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Winter Dine Around is a win,
win, win, situation for everyone
4 Eat and drink in Mendota during February

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA - During the
summer and fall food trucks
came to downtown Mendota
every other Monday to offer
different food options.

Although the sunand heat
have been replaced by snow
and cold, the good times and
good eats don’t have to stop.

Reimagine Mendota is
introducing Winter Dine
Around during the month of
February.

“For the month of Feb-
ruary, we have 15 different
participants in bars and
restaurants all over town,”
said Cleetus Friedman, a
member of Reimagine Men-
dota. “We created a passport
and essentially what a com-
munity member would do is
goto each of the participating
businesses and they have an
item youwould need to order
to receive a stamp. You have
to get eight of the 15 stamps
to enter to win the prize.

“The prize is a $25 gift
certificate from all of the
participants and some other
Mendota related swag. The
winner will be chosen during
the first week of March.”

A password can be ob-
tained at any of the 15 par-
ticipants. Only one stamp
per restaurant per passport,
but members in the com-
munity can fill out multiple
passports.

The participants for the
first Winter Dine Around are
The Chalet, Cindy’s on 34,
De La O Restaurant & Bar,
El Ray Del Taco, El Zarape
Mexican Restaurant, La Es-
quinita De Oro, Little Joe’s
Gaming Cafe, Main Street
Station Bar & Grill, Men-
dota Moose Lodge, Parkway
Family Restaurant, Pizzas by
Marchelloni, Rosati’s Pizza,
Sicily Pizzeria, Uncle Joe’s
Gaming Cafe, and Ziggie’s
Family Restaurant.

“The goal is to drive
business to our local restau-
rant and bars. My wife, Jill
Joyce, and I thought of the
idea and thought it would
be good for Mendota during
the colder months. The food
truck event was a big success
and we think the Winter
Dine Around can also be a
success.”

See Dine, Page A5

Illinois ranks as No.

By DANIEL GRANT
FarmWeek

BLOOMINGTON - II-
linois once again produced
some of the largest crops
of any state in the nation
despite drought and other
weather challenges last year,
according to USDA’s crop
production report released
Jan. 12.

Prairie State farmers pro-
duced 648 million bushels of
soybeansin2023 (down from
2022 butthe mostofany state
nationwide) and 2.27 billion
bushels of corn (up slightly
from the previous year and
the second-most nationwide
behind lowa).

Statewide, yields aver-
aged 206 bushels per acre for
corn in 2023 (up 3 bushels
fromthe November estimate
but down 8 bushels from the
2022 record) and 63 bushels
for beans (up 2 bushels from
November and even with
last year).

The trend of high-

The big performance is here

d Mendota H.S. is sending four musicians to the ILMEA All-State event

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA — When the
[linois Music Educators
Association (ILMEA) All-
State selections were made
inNovember, Mendota High
School Choir Director James
Younger and four ofhis vocal
musicians were excited.

Senior Trekker Klema
was selected for all-state
vocal jazz, senior Dagen
Setchell and junior Nick
Reyes were chosen for all-
state choir and junior Jillian
Younger found her name
under honors choir.

Now, it’s time to finalize
their hard work and accom-
plishments with Illinois
Music Education Conference
Performances, Jan. 24-27 in
Peoria.

Klema is performing in
the All-State Jazz Night Con-
certat 7:30 p.m. Friday, Jan.
26inthe Peoria Civic Center,
Setchell and Reyes are sing-
ing in the All-State Concert
at 1 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 27
in the Peoria Civic Center
Arena, and Jillian Younger
is in the Honors Concert at
3:30 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 27
at the arena.

“It’s a really nice feeling
to see them be rewarded for
their hard work. They’ve
been taking lessons, singing
in groups, and working on
their skills,” James Younger
said. “When they auditioned,
they had to make a virtual
audition. They had to record
all these different songs and
skills, and then we sent them
off for judges to listen and
rank them.

“First, they’re selected for
districts and then they’re cho-
sen for all-state. They’ve all
put in the work and deserve
their IMEA recognition.”

The four members of the Mendota High School Choir selected for Illinois Music
Educator Association (ILMEA) All-State are ready for the Illinois Music Education
Conference Performances, Jan. 24-27 at the Peoria Civic Center. They include, left
to right, Dagen Setchell, Nick Reyes, Jillian Younger and Trekker Klema. (Reporter
photo by Brandon LaChance)

Trekker Klema

The senior didn’t know if
jazz was going to be the best
choice for him to have suc-
cess in the ILMEA this year.

However, after eight
years of being in music, he’s
learned you have to take
chances.

“This is my first year
trying jazz in general. Mr.
Younger asked if [ wanted
to try out for both concert
and jazz. I decided to and
here 1 am,” Klema said.
“My hard work really paid
off. Singing jazz, | feel you
have more freedom. It’s
more improv and you can
feel the music a little more
compared to concert stuff
where you have to be more
professional.

“l was super excited
when I found out I was se-
lected. I wasn’t even home.

When I got the email, I was
on a college visit. I was in
a room being briefed about
the college. When we left,
I checked the email, and it
said I was accepted to all-
state. I started freaking out.
My mom (Tina Klema) was
there, and my dad (Larry
Klema) texted me. It’s just
an exciting feeling.”

The ILMEA only chose
12 jazztenors for the two all-
state jazz choirs as each one
has six. This means Klema
was one of 12 throughout the
entire state of Illinois.

Dagen Setchell

Although he is attending
[llinois Valley Community
Collegenextyeartoruncross
country and study toward his
EMT and paramedic certifi-
cations, music has always
been an interest.

This year he excelled in

choir instead of band as he
tried new things during his
senior campaign.

“Choir is the only one
I completely qualified for.
In band, I went for jazz be-
cause I knew I couldn’t do
double band,” Setchell said.
“I attempted jazz to see if |
could do it because I just got
my braces off and I knew it
was going to be a challenge.
Itheld me back alittle bit, but
I still had fun with it.”

Setchell joined band in the
fifth grade and added choir
in seventh grade and hasn’t
left either.

Nick Reyes

Setchell will be joined
onstage by Reyes as they
were both selected for the
All-State Concert.

See IMEA, Page A5

1 soy, No. 2 corn producing state for 2023

Illinois once again produced some of the largest crops of
any state in the nation despite drought and other weather
challengeslastyear, according to USDA’s crop production
report. (Photo by Catrina Rawson of FarmWeek)

er-than-expected yields was
also evident nationwide in
USDA’s annual crop sum-
mary.

U.S. corn production
was pegged at 15.3 billion
bushels last year with an
average yield of 177.3 bush-
els per acre, both records.
Soybean production totaled
4.16billion bushels last year

(down 2% from 2022) with
an average yield of 50.6
bushels (up 1% from the
previous year).

“It’s a bearish one this
year, at least from the reac-
tion so far,” Joe Camp, of
CommStock Investments,
told the RFD Radio Network
aftertherelease ofthe report.
“I think it was triggered first

Prairie State farmers produced 648 million bushels of soybeans
in 2023 (down from 2022 but the most of any state nationwide)
and 2.27 billion bushels of corn (up slightly from the previous
year and the second-most nationwide behind lowa).

off by these higher yield
estimates.”

USDA raised corn yield
estimates from its previ-
ous report by 9 bushels
in Nebraska, 4 bushels in
Minnesota and 1 bushel in
Iowa, along with the boost
inIllinois. lowa finished with
afinal corn yield estimate of
203 bushels per acre while
Indiana was right behind at
201 bushels.

“Those are big states that
really add extra production,”
Camp said. “It’s hard to rec-
oncile after the year we had.

“Nodoubt this crop ended
up better than we feared it
was going to be,” he contin-
ued. “Still, to see states like
Iowa be ahead of where they
were a year ago is hard to put

together.”

Futures prices for corn,
soybeans and wheat all
closed the week on a down
note following the release of
the report.

“It can be a relief this
report is out of the way, with
anoutlook toward higher sea-
sonal prices normally leading
us into spring,” Camp said.
“But there’s nothing really
friendly to talk about on this
crop report.”

As for crop inventory,
USDA pegged stocks in all
positions as of Dec. 1 at 12.2
billion bushels of corn (up
13% from the previous year),
3 billion bushels of beans
(down 1%) and 1.41 billion
bushels of wheat (up 8%).

USDA also released its

winter wheat seedings report
on Jan. 12. It pegged all
winter wheat plantings for
the 2024 crop at 34.4 million
acres, down 6% from the
previous year.

Seedings of soft red win-
ter wheat totaled 6.86 mil-
lion acres, down 13% from
2023. But Illinois farmers
bucked that trend and plant-
ed 860,000 acres of winter
wheat last fall, up 2% from
the previous year and up sig-
nificantly from 650,000 acres
in 2022, USDA reported.

(This story was distrib-
uted through a cooperative
project between Illinois
Farm Bureau and the lllinois
Press Association. For more
food and farming news, visit
FarmWeekNow.com.)
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Northbrook December

Students of the Month

s A
Blackstone School Report
Stacy Kelly, Principal

(not pictured), Emma Renoud, and Angie Vasquez.
(Photo contributed)

(Photo contributed)

Sixth grade: Sophia McLain, Blaze Clark, Aliya Es-
catel, Gavin Stamberger, and London Jones.

Students brought home Trimester 2 midterm
reports on Jan. 19. This is a great opportunity for
parents to see their child’s academic progress thus
far in the trimester. If parents have any questions
or concerns, please reach out to your child’s teacher.

Qad

We do benchmark testing three times per year
as another tool to monitor student progress. We
just completed winter benchmark testing. Students
will soon bring home their results to share with
parents. We will use this data to help us determine
the needs of our students and drive instruction. If
any changes are made to intervention plans, parents
will be notified.

([ [

The students nominated for the principal award this
past week included Conrad Barkman, Zoey Hensley,
Kaitlyn Castaneda, Emiliano Valdez, Amyra Hawkins,
Addyson Fahr and Addie Moss. The winners were
Victoria Lechuga, Aspen Jensen, Anthony Castaneda
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and Sophia Martinez. Congratulations to all of you!
Qad
Parents, please don’t forget to send your child to
school each day with warm outerwear to be outside.
We still go outside in the winter to play and our
students should come prepared each day with boots,
snow pants, gloves and a hat. Sometimes we are not
outside before school, but it does warm up enough
for us to go outside for recess at lunch time. It’s
also very important that parents label all outerwear
with your child’s name or initials.
Qad
Looking ahead, there will be an early dismissal
on Wednesday, Jan. 24. Kindergarten students will
dismiss at 11:20 and first grade students at 11:30
for a teacher inservice. No lunches will be served

Seventh grade: Ava Mahaffey, [saac Espinoza, Lila Biele-
ma, and Bradley Fultz. (Photo contributed)

Eighth grade: Trevor Lengsfeld, Mia Barringer, Klaire
Knaff, and Raul Gonzalez. (Photo contributed) \_ )

this day.

NCI ARTworks gallery schedules opening reception for work of Carol Crane, Mary Kay Specht

PERU — NCI ARTworks will host the  creating works of art in various mediums

while in the area. Specht now lives in
Ottawa, where she is an active member

“Waiting for a Hug” won best of show

opening reception for the work of Carol
Crane and Mary Kay Specht at the NCI
ARTworks gallery in the west wing of
the historic Westclox building in Peru
on Sunday, Jan. 28, from 2 to Spm. The
exhibit is titled “Nature Inspired.” It is
free and open to the public.

Crane is a recently retired healthcare
professional who has been painting and

for the past 40 years. While Crane has
worked in all mediums, over time she
has come to favor graphite and acrylic.
Her work is inspired by nature, flowers,
whimsy, and abstract ideas. She usually
works from photographs and has learned
most of her skills as a member of the Ot-
tawa Art League, where she has attended
lectures and taken classes. Her graphite

¢ $100 OFF a Tree Job
e $200 OFF Tree Removal

? Yard Clean Up!!

;4 Tree Service & |
Landscaping

WE OFFER SNOW REMOVAL
[EORIDRIVEWAYS AND SIDEWALKS!

» Tree Extraction - Tree Trimming - Lawn Care - Patios -
* Fire Pits - Retainer Walls - Paver Edging
* Residential & Commercial - Fully Insured -

Call For Your Free Estimate!
(815) 878-7504

e $50 OFF Stump Grinding
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*Annual Percentage Yield (APY). Minimum to open $1000. A
penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal and fees may

reduce earnings.

APY stated is accurate as of 1/16/24

two years ago.

Specht has always been drawn to the
arts. She favors the impressionistic form
of painting and enjoys exploring abstract
as well as experimenting with polymer
clay. While living in Michigan, Specht
founded a group called “Beads, Beauty
& Beyond,” in which jewelry makers
donated their polymer clay jewelry to the
local cancer center.

While living in Michigan, Specht
studied under author/artist Larry Blovitz
as well as with Cheri Petri of the Petri Art
Gallery in Pentwater, Mich. After return-
ing to Illinois, she became a member of
the LaGrange Art League and took classes

NORTH AMERICA'S

" n . Aha e,
1 Selllng WallcInTub,

Featuring our Free Shower Package

of the Ottawa Art League and continues
to study art through the many classes and
opportunities provided by the Ottawa Art
League and Open Spaces Art Gallery. Over
the past seven years, she has received blue,
red, and white ribbons for her artwork.
In addition to the opening reception on
Jan. 28, the NCI ARTworks is currently
open to the public for private viewing by
appointment. To virtually preview the ex-
hibit, please visit https://www.nciartworks.
com/january-2024-1t-nci-artworks.html.
To personally view and purchase the
items on exhibit please email outreach@
nciartworks.com to schedule a time.
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Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

Now you can finally have all
of the soothing benefits of a
relaxing warm bath, or enjoy

a convenient refreshing shower
while seated or standing

with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s
EREE Shower Package!

 First walk-in tub available with
a customizable shower

v Fixed rainfall shower head is
adjustable for your height and pivots
to offer a seated shower option

" High-quality tub complete
with a comprehensive liferime
warranty on the entire tub

v Top-of-the-line installation
and service, all included at one

low, affordable price

| Now you can have the best of
j both worlds—there isn’t a better,
more aﬁ‘ordaé e walk-in tub!

 FREE SHOWER
 PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Call Toll-Free 815-515-4749

— A safestep

i With purchase of 3 new Safe Step Walk-in Tub. Not |

1 applicable with any previous walk-n fub purchass.
e ' Offer available while suppiies last. No cash value. &
i ] Must presant offer at tima of purchase.

1-815-515-4749

FINANCING
AVAILABLE
WITH APPROVED
CREDIT

g IFETIME

BB LIMITED WARRANT'
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“Bonnie & Clyde” Kkicks off the 2024 production season for Stage 212

LaSALLE-Stage212’s2024 season takes
off like a shot (or two) with Frank Wildhorn’s
Tony-nominated musical “Bonnie & Clyde.”
At the height of the Great Depression, Bonnie
Parkerand Clyde Barrow went from two small-
town nobodies in West Texas to America’s
most renowned folk heroes and Texas law
enforcement’s worst nightmares. Set against
a musical backdrop of blues, gospel and rock-
abilly, “Bonnie & Clyde” is an electrifying
story of love, adventure and crime.

“Bonnie & Clyde” will be presented Feb.
2-4 and Feb. 9-11 at Stage 212, 700 First St.,
LaSalle. Friday and Saturday performances
begin at 7:30 p.m. Sunday matinees begin at

2 p.m. Tickets will be available to the general
public for $22 each beginning Jan. 22, and
may be purchased by visiting the box office
Monday 4-6 p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m.-noon
or by calling 815-224-3025 during those
hours. Tickets may also be purchased online
by visiting stage212.org.

Appearing in the cast are Alexia Don-
ovan as Bonnie Parker, Jake Jakielski as
Clyde Barrow, Adyssen Boaz as Young
Bonnie, Jackson Layhew as Young Clyde,
Sarah Hunter as Blanche Barrow, Xavier
Barham as Buck Barrow, Fred Davis as Ted
Hinton, Kelly Johnson as Emma Parker,
Jenny Parks-Hendershott as Cumie Barrow,

Master Gardener Program
plans to help you start seeds

STREATOR — Have
you tried your hand at
seed starting only to be
disappointed when the
seeds don’t germinate or
just die off unexpected-
ly? The Bureau, LaSalle,
Marshall-Putnam Master
Gardener Program will
be offering several seed
starting workshops during
the month of February
to answer many of the
questions new and old gar-
deners alike have about
the seed starting process.
Master Gardeners will
provide information and
demonstrations focusing
on the soil type, contain-
ers, temperature, light and
moisture requirements of
various vegetables, herbs,
and flowers. Participants
will practice starting their
own seeds to bring home.

Master Gardeners with
various methods and a
history of success in seed
starting will be available
for workshops throughout
the service area. These
workshops are free of
charge and open to the
public. The following
dates and times will re-

quire registration to ensure
materials and space. Seed
Starting workshops will be
held on Thursday, Feb. 1,
at6:30 p.m. at the Streator
Public Library, and at the
Utica Public Library dis-
trict located at 224 Mill St,
North Utica, on Tuesday,
Feb. 13, at 5 p.m.

To register for one of
these workshops please
go to the following links:

Streator Public Li-
brary-Feb. 1 at 6:30
p.m.- go.illinois.edu/stre-
atorseeds

Utica Public Li-
brary-February 13-5
p.m.-go.illinois.edu/
startseeds

Additional informa-
tion will be available
as other workshops are
confirmed.

Please do not hesitate
to contact Bettyann Har-
rison, Master Gardener/
Master Naturalist Co-
ordinator at bettyann@
illinois.edu or (309) 364-
2356 if you require spe-
cial accommodations to
attend or have additional
questions about the Seed
Starting Workshops.

Nik Frig as Henry Barrow/Archie/Deputy
Johnson, Michael Lee as Preacher, Chris
Kelley as Detective Hamer/John, Joe Peshel
as Sheriff, Sol Delgado as Trish, Michelle
Hainline as Stella, Jennifer Walk as Elea-
nor, Alex Mintier as Cop/Shopkeeper/Bank
Teller, AJ Botero as Governor/Judge, Chris
Kieffer as Bob Alcorn/Police Officer and
Cole Roark as Deputy Bud/Prison Guard.
Featured in the ensemble are Yvette Lucas,
Alex Mintier, Carol McConville, Caydence
Luke, Jadyn Leone, Maggie Wiegmanand
Shelby Domoleczny

Production staff includes director/music
director Samantha Farb, producer April Ruiz,

production assistant Ella Johns, stage manag-
er Vincent Borzumato, costume coordinator
Michelle Hainline, intimacy coordinator
Jordan Christopherson, set designer Mat-
thew Farb, set construction crew Matthew
Farb, Jason Hainline, Jeff Sudakov and
cast, lighting designer Sarah Breyne, sound
designer/operator Kyle Foley, projections by
Samantha Farb and production photographer
Jackie Koncor.

“Bonnie & Clyde” is presented through
special arrangement with Music Theatre
International (MTI). All authorized perfor-
mance materials are also supplied by MTIL.
www.mtishows.com.

Suite 3, Peru.

Human service organizations with
aninterestin public transportation are

Human Services Transportation Plan Regional Transportation
Meeting for Region 3 planned for Jan. 26

PERU-The next Human Services
Transportation Plan (HSTP) Regional
Transportation Committee Meeting
for Region 3 (Bureau, DeKalb,
Grundy, Kendall, LaSalle, Lee, Ogle,
and Putnam counties) will be held
on Friday, Jan. 26, at 10 a.m. at the
LaSalle County Veterans Assistance
Commission, 4231 Progress Blvd,

or call (815) 433-5830.

strongly encouraged to attend, as well
as anyone interested in public transit.
Ifyouwould like further information,
please contact via email: hstp@ncicg

There will be reserved time slots
available for public comment via
Zoom for anyone not able to attend
the meeting in person between
10:15-10:30 a.m. If you would like
to participate in public comment via
Zoom during that time frame, please

call (815) 433-5830 to reserve your
time slot.

HSTP identifies transportation
needs and develops solutions to im-
prove transportation services for the
general public. An emphasisis placed
on seniors, people with disabilities,
individuals with lower incomes, and
veterans. For more information about
NCICG, HSTP, or if special accom-
modations are needed, please contact
Connor Schwinn at (815) 433-5830.

Nerf Battle returns to
Graves-Hume Public Library

MENDOTA - Join Graves-Hume Public Library for
one of its most popular programs, the Nerf Battle, at 6

p-m. Monday, Jan. 29.

Bring your Nerf supplies and be ready to battle

indoors.

“Our annual Nerf Battle is a program that most of
the tweens look forward to every year,”
ley, the library’s tween/teen manager. “This program
allows 5th-8th graders to battle it out inside the library
with their very own Nerf guns. It is always exciting to
see the teamwork and sportsmanship that is displayed
by the teams when they work together to capture their
opponent’s flag. So, for all those wanting to enjoy the
library Monday, January 29th, watch out as the library
will temporarily become a Nerf gun war zone.”

This event is open to all. No library card required.
For more information check out the Graves-Hume Public
Library Facebook page, stop in for a newsletter, or call
815-538-5142 to register.
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and use?

said Jen Bres-

Want to add fresh herbs
to your landscape?

GRANVILLE —Have
you always wanted to
add fresh herbs to your
landscape, but were
curious about their care

The University of
I1linois Extension Master
Gardener Program will
be presenting a free work-
shop on Herb Gardening.
Participants will learn
how to select, plant, and
maintain herb gardens so
that they add beauty to
thehome landscape while
offering added culinary
and other uses.

The workshop will

be held at the Granville
branch of the Putnam
County Library District,
214 S Mccoy St, Gran-
ville, on Tuesday, Feb.
6, at 5:30 p.m.

To register, go to
go.illinois.edu/herbss to
ensure adequate space
and materials. Please
contact Master Gar-
dener/Master Naturalist
Coordinator at bettyann
@illinois.edu or (309)
364-2356 if you need
reasonable accommoda-
tion to attend or have ad-
ditional questions about
the program.

Did you notice this ad?

Then imagine the number of readers and
consumers in the MENDOTA AREA
that noticed it too!

Adpvertise your products and services and get
noticed by THOUSANDS of readers.

.Call 815-539-9396
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Judith M. Lysland

PAW PAW —Judith Marie Lysland, 62, of Paw Paw, passed
away Monday, Jan. 8, 2024, at Allure of Mendota, from a
stroke in early November.

Cremation care has been provided by Torman Funeral
Home. A gathering of remembrance for Judy will be from
1-3 p.m. Saturday, July 6, 2024, in the basement of the Paw
Paw First Presbyterian Church, 398 Chicago Road, Paw Paw.
Burial of cremated remains will be at Wyoming Township
Cemetery in Paw Paw.

Judy was born on Oct. 14, 1961, in Mendota, to Ronald
L. and Sharlene (Becker) Lysland.

Judy is survived by her mother, Sharlene, of Paw Paw; a
sister, Linda (John) Due of Mendota; brother-in-law, Mike
Reynolds of Paw Paw; numerous aunts, uncles, nieces, neph-
ews; her buckskin horse, Tulsa; and her cat, Max.

Judy is preceded in death by her father, Ron, and a sister,
Kathryn Reynolds.

Judy attended Paw Paw High School, graduating with
the class of 1979. Thanks to everyone involved in her care

the last two months.
Please visit www.tormanfuneralhome.com.

Area citizens invited to
take broadband survey

OTTAWA—Your voice
matters. Help shape North
Central Illinois’ broad-
band future by taking a
five-minute survey.

The North Central
Illinois Council of Gov-
ernments (NCICG) is
developing a Broadband
Strategic Plan in part-
nership with TPMA and
BHC to improve broad-
band connectivity in the
region. Access to reli-
able high-speed internet
is vital for education,
business, healthcare,
and overall quality of
life. Broadband access
affects every aspect
of daily life and is as
important as any other
utility. Your inputis vital
in identifying key gaps
in broadband access.

To develop the plan,
NCICGand TPMA, work-
ing in partnership with
the University of Illinois
Extension, is conducting
asurvey to gather insights
about internet service in
the seven-county region

of Bureau, Grundy, La-
Salle, Livingston, Mar-
shall, Putnam, and Stark.
Your participation in the
survey will provide cru-
cial information on the
state of broadband in the
region and help inform
decision-making.

As part of this survey
effort, information will be
collected about internet
service at a variety of lo-
cations, including homes,
businesses, and communi-
ty/public buildings. Be-
cause this survey includes
a speed test component,
participants are asked
to take the survey while
connected to the wi-fi at
the site they are answering
questions about.

Please take a moment
to complete the survey
by Sunday, Feb. 11, using
the link go.illinois.edu/
ConnectNorthCentrallL.

If you have any ques-
tions about this survey,
please contact Kevin Lin-
deman, info@ncicg.org,
815-433-5830.

DEATH NOTICES
The Mendota Reporter will print DEATH NOTICES
(approximately 50 words including name, age, date of death,
time/date of services) free of charge. OBITUARIES will be
printed at a cost of $100 to be billed to the arranging funeral
home or prepaid with cash, check or credit card. Please submit
obituaries or death notices to editor@mendotareporter.com.
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EDUCATION BRIEFS

G. Brandner obtains nursing degree

MILWAUKEE, Wis. — Grace Brandner of Mendota was
among the 1,470 prospective candidates for degree at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee commencement exercises
on Dec. 17. Brandner graduated with a Bachelor of Science
degree from the School of Nursing.

UWM is the second largest university in the State of Wis-
consin, with over 22,000 undergraduate and graduate students.

F. Anderson on Belmont U. Dean’s List

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Faith Anderson of Mendota
qualified for Belmont University’s Fall 2023 Dean’s List.
Approximately 52 percent of Belmont’s 7,338 undergraduate
students qualified.

Belmont Provost Dr. David Gregory said, “The Dean’s
List achievement reflects the hard work, perseverance and
dedication to academic excellence of Belmont’s outstanding
students. It is my privilege to congratulate these individuals
on their semester-long academic efforts. To our most recent
graduates receiving this distinguishment, you are hope-in-
spiring examples to your peers and future colleagues. To
the students returning next semester, may this achievement
be a stepping stone toward even greater pursuits in your
academic journey.”

Dean’s List eligibility is based on a minimum course load
of 12 hours and a quality grade point average of 3.5 with no
grade below a C.

M. Stallings named to SNHU President’s List

MANCHESTER, N.H. — Marc Stallings of Mendota
has been named to Southern New Hampshire University’s
(SNHU) Fall 2023 President’s List. The fall terms run from
September to December.

Full-time undergraduate students who have earned a
minimum grade-point average of 3.700 and above for the
reporting term are named to the President’s List. Full-time
status is achieved by earning 12 credits over each 16-week
term or paired 8-week terms grouped in fall, winter/spring,
and summer.

Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU) is a private,
nonprofit institution with a 91-year history of educating
traditional-aged students and working adults. Now serv-
ing more than 225,000 learners worldwide, SNHU offers
approximately 200 accredited undergraduate, graduate and
certificate programs, available online and on its 300-acre
campus in Manchester, N.H.

P. Marks achieves honors recognition

STEVENS POINT, Wis. — The University of Wiscon-
sin-Stevens Point honored more than 2,500 undergraduate
students for attaining high grade point averages during the
fall semester of the 2023-2024 academic year.

Paige Marks of Earlville achieved honors recognition.

Full-time undergraduates who earned grade points 0f3.90
to 4.0 (4.0 equals straight A) are given the highest honors
designation. High honor citations go to those with grade point
averages from 3.75 to 3.89 and honor recognition is accorded
to those with grade point averages from 3.50 to 3.74.

Area students on Olivet Dean’s List
BOURBONNAIS-Olivet Nazarene University hasnamed
its Dean’s List students for the Fall 2023 semester. Among the
students achieving the honor are Francine Brandt of Mendota,
Noah DeLong of Mendota and Garrett Pertell of Sublette.
To qualify for inclusion on the Dean’s List, a student must
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have been enrolled as a full-time undergraduate student and
must have attained a semester grade point average of 3.50
or higher on a 4.00 grading scale.

Olivet Nazarene University is an accredited Christian,
liberal arts university offering more than 140 areas of un-
dergraduate and graduate study, including the Doctor of
Education in ethical leadership.

Area students named to NIU Dean’s List

DeKALB — Northern Illinois University has announced
its fall 2023 Dean’s List students. To earn this distinction,
students must meet a minimum semester grade point average
of 3.5 on a 4.0 scale in the College of Engineering and Engi-
neering Technology oraminimum of3.75ona4.0scale in the
colleges of Business, Education, Health and Human Sciences,
Liberal Arts and Sciences, and Visual and Performing Arts.

Area students who achieved this honor include: Landon
Larkin of Earlville; Kaz Lockwood, William Mashare, Luke
Stralka and Milena Stralka, all of Leland; Rutilio Arteaga,
Shayna Kerchner, Kevin Lewis and Allison Stewart, all of
Mendota.

E. Massey on UW-Madison Dean’s List

MADISON, Wis.—The University of Wisconsin-Madison
has recognized students named to the Dean’s List for the
fall semester of the 2023-2024 academic year. Among the
students making the Dean’s List is Ella Massey of Mendota.

Students who achieve at a high level academically are
recognized by the dean at the close of each semester. To be
eligible for the Dean’s List, students must complete aminimum
of 12 graded degree credits in that semester. Each university
school or college sets its own GPA requirements for students
to be eligible to receive the distinction.

Area students on SIU-C Dean’s List
CARBONDALE - Southern Illinois University-Car-
bondale has announced its Dean’s List students for the Fall
2023 semester.
Among the students named to the list are Jadyn A. Pickert
of Earlville and Ash L. Holland of Mendota.

Mendotans earn degrees from NIU

DeKALB — Over 1,100 students received their degrees
from Northern Illinois University in December. Included
among the graduates are Rutilio Arteaga, Bachelor of Science,
Fashion Merchandising; Anthony Aughenbaugh, Bachelor of
Science, Engineering Technology-Manufacturing Engineer-
ing Technology; and Ilian Hernandez, Bachelor of Science,
Nursing, all of Mendota.

Northern Illinois University is a student-centered, nation-
ally recognized public research university, with expertise
that benefits its region and spans the globe in a wide variety
of fields, including the sciences, humanities, arts, business,
engineering, education, health and law.

ITowa State names Dean’s List students

AMES, Iowa — More than 10,800 Iowa State University
students have been recognized for outstanding academic
achievementby being named to the fall semester 2023 Dean’s
List. Students named to the Dean’s List must earn a grade
point average of at least 3.50 on a 4.00 scale while carrying
a minimum of 12 credit hours of graded course work.

Among the students achieving the honor are Lisa Tordai
of Earlville, senior Software Engineering major; Jack Beetz
of Mendota, junior Agricultural Studies major; and Sean
Dullard of Mendota, senior Animal Science major.
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Snow plowing

from 1936

A photograph printed in the Jan. 28, 1976, Mendota Reporter, taken from Jan. 28, 1936, one mile southeast of
the old Henkel Bridge at the Althaus Brothers farm on the old Chicago Road shows Dearl Ellsworth guiding
the Sublette Township snowplow powered by a Caterpillar tractor with a homemade cab. The snow started
Christmas Day 1935 and continued throughout the winter. If a road was plowed open, the next day it would
be drifted shut worse than the day before. State highways were closed for days. The Illinois Central Railroad
was shut down from Feb. 8-11, 1936.

IMEA

Continued from Page A1

“It’s really nice because
this is my first time doing
something this big,” Reyes
said. “I did ILMEA last year
and I made it to districts but
not state. This year [ made it.

“I was really nervous but
when I found out someone
had the same schedule as me
and was going to be at the
same practices, it was really
nice because | get anxious
for big things. I’m a nervous
person. This is an interesting
experience and I'm really
excited.”

Reyes found out he had
made the all-state cut when
he was working on a song.

He fought back tears as
he was busy with his project,
buthe won’t forget when Mr.
Younger told him because
he’s proud he pushed him-
self to move outside of his
comfort area and reach for
ILMEA success.

Jillian Younger

With her father being
a choir and band director,
Jillian Younger has been

involved in music her entire
life in the Northbrook School
band and choir, church choir,
MHS choirs such as treble,
concert, and show, MHS
musicals and plays, and 3M
Productions performances.

This feat feels a little
different than the rest.

“I was in the band room
hallway and my dad was
just standing there with Mrs.
(Paula) Baker. He then said,
‘Wait a minute, before you
go to eighth hour, you made
the honors choir,” said Jillian
Younger. “Iwas very excited.
Mrs. Baker was surprised by
my reaction because usually
I’d just say something like,
‘That’s cool.” But I jumped
up a little bit in excitement.

“It lets me know that I
can do this. I can think of
music as a career. It makes
me think I can potentially
do it and do a good job. I
have a choice where I could
continue in acting. I have
the ability to do a lot of
the singing stuff. If [ work
on acting, [ could put it
together and be an actor.”

Continued from Page A1

Friedman moved to Men-
dota from Chicago in Octo-
ber 2022 and Joyce has been
in town for the last 20 years.

Although Friedman is
from the bright lights, big
city, he enjoys Mendota and
sees what it can offer.

“There is really some-
thing nice about living in a
space where people are kind.
[wasinthe middle of Lincoln
Square, about a mile from
Wrigley Field, for a good 25
years,” Friedman said. “I got
to a point in my life where
I’vebeen there and done that.
[’m still in the city a couple
of days a week so [ still get
that, but it’s so nice to come
home to peace and quiet.

“What I’ve been trying
to do is push the agenda of
making Mendota a great
place. We go to Princeton,
Peru, Ottawa, Utica, and all
these other towns. Mendota
has such potential to be a
greattown also. I’mall about
doing whatever I can do and
taking my experience to get
it there.

“All we keep thinking
is how do we drive people
to support our businesses
instead of going to other
towns.”

No one is trying to get
fat or come to poor health
because of too much food.

However, the Winter Dine
Around is capitalizing on a
reoccurring event since the
beginning of time, breaking
bread.

“When 1 was growing
up my mother used to have
dinner parties and cocktail
parties at our house. She
would cook for family and
friends. Food brings people
together,” Friedman said.
“We talk about breaking
bread. When I started a
restaurant in 2008, it was all
community driven. There is
nothing that brings people
together like dining. Why
not use what we have in
Mendota and that’s getting
people together with great
restaurants and bars in town.

“Jill and I do our best
to support the business in
town anyway. We’re kind
of regularly at these places,
so it was an easy ask. All
we’re asking from the bars
and restaurants is to give a
$25 gift certificate for the
prize. That’s all it costs them
and we’re pushing people to
patronize their business.

“It’s awin, win, win, win,
win situation for everybody,
so why not?”

District 280 Board OKs
calendar for 2024-25

4 Students to start school August 14

Sublette Board deciding

on gas provider to village

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

SUBLETTE — Snow and below zero temperatures
were not going to stop the Village of Sublette meeting
on Jan. 15 at the Ellice Dinges Center.

The meeting did not see much action as the projects on
the agenda are hard to accomplish in the winter weather.

In his president’s report, John Stenzel said there was
a water leak under the trailer at 404 W. Virginia St. TJS
Excavating couldn’t find the water line, but it was able
to fix the leak by using a hydro vector to suck the water
out of a hole in the mobile home.

Also, Stenzel met with Nicor Gas Company as the
village is still working on whether or not to use a dif-
ferent gas service. Storm tile on East Main Street and
South U.S. 52 needs to be dug and the president thinks
Nicor should cover the cost.

Stenzel ended the report stating garbage charges
have been dropped on abandoned houses in Sublette.

In unfinished and finished business, topel work on
Richmond, Virginia, and Reeve roadways was dis-
cussed. The water main may need to be redirected. The
estimated price from Willette, Hofmann & Associates,
land surveying, is $7,500.

Amotion to pass the cost for the topel work was going
to be made until it was decided to table the motion until
the weather would allow the work to be done. If passed
now, the work still wouldn’t start until the spring.

The two LED speed signs for Sublette — one is bat-
tery powered and the other solar powered — have been
ordered and should arrive any day. The LED signs were
bought and paid for by grant money received in 2023.

Before the meeting was over, bills were agreed to
be paid.

Also, Trustee Larry Ellis brought up microphones
being used for the village meetings because some board
members are hard to hear from the other side of the
room, which has been brought to attention in previous

MENDOTA — The Men-
dota High School District
280 Board of Education
handled numerous items of
business during its regular
meeting on Jan. 16.

It was learned that the
district’s new activity bus
is on back order and is not
expected to arrive until early
March.

During the Athletic Com-
mittee report, it was revealed
that additional football uni-
forms were approved to be
purchased through BSN
Sports.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Principal Joe Masini
shared information regard-
ing the upcoming Illinois
Youth Survey (IYS), which
is a voluntary survey to be
administered on Feb. 7.
The purpose is to better un-
derstand Illinois youth risk
and protective behaviors as
they relate to students and
their success. Participation
will involve completing an
anonymous survey to be con-
fidentially administered by a
teacher or staff. The survey
comes from the Center for
Prevention Research and
Development/University
of Illinois and is sponsored
by the Illinois Department
of Human Services. On the
district’s IL School Report
Card, it is reported as a ‘yes’
or ‘no’ whether the district
participated in the IYS.

The IL 5 Essentials Sur-
vey began on Jan. 23. Stu-
dents, parents and teachers
across Illinois will have an
opportunity to participate
in the 10th annual statewide
survey. I[tis generated to pro-
vide a detailed picture of the
inner workings ofthe school.
Parents can also share their
thoughts on the important
elements of school effec-
tiveness in this survey. The
survey window runs through
March 31, and students in
[llinois between fourth and
12th grades will take the
survey. Important results
are shared on the district’s
IL Report Card.

SUPERINTENDENT’S
REPORT
Dr. Denise Aughenbaugh
provided the district and
business reportat which time
the board authorized her to
prepare the FY25 budget.
Commendations were
given to the maintenance/

custodial and transportation
departments for their excel-
lent snow removal efforts.

The board reviewed and
approved the 2024-25 school
calendar. The opening teacher
institute days will be Aug.
12-13, with students starting
school on Wednesday, Aug.
14. The semester will finish
on Dec. 20 for the beginning
ofwinter break. The spring se-
mester will start with ateacher
institute on Jan. 6, 2025. The
earliest possible final day of
school will be Friday, May 23,
and the emergency/reserve
days run through June 2. The
board approved the Class
of 2025 graduation date for
Saturday, May 17.

The board reviewed and
approved the memorandum
of understanding with the
Mendota Police Department
to renew the school resource
officer, SRO Chad Hochstat-
ter, for 2024-25.

Necessary plumbing
work was approved for the
transportation department
bus garage.

PERSONNEL ITEMS

Following an executive
session, the board approved
the following personnel
matters:

* Accepted the resignation
of Tom Olsen as bus driver;
the retirement request of
Tammy Stuepfertas cafeteria
worker effective at the end
of the school year; and the
resignation of Rey Arteagaas
girls’ assistant soccer coach.

» Approved the hiring of
Demi Salazar as varsity vol-
leyball coach; Laura McNal-
ly as sophomore volleyball
coach; and Chris Salazar as
freshman volleyball coach.

The board appointed the
following volunteers:

¢ Brian Blumhorst, Steve
Freeman and Nick Ganz,
baseball; Kyle Lopez, track;
Ellie Eager, volleyball; Anita
Kobilsek, Sarah Motter, Kev-
in Alleman, Rufus Wilson,
Steve Sharp, Shawn Brown,
Ken Ladenburger and Kyle
Ladenburger, musical.

District 280 has job open-
ings for coaches, a bus
driver and a girls’ soccer
concession supervisor. For
more information, contact
the high school at 815-539-
7446 or go online at www.
mendotahs.org.

The next regular meeting
ofthe District 280 Board will
be Tuesday, Feb. 20 at 6 p.m.

MENDOTA -
L.E.A.S.E.will be holding
free preschool screenings
onTuesday, Feb. 13, in the
afternoon, at First United
Methodist Church, 100 E.
Sixth St., Mendota.

The screenings are for
children who are 3 or 4

yearsold. L.E.A.S.E. will
screen key developmental
areas such as motor devel-
opment, speech, language,
vision, hearing and gen-
eral readiness. You can
schedule an appointment
by calling Jean at 815-
433-6433.

L.E.A.S.E. preschool screenings set Feb. 13

All children must be
screened to be considered
for the Mendota District
#289 Preschool Program.
If your child has been
screened by L.E.A.S.E.
already, he/she does not
need to be screened again.
Applications for Mendota

District #289 Preschool
will be at the screenings.
The applications and
screenings will be re-
viewed by the preschool
team, and you will be
contacted as to whether
your child qualifies for
preschool.

meetings.

MFD: Keep fire hydrants clear

MENDOTA — The Men-
dota Fire Department would
like to ask residents of
Mendota that during snow
removal efforts to keep fire
hydrants free from obstruc-
tion of snow. As you blade,
shovel or push snow off your
driveways and sidewalks,
take time to clear away
the snow from around fire
hydrants.

During a fire, seconds

count. The extra minute
removing snow from around
fire hydrants may save you
or your neighbor’s home.
If you are unable to clear
the snow from around hy-
drants yourself, call the
City Clerk’s office at (815)
539-7459.

Also, keep your house
numbers readily visible.
Your help will be greatly
appreciated.
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Items for Sale

Oak Table & 6 chairs { -
with extra leaf :
in excellent condition

Antique Dresser in
! good condition $300.00

Dresser & Mirror in
good condition $250.00
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LEE COUNTY, ILLINOIS

b LAND AUCTION

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2024 AT 10:00 AM

Township, Lee County, IL.

The Johnson farm is located approx. 3 miles north of Ohio, IL

S T A )

along Easy Rd. and Pump Factory Rd. (hard surface) and is further
described as being located in Section 32, T19N-R9W, East Grove

The farm represents productive tillable farmland with center

pivot irrigation. A great opportunity for investors and farmers.

DOUGLAS JOHNSON

Title Company: Security First Title Company
205 W Stephenson St, Freeport, IL 61032
Auction Managers: Isaac Taber (309) 335-8081
& Brandt Henness (309) 224-4276

Biglron

1 SULL
AUCTIONEERS

(844) 847-2161 | www.SullivanAuctioneers.com
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Is 1t over?

Growing up I always had a book, comic book,
newspaper, or magazine in my hand.

I read some of the South Beloit, Rockford, Syc-
amore, DeKalb, and Mendota education system’s
books before I saw them on the syllabus.

I read comics and drew my own before stuffing
them in the pages to pass along to my friends.

My first job at 10

years old was de-

Never livering the DeKalb
the Daily Chronicle.
Then I added the
La-St Chicago Tribune
Chance ,: to my route to add

funds in my piggy

By Brandon LaChance  pupk.
I bought an

autographed Barry Bonds baseball. It was a fake au-
tograph from Walmart, but I had earned every penny,
and I was happy I had the ball until it was thrown
over my neighbor’s fence by a kid my sister’s aunt
used to babysit. [ was grounded for two weeks for
punching him in the face.

I bought my first pair of Jordans, any candy I
wanted from White Hen and multiple scoops, not just
one, at the ice cream shop. I went to the movie the-
ater in downtown Sycamore to watch Lion King and
the Mighty Morphin Power Rangers so many times
I had all of the souvenir cups. Obviously, the White
Power Ranger was my favorite.

Plus, I learned how to read the news, understand
the news, and accept the importance of what I pos-
sessed every day.

It was life.

I had all the sports standings.

The movie schedule.

Cartoons.

Photos of politicians I could draw on.

Obviously, I grew up and the only writing on the
newspaper I did was in the crossword, and I actually
read the political, environmental, technology stories
to know what was going on.

Over the years, I’ve had subscriptions to Game
Informer, Sports Illustrated, TIME, the Chicago
Tribune, the New York Times, and the Southern
[llinoisian.

When it came time to decide what I wanted to do
for a career after I had already put two plates, a rod,
and eight screws in my left ankle from a bone-head-
ed decision, I thought the less physical and more
brainy position would be a go-to.

Why not writing?

Why not see my name in the newspaper like all
those I’ve been looking at for all those years?

So, I set on a path to become a writer myself.
And since you’re reading this, I guess it’s worked
out.

Along the journey through college, a few news-
papers, a few magazines, a few blogs, a podcast, a
few radio stations, I’ve seen changes.

Styles, what words can be written and what can’t,
presentation, and the list goes on, including circula-
tion numbers.

Newspapers, magazines, and radio broadcasts
thrived before the internet. Since the virtual, web
boom in the early 2000s reader numbers have dipped
almost every year and the comments about print
being dead or newspapers not being needed became
more vibrant.

Of course, I defend, and I'll continue because
there is a need, especially in local communities where
no one cares about rural Illinois except the people in
the communities like myself, every member of the
Amboy News and the Mendota Reporter, the readers,
and the advertisers.

Then I read about Sports Illustrated laying off a
large number of employees on the spot and others in
90 days as the publication of almost 70 years old is
over; over as we know it as they plan to continue to
have stories but written by Al (artificial intelligence).

This news had to have dampened the aura in every
newsroom or broadcast station across the country.

And it should squash the spirits of anyone who
enjoys journalism and great stories.

I mean, that’s what we all want to do. That’s why
we become writers and that is what has fueled jour-
nalism from the beginning of time.

As readers we want to read something done by a
professional who is educated to know how to accu-
rately tell a story with the means, justifications, and
the connections of the people behind each happening.

But now stories are going to be generated artifi-
cially be technology that doesn’t feel, doesn’t have
connection, can’t get behind a story or feel the emo-
tion coming from the subject?

How does a young child grow attachment to read-
ing and writing?

How does a young writer find determination or
the desire to become an author or a byline when there
won’t be professional humans publishing creative
work to inspire?

Journalism is my career, so it hits a little harder for
someone like me.

But it should hit us all that we’re relying more and
more on technology to tell us how to live, and now,
tell the stories of how we’re living.
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Fire department honors J.G.

(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column
reprinted from Jan. 26, 2000.)

By Jessica Nashold

It was 75 years ago, on Jan. 21,
1925, thatthe Mendota Fire Department
honored J.G. Reul for his 50 years of
service at a stag saurbraten supper in
the Knights of Columbus club rooms.
Reul had recently resigned, but during
his 50-year tenure he had twice served
as fire chief. He was chief from 1897
until 1905 and again from 1910 until
August 1911. Mayor Ralph Madden
presented Reul with a golf badge to
mark the occasion.

Less than a week later, the depart-
ment was in action as two frame build-
ings, west of Hotel Faber, went up in
flames. The buildings, owned by Mrs.
Theodore Etzbach, were occupied by
the Mendota Shoe Shining Parlor and
Mendota Poultry Company.

The sign on the shoe-shining parlor
fell on firemen John Rutishauser and
Walter Gillette as they were directing
a stream of water on the fire.

Their cries for help could be
heard for two blocks.
skskesk

A break-in at Mendota Township
High School resulted in the theft of
$125 from a locked safe. A window in
the girls’ washroom had been forced
open and glass in the door to Super-
intendent R.E. Beebe’s office broken.
A railroad iron was used to knock the
knob off the safe. A fingerprint expert
was summoned, but —

Mystery surrounds the case.
ko

Srul Koopersmith, one of Mendota’s
junk dealers was also visited by a thief.

Someone had stolen furs valued at
$300 during the night.

Mr. Koopersmith took this loss
very heavily.
skskesk

Rev. Father H. Vincent O’Brien,
pastor at St. Mary’s, entertained the
choir at a three-course 6 o’clock din-
ner in the Depot Hotel dining room.
Between courses there were “songs and
music.” The group then attended “The
White Sister” at the Strand Theatre. The
unanimous verdict —

Father O’Brien is an ideal en-
tertainer.

Backtracks

Sidetracks

sk

Stockholders in the Mendota Farm-
ers’ Cooperative Supply Co. held their
fifth annual meetingonJan. 19,1925, at
the Strand. There were 231 stockholders
present to hear manager John D. Barth
report an excellent year.

A good dividend was declared.

It was announced that in the coming
year, John Barth would be assisted by
W.D. Hoagland, J. Harvey Barth and
Ed Easter. John Scheidenhelm Jr. was
president of the co-op.

ek

Home Bureau members and guests
met on Jan. 16, 1925, at the KC club
rooms. There were 200 present to hear
a talk by C.E. Yale, MHS ag instructor
and praise from Bernie Katzwinkel for
their fine work in behalf of the Mendota
Agricultural Fair, especially for their
work in conducting community suppers
as fundraisers.

skeskosk

The Rev. A.M. Eels, pastor of the
Mendota Presbyterian Church, present-
ed his resignation in order to accept a
call from the congregation in Hillsboro.
Angus Sillars was appointed moderator
until a new pastore could be selected.

sokok

Modern Woodmen of America, a
fraternal life insurance association
celebrated its 42nd anniversary in
January 1925. It had been founded in
Lyons, Iowa, in 1883. Mendota Camp
#165 of MWA, was organized on Oct.
24, 1884. Otto Kieslebach, one of 12
charter members, spoke of the qual-
ity of neighborliness existing before
“the days of automobiles, movies
and radios.”

sokok

Joe Boyle opened Boyle’s Smoke
Shop north of the Faber Hotel. It was
described as an “orderly place” pa-
tronized by a “jolly bunch of fellows.”
Games of cards, pool and billiards could
be played. Newspapers and magazines
were on hand for reading.

Reul — 1925

Bring your friends and spend
the evening.
seskosk
On Jan. 33, 1925, The Mendota
Reporter introduced a new feature, a
Crossword Puzzle. A puzzle would ap-
pear each week and the solution would
be given the following week.
seskosk
Area farmers were invited to enroll
inatwo-week course on tractors and gas
engines under the auspices of MTHS.
The course would be conducted Feb.
2-14 at Tower’s factory. The Illinois
State Vo-Ag Education Department
was sending an instructor. The course
consisted of lectures, demonstrations
and work on tractors and engines.
Those taking the course would supply
their own tractors or engines and the
following tools: monkey wrench, pliers,
hammer, punch, tractor wrench, end
wrench and screwdriver. To enroll, farm-
ers would notify C.E. Yale, high school
aginstructor, indicating the horsepower
of'the tractor or name of the engine they
would be bringing in; also —
A fee of $1 to help pay expenses.
sk ok
Apair of MTHS basketball games in
January 1925 reflected well on the team
coached by H.E. Meyers. At a Jan. 16
game on the Sandwich court, Mendota
won by a score of 20-18. Mendota’s
Louis Spenader, referred to as “the
diminutive forward,” shot the winning
basket in the last 35 seconds of play.
The following night, in Mendota, the
home team won, 13-12, over Dixon,
its second conference win.
sk ok
Asyndicated column by Arthur Bris-
bane expressed concern because Japan
was building 500 airplanes each month,
keeping 17 factories busy day and night.
Brig. General William Mitchell was
quoted as saying that of the 700 planes
available to the U.S. —
Only 20 would have value as
fighting machines.
seskosk
George Parsons, one of Mendota’s
junk dealers, posted prices he was
paying for waste material in January
1925: mixed iron, $11/ton; books and
magazines, 78 cents/cwt.; baled paper,
55 cents/cwt.; old autoradiators, 5 cents/
pound; and copper, 9 cents/pound.

What Democrats will never do to defend democracy

By Rich Lowry

Joe Biden went to Valley Forge to give a big speech telling
us how much he cares about defending democracy against
the threat represented by Donald Trump. How much does
President Biden care? Enough to give a speech defending
democracy, one of what’s sure to be many if Trump is his
opponent.

Biden’s alarm about the precariousness of the American
system, though, will never translate into actions he wouldn’t
otherwise want to take.

To wit, if Joe Biden were, as a matter of the principle,
devoted to defending democracy at all costs, the first thing
he would do would be to step aside for some younger, more
capable, less radioactive Democrat with amuch better chance
of beating Trump.

Biden taking this step would be politically electric, un-
derlining how seriously he takes Trump’s challenge to the
republic and perhaps proving to some skeptics that his rhetoric
about defending democracy is more than simply rhetoric.

Biden made much in his hackneyed speech -- it probably
could have been written by a precocious eighth-grader in an
AP government class -- of a painting in the U.S. Capitol of
George Washington resigning his commission.

Biden correctly calls ita sublime act, because Washington,
who could have been tempted to leverage his position after
the Revolution for personal and political gain, gives up power
in the service of his ideals instead. Biden makes the contrast
between the statesmanship depicted in the painting and Jan.
6, which is fair enough.

It probably doesn’t even occur to him, though, that if a
supremely talented military and political leader in his prime
could step aside for the good of the whole, it should be much
easier for a hack politician who is increasingly rickety and
unpopular to make a selfless sacrifice for his party and, as
he sees it, his country.

No? No. Of course not.

Biden’s defense of democracy has to end with him in the
White House again, not some other Democrat who might

vanquish Trump easily. (Granted, Kamala Harris would com-
plicate a Biden-stepping-aside scenario, but if the republic is
at risk, perhaps Democrats could also be honest about how
dreadful Harris is and nominate someone else -- although
now we are really entering the realm of fantasy.)

OK, so Biden isn’t voluntarily going anywhere. But if
the stakes this November are so world-historical, surely the
defense of democracy should include some moderation on
progressive causes that are easy political targets for Trump.

Consider the chaos at the border, which, if Trump makes
it back to the White House, will be one of the major reasons.
Would saving the republic make it worth going beyond what-
ever border deal might be in the offing with congressional
Republicans and admitting that the Trump policies worked
and should be restored immediately? Or is allowing millions
of illegal immigrants into the country more important than
increasing the odds thatdemocracy itselfsurvives beyond 2024?

Finally, if substantive concessions are too painful, there’s
always the possibility of staking out some genuinely new
ground in the democracy debate itself. Imagine if Biden
said that democracy is so important that no one should be
striking his probable opponent from the ballot. Or if he said
he now realizes that he, too, let down the constitutional order
by undertaking executive orders that exceeded his authority
and that, on second thought, he needs to lead by example in
complete faithfulness to the system.

Would that kill him? Evidently, yes.

Biden’s position is that democracy is under such a threat
that he -- the man with abysmal approval ratings who most
Americans believe can’t possibly serve asecond term -- needs
to run again to eke out a narrow, no-margin-for-error victory
against the man who embodies the threat.

Faith in our system of government, patriotism itself, sup-
posedly demands nothing else. And if Biden flubs it, which
is areal possibility? Then, I guess it’s, “Oh, well, democracy
can always be saved again in the 2026 midterms.”

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

() 2024 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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ENTERTAINMENT

| Celebrity Extra |

By Dana Jackson

Q: Is that Demi Moore
[ see in the new “Feud” se-
ries? Is this her first acting
role since =
she desert- 4
ed Holly-
wood a few
years ago?

A :
WhenDemi
Moore
(“Indecent Proposal”) and
herhusband at the time, actor
Bruce Willis (“Die Hard”),
started their family in the late
1980s, they would eventually
escape Los Angeles for the
peaceful mountain town
of Hailey, Idaho. They had
three daughters, but ended
up splitting a decade later.
Moore stayed in Idaho and
took a break from acting,
especially after starring in
back-to-back box-office dis-
appointments -- “Striptease”
and “G.I. Jane.”

When Moore tried to ease
back into acting, the roles
were few and far between. In
an interview with Red mag-
azine back in 2007, Moore
said that “there aren’t that
many good roles for women
over 40. A lot of them don’t
have much substance, other
than being someone’s mother
or wife.”

15

Moore

Strange
 But True

By Lucie Winborne

* Ever wonder why your
kitty tries to play or even fight
with its own reflection in a
mirror? Animal specialists
believe felines don’t realize
that their image isn’t another
animal because it has no
scent.

* And speaking of scent,
the Odeuropa research proj-
ect has created an online
encyclopedia dedicated to
the history of smells.

* Vomitoriums in ancient
Rome weren’t actually spac-
es for gastronomic feasting
and purging, but an architec-
tural feature in stadiums that
allowed for more efficient
crowd exits.

* Null Island gets its cu-
rious moniker from its coor-
dinates: zero degrees latitude
and zero degrees longitude. It
also doesn’t exist, but is the
result of a common error in
GIS data.

* ChatGPT can easily be
convinced it’s wrong, even
when it’s right.

* Irving Berlin dedicated
all royalties from “God Bless
America” to a fund of the
same name, specifically for
the benefit of such youth or-
ganizations as the Boy Scouts
and Girl Scouts in New York
City. To date, more than $10
million has been raised.

* Researchers at Dublin
City University found that
soccer goalkeepers process
both visual and auditory
cues more efficiently than
other players, as well as
non-players, which could
be the clue to their speedy
reactions during games.

* By 2027, Sweden plans
to boast a city made entirely
of wood.

*ThelastU.S. conviction
forblasphemy went to atheist
activist Charles Lee Smith in
1928, after he rented a Little
Rock, Arkansas, storefront
and put a sign in the window
reading: “Evolution Is True.
The Bible’s a Lie. God’s
a Ghost.” Because, as an
atheist, he couldn’t swearthe
court’s usual oath to tell the
truth, he also couldn’t testify
in his own defense.

(c) 2024 King Features
Synd., Inc.
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ButifyoulookatMoore’s
list of credits, there really
isn’t that much of a gap
between projects. She has
had numerous roles over the
pasttwodecades; it’s just that
they’re not very high-profile.

Her autobiography, “In-
side Out,” was published in
2019. During the pandemic,
she quarantined in Idaho
with her girls and Willis. It
was eventually revealed that
Willis was suffering from a
neurological disorder. He
and Moore remain close,
along with Willis’ current
wife, Emma.

Now Moore is part of a
terrific ensemble group of
women over 40 in the new
FX series “Feud: Capote vs.
The Swans,” based on a true
story setin the 1960s. Moore
playsoneofthe socialites that
author Truman Capote (“In
Cold Blood”) betrayed in a
tell-all book. Molly Ring-
wald (“Sixteen Candles”),
Naomi Watts and Calista
Flockhart co-star, with Tom
Hollander playing Capote.

skksk

Q: Where have I seen
football commentator Kyle
Brandt before? I read that
he was on the MTV reality
show “The Real World,” but
[ didn’t watch that. He looks
familiar to me. -- Z.1

A: Kyle Brandt, one of
the hosts of “Good Morning
Football” on the NFL Net-
work, was part of “The Real
World: Chicago” on MTV in
2001. My guess is that you
recognize him from his brief
acting career where he played
Philip Kiriakis on “Days of
Our Lives” from 2003-06.

He’s definitely found
what he’s good at, which is
talking about football. His
high-energy, hilarious seg-
ment called “Angry Runs,”
in particular, will definitely
jolt you awake on “Good
Morning Football” weekday
mornings.

skeskesk

Q: Is“Bridgerton” return-
ing to Netflix anytime soon?
I’ve read all the books, so I
know there is more story to
tell. -- B.P.

A: Yes, “Bridgerton” will
be back on Netflix on May
16 with part 1 of the third
season. The second part of
the season will premiere on
June 13.

New castmembers include
Daniel Francis (“Once Upona
Time”) and Sam Phillips (“The
Crown”). Phoebe Dynevor,
who starred as Daphne in
the first two seasons, will be
sitting this one out, but hopes
that her character will return
in the future.

— *TriviaTest* ———

1. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: What is the last name of
Ken, who was Barbie’s boyfriend?

2. TELEVISION: Inthe sitcom
“The Office,” the company is in
which U.S. city?

3. GEOGRAPHY: In which
country is The Matterhorn lo-
cated?

4. MUSIC: Which 1990s group
was the singer Beyonce a part of?

5. U.S. STATES: In which
state is Monument Valley located?

6. LITERATURE: In which
children’s book do the characters
Tweedledee and Tweedledum
appear?

7.MATH: InRoman numerals,
what is XLVIII divided by XII?

8. MEDICAL: Whatis a com-
mon name for polythelia?

9. CHEMISTRY: How many

elements are listed on the Periodic
Table?

10. MOVIES: What is the
year of the Olympics in the movie
“Chariots of Fire”?

Answers

1. His full name is Kenneth
Sean Carson.

2. Scranton, Pennsylvania.

3. Switzerland.

4. Destiny’s Child.

5. Arizona.

6. “Through the Look-
ing-Glass.”

7.1V (Four).

8. Having an extra nipple,
which affects about 1%-5% of the
population.

9. 118.

10. 1924.

(c) 2024 King Features Synd.,
Inc.
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ACROSS

1 Hot tub
4 Pack (down)

8 Honeycomb
division

12 Joke

13 Teen fave

14 Celestial bear

15 Capote nick-

57
60

name
16 Difficult prob-
lem
18 Celery unit
20 Pantheon
member
21 Morays
24 Twilight, poet-
ically
28 "Bravo!"
32 Wry
Bombeck
33 Raw rock
34 Begets 60 Workout
36 Melody count
37 Actress Meg 61 Mimic
39 Maintains
41 Wheel con- DOWN
nectors 1 Boot camp
43 Bake sale VIPs
orgs. 2 Section
44 — Victor 3 Water, in
46 Dugout seating Mexico
50 Sociable and 4 Hearts, slan-
lively gily
55 "Caught ya!" 5 Big fuss
56 Medicinal 6 Calendar
plant abbr.

57 Vogue rival 7 Advertise

58 Singer Phair 8 Get cozy

59 Reporter's (with)
quest 9 Blunder

10 Baton Rouge 35 Equine homes

sch. 38 Butterflies
11 Felon's flight 40 Language
17 Eggy quaff suffix

19 Triathlon seg- 42 High school

ment subj.
22 Secular 45 Declare
23 Razor sharp- 47 "The Lion

ener King" lion
25 Algerian port 48 Intel product
26 During 49 Visibility hin-
27 Red planet drance
28 Mrs. Dithers 50 Fire

of "Blondie" 51 Flamenco
29 African ante- cheer

lope 52 At once

30 "Hud" actress 53 — -de-France
Patricia 54 Jungfrau, for
31 Faxed one

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.
Member
DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ Fnlc
@ Moderate 4 @ Challenging
¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!
© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
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FIRST STATE BANK

By Tony Rizzo
HOLLYWOOD -- Be-
coming famous has its draw-
backs. Two-time Irish Film
and Televi-
sion Award
winner Ja-
mie Dornan
became a
fan favorite

as Chris-
tian Grey '
in “Fifty Dornan

Shades of Grey” (2015), “Fif-
ty Shades Darker”” (2017) and
“Fifty Shades Freed” (2018).
But with that kind of adora-
tion can come unexpected
problems. Dornan told The
Independent, “I had a situa-
tion... astalker-typesituation
before COVID. ... Someone
turned up at my house when
my kids were there.”

The incident scared him
so much that he became
secretive and withdrew in
many ways. “The more I can
block that out,” he confessed,
“the better it is for me and
the family!” It forced him
to pull back and change up
his approach with his career
by slowing things down and
becoming more guarded and
selective. The notoriety and
serial implications that went
with the “Fifty Shades” tril-

Hollywood

ogy attracted some savory,
obsessed fans.

Since “Fifty Shades,” he’s
scored with “Belfast” (2021)
and his lastfilm, “AHaunting
in Venice” (2023). He will
soon be seen in season two
of the British series “The
Tourist,” which will drop on
Feb. 29 on Netflix. No word
yet on season three.

skskosk

RyanReynolds s starring
in the live-action/animated
fantasy-comedy “IF,” pro-
duced by John Krasinski,
who also wrote, directed and
starred inthe film. It followsa
young girl who has the ability
to see people’s imaginary
friends, referred to as “IFs.”

The film captures the
voices of Steve Carell, Phoebe
Waller-Bridge, Louis Gossett
Jr., Emily Blunt, Matt Damon,
Maya Rudolph, Jon Stewart,
Sam Rockwell, Sebastian
Maniscalco, Christopher Mel-
oni, Richard Jenkins, Awkwa-
fina and Vince Vaughn. Para-
mount Pictures will release it
in theaters on May 17.

skskok

From seeing imaginary
friends to seeing aliens!
Writer/director and veteran
cinematographer Richard
Bakewell has rounded up

some great veteran actors
from the ‘80s to costar in
“Roswell Delirium.” Based in
1986, the screenplay is about
ayoung woman who believes
she can contactaliensthatcan
help cure the after-effects of
a nuclear disaster.

To get you in the ‘80s
mood, Bakewell has cast
Anthony Michael Hall (“The
Breakfast Club”), Dee Wal-
lace (“E.T. the Extra-Ter-
restrial”’), Sam J. Jones
(“Flash Gordon”), Reginald
VelJohnson (“Family Mat-
ters”) and Lisa Whelchel
(“The Facts of Life”) to
support the film’s young star,
Kylee Levien (“Emily Ever
After”). It drops on Netflix
on March 15.

skokesk

Tom Cruise, 61, is re-
portedly dating Russian
model Elsina Khayrova, 36.
Khayrova is a mother of two
who was formally married
to a Russian oligarch close
to Vladimir Putin for a de-
cade. Now a British citizen
living in London, she and
Cruise have been seen around
Blighty, but somehow, she
doesn’t seem to fit the love
profile of our “Top Gun!”

(c) 2024 King Features
Synd., Inc.

| Couch Theater |

“True Detective: Night
Country” (TV-MA) -- After
several decades, Jodie Fos-
ter is making a great return
to television by leading the
newest season of the an-
thology crime drama series
“True Detective.” Foster
plays Detective Liz Danvers,
making this her first adult
TV role and first starring
role in a TV series since
1975! Opposite of Foster is
KaliReis as steely Detective
Evangeline Navarro, who
partners up with Liz to close
out one last case before they
go their separate ways. The
case centers around the dis-
appearance of eightmen who
operated aresearch station in
the cold and rough Alaskan
night country. The first two
episodes are out now, with
subsequent episodes releas-
ing every Sunday until Feb.
25. (Max)

“Griselda” (TV-MA) --
Crime dramas abound this
week! Hailing from Eric
Newman, the showrunner
of the series “Narcos,”
comes a new crime-drama
miniseries led by none other
than Sofia Vergara (“Modern
Family”). Vergara sheds her
usually cheery persona to
portray Colombian druglord

Griselda Blanco, nicknamed
“the Black Widow” and “the
Godmother of Cocaine.”
Afterbeingintroduced to the
drug industry by her second
husband, Blanco based her
drugtrade business in Miami
during the 1980s and kept it
bustling with profits of $80
million a month. Alberto
Guerra and Vanessa Ferlito
co-star in main roles, while
Colombian singer Karol G
stars in her first on-screen
role ever! All six episodes
release on Jan. 25. (Netflix)

“Masters of the Air” (TV-
MA) -- Based on the 2007
book by Donald L. Miller,
this war-drama miniseries
features Academy-Award
nominee Austin Butler (“El-
vis”) and Callum Turner
(“Fantastic Beasts”) as Air
Force Majors Buck Cleven
and John Egan, respectively.
The two majors were the first
pilots assigned to the 100th
Bomb Group during World
War I, which was given the
name “Bloody Hundredth”
duetotheincredibly difficult
missions and heavy losses
incurred. But no matter the
ruthless conditions, Buck
and John are determined to
lead their men through these
missions. The cast is hefty,

with over 50 actors noted
in the main cast, but make
sure to watch out for a few
familiar faces like Barry
Keoghan (“Saltburn”) and
Anthony Boyle (“Harry Pot-
ter and the Cursed Child”).
(Apple TV+)
In Case You Missed It

“Bottoms” (R) -- Pro-
duced by Elizabeth Banks
(“Cocaine Bear”), this film
stars comedian/writer Ra-
chel Sennott (“The Idol”)
and Golden Globe winner
Ayo Edebiri (“The Bear™)
as two unpopular lesbian
high school students. This
hormonal pair of best friends
are desperate and mortified
that they’re seniors who
haven’t had sex yet, so
they hatch a plan to create
a feminist self-defense club
to help them cozy up to the
girls they have crushes on.
Rooted in hysterical juvenile
chaos, this club escalates into
somewhat of a girl gang,
even exactingrevenge on the
conceited quarterback of the
football team. Kaia Gerber
(“Babylon”) and Nicholas
Galitzine (“Red, White &
Royal Blue”) co-star. Out
now! (MGM+)

(c) 2024 King Features
Synd., Inc.

Birthday
Michelle!

Mom, Dad,

1 Column x 4”

Money Saver

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To
Run In Both
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We [ove you!

: Billie & Susie :

$26 in Reporter Or

$34 To Run In Both

CONGRATULATIONS!

on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN

Love, Joey
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Put A Little Fun
In Someone’s Life!

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message—or
just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $6°°
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OR Money Saver
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Eat e Drink  Shop * Live

OCa,

ACCURATE TITLE & LICENSE

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St.  Mendota
815-539-9311

ASSISTED LIVING

Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St.
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St.

Sublette 815-849-5171

R&R Taller
4187 Rt. 251
815-538-4979

ATTORNEY

Schimmer, Inc. Buick ¢ Chevy
Rt. 251 S.

815-539-9343

www.schimmergm.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette
815-849-5232

1605 Division Street  Mendota
srwoodproducts.com

CARPET & FLOORING

Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave.
815-539-6263

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
800 Washington St.
815-539-6507

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL

Mauch Carpentry
705 Tllinois Ave.
815-539-7867

License #104005528

Krenz Dental, Ltd.
Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. * 815-538-5316

Triple Service

Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.

815-539-3828

IL Lic. #055-041123

Carriage House Electric
105 12th St.
815-538-5598

Hilliker Electric, LLC

1417 Franklin Grove
815-456-7036

Emergency Number 815-441-8207

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave.
815-539-5656

Member FDIC

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.

815-539-3444

Member NCUA-ESI

First State Bank

706 Washington St. ® Main
1403 13th Ave.  Plaza
815-538-2265
firststatebank .biz

Member FDIC

First State Bank of Van Orin
200 N Main St., Van Orin
815-638-2111

Member FDIC

o
L 4

]

Malden Banking Center
302 N Main St.

815-643-2121

Member FDIC

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

NuMark Credit Union
Earlville « Paw Paw ¢ Sublette
NUMARKCU.ORG
Member NCUA-ESI

Maze Lumber
Water Street ¢ Peru
815-223-1742

Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse
1207 22nd St.
815-539-9306

FUNERAL HOMES

Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 W. Main St.
815-539-8500

Meyers Furniture & Carpet & Mattress
1901 S. 13th Ave.
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES

Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St.
815-539-9341

HEALTH CARE CLINIC

Davis Family Health, LLC
1201 Meriden St.
815-538-1800

HEATING & COOLING
CONTRACTORS

Correa Heating and Air Conditioning
815-910-9876

Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011

IL License #055-009898

Triple Service

Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.

815-539-3828

IL Lic. #055-041123

HOME HEALTH /HOSPICE

In-Home Care
Connection Hospice Services

680 W. Peru St., Princeton
815-872-7447

www.ihcccare.com

First State Insurance
715 Washington St. ® 815-539-5651

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. » 815-539-9311

Highsmith Haul Away
815-993-8673
HighsmithHaul Away.com

KITCHEN & BATH

Maze Lumber
Water Street ¢ Peru
815-223-1742

Someone’s In the Kitchen
1619 N. Main St. ¢ Princeton
815-879-0604
www.somekitchen.com

1605 Division Street « Mendota
srwoodproducts.com

LIBRARY

Graves-Hume Public Library
1401 W. Main St.

815-538-5142

www.graveshume.org

Breaking The Prairie Museum and
Country Chapel

684 8th St.

815-539-3373

Hume Carnegie Museum
901 Washington St.
815-539-3373

Union Depot Railroad Museum
638 Main St.
815-538-3800

OPTOMETRIST

Dr. Tara Van de Wyngaerde
700 14th Ave.
815-539-6291

PET GROOMING

Dirty Dawgs
1111 Main St.
815-538-2550

GOMMUNITY MATTERS

Mendota Pet Salon
2104 E. Main St.
815-878-3185

Sicily Pizzeria L.L.C.
709 13th Avenue
815-539-7550

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS

Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011

IL License #055-009898

Triple Service

Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.

815-539-3828

IL Lic. #055-041123

POST FRAME BUILDERS

N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road

815-539-9325

New construction & repair

REALTORS

Erbes Realty, LL.C
1922 Tower Road ¢ Sublette
815-535-6295 ¢ Lorierbes@gmail.com

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5
815-539-3811

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St.
815-539-5673

Town & Country Realty
607 Sixth St.
(815) 539-6635

RESTAURANTS

Cindy’s on 34
1300 Raymond Drive
815-539-9000

McDonald’s in Mendota

2 locations

Stop in and see us today!!

NOW HIRING - EOE- Locally Owned and Operated
by Paul and Mary Breznay

El Ray Del Taco Mexican Restaurant
701 Main St.
815-539-7100

SEAMLESS ROOFING

DuroLast Roofing
705 Tllinois Ave.
815-539-5142

License #104005528

TAX PREPARATION

H&R Block
1313 Meriden St.
815-539-7610
hrblock.com

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St.
815-539-9311

Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St. ¢ 815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic * 815-910-0200

TRANSPORTATION

Mendota Area Senior Services
1901 Tom Merwin Drive

815-539-7700

mendotaseniors1978 @yahoo.com

Gibson Towing
Leland and Sandwich
815-651-9436

Orzech Towing
Compton 815-343-8047
Sublette 815-849-5171

Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul, Matt & Brendan Ramer

4266 E. 4th Road

815-539-5321

VAPE/SMOKE SHOP

Smooth Smokes and Vapor
1001 Main St.
815-539-3499

VETERINARIANS

Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM ABVP
1205 Sixth Ave.

815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com

Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM

Rt. 251 N.

815-539-6601

www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING

Maze Lumber
Water Street ¢ Peru
815-223-1742

815-539-7459
www.mendota.il.us

NMLS#447018
WwWww.eur ekasavmgs.com

1300 13th Ave. 101 N. Columbia
Mendota, IL Ave.
61342 QOglesby, IL 61348
Ph. 539-5656 Ph. 883-3354

2959 Peoria St.
Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-9400

105 West 1st
South St.
Wenona, IL
61377
Ph: 853-4333

250 Marquette
S

LaSalle, IL
61301
Ph. 223-0700

FINANCIAL

CREDITIUNION

Membership Open to the Community

S

1905 13th Avenue | Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-3444

FIRST STATE BANK

706 Washington St. 1 1403 13th Ave.
firststatebank.biz | 800.362.9623

D sic

fyQm

FIRST STATE INSURANCE

715
Washington Street
815-539-5651

Free cheeseburger when you
purchase a cheeseburger!

One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid with any other
offer. Only redeemable at McDonald’s in Mendota.

2 locations
Mendota
*Locally owned and operated
by Paul & Mary Breznay

Expires 02-28-2024

:2°3°% NUMARK

CREDITUNION

WHERE YOU ARE FAMILY

Earlville - Paw Paw « Sublette
NUMARKCU.ORG
Federally Insured by NCUA
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First Federal Savings
announces promotions

OTTAWA - First Fed-
eral Savings Bank recently
announced the promotion
of Gayle A. Peasley to Vice
President
of Branch
Operations.
Peasley has
been with
the bank
since 1995
holding
positions
in branch
management and branch
supervision. Most recently,
she has held the position of
Assistant Vice President/
Branch Coordinator.

Carol R. Harris was pro-
moted to Vice President of
Human Resources & Em-
ployee Development. Harris
has been with First Federal
since 1998 serving in various
roles in branch supervision,

Peasley

and in both a management
and agent capacity for First
Fed Insurance Agency, Inc.
She most recently held the
position of
Assistant
Vice Pres-
ident of
Human Re-
sources.
Presi-
dent and
CEO Konni
Rodeghier
stated, “I would like to con-
gratulate and thank Gayle
Peasley and Carol Harris for
their dedication and service.
Not unlike any other small
business, it is the talent and
commitment of our team that
sets us apart. They are key
members of our management
team and together we are
focused on the future of our
community bank.”

Harris

ILLINOISVALLEY
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

IVCC wants to hear
your stories as it
preps for centennial

OGLESBY —Overthelast
100 years, LPO-IVCC has
inspired a lot of stories — all
of them yours.

Now, as the college pre-
pares to celebrate its centen-
nial amid a flurry of archive
dives, keepsake roundups,
and commemorative activ-
ities, IVCC is preparing to
write its next chapter — and
that begins, as it always has,
with you!

IVCC wants to collect
your memories of the col-
lege, and is giving you the
opportunity to tell your LPO-
[VCC story!

Were you introduced to
new ideas, or a career — or
your spouse? Are your ties
generations-strong?

Who or what had a pro-
found effect on you? Who,
or what, exposed your lead-
ership, your entrepreneurial
spirit, your artistry, or pro-
foundly impacted your life?
And how did LPO-IVCC fit
in the ways you impacted the

lives of others in the Illinois
Valley and beyond?

Did youwitness the lights
going dim and the swelling
applause that greeted your
appearance on the theater
stage? Or do your memories
spring from slugging that
winning home run or sprint-
ing across the court to con-
gratulate your teammates?

Did the GI Bill propel
your college adventure and
later career, or did generosity
through ascholarshipmakea
difference in your life?

Just as there is no limit
to how far LPO-IVCC has
taken you, there is no end to
the reasons why LPO-IVCC
means so much to you. There
are no small tales — they all
count in making LPO-IVCC
what it is and will be. You’re
all still a part of the story, as
IVCChasbeenapartofyours
for a century and counting.

Tell your story at the fol-
lowing link: https://forms.
office.com/r/kSY7iKaUFL

Carpet Weaver’s

FLOORING ¥ FURNITURE GALLERY

Flooring = Carpet = Tile
Luxury Vinyl = Lament = Custom Showers

Free Design
Service

Mobile Service
Express

Come See Tony, Annette & Chris
815 410-4999 | 4250 Mahoney Drive, Peru

WANTED!

CLASSIC CARS

TOP S5

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars,
Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,
Hot Rods, Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

Call Jim at 630-201-8122

01192022

Neurodj

¥
L

Minds of All Kinds members Aaron Noble, Alexia Gross and Sonja Penney welcomed questions from classmates
during Spirit Day 2023. Members of the new neurodiversity group are gearing up for a new semester of activities,
support and advocacy. (Photo contributed)

Minds of All Kinds group starts at IVCC

OGLESBY - IVCC’s
newest diversity student
organization is finding its
voice.

The aptly named Minds
of All Kinds is a group for
whom neurodiversity is
no mystery, and members
who formed it last fall have
been introducing the group
and the concept behind it
to classmates. Now they’re
deciding what’s next.

Through leadership in
campus and community
diversity and equity issues,
Tina Hardy hopes the group
will give members a place to
be heard —but she also wants
it to be a place to belong.
“It’s a place to be you and to
tell others about you,” said
the coordinator of IVCC’s
Center for Accessibility and
Neurodiversity.

“Students will have a
chance to participate in
events and activities they
never felt they could before.
They will see that they can
make contributions and be
an important part of a com-
munity that has respect for
them and a place for them.
And that’s a big deal,” said
Hardy.

The term neurodiversity
acknowledges that brains
develop differently, in some
cases due to medical disor-
ders, learning disabilities
or other conditions. It chal-
lenges labels that Hardy says
leave people feeling “less
than,” or broken, who “get
overlooked, sometimes, in
conversations” about what
will affect them.

Organizations similar to

Minds of All Kinds have
sprouted on college cam-
puses to support an often
underserved and under-rep-
resented population, Hardy
said. She says the IVCC
group’s formation now is
right in a lot of ways: “the
right students, the right time
at the college, the right time
in society.”

What can neurodiversity
look like? Hardy cites a few
examples: “Some people
struggle to communicate
verbally or in writing but
do advanced math beyond
the scope of most of us.
Sometimes neurodiversity
looks like that. Some people
can’t pay attention to boring
things but their brains are
suited to making decisions,
acting quickly and looking at
details. Some people might
be creative or artistic but
struggle with math orreading
or organizing their thoughts.
Sometimes neurodiversity
looks like that.”

Unlike some physical
differences, neurodiversi-
ty isn’t always apparent.
But differences created by
dyslexia, ADHD, autism,
anxiety and other condi-
tions still create or intensify
challenges in anything from
making friends or adapting
to change to focusing or
coping. Strategies, accom-
modations, or adjustments
of environment can help.

Ultimately, Hardy said:
“All brains are good brains
and have a broad range of
skills and abilities that can
be valued and used. Expec-
tations and environments

CALL US FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

PR

X T E R

MASTER

I O R S

Satisfaction Guaranteed

Roofing, Siding, Gutters & Storm Damage Professionals
promasterroofx.com
630-397-0232 or 877-800-0776

Sandwich, IL
Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00-6:00 | Saturday 9:00-12:00

Like and follow us on FB

. AT
m this Winter!

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING

GM
PLUMBING & HEATING INC
815-882-2111

404 W. Main St., McNabb, IL ¢ www.grassersplumbingheating.com

11132023

Stay Warm

Let us keep your furnace
running smooth. Call today to
schedule service and ensure

a comfortable home!
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might be the problem, not
the brain or the person.”

Member Alexia Gross
welcomes questions from
classmates because, she
says, “it’s good for people
to realize that people aren’t
less intelligent or cop-outs
ifthey struggle with certain
things. I used to feel dumb
because of that.”

“We just think and pro-
cess differently but we’re
still people. It’s the way
our brains work,” agrees
member Laura Pool.

Member Sonja Penney,
no stranger to self-advoca-
cy, wants to be an example
of it to others. Her previous
experience with a neuro-
diversity group, that she
shared with Hardy, proved
tobeacatalyst forthe [IVCC
group.

She’s happy knowing
neurodiverse students have
“somewhere to belong if
they want to, where they
can find support in ways
they need to do better in
school. And it’s important
to me to know that faculty
at the school I attend want
to support students and ac-
tually create that support.”

Neurodiverese students
“want to be treated as equals
and for our opinions to be
recognized,” said member
AaronNoble. He hopes neu-
rodiverse and neurotypical
people grow comfortable
with each other and the
concept. “The group has
given me hope that I can
make a positive difference
inthe world. I wantto create
events where we can talk

about mental health and
how to make it better for
each of us.”

Meanwhile, members
have found somewhere
to belong. Noble said he
found a best friend. And
Gross says she can relax in
the company of people who
understand her challenges.

“I'haven’t had a connec-
tion like this before. We
look out for each other,”
she said. “It’s just really
nice to feel like you can say
anything and not have to
dumb itdown to people who
don’tunderstand. [ feel like
where I live, neurodiversity
doesn’t get talked about.”

The group’s members
share their abilities on- and
off campus. They are suc-
cessful students. One’s a
business entrepreneur. Two
are tutors. One enjoys re-
search and has found aniche
as a community activist.

As a tutor, Noble says,
“I can take concepts that
I understand and explain
them at a basic level to
someone who is just getting
introduced to the subject. I
know what worked to help
me learn, and I can show
others that process.”

Adds Penney, “People
with different abilities build
resilience, and that’s a big
skill not everyone has.”

Member Raul Campos
believes the group’s diver-
sity isits strength. “One per-
son’s good at this, another at
that, and another at another
thing, so we come together
and are good at different
things, not just one.”

INVOLVED IN AN ACCIDENT
OR NEED A TOW?
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EMERGENCY ROADSIDE SERVICE
TOWING & RECOVERY
JUMP STARTS
TIRE CHANGES
FUEL DELIVERY

Y

WE BUY

JUNK

CARS

PR

24"

815-651-9436°GIBSONTOW@GMAIL.COMeGIBSONTOW.COM

Janko Realty & Development

Janko Realty currently has 1,2 and 3
bedroom and studio units
available for rent in Mendota.
Please check out our available
rentals and applications online at
www.jankorealty.propertyware.com
or call 815-830-4422.
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POLICE
BLOTTER

WARRANT ARREST

Dane M. Towne, 27,0904
Washington St., Mendota,
was arrested at noon on Jan.
11 onaDeKalb County failure
to appear warrant for driving
while license suspended. The
subject was transported to the
LaSalle County jail.

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE SUSPENDED

Kayla M. Falcon, 29, of
407 Fifth Ave., Mendota, was
charged with driving while
license suspended after a
traffic stop at Second Street
and Fourth Avenue at 2:40
p.m. Jan. 17. The subject
was released with a LaSalle
County court date.
DOMESTIC BATTERY

Ethan A. Brown, 27, of
1415 E. Main St., Mendota,
was charged with domestic
battery at 6:08 p.m. Jan. 17.
The arrest was the result of
a9-1-1 call earlier in the day
and a subsequent investiga-
tion by the Mendota Police
Department. The subject was
transported to the LaSalle
County jail to appear before
a judge.

WARRANT ARREST

Steven D. Eisenbach,
42, of West Allis, Wis.,
was arrested at 11:59 p.m.
Jan. 22 on a Racine (Wis.)
County warrant for robbery
with force after police made
contact with him in the 2700
block of East 12th Street. The
subject was transported to the

Winter weather

ordinances

MENDOTA - During
winter weather conditions, the
Mendota Police Department
reminds residents to obey the
following ordinances:

* Ordinance 41.38 — Park-
ing After Snowfall

It shall be unlawful to park
any vehicle on any public
street in the city at any time
after a snowfall of two inches
or more has occurred, unless
the snow has ceased and has
been plowed off or otherwise
removed from the street.

Any person, firm, part-
nership, corporation or as-
sociation found violating the
provisions of this ordinance
shall be subject to a fine of
$25 for each violation of this
ordinance and may be subject
to towing said vehicle away.
The cost of said towing shall
be the obligation and expense
ofthose violating this Section.

* Ordinance 6.21 — Depos-
iting Snow in Streets

No person within the city
shall remove any snow from
his private property or from
offstreet parking lots orright of
way parking into any of the city
streets or alleys. This Section
does not apply to removal of
snow from sidewalks. This
Sectionis specifically directed
to, but not limited to gasoline
stations, medical and dental
clinics, or any other business or
corporation which has private
parking on the property or in
those areas where the berm
of the city has been dedicated
or given over for parking

LaSalle County jail. facilities.
NORTHER | Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!
D 21 D
1T 0 i Binc. 705 Illinois Ave.

pr ey
%=
THE WORLD’S BEST ROOFs

815-539-5142

nilsroofing.com
DURO’LAST. Authorized Contractor. NRCA « BBB

Mendota, IL 61342

Mendota snowmobile routes

MENDOTA - For those individuals who are operating
snowmobiles throughout the city of Mendota, please obey all
traffic laws and show respect for private and public property.
Remember, routes are in the curb edge of the roadway only,
not the shoulder, through yards or on sidewalks. Those found
in violation will be subject to any and all applicable fines,
including restitution for any damage done.

Designated snowmobile routes are as follows:

* Cherry Street from
First Avenue west to
Seventh Avenue

* Seventh Avenue from
Cherry Street north to
Fifth Street

* Fifth Street from
Seventh Avenue east to
alley between Seventh
and Sixth avenues

* Alley between Seventh and Sixth avenues north to
Seventh Street

* Seventh Street to Front Street

* Front Street north from Seventh to Eighth streets

* Eighth Street west crossing BNSF railroad tracks

* 15th Street from First Avenue west to Lincoln Avenue

* Lincoln Avenue from 15th Street south to 12th Street

¢ 12th Street from Lincoln Avenue west to E. Main Street

* E. Main Street from 12th Streetnorth toIllinois Route 251

* Third Street from W. Seventh Avenue west to 12th Avenue

* 12th Avenue from Third Street south to Second Street

* Second Street from 12th Avenue west to 14th Avenue

* 14th Avenue from Second Street south to Division Street

* Division Street from 14th Avenue west to west city limits

oRZECy,

Auto Truck And Tow LLC
301 N. Richmond St., Sublette

815-849-5171

* 24/7 Light/Medium Duty Towing & Recovery
* Auto Truck Repair
+ Emergency Roadside Assistance

« Jump Starts
* Fuel Delivery

« Flat Tire Changes

« Lock Out Service

« Secure Impound Yard

%Mmﬂnt qui

Ma' S S{a{mn 714 Main St.
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Mendota
815-539-7011
Friday Night-January 26th
Cod Augratin

Carry-out & curbside
plck uR always

Saturday Night - January 27th
Cookout Night
Ribeye or Chops with Salad Bar,
Vegetable and Dessert
Full Menu Available

Sunday Funday with Big Uproar
Feb. 4th from 2pm to 5pm
Kitchen open at noon!

Serving lunch and Loaded Bloody Mary’s!

i

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.

www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

01222024

Join us EVERY Thursday Night for WINGS!
Bone-In or Boneless

Sunday & Wednesday
Special:

1/4 Fried Chicken

with coleslaw and

French fries

Monday & Wednesday:
$5 margaritas!

IIIHHI-:II FOR TWO
Saturday, Feb. 10th

New York Steak

Fajitas for Two
2 Classic Margaritas
& Tres Leches Cake

Rt. 251 Mendota
(815) 539-5985

Open 7 Days A Week

Sun-Wed. 11am-9pm

Thur. 4pm-9pm | Fri. & Sat. 11am-9pm
Joe & Ana Arteaga

¢ L }ARAPE
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Regervatmns Accepted

The UPWalker is a

device that can change
your life by changing
the way you walk. It

revolutionary new mobility

enables you to stand upright
when you walk- with your spine
straight and your eyes looking
straight ahead. Your weight is
supported by your upper arms
and shoulders, some of the
strongest parts of your body.
Traditional walkers and rollators
force you to put the pressure of
your body weight on your hands
and wrists. You push them in
front of you, looking at the
ground instead of where you
going. The UPWalker moves
with you, with your body
perfectly aligned and your feet
free to walk in a normal fashion. Its easy-adjust height system allows it to be
the perfect fit/height for anyone from 410" to 6'1” and supports up to 300
pounds. The new stand-assist handles enable you to distribute your weight
across your arms and shoulders, not your hands and wrists to help reduce
back, neck, wrist pain and discomfort. It features comfortable arm pads,
hand brakes, a fold-down seat, a backrest and two storage bags. It’s built
with aircraft-grade aluminum @
to be sturdy yet lightweight,
and its sleek design and
oversized wheels make it @
perfect for tight spots in the
house or walking in the yard.

Join millions of older Americans who are rediscovering the joy of walking
“I’m on the move again
with my UPWalker!”

Includes

6 FREE
Accessories!
(a $142 value)

or champagne

Better Way

UPWalker Premium Lite

from Journey Health & Lifestyle

Call now Toll-Free

From the makers of the original UPWalker®

« Stand-Assist Handles
« Folds Easily
« Optimized Center of Gravity « Easy-Brake Wheels

Plus, now you can choose between dark luster silver

plopped in front of the TV all
day. Pick up the phone and
take back your life. Call now.

» Comfortable Seat
» Adjustable Backrest al'e€

WARRANTY

SHEDDING GUTTER SYSTEM. LeafGiarde
Why spend another day 18
bent over and shuffling @ SCRATCHGUARD® VBV THE SEAL
around- or worse yet,
PAINT FINISH

$50 VISA GIFT CARD

Upon completion off appointment

LIFETIME NO-CLOG

MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY
FOR YOUR HOME

THE ONLY ONE-PIECE
SEAMLESS DEBRIS

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own
your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute In-hume product wnsultation will
recelve 4 $50Visa gift card. Retall valug Is §50. Offer sponsured by Leafguard Holdings Inc. Limit
one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless quiter protection. This offer
Is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. IT married or involved with a life partner, both
cohabitating persons must attend and complate presentation together. Participants must have
d photo 1D and be legally able T enter Into a wntract. The fullowing persons are nut ellgible for
this uffer: empluyees of Company or affillated companles or entitles, thelr immediate family
members, previous participants in d Company In-home consultation within the past 12 months
and all current and former Company customers. GIft may not be extended, transfierred, of
substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value If it deems it
necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mall within
10 days of reczlpt of the promution form. Not valld In wnjunction with any vther promution

75% OFF INSTALLATION

Does not include cost of materials

Call Today for Your
FREE Estimate!

815-673-7499

-GOOD-
HOUSEKEEPING

or discount of any Kind. Offer not sponsored and 1s subject tv change without notice prior to
855-422-8221 reservation. Except In the states of MD, NY and DC, where the gift card offer Is limited to §25. SPECIALG
. . Offer not avallable In the states of CA, IN, PA and M1 Explres 1/31/24. - ' "
Please mention promotion code 601943. 5 e'"”_’“”'a S g 3 ot - FINHNCI“
uwy » 9 A « d
© 2023 Joumey Health and Lifestyle 3 2es oo o2 P i 2T .. B [\'] AII.IIBI-E
- e & . n” oe "-. 8 .
- & e 4 Rl
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SIRE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 2024

JAN. 29TH - FEB. 2ND

( CELEBRATING )
COMMUNITY

FAVORITE TV/MOVIE

TUESDAY

CLASS COLOR DAY

CHARACTER DAY PRE K- RAINBOW  YTH- YELLOW

KINDER- GREEN 9TH- WHITE

ALL SCHOOL PRAYER, SAINT A L g

PRESENTATION, & BINGO 3RD- RED §TH- BLACK
1:00PM-2:30PM

PARENTS AND GRANDPARENTS NO HOMEWORK DAY
WELCOME TO JOIN

BOWLING @ ELKS

DONATION DAY

WEDNESDAY

HOLY SPIRIT DAY
WEAR RED SHIRT & SCHOOL BOTTOMS

ALL SCHOOL MASS- 8AM
FAMILIES WELCOME

BAGS TOURNAMENT WITH
COMMUNITY HEROES- 1PM

FRIDAY

STUDENTS NEED CLEAN/DRY
PAIR OF SHOES

THURSDAY

DODGEBALL T-SHIRT DAY

ALTAR SERVER RECOGNITION
S5TH- 8TH GRADE

DODGEBALL
TOURNAMENT- 1PM

C )

SPORT DAY 8TH GRADE RAFFLE
$0.25 EACH OR 5 FOR $1.00
ALL SCHOOL STREAM
12:30PM WWJID BRACELET RAFFLE

WEAR YOUR BRACELET ALL WEEK
TO EARN TICKETS

PRIZES ARE DRAWN ON FRIDAY

SPONSORS

First State Bank
706 Washington St. &
1403 13th Ave.
800-362-9623
Member FDIC

One Stop Heating & Cooling

Mendota

309-472-4924

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St.
815-539-5673

The City of Mendota
800 Washington St.
815-539-7459
Mendota Monument Co.
606 S. Main St.
815-539-7276

Mauch Carpentry

705 Illinois Ave.

815-539-7867

Expression Salon

709 Illinois Ave.
815-830-6033

ARS Auto Repair
307 Plaza Drive
815-538-2412

Pizza By Marchelloni’s
1210 Meriden St.
815-538-2145

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.
815-539-3444

Member ESi NCUA

JAESSEY

IMPLEMENT REPAIR

Peter Vaessen, Owner
542 US Rt. 52 e Sublette, IL 61367
815-849-9010

Frank and
Anita Kobilsek

Kobilsek Wood Turning
Mendota

David M. Kaleel
Attorney At Law

806 Jefferson St.
Mendota, IL
815-539-5616

Fax: 815-539-5617

%MERRITT

800 Monroe Street
Mendota, IL 61342
Phone: 815-539-7211
www.merrittfh.com
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SPORTS

Mendota’s Dane Doyle gets a shot up over the tight defense of Amboy’s Eddie Jones during the Trojans’ 63-48 victory
on Jan. 20 at Amboy. (Reporter photo)

Trojans get road wins over Kewanee, Amboy

Wins are always hard to
come by at Kewanee, but
Mendota was able to pull off
the feat, 62-57, in a Three
Rivers Conference battle on
Jan. 19 at the Boiler gym.
Mendota is 2-1 in league
play.

The Trojans got off the
bus firing as five different
players dented the scoring
column on their way to 22
points and a nine-point lead
over Kewanee after the open-
ing stanza. Mendota held a
33-27 halftime advantage.

The Boilers were able
to battle back in the third
period to take a 45-44 lead
heading to the fourth, but
the Trojans regained their
composure and outscored
Kewanee, 18-12, in the final
frame to pick up the win.
[zaiah Nanez netted six of
eight free throws in the fourth
and Aden Tillman knocked
down a pair of three-pointers
and a conventional bucket to
secure the victory.

Tillman finished with five
treys and 19 points to pace
the Trojans. Cale Strouss
dropped in 11 points, while
Nanez and Braiden Freeman
had 10 tallies apiece.

ko

Mendota survived its own
slow start and then a big
second-half rally by Amboy
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to down the Clippers, 63-48,
in a nonconference contest
on Jan. 20 at Amboy. The
Trojans upped their record
to 9-11.

The Clippers came out
firing early in the first quarter
as a pair of three-pointers
and aconventional basket by
Quinn Leffelman lifted them
to a 10-2 lead. But Mendota
finally found its footing and
outscored Amboy, 11-1,over
the remainder of the period
to take a 13-11 lead.

The Trojans were able to
stretch the margin to double
digitsat29-16 before Amboy
closed out the half on a 5-0
runtoslice the countto29-21
heading to the locker room.

Amboy’s Eddie Jones
scored the first basket of
the third quarter to make it
a 7-0 Amboy scoring streak
before a three-pointer by
Mendota’s Tillman halted
the run. A two-pointer by
Tillman gave the Trojans a
36-28 advantage at the 6:04
mark of the third and then
the Clippers did all of the
scoring over the next two
minutes and 19 seconds to
take their first lead since the
opening stanza.

Brody Christoffersen
started a 9-0 Clipper run with
athree-pointer, followed by a
bucketby Troy Andersonand

%

MENDOTA 62, KEWANEE 57

Mendota (62)

FG FT FIs TP
Strouss 4 3-6 5 M
Kelly 2 12 4 7
Dewey 0 12 3 1
Nanez 2 69 3 10
Freeman 5 00 3 10
Tillman 7 00 3 19
Doyle 2 02 1 4
Totals 22 11-21 22 62

Kewanee (57)

FG FT FIs TP
Jordan 0 0-0 1 0
G. Lewis 3 00 O 7
B. Lewis 2 2-4 3 8
Reed 3 2-4 3 10
Conley 0 0-0 3 0
Murray 0 00 2 0
Welgat 0 0-0 1 0
Clark 13 6-12 4 32
Ellerbrock 0 0-0 1 0
Johnston 0 0-0 3 0
Totals 21 10-20 21 00

SCORE BY QUARTERS

Mendota 22 33 44 62

Kewanee 13 27 45 57
Three-pointgoals: Mendota - Tillman
5, Kelly 2; Kewanee - G. Lewis 1, B.
Lewis 2, Reed 2

MENDOTA 63, AMBOY 48

Mendota (63)

FG FT Fls TP
Strouss 5 1-2 3 13
Aughenbaugh 2 0-0 4 5
Kelly 2 00 3 4
Dewey 1 0-0 2 2
Nanez 6 4-8 2 17
Freeman 1 1-2 2 3
Tillman 3 44 111
Doyle 3 12 2 8
Totals 23 11-21 22 63

Amboy (48)

FG FT FIis TP
Jones 5 34 5 13
Anderson 2 00 3 4
Leffelman 6 5-6 4 20
Christoffersen 1 2-3 4 5
Parker 1 2-4 3 4
Daniels 1 00 O 2
McNinch 0 00 1 0
Totals 16 12-17 20 48

SCORE BY QUARTERS

Mendota 13 29 46 63
Amboy 1 21 41 48

Three-pointgoals: Mendota - Strouss
2, Aughenbaugh 1, Nanez 1, Tillman
1, Doyle 1; Amboy - Leffelman 3,
Christoffersen 1

then asteal and slam dunk by
Jones. An Ezra Parker hoop
completed the scoring binge
to give Amboy a 37-36 lead
with 3:45 left in the quarter.

The lead went back and
forth over the next two
minutes with Amboy’s final
advantage being 41-40.
Mendota tallied the final six
points of the period on two
free throws from Tillman and
baskets by Logan Dewey and
Nanez.

Mendota’s Dane Doyle
connected on a three-pointer

to open the fourth frame to
finish off a 9-0 Trojan run.
A Jones free throw broke
Amboy’s scoring drought,
but Mendota went on to
outscore the Clippers, 14-6,
the rest of the way. Strouss
gotasteal and alayup to start
a 7-0 Mendota run over the
next two and a half minutes.

Nanez had 17 points and
Strouss chipped in with 13
for Mendota, while Leffel-
man and Jones netted 20
and 13 points, respectively,
for Amboy.

Hononegah (5967).

Clair Bowl in O’Fallon.

L. Bauer headed to
state bowling tourney

O MHS senior takes 4th in sectional

ROCKFORD —-Mendota High School bowler Landon
Bauer is on his way to the IHSA State Bowling Tourna-
ment after his performance in the Rockford Jefferson
Boys’ Sectional Bowling Tournament on Jan. 20 at Don
Carter Lanes in Rockford.

Bauer, a senior, was one of the
top seven bowlers not on a state
qualifying team, which earned him
atrip tostate. Bauer, who finished in
fourth place overall in the individual
standings, rolled a six-game series
of 1382. His game scores were 267,
215, 206, 244, 225 and 225.

Mike Robinson of Morton was
the individual sectional champion
with a 1478 series. Zach Kunkle of Minooka (1440) and
Devin Titus of Machesney Park Harlem (1393) were the
only other bowlers to finish ahead of Bauer.

Mendota placed eighth out of 15 schools in the
team standings with a pin total of 5910. The top six
schools earn bids to the state tournament. They were
Machesney Park Harlem (6346), Morton (6212), Dakota
(6130), Minooka (6103), Dixon (5977) and Rockton

Fiver other bowlers competed for the Trojans in the
sectional. Alex Holland fired a 1214 series with games
0f258,196, 158, 184,215 and 203. Paxton Bauer rolled
games of 168, 199, 186, 193, 198 and 217 for a series
of 1161, while Kooper Novak totaled 1132 with games
0f203, 231,178,170, 171 and 179. Dean Gilbert (164,
180, 170, 146 — 660) and BJ Bresley (224, 137 — 361)
also participated for Mendota.

The THSA State Bowling Tournament will be con-
tested on Friday, Jan. 26 and Saturday, Jan. 27 at St.

L. Bauer

MHS lands familiar coach
to area volleyball scene

A D. Salazar takes over Spiker program

By KIP CHEEK
Sports editor

MENDOTA — Anyone
familiar with high school vol-
leyball in the Illinois Valley
area has probably heard of
Demi Salazar. He’s held head
coach and assistant coaching
positions at Hall, LaSalle-Pe-
ru, St. Bede, Ottawa, Ottawa
Marquette and Henry.

Now, he canadd Mendota
High School to that list. The
1976 graduate of St. Bede
Academy was approved by
the District 280 Board of Ed-
ucationonJan. 16 to become
the next coach of the Spikers
beginning this fall.

Salazar last coached at
the high school level at Hall,
stepping down in 2019 after
11 years in two different
stints there to allow more
time to watch his own family
members play the sport. He
is currently involved in the
Diggersz Volleyball Club
out of Spring Valley, but he’s
eager to get back in the high
school gym.

“Mendota had a need and
I have a love of volleyball
forthe entireIllinois Valley,”
said Salazar. “When I can, |
dowhatIcantoincreasekids’
love of it. I left volleyball
for a while because my own
granddaughters played and
I wanted to see them. They
are out of high school now
and the next wave is in grade
school, so the conditions
have changed.

“Idid come back because
there is a need and I still
can help volleyball in the
area by getting a new group
of coaches experience and

offering multiple systems so
they can choose what they
think works for them while
setting up a system while
doing what I love.”

Salazar has accumulated
more than 400 career wins.
He captured two sectional
championships at Putnam
County and
two at Hall,
one of those
leading to a
fourth-place
finish in the
state tour-
— nament in
Salazar  2005.Heisa
big believer in emphasizing
the defensive aspect of the
game, something he will
instill in the Spiker players
once they begin their time
together.

“My belief is that de-
fense gets you to state,”
Salazar said. “I have had
three girls with 400-600
kills in one season and set-
ters with over 800 assists
in a single season, all area
records. But if you look at
the underlying reasons, in
addition to the hitting and
setting skills, the libero
from that year did not let
anything fall. We had mul-
tiple opportunities.

“The major stat I mark is
how many times we don’t
touch the ball on our side.
Some of our greatest games,
wetouched every ball. Every
ball is crazy.

“We run a defense pri-
marily called middle-middle.

See Salazar, Page B3

NIU BASKETBALL
SINGLE GAME TICKETS
ON SALE NOW!

MEN’S BASKETBALL

PRICES START AT

WOMEN'’S BASKETBALL
PRICES START AT

GET YOUR TICKETS TODRY!
815-753-7225 | NIUHUSKIES.COM

BASKETBALL
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The Mendota girls’ bowling team finished second in the Three Rivers Conference
Tournament on Jan. 17. Left to right, are Brisa Nunez, Lauren Holland and Madison
Sproston. (Photo contributed)

Lady Trojan bowlers grab 2nd
place in conference tourney

PRINCETON-The Mendota girls’bowl-
ing team captured second-place honors in the
Three Rivers Conference Bowling Tourna-
ment held on Jan. 17 at Pin Splitter Lanes
in Princeton. Kewanee was the host school.

Hall took the top team spot with a 2498
series, followed by Mendota with a 2476,
Erie-Prophetstown with a2466 and Kewanee

with a 2388.

The participants bowled three regular
games and 10 Baker games. Mendota trailed
by 156 pins at the start of the Baker format

and then finished just 22 pins out of earning
the conference championship. The Baker for-
mat comprises a team of bowlers who rotate
bowling in each frame in a game.
Mendota’s Lauren Holland finished in
fourth place overall with a 460 series. Also
competing for the Lady Trojans were Brisa
Nunez, eighth place with a 375 series, and

Madison Sproston, 11th place with a 298

series.

Kristina Armstrong of Kewanee was the
individual champion with a 490 series.

Sophomore boys collect 2 wins

The Mendota sopho-
more boys’basketball team
chalked up a pair of wins
over Kewanee and Amboy
last week. The Trojans
improved to 11-7 overall
and 2-1 in the conference.

The Trojans and Ke-
wanee hooked up in a
low-scoring affair that
went to Mendota, 33-25,
in Three Rivers Confer-
ence action on Jan. 19 at
Kewanee.

Mendota held an 18-13

halftime lead before the
home team sliced the defi-
cit to two (23-21) heading
to the fourth quarter. The
Trojans were able to stretch
the lead by outscoring
Kewanee, 10-4, in the final
frame.

Alex Beetz hit double
digits for Mendota with 15
points, while Drew Becker
and Dane Doyle connected
for eight and seven points,

respectively.
sesksk

Mendota coasted to a
56-28 nonconference vic-
tory at Amboy on Jan. 20.

The Trojans scored 29
points in the first half and
then poured it on in the
third period with a 22-point
outburst.

Doyle had the hot hand
for Mendota with 17 points,
15 of them coming in the
first half. Alex Beetz was
next with 13 points, while
Ramiro Palacios provided
seven markers.

Trojan wrestlers set for Sandwich Regional

SANDWICH - The
Mendota boys’ wrestling
team will participate in the
Sandwich Class 1A Region-
al to be held on Saturday,
Feb. 3.

Inaddition to the Trojans,
otherteamsintheregional in-

clude Amboy [Coop], Aurora
(Central Catholic), Granville
(Putnam County) [Coop],
Lisle (Sr.), Mooseheart, Ot-
tawa (Marquette), Peru (St.
Bede), Princeton, Sandwich
and Somonauk [Coop].

In order to advance to the

sectional round, a wrestler
must finish first, second or
third in his weight class.
Advancing individuals will
participate in the Byron
Sectional to be held Fri-
day, Feb. 9 and Saturday,
Feb. 10.

Continued from Page B2

However, we know the three
major defenses in case we
have to run them. This is
a long process, so my son,
Chris, who is also coaching
at MHS this fall and knows
these, willbe amajor factorin
how quickly we can achieve
this. He already trains some
of the Mendota junior high
kids in addition to other area
kids. He also has the same
drive and great energy to
make this happen quicker.”

On offense, Salazar said
he runs six major offensive
patterns plus variants that can
include the setter. He said
if the coaches can develop
hitters that reach a defense’s
kill zone, that can be effective
with lesser talent.

“Lately, there is a shift
from power hitting to tip-
ping and the two-handed
push,” noted Salazar. “While
effective early and needed
sometimes, younotice there-
gionals are often won by hard
hitting teams that overcome
the defense. So, itappears this
promotes season wins but not
necessarily regional ones.”

Having been around the
[llinois Valley all his life,
Salazar is well aware of the

volleyball success achieved
at Mendota High School.
But it’s been over a decade
(2011) since the Spikers won
aregional title, and that will
be on Salazar’s to-do list as
he takes over the program.
“When 1 started volley-
ball, the four major schools
were coached by Mark
Haberkorn (L-P), Mary
Stephenitch (Mendota), Rita
Placek (Princeton) and pos-
sibly me,” said Salazar.
“The entire area was a
powerhouse. We talked and
were a think tank, and we
understood that the more
power teams we could play,
the better we were. We need
that competition to win a re-
gional. Mendota was the first
club atmosphere and Mary
was truly great at bringing
that group together all year.
“The path back to there
is complicated. We lost from
what I see six to seven ma-
jor players from this year’s
team, so the underclass de-
velopment is key. We need
all available talent and to
promote sharing of it. The
thought needs to be that we
have four years per student to
get there. We emphasize that
winning inthe underclassisa
second priority to learning.”

Salazar’s son, Chris, was
hired to coach the freshman
team and Laura McNally
moved up to the sophomore
level. Salazar said Chris is
excellent in the area of form
and development, which is
where the process starts.

“Winning comes from
learning,” stated Salazar.
“We can’t get to state just
on talent. [ believe if we run
into something the kids don’t
know, itis more my faultthan
theirs. If kids believe in us
every day, at the end of the
year, we should be better.
Smiles make other teams
nervous.”

Salazar, who is currently
the Director of Technology at
Henry-Senachwine schools,
said he is grateful to be able
to get back in the gym at the
highschoollevel and pass his
vast knowledge of the sport
on to the players at MHS.

“My hope is that the staff
grows in the knowledge of
the defensive patterns and
offensive ones to prepare
the kids for whatever tasks
are before them,” explained
Salazar. “Butatthe end of the
day, the kids need to love to
play in order to win, and we
are responsible for fostering
that growth.”

Matmen fall to
two league foes

SHERRARD — Mendo-
ta’s wrestlers lostto Sherrard
and Sterling Newman in a
triangular meet on Jan. 18
at Sherrard.

The Trojans fell to New-
man, 78-6. Gavin Stevenson
gotthe lone win for Mendota.

Sherrard posted a 63-
12 triumph over Mendota.
Madrick Musgrove (pin) and
Nate Giberson (forfeit) were
onthe winning side for MHS.
Jan. 18 @ Sherrard
Sherrard 78, Mendota 6

106 — BIl. Grennan (S)
pinned Adrian Arteaga (M),
0:45; 113 — Gavin Steven-
son (M) def. Allen (S); 120
— Hansen (S) won forfeit;
126 — Benyo (S) won forfeit;
132 - Br. Grennan (S) pinned
Trayvon Rucker (M), 3:04;
138—Messer (S) pinned Cole
Kleckner(M),1:23; 144 —Ivey
(S) pinned Gavin Evans (M),
4:22; 150 — Rude (S) pinned
Rhett Watson (M), 1:28;
157 — Francis (S) won forfeit;
165 — Geske (S) won forfeit;
175 — Bleckert (S) pinned
Zach Schmidt (M), 0:36;
190 — Williams (S) pinned
Payton Gagliardo (M), 0:47;
215 — Newberry (S) pinned
Mike Thornhill (M), 3:48;
285—Nardini(S) pinned Nate
Giberson (M), 2:14
Newman 63, Mendota 12

106 — Werner (N) pinned
Arteaga (M), 1:08;113—Krahl
(N) pinned Stevenson (M),
1:53; 120 — Weber (N) won
forfeit; 126 — Pender (N)
won forfeit; 132 — Bynum
(N) dec. Rucker (M), 19-10;
138 — Fratzke (N) pinned
Kleckner (M), 3:33; 144 —
Knox (N) dec. Evans (M), 7-0;
150—-Adams(N)dec. Watson
(M), 13-10; 157 — Dutton (N)
won forfeit; 165 — King (N)
won forfeit; 175 — Thomas
(N) pinned Schmidt (M),
0:49; 190 — Weakley (N)
pinned Gagliardo (M), 2:26;
215—Madrick Musgrove (M)
pinned German(N),0:53;285
— Giberson (M) won forfeit

BOWLING

Wednesday Night
Men’s League

StandingsasofJan. 10—1.
Novak Farms 7-1; 2. JJI&L
Carpentry 4-4; 3. Mendota
Monument4-4; 4. First State
Bank 4-4; 5. O’Donnell
Excavating 4-4; 6. Black
Bros. 1-7

High team game (scratch)
—Mendota Monument 1078,
Noval Farms 1055, JJ&L
Carpentry 1024

High team game (hdcp)
— JJ&L Carpentry 1170,
Mendota Monument 1156,
First State Bank 1154

Highteam series (scratch)
— Novak Farms 3087, Men-
dota Monument 2973, JI&L
Carpentry 2895

High team series (hdcp)
— Novak Farms 3336, JJ&L
Carpentry 3333, First State
Bank 3279

High individual game
(scratch) — Matt Avery 266,
Tyler Schmitt 255, Nate
Bradford 253

High individual series
(scratch) — Matt Avery 709,
Mike Smith 688, Luke Ross
670

Monday Night
Mixed League
Standings as of Jan. 15 —
1. Bad Kats 9-1; 2. Leagal
Beagles 8-2; 3. Ramer Inc.
6-4; 4. Split Happens 4-6;
5. Sports-N-Stuff2-8; 6. CM
Farm 1-9
High team game
(scratch) — Split Happens

717, Leagal Beagles 648,
Ramer Inc. 639

High team game (hdcp) —
Split Happens 945, Bad Kats
942, Ramer Inc. 928

Highteam series (scratch)
—SplitHappens 2048, Leagal
Beagles 1880, Ramer Inc.
1845

High team series (hdcp)
—Bad Kats 2750, Split Hap-
pens 2732, Leagal Beagles
2714

Men’s high game
(scratch) — Matt Ramer 225,
Bob Thomas 223, Charlie
Betz 199

Men’s high game
(hdcp) — Bob Thomas
277, Charlie Betz 264,
Matt Ramer 253

Men’s high series
(scratch) — Matt Ramer 583,
Bob Thomas 555, Charlie
Betz 532

Men’shighseries (hdcp) -
Charlie Betz 727, Bob Thom-
as 717, Matt Ramer 667

Women’s high game
(scratch) — Gail Sessler 215,
Jessica Robinson 204, Dria
Kuntz 202

Women’s high game
(hdcp) — Gail Sessler 277,
Audrey Holocker 277, Dria
Kuntz 263

Women’s high series
(scratch) — Gail Sessler 587,
Jessica Robinson 577, Han-
nah Westphal 481

Women’s high series
(hdep) — Gail Sessler 773,
Jessica Robinson 748, Kim
Smith 717

| LaMoille H.S. boys’ basketball |

Jan. 17 @ Indian Creek
Indian Creek 68, LaMoille 42
Stats: Tyler Billhorn 22
points, 9 rebounds; Brayden
Klein, 14 points; Connor
Deering 5 rebounds

Jan. 18 @ LaMoille
LaMoille 45, DePue 27
Stats: Billhhorn 13 points,

17 rebounds; Deering 12
points, 12 rebounds; Klein
11 points

Jan. 20 @ LaMoille
Orangeville 72, LaMoille 62
Stats: Klein 22 points, 6
rebounds, 4 assists; Billhorn
21 points, 13 rebounds;Josh
Martin 12 points, 6 rebounds

We REPORT
To YOU
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12 Months

(Lee, Bureau and
LaSalle Counties)

703 Illinois Ave. Mendota IL 61342 ¢ 815-539-9396
M-F 8-4 ¢ www.mendotareporter.com

12 Months

(Out of Area)
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Best Of MHS

9 Week

Progress Report
Sophomore Class

Addy Allensworth

Litzy Celis

JazLynn Gambrell Vivian George

Kate Mikolasek

Amaya Morales

Jessica Reel

Aden Tillman

Sydney Tolley

Maren Atherton Emily Banks

Christionah

Sebastian Carlos
Brown

Johan Cortez Airam Cuevas

Sofia Gomez Brody Hartt

Aubrey Land Trey Lee

William

Musanovic

Mauricio Salinas Ariana Sanchez

Anna Valdes

Carlos Toribio

Alex Beetz Keegan Beetz

Ruby Bielema Kate Biers

Janae Carr Stephanie Casas

Laylie Denault Dane Doyle

Alexander
Holland

Addi Jones

Jahara Leiva Ella Lewis

Ramiro Palacios

Nick Sheridan
Rios

Giselle Vallejo Chloe Walzer

Milianna
Castaneda

Geovana
Castaneda

™w s & ‘:.
w s 0 )y
Vil a gl 14

Harlan Gallagher

Grady Jones

Hannah Mann Peri Manning

Zoey Polk Lily Prentiss

Leah Stamberger Joseph Stewart

Yot Peictured

Caeleb Ensor
Hector Gonzalez
Anthony Guerrero
Cara Stewart

Madison Work
McClain

FIRST
STATE
BANK

706 Washington St. | 1403 13th Ave.
firststatebank.biz | 800.362.963

= Fbic fXOMm

FINANCIAL 4

CREDITIUNION

Your Full Service,
Member Owned
Financial Institution

Membership Open to the Community
www financialplus.org

Mendota | Peru | Ottawa | Morris | Diamond

City of
MENDOTA

Mayor David Boelk
City Ojficials & Employees

Now Hiring - EOE
Locally Owned & Operated by Paul & Mary Breznay

@

Two Mendota Locations
2701 12th St. » 815-538-6012
1501 13th Ave  815-538-2100
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Seniors: Jace Baird, Landon Bauer, Madelyn Becker, Kamdyn Becket, Reanna Brant,

Kimberly Cedillo, Emma Clark, Kyan Cooper, Beau Dearing, Logan Dewey, Kylie Donovan,
Alexa Escatel, Logan Fahr, Joshua Figueroa, Bria Frey, Janet Guzman, Ashley Hermosillo,
Bryan Herrera, Kiara Johnson, Aubree Jones, Ava Jones, Nellie Kerchner, Trekker Klema,
Mason Koch, Landon Lee, Lilly Leifheit, Bridget McGann, Zach Mullins, Izaiah Nanez,
Brian Perez, Jason Perez, Emma Pierce, Roxana Ramirez, Karly Reel, Natalia Salinas, Diego
Sandoval, Luca Seibert, Dagen Setchell, Haden Shakespeare, Savanna Shamblin, Jay Sims,
Ryleigh Sondgeroth, Ryan Stevenson, Cale Strouss, Valerie Valdes, Bianka Valdez, Elisa

Verkaeren, Grace Wasmer

Juniors: Fernando Arteaga, Noemi Arteaga, Samantha Ascensio, Marco Balcazar, Makenzie
Bean, Shelby Bentley, Lily Bokus, Kirby Bond, Benjamin Bresley, Ashley Caracheo, Katelyn
Cook, Ella Coss, Ava Eddy, Alessandra Enriquez, Cameron Escatel, Ivan Espinoza, Braiden
Freeman, Crystal Garcia, Natalie Hanaman, Claire Hanson, Lidia Hernandez, Lauren
Holland, Quin Holland, Horacio Huizar, Cameron Kelly, Anthony Kelson, Kennedy Knaff,
Dessa Komitas, Cameron Kordick, Lupita Maldonado, Ella Martin, Samuel Matura, Korinne
Miars, Travis Mumm, Kaitlyn Neville, Brisa Nunez, Sophia Pappas, Isabela Rosales, Lissette
Sandoval Rios, Maybrianna Schultz, Angilberto Serrano, Kaley Siemer, Brielle Smith, Wyatt
Sondgeroth, Madison Sproston, Elias Sumner, Lea Turner, Erick Vasquez, Faith Villegas,

Jillian Younger

Freshmen: Daniela Arteaga, Karla Ascensio, Brooklyn Baxa, Drew Becker, Ivan Botello,
Aby Buettner, Alexa Carlos, Melanie Carlos, Cesar Casas, Briza Cervantes, Evelyn Cervantes,
Monse Chavez, Ava Christmann, Lexi Cocanour, Jayden Coffey, Jenna Coffey, Julisa Coronel,
Bailey Corrigan, Michelle Cuevas, Meghan Dewey, Emily Diaz, Reushawna Durr, Arihanna
Figueroa, Gianni Figueroa, Karen Flores, Harlow Foltzynewicz, Karissa Freeman, Caleb
Ganther, Berat Imeri, Celah Jackson, Jayleen Jordan, Delila Kent, Cole Kleckner, Elaina
Koch, Ada Krull, Dawson McPheeters, Alexys Melendez, Kara Miars, Madilyn Muller,
Makenzie Mumm, Sophia Orozco, Eden Pecher, Addison Perryman, Daniel Pierce, Ale
Roman, Favian Romero, Brianna Russell, Bailey Ryan, Owen Schroeder, Hayden Senders,
Liam Sheppard, Faith Solis, Emily Sondgeroth, Parker Stavropoulos, Gavin Stevenson,
Kathryn Strouss, Karson Sundberg, Cayden Taliani, Aaron Venegas, Cam Wasmer, Miranda

Wheeler, Stormie Whildin, James Whitmore

Sunetka Savings ( )

BANK [MEMBER
2 [eic FIRST STATE INSURANCE ‘
1300 13th Ave Other Locations ﬁm’*’”"”‘” “The more tha| 2 N
ve. Other Locations: ¥= =N .
Mendota, IL 61342 LaSalle Oglesby Imfm Zg;fftgpany , 1102 Meriden St. MAHON EY
Ph. 539-5656 Peru Wenona Vour Indenendent Adent § Mendota
our Independent Agents & = 1
815?539-5651 ’ j;;;ie (815)539-9341 448 N. 3973rd Rd. Mendota
WWW.EUREKASAVINGS.COM Across From First State Bank 815-539-5633 | Mahoneyes.com
~™ STARVED
SETCHELL C)star RAMER AUTOMOTIVE Mendota
;o" 47‘"\ WOOD PRODUCTS
AGENCYLID.| | . | & TOWING Booster Club
IV Kltcl\l.lll?lTwstl)erafrgtoa(:lr':acsaegI r;(etry D “We applaud your academic success”
618 6TH STREET SY, - Membership open
MENDOTA, IL 61342 = lﬂm Custom Projects to all adultspinlihe

community.
For more
information, call
815-539-7446.

e
OFFICE: 815-539-9311 %
RES: 815-539-5321 JCEC

1605 Division St., Mendota
SINCE 1875 srwoodproducts.com 4266 East 4th Rd. « Mendota

www.setchellagency.com 815-538-7799 815-539-5321
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Discover the power of hope

Romans 15:13 says,
“May the God of your
hope so fill you with all
joy and peace in believ-
ing [through the experi-
ence of your faith] that
by the power of the Holy
Spirit you may abound
and be overflowing (bub-
bling over) with hope”
(AMPC).

Over the last 45-plus
years [’ve spent travel-
ing and teaching God’s
Word around the world,
[’ve metmany incredible
people fromnearly every
walk of life. Some were
doing great, seemingly
on top of the world.
Others confided in me
that they were barely
getting by, living day-to-
day, trying to make ends
meet. And many others
were dealing with cir-
cumstances so difficult
that, quite frankly, they

felt defeated and over-
whelmed by life.

We will all battle hope-
lessness at some point in
our lives. And no matter
who we are or what our
situation, HOPE is one
thing we all desperately
need. Thereasonis: hope
is powerful!

Hope is more than a
motivational thought or a
fading daydream—hope
is a nothing-is-impossi-
ble-with-God firestorm
refusing to be quenched.
It’s an awareness that God
isactually expecting, look-
ing, and longing to show
you His goodness. Hope
is what stabilizes your
frantic thoughts and emo-
tions—it’s an awareness
that there is no problem
big enough to keep God
from rescuing you.

These days, it’s easy
to be worn down by

hopelessness. People
lose hope when they ex-
perience overwhelming
loss, repeated failures,
impossible situations,
or when they’re hurt by
people they trust. Like
mostofyou, [understand
whatit’s like to feel hope-
less. I spent 23 years of
my life filled with pain,
abuse, disappointment,
unfaithfulness, and one
bad thing after another.

Because of this, I
wouldn’t get my hopes
up. I used to say, “If 1
don’t expect anything
good to happen, I won’t
be disappointed when
it doesn’t.” But when
I got serious about my
relationship with God
and began studying His
Word, I discovered real
hope. I learned why hope
is important, and how
powerful hope can be.

Hope is a positive ex-
pectation that something
good is going to happen
to you because of God’s
great goodness. It is not
a wishy-washy, vague,
wait-and-see attitude, but
anaction we must choose
to take on purpose each
day. Hope and faith go
hand in hand.

Hope also enables us
to endure hardships and
long waiting periods, and
God uses these times to
develop character and
endurance in us. Psalm
27:14 says, “Wait and
hope for and expect the
Lord; be brave and of
good courage and let
your heart be stout and
enduring. Yes, wait for

You may be miles from home, but you
never have to feel far away with an online
subscription to the Mendota Reporter!

Give your child a little piece of home they can take with them anywhere
they go - their hometown news online at www.mendotareporter.com!

Now FREE to
all current
Tt mans ey SUDSCIIDEIS!

* Same great content
* |[dentical to paper edition
* Searchable, portable, convenient

* News when you want it
* Back issues available

E-mail jgriffith@mendotareporter.com
or call 815-539-9396 for your password
today. You can also register online by

visiting our website.
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and hope for and expect
the Lord” (AMPC).

Hope dares us to be-
lieve! It thinks, “You
know what? Things
might just work out after
all.” It’s the sometimes
unexplainable, but al-
waysundeniable, feeling
thattoday would be abad
day to give up.

Isaiah 40:31 tells us:
“But they who wait for
the LORD shall renew
their strength; they shall
mount up with wings
like eagles; they shall
run and not be weary;
they shall walk and not
faint” (ESV).

Regardless of who you
are or what condition
your life is in, you can’t
function successfully
without hope in God. If
circumstances are bad,
you surely need hope.
Andifthey are good, you
need hope that they will
stay that way!

Hope energizes and
motivates us to take
action by causing us to
step out in faith and act
in obedience with God’s
Word. Hope believes
boldly, decides daringly,
speaks firmly, and perse-
veres passionately. When

EEENJOYING
IR ER (DAY LIFE

with

we embrace hope on
purpose, itinfluences our
thoughts, our attitudes,
our outlook, and the way
we speak. Hope builds us
up as we wait on God.

Hope releases joy,
and the joy of the Lord
becomes our source
of strength (Nehemiah
8:10). Never assume that
where you’ve been or
where you are is as good
asit gets. And when your
goal or your situation
seems impossible, keep
in mind that nothing is
impossible for God.

In Matthew 19:26, Je-
sus said, “Withman thisis
impossible, but with God
all things are possible”
(NIV). It doesn’t matter
what the situation looks
like around you; God is
greater than any obstacle
youmay be facing. Every-
thing that has never been
done is impossible until
someone does it, so why
can’t it be you?

Don’tallow yourmind
to become a hindrance
to the things you can
accomplishinlife. Think
big—the way God does!
Choose to believe God is
going to do something
better in your life. So, go

ahead and get your hopes
up! God is leading you
to something better than
you can imagine!
kkok

For more on this topic,
order Joyce’s three-part
teaching resource Filled
With Hope. You can also
contact us to receive our
free magazine, Enjoying
Everyday Life, by calling
(800)727-9673 orvisiting
WWW.joycemeyer.org.

Joyce Meyer is a New
York Times bestselling
author and founder of
Joyce Meyer Ministries,
Inc. She has authored
more than 140 books, in-
cluding BATTLEFIELD
OF THE MIND and
OVERCOMING EV-
ERY PROBLEM (Faith-
Words). She hosts the
Enjoying Everyday Life
radio and TV programs,
which air on hundreds of
stations worldwide. For
more information, visit
WWW.joycemeyer.org.

Pleasenote: The views
and opinions expressed
throughout this publica-
tion and/or website are
those of the respective
authors and do not nec-
essarily reflect those of
Joyce Meyer Ministries.

Check out the
“Help Wanted”
ads in the
Marketplace of

The NMiendota

Reporter and

Money Saver
every week!

Want to search
lllinois legal notices?
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Subscribe now to have legal
notices emailed to you based
on YOUR custom search criteria!

PUBLIC. JOTICE ILLINOIS

www.publicnoticeillinois.com

A public service provided by Illinois Newspapers
& the lllinois Press Association
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MENDOTA

ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon, Pastor
Ray Fischer, Jose Lopez,
and Hector Diaz, Deacons

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass
Weekend Mass

Confession

STS. PETER AND PAUL,

PETERSTOWN
Weekend Mass
Confession

FIRST UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

9 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Worship
In-person & on Facebook at:
Mendota First United
Methodist Church

Jan. 28 - 9 a.m. Sunday School;
9:30 a.m.Worship

ZION UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
808 Jefferson St.

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office (815) 538-2186

Facebook: Mendota Zion United
Methodist Church

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade
in fellowship hall during worship service
(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM
during Sunday services)

TUESDAY - Prayer group 6 p.m.
FRIDAY - Youth group 6 p.m.

spmﬂfm WITH 00

3CH

UNITED PENTECOSTAL
CHURCH

4401 State Route 251
(815) 538-3444

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor

E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com
www.mendotaupc.org
SUNDAY: Christian Education-10 a.m.

Worship - 11:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:

Midweek Bible Study - 7 p.m.

VICTORY BAPTIST
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”

505 W. 7th Ave.
(815) 539-9081

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

Pastor Steve Breedlove

SUNDAY
Sunday school

Worship

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota

P.O. Box 54

Phone (815) 539-7107 (church)
(815) 871-5702 (pastor)

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org
www.facebook.com/NCAOG
“Preaching the blood, book and
blessed hope.”

Sunday School
Worship

MENDOTA BIBLE
CHURCH
Rt. 251, 1/2 mile south of

Mendota
(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org
SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Sunday School
Worship
Evening Service

LI Wz
If [Can
By William Arthur Ward

[f [ can write one verge of truth today
Or give my fellow man a song to sing;
[f L ean push one needless cloud away
And help men live ag children
of the King:

[f L can lend someone a helping hand
Or warm a place where friendship
needs to be;

[f lean build a brldge where
fences stand
And light a lamp that other men
might see;

[f L ean open doors of hope this day
By letting someone know that
others care;

[f L can speak in words that seem
to say:

[ know the heavy burdens that
you bear.

If L can guide a pilgrim on his way
Or pause to bid him stay for food
and rest;

[f [ can do these, Father, this [ pray:
“O let me do them with my very best.”

The Merchants

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH

607 Tenth Ave.
(815) 539-5626

E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org
Website:
www.stjohnsmendota.org
Schedule:

9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person
and online via YouTube

Find us on Facebook

NOTE: Please contact your
individual church regarding
online services or for other
church-related information.

DIRECTORY

LoealHou Ses

Ay

of Worship

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

1003 5th St.
(815) 538-5603

e0ccc0cccccc0cccc o 0e

Website: fpcmendota.com
Accessible

Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
Available on Facebook Live

Jan. 25 - 6:30 p.m.Webelos
Jan. 28 - 10 a.m.Worship; | | a.m.
Annual Meeting, Rev. Spaulding,
moderator; Potluck buffet meal to follow
Jan. 29-31 - Hat, glove & scarf giveaway

Facebook page
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota

0L biy, L

Sunday!

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the
Church ... That in everything He

might have the supremacy.” col. 1:18
1107 Main St.
(815) 993-2462

Dave Manion Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman
Please join us for . ..

Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Church Builders 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer 6 p.m.

Men’s Ministry
Ladies & Mens Bible Study
Thursday 6 p.m.
Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
398 Church Road, Compton

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567
Wheelchair accessible
Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran
compton@live.com

“Living in God’s Grace as a
Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship at First

Jan. 28 - 9:45 a.m. Annual Meeting
(no Sunday School/Confirmation)

Online “devotional service” videos continue
every Sunday at
facebook.com/ilccompton and
YouTube. Check our website and Facebook
page for more information.

.uwnmmmz
| “J WEL-€OME!

LA MOILLE

ZION EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34

(815) 539-7820

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
Accessible

I put on righteousness,
and it clothed me;

My justice was like a robe
and a turban.

& JOB29:14 &o

Detailof “Four sketches of the head of a man wearing. /4
a turban” by Solomon Alexander Hart (1857) / |

© 2024 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 539-7276

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK

on this page urge

you to attend a
house of worship
this week.

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 538-2265

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 539-5656

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

FRALET |LCE
.l.

e

Phone (815) 539-7211

%

L PDIS [OVE
Light Yauwr SPath

COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille
(815) 638-2348

eeccccccccccccccccce

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com

SUNDAY WORSHIP
SUNDAY SCHOOL

Nursery available

TROY GROVE

FAITH BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP

208 W. South St.,
Troy Grove

Pastor Brian Hamiel

eeccccccccccccccccce

Website: www.faithbiblefellowship.info
E-mail: fbfchurch20817@gmail.com

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist
to glorify God through the equipping
of His saints, teaching of His Word
and raising of His name.

We would love to have you join us
to worship and learn about
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m.
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m.

BlBLE T‘R“}IA by Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of Habakkuk (KJV)
in the Old or New Testament or
neither?

2. Joseph was buried in a plot of
ground at Shechem costing how
many pieces of silver? 1, 7, 30, 100
3. Which metal, used to sharpen
other metals, does Proverbs 27
compare to friends? Gold, Silver,
Iron, Tin

4. What is the middle chapter of
the New Testament? Romans 13,
Galatians 2, Ephesians 5, Titus 1

5. The book of Hebrews tells us to
entertain strangers as they may
be ...? Demons, Angels, Prophets,
Reincarnations

6. From Ruth 1, who was Naomi’s
husband? Elimelech, Mahlon,
Chilion, Malachi

ANSWERS: 1) Old, 2) 100, 3) Iron, 4)
Romans 13, 5) Angels, 6) Elimelech

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

WALR WIIH

15 7OUR GUIDE

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, IlI.
Phone (815) 539-5060
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LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
IN  THE  CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE THIR-
TEENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY
IN RE ESTATE OF
Scott C. Sebestin,
Deceased.
Case Number 2023 PR
211
INDEPENDENT ADMIN-
ISTRATION PUBLICA-
TION NOTICE TO:
[ x ] Creditors and Claim-
ants
[ x ] Unknown Heirs and
Legatees
1. Notice is given of the
death of Scott C. Sebes-
tin, who died on October
29,2023, a
resident of Sandwich,
lllinois.
2. The Administrator for
the estate and her ad-
dress is: Christine Se-
bestin, 313 Cascade
Lane, Oswego, IL 60543.
3. The Attorney for the
estate is: Dawn M.
Weekly, LEGACY LAW
FIRM, LLC, 410 E.
Church St., Unit D, Sand-
wich, IL 60548.
4. Claims against the
estate may be filed on
or before July 19, 2024.
Claims against the
estate may be filed with
the Clerk of the Circuit
Court, LaSalle County,
119 W. Madison
Street, Ottawa, IL 61350,
or with the Representa-
tive, or both. Any claim
not filed within
that period is barred.
Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be
mailed or delivered to
the Representative and
to the attorney within 10
days after it has been
filed.
5. On December 22,
2023 an Order Appoint-
ing the Representative
was entered.
6. Within 42 days after
the effective date of the
original Order Appointing
the
Representative, you may
file a petition with the
Court to contest the ap-
pointment as
provided under §6-21 of
the Probate Act (IL Rev.
Stat. Ch. 110 2, Par.
6-21).
7. Within 6 months after
the effective date of the
original Order Admitting
the Will to
Probate, you may file a
petition with the Court to
require formal proof of a
Will under §6-21,
or contest the admission
or denial of the Will to
Probate, or the appoint-
ment of the
Administrator under § 9-3
and § 9-4.
8. The estate will be ad-
ministered without Court
supervision unless an
interested party
terminates independent
administration by filing a
petition to terminate un-
der § 28-4 of the
Probate Act (IL Rev. Stat.
Ch. 110 ', Par. 28-4).
No. 0103
(Jan. 10, 17 and 24,
2024)

NOTICE
IN  THE  CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE THIR-
TEENTH JUDICIAL CIR-
cuir
LASALLE COUNTY, OT-
TAWA, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF

)

)

JOANNE C. SOND-
GEROTH, Deceased.

)

)
Case No.: 24 PR 1

CLAIMS NOTICE
Notice is given of the
death of JOANNE C.
SONDGEROTH, of
Mendota, lllinois.

Letters of Office were
issued on January 4,
2024 to CHARLES D.
SONDGEROTH, PATTY
A. NOLES, AND CHRIS-
TINE L. FINLEY, 961
n. 36TH Rd., Utica, IL
61373, and whose attor-
ney is David M. Kaleel,
806 Jefferson Street,
Mendota, lllinois 61342.

Claims against the estate
may be e-filed in the Of-

fice of the Circuit Clerk,
Probate Division, LaSalle
County Courthouse, 119
W. Madison St., Ottawa,
IL 61350, or with the
Independent  represen-
tative, or both, within 6
months from the date of
the first publication of this
Notice, or if mailing or de-
livery of a Claim Notice
from the Independent
Executor is required, the
date stated in that Notice.
Any claim not filed on or
before the above stated
dates is barred.

E-filing is now mandato-
ry for documents in civil
cases with limited ex-
emptions. To e-file, you
must first create an ac-
count with an e-filing ser-
vice provider. Visit http://
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/
serviceproviders.htm to
learn more and to select
a service provider. If you
need additional help or
have trouble e-filing, visit
http://www.illinoiscourts.
gov/FAZ/gethelp.asp.
Copies of a claim e-filed
with the Clerk must be
mailed or delivered to the
Independent  Executor
and to the Attorney with-
in ten (10) days after it
has been e-filed with the
Clerk of Court.

Dated this 4th day of Jan-
uary, 2024.

Greg Vaccaro

Circuit Clerk-LaSalle
County Courthouse

119 W. Madison St.,
Ottawa, IL 61350

David M. Kaleel

Attorney for Executor
806 Jefferson St
Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-5616
kaleel5@frontier.com
No. 0104
(Jan. 10,
2024)

17 and 24,

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS,
CIRCUIT COURT,
LASALLE COUNTY
Request of Molly C My-

ers

Case Number 2024 MR
2

There will be a court
date on my Request to
change my name from
Avery Mae Ruby to the
new name of Avery Mae
Myers

The court date will be
held on March 28, 2024
at 10:00 AM at via Re-
mote (video or telephone
option) By video confer-
ence at lasallecounty.
com; Log-in information:
follow virtual meeting
links. To find out more
about remote court op-
tions: Phone 815-434-
8671 or website: lasalle-
county.com.

Signed by David M
Kaleel, 806 Jefferson,
Mendota, IL 61342; 815-
539-5616; attorney num-
ber 6185606; kaleel5@
frontier.com

No. 0105

(Jan. 17, 24 and 31,
2024)

NOTICE
The Meriden-Ophir-Troy
Grove Township Multi
-Township  Assessment
District 2024  regular
meeting dates and times
are as follows:
January 16, 6:00 p.m.
February 20, 6:00 p.m.
June 18, 7:00 p.m.
August 20, 7:00 p.m.
November 19, 6:00 p.m.
December 17, 6:00 p.m.
All meetings to be held at
the Troy Grove Township
Offices. Bill
Pakenham
M.T.A.D. Clerk
No. 0106
(Jan. 24, 2024)

NOTICE
NOTICE FOR
PUBLICATION

No: 2024-JA-11

TO: Rene Garza, Un-
known Fathers, other
interested parties, and
to All Whom It May Con-
cern:

Take notice that on the
16th day of January,
2024 a petition was
filed under the Juvenile
Court Act of 1987 by Vic-
ki L. Denny, in the Circuit
Court of LaSalle County
entited ‘In the interest
of Josiah Lee Cullman,
a minor’, and that in the
Criminal Justice Center
Courtroom 223 at Ottawa
on the 13th day of March,

2024, at the hour of 8:30
a.m., or as soon thereaf-
ter as this cause may be
heard, an Adjudicatory
Hearing will be held upon
the petition to

have the child declared
a ward of the court un-
der that Act. The Court
has authority in this pro-
ceeding to take from you
the custody and guard-
ianship of the minor, to
terminate your parental
rights and to appoint
a guardian with power
to consent to adoption.
You may lose all paren-
tal rights to your child. If
the petition requests the
termination of your pa-
rental rights and the ap-
pointment of a guardian
with power to consent to
adoption, you may lose
all parental rights to the
child.

You are entitled to have
an attorney represent
you at all stages of these
proceedings. If you are
financially unable to af-
ford a private attorney,
the court will appoint an
attorney for you.

Unless you appear, you
will not be entitled to fur-
ther written notices or
publication notices of the
proceedings in this case,
including the filing of an
amended petition or a
motion to terminate pa-
rental rights.

Now, unless you appear
at the hearing and show
cause against the peti-
tion; the allegations of the
petition may stand admit-
ted as against you and
an order or judgement
entered.

Dated January 17, 2024
Greg Vaccaro, Clerk

No. 0107

(Jan. 24, 2024)

NOTICE
SENIOR HOMESTEAD
& OWNER-OCCUPIED
EXEMPTIONS
NEW APPLICANTS
This Notice is for persons
filing for the Homestead
Exemption for the first
time. All senior citizens
who are or will be 65
years old during 2024
and who own and reside
in their own home, are
eligible for the $5,000 Se-
nior Homestead
Exemption on the 2025
real estate tax bill. A copy
of the deed and the own-
er’s driver’s license (and
any other persons on the
deed driver’s license(s))
are needed for the appli-
cation. The signature on
this form must be nota-
rized.
EXISTING
HOMESTEADS
Renewal forms for ex-
isting Homesteads were
mailed out in early Feb-
ruary 2024. All recipients
should read the form,
answer all questions
completely and return
them to the Township As-
sessor’s Office. (See ad-
dress below.) If needed,
one of our staff members
can help you fill out the
form.

ASSESSMENT FREEZE
Renewal forms for the
Assessment Freeze Ex-
emption are included in
the mailing with the regu-
lar Senior Homestead
Exemption. Your total
gross household income
must be $65,000 or less.
This exemption freezes
your assessed valuation,
not your taxes. Forms
must be filled out, signed,
notarized, and returned
to the respective town-
ship offices. Staff
members can  assist
you with all of this. If
your income is between
$55,000 & $65,000 or
shows a loss, we will
need a

copy of your 2023 form
1040 and the loss sched-
ule. If you do not file for
federal income tax, we
will still need to see

proof of income in order
to qualify.

NEW HOMEOWNERS

If you bought a new
home, this past year
and were living in it by
January 1, 2024, you will
need to fill out an
owner-occupied exemp-
tion form with your local
assessor. Your signature
on this form must be no-
tarized.

SENIOR

VETERANS
Exemptions for Veterans
were created by House
Bill 664 -one for disabled
veterans and one for
returning  servicemen.
Forms are available at
our office.

DISABLED PERSONS
An exemption created by
House Bill 664 allows a
$2,000 exemption for a
Class |l disabled person.
Forms are available at
our office.

The Mendota Township
Assessor’s Office is lo-
cated at the Mendota
Township Offices at 602
S. Main St. Office hours
are Monday, Tuesday, &
Wednesday, 9am-12pm
& 1:30pm to 3 pm or by
appointment.  Complet-
ed forms may be mailed
to Mendota Township
Assessor, PO Box 465,
Mendota, IL 61342. Staff
members can make
home visits for home-
bound

individuals. Bilingual as-
sistance is available by
appointment. If you have
any questions, call the of-
fice at 815-539-3201.
ALL NEW APPLICANTS
All New Exemption Appli-
cations & All Assessment
Freeze Forms must be
Notarized. There are (2)
Notaries in the Mendo-
ta Township Assessor’s
Office.
OWNER-OCCUPIED
EXEMPTION

New Home Owners have
to file an Owner-Occu-
pied Exemption Form
to get this Exemption.
These forms are avail-
able at the Mendota
Township Assessor’s Of-
fice. This form has to be
Notarized.

CHANGE OF MAILING
ADDRESS

If the tax bill is to be
mailed to a different ad-
dress, a Change of Ad-
dress Form must be filled
out. These are available
at the Mendota Township
Assessor’s Office. This
form must be Notarized.
Susan Hochstatter
Mendota Township As-
sessor

No. 0108

(Jan. 24, 31 and Feb. 7,
2024)

101

LEGAL NOTICE
This  publication  does
not knowingly accept

fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate  all  ads,
especially those asking for
money in advance.

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This  publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate  all  ads,
especially those asking for
money in advance.”

113
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies  that do
business by phone can't
ask you to pay for credit
before you get it. For more
information, call toll-free
1-877-FTC-HELP. A public
service message from your
hometown newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate  all  ads,
especially those asking for
money in advance.”

127
SERVICES AND
REPAIRS

501 203
APARTMENTS FOR HELP WANTED
RENT
APARTMENTS
FOR RENT: BU g
MENDOTA

1 & 2 Bedrooms,
Appliances, A/C.
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

FURMAN'S Lawn Care
and Tree Work. Mowing,
bushes, spring clean up,
weeding and much more.
Call Jeremy Furman 815-
761-9619. Please leave
a message will return
call ASAP. Fully insured,
in business since 1999.
Servicing Rochelle and
surrounding areas.

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless
licensed or holding a permit
as a childcare facility, may
cause to be published any
advertisement  soliciting
a child care service. A
childcare facility that is
licensed or operating
under a permit issued by
the llinois Department
of Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements  of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed or
issued a permit. Your
Hometown  Newspaper
strongly urges any parent
or guardian to verify the
validity of the license of
any facility before placing
achildin its care.

301
ANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY:
Vintage Metal and Wood
Signs, Milk Bottles & Local
Advertising, Oak Icebox,
Iron Door Stop and Antique
Lighting... Call Dick Harms
at 815-562-2928 or email
dickharms @hotmail.com

ANTIQUES  WANTED:
| pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,

pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it’s antique, I'm
interested in looking! Call
815-562-2928 or email
dickharms@hotmail.com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper
-$3 per Bundle. End
Roll- Cost Depends on
Weight of Roll. Available
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171  (8BAM-NOON
ONLY) Rochelle News
Leader.

SPLIT Firewood For
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised  herein s
subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes
it illegal to advertise any
preference, limitation or
discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status,
or national origin, or
intention to make any such
preferences, limitation or
discrimination.  We  will
not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate
which is in violation of
the law. All persons are

119 hereby informed that

ANNOUNCEMENTS dwellings advertised are
available on an equal

“This  publication does opportunity basis.

511

STORAGE UNITS

ADAM 815-830-4422
Janko Realty

MENDOTA STORAGE UNITS
210 N 4099th Rd., Mendota, II. 61342

Available:

20X20 $195 | 10X10 $100
Call

Reserve online at www.apm4rent.com

TRACY 815-791-4582
Advantage Property Mgmt

10022023
I

515
GARAGES FOR RENT

Mendota

MULTIPLE

Garages for Rent

815-539-3747

{

Mendota High School is accepting
applications for bus drivers.
Applicants should apply to

Mr. Wes Sims, Transportation Director,
at wsims@mendotahs.org.

Main St. Station
Bar Hll =

NOW HIRING COOK & PREP COOK
Days & Nights Available
$16-$20+ per hour.
Apply in person Main Street Station,
714 Main St,, Mendota

INSURANCE AGENT

As an insurance producer working for First State
Insurance, you can assist prospective and existing
customers in your community with products and
services they need.

01082024

Responsibilities

- Meet with customers to perform policy reviews
- Network and develop leads

- Meet with prospective customers

Qualifications for ideal candidate

- Strong agricultural background preferred

- Communication and interpersonal skills

- Will be required to be licensed, if not already

We offer outstanding compensation packages,
including base salary plus commission, as well as
a comprehensive benefits package.

Please send resume to fsi@mtco.com

¢

FIRST STATE INSURANCE

715 Washington St., Mendota
815-539-5651
https://firststateinsurance.biz

10022023

Equal Opportunity Employer/Veterans/Disabled

601
VEHICLES FOR SALE

2019 Chevy Equinox FWD LT, GM-Certified, 1-owner, Heated Cloth Seats,
Touchscreen Radio and More! 49K Miles. Silver

2023 Chevy 1500, Crew Cab, LTZ Z71, 4x4,

Sunroof, Blue.

2023 Chevy K-1500 Crew Cab LT, Lthr, 4x4, Z71,
Long Box 6 1/2ft, 38K Miles, Red

2022 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ, 4WD,

Z71, 37K Miles, Blue..

$19,900

2021 Chevy 3500 Crew Cab LTZ, 4X4,
$54,900 Diesel, Z71, 74K Miles, Black $59,900
2020 Chevy Equinox LT, AWD, 2.0 LTR.,

63K Miles, SilVer.......ccveveeeveeannns $21,900

2019 Chevy Equinox FWD LT, 49K Miles,
.$45,900 -

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2021 Chevy K-1500 Trail Boss 4x4 Z71, Loaded,
Snrf, Lthr, 45K Miles, White, Crew Cab.

2021 Chevy K-1500 Custom 4x4 4cyl Turbo, 90K

Miles

2019 Chevy Blazer Premier AWD, White, Loaded
$26,900

2018 Chevy K-1500 Crew LTZ 4x4 Z71, White Red
Line Edition $32,900

$47,900

2021 Chevy Equinox FWDLT, Sunroof, Navigation,

78K Miles, Black.

$29,500

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 LT, 115K Miles,

$18,900 Silver. $23,900

2020 Chevy K-3500 Crew, LTZ 4x4 Z71,

Diesel, 79K Miles, Maroon

2020 Chevy 2500 Crew, LTZ Diesel 4x4, Z-71, 77K

Miles, Silver.

2017 Chevy 1500 Double Cab, Custom, 4x4, 97K
Miles, White $24,900

2017 Chev Equinox, AWD LT, 76K Miles,
White.

$52,900

$15,900

$51,900

2020 Chevy Equinox AWD LT, Leather, 103K Miles,

Black

2015 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab, LT 4x4,
Maroon,

$19,900 $20,900

VAESSEN
BROTHERS
CHEVROLET, INC.

HIGHWAY 52
SUBLETTE, IL
www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

“Great Deals - Great Service Since 1926

Ally Financing and
GMF Financing or Leasing

FIND

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied.
Subject to credit approval.

rvii'v’g ) S
ROADS *“Sgue=*

CHEVROLET
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Hector Diaz

Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Chevrolet
3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

REMODELING & HOME REPAIR

== [ A\ JohnMcKee |
, Remodeling
§e|_r|nodel F|2ng
ome Repair
LV Since 1991

Basements * Ceramic Tile
Flooring « Kitchens * Bathrooms

Call for Free Estimate

630-805-2938

Fully Insured

TRANSPORTATION LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Mendota
55 Area Senior
Services

Programs & Services:

+ Educational Opportunities
(Computer Lab & Resource
Center)

+ Advocacy

+ Information & Assistance

+ Congregate Meal Site

+ Senior Center

+ Transportation Services

« Caregiver Support & Services

+ Options Counseling

+ Lending Closet

+ Senior Health Insurance
Program

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL

815-539-7700 + mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Catherine Wasmer

Wa Smer

FUNERAL HOME
Celebration-Of-Life-Center

2112 W. Main St.

Mendota
815-539-8500

AUTO REPAIR

Meyers will
move for you!

Quick, clean, courteous
and careful...
Give us a call to move your
household!

HWY 251 S. « MENDOTA
815-539-6263

All About - Suspensions
MUCH MORE

| /fu % ka'ﬂ 3
Now Carrymg New & Used Tires

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING
qTLLT T

NORTHERN LIS

Industrial ¢ Commer0|al Residential
For low pitched flat roofs

Featuring Duro-Last®
705 lllinois Ave. ¢ 815-539-5142

License #104005528
www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

S STIHL

jHusqvarna
205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225

mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com
SALES & -stihl Outdoor Power Equipment

SERV|CE *Husqvarny Mowers

+ Dixon Z1R Purts

INSURANCE COMPANY

7 X mgﬁ

/
307 Plaza Dr. * 815-538-2412
COMPLETE
AUTO REPAIR  Clll0fEf B

SPECIALIZING IN: < e e s

Auto Transmission &
Computer Diagnostics

SINCE 1875

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company!
www.MendotaMutual.com

Nightengales

Thrift Shop

108 lefferson St, Mendota

Open 12-3:30
Mon, Wed, Thur Fr Sat | * T3 2,

1stand 3rd

Saturday -
/2 0ff

CARPENTRY

* New Homes
* Remodeling
« Kitchens
+ Baths
+ Additions
"+ Garages
* Drywall
« Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”

License #104005528

GROCERY STORE

We’re your full service
grocery store!

1102 Meriden St., Mendota ¢ 815-539-934 1
Open 6am-10pm ¢ 7 days a week

PLUMBING ° HEATING * COOLING * ELECTRIC

Triple
4 Service

{
Plumbing » Heating * Cooling * Electric™

= & =) ! 4’
«PLUMBING-HEATING-COOLING -ELECTRIC- FIREPLACES
«INDOOR AIR QUALITY -WATER CONDITIONING
«DUCT CLEANING & SEALING -DRAIN CLEARING

" <LUXURY BATH SOLUTIONS -

115-539-3828 ‘ﬁ%

 JETERA N AND US MILITARY DISCOUNT
J‘eepmg Yyour family safe and comfortable since 1950!

www.TripleServicelnc.com

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President, Sr. Vice President
Mortgage Lending NMLS#477892

NMLS#461073 .

FIRST STATE BANK

=2 [] FDic

706 Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave., Mendota

815.539.3834
1) [$lin|

firststatebank.biz

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295

Lori Erbes, GRI
Designated Managing Broker

INSURED
AND
BONDED !

FREE
ESTIMATES

JAKE 815-303-3751
JORDAN 815-252-3521

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

FIRST STATE INSURANCE
Mendota ¢ Earlville

815-539-5651

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-9325
Jim Stremlau

Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

Craftworks
Custom Homes
Local Remodeling & Home
Repair

« Decks
« Additions
Dan Truckenbrod

« Roofing
« Siding

Call us for a free estimate for all your
general contracting needs

815-780-0259 | Craftworkscustomhomes@yahoo.com

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION
BANK s

D[

For all your home
loan needs, see

Anna Arteaga

NMLS #461075

1306 13tﬁ Ave. * Mendota, IL 61342

(815) 539-5656 » www.eurekasavings.com

CABINETS AND STAIRS

STARVED

ROCK

WOOD PRODUCTS
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinetry *

Millwork * Staircases &
Custom Projects

1605 Division St., Mendota
srwoodproducts.com

815-538-7799

ELECTRIC SERVICES

GENERAC GENERAC
GENERATOR

SALES JDEELCHER
SERVICE, 309-246-2102
ANI] 1696 SLL%T[]ENFT?ETE 17
INSTALLATION Ty

/0 Wc/ﬂo @

A Retirement Commumty
Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.
Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

AUTO REPAIR

Dave Manion
ASE Master Certified
Technician

815-615-8600

ave Manion"AUto epalr

\l/ ﬁ

4177 E 050th Road, Mendota, IL 61342

I_fj Mathesius Electric LLC

Greg Mathesius

« Agricultural

Authorized Generac
Dealer and Services

« Commercial GENERAC
» Residential

815-884-9040
Earlville, lllinois

HEATING/COOLING PLUMBING

QRASSER §

PLUMBING & I'IEATING, INC.

Heating/Cooling * Plumbing
We Sell & Service All

" n’m\‘{ Name Brand Appliances

815-882-2111
404 W Main St » McNabb

turn to the experts grassersplumbingheating.com

FARM SERVICES/PLOWING

Custom Hay Baling,
Mowing, Raking

Hay, Straw,
Snow Plowing

SCHOENHOLZ
FARMS

Call or E-mail Matt for Prices
815-739-1994 or
m.schoenholz81@gmail.com

INSULATION

Fully Insured ¢ 30 years Experience
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REAL ESTATE SHRWGASE

FEATURE HRME

FIND YOUR PEACEFUL SPACE HERE...quiet road, just under an acre and a half, quaint house, large shed and an
oversized barn. Natural Gas to the property, home is not on propane. Apple trees on the property. The home is 2 bedroom
(main floor bedroom has 3 closets, 1 is cedar lined), one bathroom with a few extra rooms to use as you please. Eat in
kitchen, main floor laundry, upper level bonus room with a bedroom. Maintenance free siding, and a wooden back deck to
enjoy the quiet. Large shed with a concrete floor for all the toys, tools or storage. Oversized barn with two-1 car overhead
doors, concrete floor, heated and insulated, also has a large loft on the second floor. Property has a corn crib as well. This
is the property you want to call your own. Come see it today. PLEASE NOTE*™*EARLVILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT

rII”IIl'I n
i |I|III T

McGonville

[ mEArTw AUCTIONEERING Rebecca McPheeters,

Designated Managing Broker

Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL

" E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty. com
mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com
Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker
815-910-5673

REALTY°

Town & Country
815-539-3811

Realty

607 Sixth St. Evening Phone Numbers
Mendota Becky McPheeters, Designated

Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600
Melody Nanzer, Broker 815-228-2842
Peri McConville, Broker 815-910-5337

1316 Lakewood Plaza
S Rte. 251 N. - Mendota
Gloria Cogdal, Designated Managing Broker

Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101

(815) 539-6635 Managing Broker 708-220-3338
Rita Lija 815-539-92555
www.tcrealtysales.net amiBayer 815-993-7751

Lori Munson 815-228-4852

NO MATTER THE
b A s o et . 4 TEMPERATURE,
T e g 1 QU D Pememmmt g WE’LL STILL
b _‘.'%:ﬂmrmm- 4 ' | | | SHOW YOU

HOMES!
1106 lllinois Ave. $88,000.00
Nice 2-3 Bedroom 1 1/2 story home in quiet
neighborhood. 1409 Sqg. Ft. Alley access. Great
location in Mendota

2100 Guiles Ave., Mendota
First time on the market!! One owner,
3 BDR and 1.5 Bath home with 2 car

attached garage and blacktopped
driveway all situated on an extra deep
lot in Mendotal!! This lot is a rare find in
Mendotal!

CALL US TODAY
AND SCHEDULE
YOUR PRIVATE
SHOWING!

909 Greenridge Ave., Earlville $135,000
Loads of opportunity here! Currently used as a
sewing center/consignment shop (consigners would
stay) Very spacious with 2 half baths and a kitchen.
Call McConville Realty for all the amenities.

whn & Country
3 Realty

300 1st Ave., Mendota
Classic Ranch! 3 bedroom - 1 bath with full
basement - main floor laundry - hardwood floors
in living room and all bedrooms - attached 2
garage - NEW ROOF 2023 - updated furnace and
central air - storage shed for all those extras!

FREE MARKET
ANALYSIS

WE CAN LET YOU KNOW THE
MARKET VALUE OF YOUR HOME.

MELODY NANZER
815-228-2842
PERI MCCONVILLE
815-910-5337

JOE MCCONVILLE
815-910-5673
SHARON KIMREY
815-343-3600
MARTY MCCONVILLE
815-200-2233

1011 5th Ave.
Curb appeal! Corner lot!! Front porch!!
Beautiful original features still intact!! 3
Bedrooms!! BRAND NEW FURNACE!

LOTS

COMPTON, IL 12 ACRES PARTIALLY
WOODED, GOOD BUILDING SITE.
$149,000

MENDOTA BUILDING LOT 100X300,

COULD BE DIVIDED $58,000 701 lllinois Ave.

Built in 1916 this building was originally a
movie theatre, a five and dime store, and
lastly Jerry’s Flower Barn. “Everything Old
is New Again!” Be the trailblazer and start
your business on lllinois Avenue! Zoned
Commercial.

CALL MCCONVILLE FOR MORE
INFORMATION
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