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Joint training
event held
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their new facility. Page 8
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Facilities sales tax to be on March ballot

Library media center improvements discussed

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Atits
monthly meeting Mon-
day, the Rochelle Town-
ship High School Dis-
trict Board of Education
unanimously approved a
resolution in support of
placing a county facilities
sales tax on the March 19
election ballot.

A law passed in 2007
to allow for a county-wide
sales tax in I1linois to bene-
fitschools for expenses in-
cluding facilities, security,
mental health services and
school resource officers.
The sales tax must pass
ina county by referendum
during an election. That
hasnottaken place in Ogle
County, and the measure
failed on the ballot locally
back in 2013. There are
57 counties in Illinois that
have the county schools
facilities sales tax.

Shared Rochelle School
Districts Superintendent
Jason Harper said that
there has been enough sup-
port from school boards
county wide for the ref-
erendum to be placed on
the ballot. To get onto
the ballot, school boards
representing more than 50
percent of students must
pass support resolutions.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

At its monthly meeting Monday, the Rochelle Township High School District
Board of Education unanimously approved a resolution in support of placing a
county facilities sales tax on the March 19 election ballot.

The referendum would
have to pass on the ballot
county-wide. The sales tax
can be a maximum of one
percent in quarter-percent
increments. The Rochelle
Elementary School Dis-
trict Board of Education
passed a resolution to
support the item being
placed on the ballot at its
Dec. 12 meeting.

The additional sales tax
would apply to items that
are already taxed, with the
exception of vehicles and
unprepared food. Based on

the most recent numbers,
a county facility sales tax
could net RTHS $443,491
per year. Along with fa-
cilities, security, mental
health services and school
resource officers, the mon-
ey can be used to abate
property taxes and make
rates lower for property
owners within the district.

Board members
stressed Monday that the
resolution was only to
give the choice to voters,
and not in support of the
tax itself.

“What we’d like to do
isjust offer the referendum
to the taxpayers to make a
decision,” Board President
Tom Huddleston said. “If
itshould pass, as far as our
district 1s concerned, we
can then consider abating
allthatmoney towards real
estate taxes if the board
wishes or make any other
decision. Any other district
can do that as well. To-
night’s proposal is just to
put it on the referendum.”

See RTHS page 8
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Golf course
agreement
approved

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At
its monthly meeting
Monday evening, the
Flagg-Rochelle Com-
munity Park District
Board of Commissioners
unanimously approved
an amendment to its
intergovernmental agree-
ment with the City of
Rochelle to extend the
entities’ joint ownership
of Fairways Golf Course
through the 2024 season.

The City of Rochelle
city council approved its
end of the agreement at
its Nov. 27 meeting. The
city and park district have
partnered to own and
operate the golf course
for the past seven years.
The previous agreement
expired at the end of the
2023 season.

See PARK page 5

City presents facade grant check to Alfano’s

‘We do business in a community that supports businesses’

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On
Monday, Dec. 11, the City
of Rochelle presented a fa-
cade grantcheck for $5,000
to Alfano’s Pizzeria and
Italian Restaurant.

The program covers half
the cost of any improve-
ments made to business
frontsintownwithalimitof
$5,000. The exterioroftheir
restaurant was upgraded
with paint, a new sign and
light fixtures. The check
was accepted by Owners
Pete Alfano Sr. and Pete
Alfano Jr.

“We do business in a
community that supports
businesses,” Alfano Sr.
said. “From COVID-19 on
down, they’re always there
for businesses to help them
succeed. Notevery commu-
nity can say that. Rochelle
can. The city gave grants to
local businesses that need-
ed it during COVID-19.
Luckily, mybusiness didn’t
need to take advantage of
that. They’re here for this
community. I’ve felt for the
past 30 years that the city is
here for us as businesses.
I remember when I first
reopened my grandfather’s
place, there was a city pro-

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

On Monday, Dec. 11, the City of Rochelle presented a facade grant check for $5,000 to Alfano’s Pizzeria and
Italian Restaurant. The program covers half the cost of any improvements made to business fronts in town

with a limit of $5,000.

gram where it helped with
utilities. That first year in
business was pretty lean.
And that little bit of help
meant a lot to us. There are
things that this community
does for its businesses that
we can be thankful for.”

City Community Devel-
opment Director Michelle
Pease thanked the Alfano
family for giving back tothe
community and said it was
nice to see the restaurant
take part in a city program
that helps businesses.

“Throughout this com-
munity, there is a business
that stands out and always
gives back to the com-
munity,” Pease said. “It is
awesome to see Alfano’s
finally take advantage of a
city programand letus give

something too. They’re
always giving, and it’s
just nice for us to see them
reap the benefits of being
so family and communi-
ty-oriented.”

See GRANT page 2
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GRANT: City presents facade
check to Alfano’s restaurant

From page 1

Mayor John Bearrows
said the community is lucky
to have a restaurant like
Alfano’s, not just for its
customer experience, but
also for providing jobs and
work experience to younger
residents getting into the
workforce.

“Pete has provided jobs
forhighschool kidsandkids
just out of high school that
gave them something to do
and those jobs have taught
them all about the qualities
that they need to survive in
life and how to work with
people,” Bearrows said.
“We’re so thankful to him
for that, because a lot of
young people wouldn’t be

where they’re at today if
theywouldn’thavehad their
start right here at Alfano’s.”

Alfano Jr. said the pre-
vious sign at the restaurant
had started to show signs of
agebefore theimprovement
and called the difference
from then to now “phe-
nomenal.”

“It makes me proud
to see the difference and
how it looks now,” Alfano
Jr. said. “The weather had
the old sign a little beat
up. It’s great to see how it
looks now. We just want to
keep evolving and moving
forward as a business and
work more with the city
and the organizations here
to make Rochelle the best
town it can be.”

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

On Thursday afternoon at the First Presbyterian Church, the Hub City Cruisers car club made a donation of
toys to the Community Action Network for its Shopping Trip program.

Hub City Cruisers make toy donation

for 2023 CAN Shopping Trip

‘It’s always nice to get kids something extra for the holidays’

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On
Thursday afternoon at the
First Presbyterian Church,
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holiday.season!
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the Hub City Cruisers car
club made a donation of
toys to the Community
Action Network for its
Shopping Trip program.

he!
.\M‘

Installation | Maintenance

Free Estimates | 24/7 -
Jorge Mandujano - Licensed & Insureiﬁﬁ'

309-472-4924 | 815-503-9473

&

SUPPORT

The proceeds of the sale of the calendars
benefit our From The Heart recipients:
Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star
Children’s Advocacy
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area
Community Foundation, Hub City
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES
NEED OUR

NOW MORE
THAN EVER!
For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of

365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250
PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

* ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail itout to
you! Shipping and processing fees will he added to cost.

The 2024 From The Heart Cash Galendars
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

$20

2024
Fom Tlee Jeant
Calendar

/ o
z ﬂﬂ/’fli/ ity

* IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2024 From The Heart Cash
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:

In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stiliman Bank, HOPE Chest,
Colonial Flower Shoppe and Huh City Senior Center

In Oregon at: Merlin's
In Dixon at: Shining Star
In Mendota at: The Mendota Reporter/Amboy News office

* BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will mail a
2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you!
Shipping fees are added to cost.

1
YES! Send me my 2024 From The Heart Cash Calendar!
(Please Print)

|

NAME: |

ADDRESS:

| cITy, STATE, ZIP: |
|
|
|

| PHONE:
NUMBER OF CALENDARS:
Clip and mail this form along with $23

I ($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to:
Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

L_____________J

Email: onestophvac0@gmail.com

¢ Rir Conditioning

place Thursday evening
and served 226 kids with
a meal and a Christmas
shopping trip to Walmart.
The donated toys were
also given to children
that attended Thursday
evening.

“When you have those
relationships like we have
with the car club, we can
count on them to help out
every year,” CAN Board
Treasurer Mike Dale said.
“We’re happy to have the
partnership andit’s always
been a good one.”

Tom Byro of the Hub
City Cruisers said his
organization has been

donating to CAN for so
long, that he’s unsure
which year it started.

“Our car club has
helped them out for a
number of years and it’s
always nice to get kids
something extra for the
holidays,” Byro said.
“Every year we do it. It’s
for the children. Our car
show raises money and
we donate it to a lot of
different causes and this
is one of the things we
always support. Not all of
the toys are from the club
as a whole. Our members
buy toys and donate them
for the kids.”

BEST awarded $452,000
in state grant funds

OGLE COUNTY —
The Business Employ-
ment Skills Team (BEST)
recently applied and
was awarded $452,000
of Supplemental State

Funding Allocation to
incorporate four projects
in Northwest Central
[llinois.

See BEST page 5




WEDNESDAY, DEC. 20, 2023

ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER « SECTION 1 « PAGE 3

ASHTON NEWS

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Ashton-Franklin Center Elementary School fourth-graders visit The Meadows

Mrs. Wolf’s fourth grade class at Ashton-Franklin Center Elementary School traveled to The Meadows of Franklin Grove on the morning of Tuesday, Dec. 12 to meet
their pen pals and make Christmas crafts with them. “The kids and the residents had so much fun!” a district Facebook post said.

Lee County Sheriff’s Office launches holiday enforcement

LEE COUNTY —The
holidays are a time for
caring and sharing, which
is why the Lee County
Sheriff’s Office is partner-
ing with the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation to
spread the word about the
dangers ofimpaired driving
with a “Driver Sober or Get
Pulled Over” and “Drive
High. Get a DUL” en-

Diana Alanis, MD

forcement campaign. From
Dec. 15 through Jan. 2, law
enforcement across Illinois
will show zerotolerance for
alcohol-and drug-impaired
driving to keep our roads
safeandhelp ensureahappy
holiday season.
Accordingtothe Nation-
al Highway Traffic Safety
Administration’s Fatality
Analysis Reporting Sys-

Medical Care For Your

Whole Family
e Infants to Adults
¢ Acute Care Visits

¢ Chronic Disease Management

e Wellness Visits

Friday 7:30-4:00, and some Saturdays 8:00-12:00

tem, in the United States
in 2021, a total of 13,384
people werekilled in motor
vehicle crashes involving
an alcohol-impaired driv-
er. On average, more than
10,000 people were killed
in alcohol-related crashes
each year from 2017 to
2021, with one person
killed in a drunk-driving
crash approximately every

Melissa Inman

Nurse Practitioner

Monday 7:30-6:00pm, Tuesday 1:30-7:30, Wednesday 7:30-6:00, Thursday 8:00-7:30,

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct.
Rochelle IL

We Accept Most Insurances
and

Patients Without Insurance

06272021

45 minutes. These fatalities
arepreventable, and drivers
mustrememberthatdriving
impaired — by alcohol,
cannabis, or any other
substance, whether legal or
not—is potentially deadly
and illegal behavior.

The Lee County Sher-
iff’s Office recommends
these safe alternatives to
drinking and driving:

NORTHERN ILLINOIS CARRY

Designate a sober driver
or plan to use public trans-
portation or a ride-sharing
service.

If available, use your
community’s sober ride
program or call a taxi.

If you see an impaired
driverontheroad, pull over
and contact our office.

Have a friend who is
about to drive impaired?

Take their keys and make
arrangements to get them
home safely. They’ll thank
you later.

Rememberto buckleup!

The holiday enforce-
ment campaign is admin-
istered by IDOT with fed-
eral highway safety funds
managed by the National
Highway Traffic Safety
Administration.

CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

Introduction to handguns (min. 5 students required) 8am-12pm

IL Concealed Carry Permit Renewal 9a-12pm

Jan. 20 & 21 ..Concealed Carry/Home Defense Course 8am-4pm Both Days
IL Concealed Carry Permit Renewal 9a-12pm

Feb. 24 & 25..Concealed Carry/Home Defense Course 8am-4pm Both Days

Private Concealed Carry/Home Defense classes can be arranged
but a minimum of 5 students is required.
We are offering “Countering The Mass Shooter Threat” classes which are designed for every

House of Worship, School, Business and Family. Please contact us for futher information and/
or scheduling dates. These classes can be taught at any location.

Please call or email for further information.
See website for detailed description of all classes

CALL TO REGISTER & FOR COURSE INFORMATION
(815) 501-9421 | NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY.COM
NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY@GMAIL.COM

DENNY LEIFHEIT

12202023

Mills and Petrie
Memorial Building

Call 815-973-8762 for building

rental information
Basketball, volleyball and pickle ball courts
Great for birthday parties, bridal showers,

family reunions etc.

Bar/Restaurant

Ralphie and Lulu’s

812 Main St., Ashton
815-453-2103

Community Building

Mills and Petrie Memorial

Building
Hourly, daily rentals for
your event
815-973-8397

Funeral Home
Beverage Lyons Funeral
Home
601 Richardson Ave.,
Ashton, 815-453-2441
beveragefamilyfh.com

Bradford Victor-Adams

120 W. South St., Franklin

P
HARDWARE STORE

Insurance

Mutual Insurance
Company

Grove

815-456-2334

Public Librar

Mills and Petrie Memorial

Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

RALPHIE

&
L'

Inc.
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OBITUARIES

Robert C. Macklin

STEWARD — Robert
C. Macklin, age 94, of
Steward, ILand Scottsdale,
AZ,passed away at the Se-
renity Hospice and Home
on Sunday, December 17,
2023.

He was born on Febru-
ary 11, 1929 in DeKalb,
IL, the son of Jesse J. and
Mary (Bentley) Macklin.
Heservedinthe U.S. Army.
Bobmarried Patricia Woulf
on April 12, 1953 in Stew-
ard, IL. He started Macklin
Bros. in 1953 with his
brother. The company later
became Macklin Incorpo-
rated, which Bob enjoyed
running with his daughter.
He retired as the CEO at
the age of 90.

Boblovedspendingtime
with his family and enjoyed
many years of beingapilot.
He had the opportunity to
fly his own aircraft, fly air

rallies with his daughter,
and fly a fighter jet in Rus-
sia. A highlight of his life
was his trip to the North
Pole where he literally
“walkedaround the world”.
Bobserved onthe Rochelle
Airport Advisory Board,
and also as the Mayor of
Steward. He wasamember
of the Tebala Shriners and
was a 32nd degree Mason.
He was preceded in death
by his parents, and brother,
Dale Macklin.

Survived by his wife of
70years, Patricia; daughter,
Maryann Macklin; grand-
daughter, Eleanor Macklin,
the light of his life; special
friends, Sue, Jay, Haley
(Anthony) and Kendall
(Nicki) Schaub; sister-in-
law, Wanda Macklin; and
2 nephews, Jim and Greg
Macklin.

Visitation will be from

4 - 7 pm on Thursday, De-
cember 21,2023 at the Un-
ger Horner Funeral Home,
400 N 6th St., Rochelle.
Funeral will be at 10 am on
Friday, December22,2023
atthe Unger Horner Funeral
Home with the Rev. Il Han
You officiating. Burial
will follow at the Steward
Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial may be madeto: Se-
renity Hospice and Home
or the Steward United
Methodist Church. Guest
book at www.UngerHorn-
er.com

Gregory Allen Leather

ROCKFORD—Greg-
ory Allen Leather Age
65 passed away Friday,
December 8th, in hishome
in Rockford IL. Greg was
born on April 19th, 1958
in Rochelle Illinois to
Louise (Leathers) Ginn
and Denver Thompson.
He was raised by both
his mother and stepfather
George Ginn Sr.

A proud veteran, Greg-
ory served in the Navy be-
fore transitioning to the Air
Force Reserves as a small
arms instructor. Through
his military commitment,
he had the chance to travel
tomany places and gain in-
valuable experiences. His

time in the military took
him to various parts of the
world, where he undoubt-
edlymade animpacton the
lives of those around him.

Greg is survived by his
two daughters: Victoria
Billerbeck and Bonnie
Sue Leathers who reside
in ClearWater Florida.
His sisters Beth (Steve)
Stricker of Lady Lake
Florida, and Rose (Doug)
Ball of Rochelle Illinois.
Hisbrother George GinnJr.
of Davis Junction Illinois.
His partner and soulmate
Kelly Peters, her daughter
Tayrinn son Randy, and
two grandchildren.

He was preceded in

ROCHELLE POLICE DEPARTMENT

ROCHELLE — On
Dec. 12 at 11:05 a.m.
Danielle M. Carmichael,
47, of Rochelle was cited
for speeding 61 miles per
hourina40 miles per hour
zone. She signed apromise
to comply and was given
a Jan. 19 Rochelle court
date.

On Dec. 13 at 9:41
p.m. Jamie Diaz-Ruiz,
29, of Byron was cited
for speeding 65 miles per
hourina40miles per hour
zone. He signed a promise

to comply and was given
a Jan. 19 Rochelle court
date.

On Dec. 13 at 11:13
p-m. Magnolia C. Orona,
20, of Rochelle was ar-
rested forno valid driver’s
license. She was released
on a notice to appear with
a Jan. 19 Rochelle court
date.

On Dec. 14 at 10:39
p-m. Christopher P. Hart-
man, 44, of Villa Park was
cited for speeding 90 miles
per hour in a 70 miles per

death by Louise (Leathers)
Ginn (Mother), George
Ginn Sr. (Step-Father),
and Denver Thompson
(Father)

“Alimb has fallen from
the family tree that says
grieve not forme. Remem-
ber the BEST TIMES, the
laughter, the song, the good
life, 1 lived while 1 was
STRONG.”

hour zone. He signed a
promise to comply and
was given a Jan. 19 Ro-
chelle court date.

OnDec. 14 at9:08 a.m.
Antonio Martinez, 49, of
Lee was cited for no insur-
ance. HE signed a promise
to comply and was given
a Jan. 19 Rochelle court
date.

On Dec. 15 at 2:11
a.m. Robert French, 48,
of Rochelle was arrested
for domestic battery and
transferred.

Peter J. Howe

DIXON — Peter J.
Howe age 61 of Dixon
passed away on Wednes-
day Dec. 13,2023 at KSB
Hospital in Dixon. He was
born on July 30, 1962
in Aurora, IL the son of
George and Julie (Horton)
Howe.

Peter worked as arefrig-
eration engineer for many
years. He was a minister
for Full Gospel Churches
International in Rochelle,
and a member of Zions
Well in Dixon. Peter mar-
ried Cathy Blanton on May
28 1983 at the Open Bible
Church in Paw Paw, IL.

He is preceded in death
by his father George,
brothers Clyde Howe,
Daniel Howe, George
Howe Jr, and mother in
law Marilyn Blanton.
Peter is survived by his
wife Cathy, mother Julie
Howe, father in law James
Blanton, daughter Angela
(Josh) Wade, Matthew
(Patrica) Hood, Heather
(Jason) Harris, two grand-
children Joshua (Jordan)
Wade, Mariah Wade, and
brothers Joseph Howe,
Kevin (Lori) Miller, Steve
Blanton and sister Patty
Blanton.

Cremation rites have
been accorded. Services
will be on Dec 30th at 1pm
at Full Gospel Fellowship
11622 East Flagg Rd Ro-
chelle IL. Arrangements
bytheJones Funeral Home
in Dixon. Condolences can
be left at www.thejonesth.
com.

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

OREGON — On Dec.
12 at approximately 9:33
a.m. deputies conducted a
traffic stop at Illinois Route
2 and Cultra Road. After a
briefinvestigation, Refugio
Hernandez-Molina, 34, of
Rockford, was arrested for
no valid driver’s license.
Hernandez was addition-
ally cited for registration
violationsandnoinsurance.
Hernandez was released on
anotice to appear.

On Dec. 12 at 3:57 p.m.
deputies conducted atraffic
stop at Powers Road and
[llinois Route 251. After a
briefinvestigation, deputies
arrested Rafael Mancinas
Jr.,24, of Rochelle, for driv-
ing while license revoked.
Mancinas was transported
tothe Ogle County Jail, pro-
cessed, and released with a
notice to appear. Mancinas
was alsoissued citations for
loud muffler and expired
registration.

On Dec. 12 at approxi-
mately 9:36 p.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop in
the 7,000 block of North
Stillman Road. After an
investigation, Philip R. Fu-
trell, 28, of Stillman Valley,
was placed under arrest for
driving while license sus-
pended. Futrell wasalsocit-
ed for speeding, operating
anuninsured motor vehicle,
and operatinga vehicle with
expired registration. Futrell
wasreleased fromthe scene
on a notice to appear.

On Dec. 13 at approxi-
mately 9:48 a.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop

WHO IS
UNITY HOSPICE?

e Care provided by the entire hospice e On-call nurse available 24/7.

team: physician, nurse, social worker, o yolunteers providing special attention
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, and stimulation.

dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers. « Assistance with advance directives
o Care is individualized and based on and community support.

the patient’s and family’s goals of . .
comfort and quality of life. ¢ (:?:Ifl:; Education to those we

 Supplies, equipment and medications.
 Service where the patient resides.

 Specialize in pain & symptom
management.

 Spiritual enrichment and bereavement
counseling.

 Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/
Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet,
etc.

e Ability to provide education to
caregivers and family members.

H Unity

Hospice and
0 @unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

Palliative Care

07012020

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MiX injections
Introductory price $25

Call for an Appointment!

This lipotropic combination of B12 and
methionine, an essential amino acid and
other B vitamins can promote:

Increase Fat metabolism
Boost Energy Level
Reduce appetite

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm

Some Saturday appointments available

815-227-9594

1212 Currency Ct.
Rochelle IL

We Accept Most
Insurances and

Patients Without
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at the intersection of 4th
Street and Adams Street in
Oregon. After investiga-
tion, deputies placed Sean
Callaway, 28, of Dixon,
under arrest for driving
while license suspended
and an active contempt of
court Lee County warrant.
Callaway was additionally
issued citations for expired
registration, operating an
uninsured vehicle, and
operating a vehicle with
a suspended registration.
Callawaywas transported to
the Ogle County Jail where
he was released on a notice
toappear onall ofthe traffic
violations and held on the
Lee County warrant.

On Dec. 14 at approxi-
mately 3:40 a.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop at
Illinois Route 251 and Oak
Avenue in Hillcrest. Af-
ter investigation, deputies
placed Rueben Burgess,
33, of Rochelle under arrest
for driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol. Burgess
was also issued a citation
for speeding. Burgess was
transported to the Ogle
County Jail, where he was
later released on a notice to
appear and given a future
court date.

On Dec. 14 at approxi-
mately 11:17 a.m. deputies
responded to the 6,300
block of North Illinois
Route 251 for the report of
an accident with injuries
involvingasemi-truckanda
passenger car. Afterinvesti-
gation, deputies determined
that a maroon Chevrolet
Equinox, being driven by
87-year-old Sally Knutson
of Davis Junction, was trav-
elingsouthbound onllinois
Route 251 before striking
an International semi-truck.
Thedriverofthe semi-truck,
AngeloJ.Mora-Vega,32,of
Belvidere, was attempting
to reverse into a driveway
for a delivery before Knut-
son struck the passenger
side ofthe cab. Knutsonsus-
tained non-life threatening
injuries, and was transport-
ed to Swedish American

BUSINESS

Hospital. Deputies were
assisted by the New Milford
Fire Protection District and
Blackhawk Fire Protection
District. The accident re-
mains under investigation.

On Dec. 14 at 10:05
p-m. deputies conducted a
trafficstop atFair Streetand
NorthIllinois Route 2 inthe
townof Oregon. Asaresult,
William W. Clark 1II, 44, of
Mt. Morris was arrested for
possession of methamphet-
amine, possession of drug
paraphernalia, resisting/
obstructing a peace officer
resulting in injury, and no
valid driver’s license. Clark
was additionally issued
citations for expired reg-
istration and operating an
uninsured motor vehicle.
Clark was transported tothe
Ogle County Jail and issued
a notice to appear with a
future court date. Addition-
ally, Clark was detained on
an Illinois Department of
Corrections Warrant.

On Dec. 15 at approxi-
mately 7:35 p.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop in
the 8,000 block of North
[llinois Route 251. After
an investigation, Armando
Del Carmen, 32, of Beloit,
was placed under arrest
for driving while license
suspended. Del Carmen
was also cited for speeding,
operating an uninsured
motor vehicle, and a child
restraint violation. Del
Carmen was released on a
notice to appear.

On Dec. 16 at approxi-
mately 2:51 a.m. Deputies
conducted a traffic stop in
the 16,000 block of East
[llinois Route 64. After
an investigation, Omar M
Alam, 28, of Bolingbrook,
was placed under arrest for
driving under the influence
of alcohol. Alam was also
cited for speeding, disre-
garding an official traffic
control device, and illegal
transportation of alcohol
asadriver. Alam was trans-
ported to the Ogle County
Jail, where he was later re-
leased on anotice to appear.

SPOTLIGHT

Support Communitq O Sjnop Loca|

To Ee imc‘urJeA, contact Cj’mc ACH(AHJ at 8W 55@ QW55
or Andrew Heiserman at 815.561.2125

ANDERSON

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners,
Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters,

Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle

Lic# 055-013999

(815) 562-8784
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PARK: Ohlinger updates board on ongoing Helms Park changes

From page 1

During the next year,
a survey will be done to
establish a capital im-
provement plan for the
course before amulti-year
agreement will be looked
at in fall 2024.

Rounds at Fairways
Golf Course have in-
creased in recent years
and rounds were over
15,000 in 2023, the high-
est number ever.

During the early years
of the joint ownership
agreement, the city and
park district each contrib-
uted $75,000 to the golf
fund to cover any deficit.
In 2022, the entities each
decreased contributions
to $60,000 due to the im-
proved financial position
ofthe course. In2023, the
deficit was decreased to
approximately $40,000
with the remainder of
the two contributions
being utilized for capital
projects.

Bonds

Theboard held apublic
hearing for and unani-
mously approved the sale
of $785,000 in general
obligation park bonds
for expenses in the next
year. Board President
Tim Hayden said the
yearly bond sale has been
lowered from the amounts
seen inrecent years due to
current projects and The
REC Center bringing in
income.

Helms Park

Park District Execu-

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Park District Executive Director Jackee Ohlinger provided an update on ongoing changes at Helms Park as the district looks to revamp it
to more of a park district-use. Maintenance crews are currently working on electrical work at Helms Stadium and installing a garage door,
following the completion of the roof on the concession stand.

tive Director Jackee Oh-
linger provided an update
on ongoing changes at
Helms Park as the district
looks to revamp it to more
of a park district-use.
Maintenance crews are
currently working on
electrical work at Helms
Stadium and installing a
garage door, following
the completion of the roof
on the concession stand.
The track around the foot-
ball field will be removed
this winter, she said.

The park district’s cap-
ital committee recently
met and talked about
larger changes to Helms
Park. Public meetings
have been held recently
on the project to solicit
feedback. The concept
plan for the site includes
the football, baseball and
softball fields remaining
with continued enhance-
ments, a fitness area on
the southern corner of
the property near The
REC Center, amulti-sport

court with a rubber sur-
face for soccer, volleyball
and basketball, a univer-
sal play space, a skate
park on the northeast
corner of the property,
tennis courts and pickle-
ball courts, a pavilion and
restrooms, new parking,
batting cages, a walking
path and green space. The
plans are notyet finalized.

The REC
Ohlingersaid The REC
Center recently marked

its third anniversary since
it was completed. Stu-
dent/senior numbers for
Decemberare at 334, after
being at 315 last Decem-
ber. Fieldhouse member-
ships stand at 192 cur-
rently, 41 more than last
December. Fitness-only
members currently stand
at 355, whichis 107 more
than last December.

New hire
Ohlinger introduced
the park district’s new su-

perintendent of recreation
during the meeting, Jason
Schlieben.

Heisalongtime North-
ern Illinois resident and
has worked for different
park districts around the
area, holding the super-
intendent of recreation
position at some of those
agencies as well.

He most recently
worked at Kishwaukee
Health & Wellness on
the Kishwaukee Hospital
campus.

U of I Extension agronomy summit slated for Jan. 31

FREEPORT — Pro-
ducers faced another
challenging crop grow-
ing season this year with
dry weather and added
weed pressure.

“The short yet intense
periods of drought this
year, although mitigated
by timely rainfall, made
for an interesting grow-
ing season,” Kathryn
Seebruck, U of I Exten-
sion crops educator, said
“It taught us a lot about

the importance of setting
the crop up for success
in defense against these
types of adverse condi-
tions.”

To address these grow-
ing season challenges
and more, the University
of Illinois Extension is
pleased to announce the
annual Northwest I1linois
Agronomy Summit that
will be held at High-
land Community College
Conference Center in

Freeport on Wednesday,
Jan. 31, 2024, with the
program running from 10
a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

The theme for this
year’s conference is Up-
dates in Nutrient, Weed,
and Soil Health Manage-
ment, with University of
Illinois and University
of Wisconsin-Madison
specialists discussing
strategies for weed, nu-
trient management, and
plans to build soil health.

Topics for the day in-
clude Practical Nitrogen
Management for Corn,
presented by Giovani
Preza Fontes, field crops
agronomist, U of I Ex-
tension. Connor Sible,
a postdoctoral research
associate with the Crop
Physiology Department
at the University of
[llinois, will present
Understanding Biolog-
icals for Row Crops.
Navigating the Inevita-

bility of Herbicide Re-
sistance will be delivered
by Kathryn Seebruck,
crops educator, U of I
Extension. Dan Smith,
southwest regional spe-
cialist, Nutrient and Pest
Management Program,
University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison, will discuss
Building Soil Health
in Northern Climates.
Highland Community
College Agriculture In-
structor Justin Ebert will

be on hand to talk about
the Highland Community
College research plots
and the results from this
past growing season.
To register or for
more information about
the Northwest Illinois
Agronomy Summit, visit
us online at go.illinois.
edu/jsw or call U of I
Extension at (815) 986-
4357. Registration is
required to attend. Reg-
istration cost is $25.

BEST: State grant funding awarded to local organization

From page 2

These funds will be uti-
lized to place computers
and job search resources
in area shelters and so-
cial service agencies for
those that cannot travel
to the workforce center
or other BEST facility. In

addition, funds will spon-
sor a spring youth career
exploration event, Work
in the Real World, where
youth will learn about
occupations and related
training across industry
sectors from participat-
ing companies. Plans
are also in the works to

wils

Humane Society

PET OF

THE WEEK

815.758.2457

www.tailshumanesociety.org

C/Honapoly

I'm applying to be your new companion, especially if you'd like a nice cat who

won't pester you for attention, but will simply be content being nearby. My name

is Monopoly and I'm around 2 years old. | was found as a stray and had kittens

ina barn! | was a good mother to them just as | will be a good friend to you. It

may take me a short time to feel comfortable and safe, but when I do I'll be a

very sweet, loving, and calm pet. | hope you'll consider adopting me!

host a rural professional
development conference
that will be centered on
workforce professionals,
educators and business
that have common needs
to help assist today and
tomorrow’s workforce.
Finally, $200,000 of
the award will be utilized

ROCHELLE

to provide paid work
experience to area resi-
dents that may not meet
workforce development
eligibility requirements.
These opportunities will
be for both youth and
adults and will give them
up to 10 weeks paid work
experience. The intent of

VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Compassionate, quality care
for your companion.

Dr. Nicole Marquardt

Dr. Lynn Deets

Dr. Melissa Corson

I
2t
+ Experienced Groomer
+ Boarding and Daycare
« Surgical Laser

® * X-ray
Lobby Hours:
® Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon
@

to advertise on the Pet of the Week Page!

+ Gas Anesthetic

+ On-site Laboratory
* Geriatric Care

* Dentistry

(815) 562-5207

the work experience is to
provide an opportunity
that leads to permanent
paid employment. For
more information on how
to participate in the work
experience opportunity,
residents and companies
can text or call 815-780-
0871 or email info@

best-inc.org.

BEST is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer/Pro-
gram. Eligibility based
on federal guidelines.
Auxiliary aids and ser-
vices are available upon
request to persons with
disabilities. BEST, Inc. is
an affiliate of NCI Works!

g rooming

Trust with a Groomer is
|mportant our Groomer has
over 10 years experience &

Please call for appointments

da ch3|es to DANES

Boarding And Grooming

815-453-2843
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle ] 1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

expertise.

Call:

Andrew Heiserman 815-561-2123
Christel Ackland 815-561-2153

Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

or
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GUEST COLUMN

Union workers make the holiday happen

ITH every
holiday par-
ty we attend,

every last-minute package
we receive, every holiday
momentmadealittlemore
special with our friends
and family — chances are,
we have union workers to
thank for helping make it
happen.

In Chicago, Unite Here
Local 1 bartenders go
home in the early-morning
hours when our fun has
long ended. SEIU janitors
spend late-night hours
cleaning up the office
after we have celebrated
heartily.

SEIU doormen staff
our residential and office
buildings, and Operating
Engineers 399 members
maintain them to keep
everyone safe. There are
no days off or holidays for

them. And safety is always
aconcern, as evidenced by
a troubling uptick in as-
saults and robberies.
When we need to grab
that last-minute food
tray or drinks for our
latest gathering, dedi-
cated people like

trying to put a smile on
someone’s face. “We live
in an age where people
are glued to their screens
and smart devices,” she
says. “Human interaction
is becoming an anomaly,
and I enjoy helping people
remember the joy

Kim Stewart of
the United Food
and Commercial
Workers are work-
ing at Jewel-Osco
in Melrose Park.

ofinteracting with
one another and
building relation-
ships.”

She considers
herselflucky to be

Forthe Thanks-
giving rush, Kim
began her days at
5a.m.tocommute
to the store nearly an hour
away. The computer sys-
tem crashed, but she and
her team didn’t panic as
callsand customersrushed
in. She spent her day ful-
filling orders, answering
customer questions, and

Considert

EAR Mr. Presi-
dent: President
Washington, it

will be Christmas in just
one short week from now
in the year 2023. We are
just shy of the 248" year
of our “Declaration of In-
dependence.” Atthistime
in your life, you are fight-
ing gallantly and will be
successful in your efforts
to gain the freedom of the
American people. In fact,
my ancestors foughtalong
with you for this freedom,
also fought gallantly, and
some died for their efforts.

With our beloved con-
stitution in hand, you
were somewhat reluc-
tant to run for our first
president. I can’t blame
you. The revolution took
some heavy tolls on the
people who fought, and
you were ready to put that
behind you and let others
carry on.

But they, somehow,
talked you into running
and you became our first
president for two terms
and again, did your best
to help your people build
a beautiful and lasting
country, ademocracy with
liberty and justice for all.

So, it is with a very
heavy heart I tell you that

we may not have been
up to the task. We may
be failing you during the
next 11 months. We may
be allowing our most
precious democracy, our
liberties and justice to
evaporate. Without get-
ting into much detail about
our dilemma, I will say
that we have allowed our
county to be divided. Not
divided amongst ideals
which will always be a
part of the administration
of a nation, but divided
by hate, and dare I say it,
spiritual beliefs.

I know, I know, separa-
tion of church and state. |
guess in all the years that
have passed, even though
it is mentioned on a peri-
odic basis, we are more
than willing to ignore this
today. So, we have but a
short year to determine
who we are, what we are
willing to do, and what we
are willing to give up, if
anything. Ahead of this |
humbly ask your forgive-
ness if we fail in this task
of keeping the “greatest
experiment” alive.

President Lincoln,
we are working through
our 247" year since our
“Declaration of Indepen-
dence.” 1 may have to

able to spend the
holidays with her
family, and thanks
her union for step-
ping up when she was
terminated for taking an
extended maternity leave.
She was later reinstated.
Just about everywhere
we turn this time of year,
we can see the positive
impact of union workers

im
Drea

like Kim Stewart. Live
entertainment workers
and performers are putting
on our holiday favorites
like “The Nutcracker.”
Firefighters, paramedics,
EMTs and other paramed-
ics are on the streets keep-
ing our homes and

able beds — even when
stress is high and they are
busier than usual.
Delivery drivers and
postal workers deserve an
extra special mention be-
cause of the determination
they show to get our gifts
to our loved ones,

families safe. The
union protects
them so they can
protect us.
Aviation work-
ers such as flight

no matter how
close we cut it to
the special days.

Brighter, bet-
ter holidays and
special moments

attendants and
mechanics keep
our flights running
safely and get us
where we need to be. Tran-
sitworkers keep trains and
buses running at all hours.
Grocery, retail, hotel and
restaurant workers keep
the shelves stocked, our
plates full, and make sure
our heads have comfort-

Is: Letters

apologize to you soon for
our lack of ability to keep
this great union together.
We may end up, in a little
less than a year, not being
able to keep our democra-
cy alive. Our liberty and
justice hanginthebalance
right now. We are divided
in a much different way
than the country was when
you were president. The
surprising thing about
this is that our

Would it be unwise to
ask you for your help?
To ask you where your
strength came from? To
ask how you did it? Would
it be unwise to ask if you
could give us some direc-
tionin changingthe course
of our country in these
times? We have voted into
office so many people that
shouldn’t really be there.
That even though they

talked about what

division is not as
laborious as the
division then, but
the stakes may be
much higher.

You held your

they would do for
us, we couldn’t
fathom how they
would govern. But
yes, I’'m sorry to
say, we could have

ground, when

it was required,
though it cost

dearly to do so.

Some lives of our ances-
tors, both yours and mine,
were lost to the conflict,
but with a will and deter-
mination to save our union
we fought on. And since
we knew we were more
formidable as a single na-
tion, we won the day. Yet,
though you went through
so many heartaches and
tribulations to keep our
union together, it cost you
your life. It would be such
a waste if we were to lose
that now.

known this had
we tried to look in
the right places.
Or really listened
to what they were saying
to us. So, I ask your for-
giveness in case we are
delinquent in our efforts.
Whenyou leftus that night
of April 14/15, 1 am pray-
ing it was not lost upon us
to respond appropriately
to it, though it’s been so
many years hence.
President Roosevelt,
you were able to get us
beyond the Great Depres-
sion. To get us through
World War II and be vic-
tors thereof. With your

Reed
Harris

pat are possible be-

Devaney Cause union repre-

sentation makes it

happen. Collective
bargaining agreements,
state law and even the Illi-
nois Constitution provide
workers’ rights to earn a
good living wage, receive
overtime and holiday pay
and paid leave, especially
timely as we get ready for

0 the

health so frail, you were
still able to make it just
short of four terms in the
White House. Famine and
war were formidable, so it
appeared that health was
just a hindrance. I doubt
this but you made it look
so straightforward. It
was just something you
needed to do and kept it
“full steam ahead.”

We have done that
now for about 247 years
since the Declaration of
Independence. We have
done our best, have made
mistakes, have overcome
adversaries, have guided
the rest of the world at
times, and have made it
till now. Yet, it is at this
point in our history that
I must apologize to you.
During the next year, up
to our next presidential
election, we may not have
the stamina you represent-
ed during your lifetime.
We may not be able to
overcome some of the
pressures we are seeing
today to overpower our
democracy and remove
it from our hands.

We may lose the liberty
and justice we have cher-
ished for so long. There
are people that are trying
to slip ablindfold of false-

thenew Paid Leave for All
law to take effecton Jan. 1.
Unions help workers fight
back at unfair working
conditions and untimely
closures — and to stand up
forthe right to better serve
all of us.

As we enjoy each oth-
er’s fellowship and say
thanks for all that we have,
please take a minute to
think about all our union
siblings who are selfless-
ly working extra hard
during these holidays to
make it more special for
us. A quick thank you to
these union workers goes
a long way to show them
we recognize the extra
magic they help provide
each holiday season.

Tim Drea is president
and Pat Devaney is sec-
retary-treasurer of 1llinois
AFL-CIO in Springfield.

past

nessoveroureyes, like the
blindfold that was slipped
over Lady Liberty’s eyes.
To blind us to what they
are trying to accomplish.
They feed us falsehoods,
untruths, and, yes, hate to
blind us to what is going
on in the backdrop of our
lives. They believe us to
be sheep to be guided to
the slaughtering of our
knowledge. They believe
that as they remove one
small liberty at a time,
we won’t see that our
total liberty is threatened.
They are focusing these
removals on the females
amongst us hoping that
the males will not be con-
cerned. President Roos-
evelt, will you forgive us
if we let our democracy,
our liberty and justice slip
away?

But I must have faith
in our nation and its
resourceful citizens to
do what’s right for our
country. To wash off the
choices that have been
muddied in recent years
and make their country
proud. After the civil
war, we slowly became
the true ‘United States’
of America. Can we get
together, once again, to
keep it that way?

How to contact
government
officials

USS. Con. Darin
LaHood

1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C.
20515

(202) 225-6201

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

Have a letter you want
to submit to us? Send
it to (news@rochelle-

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Rochelle City Council

* Denotes Chairman/President

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Hillcrest Village Board

news-leader.com

*John Bearrows jbearrows@rochelleil.us *Richard Rhoads
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org Pam Pittman

Bil Hayes bhayes@rochelleil.us John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org Dan Potter
Rosaelia Arteaga rarteaga@rochelleil.us Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org Tim Ball

Dan McDermott dmcdermott@rochelleil.us *Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org Jose Huerta

Tom McDermott tmedermott@rochelleil.us Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org Eileen Braski

Benjamin Valdivieso bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board

*Trisha Vaughn tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White swhite@d23 1.rochelle.net

Javier Zepeda
Jennifer Thompson

jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org

Jeff Tilton jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger brent.ohlinger@rthsd212.org

Laurie Pillen
Joel Thompson

laurie.pillen@rthsd212.org
joel.thompson@rthsd212.org

Joe Lenkaitis
Kristi Gonzales

jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
kgonzales@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3

Austin Gillis
Dan Miller
Joseph Simms

agillis@oglecounty.org
dmiller@oglecounty.org
jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4

Jackie Ramsey
Skip Kenney
David Williams

jramsey(@oglecounty.org
skenney(@oglecounty.org
dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board

*Tom Byro
Greg Hopkins
Steve Katzman
Mike Kerns
Curt Ward
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

tommyb_47@yahoo.com
ghopkins522@comcast.net
skatzman@essex 1.com
ac.kerns@comcast.net
caward92@comcast.net

Joe Thompson

Flagg Township
Sue Messer

Joanna Patrick
Susan Rothenberger
Scott Seebach

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle
Eric Gruben
Susan Hager

Jim Kenney

Flagg-Rochelle Library

rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
ppittman@hillcrestil.us
dpotter@hillcrestil.us
tball@hillcrestil.us
jhuerta@hillcrestil.us
ebraski@hillcrestil.us
jthompson@hillcrestil.us

flaggtwp@rochelle.net
flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
assessor@rochelle.net
scottseebach@gmail.com

noggle62@gmail.com
egruben@comcast.net
susanhager303@comcast.net
jimk@rocketsupply.com

*Jaqueline Dickow
Teresa Haggestad
Michael Scanlan
Lanning Nicoloff
Sheri Klindera
Susan Sevedge
Darci Waltrip

dickow(@comcast.net
haggestads@comcast.net
scanlan@comecast.net
nicoloff118@comcast.net
alwayslefty2@gmail.com
nitlprl22@yahoo.com
doobs12@comcast.net

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages
responsible letters to the editor on
subjects of interest to our readers. Editing
may be necessary for space, clarity or to
avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will
not be altered. All letters must bear the
handwritten signature of the writer and
include address and phone number or
e-mail address for verification purposes.
Neither the street address nor phone
number will be printed. Letters should

be typed or legibly handwritten, and no
anonymous letters will be published. Any
letters from boards or organizations must
include at least one name of an individual.
Any criticism of public officials should be
limited to issues related strictly to their
position or actions made in office, as
personal attacks will not be published.
Letters involving private disputes between
the writer and a business will not be
published. Political endorsements will be

published, however letters from candidates
endorsing themselves will not be printed.
Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader
office (211 IL Route 38 East), mailed to the
News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068)
or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.
com.) The News-Leader reserves the right to
edit or reject any letter to the editor for any
reason, and letters chosen for publication
do not necessarily reflect the views of this

newspapetr.
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COMMUNITY

(COURTESY PHOTO)
Nov. 24 - J'Sondra Veracini, Rochelle, $25
Fritts speaks at American Legion holiday banquet Nov. 25 - Willa Wood, Lindenwood, $25
The Rochelle American Legion Post 403 held its Christmas banquet at the First Presbyterian Church on Dec. 13. Nov. 26 - Heather Bresson, Ashton, $50

Bradley J. Fritts, 74th District representative, spoke on the current state of legislation in lllinois and his vision for

the future. From left to right: Gary Tarvestad (sargent at arms), Paul Bearrows (chaplain), Chuck Roberts (senior Nov. 27 - Jessica Curatola, Ashton, $25

vice-commander), Fritts, John Gruben (commander), Steve Korth (adjutant) and Eric Welles (finance officer). e 8 | 2 . B, © e, 595
THE KITCHEN TABLE MENU Nov. 29 - Tina Graber, Palatine, $25
7034 S. Klondike Road | Rochelle, IL 61068 | 815-561-9074 December 26 - (Tuesday) - CLOSED Nov. 30 - Nick Vilmin, Byron, $25
If you would like to volunteer with us, please email us at December 28 — (Thursday) - CLOSED Dec. 1 -Tim Postula
volunteer@kitchentablerochelle.org
January 7 - NO SUNDAY BRUNCH Dec. 2 - Erin Odle, Steward, $25
December 21 — (Thursday) - CHRISTMAS DINNER -Roast
Pork, Australian Roasted Lamb w/Mint Sauce, Stuffing, KIDS MENU: Chicken Nuggets w/Fries Dec. 3 - Daniel and Niki Tobler, Davis Junction, $50
**All menus are subject to change. If you would like to check
Gravy, Roasted Potatoes, Carrots, Green Beans, Corn, before coming out, please call us at 815-561-9074 Dec. 4 - Karen Cech, Rochelle, $25
Dinner Rolls www.KitchenTableRochelle.org

Dec. 5 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

Dec. 6 - Rochelle Chamber of Commerce, $25

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Dec. 20 Dec. 24 Dec. 31 Dec. 7 - Heather Hensley, Rochelle, $25
Amanda Avila Luke Gilliam Jamey & Nicole King ) )
Emilyn Voight Tom Wyatt (anniversary) Dec. 8 - Eric Van Hise, Rochelle, 525
Sharyn Galloway Tom & Nicole Wyatt Ruth Allen . .
(anniversary) Hayleigh Jones Dec. 9 - Velimir Kuzmanovski, Rockford, $25
Dec. 21 .
Jacob King Dec. 25 Jan. 1 Dec. 10 - Emily Harness, DeKalb, $50
Bill Patrick Maribel Ortiz Dave Jones S 11 - T Bl Redaalle, S5
Angie Mitchell ’ ! '
Brandyn Frye Dec. 26 Jan. 3 Dec. 12 - Sara Hall, Rochelle, $25
Annette Sulser Justin Sandoval
Dec. 22 Dec. 13 - Clay and Becky Fraley, Kings, $25
Deb Wooten Dec. 27 Jan.5
Theo Ujcic Marge Charboneau Alaina Eubankz Dec. 14 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25
Steve & Patti Russell Dec. 28 Grace Yates
(anniversary) Chris Prosser Sandra Ramirez Dec. 15 - Liquor N Wine, $25
Dec.23 Dec.29 Jan.6 Dec. 16 - Marge Charboneau, Rochelle, $25
Tristen McGuire Kelsey Rogers Carson Johnson
Bailey Dolister Debbie Bonacquisti Dec. 17 - Scott and Alana Hill, Thomson, $50
Richard & Cheryl
Holmgren (anniver);ary) Dec. 18 - Christian Neale, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 19 - Zekelman Employee, $25

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries pec. 20~ Gabriela Ortiz Rochelle, 525
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by Linda Thistle
[ 3 q 1 7
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LOCAL NEWS

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Rochelle Fire Department and Ogle-Lee hold first training session at new facility

On Saturday, Dec. 9, members of the Rochelle Fire Department and the Ogle-Lee Fire Protection District completed training evolutions at the new Joint Training Facility.
This was the first training held at the site since construction began this fall. Members completed several evolutions, including hose line advancement, search, ventilation
and command functions. “The members of both agencies would like to express our sincere gratitude to our respective administrations, the Rochelle City Council, the Ogle-
Lee FPD Board of Trustees, and the citizens of our communities for their support in furthering the training opportunities for our firefighters,” a joint Facebook post said.

RTHS: Superintendent Harper provides library media center update

From page 1

Harpersaidthere hasn’t
been unanimous approval
among county school
districts, but there was
enough support to get it
on theballotas of Dec. 18.

“It’s support for our
community voters so they
can go to the ballot box
and vote on whether or not
they want to continue with
what we’ve been doing
historically in terms of
property taxes funding the
local portion of schools, or
offset that to some degree
by a sales tax initiative,”
Harper said.

LMC

Harper provided an
update on planned renova-
tions to the library media
center (LMC) at RTHS.
Due to recent changes in
the way students consume
media and the LMC not
seeing any changes since
the school was built in
2004, the school’s admin-
istration and LMC staff
desire to make improve-
ments to the area.

The improvements
would take place in 2025,
and District Business
Manager Kevin Dale esti-
mated that the cost could
be “a few hundred thou-
sand dollars. The district
will soon be meeting with
engineers to get a better
idea of costs.

Changes would include
more open and flexible
space in the LMC along
with apodcast/tech center.

“In the last 20 years,
the uses of an LMC have
changed quite a bit with
technology and flexible
work space,” Harper said.
“There’s just the real fact
that there’s less tangible,
hard copy things that the
students are checking in
and out. Students and
teachers have been sur-
veyed and administration
and maintenance staff
have provided input.”

Levy
The board unanimous-
ly approved its 2023 tax
levy. Dale said the levy
will see a 2.56 percent
increase ($260,000) over

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
Superintendent Jason Harper provided an update on planned renovations to the library media center (LMC) at
RTHS. Due to recent changes in the way students consume media and the LMC not seeing any changes since the
school was built in 2004, the school’s administration and LMC staff desire to make improvements to the area.

last year’s levy, whichdid  hearing due to thatnumber
not require the district to  being lower than five per-
hold a truth in taxation cent.Dalesaidtheaverage

property tax bill increase
on a $100,000 home is
about $24. The district’s

equalized assessed value
(EAV) saw an 8.9 percent
increase overall.
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Sofas/Sectionals/Recliners/Dining Tables
Kitchen Tables/Mattresses/Bedroom Suites
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BOYS BEAT PRINCETON

The Rochelle Hub basketball team earned
an overtime win over Princeton.

See page 4 for more details

RTHS Girls Basketball

Girls shine in second half

Dominant defense propels Lady Hubs to 53-38 victory over Genoa-Kingston

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Ju-
nior Kendyl Darby went
to work on the block
Saturday, when the Ro-
chelle Lady Hub varsity
basketball team battled
Genoa-Kingston seeking
its second straight victory.

Using her superior size
against a smaller opposing
frontcourt, Darby found
good post position and be-
came Rochelle’s go-to of-
fensive option in the fourth
quarter, where the junior
forward put home a trio
of low-post shots for six
of her team-high 16 points
on Saturday. With the Lady
Hubs running successful
inside-out offense while
playing stifling defense,
Rochelle dominated the
second half, where the
Lady Hubs outscored
Genoa-Kingston 32-15 to
secure a 53-38 win.

“Westartedreally strong
this season, butwe’ve been
through a rough patch so it
feels good to be on a win-
ning streak again,” Darby
said. “It was great that
my teammates were able
to get me the ball down
low because 1 know I'm
able to score... I love all
of these girls. They’re like
my sisters and I love spend-
ing time with them. I think
there are so many things we
can accomplish.”

Rochelle found success

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Junior Kendyl Darby drives under the basket as Genoa-Kingston’s Regan Creadon defends during the Rochelle Lady Hub varsity basketball

game against the Cogs on Saturday afternoon. Darby scored a team-high 16 points as the Lady Hubs won 53-38.

down low during the first
half, where junior forward
Abby Metzger drew mul-
tiple Genoa-Kingston fouls

and made several trips to
the free-throw line, con-
verting five free throws to
keep the Lady Hubs in the

mix. Sophomore Jaydin
Dickey drilled Rochelle’s
first triple of the game,
sinking a 3-pointer dur-

ing the first quarter. De-
spite those efforts, Genoa-
Kingston held a 12-6 lead
after the first quarter, as the

Lady Hubs failed to convert
quality shots early.

See GIRLS page 3

RTHS Wrestling

Hubs record three wins at Oak Forest Mega Duals
Rochelle moves to 15-2 after victories over Mt. Prospect, Oak Forest and York

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

OAK FOREST —
The Rochelle Hub varsity
wrestling team brought
home three victories from
the annual Oak Forest
Mega Duals on Satur-
day. Rochelle (15-2, 3-0
Interstate 8) recorded a
51-23 win over Prospect
aswellasa51-21 win over
Oak Forest and a 40-39
win over York. The Hubs
suffered one loss at the
meet, falling42-29 against
Naperville Central to con-
clude the day. Rochelle
will return to the mat on
Thursday with a home
match against Belvidere
North.

Prospect

Sophomore Freddie
Hernandez scored two
takedowns and two near
fallsagainstThomasFidler,
winning the 106-pound
bout with a third-period
fall. Sophomores Keagan
Albers and Tony Milburn
each took forfeits for the
113-pound and 120-pound
bouts, allowing Rochelle
to take a 18-0 lead in the
match. Junior Xavier Vil-
lalobos followed with a
first-period takedown and
fall against Karol Kosciarz
in the 126-pound bout,

(COURTESY PHOTO)

The Rochelle Hub varsity wrestling team scored three wins during the Oak Forest Mega Duals on Saturday afternoon. The Hubs defeated
Mt. Prospect, Oak Forest and York to move to 15-2 overall.

continuing his unbeaten
start to the season.
Sophomore Frank Nas-
canotched two takedowns
and a second-period fall
over Ronin Umali in the
132-pound boutto give Ro-
chellea30-0lead. Prospect
earned its first victory after
Ryan Brannigan scored a
10-3 major decision over
freshman Josh Lassiter in
the 138-pound bout. Soph-
omore Brenden Voight out-
lasted Bennett Westfallen
in the 144-pound bout,
recording a first-period

takedown and a second-
period escape to hold on
for a win via 3-2 decision.

Freshmen Angel Her-
nandez and Alex Pel-
licer took forfeits for the
150-pound and 157-pound
bouts to push the Hubs
ahead 45-3. Prospect’s
Connor Munn took the
165-pound bout, defeat-
ing junior Grant Gensler
with a second-period fall.
Prospect then won the
175-pound and 190-pound
bouts, where Michael Ma-
tuszak scored a 12-6 deci-

sion against sophomore
Roman Villalobos and
Jaxon Penovich took down
senior Brock Metzger with
a 20-4 technical fall.
Junior Kaiden Morris
brought Rochelle back with
afirst-period takedown and
fall over Sebastian Zdan-
owski in the 215-pound
bout. Prospect’s Brock
Clay took a forfeit for the
285-pound bout.

Oak Forest

Sophomore Keagan
Albers opened the match

against Oak Forest with
a 9-0 major decision
over Alex Sebek in the
113-pound bout, compiling
two takedowns and one
near fall. Sophomore Tony
Milburn followed with two
takedowns and second-
period fall over James
Muir in the 120-pound
bout. Junior Xavier Vil-
lalobos and sophomore
Frank Nasca eachreceived
forfeits from Oak Forest,
winning the 126-pound and
132-pound bouts to put the
Hubs up 22-0.

Freshman Josh Lassiter
extended the Rochelle lead
with two near falls and a
third-period fall over Aidan
Koleczek inthe 138-pound
bout. Oak Forest’s Austin
Perez outlasted sopho-
more Brenden Voight for
an 8-6 sudden victory in
the 144-pound bout, but
freshman Angel Hernandez
responded with a first-
period takedown and fall
over Derek Rodriguez in
the 150-pound bout.

See WRESTLING p. 3
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Enjoya 15% piscount

when Ordering Online at
VincesPizzainRochelle.com

815.562.7300
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up
1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL K

ello!
neighbont

Huber Ins and Fin Sves Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent
21E.ILRt.38

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”

Im looking forwrd to serving your needs for nsurance and
finanl services. .
Rochelle, IL 61068 Like aMgEood neighbor, State Farm is there.®
Bus: 815-562-7011 CALL METODAY.

o StateFarm-

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Caring for your Diana Alanis, WD

family’s health from '
infant to adults.

For appointment, please call

815-227-9594

1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068
Most Insurance Accepted

Local People Providing Local Service

Water - Waste Water
Electric - Communications

Phone: 815-562-4155
Fax: 815-562-5861

www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto - Home Improvement - Vacation
Jami Hackman e Tonia Holland

81575614035!

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle o
3
All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies. §

@ MORTON
BUILDINGS

If you can dream it, we can build it.

Rochelle Sales Office * Hwy. 251 N. ¢ 877-613-3050

Rihelle

Community Hospital
Your Local Healthcare Resource.

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181
www.rochellehospital.com

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792
www.meyersfurniture.com

The businesses featured on this page are

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.
y y

Please show your appreciation by patronizing their businesses.

WE SUPPORT OUR HUBS!

HUB SPOTLIGHT

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Elias Andronic, Nehemiah Andronic, Wells Millard and Dominic Escatel (left to right)
show off their trophies from the John Nagy Throwdown in Dixon.

Junior Hubs compete at
John Nagy Throwdown

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

DIXON — The Rochelle Wrestling
Club sent 13 athletes to the 2023 John
Nagy Throwdown in Dixon on Sunday,
Dec. 10. Four Rochelle athletes brought
home first-place finishes in the tournament,
while five others secured second-place
finishes and two more placed third.

Dominic Escatel finished first in the
Intermediate 82-85 Division with a 3-0
record. Escatel began the tournament
with a 6-0 decision over Blue Line Train-
ing Academy’s Bennett Campos before
scoring a second-round fall over Tiger
Town Wrestling’s Keagan Prokes. Escatel
clinched the division title with a fall over
Dixon Wrestling Club’s Cooper Heath in
the third round.

Wells Millard finished first in the Ban-
tam 51-54 Division with a 3-0 record.
Millard earned the division title with three
consecutive victories by falls, defeating
River Bend Wrestling’s Luke Hoffman as
well as Alber Athletics’ Jordan Wright and
Tiger Town Wrestling’s Judd Schlumpf.

Elias Andronic finished first in the
Bantam 53-55 Division with a 3-0 record.
Andronic opened with a 16-0 technical fall
over Dixon Wrestling Club’s Lyric Baker
before notching back-to-back decisions,
beating Belvidere’s Knox Ferry 8-4 and
Stillman Valley’s Brycen Legue 9-7.

Nehemiah Andronic finished first in the
Bantam 67-69 Division with a 3-0 record.
Andronicrecorded an 11-3 major decision
over Tiger Town Wrestling’s Easton Ohl-

We Aim for On Time, Every Time!

Small or Big Construction Jobs, We Do Them All!

son before scoring two straight falls over
Sauk Valley’s Leland Cunniff and Dixon
Wrestling Club’s Jacob Morton.

Teddy Millard took second in the Novice
66-72 Division witha 2-1 record, notching
a fall over Sauk Valley’s Braylyn Shirley
and a 17-0 technical fall over Marengo’s
Chayson Weirich. Joshua Hernandez took
second in the Novice 102-104 Division
with a 2-1 record, earning a 9-6 decision
over River Bend Wrestling’s Tessa Fosdick
and a fall over Tiger Town Wrestling’s
Alijon Jusufi.

Benjamin Morris took second in the
Novice 141-148 Divisionwitha 1-1record,
receiving a forfeit from Xtreme Wres-
tling’s Jaxson Mayborne. Colt Hensley
took second in the Intermediate 108-118
Division with a 2-1 record, securing a
second-round fall over Tiger Town’s Kay-
sen Gonzalez and a 6-0 decision against
Dixon Wrestling Club’s Brady Hipple in
the third round.

Xander Gonzales took second in the
Bantam 109-113 Division with a 1-1 re-
cord, scoring a fall over Dixon Wrestling
Club’s James Hooker. AJ Milan placed
third in the Senior 99-107 Division with a
1-2 record, winning by fall over LaSalle-
Peru’s Sarah Hawkins. Garrett Miller
placed third in the Novice 108-115 Divi-
sionwith a 1-2 record, notching a fall over
Tiger Town’s John Zimmer.

Andrew Eyster finished fourth in the
Senior 148-154 Division witha 1-3 record,
beating Tiger Town’s Andrew Giaquinto
with a fall. Amos Andronic finished fourth
in the Tot 36-37 A Division.

We were Voted Mid-West Truckers
Association, Inc. Northern Region
Trucking Company of the year 2022

The Trusted Trucking Company of Many Local Distributors and Manufacturers.

ESTIMATES!

Tim & Roger Bruns,
Owners

Established 1997

¢ Residential

& Commercial
Concrete

¢ Additions

815-561-0099

Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Queens Trucking & Construction Inc
322 Errett Road, Rochelle
815-562-6064 | queens-trucking.com

ERSON

& HEATING, INC.

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners,
Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters,
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Rochel Ie
Lic# 055-013999 (81 5) 562-8784;

621 First Ave.,

227 E. Rt 38 * Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706

www.rochellechiropractic.com

Now Accepting New Patients!

Pizzeria and Italian Restauran|

JOHNSON
TRACTOR

SALES « PARTS « SERVICE

200 Steward Road
800.262.1680

www.johnsontractor.com |

HUB-REMSEN

— PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave ® Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 * hub-remsen.com

A\

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945”

Berg-Johnson

L&
-

D

Electric

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

Residential « Commercial ¢ Industrial

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937

500 Cleveland Avenue

We are
Ogle
County’s

only

GM Dealer!

+ Collision Repair
* 24 Hour Towing
+ New/Preowned Vehicles

815-562-8787

+ Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

+ Rental Cars
+ Maintenance On All Makes
and Models

www.jeffperrychevrolet.com

Busy Schedule?
Leave the cooking to us.

(16 flavors)

« Large menu of foods

« Rochelle’s famous chicken
by the dinner or bucket f

+ Hand dipped ice cream
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GIRLS: Lady Hubs record second straight victory on Saturday

From page 1

With her team trail-
ing, Darby began to heat
up in the second quarter,
scoring a low-post basket
and nailing a 3-pointer
from the elbow. Senior
Alivia Henkel also found
her groove in the second
quarter, drawing three
fouls on aggressive drives
to the hoop and sinking a
trio of free throws along
the way. Behind Darby and
Henkel, Rochelle fought
back and managed to bring
the Cogs within two points
at halftime, with Genoa-
Kingston maintaining a
23-21 advantage.

A huge momentum
swing occurred early in
the third quarter, where
Dickey knocked down
three consecutive mid-
range shots near the base-
line, fueling a lengthy
Rochelle run that gave the
Lady Hubs an eight-point
lead and forced a Genoa-
Kingston timeout. Senior
Kara Martinez added to
the growing energy in

the gym, burying a deep
3-pointer thatput Rochelle
ahead by double digits. Af-
ter trailing for most of the
game, the Lady Hubs held
a 40-35 lead after three.
“Coach[Gehm] wanted
us to get our heads on
straight,” Darby said when
asked about the message
at halftime. “We played
amazing defense and I
thought we came out of
halftime wanting to win.
We started hitting some
shots and Jaydin went
on a roll there for a min-
ute. Making those shots
brought us a lot of confi-
dence and that’s when we
started to roll.”
Rochelle’s newfound
momentum carried into
the fourth quarter, where
the team’s 1-2-2 zone
defense and three-quarter-
court pressure flustered the
Genoa-Kingston offense,
which mustered only three
points over the final eight
minutes. As the Lady
Hubs forced turnovers
and closed out possessions
with defensive rebounds,

Darby grew Rochelle’s
lead with three low-post
baskets. Senior Sydney
Tabor also cashed in a late
3-pointer to ice the win.
Henkel and Dickey
each finished with 12
points for the Lady Hubs
(5-9, 0-3 Interstate 8),
who are off until the
KSB Holiday Classic in
Dixon, which will begin
on Wednesday, Dec. 27.
Metzger and Martinez
each totaled five points,
while Tabor finished with
three points in the victory.

Ottawa

Junior Abby Metzger
and senior Alivia Henkel
each reached double fig-
ures in scoring on Wednes-
day, when the Rochelle
Lady Hub varsity basket-
ball team faced Ottawa in
Interstate 8 Conference ac-
tion. Henkel finished with
16 points, six rebounds and
six steals, while Metzger
followed with 10 points
and five rebounds as the
Lady Hubs suffered their
eighth straightloss, falling

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Senior Sydney Tabor leads the fast break as Genoa-Kingston’s Presley Mayer gives
chase during the Rochelle Lady Hub varsity basketball game on Saturday.

to the Pirates 69-42.
Sophomore Jaydin

Dickey notched six steals

and eight points for the

Lady Hubs (3-9, 0-3 In-
terstate 8). Senior Kara
Martinez recorded four
points and two assists,

while senior Megan See-
bach and junior Kendyl
Darby each finished with
two points.

WRESTLING: Rochelle matmen notch three wins in Oak Forest

From page 1

Oak Forest claimed
the next two battles, with
Hunter Daniel recording a
first-period fall over fresh-
man Alex Pellicer in the
157-pound bout and Jack
Castaneda edging junior
Grant Gensler for a 1-0
decision in the 165-pound
bout. Sophomore Roman
Villalobos scored a first-
period takedown and fall
against Jason Janke in the
175-pound bout and senior
Brock Metzger notched a
first-period takedown and
fall against Keshon John-
son in the 190-pound bout.

Leading 46-13, Ro-
chelle sealed the win af-
ter junior Kaiden Morris
compiled two takedowns
and three near falls in a
15-0 technical fall over
Andrius Vasilevskas in
the 215-pound bout. Oak
Forest’s Jose Montesino
received a forfeit for the
285-pound bout to con-

COMMUNITY BOARD

clude the dual match.

York

York’s Jake Kubycheck
opened the dual with a
11-4 decision against
sophomore Tony Milburn
in the 120-pound bout.
Rochelle took the lead
after junior Xavier Vil-
lalobos turned a second-
period reversal into a fall
over Robert Berner in the
126-pound bout. York’s
Zachary Parisi and Frankie
Nitti notched second-
period falls over sopho-
more Deegan Schabacker
in the 132-pound and
freshman Josh Lassiter
in the 138-pound bouts,
enabling the Dukes to take
a 15-6 lead.

Sophomore Brenden
Voightscored three points
after earning a 5-2 decision
over Jackson Hanselman
in the 144-pound bout.
York won the next two
matches, with Alejandro
Carreon earning a second-

period fall over freshman
Angel Hernandez in the
150-pound bout and Nick
DeCristofaro recording a
first-period fall over fresh-
man Alex Pellicer in the
157-pound bout.

Junior Grant Gensler
cut the York lead to 27-15
after a third-period fall
over Michael Grazzini in
the 165-pound bout. Dan-
ny DeCristofaro brought
the Dukes back witha sec-
ond-period fall over soph-
omore Roman Villalobos
in the 175-pound bout.
Senior Brock Metzger’s
first-period takedown and
fall over Andri Hoxha in
the 190-pound bout made
the score 33-21.

Junior Kaiden Morris
worked for a third-period
fall against Austin Bag-
dasarian in the 215-pound
bout before York’s Gavin
Knill took a forfeit in the
285-pound bout. With
Rochelle down 39-27,
sophomores Freddie Her-

nandez and Keagan Albers
delivered must-win per-
formances for the Hubs,
as Hernandez scored a
second-period fall over
Tommy Conners in the
106-pound bout and Al-
bers earned a first-period
fall to win the 113-pound
bout. Rochelle won on
criteria.

Naperville
Central

Junior Xavier Villalo-
bos strung together four
takedowns during a 9-1
major decision over Ty
Martin in the 126-pound
bout. Naperville Cen-
tral’s Mitchelle Kaszuba
put the team up 6-4 with
a first-period takedown
and fall over sophomore
Deegan Schabacker in the
132-pound bout. Vince
Bern followed with a
third-period fall over
freshman Josh Lassiter in
the 138-pound bout.

Sophomore Brenden
Voight scored Rochelle’s
second win of the match,
notching a first-period
fall over CJ Bierman
in the 144-pound bout.
Naperville Central took
the next two bouts, with
Hagan Taylor earning a
first-period fall over fresh-
man Angel Hernandez
in the 150-pound bout
and Chris Bern scoring
a second-period fall over
freshman Alex Pellicer in
the 157-pound bout.

Junior Grant Gensler
made the score 24-16 in
favor of Naperville Cen-
tral after totaling two take-
downs and two near falls
against John Carens in the
165-pound bout, which
Gensler won with a third-
period fall. Naperville
Central won the next two
matches, however, with
Henry Rydwelski edging
sophomore Roman Vil-
lalobos for a 5-1 decision
inthe 175-pound bout and

Need to get the word out about a
product or service you offer?

Give us a call at 815-562-4171.
We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Gutters, Roofing & Siding

Plumbing, Heating
& Cooling

ANDERSON

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners,
Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters,
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

g 1S

621 First Ave., Rochelle
(815) 562-8784

Lic# 055-013999

Heating & Air Conditioning

Precision Furnace
Clean & Check

$85.00

Includes FREE carbon
monoxide test

24/7 Emergency
Service

562-4171

The Rochelle News-Leader

Jacob Smetters sneaking
pastsenior Brock Metzger
with a 6-5 decision in the
190-pound bout.

Junior Kaiden Morris
brought home an 8-0 ma-
jor decision over Nicolas
Besteiro in the 215-pound
bout, where he recorded
two takedowns and a
near fall. William Er-
beck received a forfeit in
the 285-pound bout for
Naperville Central, who
conceded a forfeit to soph-
omore Freddie Hernandez
in the 106-pound bout.
Jacob Cochran clinched
the win for Naperville
Central, scoring a second-
period fall over sopho-
more Keagan Albers in
the 113-pound bout.

The match between
Rochelle and Naperville
Central concluded with
the 120-pound bout, which
sophomore Tony Milburn
claimed for the Hubs with
a 10-6 decision over Flynn
Collins.

Advertise Here

What Service
Do You Offer?

Storage Sheds

* Residential &

¢ Additions

ESTIMATES!

Commercial Concrete

FREE

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

815-561-0099

Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

?Y‘E%a\\\a‘.‘c“

e® Y\i‘il.o\\‘ el
M

« Stock & Custom Design
« Many Options Available

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

« Competitive Pricing
« Site Preparation Available
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SPORTS

RTHS Boys Basketball

Lewis leads Hubs to overtime

victory against Princeton
Junior guard scores 29 in 70-62 win

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE— Junior
guard Carson Lewis set a
goal to become a more ver-
satilescorer forthe Rochelle
Hub varsity basketball team
this season. Lewis took a
major step toward achiev-
ing his goal on Saturday,
whenhescoredateam-high
29 points and made a team-
high 11 shots as the purple
and white battled into over-
time against the Princeton
Tigers in nonconference
action.

Known for his 3-point
shooting ability, Lewis
drained five triples during
Saturday’s game, but the
junior guard also showed
aggression off the dribble,
converting six additional
field goals while adding a
pair of free throws. With
Lewis fueling the offense,
Rochelle battled back in
the fourth quarter and
dominated the overtime
period, where the Hubs
outscored the Tigers 15-7
and emerged with a 70-62
victory. Rochelle (3-7, 0-4
Interstate 8) has won two of
its last three.

“We’ve been struggling
over our last few games,
but it felt really good to
pull out a win,” Lewis
said. “I wasn’t able to hit
my first couple of shots
in the first half, so I had to
find other ways to score
like getting out on the fast
break. I started hitting shots
after that and I built up my
confidence. My teammates
were getting me open and
[ was able to knock down

L ¢

© LIFETIME NO-CLOG

“s50 VISA
GIFT CARD

i t
Upon completion of appointmen

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your
home, or we will clean your gutters for free

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Junior Carson Lewis scored a team-high 29 points to
lead the Rochelle Hub varsity basketball team to a
70-62 overtime win over Princeton on Saturday.

shots. With this being my
second year on varsity, ’'m
more of a leader and [ have
to be more than a shooter.”

Both teams started fast
in the first quarter, where
the Hubs held a 22-19
advantage behind strong
efforts from multiple play-
ers including junior guard
Elijah Harley, who finished
with 18 points on 7-0f-9
shooting with three assists
in the game. The Tigers
clawed their way back into
the game during the second
quarter, where Princeton
held Rochelle to nine points
and took a 36-31 halftime
lead. Jordan Reinhardt car-
ried the load for Princeton,
finishing with 20 points.

A defensive struggle in
the third quarter saw both

Call Today for Your

FREE Estimate!

WARRANTY

teams score just nine points
each, allowing the Tigers to
carry a 45-40 lead into the
fourth quarter, where the
Hubs fought back to tie the
scoreattheend ofregulation
time. Rochelle excelled at
pushing the pace, outsourc-
ingthe Tigers 18-7 intransi-
tionand27-24 offturnovers.
Senior Eli Luxtonturnedina
well-rounded performance
with 12 points on 5-of-7
shooting, six rebounds, four
assists and two blocks.

“I felt like we played
more as a team over our last
few games,” Lewis said.
“I thought we were being
selfish at the beginning of
the year, but we’ve been
passingtheballtoeach other
and having confidence in
each other.”

© MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY
FOR YOUR HOME

© THE ONLY ONE-PIECE
SEAMLESS DEBRIS
SHEDDING GUTTER SYSTEM

© SCRATCHGUARD®
PAINT FINISH

<

SPECI)!

AVAITEE

*Al participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $50 Visa gift card. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by Leafguard Holdings Inc. Limit
one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both
cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contrict. The following persons are not eligible
for this effer: employees of Company or affiliated companies o entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12
manths and all current and former Company custaners. Gift may not he extended, transferred, of substituted except hiat Company may substitute a ¢ift of equal or greater value if it ceems
it riecessaty. Gift card will be mailed to the partidnant via first case United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promation form. Not valid in cunjunctior. with any ather promotion or
discount of any kind. Offer ncit spansaied and s subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Except in the slates of MD, NY 2nid [, where the gift card cffer i imited to $25. Oifet
not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 12/31/23.

RTHS Boys Bowling

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Sophomore Caleb Mortensen rolls his ball down the lane during the Rochelle Hub
varsity bowling match against Streator on Thursday.

Hubs bounce back with

home win over Streator
Rochelle downs Bulldogs 3,245-2,959

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The
Rochelle Hub varsity
bowling team snapped a
two-match losing streak on
Thursday, when the purple
and white hosted Streator
in nonconference action.
Senior Christian Thorne
fired a team-high 612 se-
ries, while sophomore An-
drew Powell added a 567
series as the Hubs defeated
the Bulldogs 3,245-2,959
at T-Byrd Lanes. Rochelle
(9-6, 4-3 Interstate 8) will

Shot Tournament on Satur-
day afternoon.

The Hubs held the
series lead after a 1,044-
993 win in the first game.
Junior Logan Frye rolled
a series-best 192 to lead
the Rochelle side, while
sophomore Declan McGee
followed with a series-best
191. The Hubs extended
their series lead with
a 1,089-1,005 win in
the second game, where
sophomore Levi Waddle
threw a series-best 209
and Thorne totaled a 206.
Jaxin Goodrich fired a

Streator side in the second
game.

Rochelle sealed its non-
conference sweep against
the Bulldogs with an
1,112-961 win in the third
and final game of the se-
ries. Thorne led the Hubs
withaseries-best233 inthe
final game, while Powell
rolled a series-best 200
and McGee chipped in a
186. Frye recorded a 181
in the third game to fin-
ish with a 552 series on
the Rochelle side, while
Waddle ended the match
with a 546 series after a

bowl at the Freeport Sport  series-best 217 to lead the 164 in the final game.
Fp Back
NORTH AMERICA’'S lprC Mangy
I(46'£I

“1 SE"II‘IQ Walk-InTub

Featuring our Free Shower Package

Now you can finally have all
of the soothing benefits of a
relaxing warm bath, or enjoy

a convenient refreshing shower
while seated or standing

with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s
FREE Shower Package!

 First walk-in tub available with
a customizable shower

v Fixed rainfall shower head is
adjustable for your height and pivots
to offer a seated shower option

v High-quality tub complete
with a comprehensive lifetime
warranty on the entire tub

v Top-of-the-line installation
and service, all included at one
low, affordable price

Now you can have the best of
both worlds—there isn’t a better,
morve affordable walk-in tub!

FREE SHOWER

PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 815-660-0041

Ay safestep

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not

applicable with any previous walk-in tub purchase.

Offer available while supplies last. No cash value.
Must present offer at time of purchase.

Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

1-815-660-0041

FINANCING
AVAILABLE
WITH APPROVED
CREDIT

Arthritis Foundation

N
¥
BBB
ACCREDITED

EASE OF
USE

CERTIFIED

CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445 13VH11096000
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101
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE 15TH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF OGLE
IN THE MATTER OF

THE ESTATE OF:
CHARLES W. BAR-
NETT, Deceased
CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE IS GIVEN of
the death of CHARLES
W. BARNETT of Ro-
chelle, Ogle County,
llinois. Letters of Office
as Administrator were
issued on December
1, 2023, to CHARLES
MITCHELL BARNETT
whose address is 8214
NE 72nd Terrace,
Kansas City, Missou-
ri, 64158, and whose
attorneys are Hewitt &
Wagner, 1124 Lincoln
Highway, Rochelle,
Ogle County, lllinais,
61068.
Claims against the
estate may be filed in
the Office of the Clerk
of the Circuit Court of
Ogle County, Oregon,
llinois, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, no
later than six (6) months
from the date of the first
publication of this claim
notice and any claim
not filed within that peri-
oed is barred. Copies
of a claim filed with the
Clerk must be mailed
or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the
attorney within ten (10)
days after it has been
filed.
Hewitt & Wagner
Attorneys for the Ad-
ministrator of the Estate
of Charles W. Barnett,
deceased
1124 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-2704
No. 1217
(Dec. 13, 20 and 27,
2023)

NOTICE

Used Bus Bid

Announcement
Steward Elementary
School District #220 is
taking bids for the pur-
chase of a used Bluebird
Type C 71 Passenger
Capacity School Bus.
16,000 miles or lower;
2020 or newer. Must
meet all E.PA. stan-
dards. Ford 6.8 Liter
Gasoline Engine (No
Exceptions); Ford Au-
tomatic 6 Speed Trans-
mission (No Exceptions);
100 gallon fuel tank (no
exceptions). If interest-
ed, seek other specifica-
tions by contacting Supt.
Simpson at (815) 396-
2413 between 8:00 AM-
4:00 PM through 12/21
or emailing ssimpson@
stewardschool220.org
prior to 12/27.
Bid opening will be held
at 9 AM on Monday,
January 8, 2024, at the
District #220 Main Office
located at 602 Main St
in Steward. Please mail
bids to:
Steward Elementary
School District #220
PO Box 76
Steward, IL 60553
No. 1219
(Dec. 17, 20 and 24,
2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby
given that on December
14, 2023, a certificate
was filed in the Ogle
County Clerk’s Office
setting forth the names
and post office address
of all of the persons
owning, conducting and
transacting the busi-
ness known as:

B-Rad Sounds

2313 N. IL Route 251
Kings, IL 61068

Dated December 14,
2023

Laura J. Cook, Ogle
County Clerk

No. 1224

(Dec. 20 and 27, 2023
and Jan. 3, 2024)

NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT

COURT OF THE
FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT OGLE

COUNTY, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF ) )
PHILIP J. BAUSONE,

Classified

Deceased. ) NO. 2023-
PR-78

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the
death of PHILIP J.
BAUSONE, of Oregon,
lllinois. Letters of
Office were issued on
December 7, 2023, to
ALLENA VEGE, whose
address is 10040 Cum-
mings St., Huntley, IL
60142, and whose at-
torneys are Fearer, Nye
& Chadwick, 420 4th
Avenue, PO Box 117,
Rochelle, IL 61068.
Claims against the
Estate may be filed
in the office of the
Circuit Clerk of the
Court at Ogle County
Courthouse, Oregon,
IL 61061, or with the
representative, or both,
no later than June 18,
2024, and any claim
not filed within that peri-
od is barred. Copies
of a claim filed with the
Clerk must be mailed
or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the
attorney within 10 days
after it has been filed.
FEARER, NYE &
CHADWICK, Attorneys
for ALLENA VEGE,
Independent Adminis-
trator of the Estate of
PHILIP J. BAUSONE,
deceased
No. 1226
(Dec. 20 and 27, 2023
and Jan. 3, 2024)

NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING CONCERN-
ING THE INTENT OF
THE BOARD OF EDU-
CATION OF COMMU-
NITY CONSOLIDATED
SCHOOL  DISTRICT
NUMBER 231,

OGLE  AND LEE
COUNTIES, ILLINOIS
TO SELL NOT TO EX-
CEED $10,000,000
SCHOOL FIRE PRE-
VENTION AND SAFE-
TY BONDS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS
HEREBY GIVEN that
Community Consoli-
dated School District
Number 231, Ogle and
Lee Counties, lllinois
(the “District”), will hold
a public hearing on the
9th day of January,
2024, at 6:00 o’clock
P.M. The hearing will
be held in the Lincoln
Elementary School Caf-
eteria, 1450 20th Street,
Rochelle, lllinois. The
purpose of the hearing
will be to receive pub-
lic comments on the
proposal to sell bonds
in an amount not to ex-
ceed $10,000,000 for
the purpose of conform-
ing its existing facilities
that house students to
the building code pro-
mulgated by the State
Board of Education of
the State of lllinois, by
altering, reconstructing
and repairing said facil-
ities and having equip-
ment purchased and
installed therein.

By order of the Pres-
ident of the Board of
Education of Communi-
ty Consolidated School
District Number 231,
Ogle and Lee Counties,
lllinois.

DATED the 15th day of
December, 2023.
Ashley Jackson
Secretary, Board of Ed-
ucation,

Community Consolidat-
ed School District Num-
ber 231,

Ogle and Lee Counties,
lllinois

No. 1227

(December 20, 2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
The annual Ogle Coun-
ty Township Assessors
Meeting will be held on
Wednesday, January
10th at 10:00 a.m. at
105 S. 5th St, Oregon,
IL. We will meet on the
3rd floor conference
room. The meeting is
held pursuant to 35
ILCS 200/9-15 which
states, in part, that the
supervisor of assess-
ments shall “assemble
all assessors and their
deputies for consulta-
tion and shall instruct
them in uniformity of
their functions.” No ac-
tion will be taken. The
meeting is open to the
public.

Truly, Tricia M. Black,

HILLCREST -

Supervisor of Assess-
ments

December 22, 2023

No. 1229

(December 20, 2023)

101
LEGAL NOTICE

This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers
are  cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially
those  asking for
money in advance.

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers
are  cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially
those  asking for
money in advance.”

113

FINANCIAL
NOTICE Advance
Fee Loans or Credit
Offers Companies
that do  business

by phone can’'t ask
you to pay for credit
before you get it. For
more information, call
toll-free  1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from your
hometown newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

119
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising.  Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those
asking for money in
advance.”

CRESTON

strongly urges any
parent or guardian to
verify the validity of the
license of any facility
before placing a child in
its care.

203
HELP WANTED
81 Year old Man

and his 54 year old
daughter need some
help on a small farm,
live in. 779-251-0161.
Please send resumes
to PO Box 46, Drawer
2, Rochelle, IL 61068.
(MS/OCL 122523)

301
ANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY:
Vintage Metal and Wood
Signs, Milk Bottles &
Local Advertising, Oak
Icebox, Iron Door Stop
and Antique Lighting...
Call Dick Harms at
815-562-2928 or email
dickharms @hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED:
| pay cash for antiques;
furniture,  glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it’s antique,
I’'m interested in looking!
Call 815-562-2928 or
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper
-$3 per Bundle. End
Roll- Cost Depends on
Weight of Roll. Available
Monday-Friday  815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON
ONLY) Rochelle News
Leader.

SPLIT Firewood For
Sale. Contact 779-251-
0254 (120623MR)

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

127
SERVICES AND
REPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn
Care and Tree Work.
Mowing, bushes, spring
clean up, weeding
and much more. Call
Jeremy Furman 815-
761-9619. Please leave
a message will return
call ASAP. Fully insured,
in business since 1999.
Servicing Rochelle and
surrounding areas.

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL,
unless licensed or

holding a permit as a
childcare facility, may
cause to be published
any advertisement
soliciting a child care
service. A childcare
facility that is licensed
or operating under a
permit issued by the
lllinois Department of
Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed or
issued a permit. Your
Hometown Newspaper

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised herein is
subject to the Federal
Fair  Housing  Act,
which makes it illegal
to advertise any
preference, limitation
or discrimination based
on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or national
origin, or intention
to make any such
preferences, limitation
or discrimination. We
will  not  knowingly
accept any advertising
for real estate which is
in violation of the law.
All persons are hereby
informed that dwellings
advertised are available
on an equal opportunity
basis.

A e

with Print

&0nline
ADVERTISING!

o —

307

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEW MILFORD
REFRIGERATION

NEW, USED
SCRATCH & DENT
e Refrigerators ¢ Freezers

e Washers/Dryers ¢ Stoves

We also carry a
large selection
of refurbished
appliances with a
warranty.

6331 11th Street, Rockford

815-262-3900......

apey
Floliclays

The greatest gifts are the
people who bring warmth
to our hearts and smiles to

our faces. Thank you for

brightening our days with your
visits. We hope the holiday

season and the coming year
deliver all of the wonderful

N

ROCHELLE

EWS-

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad

STEWARD

things you deserve,

Best wishes from all of us!

Leader

KINGS -

ASHTON

Not sure
why business
is slow?

is Nnot just
a saying
iN business.

Advertise today
and let your
business be in sight

and in the minds of
your customers.

St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital
Memorials and Honors
P.O. Box 1000, Dept. 142
Memphis, TN 38148-0142
1-800-873-6983
www.stjude.org/tribute

St. Jude Children's
Research Hospital

ALSAC + Danny Thomas, Founder

Reach an engaged and affluent local audience
when you promote your business here. This is a
neighborhood-by-neighborhood guide to local
shopping, dining, events and more, making it

a highly effective place for your business to
advertise directly to the consumer.
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