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BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – A multi-family 
apartment building located in the 
200 block of Cherry Avenue near 
downtown Rochelle caught on 
fire Monday afternoon. 

The Rochelle Fire Department 
received the call of a building 
with smoke coming out of the 
window and one occupant pos-
sibly inside at 12:16 p.m. 

The building on fire is home to 
three families; two of the families 
could not identify if the resident 
in the burning apartment was 
home at the time of the fire.

Rochelle Fire Department 
and Rochelle Police Department 
then began working to locate the 
individual.

“We looked all around the 
building and did not find him 
and he was eventually located 

by the Rochelle Police nowhere 
near the burning building,” ex-
plained Rochelle Fire Chief Dave 
Sawlsville. 

The fire started in the upstairs 
apartment and did not spread to 
any other portions of the build-
ing, but the upstairs apartment 
suffered major fire damage. The 
rest of the building experienced 
smoke and water damage. 

There were no injuries that 
resulted from the fire and no 
other surrounding property was 
damaged.

The cause of the fire is still 
under investigation. The total 
cost estimate of damages is ap-
proximately  $30,000. 

Two individuals will have to 
be displaced due to damages to 
the property. 

Assisting the Rochelle Fire 
Department were the Ogle-Lee 
Fire Departments.

BY RUSSELL HODGES
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE — Con-
struction on the new recre-
ation center at Helms South 
remains on schedule as the 
$14 million project inches 
toward its targeted Septem-
ber 2020 completion.

Megan Simon, proj-
ect manager at Ringland-
Johnson Construction, ad-
dressed the Flagg-Rochelle 
Community Park District 
Board of Commissioners 
during its monthly meeting 
at Rochelle City Hall on 
Monday. Simon revealed 
that precast work in the 

swimming area should be 
complete by Wednesday, 
with detailing work begin-
ning soon after. 

Simon also said that 
work is continuing on the 

metal roof deck above 
the community area, with 
the roof deck above the 
swimming pool coming 
this week as well. The next 
three weeks will include 

work on the east side of the 
fieldhouse area, and work-
ers will leave an opening 
on the south side of the 
building so the swimming 
pool can be dug out.

“We’ll then be prepping to get 
some temporary power out there 
so we can start working inside, and 
we’ll be pouring slabs by April and 
working on interior walls.”

Megan Simon

“We’re through the first 
round of the IDPH permit-
ting process,” Simon said. 
“We submitted our swim-
ming pool drawings to the 
IDPH in October and we got 
their comments back last 
week… We’ll be continu-
ing outside and hopefully 
getting dried in on the swim-
ming pool, community 
center and fieldhouse. We’ll 
then be prepping to get some 
temporary power out there 
so we can start working 
inside, and we’ll be pouring 
slabs by April and working 
on interior walls.”

See PARK page 4

Precast work nearly complete
Finishing work in swimming area expected to begin late this week

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – Monday 
night’s Rochelle Township 
High School board meeting 
started a bit emotionally as 
retiring band director Ron 
Duval addressed the board 
during public comment.

Duval talked about his 36 
years as band director at the 
school and how great it has 
been, even teaching music 
to some of the now board 
members as well as District 
Superintendent Jason Harper. 

“It has been a pleasure to 
teach here and encourage stu-
dents to value their education 
in both music and academics,” 
said Duval. “I have been able 
to provide students the op-
portunity to not only choose 
to participate in band but also 
pursue their other interests.”

Duval will retire after the 
end of this school year in May.

Principal report
Following the presentation 

from Duval, board members 
passed a motion to approve the 
entire consent agenda includ-
ing minutes for the December 
regular meeting and executive 
session, pay the bills and ap-
prove the treasurer’s report.

Principal Chris Lewis then 
addressed the board, touching 
on the end of the first semester 
and final exams as well as 
freshman seminar.

The RTHS freshman class 
seminar aims to help students 
know what classes are neces-
sary to take the following se-
mester, making class selection 
much easier.

“The counselors are in one 
of their busier times of the 
year, they are meeting with 

kids in full groups and talking 
to them about what they took 
as freshman and what they are 
going to need to take as sopho-
mores,” Lewis explained.

He also explained plans 
to celebrate Martin Luther 
King Jr., both on Monday and 
throughout the week.

One of the activities the 
school has planned is a coin 
drive during second hour in 
which the winning class will 
be rewarded with a pizza 
party. Another is playing the 
iconic “I have a dream” speech 
throughout the hallways. 

Superintendent 
report

Board members accepted 
the resignation of English 
teacher Joel Ramsey and ap-
proved the employment of 
Shaun Schaefers as the new 
band and marching band di-
rector for the 2020-21 school 
year.

Business manager Kevin 
Dale also gave a short up-
date on the 2020 budget and 
expenses to-date, saying the 
district has currently used 
approximately 51.9 percent 
of its budget.

“Our budget is set at $15.7 
million and we have spent 
just about $8.2 million,” Dale 
explained.

Following an executive 
session, board members 
passed a motion to expel a 
student for the remainder of 
the school year. The student 
will be placed in alternative 
schooling for the 2020-21 
school year.

The February meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, Feb. 18 
due to Presidents Day falling 
on that Monday. 

Fire forces out 
two tenants

Plans official for 
Duval’s retirement

Board hires new band director

(PHOTO BY ANDREW HEISERMAN)

Rochelle and Ogle-Lee firefighters were on the scene of a structure fire 
in the 200 block of Cherry Avenue Monday just after 12 p.m. A fire in 
an upstairs apartment was extinguished without causing fire damage 
to the other apartments. However, portions of the apartment building 
experienced smoke and water damage.

Another great reason to come to Kish.
We work with
robots!

R E A S O N  N O . 4

Step into
your future
at Kish with
training in
robotics
systems &
electronics!

www.kish.edu/reasons

Find your reason – register today!
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*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free 

75 °10 OFF
t  LABOR---------------------

: Receive a FREE $100 Restaurant.com   
1 Gift Card with FREE in-home estimate!** ·--------------------

(815) 673-7532
Call Today for Your FREE Estimate! 

tDoes not include cost of material. Expires 1/31/20. **All participants who attend an estimated 
60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $100 gift certificate. Visit https:// 
www.restaurant.com/about/terms for complete terms and conditions and https://www. 
restaurant.comfor participating restaurants. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard 
Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter 
protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with 
a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. 
Participants must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter 
into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company 
or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a 
Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company 
customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may 
substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the 
participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. 
Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer is subject to 

change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 1/31/20. 

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN
STAFF WRITER

A fundraiser coming up next month aims 
to provide attendees with an evening full 
of live music and fun, while also helping 

support a former Rochelle resident in her battle 
against cancer. 

Nola Barnes-Addante, who is currently bat-
tling breast cancer that has spread to her liver and 
bones, grew up and began raising her family in 
Rochelle community.

She was born at Rochelle Community Hospital 
and lived in the village of Steward until she was 
12 years old.

At that time, Nola’s parents, Emmett and Pau-
line, decided to move to Rochelle to open a music 
store that was located on Sixth Street across from 
the police station, where Kennay Farms Distillery 
is located now. The store, Barnes Music, em-
ployed several people who taught private piano, 
organ and musical instrument lessons. In addition, 
they sold pianos, organs, many band and orchestra 
instruments, as well as sheet music and accesso-
ries.

Nola said that she came from a very musical 
family, so she spent a lot of time at the store 
growing up. She had a love for everything music 
and that carried over to many areas of her life. 
She was the organist for her church, the Rochelle 
United Methodist Church, from when she was 14 
to 19 and was involved in everything music in 
high school from band and choir to Madrigals and 
marching band. 

Growing up, music and her family music store 
played a big part in her life. 

“As a teenager being a piano player, I was able 
to go to the shop, pick a piece of music off the 
shelf and play whatever I wanted at any time,” she 
explained. “We had pianos at home, but to be able 
to walk in, pick any piece of music and play when-
ever was my dream thing to do and I loved it.”

The music shop also helped Nola and her parents 
meet many different people in the community. 

Nola married and had her first few children 
while living in Rochelle. When she was 27 she 
made the decision to move with her family to 
Rockford. While living in Rockford, Addante 
decided she wanted to go back to school to become 
a nurse so she could make a difference in people’s 
lives. She attended nursing school at NIU for her 

bachelor’s degree in nursing, and later received her 
master’s in nursing education. Upon graduation, 
Barnes-Addante has worked as a nurse in many 
areas, including being a nursing professor at Rock-
ford University for the last nine and a half years. 

After being diagnosed with stage four cancer last 
summer, she continued to work at Rockford Uni-
versity; however, she has decided to take a leave of 
absence this semester to focus on her treatment

“A year ago, I was diagnosed with stage two 
breast cancer, and then after going through a 
double mastectomy and 25 treatments of radiation 

I found out in July of 2019 that I have stage four 
and it spread to my liver and bones,” said Addante. 
“The stage four was probably there the entire time, 
but they never did any scans or whole-body x-rays. 
So, it wasn’t until I started having liver pains that 
they discovered the mass in my liver.”

Since learning of her diagnosis, Barnes-Addante 
has been receiving weekly chemotherapy treatment 
at Loyola University. The cost of the chemo as well 
as traveling and medicine adds up very quickly and 
with Nola not being able to work at the moment, 
she is appreciative of any help that she receives.

In an effort to help with some of those costs, 
three local Rochelle residents and friends of 
Barnes-Addante’s started the “No One Fights 
Alone” #TeamNola fundraiser next month. 

“This is all the idea of Kelly Johnson, Sandy 
Coons, Joe Wyatt and Nancy Kessen, a few of my 
friends from Rochelle who have been spearheading 
the whole thing,” added Addante. “They asked me 
about a month ago if I wouldn’t mind if they did 
this for me and I thought it was really sweet and I 
am truly honored that they are doing this for me.

Event
The event is scheduled to take place Saturday, 

Feb. 29 at 3 p.m., at the Fight Deck Bar and Grill 
hanger. 

The event will include live music from Burn ‘N 
Bush at 6 p.m., a 50/50 raffle, silent auction and a 
cash bar, featuring a beer glass for $20 that includes 
free refills all night. 

Tickets are $20 and include entrance, entertain-
ment and Hors d’oeuvres. Tickets for the 50/50 raf-
fle are $5 each or six for $20. Tickets for the event 
can be purchased prior to the event from Coons at 
the Hub City Barber.

All proceeds earned through the event will go to 
help Barnes-Addante with her medical expenses. 

“The outpouring of love and support for me 
has been so humbling, I can’t even explain how it 
feels,” expressed Barnes-Addante. “Since last sum-
mer, when I learned of the stage four cancer, people 
have been extremely generous with their prayer 
support, words of encouragement and financial help 
too. I am deeply grateful and thankful for all of it.” 

Anyone wishing to help support Barnes-Addante 
but unable to attend the event, may do so by donat-
ing to a bank account set up under the name Nola 
Addante at First State Bank, which will also be 
used to help with her medical expenses.

Fighting a battle against cancer
Friends holding “No One Fights Alone” #TeamNola fundraiser for Barnes-Addante

Friends of Nola Barnes-Addante have set up a fund-
raiser to help defray costs in her fight against cancer. 
Barnes-Addante is currently undergoing treatment 
for stage four cancer. The event will be held at the 
Flight Deck Bar and Grill on Feb. 23.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

GAINESVILLE, Fla. 
— Norbert W. Dunkel 
grew up in Forreston. 
Like so many children 
he played sports, was on 
safety patrol, and rode his 
bike everywhere. 

To make extra money 
he would mow lawns, 
rake leaves, shovel snow, 
and with his brother and 
sister, managed two paper 
routes. Everybody in For-
reston knew one another, 
they worked with each 
other and they socialized 
together.

It was on one of these 
paper routes where Norb 
met Don and Evelyn 
Fager. As an 11-year-old 
he was scared to meet Don 
Fager. He had heard sto-
ries of someone living up-
stairs in a house who was 
in a wheelchair and Norb 
had never been around 
anyone in a wheelchair. 
One week when Norb 
was collecting for the 
paper, Evelyn had Norb 
come into their upstairs 
apartment on South Fifth 
Avenue and meet Don. 

“…I looked in, and 
there, sitting in the wheel-
chair, was this man with 
one of the biggest grins 
on his face that I had ever 
seen. He was wearing a 
white T-shirt, khaki-col-
ored pants, and white 
tennis shoes. His hair was 
slicked back. He said, “Hi, 
I am Don!” I said, “Hi, I 
am Norb. I deliver your pa-
per.” That was Don Fager 
and I was immediately at 
ease.”

Norb was asked if he 
would sit with Don for 
two hours on Saturdays 
so Evelyn could go to the 
grocery store and laundry 
mat. Norb had no idea of 
the life’s lessons he would 

Ashton grad pens book

learn from Don.
Don had multiple scle-

rosis and could not move 
from the neck down, but he 
answered all Forreston’s 
911 calls. Don needed 
someone to hold the phone 
to his ear and take notes 
for the fire and ambulance 
services. For two years, 
that person was Norb. 

Don and Evelyn were 
Forreston’s couple. For-
reston citizens ensured 
that Don and Evelyn 
always had fresh fruit, 
vegetables, canned goods, 
meat and on Christmas, a 
Christmas tree with orna-
ments. Forreston always 
took care of the Fagers 
because Don and Evelyn 
took care of the emergency 
calls.

When Norb was a junior 
in high school, his father, 
Norb Sr. was transferred 
to the Crest Foods facility 
in Ashton. Norb graduated 
from Ashton in 1975.

Norb took the lessons 
he learned while assisting 
the Fager family and has 
applied them through-
out his life. He recently 

completed a book entitled 
“Don’s Strength” which 
reflects on his time learn-
ing those life lessons with 
Don Fager.

Norb, now retired, 
is the former associate 
vice president and COO 
of student affairs at the 
University of Florida. 
Norb has authored or 
edited over 20 books and 
40 journal articles. He 
has twice testified before 
U.S. Congressional Com-
mittees in Washington, 
D.C. He founded the 
Student Housing Training 
Institute in Stellenbosch, 
South Africa and the Na-
tional Housing Training 
Institute in the United 
States, just celebrating its 
25th anniversary.

He lives in Gaines-
ville, Florida, with his 
wife, Kim, and they have 
one son, Nicholas, who 
works at the University 
of Florida.

You can purchase a 
personalized copy of his 
book, “Don’s Strength,” 
by e-mailing Norb at nor-
bdunkel@outlook.com.

Norbert Dunkel
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“Improving Your Family’s Health
& Wellness With Chiropratic Care”

Dr. Chad Piller
ROCHELLE CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC

Your Spine...
The Backbone of

Good Health

227 East Rte. 38, Rochelle • 815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com

• Neck, Shoulder & Arm Pain • Joint Pain
• Lower Back, Hip & Leg Pain • Headaches
• Tingling or Numbness • Dizziness
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BY ANDREW HEISERMAN
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – The Rochelle VFW 
3878 held an appreciation dinner Friday 
evening for the Eastern Lee-Ogle Honor 
Guard to present an appreciation plaque to 
the co-founder, Virgil Ewald.

Ewald recently retired after and turned 
over the position to Guy Bays after being 
in charge for nearly 20 years. 

Also present were Curt Preston, Don 
Shultze, Fred Warning, Joe Drought, Lester 
Ramsey, Rich Ewald, Rich Griffen, and Terry 
Greenfield. Due to bad weather, not everyone 
was able to attend. 

Appreciation dinner held for honor guard

Presenting the plaque  to Virgil Ewald 
(center) was VFW 3878 Commander Bill 
Bumgarner (left) and O.D. Guy Bays (right) 
of Easter Lee-Ogle Honor Guard. 

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – Ro-
chelle’s pay-what-you-
can style restaurant, 
The Kitchen Table, was 
recently named the com-
munity café of the year. 

The Kitchen Table of 
Rochelle was part of a 
national online compe-
tition between 35 other 
pay-what-you-can cafes. 
The competition was put 
on by One World Every-
body Eats, a non-profit 
organization dedicat-
ed to increasing food 
security and building 
community through a 
pay what you can style 
restaurant model.

For the competition, 
cafes throughout the 
country signed up online 
and then people would 
go to the website, choose 
the café they wanted to 
vote for out of the list 
of 36, and then submit 
their vote. People were 
able to vote once oer day 
and the winner chosen at 
the end was determined 
based on the number of 
votes received through 

the website. 
“This award means 

to me that the commu-
nity totally supports 
us because we can’t 
do any of this without 
our community,” said 
Carolyn Brown, founder 
of The Kitchen Table. 
“All I did was provide 
the foundation and ev-
eryone else has made it 
what it is today.”

For winning the com-
petition The Kitchen 
Table received a plaque 
to hang up as well as the 
recognition of winning 
the first ever Commu-
nity Café of the Year 
competition. 

The next step for 
the Kitchen Table is to 
continue serving the 
community as best they 
can and they encourage 
anyone who has not 
stopped in to do so 
sometime. 

“We encourage any-
one who has not given us 
a try to come out and give 
us a try, maybe come vol-
unteer with us to help us 
continue to move onward 
and upward or just come 
out and dine with us to 

National recognition
The Kitchen Table named Community Cafe of the Year

support us that way,” 
added Brown. “There are 
lots of opportunities here 

to pay it forward and help 
others.”

For more information 

on The Kitchen Table 
such as how to volunteer 
and when they will be 

serving meals, visit their 
website at www.kitchent-
ablerochelle.org.

Carolyn Brown (left) of The Kitchen Table learned last week that the local pay-what-you-can restaurant was 
named the Community Cafe of the Year after winning the national competition put on by One World Every-
body Eats. She is pictured with Kitchen Table board member Lois Piller.

Several members of the 
Eastern Lee-Ogle Honor 
Guard were treated to 
an appreciation dinner 
Friday night at the 
Rochelle VFW.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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$40 Plus tax & fees. 
Up to 5 quarts.

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Like on on Facebook
Lic# 055-013999

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Plumbing, Heating, Air 
Conditioning, Drinking water 

systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976

You didn’t work this 
hard to worry about 

the unexpected.
Let a local independent agent help 

you cover all you’ve built, so you  

can worry about your business.

ROCHELLE  •  815-562-5596
RochelleIns.comROCHELLE  •  815-562-5596
RochelleIns.com

Since 1916, Auto-Owners 
has partnered with 
independent agents  
to provide local service  
and trusted protection. 

Protection 
you need,
service you 
deserve.

06282018

01092019

ROCHELLE • 815-562-5596
www.DimondBros.com

R O C H E L L E  — 
Beverly Joyce Wise, 
81, passed away at home 
on Sunday, Jan. 19, 
2020.  Beverly was born 
on May 13, 1938 to Harry 
P. and Ruby C. (Coo-
prider) Jones in Zion. 
She married Kenneth E. 
Wise on March 29, 1958 
in Zion.  

Beverly is survived by 
her husband of 61 years, 
Ken, of Rochelle; two 
children, Kurt (Marie) 
Wise of Cleveland, Geor-
gia, and Shelley (John) 
Reininger of Rochelle; 
her sister, Shirley Walters 
of Kenosha, Wisconsin; 
two grandchildren; and 
six great grandchildren.

In addition to her 

parents, Beverly was 
preceded in death by two 
brothers.

The memorial visita-
tion will be from 3 to 4 
p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 
25 at the First Baptist 
Church, 810 Woolf Ct., 
Rochelle.  The memo-
rial service will follow 
at 4 p.m. with Pastor 
Doug Cowan officiat-
ing.  Cremation care has 
been provided by the 
Unger-Horner Funeral 
Home.  

Memorials may be 
made in Beverly’s mem-
ory to the First Baptist 
Church.  

Visi t  www.unger-
horner.com to sign the 
online guest book.

Sean Powers
ASHTON — Sean 

Christopher Powers, 46, 
passed away unexpected-
ly Sunday, Jan. 19, 2020 
at Katherine 
Shaw Bethea 
Hospital  in 
Dixon. Sean 
was born on 
Feb. 6, 1973 
to John “Bob” 
R. and Cap-
to la  “Dee” 
C. (Sanders) Powers in 
Dixon.

He worked for 5Stones 
in Sycamore for many 
years.

Sean i s  survived 
by his daughter, Paige 
(Devin Ingram) Powers 
of Roscoe; mother, Dee 

Powers of Ashton; 
three brothers, Steve 
(Corinne) Powers of 
Dixon, Mark Powers 
of Ashton, and Kevin 
(Laura) Powers of 
Juda, Wisconsin; three 
sisters, Karen Cole of 
Rockford, Tam (Ran-

dy) Klavenga and Chris-
tine (Rob) Haenitsch both 
of Ashton; and multiple 
nieces and nephews.

He is preceded in death 

by his father, Bob.
Visitation will be from 

2 to 5 p.m. on Satur-
day, Jan. 25 at the Ung-
er-Horner Funeral Home, 
400 N. 6th St., Rochelle. 
The funeral service will 
follow at 5 p.m. with 
Pastor Dave Rogula of-
ficiating. Private burial 
of cremated remains will 
take place at a later date 
in the Ashton Cemetery. 

Memorials may be 
made to the family. 

Visit www.ungerhorn-
er.com to sign the online 
guest book.

Beverly Wise

Obituaries

From page 1

Skare Park
Randy Vogel, senior 

ecologist with Land and 
Water Resources, also 
spoke during Monday’s 
meeting to give commis-
sioners an update on the 
Skare Park Mitigation 
Project, which started in 
mid-2018 and stems from 
the Skare Park Restoration 
Master Plan developed 
in 2013. The mitigation, 
completed near the end 
of 2018, aimed to restore 
more than 50 acres of the 
site including Deer Creek, 
which traverses from east 
to west.

“I was dreading going 
out there after it was over 
because of the flooding 
we had after we completed 

the project, but there was 
virtually no damage from 
the floods when I went out 
there,” Vogel said. “That 
tells me the design and 
construction was sound and 
the stabilization was done 
properly… I’m absolutely 
thrilled with the progress 
we’ve been making out 
there, and the community’s 
response has been tremen-
dous. Regulators are equally 
thrilled.”

Old business
The board approved its 

monthly payment to Ring-
land-Johnson Construction 
as well as an ordinance pro-
viding for the issue of $1.1 
million in general obligation 
park bonds for use to im-
prove and maintain current 
park district facilities.

FRANKLIN GROVE 
— Kay Shelton, National 
President of the Lincoln 
Highway Association 
(LHA), John Nicholson 
of Faming Heritage Inc. 
and Mike Hickey of First 
National Bank in Amboy 
have jointly announced 
that the historic H.I. Lin-
coln Building in down-
town Franklin Grove 
will reopen for one day, 
Jan. 31.  

This special reopening 
during the current re-
furbishment project will 
allow for the continuity 
of the traditional Fifth 
Friday Music Programs 
with FNBiA presenting 
The Acoustic Circus.

The Acoustic Circus 
includes Kathy Cechetti 
on vocals and rhythm 
guitar, Steve Catron on 
vocals and mandolin, 
Andre Quintones on vo-
cals and lead guitar,and 
Mark Stoch on bass. There 
will be one action-packed 
show beginning at 7 p.m.

Advance tickets for 
$15 are available at First 
National Bank-Amboy: in 
Amboy at 220  E. Main 
and 301  E . Joe; in Dixon 

The historic H.I. Lincoln Building, currently undergo-
ing significant refurbishment, will re-open for one 
day on Jan. 31, to allow for continuity of the popular 
Fifth Friday Music Series.  The Acoustic Circus will be 
the first star attraction of 2020. (Photo submitted) 

FNB Amboy presents 
Acoustic Circus on Fifth Friday

ROCHELLE — Carl 
William Dilling, 87, 
passed away Monday, 
Jan. 20, 2020, at Swed-
ishAmerican Hospital 
in Rockford. Carl was 
born on Jan. 
31, 1932 in 
R o c h e l l e 
to Carl and 
Alma (Jahn) 
Dilling. He 
m a r r i e d 
Mary June 
Alberts on 
Nov. 9, 1957 at Elim Re-
formed Church in rural 
Kings.

Carl’s quick smile and 
gentle spirit were ever 
present. His love of family 
and friends was always 
evident. Carl and Mary 
June’s home was always 
open and welcome to 
anyone.

As a profession, Carl 
raised cattle, hogs and 
grain but went above 
and beyond in supporting 
farming as a life style. 
Carl actively supported 
Ogle County 4-H pro-
grams, FFA, hosted the 
Farm Visit Days for the 
local schools, and flipped 

many a barbecued pork 
chop with the Ogle Coun-
ty Pork Producers.  

Through the years, 
Carl enjoyed driving 
many Kings and St. Paul 
students to school by 
bus. Carl proudly served 
as a Seabee in the Navy 
for four years.  He was 
stationed in the Philip-
pines and Saipan. 

Carl was an active 
member of the St. Paul 
Lutheran Church and 

School family and served 
on numerous boards.

Carl is survived by 
three children, Jeffrey 
(Debra Peterson) of 
Kings, Steven (Julie) 
of Rochelle, and Sheila 
(Erik) Thomack of Co-
lumbus, Indiana; four 
grandchildren, Stephanie 
(Bryan) Schmid of Rock 
Island, Jessica (Cedric) 
Elam of Chicago, Nathan 
and James Thomack of 
Columbus, Indiana; one 
great grandchild, Marion 
Schmid; a sister, Lorraine 
Ransford, Indianapolis, 
Indiana; a sister-in-law 
Dorothy (Donald) Daigle 
of Dale, Indiana, a broth-

er-in-law John (Linda) 
Alberts of Sun Prairie, 
Wisconsin; and numerous 
loving nieces and neph-
ews including a special 
niece, Tola.

Carl is preceded in 
death by his wife of al-
most 62 years, Mary June, 
on Oct. 20, 2019; and a 
son, Nicholas in 1968.

The visitation will 
be from 5 to 8 p.m. on 
Thursday, Jan. 23 at the 
Unger-Horner Funeral 
Home, 400 N. 6th St, 
Rochelle. The funeral 
service will be held at 
10:30 a.m. on Friday, Jan. 
24 at St. Paul Ev. Luther-
an Church, 1415 Tenth 
Ave., Rochelle, with 
Pastor Greg Hoffmann 
officiating. Burial is at 
Lawnridge Cemetery with 
military rites provided 
by the Eastern Lee-Ogle 
Honor Guard.  

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials may be made in 
Carl’s memory to St. Paul 
Ev. Lutheran Church or the 
Ogle County 4-H.

Visit www.ungerhorn-
er.com to sign the online 
guest book.

Carl Dilling

at 1314 N. Galena and 314 
S. Crawford; in Franklin 
Grove at 108 Elm St.; 
and in Davis Junction at 
5558 N. Clark. Phone for 
all branches is 815-857-
3625. Tickets at the door, 
if available, will be $17.

The building, origi-
nally built in 1860 and 

restored by Farming Her-
itage Inc. between 1995 
and 2000 has been occu-
pied by LHA since that 
time. Many upgrades will 
be introduced when the 
building re-opens as a 
LHA National Interpretive 
Center and Regional Tour-
ism Development Facility.

Also announced were 
the additional 2020 Fifth 
Friday dates and attrac-
tions:

May 29: Switchback 
– Internationally touring 
Celtic-American Duo.

July 31: Jim Wolber and 
the Lariat Band -  (now 
increased to 7 members) in 
a special Summer evening 
show at the Chaplin Creek 
Village Barn.

Oct. 30: Well Strung – a 
powerhouse group from 
Byron. Originally a two 
guitar and harmonica trio 
now enhanced with a bass 
player and a keyboard 
artist. 

PARK: Mitigation 
project update given
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RESIDENTIAL - AGRICULTURAL - COMMERCIAL
“Local People Providing Regional Exposure”

• Ron Frakes
• Amy Hayden

• Sherry Murphy

• Jeff Reif
• Stephanie Williams

• Tracy Johnson 

• Tim Hayden
• Spencer Hayden
• Vicki Pemberton

815-562-2111 • 800-216-0005
221 E IL Route 38 • Rochelle, IL
email: hre@haydenreinc.com

www.haydenreinc.com

01
15

20
20

Open Daily at 9AM

Hwy 251 N. Rochelle • 815-562-6039

Serving Rochelle’s Favorite Chicken
   for over 40 years!
By the Snack–Dinner–Bucket!
Enjoy 16 flavors of ice 

cream, soft serve, 
splits, sundaes, cones, 

malts & shakes

See us on Facebook for daily specials!

Hamburgers, Fries,  Hot Dogs, Gyros, 
Italian Beef, Seafood, Sandwiches, 
Sausages, Shrimp, Homemade Soups

Breakfast: Sausage Gravy With Biscuits
and Tater Tots

OUR MENU
     INCLUDES:

Call for our
catering menu! 08

30
20

15

Any arrests listed in this paper are merely charges and the 
defendants are presumed innocent unless proven guilty in 
a court of law.
Please note that all police reports received from the 

Rochelle Police, the Ogle County Sheriff’s Department and 
the Illinois State Police, will be printed without exception.
Requests to omit particular reports will not be considered 
or honored at any time.

Report policy

On Jan. 17 at 8:31 p.m., Rochelle po-
lice cited Predrag Kocic, 32, of Chicago, 
for not having a valid driver’s license. He 
issued a promise to comply. His court 
date is set for Feb. 21.

On Jan. 18 at 8:22 a.m., Rochelle 
police arrested Sharell F. Garner, 27, of 
Rochelle, for domestic battery and disor-
derly conduct. She was transported to jail. 

On Jan. 18 at 2:26 p.m., Rochelle 
police arrested Caryl L. Gonzalas, 62, of 
Rochelle, on a Whiteside County warrant. 
She was transported to jail.

On Jan. 19 at 3:40 p.m., Rochelle 
police cited a 16-year old juvenile, of 
Rochelle, for failure to reduce speed that 
resulted in an accident. His court date is 
set for Feb. 21.

On Jan. 20 at 1:23 p.m., Rochelle 
police arrested James B. Queen, 43, of 
Rochelle, on an Ogle County warrant. 
He was transported jail. 

On Jan. 20 at 6:57 p.m., Rochelle 
police arrested Annette P. Bennett, 55, 
of Kanawha West Virginia, for domestic 
battery. She was transported to jail. 

On Jan. 17 at approximately 3:44 p.m., 
Ogle County deputies, the Mt. Morris 
Police Department, along with the Mt. 
Morris Fire department and EMS re-
sponded to a two-vehicle accident in the 
3700 block of West Illinois Route 64. 
After an investigation, it was learned 
that a 16-year-old female from Mt. 
Morris lost control of her vehicle on the 
snowy roadway. The female slid across 
the roadway and struck an oncoming 
vehicle. The driver of the vehicle, 
Jeffery Singley, 49, of Forreston, was 
transported to FHN Hospital in Free-
port for minor injuries. The female was 
issued a citation for driving too fast 
for conditions. The owner of both 
vehicles requested Dyers towing to 
remove the vehicles

Jan. 20
On Jan. 20 at 5:43 p.m., follow-

ing a traffic stop on Interstate 39 at 
milemarker 111, deputies arrested 
Alfredo Hernandez-Gonzalez, 43, of 

Indianapolis, Indiana, for with no valid 
driver’s license. Hernandez-Gonzalez 
was transported to the Ogle County Jail 
and held in lieu of bond.

On Jan. 20 at 12:27 p.m., the Ogle 
County Sheriff’s Office, Forreston 
Police Department, Forreston Fire De-
partment and the Forreston Ambulance 
responded to a one vehicle rollover 
accident on Illinois Route 26 at Lanark 
Road. A gray Toyota Camry was trav-
eling southbound on Illinois Route 26 
when the vehicle drove onto the shoulder 
of the road. The driver, Kevin M. Brill, 
62, of Forreston, corrected back on the 
roadway causing the vehicle to lose 
control. The vehicle skidded across the 
road striking an embankment on the east 
side of Illinois Route 26.  The vehicle 
then rolled over in the ditch coming to 
a stop on its roof. Brill was extricated 
from the vehicle by the Forreston Fire 
Department and then transported to 
Freeport Memorial Hospital with minor 
injuries by the Forreston Ambulance. 

On Jan. 20 at approximately 9:07 a.m., Ogle County Sheriff’s deputies and the 
Lynn-Scot-Rock Fire Department were dispatched to a single vehicle accident 
on Illinois Route 72 in rural Davis Junction.  A 2019 Dodge Ram traveling east-
bound on Illinois Route 72 went off the south side of the roadway.  The Dodge 
slid down into the ditch, traveled more than 600 feet, overturned and struck 
several trees in a wooded area south of the roadway.  The driver of the Dodge, 
Courtney Paulson, 43, of Rockford, was pronounced dead at the scene by the 
Ogle County Coroner.  The accident remains under investigation.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Fatal accident

Man cited for no valid license

Teen ticketed following 
two-vehicle accident

SPRINGFIELD– Il-
linois State Police an-
nounced the results of 
the special enforcement 
memorial operation dedi-
cated to fallen ISP Trooper 
Christopher Lambert, who 
was killed in the line of 
duty on Jan. 12, 2019, 
when his squad was struck 
while he was on scene of a 
three-vehicle traffic crash. 
The crash occurred in 
the left lane on Interstate 
294 near Willow Road in 
Northbrook.

ISP Troopers through-

out the state aggressively 
patrolled Illinois road-
ways for seven days from 
Jan. 12 through Jan. 18 in 
honor of their fallen com-
rade. The initiative was 
designed to further edu-
cate the public of the Move 
Over (Scott’s) Law and 
was held in remembrance 
of him and his legacy of 
courage and duty.  

During “Operation 
Lambert,” ISP Troop-
ers issued 281 Move 
Over (Scott’s) Law cita-
tions and wrote 64 warn-
ings. Additionally, they 
made 77 criminal arrests 
through 503 Scott’s Law 
details statewide.

ISP Director Bren-
dan F. Kelly said, “The 
results of “Operation 
Lambert” reflect greatly 

on this department and 
the men and women who 
risk their lives every day 
to keep motorists safe. It 
shows their dedication 
to carry out their duties 
and commitment to honor 
their fallen brother. These 
troopers make me proud 
to be the director of one of 
the greatest agencies in this 
country. We will continue 
to aggressively enforce the 
law and educate the public 
in order to make 2020 a 
better year.”

In 2019, four ISP Troop-
ers were killed in the line of 
duty. Three were the direct 
result of either a violation 
of the Move Over (Scott’s) 
Law, driving impaired, or 
a combination of the two. 
We continue to honor and 
remember all of them.

Special detail nets 281 citations
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LOCAL VIEWS
Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

Question: 
The Super Bowl is set for Feb. 2. The San Francisco 49ers will face the Kansas City 

Chiefs. Who will you root for? Do you do watch the ‘Big Game’?

“Usually I kind of watch it, 
more so for the commercials. 
And if I had to choose, I 
would root for the 49ers 
since my husband likes that 
team.”

Joanne Lechner

“I usually do and I am 
rooting for the 49ers since 
my dad has family there and 
I enjoy watching them play.”

Owen Miller

“They are both great teams 
and I am pretty excited. The 
way the teams have been 
playing it is going to be a 
great competitive game and 
I would be happy with either 
of the teams winning.”

Dave Schabacker

VOICE ON THE STREET

Scott Reeder

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Don Burke  dburke@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                     dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Shirley Reif  sreif@crestfoods.com
Jean Tess  dtess503@comcast.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                             jrvtlv02@msn.com       
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Robert Walsh  bob.walsh@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Brent Tracy  brent.tracy@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board
Mic Brooks mbrooks@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodi Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Jamey Sulser  jsulser@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
Kim Whalen  kwhalen@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Deanne Haub  hobnob67@comcast.net
Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mike Misch  mmfam@live.com
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pitman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Don Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
*Jason Fore  jfore@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Kent Chidley  kenarfarms@yahoo.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

POLITICS has 
never been a 
place for the thin-

skinned, but today candi-
dates are 
more likely 
to face 
personal at-
tacks than 
any time 
in recent 
history.

Instead 
of criticiz-
ing a candidate’s voting 
record or stand on issues, 
politicians are ridiculing 
things like looks, physical 
disability or speech.

I was thinking about 
that recently when former 
Vice President Joe Biden 
spoke of overcoming 
a childhood stutter and  
former White House Press 
Secretary Huckabee Sand-
ers tweeted, ““I I I I I I I I 
I I I I I I I hhhave abso-
lutely no idea what Biden 
is talking about.” 

What kind of person 
makes fun of a stutter?

I asked Mike Law-
rence, who was once 
press secretary for former 
Illinois Gov. Jim Edgar, 
for his thoughts. 

“It just shows a lack of 
decency for a person to 
ridicule a challenge that 
another person has faced,” 
he said.

Lawrence, who lives in 
Springfield, was born with 
a cleft palate that was not 
surgically corrected until 
he was 22.

“All the way through 
childhood and college 
I lived with it,” he said. 
“Kids made fun of me be-
cause of the way I talked. 
I worked hard to speak 
distinctly.”

And he overcame that 
challenge to become the 
spokesperson for a sitting 
governor. That’s an in-
credible accomplishment 
in anyone’s life.

“I always felt bad that 
neither of my parents 
lived long enough to see 
me become press secre-
tary – after overcoming 
the challenge of a cleft 
palate.”

A recent article in 
“The Atlantic” explored 
whether any remnants of 

Biden’s stutter emerged 
during the Democratic 
debates. In the article, 
Biden described the ways 
both students and teach-
ers mocked him for his 
speech as a child, and 
the ways he’d practice 
passages from literature 
in the mirror at night to 
work on speaking fluidly.

To my way of think-
ing, those are accom-
plishments to be extolled. 
After all, isn’t this sup-
posed to be the land of 
opportunity?

But why are personal 
attacks becoming more 
commonplace?

Former Peoria Con-
gressman Ray LaHood 
says there has been a 
breakdown in political 
civility.

“Republicans have 
moved further to the right 
and Democrats have 
moved further to the left 
and there is less of a 
desire to work together in 
a bipartisan manner,” he 
said.

But it goes beyond the 
polarization of the politi-
cal parties, he said. The 
advent of social media 
has contributed to making 
political discourse coarser.

“I think Facebook and 
other social media has 
contributed to the ability 
of people to say things 
that would never other-
wise be said of a person. 
…. President Trump sends 
out degrading tweets 
about persons of the other 
party – and sometimes his 
own party.” 

It’s worth noting that 
LaHood is a Republican 
leveling this criticism of a 
president of his own party. 

It’s also worth noting 
that both Republicans and 
Democrats bear responsi-
bility for this breakdown in 
political comity. 

Sanders herself has 
been branded by com-
mentators as “Miss Piggy.” 
Her weight and looks have 
been disparaged. Criticize 
what she says, not how she 
looks, folks.

Is this the new normal? 
Will personal attacks be-
come an accepted part of 
political discourse?

Personal attacks in 
politics on the rise

I sure hope not. But 
what can we as voters do? 

The most obvious thing 
is not to reward candi-
dates who behave this 
way. (They do it because 
they think it helps them 
at the polls; they’ll stop 
if voters withhold their 
support.) 

Schools have made it a 
mission to fight bullying. 
And I’m glad. But it’s a 
hard lesson to teach when 
our youngsters see adults 
electing bullies. 

We deserve better and 
they certainly do. 

Perhaps Biden exhib-
ited the best response to a 
personal attack when he 
responded this way:

“I’ve worked my 
whole life to overcome a 
stutter. And it’s my great 
honor to mentor kids 
who have experienced the 
same. It’s called empathy. 
Look it up.”

 
Scott Reeder is a vet-

eran statehouse journalist 
and freelance reporter; 
ScottReeder1965@gmail.
com.
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

CALENDAR

FROM THE HEART  
DAILY CASH WINNERS

Checks to winners will be mailed out at the end of each 
month

Jan. 8 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

Jan. 9 - Nolan Shore, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 10 - Jackee Ohlinger, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 11 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 12 - Todd Capes, Rochelle, $50

Jan. 13 - Matt Wolf (at CHS-Rochelle), $25

Jan. 14 - Merlin Hagemann, Oregon, $25

Jan. 15 - Doug Burnette, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 16 - Paige Humphrey, Machesney Park, $25

Jan. 17 - Laura Owen, Peoria, Arizona, $25

Jan. 18 - Grace Malyszek, Chana, $25

Jan. 19 - Tim Remsen, Maple Park, $50

Jan. 20 - Tina Hoffmann, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 21 - Michael Folkerts, Colorado Springs, Colo., $25

Jan. 22 - George Gould (at CHS-Rochelle), $25

Wed., Jan. 22
1:30 p.m. – Alcoholics 
Anonymous will meet 
at St. Patrick’s Learning 
Center, 903 N. Caron 
Road. (every Wednesday)

Thu., Jan. 23
4:30 to 7:30 p.m. — 
Dinner will be served 
at The Kitchen Table, 
7034 E. Klondike Road. 
The menu is spaghetti 
with meatballs, salad, 
garlic bread and dessert. 
The kids menu is 
peanut butter and jelly, 
corn dog with chips 
or chicken nuggets.  
*Menu is subject to 
change. A $5 donation is 
suggested.

Fri., Jan. 24
4:30 to 7:30 p.m. — 
Dinner will be served 
at The Kitchen Table, 
7034 E. Klondike Road. 
The menu is sirloin 
steak, pan fried cod, 
baked potatoes, salad, 
dessert. The kids menu 
is peanut butter and 
jelly, corn dog with chips 
or chicken nuggets.  
*Menu is subject to 
change. A $15 donation 
is suggested.

Sat., Jan. 25
Noon to 4 p.m. — Enjoy 
a ‘Snow Day’ at the Flagg 
Township Musuem, 518 
4th Ave. The museum 
will host an event 
— make the biggest 
snowflake you’ve ever 
seen! Registration is 
not required. There is 
no activity fee and is 
suitable for all ages. 
Museum admission 
applies to visitors. 
Refreshements will be 
served.

Mon., Jan. 27
5 to 6 p.m.— Rochelle 
Christian Community 
free Monday supper for 
all in need. The supper 
is served at St. Patrick 
Parish Center, 244 Kelley 
Drive.

6:30 p.m. – Group Hope 
meets in the RCH Health 
& Wellness Center 
Conference Room. 
Provides support with 
depression and bipolar 
disorder. Affiliated with 
the Rock River Mental 
Health Association. 
(every Monday)

Tue., Jan. 28
4:30 to 7:30 p.m. — 
Dinner will be served 
at The Kitchen Table, 
7034 E. Klondike Road. 
The menu is beef tip 
with noodles, steamed 
broccoli, salad, bread 
and dessert. The kids 
menu is peanut butter 
and jelly, corn dog 
with chips or chicken 

nuggets.  *Menu is 
subject to change. A $5 
donation is suggested.

Wed., Jan. 29
1:30 p.m. – Alcoholics 
Anonymous will meet 
at St. Patrick’s Learning 
Center, 903 N. Caron 
Road. (every Wednesday)

Thu., Jan. 30
4:30 to 7:30 p.m. — 
Dinner will be served 
at The Kitchen Table, 
7034 E. Klondike Road. 
The menu is pork roast, 
potatoes, carrots, celery 
and green beans. The 
kids menu is peanut 
butter and jelly, corn 
dog with chips or 
chicken nuggets.  *Menu 
is subject to change. A $5 
donation is suggested.

Tue., Feb. 4
6:30 p.m. — The Ogle 
County Democrats 
will meet at the VFW 
Post 8739, 1310 W. 
Washington St., Oregon. 
We will hear candidates 
and plan campaign 
strategy for Federal and 
State contests. Come in 
early to order a delicious 
burger and get a drink at 
the bar.

Meetings

Thu., Jan. 23 
7 p.m. — The Rochelle 
Wildlife Conservation 
Club board will meet 
in Dugdale Lodge for 
its regular monthly 
meeting.

Mon., Jan. 27 
6:30 p.m. — The Rochelle 
City Council will meet in 
regular session in council 
chambers at Rochelle 
City Hall. The meeting is 
open to the public.

(Submit items for 
the Community 
Calendar to jsimmons@
rochellenews-leader.
com)

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Jan. 15
Kami South

Trenton South
Kevin Rogers

Jan. 19
Kevin South

Jan. 20
Noelia Lopez

Harold & Kathy 
Sanders

Hailey Losoya
Jan. 23

Michele Perez
Odessa Waters

Jan. 24
Terry Dodillet
Kelly Arnold

Jan. 25
Nikki Greenfield
Ashton Arwood

Jan. 26
Dana Windland

Jan. 28
Peggy Futrell

Jan. 29
Nayeli Ramirez

Molly Petry

Call 815-561-2151 to submit 
names for birthdays and 

anniversaries

BISMARCK, North Dakota  —  Jeremy 
Kolodziej, of Rochelle, has been named to the 
President’s Honor Roll for the Fall 2019 semester 
at Bismarck State College.

“The great civil rights leader Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., said, ‘The function of education 
is to teach one to think intensively and to think 
critically. Intelligence plus character - that is the 
goal of a true education.’ At BSC we are so proud 
of those who soar to the heights of excellence in 
getting that true education,” says BSC President 
Dr. Larry C. Skogen.

Students must maintain at least a 3.50 grade 
point on a 4.00 scale while enrolled in at least 12 
semester hours of classes to qualify for the BSC 
President’s Honor Roll.

Bismarck State College, an innovative commu-
nity college in Bismarck, N.D., offers high quality 
education, workforce training, and enrichment 
programs reaching local and global communities.

Kolodziej named 
to President’s 
honor roll
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Commercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Heating & Air Conditioning

HULL 
        HVAC & Household Services 

Furnaces      -       Air Conditioners       -       Boilers 

815-561-6551 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Precision Furnace 

$70.00 
Expires: 04/30 www.HullHVAC.com 

Clean & Check 
Ask about our complete 
home duct cleaning and  

fogging services. 

get a FREE carbon monoxide test. 

plus 

Duct Cleaning         -         Water Heaters 

O’RORKE
Construction Services, Inc.

Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial Building
a

aService from a local contractor with 25 years in business 
aLicensed and insured services
aSuperior workmanship and materials
aEnhanced lifetime limited transferable roofing warranty

(covering materials & labor)
aNEW DELIVERY SERVICE: Rock & dirt upon request
a a a a

Like us

815.562.8254          104 Maple Court, Rochelle

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product or 

service you offer? Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 
We can reach over 9,000 homes!

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

BY BEN ORNER
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD  – 
Illinois farmers will get 
a much-needed lift from 
two international trade 
agreements approved by 
the federal government 
this week, but experts are 
uncertain if their situa-
tions will improve in the 
long term.

After exchanging hun-
dreds of billions of dollars 
of tariffs for more than a 
year, the U.S. and Chinese 
governments agreed to 
the first part of trade deal 
on Wednesday.

On Thursday, Con-
gress passed the United 
States-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement, better known 
as USMCA, sending it to 
President Donald Trump 
to sign.

The average Illinoisan 
will likely not be much 
affected by the deals, 
experts say. Instead, 
the largest beneficiaries 
will be corn and soy-
bean farmers who have 
been caught in President 
Trump’s trade conflicts 
with China and Mexico 
since 2018.

A cautious step 
forward

Illinois farmers have 
been especially hurt by 
China’s retaliatory tariffs 
in the ongoing U.S.-Chi-
na trade war, forcing the 
federal government to 
issue $28 billion in aid 

nationwide.
Wednesday’s trade 

agreement with China, 
however, is more of a 
ceasefire than a peace 
agreement, said Jona-
than Coppess, director of 
the Gardner Agriculture 
Policy Program at the 
University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign.

“Really what it does is 
kind of stop the damage 
that was initiated with 
this tariff conflict that that 
the president started,” he 
said.

The  dea l  shou ld 
play out in two phases. 
Phase One, which began 
Wednesday, requires Chi-
na to purchase $200 bil-
lion in U.S. goods over the 
next two years, including 
$32 billion of agricultural 
products.

Chief among them are 
soybeans and pork, in 
which Illinois ranks first 
and fourth, respectively, 
in U.S. production.

American soybean ex-
ports to China dropped 75 
percent between 2017 and 
2018, as China bought 
soybeans from other 
countries while exchang-
ing tariffs with the U.S.

President Trump, how-
ever, said he will not lift 
America’s $360 billion of 
tariffs on Chinese goods 
until Phase Two is nego-
tiated and implemented.

“We see this as a sign 
of brighter days to come,” 
Illinois Soybean Growers 
President Doug Schro-
eder said in a statement. 

However, he added, “A 
long-awaited win for the 
soybean industry will 
come when the soybean 
tariffs are fully rescind-
ed.”

Unfortunately, that 
could be awhile, said 
Todd Hubbs, a professor 
of agriculture economics 
at UIUC.

“It doesn’t sound like 
Phase Two is going to 
get done anytime soon,” 
Hubbs said, because U.S. 
leadership could change 
after November’s presi-
dential election.

“I don’t think there’s 
any desire on either side 
right now to ruin the 
deal, … (but) I don’t see 
it happening before the 
election,” he said.

Carson Varner, a pro-
fessor of international 
business at Illinois State 
University who also owns 
soybean land, says farm-
ers like him are willing to 
suffer in only the short 
term.

“We’d much rather 
make our money selling 
soybeans” than receiving 
tariff aid, he said.

Varner is hopeful, 
though, that China and 
the U.S. can strike a deal. 
He predicts Phase Two 
will also allow Illinois 
to export more pork and 
agriculture equipment.

“(Trump) knows how 
to negotiate,” Varner said. 
“I think he told the Chi-
nese he’s willing to walk 
away from a bad deal, 
and so I am optimistic 

that this thing is going to 
move forward.”

USMCA helps 
corn farmers, 

hurts car 
buyers

Despite  President 
Trump calling the USM-
CA “one of the biggest 
trade bills ever made,” 
not much has actually 
changed from its be-
ginnings as the Clin-
ton-era North American 
Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA), Coppess said.

“We’re not talking 
about major reform of the 
trade agreement,” Cop-
pess said. “If anything, 
the president has his trade 
agreement, so we can be 
assured at least for his 
time in office that maybe 
he won’t threaten these 
trading partners again.”

The agreement mostly 
reinforces trade the U.S. 
already does with Canada 
and Mexico, especially 
corn, of which Mexico 
is America’s top buyer 
and Illinois is America’s 
second-most producer.

“Every step toward 
USMCA passage is cause 
for celebration,” Illinois 
Corn Growers Associa-
tion President Bill Leigh 
said in a statement.

The USMCA also in-
creases U.S. dairy exports 
to Canada, but that will 
impact more dairy-heavy 
states like Wisconsin.

Both U.S. senators 
from Illinois, Democrats 
Dick Durbin and Tammy 
Duckworth, voted for 
the bill.

In statements, Durbin 
applauded its “bipar-
tisan” support, while 
Duckworth said it “works 
for farmers and manufac-
turers and features en-
forceable labor standards 
to support American 
workers.”

Duckworth added, 
however, the deal “is 
not perfect” because it 
does not tackle climate 
change. But Varner ar-
gues enforcing U.S. 
environmental standards 
on Mexico is demanding 
too much.

“Don’t let the perfect 
be the enemy of the 
good,” he said.

One negative for reg-
ular Illinoisans is that 
the USMCA could in-
crease the prices of new 
cars, because it ups the 
percentage of North 
American auto parts that 
vehicles must have to 
avoid tariffs.

Because companies 
often pass on increased 
production costs and 
losses from tariffs to 
consumers, the average 
American could see car 
prices increase between 
$470 and $2,200, ac-
cording to the Center for 
Automotive Research.

Varner argues, howev-
er, the USMCA’s require-
ments regarding auto 
parts and higher wage 

standards are designed 
to spur investment in the 
U.S. and increase domes-
tic manufacturing.

“I think it would cost 
a lot more if we abandon 
these deals,” he said.

President Trump is 
expected to sign the 
USMCA next week. Mex-
ico approved it last year, 
while Canada is expected 
to approve it later this 
year to officially make it 
binding.

Illinois farmers helped by latest U.S. trade 
deals, but many questions remain

Experts say gains from China agreement and USMCA need to be proven

“I don’t think 
there’s any 
desire on 
either side 
right now 
to ruin the 
deal, … (but) 
I don’t see it 
happening 
before the 
election.”

Todd Hubbs



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 2 • PAGE 1WEDNESDAY, JAN. 22, 2020

SPORTS HENSON MOVING ON 
 
Rochelle bowler John Henson advanced 
to the IHSA DeKalb Sectional next week. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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RTHS Wrestling

Repeat performance
Harvey defends Mahomet-Seymour title, earns 100th win at Sycamore

Hospitality & Culinary
Feed your
passion for
cooking – start
your career
in Culinary Arts
at Kish!   

C A R E E R  &  T E C H N I C A L  E D U C A T I O N

Feed your passion at Kish. Visit www.kish.edu/culinary

• Small class sizes and fully-stocked
 kitchen workstations
• Create delicious dishes – baking
 and cooking – plus learn proper food
 handling, kitchen and equipment
 safety, knife skills and more
• Earn ServSafe Manager Certification 

90 Days Same as Cash                                 Mon-Fri 9am-5:00 • Sat 9am-4pm • Sun Closed

429-433 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765

hubcityfurniture.com

10
03

20
17

HUB CITY FURNITURE

POWER LIFT CHAIRSPOWER LIFT CHAIRSPOWER LIFT CHAIRS
Starting at $555

Various color & styles!

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Lady Hubs take seventh place 
at Niles West Invitational

RTHS Cheerleading

The Rochelle Township High School varsity cheerleading team competed in 
the Niles West Invitational this past weekend, finishing seventh overall. The 
team includes Baylie Sutton, Morgan Smardo, Lauryn Akey, Liberty Hayes, 
Megan Thompson, Giselle Hueramo, Hailey Thompson, Zoe Hardcastle, Kylee 
Brown and Morgan Schabacker. The girls are coached by Trish Rodeghero.

Junior Ben Harvey won the 182-pound title at the Mahomet-Seymour Marty Williams Invitational for the 
second straight season on Saturday. Harvey also recorded his 100th high school win during Rochelle’s dual at 
Sycamore on Thursday.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

RTHS Girls Basketball

Junior Afi Gati works between three LaSalle-Peru 
defenders during Rochelle’s game on Saturday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Slow start hurts Rochelle
Lady Hubs fall 67-57 to LaSalle-Peru

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — If 
the first quarter was any 
indication, LaSalle-Peru 
looked ready to blow the 
Rochelle girls basketball 
team out of the gym when 
the Lady Hubs took on the 
Cavaliers in conference 
play Saturday afternoon.

Cavalier guard Brook-
lyn Ficek drained three 
triples in the first quarter, 
helping LaSalle-Peru open 
the game on a 10-2 run and 
leading the Cavaliers to 
a 21-5 advantage enter-
ing the second quarter. 
Rochelle fought back to 
bring LaSalle-Peru within 
four points after three 
quarters, but the Cavaliers 
held on long enough for a 
67-57 win. The Lady Hubs 
dropped their 10th straight 
game and moved to 3-19 
overall with the loss.

“A lot of the slow start 
was due to our energy 
level,” head coach Tony 
Rowan said. “We talk 
about being the aggressor 
and not being on our heels. 
We picked our energy up 

over the second and third 
quarters but we had a big 
hill to climb. We came 
close but they were able 
to push through.”

See GIRLS page 3

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

MAHOMET — Ro-
chelle standout wrestler 
Ben Harvey needed a re-
peat performance against 
Riverton’s Grant Rip-
perda in order to defend 
his title during the Marty 
Williams Invitational at 
Mahomet-Seymour High 
School on Saturday.

Harvey made slight 
work of his first four 
tournament bouts, pin-
ning his way through 
the 182-pound bracket 
and earning a rematch 
with Ripperda for the 
championship. Harvey 
defeated Ripperda 8-1 in 
the finals last season, and 
the junior had no trouble 
with the Riverton grap-
pler this season, beating 
him 7-3 behind three 
takedowns to win the title 
once again.

“I knew he wasn’t go-
ing to do a whole lot,” 
Harvey said. “He stayed 
in a good position the 
entire match and when 
I had opportunities to 
score on him, I was able 
to take them. I thought 
the match went well, but 
there were more opportu-
nities for me to score.” 
Harvey (29-2) led the 
Hubs to ninth place 
overall, scoring 50 of 
the team’s 243.5 points. 
Harvey opened the tour-
nament with 50-second 
pins against Champaign 
Centennial’s Brandon 

Harvey and Ft. Zumwalt 
North’s Parker Monnig to 
earn the top seed entering 
bracket wrestling. First-
period falls over Tay-
lorville’s Alex Angel and 
Belleville West’s Ethan 
Sperry moved Harvey 
into the 182-pound finals 
against Ripperda (17-3). 

“I thought my overall 
performance was better 
than how I’ve performed 
in the past,” Harvey said. 
“I’m starting to ramp 
things up with the con-
ference tournament and 
the regional tournament 
coming up. We have some 
big duals coming up as 
well, and it’s been nice to 
see some of the work I’ve 
put in pay off finally.”

Three Rochelle wres-
tlers placed seventh in 
the tournament including 
106-pounder Ivan Pineda 
(15-13), 152-pounder 
Zeke Horn (14-17) and 
170-pounder Bryan Gar-
za (21-9). 113-pound-
er Weldon Nay (8-19) 
finished eighth, while 
three Hubs including 
126-pounder Caleb Na-
dig (26-5), 220-pounder 
Gavin Ansteth (17-7) and 
285-pounder Zack Capes 
(13-14) took ninth place. 

132-pounder Grant 
Thompson (15-13) and 
182-pounder Noah Mess-
er (14-12) brought home 
top-12 placements from 
the tournament, with 
145-pounder Ethan Tool-
ey (17-14), 138-pounder 
Keegan Davis-Carter 

(24-7) and 145-pounder 
Wade Samp earning top-
16 finishes. 

Sycamore
Rochelle wrestled its 

final Interstate 8 Confer-
ence dual of the season 
this past Thursday, falling 
41-22 against Sycamore. 
The Hubs (15-3 overall) 

went 5-2 across seven 
conference matchups this 
winter. Ben Harvey won 
by fall over Nate Lee in 
the 195-pound bout for 
his 100th career victory 
with the RTHS wrestling 
program.

“It’s weird to think 
about because I feel like 
I’ve only wrestling with 

the team for one year,” 
Harvey said. “It’s been 
three years and we still 
have one more coming. 
It’s cool to think about 
and hopefully there are 
more wins to come.”

Noah Messer picked 
up a 3-0 decision over 
Dominic Bills in the 
182-pound bout, and 

Ivan Pineda received a 
forfeit in the 106-pound 
bout. Caleb Nadig over-
came an eye injury in his 
126-pound match against 
Nick Lockhart, winning 
by 19-7 major decision. 
Keegan Davis-Carter 
defeated Sam Carlson in 
the 138-pound bout via 
14-8 decision.
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

1030 South 7th Street

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

Cappel’s Complete Car Care
1161 S. 7th St., Rochelle, IL
www.cappelscompletecarecare.com

815-561-TIRE (8473)
M-F 8am--5pm • Sat 8am-Noon

BEST PRICE AROUND!
FULL 

SYNTHETIC 
OIL CHANGE

$4599
Up 
to 5 
Quarts

Exp. 6/30/19

R
E

A
S

O
N

 N
O

.4

Another great reason to come to Kish.

We work with
robots!
Step into
your future
at Kish with
training in
robotics
systems &
electronics!
Find your reason – register today!

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We Can Do That
Postcards

Business Cards
Magazines
Brochures
Yard Signs

Flyers
Posters
Banners

Letterheads
Calendars
Catalogs
Folders

Envelopes
Stickers
Labels

CD/DVD Packing
  litho  digital print & copy  design  large format

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
P: 815.562.7057 • hubprint@hubprint.net

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

Highway 38 • Rochelle, IL

Highway 38 
Rochelle, IL

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

Kenny’s  
Place

Sunday 11am-11pm • Monday-Wednesday 10am-1am
Thursday-Saturday 10am-2am

411 Cherry Ave. • Rochelle, IL • 815-562-6568

#GoHubs#purplepride

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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• Custom 
Embroidery

• Direct to garment 
printing

•Custom Heat 
Transfer

• 1,000’s of 
products 
available

• Fast Turn Around
•No Minimum 

Order

Rochelle’s #1 Stop for all your Custom Logo Wear Needs.
Downtown Rochelle • 815-561-9500 • 926customembroidery@gmail.com

M-F 10-5, Sat. 9-12

HUB SPOTLIGHT

The Rochelle boys bowling team finished sixth in the IHSA Oregon Regional at 
Dixon’s Plum Hollow Lanes on Saturday. Above from left to right are Dylan Milton, 
John Henson, Sergio Guevara, Devansh Patel and Logan Ortega.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Henson earns at-large 
berth for sectional meet

John Henson will represent Rochelle 
in the IHSA Sycamore Sectional next 
weekend after receiving an at-large bid 
during the regional meet.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

DIXON — John Henson was surprised 
when officials called his name as one of 
the top 10 at-large sectional qualifiers after 
the IHSA Oregon Regional at Plum Hollow 
Lanes on Saturday.

Henson fell behind his competitors 
after rolling 127 in his fifth game of the 
regional tournament. The Rochelle junior 
knew he needed a big finale to keep his 
chances alive, and he delivered with 202 
in the last game to roll a 1,097 series and 
claim the 10th at-large berth. Henson led 
the Hubs to sixth place in the tournament 
with 5,122 total pins.

“It was definitely a surprise to me,” 
Henson said. “I knew it was really close… I 
thought I bowled pretty well. I didn’t bowl 
very well coming out of the first series, and 
I started struggling in the fifth game, but I 
knew I had to fight through it.”

Henson will represent Rochelle in the 
IHSA Sycamore Sectional at Mardi Gras 
Lanes this weekend. He’s the second 
bowler in the last two years from RTHS 
to reach the sectional series after Brady 
Shank qualified for the sectional tourna-
ment in Rockford last season. Henson will 
be looking to become Rochelle’s first state 
qualifier since Steven Demoff advanced 
in 2015.

“I feel pretty comfortable going over 
to Mardi Gras so I don’t feel I’ll struggle 
too much,” Henson said. “I won’t have my 
team behind me so it’s going to be weird 
bowling by myself… The key for me will 
be staying with my form and not falling 
off on my shots.”

Senior Logan Ortega rolled a 1,064 

series with a high game of 211, while sopho-
mores Sergio Guevara and Devansh Patel 
each topped the 1,000-pin mark with 1,008 
and 1,006, respectively. Henson shot 206 
and 246 during his second and third games 
to open the regional tournament with a 613 
series. Sophomore Dylan Milton rounded 
the Hubs out with 947 over six games.
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SPORTS
RTHS Dance

Chellettes finish fourth at Interstate 8 Conference Championship meet
RTHS hosted the Interstate 8 Conference Dance Championship this past week, 
with the Chellettes taking fourth place. The team also competed in the Morris 
Invitational this past weekend, finishing sixth overall. The team includes Miranda 

Dubek, Ava McGee, Ailyn Miranda, Macy Ramos, Kayden Kannheiser, Kelsey 
O’Brien, Taylor Ponto, Jasmine Sarabia, Makaila Crump, Kayla Keilman, Jessica 
Vagle, Erin Decker and Sarah Dreska. The girls are coached by Kass Smith.

(PHOTOS BY MARCY DELILLE)

RTHS Boys Basketball

St. Paul Lutheran School

The St. Paul Lutheran School boys and girls basketball teams each brought home consolation championships from the Route 31 Tournament in Crystal Lake recently. 
Both teams went 2-1 over three games in the competition.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Crusaders win consolation titles at Route 31 Tournament
St. Paul teams claim fifth-place finishes with 2-1 records

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

CRYSTAL LAKE 
— The St. Paul Lutheran 
School boys and girls bas-

ketball teams competed at 
the Route 31 Tournament 
in Crystal Lake recently. 
Both teams went 2-1 over 
three games, with both 
teams defeating Peoria’s 

Concordia Lutheran to 
take fifth place overall 
and win the consolation 
championships.

The boys team features 
Cale Workman, Ethan 

Goodwin, Bane Work-
man, Brody Bruns, Caden 
Goodwin, Josiah Erickson 
and Jack Lodico. The 
Crusaders are coached by 
John Vandre.

The girls team includes 
Paloma Albaugh, Abby 
Metzger, Emma Kennay, 
Molly Boehm, Erin Mur-
phy, Cambrey Rodeghero, 
Alivia Henkel and Taelynn 

Rodeghero. The Lady 
Crusaders are coached by 
Sherry Murphy and Tim 
Hayden.

Both teams are pictured 
above with their trophies.

Burdin’s free throws seal victory over Westmont
Six-game streak includes Friday night win at Sandwich

GIRLS: Lenkaitis, Lundquist reach double figures in loss
From page 1

Ficek was LaSalle-Pe-
ru’s go-to shooter in the 
first half, making four 
3-pointers to lead the Cava-
liers with 12 points over 
the first two quarters. The 
Cavaliers struggled to get 
standout forward Rhiannon 
Skoog going, however, and 
Rochelle’s ability to throw 
multiple defenders at her 
forced LaSalle-Peru to kick 
the ball out and settle for 
perimeter shots. 

The Lady Hubs held 
Skoog to only four points 
in the first half, and despite 
only making two shots in 
the opening quarter, seven 
Rochelle players entered 
the scorebook in the second 
quarter including sopho-
more Josie Lundquist, who 
finished the game with 14 

points and helped the Lady 
Hubs come within 10 points 
at halftime with a 34-24 
deficit.

“I thought the girls 
defended Skoog phenom-
enally,” Rowan said. “We 
only let her get one basket in 
the game and the remainder 
of her points came from 
free throws. We were dig-
ging her out of the post and 
forcing her to pass the ball 
out to their 3-point shooters, 
and I thought the kids did 
a good job of contesting 
her shots.”

Rochelle continued to 
surge in the third quarter, as 
junior guard Sofia Lenkaitis 
nailed three triples of her 
own to push the Lady Hubs 
within four points entering 
the fourth quarter. Trailing 
49-45, the purple and white 
did everything they could to 

keep Skoog out of the paint, 
but the fouls started to pile 
up for Rochelle. LaSalle-
Peru entered the bonus with 
about five minutes to play, 
and the Cavaliers earned the 
double bonus with roughly 
three minutes to go.

Nearly all of the La-
Salle-Peru points in the 
fourth quarter came on 
free throws, with Skoog 
(16 points) and guard 
Lauren Klein (15 points) 
swishing the bulk of the 
attempts. Lenkaitis added 
a fourth 3-pointer in the 
final minutes to finish with 
a game-high 17 points. 

“The girls were reading 
each other on cuts and pass-
es,” Rowan said. “Defen-
sively, they were flowing 
with each other. I thought 
this was our best game in 
terms of team chemistry, 

Sophomore Lucy Bunger tries to avoid the LaSalle-
Peru double team during Saturday’s game against 
the Cavaliers.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

and I’m hoping that we can 
build on every aspect of this 
performance.”

Sandwich
Rochelle and Sandwich 

reunited for their Interstate 
8 Conference rematch this 
past Tuesday, only Sand-
wich was in full control 
this time around, winning 
51-33 over the Lady Hubs.

“The biggest issue for us 
was turnovers,” head coach 
Tony Rowan said. “Their 
press was more effective 
against us this time around, 
especially in the first half. 
They disrupted everything 
we tried doing offensively. 
We couldn’t get into a flow, 
and I think we had 17 or 18 
turnovers in the first half.”

Sandwich’s defensive 
press stymied Rochelle, as 
the Indians limited the Lady 

Hubs to four first-quarter 
points and only 19 points 
over the first three quarters. 
While Rochelle outscored 
Sandwich 14-7 during the 
fourth quarter, the Indians 
had already build a 25-point 

advantage with the score 
at 44-19. 

Sofia Lenkaitis led the 
Lady Hubs with nine points 
in the game while Josie 
Lundquist added seven 
points and five rebounds.

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

WESTMONT — Seth 
Gould grabbed the final 
rebound and pushed the 
ball up the floor as the 
Hubs feverishly attempted 
to keep their winning streak 
alive against Westmont on 
Saturday.

Gould threw the ball up 
to sophomore Ryan Sim-
mons, who then found Gar-
rett Burdin near the 3-point 

line with only seconds re-
maining in the game. Trail-
ing by one point, Burdin put 
up the game’s final shot as 
the buzzer sounded. While 
the shot didn’t fall, Burdin 
was fouled on the attempt, 
sending the junior guard to 
the free-throw line with no 
time left on the clock.

Keeping his nerves in 
check, Burdin sank both 
free throws and completed 
Rochelle’s 64-63 comeback 
over the Sentinels on Sat-

urday. The clutch freebies 
extended the team’s win-
ning streak to six games and 
put the Hubs over the .500 
mark on the season (10-9). 
Burdin scored 16 points 
for Rochelle, while senior 
guard Austin Brown led the 
team with 17 points.

“Seth had a huge re-
bound and Ryan made a 
great extra pass,” Burdin 
said. “I took the best shot 
I could and one of their 
players bumped me in the 

arm… I stepped up to the 
line in a pretty nervous mo-
ment, but those moments 
are what I work for. It was 
very exciting.”

The victory was special 
for Rochelle head coach 
Tim Thompson, who at-
tended Westmont High 
School and has looked 
forward to facing his alma 
mater for quite some time. 
The Hubs outscored the 
Sentinels 25-15 in the 
third quarter, and the boys 

overcame a 31-point per-
formance from Westmont 
forward Qati Dalipi. Free 
throws were the difference 
in the game, as the Sentinels 
missed six of them and the 
Hubs only missed one.

“I loved that high school 
so much,” Thompson said. 
“It was nostalgic to walk 
into the building and it 
smelt almost the same as it 
did about 30 years ago. I’ve 
been wanting to play them 
in the regular season, and 

the game was everything 
we could have asked for.”

Sandwich
Rochelle went on the 

road and evened its con-
ference record on Friday 
with a 58-53 victory over 
Sandwich behind 17 points 
from Garrett Burdin and 15 
points from Austin Brown. 
The Hubs outscored the 
Indians 24-6 in transition 
points and 16-7 in points 
off turnovers.
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-Friday)
Phone: 
815-562-4171
Fax: 
815-562-2161
Email: 
classifieds@rochellenews-leader.com
Address:
211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
Mail: 
P.O. Box 46
Rochelle, IL 61068

DEADLINES:
Sunday News-Leader: Thursday, 2 p.m.
Tuesday Shopping News: Friday, 10 a.m.
Wednesday  News-Leader: Monday, 4 p.m.
(Deadlines subject to change during holiday times)

All classified marketplace line ads will appear in the following 7 print publications and on 5 
high-traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • Ogle County Life • Rochelle Shopping News • Ashton Gazette • 
Amboy News • Mendota Reporter • Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts at $32.99 for private party ads and $44.60 for commercial 
business ads and $19.99 for garage sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement appears incorrectly, notify us immediately. We will not be responsible for 
more than one incorrect insertion, and will only credit customer for one insertion.

LAND AUCTION
155 Acres MOL

(Offered in Two Parcels)
Ogle County Farm Land

Thursday February 20th, 2020
10:00 AM

Land Location: This Farm is located at 4756 & 4780 S Center Rd., Rochelle IL 
61068 - These parcels are located adjacent to the addresses above. No Building 
sites included with this auction. This auction will be held indoors off site. For 
more information, contact Auctioneer John Bearrows at 815-562-5113 or 
815-739-9150.
Auction Location: For your comfort & convenience this auction will be held 
offsite, indoors at the Bearrows Auction Center, 10786 E Fowler Rd., Rochelle 
IL 61068 Watch for Bearrows Real Estate & Auction signs off Rt. #251 & Flagg 
Blacktop just North of Rochelle IL Visit our web site at www.bearrows.com 
for further information & full color pictures, or Contact Auctioneer John 
Bearrows for more information.
Auctioneers Note: This property will be offered in two parcels, both approx. 
77.5 Acres without any buildings. These two parcels are in a great location and 
have very good productivity. All announcements made day of the auction take 
precedence over any and all prior statements and or advertising.
PROPERTY DESCRIPTIONS:  Parcel 1: Approx. 77 Acres, all tillable, with a PI# 
126: Parcel 2: Approx 77Acres, all tillable, with a PI# 123 Sale Order: We will 
offer parcel 1, followed by parcel 2, followed by the combination of 1 & 2 totaling 
approx. 155 Acres.
TERMS: A minimum deposit of 10% of the purchase price in the form of cash, 
certified check, bank draft or personal check shall be made by the successful 
Bidder(s) on the day of sale for for parcels 1, 2 or the combination of them.At 
such time, the successful Bidder(s) shall enter into purchase contract. On or 
before April 1, 2020, the Buyer(s) shall pay the balance of the purchase price in 
full. A copy of the purchase contract will be available for inspection at the closing 
desk on the day of the auction, or by contacting the auctioneer. POSSESSION: 
Buyer(s) to receive full possession of both parcels upon closing. The current 
tennant has interest in renting this property back for 2020 season, should the 
buyer need someone to operate it. TAXES: Seller(s) pays all 2019 Taxes due in 
2020, in the form of credit at closing based upon the latest available information.  
No further pro-rations will be made after closing. NOTE: All announcements 
given on the day of sale shall take precedence over any, and/or all previous 
advertising or descriptions. The method, order of sale and bidding increments 
shall be at the sole discretion of the auctioneer. This auction will be recorded.
SURVEY & DEED: Seller(s) will provide certified survey, commitment letter of 
title insurance in the amount of the purchase price and stamped Trustee’s deed 
to Buyer(s) at time of closing. BIDDING: Bidding on both parcels will be on a 
per acre basis, with the final sale price based upon surveyed acres. BIDDERS: 
Bidder(s) should rely upon their own inspections and not upon any description 
or nomenclature of the auctioneer.  Seller(s) assume no liability for errors or 
omissions in this or any other property listing, advertising, promotion or publicity 
statements and material.  Although information has been obtained from sources 
deemed reliable, the aforementioned Seller(s) make no guarantee as to accuracy 
of the information herein contained or in any other property listing or advertising.

Owner: Dutcher Trust – Rochelle IL
Attorney For The Seller: 

Fearer, Nye & Chadwick, Attorney Paul E. Chadwick
815-562-2156

420 4th Ave., Rochelle IL 61068
AUCTIONEERS:

JOHN BEARROWS, Rochelle, IL
(815) 739-9150

IL Lic. #440000243
JOSH HICKEY, Steward, IL

(815) 739-1030
IL Lic. #441001092Visit our website www.bearrows.com

(815) 562-5113 

Want To Teach Your Kids About 
Responsibility?

The Rochelle News-Leader has five
openings for newspaper carriers.

• Must be 10 years or over
• 3 deliveries per week
• Most routes take less 
than 45 minutes
• No collecting
• A great place to 
teach your child about 
responsibility - and the 
rewards ofearning  
their own spending money
• Adult carriers are 
welcome, too!

12082019

Contact Wanda at the 
Rochelle News-Leader 

office
211 E. Hwy. 38, 

561-2112

ROUTE 13-14
NORTH 6TH ST & 7TH ST. AND 

AVENUES IN BETWEEN
ROUTE 24-25

SOUTH MAIN, SOUTH 1ST, SOUTH 
2ND, SOUTH 3RD STREETS

ROUTE 16
CHERRY AVE., 200-700 BLOCK 

LINCOLN HWY., 100-700 BLOCK N. 
MAIN ST., WASHINGTON ST.

ROUTE 28
SOUTHVIEW DR., WILLIS AVE., LAKE 

LIDA LN.
ROUTE 37

MILL POND DR., BROOKSTONE DR., 
SUNSET LN., SHADY PASS, 

FLAGG CENTER

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW SCRATCH & DENT
• Refrigerators      • Freezers
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

09
01

20
19

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on January 
13, 2020, a certificate 
was filed in the Ogle 
County Clerk’s Office 
setting forth the names 
and post office address 
of all of the persons 
owning, conducting 
and transacting the 
business known as: 
Pickin Station, 708 Lin-
coln Ave., Rochelle, IL 
61068.
Dated: January 13, 
20202
Laura J. Cook,
Ogle County Clerk
No. 0112 (Jan. 15, 22, 
29)

103 
AUCTIONS

203 
HELP WANTED

101 
LEGALS

303 
HELP WANTED

101 
LEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 
BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 
SERVICES AND 
REPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 
HELP WANTED

LOOKING For a Good 
Quality, Reliable CDL 
Driver. Mostly Local 
Work. Pfeiffer Farms 
Trucking LLC 815-985-
2661. (02-02-20)

TRUCK Driver Wanted. 
MIDWEST HAULING. 
For More Information 
Call 815-757-3675. (01-

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

301 
ANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 
MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

315  
WANTED TO BUY
 
WANTED: Coin 
operated machines, 
slot machines, 
pinball, arcade, trade 
simulators, jukeboxes. 
Working or not working. 
815-397-6586.

405 
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT
 
ROCHELLE: 300 ½ 
Irene Ave. 2-BEDROOM 
Town House with Large 
Rooms. 815-562-6785. 
(01-26-20)

R O C H E L L E : 
1 - B E D R O O M 
Apartments Now 
Available. Off-Street 
Parking. 815-761-2833. 
(01-29-20)
 

ROCHELLE 
PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT
All size rental 

properties
Residential & 
Commercial

Rochelle, Ottawa and 
surrounding area.
Call 815-562-7368
www.rochelleproperty.com 02

17
20

19

601 
VEHICLES FOR SALE

FOR SALE - 2006 Ford 
Taurus SE. Selling for 
$2,000, Bottom Line. 
For Questions, Call 
815-643-2334. (01-22-
20) 

 

203 
HELP WANTED

Want breaking news wherever you are?

Like us on facebook.
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JOHNSON CPA LLC
Certi�ed Public Accountants & Consultants

Je�ery L. Johnson, Jr., CPA
Owner

Cell: 815-631-7610
jjohnson@johnsoncpa-llc.com

DIXON
1302 N Galena Avenue
Dixon, Illinois 61021
(P) 815-288-1316
(F) 815-288-1384

NAPLES
4099 Tamiami Trail

Naples, FL 34103
(P) 239-919-3574
(F) 239-919-3585

SAVING for 
retirement is 
an essential 

component of financial 
planning. Adults can 
save for retirement 
in various ways, and 
one of the simplest, 
most popular ways to 
do so is to enroll in an 
employer-sponsored 
401(k) plan. 

Enrolling in a 401(k) 
plan can be a wise 
decision. According 
to a recent report from 
Fidelity Investments, 
the average 401(k) 
balance rose 8 percent 
in the first quarter of 
2019. Investors seem to 
be taking notice of such 
returns, as Fidelity also 
noted that the aver-
age 401(k) employee 
contribution reached 
$2,370 in the first quar-
ter of 2019, marking a 
15 a percent increase 
from the year prior.

When enrolling in 
a 401(k) plan, profes-
sionals may wonder 
how to choose their 

Financial planners can help investors choose the right 401(k) investments for 
them.

Tips when choosing your 401(k) investments
investments. Such plans 
typically include an 
assortment of funds. 
There are a host of fac-
tors to consider when 
choosing 401(k) invest-
ments, and the follow-
ing are some strategies 
that can help investors 
make decisions they’re 
comfortable with.

• Read the en-
rollment brochure. 
Brochures might not 
be the most exciting 
reads, but 401(k) bro-
chures, which should 
be provided when 
employees enroll in a 
plan, typically include 
a detailed rundown of 
the investment options 
within a given plan. 
As valuable as these 
rundowns can be, a 
recent survey from 
Prudential Investments 
found that 42 percent 
of investors don’t know 
how their retirement 
assets are being allo-
cated. Investors who 
know how their 401(k) 
contributions are being 

allocated are in better 
position to address mar-
ket fluctuations, giving 
them more control over 
their money.

• Involve a financial 
planner in your 401(k). 
Financial planners can 
be an invaluable re-
source that can help in-
vestors in myriad ways. 

Some investors may be 
surprised to learn that 
outside planners can 
even help them with 
their employer-spon-
sored 401(k) plans. 
Provide a planner with 
detailed information 
about your 401(k), 
including a rundown of 
the plan’s investment 

options, and share your 
retirement goals. A 
financial planner can 
then help you choose 
the funds from your 
plan that best align 
with your goals and 
your comfort levels in 
regard to risk.

• Monitor your 
investments. While in-

vestors need to recog-
nize that markets fluc-
tuate, they still need 
to keep an eye on how 
their 401(k) invest-
ments are performing. 
Keep an eye out for 
funds that consistently 
lose money or provide 
little to no return, 
as they’re likely not 
worthy of your invest-
ment dollars. Investors 
should not overreact 
and immediately move 
money around when 
typically strong funds 
take a dip, but they 
also should not accept 
poorly performing 
funds as part of the 
risk of investing. It’s a 
balancing act, and sav-
vy investors know to 
keep their eyes peeled 
and to make changes 
when necessary.

Choosing 401(k) 
funds is a decision 
to take seriously, and 
one that can be made 
simpler by enlisting 
the help of a financial 
planner. 

INVESTING is a 
key component of 
long-term financial 

planning. By choosing the 
right investments, investors 
can ensure their money out-
grows inflation, making it 
possible for them to realize 
their retirement goals and 
live comfortably long after 
they have stopped working.

Risk is a part of invest-
ing, and many veteran 
investors recognize that. 
However, the fear or losing 
their hard-earned money 
might compel would-be 
beginners to avoid the mar-
kets altogether. That can be 
a costly mistake, and it’s one 
research suggests millenni-
als are making, choosing to 
keep their money in savings 
accounts, which provide 
very little return in terms of 
interest, rather than invest in 
the markets. According to 
a recent analysis from the 
online financial resource 

NerdWallet, a 25-year-
old millennial who is not 
investing today and does 
not invest until he or she 
retires at 65 could lose out 
on more than $3.3 million 
in retirement savings.

It can be nerve-wrack-
ing for novices to begin 
investing their money, but 
these three investment 
strategies can help calm 
those nerves and pave the 
way for a bright financial 
future.

1. Identify your risk 
tolerance.

Young investors may be 
told that they’re in prime 
position to choose risky 
investments because they 
have less responsibilities 
than older investors and 
more time in the workforce 
to make up for losses. 
While that’s true, young 
investors should only be 
as risky as they’re comfort-
able being. The financial 

experts at Principal® ad-
vise beginners to identify 
their risk tolerance before 
investing. Investments 
with a high potential for re-
turn, which might include 
emerging markets and 
limited partnerships, also 
generally have a higher 
potential risk for loss, and 
vice versa. Investors should 
only accept a level of risk 
they’re comfortable with.

2. Diversify your in-
vestments.

Principal® notes that 
one way to manage risk 
is choose a mix of in-
vestments from various 
asset classes. For example, 
stocks and bonds tradi-
tionally move in different 
directions. So when stocks 
are up, bonds may be down, 
and vice versa. Investing in 
different types of assets is 
known as diversification, 
which can help investors 
protect themselves against 

Three investing tips for beginners
risk.

3. Make changes as you 
age.

As investors age, their 
aversion to risk should 
grow. The closer you get 
to retirement the closer 
you are to needing all the 
money you have invested 
and earned over the years. 
Speak with a financial 
planner about how to real-
locate your investments as 
retirement draws near.

Investing requires risk, 
but novice investors should 
not allow that to keep them 
on the sidelines. 
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309-944-5601
Andover | Ashton | Fulton  
Geneseo | Oregon | Peru  

Princeton | Rochelle

central-bank.com

Our Central focus is YOU

Trust & Asset Division
Central Bank provides more than good investment 
yields and competent financial planning; we provide 
people with personal attention. With a professional 
team such as ours, you have all our resources, from 
research down to bookkeeping, on your side.

TYPES OF TRUST SERVICES

Call us for a FREE Consultation

• Living Trusts
• Charitable Trusts
• Executorships
• Investment Services
• Health Savings Accounts

• Custodial Accounts
• Help with Succession 

Planning for your Business 
Operation

• Land Trusts

• IRAs – Traditional, Roth, Simple & Education…either a self 
directed or managed

Not FDIC Insured • No Bank Guarantee • May Lose Value

Mike Kelly
Senior Trust Officer

Accredited Farm Manager
309-944-1670

Bob Brummet
Trust Officer

309-944-1617

01232019

IT’S never too early for adults to 
think about estate planning. Estate 
planning is an important part of 

money management. While it’s easy to 
think of estate planning as just a way to 
dictate how your assets are allocated af-
ter your death, estate planning also can 
protect people and their money should 
accidents or injury make them incapable 
of managing their finances on their own.

Some familiar terms may come up 
when people begin planning how they 
hope to transfer their assets. Two more 
common terms are wills and trusts. Un-
derstanding the distinctions between the 
two can help people as they begin estate 
planning.

What is a will?
The online financial resource In-

vestopedia notes that wills are legally 
enforceable documents that dictate how 
people want their affairs handled and as-
sets allocated in the wake of their deaths.

Wills should include a host of in-
formation, including who a person 
wants to assume guardianship of their 
minor-aged children should they pass 
away. This is especially important infor-
mation to include in a will, as surviving 
relatives may have to go to court to con-
test guardianship if parents do not dictate 

who they want to serve as guardians in 
their wills.

What is a trust?
A trust is a relationship in which 

another party is given authority to handle 
a person’s assets for the benefit of that 
person’s beneficiaries. When making a 
trust, a person will need to designate 
someone as a trustee, who will be 
tasked with distributing assets in accor-
dance to the terms dictated in the trust.

There are many types of trusts, and 
working with an attorney who special-
izes in estate planning can help men 
and women determine which type of 
trust, if any, is best for them. 

Is it better to have a will 
or a trust?

Both wills and trusts can be useful 
when estate planning. In fact, wills are 
often used to establish trusts, and many 
people have both a will and a trust.

Estate planning is an important part 
of managing one’s finances. A quali-
fied attorney who specializes in estate 
planning can help people write their 
wills and, if necessary, establish trusts 
that can help surviving loved ones in 
the wake of their death.  

Explaining wills 
and trusts

EMPLOY-
ER-SPON-
SORED 

401(k) plans are great 
ways to save for re-
tirement, potentially 
paving the way to wor-
ry-free golden years. 
Such plans are even 
more attractive when 
employers offer to 
“match” contributions. 

Employers that offer 
to match employee 
contributions typical-
ly will do so up to a 
given percentage. For 
example, some compa-
nies may match up to 
2 percent. That means 
that employees who 
contribute at least 2 
percent of their pay-
checks to an employ-
er-sponsored 401(k) 
plan will receive an 
additional 2 percent 
from their employers. 

For those who 
contribute 2 percent, 
that match will double 
their contributions to 
4 percent at no cost to 
the employee. Despite 
the benefits of accept-
ing employers’ offers 
to match, recent data 
from the retirement 
planning specialists 
at Financial Engines 
indicates that many 
employees are not tak-
ing advantage of these 
offers when given 
the chance. A recent 
survey from Financial 
Engines found that 
$24 billion in 401(k) 
matches goes un-
claimed ever year, with 
the typical employee 
missing out on more 
than $1,300 in matches 
annually. 

Why it pays to say ‘yes’ 
to 401(k) matches

MO N T H L Y 
budgets help 
people make 

the most of their money. 
While a person’s income 
will affect how much they 
can spend on housing, food 
and clothing each month, 
another, more abstract fac-
tor can have a big impact 
on monthly budgets as well.

Nearly every adult has a 
credit score, which can fluc-
tuate daily. Various factors, 
including a person’s age 
and track record in regard 
to paying bills, combine 
to produce a credit score. 
According to the credit 
reporting agency Experi-
anTM, credit scores range 
from 300 to 850, though 
most consumers’ scores 
fall somewhere between 
600 and 750. The Fair Isaac 
Corporation create what’s 
known as a FICO® Score, 
which is used by many 
lenders to determine pro-
spective borrowers’ credit 
worthiness. FICO® scores 
are often characterized 
using five terms:

• Very poor: Scores be-
tween 300 and 579

• Fair: Scores between 
580 and 669

• Good: Scores between 
670 and 739

• Very good: Scores 
between 740 and 799

• Exceptional: Score 
between 800 and 850

Some consumers may 
feel that these are just 
numbers on a page. But in 
certain instances, such as 
when consumers attempt 
to buy a home, a credit 
score can have a dramatic 
effect on a person’s monthly 
budget. When borrowing to 

How credit scores can affect 
your finances for years to come

buy a home, borrowers with 
desirable credit scores may 
be eligible for considerably 
lower interest rates than 
borrowers whose scores 
fall into the “Very poor” 
or “Fair” range. Over the 
length of a standard, 30-
year, fixed-rate mortgage, 
a low interest rate can save 
borrowers tens of thousands 
of dollars in interest fees. 

In addition to paying 
more in interest fees, Expe-
rianTM notes that borrow-
ers with subpar credit scores 
may have to do even more 
to earn the trust of lenders. 
Borrowers whose scores 
fall into the “Very poor” 
range may be required to 

pay a fee or make a deposit 
when opening a new credit 
account, and some might 
not be approved for credit 
at all. Borrowers whose 
scores fall into the “Fair” 
may be classified by lenders 
as subprime borrowers, 
making it hard for them to 
open new credit accounts 
or secure loans without a 
cosigner.

Consumers can benefit 
from knowing their credit 
scores and how to improve 
them. Taking measures 
to improve low or subpar 
credit scores can put more 
money in consumers’ pock-
ets, both in the immediate 
and distant future.  
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We can help!

Got ?
Holiday Bills? Car Repairs? Leaky Roof?

Jami Hackman & Magan Stevens

Looking for a 
new CPA?

We do income taxes, payroll & bookkeeping.

Jennifer Lungstrom, CPA, EA
provides tax planning, preparation, & compliance 

services to tax-exempt entities, individuals, & 
businesses. She has more than 17 years of 

experience in income tax, compilation, payroll tax, 
& sales tax preparation. She is a Licensed Certified 
Public Accountant (CPA) & an Enrolled Agent (EA) 

& Certified Online Quickbooks Pro Advisor.

Silene Walters, CPA, MAS
has 16 years of tax preparation experience. 

She holds a Master’s Degree in Taxation & is a 
Licensed Certified Public Accountant (CPA). Make 
an appointment to see her today at the Rochelle 
or Stillman Valley office. She is a Certified Online 

Quickbooks Pro Advisor.
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815.561.8979
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Over time, money 
left on the matching 
table could deny retir-
ees tens of thousands 
of dollars, if not more. 
Accepting an employ-

er’s offer to match is 
essentially accepting 
free money, making it 
something all investors 
should do if given the 
chance.  
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