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AHS 2019 Senior Class President bids farewell

From your friends at

Here’s to us, the senior class, we did it, you 
guys! Here’s to us, the kids that no one 
thought would make it through these past 

12 years. Here’s to us, the kids who worked so hard 
to make something of ourselves. And here’s to us, 
the adults that will walk across that stage in a month. 
Give it up for us, the kids that aren’t kids anymore. 

As we grew from toddlers into kids, to teenagers, 
to adults, our dreams and our passions grew with 
us. As kids, we wanted to be superheroes, princes/
princesses, and astronauts. As our knowledge grew, 
our careers got closer to reality, changing to doctors, 
lawyers, and military personnel. As we continue to 
grow, I ask that none of you ever forget what you 
desperately wanted to be so long ago. 

Be a superhero to those around you; always re-
spectful, caring, and helpful. Be a prince/princess, be 
confident in who you are and what you can do. Al-
ways be an astronaut, see no limit on the things you 
can accomplish. 

As we move on and we move out, we can’t for-

get our small town filled with lessons and memories. 
No matter the path you’re choosing or the life you’re 
choosing to pursue, always remember to be thankful 
for the opportunities you’ve been presented with. No 
matter who you come across in life and no matter the 
challenges that are given to you, I only hope that you 
all remain true to yourselves and the people you want 
to be. 

I’m so proud of all of you for getting through the 
tough times and living out the best times - it’s been a 
crazy 12 years. I know we all have a really bad case 
of senioritis right about now, but just remember that 
you’re not alone. Everyone keep working hard this 
last month and live your best life because you can’t 
relive these days, you can only move forward. Enjoy 
everything, I’m so beyond proud of each and every 
one of you and I wish you nothing but the best! 

Sincerely, 
Bailee Highbarger 

2019 Class President
Amboy High School

AHS Senior 
Class Officers
Senior class officers 

are, left to right, Kaitlyn 
Ortgiesen, vice president; 
Clayton Kemp, secretary; 
and Bailee Highbarger, 
president. Ashley Winters, 
t r e a s u r e r,  w a s  n o t 
available for the picture.
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Connor Albrecht Dorian Barlow Evan BickettJillian Barnes Emma Bickett

Con-GRAD-ulations!
Dr. Joel Hochstatter, D.M.D.

AHS Class of 1989
Dr. Brandon Klein, D.D.S.

AHS Class of 2000 

305 E. Joe Drive • Suite 120
815-857-2015 05222019

Congratulations to the Class of 2019 

Amboy Education Foundation

The First National Bank in Amboy

Amboy • Dixon •Franklin Grove

815-857-3625

www.fnbamboy.com
05222019

Congratulations to All Area Graduates!

Phone: (815) 849-5232 
or 1-800-227-5303

Fax: (815) 849-5516
www.vaessenbrothers.com

Congratulations Class of 2019!

05222019

Lucas Blake Kelynn Boyle



Page 4 • Section B The Amboy News, Wednesday, May 22, 2019

AMBOY SENIORS 2019

You Did It!

Congratulations On A Job Well Done!!

TEEN TURF
235 W. Main Street • Amboy

815-857-4800

Well Done! 
May all your sparks ignite 

with your future plans.

43 S East Ave. • Amboy, Illinois
(815) 857-3483

704 N. Galena Ave., Dixon
815-677-9098
815-284-5033

05162018

2025 Sublette Road, Sublette
MICHAEL VAESSEN 815-849-5223 • Cell: 815-994-7543

www.sublettemechanical.org

The Next Chapter Awaits
Congratulations to the Class of 2019!

05222019

Summer Bulfer Caylee Capps Christopher FarrarDylan Chirchirillo Jacob Costner

Brianna Fisher Isabel Garza
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CONGRATS!
Amboy Vet Clinic 

and Trego Veterinary 
Services

315 S Mason
815-857-2215

05
22

20
19

509 LAMOILLE ROAD •  P.O.BOX 110 •  SUBLETTE, IL 61367
815-849-5476 •  www.woodhavenassociation.com

Congratulations to 
the Class of 2019!

CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS   OF                               2019!

www.ffsbweb.com  • (815) 857-3638

1 1 1  E .  M a i n  S t .   
A m b o y ,  I L  6 1 3 1 0

Alexis Gross Gavin Gross Sarahjo HindriksTrevyn Gunning Bailee Highbarger

Danielle 
Hochstatter

Savannah Ikens
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Amboy High School Top Students

The top 15 students of the Amboy High School 
Class of 2019 are Emma Bickett, Kelynn Boyle, 
Breanna Fisher, Bailee Highbarger, Savan-

nah Ikens, Noelle Jones, Clayton Kemp, Rachel Lachat, 
Shannon Lytle, Mitchell McLaughlin, Kaitlyn Ortgiesen, 
Mackenzie Payne, Cameron Simpson, Mary Thompson, 
Hunter Zimmerly. 

Emma Bickett

Bailey Highbarger

Bailee Highbarger is the daughter of Randy and 
Becky Highbarger of Amboy.

She participated in FFA (3 years), National 
Honor Society (2 years), Spanish Honor Society (3 years), 
Student Council (4 years), Leo’s Club (2 years) and Class 
Officer (4 years). She played varsity softball all four years 
of high school. As a freshman, she received academic all-
conference and honorable mention; sophomore year was 
awarded academic all-conference and second team all-
conference; junior year awarded team MVP, academic all-
conference, 1st team all-conference, and honorable men-
tion; and senior year, she received Athlete of the Week for 
the week of March 31-April 6.

She plans to attend Quincy University in Quincy and 
double major in Forensic Psychology and Spanish with 
a double minor in Arabic and Criminology. She will also 
join the Hawk softball team this fall. Her intended career 
is in the FBI as a detective for the Behavioral Analysis 
Unit.

Savannah Ikens

SIkens is the daughter of Shane and Toni Ikens of 
Amboy.

She participated in volleyball (freshman-se-
nior year) and received Most Determined Player Award 
(sophomore volleyball), Team Leader Award (fresh-
men volleyball), Best Serve (junior volleyball), softball 
(freshman-senior year) and received Second Team All-
Conference (junior softball), National Honor Society 
(sophomore-senior year), Spanish Honor Society (sopho-
more-senior year, vice president senior year), Leos Club 
(junior-senior year), Academic All-Conference and High 
Honor Roll (freshman-senior year). 

She plans to attend the University of Iowa in Iowa City, 
Iowa in the fall, where she will be a pre-med major in the 
college of Liberal Arts and Sciences to pursue a future ca-
reer in orthopedic surgery.

 Noelle Jones

Noelle Jones is the daughter of Betsy Jones and 
Willie Jones of Amboy.

She participated in volleyball, basketball, 
softball (all 4 years), received Golden Glove for Softball, 
was captain for the varsity basketball team (2 years), cap-
tain for the varsity volleyball team, MVP for varsity bas-
ketball (2 years), Athlete of the Week Sauk Valley News, 
Honorable Mention Sauk Valley, played in the All-Star 
Rock Valley Game, December Student of the Month-AHS, 
nominee for Young Women in Leadership-YWCA, Na-
tional Honor Society, Spanish Honor Society (president), 
and Leo’s Club.

She plans to attend Sauk Valley Community College 
to further her academic and athletic career. She signed to 

play basketball at SVCC in early December and she plans 
to get an Associates in Business and then transfer to the 
University of Wisconsin Madison to major in Business 
Administration (Real Estate Finance).

Clayton Kent

Clayton Kemp is the son of David and Kathy 
Kemp of Dixon.

He was a class officer 4 years (president 
freshman and junior, treasurer sophomore and senior), 
National Honor Society (3 years, vice president senior), 
Spanish Honor Society (3 years), Leos Club (2 years, 
vice president junior, president senior), Band (4 years, 
vice president junior), Outdoors Club (1 year, secretary), 
golf (varsity team 4 years, sectionals junior and senior, 
State, All-Conference Team, Low Stroke Male senior), 
and baseball (varsity 3 years sophomore-senior, Golden 
Glove senior, Honorable Mention junior). He is an Illinois 
State Scholar and on Highest Honor Role throughout high 
school.

He plans to attend Augustana College in Rock Island 
to study biology and health sciences. His future goal is to 
become a pediatrician.

Rachel Lachat

RLachat is the daughter of Frank and Keri La-
chat of Amboy.

She has been involved in basketball, volley-
ball, softball, track, FFA, school plays, school musicals, 
National Honor Society, Spanish Honor Society, Outdoors 
Club, and Leo’s Club. She received high honors on the 
honor roll, the All Academic Award, and the Triple Crown 
Award. 

She plans to attend Benedictine University in Lisle to 
major in Health Science. After graduating from Benedic-
tine, she plans to continue her education and become a cer-
tified Physician Assistant.

Shannon Lytle

Shannon Lytle is the daughter of Bruce and 
Christa Lytle of Dixon.

She has been involved in volleyball (4 years) 
MVP and 2nd team/academic all-conference, softball (4 
years) 2nd team/academic all-conference, National Honor 
Society, Spanish Honor Society and Leo’s Club.

She plans to attend Sauk Valley Community College in 
Dixon to study nursing and continue her volleyball career.

Mitchell McLaughlin

Mitchell McLaughlin is the son of Jim and 
Stephanie McLaughlin of Amboy.

He participated in baseball (2016 and 
2017 first team all-conference, 2017 team MVP and sil-
ver slugger), basketball (2017-18 and 2018-19 honorable 
mention all-conference), football (2018 first team all-con-

Emma Bickett is the daughter of Scott and Lisa 
Bickett of Sublette.

She is a member of the National Honor So-
ciety (secretary) and Spanish Honor Society. For the past 
four years, she has been involved in FFA, backstage crew 
for the musical and plays, Student Council, Leo’s Lions 
Club, and AYSO soccer. She has also been a member of 
the Maytown Comets 4-H club for the past eight years, 
holding secretary and vice president positions. Through-
out FFA she has attended National and State conventions, 
the Women Changing the Face of Ag Conference and 
many other agriculture events as well as teaching Ag in the 
Classroom to 8th graders at Amboy Junior High School.

She plans to attend Illinois State University in Normal 
and major in Elementary Education with an endorsement 
in math. In the future, she plans to teach 3rd or 4th graders.

Kelynn Boyle

Kelynn Boyle is the daughter of Jim and Tracy 
Boyle of Amboy.

She participated in track, cross country, 
National Honor Society, Outdoor Club, Leo’s Club and 
musical.

She received January Student of the Month, was ac-
cepted into National Honor Society, and went to state for 
cross country two years in a row.

She plans to get an Associate’s Degree at Sauk Valley 
Community College and also run track and cross country 
and then transfer to Carl Sandburg to become a dental hy-
gienist.

Breanna Fisher

Breanna Fisher is the daughter of Chad and Ni-
cole Fisher of Amboy.

She participated in basketball, track and 
FFA. She received the Letters About Literature Award, 
scholarship for Health Occupations Class at Whiteside 
Career Center, scholarship to play women’s basketball 
at Sauk Valley Community college, Country Companies 
Award for basketball, Most Improved Player Award for 
basketball, selected to play in the Sauk Valley Media All-
Star Basketball Classic and honor roll.

She plans to attend Sauk Valley Community College in 
Dixon as a nursing major to pursue a career as a registered 
nurse.
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ference), National Honor Society (2016-2019), Spanish 
Honor Society (2016-2019), Leo’s Club (2017-2019), and 
is an Illinois State Scholar.

He plans to attend the University of Wisconsin-Platte-
ville to study Ag Engineering and Technology.

Kaitlyn Ortgiesen

Kaitlyn Ortgiesen is the daughter of James and 
Kathy Ortgiesen of Dixon.

She participated in cross country (four 

AHS Top Students
The top 15 students are, front row left to right, Noelle Jones, Kelynn Boyle, Bailee 
Highbarger, Mary Thompson, Rachel Lachat, Emma Bickett; back row, Cameron 

Simpson, Mitchell McLaughlin, Savannah Ikens, Shannon Lytle, Kaitlyn Ortgiesen, 
Mackenzie Payne, Breanna Fisher, Hunter Zimmerly and Clayton Kemp.  

Amboy High School Top Students
years), track and field (four years), Leo Club (junior and 
senior), Student Council (treasurer), National Honor So-
ciety (president), Spanish Honor Society, Outdoor Club 
(2019), and Academic Team. She is an Illinois All-State 
Scholar, IMEA Illinois All-State Band Participant (2017), 
IMEA District Band Participant (2015-2018), and Amboy 
High School September Student of the Month.

She plans to attend the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign and major in biochemistry. She intends to be-
come a biomedical scientist and research various diseases. 
She hopes to one day work for the Centers for Disease 
Control.

Mackenzie Payne

Mackenzie Payne is the daughter of Crystal 
O’Malley and Timothy O’Malley of Amboy.

She participated in National Honor Soci-
ety, Spanish Honor Society, Leo’s Club, softball, Outdoor 
Club, Academic All-Conference, and is an Illinois State 
Scholar. 

Cameron Simpson

Cameron Simpson is the son of Dale and Melissa 
Simpson of Amboy.

He participated in National Honor Society, 
was Student of the Month, Whiteside Area Career Center 
Student of the Month for Computer Tech, TestOut PC Pro 
Certification Theater, Chorus: ILMEA All District Senior 
Chorus (3 years; 2 years with honors), ILMEA All State 
Chorus, and received the National School Choral Award.

He plans to earn Computer Technology certificates 
through TestOut. He will move to Las Vegas, Nev. and go 
into Computer Technology with a goal of becoming a net-
work or system administrator. 

Mary Thompson

Mary Thompson is the daughter of Brad and 
Jen Thompson of Amboy.

She is a member of the Illinois High 
School Rodeo Association, National Honor Society, Span-
ish Honor Society, FFA, 4-H, and Highest Honor Roll.

She plans to attend Oklahoma State University in Still-
water, Okla. and major in animal science. She then plans 
to continue on to veterinary school.

Hunter Zimmerly

Hunter Zimmerly is the son of Cory Zimmerly 
and Joanie Zimmerly of Amboy. 

He participated in baseball, football and 
basketball all four years. He is a member of National Hon-
or Society (treasurer) and Spanish Honor Society.

He plans to attend Waubonsee Community College in 
Sugar Grove, where he will play baseball. His future goal 
is to work in the architectural field. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
CLASS OF 2019!

25 E. Main St., Amboy, IL
www.sensient.com

Dr. Colin Baker, DC
815-857-2458

Congratulations to
the Class of 2019!

05222019

Congratulations Graduates of AHS

“Your Complete Elevator”

Stop in and see all we have to offer
www.sublettefarmerselevator.com

815-849-5222

05222019

Sublette Farmers Elevator Co.

577 US Highway Rt. 52
Sublette, IL 

4 Miles South of Amboy

(815) 849-5424
 www.shadyoakscc.com

Congratulations to all our graduates!
Junior Memberships: $175 per year, unlimited golf 

(excludes cart)
Kids 13 and under always play FREE!

Kids 14-18 play for 1/2 price-need valid DL to use cart)

05
22

20
19

Alexandra Jones Noelle Jones Rachel LachatClayton Kemp MacKenzie 
Ketchum

Chloe Landrus Maverick 
Lindenmeyer
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Good luck and congratulations!
As you celebrate your graduation, remember that 
anything is possible with hard work, integrity and 

perseverance. May the education and experience of 
your high school days serve you well in the 

years ahead, as you pursue new goals 
and your dreams for the future.

DIXON, 
GIESEN & 
FLESSNER

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
121 E. First Street

Dixon, IL
815-284-2288

Kelly Flessner, Partner - 
AHS Class of 2004

05222019

Caps off to You! 
We Salute Your 
Achievements!
Best Of Luck In The Future!

City of Amboy

10 E Division St • Amboy, IL
Ph: 815-857-3966

Hats off to our 
graduates!

The future is yours.

West Brooklyn: 
815-628-3121 

Triumph:
815-539-3121

www.gehantbank.com
E-Statements are here!

Congratulations to 
the Class of 2019!

We’re wishing you a bright future.

05
22
20
19

Shannon Lytle Gabriel Martinez Hayden MontovanMason McCoy Mitchell McLaughlin

Nicholas Moore Kaitlyn Ortgiesen
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102 Elm St., Franklin Grove, IL
815-456-2319

www.stenzelinsurance.com

05
22

20
19

We’re celebrating your hard work and achievement 
today, so give yourself a pat on the back. 

Congratulations, and may all of your hopes and 
dreams come true!

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS OF 2019!

Mackenzie Payne Creighton Pfeifer Robert RhodesFrank Piscitello David Polk

Hope Sachs Jake Schaver Mary Schoettle Neveah SheavesGabriel Shaw
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A Salute to the Class of 2019!
Here’s to Hoping You Achieve All 

Your Dreams for the Future!

Royal Alliance 
Associates, 

Inc.
Neil Brinkmeier

857-3484
05222019 1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL 61367

LORI ERBES, GRI
Owner/Managing Broker 

815-535-6295 • lorierbes@gmail.com

www.Erbes-Realty.com

Congratulations Class of  2019

05222019

Over 30 Years Experience

“I encourage you to live with life.  Be courageous, 

adventurous.  Give us a tomorrow, more than we 

deserve” – Maya Angelou 

Congratulations Class of 2019! 

www.pioneerstatebank.com 

Cameron Simpson Mike Stenzel Cody ThompsonKaitlyn Stevens Kelsey Stewart

Mary Thompson Abril Vazquez-
Tapia
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Autumn Welch Zachery Welch Hunter ZimmerlyLogan Whelchel Ashley Winters

Congratulations to all of the Graduates!
We’re proud of you, and we wish you a future 

filled with happiness and success.

AMBOY FOOD & LIQUOR
242 E. Main Street, 

Amboy IL. 61310 
815-857-7020

Coming Soon...
Amboy Deli

05222019


