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BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – With the legalization of 
recreational marijuana in Illinois, small 
town leaders across the state are trying to 
get their arms around the various laws and 
whether they want to allow dispensaries.

City of Rochelle officials held a spe-
cial town hall meeting Monday night to 
discuss the new Cannabis Regulation and 
Taxation Act that will be going into effect 
Jan. 1, 2020 and approximately 50 people 
attended.

The main focus of the meeting was to 
inform the community of the new laws 
and what they will mean, as well as to get 
feedback from residents on the possibility 
of dispensaries opening in town.

During a candidate’s forum earlier 

this spring, several current city leaders 
weighed in on the legalization of cannabis 
and the consensus seemed to favor allow-
ing dispensaries and the accompanying tax 
revenue provided certain ordinances and 
protections were put in place.

The new laws allow adults 21 years 
and older to possess up to 30 grams of 
cannabis and up to five cannabis plants 

in their home for personal use.
“The possession and sale of cannabis is 

only going to be allowed to those who are 
21 and older. Do kids under the age of 21 
smoke cannabis, yes, it is happening now, 
but the sale will not be lawful,” explained 
Dominick Lanzito, Rochelle city attorney.

See LEGAL page 5

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – Rochelle hosted its 
22nd Annual Lincoln Highway Heritage 
Festival this past weekend and it was a hit 
for both residents within the community 
and visiting ones as well. 

The festival took place Friday through 
Sunday with the carnival rides, food and 
drink favorites and live music on tap each 
day among many planned entertainment 
events.

Friday featured the Kiwanis Club’s 
Little Miss Peanut Pageant on the main 
stage before the headlining music act of 
the night, while Sunday included Pan-

cakes in the Park put on by the Lions 
Club and the Lincoln Highway Heritage 
Festival Parade.

One of the most anticipated highlights 
each year is the Hub City Cruisers Car 
Show on Saturday from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
The Saturday morning rain this year kept 
a few of the car owners from coming out, 
but there were still plenty of classic cars 
for attendees to admire. 

“The show is very good, it is a bet-
ter turnout that we thought with the 
rain. Little less cars than normal but the 
weather probably scared them away,” 
said Brad Dewey. 

See FESTIVAL page 2

“This isn’t going to become a scenario where people are 
just walking down the street consuming marijuana.”

Dominick Lanzito

To dispense or not to dispense
Town hall meeting held to inform public of Cannabis Regulation and 

Taxation Act laws, possibility of dispensaries within the city
“...we will be recommending to the planning 
commission and ultimately the mayor and city council 
to put them in the “red areas,” which are industrial 
type zoning. We are trying to keep it away from areas 
that have schools and neighborhoods and parks.”

Jeff Fiegenschuh

An annual tradition continues on

A variety of games, rides and food were available 
during the annual Lincoln Highway Heritage Festival 
this past weekend.

(Photo by Andrew Heiserman)
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Our Online Degree Program
is nothing to yawn about.
It’s affordable & you’ll  never
have to leave your own space!

www.kish.edu/reasons
Register today!

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

R O C H E L L E  – 
Americold of Rochelle 
officials hosted a grand 
opening ceremony for 
their new $93 million 
cold storage facility 
Tuesday morning. 

The event took place 
outside in the parking 
lot of the Americold 
facilities in Rochelle 
and included food, com-
ments from the CEO 
of Americold and the 
Rochelle mayor, a rib-
bon cutting ceremony 
and tours inside the new 

facility. 
The new building, 

features 173,000 square 
feet of refrigerated space 
and 7,000 square feet of 
non-refrigerated space 
for offices, electrical and 
engine rooms, mainte-
nance and other opera-
tional duties. Everything 
within the new facility 
will be 100 percent fully 
automated and it will 
also feature a state-of-
the-art fire protection 
system, eliminating the 
need for a traditional 
sprinkler system. 

“This building took 
about 50 man years of 

Americold celebrates new facility
“We think it might 
be the most 
technologically 
advanced building 
in the world.”

David Stuver

engineering to build, 
and with its fire suppres-
sion system, there is no 
chance for a fire,” said 
David Stuver, executive 
vice president “We think 
it might be the most tech-

nologically advanced 
building in the world.”

When products arrive 
at the Americold facility 
they are picked up by a 
crane which then brings 
the full pallets over to a 

robot that will then go in 
and delayer the contents. 
And then ultimately if 
the customer only wants 
one case or so of the 
product, it then travels 
down a conveyer belt to 
a work demand station. 
Some of the benefits of 
this automated system 
are eliminating the need 
for workers to travel 
the entire distance of 
the facility to receive a 
package and it decreases 
the amount of times the 
packages are touched at 
the facility. 

See FOOD page 4
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See us for all your tire needs! 
Call Mel or Barb in our service department.

Service Department open Saturdays 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
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Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
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Lic# 055-013999
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Plumbing, Heating, Air 
Conditioning, Drinking water 

systems, Water Heaters, 
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One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976
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Hwy 251 N. Rochelle • 815-562-6039

Serving Rochelle’s Favorite Chicken
   for over 40 years!
By the Snack–Dinner–Bucket!
Enjoy 16 flavors of ice 
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malts & shakes

See us on Facebook for daily specials!
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Italian Beef, Seafood, Sandwiches, 
Sausages, Shrimp, Homemade Soups

Breakfast: Sausage Gravy With Biscuits
and Tater Tots

OUR MENU
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catering menu! 08
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ROCHELLE — The Rochelle Masonic Lodge 
enjoyed a busy Saturday during this past weekend’s 
Lincoln Highway Heritage Festival.

The organization not only served up root beer floats 
for the community outside the lodge building, but it 
also announced the winners of its successful gun raffle 
fundraiser.

“It was a good day for us,” said Mason Bud Norcross. 
“The weather ended up being very nice and we must 
have served close to 150 floats on Saturday.”

The drawing for the gun raffle was held at 2 p.m. on 
Saturday afternoon with two winners being announced, 
including first place winner Donna Page, of Ashton, 
and second place winner Jack Thompson, of Steward.

Page will have first choice of either a Sig Sauer P 
238 Compact Pistol .380 ACP or a Glock 17 Gen 4 
Postol 8 MM.

“The raffle really went well,” Norcross said. “We 
had great participation and sold out all of the available 
tickets.”

Norcross recognized Hickory Ridge Arms for pro-
viding the firearms, Hub Printing for donating the raffle 
tickets and the Rochelle News-Leader for advertising 
the event.

“We really had strong local support and by adver-
tising in the News-Leader, the Rochelle Shopper and 
through the paper’s website and social media venues, 
we really reached a wide audience,” Norcross said. “I 
actually had many people see the advertising and call 
me up directly to buy tickets.”

A portion of the proceeds from the drawing will go 
toward community programs and services provided 
throughout the year by the Masonic Lodge members.

Proceeds fund community programs, services

Sue Messer draws the winning tickets for the Rochelle Masonic Lodge gun raffle while lodge member Bud Nor-
cross looks on Saturday afternoon. Raffle winners were Donna Page of Ashton and Jack Thompson of Steward.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

From page 1

Even though there may 
have been slightly fewer 
cars than normal, that 
didn’t stop car fans from 
finding their favorite ones 
of the bunch.  

“My favorite car from 
the show has to be one of 
the two 1966 Chevy 2 No-
vas,” added Kim Hawkins. 

While the car show 
and live bands were the 
favorite part of the festival 
for many of the adults, the 
carnival rides and games 
drew the attention of many 
of the kids. But for one kid 
attending with his father 
and sister, his favorite 
part is walking around and 
looking at all the different 
shops set up. 

“My experience has 
been pretty good so far, but 
my favorite year was two 
years ago when they had 
three times as many shops 
and a lot more stuff,” said 

FESTIVAL: Fun in the ‘Hub City’

Liam Wise.
Among the other events 

throughout the weekend 
was a flag raising ceremo-
ny at noon on Saturday. 
The ceremony took place 
at the north end of the 
festival and the large flag 

was hung from the ladder 
of one of the Rochelle Fire 
Department engines. 

Whether attending for 
the live music and carnival 
rides with the family or for 
the car show with friends, 
this festival has become an 

end of summer celebration 
for the whole community. 

“This event is a great 
way for the community 
to come together when the 
school year is starting, it is 
a great time for the kids to 
have fun,” said Jodi Riley.

A group of attendees waiting to go next on the car-
nival ride “The Zipper.”

(PHOTO BY ANDREW HEISERMAN)

Above, festival-goers wait in line to ride the dragon 
roller coaster inside the carnival Saturday. At left, 
dancers entertain during the parade Sunday.

One couple attending the car show as they admire the engine of the cars in the 
show on Saturday.

(PHOTO BY ANDREW HEISERMAN)

(PHOTO BY JENNIFER SIMMONS)

(PHOTO BY ANDREW HEISERMAN)
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221 Powers Rd., Hwy. 251 North
Rochelle, Illinois

815-562-2465
OPEN

MON-FRI
8AM-5PM

MASTERBEND

SPECIALIZING IN ALL AREAS OF 
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

WE OFFER LOCAL VEHICLE PICKUP & DROP OFF

We are able to 
service and honor 

extended warranties 
and contracts!

03272016

CRESTON — Creston Booster Days is 
rapidly approaching. As part of the annual 
community celebration, nominations are 
being accepted for the annual Theodore 
Cederholm Community Service Award. 
Any resident of the Creston area is eligible.

This year Creston Booster Days occurs 
Sept. 14, 15 and 16.

The selection committee is looking for 
individuals who have contributed of their 
time and worked for the betterment of the 
greater Creston area.

The individual may have held public 
office. They may have worked on projects 
in the Creston area. They may be local 
businessmen. The prime consideration is 
their contribution to community service. 

Cederholm
Ted Cederholm served his friends and 

neighbors as Mayor of the village for 27 
years. He was a member of St. John’s Lu-
theran Church, he was a Mason, and was 

a founding member of the Creston Booster 
Club. The award was established by his 
family and the Creston Booster Club the 
year after his death in 1981 and has been 
presented at Booster Days for 35 years.

To nominate an individual, the person 
needs to fill out the nominating petition 
(see below) or write a letter describing the 
individual’s years of service in the Creston 
community area. The completed nomina-
tion must be mailed to:  Cederholm Award, 
PO Box 62, Creston, IL 60113.

Entries must be received by Friday, 
Sept. 6 for consideration. Nominations may 
also be dropped off at the Creston-Dement 
Library, Headon’s Fine Meats, and Casey’s 
in Creston by Friday, Sept. 6.

Announcement of the 2019 recipient 
will be made after the Community Church 
Service on Sunday. The recipient will 
ride in the parade, and the name will join 
previous recipients’ names on the plaque 
in Booster Park.

BY ANDREW HEISEMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – It has 
been nearly eight months 
since Tyler Lent and his 
family got the news that 
he had been diagnosed 
with Myelodysplastic 
Syndrome (MDS), a rare 
form of bone marrow 
cancer.

In January, doctors 
discovered the cancer 
had progressed into leu-
kemia of the bone, which 
is extremely rare in 
children. Leukemia gen-
erally occurs within the 
blood, but in certain rare 
cases, can occur within 
the bone marrow. 

“From what the doc-
tors said was most of 
the time the condition 
occurs in older people, 
like over 55, it is hardly 
ever in kids. They said 
the number was like one 
in a million,” said Jessica 
Bays, Tyler’s aunt. 

After receiving the 
diagnosis, the first step 
was to test to see if the 
cancer were genetic, so 
that Tyler might possibly 
receive a bone marrow 
transplant from one of 
his two siblings. The test 
came back negative, so 

physicians then had to test 
the siblings to determine 
who carried the closest 
gene. Even though they 
are biological siblings, it 
is not guaranteed to be a 
perfect match. The older 
sister came back as a 50 
percent match and the 
youngest sister came back 
as a perfect 100 percent 
match. 

After learning the 
younger sibling was a 
match, a chemotherapy 
treatment began. Lent 
received three rounds 
of chemotherapy, with 
each round lasting six 
days after which his body 
was given four weeks to 
recover before receiving 
another round of chemo. 

“Me and my family 
were freaking out won-
dering why they would 
wait so long because the 
cancer cells can grow 
back,” Bays said. “But 
with the chemo it actually 
goes in his IV and it is so 
slow moving it actually 
takes a week for it to start 
working, and gives his 
body and his organs time 
to recover.” 

The first and second 
rounds of chemotherapy 
were unsuccessful of 
ridding all the cancer and 

it wasn’t until two weeks 
ago that the test results 
from the third round of 
chemo came back, indi-
cating he was officially 
cancer free. While the 
chemotherapy killed the 
cancer that was inside of 
Lent, it also killed neces-
sary functions of his body, 
including his immune 
system and many of his 
cells. This is where the 
100 percent match from 

his sister comes into play. 
By using the stem 

cells from his sister and 
injecting them into Lent, 
his body will be allowed 
to recover back to good 
health. This is not an 
easy process, but one that 
was crucial in helping 
Lent heal. His youngest 
sister, Brooklyn, was 
given injections every 
day for an entire week 
to help thicken her blood 

and double her cells. 
She then received a port 
into the main vein in her 
neck and was hooked up 
to a machine called the 
strainer. 

“What they do is they 
hook up this machine 
to her and they pull her 
blood out, because in your 
blood is your red blood 
cells, white blood cells 
and your platelets. It then 
strains out her stem cells 
which are then injected 
into Tyler to get him back 
to where he needs to be,” 
explained Bays.

The straining process 
took a total of six and a 
half hours, and Lent is 
currently moving back 
and forth between Ann 
and Robert H. Lurie Chil-
dren’s Hospital and the 
Ronald McDonald house 
in Chicago. Hospital 
staff are monitoring him 

multiple times a day and 
giving him anti-rejection 
medication to help his 
body accept the stem cells 
that he received.

Some of his favorite 
activities are playing 
with Legos, playing his 
Nintendo Switch and 
playing Minecraft. If 
everything goes accord-
ing to plan, his family is 
hoping he will be home 
by Christmas.

While this whole pro-
cess has been very hard 
on Tyler and his family, 
his mother could not have 
asked for more support 
from the community. 

“I am beyond grateful 
for the love and support 
from everyone in the 
community, to give me 
the opportunity to be here 
for my son when he needs 
me the most,” expressed 
Angela Lent.

Love down to the marrow
“I am beyond grateful for 
the love and support from 
everyone in the community, to 
give me the opportunity to be 
here for my son when he needs 
me the most.”

Angela Lent

Nominations being 
taken for annual 
Cederholm Award

Nomination

Name of individual: _________________________________________________   

Years in the community: _____________________________________________

Why this individual should be considered: _______________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Person making nomination: ___________________________________________

Fresh picked daily
ROCHELLE — For nearly 40 

years, Jerry Seebach has been selling 
sweet corn from his back yard and the 
tradition continues until, hopefully, the 
end of this month.

“Hopefully we will have corn until 
the end of August,” he said. 

Seebach began planting the almost 
3-acres of corn with a two-row planter 
he received from Norm Skare and he 
did the work by hand.

This year, Seebach’s son, Jeff, did 
the planting and much of the work as 
Jerry has not been able to do it himself 
this season.

“Jeff planted this year, sprayed and 
he picks early in the morning before 
he goes to work,” Jerry said. “The 
neighbor boy, Andy, has helped a lot 
too, and we have had a lot of friends 

who have helped too.”
Seebach sells all bi-color sweet 

corn for $5 per dozen along with other 
garden vegetables such as zucchini, 
squash and cucumbers. 

“I’ve had a lot of good experiences 
over the years,” Seebach said.

Seebach’s sweet corn is available at 
his farm, located at the corner of Kyte 
and Center Road in Rochelle.

Fresh picked bi-color sweet corn is available at Jerry Seebach’s farm at the 
corner of Kyte and Center roads daily for $5 per dozen.

Tyler Lent with his youngest sister, Brooklyn
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ROCHELLE — Mary Jeanne 
Lingenfelter May passed away Aug. 
17, 2019. She was born in Aurelia, 
Iowa, July 9, 1923, to Fred Bondurant 
and Mary Helen (Gra-
ham) Lingenfelter. 

She attended grade 
school in Mitchell-
ville and Des Moines, 
Iowa, and then grad-
uated high school in 
Bondurant, Iowa, in 
June 1941. That fall, Jeanne entered 
Drake University in Des Moines 
where she met her future husband, 
Phil W. May, Jr. She also became a 
member of the Kappa Kappa Gamma 
Sorority at Drake University. 

Jeanne and Phil were married Feb. 
10, 1944, at the University Church of 
Christ in Des Moines. At that time, 
Phil was in the Army Air Corps and 
flew the P-40 fighter plane. Follow-
ing WWII, Jeanne and Phil moved to 
Phil’s hometown of Rochelle, where 
they became active in the community 
and raised their family.

Despite the demands of family, 
Jeanne was always an active volun-
teer. She was a Rochelle Community 
Hospital Board Member and a hos-
pital Auxiliary member where she 
served as president. Jeanne helped 
start the hospital gift shop and vol-
unteered there for many years. She 
was a member of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution and served 
three times as Chapter Regent, a Di-
vision Director, and State Recording 

Secretary from 1997 - 1999.  Jeanne 
was a member of the PEO Sisterhood 
since 1951 and three times served 
as its president. Other organizations 
she was active in were the Rochelle 
Service Club, the League of Women 
Voters, Campfire Girls and she be-
came a Rotary Paul Harris Fellow. 
Jeanne was always ready to lend a 
helping hand and her volunteerism 
over the years has greatly helped 
many organizations, people and 
causes in Rochelle. She was an active 
lifelong member of the Presbyterian 
Church. 

Jeanne loved her home, family, 
friends and community and pets, but 
she also loved to travel.  Jeanne and 
Phil were fortunate enough to have 
taken several wonderful trips during 
their marriage. They traveled to Swe-
den, England, Norway, Denmark, 
Germany, Alaska, Hawaii, Mexico, 
Canada, and the Panama Canal plus 
trips to many of our states. Phil was 
the organizer of the trips and Jeanne 
the willing travel partner.

Jeanne also worked for many years 
as a Real Estate Broker with May Re-
alty and served a term as treasurer for 
the Ogle County Realtor Board. She 
enjoyed working as a Realtor because 
she said it offered her an opportunity 
to meet and help new people.

Jeanne and Phil had three children, 
Phillip W. (Joan) May III of Durango, 
Colorado, James Frederick (Meri-
lyn) May of Rochelle, and Deborah 
(Steve) May Scherer of Los Angeles, 

California. Grandchildren are Phillip 
W. May IV, John Cory May, Rachael 
Scherer, and Dr. Benjamin Scherer. 
Step-grandchildren are Dana Ptucha 
and Jay Taft. Great-grandchildren 
are Taylor May, Aiden Redsteer, 
Devon Guerra, Leo Jellen, Jacob 
Scherer and Maxwell Scherer, plus 
great-great-grandchildren, Sale-
na Guerra and Liam May. Step 
great-grandchildren include Bricen 
Babcock, Zachery Taylor, Haley Taft, 
Trey Taft, Roxy Taft, Tara Ptucha 
and Tessa Ptucha, plus great-great 
step grandsons, Graham Taylor and 
Quinn Taylor. Jeanne also had many 
wonderful nieces and nephews that 
she loved dearly. She was especially 
close to niece, Anne Avery of Mon-
treal, Canada.

Jeanne was preceded in death by 
her parents, Fred and Helen Lingen-
felter; her husband, Phil W. May Jr.; 
and her brother, Dr. John Lingenfelter 
of Kingman, Arizona. 

Cremation care is provided by the 
Unger-Horner Funeral Home and 
Cremation Services, 400 N. Sixth 
St. in Rochelle. 

Memorials may be directed to 
the Rochelle Community Hospital 
Auxiliary, the Rochelle Senior Cen-
ter, or the First Presbyterian Church 
of Rochelle. 

A private family service to cele-
brate her life will be held at a later 
date. 

Visit www.ungerhorner.com to 
sign the online guest book.
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OREGON — Ethan Robert 
Thomas, 35, of Oregon and formerly 
of Chana, a son any mom and dad 
would be proud of, died Friday, Aug. 
16, 2019 from injuries received in 
a work place accident. 

He was born Oct. 15, 1983 
in Rockford, the son of Howard 
“Duke” and Mindy (Mearns) 
Thomas and was a Mayflower de-
scendant. Ethan was a 2002 graduate 
of Oregon High School, worked 
with his dad at Thomas Plumbing 
& Heating and for the past seven 
years employed by CIG Logistics 
in Rochelle. 

He loved his dog, Hooch, loved 
movies (with an extensive collec-
tion) especially Batman with the 
Joker, helped with the old Chana 
School, and always had a joke or 
a story. Ethan loved his nieces and 
nephews, and they loved him, and 
enjoyed cheering on his twin brothers 

running track. 
He was a die-hard Chicago Cubs 

and Bears fan, highlighted by the 
Cub’s World Series win, going to 
the victory parade in 
Chicago. He once en-
tered a 72-ounce steak 
eating contest in Ama-
rillo, Texas, which was 
broadcast live and just 
missed completing the 
challenge. 

Although not a 
church goer, he was a Christian. 
An all-around good guy, Ethan was 
always there to lend a hand to anyone 
that needed help and will surely be 
missed. He had the absolute greatest 
and most giving heart. 

He is survived by his parents, 
Duke and Mindy Thomas of Chana; 
brothers, Ryan Thomas of Oregon, 
Garrett Thomas of Oregon and 
Jordan (Tabitha) Thomas of Mt. 

Morris; niece, Ainsley Thomas of 
Mt. Morris; grandparents, Marvin 
and Juanita Miller of Mt. Morris; and 
numerous aunts, uncles and cousins.

He is preceded in death by his 
grandparents, Robert Mearns and 
Howard and Marie Thomas; un-
cle, Matt Mearns; uncles, Wayne 
Thomas, Robert Thomas and Roger 
Fisher; aunt Nancy Greenfield; and 
cousin, Matt Thomas. 

Funeral services will be held 
at 11 a.m. on Thursday, Aug. 22 
in Farrell-Holland-Gale Funeral 
Home with Pastor David Rogula 
officiating, Oregon. Burial will be 
in Daysville Cemetery. Visitation 
will be held from 4 to 7 p.m. on 
Wednesday in the funeral home.  

In lieu of flowers, memorials in 
Ethan’s name may be made to Tails 
Humane Society, DeKalb. 

Visit www.farrellhollandgael.
com.

Obituaries

Ethan Thomas

Mary Jeanne May

ROCHELLE — Cathy Jean Thomas, 67, of 
Rochelle, passed away Monday, Aug. 19, 2019, 
at Rochelle Community Hospital. 

Arrangements are pending with Unger-Horner 
Funeral Home and Cremation Services, Rochelle. 
Visit www.ungerhorner.com.

Cathy Jean Thomas

From page 1

“Clearly speed is one 
of the benefits, the ability 
to be able to bring product 
off the rail, induct it very 
quickly and seamlessly 
without a lot of touches.  
With reduced touches 
you have less damage, 
you have less inventory 
shrink and things like 
that,” explained Fred 
Boehler, president and 
CEO of Americold.

Food 
partnership
In addition to complet-

ing the project, Ameri-

cold has also partnered 
with Feed the Children to 
continue its commitment 
to fighting childhood 
hunger and providing 
resources to the local 
communities the compa-
ny serves. Immediately 
fol lowing the grand 
opening event, Ameri-
cold employees,  the 
city manager and mayor 
and Feed the Children 
handed out more than 
200 boxes of food and 
essentials to families 
within the community at 
VFW park. 

“Feed the Children 
is proud to partner with 
Americold to help vul-

nerable children and 
struggling families in 
Rochelle,” said Feed the 
Children president and 
CEO Travis Arnold in a 
press release. “We know 
that when we combine 
our efforts, we will have 
a greater impact on the 
lives of families who 
need us most.”  

Bearrows said the 
City of Rochelle is 

very grateful for Ameri-
cold and everything the 
company does for the 
community.

“Rochelle is truly 
blessed to have Ameri-
cold making a long-term 
commitment in the com-
munity with creating 
jobs and helping with 
daily activities,” said 
Bearrows at Tuesday’s 
ceremony. 

FOOD: Americold partners with Feed the Children

Joe Allegro from Feed the Children, John Doherty the 
chef, Gary Sloan Chief Operating Officer for Feed the 
Children and Hogan Thomas Vice President of cor-
porate partnerships and donor relations at Feed the 
Children were on hand Tuesday at VFW Park.

Rochelle Mayor John Bearrows helps Gary Sloan load 
boxes of food into the trunk of one family in need 
Tuesday at VFW Park where the Feed the Children 
and Americold partnership project was held.
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1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.

Dr. Nicole Marquardt 
Dr. Steve Baker 
Dr. Taryn Pfeiffer
Dr. Lynn Deets

Space Available
Advertise With Us

 Call Janine 
815-561-2153

Scout ______________
Hi!! I’m Scout and I’m only 10 months old. With these big 
brown eyes and my fantabulous ears, I’m sure to bring 
happiness and a sense of fun to any house-hold. I’m still 
a puppy so have plenty of energy and am always up for 
an adventure. I do very well with the other dogs in Tails’ 
playgroups. Running around with them and taking a dip in 
the swimming pool is my idea of a good time. When I need 
to do my business, I go to the door and cry to let you know. 
At 55#s with lots of zip, I’d do best in a home with older 
kids. Other than house training, no one ever took the time 
to teach me things so I’d also be very excited if you took me 
to school. Please don’t make me wait one more day! 

B
R

O
U

G
H
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U
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Y

:

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.org

PET OF 
THE WEEK

Did you know?
Be aware of human foods that are 

poisonous to dogs and cats. 
Watch out for raisins, grapes, 
macadamia nuts, 
onions, garlic, 

unbaked yeast bread dough, 
fatty foods and 

chocolate.
24/7 ANIMAL POISON CONTROL 

CENTER: 855-764-7661

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – The 
Rochelle Rescue Mission 
has been open for just over 
a year and a half and has 
already helped many peo-
ple from the community 
in need. 

The mission is a Chris-
tian based organization that 
aims to provide temporary 
shelter and guidance so that 
eventually a more perma-
nent solution can be found. 
The mission operates 24 
hours a day, seven days 
a week and can house up 
to 20 individuals. There is 
room to sleep seven males, 
six females and two family 
rooms, one that fits three 
and another that fits four. 
Along with a living room, 
showers and more. 

While the mission pro-
vides hot showers, food 
and shelter, they also help 
the individuals with more 
than just amenities. 

“Along with temporary 
housing, we also offer 
mentoring on skills need-
ed to become successful 
in order to return to their 
independence, such as tu-
toring, reading to children, 
helping find jobs, creating a 

resume, as well as working 
with others here in town,” 
explained Autumn True, 
executive director of the 
mission. 

The idea for the mission 
started back in 2016 when 
a few of the current board 
of directors saw there was 
a need in the City of Ro-
chelle. The first guest was 
housed in December of 
2017 and the next spring 
the mission saw an increase 
in people.

“Since we have opened, 
we have housed 75 people 
with a total of 2,377 nights 
and counting,” added True.

If someone is in need 
of help, the first thing 
they must do is contact 
the director and schedule 
an appointment to partici-
pate in a screening process 
before they can begin their 
stay at the mission. The 
mission is a very safe en-
vironment, the front door 
remains locked at all times 
and the area is under audio 
and video surveillance. 
Screening processes are 
done to help ensure the 
safety of the individuals 
stating at the mission. 

It is the missions goal to 
help anyone from the com-
munity in need, but there 

Helping those most in need

are certain guidelines that 
they must follow to keep 
it a safe environment for 
everyone involved. 

“We have admission 
guidelines that we must 
adhere to for the safety of 
all staff and guests. We can-
not accept registered sex 

offenders or anyone with a 
history of severe criminal 
acts or violent offenses,” 
said True. “The mission is 
also a sober facility so we 
cannot accept anyone un-
der the influence of drugs 
or alcohol.”

For all other policies 

and procedures call the 
Rochelle Rescue Mission. 

Since their opening, the 
Rochelle Rescue Mission 
has helped many families 
and individuals with their 
own success stories. But 
one of True’s favorite ones 
to share is about a couple 
that came here on a Grey 
Hound Bus. 

“My favorite one to 
share is about a couple who 
came here on a Grey Hound 
bus for a job here in town. 
Once they arrived, they 
went to the place they were 
supposed to be staying at 

and it was empty and to 
top it all off the grey hound 
bus lost all of the male’s 
belongings. This is what 
the mission is all about 
so we jumped at the bit 
as soon as we got the call 
to help them,” explained 
True. “We got them warm 
food, clothes, a nice hot 
shower and a comfy bed to 
sleep in until they could get 
a place to call home again. 
Their names were Marc and 
Sophia and they still stay in 
contact with me to this day. 

The Rescue Mission has 
helped many people in the 
community and hopes to 
continue to grow and help 
many more.

The mission is always in 
need of volunteers, whether 
it is a quick visit or a couple 
hour shift, any amount of 
help is appreciated. If time 
is unavailable to be donated, 
monetary donations of any 
kind are also accepted. To 
sign up to volunteer call 
815-561-2731 or email 
rochellerescuemission.
com to set up a volunteer 
orientation. And to make a 
donation visit their website 
at rochellerescuemission.
org or visit the Rochelle 
Rescue Mission Facebook 
page. 

The common area at the Rochelle Rescue Mission.

“Since we have opened, we 
have housed 75 people with 
a total of 2,377 nights and 
counting.”

Autumn True

From page 1

While it is legal to purchase and 
possess cannabis if 21 or over, it 
was brought up in the meeting that 
it will still be illegal to consume in 
any public places or non-designat-
ed areas. It will also be illegal to 
consume cannabis while driving or 
before driving a motor vehicle or in 
close proximity to a school, church, 
playground or by anyone underage.

“This isn’t going to become 
a scenario where people are just 
walking down the street consuming 
marijuana,” said Lanzito.

If the city does decide to allow 
dispensaries to open within town, 
possible locations were also brain-
stormed during the meeting. A pos-
sible idea for where the dispensaries 
could be located would be within 

the industrial district in order to 
keep them away from schools and 
children. 

“As a staff, what we have talked 
about is that if it is allowed, we will 
be recommending to the planning 
commission and ultimately the 
mayor and city council to put them 
in the “red areas,” which are indus-
trial type zoning. We are trying to 
keep it away from areas that have 
schools and neighborhoods and 
parks,” stated Jeff Fiegenschuh, city 
manager, adding the most effective 
way of controlling the dispensaries 
is with the city zoning ordinances.

Public comment
During the forum, community 

members were given the opportunity 
to write down questions, comments 
and concerns that were read aloud 

and addressed by the city manager 
and village attorney. There were 
many different opinions on the topic, 
some attendees in favor of legaliza-
tion and others opposed.

“This a hot issue with me because 
I had a son addicted to the stuff and 
it was ruining his life, and thank God 
he got off of it and he is clean, he is 
a new man,” exclaimed one resident.

“We have seen what has happened 
in other states and they have come 
out very well with it. I as an ordained 
minister stand behind this one hun-
dred percent, with no baggage on my 
part because I have never smoked 
in my life,” said another citizen 
attending the meeting.

No decisions or ordinances were 
made at the meeting, and more dis-
cussions are likely between now and 
the end of the year.

LEGAL: Several community members 
voice concerns, others support On Aug. 17, at 12:50 a.m., following a traffic stop at 

Illinois Route 64 and Limekiln Road, deputies arrested 
Alvin L Griffey, 63, of Byron, for DUI. Griffey was trans-
ported to the Ogle County Jail and held in lieu of bond.

Aug. 18
On Aug. 18, at approximately 9:25 p.m., deputies con-

ducted a traffic stop in the 2000 block of West Illinois Route 
64. After a short investigation, deputies arrested Matthew 
R. Krause, 28, of Chicago, for unlawful possession of 
cannabis 10-30 grams. Krause was issued a citation for 
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia. Krause was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail where he was held in lieu of bond.

Aug. 20
On Aug. 20, at 7:05 a.m., deputies were dispatched to 

120 Azalea Ave. in reference to a domestic call. After an 
investigation, deputies arrested Taylor Hilgen, 25, of Davis 
Junction, for domestic battery. Hilgen was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail where she is being held in lieu of bond. 

On Aug. 20, Jarrod Martin, 31, of Rochelle, was arrested 
for failure to appear. Martin had a bond of $3,000, and 
Martin did post his bond. Martin was released from the 
Ogle County Jail. Martin will return for court on Sept. 
13 at 9 a.m.

Man arrested for DUI

On Aug. 16, at 8:33 p.m., Rochelle police arrested 
Xavier S. Thomas, 29, of Rochelle, on a DeKalb County 
warrant. He was transported to jail.

On Aug. 17, at 2:16 a.m., Rochelle police arrested 
James M. Hook, 39, of Rochelle, for driving under the 
influence and resisting a police officer. He posted $100 
bond. His court date is set for Sept. 27. 

On Aug. 17, at 2:23 p.m., Rochelle police arrested 
Juan Rodrigues Jr, 40, of Rochelle, for domestic battery. 
He was transported to jail. 

On Aug. 17, at 8:21 p.m., Rochelle police cited 
Nicholas J. Underhile, 19, of Rochelle, for failure to 
reduce speed and failure to secure a child under eight. 
He issued a promise to comply. His court date is set 

for Sept. 27. 
On Aug. 17, at 9:15 p.m., Rochelle police arrested 

Chiffon S. Felix, 41, of Rochelle, on an Ogle County 
warrant. She was transported to jail.

On Aug. 17, at 11:27 p.m., Rochelle police arrested 
Vidal R. Mancilla, 27, of Rochelle, on an Ogle County 
warrant. He was transported to jail.

Man arrested on DeKalb County warrant charge
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Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

Question: 
The new school year is underway. What advice would you give to a student 

that you wish someone had given you?

“Pay attention to teachers, 
they know more than you 
do. And take it seriously, 
but not too seriously, have 
fun because you are still 
young.”

Joe Gomez

“I am a former teacher and I 
would always tell my kids to 
take pride in their work. Even 
to this day I still tell people 
that. Success in life will come 
if you’re willing to pay the 
price to see the prize.”

Sam Graber

“Keep your head in the 
books, study and pay 
attention more. And stay in 
school.”

Evelyn Potter

VOICE ON THE STREET

Letter to the Editor

Scott Reeder

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                     dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Shirley Reif  sreif@crestfoods.com
Jean Tess  dtess503@comcast.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                             jrvtlv02@msn.com       
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Robert Walsh  bob.walsh@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Brent Tracy  brent.tracy@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board
Mic Brooks mbrooks@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodi Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Jamey Sulser  jsulser@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
Kim Whalen  kwhalen@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Deanne Haub  hobnob67@comcast.net
Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mike Misch  mmfam@live.com
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us

Pam Pitman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Jeanie Sparacino jsparacino@hillcrestil.us
Rich Elliott  relliott@hillcrestil.us
*Jason Fore  jfore@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Kent Chidley  kenarfarms@yahoo.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

IMAGINE the 
disappointment of 
getting ready to put 

on civilian clothes and 
walk out the prison gate 
and then being told, “Oh, 
never mind.” 

That’s what reportedly 
happened 
to former 
Illinois 
Gov. Rod 
Blagojev-
ich last 
week, 
when 
President 
Don-
ald Trump waffled on 
whether to commute his 
sentence. 

I almost felt sorry for 
Blagojevich. Almost. 

But then I remem-
bered Blagojevich also 
governed with a wetted 
finger in the air trying to 
figure out which way the 
political breeze was blow-
ing any particular day. He 
changed his mind often. 

So far, he has served a 
little over half of his 14-
year sentence. But Trump 
said, “I think he was 
treated very, very unfairly. 
His name is Rod Blago-
jevich and I’m thinking 
about commuting his 
sentence.”

The statement hacked 
off Illinois’ Republican 
members of Congress 
who wrote a letter to 
Trump telling him to keep 
“Blago” in the clink. 

Later,  the president 
tweeted about Blagojev-
ich’s sentence, saying 
“White House is continu-
ing review of this matter.”

According to Fox 
News, a member of the 
president’s administration 
halted the commutation 
because the person was 
“concerned from the pub-
lic push back.”

Imagine what it must 
have been like to find out 
by Tweet that you will 
remain separated from  
your wife, two daughters 
— and  hair dye — for 
maybe another seven 
years. 

I wanted to feel bad for 
Blagojevich, but then I 
remembered Lynn Raney.

You probably have 
never heard of Raney. He 
was an ordinary fellow 
who worked for the State 
of Illinois organizing cer-
emonies and events. He 

taught art in schools and 
volunteered for the Boy 
Scouts. He was a nice guy 
all the way around. 

On Blagojevich’s first 
day in office, Raney orga-
nized a news conference 
for the governor. I was 
standing next to Raney, 
notebook in hand, when 
Blagojevich’s press aides 
handed out a news release 
announcing the people the 
governor was firing.

I heard Raney gasp as 
he read the release and 
saw his own name on the 
list.

Imagine being asked 
to organize the news 
conference where they 
would announce your 
firing. 

Does it get any lower 
than that?

Well, maybe finding 
out by Tweet that you’re 
not going to be released 
from prison after all 
comes close. But still…

The same week that 
Raney learned of his 
firing at the news con-
ference he organized, 
Blagojevich hosted an-
other media event. This 
time it was to condemn 
people who were being 
paid for unused vacation 
time at the end of their 
careers with the state. 

Blagojevich issued 
a press release listing 
names of the “worst of-
fenders.”

One of the people on 
the list was Kim Knauer, 
a hard worker who was 
spokesperson for the Il-
linois Board of Education 
for 20 years. Even during 
her seven-year battle 
with breast cancer, she 
worked long hours. She 
died two weeks before 
Blagojevich took office.

At the end of the 
news conference, several 
reporters approached the 
governor and asked if 
he was aware one of the 
people on the list had just 
died.

The governor respond-
ed by saying  if she had 
taken more vacation time 
she might still be alive. 

Try as I might, I 
just can’t feel sorry 
for Blagojevich. I do 
have sympathy for his 
wife and two daughters 
though. Like 2.3 million 
other American families, 
they know the pain of 

Beg you not to pardon
being separated from a 
loved one who is incar-
cerated. 

But should they get 
special treatment because 
the criminal in their fam-
ily knows the president? 

Let’s not forget 
Blagojevich is in prison 
for attempting to trade an 
appointment to Barack 
Obama’s U.S. Senate 
seat for personal gain, 
as well as for trying to 
shake down executives 
from a children’s hospi-
tal and the horse-racing 
industry for campaign 
contributions.

Corruption of this 
severity warrants a 
lengthy prison sentence.  
My thoughts when he 
was sentenced were that 
14 years wasn’t nearly 
enough. 

There are many 
people in prison serving 
lengthy sentences who 
deserve to have their 
time behind bars short-
ened. But Blagojevich 
isn’t one of them.

Scott Reeder is a vet-
eran statehouse journalist 
and a freelance reporter. 
ScottReeder1965@gmail.
com.

Dear Editor,
For some time I’ve been watching obitu-

aries in the Rockford paper and am so happy 
each time I see memorials designated to 
Rockford Rescue Mission. Rockford Res-
cue Mission helps so very many people in 
a year’s time and takes not a cent from the 
government, they are able to offer programs 
to those addicted to alcohol and drugs 
and share the love of Christ, give them a 
place to live for a year or longer until they 
are finally well, and offer job training for 
those who have recovered enough to live 
on their own. 

Not only to those who are addicted, the 
Rockford Rescue Mission provides a safe 
place for women and children who are 
homeless. They provide food, clothing, job 
training, medical aid such as doctors, dentists 
and help for those with diabetic needs. 

When my husband and I toured the 
mission recently, we saw a model of a 
diabetic foot and were appalled to see the 
horrible damage feet can suffer when wet 
or frostbitten with no proper footwear to 
protect them. 

All assistance to guests of Rockford 
Rescue Mission is given with great care 
and kindness, but this all takes money. 
As many people have left the Rock River 
Valley to move out of state, the needs con-
tinue to grow for the mission with fewer 
to donate. In the last year, 173,360 meals 
have been served; 2,664 men, women and 
children received shelter; 4,471 medical, 
chiropractic and dental appointments were 
provided; Men’s Crisis served 1,431 dif-
ferent men; Women’s Crisis served 1,041 
women and children; Men’s and Women’s 
Life Recovery served 114 men and women. 
There were 848 participants in education 
with 465 assessments and 140 vocational 
training certificates.

Won’t you consider sending Rockford 
Rescue Mission a gift today? If you would 
like a tour of the facilities to actually see 
with your own eyes the help being given 
in the Rockford area, please call Rockford 
Rescue Mission at 815-965-5332. Thank 
you and God bless you.

Jeri Johns
Rochelle

Supports Rockford Rescue Mission
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Coffee Break
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FROM THE HEART  
DAILY CASH WINNERS

ROCHELLE – Kitchen Table Inc. will join nearly 
50 nonprofit cafes across the country for National 
Everybody Eats Week from Aug. 25 through Aug. 31.

National Everybody Eats Week is a nationally coordi-
nated campaign to help consumers understand the power 
they have in ending hunger in their own community. 

What if deciding where to eat for dinner also involved 
deciding how you can make a difference right here in 
Rochelle? 

“There is power in how you spend your money,” says 
Julie Williams, President of One World Everybody Eats. 
“Empowered consumers can do so much more than a 
single organization.” 

Kitchen Table Inc. is a nonprofit pay-what-you-can 
café, affiliated with the One World Everybody Eats 
community café network. Here, diners determine what 
to pay based on what they can afford. And those who 
can, are asked to pay-it-forward to help our neighbors 
in need. 

“During National Everybody Eats Week Kitchen 
Table Inc. will open at 4 p.m. on both Tuesday and 
Thursday and stay open until 8 p.m. We will offer prize 
giveaways, bring a friend along to introduce them to a 
new way to dine,” owner Carolyn Brown said.

Kitchen Table Inc. encourages all Rochelle and sur-
rounding residents to come for dinner during National 
Everybody Eats Week or consider donating online at 
www.kitchentablerochelle.org to help a neighbor in 
need. 

Kitchen Table Inc., located at 7034 S. Klondike Road, 
Rochelle, is open for dinner service from 4:30 pm to 
7:30 p.m. every Tuesday and Thursday along with the 
first Sunday of each month for brunch served from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. and the third Friday of each month is a 
steak or fish fry served from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Kitchen Table recognizes 
Everybody Eats Week

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Aug. 24
Alex Avila

TJ & Kelsey 
Rogers
Aug. 25

Megan South
Kevin & Amie 

Eggenburg
Aug. 26

Mandy Ferrari
Derek & Christy 

Oleson

Aug. 28
Quade Dickey

Aug. 29
Brad Arnold

 Aug. 30
Tonya Sandoval

 

 

Call 815-561-2151 

to submit names 

for birthdays and 

anniversaries

Wed.,  Aug. 21
1:30 p.m. – Alcohol-
ics  Anonymous wil l 
meet at  St .  Patr ick ’s 
Learning Center,  903 
N.  Caron Road.  (ever y 
Wednesday)

Thu.,  Aug. 22
4:30 to 7:30 p.m. — 
Dinner wil l  be ser ved 
at  The K itchen Table, 
7034 E .  K londike Road. 
The menu includes 
beef br isket with 
grav y,  sauerk raut , 
Perogies (homemade 
-  potato and cheese) 
and desser t .  The 
k ids’  menu includes 
corn dog with chips , 
chicken nuggets or 
peanut but ter  and 
je l ly.

Sun.,  Aug. 25 & 
Mon.,  Aug. 26
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. —  I f 
you’ve ever thought 
about get ting involved 
with communit y 
theatre,  but don’t 
k now i f  you’re ready 
to be on stage yet ,  you 
might enjoy being an 
ac tor in the upcoming 
Murder Myster y dinner, 
“Murder on the 19 th 
Hole.”   Direc tor Dianne 
Jenner is  look ing for 
f ive men and f ive 
women to par ticipate 
in this  one -night- only 
event .  There wil l  be 
l imited rehearsals  (four 
to f ive)  with l i t t le  l ines 
to memorize.  Auditions 
for  this  produc tion wil l 
be held in the Palmer 
Room at Salt  251.  The 
per formance wil l  be 
on Sept .  20.  Contac t 
Jenner at  dianne@
jennerranch.com for 
more information.

Sun.,  Aug. 25
7 p.m. — “Peace for 
your Hear t ”  AL-ANON 
meeting is  held each 
Thursday at  Hick s Hall 
in Rochelle United 
Methodist  Church, 
709 4th Ave.  (ever y 

Thursday)

Mon.,  Aug. 26
5 to 6 p.m.— Rochelle 
Christ ian Communit y 
f ree Monday supper for 
al l  in need.  The supper 
is  ser ved at  St .  Patr ick 
Parish Center,  24 4 Kel -
ley Drive.

6:30 p.m. – Group 
Hope meets in 
the RCH Health & 
Wellness Center 
Conference Room. 
Provides suppor t  with 
depression and bipolar 
disorder.  Af f i l iated 

with the Rock River 
Mental  Health 
Association.  (ever y 
Monday)

Tue.,  Aug. 27
4:30 to 7:30 p.m. — 
Dinner wil l  be ser ved 
at  The K itchen Table, 
7034 E .  K londike Road. 
The menu includes BBQ 
baby back r ibs with 
homemade apple BBQ 
sauce,  baked potatoes, 
salad and garl ic 
bread.  The k ids’  menu 
includes corn dog with 
chips ,  chicken nuggets 
or  peanut but ter  and 

je l ly.

Thu.,  Aug. 29
4:30 to 7:30 p.m. — 
Dinner wil l  be ser ved 
at  The K itchen Table, 
7034 E .  K londike Road. 
The menu includes 
peanut chicken over 
white r ice.  The k ids’ 
menu includes corn 
dog with chips , 
chicken nuggets or 
peanut but ter  and 
je l ly.

Sun.,  Sept.  1
11 a .m. to 2 p.m. — 
Brunch wil l  be ser ved 
at  The K itchen Table, 
7034 E .  K londike Road. 
The menu includes 
countr y ham, red eye 
grav y and biscuits , 
scrambled eggs,  gr its 
and cooked apples .

(Submit i tems for  the 
Communit y Calendar 
to js immons@rochelle -
news- leader.com)

Meetings

Wed.,  Aug. 21
6:15 p.m. — The Flagg-
Rochelle Communit y 
Park Board wil l  hold 
a public  hearing 
on the adoption 
of  the combined 
annual  budget 
and appropriation 
ordinance.  The 
meeting wil l  be held 
in council  chambers at 
Rochelle Cit y Hall .

6:30 p.m. — The Flagg-
Rochelle Communit y 
Park Board wil l  meet 
in regular  session in 
council  chambers at 
Rochelle Cit y Hall . 
The agenda includes 
approval  of  the 2019 -
20 cumulative budget 
and appropriation in 
f inal  form, discussion 
and approval  of  paving 
projec ts and possible 
executive session.  The 
meeting is  open to the 
public .

Checks to winners will be mailed out at the end of each 
month

Aug. 11 - Judy Harrison, Rochelle, $50

Aug. 12 - Jennifer Holtzclaw, Franklin Grove, $25

Aug. 13 - Tiffany Engle, Kenosha, Wisconsin, $25

Aug. 14 - Barbara Kannheiser, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 15 - Ryan Jacobs, Glendale, Arizona, $25

Aug. 16 - Devon Gugerty, Dixon, $25

Aug. 17 - Alex Hueramo, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 18 - Susan LeMay, Ashton, $50

Aug. 19 - Ryan Stevens, High Ridge, Missouri, $25

Aug. 20 - Lupe Gonzales, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 21 - Dean Richardson, Sycamore, $25



WEDNESDAY, AUG. 21, 2019SECTION 1 • PAGE 8 • ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER

STATE NEWS

The right care, right here in Rochelle.
Visit rochellehospital.com to learn more.

Get on the road to recovery—
without the travel.

Where you live shouldn’t determine the level of care you receive. That’s 
why Rochelle Community Hospital offers you access to many of the same 
innovative surgical services and state-of-the-art diagnostic imaging tools 
available at larger facilities. We offer GI procedures, like colonoscopies, 
hernia repair, digestive health treatment and more, without the need to 
travel. It’s just the way we operate. Our wide variety of service offerings 
ensure you’re never far from the ones you love.

Surgery services at Rochelle Community Hospital

BY JERRY NOWICKI 
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS 

SPRINGFIELD — For senior care advocates in 
Illinois, a state funding increase is a reason for optimism 
after a prolonged period of government disinvestment that 
was marked by a crippling two-year state budget impasse 
which continues to impact social service providers. 

But advocates for nursing homes and home-based senior 
care agree there is a long way to go to ensure long-term 
sustainability for Medicaid-funded senior care programs, 
especially as the baby boomer generation continues to age 
into long-term care systems. 

“The last four years were particularly hard on our 
members, and many of them worked with their financial 
institutions on lines of credit or any sort of loans that could 
keep the business operational and providing care and 
services for seniors,” said Liz Vogt, who represents the 
advocacy group Illinois Association of Community Care 
Program Homecare Providers, which is headquartered in 
Springfield.

“Unfortunately, there were several that did close during 
the budget impasse throughout the state because they 
exhausted resources and couldn’t continue on. So, the 
fact that we have a budget and providers are being paid 
in a timely manner and the fact that there was an increase 
approved this year are just hugely beneficial to the overall 
sustainability of this program,” she added.

The Community Care Program, which offers non-med-
ical in-home care, is on one end of a continuum of senior 
care providers in the state. On the other end are skilled-care 
and intermediate-care nursing homes, which house the 
state’s sickest and most vulnerable elderly populations. 
Other programs include medical in-home services and 
lighter-care or non-medical living facilities. 

Advocates from the Health Care Council of Illinois, 
a group that represents nursing homes, described the 
industry as “already in crisis” before new funding was 
received this year to make up a little more than one-third 
of an anticipated $649 million industry-wide single-year 
funding shortfall. 

“This money means survival,” Pat Comstock, executive 
director of the nursing home advocacy group Health Care 
Council of Illinois, said in a June interview. “Our members 
are thrilled, but they’re also relieved because these dollars 
are going to provide some much needed relief from the 
struggles to survive that members are experiencing.”

Home-based care
The Community Care Program is an age-in-place ser-

vice that assists seniors in maintaining their independence 
through non-medical care such as providing meals and 
other support services. Participants must be over the age 
of 60 and possess less than $17,500 in countable financial 
resources excluding their home. 

Per the new operating budget, the CCP and all associated 
services will receive approximately $960 million in fund-
ing this fiscal year, up from $870 million the year before. 

Part of the additional money will go to increasing the 
Medicaid reimbursement rate that pays for the CCP, first 
with a 10.9 percent increase in September to support a $12 
hourly wage for workers, then with a 7.7 percent increase 
on top of that in January 2020. The second raise is pending 
federal government approval and would support a $13 
hourly wage. Currently, the reimbursement rate supports 
an $11 hourly wage, Vogt said. 

Per state law, 77 percent of the reimbursement funding 
must be paid to direct support staff, while the rest goes to 
administrative costs, supplies, facilities and other associ-
ated expenditures. 

“I would say that we are coming to a point where stability 
is the word that we would probably use,” Vogt said. “Once 
that enhanced rate starts coming in, I think providers will 
feel a lot better about their situation.” 

Vogt also represents the Illinois Homecare and Hospice 
Council, an advocacy group for medical home health care 
providers which is also headquartered in Springfield. That 
group represents Home Health Agencies, which provide 
skilled nursing services in the home and are covered by 
Medicaid.  

Currently, Home Health providers are reimbursed on 
a per-visit basis at a rate of $72, while the cost of care is 
actually around $160. A $5.2 million increase to the program 
beginning Jan. 1, 2020, will allow the Illinois Department 
of Healthcare and Family Services to increase the rate. The 
amount of the increase is yet to be determined.

Vogt said hospice care, which is home care for end-
of-life situations, is generally funded through Medicare 

and has not faced the same struggles as Medicaid-funded 
senior care services. 

Nursing homes
While at-home care programs allow seniors to stay in 

their own homes until later in their lives, there often comes 
a time when more skilled, around-the-clock care is needed 
and placement in a skilled- or intermediate-care nursing 
facility becomes necessary. 

As the baby boomer generation ages into long-term 
care and Illinois’ elderly population is set to triple in the 
next 30 years, nursing home advocates are hopeful that 
new state funding can stem a tide of facility closures that 
has been rising since March 2014. 

Skilled-care and intermediate-care homes will see an 
increase of $240 million this fiscal year – $120 million 
from the state and $120 from the federal government. Of 
that money, $70 million will be directly appropriated to 
help nursing homes meet minimum staffing requirements, 
while $170 million will update the reimbursement formula 
for support costs such as food, utilities, maintenance and 
equipment.

But according to a study commissioned by HCCI and 
conducted by the business advisory firm Plante Moran, the 
$240 million makes up only slightly more than one-third 
of an anticipated $649 million single-year industrywide 
funding shortfall caused by inadequate Medicaid reim-
bursement rates. 

“Certainly we aren’t out of the woods yet, when you 
consider that the Plante Moran study found that we were 
over $600 million underfunded and this gets us about a 
third of that,” Comstock said in June. “So it’s something 
that we’re going to have to continue to talk about as we 
move forward.”

The Supportive Living Program is another Illinois 
senior care program which houses Medicaid recipients. 
It offers apartment-style living with intermittent nursing 
services, meals and other services for persons age 22 to 64 
who have a physical disability or persons age 65 or over. 

It will see increased funding as well, with new money 
dedicated to keeping the homes funded at 60 percent of 
nursing home funding. 

Continued financial strains
While Comstock said added funding could help stop or 

slow the pace of nursing home closures, for several homes 
and communities, the increased state investment is too late. 

The number of nursing homes that have closed for 
financial reasons since March 2014 grew to 23 last month. 
The latest three were closed in Amboy in April, Champaign 
in May, and Bethalto on July 24. 

The board of Pleasant Hill Village, a state-licensed 
Girard nursing home which closed its doors in August 
2018 “under the burden of $2 million of non-compensated 
care,” recently filed for chapter 11 bankruptcy, citing in a 
news release “unprecedented and sustained non-payment 

from Illinois Medicaid.” 
Pleasant Hill Village was established in 1905 as a home 

for orphans and the elderly and is a ministry of the Church 
of the Brethren, and it operated a state-licensed nursing 
home since 1975. Its board is seeking bankruptcy pro-
tection in the interest of sustaining its senior independent 
and assisted living facilities which are also located on the 
Girard campus. 

Pleasant Hill is also still seeking payment from the state 
for care already provided at the now-closed nursing home.  

“The thing is, we’re trying to kind of settle some 
accounts. We provided years of care for these residents 
without reimbursement, and that’s why we had to close 
the nursing home in August 2018,” said Allen Krall of 
Springfield, president of Pleasant Hill’s board of directors. 
“That’s why, you know, a year later, we still have so much 
outstanding debt that we filed chapter 11 bankruptcy.”

Krall said the plight of nursing homes over the past 
five years was felt especially strongly in smaller, nonprofit 
homes such as Pleasant Hill, which was licensed for 99 beds. 

Krall said that’s because bigger companies, which often 
own multiple facilities, can staff larger departments to deal 
with state reimbursement issues, while facilities like Pleas-
ant Hill cannot afford large billing or administration staffs.  

“You know, a small standalone charitable operation 
like Pleasant Hill, we have one person to do that. And the 
administrative burden, the bureaucratic burden was more 
than we could deal with,” he said. 

Krall said that nursing homes with higher Medicaid 
populations have a harder time staying afloat financially 
because of the Medicaid reimbursement shortfall. 

Because Pleasant Hill was a ministry aimed at pro-
viding for the neediest and most vulnerable in the Girard 
area, Medicaid-based losses and funding delays became 
unsustainable for the organization, Krall said. 

Bureaucratic reforms 
Senior care advocates are also optimistic that some 

of the bureaucratic burden will be alleviated through a 
new Medicaid managed care reform aimed at bridging 
the communication gap between providers and insurers. 

Under the managed care system, insurance companies 
are paid a flat, per-patient monthly fee to manage the care 
of most Medicaid recipients. These MCOs are required 
to reimburse health care providers and make sure patients 
receive follow-up care.

The package of reforms passed in Senate Bill 1321 
gives the Department of Healthcare and Family Services a 
greater role in coordinating claims and providing a one-stop 
database that will help determine what is causing denials; 
lays out parameters of a DHFS-run complaint portal where 
providers can challenge denials; requires DHFS to work 
with stakeholders to “enhance and improve operational 
performance” of the managed care system; and creates a 
dispute resolution process in which DHFS has final say 
over whether a claim denial is permissible.

New funding pushes state senior care toward ‘stability’
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SPORTS MEET THE HUBS 
 
Learn more about your Rochelle 
Township High School student-athletes. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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Rochelle Junior Tackle

Duel against Dixon
Two teams remain unbeaten as sixth-graders earn first victory

Seventh-grader Ethan Goodwin (left) follows his block and breaks free off the 
right side during Rochelle’s game against Dixon on Saturday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Eighth-grader Brock Metzger drops back to pass the 
football during Junior Tackle action Saturday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

PGA Junior League

Thiravong plays alongside Rockford Metro All-Stars at PGA Jr. League Section Championship

Rochelle golfer Ailani Thiravong (bottom row at right) and the Rockford Metro 
All-Stars were one of four teams who advanced to compete in the PGA Junior 
League’s Section Championship tournament at Mundelein’s Pine Meadow Golf 

Club this past weekend. Thiravong and the All-Stars placed fourth overall, with 
Cog Hill’s Ravines advancing to the Regional Championship at White Hawk 
Country Club in Crown Point, Indiana.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Junior Tackle hosted 
its first home games of the 
2019 season on Saturday, 
when the Junior Hubs 
battled the Dixon Dukes 
at Helms Field. Rochelle 
teams went 3-1 over four 
games, with two teams 
(seventh and fifth grade) 
remaining unbeaten and the 
sixth-graders earning their 
first victory of the year.

8th Grade
Rochelle (0-2) held an 

early lead over Dixon be-
fore the Dukes rallied in the 
second half to defeat the Ju-
nior Hubs by a score of 20-
14. Erich Metzger ignited 
the Rochelle offense early 
in the first quarter, running 
63 yards for a touchdown to 
put the Junior Hubs ahead 
6-0. Rochelle fumbled on 
its second possession, but 
key sacks from Metzger 
and Quentin Berry stalled a 
promising Dixon drive.

Dixon converted a 10-
yard touchdown pass and 
2-point play early in the 
second quarter to briefly 
lead 8-6 before Metzger 
returned the ensuing kickoff 
71 yards for a touchdown. 
Tommy Tourdot rushed for 
the 2-point conversion and 
gave the Junior Hubs a 14-8 
advantage. Rochelle kept 

its lead at halftime, and the 
Junior Hubs started the third 
quarter strong on defense 
when Tourdot intercepted a 
Dixon pass.

Rochelle was unable to 
find the end zone during the 
entire second half, however, 
while the Dukes scored two 
touchdowns to even the 
score and ultimately win 
the game.

7th Grade
Rochelle (2-0) followed 

an impressive win against 
Byron by cruising over 
Dixon on Saturday by a 
score of 28-8. 

Brandyn Metzger capped 
off Rochelle’s first drive 
of the game with a 3-yard 
touchdown run that pre-
ceded a 2-point conversion 
rush from Grant Gensler. 

The Junior Hubs went 
2-for-2 on scoring drives in 
the first quarter, with Gensler 
rushing into the end zone 
from 15 yards away to put 

Rochelle ahead 14-0 after 
one quarter.

The Junior Hubs added 
to their lead in the second 
quarter when Ethan Good-
win rushed for a 1-yard 
touchdown and Xavier 
Villalobos ran in the 2-point 
conversion. Leading 22-0 at 
halftime, Rochelle scored 
another touchdown in the 
third quarter courtesy of a 
13-yard rush from Gensler. 

See HUBS on page 3

Hospitality & Culinary
Feed your
passion for
cooking – start
your career
in Culinary Arts
at Kish!   

C A R E E R  &  T E C H N I C A L  E D U C A T I O N

Feed your passion at Kish. Visit www.kish.edu/culinary

• Small class sizes and fully-stocked
 kitchen workstations
• Create delicious dishes – baking
 and cooking – plus learn proper food
 handling, kitchen and equipment
 safety, knife skills and more
• Earn ServSafe Manager Certification 

90 Days Same as Cash                                 Mon-Fri 9am-5:00 • Sat 9am-4pm • Sun Closed

429-433 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765

hubcityfurniture.com 07
10

20
19HUB CITY FURNITURE

Furniture to make you
feel right at home



The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

1030 South 7th Street

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

Cappel’s Complete Car Care
1161 S. 7th St., Rochelle, IL
www.cappelscompletecarecare.com

815-561-TIRE (8473)
M-F 8am--5pm • Sat 8am-Noon

BEST PRICE AROUND!
FULL 

SYNTHETIC 
OIL CHANGE

$4599
Up 
to 5 
Quarts

Exp. 6/30/19

Need another great 
reason to come to Kish?
You can
wear your
jammies!
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Our Online Degree Program
is nothing to yawn about.
It’s affordable & you’ll  never
have to leave your own space!

www.kish.edu/reasons
Register today!

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

We Can Do That
Postcards

Business Cards
Magazines
Brochures
Yard Signs

Flyers
Posters
Banners

Letterheads
Calendars
Catalogs
Folders

Envelopes
Stickers
Labels

CD/DVD Packing
  litho  digital print & copy  design  large format

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
P: 815.562.7057 • hubprint@hubprint.net

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

Highway 38 • Rochelle, IL

Highway 38 
Rochelle, IL

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

Kenny’s  
Place

Sunday 11am-11pm • Monday-Wednesday 10am-1am
Thursday-Saturday 10am-2am

411 Cherry Ave. • Rochelle, IL • 815-562-6568

#GoHubs#purplepride

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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HUB SPOTLIGHT
Garrett

Gensler

Year: Freshman

Sport: Football

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: Seven years.
Q: What do you enjoy the 
most about this sport?

A: I like the adrenaline rush I 
get from carrying the football.

Q: What is your favorite 
school subject and why?

A: Math because I like 
using numbers.

Q: Who is your favorite 
athlete and why?

A: Dalvin Cook because he 
went to my favorite college and he 

plays the same position as me.

Q: Who is your biggest role 
model and why?

A: Cam Newton because he 
spends his money wisely and 

donates money to hospitals.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: Anywhere there are waves 

because I love surfing.
Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?

A: I love all the support we 
receive from everybody and I love 
how much people care about the 

athletes.

Trey

Taft

Year: Freshman

Sport: Football

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: 10 years.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: I enjoy being part of the 
team and the physicality.
Q: What is your favorite 

school subject and why?
A: Math is my favorite subject 
because it comes easy to me.

Q: Who is your favorite 
athlete and why?

A: Walter Payton because he 
was a great player and a leader 

on and off the field.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?
A: My parents because they are 

always supportive and they show 
me the right way to do things.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: Cancun because it’s warm all 
year and the beaches are nice.
Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?

A: I enjoy keeping myself busy 
and working hard.
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SPORTS

HUBS: Road games with Sterling next for RJT teams

(PHOTOS BY ROBIN RETHWILL)
At left, fifth-grader Brody Bruns (left) runs behind teammate Owen Miller (right). At right, sixth-graders Mark Green (left) and Keagan Albers (right) combine to tackle 
the Dixon runner.

(PHOTO BY ROBIN RETHWILL)

Sixth-grader Logan Mershon (left) turns up the field as Gavin Neale (right) makes a block during Junior Tackle 
action on Saturday.

RTHS Athletics

Meet the Hubs Fall 
Family Night scheduled

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Township High 
School will host its 1st 
Annual Meet the Hubs 
Fall Family Night on 
Friday, Aug. 23. The 
event will give the Ro-
chelle community an op-
portunity to meet RTHS 
coaches and athletes, 
and the event will give 
RTHS an opportunity 
to promote the school’s 
various programs.

The RTHS Booster 
Club will have a full 
concession stand open to 
the public and tables will 
be arranged for a variety 
of groups. The tentative 
schedule calls for the 
event to have open gates 
by 5:15 p.m. with conces-
sions, booster table, signs 

table, football parent 
table, ticket table, selling 
of goods and Hub apparel 
open at 5:30 p.m. 

Festivities will start 
at 6 p.m. with special 
thanks, the introduction 
of head athletic trainer 
Mark Lovell and the in-
troduction of the RTHS 
marching band and direc-
tor Ron Duval. All fall 
sports teams will take 
turns being introduced, 
while both cheerleading 
teams and the dance team 
will perform on the field. 

Games will also be 
played, with winners 
receiving a Hubs Fan 
Pass. Coaches Kyle Kis-
sack and Tony Rowan 
will present the Hub 
Power Male and Female 

Weightlifter of the Year 
Awards. After all perfor-
mances conclude, each 
team will break off to 
designated areas, where 
coaches and players can 
meet with parents. 

The boys soccer team 
and all three football 
teams will have scrim-
mage games beginning 
at about 6:45 p.m. The 
volleyball team will then 
host a dance in the blue 
gym from 8 to 10 p.m. 

Inaugural event set for Friday, Aug. 23

Rochelle Wildlife Conservation Club

Pond stocking deadlines 
scheduled for September

ROCHELLE — On 
Sept. 21, 2019, the Ro-
chelle Wildlife Conser-
vation Club, along with 
Pete Reiff and the Logan 
Hollow Fish Farm, will 
be providing fish for pond 
stocking and re-stocking at 

local establishments.
Channel catfish, hybrid 

sunfish, fathead minnow, 
sterile grass-eating carp, 
hybrid redear, redear sun-
fish, largemouth bass, blue-
gill and black crappie will 
be available in a variety of 

sizes. Information can be 
obtained by calling 815-
562-6268 and asking for 
Rich Melton. The deadline 
for ordering grass-eating 
carp is Sept. 9. The dead-
line for ordering all other 
fish is Sept. 16.

Fish available through Sept. 9 and 16

From page 1

Dixon’s lone points 
came on a 40-yard rushing 
touchdown and 2-point 
play in the fourth quarter. 
Rochelle outpaced Dixon 
268-83 in total yards dur-
ing the game.

6th Grade
Rochelle (1-1) defeated 

Dixon by a score of 14-0 
to lock down its first win 
of the 2019 season. The 
Junior Hubs struck first 
when Caden Goodwin 
scampered for a 43-yard 
rushing touchdown before 
Rochelle added the 2-point 
conversion. 

Mark Green recorded 
Rochelle’s second touch-
down, running 34 yards to 
the end zone.

5th Grade 
Rochelle (2-0) re-

mained perfect on the 
season, topping Dixon by a 
score of 14-0. Brody Bruns 
scored on the first play 
from scrimmage, running 
65 yards for a touchdown 
before Bobby Tourdot 
converted the 2-point play 
and put Rochelle ahead 
8-0. 

Tyler Gensler added a 
5-yard rushing touchdown 
shortly after a strong series 
from the Rochelle defense. 
The score capped off a 
seven-play drive that in-
cluded a 25-yard run from 
Tourdot. 

Rochelle Junior Tackle 
will hit the road and face 
Sterling in Week 3 of the 
2019 season on Saturday, 
Aug. 24.



What 
Service
Do You 
Offer?

Advertise Here

Commercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Heating & Air Conditioning

O’RORKE
Construction Services, Inc.

Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial Building
a

aService from a local contractor with 23 years in business
aLicensed and insured services
aSuperior workmanship and materials
aEnhanced lifetime limited transferable roofing warranty

(covering materials & labor)
aNEW DELIVERY SERVICE: Rock & dirt upon request
a  a a  a

Like us

815.562.8254          104 Maple Court, Rochelle

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product or 

service you offer? Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 
We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Remodeling

Complete Home Remodeling
• ROOFING • 

KERNS
CONSTRUCTION

Residential & Commercial

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE | FULLY INSURED | FREE ESTIMATES
New Home     Construction     Backhoe Services     Siding     

Room Additions     Remodeling     Out Buildings     Flooring

References On Request  815-970-6013

Tree/Stump Removal

815-761-3933
Pam Easton - Owner

Insured! Free Estimates

Portable 
Grinder Fits 

Through 
40” Gate

Pam’s
TREE & STUMP 

REMOVAL

815-561-1266

Tree/Stump Removal

A-1TREE 
SERVICE

• Tree Trimming &
Removal

• Bucket Trucks,
Chippers, Log
Loaders, Crane

• Senior Discounts

• Portable Stump 
Grinding

• Free Logs and 
Wood Chips

• Fully Insured & 
FREE Estimates 

Over 30 Years Experience • Locally Owned, Stan Bennett

Will Beat 
Insured

Estimates 
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SPORTS
NIU Football

Hammock pleased after Huskie scrimmage
Season-opener against Illinois State less than two weeks away

DEKALB  — Two 
weeks away from kickoff 
of the 2019 Northern Il-
linois University football 
season opener versus in-
trastate foe Illinois State 
in Huskie Stadium, new 
NIU head coach Thomas 
Hammock put the Huskies 
through a two-and-a-half 
hour practice in full pads 
Saturday with the last 
hour spent in scrimmage 
situations.

Following the work out, 
Hammock said he was 
pleased with the Huskies’ 
progress to date.

“I feel good about 
where we are,” Hammock 
said. “Today, I think both 
sides had their moments. 
We sat some guys today 
to keep healthy and get 
ready for Illinois State, but 
I loved the give and take 
on both sides of the ball 
and I loved the energy. [We 
didn’t have] a lot of turn-
overs on offense, which 
is good. Obviously, some 
guys made some plays. 
We completed a couple 
nice balls down the field. 
As far as the defense, I’ve 
got to be able to watch it 
before I make an honest 
assessment.”

After starting the scrim-
mage periods with third 
down situations, Ham-
mock put the offense just 
outside the red zone, at the 
opponents’ 25 for four pos-
sessions, before forcing 
the offense to start on its 
own 25 and attempt to put 
together 75-yard drives. 

The Huskie defense 
was able to force a couple 
of field goal tries in the 

“overtime” periods before 
the offense found the 
end zone via a Marcus 
Childers to Mohamed 
Toure connection and a 
Marcus Jones touchdown 
run. The offense also 
drove 74 yards to the one 
on its first long drive be-
fore the defense came up 
with a goal line stop on 
fourth down, and senior 
safety Adam Buirge re-
corded an interception to 
stop the next drive. 

Senior Spencer Tears 
caught a long touchdown 
pass from Childers for an-
other score, and Childers 
reached the end zone on a 
one-yard run. The defense 
got pass break-ups from 
freshmen defensive backs 
Mark Aitken and Justin 
Clark and sophomore 
Devin Haney during the 
scrimmage.

“We have some guys 
that missed a couple days, 
and everybody’s coming 
back healthy,” Hammock 
said. “It was nice to see 
Spencer Tears make some 
plays in the scrimmage. I 
thought the protection was 

solid for the most part. I 
thought the quarterbacks 
had a nice pocket to throw 
the ball, and you saw re-
ceivers making plays, so 
I feel good about where 
we’re going on offense.”

Weather
Hammock also liked 

the way the Huskies re-
sponded to weather situ-
ations which forced them 
to move inside to the Ken-
neth and Ellen Chessick 
Practice Center for nearly 
an hour after starting the 
practice outside.  During 
the indoor periods, NIU 
got nearly 30 minutes of 
special teams work in ad-
dition to seven-on-seven 
drills.

“We had a rain delay 
and they stayed focused, 
stayed locked in,” Ham-
mock said. “We went 
inside, back outside, and 
I liked everything that 
happened. The one thing 
about football, you want 
to see how people respond 
to adversity. That’s the 
one thing you can’t get in 
training camp that you can 

get in the game. How are 
we going to react? How 
are we going to respond? 
They’ve done everything 
we’ve asked them to do 
and then some. From a 
team perspective and a 
morale perspective, I feel 
great. But obviously, if 
there’s some adversity, 
we have to respond the 
right way.”

The Huskies have one 
week of training camp 
remaining before NIU 
classes begin on Aug. 26. 
With competition inten-
sifying, Hammock likes 
the way his 2019 team is 
shaping up and the identity 
they are forging. 

“I like where our de-
fense is at. I like where 
our offense is,” he said. 
“We’re physical on both 
sides of the ball. We’re go-
ing to try to be physical up 
front.  On offense, we want 
to take our shots when 
they present themselves, 
and we want to make big 
plays on defense. I like 
the leadership. I like the 
young guys. I think we 
have depth. We’ve got 

“I think both sides had their moments. We sat 
some guys today to keep healthy and get ready 
for Illinois State, but I loved the give and take 
on both sides of the ball and I loved the energy. 
[We didn’t have] a lot of turnovers on offense, 
which is good. Obviously, some guys made 
some plays. We completed a couple nice balls 
down the field.”

Thomas Hammock

a nice mix of guys that 
can come in and help us. 
You know, it’s up to us as 
coaches to find the right 
mix where we can win 
games.” 

Tickets
Season Tickets for all 

five 2019 NIU home 
games are still available, 
starting at as little as $60 
for an East Side (general 
admission) season ticket. 
Purchase four tickets 
for family or a group of 
friends on either the East 
or West Side for as little 
as $55 or $75 per person 
with the Huskie Family 
Pack. 

Three-game Mini-
Plans, which include a 
choice of any two Sat-
urday and either #MAC-
tion (weeknight) game 
are just $70 each for 
all three games, while 
the new Huskie Flex 

Pass offers the chance 
to purchase a minimum 
of five tickets to any 
game or combination of 
games for $75, or just $15 
each. The new Saturdays 
Special includes a ticket 
to all three Saturday 
home games as well as 
a voucher good for a hot 
dog, chips and a soda for 
each game for just $110. 

To renew or purchase 
new season tickets and 
#JointhePack for 2019, 
click the links above, 
which are available 24 
hours a day, seven days 
a week. 

Tickets are also avail-
able by calling 815-753-
PACK (7225), email-
ing huskiestickets@niu.
edu or stopping by the NIU 
Athletics Ticket Office in 
the Convocation Center, 
which is open Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

LET US HELP YOU SELL YOUR STUFF!
Place your garage sale ad with us and reach our entire Rochelle News-Leader and 
Rochelle Shopping News audience of 8,400! PLUS our 5,100+ Facebook followers!

The News-Leader will 
make a once-weekly 

Facebook post at 8 PM 
each Wednesday night 

highlighting the garage sale 
advertisements from our 

newspaper. Each listing will 
be enhanced with a Google 
map link to the address of 
the sale–great for smart 

phone users! 
Whether you’re hosting a 
sale or hopping from sale 

to sale, this post is for you.
* Prices based on 20-word ad 

description– sale address, dates and 
times count as only one word each

ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER, SHOPPER & FACEBOOK

GARAGE SALE PRICING
• 3 Issues (Sunday, Wednesday + Shopper) – $29.99*

(Includes Wednesday night Facebook Post)
*Deadline to place ad is 10 a.m. on Fridays

• 1 Issue (Wednesday only) – $19.99*

(Includes Wednesday night Facebook Post)
*Deadline to place ad is 3 p.m. on Tuesdays

M-F 8-5 | 815-562-4171 | classifieds@rochellenewsleader.com

04
03

20
19

Want To Teach Your Kids About 
Responsibility?

The Rochelle News-Leader has seven
openings for newspaper carriers.

• Must be 10 years or over
• 3 deliveries per week
• Most routes take less 
than 45 minutes
• No collecting
• A great place to 
teach your child about 
responsibility - and the 
rewards ofearning  
their own spending money
• Adult carriers are 
welcome, too!

07312019

Contact Wanda at the 
Rochelle News-Leader 

office
211 E. Hwy. 38, 

561-2112

ROUTE 09
900-1100 BLOCK N. 14TH ST., N. 15TH ST., N. 

16TH ST., 800-1100 BLOCK WOOLF CT.
ROUTE 10

1200-1500 BLOCK 2ND AVE., 300-800 BLOCK N. 
14TH ST., N. 15TH ST., 300-800 BLOCK WOOLF 

CT., 12-1300 BLOCK LINCOLN AVE.
ROUTE 13

800-1000 BLOCK N. 7TH ST., 800-1000 N. 7TH 
ST AVENUES IN BETWEEN

ROUTE 14
800-1000 BLOCK N. 6TH ST., 300-800 N. 7TH ST. 

AVENUES IN BETWEEN
 ROUTE 19

100-1100 BLOCK N. 3RD ST., 100-1200 BLOCK 
LINCOLN HWY., 1000-1100 BLOCK N. MAIN ST.

ROUTE 24
S. 1ST ST., 2. 2ND ST., AVENUE C, AVENUE E,

 AVE. G
ROUTE 25

S. 2ND ST., S. 3RD ST., S. MAIN ST.

We also carry a 
large selection
of refurbished 

appliances with
a warranty.

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

NEW SCRATCH & DENT
• Refrigerators • Freezers
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

6331 11th Street, Rockford

815-874-2257

01
19

20
17

203 
HELP WANTED 

303 
APPLIANCES

101 
LEGAL NOTICE

101 
LEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 
BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 
SERVICES AND 
REPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 

Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 
HELP WANTED

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

301 
ANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 
ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

305 
GARAGE/RUMMAGE 
SALES

AMBOY-Moving Sale-
1953 Ole Hickory 
Rd, Shades O’Green 
Subdivision-8/30, 8/31 
& 9/1, 8 AM-4PM. 
Furniture, Pine 
Secretary, File 
Cabinets, Garden 
Equipment, Washer & 
Dryer (08-25-19)

ROCHELLE: 104 
Windmill Ct, Saturday 
August 24th 8am-
1pm. One Day Only. 
6-Demontraters of 
Stampin’ Up Having 
a Huge Retired Sale. 
Stampin’ Up Products, 
Rubber Stamps, 
Designer Series Paper, 
Card Stock, Ink Pads, 
Embossing Folders, 
and Much More! (08-
21-19)

ROCHELLE: 200 S 9th 
St. Apt. B, Thursday 
August 22 & Friday 
August 23rd, 10am-
3pm. Garage/Estate 
Sale. Furniture, Small 
Appliances, Electronics, 
Harley Davidson 
Memorabilia, Tools, 
Kitchenware, Men’s 2X 
Clothing, DVD Movies 
and More. (08-21-19)

307 
MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE 

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

315  
WANTED TO BUY
 

WANTED: Coin 
operated machines, 
slot machines, 
pinball, arcade, trade 
simulators, jukeboxes. 
Working or not working. 
815-397-6586.

405 
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARE

501 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT

ROCHELLE 
PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT
All size rental 

properties
Residential & 
Commercial

Rochelle, Ottawa and 
surrounding area.
Call 815-562-7368
www.rochelleproperty.com 02

17
20

19
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219 N. 7th Street • Dekalb, IL

815-756-5722
dekalblawnandequipment.com

HOURS: M-F 8am-5pm, Saturday 8am-12pm

•  Lawnmowers
• Chainsaw & Pruner
• Blower & Trimmer

08192018

Dekalb Lawn & Equipment Company Inc.

• Tillers & Generators
• Parts
• Service of old &   

new models

TORO.COM

Be a Cut Above The Rest With 
Toro Lawnmowers!

08202017

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR

Your NAPA Auto Care Center

HOURS: 
M-F 8am-5:30pm, Sat. 8am-12 Noon, 

Closed Sundays

archeralignment.com
08192018

Jacob
Schneider
Manager
ASE Certified

Dana
Doty

Owner-Operator
ASE Certified

NEIGHBORS

06052019

642 Lincoln 
Hwy DeKalb 815-756-1201 rositas.com

Hours: Mon - Sat 11 am -10 pm | Sun 11:30 am - 9 pm

PATIO IS 
OPEN!

Tuesday: All Import Beers on special
Thursday: All house Margaritas on special

CornFest celebrating 42nd 
year Aug. 23 through 25

DEKALB — Corn 
Fest is one of the last 
remaining free music 
festivals among Illi-
nois music festivals and 
summer festivals. Cel-
ebrating its 42nd year, 
the festival will be held 
in downtown DeKalb 
on Lincoln Highway 
between First and Fourth 
St.  Aug. 23 through 
Aug. 25.

Admission to Corn-
Fest is free to the pub-
lic and there is a $5 
admission fee into the 
soundstage area. 
Soundstage 
shows

Friday, 
Aug. 23

5:30-6:30 p.m. - The 
Party Doctors

7 - 8:15 p.m. - John 
Waite (The Babys, Bad 
English, solo career with 
the song “Missing You”)

9 -  11 p.m. -  7th 
Heaven

Saturday, 
Aug. 24

1 - 2 p.m. - The Mock-
ingbyrds

2:30 - 3:30 p.m. - The 
Beaux Band

4:30 - 6 p.m. - Blind 
Date

7 - 8:30 p.m. - Mar-
shall Charloff & The 
Purple Xperience

9 - 11 p.m. - Hi In-
fidelity

Sunday, 
Aug. 25

2 - 3:30 p.m. - The 
Relics

4:30 - 6 p.m. - Slim 
Jim Phantom from The 
Stray Cats (Rock This 
Town, Sexy & 17).

For more informa-
tion visit www.cornfest.
com or call 815-748-
CORN.

(WWW.JOHNWAITEWORLDWIDE.COM)

(PHOTO FROM SLIM JIM 
PHANTOM FACEBOOK)
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NEIGHBORS

Our staff is dedicated to providing a comprehensive 
range of home medical equipment and services to 

our customers.

Home Medical Equipment

Lehan Drugs & Home
Medical Equipment 

1407 South 4th Street
DeKalb, IL 60115  

Phone: (815) 758-0911

Lehan Drugs 
(in KishHealth System Physician Group) 

1850 Gateway Drive, Suite A
Sycamore, IL. 60178

Phone: (815) 217-3890

Rock Valley   
Compounding Pharmacy

811 S. Perryville Rd, Unit 109
Rockford, IL 61108

Phone: (779) 423-0542

Our Pharmacy

Lehan’s Baby

• Prescriptions, vitamins & over-the-counter 
medications

• Compounding services
• Vaccinations including Flu, Shingles & 

Pneumonia
• Medication Therapy Management

Breast Pumps & More!
Shop today!

Women’s Health Department 
& Boutique

Always something new!

Services...
• Compounding Pharmacy
• Specialty Care Program
• Hormone Replacement Therapy
• Lactation Services
• Medication Therapy Management
• Pharmacy
• Vaccinations
• Women’s Health

Products... 
• Breast Pumps
• Home Medical Equipment
• Compression Stockings
• Lymphedema Products
• Ostomy & Urological
• Post-Mastectomy Products
• Vitamins
• Respiratory Products
• Wound Care

08192018

Call now to reserve 
your equipment!

Tables, Chairs & Tents
Whitman’s Party Rentals

815-757-0744

Splash 
of Color

1700 DeKalb Ave., Sycamore, IL
815-899-7665

www.splashofcolorsycamore.net
M-F 7:30-5:30 • Sat 9am-3pm

Sun Closed

&

NOW THROUGH LABOR DAY! 
UP TO $10 OFF

Come in & get Pool 
Chemicals before the  

Big Labor Day Pool Party!
Pool & Spa Parts & Supplies By:

Pumps By:

08212019

• On-going health monitoring and nursing 
assessments

• Assistance with activities of daily living, including 
bathing, dressing, personal hygiene, grooming, 
getting to and from activities and dining

• Medication set-up, reminders and assistance

• Three restaurant style meals served daily plus snacks
• A range of interesting and varied programs and 

events
• Assistance with transportation needs
• 24 hour staffing by certified nurses assistants
• On-site beauty/barber services

Start Living a Carefree Lifestyle
The Supportive Living Program is available in Illinois to seniors 

65 or older who need help maintaining their independence 
regardless of their financial resources.

Managed by Gardant Management, Ltd. • www.gardant.com/heritagewoodsdekalb

08202017

DEKALB — Heritage Woods of DeKalb 
opened its doors in 2008 with a desire to 
bring affordable, quality, senior living to 
those from all walks of life. As a supportive 
living community, Heritage Woods is able 
to provide seniors of all incomes and payer  
sources, including Medicaid, with the same 
quality services and accommodations. 

“I’ve been so refreshed to enter a com-
munity that truly embodies the word. There 
is a palpable sense of engagement, from 
residents that live here, to the employees 
that work here, to the families that pop in 
and out every day,” administrator Alex 
Haughee said.

Heritage Woods offers an exceptional 
dining experience with a variety of deli-
cious cuisines for all appetites. Monthly 
entertainers, such as magicians or live mu-
sic, along with weekly shopping trips and 
daily community activities keep residents 
engaged and connected. 

Heritage Woods is now taking appli-
cations. For free lunch and tour contact 
Jen Stark.

Heritage Woods offering quality care for seniors



2019

Best of 
Ogle County

2019
Rochelle News-Leader • Ogle County Life

Reader’s Choice
The Top 100

07282019

CAST YOUR  
VOTES, TODAY!

VOTE NOW!
VOTE FOR YOUR FAVORITE 

BUSINESSES IN 100 
DIFFERENT CATEGORIES!

ONLINE VOTING ONLY!
bestofoglecounty.com
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