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EASTER EGG 
HUNT

More than 150 children 
took part in the Annual Cliff 
Walter’s Easter Egg Hunt 
sponsored by the Amboy Lions 
Club on Saturday, April 20. 
The weather on Saturday 
was perfect for the event.  
Pictured left, Amboy Lion 
Club members colored 90 
dozen eggs on Friday. Pictures 
of the winners appear on 
Page A2.

Photos submitted

BY MONETTA YOUNG
Special to the Amboy News
DIXON — At the April Lee County Board meeting, the 

board denied a request for the zoning ordinance variation 
as recommended from the zoning board.

The Zoning Board had approved a petition from Kole 
and Kelsie Weaver for a special use permit. The couple 
was planning to purchase property and open a wedding 
barn on Sink Hollow Road, north of Illinois Route 2.

Several board members reported that they had been 
inundated by phone calls from citizens showing concerns 
over the possible ramifications of this type of venue in the 
quiet rural neighborhood. The major concerns had to deal 
with increased noise levels as well as increased traffic on 
Sink Hollow Road.

The zoning board had put several restrictions on the 
variance, including no music and alcohol after 11 p.m. When 
all was said and done the board voted no by an 11-9 vote. 

While those involved noted that the county could use the 
revenue that this type of venue could create, the members 
voted it down and for now it is a done deal.                                                                                                                     

The board appointed Foster Dorn as a trustee to the 
West Brooklyn Fire Protection District, Tyler Burke as a 
trustee to the Sublette Fire Protection District, Robert E. 
Jones as a trustee to the Sublette Fire Protection District, 
Edwin Lilja as a trustee to the Amboy Fire Protection 
District, and Jeffrey Politsch as a trustee of the Paw Paw 
Fire Protection District. 

They also appointed Michael Napodano as a commis-
sioner of the Lee County Housing Authority and Christ 
Henkel to the Lee county Regional Planning Commission.

Board makes 
appointments to fire 
protection districts

AMBOY — The Amboy 
Fire Department is asking for 
the community’s assistance 
after the home of two of its 
lifetime members burned 
down on April 18.

“We need help supporting 
one of our own Amboy Fire 
Lifetime Members. Les and 
Betty Shaw’s home was 
mostly consumed by fire this 
morning,” the fire depart-
ment posted on Facebook. 

The Amboy Volunteer 
Firemen Association has set 
up a bank account at the First 
National Bank in Amboy un-
der Les and Betty Shaw Fire 
Account. Donations can also 
be mailed to Amboy Fire-
men/Shaw Fire Account, PO 
Box 165, Amboy IL 61310. 

Donations of personal or 
household cleaning supplies 
can be dropped off at Dinges 
Fire Company, 243 E Main 
Amboy. 

The fire department is 
also hosting a raffle to benefit 
Les and Betty Shaw. Raffle 
tickets will be available be-

ginning on Saturday, April 
27. Tickets are $5 a ticket 
or 5 for $20. Prizes in the 
raffle include a crossbow, 
guns or monetary prizes. 
You can pick up your raffle 
tickets from Amboy volun-
teer firemen.

Les and Betty have been 
members of Amboy Fire 
and Blackhawk Firefighters 
Association for more than 
20 years. 

Amboy fire members 
lose home to fire, 
donations sought 

Mobile 
health care 
for rural 
communities

MANLIUS — It’s a rela-
tionship of trust and gratitude 
between OSF HealthCare 
and the King family of 
rural Manlius. The family 
is grateful and is showing 
their appreciation with the 
donation of a mobile health 
center, a Care-A-Van. Similar 
to one already operating in 
Peoria, the OSF King Care-
A-Van will service Bureau, 
Henry, LaSalle and Putnam 
Counties.   

Aimed at serving primari-
ly rural residents, the van can 
provide screenings, immuni-
zations and health education. 
Working with employers, 
churches, schools and com-
munity organizations, the 
OSF King Care-A-Van can 
connect with patients with a 
health need and who might 
not be able to get to a doctor 
on their own.

The van is slated to be-
gin caring for patients this 
summer. 

A blessing and dedication 
of the OSF King Care-A-Van 
will take place at 2 p.m. 
on Wednesday, April 24 at 
the King family residence, 
23565 County Road 775 East 
Street, Walnut.

House OKs doubling of fines for drivers 
who pass stopped school buses

By GRANT MORGAN
Capitol News Illinois
gmorgan@capitolnewsillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD – Drivers who 

don’t stop for school buses could see 
a doubling in ticket fines under a pro-
posed state law that passed the House 
on Thursday. 

House Bill 1873, sponsored by GOP 
Rep. Darren Bailey of Xenia, doubles 
the fine for first offenses to $300 from 
$150, and for second offenses to $1,000 
from $500. 

It passed the House on Thursday 
morning by a vote of 74-16, with 12 
representatives voting present after 
extended and heated debate.  

Bailey called the bill a matter of 
“public safety, to protect school children 
as they load and unload off buses.” 

Critics said increasing penalties don’t 
deter people from violating the law, and 
provide only extra hardship for those 
who already have the least ability to 
pay them.

Chicago Democrat Melissa Con-
years-Ervin was the first to voice oppo-
sition, saying she could not support the 
bill if the public is not educated about 
it simultaneously.

“Residents that can’t pay it may lose 

their license, may in turn not be able to 
go to work, and may in turn not be able 
to put food on the table for their children.

“There are people that will have no 
clue of this legislation, and all the bill 
will do is put them in a deeper hole,” 
Conyears-Ervin said.

Bailey said he’d be willing to work 
with her on educating the public about 
the change in fine structure, because ed-
ucation “is what will raise the awareness 
to protect our children.” 

Others, like Jacksonville Republican 
C.D. Davidsmeyer, said a driver’s first 
violation of the law should be enough 
education.

HB 1873 changes only the fine struc-
ture for school bus violations. 

It does not change other provisions 
of current law for drivers to have their 
licenses suspended for three months for 
first violations and for a year for second 
violations. 

In those cases, drivers can apply 
to the Secretary of State’s office for a 
restricted driver permit, which allows 
them to drive to and from work.

Plainfield GOP Rep. Mark Batinick, 
one of the bill’s sponsors, said even with 
the doubled fines, Illinois’ laws for fail-
ing to stop for school buses are weak. 

“I’m sitting over here stunned that 
we’re putting the price tag to say [an 
extra] $150 is too much for a school 
kid,” Batinick said. 

He referenced other states’ penalties, 
some of which include jail time and fines 
as much as $10,000. 

Minnesota, he said, has a $500 fine 
and 90 days of jail time for a first offense. 

“We’re at the low end of the fines 
on this, which is probably why it keeps 
happening, because nobody cares about 
the fine,” Batinick yelled.

Bailey said Illinois school bus drivers 
reported more than 20,000 instances 
where buses were passed while the 
“STOP” arm was out in 2017, according 
to a survey by ABC 7 in Chicago. 

Opponents maintained that doubling 
fines is regressive, and would result 
only in financial hurt for those who 
can’t pay it. 

“This bill is based on a flawed prem-
ise,” said Democrat Will Guzzardi of 
Chicago. “The idea [is] that by raising 
penalties on certain types of behaviors, 
we will deter those behaviors. 

“Raising the fines isn’t going to keep 
our kids any safer. It will just take more 
money out of the pockets of people who 
can least afford it.” 

AMBOY — The Lee County Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) in Amboy is 
reminding the farmers and farm land-
owners the importance for everyone 
participating in FSA programs to make 
sure their records with the county office 
are accurate. 

Any change in the following re-
quires the updates and changes to be 
shared with the Lee County FSA Office:

• Mailing address and email address 
changes

• Direct deposit and bank account 

changes
• Death of a farmer or associate on 

the farm (Successor-in-Interest).
• Entity status (Individual, Trust, 

Partnership, Estates, etc)
• Change in operator, tenant or land 

ownership
• Farm changes when land is sold 

or purchased (copy of Recorded Deed)
• Changing administrative counties
• Land brought into production or 

clearing of brush and trees
• Before new tile is installed

Updating record changes now will 
save time during contract sign-up. 
Farm changes will also significantly 
impact your acreage reports that are 
filed annually with the Farm Service 
Agency and your crop insurance agent. 

Our records are only as accurate as 
you report them.

For more information regarding 
FSA programs contact the Lee County 
FSA Office or visit the USDA Web site 
at http://www.usda.gov.

Report changes to your farm operation
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SINCE 1854

12 Months - $37.25
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www.johnsontractor.com
04072019

Rochelle
1030 S 7th St

Rochelle, IL 61068
1-800-262-1680

Amboy
340 N Metcalf Ave
Amboy, IL 61319

1-800-957-2513

Developed from the ground up, Radius® delivers commercial durability, reliability and 
operator comfort our customers expect from an Exmark® zero-turn rider. These mowers 
provide landscape professionals and homeowners with Exmark’s signature cut quality, 
reduced-maintenance and increased productivity. 

TAKING THE INDUSTRY BY STORM.

exmark.com

$4,999
RADIUS MOWERS STARTING AT

Visit exmark.com or your dealer for complete financing details.

ATTRACTIVE 
RETAIL FINANCING

GOING ON NOW

19-206-C

Based on 44” Radius E-Series with Exmark 702 V-Twin engine 
and model number RAE702GEM44300. See your dealer for details.

Amboy Lions Club Cliff Walter’s Easter Egg Hunt winners

First place for the 2-3 
year olds Kendall Helms

Second place for the 2-3 
year olds Blake Montavon

Third place for the 2-3 
year olds Myles Riley

First place for the 4-5 
year olds McKenzie Warner

Second place for the 
4-5 year olds Kainan and 
Annelise Considine

Third place for the 4-5 
year olds Amelia Ortiz

First place for the 6-7 
year olds Jason Villegas

Third place for the 6-7 
year olds Grace Conderman

First place for the 8-10 year olds Kassidy Matson and 
Carmen Patterson

Second place for the 8-10 
year olds Mackenzie Sus

Third place for the 8-10 
year olds Kaleb McPhail

DIXON — The Reagan Run began in 
2000 with 315 runners and walkers. In 
2018 there were over 1350 participants on 
race day, this included participants from 19 
states and 2 countries. The Reagan Run 5K 
Race is an annual event held in conjunction 
with the Petunia Festival in Dixon, during 
the first week of July and celebrates its 20th 
Anniversary this year.

The 20th annual Reagan Run 5K will 
be held at 8 a.m., on Saturday, July 6, at 
the Ronald Reagan Boyhood Home, 816 S. 
Hennepin Ave. 

Registration is available online at get-
meregistered.com or at the Dixon Chamber 
and Main Street office, 87 S. Hennepin Ave. 
Registration fees are as follows: $20 through 
May 31, $25 June 1 through June 23, $30 
June 24 through July 5, $35 on race day 
before 7:30 a.m. at Haymarket Square, $10 
for Active Military personnel. 

Race features include: bib tag timing, 

water stations, medical team, free massage 
for participants, post-race refreshments, start 
mats, and t-shirts while supplies last. 

Packet Pickup is from 11 a.m. – 5 p.m., 
Friday, July 5, at the Dixon YMCA, 110 N 
Galena Ave., or on race day at Haymarket 
Square 317 W. Third Street. Race day regis-
tration is also at Haymarket Square.

The Free Kid’s Fun Run will start promptly 
at 7:30 a.m. This is a fun and safe event for 
kids 9 and under. The course is 6/10ths of a 
mile, it will begin at the corner of Hennepin 
Ave. and 8th Street and end at Haymarket 
Square. T-shirts available while supplies last, 
pre-registration is encouraged.

Gather your co-workers and join the Cor-
porate Challenge. 

A minimum of five runners is required 
and companies can enter more than one team. 
Please pre-register by July 5.

For more information and a link to reg-
istration please visit www.reaganrun.com.

Annual Reagan Run set for July 6 Two graduate from Illinois Farm 
Bureau Agricultural Leaders of 
Tomorrow Program

LEE COUNTY — Illinois Farm Bureau® 
(IFB) created Agricultural Leaders of To-
morrow (ALOT), an agricultural leadership 
development program designed to give par-
ticipants a head-start on tackling tomorrow’s 
responsibilities.

Twenty-one IFB members representing 
seventeen counties have successfully com-
pleted the 40th ALOT program. Evan Quinn, 
of Franklin Grove and Matt Schoenholz, of 
Paw Paw, represented Lee County as part of 
this year’s program. The 2019 ALOT sessions 
were held in Oglesby, Cambridge, Polo, 
Springfield, and Bloomington. 

To date, more than 1,000 participants 

have graduated from the program since its 
inception. 

The nine-week training program allows 
participants to study and develop leadership 
skills in the areas of communication, political 
process, agricultural economics, and global 
issues.    

The Illinois Farm Bureau is a member 
of the American Farm Bureau Federation, a 
national organization of farmers and ranchers. 
Founded in 1916, IFB is a non-profit, member-
ship organization controlled by farmers who 
join through their county Farm Bureau. IFB 
represents two out of three Illinois farmers.  

For more information, visit www.ilfb.org.
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Email calendar items to 
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Amboy Community Center
280 W. Wasson Road  • 1-815-262-7516, reservations

04
24

20
19

A United Way Agency

Senior Dining Menu
April 29 – May 3   

8 oz. of low-fat milk served with each meal
Monday – Meatball sub, peas & carrots, seasoned potato wedges, 
mandarin oranges
Tuesday – Sweet & sour chicken, fluffy rice, stir fry veggies, 
dinner roll, apricots
Wednesday – Salisbury steak, cheesy potatoes, green beans, 
dinner roll, sliced peaches
Thursday – A) Southwest salad-black beans, corn, cheese, 
chicken, tomato, onion-dinner roll/butter, fruit juice  B) Soup & 
Sandwich, chicken rice & tuna salad
Friday – Hot ham & cheese, wheat bun, tator tots, baked beans, 
diced pears

Reservations needed
10:00 am day before

Meals served
Mon.-Fri. at 11:30 am

714 Main St. 
Mendota 

 815-539-7011  
Carry-Outs 

ALWAYS Available

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

Serving Lunch Tuesday-Saturday from 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Friday, April 26
Kentucky Bourbon Glazed Pork Chops

Saturday, April 27
Cookout Night! Steak or Chops

Includes potato, vegetable, salad bar, dessert

Tuesday Night
10 oz. 

Ribeye special 
for only $12.95!

THURSDAY NIGHT 
IS WING NIGHT!

Bone or boneless
Hot • Garlic • Mild • BBQ

Kamakaze • Garlic 
Parmesan

04222019

Stop in and sign up to be a Gaming Rewards member. 
Win $$$ and prizes. No purchase necessary.

GREEN RIVER 
CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. Colin Baker, D.C. - CCSP®

Kids - Family - Athletes - Auto Accidents - Worker’s Comp

Keep your health flowing with chiropractic care!

Protect Your Home - Liability

N18-39BA

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell Mutual 
Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2018.

YOU CAN’T PREDICT ACCIDENTS. 
ONLY PLAN FOR THEM.
Our Umbrella coverage provides additional liability protection, 
ensuring an accident today doesn’t jeopardize your plans for 
tomorrow. Trust in Tomorrow.® Contact us today.

EVERYTHING YOU 
NEED TO TAKE ON 
TOMORROW
Grinnell Mutual offers the comprehensive 
insurance you need to protect what’s 
important to you. No matter what happens, 
you can be sure we’ll keep our promise for a 
better tomorrow. 
Trust in Tomorrow.®   

Contact us today.

Our Family Protecting Your Family For 50 Years

04
24

20
19

Tess Fleming

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell 
Mutual Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2019.

245 E. Main St. • P.O. Box 162 • Amboy, IL 61310-0162

Tonja Greenfield
General Manager

Office: 815-857-2311
Fax: 815-857-2517

tgreenfield@amboynews.com 

Phone (815) 849-5232
or 1(800) 227-5203
Fax (815) 849-5516

GARY DINGES
(815) 857-2110

EVENINGS

Speeding
On April 16, at 10:04 

a.m., Jordan A. Curtis, 22, 
of Paragould, Ark., was 
issued a traffic citation for 
speeding 49 mph in a 30 mph 
speed zone. He was issued 
a citation and released after 
posting bond.

Aggravated Assault
On April 11, at 11:38 

p.m., Sarah R. Zorica, 40, 
of Amboy, was arrested for 
aggravated assault. She was 
taken to the Lee County Jail.

Speeding
On April 15, at 8:16 p.m., 

Rosa L. Barb, 64, of Sterling, 
was issued a traffic citation 
for speeding 47 mph in a 30 
mph speed zone. She was 

issued a traffic citation and 
released after posting bond.

Speeding
On April 20, at 11 p.m., 

Elizandro L. Cabada, 48, 
of Oak Lawn, was issued a 
traffic citation for speeding 
45 mph in a 30 mph speed 
zone. She was issued a traffic 
citation and released after 
posting bond.

Speeding
On April 20, at 5:36 p.m., 

Mikayla F. McWelty, 19, of 
Amboy, was issued a traffic 
citation for speeding 44 mph 
in a 30 mph speed zone. She 
was issued a traffic citation 
and released after posting 
bond.

POLO — Tri County Gun Club of Polo, will be having an 
open house on May 4 and 5, from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. each day.

This is open to the public at no charge. All of the ranges will 
be open with a range officer or instructor in charge. There will be 
10 different shooting sports in session and an archery area also.  
There will be manufacturer’s representatives in attendance 
both days.

There will be raffles and door prizes. There will be a food 
stand from11a.m. – 2 p.m. each day.

Tri County Gun Club is located between Polo and Milled-
gevile on South Brookville Road just north of Hazelhurst. 
Watch for the gun club signs.

Tri County Gun Club 
to host open house

Farm Service Agency 
issues maintenance 
reminders for CRP 
acres

AMBOY — The Lee County Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
is informing producers with land in the Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) to inspect the cover on their CRP land.   

“There is a real concern in our office about weeds on 
CRP land, especially noxious weeds like Canada Thistles,” 
said Jerald Quinton, County Executive Director of the Lee 
County FSA Office.

Quinton is asking that all CRP participants check their 
CRP land to make sure they do not have any weedy patches 
that would threaten the approved cover on their CRP land. 
If you do have any weedy patches, Quinton asks that you 
please spot mow or spray these areas to control the weeds, 
immediately.

Participants need to also inspect the general condition of 
the acreage devoted to CRP and check that the crop lines have 
not changed. This is especially important with sod waterways 
enrolled in the continuous CRP. Waterways are designed for a 
unique width and shape for that watershed to be eligible to be 
in CRP.  Waterways or buffers not being properly maintained 
will have to be corrected to the original design and specs by 
Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS).

The Lee County FSA Committee established the following 
rates for 2019 for failure to control noxious weeds or undesir-
able vegetation that competes or prohibits the establishment 
of the approved conservation practices:

Non-control of weeds $14.20 per acre (times 2)
Non-control of wind or water erosion $25.70 per acre 

(times 2)
Failure to establish or maintain eligible cover $25.70 per 

acre (times 2)
Unauthorized haying or grazing – Value x Acres x 2
All CRP maintenance activity, such as mowing, burning, 

and spraying, is conducted outside the primary nesting or 
brood rearing season for wildlife and according to the conser-
vation plan, except that spot treatment of the acreage may be 
allowed during the primary nesting or brood rearing season 
if the weeds, insects or undesirable species would adversely 
impact the approved cover and approval is granted by the 
Lee County FSA Committee. 

Anyone with questions or concerns regarding this matter 
should contact the Lee County FSA Office at 815-857-3621. Or 
visit the Farm Service Agency’s website at www.fsa.usda.gov.

AMBOY-The Amboy 
CUSD #272 Board of Edu-
cation will meet at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, April 25, at Amboy 
Junior High School, 140 S. 
Appleton.

DIXON-The Lee County 
Health Department, 309 S. 
Galena Ave., will have Child-
hood Immunization Clinics, 
by appointment only.  Call 
815-284-3371 to schedule 
an appointment or to find out 
about other services offered, 
like Flu and other Adult Vac-
cines, free radon test kits or 
the application process for 
medical cannabis.

DIXON-The Expressions 
Art Exhibt and Sale Recep-
tion will be held from 5 to 8 
p.m. on Friday, April 26, at 
The Next Picture Show, 113 
W. First St. The sale is a major 
fundraiser for the Sinnissippi 
Foundation. Call815-284-
6611 or visit www.sinnissip-
pi.org for more information.

F R A N K L I N 
GROVE-Chaplin Creek 
Village will have a spring 
cleaning of the campus at 9 
a.m. on Saturday, April 27, 
and all volunteers are wel-
come to come out and help 
make the site beautiful!

DIXON-The Phidian Art 
Club 31st Annual Literary 

Competition winners will 
be presented at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday, April 28, at the 
Dixon Public Library, 221 
S. Hennepin Ave. The public 
is invited.

AMBOY-The Pankhurst 
Memorial Library Book 
Club will meet at 4:30 p.m. 
on Monday, April 29, at the 
Library, 3 S. Jefferson. Call 
the library at 815-857-3925 
for more information.

ROCK FALLS -The 
American Red Cross, in 
coordination with Mayor 
William B. Wescott of Rock 
Falls and Bethany Bland, 
President/CEO of Rock Falls 
Chamber of Commerce, will 
hold two monthly Blood 
Drives on the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month 
at the Rock Falls Community 
Building, 601 W. 10th St. The 
first Wednesday of the month 
drive will be held from 1 to 6 
p.m. on Wednesday, May 1. 
The third Wednesday of the 
month drive, May 15, will 
be from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. 
Call 800-733-2767 or visit 
redcrossblood.org to make 
an appointment to donate.

POLO-The Tri-Coun-
ty Gun Club of Polo, S. 
Brookville Rd., will have 
a Open House from 9 a.m. 
until 4 p.m. on Saturday, May 

4, and Sunday, May 5. This 
event is open to the public at 
no charge. A food stand will 
be open from 11 a.m. until 2 
p.m. each day.

AMBOY-The Amboy 
Fire Protection District will 
meet at 8 a.m. on Monday, 
May 6, at the Fire Station, 
25 N. East Ave.

AMBOY-The City of 
Amboy committee meetings 
will be held at 6 p.m. on Mon-
day, May 6, at the Community 
Building, 280 W. Wasson Rd.

AMBOY-The Board of 
Trustees of Amboy Town-
ship will meet at 7 p.m. on 
Wednesday, May 8, at the 
Amboy Township Building, 
106 S. Prospect.

AMBOY-Immanuel Lu-
theran Church, 960 US RT 52, 
will host Community Bingo 
at 10 a.m. on Thursday, May 
9. Bingo will be followed by 
a light lunch. Call the church 
at 815-857-2225 for more 
information.

SVCC Phi Theta 
Kappa hosts political 
identity discussion 

DIXON — Sauk Valley Community College’s Phi Theta 
Kappa Honors Society (PTK) hosts ‘Political Identity’, a panel 
discussion, on Thursday, May 2 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
in the Jerry Mathis Theatre. 

Local officials and politicians have been invited to partic-
ipate in this panel discussion regarding ‘Political Identity’ to 
help the public understand how our area representatives have 
come to identify with their political views. In this non-partisan 
discussion, guests will be asked to share background informa-
tion that helped shape who they are and what they stand for. 

Among the speakers for the event will be Sterling Mayor, 
Skip Lee. 

The public is welcome to this free event. For questions, 
please contact Rachel Brunner, rachel.d.brunner@svcc.edu. 

Recycle! Recycle! 
Recycle!
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The Amboy News will print DEATH NOTICES (approximately 50 words including 
name, age, date of death, time/date of services) free of charge. OBITUARIES will 
be printed at a cost of $25 to be billed to the arranging funeral home or prepaid 

with cash, check or credit card. Please submit obituaries or death notices to 
tgreenfield@amboynews.com.

Amboy News Obituary Policy

Billy Joe McCoy
Dec. 10, 1951 - April 16, 2019

The Following 
Community 
Businesses 

Sponsor Area 
Church News:

Sensient  Flavors,  LLC.
815-857-3691

Gehant Bank
West Brooklyn 

Member F.D.I.C.
815-628-3121

Mihm-Jones Funeral 
Home

815-857-2611

Vaessen Brothers
 Chevrolet  

815-849-5232

First National Bank 
in Amboy

Member F.D.I.C.
815- 857-3625

KSB Medical Center 
815-857-3044

The Amboy News
815-857-2311

St. Patrick Church
Rev. Timothy Draper
32 N Jones, Amboy 

815-857-2315 • www.stpatrickamboy.org
Masses: Monday, Wednesday & Friday 5 pm

Tuesday & Thursday 7 am
Saturday 4 pm • Sunday 9 am

Confessions: Saturday, 3-3:45 pm
Wednesday, 5:30-6:15 pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Friday, 8am-5 pm

St. Mary Church
Rev. Timothy Draper

912 Walton Rd., Walton
815-857-2670

Mass: Saturday, 5:30 pm

First Congregational United Church of 
Christ of Lee Center

Pastor Jack M. Briggs
1140 Inlet Road, Lee Center
www.LeeCenter-UCC.org

Phone 815-732-7032 
Family Worship - 10:30 a.m.  

St. Flannen Church
Rev. Timothy Draper

213 S Second St., Harmon
815-857-2670

Mass: Sunday, 7:30 am

United First Church of Amboy
Pastor Mark Glenn

East Main & Jefferson
815-440-0745

Sunday Worship - 9:00 a.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

Grace Fellowship Church – Amboy
Pastor Brian McWethy

37 S. East Avenue, (Farm Bureau Bldg.)
815-857-3900

Sunday Worship Service 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
 www.graceisforyou.com

East Grove Union Church
Pastor Richard Wulf, 815-440-5321

449 Reuter Road, Amboy
Phone 815-376-6661

1/2 Mile East of Route 26 on Union Rd.
Sun., 9:00 a.m. Morning Service
Youth Church, ages 3-Grade 4

10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Ages 3 - Adult
6:00 p.m. Evening Service

Wed., 6:00 p.m. Prayer & Bible Study
First Sunday night of each month, 6:00p.m. 

First Sunday Family Film Night
Fourth Saturday of each month, 6:00p.m.

“Fun & Fellowship Game Night 
for the Whole Family!”

Come as you are and join us on the journey!

 First Baptist Church
Pastor Rocky Fritz

24 N. Mason Avenue
Church Phone 857-2682

www.fbcamboy.com
Sunday School for all ages - 9:30 a.m.

Morning Service - 10:30 a.m.
Evening Service - 6 p.m.

Wed. prayer meeting & Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
King’s Kids program from 6:30-8 p.m. Friday 
Reformers Unanimous addictions program 

from 7-9 p.m.

St. James Evangelical 
Congregational Church
Robert Dunbar., Pastor

US Route 52 & Red Brick Rd.,Dixon
815-288-2447

Sunday 10:45 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

Ladies Bible Study, Wed. 9 a.m.

St. Mary’s Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

West Brooklyn
Tuesday & Thursday - 7:30 a.m.

Saturday - 5:30 p.m.

St. Patrick Church
Rev. Randy Fronek - Maytown

Mass - Fri. 8 a.m., Sun, 8 a.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor Barb Otten
960 U.S. Route 52
Phone 857-2225

Sun. Worship - 9:00 a.m. Fellowship - 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School - 9:40-10:15 a.m.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

Locust Street, Sublette
Phone 815-849-5412

Saturday Mass - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass -10:30 a.m.

Wednesday - 8:00 a.m.
Thursday - 8:30 a.m.

Refuge Church
Pastor John Kalebaugh

Mendota Hills Campground • 642 Rt. 52
Amboy, IL 61310 • 815-849-5930

10 a.m. Sunday, potluck follows

Harmon United Methodist Church
Pastor Leanne Keate

202 N. Grove, Harmon
Phone 359-7302

Worship - 8:30 a.m.

If someone has done something kind for you, let them 
know by nominating them for the “Thank You Neighbor 

Rose. Send a brief description of their act of kindness to: 
The Amboy News, P.O. Box 162, Amboy, IL 61310

Limit 40 Words Per Nomination • One Nomination Per Person Per Month

Thank You Neighbor

DIXON — Billy Joe 
“Tink” McCoy, 67, of Dixon, 
passed away on Tuesday, 
April 16, 2019 at CGH Hos-
pital in Sterling. 

He was Homecoming 
King at Amboy High School 
in 1969 and graduated in 
1970. 

Billy worked for Dixon 
Web for 50 years prior his 
retirement.

Billy was born on Dec. 
10, 1951, in Dixon, the son 
of Rueben Lee and Hedy 
(Logan) McCoy. He married 
Susan (nee: Haenitsch) Sum-
mers, known as “Papa and 
Ami” they have been insep-
arable for 40 years, married 
17 of those years on Feb. 23, 
2002 in Dixon. 

Billy enjoyed riding his 
motorcycle, but most of all 
loved spending time with 
his family. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Susan; seven children, Lisa 
Henegar, of Dixon, Laura 
(Andy) Atkinson, of Frank-
lin Grove, Leslie Lauzon, 
of Franklin Grove, Scott 
(Christine) Lauzon, of Free-
port, Troy Bradley, of Dixon, 
Gordon (Linda Hendrickson) 

Bradley, of Rock Falls, and 
Teresa Bradley, of Dixon; 24 
grandchildren: Kyle Bradley, 
Kristi Scott, Matthew Reyn-
olds, Stephanie Reynolds, 
Nathan Lauzon, Mandy 
Dummer, Stevie Dummer, 
Michelle Atkinson, Andrew 
Atkinson, Sisi Atkinson 
Williams, David Atkinson, 
Erik Atkinson, Brian Atkin-
son, Brendon Atkinson, Sara 
Thompson, Brittany Pottorff, 
Katy Lauzon, Joey Lauzon, 
Kassie Lauzon, Cory Brad-
ley, Jacob Bradley, Jozlyn 
Bradley and Lisa Hendrick-
son; beloved Papa to numer-
ous great-grandchildren and  
great-great-grandchildren; 
three brothers, Jim McCoy, 
of Pensacola, Fla., Tony 
(Diane) McCoy, of Amboy 
and Tim (Connie) McCoy, of 
Amboy; and one step-sister 
Cindy (Dan) Anderson, of 
Amboy; and many nieces 
and nephews.

Billy is preceded in death 
by his parents and one infant 
sister, Dara Jeanette McCoy. 

A celebration of life will 
be held at a later date. 

Cremation Rites have 
been accorded. 

Honorary pallbearers 
are Kyle Bradley, Anakin 
Bradley, Scott Lauzon, Troy 
Bradley, Gordon Bradley, 
Cory Bradley, Jake Bradley, 
Matt Reynolds, Andy Atkin-
son, David Atkinson, Erik 
Atkinson, Brian Atkinson, 
Brandon Atkinson, Stevie 
Dummer, Joey Lauzon and 
Nathan Lauzon. 

A memorial has been 
established. 

Arrangements were com-
pleted by Preston-Schilling 
Funeral Home in Dixon.

Condolences may be sent 
to www.prestonschilling.
com.

STERLING — Everyone is invited and 
welcome to attend the Rock River Hospice 
and Home yearly memorial service to honor 
loved ones who died during the past year. The 
service will be held at 3 p.m., on Sunday, May 
19 at First Presbyterian Church, 410 Second 
Avenue in Sterling. 

Remembering is how we carry our loved 
ones into the future with us. Come remember 
and celebrate those being missed. 

There will be a candle lighting service, 

special music, and readings. 
We welcome all who have lost loved ones 

regardless of using hospice services. Light 
refreshments will be served following the 
service.

If you did not use hospice and would like 
your loved one’s name included in the pre-
sentation, contact Rock River Hospice and 
Home at 815-625-3858. 

Rock River Hospice and Home is a United 
Way Agency.

Rock River Hospice and Home to 
host yearly memorial service 

Kevin J. Powers
Dec. 13, 1959 - March 11, 2019

AUSTIN, Texas – Kevin 
J. Powers, 59, of Austin, Tex-
as, formerly of Amboy, died 
March 11, 2019, at his home.

Kevin was born Dec. 13, 
1959, in Mendota, the son of 
Joseph and Elaine (Herbert) 
Powers. 

He attended Amboy 
schools. He was a talented 
golfer and basketball player. 
He continued to play both 
sports while at Highland 
Community College. He then 
graduated from Southern 
Illinois University.

He is survived by both 
his parents; his daughter, 

Elizabeth (Michael) Luther, 
of Corpus Christi, Texas; 
his son, Blake (Kelsey) 
Powers, of Austin, Texas; 
his grandchildren, Brooke, 
A.J., and Carly, of Austin; 
his brothers, Mark Powers 
and Stephen (Nicole) Powers, 
both of Amboy; and his sister, 
Barbara (James) Berger, Ark.

He was preceded in death 
by the mother of their chil-
dren, Connie Cimino Powers.

Cremation rites have been 
accorded. Burial of the cre-
mated remains will take place 
at a later date at St. Patrick 
Cemetery, Amboy.

Get prepared for severe weather
STERLING — Severe weather season 

is here. Would you like to have a better 
understanding of tornadoes, thunderstorms, 
lightning, and other types of severe weather? 
If so, consider attending a Severe Weather 
Webinar from 1:30 – 3 p.m., on April 25, at 
the Whiteside Extension Office in Sterling 
or you can attend at home on your own 
computer.

Extension Educator and weather instruc-
tor Duane Friend will cover current research 

on tornadoes and lightning; types of torna-
does and thunderstorms; Information on 
tornadic winds, damage and protection, and 
interesting facts on tornadoes, thunderstorms 
and lightning

The seminar is free to attend, but regis-
tration is required. Space is limited. 

Registration deadline is April 24. Register 
on line at https://go.illinois.edu/storm or call 
815-632-3611 if you would like to attend at 
the Whiteside Extension Office.

Foreign persons must report U.S. 
agricultural land holdings

AMBOY — Lee County Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) Executive Director Jerald 
Quinton reminds foreign persons with an 
interest in agricultural lands in the United 
States they are required to report their holdings 
and any transactions to the U.S. Secretary of 
Agriculture. 

“Any foreign person who acquires, 
transfers or holds any interest, other than a 
security interest, in agricultural land in the 
United States is required by law to report the 
transaction no later than 90 days after the date 
of the transaction,” said Quinton. 

Foreign investors must file Agricultural 
Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFI-
DA) reports with the FSA county office that 
maintains reports for the county where the 
land is located.

“Failure to file a report, filing a late report 
or filing an inaccurate report can result in a 
penalty with fines up to 25 percent of the 

fair market value of the agricultural land,” 
said Quinton.

For AFIDA purposes, agricultural land is 
defined as any land used for farming, ranching 
or timber production, if the tracts total 10 
acres or more.

Disclosure reports are also required when 
there are changes in land use. For example, 
reports are required when land use changes 
from nonagricultural to agricultural or from 
agricultural to nonagricultural. Foreign in-
vestors must also file a report when there is 
a change in the status of ownership such as 
owner changes from foreign to non-foreign, 
from non-foreign to foreign or from foreign 
to foreign.

Data gained from these disclosures is used 
to prepare an annual report to the President 
and Congress concerning the effect of such 
holdings upon family farms and rural com-
munities in the United States. 
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SOCIAL NEWS
The Book Nook

By:
Tatjana Kazan

‘My Beloved Orchids’

1. We hold you in our thoughts and memories forever.
2. May God cradle you in His arms, now and forever.
3  Forever missed, never forgotten. May God hold you in the palm of

His hand.
4. Thank you for the wonderful days we shared together. My prayers will be with you

until we meet again.
5. The days we shared were sweet. I long to see you again in God’s heavenly glory.
6. Your courage and bravery still inspire us all, and the memory of your smile fills us with

joy and laughter.
7. Though out of sight, you’ll forever be in my heart and mind.
8. The days may come and go, but the times we shared will always

remain.
9. May the light of peace shine on your face for eternity.

10. May God’s angels guide you and protect you throughout time.
11. You were a light in our life that burns forever in our hearts.
12. May God’s graces shine over you for all time.
13. You are in our thoughts and prayers from morning to night and from year to year.
14. We send this message with a loving kiss for eternal rest and

happiness.
15. May the Lord bless you with His graces and warm, loving heart.

Name of deceased
Relationship to me  Number of selected verse
Date of birth  Date of passing
Additional information

Print your name here
Address  Phone number
City  State  Zip

The memorials will be similar 
to the sample below:

(actual size)

Andrews, David C.
July 10, 1961-May 5, 1980

May God’s angels
guide you and

protect you
throughout time.

Always in our hearts,
John and Mona Andrews

and Family
(SAMPLE)

We remember those who have passed away and are especially dear to us.
On Wednesday, May 22nd The Amboy News will publish a special Memorial Day page devoted to those

who are gone but not forgotten.

To remember your loved one in this special way, send $10.00 per listing. Your special
tribute will become a permanent memorial record in our paper.

Deadline is Thursday, May 16, at 3 p.m.
Fill out the form below and drop off or mail to:

The Amboy News
(With Fondest Memories)

245 E. Main Street, P.O. Box 162
Amboy, IL 61310

Please publish my tribute in the special Memorial Day Page on May 22nd.

Deadline is Thursday, May 16, at 3 p.m.

04
24

20
19

815-539-5142
705 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL

815-539-5142  • License #104005528

Crossroads 
Coffee      House

The             Road
Less Traveled

Located at The Mendota Civic Center, 1901 Tom Merwin Drive
(North Rt. 251 by Lake Mendota) 

www.crossroadsHOP.com • coffee@crossroadsHOP.com. A 501c3 Charity

A non-denominational Christian coffee 
house providing fellowship, music, prayer & 

beverages in a safe relaxing environment.

JUNE 21-22 
FERVENT 

CONFERENCE/
GATHERING

TF
N

0907504.1 02
03

20
16

ART ESPE
Agent
221 N. Mason
Amboy, IL 61310
(815) 857-2624
art@artespe.com

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

We all feel the same commitment to 
care for our families. Helping you meet 
your insurance needs is part of my 
commitment to you.

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Charles Darwin considered the orchid “the pinnacle of 
evolutionary transformation.” He called them “my 
beloved orchids.” The first orchid guide appeared 

in China in 1228, and in Victorian England, women were 
forbidden to own orchids because of the suggestive shape 
of the flower. The International Orchid Register lists over 
100,00 orchid species and hybrids. These are some of the 
facts about a plant that outlived dinosaurs in Susan Orlean’s 
captivating and hilarious modern classic, “The Orchid Thief.”

Orlean explains what sparked her interest in orchids: 
“In 1994, I headed down to Florida to investigate the story 
of John Laroche, an eccentric plant dealer who had been 
arrested along with a crew of Seminoles for poaching rare 
orchids out of a South Florida swamp. I never imagined 
that I would end up spending the next two years shadowing 
Laroche and exploring the odd, passionate world of orchid 
fanatics.” Laroche is “a tall guy, skinny as a stick, sharply 
handsome, in spite of the fact that he is missing all his front 
teeth. He has the posture of al dente spaghetti.” What makes 
him compelling is a combination of virtue and criminality. 
He and the Seminoles stole the fabled ghost orchid, an en-
dangered species, out of the Fakahatchee Strand Preserve, 
but he meant to clone them, so everyone could afford them. 

In America, the Lowell’s were instrumental in introducing 
tropical orchids, but Florida is the heartland of the orchid. 
Aside from thievery, greed, jealousy, hatred, backstabbing, 
and how the head of a famous Seminole chief came to be 
displayed in the front window of a local pharmacy, Orlean 
traces the history of the orchid, along with many elegant 
descriptions of the flowers. Orchids can live forever. They 
can be hybridized, mutated, and cloned. In fact, they were the 
first ornamental to be cloned (Orlean describes the cloning 
process). Their seed pods contain millions of seeds. Hurricanes 
carried their seeds from South America to Florida, and since 
it takes seven years for an orchid to bloom, orchid growers 
wouldn’t know what had blown in until seven years later.

Victorian England was gripped by “orchid delirium.” 
There were orchid greenhouses as big as mansions and orchid 
kennels for keeping the plants when not blooming. Orchids 
were a badge of wealth, refinement, and worldliness. Orchid 
hunters became famous for their derring-do as they braved 
jungles and their fellow orchid hunters who were not beyond 
resorting to murder to get their hands on a rare species. In the 
midst of the crazy shenanigans in Florida, Orlean too became 
passionate about seeing a ghost orchid in bloom. It seemed to 
her that in a world beyond our control, “the reason it matters 
to care passionately about something is that it whittles the 
world down to manageable size.”

Junior Gardener SPIN 
Club  set to meet

DIXON — Youth completing third - eighth grade are in-
vited to learn about the wonderful world of gardening through 
hands-on investigation of growing their own vegetables and 
flowers and learning to use the harvest.   A portion of the 
produce grown will be given to food insecure situations. 

The Junior Gardener Special Interest Club will meet from 
4:30 – 6 p.m., on Tuesdays, May 21-Aug. 6 at the Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, 1013 Franklin Grove Road, Dixon. The 
cost is $10, an additional $20 4-H membership fee will apply 
to youth not registered in 4-H.  Register online at go.illinois.
edu/LeeCoJG.

AMBOY — Tyler Dempsey, of Amboy, and Taylor Beh-
rends, of Tiskilwa, are engaged to be married.

Parents of the couple are Michael and Kim Stram, of 
Amboy, and Don Dempsey, of Dixon, and

Lester and Cindy Behrends, Tiskilwa.
The bride elect is a graduate of Princeton High School, 

and graduated with her Bachelor and Master’s degrees in 
accounting from Bradley University. She is employed as a 
Staff Accountant, at Illinois Valley Container, in Peru.

Her fiancé is a graduate of Amboy High School and is 
employed as an operator for Union Pacific Railroad, Sterling.

The couple is planning a Sept. 21, 2019 wedding at St. 
Louis Catholic Church, in Princeton. 

Tyler Dempsey, Taylor Behrends

Couple announces 
plans to marry Sept. 21

Advice on the care of fresh-cut flowers
URBANA – Flowers are a great way 

to celebrate a special occasion, such 
as a holiday, birthday, anniversary, or 
a new baby. 

“Of course, you don’t need a special 
occasion to enjoy fresh-cut flowers or a 
flowering potted plant,” says Jennifer 
Fishburn, a University of Illinois hor-
ticulture educator. “Sending flowers 
shows thoughtfulness and is a good way 
to brighten a person’s day.”

A little care for your cut flowers will 
help them last the maximum time pos-
sible, Fishburn says. The basic needs of 
fresh-cut flowers are water, food, sanita-
tion, and cool temperatures. Keep in mind 
certain types of cut flowers last longer 

than others. For example, carnations can 
remain vibrant for one to two weeks, 
while roses have a shorter vase lifespan.

Flowers are 90 percent water, Fishburn 
notes. As a flower transpires (breathes), it 
gives off water, therefore, water is needed 
to supplement the loss. When receiving 
loose wrapped flowers, cut the stems 
with a clean, sharp knife, clippers, or 
shears, and remove about 1 inch of the 
stem. Roses need to be cut under water. 
Avoid using household scissors, as they 
will crush the stems rather than cut. 
Remove any foliage that will be under 
the water level to discourage bacterial 
growth. Place stems in a clean, sanitized 
container with warm water and a floral 

preservative. Avoid overcrowding flow-
ers in a container.

Keep the water fresh and clean at all 
times; cloudy water indicates bacterial 
growth. Bacteria can clog stems and 
shorten the life of flowers. Consider 
replacing the water every 2 to 3 days. 
When replacing water, re-cut the flower 
stems. Flowers that go limp are not 
taking up enough water and need to be 
re-cut. Always discard wilted blooms.

Flowers are sensitive to heat and 
drafts, so avoid placing near heat sources 
such as registers, radiators, appliances, 
or in the full sun. Most fresh-cut flow-
ers prefer cool temperatures, 65 to 72 
degrees Fahrenheit.

PB and J drive for 
summer lunch program

LEE COUNTY — Unit-
ed Way of Lee County is 
looking for donations of pea-
nut butter and jelly for their 
new summer lunch program. 

PB&J collected will be 
used to make sandwiches 
for the new summer lunch 
program in Lee County. 
United Way is asking for 
donations of smooth peanut 
butter only and grape jelly 
only, however, there are not 
any restrictions on the brand 
or size of the jar. Donations 
may be dropped off at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church in Dixon 
at 421 S Peoria, Dixon or at 
United Way of Lee County 
at 98 S. Galena Ave., Dixon. 
Donations are needed by 
May 12. 

United Way of Lee County 
began serving summer meals 
in 2017.  This year, the pro-
gram has been completely 
revamped to reach more 
kids who are food insecure. 
Changes to this year’s pro-
gram, Summer Eats will 
allow for children to benefit. 

Kids and teens will be 
able to get a free grab and 
go meal from one of seven 
sites throughout Lee County. 

Meals  wi l l  fea ture 
kid-friendly foods like peanut 
butter and jelly sandwiches, 
crackers, granola bars, juice 

and fresh fruit. As always, no 
registration or ID is required, 
and participation is open 
to all children and teens 18 
and under. 

Meals will be handed out 
at each site 12 - 12:30 p.m. 
The program runs June 10 – 
Aug. 16.  

2019 Summer Eats 
Meal Sites

• Dixon High School
• Madison/Reagan Middle 

School
• Jefferson School
• Washington School
• Old Lincoln School 

(Open Sesame)
• Franklin Grove Library
• Ashton Mills & Petrie 

Building
Summer Eats is meeting a 

real need in the community, 
21.5 percent, of Lee County 
children are food insecure, 
meaning they have limited 
or uncertain access to safe 
and nutritious food. 

Children who are hungry 
or food insecure are more 
likely to be in poor health 
and less likely to form 
friendships, to be curious, 
and to learn. 

For more information, 
contact United Way Execu-
tive Director, Keri Olson at 
815-284-3339, or by email, 
kolson@uwleeco.org.
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Opinion Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or   
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances ~ The First Amendment

Something to say?

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Lee, Bureau and LaSalle Counties

  1 year   manual pay   $37.25
            auto pay       $35.25

 10 weeks   manual pay      $9.78
               auto pay           $9.33

Non-local
  1 year       manual pay      $42.00                                    

auto pay      $39.75
 10 weeks   manual pay      $10.96                        

auto pay      $10.51

Phone 815-857-2311         
Fax 815-857-2517        

Website www.amboynews.com

OFFICE HOURS  
8 a.m. - noon and 1 p.m. - 5 p.m., 

Monday, Wednesday and Thursday

Tuesday and Friday by appointment only. 
Closed Saturday, Sunday and major holidays.

Publisher 
Kip Cheek

kcheek@mendotareporter.com

General Manager/Advertising
Tonja Greenfield

tgreenfield@amboynews.com

Editor
Bonnie Morris

bmorris@mendotareporter.com

Reporter
Monetta Young

myoung@ashtongazette.com

Office Manager/Circulation/
Commercial Printing

Mary Mays
mmays@amboynews.com

The Amboy News encourages responsible letters to the 
editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but 
ideas will not be altered.

The limit is 300 words. Letters exceeding this will either 
be edited to fit or not published. The deadline for letters is 
noon on Friday.

Letter writers may only have two letters published per 
month, and the letters will be published on non-consecutive 
weeks. Letters are printed on a space-available basis.

All letters must bear the handwritten signature of the writer 
and include address and phone number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. Neither the street address nor phone 
number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 
handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. 

Any comments of public officials should be limited to issues 
related strictly to their position or actions made in office, as 
personal attacks will not be published. Letters involving private 
disputes between the writer and a business or individual will 
not be published.

Political endorsements will be published, however letters 
from candidates endorsing themselves will not be printed.

Letters may be dropped at the Amboy News office, 245 
E. Main Street, mailed to the Amboy News at PO Box 162, 
Amboy, IL 61310, or emailed to tgreenfield@amboynews.com

The Amboy News reserves the right to edit or reject any 
letter to the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for pub-
lication do not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper, 
its management and or ownership.

Advertising Policy
The Amboy News is in no way responsible for errors in 

copy furnished by the Customer. Adjustment or repub-
lication in the next available issue will be made for that 
amount of space involved in errors resulting from failure of 
the Amboy News to correct errors plainly noted on proof. 
Customers shall notify the Amboy News of errors in time 
for correction before the second insertion. 

The Amboy News shall not be liable to the Customer 
for any loss that results from the incorrect publication of its 
advertising. The Customer agrees to assume responsibility 
for all errors in copy proofread by Customer when the ad-
vertisement printed corresponds to the returned proof.

By Dan McCaleb
Guest Column

By Scott Reeder

Guest Column

On This Day in History

Over the last 30 years, I’ve met plenty 
of characters in newsrooms, but by 
far my favorite was a reporter by the 

name of Joel Kirkpatrick.
He was a larger than life fellow, with a big 

booming voice and a barrel chest always clad 
in Mexican Guayabera shirts. And he wore 
hearing aids the size of bricks behind his ears. 

A hole was drilled in the floor of his van 
under the driver’s seat. A hose with a funnel 
was inserted in the hollow, which enabled him 
to urinate as he drove on long road trips or just 
around town.

I first met Joel on my first day as a profes-
sional reporter at the Galveston Daily News back 
in 1988. I was all of 23. And I thought he was 
ancient. He must have been something like 55.

Joel, a competitive shotgun shooter, lost 
his hearing one blast at a time in an era when 
hearing protection on ranges was not as common as today.

He was a kind-hearted soul who operated his own out-
reach to the hard-of-hearing in Galveston, Texas. He would 
give a needy person a hearing aid and $20 to get it fitted at 
a local hospital.

Whenever I would ask Joel how on earth he could afford 
to give away hearing aids, he would just smile and shake 
his head. It would remain a mystery until my final week at 
that paper.

Joel played up being a Texas good ‘ol boy. (He once 
weathered a hurricane sitting in a closet reloading shotgun 
shells with a kerosene lamp burning.) But the Joel I knew 
also would read Plato in his evenings at home. 

He is the sort of fellow worthy of emulation. But my wife 

won’t let me drill a hole in the floor of my truck 
or load shotgun shells by kerosene light. 

However, this past week, I decided to be a bit 
like him by giving a pair of hearing aids away.

About four years ago, I purchased a pair 
at Sam’s Club in Springfield, from a zealous 
hearing specialist who promised me free bat-
teries for as long as I owned them and vowed 
I could apply the full purchase price toward a 
trade, should I ever want to upgrade.

Hearing aids are expensive. They cost as 
much as some used cars.

I spent the next few years with the monetary 
equivalent of a Ford or Chevy tucked behind 
each ear and enjoying life. I better understood 
my three daughters high-pitched voices and 
heard well when I sat in the back of courtrooms 
covering trials. 

When I looked about upgrading to a pair 
compatible to my cell phone, I was told by a hearing special-
ist at the store where I purchased them that her predecessor 
had made many promises he shouldn’t have and that they 
couldn’t honor his verbal commitment to apply the purchase 
price toward a trade. 

I purchased a pair elsewhere. 
But then I got to thinking: How can I bless a person in 

need with my old pair? I posted an ad on Facebook offering 
to give them to someone with a demonstrated need. Within 
minutes, two people contacted me. 

I decided to give them to a woman who supports herself 
cleaning houses, cares for her elderly mother and has suffered 
a 50 percent hearing loss. 

Things have changed since Joel Kirkpatrick was handing 

out those $20 bills for re-fittings three decades ago. Hearing 
aids now have proprietary software. And the vendor wanted 
$650 to prepare the hearing aids for someone new. 

I sent an email to Bentonville, Ark., to one John Furner, 
the CEO of Sam’s Club. I explained my predicament and 
my desire to help someone. The next morning, I received a 
call from his assistant informing me they would waive the 
$650 fee and would provide a gift card to cover the cost of 
six months’ worth of batteries for the woman in need. 

I wondered if Joel was smiling from above seeing someone 
walk in his footsteps.

And then I remembered how I learned how Joel was 
able to help all of those people. During my final week at 
the Galveston paper, Joel invited me to attend a Lion’s Club 
luncheon with him. 

Shortly after we sat down, a man handed Joel a mason jar 
full of hearing aids. I asked Joel, “Who was that guy?” But 
Joel just smiled and shook his head.

I then turned to the fellow sitting on my other side and 
asked the same question. 

His response: “Oh, him? He’s the local undertaker.”
Scott Reeder is a veteran statehouse journalist and a 

freelance reporter. He can be reached by email at ScottReed-
er1965@gmail.com.

Paying it forward

100 Years Ago
April 25, 1919

John Carroll arrived home from 
France last Friday. He was mustered 
out at Camp Grant.

The Women’s Club voted Tuesday 
to devote its energies during “Health 
Promotion Week,” to raising funds for 
the Amboy Hospital. A committee was 
appointed consisting of Mrs. John M. 
Egan, Mrs. W. P. Barnes and Mrs. T.F. 
Dornblaser with Mrs. Egan as chairman.

Miss Johnson and Miss Manley spent 
Sunday in Bloomington.

Cecil Emery came out from Chicago 
to spend Sunday at the L.A. Emery home.

75 Years Ago
April 20, 1944

Corp. Paul W. Cable of Fort Sheridan 
returned to duty Wednesday after spend-
ing a short furlough here with his wife.

Second Lieutenant Jack Brink of the 
US Army Air Forces, arrived in Amboy 
Wednesday for a short visit with his par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. L.L. Brink. Jack has 
been stationed at Stockton Field, Calif.

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Johnson and sons 
Jerry and Larry and Carl Hegert spent 
Sunday in Villa Park with the former’s 
sister and family. Other guests there 
were Mr. and Mrs. Dick Stanley and 
two children.

50 Years Ago
April 24, 1969

Jeffrey Alan Wiegel, Sarah Beth 
Shapiro and Cynthia Louise Brasky of 
Amboy will receive Honors Day Rec-
ognition on May 2 at the University of 
Illinois. The annual Honors Day Con-
vocation will be held that afternoon at 
1:30 in the Assembly Hall.

Sublette Fire Protection District last 
week accepted delivery of a new Chev-
rolet sports van from Vaessen Brothers, 
Chevrolet dealers of Sublette. It will be 
used as a rescue truck and is equipped 
with a resuscitator, stretcher and first 
aid equipment.

The Neighborhood Birthday Club 
surprised Mrs. Louise Theiss at her 
home Thursday afternoon, April 17, 
in observance of her birthday. She is a 
former member. The birthday of Mrs. 

William Kellen, which was also that 
day, was celebrated.

25 Years Ago
April 28, 1994

Patricia A. Burke, a teacher at Am-
boy high and junior high schools, was 
honored at the spring meeting of the 
Northern Illinois Business Education 
Association April 16 at Harlem High 
School in Rockford.

For the 12th consecutive year, mem-
bers of the Amboy Woman’s Club will 
be raising money to offset the cost of 
the marigold plants that will line Route 
52 again this summer.

Area residents joined with people 
across the United States and around the 
world in mourning the death of Richard 
M. Nixon, who died last week at the 
age of 81. The 37th president’s funeral 
was Wednesday. Flags flew at half mast 
around this area.

Students in Miss Piper’s first grade 
class recently celebrated Earth Day by 
planting a tree near Central School.

The rural City of 
Marengo is located 
in western McHen-

ry County, about 60 miles 
northwest of Chicago.

It occupies about five 
square miles and is home to 
7,496 residents, according to 
2017 U.S. Census estimates.

Marengo also is home to 
three separate school dis-
tricts – Marengo Community 
High School District 154, 
which supports one school; 
Marengo-Union Elementary 
School District 165, which 
supports three schools; and 
Riley School District 18, 
which also supports a single 
school.

That’s three school dis-
tricts serving five schools 
in a rural community with 
fewer than 10,000 residents.

That’s also three super-
intendents earning taxpay-
er-funded, six-figure salaries 
as well as three administra-
tive support staffs costing 
hundreds of thousands more.

Marengo is the poster 
child for why school consol-
idation is a must in Illinois.

A new report from the 
Metropolitan Planning 
Council shows that Illinois’ 
public school districts spend 
twice the national average – 
$544 per student in Illinois 
compared to $226 nationally 
– on administration expens-
es. Those costs largely are 
composed of the salaries 
and benefits of district 
superintendents and other 
administrative support staff.

According to MPC’s 
analysis, Illinois school dis-
tricts spent more than $1.1 
billion on general adminis-
tration costs in Fiscal Year 
2016. No other state in the 

country topped the billion 
dollar mark.

The state of California 
serves more than three times 
the number of students in Il-
linois, yet spends 33 percent 
less on school administrative 
costs.

Please keep in mind 
that’s California – a state 
not known for its frugality.

The largest driver of 
this outrageous cost is the 
number of school districts 
in Illinois. 

There are 852 public 
school districts in the state, 
the highest total in the coun-
try. Of them, one in four 
supports a single school and 
more than 40 percent serve 
only one or two schools.

The higher the number of 
school districts, the larger the 
administrative bloat.

And, of course, school 
districts largely are funded 
through property taxes. That 
administrative bloat is one 
of the fundamental reasons 
why Illinois homeowners 
are required to pay the sec-
ond-highest property taxes 
in the United States. 

School district consoli-
dation is a must for Illinois.

Illinois lawmakers have 
attempted to prompt school 

Report highlights need for consolidation
districts to consolidate over 
the years with varying de-
grees of success – mostly 
very little.

This session, state Rep. 
Rita Mayfield, D-Waukeg-
an, filed House Bill 3053, 
which passed unanimously 
last month in the House, 
109-0. The measure would 
create the School District 
Efficiency Commission, 
which would be charged with 
recommending which school 
districts should be consoli-
dated into unit districts based 
on an “optimal amount of 
enrollment” in each.

Voters in each of the des-
ignated school districts rec-
ommended for consolidation 
could then vote on whether 
to move forward with the 
recommendations. The goal 
is to reduce the number of 
school districts by at least 
25 percent.

“HB 3053 is the most 
significant effort Springfield 
has ever taken towards more 
efficient administration in 
education and ensuring the 
money taxpayers spend on 
schools makes it to class-

rooms first,” Adam Schuster, 
director of budget and tax re-
search for the Illinois Policy 
Institute, said. “Illinois has 
had study commissions in 
the past and the experts have 
weighed in; nearly everyone 
understands that school dis-
trict consolidation is the right 
thing to do. ... This bill takes 
the issue beyond more studies 
and discussions. If HB3053 is 
enacted, voters will finally be 
empowered to take real action 
to reduce bureaucratic waste 
in their schools.”

Lawmakers are in the first 
of a two-week spring break. 
They return to Springfield 
April 30.

Passing HB3053 out of the 
Senate and then sending it to 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker for his sig-
nature should be a top priority 
for a state that needs to begin 
chipping away at myriad 
unnecessary costs taxpayers 
are expected to fund.

Dan McCaleb is editor of 
Illinois News Network and 
the digital hub ILNews.org. 
He welcomes your comments. 
Contact Dan at dmccaleb@
ilnews.org.



AMBOY NEWS • SEC A • PAGE 7WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24, 2019

LOCAL NEWS

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Dixon Giesen & Flessner 
121 E. First Street • Dixon • 815-284-2288 
hsdixonlaw.com

AUTO BODY REPAIR
Hi-Way Body 
1194 Inlet Rd. • Amboy • 815-857-2912

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS
Vaessen Brothers Chevrolet, Inc. 
U.S. Hwy. 52 • Sublette• 815-849-5232 
www.vaessenbrothers.com

AUTO SALES/SERVICE
Gerdes Auto & Truck Sales & Service, Inc. 
U.S. Hwy. 52 • Amboy  • 815-857-3722 
www.gerdessales.com

BAR/RESTAURANT
Sublette Saloon Inc. 
1831 Tower Road • Sublette • 815-849-5470

CHIROPRACTIC
Green River Chiropractic 
305 E. Joe Drive • Amboy • 815-857-2458

DENTIST  

Amboy Dental Group Dr. Joel Hochstatter, D.M.D. 
and Dr. Brandon Klein, D.D.S. 
305 E. Joe Drive, Suite 120 • Amboy • 815-857-2015

FARM EQUIPMENT REPAIR  

Sublette Mechanical, Inc. 
2025 Sublette Rd. • Sublette • 815-849-5223

Vaessen Implement Repair  
542 US-52, Sublette, IL 61367 • 815-849-9010

FEED/LIVESTOCK EQUIP.
Sublette Farmer’s Elevator 
100 W. Main St. • Sublette  • 815-849-5222

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
First National Bank  in Amboy (FDIC) 
220 E. Main Street • Amboy • Franklin Grove •  
Dixon • 815-857-3625 • www.fnbamboy.com

Gehant Bank (FDIC) 
West Brooklyn – 815-628-3121 
Triumph – 815-539-3121 
www.gehantbank.com

FUNERAL HOME
Mihm-Jones Funeral Home 
303 E. Main Street • Amboy • 815-857-2611 
www.thejonesfh.com

GAS/CONVENIENCE STORES
Shell Express Lane 

342 N. Mason • Amboy

Sublette BP Gas 
508 N. Pennsylvania St. • Sublette

GOLF COURSE  

Shady Oaks Country Club 
Highway 52 between Amboy & Sublette 

815-849-5424

GROCERY/LIQUOR
Bonnell’s General Store 

200 Reeve St. • Sublette • 815-849-5522

Amboy Food and Liquor 
242 E. Main Street • Amboy • 815-857-7020

HARDWARE/LUMBER
Jones-Berry Lumber Co. 

1 S. Commercial •  Amboy  • 815-857-2525

Sublette Farmer’s Elevator 
100 W. Main St. • Sublette • 815-849-5222

INSURANCE  

Dimond Bros. Insurance 
10 E Division St. •  Amboy • 815-857-3966

MEDICAL CLINIC
KSB Center for Health Services 

305 E. Joe Drive • Amboy • 815-857-3044

NEWSPAPERS/PRINTING  

The Amboy News 
245 E. Main Street  •  Amboy • 815-857-2311

PHOTOGRAPHY
On 3 Photo 

Amboy • 815-857-4686  • www.on3photo.com

REAL ESTATE
Erbes Realty, LLC 

1922 Tower Road PO Box 92 • Sublette, IL 
815-535-6295  •  Lorierbes@gmail.com

ISV Realty 
106 S. Mason Ave. • 815-857-7011 • www.isvrealty.com

River Country Properties 
Jori Krystek, Broker/Owner 

815-973-1197 • www.rivercountryproperties.net

Woodhaven Lakes Realty, Inc. 
509 LaMoille Rd. • Sublette • 800-849-9574 

www.woodhavenlakes.com

RESTAURANT  

Amboy Family Restaurant and Pizza Junction 
211 E. Main Street • Amboy • 815-857-3985

VETERINARY CARE
Amboy Veterinary Clinic 

Hwy. 52 • Amboy • 815-857-2215

VIDEO GAMING
Two Sisters on Main 

234 E. Main Street - Amboy

Highway 52 
between Amboy & Sublette

815-849-5424

MIHM-JONES 
FUNERAL 

HOME
303 E. Main Street • Amboy 

 815-857-2611
www.thejonesfh.com

Feed/Livestock Equipment
100 W. Main St. • Sublette

815-849-5222

SUBLETTE 
FARMER’S 
ELEVATOR

19 Years Living In and Serving Amboy!
Covering all of Northern Illinois!

Call an agent who cares:

815-973-1197
www.rivercountryproperties.net
jori@rivercountryproperties.net

JORI KRYSTEK
Managing Broker

The 
Pastor’s 
Pen

The beauty of the resurrection morning
BY PASTOR MARK GLENN

This week we contemplate what 
it means to live in the shadow 
of the cross, what it means for 

the living Christ, the resurrected Jesus, 
to live among us and within us. Just as 
His light emanates from Him in His 
transfiguration, so His light envelops 
us in His shadowy Holy Spirit presence. 
To feel the presence of the risen Christ 
around you is to be enshrouded in His 
holy Tabernacle of Light and shadow. 
And as we “shadow” Him in our walk 
with God, we learn what it means to live 
in the Light.

In the Hebrew tradition, the indwelling 
of the Holy Spirit, the ruach, is called 
the tabernacle of God. God with us 
(Emmanuel) means God “tabernacling” 
or making a dwelling place with us here 
on earth first in the form of Jesus and 
then in the presence of the Holy Spirit. 
As Jesus incarnates with us, the near 
and present God casts God’s light over 

the earth, God’s shadow moves over the 
land, and God fills it with God’s holy and 
living presence.

This is the beauty of the resurrection 
morning. On that early morning outside 
of Jerusalem, just at dawn when the 
sun was still dark and barely rising, the 
women made their way to the tomb to 
find it empty. However, it was not empty. 
What they found were angels of light, 
casting God’s Light and presence –both 
light and shadow throughout the empty 
Cave. Why? To signal to us that God is 
still with us. Jesus in the first Light of 
morning….was no longer dwelling in 
the “darkness,” but again walked within 
the Garden in the light of the morning.

“And whoever sees Me sees the One 
who sent Me,” said Jesus. “I have come 
into the world as a light so that no one 
who believes in Me should remain in 
darkness” (John 12:46).

The beauty of the Gospel, the exquisite 
and awesome surprise of Resurrection 

morning is the three-dimensional, re-
al-time, flesh and bone Person of Jesus, 
walking that Garden, just as God walked 
the garden with us from the very begin-
ning of Time. The Light had come into 
the world… “The true light that gives 
light to everyone…” 

“He was in the world, and though 
the world was made through him, the 
world did not recognize him. He came 
to that which was his own, but his own 
did not receive him. Yet to all who did 
receive him, to those who believed in 
his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God—children born not of 
natural descent, nor of human decision 
or a husband’s will, but born of God. 
The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the one and only Son, 
who came from the Father, full of grace 
and truth.” (John 1:9-14)

Let us walk again with Him, and He 
with us in the beautiful garden with God.

SPRINGFIELD — Spc. Ryan Koch, of Amboy, was 
among 19 Soldiers representing six states who graduated 
from the Motor Transport Operator Reclassification Course 
April 18 at the Illinois National Guard Regional Training 
Institute, Camp Lincoln, Springfield.

“You have graduated with skills to safely transport people 
and equipment over long distances,” Lt. Col. Michael Hough, 
Commander, 2nd Battalion, 129th Regiment (RTI) told the 
Soldiers. “These are wonderful skills to have. Motor Trans-
port Operator is a crucial Military Occupational Specialty 
in the Army today.”

“As transporters, you are the spearhead of logistics,” 
said CW2 John Tierney, Mobility Officer, Headquarters 
and Headquarters Company, 108th Sustainment Brigade. “I 
challenge you to be the best you can be.”

“As you travel to your homes, I want you to feel gratitude 
that you have a profession of Arms that teaches you how to 
defend our country and provides you with a skill that really 
helps the Army on the battlefield,” Hough said.

“I know you’ve all heard the saying that nothing happens 
until something moves,” Tierney said. “In our jobs as trans-
porters, bad things happen if nothing moves.”

Tierney urged the Soldiers to be prepared to learn more 
about their jobs when they arrive back at their units.

“Commanders at every level depend on you to move their 
equipment,” Tierney said. “We are first in, last out Soldiers. 
When you get back to your units, be a leader, seek out ini-
tiatives and be resilient.”

Amboy soldier 
graduates from special 
course in Springfield
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101 
LEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 
BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 
SERVICES AND 
REPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child 
care service. A 
childcare facility 
that is licensed or 
operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed 
or issued a permit. 
Your Hometown 
Newspaper strongly 
urges any parent or 
guardian to verify the 
validity of the license 
of any facility before 
placing a child in it’s 
care.

203 
HELP WANTED
	
N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

CDL A 
DRIVER

Exp. + Motivation
Required

$4-8K Pot. / Mo.
HRLY or %
Benefits!

815-503-2396

04
17

20
19

301 
ANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
	
ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 
MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE 

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

305 
GARAGE/RUMMAGE 
SALES

ROCHELLE: 1323 
8th Ave. Thursday 
April 25th, 8am-
5pm. Furniture, 
Stove, Microwave, 
Golf Items, Purses, 
Music Boxes, Smoker 
Grill,  Sled, Outdoor 
Items, & Lots of 
Miscellaneous. (04-
24-19)

ROCHELLE: 844 
N 11th St. Moving 
Sale. Thursday April 
25th and Friday April 
26th, 8am-4pm. Sofa, 
Loveseat, Kitchen 
Table and Chairs, 
Stereo System, 
Clothes, Glassware, 
Toys, Halloween 
- Christmas 
D e c o r a t i o n s , 
Fishing Supplies, 
and Household 
Decorations. (04-24-
19)

EARLVILLE TOWN-
WIDE GARAGE 
SALES - Saturday, 
April 27, 8 a.m. - 3 
p.m.   Food & Maps 
Available.   Dozens of 
Homes Participating. 
(04-24-19)

315 
WANTED TO BUY
	
WANTED: Coin 
operated machines, 
slot machines, 
pinball, arcade, trade 
simulators, jukeboxes. 
Working or not working. 
815-397-6586.

405 
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis.

501 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT

R O C H E L L E : 
2-BEDROOM. Heat, 
Sewer and Water 
Included. No Pets/
Smoking. $575Month. 
815-562-6150. (05-12-
19)

505 
BUSINESS 
PROPERTY FOR 
RENT

A V A I L A B L E 
M a n u f a c t u r i n g 
& Warehouse 
Space.   All Weather 
Access.   12,000 - 
46,000 Sq. ft., 20 
Cents per Sq. ft. 
Divisible.   Lainco 
Inc.  Ph. 815-538-5176. 
(05-01-19)

511 
STORAGE UNITS

10 x 20 inside 
storage & outside 

storage for
semi-trucks/trailers,
boats, campers, etc

08172016

SUBLETTE GARAGE SALE
450 LaMoille Rd
Just south of main 
Woodhaven gate
Sat. 4-27  8 - 4
Sun. 4-28  8 - 2

Household items, Womens & 
Mens Clothes, Love seat, Com-
plete baby shower package gen-
der neutral, comforters, tools and 

lots of miscellaneous

AREA GARAGE SALES

garage 
sale 

deadline
MONDAY, 10 AM

Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

AMBOY • SUBLETTE • WEST BROOKLYN • LEE CENTER • PAW PAW • LAMOILLE

INFORMATION

Office Hours:  
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
8 a.m. – noon, and 1 p.m. – 5 
p.m.
Friday 8 a.m. - noon
Closed Wednesday
Phone: 
815-857-2311
Fax: 
815-857-2517
Email: 
mmays@amboynews.com
Address:
245 E. Main Street, Amboy
Mail: 
P.O. Box 162,
Amboy, IL 61310

DEADLINES:
Mondays at 10 a.m
(Deadlines subject to change 
during holiday times)

All classified marketplace 
line ads will appear in 
the following 7 print 
publications and on 5 
high-traffic newspaper 
websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader 
• Ogle County Life • 
Rochelle Shopping 
News • Ashton Gazette • 
Amboy News • Mendota 
Reporter • Mendota 
Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts at 
$32.99 for private party ads 
and $44.60 for commercial 
business ads and $7.50 for 
garage sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement 
appears incorrectly, notify us 
immediately. We will not be 
responsible for more than one 
incorrect insertion, and will 
only credit customer for one 
insertion.

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates 
applied. Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203
OR AFTER 6 PM 
(815) 849-5251

04242019

QUALITY USED CARS, 
TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2015 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
4x4, LT, Leather 
Maroon ......................$24,900
2014 Chevy 1500 4x4 Crew 
Cab, Leather, Red .....$23,900
2012 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
4x4, LTZ, White .........$20,900

2011 Chevy Traverse FWD 
LT, Green ...................$10,500
2010 Chevy K-1500 Crew 
Cab LT 4x4, Black ......$15,900

2019 Chevy Impala Premier 
Gray ...........................$27,900
2018 Chevy Traverse AWD 
High Country 
Black ..........................$44,900
2018 Chevy Malibu LT 
Silver ..........................$20,900
2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
LTZ, 4x4, Red .............$38,900
2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
LTZ, 4x4, Z71, Red ....$37,900
2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
4x4, LTZ, Red .............$36,900
2017 Chevrolet Equinox 
FWD, LT, Silver ..........$16,900
2017 Chevy 1500 DBL Cab 
LTZ, 4x4, Z71, Silver ..$33,900
2016 Chevy 2500 Crew Cab 
LTZ, 4x4, Gas, Z71 
Red ............................$43,900

2016 Chevy 3500 Crew Cab 
LTZ, 4x4, Z71, Diesel 
White .........................$46,900
2016 Chevy K-1500 Crew 
Cab, LTZ, 4x4, Sunroof 
Z71, Blue ...................$36,900
2016 Chevy Traverse AWD 
LTZ, DVD, Sunroof 
White .........................$28,900
2015 Chevy 1500 DBL Cab 
LT, 4x4, Blue ..............$24,900
2015 Chevy Equinox FWD 
2LT, Blue ....................$17,900
2014 Chevy Camaro 2LT, V6 
Sunroof, RS, Blue ......$20,900
2014 Chevy Impala LTZ 
Blue ...........................$16,900

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO 
Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-
Bumper Warranty

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 

Limited Warranty
• 24/7 Roadside Assistance
• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and 

Reconditioning Process
• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 

Satisfaction Guarantee

2017 CHEVY SILVERADO 
1500 CREW CABS

All one owner, local trade, GM Certified

 Starting at $36,900   

601 
VEHICLES FOR SALE

Don’t Miss 
An Issue!
Have you moved? 
Are you planning 

a move? 

Don’t forget to call the Amboy 
News and let us know your 

new mailing address.

Call Mary at 
815-857-2311

235 E. Main Street 

Amboy IL 61310

815-857-2311 • 815-857-2517 

04042018

101 
LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
The following is a list of 
meeting dates set by 
the Board of Trustees 
of the Amboy Township 
for the fiscal year 2019-
2020. Meetings held at 
the Amboy Township 
Building, 106 South 
Prospect, Amboy, Illli-
nois 61310.
2019
May 8, 2019
June 12, 2019
July 10, 2019
August 14, 2019
September 10, 2019
October 9, 2019
November 13, 2019
December 11, 2019
2020
January 8, 2020
February 12, 2020
March 11, 2020
March 25, 2020-Con-
tinued Meeting (End of 
Fiscal Year)
April 14, 2020 - Annual 
Town Meeting followed 
by Monthly Township 
Meeting.
All meetings at 7:00 
p.m. unless changed 
by Amboy Township 
Board. Changes will be 
published.
Respectfully submitted,
Glen Foss, Clerk
No. 0407
April 24, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE
The following is a list 
of Amboy-Lee Center 
Multi-Township Meet-
ing dates and times set 
by the Board for Fiscal 
Year 2019-2020. Meet-
ings held at the Amboy 
Township Building, 106 
South Prospect, Am-
boy, Illinois 61310.
June 19, 2019	
7:00 p.m.
September 18, 2019	
7:00 p.m.
December 18, 2019	
7:00 p.m.
January 15, 2020	
7:00 p.m.
March 18, 2020	
7:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Glen Foss
No. 0408
April 24, 2019

YOUR 
AD 

HERE!
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1. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which U.S. 
president was a former union leader?

2. MUSIC: In what year was the Beat-
les’ song “Yesterday” released?

3. LITERATURE: Who wrote the nov-
el “Doctor Zhivago”?

4. HISTORY: Who was Britain’s first 
prime minister?

5. GAMES: In the game of Monopoly, 
what happens if you roll doubles three 
times in a row?

6. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What 
is the Dewey Decimal System used for?

7. MOVIES: What is the name of the 
teapot character in “Beauty and the 
Beast”?

8. U.S. STATES: Which state is the 
only one that has a Spanish motto?

9. GEOGRAPHY: What is the capital 
of Nicaragua?

10. PSYCHOLOGY: What fear is rep-
resented by the condition called chro-
mophobia?

© 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

Trivia Test Answers
1. Ronald Reagan, who was president 

of the Screen Actors Guild
2. 1965
3. Boris Pasternak
4. Sir Robert Walpole
5. You go to jail.
6. To classify library books
7. Mrs. Potts
8. Montana (“Oro y plata” or “gold and 

silver”)
9. Managua
10. Fear of colors

Posting Date April 22, 2019

LOCAL NEWS
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INSURANCE

AVON

To Buy or Sell. 28 Years as an Avon Lady.

Avon
Independent Sales Reprsentative

576 N. 3859th Rd.
Rt. 2
Mendota, IL 61342
815.343.4750 
mezandmezzzie@
gmail.com

COMMUNITY CENTER

AMBOY 
COMMUNITY 

CENTER
Available For 

Receptions, Meetings, Fund-Raisers
280 W. Wasson Rd. • Amboy, IL 61310
(815) 440-5784 • (815) 857-2324

Julie DeArmitt - Manager

AUTO SALES/SERVICE/TOWING

128 S Mason Ave, Amboy, IL 

FUNERAL HOME

Mihm-Jones 
Funeral Home

Patrick Jones
303 E. Main Street • Amboy 
 815-857-2611

www.thejonesfh.com

PRINTING SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

FINANCIALPOND MANAGEMENT

Call: 423-1417

TREE REMOVAL

• Storm damage
• Limb reduction  
and/or removal
• Fully insured

• Free estimates
• Veterans’ discounts

BRYAN’S AFFORDABLE 
TREE REMOVAL

(815) 884-9324

AUDIO AND VISUAL EQUIPMENT

From Security to Entertainment
We Have Your Back

Extreme Installs
Security Camera

Sales and Installation
Commercial Audio

Pat Riley, Owner

815-441-3530
www.facebook.com/extremeinstalls2010

Early spring garden cleanup and fruit tree care
URBANA – Weather permitting, early 

spring can provide the time to begin early 
garden and yard clean up, says Richard 
Hentschel, a University of Illinois Extension 
horticulture educator.

“No matter how tidy the yad and garden 
looked last fall, Mother Nature always leaves 
behind some natural and unnatural debris,” he 
says. “Dead twigs and small branches have 
come down out of mature tree canopies; leaves 
from the neighborhood collect in shrubs and 
ground cover beds; plastics from the recycling 
bin seem to escape and decorate larger shrubs 
and tree canopies.”

The early dry spring weather is a good 
time to get around the yard, rake up, and 

uncover plants that have been matted down 
and smothered by leaves. Some herbaceous 
ground cover plants do not deal well with 
being covered up when attempting to emerge. 
Layers of leaves hold water and can provide 
suitable conditions for disease development 
while the weather is cool and damp. Go easy 
on the raking, Hentschel recommends, so you 
do not dislodge or damage plants and foliage. 
Depending on the freeze-thaw cycle during 
the winter, ground covers with shallow roots 
may have heaved up out of the soil. It is never 
a good idea to go out and work a bed in wet 
weather. If you take a sample of the garden 
soil and squeeze it and it stays together, it 
is too wet to work. A better day will come.

Fallen twigs and branches are a lot more 
common with older, established trees. As trees 
mature, interior branches receive less and less 
sunlight until they can no longer survive. This 
is a normal condition. Winter snow collecting 
on the branches, along with winter winds, 
overload the dead branches and they snap 
off. “Some trees are just messier than others 
are in this regard,” Hentschel says. “Willow 
trees would be a good example. Twigs are 
prone to cankers, which girdle those smaller 
branches, and down they come. Smaller twigs 
can be added to the compost pile or bin. Larger 
branches may need to go to curbside pick-up.”

While we can put off some yard clean up 
during unpleasant weather, certain activities 

have to occur in the home orchard in spring. 
For example, trees must be pruned annually 
to train branches into a scaffold pattern. 
Hentschel says, depending on local weather, 
this can be anytime from January through 
March. “Usually, we can find a day or two 
when the fruit trees can be worked on,” he 
says. Another project for fruit trees is the 
annual spray program, with a dormant oil 
recommended as soon as temperatures are 
above freezing for 24 to 48 hours, depending 
on the product’s label. This is the easiest way 
to control overwintering adult insect pests 
and egg masses, by thoroughly covering the 
trunk and branches where insects and eggs 
can be found.

Illinois receives additional $15 million to fight opioid crisis; Illinois 
on track to receive $29 million more in 2020

CHICAGO – The Illinois Department of 
Human Services (IDHS) announced today 
that Illinois will receive an additional $15 
million from the US Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA) to combat the opioid crisis 
across the state.

Since September 2016, Illinois has been 
awarded over $82 million in federal funding 
to expand the prevention and treatment of 
opioid use disorders and the response to 
opioid overdoses. Illinois will potentially 
receive another $29 million in 2020.

“With the additional funding, we’ll con-
tinue to work to ensure that all communities 
throughout the state have access to treatment 
for opioid use disorder,” said IDHS Secre-
tary Designate Grace B Hou. “Through the 
expansion of medication-assisted treatment, 
increased number of recovery homes, ad-
ditional substance use treatment at local 
jails and hospitals and the continuation of 

community outreach, Illinoisans will have 
more access to treatment than ever before.”

The new funding will also strengthen and 
enhance the Illinois Prescription Monitoring 
Program (PMP) to continue the state’s efforts 
to prevent the misuse of prescription opioids, 
and continue to support the availability of 
naloxone, a life-saving drug that can reverse 
the effects of an opioid overdose.

“We’re excited to grow our programs that 
have shown success throughout the state,” 
said Substance Use Prevention and Recovery 
(SUPR) Director, Dani Kirby. “The influx 
of federal dollars has not only helped us 
to expand access to medication assisted 
treatment programs, but also to pilot new 
programs to find out which ones are bringing 
the most successful prevention, treatment 
and recovery efforts to Illinois residents.”

According to the CDC, expanding access 
to medication assisted treatment (MAT) is 
essential to an effective response to the dra-

matic increase in opioid-related problems. 
MAT involves the use of a medication to 
treat a substance use disorder in tandem 
with counseling and social supports. These 
medications are similar to taking medication 
for diabetes or asthma – they help people 
manage their disorder so that they can 
maintain their recovery. It is not the same as 
substituting one addictive drug for another. 
Once stabilized, patients do not experience 
the compulsive thoughts and behaviors that 
come with a substance use disorder.

As of March 2019, over 12,000 individu-
als with opioid use disorder have been served 
in Illinois through the federal Opioid Crisis 
Response Grants, which does not include 
individuals served through federal block 
grant funds, state funds or Medicaid dollars. 

Since the Illinois Helpline for Opioids 
and Other Substances launched in December 
2017, there have been over 11,000 calls and 
21,000 website visits made to the Helpline. 

IDHS continues to expand prevention and 
outreach efforts and treatment and recovery 
services so all Illinoisans have access to these 
resources.

The State Opioid Response Grant is one 
of four federal grants that the State of Illinois 
secured from the Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration to battle the 
opioid epidemic. 

The State Opioid Response Grant is 
administered by the Illinois Department of 
Human Services’ Division of Substance Use 
Prevention and Recovery.

For more information about federal Opioid 
Crisis Response Grants or IDHS programs 
and initiatives, visit the IDHS March 2019 
Opioid Crisis Response Update.

If you or someone you know is experienc-
ing opioid use disorder or other substance use 
disorders, call the Illinois Helpline for Opioids 
and Other Substances at 1-833-2FINDHELP 
or visit HelplineIL.org.

PERU – The 21st annual Kids’ Free 
Fishing Expo will be held on Saturday, May 
11 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at Baker Lake in Peru.

Some of the features at the event will be 

“how-to” clinics for boys and girls ages 6 
and up starting every 15 minutes, free fishing 
games with prizes, casting games, live fish 
displays, free literature, door prizes, tips from 

local fishermen and more.
A limited number of fishing poles will be 

available for loan and bait will be provided. 
Free food and drinks will also be available.

For more information, contact Mark Dudek 
at (815) 220-3901, Tom Wall at (815) 223-
3671 or go to the web at www.better-fish-
ing-assoc.org.

21st annual Kids’ free fishing expo planned in Peru
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SPORTS

Fat-free chocolate, strawberry or unflavored white milk are served at 
Breakfast and Lunch.

Choice of five 100% real fruit juice cups are served at Breakfast.
Warm breakfast choice on Wednesdays.

Monday - Choice of fresh pastry or pick two from breakfast cart
 - Grilled chicken breast on a bun, lettuce, tomato, sweet 

potato fries, broccoli & cheese, pears, cookie
 - Early Dismissal 1:20 p.m  
Tuesday - Choice of fresh pastry or pick two from breakfast cart
 - Walking beef taco, salad, salsa, beans, rice, fresh cut 

veggies/ranch, mixed fruit, cupcake
Wednesday -  Breakfast burrito or pick two from breakfast cart
 - Fried chicken legs, mashed potatoes/gravy, corn, fresh 

cut veggies/ranch, berry cup, fruit cobbler
Thursday - Choice of fresh pastry or pick two from breakfast cart
 - Pulled pork on bun, tator tots, cowboy beans, fresh cut 

veggies/ranch, peaches, baked apples
Friday - Choice of fresh pastry or pick two from breakfast cart
	 -	Cheese	stuffed	crust	pizza,	broccoli,	cauliflower,	

cheese, fresh cut veggies, juice cup, 
dried fruit trail mix 04242019

CENTRAL SCHOOL MENU
April 29 – May 3 

Monday - Choice of fresh pastry or pick two from breakfast cart
 - Grilled chicken breast on a bun, lettuce, tomato, sweet 

potato fries, broccoli & cheese, pears, cookie
 - Early Dismissal 1:25 p.m  
Tuesday - Choice of fresh pastry or pick two from breakfast cart
 - Walking beef taco, salad, salsa, beans, rice, fresh cut 

veggies/ranch, mixed fruit, cupcake
Wednesday -  Breakfast burrito or pick two from breakfast cart
 - Fried chicken legs, mashed potatoes/gravy, corn, fresh 

cut veggies/ranch, berry cup,fruit cobbler
Thursday - Choice of fresh pastry or pick two from breakfast cart
 - Pulled pork on bun, tator tots, cowboy beans, fresh cut 

veggies/ranch, peaches, baked apples
Friday - Choice of fresh pastry or pick two from breakfast cart
	 -	Cheese	stuffed	crust	pizza,	broccoli,	cauliflower,	

cheese, fresh cut veggies, juice cup,    
dried fruit trail mix

Low-fat chocolate, strawberry or unflavored white milk served at each meal.
Choice of breakfast items from cart with juice and fruit.

Warm breakfast choice on Wednesdays.
Lunch option each day of the featured item or salad bar or yogurt with whole 

grain crackers or peanut butter & jelly or Grab&Go smoothie.

JR HIGH MENU
April 29 – May 3 

04242019

The First National Bank in Amboy
Amboy • Dixon
Franklin Grove
815-857-3625

www.fnbamboy.com

04
24

20
19

Softball
Alison O’Rourke

Baseball
Mitchell McLaughlin

Girls Track
Margaret Vaessen

Boys Track
Austin Norman

Amboy Community Unit 
School District #272

Wed., April 24  Kindergarten Preregistraion - Central School - 6:00-7:30 p.m.

 AJHS Scholastic Bowl Regionals @ TBA

Thurs., April 25  AHS Fresh/Soph Softball @ Dakota - 4:30 p.m.

 AHS Varsity Softball & Baseball (H) Dakota - 4:30 p.m.

 AHS Fresh/Soph Baseball (H) Dakota - 6:30 p.m.

 Board of Education Meeting – AJHS – 7:00 p.m

Fri., April 26  AHS Boys Track @ Oregon - 4:00 p.m.

 AHS Fresh/Soph Softball @ Oregon (West Park) - 4:30 p.m.

 AHS Varsity Softball (H) Oregon - 4:30 p.m.

Sat., April 27  AJHS Track (H-AHS) – 9:00 a.m.

Sun., April 28  AHS Spring Concert - Auditorium - 7:00 p.m.

Mon., April 29  EARLY DISMISSAL – SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT DAY

 AJHS – 1:15; Central – 1:20; AHS – 1:25

 AJHS Track (H) Polo/Forreston/Earlville – 4:00 p.m.

 AHS Fresh/Soph Baseball @ Ottawa (Masinelli Field) - 4:30 

p.m.

 AHS Varsity Softball & Baseball @ Earlville - 4:30 p.m.

Tues., April 30  AJHS Track @ Bureau Valley High School – 4:00 p.m.

 AHS Girls & Boys Track (H) Hinckley-BR/AFC/Milledgeville – 

4:00 p.m.

 AHS Fresh/Soph Baseball @ AFC - 4:30 p.m.

 AHS Varsity Softball & Baseball (H) AFC - 4:30 p.m.

AMBOY — Great pitching and plenty of 
timely hitting propelled Amboy to a 10-0 rout 
of Durand-Pecatonica in Northwest Upstate 
Illini Conference varsity baseball action on 
April 16 at City Park.

Hunter Zimmerly threw a complete-game 
three-hit shutout in leading the Clippers to the 
victory. He was in total command, striking 
out 12 and walking two over six innings. The 
game was called because of the 10-run rule.

Zimmerly also did plenty of damage with 
his bat. The senior pounded out three singles 
and had four runs batted in. 

Clayton Kemp also had a great day at the 
dish with three singles, a double and two RBI. 
Picking up two hits apiece were Lane Boehle 
(single, double) and Mitchell McLaughlin 
(two singles). Andrew Thier added a single 
and two runs batted in.

***

The Clippers defeated Durand-Pecatonica 
for the second time in two days, 9-3, on April 
18 at Du-Pec.

Amboy scored five of its runs in the final 
two frames to pull away for the conference 
win.

The weather was chilly but the Clippers’ 
bats were on fire as they pounded out 15 hits. 
McLaughlin led the attack with two singles 
and two doubles. Stroking two hits each were 

Kemp (single, double), Zimmerly (two sin-
gles), Maverick Lindenmeyer (two singles) 
and Logan Whelchel (two singles). Boehle 
added a double.

McLaughlin worked 6 2/3 strong innings 
on the hill to get the triumph. He gave up 
seven hits, three runs, walked two and struck 
out nine. Whelchel recorded the final out.

The Clippers improved to 7-6 overall and 
6-1 in league play.

Clippers baseball shuts out Durand-Pecatonica April 16

AMBOY — Amboy-LaMoille finished in 
the middle of the pack in the 44th annual Lady 
Steamer Invitational on April 16 at Fulton.

The Lady Clippers finished fifth out of 10 
teams with 55 points. 

The top four teams were Fulton (130), 
Milledgeville (91), Riverdale (68) and 
Erie-Prophetstown (57).

Amboy-LaMoille finished first in four 
events. The lone individual first went to 
Kylee Brown in the long jump with a dis-
tance of 17-0. That mark set a new LaMoille 
school record.

The Lady Clippers broke the tape in 
three of the four relays. Forming the 4x100 
team (52.48) were Sidney Corcoran, Brown, 
Brooklyn Whelchel and Emma Lundquist. 
The 4x400 team (4:17.32) consisted of 

Corcoran, Whelchel, Ashley Althaus and 
Lundquist. Also claiming the top spot was 
the 4x800 relay of Kaitlyn Ortgiesen, Kelynn 
Boyle, Dulce Bajarano and Ashley Althaus 
in a time of 11:06.

April 16 – Lady Steamer Invite
Fulton 130, Milledgeville 91, Riverdale 

68, Erie-Prophetstown 57, Amboy-LaMoille 
55, Clinton 42, Morrison 37, West Carroll 
32, Newman 12, Camanche 4

A-L 1st place: 4x100m relay (Sidney 
Corcoran, Kylee Brown, Brooklyn Whelchel, 
Emma Lundquist), 52.48; 4x400m relay 
(Corcoran, Whelchel, Ashley Althaus, 
Lundquist), 4:17.32; 4x800m relay (Kaitlyn 
Ortgiesen, Kelynn Boyle, Dulce Bajarano, 
A. Althaus), 11:06; Brown, long jump, 17-0

A-L 2nd place: 4x200m relay (Corcoran, 

Brown, Whelchel, Lundquist), 1:50.49
A-L 3rd place: Brown, 200m dash, 27.55
A-L 6th place: Ortgiesen, 300m hurdles, 

59.64
***
The Lady Clippers kept up their busy 

schedule when they traveled to Rock Falls 
for the Rock Falls Invitational on April 19. 
There were eight teams in the meet and A-L 
finished fifth with 70 points. Bureau Valley 
owned the top spot with 139 points.

Amboy-LaMoille took first place in one 
event, the 4x400-meter relay. The foursome 
of Corcoran, Whelchel, Lundquist and Ash-
ley Althaus ran a time of 4:13.20.

April 19 – Rock
Falls Invitational
Bureau Valley 139, Rock Falls, 113, Dix-

on 79, Milledgeville 76, Amboy-LaMoille 
70, Riverdale 43, Newman 18, St. Bede 13

A-L 1st place: 4x400m relay (Corcoran, 
Whelchel, Lundquist, A. Althaus), 4:13.2

A-L 2nd place: 4x100m relay (Corcoran, 
A. Althaus, Whelchel, Lundquist), 52.9; A. 
Althaus, 400m dash, 1:02.87; Lundquist, 
300m hurdles, 50.25; Brown, long jump, 
16-0.5

A-L 3rd place: Margaret Vaessen, 800m 
run, 2:30.49; 4x200m relay (Corcoran, A. 
Althaus, Whelchel, Lundquist), 1:51.48; 
4x800m relay (Ortgiesen, Boyle, Lauren 
Althaus, Vaessen), 10:51.48

A-L 4th place: Boyle, 3200m run, 13:57
A-L 5th place: L. Althaus, 800m run, 

2:43.43; Vaessen, 1600m run, 5:52.95; 
Corcoran, 100m dash, 14.07

Lady Clippers finish in middle of the pack in Rock Falls

AMBOY — Amboy and Durand battled 
into extra innings with the Lady Clippers 
coming out a winner, 6-5, in Northwest Up-
state Illini Conference varsity softball action 
on April 16 at Durand.

Amboy trailed 4-2 entering the top of 
the fifth, but it plated three runs to take a 
5-4 lead. Durand answered with a run to 
tie the game in the bottom of the fifth and 
the score remained 5-5 until the top of the 
eighth when Dani Hochstatter was hit by a 
pitch with the bases loaded to drive in the 
game-winning run.

Alison O’Rourke swung a hot bat with a 
single, double and solo home run. Savannah 

Ikens collected a pair of singles.
Bailee Highbarger was the winning pitcher. 

She gave up eight hits, walked one and struck 
out four.

***
Durand got revenge on the Lady Clippers 

with a 12-2 win on April 18 at Durand.
The Lady Bulldogs plated four runs in 

the first inning and were never headed. They 
owned a 9-0 lead through four innings before 
Amboy scored its only two runs in the top of 
the fifth on a two-run homer by Hochstatter.

Highbarger took the loss for the Lady 
Clippers, who are 9-3 overall and 5-2 in the 
league.

Lady Clippers beat Durand 
after extra innings

Recycle! Recycle! Recycle!

ORION – The Amboy-LaMoille boys’ 
track team will participate in the Orion Class 
1A Sectional on Friday, May 17.

Other teams in the sectional include Ashton 
(A.-Franklin Center), Cambridge [Coop], 
Earlville [Coop], Galva, Granville (Putnam 
County), Henry (H.-Senachwine) [Coop], 
Hinckley (H.-Big Rock), Kewanee (Wethers-
field) [Coop], Manlius (Bureau Valley), Orion, 
Peru (St. Bede), Princeville, Shabbona (Indian 
Creek) [Coop], Somonauk, Spring Valley 

(Hall) and Toulon (Stark County).
First- and second-place winners in each 

event, including relay teams, from the sec-
tional will advance to the State Final Meet. 
In addition, any individual or relay team who 
equals or surpasses the qualifying standard 
in the finals for the class they represent in 
the sectional meet will advance to the State 
Final Meet in their class.

The State Meet will be May 23-25 in 
Charleston.

Clippers boys track team 
sectionals announced

ERIE – The Amboy-LaMoille girls’ track 
team has been assigned to the Erie Class 1A 
Sectional to be held on Thursday, May 9. 
Field events will begin at 4 p.m. and running 
events will start at 5:30 p.m.

Other schools in the field include Aledo 
(Mercer County), Ashton (A.-Franklin Cen-
ter), Cambridge [Coop], Earlville [Coop], 
Erie [Coop], Fulton (H.S.) [Coop], Manlius 
(Bureau Valley), Milledgeville [Coop],Mor-
rison, Orion, Port Byron (Riverdale), Rock 
Island (Alleman), Shabbona (Indian Creek) 

[Coop], Sherrard, Sterling (Newman Central 
Catholic) and Taylor Ridge (Rockridge).

First- and second-place winners in each 
event, including relay teams, from the sec-
tional will advance to the State Final Meet. 
In addition, any individual or relay team who 
equals or surpasses the qualifying standard 
in the finals for the class they represent in 
the sectional meet will advance to the State 
Final Meet in their class.

The State Meet will be May 16-18 in 
Charleston.

Lady Clippers track team assigned 
to Erie sectional meet

MENDOTA – The 2019 Mendota Sweet 
Corn Festival Golf Outing is scheduled for 
Saturday, June 1. The shotgun start will begin 
at 1:30 p.m. at the Mendota Golf Club.

The cost is $65 per person or $260 for a 
foursome. 

The entry fee includes 18 holes of golf 
with cart, tee gifts, entry into contests, one 

raffle ticket, cook-your-own steak dinner and 
prizes for winners.

The outing is sponsored by the Mendota 
Area Chamber of Commerce. For more in-
formation or an entry form, call the Chamber 
office at (815) 539-6507. Entry forms are 
also available at the Mendota Golf Club. 
The registration deadline is Friday, May 17.

Mendota Sweet Corn Festival 
to host golf outing June 1

Email news items to tgreenfield@
amboynews.com
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AMBOY FOOD & LIQUOR
Drop-off and pick-up service available at 

the store on Mondays and Fridays for 
Sauk Valley Cleaners (815) 288-1322. 

Same price as Dixon location.

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

815-857-7020
Now Accepting EBT 
Link Cards and WIC

Grocery delivery for disabled & 
senior citizens - in town only.

 Hours
Mon. – Thurs., 7 a.m. – 9 p.m. 

Fri. & Sat., 7 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Sun., 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.

“April is made of such wonderful things, Sunbeams and tulips and butterfly wings.” ~ Unknown author

Sale Prices Valid April 24-30, 2019   – Limited Quantities – While Supplies Last

WEEKLY SPECIALS

HOT BUYS

PRODUCE

Quaker Rice Cakes 
4-7 oz Assorted

JIF Peanut 
Butter 
Assorted 16 oz 

Blueberries Mini 
Cucumbers 
6 ct 

Broccoli 

$199

$199
Reg. Price $2.59 ea.

/containerea./bunch

Rice-A-Roni 
4.2-7.2 oz 

Reg. Price $3.79 ea.

$299
Reg. Price $8.99 ea.

$799

Reg. Price $2.69-2.79  ea.

ea. ea.

ea.

ea.

ea. ea.

Sale goes through April 30, 2019
04242019

General Mills 
Bugles or Chex 
Mix 
Assorted 6-8.75 oz 

Tropicana 
Juice 
Assorted 52 oz 

International 
Delights 
Creamer Liquid 
Assorted 16 oz 

Shurfine Texas 
Toast, Garlic 
Bread or Sticks 
10.29-16 oz 

Shurfine 
Waffles 
Assorted 12.3 oz 

Heinz Ketchup 
38 oz 

Seabest 
Cooked Shrimp 
41-50 ct. 

Reg. Price $2.69 ea.

2/$4

$149

$399
Reg. Price $2.69 ea.

$199

Reg. Price $1.89 ea.

Reg. Price $5.39 ea.

Shurfine Pasta 
Assorted 12-16 oz 

Shurfine Syrup 
Assorted 24 oz 

Oscar Mayer Bacon 
Bits 
Assorted 2.8-3 oz 

Reg. Price $2.89 ea.

2/$4
Reg. Price $2.69 ea.

2/$4

Red Seedless 
Grapes 

lb.

Plums 

3/$12/$1
Reg. Price $1.69 ea.

$129
Reg. Price $1.69 ea.

2/$250

Shurfine 
Canned 
Tomatoes 
28-29 oz 

Shurfine Bacon 
16 oz 

Johnsonville Brats 
Fresh or Frozen Assorted 19 oz  

Reg. Price $4.19-5.89 ea.
ea.

General Mills Cereal 
Assorted 

Reg. Price $3.49-4.99 ea.

2/$6

Kemp’s Ice Cream 
Assorted 132 oz 

Reg. Price $7.29 ea.

$599
ea.

Coke Products 
24 pack cans 

Reg. Price $8.99 ea.

Reg. Price $5.69 ea.

$199 $199 $179
Peaches 

$449 $399

$799
ea.

99¢
ea.

Reg. Price $1.89 ea.

2/$3

$199

Reg. Price $1.29 ea.

MEGADEAL!

MEGADEAL!

MEGADEAL!

MEGADEAL!
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Celebrating our Farming Heritage!

MEAD 
FAMILY FARMS
170th Year of Family Farming

Mead Farm was granted Centennial 
 Family Farm status on May 19, 1972, and  
Sesquicentennial Status on April 10, 2006.

The Sesquicentennial Farm is an irrigated 
tract and raises seed corn, corn, soybeans, 

and vegetables. 04242019

HIGHWAY 52 • SUBLETTE, IL 61367
(815) 849-5232 • 1-800-227-5203

www.vaessenbrothers.com
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Greg, Kourtney, Neal, Jeff, & Nick Vaessen all agree - 
Customer service & satisfaction are the most important quality they offer.
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By Michael Chunko
Special to 
The Amboy News

Tom Mead is a man 
who enjoys stories. 
He has plenty to 

share, if you take time to 
head out to his base of oper-
ations and (by his admission) 
cluttered office and want 
to sit for a while. You’ll be 
fascinated and come away 
with an appreciation of the 
human spirit and ethic of 
hard work.  “Dad was 75 
when he passed,” he begins, 
smiling at the thought of the 
man who mentored him and 
never slowed down too much 
until he had to. “He was a 
man who averaged about 
five hours of sleep a night, 
and always had something 
going,” Tom explains.  

But that’s just the begin-
ning of his reminisces of 
yesteryear.

“We’re beginning our 
170th year of linear family 
that has owned and farmed 
the “Sesquicentennial Farm,” 
property just west of Amboy. 
That tract of land is part 
of what brought the Mead 
family to this area in 1850, 
along with the friendship of 
the Harvey family who lived 
near them in Ireland. 

“They came here first; we 
followed,” he said.

“My dad also re-powered 

Memories and Machines:
A visit to Mead Sesquicentennial Farm

farm tractors,” Tom relates, 
taking engines from 160 to 
320hp; that’s been written up 
in some area newspapers, but 
not too much about our farm 
and its history.

“I did some research and 
discovered that Mead Farms 
is the one of the four oldest 
family farms in Lee County 
and oldest in Amboy Town-
ship, and I have a photograph 

of two young men on a horses; 
one of them is my grandfather 
and the other is his brother, 
Frank,” he says, smiling at 
the tattered and aging photo.  

See MEAD page B3

Vaessen Brothers Chevrolet, Inc., 
was started in 1926 by Paul and 
Ralph Vaessen as an auto-repair 

shop. In l933, the Vaessens obtained the 
franchise with Chevrolet.

In 1953, the dealership expanded.
While repairs were still being made at the 

first location, the new building (currently 
known as Rt. 52 Roadhouse) consisted of 
a showroom, office and a three-bay service 
station.

By 1976, the dealership was ready for 
expansion again to where they are currently 
located. In 1977, Ralph Vaessen retired and 
his son, Neal joined the business.

When Paul retired, Neal and his wife, 
Donna, became full owners of the business.

Their three sons, Greg (Fixed Operations 
Manager), Jeff (Parts Manager) and Nick 
(Sales Manager) have all joined the business. 
In 1998, the business underwent a remodel 
in the current building.

Greg’s daughter, Kourtney joined the busi-
ness as the Internet Manager and is the first 
of the fourth generation to join the business. 
In the year of 2012, the dealership underwent 

a full remodel of their building and expanded 
the showroom by adding a new-car delivery 
stall and two more sales offices. The remodel 
was fully finished in 2014.

Today the second, third and fourth gen-
eration all work together to help provide the 
customers with the best car buying experience 
in the area. 

“We are a family owned and operated 
business providing the best in the area ser-
vice department, a great parts department 
and wide selection of new Chevrolets and 
used vehicles.”

This year, Vaessen Brothers Chevrolet, 
Inc., will be celebrating 93 years of business. 
Their most recent remodel in 2012 changed 
the front of its building and the inside from 
top to bottom.

Come see how great their building looks 
for yourself. In the sales department, they have 
sales consultants who have received the Mark 
of Excellence Award for their outstanding 
work, and in the service department they have 
ASE and GM Certified technicians.

They are family owned and operated – let 
them treat you like family too!

Vaessen Brothers Chevrolet 
celebrating 93 years

Family owned and operated, Vaessen Brothers Chevrolet will be celebrating its 93rd years in business this year.
Photo submitted
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According to history, Patrick Mead immi-

grated to the United States in the late 1830’s 
with his brother, John.  On the day he left 
Ireland, Patrick married one Mary O’Brien.  
After securing passage to the United States, 
he sent for his wife about 16 months later.  
When he finally arrived in Amboy, which 
was still largely unincorporated, he took 
residence near what was the Amboy Hospital.  

Some of this biographical information was 
included in the book, “The Biography of a 
Country Town: USA, and lists him among 
early settlers in the area in 1841.  In 1844, 
Patrick filed for his U.S. citizenship, and 
finally became so on April 4, 1847.  In 1850, 
Patrick and Mary purchase the 160 acres (now 
called the Sesquicentennial Farm) for $200.  

Because the Harvey family was already 
here and in residence, the former Irish fam-
ilies became neighbors once again in the 
States. Patrick later donated the property at 
the corner of Amboy and Morgan Roads for 
what was to become the Green School.  The 
house and original buildings have vanished, 
but ample farm acreage remains.

When Patrick died, the farm was divided 
equally between his daughter, Mary Mead 
and son, John.  In 1882, John married Mar-
garet and they would become parents of 
seven children, among them Tom’s grand-
father, James.  His brother, Thomas, holds 
the distinction of being one of the first three 
CPA’s (Certified Public Accountant) in the 
United States working for Wells Fargo, 
Price Waterhouse, and Lloyds of London.  
Grandfather James married Margret Dulen 
and they would have three children, Edward 
(Tom’s father) and two daughters.  

Tom, who is the current owner of the 
Sesquicentennial property, married Debra 
and they have four children, Jodi, Jacqueline, 
Shawn, and Eric.  Tom and his wife also 
enjoy three grandchildren, Dalton, Brady, 
and Tauvarius.

The Sesquicentennial Farm is an irrigated 
tract and raises seed corn, corn, soybeans, 
and vegetables including peas, sweet corn, 
lima beans, and green beans.

The west half of the original Mead Farm 
has not been sold since being purchased orig-
inally in 1850 by Tom’s great-great-grandfa-
ther.  Deeds were to transfer interest to Tom’s 
great grandfather by heirs of Patrick Mead, 
then to Tom’s father, Edward, and finally 
to Tom and his wife, Debra, who currently 
own and operate the land.  Mead Farm was 
granted Centennial Family Farm status on 
May 19, 1972, and Sesquicentennial Status 
on April 10, 2006.

Hard work helped establish the Mead 
family in the Amboy area, but, Tom says, 
work is never work if you love what you’re 
doing.

“I have a daughter and a son-in-law 

farming with me and a grandson who is a 
sophomore at Platteville in Wisconsin, and 
I suppose he’ll join us on a part-time basis 
at first and then get more involved later,” 
he said.

Tom says the concept of the family farm 
is evolving.  

“Many people think of a family farm as 
just a few people running things by them-
selves as a family unit with maybe 2,500 
acres. That’s one definition. Then you have 
the people who are really reaching and 
acquire maybe 30,000 acres total. We have 
several in this area that are 20,000 acres and 
more. So, what are we calling a family farm 
since they come in all shapes and sizes?  

“I first drove a tractor when I was about 
seven years old. I wouldn’t put a youngster 
that age on a tractor nowadays for anything,” 
he assures, then continues about his major 
life influence, his dad.

He labored many and varied hours when 
Tom was growing up, usually second shift 
at the Henry Pratt valve facility in Rock 
Falls, where he worked 31 years as a jour-
neyman Machinist. Much of their product 
was valves for naval submarines and he 
had to be certified in order to do the work.  
And he farmed at the same time. He also 
re-powered tractors and developed a kit that 
Cummins Engine Co., bought the rights to.

“One thing dad didn’t do very much of 
was sleep. He’d work second shift and then 
be up at 6:00 the next morning. He worked 
hard, maybe too hard, and died when he 
was 75, in 2000. But he loved what he did. 
Didn’t seem to affect his thinking that much, 
because he could meet someone once and 
remember them years later. I can’t do it, I 
think my brain is becoming more and more 
cluttered with data,” he laughs.

His dad aspired for his children’s best. 
“Dad wanted us to be the best we could 

be to make our lives better. I went to Sauk 
Valley Community College the first year it 
was open. I really liked it and went for two 
more and graduated and then went to SIU 
in Carbondale, graduated in 1971, with a 
degree in Accounting; I came out of college 
and worked in banking as a loan officer for 
about seven years in Utica and Triumph.  
The agronomy, methods of farming, etc., 
I learned that hands on. I was trained in 
finance.”

He says young people today who want 
to get in farming have to realize that time 
is the dictator.  

“I can remember when there was a little 
more money to be made, lots of young men 
and women wanted to get into farming, but 
now, it’s going the other way.  The commit-
ment just isn’t there, and it’s not because 
they’re lazy. It’s more about time.  When 
it’s time to plant, you have to plant, even 

MEAD continued from page B2

 

 

 

  

    Deposit      Services Loans & Lines 

 Checking 
 Savings 
 Money Market 
 CD’s & IRA’s 

 Online Banking 
 Mobile Banking 
 Online Bill Pay 
 Debit Cards 

 Agricultural 
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 Consumer 
 Residential  

Earlville 
137 S. Main St. 
815-246-8411 

Paw Paw 
235 Chicago Rd. 

815-627-2651 

Sublette 
303 S. Pennsylvania Ave. 

815-849-5242 

Woodhaven 
3 E. Woodhaven Dr. 

815-849-5918 

   www.pioneerstatebank.com 

Building the Path to your Success 

when it’s getting late and well into the night.  
I was on the Amboy School Board for 20 
years and there were times I had to miss a 
meeting to get crops in.”

Stories. Tom loves telling stories.  He says 
he heard many growing up and mentions 
that he probably should’ve paid attention 
to more of them.  He talks about his ma-
ternal grandfather and says that during the 
Depression, he cut and sold wood.  At the 
time, they lived a little past Amboy in a town 
that doesn’t exist anymore.  They lived back 
in the woods in two tents.

“One was used for keeping food cold 
and the other was the living quarters.  The 
house burned and my granddad put up these 
two tents.  Some time ago, my wife was 
talking to a woman she knew in Franklin 
Grove and that lady told her she knew her 
mother-in-law.  She said that despite having 
a big house of her own she always loved 
going over to that tent house because it was 
warm, and there was always food.  To her, 
a warm home, a place to sleep, something 
to eat, well, that was real wealth.  It wasn’t 
how much money you had in the bank or in 
the house.”

Tom brings out a poster announcing the 
pull competition in Mendota in 1969. Yes, 
they won handily, and as Tom points out, 
“we built some really good tractors.  I won 
just about every pull I was ever in; that was 
a winning machine, I can tell you,” he says.  
As good as it was, in a few years the tractor 
was outclassed; others came along building 
bigger and better machines.” 

Retirement is something Tom thinks 
about, but not a lot.  

“Oh yeah, I think I might retire; I’ll likely 
wait until my grandson is out of college and 
see how I feel about it then,” he said.

When he does retire, he’ll leave quite 
a legacy of employment including being a 
loan officer, school board member, and of 
course, farming. 

Tom counts these jobs learning experi-
ences, from re-powering tractors to machine 
work to banking.  

“I guess I didn’t learn everything, because 
there had to be some time to play, like when 
I did the tractor pulls,” he said.

Tom says his father’s influence is felt by 
the people who knew him.

“The highest compliment anyone could 
ever pay me is when they tell me I remind 
them of my dad. He wasn’t perfect; he didn’t 
have the opportunity to graduate from high 
school. He was invited to what would have 
been his 50th class reunion, regardless. 
His friend said that he was one of the more 
successful people he knew and wanted him 
there,” Tom said. 

Hard work, a love of life, and a love of 
the work Tom has done for decades has been 
his mainstay.  

Tom sees technology playing a bigger 
and bigger part in the farming industry, and 
he cites tractors that are self-guided running 
up and down rows since 2013, and there’s 
likely more coming.  Whatever comes down 
the row, Tom will be ready for it, and turn a 
challenge into a reality. 

Pioneer State Bank is a reliable and 
innovative financial institution that 
emphasizes customer service with a 

personal touch to the communities it serves. 
The bank is a subsidiary of NBE Bancshares, 
Inc., and has served the community and sur-
rounding areas since 1938 with full-service 
branch locations located at 137 S. Main Street 
in Earlville, 235 Chicago Road in Paw Paw 
and in Sublette at 303 Pennsylvania Ave., and 
3 E. Woodhaven Drive.

The bank has worked to grow by con-
tinuing to add new products and services to 
better meet the needs of its customers. While 
offering all of the traditional banking services, 
Pioneer State Bank continues to bring new 
banking technology to its customers.

Internet banking enables customers to 
make account inquires, perform secure 
transactions such as loan payments, online 
bill pay, view monthly statements, and make 
account transfers. We invite those who are 
interested, but have not signed up for this 
service to access the bank’s website, www.
pioneerstatebank.com, and make life a little 
easier with online banking.

Pioneer State Bank has added a FREE 
mobile application for smart phone users. 
This application provides all the same secure 
benefits available for internet banking along 
with the ability to make mobile check deposits, 
locate an ATM nearest you and receive text 
message notifications.

In addition to the internet and mobile 
banking options, Pioneer State Bank offers 

checking customers a free Visa Debit card 
for use at most retailers as well as our seven 
convenient ATM locations.

Pioneer State Bank has the expertise to 
meet all of your loan needs with an experi-
enced team of lenders specializing in agricul-
tural, commercial, consumer and residential 
loans. They provide local decision making, 
prompt attentive service and highly compet-
itive rates. Please feel free to contact Quint 
Harmon, President/ CLO; Suli Gazafer, SR 
VP/Commercial Lender; Mark Govednik, VP/
AG Lender or Jody Helgesen, AVP/Consumer 
Loan Officer for all of your lending needs. 

Present members of the board include 
James R. Bann, Chairman of the Board; 
Michael R. Stevens, CEO of Pioneer State 
Bank; Quint T. Harmon President & CLO 
of Pioneer State Bank; Mark E. Anderson; 
Robert J. Gast; Neva J. Ikler; John A. Landers; 
and Frederick S. Nelson.

Pioneer State Bank, your community 
bank, wants you to know that we are a strong, 
stable financial institution dedicated to doing 
what is best for our customers, community 
and surrounding areas. You can trust us with 
the safekeeping of your hard-earned money 
and have peace of mind knowing that your 
deposits are secure. We help hard-working 
Americans every day invest in their future and 
borrow for what they need. Our mission has 
always been to work with you and to provide 
exceptional customer service with a personal 
touch. Pioneer State Bank – Building the Path 
to Your Success!

Pioneer State Bank can 
help on path to success
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1,129
Years of Continuous Service 

to the Community

AMBOY PROGRESS

2019
165 Years

The Amboy News
Since 1854

245 E. Main St. • Amboy
(815) 857-2311

152 Years
Dimond Bros. 

Insurance
Since 1867

10 E. Division • Amboy
(815) 857-3966

 120 Years
Leffelman & 

Associates, Inc.
Since 1899

111 W. Main • Sublette • (815) 849-5219
16 S. Jones Ave. • Amboy

(815) 857-2125
www.leffelmanassoc.com

110 Years
Maplehurst Farms

Since 1909
377 N. Josiah Ave.  Amboy  

(815) 857-3523

109 Years
Jones-Berry  
Lumber Co.

Since 1910
1 S. Commercial • Amboy    

(815) 857-2525
www.jonesberrylumber.com 

93 Years
Vaessen Brothers 

Chevrolet, Inc.
Since 1926

Highway 52, Sublette, IL
(815) 849-5202 (800)227-5203

52 Years
Gerdes  

Auto & Truck 
Sales & Service

Since 1968
128 S. Mason • Amboy • (815) 857-3722

48 Years
Woodhaven  
Lakes Realty

Since 1971
509 LaMoille Rd.

Sublette
(800) 849-9574

47 Years
Mihm-Jones  

Funeral Home
Since 1972

303 E. Main St. • Amboy 
(815) 857-2611 • www.thejonesfh.com

44 Years
Sensient Flavors

Since 1975
25 E. Main St. • Amboy

(815) 857-3691
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43 Years

Art Espe  
State Farm 
Insurance

Since 1976
221 N. Mason Ave. • Amboy

(815) 857-2624

39 Years
Meusel’s  

Dairy Delite
Since 1980

303 S. Mason • Amboy • (815) 857-2050
118 E. 7th St. • Dixon

(815) 284-0912

38 Years
Amboy Family 

Restaurant
Since 1981

211 E Main Street, Amboy
(815) 857-3985

24 Years
Teen Turf

Since 1995
235 W. Main St. • Amboy

 (815) 857-4800
www.teenturf.org

22 Years
Nails By Lisa

Since 1997
42 S. Jones Ave. • Amboy

(815) 857-4446

15 Years
The Last Alarm 

“Firehouse Pub”
Since 2004

 43 S. East Ave.  Amboy
(815) 857-3483

3 Years
Amboy  

Food & Liquor
Since 2016

242 E. Main Street, Amboy
(815) 857-7020

3 Years
Two Sisters On 

Main
Since 2016

234 E. Main Street, Amboy

2 Years
Erbes Realty

Since 2017
1922 Tower Rd. • Sublette

(815) 535-6293
Over 30 Years of Experience
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Amboy High School 
11 E. Hawley Ave., Amboy

Principal - Janet Crownhart
Grades 9-12

Amboy
Schools

140 S. Appleton Ave., Amboy
Principal - Andrew Full

Grades 5-8

Amboy Junior High 

30 E. Provost St., Amboy
Principal - Joyce Schamberger

Grades K-4

Amboy Central 
Elementary School

25 E. Main St., Amboy, IL
www.sensient.com

Sensient Flavors LLC serves customers worldwide. 

Sensient Flavors in Amboy is a specialty plant making a full range of flavors, 
flavor bases, inclusions, fruit preps and sauces for ice cream, yogurt and 
other sweet applications.
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With the launch 
of their new 
website, www.

jonesberrylumber.com, 
Jones-Berry Lumber now of-
fers even more convenience 
for their customers. This 
user-friendly website makes 
it easy to browse Jones-Ber-
ry’s comprehensive catalog 
of hardware items and place 
orders from the comfort of 
home. 

Shoppers  now have 
instant online access to 
Jones-Berry’s vast array 
of merchandise including 
hand tools, electrical, lawn 
and garden, power tools and 
accessories, plumbing, au-
tomotive, fasteners, heating 
and cooling, sporting goods, 
hunting, fishing and camping 
supplies, hardware, house-
wares, office and school 
supplies, paint and sundries. 

Customers are invited to 
check out the new website, 
where they will also find 
special door buster coupons, 
details about the product lines 
Jones-Berry carries and a 

convenient link to e-mail 
questions or submit an order.

After more than 100 
years serving Amboy and 
the surrounding area, the 
Jones-Berry Lumber Com-
pany is pleased to move 
forward with this new tech-
nology while staying true 
to their commitment of 
customer service, which has 
been their mission right from 
the start.

The lumber company 
began with William Jones, 
a farmer and businessman 
born and raised in Bradford 
Township, who formed the 
lumber company in 1910. 
Jones was committed to “rea-
sonable prices and honorable 
methods” a practice that is 
honored to this day.

Over the years construc-
tion products and tech-
niques have changed but the 
commitment to customer 
service remains the same 
at Jones-Berry. They offer 
personal, friendly, courteous 
and honorable service. 

While technology has 

been added to their offerings, 
the skilled staff at Jones-Ber-
ry is still on hand to provide 
a variety of special services. 
This includes custom build-
ing in the shop of storage 
sheds, decks, feed bunks, 
shade structures for livestock 
and recreational furniture. 
They can also repair win-
dows, cut pipes, cut keys, 
sharpen chain saw blades 
and lawn mower blades. 
Free estimates are available 
for services. 

Jones-Berry carries many 
popular brand names in 

hardware items, paint, tools, 
electrical and plumbing 
supplies. Names such as 
Andersen, Valspar, Cabot, 
Stanley, National, Cooper, 
Genova, Werner, Irwin, Rust 
Oleum, Milwaukee, DeWalt, 
Kwikset and many more are 
on the shelves.

In addition to 20 pound pro-

pane exchange, Jones-Berry 
handles industrial gas ex-
change for Airgas. 

A recent addition to prod-
uct services is Schaeffer Oil 
products for the farm and 
trucking industry featuring 
lubrication oil, hydraulic oil, 
grease and more. 

Jones-Berry is open seven 

days a week for customer 
convenience. Their hours 
are 7 a.m.–5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m.–3 p.m. 
on Saturday and 10 a.m.–1 
p.m. on Sunday. 

So if you are in the midst 
of a project and find yourself 
in need of something, they 
will be there to help you out.

Jones-Berry Lumber adds new 
website for shopping convenience

Jones-Berry Lumber continues to provide the same friendly service customers have come to expect.

Visit Jones-Berry Lumber seven days a week for all your home and 
garden projects, or go to their website www.JonesBerryLumber.com 

any time of day or night to shop from their online catalogue.

LUMBER Western SPF 2x4 & 2x6, premium stud grade 2x4-8 and precuts. Douglas fir 2x8 through 2x12 for 
superior framing strength and integrity

PLYWOOD Southern pine sheathing, fir sanded, superply and oriented strand board (OSB)

ROOFING 3 tab and composition architectural shingles, modified bitumen, ice and water shield as well as 
roll roofing products
INSULATION  faced and unfaced fiberglass, cellulose and blown fiberglass products, insulated sheathing
TRUSS Roof truss, floor truss, LVL, Laminated Beams, 1 joist to 60 feet
CEMENT Portland, Brickset, Premix Concrete products, Cement Block, 
Patio Block, Brick
MILLWORK Andersen & Hayfield windows & doors. Insulated doors, moulding, barn sash. EMCO doors.
HARDWARE Name brand builders hardware and painting including Valspar, Olympic, Sikkens, DAP, 3-M, 
Makita, Stanley, National, Leviton, Genova and more.

— CUSTOM —
• Decks - supplies or assembled units in a variety of sizes. Featuring #1 SYP, thick deck Ponderosa pine, Trex and 

Timber Tech

• Utility buildings from 4x8 to 10x20. Assembled and delivered ready to use.

• Repair: key cutting, chain saw sharpening, lawnmower blade sharpening, reglazing, rescreening, 
pipe threading

• Propane tank exchange and Airgas industrial gas exchange station

Jones-Berry Lumber Co.
Hardware and Building Materials

1 South Commercial • Amboy, Il 61310
Phone (815)857-2525

APROG2017

www.jonesberrylumber.com

AMBOY — With the 
support of the community, 
The Warehouse Boutique and 
Salon has seen a successful 
beginning and is looking 
forward to the future.

Vickie Vinnedge-Gerdes 
and husband, Bill Gerdes, 
purchased the AgView FS 
warehouse, located at 204 N. 
Jefferson, in Amboy, in 2015. 

Vinnedge-Gerdes said she 
originally thought of having 
an “occasional store” when 
the warehouse space became 
available but was approached 
about the need for salon space 
by local stylists. The concept 
of boutique and salon was 
formulated and the trans-
formation from warehouse 
to a unique rustic/industrial 
space began. In November 
2017, a grand opening was 
held on The Warehouse 
Boutique and Salon.

The boutique features a 
variety of clothing, jewelry, 
gift items and home décor. 

Community support helps The Warehouse Boutique continue to grow

This remodeled room at The Warehouse Boutique will be 
where skin care treatments will be offered. It is also where 
spray tanning is done.

Tonja Greenfield/Amboy News

Vinnedge-Gerdes and her 
daughter make all of the 
leather earrings available at 
the boutique, and they were 
recently commissioned to 
sell their jewelry at a store 
in Roscoe.

“The community has re-
ally embraced and supported 
us,” Vinnedge-Gerdes said. 

There are five stylists 
in the salon, and two part-
time staff, while Vinnedge-
Gerdes herself does nails and 
runs the day to day operations 
of the boutique. 

The salon currently offers 
spray tanning, and their tan-
ning bed will be ready for 
customers once their license 
is approved by the state of 
Illinois.

Vinnedge-Gerdes said 
Cameron Koch is currently 
going to school to train as 
an esthetician, and by next 
spring, the salon will be able 
to offer skin care treatments, 
like facials, to its customers.

Another avenue of growth 
for the salon is that they 
are looking for a dedicated 
barber to join their team of 
stylists, Vinnedge-Gerdes 
said.

The business is in the 
process of expanding into 
the adjacent space of the va-
cant warehouse. Vinnedge-
Gerdes said this space, once 

The stand up tanning bed will be available for usage as 
soon as the license from the state of Illinois arrives.

Tonja Greenfield/Amboy News

ture wine tastings and live 
music. 

Vinnedge-Gerdes said she 
is also looking into starting 
a summer kids club with art 
classes that would be housed 
in the expansion. 

There are even plans for 
the outside of the business.

Vinnedge-Gerdes said 
they are thinking about host-
ing a food truck festival this 
summer. She said she would 
like to see them host commu-
nity events that would bring 
everyone together.

The salon is open for ap-
pointments Monday-Satur-
day, with walk-ins available 
on Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday. The 
boutique is open Thursday 
from 9 a.m. – 7 p.m., Fridays 
from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., and Sat-
urdays from 9 a.m. to noon. 
Appointments may be made 
by calling 815-857-9273.

Shopping can also be 
done online at www.theware-
houseboutique.com.

completed, will be able to be 
used for multiple purposes, 
and could even be a hall for 
rental. One idea, she said, is 
that they are looking at using 
the space for an occasional 
evening out that would fea-

The salon offers nail services, including pedicures.
Tonja Greenfield/Amboy NewsAP
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Full Service Salon - Hair, Nails, Waxing,  
Spray Tanning, Tanning Beds, Shopping and More to Come
THE WAREHOUSE BOUTIQUE

204 N Jefferson Ave. | Amboy, IL

815-857-9273
Open for appointments Monday-Saturday • Walk-Ins •  W, TH, F, S

Boutique Hours: Th. 9-7 • F 9-5 • Sat 9-Noon
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Amboy
Area

Churches
First Baptist Church

24 N. Mason, Amboy
Pastor Rocky Fritz

St. Patrick Catholic Church
32 N. Jones, Amboy

Father Timothy Draper, Pastor

United First Church of Amboy
East Main & Jefferson, Amboy

Pastor Mark Glenn

Immanuel Lutheran Church
960 US Route 52, Amboy

Pastor Barb Otten Grace Fellowship Church
37 East Ave. (Amboy Farm Building), Amboy

Pastor Brian McWethy

Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Locust Street, Sublette
Father Randy Fronek

East Grove Union Church
449 Reuter Rd., Amboy

Pastor Richard Wulf

First Congregational UCC of Lee Center
1140 Inlet Rd., Lee Center

Pastor Jack M. Briggs
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Our Family Protecting Your Family For 50 Years

AMBOY
815-857-2125

SUBLETTE
815-849-5219

LAMOILLE
815-638-2171

• AUTO • HOME • VACATION HOME • FARM • CROP • BUSINESS  •LIFE • HEALTH
Give us a call 

today!

Leffelman & Associates to mark 50 years (2019)
Continuing a local 
insurance tradition 

since 1899

Customer satisfac-
tion is the key to 
Leffelman & As-

sociates. For the past 50 
years, their focus has been 
on integrity, professionalism 
and stability. In that time, 
Leffelman & Associates has 
grown from a small, one-man 
independent agency into a 
three-office, three-genera-
tion, 12-employee agency. 

Reflecting on the past five 
decades, Larry Leffelman 
said back in 1969 he was 
employed at an insurance 
company in Bloomington 
when suddenly an opportu-
nity arose. “Out of nowhere 
I got a note regarding the 
possible purchase of the 
Wilson Roemmich Agency 
in Sublette,” he recalled. “I 
had been in the Army and 
traveled quite a bit but I had 
always wanted to come back 
to Sublette.” 

Leffelman had been work-
ing in insurance for six or 
seven years at that time but 
he was ready for a change and 
welcomed the opportunity 
to be his own boss. The note 
presented a way he could 
get back to Sublette and be 
able to stay in the insurance 
business, which he liked. 

After doing some research 
on the Wilson Roemmich 
Agency, whose origin dates 
back to 1899, he was advised 
by a co-worker that it would 
be a good investment. The 
deal was finalized that year 
and Leffelman opened his 
office in the front part of 
what is now La Fiesta with 
one employee, Rosalee Full. 

As a new business owner, 
Leffelman utilized the les-
sons he learned while attend-
ing Officer Candidate School 
in the Army. His goal was to 
work at least three nights a 
week, in addition to regular 
business hours. “OCS teaches 
you discipline,” he explained. 
“That’s what drove me, guid-
ed me. We worked hard and 
built up our business fast.” 

When opportunities to 
expand were presented, 
Leffelman was ready. He pur-
chased the Burkardt Agency 
in Sublette in 1972, the Duffy 
Agency in Amboy in 1980 
and the Ortgiesen Agency 
in Amboy in 1990. He also 
opened an office in LaMoille. 
“It was a wonderful, wonder-
ful experience,” Leffelman 
said of the past 50 years.

Although Leffelman and 
his wife, Rose, are now re-
tired, the business remains in 
the family with their daugh-
ter, Chris Klein taking over as 
CEO and their two grandchil-
dren, Riley Klein and Lexi 

Sublette Office
111 W. Main Street, Sublette

Willey, also working in the 
business. “They’ve done a 
heck of a job,” he said. “I’m 
very pleased with everything 
that’s going on.” 

Chris Klein, CIC (Cer-
tified Insurance Counselor) 
AFIS (Agribusiness & Farm 
Insurance Specialist) has 
over 40 years of experience. 

She started working for the 
agency as a file clerk when 
she was 12, before working 
full time in 1985.

Chris’ daughter, Lexi, 
came to the agency full 
time in 2013 after getting 
her degree in business man-
agement from Sauk Valley 
Community College. Chris’ 
son, Riley, started full time 
in 2014 after graduating from 
the University of Illinois with 
a degree in agricultural and 
consumer economics.

As the Leffelman family 
celebrates the agency’s 50th 
anniversary this year, they 
are committed to serving the 
area for many years to come.

They also pride them-
selves on employees that are 
devoted to Leffelman & As-
sociates and their customers. 
Lisa Quest, CISR (Certified 
Insurance Service Represen-
tative) AFIS (Agribusiness & 
Farm Insurance Specialist) 
has 25 years of experience 
with Leffelman & Associ-
ates; Tess Fleming, CIC (Cer-
tified Insurance Counselor) 
CISR (Certified Insurance 
Service Representative), 12 
years; and Julie Burkardt, 
CISR (Certified Insurance 
Service Representative), 22 
years. Additional employ-
ees include: Lori Althaus in 
LaMoille, and Teresa Davis, 
Kaity Wilhite, and Cathy 
Schultz in Sublette.

Every weekday morning 
on WGLC, radio listeners 
have an opportunity to call 
in and try to correctly guess 
the name of the Leffelman 
& Associates agent that will 
come up when the wheel 
is spun. Winners receive a 
jackpot that accumulates with 
each day from the last winner.

The on-air game is only 
one way to win with Leffel-
man & Associates. Policies 
for auto, home, vacation 
home, farm, crop, business, 
life and health insurance offer 
winning quality coverage and 
service for the best price. 
They offer friendly, person-
able service. You never have 
to call a “corporate” office or 
service center. Every phone 
call is answered by a person 
from your own community. 
Their slogan, “Our Family 
Protecting Your Family,” 
embodies the core of their 
business beliefs.

Leffelman & Associates’ 
offices are located in Sublette, 
Amboy and LaMoille. Office 
hours in Sublette, 111 W. 
Main St., are Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and Saturday from 8 a.m. until 
noon. Amboy, 16 S. Jones 
Ave., and LaMoille, 102 Main 
Street, offices are open Mon-
day, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. and Thursday from 8:30 
a.m. until noon.

Amboy 
Office
116 S. 
Jones 
Ave., 

Amboy

LaMoille
Office

102 Main 
Street, 

LaMoille
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New Amboy Deli to open soon

AMBOY — Since opening in December 
2016, Amboy Food and Liquor has underwent 
two remodeling projects.

The first was completed in early 2018, 
when the business was expanded by 2,500 
square feet after purchasing the property to the 
east of the store.  Using local contractors, they 
transformed the old building into a seamless 
extension of the store. This extension now 
houses the store’s liquor department.

The second project is nearing completion 
and when done, will house the new Amboy 
Deli. Amboy Food and Liquor purchased the 
former Dixon and Giesen Law Firm building 
to the west of the store. This new space will add 
an additional 1,600 square feet to the store. The 

same local contractors are busy transforming 
this space into the new Amboy Deli.

Talking with owner Sanjay Desai and 
Tommy Patel, Desai’s nephew who runs the 
day-to-day operations of the store with his 
wife, Bhavi, the idea of putting a deli in the 
store was in the works from the beginning, 
but they didn’t have the room in the original 
footprint, and they didn’t know what they 
wanted to offer in the deli.

“We wanted to offer something different,” 
Tommy said. “Something you can’t get 
around here.”

The new Amboy Deli will offer fresh sliced 
meats and cheese, sub sandwiches, salads, 
pizza including an option of a gluten free 
crust, rotisserie chicken, and breakfast subs.

Patel said the bread for the sandwiches 

Amboy Food and Liquor continues to expand

Amboy Food and Liquor purchased the former Dixon and Giesen Law Firm building to 
the west of the store. This remodeled space will add an additional 1,600 square feet to the 
store. This new addition will house the new Amboy Deli.

Tonja Greenfield/Amboy News

The first expansion was completed in early 2018, when the business was expanded by 2,500 
square feet after purchasing the property to the east of the store.  Using local contractors, 
they transformed the old building into a seamless extension of the store. This extension now 
houses the store’s liquor department.

Amboy News file photos

will be baked in the store and be similar to 
an Italian sub style bread.

The new deli space will also offer bar 
tables for people who would like to eat in 
the store.

The exact date of when the new Amboy 
Deli will be open has not yet been determined, 
but both Sanjay and Tommy say the date is 
coming soon.

With the addition of the deli, the main por-
tion of the store will also see some changes.

The produce department, now located 
in the back of the store, will be moved to 
the front of the store. The pop/soda section 
will be moved toward the back of the store.

A  men’s and women’s public bathroom 

will also be added toward the back of the store. 
Sanjay and Tommy continue to take 

suggestions from customers and seek the 
feedback of the residents in Amboy on what 
else they would like to see in the store.

“We are so thankful for the support we 
have received from the community,” said 
Sanjay. “We are happy to be able to provide 
these services to such a caring community.”

Amboy Food and Liquor summer hours are 
Monday – Thursday, 7 a.m. – 9 p.m., Friday 
and Saturday 7 a.m. – 10 p.m., and Sunday, 
8 a.m. – 8 p.m.

When the new Amboy Deli opens, Amboy 
Food and Liquor will be changing their open-
ing time to 6 a.m. Monday – Friday.

Since the business opened three 
years ago, Amboy Food and Liquor 
has been focused on providing the 
products that our customers want.

Our newest addition -  
The Amboy Deli -  

will be opening soon!

AMBOY FOOD & LIQUOR
242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310 815-857-7020

Expanding 
For You!

Thank you for 
your continued 

support.
APROG2019
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