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Local residents participated in RAGBRAI, The Register’s Annual Great Bicycle Ride 
Across Iowa, an annual seven-day bicycle ride across the state of Iowa this past week. Heading 
into its 47th year, RAGBRAI is the oldest, largest and longest recreational bicycle touring 
event in the world.  The RAGBRAI route averages 468 miles and is not necessarily flat. It 
begins somewhere along Iowa’s western border on the Missouri River and ends along the 
eastern border on the Mississippi River. The tradition is to dip your back tire in the Missouri 
River at the beginning of the ride, and to dip your front tire in the Mississippi River. Pictured 
is local riders Vicki Dambman, of Dixon, Jeff and Lisa Friday, of Rochelle, and Beth Becker 
of Amboy, a retired AHS teacher. Tony Becker was the group’s support crew and chief. The 
route changes each year and the overnight towns are announced in late January at the 
RAGBRAI Route Announcement Party, in The Des Moines Register newspaper.

Photo submitted

LOCAL RESIDENTS COMPLETE RAGBRAI

Pritzker vetoes bill prohibiting waivers from Affordable Care Act
 
BY PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois
phancock@capitolnews-

illinois.com
 SPRINGFIELD – Gov. 

J.B. Pritzker issued his first 
veto on Friday, striking down 
a bill that would have prohib-
ited the state from applying 
for federal waivers from the 
Affordable Care Act in or-
der to reduce protections or 
coverage offered through the 
state employee group health 
insurance program. 

The bill, Senate Bill 2026, 
sponsored by Sen. Sue Rezin, 
R-Morris, was intended to 
make sure state employees 
could not be denied coverage 
or charged higher premiums 

due to pre-existing conditions 
or lose access to any health 
care services that are mandat-
ed under the ACA, unless the 
General Assembly authorized 
applying for such a waiver. 

The prohibition also 
would have applied to cover-
age the state provides through 
its Medicaid program and 
Children’s Health Insurance 
Program.

In his veto message, Pritz-
ker insisted he has no inten-
tion of applying for any such 
waiver, but he said the bill 
would have taken away too 
much flexibility the state has 
in administering its insurance 
programs. 

“One of my administra-

tion’s priorities is to create 
healthier communities by 
improving the health of all 
Illinoisans,” Pritzker said. 
“With that goal in mind, I 
do not anticipate any cir-
cumstances under which my 
administration would pursue 
waivers to limit Illinoisans’ 
access to federal programs 
or benefits. Nonetheless, it’s 
critical to retain our flexibility 
to innovate and be responsive 
to the evolving health care 
needs of the people of the 
State.” 

Lawmakers will have an 
opportunity to override the 
veto when they return to the 
Statehouse Oct. 28 for the 
start of the veto session. The 

Illinois Constitution requires 
a three-fifths majority vote in 
both chambers to override 
a veto. 

Pritzker also signed 46 
other bills into law Friday, 
including one that sets out 
rules for operating what 
are called “mobile carrying 
devices,” also known as 
“personal robots.” 

Those are rolling devices 
such as the Gita that have 
a cargo drum and are pro-
grammed to follow its owner.

House Bill 245 provides 
that such devices may be 
operated on public sidewalks 
and crosswalks as long as they 
do not interfere with pedes-
trian traffic. It also says the 

devices cannot weigh more 
than 90 pounds, excluding 
cargo, and may not travel 
more than 12.5 miles per hour.

The devices also would be 
required to stay within 10 feet 
of their operator. The devices 
also may not be used to carry 
a person, such as a child, 
and the operators would be 
required to obey all other laws 
and restrictions that apply to 
pedestrians.

The bill also allows local 
governments to enact their 
own ordinances governing 
the use of those devices. 

Other bills Pritzker signed 
into law Friday include:

· House Bill 2123, requir-
ing food products containing 

sesame to be labeled as such.
· House Bill 2189, pro-

hibiting commercial genetic 
testing companies from 
sharing any genetic test 
information, or other person-
ally identifiable information 
about a consumer, with any 
health or life insurance com-
pany without the consumer’s 
written consent.

· House Bill 2135, remov-
ing the statute of limitations 
for criminal sexual assault, 
aggravated criminal sexual 
assault or aggravated crim-
inal sexual abuse.

· Senate Bill 556, requir-
ing that single-occupancy 
bathrooms in public build-
ings be labeled as all-gender.

· And Senate Bill 109, al-
lowing electronic monitoring 
in rooms, hallways and wings 
of long-term care residential 
facilities where only demen-
tia patients reside. 

2019 LEE COUNTY FAIR

The 2019 Lee County 4-H Fair & Junior Show was held on July 25-28 
at the Lee Co. 4-H Center & Fairgrounds on Route 30 just north of Amboy. 
The four-day event featured events for everyone including a full grandstand 
line-up of tractor/truck pulls, Broken Horn Rodeo, and Bluegrass Rides 
Carnival. In addition to daily judging and livestock shows, free activities 

on the grounds included Kids’ Korners, Bingo, a magic show, corn boil, big 
wheel races and a corn husking contest ensuring kids of all ages had a great 
time during the fair.

Monetta Young/Amboy News

Merriman brings home gold medal

Dana Merriman, pictured center, competed in the AAU Junior Olympics for Tumbling. 
She won a gold medal in one event, and placed fifth and sixth in two other events.

Photo submitted 

AMBOY — Dana Merriman, of Amboy, 
competed in three events at the Amateur Ath-
letic Union Junior Olympics for Tumbling in 
Greensboro, N.C., July 23-28. 

Dana is the daughter of David and Brenda 
Merriman, of Amboy, and granddaughter of 
Mike Koppien, of Amboy.

Dana placed first in the Tumbling Sub 
Novice Girls 13-14 years old. She scored a 
combined total of 38.60. On the first pass, 
she scored 19.40 and on the second pass she 
scored 19.20.

In the Double Mini Intermediate Girls 
13-14 years old, Dana placed fifth place with 
a combined score of 38.80. In the first pass, 

she scored 18.90 and on the second pass, she 
scored 19.90.

In the Single Mini Intermediate Girls 
13-14 years old, Dana placed sixth with a 
combined score of 39.90. On her first pass, 
she scored 19.80 and on her second pass, she 
scored 20.10.

This is the fourth time Dana has competed 
in the national Junior Olympics. She has won 
three gold medals in tumbling.

Dana trains with Gymnastics Divine in 
Dixon. She started tumbling when she was 
four years old. In 2014, she started competing 
for the first time and qualified for the Junior 
Olympics.
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815-246-8411 
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815-849-5242 

Woodhaven 

815-849-5918 

Mark Govednik 

VP, Ag Lending Specialist 

815-246-8411 ext. 118 

mgovednik@pioneerstatebank.com 

Are you paying too much on your current 

Farmland Loan? 

 

Give us a call to see how we can help lower 

your current rate! 

www.pioneerstatebank.com 

*All loans subject to credit approval.  Fees may apply 

Specializing in On Farm Repair
Call 815-849-5223 or Cellular 815-994-7543

Our Family Protecting Your Family For 50 Years

07312019

To the end of the row, to the end of the field, to 
the end of the year - your goal is getting there. 
Along the way, you have a lot to protect, and a lot 
to lose. Get farm insurance you can truly depend 
on to look out for your best interests each and 
every day. Call us today!

GETTING THERE. 

Riley Klein

Are we 
there 
yet?

Yield-boosting stay-green gene identified from 118-year-old experiment in corn
URBANA – A corn gene 

identified from a 118-year-old 
experiment at the University 
of Illinois could boost yields 
of today’s elite hybrids with 
no added inputs. The gene, 
identified in a recent Plant 
Biotechnology Journal study, 
controls a critical piece of 
senescence, or seasonal die-
back, in corn. When the gene 
is turned off, field-grown elite 
hybrids yielded 4.6 bushels 
more per acre on average than 
standard plants.

Dating back to 1896, the 
Illinois experiment was de-
signed to test whether corn 
grain composition could 
be changed through artifi-
cial selection, a relatively 
new concept introduced by 
Charles Darwin just 37 years 
earlier. Repeated selection of 
high- and low-protein corn 
lines had the intended effect 
within about 10 generations. 
As selection for the traits con-
tinued, however, additional 
changes were noticeable.

“One of the things that was 
noted as early as the 1930s 
was that the low-protein line 
stays greener longer than 
the high-protein line. It’s 
really obvious,” says Stephen 
Moose, professor in the De-
partment of Crop Sciences 
at Illinois and co-author of 
the study.

Staying green longer into 
the season can mean more 
yield. The plant continues 
photosynthesizing and put-
ting energy toward develop-
ing grain. But, until now, no 
one knew the specific gene 
responsible for the stay-green 
trait in corn. 

“The stay-green trait is like 
a ‘fountain of youth’ for plants 
because it prolongs photosyn-
thesis and improves yield,” 
says Anne Sylvester, a pro-
gram director at the National 
Science Foundation, which 
funded this research. “This is 
a great basic discovery with 
practical impact.”

The discovery of the gene 

was made possible through a 
decade-long public-private 
partnership between Illinois 
and Corteva Agriscience. 
Moose and Illinois collabo-
rators initially gave Corteva 
scientists access to a popula-
tion derived from the long-
term corn protein experiment 
with differences in the stay-
green trait. Corteva scientists 
mapped the stay-green trait 
to a particular gene, NAC7, 
and developed corn plants 
with low expression for the 
trait. Like the low-protein 
parent, these plants stayed 
green longer. They tested 
these plants in greenhouses 
and fields across the country 
over two field seasons.

Not only did corn grow 
just fine without NAC7, 
yield increased by almost 5 
bushels per acre compared 
to conventional hybrids. 
Notably, the field results 
came without added nitrogen 
fertilizer beyond what farmers 
typically use.

“Collaborating with the 
University of Illinois gives 
us the opportunity to apply 
leading-edge technology to 
one of the longest running 
studies in plant genetics,” says 
Jun Zhang, research scientist 
at Corteva Agriscience and 
co-author of the study. “The 
insights we derive from this 
relationship can result in more 
bushels without an increase 
in input costs, potentially 
increasing both profitability 
and productivity for farmers.”

Moose’s team then se-
quenced the NAC7 gene in 
the high- and low-protein 
corn lines and were able to 
figure out just how the gene 
facilitates senescence and 
why it stopped working in 
the low-protein corn.

“We could see exactly 
what the mutation was. It 
seems to have happened 
sometime in the last 100 years 
of this experiment, and for-
tunately has been preserved 
so that we can benefit from 

it now,” Moose says.
He can’t say for sure 

when the mutation occurred, 
because in the 1920s, crop 
sciences faculty threw out 
the original seed from 1896.

“They had no way of 
knowing then that we could 
one day identify genes con-
trolling these unique traits. 
But we have looked in other 
corn and we don’t find this 
mutation,” Moose says.

Future potential for this 
innovation could include 
commercialized seed with 
no or reduced expression of 
NAC7, giving farmers the 

option for more yield without 
additional fertilizer inputs.

Moose emphasizes the 
advancement couldn’t have 
happened without both part-
ners coming to the table.

“There’s value to the seed 
industry and society in doing 
these long-term experiments. 
People ask me why university 
scientists bother doing corn 
research when companies 
are doing it,” he says. “Well, 
yeah they are, and they can do 
things on a larger and faster 
scale, but they don’t often 
invest in studies where the 
payoffs may take decades.”

Illinois study advances possibility of genetic control for major agricultural weeds

URBANA – Waterhemp 
and Palmer amaranth, two ag-
gressive weeds that threaten the 
food supply in North America, 
are increasingly hard to kill 
with commercially available 
herbicides. A novel approach 
known as genetic control could 
one day reduce the need for 
these chemicals. Now, scien-
tists are one step closer.

In a study published today 
in Weed Science, researchers 
from the University of Illinois 
identified genetic signatures 

that distinguish male water-
hemp and Palmer amaranth 
plants from females. The 
discovery is a crucial part of 
developing a genetic control 
system for the damaging 
weeds.

The researchers’ goal is to 
one day introduce genetically 
modified male plants into a 
population to mate with wild 
females. Modified male plants 
would contain a gene drive, a 
segment of DNA coding for 
maleness, which would be 

passed on to all its offspring, 
and their offspring, and so 
on. Ultimately, all plants in 
a given population would 
become male, reproduction 
would cease, and populations 
would crash.

It’s a controversial strate-
gy, but Pat Tranel, the U of I 
scientist leading the project, 
says they’re still in the very 
early stages.

“It’s important to empha-
size that we are not at the point 
of releasing genetically mod-

ified waterhemp and Palmer. 
We are doing basic research 
that could inform how we could 
do that,” says Tranel, profes-
sor and associate head of the 
Department of Crop Sciences 
in the College of Agricultural, 
Consumer and Environmental 
Sciences at U of I.

He adds that the team hasn’t 
found the specific gene or 
genes for maleness in either 
species. Instead, they identi-
fied small genetic sequences 
associated with a male region, 
presumably on a particular 
chromosome. They think the 
specific gene(s) for maleness 
lies somewhere within that 
region.

In the study, the researchers 
grew 200 plants of each species 
and each sex, then extracted 
DNA and determined whether 
any sequences were unique to 
a given sex.

“We found sequences pres-
ent in waterhemp and Palmer 
males that were not found in 
females, but no female-spe-
cific sequences. Then we 
took known males from other 
populations and looked for the 

sequences – they were there,” 
Tranel says. “Our sequences 
not only worked, they con-
firmed males are the heterog-
ametic sex in these plants.”

In humans, males have an 
X and a Y chromosome, and 
male gametes, sperm, con-
tribute either an X or a Y to 
the next generation. Females 
have two X chromosomes, and 
every egg carries an X. Males 
are heterogametic; females, 
homogametic. Similarly, male 
waterhemp and Palmer am-
aranth plants produce pollen 
with either the male-specific 
Y region or not.

“The fact that males are the 
heterogametic sex suggests 
that maleness is dominant. 
That’s good in that it’s easier 
to control the trait (maleness) 
if the gene for that trait is 
dominant,” Tranel explains. 
“When we get to the point of 
identifying the specific genes 
for maleness, they would be 
an obvious target for a gene 
drive where you could spread 
that maleness gene in the 
population.”

In the meantime, however, 

having a set of genetic sequenc-
es that can accurately identify 
males before flowering could 
help the researchers better 
understand the biology of the 
plants and their response to 
the environment. For example, 
Tranel says the discovery could 
help determine if the weeds 
are able to switch sexes under 
certain conditions or if one sex 
is more sensitive to herbicides. 
Both concepts have been pro-
posed by previous research or 
anecdotal reports.

In addition to pursuing 
these basic questions, Tranel’s 
team is now working to find 
the needle in the haystack: 
the maleness gene within the 
male region. When they find 
it, it will take time before 
genetic control of waterhemp 
and Palmer amaranth could 
become a reality. And even 
then, Tranel says it will still be 
important to use all the tools in 
the weed management toolbox. 

“I’d never see this as replac-
ing all our other strategies,” 
he says. “But it’s super cool 
to imagine this as part of the 
solution.”

Palmer amaranth

For soybean growers, 2019 typifies a year of short plants
BLOOMINGTON – The 

ILSoyAdvisor recently re-
ceived a question from central 
Pennsylvania:

“My question is that my 
growers are seeing flowers 
on plants that are almost 
1.5-foot-tall, which is much 
smaller compared to what we 
saw last year (or in normal 
years). I am wondering what 
happens to plant growth after 
the plants begin to flower. In 
other words, do plants keep 
growing and keep producing 
more nodes after they start 
flowering? My understanding 
was that once the plants start 
flowering, they don’t grow 
much in height and or nodes. 
Is that true?”

Soybean agronomist Dan-
iel Davidson answers. 

“This is a very good 
question and 2019 typifies a 
year of short plants associated 
with late planting followed 
by quicker initiation of flow-
ering.

Soybeans grown in Illi-
nois are indeterminate and 

continue vegetative growth 
after flowering starts. Soy-
beans begin flowering after 
accumulating a couple nodes. 
However, it really commences 
at Summer Solstice as night 
length increases. Soybeans 
will continue to flower all 
through July and into early 
August at the top of the plant. 

This season soybeans 
were planted mainly in June 
and commenced flowering. 
Embryonic node structures 
are formed early in develop-
ment, but laid down later as 
the plant grows. There was so 
little time between planting/
emergence and flowering that 
fewer nodes and internodes 
formed, resulting in shorter 
plants. Hopefully, branching 
and lower pod set will com-
pensate for loss of nodes and 
height.

Height does not always 
correlate with yield. I cite the 
2012 drought year. Soybeans 
stayed short and growth was 
relatively dormant all sum-
mer, but the crop survived. 

At the same time corn was 
extremely stressed and, in 
some cases, literally died or 
yields were extremely low. 
However, when the rains re-
turned in mid-August soybean 
plants renewed growth, pods 
begin to fill and yields were 
often just below average. This 
taught us that soybeans can 
survive a drought and that 
short plants don’t necessarily 
equate to reduced yield.

When planting soybeans is 
delayed, vegetative growth is 
reduced since flowering starts 
as soon as the plants have one 
or two nodes. However, the 

plant is indeterminate and will 
continue vegetative growth 
producing more nodes and 
internodes, but due to the late-
ness of planting and so little 
time before flowering, fewer 
nodal points are laid down on 
the main stem. Late-planted 
soybeans will be shorter with 
few nodes, but with more pods 
occurring lower in the canopy 
as more sunlight penetrates 
deeper through the canopy.

The one plus that comes 
with late planting and shorter 
plants is that a shorter crop 
won’t lodge, which would 
lead to some harvest losses.”
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11th Annual Amboy Education Foundation 

DEPOT DAYS DASH
REGISTER 

TODAY!
For more 

information 
or to register 

go to
www.amboy.net

Online .................................................... $22*
*Plus Processing Fee

Mail-In ......................................................$25
Race Day .................................................$30

Pre-Race packet pickup:
Friday, August 23rd from 4-6:30 pm at the AHS Cafeteria. 
All proceeds to benefit the students of Amboy, CUSD 272.

Saturday, August 24

Offering Family and  
Corporate Challenge this year!

07
24

20
19

Monday, August 5, 2019 at 9:30 A.M. CDT | 1030 S. 7th St., Rochelle, Il 61068

TRACTORS: ’14 Case-IH 580 Steiger 4WD tractor, PS trans., 6 hyd. outlets, 1000 PTO, 710/42 tires w/duals, full autosteer system, 2,075
hours, SN ZEF301036; ’14 Case-IH 550 QuadTrac tractor, PS trans., 6 hyd. outlets, 1000 PTO, 36″ tracks, full autosteer system, 2,240 hours, SN
ZEF139707; ’14 Case-IH 540 QuadTrac tractor, PS trans., 6 hyd. outlets, 1000 PTO, 30″ tracks, full autosteer system, 1,755 hours, SN ZEF300942
– 12 month PPP; '13 Case-IH 350 RowTrac tractor, PS trans., 1000 PTO, 3-pt. hitch, 120" spacing, 18" tracks (new), full autosteer system, 1,480
hours, ZDF139313; ’14 Case-IH 370 CVT Magnum MFWD tractor, CVT trans., 540/1000 PTO, front axle suspension, front & rear duals, full autosteer
system, 2,065 hours, SN ZDRD09219 – engine warranty; ’14 Case-IH 340 CVT Magnum MFWD tractor, CVT trans., 540/1000 PTO, front axle
suspension, front & rear duals, full autosteer system, 1,800 hours, SN ZERD02823 – 12 months PPP; ’15 Case-IH 340 Magnum MFWD tractor,
PS trans., 540/1000 PTO, front axle suspension, front & rear duals, full autosteer system, 1,765 hours, SN ZFRF03319 – 12 month PPP; ’14 Case-
IH 315 CVT Magnum MFWD tractor, CVT trans., 540/1000 PTO, front axle suspension, front & rear duals, full autosteer system, 2,085 hours, SN
ZERD02990; ’12 Case-IH 315 Magnum MFWD tractor, PS trans., 540/1000 PTO, front & rear duals, guidance ready, 1,835 hours, SN ZCRF04890;
’17 Case-IH 310 Magnum MFWD tractor, PS trans. (30 mph), 1000 PTO, front axle suspension, front & rear duals, full autosteer system, 720 hours,
SN ZHRF01266 – 12 months PPP; ’11 Case-IH 290 Magnum MFWD tractor, PS trans., 540/1000 PTO, front axle suspension, rear duals, full au-
tosteer system, 1,750 hours, ZBRD03602; ’18 Case-IH 250 Magnum MFWD tractor, PS trans., 540/1000 PTO, 46″ rear duals, 375 hours, SN
JJAM0250EJRF01328 – 12 months PPP; ’13 Case-IH 190 Magnum MFWD tractor, PS trans., 540/1000 PTO, 46″ rear duals, guidance ready, 840
hours, SN ZCRH08318 – 12 months PPP; ’15 Case-IH 125 Maxxum MFWD tractor, PS trans., 540/1000 PTO, 42″ rear tires, 785 hours, SN
ZFEE03243; ’16 Kubota M7-171 MFWD tractor, PS trans., 540/1000 PTO, 42″ rear duals, 100 hours, SN 1264; ’12 Massey Ferguson 8650
MFWD tractor, DynaDrive trans., 1000 PTO, guidance ready, 2,215 hours, SN HCNGL1045; ’99 Case-IH MX200 2wd tractor, PS trans., 540/1000
PTO, 46″ rear duals, 3,770 hours, SN JJA0101605; ’90 Case-IH 7130 2wd tractor, PS trans., 1000 PTO, 42″ rear duals, 6,685 hours, SN
JJA0023113; ’76 Case 1210 2wd tractor, 540 PTO, 3,135 hours, SN 11150201; ’05 Case-IH JX75 2wd tractor, 12 spd. trans., 540 PTO, 520 hours,
SN HFJ033441.  
COMBINES: ’17 Case-IH 9240 combine, Field Tracker feederhouse, rock trap, power fold bin extension, chopper, Pro700 display, folding unload
auger, 620-42 drive tires w/duals, 710 eng./560 sep. hours, SN YHG234245 – 12 months PPP; ’17 Case-IH 8240 combine, Field Tracker feeder-
house, rock trap, power fold bin extension, chopper, Pro700 display, folding unload auger, 620-42 drive tires w/duals, 710 eng./530 sep. hours, SN
YGG233189 – 12 months PPP; ’12 Case-IH 7230 combine, Field Tracker feederhouse, rock trap, power fold bin extension, Pro700 display, 620-42
drive tires w/duals, 1,795 eng./1,275 sep. hours, SN YCG217948; ’14 Case-IH 7230 combine, Field Tracker feederhouse, rock trap, power fold bin
extension, chopper, Pro700 display, 36″ tracks,  2,030 eng./1,720 sep. hours, SN YEG224504; ’10 Case-IH 6088 combine, Field Tracker feeder-
house, rock trap, power fold bin extension, chopper, 30.5-32 drive tires, 1,425 eng./1,160 sep. hours, SN YAG004965; ’13 Case-IH 5130 combine,
Field Tracker feederhouse, rock trap, power fold bin extension, chopper, Pro700 display, 800-32 drive tires, 1,505 eng./1,065 sep. hours, SN
YDG010448 – 12 months PPP; ’14 Case-IH 5130 combine, Field Tracker feederhouse, rock trap, power fold bin extension, chopper, Pro700 display,
18.4-42 drive tires w/duals, 725 eng./485 sep. hours, SN YDG011013 – 12 months PPP; ’11 Case-IH 5088 combine, Field Tracker feederhouse,
rock trap, chopper, Pro600 display, 800-32 drive tires, 1,585 eng./1,140 sep. hours, SN YBG005658; ’11 Case-IH 8120 combine, Field Tracker
feederhouse, rock trap, power fold bin extension, chopper, 20.8-42 drive tires w/duals, 3,295 eng./2,215 sep. hours, SN YAG210525; ’09 Case-IH
8120 combine, Field Tracker feederhouse, rock trap, chopper, Pro600 display, 620-42 drive tires w/duals, 3,475 eng./2,680 sep. hours, SN
Y9G206237; ’08 Case-IH 8010 combine, 4WD, Field Tracker feederhouse, rock trap, power fold bin extension, chopper, Pro600 display, 20.8-42
drive tires w/duals, 2,760 eng./2,085 sep. hours, SN HAJ203646; ’05 Case-IH 2388 combine, Field Tracker feederhouse, rock trap, bin extension,
chopper, 30.5-32 drive tires, 5,130 eng./3,305 sep. hours, SN HAJ293831; ’01 Case-IH 2366 combine, Field Tracker feederhouse, rock trap, chopper,
bin extension, 30.5-32 drive tires, 3,785 eng./2,960 sep. hours, SN JJC0254012; ’89 Case-IH 1660 combine, Cummins eng., rock trap, specialty
rotor, inclined delivery auger, cross flow fan, spreader, 30.5-32 drive tires, 4,285 hours, SN JJC0102933; ’86 Case-IH 1640 combine, Navistar eng.,
rock trap, 4,450 hours, SN JJC001418.  

HEADS: ’14 Case-IH 4408 8 row corn head; ’12 Case-IH 3408 8
row corn head; Case-IH 2412 12 row corn head; ’11 Case-IH 3208
8 row corn head; ’07 Case-IH 2208 8 row corn head; ’87 Case-IH
1083 8 row corn head; (4) Case-IH 1063 6 row corn heads; ’17
Drago 830GT 8 row corn head; ’13 Drago 830 8 row corn head; ’11
Geringhoff RD630 6 row corn head; ’11 Geringhoff RD1230 12 row
corn head; '12 Case-IH 3020 35' flex platform; ’99 Case-IH 1020
25’ flex platform; ’06 Case-IH 1020 30’ flex platform; Case-IH 1020
15’ flex platform; Several header trailers.  
TILLAGE EQUIPMENT: ’13 JD 2720 22′ disc ripper; ’14 JD 2720 12′
disc ripper; ’13 Landoll 2410 9-shank disc ripper; ’14 JD 2310 45′
soil finisher; Case-IH TigerMate II 40’ field cultivator; Case-IH 4200
soil finisher; Case-IH 110 42’ crumbler; Case-IH 730C disc ripper;
Case-IH 530C disc ripper; (2) M&W 1875 disc rippers.  
PLANTER, DRILL & SPRAYER: ’05 Case-IH 1200 16 row planter; IH
5200 drill; ’02 Red Ball 680 pull-type sprayer.  B-B wagon w/1800
gal. poly tank.  
GRAIN CARTS & GRAVITY WAGONS: ’10 Kinze 1050 grain cart; ’02
Brent 1084 grain cart; J&M 525 grain cart; ’10 Unverferth 9250
grain cart; Brent 644 gravity wagon; Unverferth 630 gravity wagon.  
HAY EQUIPMENT: ’08 Gehl 2412 disc mower; H&S BF14HC hay
rake; New Holland 166 hay inverter; Woods BW180XQ batwing
mower; Woods BW1800 batwing mower; Woods BW1260 batwing
mower.  
MINI-EXCAVATOR & SKIDSTEERS: ’13 Kubota KX91R32S mini-ex-
cavator; ’14 Kubota SVL90 track skidsteer; ’13 Bobcat S530 skid-
steer; ’11 Case SR220 skidsteer; ’07 Case 450 skidsteer; ’13 Gehl
R220 skidsteer; ’09 Gehl 4640E skidsteer.  
LAWN MOWERS: ’16 ExMark LZX980EKC; ’15 ExMark QSS708GE1;
’11 Grasshopper 725DT6; Gravely 992233; ’18 Cub Cadet ProZ
160S; Kubota ZD331LP72; Kubota Z725KH-60; Kubota V5290;
Kubota K9184; (2) Simplicity Prestige; Simplicity Courier; Cub
Cadet 2185; Grasshopper 718; Grasshopper 352; JD 318; Woods
6250.  
TRUCKS & TRAILERS: ’06 NaviStar 9200 daycab truck; ’07 Landoll
48′ detach trailer, alum. outriggers; ’09 Chevrolet pickup; ’97 GMC
service truck w/crane; ’00 Ford F250 service truck; ’98 GMC cargo
van; ’06 Doolittle 84″x18′ flatbed trailer; ’00 Jamar flatbed trailer;
Donahue flatbed trailer.

Johnson Tractor – Owner Leo Johnson (608) 751-0829
Eric Johnson (608) 751-1956

AUCTIONEERS’ NOTE: Don’t miss this opportunity to purchase late
model farm equipment at no-reserve public auction! Johnson Tractor
is a family owned Case-IH dealership with two Wisconsin and two Illi-
nois locations. This will be a live onsite auction. Additionally, live in-
ternet bidding will be available prior to, and live during the auction –
please visit our website for details. CNH & AgDirect Financing will be
available on many items – please contact Eric or Leo for more infor-
mation. All items need to be removed by Aug. 17th. Photo ID required
for registration. Lunch will be available. Not responsible for accidents,
errors, or omissions. List subject to change—please visit our website
for up-to-date listing. Announcements sale day take precedence.

www.SullivanAuctioneers.com

NO-RESERVE DEALER 
INVENTORY REDUCTION AUCTION

Sullivan Auctioneers, LLC  • (844) 847-2161  • Lic. #444000107
www.SullivanAuctioneers.com  • Auction Manager: Luke Sullivan (309) 371-5214

Join the Amboy Fire 
Department in the 

following activities:
Saturday, Aug 17

1 p.m. - 5 p.m. 
The Amboy Fire Department’s Blood Drive 

at the station. Please call Anna at  
815-213-5784  to set up an appt.

Saturday, Aug. 24 
7 a.m. - 11 a.m.

The Amboy Fire Department will host 
its annual Depot Days Pancake, French 
Toast & Sausage breakfast at the station

07
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GRAND DETOUR – 
Dozens of vintage John Deere 
two-cylinder tractors will be 
on display for public viewing 
during the 2019 Green Iron 
Days at the John Deere His-
toric Site, Aug. 2-4.

During the three-day gath-
ering, guests to the Historic 
Site in Grand Detour, will en-
joy seeing rare and restored 
John Deere machines, as 
well as some related brands, 
and will have an opportunity 
to talk with owners about the 
unique collection and resto-
ration stories behind them. 

On Saturday at 7 p.m., 
the collectors registered 
for the event will have the 
opportunity to parade their 
tractors through the streets 
of Grand Detour.

“We host this event ev-
ery two years and we are 
excited to welcome back 
regional collectors as they 
always make for a fun and 
entertaining weekend,” said 
Kristen Veto, manager of the 
John Deere Historic Site. 
“Their passion, hard work 
and enthusiasm for collect-
ing attracts many visitors to 
this region to admire their 
two-cylinder machines. 
We are proud to provide a 
setting that pulls it all to-
gether, allowing guests to 
learn more about the legacy 
of John Deere products as 
well as John Deere the man.” 
In addition to seeing a col-
lection of vintage tractors, 
visitors to the John Deere 
Historic Site also have 

John Deere Historic Site to host 2019 Green Iron Days
the opportunity to tour 
John Deere’s home and an 
archeological dig of his 
original blacksmith shop. 
The site’s blacksmith will 
also be on hand to conduct 
demonstrations throughout 
the weekend. Food vendors 
and a full gift shop will also 
be available to attendees 
throughout the weekend.

Tractor owners interested 
in participating and display-
ing their machines at the 
event should call 815-652-
4551 or email  JohnDeere-
HistoricSite@JohnDeere.
com. Registration is free, 
but all equipment must be 
from 1979 or earlier.

The John Deere Historic 
Site is a free attraction and 
is open seasonally, March 
through December. 

Located in Grand Detour, 
the site is the original Illinois 
homestead of John Deere 
and is the location where 
he built his first successful 
“self-scouring” steel plow. 

It was recently named one 
of Illinois’ top historic sites 
by the Illinois Bicentennial 
Commission. 

Gates open daily, from 9 
a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Sat-
urday, noon-4 p.m. Sunday. 
For more information about 

Green Iron Days or the 
John Deere Historic Site, 
go to www.VisitJohnDeere.
com.
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Briefs

Serving the Heart of Lee County Since 1854
Kip Cheek, Publisher

Tonja Greenfield, General Manager
Bonnie Morris, Editor

Published weekly on Wednesday by The Amboy News
245 E. Main St., Amboy, IL 61310

Phone: 815-857-2311         Fax: 815-857-2517
Periodicals postage paid at Amboy, IL

Publication Number USPS 016820
POSTMASTER: Send address change to:

The Amboy News, PO Box 162, Amboy IL 61310
Subscriptions: $37.25 yearly in Lee,  

LaSalle and Bureau counties. 
$42.00 yearly elsewhere in the United States.

Display Advertising Deadline: 10 a.m. Monday
Classified Advertising Deadline: 10 a.m. Monday
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Letters Policy: The Amboy News encourages letters 

from readers on current issues. Letters should be  
brief and must be signed, with a street address and 
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condense, revise or reject any submissions.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Amboy Community Center
280 W. Wasson Road  • 800-779-1189, reservations
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A United Way Agency

Senior Dining Menu
August 5 - 9 

8 oz. of low-fat milk served with each meal

Monday – Hamburger patty, wheat bun, macaroni & cheese, 
Calif. blend veggies, diced peaches
Tuesday – BBQ chicken breast, cheesy potatoes, seasoned green 
beans, dinner roll, jello w/fruit
Wednesday – Baked pork chop, mashed potatoes/gravy, mixed 
veggies, tossed salad/drsg., dinner roll, fruit cobbler
Thursday – Sweet and sour meatballs, fluffy rice, blended veggies, 
wheat bread, apricots
Friday – A) Tropical chicken salad, cucumber slices, croissant, 
mandarin oranges, pineapple juice  B) Soup & Sandwich, tomato 
& chicken salad

Reservations needed
10:00 am day before

Meals served
Mon.-Fri. at 11:30 am

245 E. Main St. • P.O. Box 162 • Amboy, IL 61310-0162

Tonja Greenfield
General Manager

Office: 815-857-2311
Fax: 815-857-2517

tgreenfield@amboynews.com 

Phone (815) 849-5232
or 1(800) 227-5203
Fax (815) 849-5516

GARY DINGES
(815) 857-2110

EVENINGS

Lewis University Student Hon-
ored on 2019 Spring Dean’s List

ROMEOVILLE - The following students were named to 
Lewis University’s Dean’s List for the 2019 Spring Semester:

Amboy
Kelsie Lachat, Nursing

Dixon
Lauren A. Chacon, Exercise and Movement Science
More than 1,500 students were honored on the Lewis 

University Dean’s List for the 2019 Spring Semester.
To be eligible for this honor, students must have completed 

a minimum of 12 credit hours during the semester with a grade 
point average of at least 3.5 and with no “D” or “F” grades.        

Lewis University is an innovative and forward-thinking 
Catholic university offering market-relevant undergraduate 
and graduate programs to 6,500 students. Sponsored by the 
De La Salle Christian Brothers, Lewis University is nationally 
recognized for preparing intellectually engaged, ethically 
grounded, globally connected and socially responsible grad-
uates. Visit www.lewisu.edu for further information.

2019 Kish Academic Achieve-
ment Scholarship recipients an-

nounced 
MALTA — Kishwaukee College announces the 2019 

Academic Achievement Scholarship recipients. Academic 
achievement scholarships are awarded to in-district high 
school graduates who meet specific GPA requirements. The 
scholarships are awarded in two categories: the President’s 
Scholar and the College Scholar. 

Students receiving the President’s Scholar achieved a 
cumulative high school GPA of 3.75 or higher at time of 
application and will be awarded a $1,000 scholarship per 
semester for four semesters. 

Students receiving the College Scholar achieved a cumu-
lative high school GPA of 3.25-3.74 at time of application 
and will be awarded a $500 scholarship per semester for 
four semesters. 

Locally, one of the 2019 recipients of the Kish Academic 
Achievement Scholarships—President’s Scholar is:

Paw Paw High School
Anthony Castaldo

Speeding
On July 27, at 5:15 p.m., Jonh D. Ackert, 19, of Dixon, 

was issued a traffic citation for speeding 44 mph in a 30 mph 
speed zone. He was issued a traffic citation and released after 
posting bond.

FRANKLIN GROVE — The  Living History Antique 
Equipment Association has added two new activities to the 
Antique Tractor Show happening this year on Aug. 3 and 4 
in Franklin Grove. 

A bouncy house with slide and a shelled corn box have 
been added for the children to enjoy. They will still have the 
straw scramble at 11 a.m.  Saturday and Sunday. 

Bring the kids for a fun day. 

Tractor show planned 
during Franklin Grove 
Harvest Festival

Our Family Protecting Your Family For 50 Years

07292019

THANKS FOR 
SHOWING YOUR 
COMMUNITY PRIDE
Another great county fair has come and gone. We 
appreciate everyone who supported it and look 
forward to seeing you all again next year.

Trust in Tomorrow.®

LEFFELMAN & 
ASSOCIATES SAYS

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell 
Mutual Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2019.

AMBOY-The Amboy 
Farmers Market will be open 
from 9 a.m. until noon on 
Saturday, Aug. 3, at the Lions 
Shelter in the Amboy Depot 
parking lot, 30 E. Main St. 
The market will be held each 
Saturday except for Depot 
Days weekend. Call Alice 
Dukes at 815-857-4015 for 
more information.

AMBOY-The Amboy 
Fire Protection District will 
meet at 8 a.m. on Monday, 
Aug. 5, at the Fire Station, 
25 N. East Ave.

AMBOY-The City of 
Amboy committee meet-
ings will be held at 6 p.m. 
on Monday, Aug. 5, at the 
Community Center, 280 W. 
Wasson Rd.

W E S T  B R O O K -
LYN-The St. Mary of the 
Assumption Summer Retreat 
will feature a 7:30 a.m. Mass 
followed by a talk on Ignatian 
Prayer at 8 a.m. on Tuesday, 
Aug. 6, in the Hall. Refresh-
ments will be available. A 
Holy Hour in the Church with 
a repeat of the talk will be held 
at 7 p.m. All are welcome to 
attend. Call the parish office 
at 815-849-5412 for more 
information.

S U B L E T T E - O n 
Wednesday, Aug. 7, the Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help Sum-
mer Retreat will feature an 8 
a.m. Mass followed by a talk 
on the spirituality of “seeing” 
as possessing at 9 a.m. in the 
Hall. Refreshments will be 
available. A Holy Hour in 
the Church with a repeat of 
the morning talk will be held 
at 7 p.m. All are welcome to 
attend. Call the parish office 
at 815-849-5412 for more 
information.

ROCK FALLS -The 
American Red Cross, in 
coordination with Mayor 
William B. Wescott of Rock 
Falls and Bethany Bland, 
President/CEO of Rock Falls 
Chamber of Commerce, will 
hold two monthly Blood 
Drives on the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month 
at the Rock Falls Community 
Building, 601 W. 10th St. The 

first Wednesday of the month 
drive will be held from 1 to 6 
p.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 7.  
The third Wednesday of the 
month drive, Aug. 21, will 
be from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. 
Call 800-733-2767 or visit 
redcrossblood.org to make 
an appointment to donate.

AMBOY-Immanuel Lu-
theran Church, 960 US RT 52, 
will host Community Bingo 
at 10 a.m. on Thursday, Aug. 
8. Bingo will be followed by 
a light lunch. Call the church 
at 815-857-2225 for more 
information.

MAYTOWN-The St. Pat-
rick Church Summer Retreat 
will feature a 7 p.m., Aug, 
8, Holy Hour in the Church 
with a talk on the 14 Holy 
Helpers. All are welcome to 
attend. Call the parish office 
at 815-849-5412 for more 
information.

LEE CENTER TWP-
The Lee Center Township 
Board will meet at 8 p.m. 
on Thursday, Aug. 8, at the 
Township Building, 2202 
Shaw Rd., Amboy.

MAYTOWN-On Friday, 
Aug. 9, the St. Patrick Sum-
mer Retreat will feature an 
8 a.m. Mass followed  by a 
talk on the 14 Holy Helpers 
(repeat of Thursday evening 
talk) in the Hall at 8:30 
a.m.  Refreshments will be 
available. All are welcome to 
attend. Call the parish office 
at 815-849-5412 for more 
information.

STERLING-Together 
in Memories Grief Support 
Group will meet from Noon 
to 1:30 p.m. on Monday, Aug. 
12, at Rock River Hospice 
& Home, 2706 Avenue E. 
Feel free to bring your lunch. 
Call 815-625-3858 for more 
information.

AMBOY-The Amboy 
Lions Club will meet at 7 
p.m. on Monday, Aug. 12, at 
the Community Center, 280 
W. Wasson Rd.

SUBLETTE-The Sub-
lette Village Board will meet 
at 7 p.m. on Monday, Aug. 12, 

at the Ellice Dinges Center, 
202 S. West St.

SUBLETTE-The Sub-
lette Township meeting will 
be held at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Aug. 13, at the Sublette 
Township Building.

EAST GROVE TWP-
The East Grove Township 
meeting will be held at 7:30 
p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 13, 
at the East Grove Township 
Hall.

MAYTOWN-St. Patrick 
Church will have the Vigil 
Mass for the Holy Day of 
Obligation of the Assumption 
of Mary at 7 p.m. on Wednes-
day, Aug. 14. Call the parish 
office at 815-849-5412 for 
more information.

AMBOY-The Amboy 
Township meeting will be 
held at 7 p.m. on Wednes-
day, Aug. 14, at the Amboy 
Township Building, 106 S. 
Prospect.
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The Following 
Community 
Businesses 

Sponsor Area 
Church News:

Sensient  Flavors,  LLC.
815-857-3691

Gehant Bank
West Brooklyn 

Member F.D.I.C.
815-628-3121

Mihm-Jones Funeral 
Home

815-857-2611

Vaessen Brothers
 Chevrolet  

815-849-5232

First National Bank 
in Amboy

Member F.D.I.C.
815- 857-3625

KSB Medical Center 
815-857-3044

The Amboy News
815-857-2311

St. Patrick Church
Rev. Timothy Draper
32 N Jones, Amboy 

815-857-2315 • www.stpatrickamboy.org
Masses: Monday, Wednesday & Friday 5 pm

Tuesday & Thursday 7 am
Saturday 4 pm • Sunday 9 am

Confessions: Saturday, 3-3:45 pm
Wednesday, 5:30-6:15 pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Friday, 8am-5 pm

St. Mary Church
Rev. Timothy Draper

912 Walton Rd., Walton
815-857-2670

Mass: Saturday, 5:30 pm

First Congregational United Church of 
Christ of Lee Center

Pastor Jack M. Briggs
1140 Inlet Road, Lee Center
www.LeeCenter-UCC.org

Phone 815-732-7032 
Family Worship - 10:30 a.m.  

St. Flannen Church
Rev. Timothy Draper

213 S Second St., Harmon
815-857-2670

Mass: Sunday, 7:30 am

United First Church of Amboy
Pastor Mark Glenn

East Main & Jefferson
815-440-0745

Sunday Worship - 9:00 a.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

Grace Fellowship Church – Amboy
Pastor Brian McWethy

37 S. East Avenue, (Farm Bureau Bldg.)
815-857-3900

Sunday Worship Service 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
 www.graceisforyou.com

East Grove Union Church
Pastor Richard Wulf, 815-440-5321

449 Reuter Road, Amboy
Phone 815-376-6661

1/2 Mile East of Route 26 on Union Rd.
Sun., 9:00 a.m. Morning Service
Youth Church, ages 3-Grade 4

10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Ages 3 - Adult
6:00 p.m. Evening Service

Wed., 6:00 p.m. Prayer & Bible Study
First Sunday night of each month, 6:00p.m. 

First Sunday Family Film Night
Fourth Saturday of each month, 6:00p.m.

“Fun & Fellowship Game Night 
for the Whole Family!”

Come as you are and join us on the journey!

 First Baptist Church
Pastor Rocky Fritz

24 N. Mason Avenue
Church Phone 857-2682

www.fbcamboy.com
Sunday School for all ages - 9:30 a.m.

Morning Service - 10:30 a.m.
Evening Service - 6 p.m.

Wed. prayer meeting & Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
King’s Kids program from 6:30-8 p.m. Friday 
Reformers Unanimous addictions program 

from 7-9 p.m.

St. James Evangelical 
Congregational Church
Robert Dunbar., Pastor

US Route 52 & Red Brick Rd.,Dixon
815-288-2447

Sunday 10:45 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

Ladies Bible Study, Wed. 9 a.m.

St. Mary’s Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

West Brooklyn
Tuesday & Thursday - 7:30 a.m.

Saturday - 5:30 p.m.

St. Patrick Church
Rev. Randy Fronek - Maytown

Mass - Fri. 8 a.m., Sun, 8 a.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor Barb Otten
960 U.S. Route 52
Phone 857-2225

Sun. Worship - 9:00 a.m. Fellowship - 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School - 9:40-10:15 a.m.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

Locust Street, Sublette
Phone 815-849-5412

Saturday Mass - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass -10:30 a.m.

Wednesday - 8:00 a.m.
Thursday - 8:30 a.m.

Refuge Church
Pastor John Kalebaugh

Mendota Hills Campground • 642 Rt. 52
Amboy, IL 61310 • 815-849-5930

10 a.m. Sunday, potluck follows

Harmon United Methodist Church
Pastor Leanne Keate

202 N. Grove, Harmon
Phone 359-7302

Worship - 8:30 a.m.

Crossroads 
Coffee      House

The             Road
Less Traveled

Located at The Mendota Civic Center, 1901 Tom Merwin Drive
(North Rt. 251 by Lake Mendota) 

www.crossroadsHOP.com • coffee@crossroadsHOP.com. A 501c3 Charity

A non-denominational Christian coffee 
house providing fellowship, music, prayer & 

beverages in a safe relaxing environment.

FRIDAY, 
OCTOBER 25
Community Prayer

TF
N

815-539-5142
705 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL

815-539-5142  • License #104005528
0907504.1 02
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ART ESPE
Agent
221 N. Mason
Amboy, IL 61310
(815) 857-2624
art@artespe.com

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

We all feel the same commitment to 
care for our families. Helping you meet 
your insurance needs is part of my 
commitment to you.

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

GREEN RIVER 
CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. Colin Baker, D.C. - CCSP®

Kids - Family - Athletes - Auto Accidents - Worker’s Comp

Keep your health flowing with chiropractic care!

Real Estate Broker Pre-License 
Exam preparation program 
coming to Kish this fall 

MALTA — The Real Estate Broker 
Pre-license Exam preparation program will 
be offered at Kish this fall. The course will 
take place Sept. 3—Dec. 19 on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 6 – 9 p.m. The program will 
cover the fundamentals of real estate and pre-
pare participants to sit for the state licensing 
exam. The cost of the program is $500.  

The program will provide the required 
90-hours of real estate education divided into 
the following two courses: 75-hour Broker 
Pre-License Topics and a 15-hour Applied 
Real Estate Principles. Topics covered will 
include real estate concepts, math, brokerage 
services, real property contracts, the Illinois 
Real Estate License Act of 2000, financing 
considerations, property management, fair 
housing, current information on the Truth in 
Lending Act (TILA), Real Estate Settlement 

Procedures Act (RESPA), and more. The 
program will also include observation time 
in the field. 

The program Instructor Todd Burghardt 
teaches both pre-license and continuing 
education and is a nationally recognized 
Certified Instructor for REALTORS® Prop-
erty Resource. Burghardt is a graduate of the 
REALTOR® Institute with the distinguished 
GRI designation. He has decades of experi-
ences and has earned Transnational Referral 
Certification (TRC) and Certified Agent 
Relocation Specialist (CAAS), among other 
accomplishments.

For more information, visit www.kish.
edu/realestate or contact Melissa Gallagher, 
Coordinator of Short-Term Training and 
Continuing Education, at mgallagher1@kish.
edu or 815-825-9466. 

Whole blood, double red cell 
and platelets to be collected at 
upcoming blood drive

STERLING — Due to low summer 
donations, and increased patient need, the 
Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center 
(MVRBC) urges all eligible donors, especially 
those with AB or O blood type, to donate at 
CGH Medical Center’s upcoming commu-
nity blood drive. The drive is scheduled for 
Thursday, Aug. 1 from 9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. in 
the CGH Ryberg Auditorium, 100 E. LeFevre 
Road, Sterling. In addition to whole blood and 
double red cell donations, platelets will also 
be collected – something that could only be 
donated previously by driving to Davenport 
or Peoria. 

“Platelet donation is important because 

these are the cells in your blood that form 
clots and stop bleeding,” said CGH blood 
drive coordinator Connie VonHolten, RN. 
“They are essential to fighting cancer, chronic 
diseases, and traumatic injuries.”

Appointments are appreciated, but walk-
ins are welcome. Individuals who have not 
donated with the MVRBC in the past will 
need to bring a photo ID to the blood drive to 
get registered. To schedule an appointment to 
give blood, please contact Michelle Nelsen at 
(815) 625-4790, ext. 6879; Connie VonHolten 
at (815) 625-0400, ext. 5425; or visit www.
bloodcenterimpact.org/donor/schedules/
drive_schedule/84695.

Bureau Co. fairbooks now online
PRINCETON - The 2019 Bureau County 

Fair Fairbooks are available on-line now. The 
164th annual Fair will be held Aug. 21-25 in 
Princeton. 

To find the fairbook, which has entry 
blanks and class schedules, go to www.
bureaucountyfair.com. There is a link at the 
bottom of the page for the book. For anyone 
who does not have computer access, come to 
the fair office on Mondays from 5 to 7 p.m. 
or on Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 
a copy of the department entry blank will be 

printed for you. There will not be any books 
printed this year.

Fine arts entry blanks are due to the fair 
office by 7 p.m. on Monday, Aug. 5. This 
includes photography, art, baking, canning, 
flowers, vegetables and hobbies and collec-
tions. The actual entries have to be brought to 
the fairgrounds on Monday, Aug. 19 between 
9 a.m. and 7 p.m. Livestock entry forms are 
due by 7 p.m. on Monday, Aug. 12.

The fair office phone number is (815) 
875-2905 for additional information. 

OSF Saint Paul names 
Chief Medical Officer

MENDOTA  -  OSF 
HealthCare Saint Paul Med-
ical Center has named Leon-
ardo Lopez, MD as chief 
medical officer for OSF 
HealthCare Saint Paul Med-
ical Center, Mendota.

In this role, Dr. Lopez will 
be accountable for leading 
the practice of medicine as 
a member of the hospital 
executive team. 

He will ensure consisten-
cy in practice standards and 
facilitate an interdisciplinary 
team approach to the delivery 
of care. He will develop and 

share the vision and strategic 
direction for the practice 
of medicine, collaborating 
on the implementation of 
strategies. 

Lopez will continue to 
serve as the medical director 
of quality and safety at OSF 
HealthCare Saint Elizabeth 
Medical Center. In addition, 
he will continue to see pa-
tients at his family medicine 
practice in Mendota.

Lopez received his Bach-
elor in Biology from the 
University of Illinois. He 
completed his medical degree 

at Loyola Stritch School of 
Medicine.

FRANKLIN GROVE 
— The 40th Annual Franklin 
Grove “Summer Harvest 
Festival” is a city-wide 
celebration of the area’s 
heritage with a wide variety 
of activities and events for 

all to enjoy. The event occurs 
Aug. 2-4 in Franklin Grove.

In addition, the festival 
includes, village-wide yard 
sales, tours of the H.I. Lin-
coln Building in downtown 
Franklin Grove, the Franklin 
Grove Art Festival, the Living 
History Antique Equipment 
Show and parade, tours of 
the Franklin Creek Grist 
Mill, Nachusa Grasslands 
– Self-Guided Tours and 
other events in and around 
the Village of Franklin Grove.

The Franklin Grove Area 
Historical Society hosts many 
of the Summer Harvest Fes-
tival activities and events at 
Chaplin Creek Village. 

See Chaplin Creek Village 

come alive featuring:
• The Chaplin Creek 

Muzzle Loaders - Camp and 
Demonstrations

• The Civil War Dismount-
ed Calvary Unit Missouri 
Guerillas

The name for the village, 
“Chaplin,” comes from the 
first settlement in the area, 
which was originally located 
just north of the historic site 
at the intersection of Lahman 
and State streets in Franklin 
Grove.

While the historic site is 
generally open to the public 
to drive through... there are no 
specific hours of operation for 
access to the many buildings 
you see on display here.

40th Annual Summer Harvest 
Festival planned in Franklin Grove
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The Book Nook

By:
Tatjana Kazan

The sunken sailor

The 
Pastor’s 
Pen

Simply learn to trust in God for all things

CAR SHOW COMMITTEE 
50/50 DRAWING

Get your tickets NOW at the following locations: $1 each or 6 for $5
AMBOY:
Mort’s Tap

The Last Alarm

Amboy City Hall

Jones Berry Lumber

The Longbranch Saloon

Two Sisters on Main

Depot Tap

Shell Express Lane

The Bear’s Den

DIXON:
Shamrock Pub

SUBLETTE:
Bonnell’s General Store

Sublette Saloon

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet, Inc.

COMPTON:
Jerry’s Tap

FRANKLIN GROVE:
Stenzel Insurance

Ticket sales will end 
on Saturday, Aug. 24 at 
noon, at the Compton, 

Dixon, Franklin Grove and 
Sublette locations.

Amboy locations will sell 
until noon on  

Sunday, Aug. 25. 
Depot Days Drum is 

located at Amboy Food  
and Liquor.

Drawing Sunday, August 25 after the Car Show       Proceeds to benefit Community Projects

Last Year’s Winner - $99,530
Second-Fifth Place wins $5,000 Cash

(Winners need not be present to win)

WORLD FAMOUS AMBOY DEPOT DAYS

On sa
le 

now
!

07
31

20
19

Trusted protection 
for your Home and 

Auto by local agency.
Call or go online for quote.

102 Elm St. • Franklin Grove, IL
815-456-2319

www.stenzelinsurance.com 06
26

20
19

404 W. Main St. • McNabb
815-882-2111 or 815-875-2540

www.grassersplumbingheating.com
07312019

STAY COOL
THIS SUMMER

IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR HOME
Get your Air Conditioner Checked & Cleaned

or Replace that old unit with a new
High Efficiency Goodman Unit

FREE ESTIMATES
CALL US FOR SUMMER SPECIALS

Limit 40 Words Per Nomination • One Nomination Per Person Per Month

Thank You Neighbor
If someone has done something kind for you, let them 

know by nominating them for the “Thank You Neighbor 
Rose." Send a brief description of their act of kindness 

to: The Amboy News, P.O. Box 162, Amboy, IL 61310

The Golden Age of classic British mystery fiction had 
pretty much run its course by the late 50s. Agatha 
Christie, Dorothy Sayers, and Ngaio Marsh had 

given way to high-octane action thrillers, hardboiled detec-
tives, and the realism of urban mean streets. In my misspent 
youth, I read one summer all of Sayers and Marsh, but it was 
not until recently that I came across another member of the 
illustrious group – Patricia Moyes, whose nineteen Inspector 
Tibbett mysteries were recently reissued. 

 “The Sunken Sailor” from 1961 (its British title is the less 
alliterative “Down Among the Dead Men”) has all the hall-
marks of the genre. It’s written in a typically breezy style, its 
unprepossessing Inspector Henry Tibbett has superb intuition 
and unerring powers of deduction, his cheerful wife Emmy 
is both smart and gutsy, and the well-drawn English charac-
ters populating the coastal hamlet of Berrybridge Haven are 
fresh, not at all shopworn. Moreover, the plot is sufficiently 
ingenious to hold our attention to the end.

 “The Sunken Sailor” opens thus: “It is often interesting, 
in retrospect, to consider the trifling causes that lead to great 
events. A chance encounter, a thoughtless remark – and the 
torturous chain reaction of coincidence is set in motion, leading 
with devious inevitability to some resounding climax. For 
instance, it is virtually certain that if Emmy Tibbett had not 
broken her shoulder strap in a small, smoky restaurant just off 
King’s Road, Chelsea, one spring evening, the Berrybridge 
murderer would have got clean away.” 

It is Henry and Emmy’s bad luck to have their vacations 
interrupted by murder. In this instance, they are invited by 
friends to go sailing off the Suffolk coast. They are told 
about the death of Pete Rawnsley who ran aground in his 
boat in a thick fog. 

When he stepped out to check things out, the boom 
snapped, knocked him unconscious, and he drowned when 
the tide came in. Plausible enough, but to Henry it sounds all 
wrong. He begins poking around, realizes that everyone is 
lying, more murders ensue, and he and Emmy barely escape 
the Grim Reaper. 

Everything is spoiled: “It was a lovely day. The tide was 
full, and the river was a sheet of frosted blue glass, ruffled 
by tiny wavelets. Once again, Henry experienced a sense 
of wonder at the subtle intensity of color. But what had 
seemed to Henry a week ago to be the essence of calm, 
uncomplicated beauty, now created an atmosphere at once 
unspeakably sinister and sad, like the painted face of a corpse 
in an American mortuary parlor. He was briefly surprised at 
himself for conceiving such an analogy: he had never been 
to America, let alone into a mortician’s den. Perhaps they 
weren’t like that at all, in spite of all one read.”

BY PASTOR RICK WULF
East Grove Union Church Hi Friends,

I would like to share with you some thoughts that I have 
just recently shared with the people of East Grove 
Union Church.  Where has the Summer gone?  One 

answer might be “crazy.”  It started out so cold and rainy 
and quickly jumped for almost a week to record highs.  So 
much for trying to figure out the weather again. I believe it 
was Mark Twain who said, “If you don’t like the weather 
in New England now, just wait a few minutes.” Now even 
though he was referring to New England weather, weather 
is weather, right?

Even though the weather is quite vacillating, we have 
confidence from God’s Word and many times from personal 
experience that our God is unchangeable.  The writer to the 
Hebrews in Chapter 6:17 wrote: “Because God wanted to 
make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the 
heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath.” 
He went on to write in Chapter 13:8, “Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and forever.”  

Our God truly is awesome and amazing. This is why our 
Christian faith is so special and important. Everything in this 
world changes and eventually passes away. In life, “everything 
is a hopeless end, without God.” But, “with God, everything 
is endless Hope.” This is the message we have and the one 
that the world is in desperate need of hearing and seeing 
lived out in our daily lives.  We don’t have to “know it all,” 
we simply have to share with others what we do know about 
Him and what He has done for us.

This world system many times is so hard to understand.  
We may question, “Why do people do what they do?”  And on 
the flipside, “why don’t they do what they should be doing?”  
Humanity is so hard to figure out sometimes.  I am so glad 

that it’s not up to me. I am truly blessed to know that God is 
in control. Now, I don’t make any claim to be able to under-
stand much, but by faith, just as those wonderful folks that 
the writer of the Book of Hebrews in Chapter 11, verses 1-3, 
6, where he wrote: “Now faith is confidence in what we hope 
for and assurance about what we do not see.  This is what the 
ancients were commended for.  By faith we understand that 
the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is 
seen was not made out of what was visible. And without faith 
it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes 
to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those 
who earnestly seek him.”  Each one he wrote, lived by faith.

Now you may be thinking, living by faith seems too hard.  
How can it be done?  Well the Hebrews author says it has to 
be according to 11:6, “And without faith it is impossible to 
please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe 
that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek 
him.”  But really when you stop to think about it, we really 
do live everyday by faith.  If you drive a car, every time 
you go out on the road you are exercising your faith that the 
car coming at you will stay on its side of the road to avoid 
having an accident.  

And speaking of that car that you may or may not have, 
you most likely don’t know who built it, but you also exercise 
your faith that it will run correctly. Some may be exercising 
more faith than others with their cars.  We put our trust in so 
many other people and things. Why can’t we simply learn to 
trust in God for all things?  We certainly would be so much 
better off.

May all the tests of faith that you face, bring you to trust 
in God more fully. May His grace be sufficient for all your 
needs. Trust in God, He is completely faithful.   

God Bless you all. 

AMBOY — The Illinois Audubon Bird-
song Chapter will host a Family Fun morning 
at the Amboy Marsh on Aug. 6. Come out from 
10 a.m.  - noon to learn about the many birds 
in the area.  There will be activities for the 

entire family including making a bird feeder, 
playing a bird migration game and hiking to 
look for birds.  

The Amboy Marsh is located at 1701 
Morman Road. There is no cost.

Society to host family fun morning 
at Amboy Marsh

AMBOY — They’re at it again….Roger and Sandy Wit-
tenuaer are hosting this year’s Wittenauer family reunion, and 
have since 2004. They realized the value and importance of 
family gatherings and how the annual reunion serves that 
purpose.  The many members of the Wittenauer family need 
to keep in touch as it shrinks and grows from year to year.  
Roger and Sandy will continue to plan an annual reunion 
and hope to see you there.

This will be the 16th annual gathering. Roger and Sandy 
have secured the Centennial Shelter at Amboy City Park for 
Sunday, Aug. 11. Please bring two dishes to pass, your own 
table service and drinks of your choice.  Lemonade will be 
provided. Plenty of reminiscing and sharing can be expected 
along with updating of the Wittenauer Family Tree on An-
cestry. Eating starts right around noon. 

Bring a relative or guest. There’s always plenty of food 
and friendship for all who come. Let’s see if you are the one 
who has come the farthest this year, or you’re our newest 
family member. 

Don’t miss this, we’re all family, no matter what.

Wittenauer reunion set

Email news items 
to tgreenfield@
amboynews.com

FRANKLIN GROVE — More than 20 Crafters and 
vendors are registered for the first Craft and Vendor show to 
be held during the Franklin Grove Harvest Festival. 

The show will be held at the Chaplin Creek Historical 
site, 1715 Whitney Road, Franklin Grove, on Saturday and 
Sunday, Aug. 3 and 4 from 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Please come and support these quality crafts and vendors. 
It is never too early to start shopping for Christmas gifts. Fall 
décor is also available.

Craft and vendor show 
planned during festival

FRANKLIN GROVE 
— The annual Church of 
the Brethren Pancake and 
Sausage Breakfast will be on 
Saturday, Aug. 3, from 7 to 

Church to host breakfast
11a.m., at 121 W. North St., 
Franklin Grove.  Adults meal 
is $6, kids  ages 4-12 meal 
is $4 and kids 3 and under 
are free.

Come join us for good 
food,  good fun and good 
fellowship. Hope to see you 
there.
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Opinion Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or   
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances ~ The First Amendment

Something to say?

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Lee, Bureau and LaSalle Counties

  1 year   manual pay   $37.25
            auto pay       $35.25

 10 weeks   manual pay      $9.78
               auto pay           $9.33

Non-local
  1 year       manual pay      $42.00                                    

auto pay      $39.75
 10 weeks   manual pay      $10.96                        

auto pay      $10.51

Phone 815-857-2311         
Fax 815-857-2517        

Website www.amboynews.com

OFFICE HOURS  
8 a.m. - noon and 1 p.m. - 5 p.m., 

Monday, Wednesday and Thursday

Tuesday and Friday by appointment only. 
Closed Saturday, Sunday and major holidays.

Publisher 
Kip Cheek

kcheek@mendotareporter.com

General Manager/Advertising
Tonja Greenfield

tgreenfield@amboynews.com

Editor
Bonnie Morris

bmorris@mendotareporter.com

Office Manager/Circulation/
Commercial Printing

Mary Mays
mmays@amboynews.com

The Amboy News encourages responsible letters to the 
editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but 
ideas will not be altered.

The limit is 300 words. Letters exceeding this will either 
be edited to fit or not published. The deadline for letters is 
noon on Friday.

Letter writers may only have two letters published per 
month, and the letters will be published on non-consecutive 
weeks. Letters are printed on a space-available basis.

All letters must bear the handwritten signature of the writer 
and include address and phone number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. Neither the street address nor phone 
number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 
handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. 

Any comments of public officials should be limited to issues 
related strictly to their position or actions made in office, as 
personal attacks will not be published. Letters involving private 
disputes between the writer and a business or individual will 
not be published.

Political endorsements will be published, however letters 
from candidates endorsing themselves will not be printed.

Letters may be dropped at the Amboy News office, 245 
E. Main Street, mailed to the Amboy News at PO Box 162, 
Amboy, IL 61310, or emailed to tgreenfield@amboynews.com

The Amboy News reserves the right to edit or reject any 
letter to the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for pub-
lication do not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper, 
its management and or ownership.

Advertising Policy
The Amboy News is in no way responsible for errors in 

copy furnished by the Customer. Adjustment or repub-
lication in the next available issue will be made for that 
amount of space involved in errors resulting from failure of 
the Amboy News to correct errors plainly noted on proof. 
Customers shall notify the Amboy News of errors in time 
for correction before the second insertion. 

The Amboy News shall not be liable to the Customer 
for any loss that results from the incorrect publication of its 
advertising. The Customer agrees to assume responsibility 
for all errors in copy proofread by Customer when the ad-
vertisement printed corresponds to the returned proof.

By Scott Reeder

Guest Column

On This Day in History

How is it that a society with the engi-
neering know how to put a man on 
the moon 50 years ago can’t make 

a decent gasoline can today?
Don’t blame the engineers. Blame govern-

ment bureaucrats and trial lawyers. 
Today’s gas cans have become hard to use 

contraptions with springs that snap the lid shut 
even when you’re trying to fill or empty the 
container. 

And they lack vents that actually work well.
Everyone knows if you want a container to 

empty well, it needs to be vented. 
That’s why you punch two holes in the lid 

of a can of condensed milk or tomato juice 
before you pour. 

But here in the USA we have gas cans that 
flow about as well as a 75-year-old man with 
a prostate the size of a softball. 

Earlier this month, I found myself in the market for a 
new gas can after the spring on one I keep in the back of my 
pickup snapped, rendering it useless.  

I looked at my wife and said, “When we vacation in Can-
ada, we’re buying our gas cans there.”

Americans travel across our northern border to buy a 
variety of things not available in the U.S.: Cuban cigars, 

five-gallon toilet tanks and, yes, gas cans that 
actually work.

I bought two from a Canadian Tire store just 
across the border from International Falls, Minn. 
And they are the same design that was available 
in American hardware stores in the 1990s. 

So how did the world’s largest economy 
become so inept that it can no longer produce 
a decent gas can?

Well, back in 2009, the Environmental 
Protection Agency banned the sale of gas cans 
that actually work well.  It seems the federal 
bureaucrats were wringing their hands over a 
whiff of gas vapors escaping into the atmosphere 
from a vent while the gasoline is being poured.

So, vented gas cans were outlawed.
Instead, we just have to worry about a pint or 

two of gasoline spilling into the environment. 
It’s rare, indeed, when I manage to fill my 

lawnmower or chainsaw without spilling something when 
using the new government-approved gas cans. 

These new cans are a sloshing, heaving mess, belching 
gasoline and leaking it from the complex yet flimsy spouts 
that easily break.

But hey, it’s not just the bureaucrats that have brought the 
demise of useful gas cans. Trial lawyers have litigated the 

industry to death.
In fact, back in 2011, Blitz USA, then the nation’s largest 

gas can-maker went out of business after spending $30 million 
defending itself in court. 

How often do you see a company such as Blitz, with 75 
percent of the domestic market, shut its doors? It wasn’t the 
vagaries of the marketplace that put the firm out of business, 
but our legal system.

Some products can never be perfectly safe, particularly 
when people don’t use them wisely. 

According to The Wall Street Journal, most of the lawsuits 
came from folks who tried to pour gasoline onto fires and 
were burned.

Pouring gasoline onto a fire? It seems commonsense isn’t 
a flower growing in everyone’s garden. 

When I last wrote on this issue six years ago, trial lawyers 
contacted me claiming I didn’t care if people got burned. Of 
course, I do. 

But I also care about the 117 factory workers in Oklahoma 
who lost their jobs when their gasoline can plant shut down. 
And I care about the consumers stuck with having to buy 
harder to use, more expensive products.

I was thinking about that as I walked down the aisle of 
Canadian Tire; I couldn’t help but notice that the store was 
selling one-gallon gas cans, even though Canadian gas pumps 
dispense fuel in liters.

It’s not hard to figure out who those gas cans are being 
marketed to.

Scott Reeder is a veteran statehouse journalist. He works 
as a freelance reporter in the Springfield area.

Some products can never be perfectly safe

100 Years Ago
Aug. 1, 1919

Dr. T. F. Dornblaser has purchased a 
test lot just east of T.B. Nicholson’s on 
East Main Street of S.A. Long and will 
begin the erection of a new residence in 
the very near future.

Mrs. Catherine Einspahr and children 
went to Ashton Monday for a week’s 
visit at the N. Meister home.

Miss Wilhelmina Machen is sub-
stituting for Miss Bethard during her 
absence from the Soil Assn. office.

S. Rose returned from Chicago on 
Monday accompanied by his daughter, 
Miss Yatta.

Miss Matie Hammond went to Chi-
cago Wednesday to spend two weeks at 
the D.B. Fish & Co. wholesale millinery, 
studying the styles.

75 Years Ago
July 27, 1944

Lally’s Alleys, after being closed 

for several weeks while the alleys were 
being reconditioned will reopen on 
Saturday evening, July 29.

Margaret Schwamberger and Yvonne 
Robbins and Mrs. Carleton Russell are 
attending State 4-H Junior Leadership 
Conference at Lake Bloomington.

Patsy Hillison spent the weekend in 
Dixon with her grandparents, Mr. and 
Mrs. John Butler.

50 Years Ago
July 31, 1969

Competing for the honor of being 
Amboy’s Miss Flame of 1969 are Paula 
Kagay, Jeanie Clayton, Karen Gehant, 
Pam Smith, Eileen Mead, Pat Girton, 
Nancy Kay Hicks, Susan Hintz and 
Jan Douvier, Vickie Mitchell, Therese 
Elliott, Sandy Bonnell, Beverly Wilson, 
Karen Sondgeroth and Pat Morris.

Voters game unanimous approval 
Saturday for annexation of several 
townships south and west of Amboy 
to the Amboy Fire Protection District. 

Polling places were located at Briar 
Knoll Hunting Lodge and in St. Mary’s 
Hall at Walton.

Lynette Robbins, of rural Amboy, 
granddaughter of the late Chauncey W. 
Robbins, gets a drink from the fountain 
given in memory of her grandfather. 
The fountain, recently installed near the 
Miller shelter in Green River City Park, 
was a memorial gift to the park from 
Mrs. C.W. Robbins and family.

25 Years Ago
Aug. 4, 1994

Josh Piper, 18-year-old son of Larry 
and Eileen Piper recently returned from 
a 13-day tour as part of the European 
Track and Field Adventure. He competed 
against other youngsters from across 
Europe and spent time in Germany, 
Switzerland and Austria.

Mrs. Leo Bulfer was a supper guest 
Tuesday at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Pete Rood, Amboy.
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ARE YOU ON 
THE MAP?

Don’t be left out of the 
Amboy News’ Depot 

Days Garage Sale Map!
SPECIAL DEPOT DAYS PRICE:

$5 for 20 words
and your ad will appear in the 
Amboy Depot Days section on 

August 14 and be featured in the 
Classified pages of the August 

21st edition of the Amboy News. 
FIRM DEADLINE: 2 pm on Thursday, August 8th.

07032019

MENDOTA – The 72nd 
annual Mendota Sweet Corn 
Festival will take place Aug. 
8-11 in downtown Mendota.

The Sweet Corn Festival 
is one of the Midwest’s oldest 
and largest harvest festivals. 
Over 60,000 visitors de-
scend on Mendota and they 
consume nearly 50 tons of 
sweet corn that is cooked 
in an old-fashioned vintage 
steam engine and served free 
on Illinois Avenue on Sunday 
afternoon of the festival.

The Crafters Market Place 
and Flea Market features 
over 200 dealers in hand-
made crafts, tasty treats and 
unique merchandise. There is 
a queen pageant, beer garden 
with live entertainment, a 
huge parade, and carnival 
rides and games for both 
children and adults. The 
midways are also lined with 
food booth vendors featuring 
a multitude of ethnic, region-
al and festival food.

There is no admission 
charge to the festival and 
parking is also free, so mark 
your calendar and plan to 
attend the Mendota Sweet 
Corn Festival.

The daily calendar of 
events is as follows:

Thursday, Aug. 8
3:30 - 5:30 p.m. – A Spe-

cial Afternoon for Special 
Kids. The Carnival will be 
open for a private armband 
for anyone with special 
needs and their immediate 
family. Please call the Men-
dota Area Chamber of Com-
merce at 815.539.6507 for 
more details. Registration 
is required to get an idea of 
how many we should expect: 
sweetcornfestival.co

6-10 p.m. – Carnival 
Midway Open to Public. 
Carnival and Midway open 
to the general public. Unlim-
ited Ride Special from 6-10 
p.m. for $25 each.

6-10 p.m. – Food Booths 
open. Featuring festival, 
ethnic, and regional delights.

7 p.m. – The Valley Katz 
performance on the First 
State Bank Stage. The Val-
ley Katz are a very talented 
group of veteran musicians 

who will feature covers by 
Elvis, Chuck Berry, Jerry 
Lee Lewis, Buddy Holly 
and more.

Friday, Aug. 9
10:30 a.m. – Youth divi-

sion tennis tournament: All 
day event.  Youth division 
tennis tournament. Tour-
nament takes place at the 
Mendota High School Ten-
nis Courts located at 2300 
West Main St.

10:30 a.m. – First State 
Bank Kasasa Hospitality 
Tent opens.

10:30 a.m. – Food & Mer-
chandise Booth open. Food 
Booths featuring festival, 
ethnic and regional delights, 
and a variety of Merchandise 
Booths, & First State Bank 
Hospitality Tent open for 
the day.

10:30 a.m.-10 p.m. – 
Magic Matt performing his 
strolling magic & balloon 
artistry downtown Mendota.

11 a.m.-1 p.m. – Dallas 
Stamberger will be playing 
a mix of 50s, 60s, blues & 
country in the First State 
Bank Hospitality Tent.

Noon-10:30 p.m. – Carni-
val Midway Opens. Unlimit-
ed ride specials from noon-4 
p.m. and 6-10 p.m.

2-4 p.m. & 4:30-6 p.m. – 
The Acoustix performance 
in the First State Bank Hos-
pitality Tent. 

7:30 p.m. – Sweet Corn 
Queen Pageant on the First 
State Bank Stage on Rt. 34 
downtown with intermission 
entertainment featuring 
the Clef Hangers, the first 
mixed a Capella group on 
the Illinois State University 
campus, founded in 2008.

7:30 p.m. – Beer Garden 
opens featuring entertain-
ment from ‘Big Uproar.’

Saturday, Aug. 10
8 a.m. – “CornaPalooza” 

5K/10K Run & 5K Fitness 
Walk. The race starts/ends at 
Lake Mendota. Participants 
will encounter rural Mendota 
and its rolling hills & 1 mile 
of trail. Awards, giveaways 
& food provided for all those 
who participate. For more 
information, a registration 
form, or to register online 

visit www.sweetcornfesti-
val.com. Proceeds from this 
event benefit OSF Saint Paul 
Foundation.

9 a.m.-2 p.m. – American 
Red Cross Blood Drive on 
the corner of Indiana Avenue 
& Jefferson Street. “Help fill 
the Blood Bank” is designed 
to encourage Americans 
to help save lives through 
regular blood donations. For 
an appointment, please call 
the American Red Cross at 
1-800-GIVE-LIFE, ext. 5.

9 a.m.-5 p.m. – Crafters 
Market Place & Flea Mar-
ket. Over 200 vendors in 
two locations -  Veteran’s 
Park on Rt. 34 in downtown 
Mendota and the Elks Club 
parking lot on Indiana Ave. 
& Jefferson St. just ½ block 
north of Veteran’s Park. 

10 a.m. – Mini Royalty 
Pageant. 5-year olds compet-
ing to wear the crown of Mini 
King & Queen of Mendota’s 
Annual Sweet Corn Festival, 
on the First State Bank Stage 
on R. 34 downtown.

10 a.m.-8 p.m. – Art Show 
& Sale featuring the work of 
artists within our local region 
inside Setchell Studio locat-
ed at 723 Washington St.

10:30 a.m. – Adult di-
vision tennis tournament 
doubles. Tournament takes 
place at the Mendota High 
School tennis courts located 
at 2300 W. Main St.

10:30 a.m. – First State 
Bank Kasasa Hospitality 
Tent opens.

10:30 a.m. – Food & 
Merchandise Booths open 
featuring festival, ethnic, 
and regional delights, and 
a variety of merchandise 
booths

10:30 a.m.-5 p.m. – Mag-
ic Matt performing his stroll-
ing magic & balloon artistry 
downtown Mendota.

11 a.m. – Nicodemus mu-
sical performance in the First 
State Bank Hospitality Tent.

11:30 a.m. – Ballet Folk-
lorico de Colores brings an 
exciting performance where 
culture, art, dance and music 
make the perfect combina-
tion. Come see traditional 
dances from various regions 

of Mexico. The group will 
be performing on the First 
State Bank Stage.

Noon-2 p.m. – Lica Lor-
raine will enchant people of 
all ages with her timeless 
balloon designs and sparkly 
personality! From amazing 
your child with their favorite 
animal or surprising your 
loved one with hearts and 
flowers, she creates it all! At 
the intersection of Washing-
ton Street and 8th Avenue.

Noon-3 p.m. – Free face 
painting professional artists 
will be available to transform 
you into your favorite animal 
or superhero for the day. 
Near the corner of Washing-
ton Street & Indiana Avenue.

Noon, 2 p.m., 4 p.m. – Mr. 
Steve performance includes 
music, magic, balloons and 
comedy all blended into 
wholesome family enter-
tainment. 

Noon-10:30 p.m. – Car-
nival opens for the day. 
Unlimited ride specials from 
noon-4 p.m. and 6-10 p.m.

2 p.m. – Annual Sweet 
Corn Festival Food Contest. 
All categories of food must 
be made with sweet corn 
and prepared in advanced. 
Judging will be held at 2 p.m. 
at the Mendota Elks Lodge, 
707 Indiana Ave., down-
town. Entry form available 
at the Mendota Chamber 
Office or online at www.
sweetcornfestival.com.

2:30 - 4:30 p.m. – Steve 
Cerqua acoustic guitar per-
formance in the First State 
Bank Hospitality Tent. 
Sponsored by: Diversifoam 
Products

3-5 p.m. – Matt & Kat 
musical performance on the 
First State Bank Stage.

3:30 p.m. – K9 Demon-
stration coordinated by the 
Mendota Police Department. 
Located on Indiana Avenue 
and Jefferson Street.

5-7 p.m. – Andrew Blom-
quist performance in the First 
State Bank Hospitality Tent.

6-8 p.m. – Chugs and 
Austin performance on the 
First State Bank Stage.

7:30 p.m. – Beer Garden 
opens, featuring ‘She’s A 

Annual Sweet Corn Festival in Mendota offers something for everyone
Maybe.’

Sunday, Aug. 11
9 a.m.-5 p.m. – Crafters 

Market Place & Flea Market. 
Over 200 vendors in two 
locations - Veteran’s Park on 
Rt. 34 in downtown Mendota 
and the Elks Club parking lot 
on Indiana Ave. & Jefferson 
St. just ½ block north of 
Veteran’s Park.

10:30 a.m. – All Day - 
Adult tennis tournament 
singles. Tournament takes 
place at the Mendota High 
School tennis courts located 
at 2300 W. Main St.

10:30 a.m. – First State 
Bank Kasasa Hospitality 
Tent opens.

10:30 a.m. – Food & 
Merchandise Booths open 
featuring festival, ethnic, and 
regional delights, and a vari-
ety of merchandise booths.

10:30 – 5 p.m. – Magic 
Matt performing his Strolling 
Magic & Balloon Artistry 
downtown Mendota.

Noon – The Jesse White 
Tumblers special high-flying 
performance in front of the 
Mendota Elks Lodge on 
Indiana Avenue.

Noon-2 p.m. – Lica Lor-
raine will enchant people of 
all ages with her timeless 
balloon designs and sparkly 
personality! From amazing 
your child with their favorite 
animal or surprising your 

loved one with hearts and 
flowers, she creates it all! At 
the intersection of Washing-
ton Street and 8th Avenue.

Noon-2 p.m. – The Acous-
tix performance in the First 
State Bank Hospitality Tent.

Noon-6 p.m. – Carnival 
opens for the day. (Unlim-
ited Ride armband from 1-6 
p.m. $30)

1 p.m. – SWEET CORN 
FESTIVAL GRAND PA-
RADE Featuring floats, 
bands, antique & classic 
vehicles, Shriners and more! 
Special highlights include 
The Jesse White Tumblers 
and The South Shore Drill 
Team.

2 p.m. – 3D Sound will be 
providing entertainment & 
music at the intersection of 
Illinois Avenue & Jefferson 
Street.

2 p.m. – FREE SWEET 
CORN! Del Monte’s finest 
served steaming hot! Served 
at the intersection of Illinois 
Avenue & Jefferson Street.

3-5 p.m. – The Acoustix 
performance in the First State 
Bank Hospitality Tent.

3:30-4 p.m. – The South 
Shore Drill Team will per-
form in front of the Mendota 
Elks Lodge at 707 Indiana 
Ave. 

You have watched them 
in the parade, don’t miss this 
very special performance!

Email news items 
to tgreenfield@
amboynews.com
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101 
LEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 
BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 
SERVICES AND 
REPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 
HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED - 
ASHTON - Ashton-
Franklin Center School 
District has three 
positions open.
1) The AFC Elementary 
School is seeking a 
p a r a - p r o f e s s i o n a l . 
Candidate must have 
a high school diploma 
and meet one of the 
following criteria: 
* Hold an associate’s 
degree: or 
* has completed at 
least 60 semester 
hours of credit from an 
accredited institution 
of higher education or: 
* Presents an official 
score from Educational 
Testing Service (ETS) 
showing a score of 
460 or higher on the 
ParaoPro test.
Please complete 
online application.  Call 
Jennifer Warrenfeltz, 
Principal for any 
questions 815-456-
2325 
2) Ashton-Franklin 
Center CUSD 275 has 
a part time Assistant 
Cook position available 
for the AFC Elementary 
School in Franklin Grove  
Illinois Sanitation 
Certificate and prior 
food service experience 
preferred Please 
fill out online 
application. Contact 
Jennifer Warrenfeltz for 
questions 815-456-232 
3) Ashton-Franklin 
Center School District 
is seeking a para-
professional for 
the AFC Jr/Sr High 
School. Candidate must 
have a high school 
diploma and meet one 
of the following criteria:
* Hold an associate’s 
degree: or 
* has completed at 
least 60 semester 
hours of credit from an 
accredited institution 
of higher education or: 
* Presents an official 
score from Educational 
Testing Service (ETS) 
showing a score of 
460 or higher on the 
ParaoPro test.
Please complete online 
application or mail 
resume to Kimberly 
Torman, Principal, 
Ashton-Franklin Center 
Jr/Sr High School, 611 
Western Ave., Ashton, 
IL  61006 (08-04-19)

PART-TIME DRIVER 
Needed. Flexible. 
Mostly Weekends. 
Pickup Gooseneck. 
Regular License. $16/
hr. DeKalb. www.
friendlyfarms.com Call 
Steve Just Before You 
Come by to Fill out 
Application, 815-756-
7773. (08-14-19)

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

301 
ANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and 
Wood Signs, Milk 
Bottles & Local 
Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door 
Stop and Antique 
Lighting… Call 
Dick Harms at 815-
562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 
ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for 
antiques; furniture, 
glassware, pottery & 
crocks, tin & iron toys, 
sterling silver, decoys. 
If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 
or email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 
MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE 

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

303 
APPLIANCES

FOR SALE - Frigidaire 
Window A/C, 8000 
BTU.  Like New 
In Box.  Used 3 
Months.  $150.  815-
539-6348. (07-31-19)

305 
GARAGE/RUMMAGE 
SALES

ROCHELLE: 1232 
Pickwick Dr. Multi 
Family Sale. Thursday 
August 1st, Friday 
August 2nd 8am-4pm 
& Saturday August 3rd 
8am-Noon. Furniture, 
Household Items and 
Clothes. (07-31-19)

HILLCREST: 106 
Gale Ct. Huge 
6-Family Garage Sale. 
Wednesday July 31st 
1pm-6pm. Thursday 
August 1st & Friday 
August 2nd, 10am-
5pm. Infant, Children, 
& Adult (Small to 3X) 
Toys, Treadmill, Trundle 
Bed, Kitchen Chairs, 
Chair with Footstool, 
Books, Lawn Chairs, 
Craft Items, Small 
Kitchen Appliances, & 
Miscellaneous Items, 

305 
GARAGE/RUMMAGE 
SALES

ROCHELLE: 1011 
N Main St. Thursday 
August 1st Friday 
August 2nd 8am-5pm. 
& Thursday August 
8th Friday August 
9th 8am-5pm Also 
Saturday August 10th 
8 a m - 2 p m . Va c u u m , 
Kitchen Table & Chairs, 
Lamp, End Table, 
Entertainment Center, 
Desk, Office Chairs, 
Filing Cabinet, Kitchen 
Items, Collectibles, 
Glassware, Seasonal 
Decorations, Baskets, 
Yarn, Sewing Machine, 
Fabric, Craft & Quilting 
Books, Fiction Books 
Including Christian, 
Dolls & Doll Furniture, 
Bears, Toys, Crib, 
Clothing Boys 0-12, 
Girls 0-5, Men L-XL, 
Women XL-4X. (07-31-
19)

ROCHELLE: 1008 
Sunset Terrace. Estate/
Garage Sale Friday 
and Saturday August 
2nd and 3rd, 8am-4pm. 
Furniture, Household 
Items, Kitchenware, 
Yard Items, Clothes and 
jewelry. (07-31-19)

305 
GARAGE/RUMMAGE 
SALES

ROCHELLE: 11297 E 
Oak Ct. (Childers Acres 
Just Past the Kitchen 
Table 2nd House) 
Thursday August 1st 
thru Saturday August 
3rd, 8am-7pm. Huge 
Garage Sale.  70-Years 
First Time. Lawn Tools, 
Hand Tools, Furniture, 
Chain Saws, Weed 
Eater, Power Washer, 
Antiques, Microwave, 
Tons of Glassware, 
Hand Edger, Power 
Edger, Skill Saw, and 
Loads of Everything. 
(07-31-19)

FRANKLIN GROVE 
— Citywide Rummage 
sales during the 
Franklin Grove Harvest 
Fest. August 2-aug 3, 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. (07-31-
19)

309 
PETS AND SUPPLIES

FREE KITTENS To A 
Good Home.  Good 
Mousers, Very 
Friendly.  Call Mike 
Jackson, 815-993-
2234. (07-31-19)

315  
WANTED TO BUY
 
WANTED: Coin 
operated machines, 
slot machines, 
pinball, arcade, trade 
simulators, jukeboxes. 
Working or not working. 
815-397-6586.

405 
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 

preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

511 
STORAGE UNITS

10 x 20 inside 
storage & outside 

storage for
semi-trucks/trailers,
boats, campers, etc

08172016

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates 
applied. Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203
OR AFTER 6 PM 
(815) 849-5251

07312019

QUALITY USED CARS, 
TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2016 Cadillac Escalade ESV 
Premium 4WD, Lt. Blue .$48,900
2016 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab Z71 
Leather, 4x4, LT, Black ...$27,900
2016 Chevy 1500 Double Cab  
LT, 4x4, Z71, Gray ......$26,900
2015 GMC K1500 Crew Cab 
SLT, 4x4, Green .........$31,500
2015 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
4x4, LT, Leather 
Maroon ......................$24,900

2014 Chevy 1500 4x4 Crew 
Cab, Leather, Red .....$23,900
2014 Chevy Traverse AWD 
LTZ, White .................$21,900
2014 Chevy Impala LTZ 
Black ..........................$13,900
2010 Chevy K-1500 Crew 
Cab LT 4x4, Black ......$15,900

2019 Buick Enclave Avenir 
AWD, White ..............$45,900
2019 GMC Acadia AWD SLT 
White .........................$33,900
2019 Chevy Impala Premier 
Gray ...........................$27,900
2018 Chevy Equinox 
FWD, LT, Orange .......$19,900
2017 Chevy 2500 Crew Cab 
4x4, LTZ, Z71, Diesel 
Brown ........................$52,500
2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
4x4, LTZ, Red .............$36,900
2017 Chevy Crew Cab LT 
4x4, Z71, Pepperdust ..$32,900
2017 Chevy Traverse AWD 
Premier, Blue .............$29,900
2017 Buick Enclave Premium 
FWD, White ...............$29,900
2017 GMC Acadia Limited 
FWD, White ...............$27,900
2017 Chevy Malibu LT 
White .........................$18,900
2017 Chevy Trax LT 
Red ............................$17,500
2017 Chevy Cruze LT 
White .........................$16,500

2016 Chevy 2500 Crew Cab 
LTZ, 4x4, Gas, Z71 
Red ............................$43,900
2016 Chevy Dbl. Cab 1500 
LTZ, 4x4, Black ..........$32,500
2016 Chevy Dbl. Cab 1500 
LTZ, Z71, 4x4, Silver ..$32,500
2016 Chevy Traverse AWD LTZ 
Loaded, Sunroof, DVD 
Nav, White .................$28,500
2016 Chevy Traverse AWD 
LTZ, Gray ...................$27,900
2016 Chevy Equinox AWD 
LTZ, V6, Sunroof, Nav 
White .........................$19,500
2016 Chevy Malibu LT 
Red ............................$18,500
2015 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
4x4, 2LT, Z71, Red .....$30,900
2015 Chevy Traverse AWD 
LTZ, White .................$22,500
2015 Chevy Equinox FWD 
2LT, Blue ....................$17,900
2014 Chevrolet Traverse LTZ 
AWD White ...............$21,900

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO 
Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-
Bumper Warranty

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 

Limited Warranty
• 24/7 Roadside Assistance
• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and 

Reconditioning Process
• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 

Satisfaction Guarantee

LTZ, Z71, Diesel, GM Certified, 1-Owner, Local Trade, Leather Interior, 
Heated Seats, Wireless Charging, Navigation & much more, Brown

 $52,500    

2017 Chevy 2500 Crew Cab 4x4

601 
VEHICLES FOR SALE

203 
HELP WANTED 

307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

203 
HELP WANTED 

05
22

20
19

Start Planning NOW 
for the

AMBOY 
CITY WIDE

GARAGE 
SALES 

Thurs., Aug. 22 - Sat., Aug. 24
Take advantage of a  

Special Depot Days price  
For $5.00**  

your ad will appear in the 
Amboy Depot Days section 
along with a map published 
Aug. 14th, and be featured 
on the classifieds page of 

the Aug. 21st edition of the 
Amboy News.

The cost includes 20 words.
Each additional word is 15 cents each.

(Each date & time count as 2 words)
(Address counts as 2 words.)

Firm deadline to advertise is
2 p.m., on Thursday, Aug. 8th.

Place your ad by 4 p.m., Thursday, Aug. 1st 
and get  entered to win a garage sale kit.  
Kit includes two garage sale signs, price stickers 

and garage sale successful tips.
***Price is valid only for the Amboy City Wide Garage Sales in 2019. 

Price does not include any garage sale signs. 
Garage sale signs may be purchased for $1.00 each.

LIKE TO FISH?  
For Sale: 1-Share of 10-Member “Split Pits Sportsmen Club” 

Located 3 miles southwest of Amboy
40 acres of timber and 3 stocked fishing ponds

Rustic Setting

Call 815-857-3564
07312019

Apply online.
Visit: manpowerjobs.com

Sterling Office 815.622.2814
Dixon Office 815.288.7800

JOB FAIR
Come see what 

opportunities we have 
for you. Join us at the 

Mt. Morris Library
August 1st

From 12-3pm
Located at 

105 S. McKendrie
Mt. Morris, IL 61054

07
29
20
19

AMBOY CUSD #272 IS SEEKING
APPLICANTS FOR 2ND SHIFT CUSTODIAN
To apply, go to www.roe47.org, Area Vacancies

and complete the application
07312019
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INSURANCE

AVON

To Buy or Sell. 28 Years as an Avon Lady.

Avon
Independent Sales Reprsentative

576 N. 3859th Rd.
Rt. 2
Mendota, IL 61342
815.343.4750 
mezandmezzzie@
gmail.com

COMMUNITY CENTER

AMBOY 
COMMUNITY 

CENTER
Available For 

Receptions, Meetings, Fund-Raisers
280 W. Wasson Rd. • Amboy, IL 61310
(815) 440-5784 • (815) 857-2324

Julie DeArmitt - Manager

AUTO SALES/SERVICE/TOWING

128 S Mason Ave, Amboy, IL 

FUNERAL HOME

Mihm-Jones 
Funeral Home

Patrick Jones
303 E. Main Street • Amboy 
 815-857-2611

www.thejonesfh.com

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

ADVERTISING

Your Business in 
this space for only 
$28.00 per month. 

CALL 
The Amboy News 
at 815-857-2311.

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

FINANCIAL

POND MANAGEMENT

Call: 423-1417

AUDIO AND VISUAL EQUIPMENT

From Security to Entertainment
We Have Your Back

Extreme Installs
Security Camera

Sales and Installation
Commercial Audio

Pat Riley, Owner

815-441-3530
www.facebook.com/extremeinstalls2010

815-849-5476

PLUMBING, HEATING/COOLING & ELECTRICAL

• Housekeeping
• Cooking

• Run Errands
• Hygiene Care

• Meds 
Assistance
• Doctor 

Appointments
Very Reasonable Cost

Many Years Experience
Amboy Area - Day Shift Only

Call Pam Dewaele 815-677-0723

IN HOME ELDER CARE

SPRINGFIELD – Controlled pheasant 
hunting opportunities will be available at 18 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
(IDNR) sites during the 2019-20 hunting 
season. Dates and permit reservation infor-
mation are now available online.

Sixteen of the sites are operated by the 
IDNR, while two other sites continue to 
be operated in a public/private partnership 
arrangement between the IDNR and conces-
sionaire T. Miller, Inc.

“Controlled pheasant hunting in Illinois 
is an ideal way for hunters of all ages, and 
especially young hunters, to have a worth-
while upland hunting experience,” said IDNR 
Director Colleen Callahan. “Now is the time to 
plan for some good opportunities for pheasant 
hunting in Illinois.”

The online permit reservation system for 
IDNR-operated controlled hunting sites opens 
on Monday, Aug. 5, and permit information, 
season dates, and other information are now 
available. Detailed information and permit 
reservations are available now for the two 
sites operated by T. Miller, Inc. Hunters should 
always review the application instructions, 
season information and regulations accessible 
online prior to applying.

On IDNR-operated sites, the daily fee 
for permits acquired online for controlled 
pheasant hunting is $30 for resident hunters 
and $35 for nonresident hunters. The daily 
permit fee applies to each hunter. Hunters are 
required to pay for permits acquired online 
in advance over a secure system using an 
American Express, Discover, MasterCard, 
or Visa credit card. The credit card account 
is billed when hunters apply. A transaction 
fee of $1.00 or 2.25 percent of the permit fee 
(whichever is higher) will be assessed for each 
application, except for applications submitted 
for the Illinois Youth Pheasant Hunt.

The controlled pheasant hunting areas 
operated by T. Miller, Inc. are Chain O’Lakes 
State Park in Lake County and Silver Springs 
State Fish and Wildlife Area in Kendall 
County. Information about controlled pheas-
ant hunting at these sites is available on the 
concessionaire’s website at www.tmillerinc.
com or via a link on the IDNR website at 

www.dnr.illinois.gov.
Of the 16 sites operated by the IDNR, 

six provide the Illinois Youth Pheasant Hunt 
opportunity for young hunters between 
the ages of 10-17. Those six sites are the 
Mackinaw River State Fish and Wildlife 
Area in Tazewell County, Clinton Lake State 
Recreation Area in DeWitt County, Edward 
Madigan State Fish and Wildlife Area in 
Logan County, Pere Marquette State Park in 
Jersey County, Sangchris Lake State Park in 
Christian and Sangamon counties, and the 
World Shooting and Recreational Complex 
in Randolph County.

Nine sites provide lengthy hunting seasons 
for hunters, as well as additional special hunt-
ing days for young hunters under the age of 18: 
Johnson Sauk Trail State Recreation Area in 
Henry County, the Des Plaines State Fish and 
Wildlife Area in Will County, Kankakee River 
State Park in Kankakee County, the Iroquois 
County State Wildlife Area, Moraine View 
State Recreation Area in McLean County, 
Sand Ridge State Forest in Mason County, 
Jim Edgar Panther Creek State Fish and 
Wildlife Area in Cass County, Eldon Hazlet 
State Recreation Area in Clinton County, and 
Wayne Fitzgerrell State Recreation Area in 
Jefferson and Franklin counties.

The Green River State Wildlife Area in 
Lee County provides 15 days of controlled 
pheasant hunting during a season that extends 
from early November until mid-December.

At Des Plaines, Moraine View and Eldon 
Hazlet, hunting opportunities are available 
for hunters with disabilities, where special 
vehicles are provided to assist with the hunt.

Online permit reservations for the first 
lottery period on IDNR-operated sites will 
be accepted from 8:30 a.m. on Aug. 5 until 
1 p.m. on Aug. 12. Two additional one-week 
lottery periods are scheduled thereafter. 
Hunters should always review the application 
instructions and season information on the 
controlled pheasant hunting website prior 
to applying. To navigate to the controlled 
pheasant hunting website once the IDNR 
website has been accessed, hunters should 
follow these directions:

• Click on the “Hunt/Trap” button on the 

Illinois controlled pheasant hunting reservation 
information now available online

toolbar
• Then click on “Upland Game”
• Then click on “Controlled Pheasant 

Hunting Permits, Hunting Areas, Regs, etc.”
IDNR-operated controlled pheasant hunt-

ing sites will continue to have a portion of 
their hunter quota allocated to standby hunters. 
Standby hunters acquire permits and pay 
permit fees at the site hunter check station on 
the day of the hunt. Standby permits also are 
available for the Illinois Youth Pheasant Hunt 
if the site hunter quota is not filled by young 
hunters with reserved permits prior to the hunt 
date. However, to ensure enough pheasants 
are released each hunting day, all hunters are 
strongly encouraged to access IDNR-operated 
controlled pheasant hunting sites by using the 
online permit reservation system.

Special note for the 2019-2020 hunting 
season:   Hunters will be required to use 
non-toxic shotshells when hunting at the 
Des Plaines SFWA, Horseshoe Lake SP, the 
Jim Edgar Panther Creek SFWA, Mackinaw 
River SFWA and the Silver Springs SFWA. 
Non-toxic shotshells have been required when 
hunting at Chain O’Lakes SP, the Eldon Hazlet 
SRA, the Green River SWA, the Johnson 
Sauk Trail SRA and the Wayne Fitzgerrell 
SRA for many years. Hunters are reminded 
when hunting at any of these sites that only 
non-toxic shotshells may be in possession 
while hunting.

For complete details, check the controlled 
pheasant hunting website at www.dnr.illinois.
gov or the T. Miller, Inc. website at www.
tmillerinc.com.

FRANKLIN GROVE — The Franklin 
Grove Harvest Festival will be host to the 
Big Rig 2019 Show.  The show will be held 
Aug. 3 from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. at the Chaplin 
Creek show grounds, 1715 Whitney Road in 
Franklin Grove. Registration opens at 7:30 
a.m. Trucks and trailers need to be in place by 

10 a.m. The event will be held rain or shine. 
Truck entry fee is $25. All proceeds from the 
event are donated to Shriners Hospitals for 
Children in Chicago.

You can follow the show on Facebook at 
Big Rig Show of Franklin Grove Illinois or 
on the web at www.BigRigShow.org.

Big Rig show part of annual festival
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1. ANATOMY: Which vitamin is nec-
essary for normal blood clotting?

2. GEOGRAPHY: Which state lies 
directly south of Missouri?

3. PSYCHOLOGY: What fear is repre-
sented by the condition called pogono-
phobia?

4. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What 
is the basic currency of the nation of 
Georgia?

5. FOOD & DRINK: What is a latke?
6. ADVERTISING: Which breakfast 

cereal features a leprechaun in advertise-
ments?

7. LITERATURE: Who wrote the 
Greek play “The Trojan Women”?

8. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was Abra-
ham Lincoln’s first vice president?

9. MOVIES: Which early 20th-centu-
ry film actress was dubbed “America’s 
Sweetheart”?

10. GAMES: How many balls are used 
in pocket billiards?

© 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

Trivia Test Answers
1. Vitamin K
2. Arkansas
3. Fear of beards
4. The lari
5. A pancake usually made of grated  

    potato
6. Lucky Charms
7. Euripides
8. Hannibal Hamlin
9. Mary Pickford
10. 16 balls (15 numbered balls and the  

     cue ball)

Posting Date July 29, 2019
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Earlville 

815-246-8411 

Paw Paw 

815-627-2651 

Sublette 

815-849-5242 

Woodhaven 

815-849-5918 

Mark Govednik 

VP, Ag Lending Specialist 

815-246-8411 ext. 118 

mgovednik@pioneerstatebank.com 

Are you paying too much on your current 

Farmland Loan? 

 

Give us a call to see how we can help lower 

your current rate! 

www.pioneerstatebank.com 

*All loans subject to credit approval.  Fees may apply 

Specializing in On Farm Repair
Call 815-849-5223 or Cellular 815-994-7543

Our Family Protecting Your Family For 50 Years

07312019

To the end of the row, to the end of the field, to 
the end of the year - your goal is getting there. 
Along the way, you have a lot to protect, and a lot 
to lose. Get farm insurance you can truly depend 
on to look out for your best interests each and 
every day. Call us today!

GETTING THERE. 

Riley Klein

Are we 
there 
yet?

Yield-boosting stay-green gene identified from 118-year-old experiment in corn
URBANA – A corn gene 

identified from a 118-year-old 
experiment at the University 
of Illinois could boost yields 
of today’s elite hybrids with 
no added inputs. The gene, 
identified in a recent Plant 
Biotechnology Journal study, 
controls a critical piece of 
senescence, or seasonal die-
back, in corn. When the gene 
is turned off, field-grown elite 
hybrids yielded 4.6 bushels 
more per acre on average than 
standard plants.

Dating back to 1896, the 
Illinois experiment was de-
signed to test whether corn 
grain composition could 
be changed through artifi-
cial selection, a relatively 
new concept introduced by 
Charles Darwin just 37 years 
earlier. Repeated selection of 
high- and low-protein corn 
lines had the intended effect 
within about 10 generations. 
As selection for the traits con-
tinued, however, additional 
changes were noticeable.

“One of the things that was 
noted as early as the 1930s 
was that the low-protein line 
stays greener longer than 
the high-protein line. It’s 
really obvious,” says Stephen 
Moose, professor in the De-
partment of Crop Sciences 
at Illinois and co-author of 
the study.

Staying green longer into 
the season can mean more 
yield. The plant continues 
photosynthesizing and put-
ting energy toward develop-
ing grain. But, until now, no 
one knew the specific gene 
responsible for the stay-green 
trait in corn. 

“The stay-green trait is like 
a ‘fountain of youth’ for plants 
because it prolongs photosyn-
thesis and improves yield,” 
says Anne Sylvester, a pro-
gram director at the National 
Science Foundation, which 
funded this research. “This is 
a great basic discovery with 
practical impact.”

The discovery of the gene 

was made possible through a 
decade-long public-private 
partnership between Illinois 
and Corteva Agriscience. 
Moose and Illinois collabo-
rators initially gave Corteva 
scientists access to a popula-
tion derived from the long-
term corn protein experiment 
with differences in the stay-
green trait. Corteva scientists 
mapped the stay-green trait 
to a particular gene, NAC7, 
and developed corn plants 
with low expression for the 
trait. Like the low-protein 
parent, these plants stayed 
green longer. They tested 
these plants in greenhouses 
and fields across the country 
over two field seasons.

Not only did corn grow 
just fine without NAC7, 
yield increased by almost 5 
bushels per acre compared 
to conventional hybrids. 
Notably, the field results 
came without added nitrogen 
fertilizer beyond what farmers 
typically use.

“Collaborating with the 
University of Illinois gives 
us the opportunity to apply 
leading-edge technology to 
one of the longest running 
studies in plant genetics,” says 
Jun Zhang, research scientist 
at Corteva Agriscience and 
co-author of the study. “The 
insights we derive from this 
relationship can result in more 
bushels without an increase 
in input costs, potentially 
increasing both profitability 
and productivity for farmers.”

Moose’s team then se-
quenced the NAC7 gene in 
the high- and low-protein 
corn lines and were able to 
figure out just how the gene 
facilitates senescence and 
why it stopped working in 
the low-protein corn.

“We could see exactly 
what the mutation was. It 
seems to have happened 
sometime in the last 100 years 
of this experiment, and for-
tunately has been preserved 
so that we can benefit from 

it now,” Moose says.
He can’t say for sure 

when the mutation occurred, 
because in the 1920s, crop 
sciences faculty threw out 
the original seed from 1896.

“They had no way of 
knowing then that we could 
one day identify genes con-
trolling these unique traits. 
But we have looked in other 
corn and we don’t find this 
mutation,” Moose says.

Future potential for this 
innovation could include 
commercialized seed with 
no or reduced expression of 
NAC7, giving farmers the 

option for more yield without 
additional fertilizer inputs.

Moose emphasizes the 
advancement couldn’t have 
happened without both part-
ners coming to the table.

“There’s value to the seed 
industry and society in doing 
these long-term experiments. 
People ask me why university 
scientists bother doing corn 
research when companies 
are doing it,” he says. “Well, 
yeah they are, and they can do 
things on a larger and faster 
scale, but they don’t often 
invest in studies where the 
payoffs may take decades.”

Illinois study advances possibility of genetic control for major agricultural weeds

URBANA – Waterhemp 
and Palmer amaranth, two ag-
gressive weeds that threaten the 
food supply in North America, 
are increasingly hard to kill 
with commercially available 
herbicides. A novel approach 
known as genetic control could 
one day reduce the need for 
these chemicals. Now, scien-
tists are one step closer.

In a study published today 
in Weed Science, researchers 
from the University of Illinois 
identified genetic signatures 

that distinguish male water-
hemp and Palmer amaranth 
plants from females. The 
discovery is a crucial part of 
developing a genetic control 
system for the damaging 
weeds.

The researchers’ goal is to 
one day introduce genetically 
modified male plants into a 
population to mate with wild 
females. Modified male plants 
would contain a gene drive, a 
segment of DNA coding for 
maleness, which would be 

passed on to all its offspring, 
and their offspring, and so 
on. Ultimately, all plants in 
a given population would 
become male, reproduction 
would cease, and populations 
would crash.

It’s a controversial strate-
gy, but Pat Tranel, the U of I 
scientist leading the project, 
says they’re still in the very 
early stages.

“It’s important to empha-
size that we are not at the point 
of releasing genetically mod-

ified waterhemp and Palmer. 
We are doing basic research 
that could inform how we could 
do that,” says Tranel, profes-
sor and associate head of the 
Department of Crop Sciences 
in the College of Agricultural, 
Consumer and Environmental 
Sciences at U of I.

He adds that the team hasn’t 
found the specific gene or 
genes for maleness in either 
species. Instead, they identi-
fied small genetic sequences 
associated with a male region, 
presumably on a particular 
chromosome. They think the 
specific gene(s) for maleness 
lies somewhere within that 
region.

In the study, the researchers 
grew 200 plants of each species 
and each sex, then extracted 
DNA and determined whether 
any sequences were unique to 
a given sex.

“We found sequences pres-
ent in waterhemp and Palmer 
males that were not found in 
females, but no female-spe-
cific sequences. Then we 
took known males from other 
populations and looked for the 

sequences – they were there,” 
Tranel says. “Our sequences 
not only worked, they con-
firmed males are the heterog-
ametic sex in these plants.”

In humans, males have an 
X and a Y chromosome, and 
male gametes, sperm, con-
tribute either an X or a Y to 
the next generation. Females 
have two X chromosomes, and 
every egg carries an X. Males 
are heterogametic; females, 
homogametic. Similarly, male 
waterhemp and Palmer am-
aranth plants produce pollen 
with either the male-specific 
Y region or not.

“The fact that males are the 
heterogametic sex suggests 
that maleness is dominant. 
That’s good in that it’s easier 
to control the trait (maleness) 
if the gene for that trait is 
dominant,” Tranel explains. 
“When we get to the point of 
identifying the specific genes 
for maleness, they would be 
an obvious target for a gene 
drive where you could spread 
that maleness gene in the 
population.”

In the meantime, however, 

having a set of genetic sequenc-
es that can accurately identify 
males before flowering could 
help the researchers better 
understand the biology of the 
plants and their response to 
the environment. For example, 
Tranel says the discovery could 
help determine if the weeds 
are able to switch sexes under 
certain conditions or if one sex 
is more sensitive to herbicides. 
Both concepts have been pro-
posed by previous research or 
anecdotal reports.

In addition to pursuing 
these basic questions, Tranel’s 
team is now working to find 
the needle in the haystack: 
the maleness gene within the 
male region. When they find 
it, it will take time before 
genetic control of waterhemp 
and Palmer amaranth could 
become a reality. And even 
then, Tranel says it will still be 
important to use all the tools in 
the weed management toolbox. 

“I’d never see this as replac-
ing all our other strategies,” 
he says. “But it’s super cool 
to imagine this as part of the 
solution.”

Palmer amaranth

For soybean growers, 2019 typifies a year of short plants
BLOOMINGTON – The 

ILSoyAdvisor recently re-
ceived a question from central 
Pennsylvania:

“My question is that my 
growers are seeing flowers 
on plants that are almost 
1.5-foot-tall, which is much 
smaller compared to what we 
saw last year (or in normal 
years). I am wondering what 
happens to plant growth after 
the plants begin to flower. In 
other words, do plants keep 
growing and keep producing 
more nodes after they start 
flowering? My understanding 
was that once the plants start 
flowering, they don’t grow 
much in height and or nodes. 
Is that true?”

Soybean agronomist Dan-
iel Davidson answers. 

“This is a very good 
question and 2019 typifies a 
year of short plants associated 
with late planting followed 
by quicker initiation of flow-
ering.

Soybeans grown in Illi-
nois are indeterminate and 

continue vegetative growth 
after flowering starts. Soy-
beans begin flowering after 
accumulating a couple nodes. 
However, it really commences 
at Summer Solstice as night 
length increases. Soybeans 
will continue to flower all 
through July and into early 
August at the top of the plant. 

This season soybeans 
were planted mainly in June 
and commenced flowering. 
Embryonic node structures 
are formed early in develop-
ment, but laid down later as 
the plant grows. There was so 
little time between planting/
emergence and flowering that 
fewer nodes and internodes 
formed, resulting in shorter 
plants. Hopefully, branching 
and lower pod set will com-
pensate for loss of nodes and 
height.

Height does not always 
correlate with yield. I cite the 
2012 drought year. Soybeans 
stayed short and growth was 
relatively dormant all sum-
mer, but the crop survived. 

At the same time corn was 
extremely stressed and, in 
some cases, literally died or 
yields were extremely low. 
However, when the rains re-
turned in mid-August soybean 
plants renewed growth, pods 
begin to fill and yields were 
often just below average. This 
taught us that soybeans can 
survive a drought and that 
short plants don’t necessarily 
equate to reduced yield.

When planting soybeans is 
delayed, vegetative growth is 
reduced since flowering starts 
as soon as the plants have one 
or two nodes. However, the 

plant is indeterminate and will 
continue vegetative growth 
producing more nodes and 
internodes, but due to the late-
ness of planting and so little 
time before flowering, fewer 
nodal points are laid down on 
the main stem. Late-planted 
soybeans will be shorter with 
few nodes, but with more pods 
occurring lower in the canopy 
as more sunlight penetrates 
deeper through the canopy.

The one plus that comes 
with late planting and shorter 
plants is that a shorter crop 
won’t lodge, which would 
lead to some harvest losses.”

Farmer's ReportFarmer's ReportTheThe
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AMBOY FOOD & LIQUOR
Amboy Deli Hours

Mon-Sat 7 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Sun 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

815-857-7020
Now Accepting EBT 
Link Cards and WIC

Grocery delivery for disabled & 
senior citizens - in town only.

 Hours
Mon.-Thurs., 7 a.m. – 9 p.m.

Fri-Sat., 7 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Sun., 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.

WEEKLY SPECIALS

HOT BUYS

PRODUCE

Prime Whole 
Pork Butt 

Kraft 
Marshmallows 
Assorted 10-12 oz 

Tomatoes on 
the Vine 

Yellow Onions 
3 lb bag 

Cantaloupe 

$129

$799
Reg. Price $9.99 ea.

lb.

Shurfine 
Waffles 
Assorted 12.3 oz  

Reg. Price $1.69-2.39 ea.

2/$3
Reg. Price $1.99 ea.

2/$3

Reg. Price $3.99 ea.

ea.

lb.ea.

Sale goes through August 6, 2019
07312019

Coke Products 
6 Pack Bottles 

7-Up Products 
6 Pack Bottles 

Pepsi Products 
24 Pack Cans 

Shurfine Real 
Mayonnaise 
30 oz 

Jello Gelatin or 
Pudding 4 Pack 
Assorted

Shurfine 
Pickles 
Assorted 16 oz 

Pringles 
Assorted 4.5-5.5 oz 

Reg. Price $2.49 lb.

$199
lb.

2/$5

2/$5
Reg. Price $1.69 ea.

99¢

Reg. Price $2.79 ea.

Reg. Price $3.99 ea.

Sunny D Juices 
64 oz 

Open Pit BBQ Sauce 
Assorted 18 oz 

Hunt’s Manwich 
Sloppy Joe 
15 oz 

Reg. Price $1.69 ea.

2/$250
Reg. Price $1.69 ea.

2/$250

Michigan 
Blueberries 

Bartlett Pears 

$149$149
Reg. Price $1.59 ea.

2/$250
Reg. Price $1.89 ea.

2/$3

Knorr Sides 
Assorted 4-5.7 oz 

Prime Pork 
Ribs

Johnsonville Brats 
or Sausage 
Assorted 12-14 oz 

ea.

Sugardale Sliced 
Bacon 
16 oz 

Reg. Price $6.49 ea.

$499
ea.

Nabisco Ritz Crackers 
or Keebler Town House 
Crackers 13.7-13.8 oz 

Reg. Price $3.99-4.39 ea.

2/$6

Any Party Size 
Chips 

Reg. Price $5.29 ea.

lb.

2/$5 2/$5 2/$4
Red Radishes
1 lb bag 

$369 $399

2/$9

2/$3

Reg. Price $2.59 ea.

$199
ea.

2/$5

Reg. Price $1.99 ea.

Reg. Price $4.19-5.89 ea.

See Us in the Amboy Deli about Meat, Cheese and Veggie Trays for Your Next Event!
Sale Prices Valid July 31 – Aug. 6, 2019 – Limited Quantities – While Supplies Last

AMBOY 
DELI

AMBOY 
DELI


