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Need another great 
reason to come to Kish?
You can
wear your
jammies!
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Our Online Degree Program
is nothing to yawn about.
It’s affordable & you’ll  never
have to leave your own space!

www.kish.edu/reasons
Register today!

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – In its upcoming 
show, the Vince Carney Community 
Theater aims to not only entertain, 
but to also educate and interact with 
the audience.

The next show being put on by the 
community theater is titled “The Com-
plete History of Theatre (Abridged).” 
This is a very condensed version of 
everything that has happened up to date 
in theater, but is told from the perspec-
tive of three very influential figures.  

“It is a comedy with lots of interac-
tion with the audience, talking back 
and forth and improvisation,” explained 
Ken Manning, director of the play. “It 
touches on Greek tragedy and Roman 
theater and is told by three icons of 
theater: William Shakespeare himself, 
Constantine Stanislavski who invented 
method acting, and actress from the 
turn of the 19-to-20th Century Sarah 
Bernhardt.

The crew has kids aged 16 and 17 
and the cast has people of all different 
ages, the youngest being 19 years old 
and the oldest being in their 50s. 

Cast
The cast members include: Terry 

Camplain as William “Bill” Shake-

speare, Curt Helgren as Konstantine 
“Stan” Stanislavsky, Jessie Ellis as Sar-
ah Burnhardt and Alex Cremeans and 
Jessica Garrison both as Ensembles. 

Anyone of all ages can audition to 
be in a play, the cast requirements vary 
for each play. Some require kids, some 
require adults and some both, but no 
matter the play there are people of all 
different skill levels involved.

“We use all ranges of experience 
levels from people that haven’t done 
much theater that learn from the more 
experienced actors to experienced 
people who enjoy bringing entertain-
ment to the masses,” said Manning. 

The Vince Carney Community 
Theater was created in 1981 with the 
goal of bringing quality productions 
to Rochelle and Ogle County. Since 
its creation they have put on many 
different plays including “The Wizard 
of Oz,” “Joseph and the Technicolored 
Dream Coat,” and “Ordinary People” 
to name just a few. 

The response to the plays has been 
good so far. The community theater 
would just like to get its name out there 
more, and hopes their new permanent 
location in the former Lincoln School 
building on the south side of town will 
help to do that.

See VCCT page 4

A great night out

Cast preparing for 
‘abridged’ show

Clean-up 
work set
Lagoon sludge could cause 

odors to linger during 
excavation process

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – Resi-
dents may experience 
an increase in odors 
throughout town begin-
ning this week and last-
ing approximately 2-to-3 
months. 

The wastewater treat-
ment plant is using $6.9 
million dollars from 
a 20-year low interest 
Illinois EPA loan to up-
grade different parts of 
their facility. One part 
of their plant upgrades 
is an anaerobic lagoon 
rehabilitation project, 
which is necessary for 
the plant to continue with 
operations. 

“It is a 10-million-gal-
lon anaerobic lagoon that 
we are going to remove 
the sludge out of, replace 
the upper and lower lin-
ers and rehabilitate the 
gas handling building 
and equipment,” ex-
plained Adam Lanning, 
superintendent of water 
and water reclamation.

The process of remov-
ing the sludge will con-
sist of using heavy ma-
chinery to either pump 
the sludge out or move 
it with excavating equip-
ment, depending on the 
consistency. 

The majority of the 

buildup comes from the 
factories on the south 
side of town that send 
their raw sewage into 
the lagoon. The lagoon 
is then used as a pre-
treatment facility to help 
lessen the demand on the 
main treatment plant. 

“It is primarily taking 
waste from the south 
side Rochelle Foods, 
but it is pretty high 
strength sewage. It has 
built up sludge over the 
years to the point where 
the lagoon is full and 
now we have to remove 
all of that sludge,” said 
Lanning

The lagoon has been in 
service for 25 years and it 
is recommended that this 
process be completed 
every 20-to-25 years. 

The odor will be re-
leased into the air when 
the sludge is being re-
moved from the lagoon. 
Since this is the first 
time the lagoon is being 
opened up for cleaning, 
treatment plant workers 
are not sure how strong 
the odor will be or how 
far into town it will 
travel, if at all.

Once all of the sludge 
is removed from the 
lagoon, it will be trans-
ported and used as a soil 
mender and fertilizer for 
agricultural land. 

Cast members rehearse for the upcoming VCCT production.

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – Many turned out for the Ro-
chelle Police Department’s third annual National 
Night out event Tuesday. 

The event took place from 5 to 8 p.m. at 
Atwood Park in Rochelle and featured many 
different activities for both kids and adults. 
Some of the activities included a live band, 
free hot dogs, a Taser demonstration with the 
city manager, and a landing from the OSF Life 
Flight helicopter. 

While all the attractions were a hit with the 
community, the life flight helicopter drew the 
biggest crowd.

See NIGHT page 2

(PHOTO BY ANDREW HEISERMAN)

OSF Life Flight pilot Kevin Collins shakes the hand of one of the children after viewing 
the inside of the helicopter.
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The right care, right here in Rochelle.
Visit rochellehospital.com to learn more.

Get on the road to recovery—
without the travel.

Where you live shouldn’t determine the level of care you receive. That’s 
why Rochelle Community Hospital offers you access to many of the same 
innovative surgical services and state-of-the-art diagnostic imaging tools 
available at larger facilities. We offer GI procedures, like colonoscopies, 
hernia repair, digestive health treatment and more, without the need to 
travel. It’s just the way we operate. Our wide variety of service offerings 
ensure you’re never far from the ones you love.

Surgery services at Rochelle Community Hospital

Marching band show

Clarification 
about donations

The Rochelle Township High School Marching 
Band held its annual band camp this week, which 
will culminate in a public performance on Friday, 
Aug. 9 at 6 p.m. at the RTHS football stadium.  This 
performance will be a demonstration of what the 
band does each day during band camp in addition 
to learning the music and drill for this season’s 
show.  Admission is free and all are welcome. 
Please note the change in time.

ROCHELLE — Wording in an article published 
on Sunday, Aug. 4 about the Rochelle Veterans War 
Memorial Association’s project to construct a bronze, 
life-size image of a soldier kneeling in respect for the 
veterans whose names are honored on the bricks at 
the memorial at Lawnridge Cemetery, may have been 
misleading.

Sunday’s article may have led some to believe that 
the statue was funded by the American Legion, which is 
not the case. Individuals, businesses and organizations 
have all stepped forward in pledges for this project, 
which will be the first bronze sculpture in the City of 
Rochelle.

From page 1

“We saw on Facebook 
about the helicopter com-
ing in for a landing and the 
city manager getting tased, 
and who doesn’t want to 
see that,” said Brittany 
Ludwig, an attendee at 
the event.

The Life Flight heli-
copter is stationed at OSF 
St. Anthony Hospital in 
Rockford but has a range 
of Madison, Chicago and 
the Quad Cities for med-
ical emergencies. It also 
makes public relation 
stops at different events 
wherever they are asked 
to do so. Adults as well as 
the kids took interest in the 
helicopter, but for many of 
the kids this was their first 
time seeing one up close.

“The kids always love 
seeing it land, the noise 
it makes as it comes in 
really gets their attention,” 
explained Kevin Collins, 
Life Flight pilot.

The line to see the inside 

Rochelle Police Department Officer Jim Jakymiw shows attendees the inside a squad car.
(PHOTO BY ANDREW HEISERMAN)

NIGHT: Residents turn out for annual event

of the helicopter was long 
and the line for the free 
food was at least as long. 
The meal included a hot 
dog, chips and a drink that 
were donated by local or-
ganizations. The hot dogs 

were donated by Tyson, the 
buns were from Walmart, 
the water was from Ralfie’s 
BBQ and Aldi, the chips 
were from the Fraternal 
Order of Police, the ice 
was also from Aldi, the rest 

was provided by the City 
of Rochelle. 

The Rochelle Police 
Department expected a 
good turnout this year and 
the community exceeded 
their expectations. 

“Everything is doing 
all right, there is a line at 
the school resource officer 
car and the helicopter, 
even the adults like that,” 
explained Deputy Chief 
Jeff Leininger. “We have 

600 dogs, water and chips 
and the amount of people 
may surpass the amount 
of food.”

TNT Motors from Ore-
gon was handing out Fris-
bee’s at the event as well. 

Attendees wait in line as Jenny Thompson hands out free hot dogs that were 
grilled by the Rochelle Police Department. 

(PHOTO BY ANDREW HEISERMAN)

Kids attempt to toss a baseball into one of the marked holes at the Rochelle Unit-
ed Methodist Church tent. 
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CAR SHOW COMMITTEE 
50/50 DRAWING

Get your tickets NOW at the following locations: $1 each or 6 for $5
AMBOY:
Mort’s Tap

The Last Alarm

Amboy City Hall

Jones Berry Lumber

The Long Branch Saloon

Two Sisters on Main

Depot Tap

Shell Express Lane

The Bear’s Den

DIXON:
Shamrock Pub

SUBLETTE:
Bonnell’s General Store

Sublette Saloon

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet, Inc.

Shady Oaks Golf Course

Country Village Meats

COMPTON:
Jerry’s Tap

FRANKLIN GROVE:
Stenzel Insurance

OHIO:
Harry’s

Ticket sales will end on 
Saturday, Aug. 24 at noon, at 
the Compton, Dixon, Franklin 
Grove and Sublette locations.

Amboy locations will sell until 
noon on Sunday, Aug. 25. 

Depot Days Drum is located at 
Amboy Food and Liquor.

Drawing Sunday, August 25 after the Car Show       Proceeds to benefit Community Projects

Last Year’s Winner - $99,530
Second-Fifth Place wins $5,000 Cash

(Winners need not be present to win)

WORLD FAMOUS AMBOY DEPOT DAYS

On sa
le 

now
!

07
31

20
19

Friday, August 16th
50/50 RAFFLE

FOOD COURT & RIDES 4–10PM
BEER GARDEN 5–10PM

MAIN STAGE:
6-7PM Little Miss Peanut

8-10PM-Rollin Whiskey

Saturday, August 17th
50/50 RAFFLE

ARTS, CRAFTS & BUSINESS BOOTHS 10AM-4PM
FOOD COURT & RIDES  11AM-11PM

BEER GARDEN 2-11PM
7:30-11AM Pancakes in the Park-Lions

8-3PM Hub City Cruisers Car Show
10AM-1PM-Rootbeer Floats-Masonic Temple

11AM-3PM Kids Zone-at the Fire House Museum
Noon-4PM - Ice Cream Social - Flagg Township Museum

1-4PM-Roberts Armory Museum
4-9PM-Rochelle Moose Haunted Maze

MAIN STAGE:
10AM-Noon - No Rest for the Lou Who’s
12:30-1:30PM - Rochelle Performing Arts

2-4PM - Steve Ritchie Band
5-7PM - Dirty Fishnet Stockings

8-10PM - Fortunate Sons (CCR Tribute Band)

Sunday, August 18th
50/50 RAFFLE DRAWING at 6PM
FOOD COURT & RIDES  11AM-6PM

ARTS, CRAFTS & BUSINESS BOOTHS Noon-4PM
BEER GARDEN 2-6PM

7:30-11AM Pancakes in the Park-Lions
9-10:30AM St. Paul’s Lutheran 

Church (Worship & Service)
1:00 PM L.H.H.F. PARADE  

(Check in at 11:45 at St. Pat’s 
Learning Center!)

2-5PM Rochelle Moose Haunted Maze
3-6PM Ice Cream Social @ Gazebo  

- Women of the Moose
MAIN STAGE:

11-3PM Open Mic
4-6PM The Party Doctors

www.lincolnhighwayheritage festival.com

August 16, 17 & 18

2019 LINCOLN HIGHWAY 
HERITAGE FESTIVAL

22nd 

Annual

• BEER GARDEN! 
• KIDS ZONE!

• FOOD COURT!
• ARTS, CRAFT 

& BUSINESS 
BOOTHS!

CARNVIAL 
RIDES!

WEEKEND 
MEGA PASS!

$50 WITH COUPON 
(REG. PRICE $60)

GOOD FOR FRIDAY, 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY!

50/50 
RAFFLE!

2019

Sponsors:

08
07

20
19

Grace Fellowship to 
host Assemblymen 
concert Aug. 11

ASHTON — Grace Fellowship Church of Ashton 
will host The Assemblymen Gospel Quartet on Sunday, 
Aug. 11 at 6 p.m.

The Assemblymen Gospel Quartet will be starting its 
29th consecutive year of ministry in 2019. They perform 
mainly on Sunday evenings for a free will offering.  
Members include John Tallacksen, Paul Nelson, Gary 
Shull, David Nelson and Vern Thompson.

FRANKLIN GROVE 
— The Franklin Creek 
Conservation Association 
has revived a long-stand-
ing tradition by hosting the 
Singing Bird Chautauqua 
at the Franklin Creek State 
Natural Area. The fifth 
annual Chautauqua will 
be held on Sept. 29, at the 
Franklin Creek Grist Mill. 

Pronounced shuh-
TAW-kwuh, this tradi-
tional form of entertain-
ment is a celebration of 
American Life. Historic 
and contemporary topics 
are presented at the Chau-
tauqua by speakers and 
performers with a variety 
of perspectives on culture, 
art, history, innovation, 
philosophy and nature. 
The experience is both 
thought provoking and 
entertaining at the same 
time.

This year, the theme at 
the Singing Bird Chau-
tauqua is “The Forest, 
the Trees and the Autumn 
Leaves.” 

There will be a live 
eagle presentation by Hoo 
Haven, a wildlife reha-
bilitation and education 
center from Durand. Learn 
more about the usefulness 
of bison during a presen-
tation by the FCCA, about 
how the bison sustained 
Native American life and 
culture. There will also 
be a nature walk, horse 
decorating, live music and 
bison burgers.

This free event will 
start off with a Nature 
Walk through the Franklin 
Creek State Natural Area. 
There will be mill tours 
and music throughout the 
day. All proceeds from 
this event benefit the 
youth programs offered by 
the Franklin Creek Con-
servation Association, 
including renovations 
on our newest property 
purchase, 1480 Old Mill 
Road. Check out the 
schedule of events below:

10 a.m.-noon: Guided 
Nature Walk

Noon-12:30 p.m.: Live 
guitar performance

12:30-1:30 p.m.: The 

Grist mill to host 
Chautauqua

American Indian Way 
of Life

1:30-2 p.m. Break
2-3 p.m.: Live eagle 

presentation by Hoo Ha-
ven

3-3:30 p.m.: Break & 
Painted Ponies (painting 
live horses)

3:15-4:30 p.m.: Native 
American stories and 
«Talking Feather» craft 
(3:15-4:00, $3.00)

“Every Bit of a Bison” 

by FCCA -
How the bison sus-

tained Native American 
life and culture (3:30-4 
p.m.)

Live guitar perfor-
mance (4-4:30 p.m.)

4:30-5 p.m.: Celebra-
tion of Native American 
Culture Through Music 
and Dance - Kim Sigafus

Food, drinks, and gift 
store will be available 
from noon to 5:30 p.m.

The Assemblymen

OREGON — Winners in several 
departments of the Ogle County 4-H 
Fair have been announced.

Quality Meat 
Department

Champion Beef Carcass: Bode Mar-
tin, Oregon

Reserve Champion Beef Carcass: 
Grace Mongan, Oregon

Champion Goat Carcass: Ashley 
Williams, Leaf River

Champion Lamb Carcass: Brooke 
Ewald, Byron

Champion Pork Carcass: Maggie 
Eden, Byron

Reserve Champion Pork Carcass: 
Emma Thurow, Davis Junction

Horse Department
Champion Novice Showmanship: 

Addison Yordy, Leaf River
Champion Showmanship: Liberty 

Hayes, Kings
Reserve Champion Showmanship: 

Cassidy Vincent, Rochelle
Grand Champion Horse at Halter: 

Cassidy Vincent, Rochelle
Reserve Grand Champion Horse at 

Halter: Liberty Hayes, Kings
Junior Grand Champion Horseman-

ship: Cassidy Vincent, Rochelle
Senior Grand Champion Horseman-

ship: Liberty Hayes, Kings
Reserve Senior Grand Champion 

Horsemanship: Natalie Johnson, For-
reston

Junior Grand Champion Performance 
Horse: Cassidy Vincent, Rochelle

Senior Grand Champion Performance 
Horse: Liberty Hayes, Kings

Reserve Senior Grand Champion 
Performance Horse: Natalie Johnson, 
Forreston

Junior Equine Sportsmanship: Cas-
sidy Vincent, Rochelle

Senior Equine Sportsmanship: Na-
talie Johnson, Forreston

Junior Performance High Point: Cas-
sidy Vincent, Rochelle

Senior Performance High Point: 
Liberty Hayes, Kings

Junior Horse Speed Award: Cassidy 
Vincent, Rochelle

Cat Department
Champion Junior Showmanship: 

Hannah Freise, Byron
Champion Intermediate Showman-

ship: Ada Haner, Chana
Champion Feline: Christian Ryia, 

German Valley
Champion Cage or Carrier: Karissa 

Kaufman, Oregon

Clothing Department
Sewing Classes

Champion STEAM Clothing 1 – Non-
Sewn Exhibit: Ella Tunink, Leaf River

Champion STEAM Clothing 1 –Sewn 
Non-Clothing Exhibit: Ella Tunink, 
Leaf River

Reserve Champion STEAM Clothing 
1 – Sewn Non-Clothing Exhibit: Chey-
enne Somers, Lindenwood

Champion STEAM Clothing 1 -Sewn 
Clothing Exhibit: Sophia Stein, Rochelle

Reserve Champion STEAM Clothing 
1 -Sewn Clothing Exhibit: Elizabeth 
Kennedy, Davis Junction

Champion STEAM Clothing 2 
– Sewn Clothing Exhibit: Faith Mar-
quardt, Oregon

Champion STEAM Clothing 3 -Sewn 
Non-Clothing Exhibit: Lillian Kennedy, 
Davis Junction

Champion STEAM Clothing 3 – 
Sewn Clothing Exhibit: Lillian Kennedy, 
Davis Junction

Reserve Champion STEAM Cloth-
ing 3 – Sewn Clothing Exhibit: Mady 
Russell, Oregon

Grand Champion Sewn Clothing Ex-
hibit : Lillian Kennedy, Davis Junction

Reserve Grand Champion Sewn 
Clothing Exhibit : Faith Marquardt, 
Oregon

Grand Champion Sewn Non-Clothing 
Exhibit: Lillian Kennedy, Davis Junction

Reserve Grand Champion Sewn 
Non-Clothing Exhibit: Ella Tunink, 
Leaf River

Grand Champion Non-Sewn Exhibit: 
Ella Tunink, Leaf River
Shopping

Champion Shopping in Style Begin-
ning: Anna Marquardt, Oregon

Grand Champion Shopping in Style: 
Anna Marquardt, Oregon.

Winners announced 
in several categories 
at Ogle County Fair

Read and 
Recycle

Read and 
Recycle
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SPOTLIGHT

R
B

S620 S. 7th • Rochelle, IL | 815-562-2177
www.Prescottbrothersford.com

See us for all your tire needs! 
Call Mel or Barb in our service department.

Service Department open Saturdays 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Semi-Synthetic Oil &  
Filter Change & FREE Tire Rotation

$40 Plus tax & fees. 
Up to 5 quarts.

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Like on on Facebook
Lic# 055-013999

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Plumbing, Heating, Air 
Conditioning, Drinking water 

systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976

ROCHELLE — William “Bill” 
John Oral Gaston passed away on 
Aug. 3, 2019 at the age of 93 in 
Franklin Grove. He was born in 
a small farmhouse on 
Feb. 7, 1926 to Charles 
and Della (Branson) 
Gaston in Amboy.   

Bill is survived by 
his loving wife, Hel-
en; his children, De-
nise (Elmer) Coots of 
Round Lake Beach, Janet Gaston 
Seitz of Phoenix, Arizona, Norman 
Dale (Pamela) Gaston of Shabbo-
na, Deana Gaston of  Hainesville, 
Sherril Gaston of Harvard and 
Darrel (Kelley) Gaston of Phoenix, 
Arizona; as well as 16 grandchil-
dren, 30 great-grandchildren and 10 
great-great-grandchildren. 

Bill is preceded in death by his 
parents; one brother; seven sis-
ters; one granddaughter; and one 
great-grandson.

Bill was born the eighth child of 
nine into a family with one brother 
and seven sisters, raised by his father 
and older sister when his mother 
passed away from Erysipelatous 
when he was only two.  

He spent his school years in Ro-
chelle and played varsity football and 
basketball for Rochelle High School. 
At 17 he entered the Air Corps En-
listed Reserve and at the end of his 
junior year was called up for Active 
Duty as an Air Corps Aviation Cadet 
in 1944. While in the Air Corp, Bill 
won the prestigious Golden Gloves 
Boxing title. At the end of the war 
he returned to Rochelle and worked 
various jobs.  

In 1964 Bill met the love of his 

life, Helen Pasley, at the Blue Moon 
in Elgin. He described Helen as a “No 
nonsense type of gal, unlike many I 
had dated.” They married on July 10, 
1965 and just celebrated their 54th 
anniversary.

Bill started his own business, Gas-
ton Tire & Supply in DeKalb, in 1963. 
He moved his business and family 
to Shabbona, in 1968. In 1977 Bill 
became service and parts manager 
for the Tom Ferris Chevy/Olds in 
Marengo. In 1982 he took over as 
service manager for State Street Mo-
tors in Sycamore. Bill was known for 
being honest and conscientious with 
his customers. In, 1989 he returned 
to his hometown of Rochelle, and 
began managing The Countryside 
Village Apartments with his wife 
Helen until his retirement in 2006. 

Bill was civic minded and proud 
of his family and country. He was a 
Commander & District Commander 
in the Rochelle American Legion and 
member for 32 years and served on 
the Honor Guard. A Kiwanis member 
with perfect attendance for 30 years, 
and a member of the United Meth-
odist Church. Bill had also served as 
a Cub Scout Leader and Boy Scout 
Committee Chairperson. His recog-
nitions by many organizations for 
his dedication and loyal service are 
too numerous to name. One of the 
highlights of his last years was his 
WWII Honor Flight trip to Wash-
ington, D.C. He was so moved by 
his trip to D.C. that with help from 
his daughters Denise and Deana they 
put together a Veterans bus trip to 
D.C. in 2011 for all veterans WWII 
thru Vietnam. 

Bill loved to be surrounded by his 

family. Grandchildren had a special 
place in his heart. Children were 
drawn to him and looked forward 
to sitting on his lap or knee getting 
“Getty up a horsey, go to town” rides 
and watching for the “bumblebee” 
to get them. Those closest to Bill 
enjoyed listening to his life stories. 
He always had his camera or video 
camera handy to capture family 
moments. Bill and Helen enjoyed 
traveling around the United States 
and especially to Branson, Missou-
ri, where they enjoyed listening to 
their country music stars. Two of 
Bill’s claim to fame moments were 
winning the DeKalb and Shabbona 
Centennial Handle Bar Mustache 
contests. He was also a Master Pa-
rade Float builder. Bill was an avid 
woodworker and spent many hours 
working on the family genealogy 
and organizing the Gaston Family 
Reunions.

There are not words to express 
how much Bill will be missed by 
his wife, family and friends. He 
loved well and was well loved in 
return. We cherish the legacy that 
he leaves us and strive to live life 
to the fullest just as he did.

Services will be held on Saturday, 
Aug. 10 at the Rochelle United 
Methodist Church 709 4th Ave., 
Rochelle. Visitation is from 9 to 
11 a.m. with funeral service at 11 
a.m. In lieu of flowers, memorials 
can be made to the William Gaston 
Memorial Fund, addressed to the 
Gaston Family in care of Beverage 
Lyons Family Funeral Home 704 N. 
6th St., Rochelle, IL 61068. 

Visit www.beveragelyonsfamily-
fh.com to sign the online guest book.

William Gaston
Obituaries

OSWEGO — Jack T. Johnson, 
80, of Oswego, passed away Thurs-
day, Aug. 1, 2019 at Rush Copley 
Medical Center.  He was born Dec. 
28, 1938 in Aurora.

Jack was a U.S. Army veteran after 
graduating from East Aurora High 
School. He was united in marriage 
to Sandra Ann Lange on Sept. 16, 
1967. He was a devoted employee 
for over 44 years at Aurora Pump 
where he worked in engineering. 
Jack loved spending time sitting on 
his porch with a glass of cabernet 
surrounded by the many candles he 
lit and plants he loved to buy, but 
he was happiest in the company of 
family and friends

He is survived by his wife of 52 
years, Sandra A. (Lange) Johnson; 
two children, Lara (Rene) Delgado 
and Derek (Janine) Johnson; five 

grandchildren, Isaac, Noah and 
Sophia Delgado and Ryanna and 
Dylan Johnson; two sisters, Dolores 
(Jerald) Watgen and 
Carole (Kevin) Skrabo-
ly; his aunt, Irene “Sun-
ny” Donka; numerous 
nieces, nephews and 
cousins especially his 
dearest cousin, James 
(Judy) Baish; many 
dear friends including 
Eugene (Jerri) Snyder and his 
1957 East Aurora High School 
Classmates who continue to gather 
frequently. 

He is preceded in death by his 
parents, Clarence T and Mary Ann 
(Donka) Johnson.

Visitation was held Monday, Aug. 
5 from 3 until 8 p.m. with a Litur-
gical wake service at The Daleiden 

Mortuary, 220 N. Lake St. Aurora, 
Illinois 60506; 630- 631-5500.

Funeral services was held Tues-
day, Aug. 6 at 9:30 a.m. from The 
Daleiden Mortuary to St. Joseph 
Church at 10 a.m.; Fr. Matthew 
McMorrow officiated with interment 
at St. Joseph Cemetery.   

Please visit our interactive web-
site at www.daleidenmortuary.com 
where you may sign the guest book or 
leave condolences for Jack’s family.

In lieu of flowers memorial contri-
butions may be made in Jack’s name 
to the American Diabetes Associa-
tion, P.O. Box 15829 Arlington VA 
22215; St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital www.stjude.org/donate/ or 
the Aurora Central Catholic Heritage 
of Faith Campaign Aurora Central 
Catholic High School, 1255 N. 
Edgelawn Drive Aurora, IL 60506.

STEWARD — Vernon W. John-
son, 85, passed away peacefully 
Sunday, Aug. 4, 2019 at home with 
his family by his side. 
Vernon was born on 
July 24, 1934 to Walter 
and Hazel (Berg) John-
son in Rochelle. 

He was a 1952 grad-
uate of Steward High 
School. After high 
school, he proudly served with the 
United States Army. On Oct. 10, 1959, 
Vernon married Carol Ann Miller in 
Hinckley. He worked for Macklin 
Incorporated for many years.

Vernon was a life long member 
of Calvary Lutheran Church in Lee 
and a former council member and 

Union Cemetery board member. 
On Saturday mornings, he could be 
found with a great group of Tres Dias 
reunion group brothers. Vernon was 
an avid Cubs fan, enjoyed golfing 
and especially loved attending the 
sporting events and cattle shows of 
his grandchildren.   

Vernon is survived by his wife of 
almost 60 years, Carol, of Steward, 
two children, Renee (Brian) Rinard of 
Prole, Iowa, and Steve (Lisa) Johnson, 
of Shabbona; brother, Glen (Ginger) 
Johnson of DeKalb; brother-in-law, 
Donald (Pat) Miller of Hinckley; sis-
ter-in-law, Lois Mesmer of DeKalb; 
five grandchildren, Morgan, Tate and 
Libby Johnson, Maddison and Eric 
Rinard; and great-granddaughter, 

Cynthia Utter.
In addition to his parents, Vernon 

is preceded in death by his brother, 
Kenneth Johnson on April 7, 2016.

Visitation will be from 3 to 6 
p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 11 at the Un-
ger-Horner Funeral Home, 400 N. 
6th St., Rochelle. The funeral will be 
held at 10:30 a.m. on Monday, Aug. 
12 at Calvary Lutheran Church, 19 
Perry Road, Lee, with Pastor Martha 
Nelson officiating.  Burial will follow 
the service at Union Cemetery in Lee.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may 
be made in Vernon’s memory to 
Calvary Lutheran Church or Serenity 
Hospice & Home.  

Visit www.ungerhorner.com to 
sign the online guest book.

Jack Johnson

Vernon Johnson

From page 1

“The community seems to really enjoy it but there 
seems to be not as much awareness in the community 
to our existence as we would hope. We are hoping 
to build on that with the new site and a permanent 
home,” explained Manning. “[We hope to] be able to 
do more productions and types of productions each 
year. Right now, were doing about three productions 
a year, but want to scale it up to about seven.”

Funding for the shows comes from money earned 
through previous show ticket sales along with dona-
tions. Ticket prices range depending on the type of 
play; tickets for this upcoming play are $12 each and 
can be purchased through the website at vcctrochelle.
org. The play will take place at Salt 251 on Aug. 9, 
10, 16 and 17 at 8 p.m., and Aug. 11 at 2 p.m.

Information on how to donate and sign up to au-
dition for future plays can be also be found on the 
website. 

ROCHELLE — Lester Lee Rainwater Jr., 75, passed 
away on Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2019 at the Forest City 
Rehab in Rockford.

Arrangements are pending at the Unger Horner 
Funeral Home, 400 N. Sixth St., Rochelle. 

Visit www.UngerHorner.com.

Lester Rainwater Jr.

Curt Helgren and Terry Camplain rehearse for the up-
coming Vince Carney Community Theatre production 
“The Complete History of Theatre (Abridged).”

(COURTESY PHOTO)

VCCT: First show 
set for Aug. 9
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1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.

Dr. Nicole Marquardt 
Dr. Steve Baker 
Dr. Taryn Pfeiffer
Dr. Lynn Deets

Space Available
Advertise With Us

 Call Janine 
815-561-2153

Honey _____________
Hi, I’m Honey, and what a perfect name for a super sweet girl like 
me! Check out my ears - they stay up even when I am asleep! I am a 
very loving girl that gets along great with every person I have met so 
far, including kids. I am house trained and crate trained, and I know 
sit and shake. I love to go on car rides, play with squeaky toys, and 
find snacks in a snuffle mat. I also love to go on walks. I enjoy playing 
with some of the bigger dogs at playgroup, but not all. I’m pretty 
good on a leash and well behaved, but you’ll need to give me a few 
minutes to calm down first. I know sit, paw, other paw, and down. I’m 
not a fan of small critters and would probably be happiest as your 
one and only pet. At not yet 4 years old, I’ve already had puppies and 
survived heartworm disease. Now I just need the right family to take 
me home. Is that you? 
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Y

:

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.org

PET OF 
THE WEEK

Did you know?
Be aware of human foods that are 

poisonous to dogs and cats. 
Watch out for raisins, grapes, 
macadamia nuts, 
onions, garlic, 

unbaked yeast bread dough, 
fatty foods and 

chocolate.
24/7 ANIMAL POISON CONTROL 

CENTER: 855-764-7661

Let your local independent agent shop for 
you, and find the coverage you need.

Shopping around for  
car insurance? Don’t.

ROCHELLE  •  815.562.5596
RochelleIns.com

09282017

01032019

ROCHELLE • 815-562-5596
www.DimondBros.com

CENTRAL ILLINOIS LOAN

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

Give Us A Call – 815 561 4035!
310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle, IL 61068

06052019

PERSONAL NEEDS
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
VEHICLES
VACATIONS

Make us your first stop for

Stop in to speak with
Jami, Kristen & Kim

06052019

642 Lincoln 
Hwy DeKalb 815-756-1201 rositas.com

Hours: Mon - Sat 11 am -10 pm | Sun 11:30 am - 9 pm

PATIO IS 
OPEN!

Tuesday: All Import Beers on special
Thursday: All house Margaritas on special

Summer Food & Fun

On Aug. 2, at 1:16 p.m., Rochelle 
police arrested Tyrus J. Holland, 
29, of Rochelle, for driving while 
licensed revoked and speeding. He 
posted I-bond. His court date is set 
for Sept. 6. 

On Aug. 2, at 10:13 p.m., Ro-
chelle Police cited Mary L. Cassola, 
54, of Rochelle, for texting while 
driving. She issued a promise to 
comply. Her court date is set for 
Sept. 6. 

On Aug. 2, at 11:07 p.m., Ro-
chelle police cited Derrick C. Fiegel, 
37, of Machesney Park, for speeding, 

63 m.p.h. in a 40 m.p.h. zone. He 
issued a promise to comply. His 
court date is set for Sept. 6. 

On Aug. 2, at 11:42 p.m., Ro-
chelle police cited Matthew Frank, 
22, of Rochelle, for disobeying a stop 
sign, not having valid registration 
and no insurance. He was issued a 
notice to appear. His court date is 
set for Sept. 6.

On Aug. 3, at 2:18 p.m., Rochelle 
police arrested John C. Garza, 34, 
of Rochelle, for no valid driver’s 
license. He posted I-bond. His court 
date is set for Sept. 6. 

On Aug. 4, at 8:27 p.m., Rochelle 
police cited Nora K. Petry, 19, of 
Rochelle, for speeding. She issued 
a promise to comply. Her court date 
is set for Sept. 6. 

On Aug. 5, at 12:23 p.m., Ro-
chelle police cited Joseph A. Powell, 
36, of Rochelle, for disobeying a stop 
sign. He issued a promise to comply. 
His court date is set for Sept. 6.

On Aug. 5, at 2:20 p.m., Rochelle 
police cited Siomara Reyes Marti-
nez, 37, of Rochelle, for having no 
insurance. She issued a promise to 
comply. 

On Aug. 2, at 6:20 p.m., 
deputies responded to the 
report of a single vehicle mo-
torcycle accident in the 5000 
block of West Illinois Route 
64. Upon conducting an in-
vestigation, James Blasz, 75, 
along with passenger Carol 
Blasz, 71, of Miles, Iowa, 
were traveling eastbound 
when they veered off of the 
roadway and into the ditch.  
The motorcycle overturned 
and both riders were eject-
ed.  Both were transported 
to KSB Hospital in Dixon 
by Mount Morris EMS and 
Polo EMS where they were 
treated for no life-threatening 
injuries.  

On Aug. 2, at approxi-
mately 7:49 a.m., deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
in the 3000 Block South 
Illinois Route 251 for a 
moving violation. After a 
short investigation, deputies 
arrested Jamal HN Graves, 
27, of Rockford, for driving 
while licenses suspended. 
Jamal was then transported 
to the Ogle County Jail and 
held in lieu of bond.  

Aug. 3
On Aug. 3, at 8:33 p.m., 

the Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Office and Lynn-Scott-Rock 
Ambulance responded to a 
motorcycle crash on Inter-
state 39 near mile marker 
106. Investigation by dep-
uties revealed that a n/bnd 
motorcycle operated by 
Brenton Cleveland, 21, of 
Kingston, had skidded off 
the roadway and ejected 
Cleveland into the median. 

Cleveland was transported 
by ambulance to Mercy Hos-
pital for what appeared to be 
non-life-threatening injuries.

On Aug. 3, Kyle W. Thun-
berg, 30, of Sycamore, was 
arrested in the 4700 block of 
North German Church Road 
for possession of controlled 
substance.

On Aug. 3, the Ogle Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office responded 
to a one vehicle crash on 
Prairie Moon Drive. As a 
result, deputies arrested Na-
nette Estes, 46, of Rochelle, 
for D.U.I. Estes was held 
in lieu of bond at the Ogle 
County Jail.

Aug. 4
On Aug. 4, at 3:33 p.m., 

the Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Office, Oregon Fire De-
partment and the Oregon 
Ambulance responded to a 
one-vehicle accident with 
injuries at the intersection of 
Illinois Route 64 and Lime-
kiln Road. A tan Toyota Rav 
4 was westbound on Illinois 
Route 64 attempting to turn 
right onto Limekiln Road. 
The Toyota struck the em-
bankment in the Northwest 
corner of the intersection. 
The driver Sherry L. Butler, 
63, of Genoa, was trans-
ported to KSB Hospital by 
Oregon EMS with minor 
injuries. Butler was issued 
citations for failure to reduce 
speed to avoid an accident, 
illegal transportation of al-
cohol and driving under the 
influence. Butler was given 
an I-bond with a September 
court date. 

Stuff the squad

On Saturday Rochelle Mayor John Bearrows, along with his wife, Dina, and granddaughter, stopped to 
drop off some school supplies for the Rochelle Police Department’s Stuff the Squad event. Supervisor of 
Dispatch Sandy Sullivan was on hand as well. Officers were accepting new school supplies and mone-
tary donations to purchase supplies for local school children. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Deputies investigate 
motorcycle accident

Man arrested for driving while revoked
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Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

Question: 
More businesses are offering online ordering and curbside pick up. Have you used 
those services? What are your thoughts on those?  Do you think more businesses 

will move toward those services?

“I have not used it but my 
daughter does where she 
lives. They have a system 
where they deliver it and it 
helps her stick to a list. And I 
think that business will have 
to start adopting this method 
to keep with the times.”

Rod Brown

“I have not picked up, but I 
have ordered online and picked 
up there. My daughter has 
though and she loves it. It’s 
convenient and helps you not 
to buy more than what is on the 
list. No walking in and seeing 
everthing that is tempting.”

Theresa Crystal

“Yes, I have used it with 
Walmart. It was super easy 
and only took me about 10 
minutes.”

Vicki Pemberton

VOICE ON THE STREET

Scott Reeder

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                     dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Shirley Reif  sreif@crestfoods.com
Jean Tess  dtess503@comcast.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                             jrvtlv02@msn.com       
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Robert Walsh  bob.walsh@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Brent Tracy  brent.tracy@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board
Mic Brooks mbrooks@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodi Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Jamey Sulser  jsulser@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
Kim Whalen  kwhalen@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Deanne Haub  hobnob67@comcast.net
Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mike Misch  mmfam@live.com
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us

Pam Pitman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Jeanie Sparacino jsparacino@hillcrestil.us
Rich Elliott  relliott@hillcrestil.us
*Jason Fore  jfore@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Kent Chidley  kenarfarms@yahoo.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

LAST week, I 
sat in this small 
Texas town and 

listened to a mother tell 
me how a gunman killed 
her son as he hunkered in a 
classroom closet.

Her boy was one of 10 
people 
killed in 
the May 
18, 2018,  
shooting 
at Santa 
Fe High 
School. 

In the 
wake of 
the trag-
edy, she works in a coun-
seling center that is helping 
the community heal. 

I’m glad psychiatric 
care is available for the vic-
tims, but there might not be 
any victims if the shooter 
had received such care.

After all, what mentally 
well person would shoot-
up a mall, a store or a 
school? 

In recent years, our al-
ternatives for dealing with 
the dangerously mentally 
ill have diminished.

According to an Ohio 
State University Study, 
there were 400,000 pa-
tients in American mental 
hospitals in 1950, a time 
when the population of 
the United States was half 
what it is today. 

Today, that number is 
about 30,000. 

The de-institutional-
ization of the mentally ill 
began in the 1970s with 
the best of intentions. The 
idea was to transition these 
troubled souls into com-
munity-based out-patient 
care. Instead, millions 
ended up homeless on 
American streets.

Communities such as 
East Moline, Galesburg, 
Kankakee, Jacksonville 
and Peoria once housed 
large state facilities dedi-
cated not only to caring for 
the afflicted but protecting 
society from the potentially 
dangerous. 

And the story is the 
same in other states. Clos-
ing mental institutions, 
after all, was a national 
phenomenon. 

If the rate of hospitaliza-
tion had kept pace with 
population growth, about 
one million Americans 
would be receiving in-pa-

tient care for mental health 
issues, Dr. E. Fuller Torrey, 
founder of the Treatment 
Advocacy Center, said in a 
recent Wall Street Journal 
column. 

Perhaps not surprising-
ly, the  frequency of mass 
shootings has increased 
steadily since the 1980s, 
when the  closing of state 
mental hospitals reached 
its peak. 

Torrey noted that mul-
tiple studies have reported 
that, at any given time, 
between 40percent and 
50percent of those who in 
an earlier era  would have 
received hospital care are 
receiving no treatment for 
their mental illness. 

America emptied its 
public psychiatric hospitals 
without ensuring that the 
released patients would 
receive the necessary 
treatment to control their 
symptoms. We should 
not be surprised by these 
outbreaks of violence. 

Torrey notes, multiple 
studies done between 
2000 and 2015 suggest 
that about a third of mass 
killers have an untreated 
severe mental illness. If 
mental illness is defined 
more broadly, the percent-
age is higher. In 2018 the 
FBI released a report that 
found  that 40percent of 
the shooters had received 
a psychiatric diagnosis, 
and 70percent had “mental 
health stressors” or “mental 
health concerning behav-
iors” before the attack.

But thinking in a 
broader since, what ratio-
nal person would commit a 
mass murder?

Mandatory injectable 
antipsychotic medication, 
which can be effective for 
as long as three months, 
may be something we 
should consider for indi-
viduals who refuse to take 
their medication. And, yes, 
we may need to consider 
expanding in-patient treat-
ment options as well.

Is mental health treat-
ment the only factor in 
reducing mass shootings? 
No. But it’s a good place 
to start.

 Scott Reeder is a vet-
eran statehouse journalist 
and a freelance reporter. 
ScottReeder1965@gmail.
com.

Mental illness and 
mass shootings
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

CALENDAR

FROM THE HEART  
DAILY CASH WINNERS

Checks to winners will be mailed out at the end of each 
month

July 30 - Jan Hansen, Overland Park, Kansas, $25

July 31 - Nick Moore, Rochelle (CHS), $25

Aug. 1 - T-Byrd Lanes, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 2 - Julia Turner, DeKalb $25

Aug. 3 - Maplehurst Farms, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 4 - Calvin Jacobs, Rochelle, $50

Aug. 5 - Alexis Eckhardt, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 6 - Brent Ohlinger, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 7 - Mr. & Mrs. Chase Lodico, Chicago, $25

Wed., Aug. 7
1:30 p.m. – Alcoholics 
Anonymous will meet 
at St. Patrick’s Learning 
Center, 903 N. Caron 
Road. (every Wednesday)

Thu., Aug. 8 - 
Sun., Aug. 11
7 a.m. to 6 p.m. — The 
63rd annual Sycamore 
Steam Show & Threshing 
Bee will be held at the 
Taylor Marshall Farm, 
27707 Lukens Road, 
Sycamore. Admission is 
$7; children under 12 are 
free; senior citizens pay 
$5 on Thursday. There is a 
parade daily at 1:30 p.m. 
For more information 
visit www.threshingbee.
org.

Thu., Aug. 8
4:30 to 7:30 p.m. — 
Dinner will be served at 
The Kitchen Table, 7034 
E. Klondike Road. The 
menu includes Swedish 
meatballs over pasta, 
roasted veggies, bread 
and butter, salad. The 
kids’ menu includes corn 
dog with chips, chicken 
nuggets or peanut butter 
and jelly. 

6:30 to 8 p.m. — NAMI 
(National Alliance on 
Mental Illness) will 
host its monthly family 
support group at Faith 
Lutheran Church, 14206 
E. Flagg Road. Groups 
are designed to provide 
support to participants 
using a structured 
support group model 
and is led by NAMI 
trained facilitators caring 
for individuals living with 
a mental health condition 
themselves. More 
information is available 
at namisaukarea.org.

7 p.m. — “Peace for your 
Heart” AL-ANON meeting 
is held each Thursday 
at Hicks Hall in Rochelle 
United Methodist Church, 

709 4th Ave. (every 
Thursday)

Sun., Aug. 11
7 p.m. — “Peace for your 
Heart” AL-ANON meeting 
is held each Thursday 
at Hicks Hall in Rochelle 
United Methodist 
Church, 709 4th Ave. 
(every Thursday)

Mon., Aug. 12
5 to 6 p.m.— Rochelle 
Christian Community 
free Monday supper for 
all in need. The supper 
is served at St. Patrick 
Parish Center, 244 Kelley 
Drive.

6:30 p.m. – Group Hope 

meets in the RCH Health 
& Wellness Center 
Conference Room. 
Provides support with 
depression and bipolar 
disorder. Affiliated with 
the Rock River Mental 
Health Association. 
(every Monday)

Tue., Aug. 13
4:30 to 7:30 p.m. — 
Dinner will be served at 
The Kitchen Table, 7034 
E. Klondike Road. The 
menu includes grilled 
BBQ chicken on the grill, 
potato salad, baked 
beans and fruit. The 
kids’ menu includes corn 
dog with chips, chicken 
nuggets or peanut butter 
and jelly. 

Thu., Aug. 14
4:30 to 7:30 p.m. — 
Dinner will be served at 
The Kitchen Table, 7034 
E. Klondike Road. The 
menu includes stuffed 
shells, spinach pie, 
mushroom bisque, salad; 
stuffed shells with meat 
sauce, garlic bread and 
salad. The kids’ menu 
includes corn dog with 
chips, chicken nuggets or 
peanut butter and jelly. 

(Submit items for the 
Community Calendar 
to jsimmons@rochelle-
news-leader.com)

Meetings

Mon., Aug. 12
6:30 p.m. — The Rochelle 
City Council will meet in 
regular session in council 
chambers at Rochelle 
City Hall. The meeting is 
open to the public.

Tue., Aug. 13
7 p.m. — The Rochelle 
Elementary Board of 
Education will meet in 
regular session. The 
meeting is open to the 
public.

Mon., Aug. 19
6 p.m. — The City of 
Rochelle will host a 
Town Hall meeting to 
discuss the details of the 
new Cannabis Taxation 
and Regulation Act and 
the effect recreational 
marijuana use will 
have beginning Jan. 1, 
2020. Talks will include 
whether Rochelle will be 
allowing dispensaries, 
and if so, where they 
would be permitted 
as well as what steps 
necessary to allow a 
dispensary. This is meant 
to be an informational 
meeting. No votes or 
decisions will be made 
that night.

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Aug. 10
Phyllis Vaught

Aug. 12
Kevin Sherburne

Hayden Smith
Adam Baker

Aug. 14
Windy Turner
Carter Johnson

Aug. 15
Alana Rodriguez
Haley Simmons
Corey Gilliam

Aug. 16
Kenzi Perkins
Brian Smith

 Aug. 17
Josh Perkins Jr.

 Aug. 19
Eddie & Melissa 

Villalobos
Aug. 20

Jose & Amanda 
Avila

Kim Patrick
Tim & Dena Koker

Nick Henson
Oaklyn South

Benjamin Navejas
Aug. 24

Alex Avila
TJ & Kelsey 

Rogers
Aug. 25

Megan South
Kevin & Amie 

Eggenburg

OREGON — Serenity Hospice and Home will be 
starting an 8-week class entitled “Understanding Your 
Grief” at The Serenity Shed located at 131 N. 3rd St. 
in downtown Oregon.

This class starts Sept. 8 and ends Oct. 29 and will 
be from 6 to 7:30 p.m. each Tuesday.

“The group was ‘our’ group, not one that outsiders 
could drop into. It felt very safe for me and I trusted 
these people with my feelings,” said a recent participant.  
“If I wanted to share I could without fear of judgement.  
I was comfortable being with this group. I was not alone 
in my grief.”

The structure of the group will follow the book by 
Dr. Alan D. Wolfelt which covers 10 touchstones in 
the areas of physical, emotional, cognitive, social and 
spiritual growth to help you through the grief process.  

Wolfelt has written many books about healing after 
the loss of a loved one and is considered a leading grief 
educator.  The class will be facilitated by Cathy Warren, 
who is Serenity Hospice’s Bereavement Coordinator.  

“I am very excited to offer a class like this one,” said 
Warren. “Our grief groups are usually open-ended and 
people come and go as they travel through their own 
journey of grief. This is a more structured approach 
and the participant will know exactly when it will end.”  

Each participant will receive a copy of the book by 
Dr. Wolfelt. Call Serenity Hospice at 815-732-2499 to 
find out more information or to register for the class.  
Class size is limited.

Dr. Wolfelt course 
offered to the community
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STATE NEWS

NOTICE OF PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX 
INCREASE FOR

CRESTON-DEMENT PUBLIC LIBRARY 
DISTRICT

I. A public hearing to approve a proposed property tax 
levy increase for the Creston-Dement Public Library 
District for 2019 will be held on August 20, 2019 at 6:30 
P.M. at the Library, 107 South Main St., Creston, Illi-
nois.

Any person desiring to appear at the public hearing 
and present testimony to the taxing district may con-
tact Ms. Kristi Scherer, Director, 107 South Main St., 
Creston, Illinois, 60113, telephone (815) 384-3111.

II. The corporate and special purpose property taxes 
extended for 2018 were $126,768.74.

The proposed corporate and special purpose property 
taxes to be levied for 2019 are $138,200.00. This rep-
resents a 9% increase over the previous year.

III. The property taxes extended for debt service and 
public building commission leases for 2018 were $0.

The estimated property taxes to be levied for service 
and public building commission leases for 2019 are $0. 
This represents a 0% increase over the previous year.

IV. The total property taxes extended for 2018 were 
$126,768.74.

The estimated total property taxes to be levied for 2019 
are $138,200.00. previous year. This represents a 9% in-
crease over the previous year.

Feed your passion at Kish.
Visit www.kish.edu/culinary

Hospitality & Culinary
CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION

Feed your passion for cooking –
start your career in Culinary
Arts at Kish!

• Small class sizes and fully-stocked
 kitchen workstations
• Create delicious dishes – baking and
 cooking – plus learn proper food
 handling, kitchen and equipment safety,
 knife skills and more
• Earn ServSafe Manager Certification 

BY REBECCA ANZEL
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

 
SPRINGFIELD — An 

Illinois state senator was for-
mally accused of collecting 
a salary as well as health 
and pension benefits from 
a labor union “for which 
he did little or no work” by 
a federal grand jury Friday 
in Cook County.

Villa Park Democrat 
Tom Cullerton, who has 
served in the General As-
sembly since January 2013, 
is charged with 40 counts in 
an indictment alleging he 
“knowingly conspire(d)” 
to embezzle from the Team-
sters Joint Council 25 and 
Teamsters Local Union 734 
Unions. Cullerton is also 
facing one count alleging he 
lied on health forms.

John Theis, the senator’s 
attorney, said in an emailed 
statement to the Chicago 
Tribune that the allegations 
against Cullerton are “sim-
ply not true, and we will 
be defending the charges 
in court.”

“As an honorably dis-
charged veteran of the 
United States Army and 
highly respected public 
servant, Tom Cullerton is a 
person who is dedicated to 
his family, constituents, and 
all Illinoisans,” Theis said in 
the statement. “The action 
by the U.S. Department of 
Justice has nothing to do 
with Mr. Cullerton’s work in 
the Illinois State Senate, but 
is the result of false claims 
by disgraced Teamsters boss 
John Coli in an apparent 
attempt to avoid penalties 
for his wrongdoing.”

Theis is married to Illi-
nois Supreme Court Justice 
Mary Jane Theis.

The federal government, 

Sen. Tom Cullerton, 
D-Villa Park, is pictured 
here speaking on the 
Senate floor at the 
Capitol in Springfield. 
On Friday, Cullerton was 
indicted in federal court 
on 40 counts alleging he 
conspired to embezzle 
from the Teamsters Joint 
Council 25 and Team-
sters Local Union 734 
Unions. Cullerton, who 
has been in office since 
2013, is also facing one 
count alleging he lied on 
health forms. 

Feds: State senator collected pay 
and benefits for ‘little or no work’

Villa Park Dem Tom Cullerton indicted on 41 counts of 
embezzlement and false medical statements

in court documents, claims 
the senator’s purported 
actions caused the union to 
lose $274,066 from January 
2013 through February 
2016 — $188,320 in salary 
and allowances; $64,068 in 
medical and pension plan 
contributions; and $21,678 
in “reimbursed medical 
claims.”

According to the in-
dictment, Cullerton also 
received holiday bonuses 
for three years, and collected 
about $60,000 from January 
15, 2015, through the end of 
January 2016.

The senator was a mem-
ber of Teamsters Local 
Union 734 before being 
elected to the General As-

sembly. While in office, in 
March 2013, Cullerton was 
hired as a union organizer, 
according to court docu-
ments. That position was a 
full-time one that came with 
health and pension benefits.

The indictment alleges 
the senator “was doing little 
or no work for Teamsters 
Joint Council 25 during each 
pay period he was paid full-
time salary as an organizer,” 
even though he “was paid a 
monthly car and telephone 
allowance.”

Those full-time wages 
continued while Cullerton 
fulfilled his obligations as 
a state senator, the court 
documents continue.

He was hired to the union 
position by John Coli, the 
former union leader who 
recently agreed to work with 
federal prosecutors as part 
of a plea deal. Coli said in 
federal court he was guilty 
of extorting a film studio in 
Chicago.

Cullerton reported the 
additional income in a State-
ment of Economic Interests 
form with the secretary of 
state’s office, as required 
by Illinois law, in 2013 and 
2014 but not in 2015 or 2016, 
according to the indictment.

“This is clearly part of 
an ongoing investigation,” 
John Patterson, spokesper-
son for Senate President 
John Cullerton, said in an 
emailed statement. “The 
senate president reminds 
everyone we have a system 
of justice that presumes ev-
eryone innocent until proven 
otherwise.”

The senate president, a 
Democrat from Chicago, is 
a distant cousin of Sen. Tom 
Cullerton.

Federal prosecutors sub-
mitted a document asking 

(CREDIT: 
SENATORTOMCULLERTON.COM)

that if Cullerton is found 
guilty of the charges against 
him, he should have to pay 
back $274,066, which they 
allege is traceable to the 
alleged offenses.

Rep. Grant Wehrli, a Na-
perville Republican, called 
on Cullerton to resign.

“If true, his actions were 
highly illegal and complete-
ly unbecoming of the office 
he holds,” Wehrli said in a 
statement. “Ethical behavior 
is not a partisan issue. Mem-
bers of both parties should 
be denouncing this type of 
conduct. I ask all Illinois 
lawmakers, both Republi-
cans and Democrats, to join 
me in calling for Senator 
Cullerton’s resignation.”

Rep. Mart Batinick, a 
Republican from Plainfield, 
had a different take.

“Politicians who have 
put personal gain over the 
welfare of the citizens of 
Illinois are a big reason why 
we are in the financial mess 
we are in. There has been 
too much self-dealing for 
too long. Time after time 
I blame one group — the 
voters,” Batinick said in an 
emailed statement.

“This is not the first 
time something like this 
is happened yet voters 
keep rewarding the same 
leadership election after 
election.  Voters need to step 
up, pay attention, and vote 
differently.  Or, they need 
to stop complaining about 
our high taxes and corrupt 
governance,” the statement 
continued.

A new law that 
seeks to make 
Illinois’ road-

ways safer for emergen-
cy personnel was signed 
into law on July 30.  I 
attended the signing 
ceremony in Rockford. 
As a retired law enforce-
ment officer, 
I take the 
loss of every 
brother or 
sister in blue 
personally.

Senate 
Bill 2038 
is the result 
of a series 
of distracted-driving 
accidents earlier this 
year – one in northwest 
Illinois – that resulted 
in the death of three ISP 
Troopers

Senate Bill 2038 man-
dates the Secretary of 
State to include at least 
one question on the writ-
ten driving test in regards 
to Scott’s Law, the safety 
standard in place requir-
ing drivers to move over, 
if possible, and slow 
down when approaching 
an emergency vehicle.

The new law also cre-
ates the Move Over Task 
Force to study the issue 
of violations of Scott’s 
Law with attention to the 
causes of the violations 
and ways to protect law 
enforcement and emer-
gency responders.

Scott’s Law was 
named after Lieutenant 
Scott Gillen of the Chi-
cago Fire Department, 
who was struck and 
killed by an intoxicated 
driver while assisting at 
a crash on the Dan Ryan 

Expressway.
Senate Bill 2038 

received unanimous sup-
port when it came before 
the Senate in May.

Hunting 
educational 

opportunities
Legislation aimed 

at promoting hunting 
education and safety was 
signed into law on July 
26. 

House Bill 3462 
gives school districts 
the option to include 
hunting safety classes as 
part of their curriculum.  
The measure allows the 
Illinois State Board of 
Education to prepare and 
distribute instructional 
materials as guidelines 
for development of a unit 
of instruction on hunting 
education.

Schools will have 
final determination on 
what curriculum, if any, 
is taught in the class-
room.

Having received the 
Governor’s signature, 
the new law takes effect 
immediately. 

State fair
The 2019 Illinois 

State Fair gets under way 
Aug. 8 in Springfield.  
The 11-day event brings 
hundreds of thousands of 
people through its gates 
in celebration of agricul-
ture, the state’s number 
one employer and driver 
of the state’s economy.

For daily schedules 
check out the Illinois 
State Fair website.

Sen. Brian 
Stewart

New laws, hunting 
education and upcoming 
ag events highlight week
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SPORTS JOINING THE ARMY 
 
Former RTHS football player Max Basler is 
enlisting in the U.S. Army. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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Rochelle Junior Tackle

Rochelle Junior Tackle

Cheerleaders ready to pump up the crowd
Current and former RTHS performers helping girls build confidence

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — When 
the Rochelle Junior Tackle 
football players are bat-
tling their opponents on the 
gridiron, the cheerleaders 
are always on the sideline 
keeping fans involved and 
raising Rochelle football 
spirit through chants and 
routines.

More than 40 cheer-
leaders will dress for the 
2019 season, with each 
grade level (fifth through 
eighth) rostering roughly 
10-to-12 cheerleaders. The 
teams have been practic-
ing since June, and cheer 
coordinator Mychaela 
Hurst is looking forward 
to her first season leading 
the cheer program.

“I have enjoyed work-
ing with the girls again 
and being able to work 
with Lisa Sutton to show 
me how to take over the 
program and learn some 
new life skills,” Hurst said. 
“At first, I was hesitant 
to take over the program 
when Lisa and Kate [Fri-
estad] asked me last year, 
but after working with the 
girls at Rochelle Middle 
School, I decided to give 

it a try.”
The cheerleaders prac-

tice 2-to-3 times each week 
learning about 50 chants 
for the football season. 

Several current and 
former Rochelle Town-
ship High School cheer-
leaders including Hurst, 
Lydia Ankney (eighth 
grade), Macey Ryan, Al-
lison Kalata, Olivia Ramos 
(seventh grade), Cristina 
Alfano, Maggie Williams 
(sixth grade), Grace Or-
likowski, Teigan Young, 
Schuyler Podolski and 
Megan Thompson (fifth 
grade) are working with 
the teams, teaching them 
stunts, proper technique, 
motions and jumps.

“I think it’s important 
for the high school girls to 
give back to the program 
that helped them become 
the athletes they are today,” 
Hurst said. “The girls need 
to start somewhere and I 
think the RJT program is 
an amazing way to intro-
duce how to safely cheer 
and perform in front of 
crowds. It’s important for 
the girls to feel confident 
in themselves and it’s truly 
amazing to see these girls 
come out of their shells.”

While many cheerlead-

ers continue on at the 
high school, many are 
also currently cheering at 
the middle school level. 
Hundreds of fans arrive 

at Helms Park for football 
games during the season, 
and Hurst said the cheer 
program helps girls pre-
pare for the crowd sizes 

seen at both middle school 
and high school events.

“It keeps the girls on 
their toes,” Hurst said. 
“The program also helps 

so the girls don’t go into 
school cheerleading sur-
prised as to all the rules 
and techniques that are 
expected of them.” 

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)

The Rochelle Junior Tackle cheerleading program will field more than 40 girls across four grade levels during 
the 2019 football season.

Moving to the music
Dance program preparing girls for success beyond football season

Three dance teams will take the field and perform during Rochelle Junior Tackle games this season. There are five dancers on each team, 
totaling 15 dancers.

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Many 
of the dancers at Rochelle 
Township High School 
started with the Rochelle 
Junior Tackle dance pro-
gram as grade-schoolers 
and middle-schoolers. 

While the football play-
ers and cheerleaders are 
working hard to prepare 
for the 2019 season, the 
dancers are also practicing 
multiple times each week 
to showcase their skills.

Fifteen dancers across 
three teams (fifth grade, 
sixth grade and seventh-
eighth grade) will take 
the field and perform 
during Rochelle Junior 
Tackle games this season. 
Each team has the help 
of current and former 
RTHS dancers including 
Tatianna Contreras, the 
daughter of dance pro-
gram coordinator Tonia 
Holland. Contreras will 
be continuing her dance 
career at North Central 
College this coming year.

“Watching the perfor-
mances come together is a 

lot of fun,” said Contreras, 
who will coach the fifth 
and sixth-graders this 
season alongside Taylor 
Kreider (sixth grade) and 
Jessie Vagle (fifth grade). 
“The girls get to be part 
of a team and they learn 
a lot from each other. The 

program also helps the 
girls make new friends.”

The combined sev-
enth-eighth grade team, 
coached by RTHS dancers 
Erin Decker and Kayla 
Keilman, includes Gabby 
Davis, Kennedy Smith, 
Alexis Huerta, Kayla Orte-

ga and Kaylee Lidren. 
The sixth-graders feature 
Mariah Reyes, Jennifer 
Gonzalez, Cammyla Ma-
cias, Jaicee Ramos and 
Aracely Rios. The fifth-
graders will field Kami 
Damask, Gracie Sitter, 
Dylan Etes, Sawyer Stock-

ton and Izabel Dorwaldt.
“The girls learn some of 

the ways the high school 
girls practice and prepare 
for their routines,” Contre-
ras said. “They spend a lot 
of time in practice working 
on their dance moves.”

The Junior Hubs will 

host Dixon for their home 
opener on Saturday, Aug. 
17. 

Rochelle closes out the 
season with three straight 
home games against Win-
nebago, Oregon and Ke-
wanee on Sept. 14, 21 
and 28.

90 Days Same as Cash                                 Mon-Fri 9am-5:00 • Sat 9am-4pm • Sun Closed

429-433 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, Illinois

815-562-8765
hubcityfurniture.com

HUB CITY FURNITURE

05
23

20
17

RECLINERS
RECLINING SOFAS

RECLINING LOVESEATS
RECLINING SECTIONALS

ALL SALE 
PRICED!

Hospitality & Culinary
Feed your
passion for
cooking – start
your career
in Culinary Arts
at Kish!   

C A R E E R  &  T E C H N I C A L  E D U C A T I O N

Feed your passion at Kish. Visit www.kish.edu/culinary

• Small class sizes and fully-stocked
 kitchen workstations
• Create delicious dishes – baking
 and cooking – plus learn proper food
 handling, kitchen and equipment
 safety, knife skills and more
• Earn ServSafe Manager Certification 



The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

1030 South 7th Street

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

Cappel’s Complete Car Care
1161 S. 7th St., Rochelle, IL
www.cappelscompletecarecare.com

815-561-TIRE (8473)
M-F 8am--5pm • Sat 8am-Noon

BEST PRICE AROUND!
FULL 

SYNTHETIC 
OIL CHANGE

$4599
Up 
to 5 
Quarts

Exp. 6/30/19

Need another great 
reason to come to Kish?
You can
wear your
jammies!
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Our Online Degree Program
is nothing to yawn about.
It’s affordable & you’ll  never
have to leave your own space!

www.kish.edu/reasons
Register today!

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

We Can Do That
Postcards

Business Cards
Magazines
Brochures
Yard Signs

Flyers
Posters
Banners

Letterheads
Calendars
Catalogs
Folders

Envelopes
Stickers
Labels

CD/DVD Packing
  litho  digital print & copy  design  large format

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
P: 815.562.7057 • hubprint@hubprint.net

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

Highway 38 • Rochelle, IL

Highway 38 
Rochelle, IL

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

Kenny’s  
Place

Sunday 11am-11pm • Monday-Wednesday 10am-1am
Thursday-Saturday 10am-2am

411 Cherry Ave. • Rochelle, IL • 815-562-6568

#GoHubs#purplepride

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S

F2
01

7

ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 2 • PAGE 2WEDNESDAY, AUG. 7, 2019

HUB SPOTLIGHT

(PHOTO COURTESY OF AURORA UNIVERSITY ATHLETICS)

Former Rochelle football player Max Basler is joining the U.S. Army to become an 
officer after earning his bachelor’s degree from Aurora University. Basler played four 
years of football with the Spartans.

U.S. Army up next for 
Rochelle lineman Basler
BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

FORMER Rochelle student-athlete 
Max Basler was playing through 
his sophomore football season at 

Aurora University when his team created 
perhaps his favorite memory from his four-
year career with the Spartans.

Basler and his teammates were locked in 
a tough battle with Benedictine University 
for the Northern Athletics Collegiate Confer-
ence title in November 2016. Leading by one 
point on Senior Day, the Spartans went to 
overtime, scoring a touchdown and adding 
an extra point to go ahead 28-21. Despite 
surrendering a touchdown to Benedictine, 
the Spartans blocked the point-after attempt, 
winning the game 28-27 and claiming the 
NACC crown. 

The play found its way onto SportsCenter, 
ESPN’s flagship sports program, and it was 
one of two moments Basler was quick to 
recount when reflecting on his career with 
the Spartans. The other was a 28-21 win 
over Rockford University in October 2017, 
when Basler recorded one of two sacks on 
Rockford’s final drive of the game to seal a 
victory for the Spartans. 

Basler graduated this spring with his 
bachelor’s degree.

“I enjoyed being able to play the game with 
some of my best friends, and I enjoyed being 
able to hang out with them on a daily basis,” 
Basler said. “Aurora University really helped 
me as a player by making me quicker, faster 

and a better pass rusher… As a person, the 
football program helped me overcome my 
shyness by forcing me out of my comfort 
zone. Because of that, I now feel comfortable 
in any situation I’m in.”

Basler finished his senior season this past 
fall with 10 total tackles including a season-
high three tackles against Adrian College on 
Sept. 15, 2018. The 5-foot-10, 245-pound 
defensive lineman ended his career with 
29 total tackles, 6.5 tackles for loss, three 
sacks and one forced fumble. Basler earned 
a NACC All-Conference Honorable Mention 
his junior season.

“My senior season went pretty well,” 
Basler said. “I didn’t have the same numbers 
as I did last season but I was definitely creat-
ing more opportunities for my teammates… 
After playing four years at Aurora University, 
I learned a lot about what it truly means to 
be hard working, and I’ve made hundreds 
of friends. We share a bond that can never 
be broken.”

With his academic and athletic careers 
behind him, Basler will be enlisting in the 
U.S. Army and attending basic training Nov. 
5. He plans to attend officer candidate school, 
where he will train to become an officer, upon 
completing basic training. One of Basler’s 
favorite hobbies is weightlifting, and he said 
he wants to one day own his own gym.

“It’s not the games I will miss the most, 
but the practices because we had so many 
fun and exciting moments that we created,” 
Basler said. “We spent more time in practice 
than we spent on the field during games.”



Lawn Care

RUSTY’S 
LAWN CARE

Caring for yards 
all 4 seasons!

• Mowing • Fertilizing
• Trimming • Hedge Trimming
• Edging • Fall Clean Up
• Blowing • Snow Removal

Free Estimates
Call Today!

815-501-7921

Commercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Heating & Air Conditioning

O’RORKE
Construction Services, Inc.

Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial Building
a

aService from a local contractor with 23 years in business
aLicensed and insured services
aSuperior workmanship and materials
aEnhanced lifetime limited transferable roofing warranty

(covering materials & labor)
aNEW DELIVERY SERVICE: Rock & dirt upon request
a  a a  a

Like us

815.562.8254          104 Maple Court, Rochelle

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product or 

service you offer? Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 
We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Remodeling

Complete Home Remodeling
• ROOFING • 

KERNS
CONSTRUCTION

Residential & Commercial

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE | FULLY INSURED | FREE ESTIMATES
New Home     Construction     Backhoe Services     Siding     

Room Additions     Remodeling     Out Buildings     Flooring

References On Request  815-970-6013

Tree/Stump Removal

815-761-3933
Pam Easton - Owner

Insured! Free Estimates

Portable 
Grinder Fits 

Through 
40” Gate

Pam’s
TREE & STUMP 

REMOVAL

815-561-1266

Tree/Stump Removal

A-1TREE 
SERVICE

• Tree Trimming &
Removal

• Bucket Trucks,
Chippers, Log
Loaders, Crane

• Senior Discounts

• Portable Stump 
Grinding

• Free Logs and 
Wood Chips

• Fully Insured & 
FREE Estimates 

Over 30 Years Experience • Locally Owned, Stan Bennett

Will Beat 
Insured

Estimates 
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SPORTS
Rochelle Wildlife Conservation Club

Fish available for 
pond stocking

ROCHELLE — On 
Sept. 21, 2019, the Ro-
chelle Wildlife Conser-
vation Club, along with 
Pete Reiff and the Logan 
Hollow Fish Farm, will 
be providing fish for pond 
stocking and re-stocking 
at local establishments.

Channel catfish, hy-
brid sunfish, fathead min-
now, sterile grass-eating 
carp, hybrid redear, red-

ear sunfish, largemouth 
bass, bluegill and black 
crappie will be available 
in a variety of sizes.

Information can be 
obtained by calling 815-
562-6268 and asking for 
Rich Melton. 

The deadline for or-
dering grass-eating carp 
is Sept. 9. The deadline 
for ordering all other fish 
is Sept. 16.

Deadlines set for Sept. 9 
and Sept. 16

RTHS Athletics

Ticket options open to the public
Hubs Fan Pass headlines new choices for fans

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Township High 
School will offer fans 
three ways to support 
athlet ics  during the 
2019-20 school year.

The Hubs Fan Pass 
will be good for any 
RTHS sporting event. 
Passes can be purchased 
for both students and 
adults. These are general 
admission only and no 
reserve seats are avail-
able with this purchase. 

The Hubs Fan Pass 
will be good for every 
home athletic event, 

excluding the IHSA 
postseason.

Season tickets are 
available for the four 
home football games. 
These are assigned seats 
and will be available for 
football and basketball 
(which will be made 

available prior to the 
season). 

If you had reserved 
seats last year, those 
will be held for you un-
til Aug. 5, 2019. After 
Aug. 5, tickets will be 
made available to new 
purchasers.

If you are the parent 
of a dance, cheer, march-
ing band or football 
team member, you are 
eligible for a 25 percent 
discounted season ticket 
for football season. 

Reserved parking will 
be offered for home foot-

ball games. 
There are 25 spots 

for sale at $50 per spot. 
This space will be held 
no matter what time 
you arrive at the game. 
The spaces are located 
at the northwest corner 
of the student parking 
lot. Separate payment 
is needed payable to 
Rochelle Township High 
School.

For more information, 
contact Yvonne Brass, 
RTHS ticket manager, at 
815-562-4161 extension 
4127.
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-
Friday)
Phone: 
815-562-4171
Fax: 
815-562-2161
Email: 
classifieds@ 
rochellenews-leader.com
Address:
211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
Mail: 
P.O. Box 46
Rochelle, IL 61068

DEADLINES:
Sunday News-Leader: 
Thursday, 2 p.m.
Tuesday Shopping News: 
Friday, 10 a.m.
Wednesday  News-
Leader: Monday, 4 p.m.
(Deadlines subject to change 
during holiday times)

All classified marketplace 
line ads will appear in 
the following 7 print 
publications and on 5 high-
traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • 
Ogle County Life • Rochelle 
Shopping News • Ashton 
Gazette • Amboy News 
• Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts 
at $32.99 for private 
party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads 
and $19.99 for garage 
sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement 
appears incorrectly, notify 
us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than 
one incorrect insertion, and 
will only credit customer for 
one insertion.

305 
GARAGE/RUMMAGE SALES

101 
LEGAL NOTICE

BUDGET HEARING
Notice is hereby giv-
en that a public hear-
ing will be held on the 
Budget and Appropria-
tion Ordinance for the 
Flagg-Rochelle Public 
Library District, Ogle 
County, Illinois, at 7:00 
p.m. on September 
19, 2019 at the Library 
District building located 
at 619 Fourth Avenue, 
Rochelle, Illinois 61068.
Notice is further given 
that a Tentative Budget 
and Appropriation Ordi-
nance will be available 
for inspection at the Li-
brary, August 15, 2019 
to the day of the public 
hearing, during normal 
library hours.
Dated this 1st day of 
August, 2019.
Susan Sevedge, 
Secretary-Treasurer
No. 0807 
(Aug. 7)

ASHTON CITY WIDE 
GARAGE SALES

Friday & Saturday 
August 9 & 10
Pork chop dinner at  

Mimini’s General Store
AMB08072019

101 
LEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 
BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 
SERVICES AND 
REPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 
HELP WANTED

PART-TIME DRIVER 
Needed. Flexible. 
Mostly Weekends. 
Pickup Gooseneck. 
Regular License. $16/
hr. DeKalb. www.
friendlyfarms.com Call 
Steve Just Before You 
Come by to Fill out 
Application, 815-756-
7773. (08-14-19)

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

301 
ANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 
ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 
MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE 

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

315  
WANTED TO BUY
 
WANTED: Coin 
operated machines, 
slot machines, 
pinball, arcade, trade 
simulators, jukeboxes. 
Working or not working. 
815-397-6586.

405 
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

HILLCREST: 326 
Erickson Rd, Thursday 
August 8th & Friday 
August 9th, 8am-5pm. 
Mexican Blankets, 
Tupperware, Exercise 
Equipment, Clothes 
Kid’s to Adult & Lots 
of Miscellaneous! (08-
07-19)

ROCHELLE: 358 
Phyllis Ave. Saturday 
August 10th 10am-
5pm. Kid’s Clothes 
0-5, Teen Clothes, & 
Lots of Miscellaneous 
Stuff. (08-07-19)

ROCHELLE: 143 
Joanne Lane. 
Thursday August 8th 
1pm-7pm & Friday 
August 9th 7am-2pm. 
Girl’s Clothes 12-14, 
Boy’s Clothes 5-8, 
Adult Clothes, Toys, 
& Household Items. 
Great Low Prices! (08-
07-19)

ROCHELLE: 5853 S 
Skare Rd. Thursday 
August 8th Friday 
August 9th & Saturday 
August 10th 9am-5pm. 
Household Goods, 
Seasonal Decorations, 
K i t c h e n w a r e , 
Furniture, Toys, Party 
Supplies, Women’s 
Clothes & Shoes, 
Men’s Clothes, and 
Miscellaneous Items. 
(08-07-19)

ROCHELLE: 1245 
Tilton Park Drive. 
(Behind Tilton School 
– Look for Signs) 
Thursday August 8th 
Friday August 9th & 
Saturday August 10th 
7am-4pm (No Early 
Shoppers) MOVING 
SALE. Rain or Shine. 
Lots of Everything! 
(08-07-19)

ROCHELLE: 1104 and 
1112 Gehant Court. 
Thursday August 8th 
and Friday August 
9th, 8am-5pm. Homes 
on Gehant Ct. Will be 
Having Garage Sales 
with Lots and Lots 
of Items, and Lots of 
Antiques for Sale. (08-
07-19)

501 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT

ROCHELLE 
PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT
All size rental 

properties
Residential & 
Commercial

Rochelle, Ottawa and 
surrounding area.
Call 815-562-7368
www.rochelleproperty.com 02

17
20

19

An 
�Advertising 
�Proverb

When Mark 
Twain was editing 
a newspaper in 
Missouri, one of 
his subscribers 
wrote in, saying 

that he had found 
�a spider in his 

newspaper and 
wondered 

whether �it was a 
sign of good or 

bad luck. Twainʼs 
response: 

ʻʻFinding a spider 
is neither good 

luck nor bad. �The 
spider was 

merely looking 
over our 

newspaper �to see 
which merchant 

was not 
advertising, so 

that �he could go 
to that store, spin 
his web across 
the door, �and 
lead a life of 
undisturbed 
peace ever 
afterward.ʼʼ
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)
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203 
HELP WANTED 

203 
HELP WANTED 

203 
HELP WANTED 

303 
APPLIANCES

103 
AUCTIONS

103 
AUCTIONS

                       
 SUNDAY AUGUST 11TH 

Starting at 12 NOON.                                                  
  * Harley toys* Harley Memorabilia* Collectibles *  

Antique Cast Iron H-D toy motorcycles some with side cars, some with 
riders; Antique Rubber Police H-D w/ riders motorcycles; Several toy 
“wind-up” tin motor cycles some with side cars all w/ riders; Several 
other collectible H-D toys from Matchbox, Ideal, Nylint, Revell and Tyco, 
all NIB; Collectors Edition H-D “Barbie’s, Kens and Barbie Motorcycles 
all NIB; H-D Electric Racing slot motorcycle st; 3,H-D Train sets NIB; 
Lots of different “Evil Kenevil” toys, motorcycles, games, puzzle; 
“CHiPs toy motorcycles & riders;  And box after box of never opened 
H-D toy motorcycles, and other toy tractors, trucks, airplanes; Many 
H-D novelties such as cookie jar, cream & sugar, Never opened H-D 
packs of cigarettes, coffee, Beer, Throw blankets, Telephone, Lots of 
H-D Christmas ornaments; Revell H-D models, never opened; H-D 
beer steins and mugs; motorcycle posters, prints and pictures; Over 
100 Hard and Soft cover H-D books and other motorcycle books and 
magazines, all sold by your choice; Box after box of H-D motorcycle 
toys, never opened. Shell glass Gas pump globe, believed to be original;                            
Auctioneers Note: This will be a one of a kind, no reserve, absolute 
auction. All of these items were from the personal collection of “Pappy” 
and “Whiz” Pierce. If you are coming to the auction on your Harley, “Bring 
the Sidecar” Something for every taste and want. Auction will be held 
inside tents with Pre- Auction Viewing Sunday Aug. 11th at 10:00 a.m.
Terms for Auction: Cash, Check, Credit Cards. 15% Buyers Premium 
charged on all items. 3% convenience charge for credit cards Nothing 
removed until settled for. Not responsible for Accidents, Injury or Theft. 
All items removed form auction on sale day.                                        

LUNCH by Jake & Mike’s Dogs. 
Almburg Auctioneering, Malta, Illinois. 815-739-3703.                          

Estate of Wayne “Pappy” Pierce                              
 “Live to Ride...Ride to Live”.. to this Pierce Harley Davidson 

Memorabilia no reserve Almburg Auction.   
 www.almburgauctions.com Steve, Andrew, Eric & Adam Almburg.                 

 “PAPPY” PIERCE HARLEY DAVIDSON TOY 
AUCTION                                                                                     

The following H-D toys and collectibles were from the personal collection 
of Wayne “Pappy” Pierce. Pappy, Eleanor & Wiz owned and operated 
Pierce Harley Davidson for over 50 years here in Dekalb, Illinois. Several 
items are dealer issued only, and 90% are still “New In Box” never opened. 
Every item will be sold at Auction with no reserve. For convenience of 
the auction we have moved the items to Barbed Wire Harley Davidson, 
969 North Peace Road, Dekalb, Illinois. The Dealership will be opened 
at 11:00 a.m.  

PUBLIC AUCTION
To settle the Frey trust we will offer at Public Auction the following described 
clean line of personal property. This auction will be held on site at 208 Linder 
Lane Rochelle, IL  61068.  Linder Lane is located off of Calvin Rd. Watch for 
Bearrows Real Estate & Auction signs on Rt. 38 by Presbyterian Church.    Visit 
our web site at www.bearrows.com for further information & pictures.

SATURDAY, August 10th, 2019
10:00 AM

Comfort Station                                                                                                  Lunch
AUCTIONEERS NOTE: This auction features a very clean line of Personal 
property. Beginning at the start of the auction, we will feature an Open House for 
the real estate we have listed. Check out the web site for full color pictures of the 
personal property. Plan now on attending!!!

Personal Property
2 Walnut antique twin beds; Oak dresser w/ hankie drawers & candle holders; 
5 drawer chest; Rocker; Twin electric hospital bed; Twin bed; Oak 2 drawer file 
cabinet &other 2 drawer file; Oak antique settee; Glider rocker;  Sofa; End tables; 
Electric lift chair; Oak dinette table w/ 3 chairs; Oak dining rm. Table w/ leaves & 
8 chairs; Oak glass front hutch; 2 corner glass front curios; Wicker love seat; 4 
tier & 3 tier attorney book cases; Cedar armor; Cedar chest; Dresser; Corner TV 
stand; Quilting rack; Folding youth chair; Overstuffed occasional chair; Antique 
ice cream table w/ 4 chairs; Bistro set w/ 2 chairs; Park bench; Lamps; Old 35 
mm camera; Crock jugs; Globe; Treadle sewing machine; Wall clock; Silver 
plate ware; Dirt Devil upright vacuum; Pictures & wall decorations; Umbrella 
stand; Usual kitchen items; Assorted dishes some collectable; Bose CD player/
radio w/ remote; Office chair; Walker& wheel chair; Retro record player/radio & 
CD; Budweiser Bee box; Chicago Cub items including several signed items of 
original signatures; Old records; Childs ice cream set; Childs metal wagon; Toro 
power clear snow thrower; Wheel barrow; Lawn & garden tools; 2 wheel hand 
cart; Saw horses;
PERSONAL PROPERTY TERMS: Cash or check w/ driver’s license ID, 3% 
convenience fee for VISA, MasterCard, Discover or American Express.  No 
Buyers Premium - Electronic clerking system used;   Announcements made the 
day of the Auction take precedence over all prior advertising.  Not responsible 
for accidents or items after sold.  

Frey Trust – Rochelle IL.
AUCTIONEERS:

JOHN BEARROWS, Rochelle, IL
(815) 739-9150

IL Lic. #440000243
JOSH HICKEY, Steward, IL

(815) 739-1030
IL Lic. #441001092Visit our website www.bearrows.com

(815) 562-5113 

LATINA/O 
ADVOCATE/
OUTREACH-

PREVENTION 
SPECIALIST

33 hr/week, $16.00/hr 
Apply on Indeed.com

Required:  Bilingual in En-
glish and Spanish

Resume, Cover Letter, and 
References to Ruth Carter 

by 8-9-19

07292019

Local Truck Driver
McFarland Truck Lines is looking for a 
local truck driver to work in Rochelle, 

IL. You will get home every day and be 
guaranteed $1000 minimum weekly plus 

a full benefits package.
Candidates must have the following:

• A valid Class A CDL
• A good driving record
• Experience in trucking

Call 507-437-9902
Apply on line at 

WWW.MCFGTL.COM

07
28

20
19

MIGHTYVINE is hiring!
We are looking for FT
Greenhouse Workers 

as well as a Driver
This is a Temporary to 

Permanent position
Please come to 

222 Centerpoint Drive, Rochelle 
to fill out an application. 

Or call 815-995-7582
Excellent place to work, opportunity 

for quarterly bonus, Once 
permanent- competitive benefits.

07312019

Want To Teach Your Kids About 
Responsibility?

The Rochelle News-Leader has seven
openings for newspaper carriers.

• Must be 10 years or over
• 3 deliveries per week
• Most routes take less 
than 45 minutes
• No collecting
• A great place to 
teach your child about 
responsibility - and the 
rewards ofearning  
their own spending money
• Adult carriers are 
welcome, too!

07312019

Contact Wanda at the 
Rochelle News-Leader 

office
211 E. Hwy. 38, 

561-2112

ROUTE 09
900-1100 BLOCK N. 14TH ST., N. 15TH ST., N. 

16TH ST., 800-1100 BLOCK WOOLF CT.
ROUTE 10

1200-1500 BLOCK 2ND AVE., 300-800 BLOCK N. 
14TH ST., N. 15TH ST., 300-800 BLOCK WOOLF 

CT., 12-1300 BLOCK LINCOLN AVE.
ROUTE 13

800-1000 BLOCK N. 7TH ST., 800-1000 N. 7TH 
ST AVENUES IN BETWEEN

ROUTE 14
800-1000 BLOCK N. 6TH ST., 300-800 N. 7TH ST. 

AVENUES IN BETWEEN
 ROUTE 19

100-1100 BLOCK N. 3RD ST., 100-1200 BLOCK 
LINCOLN HWY., 1000-1100 BLOCK N. MAIN ST.

ROUTE 24
S. 1ST ST., 2. 2ND ST., AVENUE C, AVENUE E,

 AVE. G
ROUTE 25

S. 2ND ST., S. 3RD ST., S. MAIN ST.

We also carry a 
large selection
of refurbished 

appliances with
a warranty.

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

NEW SCRATCH & DENT
• Refrigerators • Freezers
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

6331 11th Street, Rockford

815-874-2257

01
19

20
17
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FARM NEWS

877.613.3050 or 815-562-8777
104 Oak Ave., Rochelle, IL     mortonbuildings.com

BUILT FOR GENERATIONS

• Residential • Farm • Equestrian 
• Commercial • Community • Repairs

09042018

STORE HOURS:
M-F 8am-Noon, 

1pm-5pm

Discover The Difference. Call Today!

In CASE 
you didn’t 

know...
CASE IH... 

better 
equipment, 

better 
farming!
• SALES 
• PARTS 

• SERVICE
Call Today!

06052019

Avoid Down Times

TIRE SERVICE
311 N. 7th St., Rochelle

562-4644
Travis Brown, Mgr.

Auto | Truck | Tractor
• On The Farm Service

• New & Used Tires
• Wheel Balancing

01092019

BY MONETTA YOUNG

LEVI Eden 
has grown up 
attending the 

Ogle County Fair. He 
actually attended his first 
4-H fair when he was 
just 6-weeks-old and his 
older sisters were show-
ing projects. 

Eden, now 14, had 
multiple projects at 
the fair this year: food, 
swine, poultry and hor-
ticulture/crops — this is 
his sixth year in 4-H. 

For his food projects 
he entered yeast bread 
dinner rolls and a white 
cake. He enjoys time in 
the kitchen. For swine 
he had three show pigs, 
a carcass pig and com-
peted in showmanship. 
Swine are judged on 
breeding gilt or market 
gilt. The judges look at 
mothering characteris-
tics of breeding pigs and 
features for future litters. 
For market pigs, they 
look at how the animal 
will dress out.

BY MONETTA YOUNG

JEANETTE 
Mingus has 
been serving as 

a parent volunteer for 
the past 12 years. She 
participated in 4H as 
a youth but never felt 
that it was the right fit 
for her.

She is the club 
leader for the Kings 
and Queens 4-H Club 
and has one child in 
the Clovers 4-H Club.

In the summer time, 
Mingus is busy assist-
ing in set up of the 
projects in the Exhibit 
Building. Her offi-
cial title is Assistant 
Superintendent of the 
Exhibit Building. The 
exhibit building hous-
es all general projects 
from poster displays, 
visual arts and more.

There are 15 clubs 
in Ogle County for 
kids to be involved 
in. There are currently 
358 members regis-
tered in Ogle County. 
Most members who 
have been active re-
main active for a year 

Levi Eden has been in 4-H for six years. This year, one 
of his projects at the Ogle County Fair included show-
ing swine.

A ‘fair’ showing

He also entered 15 
chickens in the annual 
show. The chickens are 
judged on coloring, 
formation and breed 
standards. 

He grows many veg-
etables in his garden for 
4-H projects as well. This 
year he grew tomatoes, 
hot peppers, sweet corn, 
onions and potatoes. 

“The wet spring made 
a difficult start this year,” 
said Eden. “But once they 
got planted they seemed 
to grow ok.”

His favorite parts of 
the fair include the Ag 
Olympics where teams 
of four participate on an 
obstacle course. Through-

out the year he lends a 
helping hand at the exten-
sion office helping Jodi 
Baumgartner.

Eden is a member of 
the Carefree 4-H Club. 
He will be a freshman 
at Oregon High School 
this fall, where he par-
ticipates in soccer and 

baseball. In his spare 
time he enjoys fishing, 
trapping and hunting. 
The family has a vari-
ety of pets including an 
energetic puppy, fish 
and a bearded dragon, 
who watched intently as 
we chatted at the dining 
room table.

Chickens and pigs are a 
big 4-H projects for Levi 
Eden.

Helping behind the scenes

Along with serving as a parent volunteer, Jeanette Mingus spent time assisting in 
setting up exhibits at the Ogle County Fair last week.

after graduating from 
high school. 

“After high school, 
many of them become 
adult volunteers,” said 
Mingus. “It is good to 
see them mentoring 
younger members and 
helping to plan for the 
fair.”

Her favorite parts 
of the fair are seeing 
the look on the faces 

of children who are 
seeing animals for the 
first time and watching 
the transition of the 
fair buildings as they 
prepare for fair week. 
It takes a lot of hours 
to make the fair hap-
pen.

For the projects in 
the exhibit building, 
they get judged one by 
one with the judge and 

the creator (4-H mem-
ber) having a conver-
sation. Sometimes it 
might not be the most 
polished project in the 
group, but the member 
has extensive knowl-
edge about the project. 
Members are not segre-
gated by gender for any 
project. 

There are 53 divi-
sions in the project 

handbook with multiple 
classes in each divi-
sion. It’s not just cook-
ing, sewing and farm 
animals anymore.

Judges are commu-
nity members, many 
are repeaters in the 
judging field. They are 
often recommended 
by friends of the fair 
and asked to volunteer. 

The judges are utilized 
according to their 
knowledge and inter-
ests. Absentee judging 
is also available for 
members who cannot 
be at the fair for one 
reason or another.

If you missed the 
fair this year, be sure 
to mark your calendar 
for the 2020 fair.
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