 
Malta/Creston-area corn, soy-
bean and livestock farmer, passed 
away at the age of 99. 

Johnson’s military service 
included serving in the US Army 
during World War II in the Pacific 
Front from April 3, 1944 to April 
11, 1946. 

He saw basic training in Fort 
Custer, Michigan and combat 
engineer training in Fort Lewis, 
Washington. He sailed on a liberty 
ship from Fort Lewis to Enewetak 
Island then onto Okinawa Island, 
where he drove a truck haul-
ing rock to extend the existing 
runway so that damaged     B-29 
bombers returning from Japan 
could land rather than ditch in the 

ocean. After the war ended, he 
was sent to Korea to help rebuild 
after the Japanese destruction 
from their invasion of Korea.

On April 6, 1944, Johnson 
left Sycamore for the U.S. Army 
induction center at Fort Sheridan, 
Illinois. Later the same day, he 
boarded a train for Fort Custer, 
Michigan, where he endured six 
weeks of basic training. Because 
of his photographic memory, he 
was selected to become a combat 
military policeman and spent 
another nine weeks of advanced 
training in small arms from the 
Colt 1911 pistol to the 50-caliber 
machine gun.

Johnson’s son, Kevin, said that 
during basic training, Yngve was 
asked to walk through a room 
and later identify everything he 
saw in it. 

See page 5

Johnson, WWII veteran and longtime 
area farmer, passes away at age 99

Yngve “Morry’ Johnson
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From page 4

After he scored well, his 
photographic memory came 
to light. That skill would help 
him through the remainder of 
his life, especially with build-
ing his farming expertise. 

Johnson then boarded a 
train to Fort Lewis with 300 
other recruits. As they ap-
proached Three Forks, Mon-
tana, a box car axle caught fire 
and the car was left on a spur 
in Three Forks. After arrival 
at Fort Lewis, the new com-
mander was informed that all 
their records were left in three 
Forks, Montana, on a box car. 
It was decided that the recruits 
would get a 10-day pass plus 
travel time until the situation 
could be sorted out.

When Johnson arrived back 
at Fort Lewis after his short 
vacation, he was transferred 
to the 1778th Engineer Head-
quarters Service Company 
and trained for 12 weeks as 
a combat engineer, due to 

the fact that the records were 
never found.

After all training, Johnson 
boarded a liberty ship with 
1,200 other troops. The ship 
was loaded beyond capacity, 
so it was unable to keep up with 
the convoy. It took the ship 41 
days to get to Okinawa with a 
10-day layover in Anowetok 
waiting for destroyer escorts 
because of the threat of Japa-
nese submarines.

Both that delay and the one 
caused by the records loss 
may have saved Yngve’s life, 
as troops that arrived earlier 
suffered numerous casualties.

Once the ship arrived at 
Okinawa, they anchored in 
Naha Harbor. While anchored, 
Johnson saw an LST (landing 
ship tank) number 1405. On 
this ship was his brother, Bert. 
Yngve commandeered a dingy 
with the help of a sailor and 
visited his brother for about 
four hours. With 16 million 
Americans serving in WWII 
and almost 11,000 ships. 

Yngve “Morry’ Johnson

Johnson was lucky enough 
to anchor right next to his 
brother’s ship.

While on Okinawa, John-

son started his rock hauling 
work. 

See page 6
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From page 5

The trucks were under con-
stant sniper fire day and night, 
and while driving one night, 
Yngve became disoriented and 
drove into a large pothole, which 
caused him to injure his back. 
Five vertebrae were compressed 
and this ended his truck driving. 
He was then tasked to oversee the 
motor pool from behind a desk, 
which he did up until V-J day.

Johnson’s children, Kevin, 
Yvonne, Brenda, Brent and 
Wanda, did not hear much about 
his service in their early years, 
though the Johnson family al-
ways placed a large emphasis 
on supporting the military and 
patriotism. 

“I was always so grateful 
after I found out everything he 
had been through for the country 
and what could have happened 
to him,” Brenda said. “Mom and 
dad were all about patriotism and 
celebrated every holiday.”

See page 8
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From page 6

At Yngve’s funeral, a strong 
presence was shown by the 
military, including U.S. Navy 
sailors, Army soldiers from 
Chicago that came to present the 
flag, and the color guard from 
the Rochelle VFW Post. 

Decades after his service, ap-
preciation meant a lot to Yngve 
Johnson. 

“My dad loved to eat at 
Butterfly,” Brenda said. “Once 
we had a family come over 
and thank him for his service 
after they saw the hat he was 
wearing. He was so proud of 
that. He was very humble. You 
could tell being thanked meant 
something to him.”

Johnson’s three years in the 
military were the only years he 
spent away from the farm during 
his 99 years of life. That was 
something he always bragged 
about. 

Johnson started farming as 
a young boy. He saw the agri-
culture industry revolutionized, 

and was witness to self-driving 
tractors and GPS in his later 
years after plowing fields behind 
horses in his early years of life. 

“He was just totally over-
whelmed with the technol-
ogy and how farming had 
progressed over his 99 years,” 
Kevin Johnson said. “He almost 
started to not like how much of 
the work and learning had been 
cut out of it. Things were dif-
ficult when he started. He took 
care of a family of six and had 
to make ends meet with jobs off 
the farm.”

Despite being busy with the 
work on his own farm, Yngve 
Johnson was always willing to 
help out neighboring farmers 
when they were in need. 

“When they needed some-
thing, they always knew they 
could pick the phone up and 
call my father and he’d be right 
there,” Kevin said. “He’d be in 
the middle of planting and he’d 
stop planting corn and help the 
neighbor plant corn. That’s just 
how he was.”

Brenda recalled her father 
being up earlier and out working 
later than the rest of the family 
and taking him meals out to 
the field late at night with her 
mother. That work ethic was 
passed down to the Johnson 
children, she said. 

Up until his Yngve’s passing, 
each spring and fall he would sit 
in the barn with his son and talk 
about farming. That was when 
he would impart the knowledge 

he built up over 99 years. 
“It was unbelievable,” Kevin 

Johnson said. “And then the 
neighboring farmers would al-
ways come around. They’d ask 
my dad what he thought. That 
happened up until he passed 
away. He had a photographic 
memory. That’s why he had all 
that knowledge that he shared 
with all the neighboring farm-
ers. Once he saw something, he 
never forgot it.”

“It was unbelievable. And then the 
neighboring farmers would always 
come around. They’d ask my dad 
what he thought. That happened 
up until he passed away. He had a 
photographic memory. That’s why 
he had all that knowledge that he 
shared with all the neighboring 
farmers.”

Kevin Johnson
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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Kennay 
Farms Distilling in Rochelle 
has collaborated with The De-
Long Company and its Grown 
Climate Smart program to 
showcase the use of sustainable 
grain in its spirits. 

The distillery that now re-
sides in the renovated former 
space of the Hub Theater has 
been using certified sustain-
able grains since its inception, 
and the Kennay family farm 
has been certified sustainable 
for the past eight years. The 
collaboration with the Grown 
Climate Smart program will see 
a logo placed on Kennay Farms 
Distilling bottles to differenti-
ate them on the market and give 
consumers a chance to cham-
pion sustainable products. 

The DeLong Co. is a sixth-

generation, family-owned 
agribusiness with headquarters 
in Clinton, Wisconsin and 
many grain facilities in Illi-
nois. Grown Climate Smart is 
a $40 million program funded 
by the USDA’s $3.1 billion 
Climate-Smart Commodities 
grant that was awarded to The 
DeLong Co. 

The Grown Climate Smart 
program works with farmers 
on promoting and incentivizing 
sustainable farming practices 
such as cover crops, reduced 
or no-till, nutrient manage-
ment plans and windbreaks. 
Throughout 2023 it enrolled 
over 160 growers throughout 
11 states and sent out over 
$6.5 million worth of incen-
tives directly to farmers doing 
sustainable practices.

The second part of The 
DeLong Co.’s grant work will 
involve building and develop-

Kennay Farms Distilling partners with Grown Climate 
Smart program to show commitment to sustainability

ing a market that commands 
a premium for products made 
with sustainably-grown and 
produced grain, such as the 
spirits sold by Kennay Farms 
Distilling, The DeLong Co. 
Brand and Marketing Manager 
Dylan Vaca said. 

“Part of that is the consum-
ers need to know what they’re 

buying and purchasing,” Vaca 
said. “That’s how this partner-
ship and collaboration came 
to be. We realized that we had 
to work with a distillery like 
this that has consumer-facing 
products that utilize sustainable 
grains and ingredients.” 

See page 10
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From page 9

“We’re really excited about 
working with companies that 
have products out there for 
consumers to purchase, to get 
them to think about their moral 
compass of what they want 
to buy. Sustainably-marked 
products are a huge market 
right now.”

Vaca said The DeLong Co. 
has done similar partnerships 
with other distilleries in the past 
that have seen “great success 
and feedback.” He said that 
17.3 percent of products on the 
market are currently marked 
as sustainable or something 
similar to it, but those products 
make up one third of all product 
growth. 

“We think that’s really inter-
esting,” Vaca said. “It’s becom-
ing more and more common. 
We realize that we can’t be the 
only one. There need to be a lot 
of players that come together 
and find a sustainable market. 
It’s getting there.”

Kennay Farms Distilling 
Owner Rick Kennay said 
that he wanted his farm to go 
through the sustainability cer-
tification process eight years 
ago to keep soil in place and 
improve it through reduced 
tillage.

“From a farmer’s stand-
point, you have to keep the 
soil in place,” Kennay said. 
“If you lose your soil, you lose 
your productivity. That was my 
number-one goal, keeping the 
soil in place. The number-two 
goal is to improve the soil that’s 
there. God put it there. It’s my 
job to be a steward for a short 
period of time of 50 years or so. 
I want to improve what’s there. 
I think we can do that and still 
be a productive farmer. It’s kind 
of a dual role. You want to be 
a productive farmer and keep 
that soil in place. I think we 
can do both. That’s what we’re 
attempting to do. Improve what 
we do and keep what’s already 
there.”

Due to the fact that it was 

already using sustainable 
grain, the collaboration and 
recognition won’t require any 
changes in the ways Kennay 
Farms Distilling produces its 
products. 

“That’s the nice part about 
it,” Vaca said. “A lot of times 
we might talk to another 
company or business and 
there’s difficulties about 
changing their supply chains 

and ingredients and sourcing 
sustainable grains. The nice 
thing about this partnership 
is there’s ultimately nothing 
they need to change. They’ve 
already gone through that 
journey of becoming sustain-
able. We’re really excited 
about it and creating a dif-
ferentiator in the market that 
shows a difference and why 
this product is better.”
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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

OGLE COUNTY — In 
a word, Ogle County Farm 
Bureau Manager Ron Kern 
called the year that was 2023 
“surprising” for farmers in 
Ogle County. 

After a drought hit the 
county over the summer of 
2023, farmers were concerned 
for what yields harvest time 
would bring. Kern said on 
average, yields turned out to be 
“good to excellent,” perform-
ing “exceedingly better” than 
anyone anticipated. 

“Nobody wants to put in the 
time of planting a crop to end 
up with poor yields at the end 
of the year,” Kern said. “I think 
most farmers were just really 
pleasantly surprised with their 
final numbers. Regardless of 
what prices are, it’s always 
good to have a crop to sell 
at the end of the year. I think 

farmers were surprised and 
happy with the final numbers.”

As Ogle County farmers 
head into another year and 
planting season, Kern said he 
is hoping to see more moisture 
before April and May. He said 
moisture levels have been 
short for the past three years 
of weather in the area. 

Snowfall levels have been 
lower in Ogle County over the 
past few winters, including so 
far this season. 

“But we haven’t had any 
frost in the ground yet either 
this year,” Kern said. “At least 
the recent rain we’ve gotten in 
the last month or so has gone 
into the ground and recharged 
the topsoil. I’m sure at some 
point we’ll get cold enough to 
have frost. We’ve been able to 
pick up rain so far if it hasn’t 
run off. Whether it’s rain or 
snow, we need to pick up our 
normal amount of moisture 
that we should be picking up 

A ‘surprising’ year in 2023 for agriculture in Ogle County

for January through March.” 
Outside of the fields, Kern 

said commodity prices are still 
“sagging behind” and demand 
has been stagnant, impacting 
markets for farmers. Kern 
would like to see those situ-
ations improve in the coming 
months. 

The new year will see a new 
federal farm bill, which takes 
place every five years.

“Farmers need some se-
curity in a farm bill in order 
to have some type of feeling 
of security that they’re going 
to be able to farm without 
farming themselves out of 
business,” Kern said. “The 
crop insurance component in a 
farm bill is huge for producers 
these days.” 

See page 12
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From page 11

“People need to understand 
that the crop insurance com-
ponent has replaced all of the 
disaster programs and things like 
that of the past. Now you have the 
federal government and farmers 
as partners in this thing. Being 
able to take out crop insurance to 
be able to protect against disasters 
is huge for producers.”

The Illinois Farm Bureau 
recently elected a new president, 
Ogle County and Polo livestock 
farmer Brian Duncan, who brings 
years of farm bureau leadership 
experience at both the county and 
state levels.

“I think for all of our folks here 
locally in Ogle County, there’s a 
sense of pride in knowing that one 
of our own local farmers could 
ascend to this position to lead the 
largest farm organization in the 
state and one of the largest farm 
organizations in the country,” 
Kern said. 

See page 13
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From page 12

“Brian has always been a 
critical thinker and a motivated 
leader. I think that his tenure 
with the IFB is going to help 
move the organization forward 
in a very positive way. And I 
think as an organization, we’re 
fortunate to have a leader who 
is as hands-on and involved 
in the membership as Brian is 
going to be.”

Kern has a wishlist for Ogle 
County farmers that he would 
like to see at the start of 2024 
ahead of planting season. 

“I’d love to see more mois-
ture out in our fields,” Kern 
said. “We want to see more 
global demand for commodi-
ties to start pushing prices 
back up. I want to see fertil-
izer prices and fuel prices stay 
nice and low. Farmers today 
tend to pre-price inputs like 
fuel and fertilizer early in the 
year and lock in prices. I don’t 
know what those contacts look 
like exactly. But if someone is 

contracting out fuel right now, 
the fact that prices have gone 
down lately is going to help. 
The price of fertilizer is also 
lower now than it was a couple 
of years ago. I would say it’s 
stabilizing now.”

Workshop
The Young Leaders in Car-

roll, Ogle, Lee, Stephenson 
and Winnebago-Boone County 
Farm Bureaus are hosting Dr. 
Ron Hanson for a farm suc-
cession workshop on Feb. 29 
at the White Pines Lodge. The 
evening will begin at 6 p.m. 
followed by Dr. Hanson’s 
presentation.

His program is titled “Avoid-
ing the mistakes of a farm suc-
cession planning train wreck; 
and empowering families to 
succeed in farm succession.” 
His six-step program will guide 
you through the emotional 
pitfalls families face when 
deciding how to structure their 
succession plan for success.

Cost for the program is $50 

per person. This program is 
open to farm bureau member 
families only in Carroll, Ste-
phenson, Ogle, Lee and Win-
nebago Counties. Seats will be 
reserved for the first 125 who 
register.

To make your reservation 
either call the Ogle County 
Farm Bureau at 815-732-2231; 
or email cfb@ogle.comcastbiz.
net

All reservations must be 
made no later than Feb. 15.
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Mid-West Truckers 
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 Northern Region 
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of the year 2022.

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

POLO — Ogle County 
livestock farmer Brian Duncan 
of Polo was elected the new 
president of the Illinois Farm 
Bureau during the organiza-
tion’s annual meeting in Chi-
cago, Dec. 2-4. 

Duncan, who replaces the 
retiring Richard Guebert Jr., 
previously served as the vice 
president of the IFB since 2017. 
He also served as president of 
the Ogle County Farm Bureau 
(OCFB) from 2004-2017, and 
on the American Farm Bureau 
Federation’s (AFBF) Swine 
Advisory Committee 2003-
2006, National Pork Producers 
Council Price Discovery Task 
Force, Ogle County Pork Pro-
ducers board of directors and the 
IFB Young Leaders Committee 

from 1990-1994. He was the 
IFB Discussion Meet winner 
in 1990 and Young Leader 
Achievement Award winner 
in 1999.

“It’s an incredible honor to 
have the trust of the delegates 
and members to serve in this 
position,” Duncan said. “We 
as an organization stand on the 
shoulders of giants. The people 
who founded this organization 
and have led throughout the 
years have left big shoes to fill. 
I’m excited about the challenges 
and the opportunities that will 
no doubt come before us in agri-
culture and as an organization.”

Duncan called the IFB’s 
work “incredibly important” 
for not just its members, but 
for agriculture as a whole. He 
said he’s looking forward to 
working with the IFB board of 
directors and team in Bloom-

Polo and Ogle County’s Duncan elected 
as new president of Illinois Farm Bureau

ington, county farm bureaus 
and members to find solutions 
to problems facing agriculture, 
along with meeting challenges 
and seizing opportunities. 

The experience of serving 
as vice president was “very 
rewarding” for Duncan. 

“I was very much hands on 

with the members and county 
farm bureaus and I listened to 
and helped them craft policy 
positions,” Duncan said. “The 
IFB is driven by the policy posi-
tions that the delegates take at 
our annual meeting.” 

See page 16
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“The vice president over-
sees that entire process. With 
it being that kind of hands-on 
experience, it was gratifying and 
important work and I continue 
to be impressed by the organiza-
tion, our structure and the hard 
work that goes on every day by 
our members at the county farm 
bureau level.”

Farm profitability, and any 
barriers facing that, will be the 
top priority for Duncan in his 
new IFB position. He mentioned 
continuing to build out the bio-
fuels market and encouraging a 
robust agenda for international 
trade as well. The IFB will be 
keeping a solid eye on regula-
tory burdens its members face 
and making sure regulations 
make sense and aren’t devel-
oped without stakeholder input. 

Duncan called 2023 “a trying 
year” for farmers in Illinois. De-
spite a drought that hit the state, 
crops were resilient and yields 
came through, including in his 

home of Ogle County. Duncan 
called the year challenging for 
hog, livestock and dairy farm-
ers and those challenges will 
continue into 2024, he said. 

“It was overall a challenging 
year,” Duncan said. “It was 
a year where we showed our 
resilience. But we go into 2024 
with some unresolved issues 
as we look at trade, biofuels 
and the overall demand for our 
products, whether it’s crops 
or protein, and trying to break 
down the barriers to increasing 
demand.” 

Duncan is a graduate of Sauk 
Valley Community College and 
an active member of Forreston 
Grove Presbyterian Church. He 
and his wife, Kelly, raise corn, 
soybeans, wheat, pigs and cattle 
on their farm near Polo; they 
have four children. Their son, 
Levi, and daughters, Sarah and 
Emma, are all part of the farm-
ing operation. 

Their youngest daughter, 
Molly, is a technician and crew 
leader for the Nature Conser-

vancy Nachusa grasslands near 
Rochelle.

Being IFB president means 
representing the entire state, but 
Duncan’s background, roots and 
family farm are in Ogle County. 
He will also represent livestock 
farmers in his new position, and 
he said he’s not sure when the 
last time was that a livestock 
farmer was IFB president. 

“Ogle County is obviously 
a livestock county,” Duncan 
said. “Northwest Illinois is a 
livestock territory. I am very 
sensitive to those issues and 
what they mean. Not only what 

they mean to livestock produc-
ers, but ultimately what they 
mean to crop farmers. Livestock 
is a very important component 
of crop demand. A vibrant 
livestock industry is one of the 
things that I’ll always look to 
promote. I represent the entire 
state, but my grounding and 
training was done at the Ogle 
County Farm Bureau. OCFB 
Manager Ron Kern and the 
past presidents there all guided 
and invested in me. I certainly 
will not forget that and will still 
have a strong connection to Ogle 
County.”
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BY DANIEL GRANT 
FARMWEEK

ILLINOIS once again 
produced some of the 
largest crops of any state 

in the nation despite drought 
and other weather challenges 
last year, according to USDA’s 
crop production report released 
Jan. 12.

Prairie State farmers pro-
duced 648 million bushels of 
soybeans in 2023 (down from 
2022 but the most of any state 
nationwide) and 2.27 billion 
bushels of corn (up slightly 
from the previous year and 
the second-most nationwide 
behind Iowa).

Statewide, yields averaged 
206 bushels per acre for corn 
in 2023 (up 3 bushels from the 
November estimate but down 8 
bushels from the 2022 record) 
and 63 bushels for beans (up 
2 bushels from November and 
even with last year).

The trend of higher-than-ex-
pected yields was also evident 
nationwide in USDA’s annual 
crop summary.

U.S. corn production was 
pegged at 15.3 billion bushels 
last year with an average yield 
of 177.3 bushels per acre, both 
records. Soybean production 
totaled 4.16 billion bushels 
last year (down 2% from 2022) 
with an average yield of 50.6 
bushels (up 1% from the previ-
ous year).

“It’s a bearish one this 
year, at least from the reaction 

so far,” Joe Camp, of Com-
mStock Investments, told the 
RFD Radio Network after the 
release of the report. “I think it 
was triggered first off by these 
higher yield estimates.”

USDA raised corn yield 
estimates from its previous re-
port by 9 bushels in Nebraska, 
4 bushels in Minnesota and 1 
bushel in Iowa, along with the 
boost in Illinois. Iowa finished 
with a final corn yield estimate 
of 203 bushels per acre while 
Indiana was right behind at 
201 bushels.

“Those are big states that 
really add extra production,” 
Camp said. “It’s hard to rec-
oncile after the year we had.

“No doubt this crop ended 
up better than we feared it was 
going to be,” he continued. 
“Still, to see states like Iowa be 
ahead of where they were a year 
ago is hard to put together.”

Futures prices for corn, soy-
beans and wheat all closed the 
week on a down note following 
the release of the report.

“It can be a relief this report 
is out of the way, with an out-
look toward higher seasonal 
prices normally leading us 
into spring,” Camp said. “But 
there’s nothing really friendly 
to talk about on this crop 
report.”

As for crop inventory, 
USDA pegged stocks in all 
positions as of Dec. 1 at 12.2 
billion bushels of corn (up 
13% from the previous year), 3 
billion bushels of beans (down 

Illinois ranks as No. 1 soy, No. 2 corn producing state for 2023

1%) and 1.41 billion bushels of 
wheat (up 8%).

USDA also released its 
winter wheat seedings report 
on Jan. 12. It pegged all winter 
wheat plantings for the 2024 
crop at 34.4 million acres, 
down 6% from the previous 
year.

Seedings of soft red winter 
wheat totaled 6.86 million 
acres, down 13% from 2023. 
But Illinois farmers bucked 

that trend and planted 860,000 
acres of winter wheat last fall, 
up 2% from the previous year 
and up significantly from 
650,000 acres in 2022, USDA 
reported.

This story was distributed 
through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Associa-
tion. For more food and farm-
ing news, visit FarmWeekNow.
com.
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BY TAMMIE SLOUP
FARMWEEK

FARM income is fore-
cast to shrink in 2023 
after climbing to record 

highs in 2022.
USDA’s Economic Research 

Service released its Farm Sector 
Income Forecast Nov. 30, which 
estimated net farm income to 
fall by $31.8 billion (17.4%) to 
$151.1 billion in 2023. Net farm 
income — a broad measure of 
profits — reached $182 billion in 
2022, increasing 30% from 2021.

In September, USDA esti-
mated net farm income at $141.3 
billion. (Net farm income reflects 
income after expenses from 
production in the current year 
and is calculated by subtracting 
farm expenses from gross farm 
income). The net farm income 
reflects overall lower crop and 
livestock cash receipts, increased 
input costs, higher interest rates 
and declining government pay-

ments.
“When grouped by com-

modity specialization, all farm 
businesses’ specializations ex-
cept cattle/calves, wheat and 
specialty crops are forecast to see 
lower average net cash income in 
2023,” the report stated. “Farms 
specializing in dairy are expected 
to see the largest decline relative 
to 2022.”

Although this year’s net farm 
income is expected to drop below 
last year’s record high, it’s still 
one of the best years on record 
for the farm sector, Agriculture 
Secretary Tom Vilsack said.

“In fact, net cash farm income 
for 2023 is 15% above average 
for the last two decades, and 
farm income over the 2021-2023 
period represents the highest 
level of farm income in the 
last 50 years,” Vilsack said in a 
statement.

U.S. agriculture exports have 
also seen the three highest years 
on record in 2021-2023, which is 

Farm income to drop from 2022 record

reflected in overall cash receipts, 
while 2024 is projected to be the 
fourth highest year on record de-
spite potential declines, he added.

“Even so, the data shows a 
majority of farm households rely 
on off-farm jobs to make ends 
meet, indicating that the income 
is not evenly distributed across 
the farm spectrum,” Vilsack said. 
“USDA will continue our efforts 
to bolster a complementary 
system that makes it possible 
for small- and mid-sized farms 
to benefit from more, new and 
better markets and climate smart 
agriculture opportunities so they 
can thrive.”

Total production expenses 
are forecast to increase by $14.9 
billion (3.5%) in 2023 to $443.4 
billion. Interest expenses and 
livestock/poultry purchases 
are expected to see the largest 
increases in 2023 while spend-
ing on fertilizer/lime/soil con-
ditioners, fuels/oils, and feed is 
expected to decline relative to 
2022.

“A bright spot for farmers 
is that some production costs, 
including feed, fertilizer and 

pesticides, have declined,” Vil-
sack said.

Farm sector equity is expected 
to increase by 6.9% ($229.4 
billion) in 2023 to $3.57 trillion 
in nominal terms. Farm sector 
assets are forecast to increase 
6.6% ($254 billion) in 2023 to 
$4.09 trillion following expected 
increases in the value of farm real 
estate assets. Farm sector debt is 
forecast to increase 5% ($24.6 
billion) in 2023 to $520.7 billion.

American Farm Bureau 
Federation Economist Daniel 
Munch noted in a recent Market 
Intel that farm income numbers 
for 2022 were not finalized until 
August 2023 and have been ad-
justed upward over $20 billion in 
the eight months since the year 
ended. During this time, USDA 
is digesting new information 
and data as it becomes avail-
able, shifting calculations from 
estimates to actual values.

This story was distributed 
through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Associa-
tion. For more food and farming 
news, visit FarmWeekNow.com.
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BY TAMMIE SLOUP
FARMWEEK

FARMING continues 
to be a family busi-
ness, with 97% of 

U.S. farms family-owned and 
accounting for 90% of farm 
production.

While most U.S. farms 
are small family farms (gross 
cash farm income less than 
$350,000), these farms operate 
on 46% of U.S. agricultural 
land and account for 19% of 
the total value of production.

Statistics like these are 
outlined in USDA’s 2023 
America’s Farms and Ranches 
at a Glance report released Dec. 
12. The annual report dives into 
U.S. farm characteristics using 
data collected from 19,100 
farms in 2022.

The survey was conducted 
by the National Agricultural 
Statistics Service and Eco-
nomic Research Service (ERS).

 Large-scale family farms 
(gross cash farm income of $1 
million or more) accounted for 
52% of the total value of pro-
duction and 25% of agricultural 
land in 2022. Midsize family 
farms (farm income between 
$350,000 and $999,999) ac-
counted for 21% of agricultural 
land and 19% of the total value 
of production.

“We can see large-scale 
family farms dominate the 
production of most commodi-
ties, including beef, hogs, cash 
grains and soybeans, cotton, 
dairy and specialty crops, and 
the remaining commodities, 
poultry and eggs and hay, 
small family farms and mid-
sized family farms dominate 
the production,” co-author and 
ERS Agricultural Economist 
Katherine Lacy said during a 
webinar.

Nonfamily farms accounted 
for the remaining 3% of farms, 
and 16% had a farm income of 
$1 million or more.

 Most small family farms 
have an operating profit mar-
gin (OPM), or share of gross 
income that is profit, of less 
than 10%, indicating poten-
tially more financial vulner-
ability, while most midsize, 
large and very large family 
farms reported OPMs above 
10% in 2022.

“Compared with 2021, the 
percentage of small family 
farms in the low-risk zone in-
creased or remained the same in 
2022,” according to the report. 
“All other farm types showed 
a decline in the percentage of 
farms in the low-risk zone in 
2022 relative to 2021.

“This could be due in part to 
the large increase in prices re-
ceived compared to the smaller 
increase in input costs in 2022, 
resulting in record-high net 
farm income,” according to the 
report. “However, these returns 
were not equally distributed 
across all commodities.”

 Farm households, in gen-
eral, were not considered low 
income or low wealth. In 2022, 
median farm household income 
(including both farm and off-
farm income sources) exceeded 
that for all U.S. households 
but was lower than the median 
income of all U.S. households 
with self-employment income.

As in previous years, the 
median total income of all 
U.S. family farm households 
($95,418) was greater in 2022 
than the median income of all 
U.S. households ($74,580). 
The median total household 
income for all family farms in 
2022 increased from $92,239 
in 2021.

“About 84% of all U.S. farm 
households earn the majority of 
their total household income 
from off-farm sources and 
often use off-farm income to 
cover some portion of farm 
expenses,” the report states. 

See page 20

ERS report details characteristics of U.S. farms
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“As farm size increases, the 
percentage of households relying 
on off-farm income decreases.”

And while self-employment 
and wage/salary jobs are the pri-
mary sources of off-farm income 
for farm households, unearned 
off-farm income sources (public 
and private pensions, interest and 
dividend payments, asset sales, 
Social Security payments, and 
other income sources) provide 
a significant share of off-farm 
income relative to total off-farm 
income.”

 Overall, 13% of farms partici-
pated in federal crop insurance in 
2022, with participation varying 
by commodity. About 62% of 
row crop farms purchased fed-
eral crop insurance. In contrast, 
9% of farms growing specialty 
crops purchased federal crop 
insurance.

Small family farms received 
78% of all payments from 
USDA’s Conservation Reserve 
Program, which removes envi-

ronmentally sensitive cropland 
from production and increasing-
ly enrolls grasslands in support of 
grazing operations. In contrast, 
62% of all Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) 
working-land program pay-
ments were received by midsize 
family farms, large-scale family 
farms, and nonfamily farms. 
These programs include NRCS’s 
Environmental Quality Incen-
tives Program and Conservation 
Stewardship Program, both 
of which incentivize adopting 
certain agricultural production 
practices.

Overall, 25% of all farms 
reported receiving some type of 
government payment in 2022, 
a decline from 34% in 2021 
and 40% in 2020. The decline 
is largely due to the tapering of 
COVID-19-related assistance 
payments, according to the 
report.

The report also contains two 
new sections: usage of credit by 
lender type and farm size, and 
the differences in farm opera-

tions by race and ethnicity of the 
operators.

With credit usage, about 26% 
of all U.S. farms held any debt in 
2022, and the majority of farms 
with debt used one lender. Over 
half of these farms reported loans 
owed to a commercial bank, 
compared to 8 to 10% with 
loans serviced by USDA, Farm 
Service Agency, and 31 to 43% 
with loans serviced by the Farm 
Credit System.

Among socially disadvan-
taged farms, non-Hispanic Black 
farms differ most compared 
to non-Hispanic White farms 

in terms of size, specialization 
and financial outcomes. Non-
Hispanic Black farms are more 
likely to specialize in cattle pro-
duction and be classified as in-
termediate rather than residence 
or commercial farms. They also 
are more likely to have an operat-
ing profit margin in the high- or 
medium-risk zones and are less 
likely to report the use of debt.

This story was distributed 
through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Associa-
tion. For more food and farming 
news, visit FarmWeekNow.com.
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H. I. Stone & Sons, Inc.
Water Well Drillers

Pumps & Service

260 W. Lincoln Hwy.
Cortland, IL 60112-8420

815-756-5213
www.histoneandsons.com 

email HISTONEANDSONS@Gmail.com 

DeKalbDeKalb
Lawn & Equip Co IncLawn & Equip Co Inc

Make Your Yard a Cut Make Your Yard a Cut 
Above the Rest!Above the Rest!

Count On It

219 N. 7th St. • DeKalb, IL 
815-756-5722

www.dekalblawnandequipment.com

* Financing Available

EVERYONE can point 
to that year in their 
lives – the year when 

23 inches of snow blanketed the 
state, the year an EF3 tornado 
ripped through a rural community, 
or the first holiday without mom 
or dad. There are some years that 

stick out more than most. 
Last December, I called on 

everyone in Illinois agriculture 
to come together to make 2023 
the “Year of the Farmer,” but for 
many Illinois farm families, this 
year was shaping up to be full of 
heartaches and hardships. 

Tornadoes, hailstorms and 
derechos blasted much of the 
state in early spring and summer, 
exacerbating already challenging 
planting conditions and damaging 
homes. Severe thunderstorms 
producing dozens of devastating 
tornadoes tore through fields of 

farmland and rural communities. 
Families lost their homes, and 

many were left with extreme dam-
age to their livelihoods. Others 
lost family members, neighbors 
and friends.

See page 22

Guebert Jr: Illinois agriculture remains 
resilient amid year of challenges, uncertainty
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Then drought hit nearly ev-
ery corner of the state as farm 
production, equipment and 
land costs reached record highs, 
squeezing our pocketbooks. At 
the same time, global conflicts 
put a new focus on food security 
and the need to pass a modern-
ized farm bill that meets the 
needs of all Americans.

Yet, in the face of uncertainty, 
our farm families remained re-

silient. Through thunderstorms, 
drought, inflation and global 
unrest, Illinois farmers dug 
in their heels and got to work 
producing three billion bushels 
of grain in the 2023 crop year. 
And, together, farmers across 
the country grew the largest corn 
crop on record, according to the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

Despite the challenges, Illi-
nois farmers rose to the occasion. 
We started off the year strong 
with the Illinois Farm Families 

coalition launching the “We are 
the 96 percent” campaign during 
Super Bowl LVII to bring aware-
ness to Illinois’ nearly 70,000 
family-owned farms. This cam-
paign showed consumers that 
our farms might look different 
than they did 100 years ago, but 
that’s because they’ve evolved 
so that multiple generations of 
families can continue farming 
together. 

Illinois farmers also empha-
sized sustainability and conser-

vation through embracing new 
technology and research. Nutri-
ent stewardship field days put a 
focus on emerging strategies to 
protect water quality, and a new 
survey from the Illinois Fertilizer 
and Chemical Association, with 
support of Illinois Farm Bureau 
(IFB) and several other agricul-
ture organizations, released new 
data showing farmers’ progress 
in this space.

See page 23
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Protect yourself from rising energy rates!
Take control of your electric bill by going solar. Did you know our customers
OWN their solar arrays? By owning your solar array, rather than leasing like
some companies, the customer gets to keep all of the incentives associated to
their solar array, which pending where you live, could include: 

Illinois Shines: Solar Renewable Energy Credits (SRECS)
Federal Investment Tax Credit (ITC)
Net-Metering (pending your utility)

If you would like to learn more about these great solar incentives and more
potential options available to you, contact our team of local solar professionals! 
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Last year, IFB debuted its 
Emmy-Award-winning docu-
mentary, “Sustaining Our Future: 
A Farm Family Story,” which told 
Ganschow Farms’ conservation 
story. IFB continues to highlight 
Illinois farmers’ stories, and I look 
forward to the coming launch of 
“Fields Apart: Rooted Together,” 
a three-part long-form video 
series showcasing shared char-
acteristics, goals and challenges 
facing rural and urban farmers.

Life is full of challenges, both 
good and bad, and Illinois farm 
families know that it’s the many 
little things that can make a major 
impact. When I look back on all 
the progress we’ve made this year, 
I’m excited for the next chapter 
in Illinois agriculture.

Serving as president of IFB 
the past 10 years has been a true 
privilege. I’ve been very fortunate 
for the opportunity to steward this 
organization toward a bountiful 
future. I am proud to see my 
friends and colleagues Brian 

Duncan of Polo, Ogle County, 
and Evan Hultine of Princeton, 
Bureau County, elected to be 
IFB’s next president and vice 
president, respectively. I look 
forward to seeing the course they 
chart for IFB. 

As I wrap up my final column 
on behalf of IFB, I’d like to thank 
our members, current and former 
county leaders and managers for 
their engagement and dedication 
to Illinois agriculture. I am also 
thankful for the IFB directors who 
currently serve and who have 
previously served for investing 
their time and energy in leading 
this organization. And, finally, my 
family for their infinite support 
and patience while I was away 
for this role. 

It was really all of them who 
gave me this opportunity to serve, 
and I am forever grateful for the 
sacrifices they made. May Illinois 
agriculture continue to prosper in 
2024 and beyond! 

Richard Guebert Jr. is the now-
former president of the Illinois 
Farm Bureau. 
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