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Portrait in the sky
An incredibly gorgeous sun dog is seen in the southeastern sky during a clear and 
frigid winter morning in the Mendota area on Jan. 14. Sun dogs are commonly 
caused by the refraction and scattering of light from horizontally oriented plate-
shaped hexagonal ice crystals either suspended in high and cold cirrus or cirro-
stratus clouds, or drifting in freezing moist air at low levels as diamond dust. The 
crystals act as prisms, bending the light rays passing through them with a minimum 
deflection of 22°. As the crystals gently float downward with their large hexagonal 
faces almost horizontal, sunlight is refracted horizontally, and sun dogs are seen to 
the left and right of the Sun. Larger plates wobble more, and thus produce taller 
sun dogs. They can be seen anywhere in the world during any season, but are not 
always obvious or bright. Sun dogs are best seen and most conspicuous when the 
Sun is near the horizon.

MENDOTA – First State 
Bank, Mendota, announces 
a special conference for area 
farmers.  The 24th Annual 
First State Bank Ag Con-
ference is scheduled for 10 
a.m. Thursday, Jan. 25 at the 
Mendota Civic Center. 

Starting the program will 
be Kelly Jackson Hardy, 
Principal, Clifton Larson Al-
len. She serves client needs 
related to tax consulting, 
planning and compliance.  
She serves primarily the 
agribusiness industry and 
cooperatives.  She comes 
from a farm background and 
understands the nuances of 
agriculture.  Her talk will 
focus on the areas of ag 
taxation and farm succession 
planning.

The next presenter will be 
Daniel Overberg. Overberg 
is Director-Customer Risk 
for Archer Daniels Midland 
Company.  Overberg spe-
cializes in risk management 
solutions for producer and 
end use customers. He has 

been with ADM for 17 years 
in various trading and risk 
management roles. 

The keynote speaker, 
Mike Pearson, will take 
a deep dive into What is 
Driving Agriculture Now? 
He interviews over 1,000 
professionals in the ag in-
dustry each year.  These 
folds range from experts 
on the volatile commodity 
markets to Washington, D.C. 
politicians, and trade experts 
from around the world.  In 
this talk, Pearson will syn-
thesize what he has learned 
from these professionals and 
help the audience understand 
what might be ahead in the 
markets, ag policy and in 
trade. He was born and raised 
in South Central Iowa where 
he grew to love agriculture 
on his family’s hog and cat-
tle farm.  He has previously 
hosted “Market to Market” 
on Public Television, the Ag 
News Daily podcast, and cur-
rently, viewers can find him 
behind the anchor desk on 

“This Week in Agribusiness” 
on RFD_TV and listeners can 
hear him every day as the host 
of Agriculture of America, a 
daily ag-focused radio show 
carried by affiliate stations 
across the country.

Area farmers are en-
couraged to contact First 
State Bank at 815-539-3834 
prior to Saturday, Jan. 20 to 
confirm reservations for the 
event.

ADM Grain Company, 
Mendota, and Prairie State 
Tractor, Mendota, will serve 
as major co-sponsors of this 
event and will provide lunch 
for all those in attendance.  
First State Insurance will 
be sponsoring the morning 
coffee and donuts.  Clifton 

Larson Allen is sponsoring 
the soda. Door prizes are 
being provided by several 
area businesses including:  
Amanda Andreoni-Hage-
man Realty, Beck Oil Co., 
Cantlin Law Firm, Chris 
Eller – the Retirement 
Specialists, Country Vil-
lage Meats, Crop Pro-
ductions Services, Dinges 
Fire Company, Earlville 
Farmers Coop, Guilfoyle & 
Stevenson Law Firm, Hor-
nung Tiling, Inc., Foster’s 
Tax & Accounting, LLC., 
Leffelman & Associates, 
Leone Grain & Supply, 
Maplehurst Farms, Mendota 
Mutual Insurance, Meriden 
Grain-Pioneer Seed, North-
ern Partners Cooperative, 
Prescott Bros. Chrysler 
Jeep Dodge Ram, Schimmer 
Automotive Group, Sublette 
Farmers Elevator Co., Sub-
lette Mechanical, Troy Grove 
Coop, Vaessen Bros. Chev-
rolet, Vaessen Implement & 
Repair, and West Brooklyn 
Farmers Coop.

First State Bank plans Ag Conference Jan. 25

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
—The Internal Revenue 
Service announced Monday, 
Jan. 29, 2024, as the official 
start date of the nation’s 2024 
tax season when the agency 
will begin accepting and 
processing 2023 tax returns. 

The IRS expects more 
than 128.7 million individual 
tax returns to be filed by the 
April 15, 2024, tax deadline. 

Although the IRS will not 
officially begin accepting 
and processing tax returns 
until Jan. 29, people do not 
need to wait until then to 
work on their taxes if they’re 
using software companies 
or tax professionals. For 
example, most software 
companies accept electronic 
submissions and then hold 
them until the IRS is ready 
to begin processing later 
this month. IRS Free File is 
available on IRS.gov as of 
Jan. 12 in advance of the fil-
ing season opening. The IRS 
Direct File pilot will be rolled 
out in phases as final testing 
is completed and is expected 
to be widely available in mid-
March to eligible taxpayers 
in the participating states. 

Taxpayers will continue 
to see helpful changes at the 
IRS following ongoing trans-
formation work. Building off 
the success of the 2023 tax 
season that saw significant 
improvements following 
passage of the Inflation Re-
duction Act, the 2024 filing 
season will continue reflect-
ing the focus on improving 
services to taxpayers.

“As our transformation 
efforts take hold, taxpayers 
will continue to see marked 
improvement in IRS opera-
tions in the upcoming filing 

Tax season opens Jan. 29
q IRS continues to make improvements to help taxpayers

season,” said IRS Commis-
sioner Danny Werfel. “IRS 
employees are working hard 
to make sure that new fund-
ing is used to help taxpayers 
by making the process of 
preparing and filing taxes 
easier.”

Some of the new and ex-
panded tools and resources 
include:

• Expanded in-person 
service that meets taxpayers 
where they are by opening 
or reopening Taxpayer As-
sistance Centers (TACs). 
The IRS will also offer ex-
tended hours at many TACs 
nationwide.

• Increased help available 
on the toll-free line and an 
expanded customer call back 
feature designed to signifi-
cantly reduce wait times.

• Improvements to the 
“Where’s My Refund” tool, 
which is the IRS’ most widely 
used taxpayer service tool. 
However, the tool provides 
limited information, often 
leading taxpayers to call 
the IRS to inquire about 
their refund status. Updates 
to Where’s My Refund 
will allow taxpayers to see 
more detailed refund status 
messages in plain language. 

These updates will also 
ensure “Where’s My Re-
fund” works seamlessly on 
mobile devices. Taxpayers 
often see a generic message 
stating that their returns are 
still being processed and to 
check back later. With the 
improvements, taxpayers 
will see clearer and more 
detailed updates, including 
whether the IRS needs them 
to respond to a letter request-
ing additional information. 
The new updates will reduce 
the need for taxpayers to call 
the IRS for answers to basic 
questions.

• Enhanced paperless 
processing that will enable 
taxpayers to submit all 
correspondence, non-tax 
forms, and responses to 
notices digitally and will be 
able to e-File 20 additional 
tax forms. Achieving this 
milestone will enable up to 
125 million paper documents 
to be submitted digitally per 
year. 

• An enhanced IRS Indi-
vidual Online Account that 
includes chat, the option to 
schedule and cancel future 

By ZETA CROSS
The Center Square contributor

SPRINGFIELD – Starting in the fall of 2024, a new 
state law, the Wellness Checks in Schools Program Act, 
will require yearly mental health screenings for Illinois’ 
2 million school students.

Mark Klaisner, ex-
ecutive director of West 
40 in West Cook County, 
said schools only have 
a few months to find a 
screening model and train 
people to administer the 
screenings. The Illinois State Board of Education is 
currently working through the challenge of exactly how 
to get a mental health screening process up and running.

The goal is to identify troubled children and intervene 
before their mental health problems escalate. On Jan. 3 in 
Perry, Iowa, a small rural school district, a 17-year-old who 
had been bullied for years shot seven people, including the 
principal, before killing an 11-year-old boy and himself.

“In 1999, we were all shocked by Columbine. How 
could that happen? Now it happens every week,” 
Klaisner said.

Illinois mandates mental
health screenings of students
q New law to take effect in Fall 2024
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Blackstone School Report
Stacy Kelly, Principal

Tree Service & 
LandscapingArteaga

• Tree Extraction • Tree Trimming • Lawn Care • Patios • 
• Fire Pits • Retainer Walls • Paver Edging • 

• Residential & Commercial •  Fully Insured •

Call For Your Free Estimate!
(815) 878-7504

SPECIALS
• $100 OFF a Tree Job

• $200 OFF Tree Removal
• $50 OFF Stump Grinding
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We offer snow removal  We offer snow removal  
for driveways and sidewalks!for driveways and sidewalks!

Yard Clean Up!!

Prescott Brothers donates to the food pantry
Mendota Area Christian Food Pantry Director Tracy Cooper, right, accepts a donation 
check of $25,000 from Prescott Brothers owner Tom Prescott, center. The funds are 
going toward the roughly $400,000 price tag on the new food pantry currently being 
built at 710 Sixth Ave. in Mendota. Others members of the Prescott family joining the 
celebration are, left to right, Madeline, Karen, and Charlie. (Photo contributed)

Happy New Year!   I wish you all a 
healthy and happy 2024!  I hope everyone 
had a fantastic holiday and enjoyed some 
time off with family.  It was great to be back 
to our first full week of school this week 
after winter break.  The students and staff 
got back into their schedules and routines 
pretty quickly.

qqq
We recently celebrated the December 

Principal Award winners with a pizza lunch 
when we returned from winter break.  The 
students invited to the lunch were Amelia 
Trumper, Arber Aliu, Emilia Owens, Xavier 
Dean, Jaekob Cockream, Tony Munoz, Is-
abella Becker, Raymon Roulston, Daleyza 
Arteaga, Jayleen Hernandez, Leonel Oroz-
co and Cian Sheppard.  Congratulations to 
all of you!

qqq
With winter here, I’d like to remind 

our parents to please make sure you allow 
plenty of time to get your child to school 
on time in the morning.  With winter roads, 
it may be necessary to leave home earlier.  
I’d also like to remind our parents to send 

their child to school each day dressed to be 
outside in the weather.  We still go outside 
to play in the winter.  Sometimes we are 
inside before school, but we go outside at 
lunch recess.  Don’t forget to label all of 
your child’s outerwear!

qqq
The students who were nominated 

for the principal award this past week 
included Colton Longmire, Addison 
Borelli, Henry Myers, Dante Barrera, 
Cullen Stallings, Grayson Kent, Ailani 
Pedro and Alexander Brown.  The winners 
were Avalia Blanton, Axel Garza, Bryson 
McLain and Delayni Silva.  Congratula-
tions to all of you!

qqq
Don’t forget to access our district web-

site at www.m289.org to see a wealth of 
information.   You have access to district 
information and you can also click on each 
school for building information.   Black-
stone has teacher webpages, calendars, our 
monthly Bear Facts, supply lists, principal 
award winners, etc. available.   This is a 
great resource for parents!

Blackstone Pizza Lunch
Blackstone School’s December Principal Award winners celebrated the occasion with 
a pizza lunch on Jan. 5. Attending the lunch, front row, left to right, are Xavier Dean, 
Arber Aliu, Tony Munoz, Amelia Trumper, Emilia Owens and Jaekob Cockream. Back 
row, Jayleen Hernandez, Cian Sheppard, Raymon Roulston, Daleyza Arteaga, Leonel 
Orozco and Isabella Becker. (Photo contributed)
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News to fit your lifestyle.
Your hometown news is now online at 

www.mendotareporter.com.
Great local news and all the content you love, available anytime, anywhere!

P.O. Box 300, 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342 
www.mendotareporter.com

• Same great content
• Identical in format to paper edition–   Flip
each page with a single click!

• Searchable, portable, convenient
• News when you want it– eEdition is available
sooner than home delivery!

• Back issues available

Now FREE to 
all current 

subscribers!

E-mail jgriffith@mendotareporter.com or call 815-539-9396 for your 
password today. You can also register online by visiting our website.

LaSALLE – The LaSalle Pub-
lic Library will host a free film 
screening and community discus-
sion, in collaboration with Illinois 
Humanities’ NEA Big Read and the 
Oglesby Public Library, that invites 
the public to learn more about the 
issues facing families experiencing 
financial distress and to share hopes 
and ideas for future generations. 
The event is scheduled for 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 23.

Following the film screening, 
guest speakers from Illinois Insti-
tute for Rural Affairs, Tri-County 
Opportunities Council, and Illinois 
Humanities, will lead a communi-
ty discussion in finding solutions 
for low-income families living 

in under-resourced communities. 
The program is free, open to the 
public, and will be presented as a 
hybrid-style program (in-person or 
available, live, through the Illinois 
Humanities YouTube Channel). 

The film, “Poor Kids,” was filmed 
in the Quad Cities in 2012 by Front-
line. It brought Americans into the 
real day-to-day lives of young chil-
dren growing up in financial distress 
in the United States. Their stories and 
the challenges their families faced 
were stirring, but not unique – more 
than 16% of Americans, under the 
age of 18, live in poverty today. 

The LaSalle Public Library is 
located at 305 Marquette and is 
ADA compliant and welcoming. 

For more information, please call 
the LaSalle Public Library at 815-
223-2341. Register for the program, 
if attending, virtually, through 
the Program Portal at: https://
sites.google.com/lasalle.lib.il.us/
programportal/adult-programs/
growing-up-poor. 

About the Guest Speakers
Rebecca Amato is the Director 

of Teaching and Learning at Illinois 
Humanities. Prior to her work at 
Illinois Humanities, she was the 
Associate Director of the Urban 
Democracy Lab at NYU and As-
sociate Faculty at NYU Gallatin. 
Her research interests and writing 
focus on urban planning, land 
use, and memory practices with a 

special emphasis on mobilizing the 
public humanities for social justice 
advocacy. She holds a PhD in U.S. 
History from The Graduate Center 
of the City University of New York.

Vanessa Hoffeditz has worked 
as a Community Services Man-
ager for Tri-County Opportunities 
Council for 13 years. Tri-County is a 
Community Action Agency whose 
mission is to investigate the impact 
of poverty in their nine-county 
area and work in partnership with 
individuals, families and commu-
nities to provide opportunities that 
support movement toward stability 
and self-sufficiency. In her role, she 
provides support and direction to 
Outreach staff who work directly 

with low-income households. She 
is also responsible for running 
the agency’s food pantry which 
serves Bureau County.  Her daily 
encounters with households ex-
periencing poverty have provided 
her with knowledge of what these 
households face as they experience 
food insecurity, unstable living 
situations, and daily struggles with 
meeting basic needs.

Chris Merrett earned his Ph.D. 
(University of Iowa) in Geography 
and Planning. He currently serves 
as the Dean for Innovation and 
Economic Development, as well as 
the Director of the Illinois Institute 
for Rural Affairs (IIRA), at Western 
Illinois University.

Free film screening and community discussion of “Poor Kids” offered by LaSalle Library

OTTAWA – University 
of Illinois Extension – Bu-
reau, LaSalle, Marshall, 
Putnam Unit is offering 
testing-only sessions and 
certification program for 
private pesticide appli-
cators. Certification is 
required to apply restricted 
use pesticides. The sessions 
are in cooperation with the 
Illinois Department of Ag-
riculture. Pre-registration 
is required. No walk-ins 
will be allowed.

Participants will need 
to bring a calculator. Cal-
culators must be simple 
function calculators. No 
smart phones or smart 
devices will be allowed. 

There is no charge for 
the testing. If you need a 
reasonable accommoda-
tion, please indicate when 
registering.

Testing – Only Sessions 
have been scheduled as 
follows:

• Marshall – Putnam 
Counties University of 
Illinois Extension Office: 
Friday, Feb. 9, 2024, Noon 
– 3 p.m. (Private Applicator 

Test Only); Wednesday, 
March 27, 2024, 11 a.m. 
– 3 p.m. (All Commercial 
Tests Offered)

Marshall-Putnam Of-
fice, 509 Front St., Henry. 
Register by calling the 
University of Illinois Ex-
tension – Marshall-Putnam 
Office at 309-364-2356. 
No charge to attend. 

• Illinois Valley Com-
munity College: Thursday, 
Jan. 25, 2024, 9 a.m. – 
Noon (Private Applicator 
Test Only)

Illinois Valley Commu-
nity College, 815 North 
Orlando Smith Rd., Ogles-
by. Register by calling the 
University of Illinois Ex-
tension – LaSalle County 
Office at 815-433-0707. 
No charge to attend. 

• LaSalle County Uni-
versity of Illinois Exten-
sion Office: Wednesday, 
Feb. 21, 2024, 9 a.m. – 
Noon (Private Applicator 
Test Only)

LaSalle County Office, 
1689 North 31st Road, 
Suite 2, Ottawa.   Register 
online at by calling the 

University of Illinois Ex-
tension – LaSalle County 
Office at 815-433-0707. 
No charge to attend. 

• Bureau County Uni-
versity of Illinois Exten-
sion Office: Tuesday, Feb. 
20, 2024, 9:00 a.m. – Noon, 
(All Commercial Tests Of-
fered); Tuesday, March 12, 
2024, 9:00 a.m. – Noon (All 
Commercial Tests Offered)

Bureau County Office, 
850 Thompson Street , 
Princeton.   Register on-
line at www2.illinois.gov/
sites/agr/Pesticides/Pages/
in-person-testing.aspx, or 
call the University of Il-
linois Extension – Bureau 
Office at 815-875-2878. 
No charge to attend. 

P r i v a t e  A p p l i c a t o r 
Manuals and workbooks 
can be purchased online 
or at local Extension of-
fices. Extension offices 
are located in Princeton, 
Ottawa, Henry and in 
Oglesby on the IVCC 
campus. Questions may be 
directed to Daryle Wragge, 
Ag Program Coordinator, 
309-364-2356.

Pesticide safety education 
testing-only sessions scheduled LaSALLE – Stage 212 in LaSalle is cur-

rently seeking submissions from directors for 
the 2025 season. The organization is looking 
for a wide variety of well-known, highly 
recognizable musicals, dramas and comedies 
to fill the winter, spring, summer and fall slots, 
but will also entertain proposals for the 2025 
“Off-Season” production, which is typically 
small cast, a little out of the ordinary, and runs 
in a slot outside of the regular season. The 
organization will consider all submissions, 
including repeats of past shows if they have 
not been performed in the last 15 years.

Anyone interested in submitting a show for 
consideration should visit the Stage 212 web-
site at stage212.org for application information. 

Visitors to stage212.org will find a reference 
list of all productions Stage 212 has put on in 
their history, as well as links to a director’s 
resume and application in Google document 
form to be completed and submitted online. 
Form links may also be found on Stage 212’s 
Facebook page. 

Applications are due by Feb. 5. A final 
selection will be made for recommendation 
to the Management Committee of Stage 212 
in March of 2024. Any questions should be 
emailed to productionmanager@stage212.
org. Stage 212 has been the Illinois Valley’s 
community theater since 1968 and welcomes 
anyone interested in participating in a stage 
production, regardless of previous experience.

Stage 212 actively seaking directors for 2025

LaSALLE – Director Larry 
Kelsey has announced audi-
tions for Stage 212’s Spring 
2024 production, “Jake’s 
Women,” Neil Simon’s hi-
larious foray into the world 
of modern relationships, will 
be held Friday, Jan. 26 at 7 
p.m. and Saturday, Jan. 27 at 
1 p.m. at the theater, 700 First 
St., LaSalle. 

Jake, a novelist who is 
more successful with fiction 
than with life, faces a marital 
crisis by daydreaming about the 
women in his life. The wildly 
comic and sometimes moving 

flashbacks played in his mind 
are interrupted by visitations 
from actual females. Jake’s 
women include a revered first 
wife who was killed years earlier 
in an accident, his daughter who 
is recalled as a child but is now 
a young woman, his boisterous 
and bossy sister, an opinionated 
analyst, his current wife who is 
leaving Jake for another man, 
and a prospective third wife.

Kelsey will be casting one 
man able to play early to mid 
50s, six women for a variety of 
roles ranging in age from early 
20s to early 50s, and one girl able 

to play early teens, Auditions will 
consist of cold readings from the 
script. No preparation is needed, 
and familiarity with the script is 
not required, but perusal scripts 
are available by visiting the box 
office during regular hours, 
Monday 4-6 p.m. and Saturday 
9 a.m.-noon. All are encouraged 
to audition, regardless of prior 
theatrical experience. Contact 
the director at jbyrd61@yahoo.
com with questions or visit 
www.stage212.org for more 
information.

“Jake’s Women” will be 
presented April 19–28.

Stage 212 auditions for “Jake’s Women” set for January
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We take quality and 
workmanship very 

seriously. We’re not 
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choosing the most 
permanent thing 
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demand perfection. 
And when you deal 
with us, it’s only 

natural to receive it.

CHOOSING A
MEMORIAL IS
NO TIME TO 
SETTLE FOR 

IMPERFECTION

AMBOY
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LAMOILLE
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• Auto 
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• Farm
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• Life
• Health

Give us a call today!

Whatever your insurance need, we 
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Joel D. Johnson
COMPTON – Joel David John-

son, 77, of rural Compton, was 
surrounded by the love of his family 
when he passed away from compli-
cations of Lewy Body dementia on 
Jan. 11, 2024, at OSF St. Anthony 
Medical Center in Rockford.

A visitation will be held from 
4-7 p.m. Friday, Jan. 19, 2024, at 
Merritt Funeral Home in Mendota. 
Funeral services will be held at 
11 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 20, 2024, 
at the Immanuel Lutheran Church of Compton with Rev. 
Jeff Schlesinger officiating. Burial will follow at Immanuel 
Lutheran Cemetery.

Joel was born Jan. 8, 1947, at the Harris Hospital in Men-
dota. He was the son of Ray and Marie (Foulk) Johnson. He 
was raised rurally and lived in the country his entire life. He 
graduated from Mendota Township High School in 1965 and 
attended Western Illinois University, majoring in history. He 
did graduate studies in English education at Illinois State 
University and at Chicago Kent School of Law in Chicago.

Joel is survived by his beloved Jean (McClendon), to whom 
he was married for 51 years; his children, Jessie (Michael) 
Robinette, Luke (Kelli) Johnson, Neil (Melissa) Johnson, 
Brynn (Paul) Honeycutt; grandchildren Jacob, Brady, Erin, 
Quinn, Levi, Carson, Samuel, and Jean-Marie; sisters, Julia 
(Jim) Wade and Jill (Stephen) McNeill; sister-in-law, Carrie 
(Mark) Lijewski; numerous cherished nieces and nephews; 
and his loving mother-in-law, Betty Brown.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Ray and Marie 
Johnson, and his brother-in-law, Glenn McClendon.

Joel and his wife Jean ran Victorian Building & Repair 
and American Builders, two general contracting businesses 
in Mendota, for 32 years. He taught junior high language arts 
and coached basketball at Paw Paw School District. 

Joel also served 33 years on the Mendota District 289 Board 
of Education, including numerous terms as board president. 
He was designated by the state school board association as 
a Master School Board Member.

Joel served as a field artillery specialist in the United 
States Army Reserve from 1970-1976, attaining the rank 
of Sergeant. He loved baseball, and coached Little League, 
Senior League, and Mickey Mantle League teams. He also 
served as church council president at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in Compton.

Those who knew Joel knew his pride in his community, 
and they felt his deep dedication to the public good, education 
and learning. Joel was a defender of fairness and a tireless 
champion for equality. He sought to bring to the world trans-
parency, honesty and truth.

Please direct memorials to the family, to be used for es-
tablishing a scholarship in Joel’s name. Online condolences 
may be left at www.merrittfh.com.

John N. Prentice
PAW PAW – John Noel Prentice, 

86, of Paw Paw, passed away on 
Tuesday, Jan. 2, 2024, at his home.

A celebration of John’s life was 
held on Jan. 6 at the First Presbyterian 
Church in Paw Paw. Visitation was 
from 9-11 a.m., followed by a service 
officiated by Reverend Ken Foster. 
Interment of cremated followed at 
Wyoming Township Cemetery with 
military and fire department honors.

John was born on Oct. 9, 1937, the 
son of John and Charlotte (Wiley) Prentice. A proud graduate 
of Paw Paw High School, Class of 1955, he served with honor 
in the U.S. National Guard as part of the 129th Infantry. On 
Oct. 28, 1961, he exchanged vows with the love of his life, 
Amber (Meyer) Prentice.

John is survived by his sons, John (Stephanie) Prentice 
of Paw Paw, and Clinton (Elizabeth) Young of Princeton; 
daughter Deanna (Dana) Murray of Milan, Mo.; former 
daughter-in-law, Mary Ann Saraparu; grandchildren, Emily 
Prentice of Somonauk, Mitch (Hannah) Prentice of Galesburg, 
and Evelyn Young of Naperville; many nieces and nephews; 
and his cat,Cassie.

John was preceded in death by his father and mother, John 
(Charlotte) Prentice; his wife, Amber Prentice; infant son, 
Robert Noel Prentice; and grandson, Janson Murray. He was 
also preceded in death by many beloved horses including 
Fort Silky and his faithful dog Dasha.

Throughout his life, John dedicated himself to hard work. 
He spent 40 years at Swift in Rochelle and at Caterpillar 
Tractor Co. in Montgomery. Actively involved in the Paw 
Paw community, he served on the Village Board, as a Boy 
Scout leader, and volunteered in youth sports. A source of 
immense pride, John retired from the Paw Paw Fire Depart-
ment in 2023 after 65 years as a Firefighter EMT. He played 
a pivotal role in bringing ambulance services to Paw Paw 
and was part of the inaugural EMS class for the department.

Beyond his professional life, John was an ardent fish-
erman, hunter, trap shooter, and casino enthusiast. He was 
renowned in Paw Paw for his stable of racehorses, which he 
successfully raced nationwide for many years. He took his 
last horse around the track at the age of 75.

Memorial offerings may be directed to the First Presby-
terian Church of Paw Paw or the Paw Paw Fire Department. 
Please visit www.tormanfuneralhome.com to sign the online 
guest book.

Betty L. Croisant
MENDOTA – Betty Lou Crois-

ant, 87, of Mendota, went home to 
be with the Lord on Jan. 10, 2024. 

The funeral service will be held at 
11 a.m. Thursday, Jan. 18, 2024, at 
Merritt Funeral Home in Mendota, 
with visitation from 9:30 a.m. until 
time of service. Pastor Karen Tews 
of St. John’s Lutheran Church of 
Mendota will officiate. Burial will be 
at Prairie Repose Cemetery in Dover.

She was born on Dec. 10, 1936, 
in Berlin Township, Ill., to Perry and Marjorie (Stoughton) 
Husser. 

She is survived by her daughters, Vicki Hurlburt of 
Rockford and Sherri (Victor) White of Camdenton, Mo.; her 
grandchildren, Randy Hurlburt (Amber Swann) of Charlotte, 
N.C., Tony (Amber) Hurlburt of Urbandale, Iowa, Stephanie 
Hurlburt of Eau Claire, Wis., Zachary (Suzanna) White, of 
Ogden, Matthew White of Pesotum, and Kyle (Suha Khan) 
White of Champaign; great-grandson, Francis Hurlburt (Tony 
& Amber); and sisters, Donna Heiman of Paw Paw and Kay 
(Bob) Dever of Bowling Green, Ky. 

She was predeceased by her parents, Perry and Marjorie 
Husser; her beloved brother, Henry “Gene” Husser; Darwin 
Croisant, the father of her daughters; grandson Daniel Hurlburt 
and special friend, Delbert Fetzer. 

For many years Betty was a seamstress and quilted for 
her church, St. John’s Lutheran in Mendota. She played the 
organ for enjoyment through the years, teaching herself to 
play “by ear.” She adored her daughters and her grandchil-
dren and spent as much time as possible with them. It was 
her nature to lend a helping hand when and wherever needed 
with friends and neighbors. She was an avid Cubs fan and 
thoroughly enjoyed watching them play at every chance she 
got and it would not be uncommon to hear her “cheering them 
on” or perhaps, giving a bit of gentle “criticism.” She loved 
watching her grandchildren play sports as well. 

In her early years, she worked at United Airlines in 
Chicago when it was at Midway Airport. She was married 
to Darwin Croisant for over 40 years and lived most of her 
life in Mendota, helping him farm and raise cattle. She spent 
many years as a paraprofessional working with special needs 
children in Rantoul.

Memorials may be made to the Alzheimer’s Association or 
St. John’s Lutheran Church in Mendota. Online condolences 
may be left at www.merrittfh.com.

DEATH NOTICES 
The Mendota Reporter will print DEATH NOTICES 

(approximately 50 words including name, age, date of death, 
time/date of services) free of charge. OBITUARIES will be 
printed at a cost of $100 to be billed to the arranging funeral 
home or prepaid with cash, check or credit card. Please submit 
obituaries or death notices to editor@mendotareporter.com.

The latest obituaries can
be seen on our website,
mendotareporter.com.

By Mike Weitl
PERU – Social Security 

benefits are part of the re-
tirement plan of almost every 
American worker.  If you’re 
among the many people 
covered under Social Secu-
rity, you should know what 
your future benefit may be.  
Monthly benefit payments 
will likely be an important 
part of your retirement 
income.

We base your benefit 

Social Security

Four questions about Social Security 
that can help you plan your retirement

payment on how much you 
earned during your working 
career.  Higher lifetime 
earnings result in higher 
benefits.  If there were some 
years you didn’t work or had 
low earnings, your benefit 
amount may be lower than 
if you had worked steadily.  
If you never worked and 
did not pay Social Security 
taxes, you may be eligible for 
spouse’s retirement benefits.  
You must be at least 62 years 

old, and your spouse must al-
ready be receiving retirement 
or disability benefits.

Our retirement page at 
www.ssa.gov/retirement is a 
great place to start mapping 
out your retirement plan.  
For example, have you con-
sidered:  

• Which factors may affect 
your retirement benefits?

• What is the right time for 
you to start receiving your 
retirement benefits?

• What you need to do 
after you apply for retirement 
benefits?

• What documents you 
need to provide us for your 
retirement application? 

You can use your personal 
my Social Security account at 
www.ssa.gov/myaccount to 
get an instant estimate of your 
future retirement benefits.  
You can also see the effects 
of starting your retirement 
benefits at different ages.  

You may also wonder 
about:

• Benefits for a spouse or 
children.

• How work affects your 
benefits.

• Medicare.
• Whether you will have 

to pay taxes on your benefits.
You can learn more at 

www.ssa.gov/retirement.  
Please share this information 
with family and friends to 
help them prepare for their 
retirement.  

(Weitl is the Social Securi-
ty District Manager in Peru.)

www.eurekasavings.com

Brought to you each week by:

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342 

Ph. 539-5656

Can you identify 

this photo?
THEN YOU CAN WIN!
The winner will receive:

$1000 MENDOTA BUCKS
To spend at any Mendota Chamber  

of Commerce member.

LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:
Back of the Lions Club on 1st Avenue 

Winner: Larry Schlesinger

Where is it…Where is it…
in Mendota?in Mendota?

HOW TO HOW TO 
ENTER:ENTER:

If you know where If you know where 
this scene is located in this scene is located in 

Mendota, write the answer Mendota, write the answer 
briefly and concisely on a briefly and concisely on a 

slip of paper and drop it off slip of paper and drop it off 
or mail it to The Mendota or mail it to The Mendota 
Reporter Office. All entries Reporter Office. All entries 
must be received no later must be received no later 
than noon on Monday. than noon on Monday. 

One correct answer will be One correct answer will be 
drawn each week. Prizes drawn each week. Prizes 
must be must be pickedpicked up at the  up at the 

Mendota Reporter Office. Mendota Reporter Office. 
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LOCAL AND AREA

Janko Realty currently has 1, 2 and 3 
bedroom and studio units 

available for rent in Mendota.  
Please check out our available 

rentals and applications online at 
www.jankorealty.propertyware.com 

or call 815-830-4422.
03062023

Janko Realty & Development

payments, revise payment 
plans and validate and save 
bank accounts. 

• A new, pilot tax filing 
service called Direct File 
that gives eligible taxpayers a 
new choice to file their 2023 
federal tax returns online, for 
free, directly with the IRS. It 
will be rolled out in phases 
and is expected to be widely 
available in mid-March. 
Find more about Direct File 
pilot eligibility, scope and 
the participating states on 
Direct File.
April 15 tax filing dead-
line for most taxpayers

For most taxpayers, the 

The problem is more 
widespread than the cases 
that get on the news, Klais-
ner said.

“If you were to walk into 
any school and talk to the 
principal or the dean, they 
will tell you that behavioral 
incidents are way up from 
what they were three to five 
years ago,” Klaisner said. 
“It’s fights in the hallways. 
It’s kids acting out.”

Safe schools, designat-
ed schools where Illinois 
children are assigned after 
multiple suspensions and 
expulsion, are “busting at the 

deadline to file their personal 
federal tax return, pay any tax 
owed or request an extension 
to file is Monday, April 15, 
2024. 

Taxpayers living in Maine 
or Massachusetts have until 
April 17, 2024, due to the Pa-
triot’s Day and Emancipation 
Day holidays. If a taxpayer 
resides in a federally declared 
disaster area, they also may 
have additional time to file.

Tips to help
people file in 2024

The IRS encourages tax-
payers to take steps now to 
“Get Ready” to file their 
2023 individual federal tax 
return. It’s important for 
filers to gather all the correct 

information they need before 
filing their return. Organize 
and gather tax records includ-
ing Social Security numbers, 
Individual Taxpayer Identi-
fication Numbers, Adoption 
Identification Numbers and 
this year’s Identity Protec-
tion Personal Identification 
Numbers (IP PIN). Filing an 
accurate return can help tax-
payers avoid refund delays 
or later IRS mailings  about 
a problem.

People should report 
all their taxable income 
and wait to file until they 
receive all income related 
documents. This is espe-
cially important for people 
who may receive various 

seams,” Klaisner said.
“Way before COVID, we 

saw the increase of instances 
of disturbed kids acting out at 
school,” Klaisner said.

The COVID school shut-
downs have made the prob-
lem worse, he said.

“The rise of behavioral 
and mental health issues 
coming out of the pandemic 
has been astounding,” he 
said.

For years, experts at the 
Lurie Children’s Hospital, 
the Center for Childhood Re-
silience, and the Chapin Hall 
Center at the University of 
Chicago have consulted with 
Illinois on the best ways to 

Forms 1099 from banks 
or other payers reporting 
unemployment compensa-
tion, dividends, pensions, 
annuities or retirement plan 
distributions. If a taxpayer 
receives Forms 1099-K, 
they should visit What to 
do with Form 1099-K to 
help them determine if that 
money should be reported 
as income on their federal 
tax return. 

People should plan to file 
electronically with direct de-
posit. This is still the fastest 
and easiest way to file and 
receive a refund. To avoid 
delays in processing, people 
should avoid filing paper 
returns whenever possible.

Tax
Continued from Page A1

Students
Continued from Page A1 care for students with mental 

health problems.
Ideally, a screening ses-

sion will be a 15-minute, 
one-on-one conversation 
between a trained social 
worker or counselor and a 
student. Trained screeners 
have more success in finding 
problems when they can look 
for body language and cues, 
Klaisner said.

Anxiety and depression 
are triggers for behavioral 
problems. Screeners may 
find a child who is concerned 
about coming to school. The 
child may think that other 
students are looking at him or 
talking about him, indicating 

a higher-than-normal level 
of anxiety.

“Let’s follow up with 
that young person and see 
what is going on with them,” 
Klaisner said.

A decade ago, social 
workers in schools only dealt 
with kids who had disabili-
ties, he said. Now schools are 
finding that many families 
are dealing with difficult, 
trauma-based issues that 
manifest in schools.

“You will find educators 
who are feeling the pressure 
of ‘one more thing on our 
plate.’” Klaisner said. “It is 
already on our plate and we 
can’t deny its existence.”

OGLESBY – Nearly 200 schol-
arships totaling up to $400,000 are 
available through the IVCC Foun-
dation to students planning to attend 
Illinois Valley Community College 
this fall.

Deadline to apply is 9 p.m. Thurs-
day, Feb. 8. High school seniors, 
current IVCC students and anyone 
planning to enroll at IVCC in Fall 
2024 can apply online at www.ivcc.
edu/scholarships. This year, appli-
cants are not required to submit the 
Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) to be considered for 
these awards.

Scholarships range in value from 
$500 to $4,500. Awards are available 
in specific disciplines, such as auto-
motive, business, health care, STEM 
and others. There also are about 50 
general scholarships available to stu-
dents in any program of study. 

“I recommend all students apply 
for our scholarships, because most do 

receive an award,” said Tracy Beattie, 
Executive Director of the IVCC Foun-
dation. “Scholarships can assist with 
tuition, books and other expenses.”

Scholarship recipient Libby 
Boyles says students shouldn’t be 
intimidated by the application pro-
cess. “The application form is set up 
perfectly, with all the information 
laid out, like a questionnaire, and 
it’s easy.”

The second-year student adds 
another incentive: “I’m coming out 
of my first two years of college and 
going into a four-year university with 
no debt. That’s big for me and my 
family.” After graduation this spring, 
Boyles plans to pursue a finance 
degree at Illinois State University.

Recipient Anthony Hewitt said 
scholarships have made it possible 
for him to pursue a dream career. 
Without that scholarship assistance, 
“I wouldn’t be pursuing the career I 
am (in physical therapy). It’s really 

reassuring that I can go to college 
and not scramble for money.” After 
graduating this spring, Hewitt plans to 
transfer to the University of Illinois.

Hewitt has this advice for appli-
cants: “Let your passion come across 
and take time to prepare before filling 
out the application. I know there are 
deadlines but take time and revise if 
necessary. Use the Writing Center! 
They really helped me be concise and 
convey my ideas.”

Boyles said she also enjoyed the 
Foundation’s scholarship reception 
last fall, where recipients were rec-
ognized. “It’s a good way to get rec-
ognized for your accomplishments, 
because if you received a scholarship, 
it means you earned it. And you get 
to meet the scholarship donors and 
can thank them.”

For more information, contact 
Foundation secretary Donna Swis-
koski at (815) 224-0551 or email 
donna_swiskoski@ivcc.edu.

Nearly 200 scholarships available to IVCC students SPRINGFIELD – Attention Illinois farmers: the annual 
Conservation Cropping Seminar will take place Wednesday, 
Jan. 31, with virtual attendance available for a $15 registration 
fee. The event will be held from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., and soil 
and water CEUs will be available.

This event will cover how to improve soil health, cover 
crops, adopt new technologies, improve root health, manage 
nutrients and provide the latest agronomic research. A ques-
tion-and-answer session with an Illinois farmer panel will be 
offered, as well as access to helpful resources.

Topics and speakers for this year include:
• Alternative Farming Methods – Greg Thoren, Stockton, 

Ill., farmer
• Next Generation of Digital Agriculture: Digital De-com-

moditization, Smart Tillage, and AI – Dr. Lars Dyrud, Earth 
Optics

• Struggles with Stratification – Marion Calmer, Calmer 
Corn Heads

• Banded Systems Management-To the Root of High 
Yield – Chris Perkins, Banded Ag, LLC

• Farmer Panel
This event is organized and made possible with the involve-

ment and support of the Illinois Department of Agriculture, 
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, USDA’s Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, Champaign County Soil and 
Water Conservation District, Doug Hanson, Randy McElroy, 
and local Soil and Water Conservation Districts. 

Register by Wednesday, Jan. 24 at ccswcd.com/
conservation-cropping-seminars to secure your virtual 
attendance.

M E N D O T A  – 
L.E.A.S.E.  wil l  be 
holding free preschool 
screenings on Tuesday, 
Feb. 13, in the after-
noon, at First United 
Methodist Church, 100 
E. Sixth St., Mendota.

T h e  s c r e e n i n g s 
are for children who 
are 3 or 4 years old. 
L.E.A.S.E. will screen 
key developmental 
areas such as motor 
development, speech, 
language, vision, hear-
ing and general readi-
ness. You can schedule 
an appointment  by 
calling Jean at 815-
433-6433.

All children must be 
screened to be consid-
ered for the Mendota 
District #289 Preschool 
Program. If your child 
has been screened by 
L.E.A.S.E. already, he/
she does not need to be 
screened again. Appli-
cations for Mendota 
District #289 Preschool 
will be at the screen-
ings. The applications 
and screenings will be 
reviewed by the pre-
school team, and you 
will be contacted as 
to whether your child 
qualifies for preschool.

MENDOTA – Holy Cross 
School in Mendota has 
named its second quarter 
honor roll students for the 
2023-24 year.

Eighth Grade High 
Honors: Charlee Dank-
enbring, Komen Denault, 
Diego Diaz, Corbin Doll, 
Karson Doyle, Bear Fitz-
patrick, Giselle Gonzalez, 
Leah Henkel, Shea Kreiser, 
Kaylee MacDonald, Abby 
Magallanes, Gaby Martinez, 
Kamilah Preciado, Maddox 
Rosales, Elsie Soliman, Ross 
Sondgeroth, Cole Tillman

Eighth Grade Hon-
ors: Ashlynn Rickels, Leah 
Schwemlein

Seventh Grade High 
Honors: Raegan Atherton, 
Will Aughenbaugh, Eva 
Beetz, Joseph Cackley, Abby 
Delao, Cal Doyle, Quinn 
Eddy, Liam Jones, Catherine 
Moench, Kyla Muhlstadt, 
Yulissia Quintana, Nora 
Rhynedance

Seventh Grade Hon-
ors: Rafael Arteaga, Claire 
Atherton

Sixth Grade High Hon-
ors: Emme Beetz, Cale Full, 
Linda MacDonald, Lillee 
Monterastelli, Camden Paw-
lowski, Ellye Reppin, Molly 
Wilson

Sixth Grade Honors: 
Blake Cyrocki, Leo Engels

Fifth Grade High Hon-
ors: Mason Atherton, Nicole 
Cervantes, Eliana Escatel, 
Samantha Escatel, Henry 
Happ, Paul Hochstatter, 
Ming Xi Huang, Sofia Le-
mus, Brooklyn Mauch, Ar-
mani Quintana, Brooklyn 
Shakespeare, Ally Tillman, 
Jaxson Zimmerlein

Fifth Grade Honors: 
Nolan Henkel

Third Grade B.U.G. 
Roll: Adan Delao, Shayne 
Full, Alexia Lerma, Kohen 
Piller

Second Grade B.U.G. 
Roll: Stella Beetz, Sydney 
Beetz, Callie Martin, Keegan 
Mauch, Karissa Weber

Kindergarten B.U.G. 
Roll: Karter Cassidy, Ty 
Faber, Nora Mann, Cole Sa-
franski, Weston Schwingle

HONOR ROLL
Holy Cross School

Conservation Cropping Seminar set

Preschool
screening
planned
Feb. 13th
in Mendota
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(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from Jan. 19, 1994.)
By Jessica Nashold

A hundred years ago, the Mendota 
Bulletin called attention to a lack in the 
community.

Mendota has long been in need of 
a suitable place in which to care 
for the many wounded, which 
so frequently occur in our city.
Taking initiative to fill that need, the 

members of the King’s Daughters at 
the Presbyterian Church rented a small 
house on Jefferson Street, next to Dr. 
Cook’s office.

They have fitted up rooms in 
which cases may be comfortably 
cared for. These rooms are now 
ready for use.
It was emphasized that this facility 

would be for the benefit of the entire 
city, and not “sectarian” in management.

The King’s Daughters planned 
fundraising events to benefit this emer-
gency hospital. At a Colonial Tea on 
Washington’s birthday, they cleared 
$30 for the cause. At a Floral Bazaar 
held in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Sam 
Fernberg, just west of the church, they 
offered paper flowers, lamp shades 
and novelties. This project showed a 
profit of $50.

No details are given as to how the 
emergency hospital was staffed and 
maintained.

***
In early January 1894, a meeting was 

held to determine a permanent location 
for the Illinois State Fair. Contenders 
were Springfield, Bloomington, Decatur 
and Peoria. Eleven votes were needed 
and during eight informal ballots, 
Springfield gained each time until the 
“necessary majority” was reached.

No other place ever had more 
than six votes.

***
On Jan. 8, 1894, fire destroyed a 

number of buildings that housed ex-
hibits during the 1893 World’s Fair in 
Chicago. Guards were posted at the 
fairgrounds, which were closed, and 

they had earlier attempted to evict 
tramps who were “swarming into the 
grounds” but without success.

When the fire was first discovered 
a guard tried to send in the alarm on 
four different fire alarm boxes, but they 
failed to function. He finally used the 
telephone.

The buildings destroyed were the 
casino, the peristyle (a row of columns), 
the music hall and a portion of the 
manufacturer’s building.

20,000 spectators saw the build-
ings vanish.
It had been hoped by some that these 

buildings might be allowed to stand for 
another year.

The fire has decided that ques-
tion.

***
Even a hundred years ago the plight 

of the homeless, especially in big cities, 
was a cause for concern. Referring to 
them as “the shelterless,” a New York 
minister advocated offering churches 
as shelters.

Open the churches to the people, 
day and night, for sitting rooms, 
for reading rooms, for lodging 
rooms, for warmth and shelter. 
There is no holier use to put 
them to.

***
Mendota area people loaded a freight 

car with 15,600 pounds of meal, flour, 
clothing and shoes for destitute miners 
in northern Michigan. A letter from the 
Gogebic County Relief Society, dated 
Jan. 12, 1894, expressed thanks for 
the shipment and also stated that some 
supplies would be reshipped to Iron 
Mountain, Mich.

They are in great need there. We 
have so far fared better than they.

***

The city council passed a resolution 
allowing Wheeler & Main to “number 
the city” under supervision of a com-
mittee of aldermen. Wheeler & Main 
would be permitted to sell numbers for 
houses and businesses “to such a desire 
to buy.” It was understood that the city 
would incur no expense in connection 
with the numbering.

***
The editor and publisher of the Men-

dota Bulletin in January 1894 was H.A. 
Bates. He devoted space to his views on 
political questions and was particularly 
opposed to free trade.

No one is benefitted by free trade 
except the rich man and under it 
no poor man can hope to better 
his condition.

***
Some home was expressed that 

Mendota might soon have telephone 
service. During the summer of 1893, 
Mendota had granted a telephone fran-
chise to Automatic Telephone & Electric 
Co. of Chicago. The Bell patent on all 
telephone parts except for the receiver 
had expired in March 1893. The patent 
on the receiver was due to expire on 
Jan. 30, 1894.

Then, possibly, Mendota may 
get telephones.

***
Thomas Rasmus of Chicago and John 

Widget of Mendota opened a shooting 
gallery and ten pin alley in the basement 
under the room south of the post office 
on Illinois Avenue. They also ordered 
a phonograph loaded with “the latest 
songs an sayings” for the entertainment 
of their customers.

***
The National Dairy Association 

stepped up in opposition to the sale 
of oleomargarine a tax of 7 cents 
was assessed on oleo and the Internal 
Revenue Department had a budget of 
$50,000 to “run down all offenders 
against revenue laws.” National Dairy 
Association wanted an appropriation 
of $150,000 passed, which would be 
devoted exclusively to the prosecution 
of “oleo cases.”

Providing emergency care – 1894
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

Public Servants
THE PRESIDENT

Joseph R. Biden (D), The White House, 1600 Pennsylvania 
Ave. NW, Washington, D.C. 20500, telephone comments: 
(202) 456-1111, contact/e-mail: whitehouse.gov/contact, 
official website: joebiden.com.

UNITED STATES SENATORS
Tammy Duckworth (D), Washington, D.C. office: G12 

Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510, 
telephone (202) 224-2854, fax (202) 228-4611; Chicago 
office: P.O. Box 10793, Chicago, IL 60610, telephone (847) 
794-8977.

Dick Durbin (D), Washington, D.C. office: 711 Hart Senate 
Bldg., Washington, D.C. 20510, telephone (202) 224-2152, 
fax (202) 228-0400; Chicago office: 230 S. Dearborn, Suite 
3892, Chicago, IL 60604, telephone (312) 353-4952, fax (312) 
353-0150; Springfield office: 525 S. Eighth St., Springfield, 
IL 62703, telephone (217) 492-4062, fax (217) 492-4382.

UNITED STATES CONGRESS
Lauren Underwood (D), 14th District; Washington, D.C. 

office: 1410 Longworth HOB, Washington, D.C. 20515, 
telephone (202) 225-2976; Sandwich office: 207 E. Church 
St., Unit F, Sandwich, IL 60548, telephone (630) 549-2190.

ILLINOIS GOVERNOR
JB Pritzker (D), Springfield office: Office of the Governor, 

207 State House, Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 
782-0244; Chicago office: Office of the Governor, James R. 
Thompson Center, 100 W. Randolph, 16-100, Chicago, IL 
60601, telephone (312) 814-2121; e-mail GovernorsOffice@
illinois.gov.

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
Juliana Stratton (D), Springfield office: 214 State House, 

Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 558-3085, fax (217) 
558-3094; Chicago office: James R. Thompson Center, 100 
W. Randolph, Suite 15-200, Chicago, IL 60601, telephone 
(312) 814-5240; fax (312) 814-5228; e-mail LtGovernor-
sOffice@illinois.gov.

SECRETARY OF STATE
Alexi Giannoulias (D), 213 State Capitol, Springfield, IL 

62756, telephone toll free in Illinois (800) 252-8980.
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Kwame Raoul (D), Springfield main office: 500 S. Sec-
ond St., Springfield, IL 62701, telephone (217) 782-1090, 
TTY (877) 844-5461; Chicago office: 100 W. Randolph St., 
Chicago, IL 60601, telephone (312) 814-3000, TTY (800) 
964-3013; Northern Illinois Regional Office, Zeke Giorgi 
Center, 2005 S. Wyman St., Suite 307, Rockford, IL 61101, 
telephone (815) 967-3883, TTY (815) 967-3891.

COMPTROLLER
Susana A. Mendoza (D), Office of the Comptroller – 

Springfield Executive Office, 325 W. Adams, Springfield, 
IL 62704, telephone (217) 782-6000; Records Center (800) 
877-8078.

TREASURER
Michael W. Frerichs (D), Springfield Capitol Building, 

219 State House, Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 
782-2211; fax (217) 782-2777.

ILLINOIS SENATORS
Sue Rezin (R), 38th District; Peru office: 350 Fifth St., 

Suite 254, Peru, IL 61354, telephone (815) 220-8720, fax 
(815) 220-8721; State Capitol office: 309J Capitol Building, 
Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 782-3840, fax (217) 
782-7818. 

Win Stoller (R), 37th District; Dixon office: 121 E. First 
St., Dixon, IL 61021, telephone (678) 575-3779; Peoria 
office: 5415 University St., Suite 105, Peoria, IL 61614, 
telephone (309) 693-4921; State Capitol office: Stratton 
Office Building, A Section, Room C, Springfield, IL 62706, 
telephone (217) 782-1942.

ILLINOIS REPRESENTATIVES
Bradley Fritts (R), 74th District; District office: 101 W. 

First St., Suite 501, Dixon, IL 61021, telephone (815) 561-
3690; Springfield office: 221-N Stratton, Springfield, IL 
62706, telephone (217) 782-0535; website www.repfritts.com

Ryan Spain (R), 73rd District; District office: 5407 N. Uni-
versity St., Arbor Hall, Suite B, Peoria, IL 61614, telephone 
(309) 690-7373; Springfield office: 314 Capitol Building, 
Springfield, IL 62706, telephone (217) 782-8108.

Lance Yednock (D), 76th District; District office: 628 
Columbus St., Suite 204, Ottawa, IL 61350, telephone (815) 
324-5055; e-mail staterepyednock@gmail.com; Springfield 
telephone (217) 782-0140. 

The Mendota Reporter welcomes letters to the editor on 
public issues of local interest. Letters must be signed for 
publication; authors’ names will not be withheld. Include 
your address and telephone number. The number will not 
be published but may be used to verify authenticity. Un-
signed, anonymous letters are never published. Keep your 
letter as concise as possible. The editor reserves the right 

to edit letters for length and to withhold letters that do not 
meet The Reporter’s standards of taste and ethics. The 
Reporter reserves the right to accept or reject letters to the 
editor endorsing candidates for public office. The deadline 
is 10 a.m. Monday for Wednesday’s issue. Send letters to: 
The Mendota Reporter, 703 Illinois Ave., P.O. Box 300, 
Mendota, IL 61342.

Letters Policy

MAYOR
David Boelk, 803 Meadowview Drive, ........815-538-3924

CITY CLERK
Emily McConville, 1404 Ben Mar Ave., ......815-539-7459

TREASURER
Rob Letterly, 1714 Peri Drive, ......................815-910-7652

FIRST WARD ALDERMEN
James Fitzpatrick, 807 Pennsylvania Ave., ...815-538-2474
John Hessenberger, 1406 Hillcrest Drive, .....815-539-9934

SECOND WARD ALDERMEN
John Holland, 902 West Lawn, .....................815-528-5367
Leo Hochstatter, 1102 S. Park Ave., .............630-841-1315

THIRD WARD ALDERMEN
Kyle Kim, 504 First Ave., .............................815-538-2414
Jay Miller, 702 First Ave., .............................757-412-9374

FOURTH WARD ALDERMEN
Mark Peasley, 2111 Cedar Ave., ....................815-252-7243
Vicki Johnson, 206 Ninth St., .......................815-866-5558

Mendota City Officials
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TRI-COUNTY NEWS

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

Auto Body Specialists
Weather Tech dealer

Window Tinting
Car/Truck/SUV 

Detailing

And many other truck 
accessories available!

Marten Portable 
Buildings

325 N. 25th Rd.
Rt. 251 S., Peru

224-1506

YOUR HOME TOWN 
INSURANCE COMPANY.

We offer:
• Equipment Breakdown

• Buried utility line 
coverage

• Sump Pump Back Up
• Home/Auto Discount

Find a list of our agents 
for your property 

insurance needs at  
www.mendotamutual.com

Advertise
Your 

Business
Here

In The
Area 

Business
Spotlight

539-9396

1207 22nd St.
(815)539-9306

Cash  
& Carry

$1000

Double It For

$1700

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341

Open 6am-10pm 
 7 days a week

• Bakery
• Deli
• Meats
• Liquor
• Produce
• Floral

Across from 
First State Bank, Mendota

Call 
(815) 539-5651

See 
Jackie Near 

for all your 
Insurance Needs!

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

• Plumbing
• Heating
• Cooling
•Electric

Mendota • 815-539-3828
TRIPLESERVICEINC.COM

IL Lic. #055-041123

AREA BUSINESS AREA BUSINESS 
SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT

www.eurekasavings.com

Buying a car 
just got easier.
Find out how by 

calling...

Se habla español

ANNA 
ARTEAGA

NMLS #461075

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

LaSalle
Peru

Oglesby
Wenona

Other Locations:

706 Washington St. 
and 1403 13th Ave., 

Mendota

Chris Holdenrid
Senior VP 

Morgage Lending
NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

LEE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
LAND AUCTION

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24, 2024 AT 10:00 AMCT

328.75 ACRES± (SUBJECT TO SURVEY) • 3 TRACTS

The Shultz farm is located just southeast of Harmon, IL or 10 miles southeast 

of Sterling/Rock Falls, IL. The land is further described as being located in 

Sections 14, 23 & 24, T20N-R8E, Harmon Township, Lee County, Illinois.

Farmers & investors, take advantage of this opportunity to purchase a large 

acreage with quality soils, located close to excellent grain market outlets.
THE ROBERT H. SHULTZ JR. REVOCABLE TRUST

ROBERT H. SHULTZ JR. - TRUSTEE
MERRIAM SHULTZ HELMSING

Representing Attorney: Timothy W. Kirk, Shareholder
Heyl, Royster, Voelker & Allen, P.C. | (309) 677-9519

300 Hamilton Boulevard, Peoria, Illinois 61601
Auction Managers: Isaac Taber (309) 335-8081  

& Kevin Haas (309) 264-7767

VIRTUAL ONLINE
PAW PAW – The Paw 

Paw Village Board met 
in regular session on 
Jan. 10.

It was learned the 
village was compensat-
ed by True Utilities for 
the replacement of fire 
hydrant.

The village is hav-
ing a new computer 
software program in-
stalled over the next few 
months.

Cost and methods 
of cleaning the water 
tower were discussed.

Residents are re-
minded that the vil-
lage’s main street, Chi-
cago Road, must be free 
nightly of any parked 
cars between Chap-
man Street and Seventh 
Street when snowfall 
is expected above two 
inches.

The next Village 
Board meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, Feb. 6 
at 7 p.m. in the Library 
meeting room.

Paw Paw
Village
Board
handles
business

DIXON — The highly 
anticipated annual Kids and 
K-9’s SPIN Club is back 
for another exciting year of 
canine companionship and 
skill-building. Lee County 
4-H is thrilled to announce 
that registration is now open 
for this unique opportunity 
where youth and their furry 
friends can delve into the 
thrilling worlds of rally, 
agility, obedience, and show-
manship. The deadline for 
registration is Feb. 3.

The Kids and K-9’s SPIN 
Club invites youth to join a 
series of engaging sessions 
from February through 
June. For those interested 
in showcasing the impres-
sive skills they’ve honed 
throughout the program, the 
Multi-County Dog Show, 
June 29, is a great place to 
show their skills.

To qual i fy  for  the 
Multi-County Dog Show, 
participants must attend at 
least six obedience train-
ing sessions, ensuring they 
receive ample training and 
guidance to excel in their 
chosen disciplines. The 
program focuses on skill de-
velopment and emphasizes 
responsible pet ownership, 
empathy, and teamwork.

“I’m excited to see the 
growth and camaraderie 
that unfolds each year in 
Kids and K-9’s. This club 
provides a unique opportu-
nity for youth to bond with 

Kids & K-9s SPIN Club set in Dixon 

their dogs while developing 
essential life skills through 
fun and interactive training 
activities,” said Katie Baker, 
Lee County 4-H Program 
Coordinator.

For registration and more 
information, visit go.illinois.
edu/kidsk9 or contact Katie 
Baker, Lee County 4-H 
Program Coordinator at 
kmcbr2@illinois.edu or call 
(815) 857-3525.

About Kids and 
K-9s SPIN Club

The Kids and K-9s Club 
is a special interest club that 
has delighted families and 
their furry friends for several 

years. Led by a dedicated 
team of experts, the club 
promotes responsible pet 
ownership and fosters strong 
bonds between youth and 
their dogs through activities 
such as rally, agility, obe-
dience, and showmanship 
training. The perfect club for 
those wishing to participate 
in the Multi-County Dog 
Show in June.

If you need an accommo-
dation to participate, please 
email the contact person for 
the event. Early requests are 
strongly encouraged to allow 
sufficient time to meet your 
access needs. 
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TAX PREP GUIDE

-Tax 
Preparation

-Payroll
 Solutions

-Bookkeeping
 Services

-Hablamos 
 Español

Phone:
815-664-3290

Email:
abacustaxsv@gmail.com

-Tax 
Preparation

-Payroll
 Solutions

-Bookkeeping
 Services

-Hablamos 
 Español

Phone:
815-664-3290

Email:
abacustaxsv@gmail.com

3017 Fifth St, Peru, IL 61354

01192022

www.abacustaxsv.com

Phone:
815-664-3290

Email:
abacustaxsv@gmail.com

01
17

20
24Carrie Harrington Echols, CPA

817 Illinois Ave,  
Mendota IL  
815-539-5666 office 
815-343-3448 cell for text inquiries  
admin@echols-cpa.com 
carrie@echols-cpa.com

www.echols-cpa.com

SETCHELL AGENCY LTD.
618 6th Street • Mendota, IL
PH: 815-539-9311

We are ready and waiting to help you 
get that REFUND back FAST.

 Walk-Ins Welcome Or 
Phone For Appointment

Tax Prep For ALL!
Retirees • Families

Individuals • Businesses

As people get ready for tax filing 
season, it’s important that they select 
tax return preparers with the skills, 
education and expertise to prepare 
tax forms properly. Taxpayers are 
ultimately responsible for all the 
information on their tax return, re-
gardless of who prepares it. 

There are many types of tax 
preparers, including certified public 
accountants (CPAs), enrolled agents, 
attorneys and others. A taxpayer 
should choose a tax preparer that 
works best for their needs. 

Here are some tips to help people 
choose a preparer.

Check the IRS Directory 
of Preparers 

Taxpayers can find an enrolled 
agent, CPA, attorney or participant in 
Annual Filing Season Program with 
the IRS Directory of Preparers
Checklist for choosing a tax pro

Before hiring a tax preparer:
• Check the preparer’s history with 

the Better Business Bureau. Taxpay-
ers can also verify an enrolled agent’s 
status on IRS.gov.

• Ask about fees.  Taxpayers 
should avoid tax return preparers 
who base their fees on a percentage 
of the refund or who offer to deposit 
all or part of their refund into their 
financial accounts. Taxpayers should 
be suspicious of preparers claiming 
they can get larger refunds than other 
tax preparers.

• Ask if the preparer plans to 
use  e-file. The fastest way to get a 
tax refund is by e-filing and choosing 
direct deposit.

• Choose a firm or individual with 
a track record. Preparers may need to 
answer questions about the tax return 
months or even years later.

• Ensure the preparer signs the tax 

return and includes their Preparer Tax 
Identification Number. Paid tax return 
preparers must have a PTIN and in-
clude it on any tax return they prepare.

• Consider the person’s creden-
tials. Only attorneys, CPAs and en-
rolled agents can represent taxpayers 
before the IRS in tax matters. Other 
tax return preparers who participate 
in the IRS  Annual Filing Season 
Program have limited practice rights 
to represent taxpayers during audits 
of returns they prepared.

Watch out for tax preparer scams. 
Tax return preparer fraud is a common 
tax scam. 

The IRS is committed to inves-
tigating paid tax return preparers 
who act improperly. Taxpayers can 
file a complaint  if they have been 
financially impacted by a tax return 
preparer’s misconduct or improper 
tax preparation practices.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
— The Internal Revenue 
Service encourages taxpay-
ers to check out IRS.gov for 
tips, tools and resources to 
help them get ready to file 
their 2023 federal income 
tax return. 

The Get Ready page 
on IRS.gov outlines steps 
taxpayers can take now to 
make filing easier in 2024. 
Later this month, the IRS 
anticipates announcing a 
start date for the 2024 filing 
season when the agency will 
begin accepting tax returns.
Interactive Tax Assistant

The Interactive Tax As-
sistant is a tool on IRS.gov 
that can help taxpayers with 
various tax law questions, 
including:

• Who needs to file a tax 
return.

• What is the best filing 
status to use.

• Who can claim a de-
pendent. 

• Who is eligible to claim 
a credit or deduct certain 
expenses. 

Earned Income 
Tax Credit Assistant
The Earned Income Tax 

Credit (EITC) helps low- to 
moderate-income workers 
and families get a tax break. 
EITC can reduce taxes owed 
and may give taxpayers a 
larger refund. Taxpayers 
can use the EITC Assistant 
to determine:

• If they are eligible to 
claim EITC.

• If they have any quali-
fying children or relatives.

• The estimated amount 
of their credit.

• The filing status they 
should use. 

‘Where’s My Refund?’ 
Most refunds are issued 

in less than 21 calendar days. 
Taxpayers can use “Where’s 
My Refund?” to check the 
status of their 2023 income 
tax refund within 24 hours of 
e-filing. Refund information 
is normally available after 
four weeks for taxpayers 
that filed a paper return. 
Information on “Where’s 
My Refund?” will update 
overnight so there is no need 
to check the tool more than 
once a day. 

IRS Individual 
Online Account 

Taxpayers with a Social 
Security number or an Indi-
vidual Taxpayer Identifica-
tion Number can create or 
access their IRS Individual 
Online Account to get in-
formation they need to file 
their return. 

With an IRS Individual 
Online Account, people can: 

• View balance owed, pay-
ment history and schedule 
payments.

• Cancel scheduled pay-
ments – new feature for 2024.

• Get transcripts. 
• View or create payment 

plans.
• See digital copies of 

some IRS notices. 
• View key data from 

their most recently filed tax 

Get Ready: IRS 
website has helpful 
resources for taxpayers

return, including adjusted 
gross income.

• Validate bank accounts 
and save multiple accounts, 
eliminating the need to 
re-enter bank account infor-
mation every time they make 
a payment. 

• View, approve and 
electronically sign power of 
attorney and tax information 
authorizations from their tax 
professional. 

Identity Protection PIN
An Identity Protection 

(IP) PIN is a six-digit number 
that prevents someone else 
from filing a tax return using 
a taxpayer’s Social Security 
number or Individual Tax-
payer Identification Number. 
The IP PIN is known only to 
the taxpayer and the IRS. It 
helps the IRS verify the tax-
payer’s identity when they 
file an electronic or paper 
tax return. 

The fastest way to receive 
an IP PIN is to use the on-
line Get an IP PIN tool that 
is available now through 
mid-November. Taxpayers 
that want an IP PIN and do 
not already have an Individ-
ual Online Account on IRS.
gov, must register to confirm 
their identity. 
Filing options on IRS.gov 

Taxpayers should make 
IRS.gov their first stop when 
looking for options to file 
their 2023 federal income 
tax return.

• IRS Free File. Almost 
everyone can file electron-
ically for free by using IRS 
Free File. Those who are 
comfortable preparing their 
own taxes can use IRS Free 
File Fillable Forms, regard-
less of their income, to file 
their tax return either online 
or by mail. 

• Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance/Tax Counseling 
for the Elderly. Taxpayers 
can find organizations in 
their community with IRS 
certified volunteers that 
provide free tax help for 
eligible taxpayers including 
working families, the elderly, 
the disabled and people who 
speak limited English.

• MilTax. A Department 
of Defense program, MilT-
ax generally offers free return 
preparation and electronic 
filing software for federal 
income tax returns and up to 
three state income tax returns 
for all military members, 
and some veterans, with no 
income limit.

• Direct File pilot.  The 
IRS is piloting a new tax 
filing service during the up-
coming filing season called 
Direct File that gives eligible 
taxpayers a new choice to file 
their 2023 federal tax returns 
online, for free, directly with 
the IRS. Find more infor-
mation on Direct File about 
pilot eligibility, scope and the 
participating states.

Find an authorized e-file 
provider. Tax pros accepted 
by the IRS electronic filing 
program are authorized IRS 
e-file providers. They are 
qualified to prepare, transmit 
and process e-filed returns.

Most tax return preparers 
provide outstanding and pro-
fessional tax service. How-
ever, choosing the wrong tax 
return preparer hurts taxpay-
ers financially every year.

Choosing a reputable tax preparer is vital to tax security

CHICAGO – The Illinois 
Department of Revenue 
(IDOR) is providing tax-
payers with tips and alerting 
them to changes they may 
encounter when filing their 
2023 state income taxes early 
next year.

“The 2023 tax filing 
season is just around the 
corner and we want to ensure 
taxpayers are prepared and 
have the necessary docu-
ments and are also aware 
of improvements that have 
been made to simplify the 
filing process,” said IDOR 
Director David Harris. “We 
strongly encourage electron-
ic filing as it is the easiest 
way to file and also ensures 
the fastest refund when one 
is due.”

Gathering 2023 
Tax Documents

Some common docu-
ments, records, or receipts 
taxpayers may need to file 
include:

• Adjusted Gross Income 
(AGI) from 2022 IL-1040,

• Copy of federal income 
tax return and schedules,

• Copies of all W-2 and 
1099 forms,

• Property Number and 
amount of property taxes 
paid if claiming a property 
tax credit,

• Voluntary emergency 

worker credit certificate,
• Receipts for qualified 

education or moving ex-
penses, and

• Routing and account 
number if due a refund and 
choose to deposit refund 
directly into checking or 
savings account.

Determining Eligibility 
for Tax Credits

Depending on circum-
stances, taxpayers may be 
able to reduce the amount 
of taxes owed through tax 
credits. Some popular tax 
credits include the Illinois 
Earned Income Tax Credit 
(EITC), the Illinois K-12 
Education Expense Credit, 
and the Property Tax Credit. 

The Illinois Earned In-
come Tax Credit (EITC) has 
been increased to 20% of the 
Federal EITC and expanded 
to include those who are 
18-25 years of age and older 
and 65 and older without a 
qualifying child, and filing 
with an Individual Taxpay-
er Identification Number 
(ITIN) or have children with 
an ITIN. 

The Volunteer Emergency 
Worker Credit   is a $500 
non-refundable tax credit 
given to volunteer fire emer-
gency workers who qualify, 
apply, and are awarded the 
credit.

Expecting a Refund, 
Here’s What to Know 
Taxpayers are encouraged 

to file electronically as early 
as possible in the tax season 
and choose direct deposit to 
ensure the fastest processing 
and issuance of any refunds. 
If taxpayers electronically 
file an error-free return, they 
should receive a direct depos-
it refund in approximately 
four weeks. Taxpayers re-
ceiving notices from IDOR 
should respond as quickly 
as possible to help expedite 
processing and minimize any 
delays in issuing refunds. 
IDOR continues to increase 
and enhance efforts to protect 
taxpayers from identity theft 
and tax fraud. These highly 
successful methods combat 
criminal activity all while 
striving to disperse tax re-
funds as quickly as possible. 

Needing more time?
While the state of Illinois 

does grant an automatic 
six-month extension to file 
an IL-1040 each year, tax-
payers must still pay any 
money owed on their returns 
by April 15, 2024, to avoid 
penalties and interest. If a 
return cannot be filed by 
the due date, taxpayers may 
make an extension payment 
electronically through My-
Tax Illinois. To pay by mail, 

they may use Form IL-505-I, 
Automatic Extension Pay-
ment for Individuals Filing 
Form IL-1040, to calculate 
and make payments. 

Some changes to the 2023 
Form IL-1040, Illinois Indi-
vidual Income Tax Return, 
and schedules include:

• The 2023 personal ex-
emption amount is $2,425.

• The original due date for 
filing the 2023 Form IL-1040 
and paying the 2023 indi-
vidual income tax liability 
is April 15, 2024.

• The extended due date 
for filing a return is Oct. 15, 
2024.
Assistance for Taxpayers

IDOR’s taxpayer assis-
tance numbers are available 
for tax-related inquiries and 
include automated menus 
allowing taxpayers to check 
the status of a refund, identify 
an IL-PIN, or receive esti-
mated payment information 
without having to wait for an 
agent. To receive assistance, 
taxpayers may call 1-800-
732-8866  or  217-782-3336. 
Free language assistance for 
Limited English Proficiency 
(LEP) individuals is available. 
For the most up-to-date infor-
mation, forms, schedules, and 
instructions for the 2023 tax 
season, please visit IDOR’s 
website at:  tax.illinois.gov

IDOR tips to prepare for tax season
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ENTERTAINMENT

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: Is “Animal Control” 
with Joel McHale returning 
soon, or did it get canceled? 
Also, what’s the latest on the 
“Community” movie? -- F.L.

A: Joel McHale has had 
no trouble finding employ-
ment since he first appeared 
on screens two decades ago 
to host the weekly TV clip 
show “The Soup” on E! He’s 
easily alternated between 
hosting duties, acting in 
sitcoms, and appearing as a 
judge on competitive reality 
shows. His quick wit has 
served him well, especially 
in his latest comedy series 
“Animal Control,” which 
returns to Fox for its second 
season on March 6.

“Community,” the crit-
ically acclaimed series 
created by Dan Harmon, 
introduced “Soup” fans to 
McHale, the actor. Never a 
big ratings hit, it was wildly 
original and amassed a cult 
following. A movie was in 
the preproduction stage be-
fore the writers’ and actors’ 
strikes, but now Harmon 
is worried that they won’t 
be able to coordinate all 
of the actors’ schedules. If 
and when it does happen, 
“Community” the movie will 
air on the Peacock streaming 
service, although a short run 

at local theaters isn’t out of 
the question.

***
Q: Whatever happened 

to Michael Bolton? I haven’t 
heard any new music from 
him in years. Did he retire? 
-- K.W.

A: Michael Bolton had 
two No. 1 Billboard singles 
in the early 1990s -- “How 
Am I Supposed to Live With-
out You” and “When a Man 
Loves a Woman.” Those two 
big power ballads, along with 
five other Top 10 hits, made 
him a household name, but 
he hasn’t topped the charts 
in quite some time. How-
ever, he had been touring as 
recently as last year, until he 
had to suspend future dates 
due to a health issue.

At the age of 70, Bolton 
recently underwent surgery 
for a brain tumor, but has 
been alert and posting on 
social media, assuring his 
fans that he’s recovering. He 
wrote in an Instagram post: 
“Just before the holidays, it 
was discovered that I had a 
brain tumor, which required 
immediate surgery.” He add-
ed that he’s working hard to 
accelerate his recovery and 
get back to performing soon.

Last July, he released 
“Spark of Light,” his first 
album of original songs in 14 

years, and also appeared on 
“The Masked Singer.”

***
Q: Is Snoop Dogg really 

going to be one of the com-
mentators for the Summer 
Olympics? Will his friend 
Martha Stewart join him? 
-- S.S.

A: I don’t know about 
Martha Stewart, but Calvin 
Broadus Jr., best known as 
Snoop Dogg, will be provid-
ing commentary alongside 
Mike Tirico during prime-
time on NBC, as well as 
on Peacock. He’ll also tour 
historic landmarks and talk 
with the athletes.

You might remember 
that Snoop Dogg and movie 
star Kevin Hart teamed up 
during the 2020 Olympics 
in Tokyo to provide hilarious 
commentary for Peacock. 
According to USA Today, 
the two “generated tens of 
millions of views” with their 
highlights, no doubt leading 
to the decision from NBC to 
bring Snoop Dogg on in a 
bigger role this summer. The 
opening ceremony kicks off 
on Friday, July 26.

Send me your questions at 
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.
com, or write me at KFWS, 
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803.

• Trivia Test • Strange
But True

1. MOVIES: What state is 
the setting for the 1990s movie 
“Twister”?

2. GEOGRAPHY: Lake 
Okeechobee is in which U.S. 
state?

3. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which 
president adopted the expression, 
“Speak softly and carry a big 
stick”?

4. MUSIC: Actor/singer Jared 
Leto also is the front man for 
which rock music band?

5. HISTORY: The U.S. Civil 
War ended in 1865 when Gen. 
Robert E. Lee surrendered to Union 
forces in which Virginia town?

6. SCIENCE: Which element 
has the symbol Pb?

7. GAMES: What is the 
destination in the board game 
Candy Land?

8. TELEVISON: Who was the 
long-running host of “American 
Bandstand”?

9. U.S. STATES: What is the 
capital of Alaska?

10. LITERATURE: Who is 
the author of the autobiographical 
work “I Know Why the Caged 
Bird Sings”?

Answers
1. Oklahoma.
2. Florida.
3. Theodore Roosevelt.
4. Thirty Seconds to Mars.
5. Appomattox.
6. Lead.
7. Candy Castle.
8. Dick Clark.
9. Juneau.
10. Maya Angelou.
(c) 2024 King Features Synd., 

Inc.

By Lucie Winborne
* From 1953 to 1959, the 

Cincinnati Reds baseball 
team went by a different 
moniker, the Cincinnati 
Redlegs, in response to 
America’s fear of commu-
nism during the McCarthy 
era, when the term “Reds” 
could be problematic.

* The word “whisky” 
comes from the Gaelic phrase 
“uisge beatha,” or “water 
of life.”

* According to research-
ers at Japan’s Nagoya Uni-
versity, electric eels can use 
their shock to transfer genetic 
material to nearby fish larvae, 
altering the larva’s genes in 
the process.

* An AI program using 
merely 10 seconds of human 
speech has been able to iden-
tify whether someone has 
diabetes with 89% accuracy.

* Workers at an Akron, 
Ohio, auto wrecking com-
pany creatively stopped a 
potential car thief by using 
a forklift to raise him, while 
inside the vehicle, 20 feet 
into the air until (no doubt 
amused) police arrived on 
the scene.

* If you make a visit to 
Iceland, you might run across 
a tiny, intricately designed 
house known as an alfhol. 
But it wasn’t built for a 
family of dolls. Rather, such 
structures are created for the 
“hidden folk” of Icelandic 
folklore, creatures often 
invisible to humans but who 
are believed to lead lives 
similar to ours.

* Smokers with better 
math skills are more inclined 
to quit smoking.

* When Reza Baluchi, 
a 44-year-old man from 
Florida, aspired to cross the 
Atlantic on a visit to London, 
he didn’t take a plane or boat, 
but a floating contraption 
much like a giant hamster 
wheel! Unfortunately, his 
mode of transportation was 
deemed “manifestly unsafe” 
by the Coast Guard off the 
coast of Georgia’s Tybee 
Island, and after a three-day 
standoff, Baluchi’s mission 
was aborted.

(c) 2024 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Sofia 
Coppola finally revealed why 
her Elvis Presley (Jacob Elor-
di) didn’t 
really sing 
in “Pris-
cilla.” She 
explained, 
“I original-
ly wanted 
t o  h a v e 
three Elvis 
songs, but I always knew 
that we might not be able to 
get them. I wanted it to really 
be focused on [Priscilla’s] 
story ... and to me, it is really 
more important to have Dolly 
Parton at the end, to have a 
woman’s voice at the end.”

Despite being an Os-
car-winning director and 
the daughter of Francis Ford 
Coppola -- and also having 
a career that spans decades 
with films such as “Marie 
Antoinette” (2006) and “Lost 
in Translation” (2003) -- So-
fia’s been competing with 
male directors to get bigger 
budgets. “I just see all these 
men getting hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars, and then I’m 
fighting for a tiny fraction 
of that,” she revealed. And 
that’s why Elvis didn’t get 
to sing much in “Priscilla.”

***

Coppola

Has the flood of rom-
coms on Hallmark, Great 
American Family, Lifetime 
and UPtv ruined the genre 
for movie theaters? Case 
in point: Glen Powell and 
Sydney Sweeney’s new film 
“Anyone But You.” Powell 
got noticed in “Hit Man” 
and “Top Gun: Maverick,” 
while Sweeney excelled in 
“The White Lotus” and “Eu-
phoria,” but they couldn’t fill 
theater seats despite good 
reviews. In their first week, 
they grossed $16 million 
against a $25 million cost.

And despite having in-
credible battle scenes and Os-
car winner Joaquin Phoenix 
as Napoleon, the epic Rid-
ley Scott film “Napoleon” 
grossed $213.4 million, but 
cost $130 million. The first 
week of “Aquaman and the 
Lost Kingdom” only grossed 
$58 million against its $215 
million cost. (The original 
grossed $136 million in its 
first week.) But “Barbie’s” 
$1.5 billion grosses prove 
that if you’ve got what mov-
iegoers want, they’ll run in 
to fill those seats.

***
Ever wondered how much 

“Dancing with the Stars” 
pays their celebrities and 
why it’s so important for 

them to make the semi-finals? 
Semi-finalists get $50,000 for 
each week they remain in the 
competition. Plus, those who 
make it to the end will more 
than likely walk away with 
$345,000, and one of them 
even gets a mirror ball trophy! 
It’s a lot of hard work, but can 
be fun and worth the prize 
money, especially compared 
to “America’s Got Talent.” 
The winner of “AGT” gets $1 
million, but the prize is spread 
out over 40 years -- yes, I said 
it, 40 years!

Though, that’s still a 
better case than “American 
Idol,” who gives its winners 
$125,000 for winning the 
competition and another 
$125,000 to complete an 
album in just four months. 
A $300,000 advance is also 
given, but the musicians 
won’t receive a penny from 
their music until the advance 
is paid back. Some winners 
even felt trapped by the re-
cord label and weren’t able 
to get out of the contract to 
record with someone else.

“The Voice” awards 
$100,000 to the winner and 
a record deal as well, but 
as of this date, not one of 
its winners has made it big. 
What’s your get-rich-quick 
scheme for 2024?

Couch Theater
“Napoleon” (R) -- Direc-

tor Ridley Scott (“House of 
Gucci”) recruited Joaquin 
Phoenix (“Beau Is Afraid”) 
to star as the titular character 
in his historical drama cen-
tered on French emperor Na-
poleon Bonaparte. Phoenix 
gives a very stony but com-
ical performance as Bona-
parte, opposite an alluring 
Vanessa Kirby (“Mission: 
Impossible”) as Josephine, 
Bonaparte’s first wife. The 
film spans from 1793 up 
until the Battle of Waterloo 
in 1815, jumping between 
chilling battle sequences and 
intimate moments of Bona-
parte’s personal life. Many 
critics have sounded off 
about the film, highlighting 
its historical inaccuracy and 
anti-French sentiments, but 
Scott had this to say to his 
critics: “Excuse me, mate, 
were you there?” The film’s 
available now to rent. (Am-
azon Prime Video)

“75th Primetime Emmy 
Awards” (NR) -- Due to 
the writers’ and actors’ 
strikes of 2023, the annual 
Primetime Emmy Awards 
were pushed back from 
their usual September date, 
and award-season fanatics 
couldn’t be happier that it’s 
finally arrived! Leading the 

pack with 27 nominations, 
including 14 acting nom-
inations, is the incredible 
comedy-drama series “Suc-
cession,” which reached its 
culmination this past May. 
Other Max series that re-
ceived nods included “House 
of the Dragon,” “The Last of 
Us” and “The White Lotus,” 
while actors like Jeremy 
Allen White (“The Bear”), 
Jenna Ortega (“Wednesday”) 
and Bob Odenkirk (“Better 
Call Saul”) snagged Lead 
Actor nominations for their 
respective series. The show 
is available to watch in its 
entirety on Jan. 16. (Hulu)

In Case You Missed It
“Leave the World Be-

hind” (R) -- After winning a 
bidding war to get the rights 
to the apocalyptic novel writ-
ten by Rumaan Alam, Netflix 
released its film adaptation 
starring Julia Roberts and 
Mahershala Ali. Roberts 
plays Amanda Sandford, a 
mother and wife who books 
a beach vacation rental for 
her family, when sudden 
mysterious and concerning 
occurrences ensue. One of 
these occurrences, a black-
out, brings the owner of the 
rental, G.H. Scott (Ali), and 
his daughter back to their 
home. With no choice but to 

stay together in this rarest of 
circumstances, the Sandfords 
and Scotts bunker down and 
try to find answers to the 
terrifying events that show 
no signs of stopping. Ethan 
Hawke and Kevin Bacon also 
play supporting roles in the 
film, out now. (Netflix)

“Bookie” (TV-MA) -- 
Italian-American comedian 
Sebastian Maniscalco leads 
this comedy series about the 
day-to-day of a sports bookie 
named Danny. With his cli-
ents often fleeing to avoid 
paying up, along with a rocky 
relationship with his partner, 
Sandra, Danny is often at his 
wit’s end trying to keep the 
wheels running in his life. 
Similar to Pete Davidson, 
Maniscalco doesn’t seem 
to like playing a character 
other than some variation 
of himself. But the half-hour 
episodes do provide good 
comic relief for those who 
just want to laugh, especially 
with Ray (Omar Dorsey), 
Danny’s sidekick, and other 
characters like Hector (Jorge 
Garcia) and Lorraine (Vanes-
sa Ferlito). All eight episodes 
are out now. The jury is still 
out on whether it’ll be picked 
up for a second season. (Max)

(c) 2024 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Brought to you each week by
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Setchell  
Agency, Ltd.

Their commitment 
to education will 
send informative, 

interesting & 
educational 

newspapers to the 
Mendota School 

System throughout 
the school year!

A BIG THANK YOU to the 
2023-2024 NIE Sponsors

Member FDIC

To the Policyholders of Mendota Mutual Insurance Company

- ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE -
The 149th Annual Policyholders Meeting of 

Mendota Mutual Insurance Company will be held at 
the Company Office at 1019 Main Street, Mendota, 
Illinois at 1:30 P.M., on Tuesday, January 23, 2024  

to conduct business.

The Company annual report will be on file at the 
Company Office during business hours for anyone 

desiring to review the report.

In compliance with public act 86-1407, you are  
hereby notified that any complaints relating to  

coverage provided by Rockford Mutual Insurance 
Company, may be directed to P.O. Box 5626,  
Rockford, IL  61125, Phone 1-800-747-2957.

01152024

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE SUSPENDED

Lonnie P. Clary, 78, of 
Coloma, Mich., was charged 
with driving while license 
suspended after a traffic 
stop at Washington Street 
and 12th Avenue at 12:28 
a.m. Jan. 10. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

CRIMINAL TRESPASS
TO STATE

SUPPORTED LAND
Daniel E. Rutledge, 24, 

of Streator, was charged 
with criminal trespass to 
state supported land in the 
100 block of South Ninth 
Avenue, Mendota, at 8:30 
p.m. Jan. 10. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

POLICE
BLOTTER

MENDOTA – For those individuals who are operating 
snowmobiles throughout the city of Mendota, please obey all 
traffic laws and show respect for private and public property. 
Remember, routes are in the curb edge of the roadway only, 
not the shoulder, through yards or on sidewalks. Those found 
in violation will be subject to any and all applicable fines, 
including restitution for any damage done.

Designated snowmobile routes are as follows:
• Cherry Street from First Avenue west to Seventh Avenue
• Seventh Avenue from Cherry Street north to Fifth Street
• Fifth Street from Seventh Avenue east to alley between 

Seventh and Sixth avenues
• Alley between Seventh and Sixth avenues north to 

Seventh Street
• Seventh Street to Front Street
• Front Street north from Seventh to Eighth streets
• Eighth Street west crossing BNSF railroad tracks
• 15th  Street from First Avenue west to Lincoln Avenue
• Lincoln Avenue from 15th  Street south to 12th  Street
• 12th  Street from Lincoln Avenue west to E. Main Street
• E. Main Street from 12th  Street north to Illinois Route 251
• Third Street from W. Seventh Avenue west to 12th  Avenue
• 12th  Avenue from Third Street south to Second Street
• Second Street from 12th  Avenue west to 14th  Avenue
• 14th  Avenue from Second Street south to Division Street
• Division Street from 14th  Avenue west to west city limits

Mendota snowmobile routes

MENDOTA — As of 
Monday, Jan. 15, The Men-
dota Reporter’s revamped 
website at www.mendot-
areporter.com has been 
unveiled. 

Work on the site has been 
ongoing in recent months in 
an effort to bring the best 
online experience possible to 
readers in the Mendota area 
and abroad. 

The Mendota Reporter’s 
editorial staff will now have 
access to a state-of-the-art 
content management system 
to bring a more informational 
and immersive experience to 
subscribers. Editors will be 

able to customize the site and 
story features as they see fit 
to deliver local news in the 
most efficient ways possible 
to the site’s visitors.

As they have in the past, 
readers will be able to keep 
up with the top local news 
and sports stories on the site, 
as well as police reports, obit-
uaries and opinion pieces.

The revamped site also 
includes more streamlined 
methods for those looking 
to view e-editions and sub-
scribe to The Mendota Re-
porter online. Feedback from 
subscribers and readers over 
the years was considered as 

the site’s design was made. 
The site will also include an 
upgraded advertising expe-
rience for local advertisers 
looking to reach readers 
online. 

Marking the special oc-
casion of the upgraded site, 
access to stories online will 
be free to all users for two 
weeks, from Jan. 17-31. No 
paywall will be in use on the 
site during that time. 

The Mendota Reporter 
appreciates your continued 
readership and looks forward 
to providing local news to its 
subscribers in the best ways 
possible in the future.

Reporter unveils revamped website

By KIP CHEEK
Staff writer

MENDOTA – The Mendota City Coun-
cil rejected a request and heard a citizen 
complaint about the condition of a dwelling 
at its Jan. 15 regular meeting.

The request was from the Illinois Free-
dom Alliance for a hotel/motel tax fund 
contribution for its convention scheduled 
for Saturday, March 9 from 1-5 p.m. at 
the Mendota Civic Center. The Illinois 
Freedom Alliance mission statement is to 
promote the freedoms guaranteed by our 
Constitution through education and active 
participation in the political process.

City attorney Mike Guilfoyle said a city 
ordinance states that the city of Mendota 
cannot donate money to an organization 
that is not charitable. He added that if it’s 
something providing services to the city 
as a whole, the city can make a donation. 
Also, in using the Mendota Civic Center 
for its convention, the Illinois Freedom 
Alliance cannot in any way show that it 
is tied to the city of Mendota.

Mayor David Boelk commended city 
workers for their job in handling the two 

major snowfalls and sub-zero temperature 
ramifications over the last week. He said 
the city departments did a wonderful job 
in keeping things operating.

A non-citizen of Mendota, speaking on 
behalf of her daughter and grandson, who 
are Mendota residents, issued a complaint 
to the city council about a landlord and the 
deplorable conditions of a dwelling that 
was being rented by her daughter within 
the city. She said the landlord promised 
repairs to the rental upon her daughter 
moving in, but they were never completed 
and money paid to the landlord has not 
been returned upon the woman and child 
moving out.

“It’s time for the city of Mendota to do 
something about this person,” she said. 
“There are laws to hold him accountable. 
He’s preying on low-income families.”

Mayor Boelk said the goal of the city is 
to employ a full-time building inspector/
code enforcement officer that can better 
monitor situations like these that arise.

The next regular meeting of the Men-
dota City Council will be at 5:30 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 5.

City Council rejects request;
hears complaint about landlord

Don’t miss an issue. Subscribe today. 
Call 815-539-9396 or stop by our office.
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Increasing storage capa-
bilities at home is a popular 
goal among many home-
owners and renters. Despite 
how much space a person 
may have at home, there’s 
often a desire to have more 
or maximize the areas that 
are there. According to the 
Self-Storage Almanac, there 
are an estimated 51,206 
storage facilities operating 
in the United States today, 
and MJ Partners Self-Storage 
Update says 11.1 percent of 
households currently rent at 
self-storage facilities.

People often turn to exter-
nal storage facilities to house 
their belongings when space 
is at a premium at home. 
Others may focus their or-
ganization energy on closets, 
garages and basements to 
free up room. But common 
areas around the home also 
can provide additional sourc-
es of storage. Common areas 
are locations where people 
come together for activities.
Living room/family room

Living rooms and family 
rooms are areas of the home 
where people spend many 
hours. These tend to be mul-
tifunctional spaces where 
people entertain, lounge 
and even enjoy movies or 
gaming. Possibilities in these 
living spaces that can create 
extra storage include furni-
ture that serves double-duty. 
For example, a storage 
ottoman adds decorative 
appeal but also can be filled 

Improving storage 
in common areas

with board games or books. 
Cabinet-style TV stands 
may not be as streamlined 
as mounted versions, but 
they’re ideal places to stash 
games, remote controls and 
other accessories.

Entryway
An entryway or mudroom 

can quickly succumb to clut-
ter. When organizing such a 
space, think about the needs 
of the household. A storage 
bench will be a place where 
everyone can sit to put on 
shoes, and then stow footwear 
underneath when not in use. A 
wall-mounted rack can hold 
the current season’s jackets 
or sweaters, as well as purses 
or backpacks for easy access. 
A shelf with some hooks can 
store keys or hold a basket to 
store the daily mail.

Hallway and closet
Closet organization sys-

tems can be the unsung 
heroes in closets utilized 
by multiple members of the 
family. These customizable 
components can be sized ac-
cordingly for the space, and 
then configured as needed 
with a balance of shelves and 
hanging racks. An out-of-the 
way nook or long hallway can 
be enhanced with a bookshelf 
to hold photo albums or that 
library that only continues to 
grow as new reading material 
is acquired.

Homeowners can make 
common areas more func-
tional with the addition of 
storage.

It can be bittersweet when 
adult children decide the 
time has come to move out 
of the family home. Parents 
perhaps get their first trial run 
of this scenario when their 
children go off to college or 
enlist in the military. 

Converting a child’s bed-
room into an area for adults 
may take some planning. 
When the time comes and 
homeowners are emotional-
ly ready to tackle bedroom 
conversions, these tips can 
help the process go smoothly.

• Repurpose the space for 
them. Give a childhood bed-
room an adult spin without 
changing too much. If furni-
ture is in good shape, replace 
the bedding, change the 
flooring, swap out artwork, 
and remove “youthful” items 
like toys, trophies and other 
collectibles. When the child 
comes home to visit, he or 
she will still feel comfortable 
in the space.

• Create extra storage. 
The bedroom can be trans-
formed into a walk-in closet 
or dressing space. According 
to the design experts at Houzz, 
many clients request this type 
of dressing room situation. 
There’s a bonus if the layout 
allows the space to connect to 
the owner’s suite or bathroom. 
This is a major overhaul, so 
homeowners should enlist a 
professional contractor.

• Make a fitness center. A 
bedroom can be turned into a 
home gym to make working 
out more convenient. Home-
owners should take inventory 
of equipment they may have 
and then figure out where 
existing and new equipment 
will go. They may need to 
consult a structural engineer 
to ensure that the flooring can 
bear the weight of additional 
equipment.

• Create a work space. One 
of the best ways to transform 
adult children’s bedrooms 
is to convert the spaces into 
home offices. Those who 
have been setting up “desks” 
at dining room tables or else-
where may be excited about 
the prospects of finally having 
a private, dedicated space to 
work from home.

• Turn it into a craft 
room. The bedroom can be 
converted into a space to 
explore hobbies and various 
other interests. A dedicated 
craft space, a reading nook, 
a place to store photography 
equipment, or another func-
tion can serve as a useful 
way to repurpose an empty 
bedroom.

Repurposing
a bedroom
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Many health and well-
ness regimens include 
treatments that promote 
relaxation and comfort. 
According to IBIS World-
wide, revenue for health 
and wellness spas across 
the United States has ris-
en at a rate of 1.1 percent 
over the past five years, 
reaching $23.3 billion in 
2023. The International 
Spa Association said that 
while spa visits fell in 2020, 
likely due to the global 
pandemic, visits rebounded 
a year later. 

The popularity of spa 
visits is one indicator that 
people enjoy being pam-
pered and frequently make 
time for treatments. While 
visiting a spa is one way 
to rest and recharge, in-
dividuals may be able to 
enjoy similar perks if they 
incorporate these spa-like 
features in their homes. 

How to turn your bathroom into a spa oasis

Hang artwork
Any space is made more 

welcoming and classy with 
the addition of some artistic 
touches. Hang pictures that 
will create a relaxing atmo-
sphere, such as floral prints 
or beachscapes. Integrating 

large prints or a gallery wall 
can add a different dimension 
to the bathroom.
Change the color scheme

Spas are typically bright 
and clean and evoke feel-
ings of purity. This can be 
achieved by choosing white, 

off-white or pale gray in the 
color scheme. An all-white 
design for fixtures and tiles 
also makes it easy to swap 
out accessories when the 
mood strikes.

Incorporate 
natural materials

When decorating the 
space, use natural materials 
like stone, wood and marble 
rather than plastic or metal. 
This can add to the luxury 
appeal.

Install a rainfall 
shower head

Upgrade fixtures to make 
them more luxurious. Multi-
head shower fixtures and 
rainfall shower heads can 
help anyone unwind and re-
lax. Rain showers can evoke 
calmness and relaxation as 
they gently cascade down. 
Additional shower upgrades 
can include steam functions, 
soothing lights and aroma-
therapy.

Keep the tub
While many adults admit 

to not bathing nearly as much 
as they shower, there are ben-

efits to having a deep, spa-
like tub. Soaking away the 
stresses of the day, lounging 
in the tub with a good book 
and listening to music while 
enjoying a bubble bath are all 
ways to slow down and eke 
out a bit more quiet, personal 
time to unwind. Tubs can be 
outfitted with waterfall fea-
tures to add to the ambiance 
even further.

Invest in quality linens
When stepping out of the 

shower or the bath, individ-
uals can wrap themselves in 
thick, luxurious towels or 
robes. Guests also will ap-
preciate comfortable towels 
if they come to visit.

Certain features can trans-
form home bathrooms into 
spa-like retreats with a few 
touches.
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SPORTS

HINCKLEY-BR 51, MENDOTA 14
Hinckley-Big Rock (51)

	 FG	 FT	 Fls	 TP
Murphy	 2	 0-0	 0	 6
Michaels	 1	 0-0	 3	 2
Wagner	 2	 0-1	 1	 4
Martinez	 2	 3-4	 4	 8
Cotton	 1	 1-2	 0	 4
Herrman	 4	 0-0	 1	 9
Carlino	 8	 2-2	 3	 18
Totals	 20	 6-9	 12	 51

Mendota (14)
	 FG	 FT	 Reb	 TP
Eddy	 1	 0-0	 2	 2
Bokus	 0	 0-0	 1	 0
Garcia	 0	 0-0	 3	 0
Frey	 0	 0-0	 2	 0
Knaff	 1	 0-2	 1	 2
Coss	 1	 1-2	 3	 4
Sondgeroth	 0	 0-0	 8	 0
Martin	 1	 0-0	 2	 2
Denault	 0	 1-2	 2	 1
Wasmer	 1	 1-2	 6	 3
Totals	 5	 3-8	 30	 14

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Hinckley-BR	 14	 26	 42	 51
Mendota	 3	 8	 13	 14
Three-point goals: Mendota - Coss 
1; Hinckley-Big Rock  - Murphy 2, 
Martinez 1, Cotton 1, Herrman 1

HALL 51, MENDOTA 21
Mendota (21)

	 FG	 FT	 Reb	 TP
Eddy	 2	 0-0	 5	 6
Bokus	 1	 0-0	 1	 2
Garcia	 0	 0-0	 1	 0
Knaff	 2	 0-0	 5	 5
Coss	 0	 0-2	 1	 0
Sondgeroth	 0	 0-0	 5	 0
Martin	 2	 2-2	 1	 6
Denault	 1	 0-0	 2	 2
Wasmer	 0	 0-2	 2	 0
Totals	 8	 2-6	 23	 21

Hall (51)
	 FG	 FT	 Fls	 TP
C. Pellegrini	 3	 2-4	 na	 8
H. Pellegrini	 2	 0-0	 na	 6
Christiansen	 3	 2-2	 na	 10
Sterling	 7	 2-2	 na	 16
Wozniak	 3	 0-0	 na	 6
Hansen	 1	 0-0	 na	 2
Delphi	 1	 0-0	 na	 3
Totals	 20	 6-8	 na	 51

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Mendota	 2	 9	 16	 21
Hall	 16	 25	 48	 51
Three-point goals: Mendota - Eddy 
2, Knaff 1; Hall - H. Pellegrini 2, 
Christiansen 2, Delphi 1

This column was originally about the Orlando 
Magic retiring Shaquille O’Neal’s No. 32 jersey he 
wore for them during his four-year stay before leav-
ing for the Los Angeles Lakers and the Miami Heat, 
which both have retired his jersey already, before 
bouncing around the league.

Then my idea shifted toward Pete Carroll leaving 
the sideline of the Seattle Seahawks, followed by 
Nick Saban retiring from the University of Alabama, 
capped off with Bill Belichick parting ways with the 
New England Patriots and its owner Robert Kraft.

Until, the 
moment I 
was embar-
rassed to be 
a Chicago 
Bulls fan 
happened.

On Fri-
day, Jan. 12, 
the Chicago 
Bulls played 

the Golden State Warriors at home, the United Cen-
ter in Chicago, and held a special ceremony for its 
inaugural class of the newly formed Ring of Honor.

In hindsight, a Ring of Honor or Hall of Fame 
for a team is awesome and sometimes more than not 
gives players from the franchise recognition they 
don’t receive from the rest of the league or nation-
ally.

I was all for it.
We, as in all Bulls fans, knew Michael Jordan, 

Scottie Pippen, Dennis Rodman, Bob Love, Artis 
Gilmore, and Phil Jackson were locks to be in the 
first class and receive yet another ovation for what 
they did for the franchise over the years.

Especially, Jordan, Pippen, Rodman, and Jackson 
for being key cogs in the dynasty years of 1990-
1998, which brought in the only six championships 
the franchise has to this day.

Others were named to the Ring of Honor, includ-
ing former Bulls General Manager Jerry Krause.

Krause passed away in 2017 at 77, so he was 
represented by his widow, Thelma Krause.

The Bulls fans in attendance booed when Jerry 
was initially introduced into the Ring of Honor 
where Thelma’s face was on the jumbo tron shaking 
her hands in reaction. They showed her again, the 
fans booed and she began crying.

What a shameful, despicable way to treat people.
Whether you hate Krause or not for disassem-

bling the dynasty Bulls, there was no reason for him 
to be booed almost 30 years later or for his widowed 
wife who was asked to be there by the team you’re 
supposedly a fan.

And maybe at first, Krause deserved some criti-
cism for the team being disassembled.

But, so could Michael Jordan for his attitude and 
behavior.

Scottie Pippen for his ego and greed.
Dennis Rodman for his crazy antics and placing 

Hollywood events over basketball or the team who 
pays him and made him a star.

Phil Jackson for his ego and demands.
They were all to blame; not just Krause. 
So, in 1998 when the team disintegrated, it was 

understandable for Krause to get booed, heckled, 
slammed in the press, and talked harshly about by 
every Bulls’ supporter. And to some level, the rest of 
the names associated also.

At the same time, Jackson isn’t hired as the Bulls 
coach without Krause.

Jordan remains a great player on a mediocre team 
because Krause wouldn’t have made the moves he 
did to build a team around the superstar.

Pippen stays with the Seattle Super Sonics, who 
originally drafted him before Krause traded his pick, 
Olden Polynice, to Seattle for Pippen.

Rodman stays an underperforming player on the 
San Antonio Spurs roster because Krause wouldn’t 
have made the trade for him.

Krause didn’t play a second of basketball for the 
Bulls, but he was the mastermind behind the mixing 
and matching, the piecing, the pressure, the stress, 
the financial decisions, which made the Bulls dynas-
ty possible.

There are only three franchises who have more 
championships than the Bulls - the Boston Celtics, 
the Los Angeles Lakers, and the Golden State War-
riors, who won most of theirs after Krause wasn’t 
with the Bulls.

After almost 30 years later, Krause deserves 
respect for giving the Chicago Bulls and its fans 
the dynasty to be proud of and talk about in the first 
place.

I’ll end this with my words on Facebook, which 
actually had someone unfriend me because my opin-
ion differed than his. He said adios, I say peace.

From my Facebook: Of course I know Krause 
ended the team. Everyone knows. I’m not defending 
everything the man did. However, at the end of day 
in 2024, there is negative surrounding every positive 
in sports. There is absolutely no reason our soci-
ety, a fan base should be as petty as it was to loath 
someone who made the Bulls what they were in the 
first place. 

If someone asked every player and coach cur-
rently in the NBA, would you sign a contract to win 
six NBA Championships in eight years but the end 
result is the team being dismantled and everyone 
associated going their separate ways?

Everyone would sign. Absolutely everyone.

A shameful act at
the United Center

Not the
Last Chance

By Brandon
LaChance

JOLIET – In a season full of su-
perlatives, the Mendota boys’ bowling 
team added another highlight to its list 
after competing in the Plainfield North 
Regional on Jan. 15 at the Town & 
Country Lanes in Joliet.

The Trojans executed the necessary 
criteria for keeping their season alive by 
finishing fourth in the team standings, 
allowing them to move on to the sec-
tional round. The top four teams at each 
regional automatically qualify for the 
sectional, and Mendota’s team score of 
5568 was 22 pins higher than fifth-place 
Plainfield South. This is the first time 
in MHS history that the bowling team 
has advanced to the sectional round.

Yorkville claimed the regional 
championship with a pin total of 5864, 

while Oswego East (5854) and Minooka 
(5824) also advanced to the sectional 
level.

Three Mendota bowlers finished in 
the top 25 of the individual standings, 
led by senior Landon Bauer. He was 
seventh overall with a six-game series 
of 1249. Bauer rolled games of 249, 
226, 233, 159, 201 and 181.

Sophomore Paxton Bauer finished in 
17th place with an 1161 series. He had 
games of 235, 193, 193, 210, 150 and 
180. Sophomore Alex Holland had an 
1151 series to finish in 21st place. His 
game scores included 213, 207, 182, 
183, 200 and 166.

Three other team members helped 
the Trojans to their fourth-place finish. 
Sophomore Kooper Novak rolled games 

of 158, 184, 222, 153, 117 and 168 for 
a 1002 series.

Junior BJ Bresley and senior Dean 
Gilbert each competed in three games. 
Bresley had scores of 218, 139 and 157 
for a 514 series, while Gilbert’s games 
were 193, 132 and 166 (491 series).

Thomas Booker of Yorkville was the 
individual champion with a 1359 series.

Mendota’s team will now compete 
in the Rockford Jefferson Sectional to 
be held Saturday, Jan. 20 at Don Carter 
Lanes in Rockford. Start time is 9 a.m.

The top six teams in the sectional 
will move on to the state tournament, 
as well as the top seven individuals who 
are not part of a qualifying team. The 
state tournament will be held Jan. 26-27 
at St. Clair Bowl in O’Fallon.

The Mendota boys’ bowling team qualified for the sectional after finishing in fourth place in the Plainfield North 
Regional on Jan. 15. Left to right, are Caeleb Ensor, Alex Holland, Landon Bauer, Kooper Novak, Paxton Bauer, 
Nick Sheridan, BJ Bresley and Dean Gilbert. (Photo contributed)

Mendota bowlers headed to sectional
q Trojans qualify for next round after 4th-place finish in Plainfield N. Regional

ERIE – The Mendota 
wrestlers dropped both ends 
of a triangular meet at Erie 
on Jan. 11.

The host Erie-Prophet-
stown squad upended the 
Trojans, 65-18. The three 
Mendota wins went to Gavin 
Stevenson, Payton Gagliardo 
and Michael Thornhill via 
forfeit.

The Trojans were taken 
down by Monmouth-Rose-
ville, 54-12. Madrick Mus-
grove got a pin win for Men-
dota at 215 pounds, while 
Stevenson won by forfeit.
Jan. 11 @ Erie
Erie-Prophetstown 65, 
Mendota 18

106 – Hawking (EP) 
pinned Adrian Arteaga (M), 
3:49; 113 – Gavin Stevenson 
(M) won forfeit; 120 – Besse 
(EP) won forfeit; 126 – Kilker 
(EP) won forfeit; 132 – Gib-
son (EP) pinned Trayvon 
Rucker (M), 3:54; 138 – John-
son (EP) dec. Cole Kleckner 
(M), 6-5; 144 – Hovey (EP) 
pinned Gavin Evans (M), 
1:57; 150 – Jepson (EP) won 
forfeit; 157 – Thompson 
(EP) won forfeit; 165 – Pels 
(EP) won forfeit; 175 – Crow 
(EP) pinned Zach Schmidt 
(M), 0:42; 190 – Payton 
Gagliardo (M) won forfeit; 
215 – Michael Thornhill (M) 
won forfeit; 285 – Reymer 
(EP) pinned Nate Giberson 
(M), 0:54
Monmouth-Roseville 54, 
Mendota 12

106 – Thung (MR) pinned 
Arteaga (M), 0:57; 113 – 
Stevenson (M) won forfeit; 
120 – double forfeit; 126 
– Spears (MR) won forfeit; 
132 – Morales (MR) pinned 
Rucker (M), 3:49; 138 – Ri-
vera (MR) pinned Kleckner 
(M), 1:18; 144 – Valverde 
(MR) pinned Evans (M), 
0:43; 150 – double forfeit; 
157 – Ortiz-Mora (MR) won 
forfeit; 165 – Martinez (MR) 
won forfeit; 175 – Montroy 
(MR) pinned Schmidt (M), 
0:14; 190 – Gandarilla (MR) 
pinned Gagliardo (M), 1:25; 
215 – Madrick Musgrove (M) 
pinned Lung (MR), 0:26; 285 
– Bell (MR) pinned Giberson 
(M), 0:43

Trojan
wrestlers
drop 2 in
triangular

Third place in tournament
The Northbrook School seventh grade volleyball team finished in third place in the 
LaSalle Trinity Catholic Tournament on Jan. 5-6. Members of the team, front row, 
left to right, are Aileen Perez, Yuliza Magallanes, Aliya Delao, Laurali Thompson, 
Delilah Karahalios and Mia Arteaga. Back row, Kylee Bonnell, Aleeya Garcia, Eliana 
Eames, Allison McNutt, Giana Godina, Mallory Beck, Lexie Saylor, Ava Mahaffey 
and Livi Perryman. Not pictured: coach Allison Buettner. (Photo contributed)

Hinckley-Big Rock dealt 
the Mendota Lady Trojans a 
51-14 loss in a nonconfer-
ence varsity girls’ basketball 
game on Jan. 10 at the MHS 
gym.

Points were again hard 
to come by for the Lady 
Trojans as they fell behind 
14-3 after the first quarter 
and 26-8 at intermission. 
Mendota managed only six 
points in the second half, 
including one free throw in 
the fourth frame.

“I thought we played 
pretty well, we just got 
outshot bad again,” said 
Mendota coach John Han-
sen. “We battled hard on 
the boards and moved well 
on defense. We just lost to 
a better team.”

Ella Coss had four points 
to lead Mendota. Ryleigh 
Sondgeroth topped the re-
bounding chart with eight 
and Grace Wasmer collected 
six caroms.

***
Hall defeated Mendota 

for the third time this season, 
51-21, in a Three Rivers 
Conference contest on Jan. 
11 at Spring Valley. The 

Offensive troubles continue for
Lady Trojans in pair of setbacks

Lady Trojans have a 4-17 
overall record and a 0-7 
league mark.

The home team took 
control from the opening 
tip, racing out to a 16-2 
advantage after the open-
ing stanza. Hall led 25-9 
at halftime and 48-16 after 
three periods.

“I thought every three we 
took looked good, but they 
didn’t go in for us again,” 
said Hansen. “We’ve got to 
keep firing.”

Ava Eddy and Ella Martin 
paced the team with six points 
apiece, while Eddy, Sond-
geroth and Kennedy Knaff 
each had five rebounds.

q Hinckley-Big Rock and Hall record victories over Mendota

ERIE – The Mendota 
girls’ wrestling team has 
been assigned to the Erie 
Regional to be held Friday, 
Jan. 26 and Saturday, Jan. 
27. Mendota is one of 45 
schools that will compete 
in the regional.

In order to advance to the 
sectional round, a wrestler 
must finish first, second or 
third in her weight class. 
Advancing individuals will 
participate in the Geneseo 
Sectional to be held Friday, 
Feb. 9 and Saturday, Feb. 10.

MHS girls’ wrestling team
to compete in Erie Regional
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SPORTS

WANTED!
CLASSIC CARS .... TOP $$$$CLASSIC CARS .... TOP $$$$

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars, Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars, 
Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,  Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,  

Hot Rods, Mopars & Vintage MotorcyclesHot Rods, Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

Call Jim at 630-201-8122Call Jim at 630-201-8122 01
19

20
22

• 24/7 Light/Medium Duty Towing & Recovery
• Auto Truck Repair

• Emergency Roadside Assistance
• Jump Starts
• Fuel Delivery

• Flat Tire Changes
• Lock Out Service

• Secure Impound Yard

01
01

20
24

301 N. Richmond St., Sublette

815-849-5171

Host your upcoming 
event with us!

01
15

20
24

Must be 21 or over to game. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, crisis 
counseling, and referral services can be accessed by calling 1-800-GAMBLER (1-800-426-2537).

WINNERS WINNERS 
WIN  WIN  

HERE!HERE!

$8.00 off any 2 large pizzas!  
Fri.- Sat.-Sun.

Happy Hour Specials  
Monday-Thursday 3pm-7pm

815-495-3861

$5FREE           PLAYTIN ROOF TAVERN  
2041 US HIGHWAY 34, LELAND, IL

Must be 21 or over to game. No purchase necessary. 
One coupon per person, per period time. No copies 

accepted. Redeem this coupon and receive $5 in 
Free Play. Free Play is offered exclusively by Tin 
Roof Tavern, Leland, IL. Free Play must be played 

in Video Gaming Terminals. If you or someone you 
know has a gambling problem, crisis counseling 
and referel services can be accessed by calling 

1-800-Gambler (1-800-426-2537).
VALID 1/15/24-2/11/24

BAR OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK BAR OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

       Rodeo Night       Rodeo Night
            January 26th              January 26th  
            9pm-12am             9pm-12am 
DJ, Free Bull RidesDJ, Free Bull Rides  

714 Main St. 
Mendota 

 815-539-7011
Carry-out & curbside 

pick-up always 
available.

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

Friday Night-January 19th 
Fried Shrimp Trio (Deep Fried-Grilled-Stuffed)

Saturday Night - January 20th  
Chicken Marsala

Full Menu Available

Wednesday Nights 
Family Style Chicken

1/4 light $11.50 or 1/4 dark $10.50
comes with Baked Potato or French Fries, Soup or 

Salad and Spaghetti
Carryout is always available

Sunday Funday with Big Uproar
Feb. 4th from 2pm to 5pm

01
15

20
24

Buffet a la  
Mexicana

Buffet will include Tamales, Pozole,  
Birria, Tacos Dorados Ahogados,  
Fajitas, Rice and Beans, Chiles  
Rellenos and Tres Leches Cake

$15

01172024

Monday, Jan. 22nd
5PM 5PM - 8PM

Clasica  

Margarita

  $5
Mendota(815) 539-5985
Open 7 Days A Week
Sun-Wed. 11am-9pm
Thur. 4pm-9pm | Friday & Sat. 11am-9pm

‘

Wednesday Night
Men’s League

Standings as of Jan. 3 
– 1. Novak Farms 3-1; 2. 
Mendota Monument 3-1; 
3. O’Donnell Excavating 
3-1; 4. JJ&L Carpentry 
1-3; 5. First State Bank 
1-3; 6. Black Bros. 1-3

High team game 
(scratch) – Novak Farms 
1110, Mendota Monu-
ment 1063, JJ&L Carpen-
try 1039

High team game (hdcp) 
– Novak Farms 1241, 
JJ&L Carpentry 1159, 
Mendota Monument 1146

High team series 
(scratch) – Mendota 
Monument 3108, Novak 
Farms 3066, JJ&L Car-
pentry 2956

High team series 
(hdcp) – Novak Farms 
3459, Mendota Monu-
ment 3357, JJ&L Carpen-
try 3316

High individual game 

(scratch) – Nate Bradford 
279, Owen Wixom 277, 
John Hessenberger 268

High individual series 
(scratch) – Nate Bradford 
764, Owen Wixom 715, 
John Hessenberger 708

Elks 9
Youth League

Standings as of Jan. 
6 – 1. Team 3 22.5-5.5; 
2. Team 2 16.5-11.5; 3. 
Team 4 9-19; 4. Team 
1 8-20

High team game 
(scratch) – Team 4 298 
Team 3 257, Team 2 223

High team game (hdcp) 
– Team 4 654, Team 3 646, 
Team 2 620

High team series 
(scratch) – Team 4 817, 
Team 3 742, Team 2 623

High team series 
(hdcp) – Team 3 1909, 
Team 4 1885, Team 2 
1814

Boys’ high game 

(scratch) – Keegan Mauch 
139, Jaxon Stamberger 
116, Maddox Chaon & 
Parker Krager 98

Boys’ high game 
(hdcp) – Keegan Mauch 
256, Jaxon Stamberger 
228, Parker Krager 225

Boys’ high series 
(scratch) – Jaxon Stam-
berger 298, Keegan 
Mauch 279, Maddox 
Chaon 257

Boys’ high series 
(hdcp) – Jaxon Stamberg-
er 634, Keegan Mauch 
630, Parker Krager 621

Girls’ high game 
(scratch) – Grace Piskie 
120, Sophia Martinez 
104, Ady Law 90

Girls’ high game 
(hdcp) – Grace Piskie 
237, Sophia Martinez 
237, Lainey Ramer 225

Girls’ high series 
(scratch) – Sophia Mar-
tinez 263, Ady Law 220, 
Lainey Ramer 219

Girls’ high series 
(hdcp) – Lainey Ramer 
657, Sophia Martinez 
641, Ady Law 622

Elks 11
Youth League

Standings as of Jan. 
6 – 1. Team 5 23-5; 
2. Team 2 20.5-7.5; 3. 
Team 3 12.5-15.5; 4. 
Team 4 10.5-17.5; 5. 
Team 1 5.5-22.5; 6. 
Team 6 0-28

High  t eam game 
(scratch) – Team 2 310, 
Team 5 300, Team 4 270

High  t eam game 
(hdcp) – Team 2 665, 
Team 3 642, Team 4 620

High team ser ies 
(scratch) – Team 5 862, 
Team 2 829, Team 4 743

High team ser ies 
(hdcp) – Team 2 1894, 
Team 3 1843, Team 5 
1798

Boys’ h igh game 
(scratch) – Parker Ra-
mer 144, Landon Kent 
131,  Bil ly Bromen-
schenkel 118

Boys’ h igh game 
(hdcp) – Lyncoln Daley 
226, Jaxen Daley 220, 
Parker Ramer 215

Boys’ high series 
(scratch) – Parker Ram-
er 410, Bentley Bejster 
310,  Bil ly Bromen-
schenkel 306

Boys’ high series 
(hdcp) – Parker Ramer 

623, Bentley Bejster 
622, Jaxen Daley 611

Gir ls’ h igh game 
( s c r a t ch )  –  E l i ana 
Eammes 97

Gir ls’ h igh game 
(hdcp) – Eliana Eammes 
226

Girls’ high series 
( s c r a t ch )  –  E l i ana 
Eammes 272

Girls’ high series 
(hdcp) – Eliana Eammes 
659

Monday Night
Mixed League

Standings as of Jan. 
8 – 1. Leagal Beagles 
4-1; 2. Bad Kats 4-1; 
3. Ramer Inc. 4-1; 4. 
CM Farm 1-4; 5. Split 
Happens 1-4; 6. Sports-
N-Stuff 1-4

High  t eam game 
(scratch) – Split Hap-
pens 711, Leagal Bea-
gles 701, CM Farm 687

High  t eam game 
(hdcp) – CM Farm 985, 
Leagal Beagles 985, 
Ramer Inc. 942

High team ser ies 
(scratch) – Split Happens 
2074, Leagal Beagles 
2070, CM Farm 1926

High team ser ies 
(hdcp) – Leagal Beagles 
2922, CM Farm 2820, 
Bad Kats 2793

Men’s high game 
(scratch) – Matt Ramer 
257, Sonny Sterchi Jr. 
237, Mike Smith 232

Men’s high game 
(hdcp) – Matt Ramer 
287, Sonny Sterchi Jr. 
287, Ed Roulston 282

Men’s high series 
(scratch) – Matt Ramer 
651, Mike Smith 650, 
Sonny Sterchi Jr. 619

Men’s high series 
(hdcp) – Mike Smith 
788, Sonny Sterchi Jr. 
769, Ed Roulston 761

Women’s high game 
(scratch) – Gail Sessler 
181, Jessica Robinson 
177, Emily Thomas 175

Women’s high game 
(hdcp) – Kim Smith 260, 
Audrey Holocker 254, 
Connie Yost 249

Women’s high series 
(scratch) – Jessica Rob-
inson 523, Gail Sessler 
506, Emily Thomas 480

Women’s high series 
(hdcp) – Kim Smith 730, 
Audrey Holocker 722, 
Stephanie Ramer 704

BOWLING
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800 Washington Street
815-539-7459

www.mendota.il.us

City of 
Mendota

715 
Washington Street

815-539-5651

Earlville • Paw Paw • Sublette 
NUMARKCU.ORG 

Federally Insured by NCUA

250 Marquette 
St.

LaSalle, IL 
61301

Ph. 223-0700

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 

61342
Ph. 539-5656

101 N. Columbia 
Ave.

Oglesby, IL 61348
Ph. 883-3354

2959 Peoria St.
Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-9400

105 West 1st 
South St.

Wenona, IL 
61377

Ph: 853-4333

www.eurekasavings.com
NMLS#447018

ACCURATE TITLE & LICENSE  
Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota 
815-539-9311

ASSISTED LIVING
Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St. 
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

AUCTIONEERS  
McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

AUTO BODY REPAIR 
Furar’s Body Shop
306 Plaza Dr.
815-539-6075 

AUTO REPAIR 
ARS Auto Repair
307 Plaza Dr.
815-538-2412

LaMoille Auto Care Center and Towing
902 N. Main St., LaMoille
815-638-2733

Orzech Towing
Compton 815-343-8047
Sublette 815-849-5171

R&R Taller
4187 Rt. 251
815-538-4979

ATTORNEY 
The Cantlin Law Firm
815-433-4712 
www.cantlinlaw.com

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 
Mendota Ford
Rt. 251 S. 
815-539-9314  
www.mendotaford.com

Schimmer, Inc. Buick • Chevy
Rt. 251 S.
815-539-9343
www.schimmergm.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette
815-849-5232
www.vaessenbrothers.com

CABINETRY AND STAIRS  
Starved Rock Wood Products
815-538-7799
1605 Division Street • Mendota
srwoodproducts.com

CARPET & FLOORING
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
800 Washington  St. 
815-539-6507

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL   
Mauch Carpentry
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-7867 
License #104005528

DENTISTS  
Krenz Dental, Ltd.
Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. • 815-538-5316

ELECTRICAL 
Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

CONTRACTING  
Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. 
815-538-5598
 
Hilliker Electric, LLC
1417 Franklin Grove
815-456-7036
Emergency Number 815-441-8207

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. 
815-539-5656
Member FDIC

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.  
815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

First State Bank
706 Washington St. • Main 
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza
815-538-2265 
firststatebank.biz 
Member FDIC

First State Bank of Van Orin
200 N Main St., Van Orin 
815-638-2111
Member FDIC

Malden Banking Center
302 N Main St. 
815-643-2121
Member FDIC

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
NuMark Credit Union
Earlville • Paw Paw • Sublette
NUMARKCU.ORG
Member NCUA-ESI

FIREPLACES
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

FLORISTS  
Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse
1207 22nd St. 
815-539-9306

FUNERAL HOMES  
Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 W. Main St. 
815-539-8500

FURNITURE   
Meyers Furniture & Carpet & Mattress
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES  
Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St. 
815-539-9341

HEALTH CARE CLINIC  
Davis Family Health, LLC 
1201 Meriden St.
815-538-1800

HEATING & COOLING  
CONTRACTORS  

Correa Heating and Air Conditioning
815-910-9876

Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St. 
815-539-3828  
IL Lic. #055-041123

HOME HEALTH/HOSPICE 
In-Home Care 
Connection Hospice Services
680 W. Peru St., Princeton
815-872-7447
www.ihcccare.com

INSURANCE  
First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • 815-539-5651

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. • 815-539-9311

JUNK REMOVAL 
Highsmith Haul Away 
815-993-8673
HighsmithHaulAway.com

KITCHEN & BATH
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

Someone’s In the Kitchen
1619 N. Main St. • Princeton
815-879-0604
www.somekitchen.com

Starved Rock Wood Products
815-538-7799
1605 Division Street • Mendota
srwoodproducts.com

LIBRARY
Graves-Hume Public Library
1401 W. Main St.
815-538-5142
www.graveshume.org

MUSEUMS 
Breaking The Prairie Museum and 
Country Chapel
684 8th St.
815-539-3373

Hume Carnegie Museum
901 Washington St.
815-539-3373

Union Depot Railroad Museum
638 Main St.
815-538-3800

OPTOMETRIST  
Dr. Tara Van de Wyngaerde
700 14th Ave.
815-539-6291

PET GROOMING  
Dirty Dawgs
1111 Main St. 
815-538-2550

Mendota Pet Salon
2104 E. Main St.
815-878-3185

PIZZA  
Sicily Pizzeria L.L.C.
709 13th Avenue
815-539-7550

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS 
Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service  
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

POST FRAME BUILDERS  
N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road
815-539-9325
New construction & repair

REALTORS  
Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette
815-535-6295 • Lorierbes@gmail.com

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5 
815-539-3811

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

Town & Country Realty
607 Sixth St. 
(815) 539-6635

RESTAURANTS  
Cindy’s on 34
1300 Raymond Drive 
815-539-9000

McDonald’s in Mendota
2 locations
Stop in and see us today!!
NOW HIRING - EOE- Locally Owned and Operated 
by Paul and Mary Breznay

El Ray Del Taco Mexican Restaurant
701 Main St.
815-539-7100

SEAMLESS ROOFING   
DuroLast Roofing
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-5142 
License #104005528

TAX PREPARATION  
H&R Block
1313 Meriden St. 
815-539-7610
hrblock.com

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. 
815-539-9311

THRIFT STORES  
Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St. • 815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic  • 815-910-0200

TRANSPORTATION
Mendota Area Senior Services 
1901 Tom Merwin Drive
815-539-7700 
mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

TOWING  
Gibson Towing
Leland and Sandwich
815-651-9436

Orzech Towing
Compton 815-343-8047
Sublette 815-849-5171

Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul, Matt & Brendan Ramer
4266 E. 4th Road  
815-539-5321

VAPE/SMOKE SHOP
Smooth Smokes and Vapor 
1001 Main St.
815-539-3499

VETERINARIANS
Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM ABVP
1205 Sixth Ave. 
815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com
 
Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM
Rt. 251 N. 
815-539-6601
www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

Free cheeseburger when you 
purchase a cheeseburger!

One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid with any other 
offer. Only redeemable at McDonald’s in Mendota.

2 locations 
Mendota 

*Locally owned and operated 
by Paul & Mary Breznay

Expires 02-28-2024
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?
Check out the 
“Help Wanted” 

ads in the 
Marketplace of 
The Mendota 
Reporter and 
Money Saver 

every week!

“Amazing grace…how 
sweet the sound!” “How 
great Thou art!” “Jesus, 
Jesus, Jesus…” “There’s 
just something about that 
Name!” “Praise God from 
Whom all blessings flow!” 

These are all lyrics 
to a few old hymns of 
the church. Their words 
convey a certain wonder 
and adoration of the great-
ness of God. This kind of 
wide-eyed, jaw-dropping 
amazement should cer-
tainly promote a hopeful 
outlook on life. 

Today we have numer-
ous ways to experience 
God’s goodness. We can 
watch and listen to Bible 
teachings on TV, radio, 
and the internet, find 
encouragement in social 
media, listen to uplifting 
music, read inspiring 
books—the list is almost 
endless. 

However, even with 

Living an amazing life
all the ways the Word is 
available to us, it seems 
as though we have lost 
some of the reverence and 
respect for God that we 
once had, and familiarity 
may be the culprit. Now, 
it’s not that familiarity is 
a bad thing necessarily, 
but when something—or 
someone—becomes com-
mon or ordinary to us, we 
begin to take it for granted 
and it is no longer special. 
I believe this can happen 
with our relationship with 
God.

Several years ago, I 
asked the Lord, “Why 
don’t I have exciting, 
special things happen in 
my life anymore?”

God spoke to my heart 
and said, “Joyce, I still do 
those things all the time. 
You have just gotten used 
to it.”

God wants us to live 
amazed by His goodness 

in our lives...to actively 
take notice of the truly 
wonderful things He does 
for us. Why? Because 
when we live amazed, 
we will never be without 
hope! Let’s look at the 
story of Abraham...

God had blessed Abra-
ham abundantly. Howev-
er, there was one thing that 
he and his wife, Sarah, 
didn’t have—a child. 
Abraham said, “...Lord 
God, what can You give 
me, since I am going on 
[from this world] child-
less...?

“And He [God] brought 
him outside [his tent into 
the starlight] and said, 
Look now toward the 
heavens and count the 
stars—if you are able to 
number them. Then he 
said to him, So shall your 
descendants be (Genesis 
15:2, 5 AMPC).”

Although Abraham’s 
circumstances looked 
overwhelming, the Lord 
brought him out of his tent 
to amaze him and remind 
him that He can do the 
impossible. 

I believe we can all 
spend too much time “in 
our tent,” looking at our 
own problems. That’s why 
the Bible says to look away 
from all that will distract 
unto Jesus, the Author 
and Finisher of our faith 
(Hebrews 12:2). 

Every time we decide 
to pray, read His Word or 
simply dwell on the great 
things He has done for us 
in the past, it produces 
hope. And, like Abraham, 
we soon begin thinking, 
Wow, maybe He can do 
this for me!

If we can’t find any-
thing else to be amazed 
about, we can at least re-
joice that we will live for 
eternity! But in the mean-
time, there is much more 
to inspire our wide-eyed 
wonder; all we have to do 
is simply pay attention. 

Think back to a time 
shortly after you began 
your relationship with 
God. How did you feel? 
Were you extremely hap-
py? Were you amazed by 
the presence of God…
His grace…His love for 
you? How did you express 
your love and gratitude 
to Him? Did you laugh, 
cry, or dance before Him? 
Did you shout praises to 
Him or maybe bow in 
silent reverence? What-
ever you did was your 
expression of the value, or 
importance, of your new 
and growing relationship 
with God.  

It’s like a jar of sal-
ad dressing sitting on 
a shelf—most of the 
seasoning settles to the 
bottom of the bottle. But 
when you shake that bot-
tle up, all the ingredients 
mix together and then the 
dressing can add flavor to 
a salad. In the same way, 
we can stir ourselves up 
and regain the reverence, 

respect, and awe we once 
had for the Lord. Shake 
up those memories of 
what God has done for 
you. Begin to do what 
you did when you first 
experienced God’s pres-
ence, grace, and love. 
Learn to maintain that 
amazement, because the 
more amazed you are, the 
more hopeful, joyful, and 
peaceful you’ll be—and 
the more “flavor” you’ll 
add to this world.

There are several ways 
we can stir ourselves up. 
Just stop and think for a 
moment. Begin to remi-
nisce about the goodness 
of God in your life. Re-
member things He’s done 
for you. Keep a journal to 
record your prayer needs 
and then the answers 
and breakthroughs, or a 
gratitude notebook to just 
write down things you 
are thankful for. Share 
with others what God 
is doing in your life! It 
doesn’t matter wheth-
er they’re big or small 
things; remembrance is 
vital to maintaining hope, 
and these things can help 
remind you. 

When you focus on 
how wonderful God is 
and all the great things 
He’s done…is doing…

and even will do in your 
life, your natural response 
will be praise, adoration, 
and awe. Don’t let your-
self ever get used to it…
stay amazed!

***
For more on this topic, 

order Joyce’s three-part 
teaching resource Filled 
With Hope. You can also 
contact us to receive our 
free magazine, Enjoying 
Everyday Life, by calling 
(800) 727-9673 or visit-
ing www.joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling 
author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, 
Inc. She has authored 
more than 140 books, in-
cluding BATTLEFIELD 
OF THE MIND and 
OVERCOMING EV-
ERY PROBLEM (Faith-
Words). She hosts the 
Enjoying Everyday Life 
radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of 
stations worldwide. For 
more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views 
and opinions expressed 
throughout this publica-
tion and/or website are 
those of the respective 
authors and do not nec-
essarily reflect those of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries.
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The Merchants 

on this page urge 
you to attend a 

house of worship 
this week.

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

 
 

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTAMENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

9 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Worship  

In-person & on Facebook at: 
Mendota First United

Methodist Church  
 

Jan. 21 - 9 a.m. Sunday School; 
9:30 a.m. Worship

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office  (815) 538-2186
    

Facebook: Mendota Zion United 
Methodist Church      

 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

 Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade 
in fellowship hall during worship service

(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM 
during Sunday services) 

TUESDAY - Prayer group 6 p.m.
FRIDAY - Youth group 6 p.m.

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

4401 State Route 251         
(815) 538-3444

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education-10 a.m.

Worship - 11:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:

Midweek Bible Study - 7 p.m.

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 
Website: 

www.stjohnsmendota.org
Schedule:

9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person
and online via YouTube
Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.

(815) 538-5603

Website: fpcmendota.com
Accessible      

Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
Available on Facebook Live 

Jan. 18 - 6:30 p.m. Webelos
Jan. 21 - 10 a.m. Worship, 

Rev. Jim Camp;  11 a.m. Fellowship
Jan. 24 - Newsletter deadline

 Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St. 
(815) 993-2462

          

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Church Builders 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer 6 p.m.
Men’s Ministry

Ladies & Mens Bible Study 
Thursday 6 p.m. 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTONCOMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road, Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
“Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
 10:30 a.m. Worship at First

Jan. 18 - 5:15 p.m. Church Council 
meets

Jan. 24 - 6:30-8 p.m. - 
Confirmation class

Online “devotional service” videos continue 
every Sunday at 

facebook.com/ilccompton and 
YouTube. Check our website and Facebook 

page for more information.

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820
Sunday  Worship 9 a.m.

Sunday  School 10:15 a.m.
Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Nursery available

TROY GROVETROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP
208 W. South St.,  

Troy Grove 
Pastor Brian Hamiel  

Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info
E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m. 
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m. 

LA MOILLELA MOILLE

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

If I Can
By William Arthur Ward

If I can write one verse of truth today
Or give my fellow man a song to sing;
If I can push one needless cloud away

And help men live as children 
of the King:

If I can lend someone a helping hand
Or warm a place where friendship 

needs to be;
If I can build a bridge where 

fences stand
And light a lamp that other men 

might see;
If I can open doors of hope this day

By letting someone know that 
others care;

If I can speak in words that seem
 to say:

I know the heavy burdens that 
you bear.

If I can guide a pilgrim on his way
Or pause to bid him stay for food 

and rest;
If I can do these, Father, this I pray:

“O let me do them with my very best.”
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1. Is the book of Ezekiel (KJV) in the 
Old or New Testament or neither?
2. By Roman reckoning, about 
what time of day did Jesus meet 
the woman at the well at Samaria? 
Sunrise, Noon, Sunset, Midnight
3. Which other servant of Pharaoh 
besides the butler was imprisoned 
along with Joseph? Baker, 
Tentmaker, Workman, Seamstress  
4. What archangel argued with the 
devil in a dispute over the body 
of Moses? Abaddon, Michael, 
Gabriel, Chephirah
5. In Galatians 5, what is the first 
fruit of the Spirit? Faith, Love, 
Peace, Goodness
6. As mentioned 12 times in the 
Bible (KJV), what is a hyssop? Bird, 
Beggar, Plant, Robe
ANSWERS: 1) Old, 2) Noon, 3) 
Baker, 4) Michael, 5) Love, 6) Plant
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Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)
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Place A Classified Ad 
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NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE OF 
TIMESHARE ESTATE 
OR ESTATES UNDER 
SECTION 10-50 OF 
THE ILLINOIS REAL 
ESTATE TIMESHARE 
ACT OF 1999
By virtue of Section 10 
of the Illinois Timeshare 
Lien and Security Inter-
est Act, 770 ILCS 103/1 
et. seq and in execution 
of  certain mortgages 
on the timeshare es-
tates given by the own-
ers of the timeshare es-
tates set forth below for 
breach of the conditions 
of said mortgages and 
for the purpose of fore-
closing, the same will 
be sold at public auction 
starting at 11 o’clock 
a.m. on Tuesday Janu-
ary 23, 2024, at the east 
entrance of Etna Road 
Government Complex, 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
707 Etna Road, Ottawa, 
IL 61350, being all and 
singular the premises 
described in said mort-
gages.
Each timeshare es-
tate is a 1.923% and/
or 0.9615% undivided 
interest (each, a “Unit”) 
as tenant-in-common at 
Fox River Resort, a va-
cation ownership proj-
ect in LaSalle County, 
Illinois, as per the re-
corded plat(s) thereof 
and according to the 
Amended and Restated 
Declaration of Restric-
tions, Covenants and 
Conditions recorded 
under File No. R2000-
31258 and any Sup-
plemental Declarations 
recorded in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds, 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
as supplemented and 
amended from time 
to time (the “Declara-
tion”), together with the 
exclusive right to occu-
py the Unit during the 
designated Use Peri-
od Number(s), as said 
Use Period is defined 
in the Declaration, upon 
and subject to all of the 
terms, restrictions, cov-
enants, conditions and 
provisions in the Decla-
ration.
JASMINE ANDER-
S O N - C R U T H I R D , 
C/O MITCHELL REED 
SUSSMAN, 1053 S 
PALM CANYON DR, 
PALM SPRINGS, CA 
92264, according to 
the Mortgage dated 
January 26, 2014 and 
recorded under File 
No. 2014 03613, in the 
Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds for LaSal-
le County, Illinois, on 
February 28, 2014, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0003E, Use Period 
Number(s) 40, Phase 1  
JASMINE ANDER-
SON-CRUTHIRD, 2608 
W 103RD ST, CHICA-
GO, IL 60655, accord-
ing to the Mortgage 
dated January 26, 2014 
and recorded under 
File No. 2014 03613, 
in the Office of the Re-
corder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on February 28, 2014, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0003E, Use Period 
Number(s) 40, Phase 1
JAY BOUCHER, 256 
PRAIRIE VIS, CIBOLO, 
TX 78108, according 
to the Mortgage dated 
October 19, 2013 and 
recorded under File 
No. 2013 24873, in the 
Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds for LaSal-
le County, Illinois, on 
November 06, 2013, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0411, Use Period 
Number(s) 28, Phase 7
HENRY BROWN and 
CHARLEEN BROWN, 
8044 S THROOP ST, 
CHICAGO, IL 60620, 
according to the Mort-
gage dated August 08, 
2015 and recorded 
under File No. 2015 
16151, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Il-
linois, on August 25, 

2015, are the owners 
of the timeshare estate 
to be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0395, Use 
Period Number(s) 45, 
Phase 6
CATHY BURNS and 
FRITZ BURNS, 265 
HALSELL RD, MINER-
AL WELLS, TX 76067, 
according to the Mort-
gage dated January 
10, 2014 and recorded 
under File No. 2014 
01526, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Il-
linois, on January 28, 
2014, are the owners 
of the timeshare estate 
to be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0394, Use 
Period Number(s) 39, 
Phase 6
TASHA CARNELL 
NARTEY and EDWARD 
NARTEY, 2011 S 13TH 
AVE, MAYWOOD, IL 
60153, according to 
the Mortgage dated 
December 27, 2014 
and recorded under 
File No. 2015 00829, 
in the Office of the Re-
corder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on January 15, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0025, Use Period 
Number(s) 26, Phase 1
LARRY CARR II and 
ANNETTE CARR, 118 
E 123RD ST, CHICA-
GO, IL 60628, accord-
ing to the Mortgage 
dated July 21, 2012 
and recorded under File 
No. 2012 20318, in the 
Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds for LaSal-
le County, Illinois, on 
September 20, 2012, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0035O, Use Period 
Number(s) 17, Phase 1
SAHARA CARUTHERS 
and SHANA BAKER, 
1836 S KARLOV AVE 
APT 304, CHICAGO, IL 
60623, according to the 
Mortgage dated May 
10, 2015 and record-
ed under File No. 2015 
11258, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on June 17, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0145, Use Period 
Number(s) 24, Phase 2
SAHARA CARUTHERS 
and SHANA BAKER, 
318 N 5TH AVE APT 
21, MAYWOOD, IL 
60153, according to the 
Mortgage dated May 
10, 2015 and record-
ed under File No. 2015 
11258, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on June 17, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0145, Use Period 
Number(s) 24, Phase 2
ERIC CORTES and 
IVAN ARREDONDO, 
1409 GREEN OAK 
TRL, AURORA, IL 
60506, according to the 
Mortgage dated June 
05, 2015 and record-
ed under File No. 2015 
11710, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on June 24, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0165, Use Period 
Number(s) 31, Phase 1
ERIC CORTES and 
IVAN ARREDON-
DO, 359 MANOR PL, 
AURORA, IL 60506, 
according to the Mort-
gage dated June 05, 
2015 and recorded 
under File No. 2015 
11710, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on June 24, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0165, Use Period 
Number(s) 31, Phase 1  
APRIL DECARLO, 
DAVID DECARLO 
AND EVAN LAIRD, 

C/O MITCHELL REED 
SUSSMAN, 1053 S 
PALM CANYON DR, 
PALM SPRINGS, CA 
92264, according to 
the Mortgage dated 
February 01, 2014 and 
recorded under File 
No. 2014 02958, in the 
Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds for LaSal-
le County, Illinois, on 
February 19, 2014, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0033, Use Period 
Number(s) 27, Phase 1
APRIL DECARLO, DA-
VID DECARLO AND 
EVAN LAIRD, 4014 
BLANCHAN AVE APT 
1, BROOKFIELD, IL 
60513, according to 
the Mortgage dated 
February 01, 2014 and 
recorded under File 
No. 2014 02958, in the 
Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds for LaSal-
le County, Illinois, on 
February 19, 2014, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0033, Use Period 
Number(s) 27, Phase 1
APRIL DECARLO, 
DAVID DECARLO 
AND EVAN LAIRD, 
409 E 2ND ST, LONG 
BEACH, CA 90802, 
according to the Mort-
gage dated February 
01, 2014 and recorded 
under File No. 2014 
02958, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Il-
linois, on February 19, 
2014, are the owners 
of the timeshare estate 
to be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0033, Use 
Period Number(s) 27, 
Phase 1
CHARLES DUNN JR, 
C/O MITCHELL REED 
SUSSMAN, 1053 S 
PALM CANYON DR, 
PALM SPRINGS, CA 
92264, according to the 
Mortgage dated June 
10, 2015 and record-
ed under File No. 2015 
12183, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on June 30, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0424, Use Period 
Number(s) 08, Phase 7
CHARLES DUNN JR, 
5907 ROSE QUARTZ 
LN, RICHMOND, TX 
77469, according to the 
Mortgage dated June 
10, 2015 and record-
ed under File No. 2015 
12183, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on June 30, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0424, Use Period 
Number(s) 08, Phase 7
BRITTNI FINLAY, C/O 
MITCHELL REED 
SUSSMAN, 1053 S 
PALM CANYON DR, 
PALM SPRINGS, CA 
92264, according to the 
Mortgage dated No-
vember 09, 2013 and 
recorded under File 
No. 2013 26211, in the 
Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds for LaSal-
le County, Illinois, on 
November 26, 2013, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0419, Use Period 
Number(s) 35, Phase 7
BRITTNI FINLAY, 
2711 IDAHO RD, NA-
PERVILLE, IL 60564, 
according to the Mort-
gage dated November 
09, 2013 and recorded 
under File No. 2013 
26211, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on November 26, 
2013, are the owners 
of the timeshare estate 
to be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0419, Use 
Period Number(s) 35, 
Phase 7
STEPHON GIST and 
EBONIE ROBINSON, 
21974 HERITAGE 
DR, FRANKFORT, IL 
60423, according to the 

Mortgage dated March 
21, 2012 and recorded 
under File No. R2012 
09881, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on May 09, 2012, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0019E, Use Period 
Number(s) 36, Phase 1
MARVIN HALE, 16429 
FRANCIS CT, OR-
LAND PARK, IL 60467, 
according to the Mort-
gage dated March 15, 
2015 and recorded 
under File No. 2015 
06069, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on April 02, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0042O, Use Period 
Number(s) 31, Phase 1
DETRICE HARRIS, 
5720 POINTE DR 
APT 5, HAMMOND, IN 
46320, according to the 
Mortgage dated April 
07, 2012 and recorded 
under File No. R2012 
08585, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on April 24, 2012, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0083, Use Period 
Number(s) 29, Phase 2  
ROXANNE HILL and 
JOHN HILL, 2468 LAU-
REL LN, SYCAMORE, 
IL 60178, according 
to the Mortgage dated 
August 30, 2015 and 
recorded under File 
No. 2015 17598, in the 
Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds for LaSal-
le County, Illinois, on 
September 15, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0170, Use Period 
Number(s) 43, Phase 1
JAMES IVY, VALERIE 
TRIPLET-IVY AND 
YANNI BUCKLEY, 
C/O MITCHELL REED 
SUSSMAN, 1053 S 
PALM CANYON DR, 
PALM SPRINGS, CA 
92264, according to the 
Mortgage dated June 
14, 2015 and record-
ed under File No. 2015 
15286, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Il-
linois, on August 11, 
2015, are the owners 
of the timeshare estate 
to be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0006, Use 
Period Number(s) 30, 
Phase 1
JAMES IVY, VALERIE 
TRIPLET-IVY AND 
YANNI BUCKLEY, 3711 
S VINCENNES AVE 
UNIT 605, CHICAGO, IL 
60653, according to the 
Mortgage dated June 
14, 2015 and record-
ed under File No. 2015 
15286, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Il-
linois, on August 11, 
2015, are the owners 
of the timeshare estate 
to be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0006, Use 
Period Number(s) 30, 
Phase 1
JAMES IVY, VALERIE 
TRIPLET-IVY AND 
YANNI BUCKLEY, 
PO BOX 4282, PALM 
SPRINGS, CA 92234, 
according to the Mort-
gage dated June 14, 
2015 and recorded 
under File No. 2015 
15286, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Il-
linois, on August 11, 
2015, are the owners 
of the timeshare estate 
to be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0006, Use 
Period Number(s) 30, 
Phase 1
JAMES IVY, VALERIE 
TRIPLET-IVY AND 
YANNI BUCKLEY, 
8140 S RACINE AVE 
APT 210, CHICAGO, IL 
60620, according to the 
Mortgage dated June 
14, 2015 and record-
ed under File No. 2015 
15286, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 

for LaSalle County, Il-
linois, on August 11, 
2015, are the owners 
of the timeshare estate 
to be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0006, Use 
Period Number(s) 30, 
Phase 1
TAURUS JOHNSON, 
959 ROYCE AVE APT 
B, JOLIET, IL 60432, 
according to the Mort-
gage dated May 30, 
2015 and recorded 
under File No. 2015 
11286, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on June 17, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0098O, Use Period 
Number(s) 29, Phase 2
JAMES MACKINDER 
II, 214 BROOKLET 
CIR, SAINT MARYS, 
GA 31558, according 
to the Mortgage dated 
October 16, 2014 and 
recorded under File 
No. 2014 24669, in the 
Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds for LaSal-
le County, Illinois, on 
December 22, 2014, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0371, Use Period 
Number(s) 49, Phase 3
DENIKA MCMILLEN 
and AMANDA MCMIL-
LEN, 310 EASTLAND 
CT, NAPERVILLE, IL 
60565, according to the 
Mortgage dated May 
03, 2015 and record-
ed under File No. 2015 
09553, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on May 20, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0030, Use Period 
Number(s) 30, Phase 1
PAULA MENDEZ, 2418 
CUYLER AVE APT 1, 
BERWYN, IL 60402, 
according to the Mort-
gage dated July 02, 
2008 and recorded 
under File No. R2008 
16075, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on July 17, 2008, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0386, Use Period 
Number(s) 30, Phase 6 
REBECCA MILLER 
and CHRISTOPHER 
MILLER, 1720 E DANA 
AVE, MESA, AZ 85204, 
according to the Mort-
gage dated May 15, 
2015 and recorded 
under File No. 2015 
10957, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on June 11, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0221, Use Period 
Number(s) 32, Phase 4  
JENNIFER J MISE-
LES and RICHARD 
A MISELES, 214 W 
CAMBRIDGE DR, 
DECATUR, IL 62526, 
according to the Mort-
gage dated May 23, 
2015 and recorded 
under File No. 2015 
10959, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on June 11, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0392, Use Period 
Number(s) 36, Phase 6
JENNIFER J MISELES 
and RICHARD A MISE-
LES, 102 COLORA-
DO DR, DECATUR, IL 
62526, according to the 
Mortgage dated May 
23, 2015 and record-
ed under File No. 2015 
10959, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on June 11, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0392, Use Period 
Number(s) 36, Phase 6
JENNIFER J MISE-
LES and RICHARD 
A MISELES, 214 W 
CAMBRIDGE DR, DE-

CATUR, IL 62526, ac-
cording to the Mortgage 
dated May 23, 2015 
and recorded under File 
No. 2015 10959, in the 
Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds for LaSalle 
County, Illinois, on June 
11, 2015, are the own-
ers of the timeshare 
estate to be foreclosed, 
more particularly de-
scribed as Unit No. 397, 
Use Period Number(s) 
42, Phase 6
JENNIFER J MISELES 
and RICHARD A MISE-
LES, 102 COLORA-
DO DR, DECATUR, IL 
62526, according to the 
Mortgage dated May 
23, 2015 and record-
ed under File No. 2015 
10959, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on June 11, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 397, Use Period 
Number(s) 42, Phase 6
EDITH MORA and 
VICTOR TAPIA, 338 
ALEXIS ST, PLANO, IL 
60545, according to the 
Mortgage dated April 
26, 2014 and record-
ed under File No. 2014 
08833, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on May 14, 2014, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0077E, Use Period 
Number(s) 28, Phase 1
MONICA MORALES 
and JOSE MORALES, 
C/O MOLFETTA LAW, 
1503 S COAST DR STE 
202, COSTA MESA, CA 
92626, according to the 
Mortgage dated March 
16, 2014 and record-
ed under File No. 2014 
05764, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on April 02, 2014, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0002, Use Period 
Number(s) 34, Phase 1
MONICA MORALES 
and JOSE MORALES, 
0S479 MELOLANE RD, 
WEST CHICAGO, IL 
60185, according to the 
Mortgage dated March 
16, 2014 and record-
ed under File No. 2014 
05764, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on April 02, 2014, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0002, Use Period 
Number(s) 34, Phase 1
MARJORIE MORRI-
SON and MARJORIE 
L BENSON, 9212 S 
UNION AVE, CHICA-
GO, IL 60620, accord-
ing to the Mortgage dat-
ed February 03, 2010 
and recorded under 
File No. R2010 03635, 
in the Office of the Re-
corder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on February 24, 2010, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0383, Use Period 
Number(s) 42, Phase 3
MARJORIE MORRI-
SON and MARJORIE 
L BENSON, 9212 S 
UNION AVE, CHICA-
GO, IL 60620, accord-
ing to the Mortgage dat-
ed February 03, 2010 
and recorded under 
File No. R2010 03635, 
in the Office of the Re-
corder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on February 24, 2010, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 408, Use Period 
Number(s) 19, Phase 6
ROTONDA NEELY and 
MALCOLM NEWMAN, 
5910 TEAKWOOD LN 
N APT D, MINNEAP-
OLIS, MN 55442, ac-
cording to the Mortgage 
dated January 04, 2014 
and recorded under 
File No. 2014 02672, 
in the Office of the Re-
corder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on February 13, 2014, 

are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0106, Use Period 
Number(s) 20, Phase 2  
ROTONDA NEELY and 
MALCOLM NEWMAN, 
9742 S MANISTEE 
AVE, CHICAGO, IL 
60617, according to 
the Mortgage dated 
January 04, 2014 and 
recorded under File 
No. 2014 02672, in the 
Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds for LaSal-
le County, Illinois, on 
February 13, 2014, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0106, Use Period 
Number(s) 20, Phase 2
ROY NOWAK and 
SHERRY FANELLI, 
13233 GRIMM ST, CE-
DAR LAKE, IN 46303, 
according to the Mort-
gage dated March 14, 
2015 and recorded 
under File No. 2015 
06107, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on April 02, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0022O, Use Period 
Number(s) 26, Phase 1
ROY NOWAK and 
SHERRY FANELLI, 
36 163RD ST APT 2, 
CALUMET CITY, IL 
60409, according to the 
Mortgage dated March 
14, 2015 and record-
ed under File No. 2015 
06107, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on April 02, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0022O, Use Period 
Number(s) 26, Phase 1
DENISE PACK, GLENN 
SEBELIUS AND TOM 
STANFORD, C/O 
MITCHELL REED 
SUSSMAN, 1053 S 
PALM CANYON DR, 
PALM SPRINGS, CA 
92264, according to the 
Mortgage dated June 
28, 2014 and record-
ed under File No. 2014 
13497, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on July 18, 2014, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0405, Use Period 
Number(s) 07, Phase 6
DENISE PACK, GLENN 
SEBELIUS AND TOM 
STANFORD, 2392 
MIRAMONTE CIR-
CLE, UNIT D, PALM 
SPRINGS, CA 92264, 
according to the Mort-
gage dated June 28, 
2014 and recorded 
under File No. 2014 
13497, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on July 18, 2014, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0405, Use Period 
Number(s) 07, Phase 6
DENISE PACK, GLENN 
SEBELIUS AND TOM 
STANFORD, 220 OAK-
CREEK WAY, NEW 
BRAUNFELS, TX 
78130, according to the 
Mortgage dated June 
28, 2014 and record-
ed under File No. 2014 
13497, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on July 18, 2014, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0405, Use Period 
Number(s) 07, Phase 6
DENISE PACK, GLENN 
SEBELIUS AND TOM 
STANFORD, 516 E 
16TH ST, COLORA-
DO CITY, TX 79512, 
according to the Mort-
gage dated June 28, 
2014 and recorded 
under File No. 2014 
13497, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on July 18, 2014, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 

No. 0405, Use Period 
Number(s) 07, Phase 6
RODNEY G PENNY 
and BRENDA R PEN-
NY, C/O MOLFETTA 
LAW, 3070 BRISTOL 
ST STE 580, COSTA 
MESA, CA 92626, ac-
cording to the Mort-
gage dated September 
08, 2013 and recorded 
under File No. 2013 
21591, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on September 25, 
2013, are the owners 
of the timeshare estate 
to be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0382, Use 
Period Number(s) 42, 
Phase 3
RODNEY G PENNY 
and BRENDA R PEN-
NY, 1003 ANGORA, 
INDIAN TRAIL, NC 
28079, according to the 
Mortgage dated Sep-
tember 08, 2013 and 
recorded under File 
No. 2013 21591, in the 
Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds for LaSal-
le County, Illinois, on 
September 25, 2013, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0382, Use Period 
Number(s) 42, Phase 3
RODNEY G PENNY 
and BRENDA R PEN-
NY, 3510 HILLDALE 
PT, SAN ANTONIO, 
TX 78261, according 
to the Mortgage dated 
September 08, 2013 
and recorded under File 
No. 2013 21591, in the 
Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds for LaSal-
le County, Illinois, on 
September 25, 2013, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0382, Use Period 
Number(s) 42, Phase 3  
MANUEL PEREZ and 
JULIE RAMOS, C/O 
MOLFETTA LAW, 3070 
BRISTOL ST STE 
580, COSTA MESA, 
CA 92626, according 
to the Mortgage dat-
ed October 12, 2013 
and recorded under 
File No. 2013 24300, 
in the Office of the Re-
corder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on October 29, 2013, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0054O, Use Period 
Number(s) 14, Phase 1
MANUEL PEREZ and 
JULIE RAMOS, 7347 
WASH ISLAND DR, 
SUN CITY CENTER, 
FL 33573, according 
to the Mortgage dat-
ed October 12, 2013 
and recorded under 
File No. 2013 24300, 
in the Office of the Re-
corder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on October 29, 2013, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0054O, Use Period 
Number(s) 14, Phase 1
MANUEL PEREZ and 
JULIE RAMOS, 401 E 
CHICAGO ST APT 315, 
ELGIN, IL 60120, ac-
cording to the Mortgage 
dated October 12, 2013 
and recorded under 
File No. 2013 24300, 
in the Office of the Re-
corder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on October 29, 2013, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0054O, Use Period 
Number(s) 14, Phase 1
JUMIAH PERKINS, 
10531 S WABASH AVE 
FL 1, CHICAGO, IL 
60628, according to the 
Mortgage dated March 
20, 2014 and record-
ed under File No. 2014 
06335, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on April 10, 2014, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0411, Use Period 
Number(s) 49, Phase 7
KATHY PRATHER, 
6032 YEARY ST, FORT 
WORTH, TX 76135, ac
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cording to the Mortgage 
dated August 07, 2014 
and recorded under 
File No. 2014 16364, 
in the Office of the Re-
corder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on August 28, 2014, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0054O, Use Period 
Number(s) 15, Phase 1
JAMELIA PRINCE and 
SHELDON DUNLAP, 
2029 PRETA WAY, 
FORT WORTH, TX 
76131, according to the 
Mortgage dated March 
26, 2011 and recorded 
under File No. R2011 
12479, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on June 08, 2011, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0058E, Use Period 
Number(s) 04, Phase 1
ISABEL RIVAS and 
FRANCISCO RIVAS, 
393 COLORADO AVE, 
AURORA, IL 60506, 
according to the Mort-
gage dated March 23, 
2014 and recorded 
under File No. 2014 
06341, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on April 10, 2014, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0206, Use Period 
Number(s) 29, Phase 4
ROSALINDA RIVERA 
and BRIAN MEYER, 
509 MADISON AVE, 
SOUTH MILWAUKEE, 
WI 53172, according 
to the Mortgage dated 
October 27, 2012 and 
recorded under File 
No. 2012 25357, in the 
Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds for LaSal-
le County, Illinois, on 
November 21, 2012, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0067O, Use Period 
Number(s) 45, Phase 1
ROSALINDA RIVERA 
and BRIAN MEYER, 
2968 S 12TH ST, MIL-
WAUKEE, WI 53215, 
according to the Mort-
gage dated October 
27, 2012 and recorded 
under File No. 2012 
25357, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on November 21, 
2012, are the owners 
of the timeshare estate 
to be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0067O, Use 
Period Number(s) 45, 
Phase 1
JOSE SALGADO and 
AMBER SALGADO, 
8100 SEAWALL BLVD 
APT 315, GALVES-
TON, TX 77551, ac-
cording to the Mort-
gage dated April 07, 
2011 and recorded 
under File No. R2011 
10351, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on May 10, 2011, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0077O, Use Period 
Number(s) 49, Phase 1  
JOSE SALGADO and 
AMBER SALGADO, 
2601 20TH ST N, TEX-
AS CITY, TX 77590, 
according to the Mort-
gage dated April 07, 
2011 and recorded 
under File No. R2011 
10351, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on May 10, 2011, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0077O, Use Period 
Number(s) 49, Phase 1
DARLEAN SHIELDS, 
6638 S PEORIA ST, 
CHICAGO, IL 60621, 
according to the Mort-
gage dated April 24, 
2010 and recorded 
under File No. R2010 
11045, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on May 26, 2010, 
are the owners of the 

timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0046, Use Period 
Number(s) 21, Phase 1
DARLEAN SHIELDS, 
6638 S PEORIA ST, 
CHICAGO, IL 60621, 
according to the Mort-
gage dated April 24, 
2010 and recorded 
under File No. R2010 
11045, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on May 26, 2010, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more par-
ticularly described as 
Unit No. 92, Use Period 
Number(s) 42, Phase 2
CAROL STRUBE and 
JOHN R STRUBE, 
3507 W VERNA ST, 
PEORIA, IL 61605, ac-
cording to the Mortgage 
dated October 05, 2015 
and recorded under 
File No. 2015 20243, 
in the Office of the Re-
corder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on October 27, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0410, Use Period 
Number(s) 40, Phase 7
SOPHIA B TAYLOR, 
152 26TH ST, PARK 
FOREST, IL 60466, 
according to the Mort-
gage dated April 18, 
2014 and recorded 
under File No. 2014 
08286, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on May 06, 2014, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0420, Use Period 
Number(s) 18, Phase 7
SOPHIA B TAYLOR, 
152 26TH ST, PARK 
FOREST, IL 60466, 
according to the Mort-
gage dated April 18, 
2014 and recorded 
under File No. 2014 
08286, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on May 06, 2014, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0420, Use Period 
Number(s) 24, Phase 7
ROSEMARY VILLAN-
UEVA, 7819 BLAIR-
WOOD CIR N, LAKE 
WORTH, FL 33467, ac-
cording to the Mortgage 
dated July 27, 2013 
and recorded under 
File No. 2013 17988, 
in the Office of the Re-
corder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on August 13, 2013, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0163E, Use Period 
Number(s) 04, Phase 1
TANESHA WILLIAMS, 
C/O KANIUK LAW OF-
FICE PA, 1615 S CON-
GRESS AVE STE 103, 
DELRAY BEACH, FL 
33445, according to the 
Mortgage dated July 
27, 2014 and record-
ed under File No. 2014 
15753, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Il-
linois, on August 22, 
2014, are the owners 
of the timeshare estate 
to be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0064O, Use 
Period Number(s) 14, 
Phase 1
TANESHA WILLIAMS, 
8952 S EMERALD 
AVE, CHICAGO, IL 
60620, according to the 
Mortgage dated July 
27, 2014 and record-
ed under File No. 2014 
15753, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Il-
linois, on August 22, 
2014, are the owners 
of the timeshare estate 
to be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0064O, Use 
Period Number(s) 14, 
Phase 1
TERMS OF SALE:  At 
the time and location 
noted above, the time-
share estates listed 
above will be sold at 
public auction to the 
highest bidder for cash. 

Purchase price shall be 
paid in full at the time of 
sale by cash or certified 
and immediately avail-
able funds. In the event 
the holder of the mort-
gages or its authorized 
agent is the purchaser 
of one or more of the 
timeshare estates, the 
holder of the mortgages 
or its authorized agent 
may offset against the 
purchase price of the 
timeshare estate(s) an 
amount equal to all or 
a portion of the amount 
due under the mort-
gage(s) (and thus, cred-
it bid).
Other terms may be an-
nounced at the public 
auction.
Holiday Inn Club Vaca-
tions Incorporated, A 
Delaware corporation
By: Deborah A. Quirk, 
Assistant Secretary
No.0101
(Jan. 3, 10 and 17)

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE THIR-
TEENTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
BUREAU COUNTY, 

PRINCETON, IL
PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF )
DALE D. BILLHORN, 
DECEASED. )
)  NO. 2023-PR-90

CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given to cred-
itors of the death of 
Dale D. Billhorn, of the 
Village of LaMoille,  Il-
linois. Letters of Office 
were issued on Decem-
ber 15, 2023, to  Michael 
J. Billhorn of LaMoille, 
IL, as INDEPENDENT 
EXECUTOR, whose 
Attorneys of record 
are SCHWEICKERT 
GANASSIN KRZAK 
RUNDIO, LLP, 2101 
MARQUETTE ROAD, 
PERU, IL 61354.
Claims against the es-
tate may be e-filed in 
the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Division, 
Bureau County Court-
house, 700 S. Main, 
Princeton, IL 61356, 
or with the Represen-
tative, or both, within 6 
months from the date of 
the first publication of 
this Notice. If the claim 
notice is personally 
mailed or delivered to 
a creditor of the above 
estate, the claim must 
be filed in the above 
entitled cause within 3 
months from the date 
of mailing or delivery, 
whichever is later. Any 
claims not filed within 
the above periods are 
barred. 
E-filing is now manda-
tory for documents in 
civil cases with limited 
exceptions. To e-file, 
you must first create an 
account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit 
https://efile.illinoiscorts.
gov/service-providers.
htm to learn more and 
to select a service pro-
vider. If you need addi-
tional help or have trou-
ble e-filing, visit https://
www.illinoiscourts.gov/
FAQ/gethelp.asp. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the Attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed. 
The estate will be ad-
ministered without court 
supervision, unless 
under Section 5/28-4 
of the Probate Act (Ill. 
Compiled Stat. 1992, 
Ch. 758, par. 5/28-4) 
any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any 
time by mailing or deliv-
ering a petition to termi-
nate to the Circuit Clerk.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed with 
the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Division, 
Bureau County Court-
house, 700 S. Main, 
Princeton, IL 61356 or 
with the representative, 
or both,  or, if mailing 
or delivery of a notice 
from the representative 
is required by Section 
5/18-3 of the Probate 
Act, the date stated in 
that notice.  Any claims 
not filed on or before 6 

months from the first 
publication of this notice 
are barred.
Dated:  December 22, 
2023
Dawn M. Reglin
Bureau County Circuit 
Clerk
Princeton, IL 61356
No. 0102
(Jan. 3, 10 and 17, 
2024)

NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE THIR-
TEENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY
IN RE ESTATE OF
Scott C. Sebestin,
Deceased.
Case Number 2023 PR 
211
INDEPENDENT AD-
MINISTRATION PUB-
LICATION NOTICE TO:
[ x ] Creditors and 
Claimants
[ x ] Unknown Heirs and 
Legatees
1. Notice is given of 
the death of Scott C. 
Sebestin, who died on 
October 29, 2023, a
resident of Sandwich, 
Illinois.
2. The Administrator 
for the estate and her 
address is: Christine 
Sebestin, 313 Cascade
Lane, Oswego, IL 
60543.
3. The Attorney for 
the estate is: Dawn M. 
Weekly, LEGACY LAW 
FIRM, LLC, 410 E.
Church St., Unit D, 
Sandwich, IL 60548.
4. Claims against the 
estate may be filed 
on or before July 19, 
2024. Claims against 
the
estate may be filed 
with the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court, LaSalle 
County, 119 W. Madi-
son
Street, Ottawa, IL 
61350, or with the 
Representative, or 
both. Any claim not 
filed within
that period is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to
the Representative 
and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it 
has been filed.
5. On December 22, 
2023 an Order Ap-
pointing the Represen-
tative was entered.
6. Within 42 days after 
the effective date of 
the original Order Ap-
pointing the
Representative, you 
may file a petition with 
the Court to contest 
the appointment as
provided under §6-21 
of the Probate Act (IL 
Rev. Stat. Ch. 110 ½, 
Par. 6-21).
7. Within 6 months af-
ter the effective date of 
the original Order Ad-
mitting the Will to
Probate, you may file a 
petition with the Court 
to require formal proof 
of a Will under §6-21,
or contest the admis-
sion or denial of the 
Will to Probate, or the 
appointment of the
Administrator under § 
9-3 and § 9-4.
8. The estate will be 
administered with-
out Court supervision 
unless an interested 
party
terminates indepen-
dent administration by 
filing a petition to ter-
minate under § 28-4 
of the
Probate Act (IL Rev. 
Stat. Ch. 110 ½, Par. 
28-4).
No. 0103
(Jan. 10, 17 and 24, 
2024)

HEADING
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE THIR-
TEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY, 
OTTAWA, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF 		
)
)
JOANNE C. SOND-
GEROTH,  Deceased.	
)
)
Case No.:  24 PR 1

CLAIMS NOTICE
Notice is given of the 

death of JOANNE C. 
SONDGEROTH,   of 
Mendota, Illinois.  
Letters of Office were 
issued on January 4, 
2024 to CHARLES 
D. SONDGEROTH, 
PATTY A. NOLES, 
AND CHRISTINE L. 
FINLEY, 961 n. 36TH 
Rd., Utica,  IL 61373, 
and whose attorney is 
David M. Kaleel, 806 
Jefferson Street, Men-
dota, Illinois 61342.
Claims against the es-
tate may be e-filed in 
the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Divi-
sion, LaSalle County 
Courthouse, 119 W. 
Madison St., Ottawa, 
IL  61350, or with the 
Independent represen-
tative, or both, within 6 
months from the date 
of the first publication 
of this Notice, or if 
mailing or delivery of a 
Claim Notice from the 
Independent Executor 
is required, the date 
stated in that Notice.  
Any claim not filed on 
or before the above 
stated dates is barred.  
E-filing is now manda-
tory for documents in 
civil cases with limited 
exemptions.  To e-file, 
you must first create 
an account with an 
e-filing service provid-
er.  Visit http://efile.
illinoiscourts.gov/ser-
viceproviders.htm to 
learn more and to se-
lect a service provider.  
If you need additional 
help or have trouble 
e-filing, visit http://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/FAZ/
gethelp.asp.  
Copies of a claim e-filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Independent Execu-
tor  and to the Attorney  
within ten (10) days  af-
ter it has been  e-filed 
with the Clerk of Court. 
Dated this 4th day of 
January, 2024.  
Greg Vaccaro
Circuit Clerk-LaSalle 
County Courthouse
119 W. Madison St.,
Ottawa, IL 61350
David M. Kaleel
Attorney for Executor 
806 Jefferson St
Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-5616
kaleel5@frontier.com 
No. 0104
(Jan. 10, 17 and 24, 
2024)

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS, 

CIRCUIT COURT, 
LASALLE COUNTY

Request of Molly C My-
ers
Case Number 2024 MR 
2
There will be a court 
date on my Request to 
change my name from 
Avery Mae Ruby to the 
new name of Avery Mae 
Myers
The court date will 
be held on March 28, 
2024 at 10:00 AM at 
via Remote (video or 
telephone option) By 
video conference at la-
sallecounty.com; Log-in 
information: follow virtu-
al meeting links. To find 
out more about remote 
court options: Phone 
815-434-8671 or web-
site: lasallecounty.com.
Signed by David M 
Kaleel, 806 Jefferson, 
Mendota, IL 61342; 
815-539-5616; attor-
ney number 6185606; 
kaleel5@frontier.com
No. 0105
(Jan. 17, 24 and 31, 
2024)

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2021 Chevy K-1500 Trail Boss 4x4 Z71, Loaded, 
Snrf, Lthr, 45K Miles, White, Crew Cab........$47,900

2021 Chevy K-1500 Custom 4x4 4cyl Turbo, 90K 
Miles ............................................................$29,500

2021 Chevy Equinox FWDLT, Sunroof, Navigation, 
78K Miles, Black...........................................$18,900
2020 Chevy K-3500 Crew, LTZ 4x4 Z71, 
Diesel, 79K Miles, Maroon...............$52,900

2020 Chevy 2500 Crew, LTZ Diesel 4x4, Z-71, 77K 
Miles, Silver...................................................$51,900
2020 Chevy Equinox AWD LT, Leather, 103K Miles, 
Black.............................................................$19,900

2019 Chevy Blazer Premier AWD, White, Loaded 
......................................................................$26,900
2018 Chevy K-1500 Crew LTZ 4x4 Z71, White Red 
Line Edition .................................................$32,900

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 LT, 115K Miles, 
Silver.............................................................$28,900
2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab, LT, 4x4, 98K Miles, 
Maroon.........................................................$27,900
2017 Chevy 1500 Double Cab, Custom, 4x4, 97K 
Miles, White ................................................$24,900
2017 Chev Equinox, AWD LT, 76K Miles,  
White............................................................$15,900

2023 Chevy 1500, Crew Cab, LTZ Z71, 4x4, 
Sunroof, Blue......................................$54,900

2023 Chevy K-1500 Crew Cab LT, Lthr, 4x4, Z71, 
Long Box 6 1/2 ft,  38K Miles, Red.............$49,900

2022 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LTZ, 4WD, 
Z71, 37K Miles, Blue.......................$45,900

2021 Chevy 3500 Crew Cab LTZ, 4X4, 
Diesel, Z71, 74K Miles, Black........ $59,900

2020 Chevy Equinox LT, AWD, 2.0 LTR., 
63K Miles, Silver..............................$21,900

2020 Chevy Equinox LT, FWD, 64K Miles, 
Silver...............................................$20,900

2019 Chevy Equinox FWD LT, 49K Miles, 
Silver..............................................$19.900

2019 Chevy Equinox FWD Premier, 65K Miles, Gray, GM-Certified one-owner, 
Leather Interior, Heated/Cooled Seats, Sunroof, Navigation & More!

2019 Chevy Equinox FWD Premier

$20,900
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

MENDOTA • EARLVILLE • LAMOILLE • TROY GROVE • SUBLETTE • COMPTON • WEST BROOKLYN • LELAND

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone can’t 
ask you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For 
more information, call 
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.” 

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn Care 
and Tree Work. Mowing, 
bushes, spring clean up, 
weeding and much more. 
Call Jeremy Furman 815-
761-9619. Please leave 
a message will return 
call ASAP. Fully insured, 
in business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any parent 
or guardian to verify the 
validity of the license of 
any facility before placing 
a child in its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

SPLIT Firewood For Sale. 
Contact 779-251-0254

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

INSURANCE AGENT
As an insurance producer working for First State 
Insurance, you can assist prospective and existing 
customers in your community with products and 
services they need.

Responsibilities
- Meet with customers to perform policy reviews
- Network and develop leads
- Meet with prospective customers

Qualifications for ideal candidate
- Strong agricultural background preferred
- Communication and interpersonal skills
- Will be required to be licensed, if not already

We offer outstanding compensation packages, 
including base salary plus commission, as well as 
a comprehensive benefits package.

Please send resume to fsi@mtco.com

715 Washington St., Mendota
815-539-5651

https://firststateinsurance.biz

10
02

20
23

 Equal Opportunity Employer/Veterans/Disabled

203 203 
HELP WANTED	HELP WANTED	

MENDOTA STORAGE UNITS
210 N 4099th Rd., Mendota, Il. 61342

10
02

20
23

ADAM   815-830-4422 
Janko Realty 

 

TRACY   815-791-4582 
Advantage Property Mgmt      

Reserve online at www.apm4rent.com

Available:

20X20 $195 10X10 $100
Call

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT: 
MENDOTA 

1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Appliances, A/C. 
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

Mendota
MULTIPLE 

Garages for Rent
815-539-3747

515 515 
GARAGES FOR RENTGARAGES FOR RENT

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

SENIOR LIVING

Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.

Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

INSURANCE COMPANY

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company! 
www.MendotaMutual.com

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 • www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home
loan needs, see

Anna Arteaga
NMLS #461075

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
Sr. Vice President, 
Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave., Mendota 
815.539.3834

firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING • ELECTRIC

IL Lic. #055-041123

TRIPLE SHIELD MEMBERSHIPTRIPLE SHIELD MEMBERSHIP
HVACHVAC

PLUMBINGPLUMBING ELECTRICELECTRIC

•PLUMBING•HEATING•COOLING •ELECTRIC• FIREPLACES
•INDOOR AIR QUALITY •WATER CONDITIONING 
•DUCT CLEANING & SEALING •DRAIN CLEARING

 •LUXURY BATH SOLUTIONS 

www.TripleServiceInc.com

815-539-3828
VETERAN AND US MILITARY DISCOUNT

Keeping your family safe and comfortable since 1950!

AUTO SALES

JP
Hector Diaz
Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Chevrolet

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center

TREE SERVICE

MUFFLERS & BRAKES

HEATING/COOLING • PLUMBING

FARM SERVICES/PLOWING

Call or E-mail Matt for Prices 
815-739-1994 or  

m.schoenholz81@gmail.com

Custom Hay Baling, 
Mowing, Raking

Hay, Straw,  
Snow Plowing

AUTO REPAIR

Dave Manion Auto Repair

Dave Manion
ASE Master Certified  

Technician

815-615-8600

4177 E 050th Road, Mendota, IL 61342

REMODELING & HOME REPAIR

John McKee 
Remodeling  
Remodeling  
& Home Repair

Call for Free Estimate
630-805-2938

Fully Insured

Since 1991
Basements • Ceramic Tile • 

Flooring • Kitchens  •  Bathrooms

CABINETS AND STAIRS

Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinetry • 
Millwork • Staircases &  

Custom Projects

1605 Division St., Mendota 
srwoodproducts.com

815-538-7799

INSULATION
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Call one 
of our 

Realtors 
for all your 
Real Estate 
questions!

NEW LISTING  - GREAT 
BUILDING with good parking 
& space! Easy access with 

overhead door. Duralast  roof 
with 30 yr. warranty. 

   Close to Rte. 251 and not far 

Call one 
of our 

Realtors 
for all your 
Real Estate 
questions!

REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE
FEATURED

NEW LISTING  - GREAT 
BUILDING with good parking 
& space! Easy access with 

overhead door. Duralast  roof 
with 30 yr. warranty. 

   Close to Rte. 251 and not far 

Call one 
of our 

Realtors 
for all your 
Real Estate 
questions!

Joe McConville
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1205 2nd St.
You’ll appreciate the character of this older home including - hardwood 
floors - woodwork - built in hutch are a few. 4 bedrooms - 3 baths - 
new bath 2023 including laundry on main floor - all kitchen appliances 
will stay - open living room in to dining great for family get togethers - 
bookcases original to home will stay - pool table in basement will stay. 
Great front porch for reading - morning coffee or just relaxing!

Updated electrical in Sept 2023. ALL 
THE WORK inside has been done. 
Recent 2021 rehab, clean fresh 
neutral colors, new flooring, new 
bathroom, new kitchen, new carpets, 
walk in pantry, back door leads to 
private fenced in backyard, attached 
garage, vinyl siding. DO NOT MISS 
THIS MOVE IN READY HOME.

909 Greenridge Ave., Earlville  $135,000
Loads of opportunity here! Currently used as a sewing 
center/consignment shop (consigners would stay) Very 
spacious with 2 half baths and a kitchen. Call McConville 
Realty for all the amenities.

REDUCED!
MLS#11879402
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and painted with insulated garage door with opener. Basement has interior 
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softener and circuit breakers. Mendota Schools. Call McConville Realty for all the 
amenities and your personal showing.  815 539-5673
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701 ILLINOIS AVE.
Built in 1916 this building was originally a 
movie theatre, a five and dime store, and 
lastly Jerry’s Flower Barn. “Everything Old 
is New Again!” Be the trailblazer and start 
your business on Illinois Avenue! Zoned 
Commercial.

401 12TH AVE.
Looking for a spacious home with a 
garage that will fit your oversized pick 
up! And a car, or another truck! This 
wonderful Victorian brings charm of 
yesteryear with the conveniences  
of today for beautiful living! 
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2100 Guiles Ave., Mendota
First time on the market!! One owner, 3 BDR and 
1.5 Bath home with 2 car attached garage and 
blacktopped driveway all situated on an extra deep lot 
in Mendota!! This lot is a rare find in Mendota! 

1205 2nd St.
Great space for comfortable living!! 
Main floor bedroom!! Main floor 
laundry!! 3 baths!! Extra deep front 
porch!!!

2005 Diane Dr.
LOCATION! LOCATION!! 
LOCATION!!!!! Here it IS!! 
Beautifully maintained 3 BEDR 
2BA RANCH

300 1st Ave., Mendota
Classic Ranch! 3 bedroom - 1 bath with full 
basement - main floor laundry - hardwood floors 
in living room and all bedrooms - attached 2 
garage - NEW ROOF 2023 - updated furnace 
and central air - storage shed for all those 
extras!

1011 Michigan Ave.
Nicely updated 3 BDR, 1.5 
BA home with lovely kitchen 
with granite counters, double 
sided wood burning fireplace, 
newer flooring, newer interior 
doors and all appliances stay!

1216 Jefferson St., Mendota
This won’t last long! You’ll appreciate 
the updates including furnace, tankless 
hot water heater, some windows, circuit 
breaker box and bath. Large garage/
workshop on alley extra bonus for 
storage, handyman, hobbies etc. Kitchen 
appliances and window air unit will stay. 
Cash or conventional only

PENDING

CONTINGENT

REDUCED
1106 Illinois Ave.  $88,000.00    

Nice 2-3 Bedroom 1 1/2 story home in quiet 
neighborhood. 1409 Sq. Ft. Alley access. Great location 
in Mendota

823 E. Hwy. 34, Earlville $395,000  
Beautiful brick country ranch sits on a 1 acre lot. Fully updated 
in and out.New landscaping with new concrete drive, steps, 
sidewalks and patio. Open floor plan with a new kitchen with 
Merillat Cabinets, large island with storage. High end appliances. 
Large farmhouse sink and under cabinet lighting. Kitchen opens 
to living room with white brick wood burning fireplace. 2 full baths 
with new tile floors, vanities, toilets and lightning. Attached 2 car 
garage is drywalled and painted with insulated garage door with 
opener. Basement has interior and exterior entries. New furnace, 
hot water heater, well pressure tank, water softener and circuit 
breakers. Mendota Schools.

12 acres, Compton, IL, Partially wooded, 
great for deer and turkey hunting  

or a building lot.
$49,000. Call McConville for all the details. 
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& space! Easy access with 
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floors - woodwork - built in hutch are a few. 4 bedrooms - 3 baths - 
new bath 2023 including laundry on main floor - all kitchen appliances 
will stay - open living room in to dining great for family get togethers - 
bookcases original to home will stay - pool table in basement will stay. 
Great front porch for reading - morning coffee or just relaxing!

Updated electrical in Sept 2023. ALL 
THE WORK inside has been done. 
Recent 2021 rehab, clean fresh 
neutral colors, new flooring, new 
bathroom, new kitchen, new carpets, 
walk in pantry, back door leads to 
private fenced in backyard, attached 
garage, vinyl siding. DO NOT MISS 
THIS MOVE IN READY HOME.

909 Greenridge Ave., Earlville  $135,000
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spacious with 2 half baths and a kitchen. Call McConville 
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floor plan with a new kitchen with Merillat Cabinets, large island with storage. 
High end appliances. Large farmhouse sink and under cabinet lighting. Kitchen 
opens to living room with white brick wood burning fireplace. 2 full baths with 
new tile floors, vanities, toilets and lightning. Attached 2 car garage is drywalled 
and painted with insulated garage door with opener. Basement has interior 
and exterior entries. New furnace, hot water heater, well pressure tank, water 
softener and circuit breakers. Mendota Schools. Call McConville Realty for all the 
amenities and your personal showing.  815 539-5673
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shed and an oversized barn. Natural Gas to the property, home is not on propane. Apple trees on the 
property. The home is 2 bedroom (main floor bedroom has 3 closets, 1 is cedar lined), one bathroom with 
a few extra rooms to use as you please. Eat in the kitchen, main floor laundry, upper level bonus room 
with a bedroom. Maintenance free siding, and a wooden back deck to enjoy the quiet. Large shed with a 
concrete floor for all the toys, tools or storage. Oversized barn with two-1 car overhead doors, concrete 
floor, heated and insulated, also has a large loft on the second floor. Property has a corn crib as well.  
Come see it today. PLEASE NOTE***EARLVILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT

CALLING ALL INVESTORS!  
COME TAKE A LOOK at these 
two buildings being sold together, 
great for investors. The total square 
footage for both buildings is 4540. 
Shared staircase with building to 
the west. Apartment is 2 bedroom,1 
bathroom and is tenant occupied 
must have 24hr notice. Newer 
furnace, A/C 5yrs old, rubber roof. 
The tax ID # for 708 Jefferson St. is 
0133128013.

Joe McConville
 Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL
815-539-5673

E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 
mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker 815-910-5673 

Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 815-228-2842
Peri McConville, Broker 815-910-5337

Rebecca McPheeters, 
Designated Managing Broker.

607 Sixth St.
Mendota

(815) 539-6635
www.tcrealtysales.net

Evening  Phone Numbers
Becky McPheeters, Designated 

Managing Broker 708-220-3338

Jami Bauer 815-993-7751

Lori Munson 815-228-4852

“Come Settle With Us”

1316 Lakewood Plaza • Rte. 251 N. • Mendota

Gloria Cogdal,   
Designated Managing Broker

Sally Corrigan, Broker   
815-830-8101

Helping people find homes since 1983. 

815-539-3811

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza • Rte. 251 N. • Mendota

815-539-3811

2100 Guiles Ave., Mendota
First time on the market!! One owner, 3 BDR and 
1.5 Bath home with 2 car attached garage and 
blacktopped driveway all situated on an extra deep lot 
in Mendota!! This lot is a rare find in Mendota! 

There may be freezing temperatures and Winter There may be freezing temperatures and Winter 
Wonderland-like conditions, but we’re available to Wonderland-like conditions, but we’re available to 
answer any questions you may have when it comes answer any questions you may have when it comes 

to finding your next home! Call us today! to finding your next home! Call us today! 
We can even help you find the market value of your We can even help you find the market value of your 

existing home if you are ready to sell!existing home if you are ready to sell!

 JOE MCCONVILLE  815-910-5673

 SHARON KIMREY  815-343-3600

 MARTY MCCONVILLE 815-200-2233

MELODY NANZER                     815-228-2842

PERI MCCONVILLE                   815-910-5337

300 1st Ave., Mendota
Classic Ranch! 3 bedroom - 1 bath with full basement 
- main floor laundry - hardwood floors in living room 
and all bedrooms - attached 2 garage - NEW ROOF 
2023 - updated furnace and central air - storage shed 
for all those extras!

1011 5th Ave.
Curb appeal! Corner lot!!  Front porch!! Beautiful 
original features still intact!!  3 Bedrooms!! BRAND 
NEW FURNACE!

604 5th St., Mendota
3 BDR, 2 BA home with 2 car garage! Hardwood 
floors, all appliances to stay. Cash or conventional 
only. Seller will not make repairs or give credits. 
Selling AS IS

701 Illinois Ave.
Built in 1916 this building was originally a movie 
theatre, a five and dime store, and lastly Jerry’s Flower 
Barn. “Everything Old is New Again!” Be the trailblazer 
and start your business on Illinois Avenue! Zoned 
Commercial.

PENDING

There’s Snow Place Like HomeThere’s Snow Place Like Home

 CALL US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE COMPARATIVE 
MARKET ANALYSIS
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