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State regulators again flex muscle in rejecting
utilities’ grid plans and lessening rate hikes

By ANDREW ADAMS
Capitol News lllinois

CHICAGO - The Illinois Commerce
Commission on Dec. 14 curtailed proposed
rate hikes and rejected grid plans from two
major electric utilities, mirroring a series of
bombshell decisions rendered last month
that cut increases for Illinois’ four largest
gas utilities.

The ICC rejected the pair of plans from
Commonwealth Edison and Ameren Illinois
that were meant to illustrate how the compa-
nies would comply with the state’s landmark
climate legislation, the Climate and Equitable
Jobs Act.

Those plans would have laid out how the
utilities plan to integrate with new renewable
energy resources and meet decarbonization
requirements while ensuring electric rates
remain affordable for low-income commu-
nities.

Inrejecting the plans, regulators limited the
companies’ proposed rate increases, meaning
that next year’s impending increases will be
significantly smaller than the utilities’ requests.

ICC Chair Doug Scott said the plans had
“significant shortcomings” and failed to meet
the minimum standards set out by CEJA,
including by failing to adequately address
how the plans would benefit low-income com-
munities. He also said the planning process
lacked transparency among other criticisms.

The companies now have three months to
file updated plans, which will begin a new
review process at the ICC.

Consumer and environmental advocates
praised the ICC’s decisions, saying they
represent a continued, overdue shift toward
tighter utility oversight.

See Rates, Page A5

Bill Kobilsek, right, of the Police & Fire Commission, delivers the oath of office to Ben
Daly, a new firefighter/paramedic with the Mendota Fire Department, at the Dec. 18
city council meeting. (Reporter photo)

Mendota City Council hires
employees, adopts tax levy

By KIP CHEEK
Staff writer

MENDOTA — The Men-
dota City Council approved
the city tax levy and hired
several new employees at
its Dec. 18 regular meeting.

Alderman Vicki Johnson
presented the names of two
people for recommendation
to hire for the city. The coun-
cilapproved the employment
of Ali Braboy as grant man-
ager effective Jan. 2, 2024,
and Maria Arteaga as project
coordinator effective Jan.
22, 2024. Also, the council
agreed to enter into a contract
with the Mendota YMCA for
ayouth coordinator position.

Alderman Kyle Kim’s
reportincluded an ordinance
approved by the council for
ambulance and fire billing,
after which, the council

Candy cane fundraiser for food pantry
The fourth graders at Lincoln Elementary sold and delivered candy canes at school the week of Dec. 8. This is
an annual tradition with funds being donated to various nonprofit organizations and families in need over the
years. This year they raised over $1400 selling candy canes. All of the money was donated toward the building
of the new Mendota Area Christian Food Pantry. All of the fourth graders gathered in the gymnasium with
Oliver Davis presenting the check to Tracy Cooper, director of the food pantry. (Photo contributed)

agreed to the establishment
of new ambulance and fire
fees for the new year.

Alderman John Holland
informed fellow council
members that there was no
change to the preliminary
tax levy the council reviewed
at the first meeting in No-
vember. With that said, the
council approved the 2024
tax levy in the amount of
$2.274 million. Taxpayers in
Mendota should see a slight
decrease in the city portion
of their next tax bill.

In other action from
Holland’s report, the coun-
cil approved amending the
employee manual pertaining
to vacation and sick days.
The council renewed health,
dental and vision insurance.
Holland noted that the Blue
Cross Blue Shield premium

actually decreased by .41
percent. Finally from Al-
derman Holland, the council
approved holiday bonuses in
the amount of $100 Cham-
ber Bucks for all full-time
employees.

The meeting concluded
with Bill Kobilsek of the
Police & Fire Commission
performing a swearing-in
ceremony for new Mendota
firefighter/paramedic Ben
Daly to the Mendota Fire
Department.

Daly was born in Wash-
ington, D.C.,and haslived in
Chicago the last four years.
He attended Malcom X Col-
lege for his paramedic degree
and Prairie State College
for his basic operations fire-

See Council, Page A5

Farm income to drop
from its 2022 record

By TAMMIE SLOUP
FarmWeek

BLOOMINGTON -
Farm income is forecast to
shrink in 2023 after climbing
to record highs in 2022.

USDA’s Economic Re-
search Service released its
Farm Sector Income Forecast
Nov. 30, which estimated net
farm income to fall by $31.8
billion (17.4%) to $151.1
billion in 2023.

Net farm income — a
broad measure of profits —
reached $182 billionin2022,
increasing 30% from 2021.

In September, USDA
estimated net farm income
at $141.3 billion. (Net farm
income reflects income after
expenses from production
in the current year and is
calculated by subtracting
farm expenses from gross
farm income).

The net farm income

reflects overall lower crop
and livestock cash receipts,
increased input costs, higher
interest rates and declining
government payments.
“When grouped by com-
modity specialization, all
farm businesses’ specializa-
tions except cattle/calves,
wheat and specialty crops
are forecast to see lower
average net cash income
in 2023,” the report stated.
“Farms specializing in dairy
are expected to see the largest
decline relative to 2022.”

See Farm, Page A5
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Northbrook School November Students of the Month

Fifth grade: Aiden Skaggs, Olivia Jomant, Jaxson Ville-
gas, Bradley Betz, George Rhynedance, Kenyen Scott.

(Photo contributed)

Sixth grade: Bryan Acevedo, Camilo Ramirez, Kendra
Mullins, Evelyn Sims, Isaac Baltazar (Photo contributed)

Seventh grade: Eliana Eames, Eli Kaecker,Arian Chavez,
Yuliza Magallanes. (Photo contributed)

Eighth grade: Riley Erlenborn, Daisy Mendez-Santana,
Viktor Angulo, Karlee Organ. (Photo contributed)

Stage 212 to present off-season production, “Falsettos”, on Jan. 5-7

LaSALLE-Stage212hits
a high note with its off-season
2024 production of William
Finn and James Lapine’s
“Falsettos,” the hilarious,
heartbreaking and utterly
unique musical about family,
relationships, bar mitvahs,
baseball and AIDS. When
Marvin leaves his wife Trina
and son Jason to be with his
lover Whizzer, tempers flare,
problems escalate and every-
one learns to grow up.

Hours
Christmas Eve
5am-7 pm
Christmas Day
7 am-3 pm

“Falsettos” will be pre-
sented Jan. 5-7,2024, at Stage
212, 700 First St., LaSalle.
The Friday and Saturday per-
formances begin at 7:30 p.m.
The Sunday matinee begins at
2 p.m. Tickets are $22 each,
and may be purchased online
by visiting stage212.org or
by calling the box office at
815-224-3025 and leaving a
message.

Appearing in the cast are
Kevin J. Alleman as Marvin,

from all of us at

Thomas Bailey as Whizzer,
Eric Masini as Mendel, Holly
Malmassari as Jason, Ashley
Hurstas Trina, Reilly Jacgeras
Charlotte and Olivia Bergfeld
as Cordelia.

Production staff includes
director Reid Tomasson,
assistant director Andrew
Beer, producer Natalie Smi-
gel, production assistant vy
Soens, music director Megan
Cullinan, stage manager For-
rest A. Boes, costumer Tori

Hours
New Year’s Eve
& New Year’s
Day
5am-10 pm

Like and follow us on FB for daily specials

Rt. 34 @ -39 « (815) 539-9000

Front: Rose and Larry Leffelman

Back: Mary Reglin, Julie Burkardt, Lexi Willey, Chris Klein,
Riley Klein, Karli Althaus, Lisa Quest

Happy holidays, everyone! As another year comes and goes, wed like to fill you in on a few of the things we’ve been
doing over here at Leffelman & Associates. Between helping our local friends navigate life after some of the chal-

lenges this year’s weather brought with tornadoes, hail, and high winds, or celebrating their new purchases of homes
and autos, we have been BUSY. One of the biggest questions we’ve heard this year has been “why has our insurance
premium grown so much?” This might be a strange place to explain it, but we feel the need to let you know what'’s
really going on. Catastrophic weather and ec ic fallout from the pandemic have created challenges and stresses
at a level never seen before in the insurance industry. Catastrophic weather events used to happen on the coasts or
in other states. This year, just OUR local region sustained 5 large weather losses which forced the companies to file
claims with their reinsurance companies. These events and inflation drive up the cost of reinsurance, which drives
up the cost of your insurance policy. And this doesn’t include the problem of increased costs of and the ability to get
materials and parts, increased labor costs, and legal system abuse. All these things contribute to a reduced appetite
for risk by the insurance companies, which makes insurance a hard thing to write! But we are working diligently to
make sure that all our customers have insurance during this very difficult time. Weve been getting quite a workout,

but it’s making us stronger! Whatever comes along, we do our best to take care of all our customers’ insurance needs.

Our product is financial security, and we are here to protect our customers. So this Christmas Card goes out to you
with heartfelt prayers from all of us, that you and your families will have a warm and wonderful Christmas and a
new year filled with health and happiness.

ey the (Veridtmad Spetit be with qow and qowt family
todag & throughout the Clew YYear !
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Choice® & ASSOCIATES INC.
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P.O. BOX 349, Sublette, IL 61367
Sublette 849-5219
LaMoille 638-2171 ® Amboy 857-2125

Duttlinger, prop coordinator
Christin Mitchell, set builder
Cory Tomasson, light opera-
tor Robert Malerk, spotlight
operator Claire Brousseau,
sound operator Fred Davis,
stage crew Doug Alleman
and Ella Johns, and orchestra
members Mary Schallhorn,
Paula Baker, Amber Backus
and Leah Megli.

“Falsettos” contains strong
adultlanguageandthemes,and
may not be suitable for view-
ing by children. “Falsettos”
is presented by arrangement
with Concord Theatricals.
www.concordtheatricals.com

November Lincoln School
Reach Award Winners

The November recipients of the Reach Award at Lincoln
School were recently announced. The winners are, front
row, left to right, Renata Falcon, Mateo Gonzalez, Lylah
Escatel Cervantes, Charles Smith, and Addilyn Swope.
Middle row, left to right, Aribella Hernandez, Julian
Rojas, Ashlynn Hash, Gage Cordella, and Alyson Perez
Rodriguez. Back row, left to right, Kaleb Grim, Mayra
Renteria, Brayden Piller, Jacklyn Silva, Briana Zendeli,
and Victor Correa. (Photo contributed)

Do you know the answer?

LaSalle Public Library to host trivia
night at 6:30 p.m. Jan. 12

LaSALLE—The LaSalle Public Library will be host-
ing a trivia night for all members of the public at 6:30
p.m. Friday, Jan. 12. Teams of up to five members will
work together to answer trivia in different categories, all
somewhat related to libraries and literature, like Word
Trivia, Famous Literary Characters, and Love Triangles.

The entry fee is a nonperishable donation per person,
all of which will go to the Illinois Valley Food Pantry.
Any mulligans can be purchased with nonperishable
donations as well. Stage 212 in LaSalle donated a prize
for giveaway.

This program is open to the public and suitable for
all ages. Doors open at 6 p.m., with questions starting at
6:30 p.m. Space is limited. Pre-registration is required
by emailing Robert Malerk at rmalerk@]asalle.lib.il.us.

The LaSalle Public Library is located at 305 Marquette
St., LaSalle, and is ADA compliant and welcoming. For
more information, please call the library at 815-223-2341.

Left to Right: Celina Garza, Jamie Denault, Aubrey Stiennen, Alejandra
Hernandez, Audrey Hollocker, Jennifer Truckenbrod and Rose Bonnell ‘
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‘It’s just time’

After 36 years, JC’s Headquarters is closing

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA—-WhenChris-
ty (Motter) Liesse graduated
from LaMoille High School
in 1981, she went straight
to beauty school because
she loved doing hair and the
interaction she would have
with people.

She became a professional
hair stylist 41 years ago and
became co-owner of JC’s
Headquarters with Jeanne
Rapp in 1987 (36 years ago).

After more than four de-
cades inthe industry and more
than 30 years as a business
owner, Liesse is making the
tough decision to close JC’s
Headquarters on Dec. 23.

“I’m going through some
health issues. It’s nothing ma-
jorbutit’ll justtaketime. Right
now, I have a herniated disc,”
Liesse said. “Thave paininmy
shoulder, and it goes down to
my arm and my hands. I really
can’t function very well. Plus,
[ can’t stand for very long. 1
knew I couldn’tstand hereand
continue to cut hair because I
need to sit down.

“The economy has
changed. Prices have gone
up, which has hurtus. It’s hard
to keep raising the prices for
your services, but you have
to if the prices of things you
need for the services goes up.
Minimum wage has gone up.
The price of utilities has risen.
The price of our products is
higher. It’s gotten to the point
where you have to look at the
numbers, profits and losses,
and scrunch numbers.

“With my health and the
economy, it’s just time.”

Jeanne(theJinJC’s)retired
in 2017, leaving Christy (the
C) as a self-proprietor for the
last six years.

Whetheraco-owner,asolo
owner, or a hair stylist, JC’s
Headquarters has been a huge

The Mendota salon staple, JC’s Headquarters, is closing
its doors for the final time on Dec. 23. Over the years,
co-owners Jeanne Rapp (retired in 2017), Christy Liesse
(self-proprietor for the last six years) and the staff have
provided beauty care for many. The current staff of,
left to right, Stacey Miller, Liesse, Maria Guzman, and
Kayla Haines, are sad JC’s Headquarters is closing but
are thankful for the cherished memories. (Reporter photo

by Brandon LaChance)

part of her life.

“It’s never been just a
business or a job. I truly en-
joyed doing hair and creating
relationships withmy staffand
clients,” Liesse said. “I really
feel like this was more my
calling than just a job. I feel
it’s something God wanted
me to do. I think that’s why
I’ve hung in there and been in
business for as long as I have.
Throughthe salonwe’vedone
a lot through people’s joys,
sorrows, weddings, deaths,
pregnancies, good times,
and bad times. We’ve been a
family here.”

The family environment
has been shared by numerous
employees throughout the 36
years.

But also, the clients.

“No. 1, Ithink our customer
service is a reason we have
been in business for so long.
No. 2, justoffering everything
that we offer,” Liesse said.
“Also, we’ve been there for
our clients, going the extra
mile for them when they need
it. They become our friends.

They trust with us with their
hair as well as talking to us
about their lives and families.
A lot of times, we know their
families without ever meeting
them until we see them, unfor-
tunately, at the funeral home.
We feel like we know all about
them because we’ve heard
about them for so many years.

“You feel good when you
leave a salon. It’s a place you
can go where you may not
feel so good when you go in,
but you’ll feel good when you
walk out. It lifts you up.”

JC’sHeadquarters stopped
selling gift cards a few months
ago, but currently has special
closing sales.

From Dec. 19-23, all prod-
ucts are 40 percent off except
for Biofreeze remaining at
20 percent off and no special
on toffee.

Thereis also an everything
must go sale on furniture,
displays, decorations, dryer
chairs, manicure tables, pedi-
cure table, styling chairs, and
Belvedere backwash units
from9a.m.-5p.m. Dec. 19-23

or by appointment.

Each product, chair, and
client have a story to share.

“A funny ongoing story is
with a gal who I still do her
hair and I used to do her kids’
hair when they were young,”
Liesse said. “They’re older
now and they have kids and
careers. The one son went
on to be an editor in film and
livesin Los Angeles. Hewould
still come back every once in
a while, and I’d cut his hair.
When the original crew was
still here, he told us that he
was going to write a movie
aboutus. He’dsay, ‘I’'m going
to come back and film you for
amovie.” He loved coming in
and talking to us.

“I have people who still
come back after many years.
I have people who will come
for a haircut and tell me they
used to sweep hair for me
20, 30, 40 years ago. We’ve
always been here, so they’ll
come into town, stop by, and
say hello.”

Although the Mendota
staple of JC’s Headquarters
will be gone, Liesse’s love for
cuttinghairand making people
smile will not.

After her current health
issues are taken care of, she
may return to a chair at some
point somewhere. At the mo-
ment, she can’t, but if there is
atime where she can, she will.

Until then, she takes pride
in all the customers who
walked in the doors of JC’s
Headquarters.

“We have had a customer
base from old to young. [ have
some clients who are in their
late 90s,” Liesse said. “We’ve
donefirsthaircutsto haircutsat
the funeral home. It’s always
aprivilege to go to the funeral
home and do someone’s hair. I
feel like it’s the one last thing
I can do for them, make them
look good.”

(Blackstone School Report A
Stacy Kelly, Principal

The Blackstone music program was held on Dec. 11
at Mendota High School in the auditorium. Mrs. Kieffer
and our students did a fantastic job preparing for this
program. Thank you to all of the students, parents and
families that came to watch. We had a packed house!
The students did a beautiful job singing and we appre-
ciate all that Mrs. Kieffer and the teachers did to put on
this show. Thank you also to the parent volunteers who
helped. Inaddition, thank you to Mendota High School
for allowing us to use their auditorium and to their staff
and students that helped.

Qaa

We enjoyed some holiday fun on our last couple of
days before winter break. Santa and Mrs. Claus made
a visit to Blackstone to see our students. They were so
excited! Students also enjoyed fun holiday games and
activities in their classrooms along with amovie/popcorn
party. It was pajama day so that was fun for the students
too. For lunch, the whole school enjoyed Rosati’s pizza
and they frosted cookies. It was definitely a fun way to
celebrate the holidays and kick off winter break.

Qaa

Thank you to all of our students, their families and
staff who supported our December kind deed. We
were able to supply many items to the Illinois Valley
PADS Shelter to help the homeless. Your kindness is
appreciated!

Qaa

The students nominated for the principal award this
pastweek included Cash Gliatta, Nathan Gonzales, Ana-
leisa Arteaga, Diego Reveles, Jonah Carreon, Grayson
Kent, Amelia Thurber and Abram Fenwick. The winners
were Jaekob Cockream, Tony Munoz, Leonel Orozco
and Cian Sheppard. Congratulations to all of you!

Qaa

Winter break is here! Students will be off of school
beginning on Dec. 18 through Jan. 3. Students will
return to school on Thursday, Jan. 4. The day we return
is a spirit day. Students and staff are encouraged to
wear neon or bright colors as we celebrate “Let’s Have
a BRIGHT Start to the New Year!”

Merry Christmas and enjoy your time off of school!

J
Youth party at Stage 212 to bring in the new year

LaSALLE — Stage 212 is helping young people ring in the
New Year in style with the “Siblings New Year’s Bash,” a
child friendly party presented at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. on Sunday,
Dec. 31 at the theater, 700 First St., LaSalle. The event will
feature appearances by Mario and Luigi, Elsa and Anna, the
PAW Patrol and much more. Following the performance, there
will be a meet and greet photo opportunity with all characters.

Tickets for the event are now on sale for just $10 each and
may be purchased online at www.stage212.org or by calling
the box office at 815-224-3025 and leaving a message. Tickets
may be picked up at the door. All patrons age 1 year and up
must have a ticket. All children must be properly chaperoned.
Performances may be added as ticket sales demand.

THE FOLLOWING
FINANCIAL
INSTITUTIONS
WILL BE
CLOSED
ON

MONDAY, DEC. 25, 2023

Financial Plus Credit Union
Member NCUA - ESI
(815) 539-3444

Eureka Savings Bank
Member FDIC
(815) 539-5656

First State Bank

Member FDIC

(815) 538-2265
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Dale D. Billhorn

LaMOILLE — Dale Duane Bill-
horn, 91, of LaMoille, passed away
Nov. 27, 2023, at his daughter’s
house in Princeton, with his six
children at his side. Like any good
Bureau County farmer, he waited
until harvest was finished to leave
the fields.

The family will provide further
information regarding a memorial
gathering in the spring at the “Home
Place” outside of LaMoille.

Born June 28, 1932, to William and Bertha (Scriba) Bill-
horn, Dale attended high school at the old Allen School in
LaMoille, where he participated in football and track. After
high school, Dale entered the family business as a fourth-gen-
eration farmer and, in 1953, moved his young family to the
Clarion “Home Place” farmstead that had firstbeen deeded to
his great-grandfather (Veit Billhorn) after immigration to the
United States in 1852. Ultimately, in 1974, Dale purchased
the Home Place and continued to farm there until 2016. Dale
lived in Bureau County his entire 91 years, 70 years on the
Clarion Home Place.

Dale is survived by his six children from his marriage to
Doris (Lobach) in January of 1950, Mick Billhorn, Patricia
Schultz (Les), and Janice Myers (Daniel), all of LaMoille,
John Billhorn (Jill) and Jodi Hoare (Frank) of Chicago,
Jackie Martin (Kevin) of Princeton, his sister Donna Zinke
of Mendota, and his second wife, Carolee, of Oglesby.

Dale was preceded in death by his grandson Ryan Adkins,
his sister Charlene Stamberger, and his son-in-law Frank
Hoare.

The farm family builtaround Dale goes farand deep. Dale,
known as “Pappa Dale” to the clan, enjoyed 18 grandchildren,
25 great-grandchildren and three great-great-grandchildren.

In2022, Dale was awarded the prestigious I1linois Depart-
ment of Agriculture “Sesquicentennial Farm” award, given
by the State of Illinois in recognition of 150 or more years
of family farm ownership. The year 2023 marks the 171st
year of family ownership of the Billhorn Clarion Township
Home Place farm.

Over the course of his life, Dale was an avid race car fan
and found success on many dirt and pavement tracks as an
owner, driver and chief mechanic. As well as owning midget
race cars and stock cars, in the early 1980s, Dale drove his
own stock car at LaSalle Speedway as well as the Mendota
and Princeton fairgrounds. The driving force in Dale’s racing
interest started in the 1940s when Dale metand became friends
with Danny “the Greek™ Kladis, a two-time Indianapolis 500
participant who, for more than five decades, took Dale under
his arm and taught him the nuances of oval, open wheel race
car competition.

Dale was residing with Jackie in Princeton at the time of
his passing. In honoring Dale’s wishes, the family asks that
all memorials be directed to the family (Jackie Martin) for
allocation to the Fresenius Kidney Care, where Dale received
dialysis for the last seven years of his life, as well as the
Clarion Lutheran Church outside of LaMoille, which served
as the family’s base for worship for many years.

Online condolences may be directed to www.norbergth.
com. Arrangements by Norberg Memorial Home, Inc. &
Monuments.

DEATH NOTICES
The Mendota Reporter will print DEATH NOTICES
(approximately 50 words including name, age, date of death,
time/date of services) free of charge. OBITUARIES will be
printed at a cost of $100 to be billed to the arranging funeral
home or prepaid with cash, check or credit card. Please submit
obituaries or death notices to editor@mendotareporter.com.
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Shirley J. Till

MENDOTA - Shirley Jean
Till, 96, of Mendota, passed away
Wednesday, Dec. 13,2023, at Allure
of Mendota.

Private family only services were
held at 11 a.m., Tuesday, Dec. 19,
2023, at the Merritt Funeral Home,
Mendota with Rev. Mary Bohall
officiating. Cremation rites were
accorded after and private burial
will be held at Restland Cemetery
at a later date. Public visitation was
held from 10 a.m. until time of services.

Shirley was born Nov. 14, 1927, in Toledo, Ohio, to Claire
and Hester (Jones) Hall. She married Ray Till on April 8, 1949.

Shirley is survived by her daughter Nancy (Jerry) Spitz
of LaMoille; her son James (Pat) Till of LaSalle; two grand-
daughters, Jenny Till and Kelly Moore; and two great-grand-
children, Hudson Moore and Penelope Moore.

She was preceded in death by her parents, her husband in
1999, grandson Justin Till and a brother Robert Hall.

Shirley was a homemaker and enjoyed spending her free
time doing needlepoint, playing golfand bridge and traveling
with her husband.

Memorials may be directed to the First United Methodist
Church in Mendota. Online condolences may be left at www.
merrittfh.com.

Janice N. Reiter

HAMPSHIRE —Janice N. Reiter,
81, of Hampshire, died Saturday,
Dec. 9, 2023, at home surrounded
by family.

Cremation is private at the
Countryside Funeral Home and
Crematory, 95 S. Gilbert St, South
Elgin. Burial is at Warrenville Cem-
etery with her husband Donald at a
later date.

She was born May 21, 1942, in
Aurora.

She was the beloved wife of the late Donald; loving
mom of Gay (Ken) Nechvatal, Donna (Dan) Drapalik, Mark
(Phyllis) Reiter and Curt (Deb) Carlson; cherished grandma
of Brett, Mike (Kim), Steve (Abigail), Scott (Megan), Tim,
Caitlin (Garrett) and Hannah (Danny); dear great grandma
of Lydia, Levi, Laklyn, Londyn, Emmitt and Eleanor; caring
daughter of the late LeRoy and Edith Ward; kind sister of the
late Thais, David, Ruth and Dolores and aunt to numerous
nieces and nephews, greatnieces and nephews and great-great
nieces and nephews.

Janice enjoyed Mahjong, scrapbooking, reading and jig-
saw puzzles but her biggest passion was always her family.

Online condolences at www.countrysidefuneralhomes.
com.

Gre Loving OYlremory
o gM

June 6, 1927 - December 24, 2018

It's been 5 years since

the moment that you left us.
When my heart was torn in two,
one side filled with heartache,
the other died with you.

| often lie awake at night,

when the world is fast asleep,
and take a walk down memory lane,
with tears upon my cheeks.
Remembering you is easy,

| do it every day,

but missing you is heartache,
that never goes away.

I hold you tightly within my heart
and that is where you'll stay.

Forever Loved and
Sadly missed by
Velma, Nancy &

Dave, Karen &
Sonny, Becky &
Dan and Family.

020221

See the latest obituaries
on our website at
mendotareporter.com

If you know where
this scene is located in
Mendota, write the answer
briefly and concisely on a
slip of paper and drop it off
or mail it to The Mendota
Reporter Office. All entries
must be received no later
than noon on Monday.
One correct answer will be
drawn each week. Prizes
must be picked up at the
Mendota Reporter Office.

THEN YOU CAN WIN!

The winner will receive:
$10°° MENDOTA BUCKS
To spend at any Mendota Chamber
of Commerce member.

Brought to you each week by:

MEMBER|
CENBE EDIC

www.eurekasavings.com

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342
Ph. 539-5656

Elaine M. Swope

COMPTON - Elaine M. Swope,
92, of rural Compton, passed away
peacefullyonDec. 16,2023, atAllure
of Mendota.

Funeral services willbe heldat 11
a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 20, 2023, at
the Merritt Funeral Home, Mendota
with Rev. Jeff Schlesinger officiating.
Burial will be at Restland Cemetery,
Mendota. Visitation will be held from
10 a.m. until time of services.

Elaine wasbornonJune 20,1931,
inMendota, the daughter of Frank and Margaret (Foulk) Kidd.

She is survived by a brother, Elwood (JoAnn) Kidd of
Earlville; two daughters, Margo Ackland of Mt. Morris and
Wendy Wenzel of Knoxville; six grandchildren, Ginger (Ryan)
O’Rourke of Oregon, I11., Melanie (Marty) Hey of Hoffman
Estates, Brian Ackland of Schaumburg, Matt (April) Wenzel
of Washington, Paul Wenzel of Peoria and Stacy Wenzel of
Bloomington; and eight great grandchildren, Grey O’Rourke,
Martin Hey I11, Tristan Hey, Taylor Ackland, Blake Ackland,
Jordan Ackland, Savannah Wenzel and Kaden Wenzel.

She is predeceased by her parents, husband, Elroy W
Swope in 2020, infant son Curtis and both sons-in-law,
Bernard Ackland and John Wenzel.

Elaine began school in rural Triumph before her family
moved to a farm outside of PawPaw, where she graduated high
school in the class of 1949. She worked as a bookkeeper for
Alexander Lumber Company in Compton, the grain elevator
in Meridan and many years at the Mendota Lutheran Home.
She also served as the secretary for the Compton PTA, was a
Junior Girl Scout Leader, taught Sunday School and sewed
quilts with the Immanuel Lutheran Church Ladies.

It was her request to have a combination celebration of
life for both Elaine and Elroy Swope at the Mendota Elks
Lodge immediately following the interment.

Memorials may be directed to St Jude’s Children’s Hos-
pital or any children’s charity of the donor’s choice. Online
condolences may be left at www.merrittth.com.

Gladys Vietz

MENDOTA — Gladys Vietz, 92,
of Mendota, went to be with the Lord
on Dec. 16, 2023.

Graveside services will be held
at 11 a.m. Friday, Dec. 22, 2023, at
Dewey-Worsley Cemetery, Triumph
with Father Jeff Windy officiating.

Gladys was born to Manuel and
Delphina (Martinez) Jorge on March
22,1931, in Ponce, Puerto Rico.

Gladysis survived by her husband
of Mendota.

She was preceded in death by her parents.

In her life, Gladys came to America with her first stop
being New York City. There, she worked as a secretary. She
then made her way to Chicago and ended up in Oglesby.
There, she met her husband Willis Vietz, as he was a salesman
selling her Amway products. They then married on Dec. 14,
1974, and lived a long happy life together.

Memorials may be directed to Holy Cross Church. Online
condolences may be left at www.merrittfth.com.

City Ordinance

Animals-Pet Waste

property, public or private,

Ordinance

e The purpose of this
section is to establish re-
quirements for the proper
disposal of pet solid waste
in the City of Mendota so
as to protect public health,
safety and welfare, and to
prescribe penalties for failure
to comply.

* Requirement for dis-
posal. All pet owners and
keepers are required to
immediately and properly
dispose of their pet’s solid
waste deposited on any

not owned or possessed by
that person.

* Exemptions. Any owner
or keeper who requires the
use of a disability assistance
animal shall be exempt from
the provisions of this section
while such animal is being
used for that purpose.

* Violations and penal-
ties. Any person(s) who is
found to have violated the
provisions of this section
shall be subject to a fine of
no less than $25 and no more
than $75.
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Although this year’s net
farm income is expected to
drop below lastyear’s record
high, it’s still one of the best
years on record for the farm
sector, Agriculture Secretary
Tom Vilsack said.

“In fact, net cash farm
income for 2023 is 15%
above average for the last two
decades, and farm income
over the 2021-2023 period
represents the highest level
of farm income in the last
50 years,” Vilsack said in a
statement.

U.S. agriculture exports
have also seen the three
highest years on record in
2021-2023, which is reflect-
ed in overall cash receipts,
while 2024 is projected to
be the fourth highest year
on record despite potential
declines, he added.

“Evenso, the datashowsa
majority of farm households
rely on off-farm jobs to make
ends meet, indicating that
the income is not evenly
distributed across the farm
spectrum,” Vilsack said.
“USDA will continue our
efforts to bolster a comple-
mentary system that makes
it possible for small- and
mid-sized farms to benefit
from more, new and better
markets and climate smart
agriculture opportunities so
they can thrive.”

Total production expens-
es are forecast to increase
by $14.9 billion (3.5%)
in 2023 to $443.4 billion.
Interest expenses and live-
stock/poultry purchases are
expected to see the largest
increases in 2023 while
spending on fertilizer/lime/
soil conditioners, fuels/
oils, and feed is expected
to decline relative to 2022.

“Abright spot for farmers
is that some production costs,
including feed, fertilizer and
pesticides, have declined,”
Vilsack said.

The forecastalso reported
direct government farm pay-
ments are forecast at $12.1
billionin 2023, a$3.5 billion
(22.3%) decrease from 2022.

Farm sector equity is ex-
pected to increase by 6.9%
($229.4 billion) in 2023 to
$3.57 trillion in nominal
terms. Farm sector assets
are forecast to increase 6.6%
($254 billion) in 2023 to
$4.09 trillion following ex-
pected increases in the value
of farm real estate assets.
Farm sector debt is forecast
toincrease 5% ($24.6 billion)
in 2023 to $520.7 billion.

American Farm Bureau
Federation Economist Dan-
iel Munch noted in a recent
Market Intel that farm in-
come numbers for 2022
were not finalized until
August 2023 and have been
adjusted upward over $20
billion in the eight months
since the year ended. During
this time, USDA is digesting
new information and data as
itbecomes available, shifting
calculations from estimates
to actual values.

“This means there is still
much variability in final 2023
net farm income,” he wrote.

Read the full forecast
online, bit.ly/4a0f4Wy.

(This story was distrib-
uted through a cooperative
project between Illinois
Farm Bureau and the Illinois
Press Association. For more
food and farming news, visit
FarmWeekNow.com.)

Continued from Page A1

fighter. For approximately
the next month, he will be
in training with the depart-
ment before being placed
on a shift.

The city will be testing
again in the near future to
hire two additional full-time
personnel.

Mayor David Boelk
wished everyone a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New
Year.

The next regular meeting
ofthe Mendota City Council
will be Tuesday, Jan. 2,2024,
at 5:30 p.m.

LED speed signs going up in Sublette

A Village is increasing its water usage rate by 12.5%

By BRANDON LaCHANCE

Stalff writer

SUBLETTE —Three matters were final-
ized and a few more were discussed at the
monthly Village of Sublette Board meeting
on Dec. 11 at the Ellice Dinges Center.

After receiving a grant to purchase two
LED speed signs, the board has agreed on

what to order.

“We are ordering a battery powered
and asolar powered LED speed sign. This
will give us two LED signs to help slow
down vehicles in town,”
Village President John Stenzel. “The
goal is to have them ordered and get
them here to put in place by the spring.
There isn’t a big push for them at this
time of the year because of weather and

road conditions.”

Theboard wentto a vote onan increased
water usage rate for Sublette.

A year ago, the water usage rate went
from $4.80 to $5.40 per 1,000 gallons of

water.

Although a trustee put an option of
raising it to $8-10, the board voted on
$6.08 per 1,000 gallons of water, which

said Sublette

year before.

a 3-1 vote.

is a 12.5 percent increase, the same as the
The $6.08 rate was approved with via

Also finalized was the passing of the
property tax levy for Sublette, which beats
the due date of Dec. 19.

Stenzel is planning to meet with Wil-

let, Hofmann & Associates’ engineers to

discuss the plans the Village of Sublette
Board received on Dec. 11 and when work
will begin for both the Richmond, Virgin-
ia, Reeve Street project and the issue of
televising the storm tile under U.S. Rt. 52.

In his president’s report, Stenzel dis-
cussed a water leak at 404 W. Virginia
St., which was contracted to repair and
discussion with Nicor to repair a storm

line on East. Main Street and South U.S.

Rt. 52, which the company put a gas line
through a few years ago.

Review ofthe Sublette Christmas Walk
on Dec. 2 was favorable as the turnout

and functions were deemed as successful.

The next Village of Sublette Board
meeting will take place at 7 p.m. Monday,
Jan. 8 at the Ellice Dinges Center.

IVCC offering abbreviated version
of ‘Get Set’ program in January

OGLESBY —Anabbrevi-
ated version of IVCC’s pop-
ularand unique college read-
iness program, Get Set, will
be offered in January as
students prepare to begin
spring semester classes.

Get Set Spring24 will
be a one-day instruction
on college start-up essen-
tials and time-management
strategies that helps ease
students into their college
studies. Students get logged
into campus technology
programs, make sense of
textbooks, class formats
and schedules, and are in-
troduced touseful resources.

The grant-funded course
is free and open to new
IVCC students enrolled in
2024, including newly-mint-
ed highschool graduates and
adults turning or returning to
college. Enrollees agree to
attend the session in person
and meet with mentors as
the semester progresses, and
those who complete those
requirements earn monetary
incentives.

The class will meet from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Tuesday,
Jan. 9. Students can reserve
one of the 15 seats available

by enrolling by Jan. 5, 2024.
“We’ve seen the course
build competence, confi-
dence and connection. All
threeare abigdeal incollege
success and retention,” said
Coordinator Tina Hardy.

The one-day schedule de-
livers “a quick shot of some
ofthe mostimportantcollege
knowledge tips and strategies
from the week-long session.
In the past, we’ve seen big
gains in computer/technol-
ogy skills on Day One,”
Hardy said.

This year’s schedule cus-
tomizes the Get Set experi-
ence and involves the mentors
more, Hardy said. It allows
mentors to spend more time
with students during the
semester, delivering individ-
ual test-takingand note-taking
strategies and other curricu-
lum when students can apply
them in class. Mentors help
seal the student-college bond,
she said.

College can over-
whelm when students realize
thatexpectations forthemare
different from high school,
Hardy said. They’re expect-
edtobeindependentlearners,
manage their time, initi-

ate and complete tasks, and
adapttodifferenttechnology.
“And it’s important to know
what your support network
looks like and how to access
resources,” she said.

Nearly 50 students from
throughout the IVCC district
have taken the course since
it began in 2022. Gradu-
ates endorse the program,
saying it prepared them for
college, helped them to keep
up strong GPAs, and gave
them confidence to enroll
the next semester.

Drew Knipper, an IVCC
21st Century Scholar and
student government vice
president, extolled Get Set’s
virtues before a group of pro-
spective students recently.
“It gave me the confidence
to walk into school on the
first day without worrying
about how to access tech-
nology, who to ask questions
or how to get help. Get Set
pushed me to get involved. I
believe anyone who has the
opportunity to enroll in the
class should!”

To learn more or register,
visit https://www.ivce.edu/
readysetgo/ or call Hardy
at 815-224-0284.

Celebrating 88 years of Social Security

By Mike Weitl

PERU — For 88 years, So-
cial Security has provided in-
come protectiontomillions of
retirees, people with disabili-
ties, dependents, and families
that lose a wage earner. This
year, we will administer more
than $1.3 trillion in benefits
and payments to more than
70 million beneficiaries. In
addition, we issue millions of
Social Security numbers each
year, maintain wage records,
and more. We are proud to
serve the American people
every day.

To better serve you, we
have prioritized our online
customer experience. Our

&

website SSA.gov makes it
easier for you to find what
you need. More than 180
million people visit our
website every year. Whether
providing service in person
or online, our goal is help
you understand what you
may qualify forand transition
youtoanapplication process.

We have also worked to
make sure our programs,
particularly Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI),
remains accessible to the
people who need it most.
Last year, we launched an
online tool that allows you
or your representative to
request an appointment to

file for SSI and protect your
filing date. A Social Security
employee will then schedule
a full interview. Find more
information about SSI at
WWW.S5a.20V/ssi/.

We remain committed to
helping maintain the well-be-
ing and protection of the
people we serve. We strive
to ensure that every person
whoiseligible fororreceives
benefits gets them timely and
accurately.

Please share this infor-
mation with your friends
and loved ones who may
need it.

(Weitlis the Social Securi-
ty District Manager in Peru.)
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New vendor Ramons Vintage Wear'
Sat. & Sun 11am-7pm | Wed. to Fri. 11am-6pm

Closed Monday and Tuesday

809 Washington Street, Mendota
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“This is not business as
usual,” said Brad Klein,
an attorney for the Envi-
ronmental Law and Policy
Center who argued in both
cases. “This is really a
very significant change in
[llinois.”

Klein also said the com-
mission “sent a strong
message” to utilities and
other stakeholders that they
would all be held account-
able to the goals laid out
in CEJA.

Other advocacy groups,
such as Illinois PIRG, the
Union of Concerned Scien-
tists and AARPIllinois, also
commended the decisions.

Sarah Moskowitz, head
of the consumer advoca-
cy group Citizens Utility
Board, said she is “quite
pleased” with the outcome.

CUB focused much of
its arguments against the
two cases on lowering the
utilities’ proposed return on
equity, or profit rate.

While both companies
requested a 10.5 percent
return, the ICC approved
an 8.905 percent return for
ComEd and an 8.72 percent
return for Ameren.

While pleased, Moskow-
itz noted she was also sur-
prised by the ICC’s recent
decision making.

“I’ve never seen this
kind of action from the
commission before,” Mos-
kowitz said.

While the profit rates for
the two companies are now
set, pending any potential
appeals, key factors for
rate-setting remain subject
to change, based on the
companies’ replacement
grid plans.

“Billions of dollars con-
tinue to be on the line,”
Moskowitz said.

Commissioner and for-
mer [llinois AFL-CIO Pres-
ident Michael Carrigan
dissented in the decision—a

rarity for the agency that
mostly rules unanimously.

In a written dissent,
Carrigan said while he did
not believe the plans were
compliant with the state’s
climate law, he thought
that the commission could
have modified, rather than
rejected, the plans to bring
them into compliance.

“Based on comments
made from the bench, we
can say at this time that we
are very disappointed with
the outcome as described,”
a ComEd spokesperson
said in a statement released
after the ICC announced its
decision butbefore itissued
its final order.

Ameren’s Matthew
Tomc, the head of the com-
pany’s regulatory affairs,
was also “disappointed”
by the decision and pushed
back against the ICC’s
characterization of the
company’s grid plan.

“Ameren Illinois’ plan
was the result of a trans-
parent two-year regulatory
process with significant
input from stakeholders,
including the ICC’s own
expert staff,” he said in a
statement. “It meets the
statutory requirements of
the state’s Climate and
Equitable Jobs Act.”

Tomec went on to say
that Ameren’s now-rejected
plan advanced the state’s
clean energy goals.

Representatives from
both companies said they
will review the full decision.

(Capitol News Illinois
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan
news service covering state
government. It is distributed
to hundreds of print and
broadcast outlets statewide.
1t is funded primarily by the
lllinois Press Foundation
and the Robert R. McCor-
mick Foundation, along with
major contributions from the
lllinois Broadcasters Foun-
dation and Southern Illinois
Editorial Association.)
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“It’s a Wonderful Life”
holds its reputation

Forlong-time newspaper or magazine column readers
ormovie enthusiasts, this may seem like a familiar piece
or something rehashed.

Kind of like every song, beat, or lyric on hip hop
radio because everything is sampled, borrowed, or
created by yesteryear.

But sampling,
paraphrasing, or pay-
ing dues to not be
copywritten isn’t the
mission here.

However, as in
every column, movie,
orsong, there is a mis-
sion. Actually, two.

The first is, how in
the world have I not seen “It’s a Wonderful Life” before
November 20237

The movie was directed and produced by Frank Capra
in 1946, released Dec. 20, 1946, and stars Hollywood
legends in James Stewart, Donna Reed, and Lionel
Barrymore.

The classic Christmas flick was based on a short
story “The Greatest Git” published by Philip Van Doren
Stern in 1943 and has loose ties to Charles Dickens’ A
Christmas Carol (1843).

Those facts are well known or found in an easy
Wikipedia search.

However, the Christmas spirit, the power of human
morals, the realness of depression, how failure can twist
the mind and make you different, how people touch or
influence others without knowing, importance of family
lineage, crisscrossing of reality and dreams, career paths
changing or evolving over time, and the height a human
being caring about people has over a personal endeavor
mentality can only be found while watching the movie.

I can’t lie, I have lapses in movie viewing and may
not see a 2023 hit or blockbuster until 2030. On the
other hand, I’'m kind of disappointed in myself'it took 38
years before I sat down to view “It’s a Wonderful Life.”

Of course, I had heard about it. If you Google or
internet search top Christmas movies, the film at hand
is always mentioned and talked about heavily.

It’s not because the flick is 77 years old because
personally, I enjoy silent films and other early Holly-
wood productions where acting ability, storytelling, and
human emotion were valued higher than sound effects,
graphics, and simply selling tickets, DVDs, or streams.

Maybe, it was just time and place, or the film gods
wanted me to wait until I could fully grasp the awe-
someness of the holiday creation.

This brings us to the second mission and where the
rehashing of other writers writing about “It’s a Wonderful
Life” may take place.

Is it the best Christmas movie of all-time?

For years, when people ask me what is my favorite
holiday motion picture? 1 have said “Die Hard” or
“Home Alone.”

Die Hard is usually just to rile friends and family as
they put their life savings on the Bruce Willis action
movie not being a Christmas movie but simply taking
place in December. I’ll leave this conversation here as
the debate is an entire column to itself.

Home Alone stems from my age as I was 5 years
old when it came out in November 1990. I developed
a similar thought process to Kevin McCallister, played
by Macaulay Culkin, about wanting people to disappear.

Plus, what kid didn’t think it would be cool to set
adult criminals on fire, smash an iron to their forehead,
hear them scream as ornaments are cutting through their
feet, or watch them fly in the air as they slip on the front
steps you purposely made slicker than an ice rink?

The adult in me who understands life a little better
and the importance of human emotion and interaction
may put “It’s a Wonderful Life” ahead of my two pre-
vious choices.

It is definitely a classic and has well deserved the
reputation of being one of the better or best Christmas
movies of all time, even 77 years later.

Here’s the however...

However, thinking Kevin was the coolest kid in the
world or John McClane (Bruce Willis) was the biggest
bad*** throughout my entire life cannot just evaporate
within the 131 minutes of “It’s a Wonderful Life.”

James Stewart and his generosity, caring, and ex-
traordinary family and people skills will have to settle
for Top 5.

Never
the
Last

Chance
By Brandon LaChance

Kiwanis treats Mendota athletes — 1923

(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold's Backtracks & Sidetracks column
reprinted from Dec. 16, 1998.)

By Jessica Nashold

Seventy-five years ago, on Dec. 17,
1923, Mendota Kiwanis entertained
letterman of the Mendota Township
High School football team at its noon
meeting inthe Depot Hotel dining room.
Guest speaker that day was George Huff,
athletic director atthe University of I1li-
nois, a post he had held for 25 years. A
Mendota Kiwanis member, A.W. Bush,
had been one of Huff’s teammates on
the first-ever football squad the U. of
1., while Huff was still a student there.

There were two stars of the grid-
iron in the days when football
was in its infancy.

Huff gave details of those early
games. The team wore neatly knitted
caps, tight-fitting white canvas trousers
and tennis shoes. Only one man on that
first team had ever played in or seen a
football game.

When playing against the Univer-
sity of Chicago, Huff said spectators
sometimes “took a hand” in helping
their men if the score was “not on the
right side.” If a visiting team was too
far ahead, spectators would mob them
before they could leave the field. But
times had changed.

Now visiting teams are treated
more like guests.

Coach Clarence Jack was introduced
as “without doubt the best coach Mendo-
ta has ever had.” The season record for
1923 had been 5-3-3. In seven of those
11 games, the opponents didn’t score.
Jack asked a few of his “best men” to
stand and “outstanding end” Woods,
“swift and heady” halfback Witte,
tackle Brown and Allen Scheidenhelm,
captain-elect for 1924 were applauded.
Captain Massey of the 1923 season just
concluded said he hoped the 1924 team
would make an even better record.

Following the Kiwanis meeting,
Principal R.E. Beebe invited Huff'to ad-
dress the MTHS students. His message
to them was that engaging in athletics
leads to keener minds.

Red blood is coursing through
the veins.

He advised students to “win with-
out boasting and lose without making
excuses.”

skskosk

Burglars invaded the Denison drug
store. A brake shoe from the railroad
yard was used to shatter a window.
Gold pencils and fountain pens, valued

Backtracks

&

Sidetracks

at $250-$300, were taken.
Blood was lost while the thieves
were moving about the store.
ek
Work began onremodeling the upper
flows of the building adjoining Hotel
Faber onthe north. When completed, the
Faber would have 80 rooms. The Hotel
Faber Café was leased to C.C. Hayes, a
restaurateur with 30 years’ experience.
He pledged attention to the local trade
as well as the traveling public.
Regular dinners will be served
for 40 cents.
sokok
The Coss Grocery on Main Street
advertised a closing out sale, as did
Schwarz Furniture Store. Schwarz
would retain his undertaking service.
skeskosk
The new roadhouse built by the
Burlington in the east end yards was
not quite completed. However —
They want to move in while the
weather is fairly good.
The new roadhouse had seven stalls.
A master mechanic’s office would be
placed nearby as well as a bunkhouse.
skokok
The United Cigar Store changed
hands as George McCormick sold to
Mendotan James McDonald and Wil-
liam Neilson of Reddick. They planned
to install a soda fountain.
The United Cigar Store has a
large trade.
skskok
T.E.Cavanagh and C.L.Ray become
partners in a grain commission firm on
Main Street. That building as well as
the former Coss Grocery building were
among those later demolished to create
the First State Bank parking lot.
skeskosk
Walker’s dry goods store furnished
McCall patterns to sewing classes at
MTHS, offering prizes for garments
made from them by the girls. In the
advanced class, winners were Esther
Kreis and Marie Eckert. Beginners
would compete later.
Mr. Walker is to be congratulat-
ed on his interest in the work of
the young ladies.

skeskeosk

Featured at the Strand on Dec. 18-20,
1923, was “Human Wreckage,” Mrs.
Wallace Reid’s “great anti-narcotic
photoplay.” It reveals distribution of
dope among school children and “will
rock the entire world to depths of its
false security.”

Manager Bossen should have
crowded houses at each showing.
skskosk

Renumbering of houses and busi-
nesses in Mendota was required by Jan.
1, 1924. In December 1923, bids were
sought on 400 street signs. Porcelain
was specified with three-inch white
letters on a four-inch blue background.

sk ok

Restland Floral had awindow display
indicating that orders placed by 9:30 in
the morning could be delivered “even
1,000 miles away,” by noon, thanks to
wire service. The display included “a
telegraph instrument” and a wire pre-
sumably extending from Restland Floral
in Mendota “to some distant city.” The
display was the work of Edwin Hoeger,
an employee of Bernard Katzwinkel,
proprietor of the flower shop. Master’s
Wall Paper & Paint is present occupant
of the old Restland Floral location.

skoksk

Amanstruck beacarwas pulled from
beneath it on Main Street. The driver
said he hadn’t seen him, but the man
struck “hauled off and landed a terrific
wallop to the driver’s head, knocking
him to the pavement.” The driver got
to his feet and drove away.

Possibly the men figured the

scores were evened.

sk ok

Newspapers sent through the mail
were prohibited from making any
mention of lotteries, games of chance
or guessing contests. This eliminated
publicity on drawings for prizes, spon-
sored by Mendota merchants and also
on chances being sold on an auto to be
raffled at the Bureau County Fair.

skskek

Mendota Auto Co. remained open
until 9 p.m. during the first two weeks
of December 1923 to display a wide
range of Fords: Runabouts, Touring
Cars, Coupes, Fordorand Tudor Sedans.
The Tudor with “bucket seat” for driver,
had just been introduced.

It was reported that Ford had 9,448
dealers in the United States and 3,800
dealers in foreign countries, plus thou-
sands of authorized service stations.

It is the greatest retail sales or-

ganization ever known.

The dumbest betrayal of an ally

By Rich Lowry

lost 4,400 men and women.

Mendota City Officials

FIRST WARD ALDERMEN
James Fitzpatrick, 807 Pennsylvania Ave., ...815-538-2474
John Hessenberger, 1406 Hillcrest Drive, .....815-539-9934

SECOND WARD ALDERMEN
John Holland, 902 West Lawn, ..................... 815-528-5367
Leo Hochstatter, 1102 S. Park Ave., ............. 630-841-1315
THIRD WARD ALDERMEN
Kyle Kim, 504 First AVe., ...cccoovevevverieieennnne 815-538-2414
Jay Miller, 702 First AVe., ..ccccovreeniiienennee 757-412-9374
FOURTH WARD ALDERMEN
Mark Peasley, 2111 Cedar Ave., ......cccccvn.e.... 815-252-7243
Vicki Johnson, 206 Ninth St., .......cccovuveeeeenn. 815-866-5558

It’s possible that Congress can’t find a way, despite the
support of bipartisan majorities, to continue funding Ukraine
in its fight against Vladimir Putin’s Russia.

This would have to rank, not necessarily as the worst, but
perhaps the stupidest, most senseless abandonment of a U.S.
ally ever. We’ve pulled the rug out from under allied countries
desperately fighting to save themselves from communist
gulags and killing fields (Indochina), thrown away hard-won
military gains (Iraq), deserted vulnerable translators and other
allies on the ground (Afghanistan), but these betrayals came
after long, costly conflicts.

Ukraine hasn’t been long or, by any reasonable standard,
particularly costly. The roughly $100 billion we’ve spent so
far is a fraction of the defense budget and, one would think,
the kind of money we’re willing to spend to check a hostile
power’s revanchist designs in Europe.

To dump Ukraine now would be completely gratuitous.

Congress kneecapped our allies in Indochina -- and our air
campaign to prevent complete Communist victory -- by cutting
offall military operations in 1973. This made for a dishonorable
and disastrous end to the war, but it had been a long time coming.

We were in Vietnam for roughly a dozen years. We suf-
fered more than 58,000 fatalities, and the war cost about
$170 billion, or something like $1 trillion in today’s terms.
It deranged our politics and led to protests in the streets,
creating a constant sense of crisis.

There is no crisis over Ukraine funding, besides support
for it sagging somewhat. (A Reuters poll found that 46% of
people supported sending arms to Ukraine in May, whereas
only 41% supported it in October.)

President Barack Obama paved the way for the rise of
ISIS when he pulled forces out of Iraq in 2011 after we had
imposed a semblance of order at great cost in blood and
treasure. But we’d been in Iraq since 2003, in a war pre-
mised on WMDs that didn’t exist. A lightning-fast victory
transformed into a grinding war of counterinsurgency. We

Not one U.S. service-member has died in Ukraine.

President Joe Biden pulled out of Afghanistan in 2021,
a decision that nearly instantly handed the country over to
the Taliban. We’d been in the country for 20 years, though,
without an end in sight and without being able to set up a
self-sustaining Afghan government or military.

The current iteration of the Ukraine conflict has been
going on since February 2022.

In Ukraine, we have a committed and capable ally that is
fighting hard without the direct assistance of U.S. troops. It is
battling an unambiguous enemy of the West whose leader is
open about his anti-Americanism. Russia’s military has been
significantly degraded by Ukraine’s resistance. The support
we are giving Kyiv is taxing our supplies of weapons, yes, but
it is also being used to catalyze a long overdue revitalization
of the U.S. defense industrial base.

This doesn’tadd up to a picture that demands the immediate
cessation of U.S. aid. Americans are infamously impatient;
still, we have to have more staying power than a little less
than two years. It’s true that the Ukraine counteroffensive
has been a disappointment, yet the Russians remain bottled
up in the Eastern part of the country, again without direct
Western involvement in combat.

The critics say there’s no plan for victory. It’s true that
Ukraine is unlikely ever to vanquish the Russian threat once
and for all, and the best that can probably be hoped for is
an eventual armistice. Sometimes geopolitics doesn’t offer
neat, easy solutions. Does Israel have a plan for total victory
against [slamic extremism -- not just Hamas, but Hezbollah,
Iran and other enemies? Does South Korea have a plan to
finally defeat North Korea?

That the answer is “no” doesn’t make these allies less wor-
thy of support. The same is true of Ukraine. To cut it off now
wouldn’t be a crime, but an incredibly self-defeating blunder.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2023 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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The Mendota Reporter Coloring Contest Winners = 3rd Place Callie
Martin
1st Place Mia 2nd Place Ellyn Age 7
Orozco Schmidt
Age 10 Age 9
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Triumph United Methodist Church to hold

public Christmas Eve candlelight service

TRIUMPH — The public is invited to ~ with scripture texts that relate to that
join Pastor Sandy Smith and the congre-  particular carol.
gation of the Triumph United Methodist This program is held in the afternoon
Church for a traditional Christmas Eve  to benefit those persons that do not drive
candlelight service at 3 p.m. Sunday after dark or have to travel to be with
Dec. 24. family later in the evening.

“Retelling the Story” is the theme for Afree will offering will be takenand all
this year’s program. This music-filled proceeds will benefit the Mendota Chris-
service will blend many familiar carols  tian Food Pantry. Everyone is welcome.

/-
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Compton * 815-343-8047
301 N. Richmond St., Sublette * 815-849-5171

« 24/7 Light/Medium Duty Towing & Recovery
* Auto Truck Repair
+ Emergency Roadside Assistance

« Jump Starts
* Fuel Delivery

« Flat Tire Changes

* Lock Out Service

« Secure Impound Yard

“aaling Serving Mendota and the surrounding areas > ;

Let us help keep you warm forithe:
&  holidayseason! 4 &%

®

Left to Right: Tyler Full, Jackie Near,
Mike Wasmer, Mary Ann Baughan

L

U FIRST STATE INSURANCE

‘ Installation | Maintenance
& Free Estimates | 24/7

Jorge Mandujano - Licensed & Insureéﬁﬁ
309-472-4924 | 815-503-9473

Email: onestophvac0@gmail.com

«&¢ Rir Conditioning

715 Washington Street - Mendota, IL
(815)539-5651

The Liquor Store
In Paw Paw!

Under New FOR ALL YOUR
ownership WINE NEEDS!

Tree Service &
Landscaping

HOLIDAY SPECIALS

* Expanded Selection of Domestics * $100 OFF a Tree Job * $50 Stump Grinding

& Imports Visit us at 341 Chicago » $200 OFF Tree Removal

- Discover a World of Fine Wines Road in Paw Paw or Q
give us a call at

+ Explore a Wide Range of Liquors 815-627-2500

*only through December

WE OFFER SNOW REMOVAL

ST Il Midwest Spirits, Local Heart,
DRIVEWAYS AND SIDEWALKS!

N SEICCI Uniting Paw Paw,
Since Day One One Sip

——LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON — -
@ FACEBOOK at a Time!

FOR UPDATES AND PROMOTIONS

- Tree Extraction - Tree Trimming * Lawn Care - Patios -
- Fire Pits - Retainer Walls - Paver Edging
* Residential & Commercial - Fully Insured -

Call For Your Free Estimate!
341 Chicago Rd | Paw Paw, IL 61353 (81 5) 878'7504

09252023

12042023
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POLICE BLOTTER

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE SUSPENDED

Cristian C. Lopez, 28, of
180U.S.Route 52, Mendota,

for failure to appear/driving
while license suspended.
The subject posted bond and
was released with a LaSalle

e Winter Weather Ordinances °

MENDOTA — During winter weather conditions, the
Mendota Police Department reminds residents to obey the
following ordinances:

* Ordinance 41.38 — Parking After Snowfall

It shall be unlawful to park any vehicle on any public
street in the city at any time after a snowfall of two inches or

P
- =

EL ZARAPE

o MERICAN RESTALRANT - -
Mendhoa, L

Sunday Special:
- 1/4 Chicken Special,

French fries, Cole Slaw - $8

was charged with driving  County court date. more has occurred, unless the snow has ceased and has been e '
while license suspended after plowed off or otherwise removed from the street. , ~ Monday: Margaritas - $5
a traffic stop at 13th Avenue DRIVING WHILE Any person, firm, partnership, corporation or association 3 Tuesday: 50% off'tacos

and U.S. Route 52 at 8:53
p.m. Dec. 13. The subject
was released with a LaSalle

LICENSE SUSPENDED
Michael B. Henderson,
33,0f104 Second Ave., Men-

found violating the provisions of this ordinance shall be
subject to a fine of $25 for each violation of this ordinance
and may be subject to towing said vehicle away. The cost

Wednesday: 1/4 Fried Chicken with French

Fries & Coleslaw - $8

BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE

County court date. dota, was charged with driv-  of said towing shall be the obligation and expense of those X i X .
ing while license suspended ~ violating this Section. Now taking reservations for holiday parties!
WARRANT ARREST after a traffic stop at First * Ordinance 6.21 — Depositing Snow in Streets Perfect for parties,

Austin J. Swank, 26, of
St. Petersburg, Fla., was ar-
rested at 10:53 p.m. Dec. 13
on a LaSalle County warrant

Avenue and Eighth Street
at 6:29 p.m. Dec. 15. The
subject was released with a
LaSalle County court date.

No person within the city shall remove any snow from
his private property or from offstreet parking lots or right of
way parking into any of the city streets or alleys. This Sec-
tion does not apply to removal of snow from sidewalks. This

) N
C

e

HOLIDAYS 4y gathoring.

We now
have dejjyg
Service from 5.9
in Mendota

NAL A

/1\74\

g Online ordering now
(> available, please check
out website:

Section is specifically directed to, but not limited to gasoline
stations, medical and dental clinics, or any other business or
corporation which has private parking on the property or in
those areas where the berm of the city has been dedicated or
given over for parking facilities.

The above ordinances are in place to assist the city of
Mendota with snow removal from the city streets.

Yiial's Ch %/@M Chilishilist?

Stop By Our Dealership To See Our Selection
of New and Used Chevrolets!

(815) 539-5985
Open 7 Days A Week
Sun-Wed. 11am-9pm

Thur. 4pm-9pm

Friday & Sat. 11am-10pm
Joe & Ana Arteaga

—LIKE & FOLLOW US ON—

@ FACEBOOK

FOR DAILY SPECIALS! —

b
L2l 2 21

VAESSEN
BROTHERS
CHEVROLET, INC.

“Great Deals - Great Service Since 1926”

HIGHWAY 52

(815) 849-5232 + 1-800-227-5203
SUBLETTE, IL

www.vaessenbrothers.com

MGG2023

v, s \ | T8 NS ié
®  Large Varietyof

Looking for a truly
&= Premade & Custom @
’\\ Made Gift Baskets! = @@M@T@ @Lf/j @” ’ i ?

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341

) C i,

MGG2023

Mendota Area Chamber Gift Certificates!

Mendota Shops offer a large and varied array of gift giving ideas for everyone on
your Christmas List. Puzzled? Wondering what to get those hard to buy for relatives,
[friends and fellow employees? How about Mendota Area Chamber Gift Certificates!

They can be made for any denomination and they are always the right size and
color! The Certificates may be purchased at the Chamber office.

‘Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce

glfr Ce‘rtlficate

No ﬂ:"x})imtion Date

Mrs. Jane Doe

Twenty Five and 00/100............. Dollars
Presented 6y The Johnson Tami[y

Date, Dec. 1, 2023
$25.00

GG2023

S ignature:

MGG2023

November 18th is the kick off day for the Mendota Chamber’s 2023 12 days of Giving Christmas Shop Local Promotion.

_For every $10 spent in a participating business, you will receive one sticker. In order to qualify for the 12 Days of Giving prizes, you must turn in
> a full card and each card must have stickers from at least FIVE OF THE PARTICIPATING BUSINESSES.

' Double Stickers will be handed out during the Mendota Christmas event on Saturday, Dec. 2nd. Be sure to stop by the Mendota Chamber
information booth downtown during the event for a special Mendota Chamber Shop Local Sticker.

e
J 4
1 =
L < Bring in your full cards to the Mendota Chamber Office at 800 Washington St. before Dec. 8th. You may also drop off your full card in the city’s
‘ drop box on lllinois Avenue.

v The 12 Days of Giving drawings will begin on Dec. 8 and be held every day, except Sundays, through Dec. 21. There will be 1 winner each day.
The daily prizes will include merchandise and gift cards from our participating businesses.

On Dec. 21, the Chamber will draw for the grand prize. All daily winners will be added back into the Dec. 21 drawing. The Grand Prize will
include merchandise and gift cards from our participating businesses.

Dirty Dawgs Mendota Elks Lodge Rosati’s Pizza Pub
Ekana Nursury Mendota Moose Family Center Salinas Food Truck
El Rey Mendota Shell Smooth Smoke and Vapor
4M Graphix El Zarape Mendota Sport Shop Sports-N-Stuff
Advanced Auto Parts Expressions Meyers Furniture Studio 5100
Anderson Mosshart Floralcrest Inc. Moore Tires Subway
ARS Auto Repair Specialists JC’s Headquarters Nightengales Sullivan Ace Hardward

Ashlee kittleson Photo La Esquintia OSF St Paul Gift Shop Sullivan’s Foods
August Hill Winery & lllinois Sparkling Co. Lakeside Liquors Parkway Restaurant Tacos Guzman
Beck’s 1-39 Little Jo’s Pizza’s by Marchelloni The Chalet Sports Bar

Beck’s BP Rt. 251 Lube Cube Plus Prairie States Tractor The Mendota Reporter
Cindy’s on 34 Main Street Station Purpose Nutrition Triple Service Inc.

Come Up Shop Maxie Salon Quest Uncle Joes Gaming
CVS/pharmacy McDonalds Red Ranch Photo VFW

De LaO’s Mendota Area Y Road Ranger Ziggie’s Family Restaurant

T

GG2023 "
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Trojans edge Hall
in league opener

1 Sycamore surge sinks Mendota

Mendota and Hall both
had the three-ball working,
but one more for the Trojans
than the Red Devils provedto
be the difference in a 52-49
Mendota victory in a varsity
boys’ basketball Three Riv-
ers Conference contest on
Dec. 12 at the MHS gym.
[t was the opening league
game of the season for the
Trojans, who with the vic-
tory, avenged an eight-point
loss to Hall from the Seneca
Tournament in November.

The Trojans pumped in
20 total field goals, with
nine coming from three-point
land. Hall had 18 field goals,
with eight coming from long
distance.

Mendota used three treys
in the first quarter to open
up a 15-8 lead after the first
eight-minute session. Cale
Strouss connected on a pair
of threes and Aden Tillman
had one. Hall drilled three
three-pointers in the second
period to climb back to
within a 25-23 count at the
break. [zaiah Nanez had two
trifectas in the second for
Mendota.

The Trojans knocked
down three more shots from
beyond the arc in the third
stanza to up their lead to four
(42-38) with one quarter to

play. Cam Kelly got in on
the long-range bombing
with a pair of three-balls for
Mendota, while Nanezadded
another.

Hall outscored the Tro-
jans, 11-10, inthe final frame,
but Mendota hung on for
the win.

Mendota placed three
players in double-digit scor-
ing, led by Nanez with 15
points. Tillman was next with
12 points and Strouss helped
out with 11.

skoksk

Mendota ventured out-
side the conference for a
match-up at Sycamore and
the Trojans dropped a 52-43
decision on Dec. 13. MHS
has a 5-6 overall record.

The Trojans led through-
out much of the first half,
taking a 16-15 advantage to
intermission. But Sycamore
came out blazing in the third
period, pumping in 28 points
compared to 10 for Mendota
to take a 43-26 lead into the
fourth quarter.

Mendota outscored the
Spartans, 17-9, in the final
frame, but it wasn’t enough
to overcome the deficit.

Nanez paced Trojan scor-
ers with 10 points, while
Kelly and Braiden Freeman
added six points apiece.

MENDOTA 52, HALL 49

Hall (49)

FG FT FIs TP
Bacidore 4 1-1 0 10
Guerrini 1 0-0 0 2
Bryant 2 00 2 5
C. Bickett 1 00 O 2
Jablonski 1 0-0 0 2
Curran 2 34 2 7
West 4 0-1 o M
Dye 3 12 2 10
Totals 18 58 6 49

Mendota (52)

FG FT FIs TP
Strouss 4 12 2 M
Kelly 2 00 2 6
Nanez 6 0-1 2 15
Freeman 0 2-2 1 2
Tillman 5 0-0 2 12
Aughenbaugh 1 0-0 1 2
Baird 2 0-0 1 4
Dewey 0 0-0 1 0
Totals 20 35 12 52

SCORE BY QUARTERS

Hall 8 23 38 49
Mendota 15 25 42 52

Three-point goals: Mendota -
Strouss 2, Kelly 2, Nanez 3, Tillman
2; Hall - Bacidore 1, Bryant 1, West
3, Dye 3

SYCAMORE 52, MENDOTA 43

Mendota (43)

FG F Fls TP
Strouss 2 00 4 5
Aughenbaugh 1 0-1 0 2
Baird 2 14 1 5
Kelly 1 44 3 6
Dewey 2 02 4 4
Nanez 4 1-1 1 10
Freeman 1 4-4 2 6
Tillman 2 00 1 5
Totals 15 10-16 16 43

Sycamore (52)

FG FT Fls TP
Wyzard 0 4-6 4 4
Picolotti 3 12 1 7
Shipley 1 0-0 2 2
Larry 4 12 2 9
York 5 44 2 15
Garcia 2 1-1 1 5
Lewis 4 0-0 2 10
Bumpus 0 0-0 3 0
Chami 0 0-0 3 0
Totals 19 1115 20 52

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Mendota 9 16 26 43
Sycamore 4 15 43 52
Three-pointgoals: Mendota - Strouss
1,Nanez 1, Tillman 1; Sycamore - York
1, Lewis 2

Lady Trojans entered in
Amboy Holiday Tourney

AMBOY —The Mendota girls’ basketball teams will
compete in the Amboy Holiday Tournament set for Dec.
26-29. There are six teams in the varsity tournament
and four teams in the freshman-sophomore tournament.

The varsity squad is in the Red Pool along with
Newman and Hiawatha. The Black Pool consists of
Amboy, Hall and Somonauk.

Teams in the freshman-sophomore pool are Amboy,
Mendota, Somonauk and Hall. They will play a round

robin format.

Amboy Girls’ Holiday Tournament

Tuesday, Dec. 26

Noon — Mendota vs. Hall (FS)
1:30 p.m. — Amboy FS vs. Somonauk (FS)
3 p.m. — Hall vs. Somonauk (V)
4:30 p.m. — Newman vs. Hiawatha (V)
6 p.m. — Amboy vs. Mendota (V)

Wednesday, Dec. 27
Noon — Mendota vs. Somonauk (FS)
1:30 p.m. — Amboy vs. Hall (FS)
3 p.m. Hiawatha vs. Mendota (V)
4:30 p.m. — Newman vs. Somonauk (V)

6 p.m. — Amboy vs. Hall (V)

Thursday, Dec. 28
Noon — Amboy vs. Mendota (FS)
1:30 p.m. — Hall vs. Somonauk (FS)
3 p.m. — Hiawatha vs. Hall (V)

Amellia Bromenschenkel, left, has started the 2023-24 Purdue University Fort Wayne season in fine fashion even
with a tough loss to No. 5-ranked University of Iowa and Caitlin Clark, right, the consensus 2024 WNBA Draft first
pick. The 2020 Mendota High School graduate, now a PUFW senior, was named the Horizon League Player of the
Week on Nov. 27. (Photo contributed)

Bromenschenkel flourishing at Purdue-FW

A Named Horizon League Player of Week; plays against lowa’s Caitlin Clark

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA-InMendota
the name Amellia Bromen-
schenkel is well known in
the basketball, sports world.

The 2020 Mendota High
School graduate left a se-
mester early and dove into
NCAA Division I basketball
with Purdue University Fort
Wayne.

Although she has a
COVID-19 year remaining
for a fifth year of eligibility
in the 2024-25 season, the
Mastodon senior is playing
some of her best ball to date
and is making a name for
herself across the nation,
not just Mendota or Illinois.

“l have a COVID-19
year left, so I’ll be coming
back for a fifth year, but
with this being my official
senior year, | just wanted
to put my name out there
and make sure I’'m giving
it my all during my last
two seasons,” said Bromen-
schenkel, who was Horizon
League Third Team for the
2022-23 season. “Last year,
I made a jump from the
previous year, and I just
wanted to keep that flow-
ing. I wanted to improve
in everything, so I worked
pretty hard in the offseason
to make sure [ get something
above third team this year.
And hopefully our team will

Trojans, L-P to hook up in

“College basketball is a lot quicker than high school, so you
have to be ready foryour shotatall times. When you’re younger,
you don’t have the confidence that it takes to fire your shot at
any pointin a game. What’s really changed for me is improving
my confidence and taking it to the next level by being ready

whenever my team needs me.”

go further in the postseason
and have more success than
we did last year.

“College basketball is a
lot quicker than high school,
so you have to be ready for
your shot at all times. When
you’re younger, you don’t
have the confidence that it
takes to fire your shot at any
pointinagame. What’sreally
changed for me is improving
my confidence and taking it
to the next level by being
ready whenever my team
needs me.

“We get the opportunity
to play schools in the power
five conferences. It’s really
cool to be here and to play
against great competition.”

Purdue University Fort
Wayne is 7-4 with a .636
winning percentage overall
and is 2-0 in the Horizon
League.

Bromenschenkel has
started all 11 of the Mast-
odons’ games and is aver-
aging team highs of 31.8
minutes, 13.7 points, and 6.7
rebounds. She also leading

PLANO — The Mendota Trojans will participate in the
60th annual Plano Varsity Christmas Classic on Dec. 27-30.

Thereare 16 teams in the tournament with seeds awarded to
the top eight teams. Unseeded Mendota will begin tournament
action against No. 3 seed LaSalle-Peru on Wednesday, Dec.
27 at 3:30 p.m. If the Trojans win their first-round game, they
will advance to the winner’s bracket to play either Aurora
Marmion or Oregon at 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 28. A first-round
loss will bump Mendota to the loser’s bracket for a 12:30

p-m. contest on Dec. 28.

The tournament will continue with eight games on Dec.

29 and the finals on Dec. 30.

Kaneland is the top seed in the tournament, followed by
Burlington Central, LaSalle-Peru, Northridge Prep, Streator,
Marmion, Morris and Hinckley-Big Rock.

Plano Varsity Christmas Classic

Wednesday, Dec. 27
1 - #5 Streator vs. Yorkville Christian — 9 a.m.
2 - #4 Northridge Prep vs. Newark — 10:30 a.m.

the squad with nine blocks.
She is shooting 49.5 percent
from the field, 46.2 from the
3-point line, and 85 percent
from the free throw line and
has 25 assists, 11 steals, and
22 turnovers this season.

The Mastodons saw tough
competition from the be-
ginning as they played the
University of Michigan on
Nov. 6 (80-61 loss).

Bromenschekel scored 12
points and had six rebounds
against the Wolverines and
has continued to put up solid
numbers as she had 16 points
and nine rebounds in a 124-
14 win against Great Lakes
Christian on Nov. 11, and
six points and six rebounds
ina70-64 overtime win over
Southern Illinois University
on Nov. 15.

PUFW entered the Gulf
Coast Showcase in Novem-
ber where they faced Caitlin
Clark, who is viewed as the
WNBA'’s No. 1 draft pick in
2024, and No. 5-ranked team
in the country, University of
Towa, on Nov. 24. Bromen-

—Amellia Bromenschenkel

schenkel recorded 16 points
and six rebounds in the 98-59
loss to the Hawkeyes.

The Mastodons bounced
back with two wins in the
showcase as they defeated
Delaware 88-74 on Nov. 25
(Bromenschenkel had 27
points and four rebounds)
and Western Kentucky 90-77
on Nov. 26 (13 points and six
rebounds).

For her efforts, Bromen-
schenkel was named the
Horizon League Player of
the Week on Nov. 27.

“Playing big schools like
Michigan and lowa, they
always have solid players no
matter if it’s an off year for
them or not,” Bromenschen-
kel said. “We try to come
into those games and try to
prove ourselves and get our
name out there being we’re
asmaller school. We haven’t
been great in our conference
the last couple years and we
want to improve.

See Purdue-FW, Page B2

Plano Christmas Classic

9 — Loser 3vs. Loser 4 -9 a.m.

10— Loser 1 vs. Loser 2 —10:30 a.m.

11 - Loser 5 vs. Loser 6 —12:30 p.m.

12 — Loser 7 vs. Loser 8 —2 p.m.

13 — Winner 1 vs. Winner 2 —3:30 p.m.

14 — Winner 3 vs. Winner 4 —5:30 p.m.

15— Winner 5 vs. Winner 6 —7 p.m.

16 — Winner 7 vs. Winner 8 —8:30 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 29

17 —Loser 11 vs. Loser 12 -9 a.m.

18 — Loser 9 vs. Loser 10 —10:30 a.m.

19 — Winner 9 vs. Winner 10 —-12:30 p.m.

20 —Winner 11 vs. Winner 12 -2 p.m.

21 —Loser 13 vs. Loser 14 —3:30 p.m.

22 —Loser 15 vs. Loser 16 — 5:30 p.m.

23 — Winner 13 vs. Winner 14 -7 p.m.

24 — Winner 15 vs. Winner 16 — 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 30

25— Loser 17 vs. Loser 18 —9 a.m. (15% place)

4:30 p.m. — Newman vs. Mendota (V)

6 p.m. — Amboy vs. Somonauk (V)
Friday, Dec. 29

3 p.m. — Red Pool #3 vs. Black Pool #3

4:30 p.m. — Red Pool #2 vs. Black Pool #2

6 p.m. — Red Pool #1 vs. Black Pool #1

3 - #8 Hinckley-Big Rock vs. Ottawa —12:30 p.m.

4 - #1 Kaneland vs. Sandwich — 2 p.m.

5 - #3 LaSalle-Peru vs. Mendota — 3:30 p.m.

6 - #6 Marmion vs. Oregon — 5:30 p.m.

7 - #7 Morris vs. Plano — 7 p.m.

8 - #2 Burlington Central vs. Lisle — 8:30 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 28

MHS girls rally past Earlville

Mendota struggled in a loss to La-
Salle-Peru and captured a come-from-
behind victory over Earlville in varsity
girls’ basketball action last week.

John Hansen.

The Lady Trojans
hosted L-P on Dec. 14
and the visitors cruised
to a 59-14 win.

Mendota was out-
scored, 21-0, in the
first quarter and then

managed only two
baskets in the second

period as L-P built up a 35-4 halftime
advantage. The count stood at 51-10

after three quarters.

“I actually thought our energy was
up, but we just struggled bad to hit shots

Eddy

and L-P didn’t,” said Mendota coach

Kennedy Knaffled Mendota scorers
with six points, while Grace Wasmer
hauled down nine rebounds.

sokok

After another slow start, Mendota
heated up in the second half and pulled
away fora44-31 triumph over Earlville
on Dec. 16 at Earlville.

The Red Raiders grabbed a 13-5lead
afterthe opening stanza and took a23-12
halftime advantage, but the tables were
turned in the second half, when Mendota
outscored the home team, 32-8, to post
the double-digit victory.

The second half comeback for
Mendota was keyed by Ava Eddy, who

pouredin 10 ofherteam’s 18 third-quar-
ter points. Thatincluded connectingona
pair of shots from beyond the three-point
arc. Earlville was limited to four points
in each of the second-half quarters.

“We struggled to convert early and
were alittle scrambly on defense,” noted
Hansen. “But we exploded in the third
quarter. We turned our pressure up and
turned steals into buckets.”

The Lady Trojans (3-9) had a whop-
ping 31 steals in the contest, with Eddy
and Ella Martin getting 11 apiece. Eddy
was Mendota’s lone double figure scorer
with 16 points, while Martin and Bria
Frey added seven points each. Martin
led with 11 rebounds and Crystal Garcia
handed out four assists.

26 — Winner 17 vs. Winner 18 — 10:30 a.m. (13" place)

27 — Loser 19 vs. Loser 20 — 12:15 p.m. (11* place)

28 — Loser 21 vs. Loser 22 — 1:45 p.m. (7% place)

29 — Winner 19 vs. Winner 20 — 3:15 p.m. (9'" place, cons.)
30— Winner 21 vs. Winner 22 — 5 p.m. (5% place)

31— Loser 23 vs. Loser 24 — 6:30 p.m. (3" place)

32 — Winner 23 vs. Winner 24 — 8 p.m. (1% place)

LaSALLE-PERU 59, MENDOTA 14

MENDOTA 44, EARLVILLE 31

LaSalle-Peru (59) Mendota (44)

FG F Fls TP FG FT Reb TP
Duttlinger 6 11 0 14 Eddy 6 17 3 16
Aguirre 1 0-0 1 3 Garcia 2 00 2 4
Abens 1 2-2 2 4 Frey 2 24 3 7
Urbanski 1 0-0 0 2 Knaff 2 00 2 4
Pode 3 141 3 7 Coss 2 00 1 4
Sines 4 12 3 9 Sondgeroth 0 02 O 0
Shetterly 1 0-0 0 2 Martin 3 -5 1 7
Ruppert 2 57 0 9 Denault 1 0-0 3 2
Garman 3 22 0 9 Wasmer 0 00 3 0
Totals 22 12-15 9 59 Totals 18 4-18 28 44

Mendota (14) Earlville (31)

FG FT Reb TP FG FT FIs TP
Eddy 0 00 1 0 B. Miller 1 121 3
Garcia 1 0-0 O 2 Olson 4-14 5 11
Frey 0 00 1 0 J. Miller 0 15 3 1
Knaff 3 0-0 2 6 Hall 1 0-0 1 2
Coss 1 00 4 2 Dixon 6 o0 1 12
Denault 2 0-0 1 4 Scherer 1 0-0 4 2
Wasmer 0 0-0 9 0 Totals 12 621 15 31
Totals 7 00 18 14

SCORE BY QUARTERS SCORE BY QUARTERS

LaSalle-Peru 21 35 51 59 Mendota 5 12 30 44

Mendota 0 4 10 14
Three-point goals: LaSalle-Peru -
Duttlinger 1, Aguirre 1, Garman 1

Earlville 13 23 27 31
Three-point goals: Mendota - Eddy
3, Frey 1; Earlville - Olson 1
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Soph boys get third seed
in Plano Christmas Classic

PLANO-TheMendo-
ta Trojans will participate
in the 13th annual Plano
Sophomore Christmas
Classic to be held Dec.
27-30.

There are 16 teams in
the sophomore tourna-
ment with seeds awarded
to the top eight teams.
Third-seeded Mendota
will begin tournament
action against Auro-
ra Central Catholic on
Wednesday, Dec. 27 at
11:30 a.m. If the Tro-
jans win their first-round
game, they will advance
to the winner’s bracket
to play either Plano or

Hinckley-Big Rock at
3:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec.
28. Afirst-round loss will
send Mendota to the los-
er’s bracket for a 9 a.m.
game on Dec. 28.

The tournament will
continue with eight games
on Friday, Dec. 29 and
the finals on Saturday,
Dec. 30.

Northridge Prep landed
the tournament’s top seed,
while Morris was seeded
second. Seeded in the
top eight after Mendota
were Burlington Central,
Yorkville Christian, Pla-
no, Aurora Marmion and
Kaneland.

Purdue-FW

Continued from Page B1

“It was a great oppor-
tunity to play lowa. Pretty
much everyone in college
basketball wants a chance
to play Iowa and take on
Caitlin Clark. It was super
cool to be able to be there
with an extremely packed
stadium and experience
everything that had to offer.
Clark is extremely talented
and one of the best players
in the country. It was cool
to see how we matched up
against her. It was cool to
play against her and get a
few photos with her.

“lowa wasn’t our best
game. We really bounced
back with the wins over
Delaware and Western Ken-
tucky. We had a long talk
with the coaches and the
players after the lowa loss
and wanted to prove who we
are. We weren’t expecting to
do great in the tournament
because we were the smaller
name, but I think we really
proved ourselves to our
opponents, the people who
ran the tournament, and the
Horizon League.

“It was a great opportu-
nity for us to show how far
we’ve come.”

PUFW won its first two
Horizon League games, 84-
66 over Oakland on Nov. 13

and 71-60 against Wright
State on Dec. 3, before a
non-conference 57-46 win
over Bellarmine on Dec. 6
andnon-conferences loses to
St. Thomas (64-59) on Dec.
9 and to Western Michigan
(78-76) on Dec. 17.

Only 11 games in,
Bromenschenkel is excited
for the rest of the season
as she stays focused on
improving her play and the
Mastodons recognition.

“Since Maria Marchesano
(third-yearhead coach) came
in, it’s been a rebuild. I think
now that we’re in the third
year ofthe rebuild, it’s finally
clicking,” Bromenschenkel
said. “Our offense is really
solid, and everyone is used
to playing together. We’ve
brought on some new key
pieces with transfers and
freshman, and I feel they’ve
really stepped into their
roles well.

“Wehavealotofgirls that
are older who are ready to
take it to the next level. My
age group, which is three of
us starters, have been playing
together for the last three
years. We have a transfer
who has been here for two
years. And the fifth starter
has also been here as long as
I have. We’ve been together
for a while and know how to
play with each other.”

N\

( WANTEDY?

CLASSIC CARS .... TOP $$$$

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars,
Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,
Hot Rods, Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

Call Jim at 630-201-8122

\ 01192022

Eagle runner

Dagen Setchell, seated center, signs to run cross country at Illinois Valley Community
College next fall. Looking on are his parents, Justin and Kira Setchell, seated, IVCC
coach Matt Baker, back left, and Mendota High School coach Kevin Wohrley. Next fall
will be the second season for cross country at IVCC. (Reporter photo)

Consolation Champions
The Northbrook Middle School eighth grade boys’ basketball team won the consolation
championship of the Serena Tournament on Dec. 8-9. Members of team, front row,
left to right, are Abel Nanez, Cesar Hernandez, Oscar Castenada and Kevin Herrera.
Middle row, Cooper Beetz, Esten Otero and Daniel Guerrero. Back row, Viktor Angulo,
Ashtyn Stamberger, Levi Ossman, Tomas Corrigan, Cannon Chaon and coach Troy

Bauer. (Photo contributed)

Serrano takes 2nd in Stillman Valley Invite

STILLMAN VALLEY - Mendota
wrestlers competed in the Stillman Valley
Invitational on Dec. 16.

In varsity action, the Trojans’ Angil
Serrano earned second-place honors in the
285-pound weight class. At 157 pounds,
Corbin Furar placed sixth.

Call us today for your
FREE ESTIMATE!

+ Fencing Installation
& Repairs

+ Patio, Decks

+ Wood Bench'’s

+ Pergola’s

We can handle any of your

outside custom
woodworking needs!

In the junior varsity tournament, four
Mendota wrestlers placed in the top four.

Taking third place were Adrian Arteaga at

pounds.

Residential & Commercial
No job too big or too small
+ Snow Plowing
+ Car Hauling
+ Hot Shot Freight
+ State to State
+ Town to town

Whatever you need moved,
we got you covered!!

12042023

106 pounds, Cole Kleckner at 138 pounds
and Madrick Musgrove at 215 pounds.
Gavin Stevenson finished fourth at 113

MHS sophs
clip Hall,
beaten by
Sycamore

The Mendota soph-
omore boys’basketball
team split a pair of
games last week, win-
ning a tight Three Riv-
ers Conference contest
over Hall and dropping
a nonconference deci-
sion to Sycamore.

Against Hall, the
Trojans held on for a
40-39 thriller over the
Red Devils on Dec. 12
at the MHS gym. Men-
dota had just beaten
Hall by 34 points in
five days prior in the
Colmone Classic.

Hall jumped out to
a 14-8 lead after the
opening stanza, but
Mendota fought back
to outscore the visitors,
10-2, in the second
period to seize an 18-
16 halftime lead. The
Trojans stretched the
margin to seven (32-25)
heading to the fourth
where they had to hold
on for the victory.

Alex Beetz pumped
in 14 points to pace
Mendota in scoring.
Brody Harttand Ramiro
Palacios collected sev-
en points apiece, while
Johan Cortez tallied
SixX.

kKK

Sycamore and Men-
dota hooked up in
another close game
before the Spartans
pulled away in the
fourth quarter to post a
40-31 win on Dec. 13
at Sycamore.

Mendota owned a
15-11 halftime margin,
but Sycamore rallied to
graba?23-22 advantage
with one quarter to play.
In the final frame, the
Spartans erupted for 17
points compared to nine
for the Trojans.

Dane Doyle topped
the Trojan scoring chart
with 11 points, while
Alex Beetz chipped in
with seven markers.

+ Frame Straightening
* Bumper Repair

* Alignment & Steering
* Glass Replacement
« Grille Replacement

815-879-7767

1515 West Peru St. Princeton

Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00-5:00
Heartlandautobody.net

+ Scratches Fixed
* Paintless Dent Repair

Keep US in mind
for deer season!

Owner
Jason Maurice

* Touch-Ups
* Trim Painting
* Repainting

« Scratch & Dent Repainting

« Computerized Paint
Matching

W

11152023
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BOWLING

Monday Night
Mixed League

Standings as of Dec. 12
— 1. Split Happens 35-25;
2. Bad Kats 35-25; 3. CM
Farm33-27;4.RamerInc.
29-31; 5. Sports-N-Stuff
27-33; 6. Leagal Beagles
21-39

High team game
(scratch) — Split Happens
806, Ramer Inc. 732, CM
Farm 696

High team game (hdcp)
— Split Happens 2205,
CM Farm 1967, Ramer
Inc. 1941

High team series
(scratch) — Split Happens
1046, Ramer Inc. 1029,
CM Farm 961

High team series (hdcp)
— Split Happens 2925,

Ramer Inc. 2832, CM
Farm 2762

Men’s high game
(scratch)—Luke Ross 245,
Matt Ramer 234, Charlie
Betz 225

Men’s high game
(hdep) — Charlie Betz
292, Raul Diaz Jr. 285,
Matt Ramer 266

Men’s high series
(scratch) — Luke Ross
642, Matt Ramer 630,
Raul Diaz Jr. 598

Men’s high series
(hdep) — Raul Diaz Jr.
784, Matt Ramer 726, Ed
Roulston 709

Women’s high game
(scratch) — Dria Kuntz
236, Emily Thomas 220,
Jessica Robinson 215

Women’s high game

| LaMoille H.S. boys’ basketball |

Dec. 13 @ LaMoille
Streator Woodland 63,
LaMoille 42
Stats: Tyler Billhorn
17 points, 12 rebounds;
BraydenKlein 11 points;Josh
Martin 11 rebounds

Dec. 15 @ LaMoille
Somonauk 69, LaMoille
49
Stats: Klein 14 points, 6
rebounds; Billhorn 10 points,
12 rebounds

\\\\\\IIIIIII|||||||||||||IIII////

If youre attending a game,
make sure fo be a good sport!

S
///I”IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIl\\\\\
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(hdcp) — Dria Kuntz 301,
Emily Thomas 281, Jessi-
ca Robinson 278

Women’s high series
(scratch) — Dria Kuntz
571, Jessica Robinson
562, Gail Sessler 535

Women’s high series
(hdcp)—Audrey Holocker
766, Dria Kuntz 766, Jes-
sica Robinson 751

Wednesday Night
Men’s League

Standings as of Dec.
13 — 1. O’Donnell Exca-
vating 33-15; 2. Novak
Farms 26-22; 3. Mendota
Monument25-23;4.JJ&L
Carpentry 24-24; 5. First
State Bank 20-28; 6. Black
Bros. 16-32

High team game

(scratch)—Mendota Mon-
ument 999, Novak Farms
982, Black Bros. 969

Highteam game (hdcp)
— Black Bros. 1134,
O’Donnell Excavating
1126, Novak Farms 1104

High team series
(scratch)—Mendota Mon-
ument 2843, Novak Farms
2727, Black Bros. 2688

Highteamseries (hdcp)
— O’Donnell Excavating
3184, Black Bros. 3183,
Novak Farms 3113

High individual game
(scratch) — Joe Dimmig
247, Jake Lohmeier 247,
Kasen Novak 239

High individual series
(scratch)—Chris Eller 671,
Joe Dimmig 664, Tyler
Schmitt 641

Youth goose hunt sign-up
underway through Dec. 31

SPRINGFIELD - Youth between the ages of 10 and 17
who would like to participate in the annual Central Illinois
Youth Goose Hunt sponsored by the Illinois Department of
Natural Resources can register now for the event, which is

scheduled for Jan. 15, 2024.

Registration opens Dec. 1 and closes Dec. 31. To partici-
pate, youth hunters must go online to the Illinois Department
of Natural Resources website and follow the instructions.

The hunt will be hosted at private waterfowl hunting
clubs near Canton in Fulton County, and hunters selected to
participate will be pre-assigned to hunting locations.

Alottery drawing involving all youth hunters who register
will be conducted, and those who are selected will be notified
by email. First-time applicants will be given priority over

previous participants.

The hunt is open to youth ages 10 to 17 at the time of the
event. All applicants must possess a valid Illinois hunting
or sportsman’s license, have a Harvest Information Program
(HIP) registration number, and have a 20 gauge or larger
shotgun. Youth hunt participants must be accompanied by a
parent or guardian who must possess a valid firearm owner’s

identification (FOID) card.

Questions about registration and the hunt itself can be

directed to 217-785-8060.

Be Prepared this Winter!
kenerac is here to keep you warm!

404 W. Main St., McNabb, IL  www.grassersplumbingheating.com 815-882-2111

////

Buying a car
just got easier.
Find out how hy

calling...

ANNA
ARTEAGA

NMLS #461075

Se habla espanol

»»»»»»

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Cash
& Garry

31000

31100

EA BUSINE
SPOTLIGHT

il
REE s
Auto Body Specialists
Weather Tech dealer
Window Tinting

Car/Truck/SUV
Detailing

And many other truck
accessories available!

Marten Portable
Buildings

706 Washington St.
and 1403 13th Ave.,
Mendota

Chris Holdenrid
Senior VP
Morgage Lending
NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President
NMLS#477892

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota
815-539-8500

Best Selestion -
Best Pf/'o/?(//

~_ =

~_ _—

HWY 251 S. - MENDOTA
815-539-6263

SINCE 1875

YOUR HOME TOWN
INSURANCE COMPANY.

We offer:

« Equipment Breakdown
* Buried utility line
coverage
* Sump Pump Back Up
« Home/Auto Discount

Find a list of our agents
for your property

insurance needs at
www.mendotamutual.com

Ph. 539-5656 4
%
1102 Meriden St., Mendota . & GREENHOUSE
) Other Locations: 325 N. 25th Rd.
0815—5639—9341 LaSalle Oglesby 1207 22nd St. : Rt. 251 S.. Peru
pen 6am-10pm Peru Wenona (815)539-9306 . =
7 days a week www.eurekasavings.com Teleflom 224-1 506
.See
Jackie Near

for all your
Insurance Needs!

Call
(815) 539-5651

L

FIRST STATE INSURANCE

Across from
First State Bank, Mendota

Service
* Plumbing

Mendota - 815-539-3828
TRIPLESERVICEINC.COM
IL Lic. #055-041123

Advertise
Your

Business
Here
In The
Area
Business
Spotlight
939-9396



B4 ¢ The Mendota Reporter

Wednesday, Dec. 20, 2023

LOCAL AND AREA

The secret to your best life

One of the greatest
lessons I’velearned is that
you can’t be both selfish
and happy. I know this
is true through my own
personal experience, but
more importantly, the
Bible has some things to
say about the attitude we
should have about “self.”

For example, love is
not selfish. In the Ampli-
fied Bible, 1 Corinthians
13:5 says love “is not
self-seeking.” In 1 Corin-
thians 15:31, the apostle
Paul said, “...I die daily
[I face death and die to
self]” (AMP), which ba-
sically means he was not
self-seeking but instead
focused on doing what
God called him to do with
his life.

There are also scrip-
tures that teach us the

The Mendota Reporter and Mendota Money Saver will
have early deadlines due to Christmas and New Year.

For the Dec. 25th edition of the Money Saver, the
advertising deadline is Wednesday, Dec. 20 at noon. -

For the Dec. 27th edition of the Reporter, the advertising
and editorial deadline is Wednesday, Dec. 20 at 4 p.m.

Forthe Jan. 1stedition of the Money Saver, the advertising
deadline is Wednesday, Dec. 27 at noon.

For the Jan. 3rd edition of the Reporter, the advertising
and editorial deadline is Wednesday, Dec. 27 at 4 p.m.

of New Year.

importance of having
self-control. Galatians
5:23 lists self-control as
a fruit of the Spirit, and
2 Timothy 1:7 says that
in Christ, we have a spirit
“of power and of love
and...personal discipline
[abilities that result in a
calm, well-balanced mind
and self-control]” (AMP).

If you’ve lived very
long, you realize that not
being selfish requires
self-control, because
we’re all born with a
human nature that is
selfish. Think about how
babies act: they are only
concerned with what they
need and usually cry when
they don’t get their way.

Thankfully, when we
experience new life in
Christ, we die to sin
(Romans 6:11). But even

though we die to sin, sin
does not die. That’s why
we have to continually
make the decision over
and over again to choose
to do the right thing on
purpose. And we have
what it takes, in Christ, to
do what’s right—whether
we feel like it or not.

As Christians, we’re
destined to be molded
into the image of Jesus
Christ (Romans 8:29).
Jesus is the greatest ex-
ample of what it means to
love others and not live a
selfishlife. FirstJohn3:16
(NIV) says, “This is how
we know what love is:
Jesus Christlaid down his
life for us. And we ought
to lay down our lives for
our brothers and sisters.”

This scripture shows us
that Jesus gave everything

R |
The Mendota Reporter and Mendota Money Saver will *.
have early deadlines due o Christmas and New Year.

.

\

The Mendota Reporter will be closed on Monday,
Dec. 25, and reopen at 8 a.m., on Tuesday, Dec. 26, in
observance of Christmas.
The Mendota Reporter will be closed on Monday, Jan. 1, /%
and reopen at 8 a.m., on Tuesday, Jan. 2, in observance ’
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YES! Send me my 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

The 2024 From The Heart Gash Galendars
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the calendars
benefit our From The Heart recipients:
Peyasus Special Riters, Rochelle Christian
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star
Children’s Advocacy 2024
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area g o
Community Foundation, Hub City Hrom Ve Heart
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary. Calendar
OUR CHARITIES e
NEED OUR
SUPPORT
NOW MORE ;
THAN EVER!

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of

365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250
PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

* ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to
you! Shipping and processing fees will he added to cost.

* IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2024 From The Heart Cash
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stiliman Bank, HOPE Chest,
Colonial Flower Shoppe and Hub City Senior Center
In Oregon at: Merlin's
In Dixon at: Shining Star
In Mendota at: The Mendota Reporter/ARmboy News office

* BY MAIL: Fill out the form helow and send it in to us and we will mail a
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you!
Shipping fees are added to cost.

(Please Print)
NAME:
ADDRESS:
| cIry, STATE, ZIP:
| PHONE:
NUMBER OF CALENDARS:

Clip and mail this form along with $23
($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to:
I Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

L_____________J

when He demonstrated
His love for us. And we
are to follow His example.

The truth is, loving
others is not always easy,
and it always costs us
something: time, money,
convenience, etc. But
through our relationship
with Christ, we can find
the strength and ability to
love others, even when it
seems to cost more than
we think we can give.

God is faithful to give
us His love, grace, and
wisdom to reach out and
be a blessing to others.
And when we do, we end
upreceiving more joy and
peace than we had before.

It’s important to un-
derstand that God doesn’t
expect you to take this
to such an extreme that
you don’t take care of
yourself. We need to
use wisdom so we can
be healthy emotionally,
mentally, and physically
while we’re helping oth-
ers. In following Jesus’
example, remember to
make your relationship
with God your number
one priority and do what
He puts in your heart to
do.

The world is full of
lonely, hurting people
who are hungry for the
love of God and the hope
that is only found in Je-
sus. I want to encourage

you to get rid of a “What
about me?” mindset and
instead pray, “God, show
me someone who needs a
blessing. Show me some-
one | can help.”

We all have room to
grow in our relationship
with God, and learning
how to reach out to oth-
ers is a big part of that
process. I used to be
self-centered and focused
on getting my way all the
time. And I was misera-
ble! Butnow I am happier
than I’ve ever been be-
causeldon’tspend allmy
time thinking about what
I want, what I think, and
how I feel. The truth is,
you can’t be happy if the
center of your life is you!

Imagine how different
the world would be if
everyone would just do
one nice thing to help
someone else every day. It
can be so simple to put a
smile on someone’s face.
Give a compliment, give
something away, take the
time to listen, open a door
for someone, let someone
go before you in line at
the store...the list could
go on and on.

Make it your business
to regularly reach out
to people around you,
encouraging them and
meeting their needs as
you are able to do it. Be
determined each day to

do at least one thing for
someone else that makes
their life better. Trust
me: You’ll discover that
serving God by loving
others is the most won-
derful, exciting thing you
can do!
sksksk

Formore on this topic,
order Joyce’s three-part
teaching resource Do
Unto Others. You can
also contactus toreceive
our free magazine, En-
joying Everyday Life, by
calling (800) 727-9673
or visiting www.joyce-
meyer.org.

Joyce Meyer is a New
York Times bestselling
author and founder of
Joyce Meyer Ministries,
Inc. She has authored
more than 140 books, in-
cluding BATTLEFIELD
OF THE MIND and
OVERCOMING EV-
ERY PROBLEM (Faith-
Words). She hosts the
Enjoying Everyday Life
radio and TV programs,
which air on hundreds of
stations worldwide. For
more information, visit
WWW.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views
and opinions expressed
throughout this publica-
tion and/or website are
those of the respective
authors and do not nec-
essarily reflect those of
Joyce Meyer Ministries.

Check out the
“Help Wanted”
ads in the
Marketplace of
The NMiendota

Reporter and

Money Saver
every week!

Want to search
lllinois legal notices?
&
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PUBLIC. JOTICE ILLINOIS

Subscribe now to have legal
notices emailed to you based
on YOUR custom search criteria!

A public service provided by lllinois Newspapers
& the lllinois Press Association

www.publicnoticeillinois.com
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MENDOTA

ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon, Pastor
Ray Fischer, Jose Lopez,
and Hector Diaz, Deacons

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass
Weekend Mass

Confession

STS. PETER AND PAUL,

PETERSTOWN
Weekend Mass
Confession

3CH

UNITED PENTECOSTAL
CHURCH

4401 State Route 251
(815) 538-3444

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor

E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com
www.mendotaupc.org
SUNDAY: Christian Education-10 a.m.

Worship - 11:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:

Midweek Bible Study - 7 p.m.

FIRST UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

9 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Worship
In-person & on Facebook at:
Mendota First United
Methodist Church

Dec. 21 - 6:30 p.m. Ecumenical Blue
Christmas worship
Dec. 23 - 9:30 a.m. Advent study at
Stonecroft Village
Dec. 24 - 9 a.m. Sunday School; 9:30 a.m.
worship; 9:30 p.m. Christmas Eve worship
Dec. 25 - 9:30 a.m. Christmas worship
Dec. 26 - Newsletter deadline
Dec. 27 - 10 a.m. Pastor Mary leads
Stonecroft worship

ZION UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
808 Jefferson St.

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office (815) 538-2186

Facebook: Mendota Zion United
Methodist Church

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade
in fellowship hall during worship service
(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM
during Sunday services)
TUESDAY - Prayer group 6 p.m.

FRIDAY - Youth group 6 p.m.

VICTORY BAPTIST
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”

505 W. 7th Ave.
(815) 539-9081

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

Pastor Steve Breedlove

SUNDAY
Sunday school

Worship

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota

P.O. Box 54

Phone (815) 539-7107 (church)
(815) 871-5702 (pastor)

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org
www.facebook.com/NCAOG
“Preaching the blood, book and
blessed hope.”

Sunday School
Worship

DIRECTORY
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of Worship

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

1003 5th St.
(815) 538-5603

e0ccc0cccccc0cccc o 0e

Website: fpcmendota.com
Accessible

Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
Available on Facebook Live

Dec. 21 - 6:30 p.m.Webelos; 7 p.m. Meal
distribution
Dec. 24 - 10 a.m.Worship; I | a.m.
Fellowship; 5 p.m. Christmas Eve
candlelight worship
Facebook page

www.facebook.com/fpcmendota
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MENDOTA BIBLE
CHURCH
Rt. 251, 1/2 mile south of

Mendota
(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org
SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Sunday School
Worship
Evening Service

LI Wz
If [Can
By William Arthur Ward

[f [ can write one verge of truth today
Or give my fellow man a song to sing;
[f L ean push one needless cloud away
And help men live ag children
of the King:

[f L can lend someone a helping hand
Or warm a place where friendship
needs to be;

[f lcan build a brldge where
fences stand
And light a lamp that other men
might see;

[f L ean open doors of hope this day
By letting someone know that
others care;

[f L can speak in words that seem
to say:

[ know the heavy burdens that
you bear.

If L can guide a pilgrim on his way
Or pause to bid him stay for food
and rest;

[f [can do these, Father, this [ pray:
“O let me do them with my very best.”

The Merchants

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH

607 Tenth Ave.
(815) 539-5626

E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org

Website:
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person
and online via YouTube
Find us on Facebook

NOTE: Please contact your
individual church regarding
online services or for other
church-related information.

CHRIST’S CHURCH

“He is the Head of the Body, the
Church ... That in everything He
might have the supremacy.” col. I1:18

1107 Main St.
(815) 993-2462

Dave Manion Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman
Please join us for . ..

Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Church Builders 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer 6 p.m.

Men’s Ministry
Ladies & Mens Bible Study
Thursday 6 p.m.
Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
398 Church Road, Compton

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567
Wheelchair accessible
Website: www.ilccompton.org

E-mail: immanuellutheran
compton@live.com

“Living in God’s Grace as a
Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship at First

Dec. 24 - Sunday morning service online
only; 7 p.m. Christmas Eve candlelight
service at Immanuel; 9 p.m. Christmas Eve
candlelight service at First, Lee
Dec. 25 - |0 a.m. Christmas Day service
at Immanuel

Online “devotional service” videos continue
every Sunday at
facebook.com/ilccompton and
YouTube. Check our website and Facebook
page for more information.

LA MOILLE

ZION EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34

(815) 539-7820

Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
Accessible

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 539-7276

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK

on this page urge

you to attend a
house of worship
this week.

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 538-2265

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 539-5656

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

(€ 2]
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COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille
(815) 638-2348

eeccccccccccccccccce

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com

SUNDAY WORSHIP
SUNDAY SCHOOL

Nursery available

TROY GROVE

FAITH BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP

208 W. South St.,
Troy Grove

Pastor Brian Hamiel

eeccccccccccccccccce

Website: www.faithbiblefellowship.info
E-mail: fbfchurch20817@gmail.com

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist
to glorify God through the equipping
of His saints, teaching of His Word
and raising of His name.

We would love to have you join us
to worship and learn about
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m.
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m.

BlBLE T‘R“}IA by Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of Immanuel (KJV) in
the Old or New Testament or neither?
2. Which Old Testament prophet said
the most about the birth of Christ?
Isaiah, Daniel, Ezekiel, Jeremiah

3. From Matthew 1:18, when Mary
became pregnant, she and Joseph
were Married, Engaged, Just
friends, Strangers

4. In Luke 2:8-11, how did the
shepherds learn  of  Christ’s
birth? Magi informed, Joseph
announcement, Mighty wind, Angel
appearance

5. Where did the wise men go first
when they arrived in the Holy Land?
Nazareth, Jerusalem, Bethlehem,
Hebron

6. What does the Bible record
as to when Jesus was born? Late
September, Dec. 25, March 17, Does
not

ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) Isaiah, 3)
Engaged, 4) Angel appearance, 5)

Jerusalem, 6) Does not
(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

WALR WIIH

15 7OUR GUIDE

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 539-5060



B6 ¢ The Mendota Reporter

Wednesday, Dec. 20, 2023

LOCAL AND AREA

IVCC extends tuition deadline
for spring semester to Jan. 3

OGLESBY - The spring
semester tuition payment
deadline has been extended
to Jan. 3, 2024, at Illinois
Valley Community College,
giving students nearly three

additional weeks to make
financial arrangements.
“We are extending the
payment deadline as a way to
assist students with creating
payment plans and paying
for their classes,” said [IVCC
President Dr. Tracy Morris.
“The students who set up

OGLESBY - The Illinois Capital De-
velopment Board, the agency that over-
sees construction and renovation of state
agency and university buildings, will host
a meeting for construction-related firms
at Illinois Valley Community College in

Reporter donation to MASS

Jamie Stanford, left,of The Mendota Reporter, presents a check for $242 to Rayanne
Sester, executive director of Mendota Area Senior Services, as a donation from
proceeds received and a matching donation from The Mendota Reporter for its

Fall Savings Spectacular subscription special held in October.

January.

The in-person outreach meeting will be
10 a.m. to noon on Jan. 11, 2024, in IVCC’s
Community Technology Center Room CTC
124-125.

All qualified firms that are contractors,
subcontractors, engineers, architects, sup-

their payment plans early will
benefit from lower payments
spread out over longer peri-
ods and those who need the
extratimeto arrange for pay-
ments will have thatoption as
well. Our team is committed
to assisting students as they

plan for the spring semester.”

Spring 2024 payment is
due no later than 7 p.m. Jan.
3. Questions can be directed
to the Cashier Department
at (815) 224-0213 or the
Financial Aid Department
at (815) 224-0438.

Capital Development Board to hold meeting at IVCC

pliers and professional services are invited
to learn about CDB’s bidding process, pre-
qualification process, diversity requirements
and construction opportunities.

The CDB oversees renovation and reha-
bilitation projects at more than 8,770 state-
owned buildings and strives to ensure that
the state’s diverse communities are reflected
throughout those efforts.

To register for the session, go to https://
bit.ly/3RomLhW . For more information,
contact Jesse Martinez with the CDB at Jesse.
martinez@illinois.gov.

Broadband
assessment
project

launches in
NC Illinois

OTTAWA - North
Central Illinois Coun-
cil of Governments
(NCICG) has partnered
with TPMA and BHC
to develop a Broadband
Recovery Plan for the
seven counties of Bu-
reau, Grundy, LaSalle,
Livingston, Marshall,
Putnam, and Stark. The
project aims to position
the region to leverage
future broadband devel-
opment for economic
growth, and will include
an economic scan of the
region, a stakeholder
engagement process,
and abroadband network
design to empower mu-
nicipalities to improve
connectivity.

“We are excited to be
working on this broad-
band planning project for
the region. The project
goal is to improve broad-
band connectivity and
equity for our residents,
businesses, schools,
healthcare, municipal-
ities, and emergency
services. Intoday’s world
broadband access affects
every aspect of our daily
lives and is as vital as
other utilities such as
sewer, water, gas, and
electricity,” said Kevin
Lindeman, NCICG Ex-
ecutive Director

NCICG is utilizing
consulting firm TPMA
to conduct the assess-
ment. TPMA has part-
nered with engineering
firm BHC to deliver a
comprehensive strategy
with recommendations
pertaining to both infra-
structure and economic
growth. A survey effort
by the University of
[llinois Extension in part-
nership with NCICG will
run concurrently with the
broadband assessment
effort and will also in-
form recommendations.

“TPMA is thrilled
to be working in this
region to advance broad-
band connectivity and,
in turn, economic re-
silience,” said Zachary
Rice, Senior Consul-
tant at TPMA. “The
COVID-19 Pandemic
emphasized the need
for rapid investment in
broadband infrastruc-
ture and digital equity
programming in commu-
nities nationwide. This
work is essential both
to remain economically
competitive and to main-
tain quality of life.”

The project is sched-
uledtorunthrough March,
with on-site stakeholder
engagement scheduled
for late January.

815-539-5142 |

' ,‘ % DURO'LAST Authorized Contractor. NRCA « BBB

THE WORLD’S BEST ROOFs

| Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

1 B InC 705 Illinois Ave.
' Mendota, IL 61342

nilsroofing.com

Dictionary distribution

Roger Anderson, representing the Mendota Rotary Club, visited the third graders
at Holy Cross School to deliver a dictionary to each student. Each year, the organiza-
tion gives every third grader in the community their own dictionary. Students receiving
their dictionary, front row, left to right, are Kyle Henkel, Ty Schwingle, Adan Delao,
Daniel Escatel, Kohen Piller, Cecilia Ortiz, Savy Richey and Peter Konopka. Back row,
Connor Reppin, Jase Reppin, Roger Anderson of Rotary Club, Brooks Pawlowski, Madi
Hayward, Morgan Happ, Alexia Lerma, Ella Wujek, Shay Full and Frank Hochstatter.

(Photo contributed)

ﬁs5o VISA
GIFT CARD

t
Upon completion of appointmen

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your
home, or we will clean your gutters for free

@ LIFETIME NO-CLOG
WARRANTY

@ MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY
FOR YOUR HOME

© THE ONLY ONE-PIECE
SEAMLESS DEBRIS
SHEDDING GUTTER SYSTEM.

© SCRATCHGUARD® }-(
PAINT FINISH m

TIS’ THE SEASON TO

TONY

815-503-9273

* Frce Estimates ¢ Fully Insured *

S TREE SERVICE

* Tree Trimming
* Tree Removal

Residential & Commercial
Seniors get a discount

Wishing Everyone a
Merry Christmas!

12112023

Call Today for Your

FREE Estimate!

Follow Us On

Call Today for a Free Estimate!
@ (630) 777-0555

12042023
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e l815-673-7216

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $50 Visa gift card. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored
by Leafguard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners
over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants
must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated

companies or entities, theirimmediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current

and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, tranisferred, or substituted exceit that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if 75

@ itdeemsit necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States, Mail within 10 clays of receipt of the promotion form, Not valid in S

,/,' coniunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not spensered and is subject to change without notice prier to veservation, Evceptinthe &3
R states of MD, MY and DG, where the gift card offer is limited to $25. Offer not available in the states of €A, IN, PA znd MI. Expires 12/31/23.

Janko Realty & Development

Janko Realty currently has 1,2 and 3
bedroom and studio units
available for rent in Mendota.
Please check out our available
rentals and applications online at
www.jankorealty.propertyware.com
or call 815-830-4422.
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THE FARMER’S REPORT

Not the 1980s, but watch
farm income in coming years

d Farmers, ag lenders may have challenging environment

By TAMMIE SLOUP
FarmWeek

The unknowns facing the
agriculture sector are much
greater today than in the
past few years, and possibly
decade.

The good news is farmers’
balance sheets are generally
stronger, largely due to the
flow of government fund-
ing and low interest rates
throughout the pandemic,
coupled with commodity
prices.

“What I’m seeing is the
rearview mirror shows us
that we came through from
aperiod ofreally challenging
times for ag bankers and for
the ag sector, to a point where
balance sheets are really
cleaned up,” said Jim LaPi-
erre, FDIC regional director.
“But ... I think all of us are
looking at2024 and thinking
it’s probably not going to be
quite as goodas 2023 and not
quite as good as 2022.”

Farmers and ag lenders
are likely in store for a more
challenging environment,
LaPierre said during the Ag-
ricultural Bankers Confer-
ence in Oklahoma City. The
conference session focused
on the evolving agricultural
landscape, looking through
the rearview mirror and
windshield.

The previous low interest
rate environment was an
anomaly, said Sam Miller, an
agribusiness adviser.

“The good news is the ag
sector is in the best liquidity
and solvency position it’s
been in in decades,” Miller
said.

A number of risks will
challenge farmers in the
coming year, including trade
disputes, higher interestrates
and inflation, Miller said.

But it’s certainly not
comparable to the 1980s, the
panelists agreed. Miller not-
ed risk managementtools are
the best they’ve ever been.

“If you look at the marginal sales
of most ag commodities, it’s an
export market, and that’s going to
be something to keep an eye on.
And global unrest is a challenge

in that regard.”

—Sam Miller, agribusiness advisor

According to the Center
for Farm Financial Man-
agement (Finpack) at the
University of Minnesota,
which examines financial
data from 3,500 farms in 11
states, crop and cattle farmers
are more likely to finish 2023
in the black while dairy and
hog producers are expected
to report financial losses.

The median income for
crop farmers within Finpack
is estimated to decrease
from $385,000 in 2022 to
$171,000 in 2023.

Chris Peacock, Agcor
CEO, focused on the gener-
ational shift now occurring.

“And in the not-too-
distant future, not just on
the farm, will be one of the
largest transfers of wealth,”
he said.

Every day in the U.S.,
10,000 people turn 65, and
$38 trillion of wealthis going
to exchange hands between
now and 2035, noted mod-
erator David Kohl, professor
emeritus, agricultural finance
and small business manage-
ment entrepreneurship at
Virgina Tech.

Miller said he’s care-
fully watching the global
economy.

“Ifyoulook atthe margin-
al sales of mostag commodi-
ties, it’san export market, and
that’s going to be something
to keep an eye on,” he said.
“And global unrest is a chal-
lenge in that regard.”

The panelists also zeroed
in on weather impacts on
the ag sector, specifically,
transportation challenges

related to weather, including
low river levels on the Mis-
sissippiand Amazon, as well
as the Panama Canal.

Supply and demand also
are key components, and
what lies ahead for biodiesel
and renewable diesel, and
whether ethanol will qualify
as a green fuel.

“That’s something I'm
looking for down the wind-
shield,” Miller said.

“I think that is, frankly,
positive, it’s a good green
shoot for agriculture,” he
said. “Ifyou look at why soy-
bean prices are where they
are, it’sbecause of renewable
and biodiesel trade policy.”

From a regulator’s per-
spective, LaPierre advised
ag bankers to continue to be
diligent in the way they’re
managing their portfolios.

“It’s easy when corn is
$7 as a lender to say, ‘I can
probably not require that fi-
nancial statement,’or ‘I could
probably let some things go.’
And I would encourage you
notto do that fortwo reasons:
One, that’s not good for your
institution to have those
exceptions. ... It’s also not
good from your borrower’s
perspective. They should
expect you’re always going
to be diligent, disciplined in
the way you’re underwriting
your credit,” LaPierre said.

(This story was distrib-
uted through a cooperative
project between Illinois
Farm Bureau and the Illinois
Press Association. For more

food and farming news, visit

FarmWeekNow.com.)
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The top five wheat yield
entries surpass 140 bushels

By DANIEL GRANT
FarmWeek

How good of a season was it for wheat in
[llinois this year?

Fayette County farmer Danny Rubin sub-
mitted an impressive entry of 144.49 bushels
per acre in the Illinois Wheat Association’s
(IWA) state yield contest, but he didn’t know
if it was good enough to take the top prize.

And, while it was close, with the top five
entries all above 140 bushels, Rubin’s yield
in fact turned out to be the winner of the
2023 contest. The top entries were unveiled
at IWA’s Summer Wheat Forum in Sparta
in late summer.

“Actually, I was surprised. | knew there
was a lot of good wheat around,” Rubin
told FarmWeek after learning he won the
contest.

Rubin, a past IWA president, planted Pi-
oneer 25R76 variety at a seeding rate of 1.7
million per acre to produce the spectacular
crop. It had a test weight of 62.4.

“The dry weather in June was pretty ideal
(forwheat),” he said. “There wasn’t much dis-
ease, and the test weights were really good.”

Second place in the contest went to Triple
P Farms in Effingham County with a yield
of 142.84 bushels using FS Inspire FS603
variety, while Kurt Sudholt, Clinton County,
took third place with ayield of 141.88 bushels
using FS Inspire FS624.

Marvin Beer, St. Clair County (141.6
bushels), and Chris Howell, Monroe Coun-
ty (141.23), who both planted AgriMAXX
varieties, rounded out the top five entries in
the contest, respectively.

“We always try to find ways to improve
and do better,” Rubin said. “The (IWA) yield
contest is good for members to help them
(learn from each other) and on their own
operations to improve and do better.”

IWA received 20 entries for this year’s
wheat yield contest from 10 counties. Adozen
of the harvest forms were returned and all of
them surpassed 101 bushels per acre.

Keys to success for 2024

Looking ahead, Rubin said keys to pro-
ducing a good wheat crop starts with variety

selection and establishing a good seed bed.
He also uses fungicides, and foliar feeds the
crop nutrients throughout the season.

“We try to keep the plants healthy and
growing throughout the season,” he said.
“We do a lot of extra (management) things
and it all adds up to make a big difference.
It’s not any single thing we do (that propels
yields to new heights).”

IWA hosted a panel of industry experts at
the forum who offered tips to wheat growers
for the upcoming season.

Ryan Hasty, western area agronomy
manager for South Central FS, said variety
selection and planting populations are key.

“Things have changed a lot when it comes
to seeding rates,” Hasty said. “We used to be
comfortable with 1.3 million to 1.5 million
(seedsperacre). Inrecent years that’s changed
dramatically.”

The agronomist now recommends farmers
target 1.8 millionto 1.9 million seeds peracre
when shooting for high yields.

The reason for the increase is a focus on
producing as many main stems as possible
in the wheat stand.

“We don’t want to count on tillers for the
final yield,” Hasty said. “We should focus on
the main stem, that’s where most of the yield
is at. That’s where (higher) seeding rates are
working well for us.”

Mark Miller, plant manager of Mennel
Milling in Mount Olive, also recommends
farmers be nimble in their wheat marketing
plans and take advantage of on-farm drying
capacity to harvest the crop a little earlier
than usual when possible.

“Mills will give you, generally speaking,
the best price,” he said. “ButI think we could
see the river (terminals) bidding up wheat the
next few weeks to fill barges.”

Wheat prices have been quite volatile
this summer trading from highs in the mid-
$7 range to below $6 per bushel in Illinois.

(This story was distributed through a
cooperative project between Illinois Farm
Bureau and the Illinois Press Association.
Formorefood and farming news, visit Farm-
WeekNow.com.)

Annual Conservation Cropping Seminar
scheduled for January 31 in Springfield

02262020
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SPRINGFIELD - Atten-
tion Illinois farmers. The
annual Conservation Crop-
ping Seminar will be taking
placeJan. 31,2024, with both
virtual and in-person options.
The event will be held from
9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. with the
in-person attendees meeting
at the Illinois Department of
Ag Building in Springfield.

The in-person event costs
only $25 (lunch included)
and the virtual tickets are
only $15. Soil & water CEUs
will be available.

This event is an excellent
way to learn more on how to

01182023

improve soil health, cover
crops, adopt new technol-
ogies, improve root health,
manage nutrients, and hear
the latest on agronomic
research. There will be a
question & answer session
with an Illinois farmer panel,
as well as helpful resources
to access.

Topics & speakers for this
year include:

e Alternative Farm-
ing Methods — Greg
Thoren-Stockton, I11., farmer

* Next Generation of
Digital Agriculture: Digital
De-commoditization, Smart
Tillage, and Al — Dr. Lars
Dyrud-Earth Optics

» Struggles with Strat-
ification — Marion Calm-
er-Calmer Corn Heads

* Banded Systems Man-
agement — To the Root of
High Yield — Chris Per-
kins-Banded Ag, LLC

* Farmer Panel

This event is organized
and made possible with the
involvement and support
of the Illinois Department
of Agriculture, Illinois
Environmental Protection
Agency, USDA’s Natural
Resources Conservation
Service, Champaign Coun-
ty Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District, Doug Hanson,
Randy McElroy, and local
Soil & Water Conservation
Districts. Look for news-
paper stories, ads, tweets,
Facebook posts, and other
reminders!

Don’t miss this oppor-
tunity to learn from the
experts and network with
other conservation-minded
attendees. Register by Jan.
24 at https://www.ccswed.
com/conservation-crop-
ping-seminars to learn
more and reserve your spot.
In-person spots are limited
so sign-up today.

We're so grateful to be celebrating the
holidays in this winter wonderland we
call home. Thanks for being such great
neighbors, customers and friends.
Thank you for your kindness, generosity
and support in 2023.
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VETTE BECHAY,

2025 Sublette Road
Sublette
MICHAEL VAESSEN
Phone: 815-849-5223

Cell: 815-994-7543
www.sublette-mechanical.com

12212023
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Christmas cheers
The Northbrook Middle School
seventh and eighth grade cheer-
leading team represented the
school and Mendota while per-
forming at the ‘A Mendota
Christmas’ event on Dec. 2. Left
to right, are Mia Barringer, Mia
Arteaga, Lila Bielema, Delilah
Karahalios, Savannah Lenert,
Karlee Organ, Rylee Woods,
Laurali Thompson, Aliya Delao,
Jacqueline Bryson and Livi Per-
ryman. (Photo contributed)

Early Christmas Eve Service at Triumph Church

Y4 "4 The publicis invited to join Pastor Sandy Smith and the
congregation of the Triumph United Methodist Church for

Yl o2

a traditional Christmas Eve candlelight service on
Sunday, December 24 at 3 p.m.

This music filled service is held in the afternoon to benefit those persons that
do not drive after dark or have to travel to be with family later in the evening.
Afree will offering will be taken, and all proceeds will benefit the
Mendota Christian Food Pantry. Everyone is welcome.
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Holy Cross Catholic Church
1010 Jefferson St. e Mendota

And suddenly
there was a
multitude of
the heavenly

hosts with the

angels,
praising God
and saying:

“Glory to God

in the highest

and on earth
peace to those
on whom His
favor rests.”

A Light will shine on us this
day, the Lord is born for us.

2023 Christmas and
Holy Day Mass Schedule

Sunday, December 24 Monday, December 25,

4:00 pm St. Theresa Christmas Day
4:00 pm Holy Cross 8:00 am St. Theresa

5:30pm  Holy Cross 9:00am  Sts. Peter & Paul
12:00 midnight Holy Cross 10:30 am Holy Cross

12:00 pm  Holy Cross - Spanish

Monday, January 1

8:00 am St. Theresa

9:00 am Holy Cross

11:00 am Holy Cross - Spanish

12132023
~

A

I
A

Fr. Peter Pilon, Pastor
Fr. Jeff Windy, Parochial Vicar
Phone (815) 538-6151

Looking for
a Church home
this Christmas?

Come home to

Zion United
Methodist Chureh

808 Jefferson St., Downtown Mendota
815-538-2186

Family Friendly Services
Candlelight Communion

Christmas Eve
Sunday Service at 9 a.m.

Candlelight Service at 3 p.m.
www.zionchurchume.com

us for

Christmas Eve

Candlelight
Worship

Sunday, December 24, 5 PM
In-person or from the
comfort of your home.

www.facebook.com/fpcmendota

First Presbyterian Church

1003 5th Street, Mendota
815-538-5603

mendotafirstpres@gmail.com

Please join

12132023

December 24
Christmas Eve
Services
9am Advent Worship
Services
4:30 PM
Christmas Eve
Worship Services

In Celebration of
Our Saviors’ Birth
¢ New Year

Christmas Eve
Sunday, December 24

7:00 p.m. at Immanuel
9:00 p.m. at First, Lee
Candlelight Service with Holy Communion

Christmas Day
Monday, December 25

10:00 a.m. at Immanuel
Worship with Holy Communion
(no worship at First, Lee)

Immanuel
Lutheran

Church
398 Church Road
Compton, lllinois

815-539-6567

Pastor
Jeff Schlesinger

12132023
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ENTERTAINMENT

| Celebrity Extra |

By Dana Jackson

Q: I was sorry to hear
about the death of Ryan
O’Neal. “Paper Moon” is
one of my all-time favorite
movies. How is his daughter
Tatum doing? -- H.G.

A: Tatum O’Neal wrote
in her 2004 autobiography,
“A Paper Life,” that she and
her father did not speak for
two decades. According to
Entertainment Weekly, they
started to repair their rela-
tionship in the months before
his longtime love, Farrah
Fawcett, died after her cancer
battlein2009. The father and
daughter duo, who starred
in the classic film “Paper
Moon,” reunited on-screen
in 2011 for their own reality
show, “Ryan & Tatum: The
O’Neals.”

Their bond continued to
grow until his passing on
Dec. 8 at the age of 82. In
a statement to People mag-
azine, Tatum stated that her
dad “meant the world to me.
... ’ll miss him forever, and I
feel very lucky that we ended
on such good terms.”

ks

Q: I know most of the
new shows are starting later
this season, but when is my
favorite, “Station 19,” return-
ing? -- K.L.

Strange

But True

By Lucie Winborne

* We should all be so
lucky as to have vision like
that of the mantis shrimp: Not
only do its eyes possess four
times as many color receptors
as a human’s, it can see UV,
visible and polarized light
as well.

* The rise in global tem-
peratures has led to flowers
emitting less scent.

* Lightning hasn’t
brought down an airplane
since 1963, thanks to engi-
neering that allows a bolt’s
electric charge to run through
and out of the aircraft.

* Spinraza, a drug pre-
scribed for spinal muscular
dystrophy, has a list price of
$750,000.

* By 2018, more than
100 people living in the U.S.
owed at least $1 million in
federal student loans.

* A one-euro breakfast
featured at an IKEA store
in the Netherlands proved
so popular that it had to be
canceled afteritattracted too
many customers and even led
to highway traffic jams.

* Kellogg’s All-Bran
cereal is actually 87% bran.

* Heading for the gym
in the new year? Be sure to
take some hand sanitizer! A
report found that a typical
gym’s free weights boast 362
times as much bacteria as a
toilet seat.

* During the Cold War,
President Ronald Reagan and
Soviet Premier Mikhail Gor-
bachev agreed to put aside
their political differences if
Earth was ever invaded by
aliens from outer space.

* Nicaraguan Catholics
who abstain from meat
during Lent include iguanas
and armadillos in their diet.

* In 1978, Equatorial
Guinea’s President Francisco
Macias Nguema, widely con-
sidered one of history’s most
brutal, possibly even insane
dictators, tempted fate by
changinghis country’s nation-
al motto to “There is no other
God than Macias Nguema.”

* More than four tons of
old American paper money
is mulched into compost
every day.

(c) 2023 King Features
Synd., Inc.
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A: “Station 19” is a spin-
off of “Grey’s Anatomy,”
one of the longest-lasting
drama series ever, but un-
fortunately “Station’s” time
is coming to an end, as ABC
recently announced that the
upcoming seventh season
will be its last. The show
boasts six cast members who
have been there since the
beginning -- Jaina Lee Ortiz
(Andy), Jason George (Ben),
Grey Damon (Jack), Barrett
Doss (Vic), Jay Hayden
(Travis) and Danielle Savre
(Maya).

Due to the writers’ and
actors’strikes in Hollywood,
which have fortunately end-
ed, the fall TV season was
pushed to 2024 and will air
much fewer episodes. “Sta-
tion 19” will premiere its
final season on March 14 at
10 p.m. ET., the first of just
10 episodes.

skskesk

Q: What happened to the
show “Big Sky”? A friend
told me it was canceled.
This surprises me. I thought
it was great and was looking
forward to more. -- B.F.

A: “Big Sky” was a very
promising series created
by David E. Kelley. If that
name sounds familiar, it’s
because Kelley has created

and/or produced many highly
successful shows like “L.A.
Law,” “Ally McBeal,” “The
Practice,” “Big Little Lies”
and “The Lincoln Lawyer.”
In between these notable
hits have been some misses
(“Big Shot” for one). “Big
Sky,” however, probably sits
somewhere in the middle. It
lasted only three seasons, but
with its beautiful scenery (set
in Montana) and compelling
storyline, it seemed to have
the makings of a hit.

Itstarred Katheryn Winn-
ick (“Vikings”), Kylie Bun-
bury (“Pitch”) and Dedee
Pfeiffer (“Cybill”). Pfeiffer
is actually the sister of Kel-
ley’s wife, actress Michelle
Pfeiffer. When the show
wasn’t generating its desired
ratings, the name of it was
changedto “Big Sky: Deadly
Trails,” and two stars were
added to the cast -- Reba
McEntire (“The Voice”) and
Jensen Ackles (“Supernatu-
ral”). Alas, it wasn’t enough,
and the series was canceled
back in May.

Send me your questions at
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.
com, or write me at KFWS,
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando,
FL 32803.

(c) 2023 King Features
Synd., Inc.

—— *Trivia Test * ——

1.FOOD & DRINK: What
is ciabatta?

2. TELEVISION: What
is the name of the 1980s cop
drama series starring actor
William Shatner?

3.HISTORY: Inwhichyear
did the Gulf oil spill occur?

4. LITERATURE: Who
wrote the classic holiday
novella “The Cricket on the
Hearth™?

5. INVENTIONS: Who
invented penicillin?

6. GEOGRAPHY: Mona-
co is bordered on three sides
by which European country?

7. U.S. STATES: Which
state’snicknameis “The Land
of Enchantment™?

8. MOVIES: What is the

name ofthe police chiefin the
movie “Jaws”?

9. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: What does the J.D.
stand for in a law degree?

10. MUSIC: Which singer
had a breakout hit with “I
Kissed a Girl”?

Answers

1. An Italian bread.

2. “T.J. Hooker.”

3.2010.

4. Charles Dickens.

5. Alexander Fleming.

6. France.

7. New Mexico.

8. Martin Brody.

9. Juris Doctor.

10. Katy Perry.

(c) 2023 King Features
Synd., Inc.

ACROSS
1 TiVo precur-

_ KingCrossword

sor

4 Wide
9 America's

uncle
12 Consume

13 Heart line

14 La-la lead-in
15 Gym machine

17 And so on
(Abbr.)
18 Nabokov

novel
19 Bowling lanes

21 Packs tightly

24 Go yachting

49

55

58

25 Yale grad
26 Author 54
Umberto
28 Aegean island 57
31 Building
wings 56 Schlep
33 Farm female 57 Air safety org.
35 Steakhouse 58 Philly hoop-
order ster
36 Rice recipe 59 Director Lee
38 PC key
40 Chaney of DOWN

horror films Animal doc
Train unit
Hwy.

43 Bistro furniture Villain

1
41 First lady of 2
3
4
45 Telepathic 5 Woo
6
7
8
9

scat

47 Sushi choice "... — quit!"
48 Hostel World record?
49 Heavy burden Texas city

10 Bohemian 34 Getty of "The

11 Apple com- Golden Girls"
puters 37 Fireplace
16 Small batter- flickerers
ies 39 Salad type
20 Tale teller 42 Suspect's
21 Army trans- excuse
port 44 Crunchy
22 "That's — sandwich
need to 45 Peeve
know" 46 "May It Be"
23 1,000-year singer

spans 50 Bagel topper
27 Have debts 51 Slangy suffix
29 Bassoon's kin 52 Sister

54 Memo letters Sheet metal 30 Taxpayer IDs 53 Silly Putty
55 Deadly virus producer 32 Pretzel topper container
© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.
DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ i/[i’inlbé
€ Moderate 4 @ Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!
© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc
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FIRST STATE BANK

By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Leg-
endary actor and director
Clint Eastwood (93 years
young) is directing his 41st
film, “Juror No. 2,” which
is about a murder trial juror
realizing that he’s at fault
for the victim’s death. It
stars Nicholas Hoult, Toni
Collette, Kiefer Sutherland,
Leslie Bibb and Chris Mes-
sina.

I first met Clint at a CBS
press reveal for his show
“Rawhide” in 1959.1In 1964,
Iraninto himathis New York
hotel, and he was worried that
a Western he’d just made in
Italy would flop here because
he didn’t utter one word of
dialogue. I assured him that
with his good looks, he didn’t
need dialogue, and ““A Fistful
of Dollars” was a smash hit.

In 1968, when Carol
Channing won a Golden
Globe, she entered the press
roomsaying, “Thisis my first
award for my very firstfilm!”
“But Miss Channing,” I said,
“your first film was ‘The First
Traveling Saleslady’ with
Ginger Rogers!” Atfirst, she
asked, “Where is his badge?
Does he belong here?”” Then

Hollywood

she continued, “Well, RKO
went out of business and
couldn’t release it!” “But I
saw it on TV last week,” I

assured her.

“Is he
still here?
Where is
his badge?”
She pro-
claimed.
“Well, ac-
tually, my
leading man in that is the
No. 1 box-office star today

... Clint Eastwood!”
skskok

Dan Levy

Rob Reiner is reviving
his 1984 classic “This Is Spi-
nal Tap,” with Christopher
Guest, Michael McKean,
Harry Shearer and Reiner
himself returning. In 2016,
Shearer sued StudioCanal
and Vivendi for $125 million
due to a breach of contract,
asserting thathe and other co-
stars only received $179 for
the sales of merchandise and
music over three decades.

In 2018, Guest, McKean
andReinerjoined the lawsuit,
increasing it to $400 million
in damages. The two studios
tried to getthe case dismissed,
but a judge ruled that they

could pursue the fraud claim
against Vivendi. In 2019, the
music rights were returned to
Shearer, Guest and McKean,
and in 2020, a settlement was
reached for an undisclosed
amount. With that settled,
no wonder it took until this
year to get the ball rolling on
the sequel.
skksk

Four-time Emmy-win-
ning actor/producer/writer/
director Dan Levy (“Schitt’s
Creek™) co-starred in Dis-
ney’s “Haunted Mansion”
and is now producing/di-
recting/writing/starring in
Netflix’s “Good Grief,” with
Ruth Negga, Himesh Patel
and Luke Evans. It shoots in
London and follows a man
struggling with the deaths of
his husband and mother. He
travels to Paris with his two
best friends for a weekend
getaway.

Levy, at 40, just received
the second-highest honor
in Canada by being named
a Member of the Order of
Canada. From motel grief
in “Schitt’s Creek” to “Good
Grief” ... oh my lord!

(c) 2023 King Features
Synd., Inc.

| Couch Theater |

“Killers of the Flower
Moon” (R)-- Director Martin
Scorsese’s latestrelease (and
26th feature film) is now
availabletorent or purchase,
following its box-office run
of $154.5 million. With an
exemplary cast made up of
Leonardo DiCaprio, Robert
De Niro, Lily Gladstone,
Brendan Fraser and more,
this crime drama unpacks
a series of targeted murders
that occurred in the Osage
Nation during the early 20th
century. After finding oil in
their land, the Osage tribe
gains significant wealth that
unknowingly draws ina pack
ofhuman parasites. Facilitat-
ed by a lack of interest from
the local government, Osage
members begin to die off
seemingly without explana-
tion. The film is based on a
non-fiction book written by
David Grann. (Apple TV+)

“Maestro” (R) -- For the
first time since “A Star Is
Born,” Bradley Cooper had
tojuggle hisacting/directing/
writing hats for this biopic
aboutthe American composer
Leonard Bernstein and his
wife, Felicia Montealegre.
The triple threat donned
a prosthetic nose for his

portrayal of the composer,
opposite Carey Mulligan
(“Promising Young Woman™)
as Felicia. The film follows
Bernstein from 1943, when
he was 25 and working as
an assistant conductor, well
into his old age in 1987 after
years of composing successes
such as “West Side Story.”
Amid his triumphant public
accomplishments, Bernstein
tucks away his hidden attrac-
tion to men, forcing himself
to live a stifling double life.
Directors Steven Spielberg
and Martin Scorsese served
as producers for the film, out
on Dec. 20. (Netflix)
“Asteroid City” (PG-13)
-- Grossing $54 million
worldwide, Wes Anderson’s
latest comedy drama features
an ensemble cast of great
Hollywood names like Scar-
lett Johansson, Tom Hanks,
Margot Robbie, Steve Carell
and more. Ever the witty
and unconventional writer,
Anderson tells two stories
in one, the first being a fic-
tional play called “Asteroid
City,” which sets up how
the film is told and framed.
The second plotline, inter-
spersed between the play’s
scenes, follows the behind-

the-scenes events about the
playwright, Conrad Earp,
and how his creation came
to be. Anderson’s directing
style is right on brand, as
always, with a beautiful
pastel aesthetic and a clever
visual design that feels akin
to watching theatre. Outnow.
(Amazon Prime Video)

“Such Brave Girls” (NR)
-- This comedic British
sitcom centers on a single
mother named Deb and
her two daughters, Josie
and Billie, played by two
real-life sisters. Created by
up-and-coming writer Kat
Sadler, who stars as Josie,
the series is described as a
family sitcom about trau-
ma. Through very punchy
dialogue, it takes an honest
and hilarious approach in
showing the crunchy and
awkward moments between
family members that many
people can relate to. The
show seems similar to an-
other British show, Phoebe
Waller-Bridge’s “Fleabag,”
whichalso touches on family
trauma and finding a place
in the world after a shaky
upbringing. (Hulu)

(c) 2023 King Features
Synd., Inc.

Birthday
Michelle!

Happy ZIst

We [ove you!
Mom, Dad,

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or
Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To
Run In Both

.Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!

on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN

Love, Joey

Put A Little Fun
In Someone’s Life!

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message—or
just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $6°°
per column inch for Reporter
OR Money Saver
$8%° per column inch in BOTH
(See examples)

Call 815-539-9396 for
more information
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101
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE FOR

PUBLICATION
No: 2023-JA-64
TO: Joseph McDonald,
Unknown Fathers, oth-
er interested parties,
and to All Whom It May
Concern:
Take notice that on the
11th day of December,
2023 a petition was
filed under the Juvenile
Court Act of 1987 by
Vicki L. Denny, in the
Circuit Court of LaSal-
le County entitled ‘In
the interest of Michael
Stanley, a minor’, and
that in the Criminal Jus-
tice Center Courtroom
223 at Ottawa on the
17th day of January,
2024, at the hour of
8:30 a.m., or as soon
thereafter as this cause
may be heard, an Adju-
dicatory Hearing will be
held upon the petition to
have the child declared
a ward of the court un-
der that Act. The Court
has authority in this
proceeding to take from
you the custody and
guardianship of the mi-
nor, to terminate your
parental rights and to
appoint a guardian with
power to consent to
adoption. You may lose
all parental rights to
your child. If the peti-
tion requests the termi-
nation of your parental
rights and the appoint-
ment of a guardian with
power to consent to
adoption, you may lose
all parental rights to the
child.
You are entitled to have
an attorney represent
you at all stages of
these proceedings. If
you are financially un-
able to afford a private
attorney, the court will
appoint an attorney for
you.
Unless you appear you
will not be entitled to
further written notices
or publication notices of
the proceedings in this
case, including the filing
of an amended petition
or a motion to terminate
parental rights.
Now, unless you appear
at the hearing and show
cause against the peti-
tion, the allegations of
the petition may stand
admitted as against you
and an order or judge-
ment entered.
Dated December 12,
2023
Greg Vaccaro, Clerk
No. 1202
(Dec. 20, 2023)

NOTICE FOR

PUBLICATION
No: 2023-JA-65
TO: Joseph McDonald,
Unknown Fathers, oth-
er interested parties,
and to All Whom It May
Concern:
Take notice that on the
11th day of December,
2023 a petition was
filed under the Juvenile
Court Act of 1987 by
Vicki L. Denny, in the
Circuit Court of LaSal-
le County entitled ‘In
the interest of Madilynn
Stanley, a minor’, and
that in the Criminal Jus-
tice Center Courtroom
223 at Ottawa on the
17th day of January,
2024, at the hour of
8:30 a.m., or as soon
thereafter as this cause
may be heard, an Adju-
dicatory Hearing will be
held upon the petition to
have the child declared
a ward of the court un-
der that Act. The Court
has authority in this
proceeding to take from
you the custody and
guardianship of the mi-
nor, to terminate your
parental rights and to
appoint a guardian with
power to consent to
adoption. You may lose
all parental rights to
your child. If the peti-
tion requests the termi-
nation of your parental
rights and the appoint-
ment of a guardian with
power to consent to
adoption, you may lose
all parental rights to the
child.
You are entitled to have
an attorney represent

Classified

you at all stages of
these proceedings. If
you are financially un-
able to afford a private
attorney, the court will
appoint an attorney for
you.

Unless you appear you
will not be entitled to
further written notices
or publication notices of
the proceedings in this
case, including the filing
of an amended petition
or a motion to terminate
parental rights.

Now, unless you appear
at the hearing and show
cause against the peti-
tion, the allegations of
the petition may stand
admitted as against you
and an order or judge-
ment entered.

Dated December 12,
2023

Greg Vaccaro, Clerk
No. 1203

(Dec. 20, 2023)

101
LEGAL NOTICE

This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate all  ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate all  ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.”

113
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies that do
business by phone
can’t ask you to pay for
credit before you get it.
For more information,
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from  your
hometown newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

119

ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate all  ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.”

127
SERVICES AND
REPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn
Care and Tree Work.
Mowing, bushes, spring
clean up, weeding
and much more. Call
Jeremy Furman 815-
761-9619. Please leave
a message will return
call ASAP. Fully insured,
in business since 1999.
Servicing Rochelle and
surrounding areas.

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless
licensed or holding a
permit as a childcare
facilityy, ~—may cause
to be published any
advertisement  soliciting
a child care service. A
childcare facility that is
licensed or operating
under a permit issued by
the lllinois Department
of Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed or
issued a permit. Your
Hometown Newspaper
strongly urges any
parent or guardian to
verify the validity of the
license of any facility
before placing a child in
its care.

203
HELP WANTED

81 Year old Man
and his 54 year old
daughter need some
help on a small farm,
live in. 779-251-0161.
Please send resumes
to PO Box 46, Drawer
2, Rochelle, IL 61068.
(MS/OCL 122523)

301
ANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY:
Vintage Metal and Wood
Signs, Milk Bottles &
Local Advertising, Oak
Icebox, Iron Door Stop
and Antique Lighting...
Call Dick Harms at
815-562-2928 or email
dickharms @hotmail.com

ANTIQUES WANTED:
| pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it's antique, I'm
interested in looking! Call
815-562-2928 or email
dickharms @hotmail.com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper
-$3 per Bundle. End
Roll- Cost Depends on
Weight of Roll. Available
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON
ONLY) Rochelle News
Leader.

SPLIT Firewood For
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised herein is
subject to the Federal
Fair Housing  Act,
which makes it illegal
to advertise any
preference, limitation
or discrimination based
on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial

to make any such
preferences, limitation
or discrimination. We
will not knowingly
accept any advertising
for real estate which is
in violation of the law.
All persons are hereby
informed that dwellings
advertised are available
on an equal opportunity
basis.

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad

203

HELP WANTED

Westside Family Dentistry
is looking for a Full-Time
Front Desk Receptionist

to perform a variety of administrative
and clerical tasks. Must have a pleasant
personality, as you will be the first point
of contact for our patients. Multi-tasking
is essential for this position; welcoming
our guests while executing administrative
tasks. Applicant would be responsible for
answering phone, checking patients in and
out, scheduling appointments, working with
insurances and claims. Bilingual is a major
plus. Drop off your resume in person at
709 Plaza Drive in Mendota.

Looking for Class
A CDL FULL-
TIME and PART-
TIME TRUCK
DRIVER to haul
farm commodities.

Call Roger
Jameson at
815-252-8576.

04222020

501 515
APARTMENTS FOR GARAGES FOR
RENT RENT
APARTMENTS
FOR RENT: Mendota
MENDOTA

1 & 2 Bedrooms,
Appliances, A/C.
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

MULTIPLE

Garages for Rent

815-539-3747

511
STORAGE UNITS

ADAM 815-830-4422

MENDOTA STORAGE UNITS
210 N 4099th Rd., Mendota, Il. 61342

Available:

20X20 $195 [ 10X10 $100
Call

10022023

TRACY 815-791-4582

Show
& Se||

Place an Ad:
Money Saver

& Mendota Reporter
815-539-9396

Browse
& Buy

Subscribe:
Money Saver

& Mendota Reporter
815-539-9396

All in the
Classifieds!

status, or national Janko Realty Advantage Property Mgmt
origin, or intention Reserve online at www.apm4rent.com
VEHICLES FOR SALE

2019 Chevy 1500 Crew Gab RST 271 4x4

2019 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab RST Z71 4x4, 50K Miles, Maroon, GM Certified,
1-owner, local trade, leather interior, heated seats, Tonneau cover & more!

2023 Chevy K-1500 Crew Cab LT, Lthr, 4x4, Z71,

Long Box 6 1/2ft, 38K Miles, Red.

Silver................

2021 Chevy 3500 Crew Cab LTZ, 4X4,

Diesel, Z71, 74K Miles, Black

$59,900

2020 Chevy Equinox LT, FWD, 64K Miles,
.............................. $20,900

2019 Chevy K-1500 Crew RST, Z71, 4x4,

50K Miles, Maroon

2021 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab Trailboss Z71,

Custom, 4x4, 36K Miles, Blue

$39,900
Black

2020 GMC Canyon SLT, 4x4 Crew Cab,

Long Box, 60K Miles, Silver............ $32,900

2020 Chevy Equinox

63K Miles, Silver..................

AWD, 2.0 LTR.,
............ $21,900

2019 Chevy Trax, LT AWD, 55K Miles,

$19,500

2019 Chevy Equinox, FWD, LT, Sunroof,
66K Miles, Blue

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2021 Chevy K-1500 Trail Boss 4x4 Z71, Loaded,
Snrf, Lthr, 45K Miles, White, Crew Cab.

2021 Chevy K-1500 Custom 4x4 4cyl Turbo, 90K

Miles

$47,900 Silver.

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 LT, 99K Miles,

$28,900

$29,500 Miles

2018 Chevy Equinox, AWD, Premier White, 110K

$17,900

2020 Chevy K-3500 Crew, LTZ 4x4 Z71,

Diesel, 79K Miles, Maroon

2020 Chevy Equinox AWD LT, Leather, 103K Miles,

Black

$56,900 Maroon

2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab, LT, 4x4, 98K Miles,

$27,900

$19,900 Miles, White

2019 Chevy Blazer Premier AWD, White, Loaded
$26,900 White

2017 Chevy 1500 Double Cab, Custom, 4x4, 97K

$24,900

2017 Chev Equinox, AWD LT, 76K Miles,

$15,900

2018 Chevy K-1500 Crew LTZ 4x4 Z71, White Red

Line Edition

$32,900

2012 GMC K-2500 Crew SLE 4X4, 6.0 Gas, Red

$21,900

VAESSEN
BROTHERS
CHEVROLET, INC,

“Great Deals - Great Service Since 1926

Ally Financing and
GMF Financing or Leasing

HIGHWAY 52

SUBLETTE, IL
www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied.
Subject to credit approval.
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AUTO SALES

Carole Eich

Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet

Nissan - Mercedes-Benz
3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 * Fax: 815-224-4288 « www.jpchevy.com

REMODELING & HOME REPAIR

2 John McKee
? Remodeling
geHmodelFizng ,
ome Repair
W, ' Since 1991

Basements * Ceramic Tile ¢
Flooring * Kitchens * Bathrooms

Call for Free Estimate

630-805-2938

Fully Insured

2112 W. Main St.

Mendota
815-539-8500

AUTO REPAIR

L WM

/

307 Plaza Dr. « 815-538-2412
COMPLETE )
AUTO REPAIR 4l SPER=B¢
SPECIALIZING IN: 2@ iGNEScTRAVSHSSIONS

Auto Transmission &
Computer Diagnostics

MOVERS

Meyers will
move for you!

Q 1 cour

and careful...
Give us a call to move your
household!

HWY 251 S. « MENDOTA
815-539-6263

TRANSPORTATION LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Mendota
55 Area Senior
Services

Programs & Services:

+ Transportation Services

+ Caregiver Support & Services

+ Options Counseling

+ Lending Closet

+ Senior Health Insurance
Program

+ Educational Opportunities
(Computer Lab & Resource
Center)

+ Advocacy

+ Information & Assistance

+ Congregate Meal Site

+ Senior Center

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL

815-539-7700 « mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

AUTO DETAILING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

A1

NORTHERN TLNO

Industrial « Commercial ¢ Residential
For low pitched flat roofs

Featuring Duro-Last®

705 lllinois Ave. * 815-539-5142

License #104005528
www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

@ Detailing

HAND WASH « FULL DETAIL
CERAMIC COATING

1204 6th Ave. Rt. 34 « Mendota, IL

(815) 252-9518 - (815) 539-9575

SINCE 1875

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company!
www.MendotaMutual.com

CARPENTRY

* New Homes
* Remodeling
« Kitchens
 Baths
CARPENTRY B g‘;‘::'ogj
815 539 7867 S
+ Drywal
« Ceramic Tile
(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm * 7 days a week

PLUMBING * HEATING *+ COOLING + ELECTRIC

«PLUMBING-HEATING-COOLING -ELECTRIC- FIREPLACES
+INDOOR AIR QUALITY -WATER CONDITIONING
+DUCT CLEANING & SEALING -DRAIN CLEARING

-LUXURY BATH SOLUTIONS y,“ﬁmua,,%
< HVAC
815-539-3828

VETERAN AND US MILITARY DISCOUNT
Keeping your family safe and comfortable since 1950!

www.TripleServicelnc.com

IL Lic. #055-041123

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
Sr. Vice President,
Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073 .

FIRST STATE BANK

. enber
...... FDIC

706 Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave., Mendota

815.539.3834 -
£ [ ¥]in|

firststatebank.biz

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President
NMLS#477892

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295

Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

2 [(Bfis]

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

¢

FIRST STATE INSURANCE
Mendota ¢ Earlville

815-539-5651

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-9325
Jim Stremlau

Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

Euneba Savi

BANK

D [sic

For all your home
loan needs, see

NMLS #461075

1300 13th Ave. * Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 » www.eurekasavings.com

CABINETS AND STAIRS

Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinetry *
Millwork - Staircases &

Custom Projects

1605 Division St., Mendota
srwoodproducts.com

815-538-7799

Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.
Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

Dave Manion
ASE Master Certified
Technician

815-615-8600

4177 E 050th Road, Mendota, IL 61342

Greg Mathesius

+ Agricultural

Authorized Generac
Dealer and Services

« Commercial GENERAC
* Residential

815-884-9040
Earlville, lllinois

HEATING/COOLING - PLUMBING

FARM SERVICES/PLOWING

Custom Hay Baling,
Mowing, Raking

Hay, Straw,
Snow Plowing

Call or E-mail Matt for Prices
815-739-1994 or
m.schoenholz81@gmail.com
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Merry Christmas from all of Merry Christmas

us at McConville Realty & o

. . Becky, Rita,
Auctioneering Jami and

Lori

Mccomulle

Mendota

(815) 539-6635
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota - 815-539-5673

: E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com

wwwwww J mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
"""""""" Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com T & C t
own ountry
Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker R e a I t
815-910-5673

Marty McConville, Broker

815-200-2233 M C CO nv i I I e Rea I ty www.tcrealtysales.net

Sharon Kimrey, Broker Evening Phone Numbers

815-343-3600 61 2 S_ Mal 1] St_ Mendota Becky McPheeters, Designated Managing Broker
Melody Nanzer, Broker / 708-220-3338
815-228-2842 - - ita Lilj
Peri McConville, Broker 815- 81 5 539 5673 8??55%255
910-5337 Jami Bauer, Broker
815-993-7751
Lori Munson, Broker
815-228-4852
(Biaas]
Helping
people
find homes
since 1983.

1 [/
F|nd 823 E. Hwy. 34, Earlville, IL E
-th $395,000

e Beautiful brick country ranch sits on a 1 acre lot. Fully updated in and out.

New landscaping with new concrete drive, steps, sidewalks and patio. Open
floor plan with a new kitchen with Merillat Cabinets, large island with storage.

° High end appliances. Large farmhouse sink and under cabinet lighting.
I Kitchen opens to living room with white brick wood burning fireplace. 2 full
baths with new tile floors, vanities, toilets and lightning. Attached 2 car

garage is drywalled and painted with insulated garage door with

opener. Basement has interior and exterior entries. New
furnace, hot water heater, well pressure tank,
water softener and circuit breakers.
Mendota Schools. . .
Helping people find homes since 1983.

Contact one of the Realtors PHONE (815) 539-3811

1316 Lakewood Plaza

i Rte. 251 N. - Mendota d Likeus on
featured on thlS page to help Gloria Cogdal, Designated Managing Broker facebook

you find the home of Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101

YOUR DREAMS!

err Cllrls]tmas :
Y :
From, .

Gloria an(l Sa]_]g
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