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ROCHELLE – One 
man from South Dakota is 
walking across the country 
to raise awareness for U.S. 
veterans. 

Jerry Meadows is a 
proud, 65-year-old Viet-
nam Air Force veteran, 
who is walking from 
Bemidji, Minnesota, to 
Jacksonville, Florida, 
to raise funds for the 
Wounded Warriors Proj-
ect. Meadows chose the 
WWP, because it is the 
only organization he could 
find that takes care of not 
only veterans, but their 
spouses and caretakers 
as well. 

Meadows walks up to 
11 miles a day pulling 
his oxygen tank with him 
everywhere he goes, no 
matter the terrain. Even 
though he struggles with 
his own health issues and 
long days of walking can 
make his body ache, he 
pushes through to honor 
his fellow veterans. 

“There are veterans 
out there who have given 
their life and limb for 
people that they don’t even 
know,” said Meadows. 
“This is the way that I get 
to pay it back to my broth-
ers and sisters.”

Meadows made a 
promise to veterans, that 
by the end of his journey he 
would have walked a total 
of 1,245 miles and raised 
a minimum of $30,000 for 
the WWP. If he does not 
reach either of his goals 

Walking miles 
for warriors

South Dakota man making trek for Wounded Warriors

by arriving in Florida, he 
will not finish his journey. 

“If I am even one-tenth 
of a mile off my mark when 
I get to Jacksonville, I will 
go to a high school and 
walk around the track to 
make it up,” said Mead-
ows. “My tennis shoes are 
not coming off until I reach 
$30,000.”

Meadows is currently 

walking along Highway 
30 and plans to continue 
that route until reaching 
Fort Wayne, Indiana. The 
incoming winter weather 
system will cause him 
to stop for a few days, 
but he has plans to reach 
Jacksonville by September 
or October.

See WALK page 4

“There are veterans out there 
who have given their life and 
limb for people that they don’t 
even know. This is the way 
that I get to pay it back to my 
brothers and sisters.”

Jerry Meadows

1140 N. Seventh St.
815-561-2337

Here is another great 
reason to come to Kish.
We love
heavy metal!

R E A S O N  N O . 3

Diagnose 
and repair
all types of
vehicles in the
Automotive &
Diesel Programs
at Kish!

www.kish.edu/reasons

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – A Chana resident has been 
chosen to be an ambassador for Nothing Down, 
an international Down Syndrome awareness 
organization. 

One-year-old Lane Schabacker was chosen 
from over 500 applications from 42 states and 11 
different countries, to be one of 29 ambassadors 
for the organization. The mission of the organiza-
tion is to provide support, advocacy, education 
and opportunities for individuals and families 
that have been touched by down syndrome.

Lane’s parents found out about his diagnosis 
when his mother was about 12 weeks pregnant. 
Once the family got over the initial shock, one 
thing that helped them get through difficult times 
was seeing success stories from other families of 
children with Down Syndrome. 

“It really helps to see other families that have a child with Down 
Syndrome thriving,” said Lane’s mother, Margie Schabacker. “If 
we can be that family for somebody else, that is golden.”

Being an ambassador means that Lane and his 
family will represent the organization through 
community outreach, fundraising and social media 
promotion for the duration of 2020. This can include 
documentaries, viral photo and video projects, an-
nual calendars and social media campaigns.

Each of the projects and campaigns put on by 
Nothing Down highlight the promise and beauty of 
individuals with Down Syndrome. One thing that 
Margie and her family would like people to know 
about individuals with Down Syndrome, is that 
there are many more similarities than differences. 

“They are more alike than different, they are just 
like you and I,” said Margie. “They may reach their 
milestones a little slower, but they will get there.”

Lane’s family has plans to begin hosting their 
own fundraisers, in which all of the proceeds 
will benefit Nothing Down to help them continue 
funding projects. To keep up with the ambas-

sadors and their missions, or if you would like to donate, visit 
their website and social media accounts at www.facebook.com/
nothingdown, www.instagram.com/nothingdownorg/ or www.
nothingodwn.org. 

Schabacker named ambassador

Lane Schabacker

BY JENNIFER SIMMONS
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Monday night City coun-
cil members approved 
the purchase agreement 
for the Hickory Grove 
property.

The agreement with 
the Ogle County Civic 
Center Authority con-
tained several provi-
sions, including:

Purchase price for the 
Hickory Grove facility 
is $1;

OCCCA’s liabilities 
(which the city will 
assume) include City 
of Rochelle - $6,600, 
Anderson Plumbing - 
$3,234.85 and Fear-
er, Nye & Chadwick 
- $2,500;

A due diligence pe-
riod of 30 days from the 
execution of the agree-
ment;

The purchaser, at the 
city’s expense, will ob-
tain a boundary survey 
prepared according to 
ALTA/ACSM standards 
within seven business 
days of the execution of 
the agreement (already 
underway);

Purchaser shall, at our 
expense, shall furnish not 
less than 10 days prior to 
the closing, a title com-
mitment for an owner’s 
title insurance company 
issued by Kinzley Title 
Group, Inc.;

Because OCCCA does 
not have any funds, the 
city will be responsible 
for all closing costs.

Although it is not 
included in the purchase 
agreement, all funds 
generated by the facility 
while in the ownership of 
the city, either through 
lease rent or auctioning 
of equipment will be 
used to either pay for the 
demolition of the facility 
or pay off the outstand-
ing city utility bills.

Counci l  members 
voted 7-0 to approve 
the purchase agreement.

Other items
Council members also 

approved a fiber license 
agreement with Digital 
Network Access Com-
munications lease one 
point to point dark fiber 
connection from the 
Frontier building to the 
DNA Communications 
building.

According to utilities 
superintendent Adam 
Lanning, this agreement 
will generate $375 per 
month for the city.

Council member Don 
Burke abstained from the 
vote due to his employ-
ment with DNA.

An agreement was 
also reached to provide 
Surf Air Wireless, LLC 
with a half-rack collo-
cation space within the 
RMU Datacenter. This 
agreement will gener-
ate $814 per month for 
the city.

A change order for 
work on Well 8 was also 
approved. 

See CITY page 4

In the works
Purchase agreement for 
Hickory Grove property 

approved
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Save the date 
for the last week 

of February to 
get Leap Day 

Savings!

$29 OFF  6-Month 
SUBSCRIPTIONS

now through Saturday, Feb. 29, 2020

WHAT YOU RECEIVE WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE:
1. Exclusive, local stories.

2. Direct delivery to your home or business.
3. 24/7 digital access to website & e-Edition.

02192020

Good for both new & renewing subscriptions

Pay 
only

$35.99
for 26 weeks!

211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle, IL 61068 
815.562.4171 | www.rochellenews-leader.com

is the permanent,
clog-free gutter solution!*

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

• One-piece, seamless gutter system
• Protective Overhang/Trim
• ScratchGuard® Paint Finish
• Clog-Free Design

75%OFF
LABOR✝

Receive a FREE $100 Restaurant.com
Gift Card with FREE in-home estimate!**

Call Today for Your FREE Estimate!
✝Does not include cost of material. Expires 2/29/20. **All participants who attend an estimated
60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $100 gift certificate. Visit https://
www.restaurant.com/about/terms for complete terms and conditions and https://www. 
restaurant.comfor participating restaurants. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard 
Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter 
protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with 
a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. 
Participants must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter 
into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company
or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a 
Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company 
customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may 
substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the 
participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. 
Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer is subject to

change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 2/29/20.

7
L

(815) 673-7532

MALTA — The Kish-
waukee College Flo-
ral Design department 
hosted a guest designer 
as part of the Artist In 
Residence (AIR) pro-
gram offered through 
the American Institute of 
Floral Designers (AIFD) 
on Wednesday, Feb. 19 at 
the college. 

Students in Janet Gal-
lagher’s Floral Design 
class welcomed Pete 
Samek, AIFD certified 
floral designer, for a 
morning lecture fol-
lowed by an afternoon 
of design. 

Pete Samek is a free-
lance designer, a 30-year 
veteran in the floral in-
dustry and is currently 
serving as an elected 
representative on the 
AIFD National Board. 
He was assistant director 
at the American Floral 
Art School for 14 years 
and taught floral design in 
Chicago, Taipei, Taiwan 
and San Juan, Puerto 
Rico. A former board 
member of AIFD’s North 
Central Chapter, Samek 
has been an active mem-
ber with the organization 
since 1991. Samek along 
with designer J. Keith 
White decorated the VIP 
entries at the 2017 Rose 
Parade. 

Current ly,  Samek 
works in quality assur-
ance in the floral depart-
ment at FTD LLC and 
helped organize the 2019 
Interflora World Cup 
competition at the Phil-
adelphia Flower Show. 

Kish College floral design 
program hosts guest artist 

Samek works as a free-
lance designer and resides 
in Naperville. 

While at the college, 
Samek lectured on forma-
linear design style, a Eu-
ropean style that arranges 
plant materials in groups 
to emphasize clean lines 
and bold forms. Students 
learned about intentional 
and strong use of nega-
tive space to accentuate 
individual flowers, stem 
angles, color and textures, 

radial stem placement and 
asymmetrical balance. 
Samek also covered fo-
liage techniques such as 
weaving and other leaf 
manipulations. Follow-
ing the lecture, students 
created individual cen-
terpieces in formalinear 
style. 

The AIR program is 
offered through the AIFD 
to bring together indus-
try professionals and 
floral design students at 

colleges and universities 
that have Student AIFD 
chapters. Kishwaukee 
College is one of only 
14 colleges in the nation 
with a SAIFD chapter.  

For more information 
on the Floral Design 
Program at Kishwaukee 
College, visit www.kish.
edu/horticulture.  For 
more information on the 
American Institute of 
Floral Designers (AIFD), 
visit http://aifd.org/.  

Pete Samek, AIFD CFD, was the guest Artist In Residence at Kishwaukee College 
on Feb. 19. Samek presented on formalinear design and foliage techniques for 
the Floral Design class at the college. Students then worked with Samek to create 
centerpieces in the design style. Pictured is Pete Samek, American Institute of 
Floral Designers and certified floral designer.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Donations from Fat Cat Slots

Barb Manning from Fat Cat Slots (pictured above 
right and below left) recently made donations to two 
local organizations. Above, Ric Taylor of the Rochelle 
Golden K accepts the donation. Below, Carolyn 
Brown of The Kitchen Table accepted the donation.
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Thank you to all 
the area students 

who created ads for 
McDonald’s in the 

recent “Kids Create an 
Ad” contest.

(Sponsored by the Rochelle News-Leader)

892 Ranger Road, Rochelle • Hwy. 251 North, Rochelle

We loved all your ads!
All the participants listed below are invited to stop into our McDonald’s Restaurant 

on Hwy. 251, Rochelle to receive a “tasty” free gift as a token of our appreciation.

Daphne Wise
Lincoln School
3rd Grade

McDonald’s
Hwy. 251 North & 892 Ranger Road, Rochelle, IL

* Last Names Omitted

• Aleko Gonzales
Lincoln - 3rd Grade

• Joel Soto
Lincoln - 3rd Grade

• Gabe Byee
St. Paul - 3rd Grade

• Axel Aldof
St. Paul- 3rd Grade

• Jehan*

Tilton - 3rd Grade

• Tyler Sutton
Tilton - 3rd Grade

• Declan McKinney
May - 3rd Grade

• Natalie Foster
Kings- 4th Grade

•Jasmyn Mascote
Lincoln - 4th Grade

• DeLaney Heal
St. Paul - 4th Grade

• Dylan*

Central - 4th Grade

• Andrianna 
Contreras-Sanchez

Tilton- 4th Grade

• Bevan*

May - 4th Grade

• Layla Macklin
Lincoln - 4th Grade

• Caiden Harris
Lincoln - 5th Grade

• Larry*

Lincoln - 5th Grade

• Layla Person
Tilton - 5th Grade

• Tre*

5th Grade

• Adriana M.
May - 5th Grade

• Kalee Rodriguez
RTHS- 9th Grade

02
26

20
20

Thank you to 
Daphne Wise, 
Lincoln Elementary, 

3rd grade.
 She created our 
winning ad with 

everyone’s 
favorite foods!

CHICAGO — French 
4 students from Rochelle 
Township High School 
went to the Alliance 
Française in Chicago 
last week and absolutely 
loved their experience.

Lizzie Cartwright’s 
students took a cooking 
class which was con-
ducted completely in 
French.  They prepared a 
traditional French meal 
of salade verte, tarte 
flambée and une tarte 
aux pommes (apple tart). 
For dessert: dommage, 
which  disappeared too 
quickly to photograph.

Founded in 1897, 
with the mandate to 
promote French culture 
in Chicago, the Alliance 
Française is among the 
oldest of cultural insti-
tutions in the city.

T h r o u g h o u t  i t s 
history, the Alliance 
Française de Chicago 
has played host to a 
diverse group of guests; 
welcoming presidents, 
ambassadors, royalty, 
authors, film directors, 
fashion designers, aca-
demics and visual and 
performing artists to its 
premises.

Alliance Fran çaise de 
Chicago is a concerned 
global citizen, having 
made important contri-
butions to the war relief 
effort of World War I, 
World War II and to the 
reconstruction efforts 
afterwards. The Alli-
ance held fundraisers 
for the war-time needs 

of the American Red 
Cross. Members rolled 
surgical dressings and 
knit sweaters bound 
for Europe in Alliance 
facilities. 

Members of the Alli-
ance were awarded the 
Légion d’Honneur for 
their efforts in supply-
ing grain and supplies 
for devastated France 
after World War I. The 
Alliance also provided 
complimentary French 
language instruction for 
service men and women 
who were deployed to 
Europe at that time.

Today, the Alliance 
Française de Chicago 
hosts an array of events 
annually like Festival de 
Francophonie which be-
gins Friday with country 
partners from Bénin, 
Belgium, Burkina Faso, 
Cameroon, Canada, Chi-
na, France, Haiti, Louisi-
ana, Québec, Romania, 
Switzerland and Togo. 
Meet the chefs and sam-
ple the homemade cui-
sine tout-monde, from 
cochonnaille to raclette; 
chill out at our out-
door sugar shack, rain 
or snow, then shake it up 
on the dance floor with 
world rhythm music from 
coupé-décalé to belly 
dancing or French EDM. 

Alliance Francaise 
continues its long tradi-
tion of bringing notable 
lecturers to Chicago. On 
any given day, hundreds 
of members and students 
cross the threshold.

In their French cooking class 
last week, Kylee Brown, Reece 
Finnestad, and Cara Forsberg 
created a salade verte and 
tarte flambée to perfection.

Alliance Francaise is like visiting 
Paris without leaving the state
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Mike Feltes   (815) 561-2124
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Jennifer Simmons, Managing Editor (815) 561-2151 
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Mike Feltes   (815) 561-2124

To Place a Classified Ad
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BUSINESS
SPOTLIGHT

R
B

S620 S. 7th • Rochelle, IL | 815-562-2177
www.Prescottbrothersford.com

See us for all your tire needs! 
Call Mel or Barb in our service department.

Service Department open Saturdays 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Semi-Synthetic Oil &  
Filter Change & FREE Tire Rotation

$40 Plus tax & fees. 
Up to 5 quarts.

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Like on on Facebook
Lic# 055-013999

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Plumbing, Heating, Air 
Conditioning, Drinking water 

systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976

From page 1

Throughout his jour-
ney, Meadows has felt an 
unbelievable amount of 
support from everyone he 
has encountered. The local 
news outlet near Jackson-
ville even has plans to live 
broadcast his arrival.

“The support that I have 
gotten has been unbeliev-
able, the people that pull 
over and just want a selfie,” 
said Meadows. “I listen to 
all of their stories, and that 
is why I am out there.” 

After walking many 

miles across the country and 
meeting different people he 
has really learned to take a 
step back and appreciate 
the beauty that this country 
has to offer. For anybody 
who would like to donate 
to the WWP can do so 
online at http://www.bit.
ly/2EdXW26 or by con-
tacting Meadows through 
email at meadows.tom1@
gmail.com or by phone at 
641-328-3484. Meadows 
and his journey can also be 
followed on its Facebook 
page by searching road 
walker journey.

SYCAMORE — Kenneth W. Wiese, 53, of Syca-
more, formerly of Rochelle, passed away Monday, Feb. 
17, 2020, with his family at his side. 

A memorial service will be held at a later date at St. 
Mary Memorial Hall in Sycamore. Services are being 
provided by Fredrick Funeral Home, www.fredrickfu-
neralhome.com.

ROCHELLE — Wilma Ruth McCandless, 76, of 
Rochelle, passed away Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2020 at St. 
Anthony Medical Center in Rockford.

Services are pending with Unger-Horner Funeral 
Home.  Visit www.ungerhorner.com.

From page 1

“Well 8, located on Caron Road, 
suffered an equipment failure in 
2019 and requires a new pump, 
motor and cable along with repair-
ing a damaged casing. A bid was 
awarded to Water Well Solutions 
in November,” Lanning said. 
“Since then, Water Well Solu-
tions brushed and televised the 
well for a second time and found 
approximately 30 feet of casing 
that needs repair. The change in 
cost to repair the additional 30 
feet is $43,042.”

Finally, council members ap-
proved the purchase of one cardiac 
monitor capable of defibrillation 
and the disposal of one discontin-
ued cardiac monitor for trade-in 

value.
According to Rochelle Fire 

Chief Dave Sawlsville, the pur-
chase will replace a Physio-Con-
trol Lifepak 12 4-Lead cardiac 
monitor that has several issues, 
including that the parent company, 
Stryker, has discontinued service, 
parts and accessories as the device 
will no longer be approved for use 
by the FDA. 

The 15-year-old device also 
is only a 4-Lead monitor and 
therefore is unable to conduct and 
transmit 12-Lead assessments to 
Rochelle Community Hospital 
Emergency Department and other 
provider hospitals as dictated by 
the Illinois Department of Public 
Health Region 1 Standard Medical 
Orders. 

Purchase of the new monitor 
will complete the cardiac moni-
tor upgrade program for the fire 
department with each of the three 
ambulances outfitted with a Zoll 
12-Lead Cardiac Monitor.

“Zoll is willing to extend us 
terms that will allow us to make a 
moderate payment in this budget 
year, with the remaining portion 
of the purchase price in the 2021 
budget year. They are also willing 
to take our non-functional cardiac 
monitor as a trade-in,” Sawlsville 
said.

This purchase was anticipat-
ed and budgeted, with $5,000 
in the FY2020 budget for the 
FY2020 portion of the device. 
The $26,860.66 balance will be 
paid in FY2021.

(PHOTO BY JENNIFER SIMMONS)

At Monday night’s Rochelle City Council meeting Mayor John Bearrows (far left) proclaimed March 
Irish-American Heritage Month. Pictured with Bearrows is utility superintendent Adam Lanning, Nancy Bing-
ham and Barbara Bell.

CITY: Fire department getting 
new cardiac monitor

WALK: Supporting 
Wounded Warriors

Obituaries

Wilma McCandless

Kenneth Wiese

KANKAKEE — Illi-
nois Sheriffs are raising 
alarms that a recent 
policy change by the 
Illinois Department of 

Correct ions  ( IDOC) 
allows dangerous fel-
ons to be released back 
into Illinois communi-
ties. This is occurring 

New policy allows convicted felons evade federal authorities
Officials warn that radical policy shift endangers local communities

despite valid requests 
by federal immigration 
authorities to transfer 
the convicted felons to 
a designated holding 
facility while the indi-
vidual’s immigration 
case is reviewed and 
adjudicated.

In 2019, 223 individ-
uals were transferred 
to the Jerome Combs 
Detention Center in 
Kankakee after serving 
time at an IDOC facility 
for their felony con-
victions. This occurred 
via a notification from 
IDOC at the re- quest of 
U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement 
(ICE). Starting in Janu-
ary 2020, IDOC stopped 
notifying federal au-
thorities and instead 
allowed these individ-
uals to be released im-
mediately from the cor-
rectional facility into 
Illinois communities 
where they had been 
serving their sentence.

“The public needs 
to know that this pol-
icy  sh i f t  resu l t s  in 
convicted felons being 
released back into our 
coun- ties and neigh-
borhoods without no-
tice—despite federal 
authorities asking that 
they be transferred to 
another facility in the 
judicial system,” said 
Sheriff Mike Downey 
of Kankakee County.

More troubling to 
the sheriffs and law 
enforcement  is  that 
there is no notice or 
warning given to local 
or federal authorities 
when the individuals 
are released.

“The State of Illinois 
is helping convicted 
felons get a head start 
on  evad ing  f ede ra l 
authorities who sim-
ply want to do their 
job,” said Christ ian 
County Sheriff Bruce 
Kettelkamp. “The lack 
of coordination is rais-

ing the stakes that a 
dangerous or violent 
a l tercat ion wi l l  oc-
cur in our communi-
ties between a recent-
ly-released felon, who 
knows that immigration 
authorities are looking 
for them, and any law 
enforcement officer. 
This policy undermines 
the rule of law, endan-
gers our local commu-
nities and puts the lives 
of our first responders 
at risk.”

A review of the trans-
fers completed in 2019 
by the Kankakee Coun-
ty Sheriff Office found 
that  the individuals 
requested by ICE and 
transferred to the cor-
rectional facility had 
been convicted of com-
mitting the following 
crimes in Illinois:

36 individuals were 
found guilty of sexual 
offenses against mi-
nors, including crimes 
against individuals as 
young as 5 years old;

11 individuals were 
found guilty of murder, 
attempted murder or in-
tent to kill or injure; 19 
individuals were found 
gu i l ty  o f  p reda tory 
criminal sexual assault;

33 individuals were 
found guilty of a crim-
inal offense involving a 
weapon;

50 individuals were 
found guilty of drug 
offenses involving a 
substance other than 
cannabis; and

55 individuals were 
found guilty of felo-
ny-level traffic offenses 
including aggravated 
DUI, having a

fourth DUI or a DUI 
resulting in death.

The Illinois Sheriffs’ 
Association urges Gov. 
Pritzker to reconsider 
the policy and enable 
IDOC to coordinate 
with its partner in law 
enforcement and crim-
inal justice.
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Any arrests listed 
in this paper are 
merely charges and 
the defendants are 
presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty 
in a court of law.
Please note that 
all police reports 
received from the 
Rochelle Police, 

the Ogle County 
Sherif f ’s Department 
and the Illinois 
State Police, will 
be printed without 
exception.
Requests to 
omit particular 
reports will not 
be considered or 
honored at any time.

Report policy

RESIDENTIAL - AGRICULTURAL - COMMERCIAL
“Local People Providing Regional Exposure”

• Sherry Murphy
• Jeff Reif

• Tim Hayden

• Spencer Hayden
• Ron Frakes
• Amy Hayden

• Vicki Pemberton
• Stephanie Williams

• Tracy Johnson 

815-562-2111 • 800-216-0005
221 E IL Route 38 • Rochelle, IL
email: hre@haydenreinc.com

www.haydenreinc.com

01
15

20
20

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

On Feb. 22 at 5:09 
p.m., Rochelle police 
arrested Oscar R. Guer-
rero, 20, of Rochelle, 
for a DeKalb County 
warrant. He posted $225 
bond. His court date is set 
for March 27. 

On Feb. 21 at 12:54 
a.m., Rochelle police 
arrested Chance P.M. 
Larsen, 18, of Rochelle, 
for obstructing a peace 
officer. He posted I-bond. 
His court date is set for 
March 27.

On Feb. 21 at 4:57 
p.m., Rochelle police ar-
rested Mathew J. Frank, 
22, of Rochelle, for 
driving while license 
suspended, unlawful 
use of a credit card and 
theft. He was transported 
to jail.

On Feb. 22 at 8:03 
a.m., Rochelle Police 
cited Jacob Aldrich, 26, 
of Rochelle, for no insur-
ance. He issued a promise 
to comply. His court date 
is set for March 27. 

On Feb. 22 at 10:29 
a.m., Rochelle police 
cited Angel G. Guerre-
ro, 22, of Rochelle, for 
operating a vehicle with 
expired registration and 
no insurance. He issued 
a promise to comply. 
His court date is set for 
March 27. 

On Feb. 22 at 2:55 
p.m., Rochelle police 
cited Vanessa Gonzalez, 
44, of Rockford, for 
speeding 63 m.p.h. in 
a 40 m.p.h. zone. She 
issued a promise to com-
ply. Her court date is set 
for March 27. 

On Feb. 22 at 2:26 
p.m., Rochelle police 
cited Leigah Crum, 18, 
of  Rochelle ,  for  no 

insurance. She issued 
a promise to comply. 
Her court date is set for 
March 27. 

On Feb. 22 at 12:09 
p.m., Rochelle police 
arrested Paul A. Garner, 
33, of Rochelle, for do-
mestic battery. He was 
transported to jail. 

On Feb. 22 at 9:36 
p.m., Rochelle police 
cited Yunior W. Agu-
ilera, 42, of Rochelle, 
for speeding. He issued 
a promise to comply. 
His court date is set for 
March 27. 

On Feb. 23 at 3:01 
p.m., Rochelle police 
cited Mathew Davenport, 
21, of Iowa City, for pos-
session of cannabis and 
speeding 86 m.p.h. in a 
70 m.p.h. zone. He issued 
a promise to comply. 
His court date is set for 
March 25. 

On Feb. 23 at 5:11 
p.m., Rochelle police ar-
rested Alexandro L. Her-
nandez, 33, of Rochelle, 
for domestic battery. He 
was transported to jail. 

On Feb. 24 at 1:41 
a.m., Rochelle police 
arrested Michelle E. 
Headley, 40, of Rochelle, 
for domestic battery. She 
was transported to jail.

On Feb. 24 at 10:45 
a.m., Rochelle police 
arrested Peter N. Hansen, 
33, of Rochelle, being 
gross overweight. He 
posted I-bond. His court 
date is set for March 27.

On Feb. 25 at 12:54 
a.m., Rochelle police ar-
rested George A. Ogun-
dipe, 40, of Rochelle, 
on a DeKalb County 
warrant. He posted $375 
bond. His court date is 
set for March 12.

On Feb. 21.  at approximately 
8:49 p.m., deputies initiated a 
traffic stop in the 2000 block 
of South Ridge Road. After fur-
ther investigation Tyler 
Bunting, 29, of Leaf 
River, was arrested for 
improper cannabis con-
tainer-driver. Bunting 
was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail and 
held in lieu of bond.

On Feb. 21. at approximately 
10:32 a.m., Ogle County Sheriff’s 
deputies performed a traffic stop 
in the 8500 block of East Valley 
View Drive. After investigation 
deputies placed Brandon Barber, 
36, of Stillman Valley, under arrest 
for driving while license suspend-
ed. Barber was also issued citations 
for operating an uninsured vehicle 
and a citation for operating a motor 
vehicle when the registration is 
suspended.  Barber was transport-
ed to the Ogle County Jail where 
he was held in lieu of bond. 

On Feb. 21. at approximately 
3:59 p.m., Ogle County Sheriff’s 
deputies performed a traffic stop 
at the intersection of Kishwaukee 
Road and Condon Road just 
into Winnebago County. After 
investigation deputies placed 
Gene Wheller, 25, of Rockford, 

under arrest for driving while 
license suspended.  Wheller was 
additionally issued citations for 
speeding and operating an unin-

sured vehicle.  Wheller 
was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail where 
he was held in lieu of 
bond. 

Feb. 22
On Feb. 22. at ap-

proximately 12:25 a.m., deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in the 
400 block of North Sixth Street 
in Oregon. After a brief investi-
gation deputies arrested Richard 
Davis, 47, of Oregon, for driving 
while license revoked. Davis was 
also issued citations for operating 
and uninsured motor vehicle and 
improper lane usage. Davis was 
transported to the Ogle County 
Jail and held in lieu of bond.

On Feb. 22. at approximate-
ly  1:39 a .m. ,  Ogle County 
Sheriff ’s deputies responded 
to a residence in Chana for 
the report of shots being fired 
from a firearm. Pursuant to the 
investigation, Elias Frankfother, 
24, of Chana, was charged with 
reckless discharge of a firearm, 
violation of the Concealed Car-
ry Firearms Act and disorderly 

conduct. Chet Harrolle, 38, of 
Leaf River, was charged with 
aggravated assault, resisting ar-
rest and disorderly conduct. Both 
Frankfother and Harrolle were 
confined at the Ogle County 
Jail awaiting a court appear-
ance. Sheriff ’s deputies were 
assisted by the Illinois State 
Police and the Oregon Police 
Department.

Feb. 23
On Feb. 23. at approximately 

1:21 p.m., Ogle County Sheriff’s 
deputies conducted a traffic 
stop in the 6000 block of North 
Illinois Route 251. After an 
investigation, deputies arrested 
Alejandro Sorto, 33, of Rockford, 
for no valid driver’s license and 
no valid registration. Sorto was 
transported to the Ogle County 
Jail where he is being held in 
lieu of bond. 

Feb. 24
On Feb. 24. Jacob H. Magana, 

29, of Sterling, was arrested by 
Ogle County Sheriff’s office for 
failure to appear. Magana has a 
bond of $369. Magana will ap-
pear in court at 9 a.m. Magana 
did not post bond and remains in 
Ogle County jail.

Man arrested on 
DeKalb warrant Man arrested for imroper 

cannabis container

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Feb. 26
Natalie Powell

Feb. 27
Beth Bolhous

March 8
Donna Sassaman

Call 815-561-2151 to 
submit names for 

birthdays and anniversaries
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LOCAL VIEWS
Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

Question: 
A proposed tax on plastic bags was introduced last year - House Bill 3335 - would 
place a 10-cent fee on each bag except in cities with more than 1 million people. 

Three cents would go back to retailers while the rest would be distributed to various 
environmental funds. Restaurants, food banks, food assistance programs and 

mobile food delivery are exempted from the bag tax. 
What are your thoughts on the tax?

“I think that it sounds like a 
pretty good idea and it will be 
good for the environment.”

Cynthia Donahue

“I have no problem with 
that tax, but I don’t like 
the exemption for cities of 
one million or more. Just 
because you live in a big city 
doesn’t mean you shouldn’t 
have to pay. Everyone should 
have the same rules.”

John Loggins

“I honestly don’t know what 
to think about it. It sounds 
like it could be a good idea 
but is out of the realm of 
what I normally thing about. 
So, I don’t know if it will be 
good or bad.”

Kyle Myers

VOICE ON THE STREET

Scott Reeder

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Don Burke  dburke@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                     dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Shirley Reif  sreif@crestfoods.com
Jean Tess  dtess503@comcast.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                             jrvtlv02@msn.com       
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Robert Walsh  bob.walsh@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Brent Tracy  brent.tracy@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board
Mic Brooks mbrooks@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodi Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Jamey Sulser  jsulser@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
Kim Whalen  kwhalen@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Deanne Haub  hobnob67@comcast.net
Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mike Misch  mmfam@live.com
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pitman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Don Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
*Jason Fore  jfore@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

A fellow sat 
down next to 
me Saturday 

on a flight from San 
Antonio to Chicago 
and let out a sigh.

I asked 
if he was 
heading 
home and 
he just 
shook his 
head and 
explained 
he is 
in the 
process 
of moving from Chi-
cago to Texas. The 
50-something fellow 
said he was return-
ing to Illinois to get 
his convertible and to 
drive it south.

I asked him why he 
was moving and he 
told me: “the taxes and 
the politics.”

It sounds familiar.
In the two decades 

that I’ve been writ-
ing this column, I’ve 
received hundreds of 
letters and emails from 
folks leaving the Land 
of Lincoln. The rea-
sons they cite revolve 
around employment 
opportunities, tax 
burden and the state’s 
political future.

According to Inter-
nal Revenue Service  
data, Illinois has ex-
perienced a net loss of 
160,000 people since 
2010. That’s more 
than the population of 
Springfield, Peoria, 
Rockford or the Illinois 
Quad-Cities.

Illinois and West 
Virginia were the only 
states that lost popula-
tion during that time.

While middle class 
people make up the 
bulk of those leaving 
the state, the group 
that had the highest 
proportion leave are 
those earning more 
than $200,000 per year. 
Proportionately, the 
second largest group 
leaving are those earn-
ing between $100,000 
and $200,000.

That’s bad news. 
Why? Well, have you 
ever worked for some-
one poorer than your-

self? Few of us have.  
An inevitable conse-

quence of losing these 
high earners is that 
they will invest else-
where. Which means 
fewer jobs for Illinois. 
And that, of course, 
means more people 
leaving the state.

A second conse-
quence is the tax base 
shrinks. This means 
with fewer people pay-
ing taxes, those who 
remain have to pay 
more to support the 
government that we 
have. Of course, higher 
taxes mean more 
people leaving Illinois.

It’s a vicious cycle 
that shows little reason 
to abate.

In 2016, the Paul Si-
mon Institute at South-
ern Illinois University 
conducted a statewide 
poll and found that 47 
percent of respondents 
would like to leave 
Illinois and 51 percent 
would prefer to remain 
in the state. Just under 
2 percent said they 
didn’t know.

Taxes are the single 
biggest reason people 
want to leave, the 
weather is next, fol-
lowed by government 
and jobs. Specifically, 
27 percent cite taxes as 
the motive for depart-
ing, 16 percent say 
weather, 15 percent 
cite government and 13 
percent name jobs and 
education.

Illinois has the sec-
ond highest property 
tax in the nation, just 
behind New Jersey.

For years, politi-
cians have denied that 
Illinois has a problem 
with population loss. 
Now, most acknowl-
edge the depth of the 
problem. But few 
propose solutions. It’s 
one of those problems 
that they would rather 
ignore than address.

That’s unfortunate. 
We deserve better.

Scott Reeder is a 
veteran statehouse 
journalist and free-
lance reporter; Scot-
tReeder1965@gmail.
com.

Leaving the 
Land of Lincoln
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

CALENDAR

FROM THE HEART  
DAILY CASH WINNERS

Checks to winners will be mailed out at the end of each 
month

Feb. 12 - Kevin and Kim Louis, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 13 - Sherry Simmons, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 14 - Sue Sevedge, Rochelle, $250

Feb. 15 - Benjamin Reineck, Maple Park, $25

Feb. 16 - Robert Bowers, Byron, $50

Feb. 17 - Doris Gruben, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 18 - Julie Snyder, San Francisco, Calif., $25

Feb. 19 - Ed Worley, Chana, $25

Feb. 20 - Barby Holt, Milwaukee, Wis., $25

Feb. 21 - Sheila Beck, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 22 - Madison Eckhardt, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 23 - Flight Deck Bar & Grill, Rochelle, $50

Feb. 24 - Erin Kacvincky, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 25 - Nancy Shull, Oregon, $25

Feb. 26 - Judith Brodersen, Stillman Valley, $25

Wed., Feb. 26
1:30 p.m. – Alcoholics 
Anonymous will meet at St. 
Patrick’s Learning Center, 
903 N. Caron Road. (every 
Wednesday)

Thu., Feb. 27 
4:30 to 7:30 p.m. — Dinner 
will be served at The Kitchen 
Table, 7034 E. Klondike Road. 
The menu is sausage and 
chicken gumbo, crawfish 
boil. The kids menu is 
peanut butter and jelly, corn 
dog with chips or chicken 
nuggets.  *Menu is subject 
to change. A $5 donation is 
suggested.

7 p.m. — The League of 
Women Voters will host 
a program, “Culture of 
Mexico,” by Javier Zepeda. 
Zepeda is a teacher at 
Rochelle Township High 
School. He will present 
a fascinating visual and 
narrative tour of Mexico.  
Topics  will include history, 
geography, climate, holidays, 
celebrations, music and 
foods. Join us at Rochelle 
City Hall for an inside view of 
our  southern  neighbor.

Sun., March 1 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. — Brunch 
will be served at The Kitchen 
Table, 7034 E. Klondike 
Road. The menu is breakfast 
burrito, oatmeal, sausage 
gravy and biscuits and beef 
burritos, rice and beans. 
*Menu is subject to change. 
A $5 donation is suggested.

Mon., March 2
5 to 6 p.m.— Rochelle 
Christian Community free 
Monday supper for all in 
need. The supper is served at 
St. Patrick Parish Center, 244 
Kelley Drive.

6:30 p.m. – Group Hope 
meets in the RCH Health & 
Wellness Center Conference 
Room. Provides support 
with depression and bipolar 
disorder. Affiliated with the 
Rock River Mental Health 
Association. (every Monday)

Wed., March 4
1:30 p.m. – Alcoholics 
Anonymous will meet at St. 
Patrick’s Learning Center, 
903 N. Caron Road. (every 
Wednesday)

Fri., March 6
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. — The 
Thiravong Family Egg Roll 

Fundraiser will benefit St. 
Paul Lutheran Church and 
school. It will be held at the 
First Presbyterian Church in 
Rochelle. Online orders will 
be taken at https://tinyurl.
com/stpeggrolls. A meal 
including one egg roll, one 
crab Rangoon, one grilled 
pork loin, fried rice and a 
cookie is $10. Egg rolls are 
also available by the dozen 

for $15 or crab Rangoon’s 
for $10 a dozen. All orders 
must be placed online prior 
to the day of the event. 
Orders will be taken up 
until 5 p.m., on Thursday, 
March 5.

Sat., March 7
7 a.m. to noon — The 
annual David Crawford 
Foundation Pancake Day 
will be held at Rochelle 
Middle School. Tickets 
are $6 each. Children 
ages 5 and under are free. 
Proceeds will be used 
for learning materials for 
classrooms in Rochelle 
Elementary District 231.

4:30 to 7:30 p.m. — 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
in Paynes Point will host its 
annual pancake and sausage 
supper. Cost is $7 for adults, 
$3 for children ages 5-11 
and free for children 4 and 
younger. The church is 
located at 764 Stillman Road, 
Oregon, and is handicap 
accessible. Proceeds 
will benefit several local 
charitable organizations.

Meetings

Thu., Feb. 27 
7 p.m. — The Rochelle 
Wildlife Conservation 
Club board will hold its 
monthly board meeting. 
The meeting will take place 
in the Dugdale Lodge at 
the club. Club members are 
welcome to attend.

Tue., March 3
6:30 p.m. — The Ogle 
County Democrats will meet 
at the VFW Post 8739, 1310 
W. Washington St., Oregon. 
We will discuss our support 
for all our candidates, 
especially our local 
candidates. Come in early to 
order a delicious burger and 
get a drink at the bar.

(Submit items for the 
Community Calendar to 
jsimmons@rochellenews-
leader.com)

DIXON — The Phidian Art Club of Dixon has 
announced a call for artists to register for their 
annual Phidian Art Show. 

The 73rd Phidian Art Show opens on Tuesday, 
March 31, at the Loveland Community House’s 
lower gallery, located at 513 W. 2nd St., in Dixon. 
Local artists will vie for over $3,500 in cash awards.

“The Phidian Art Show is eagerly anticipated by 
both artists and patrons,” remarks Gloria Nusbaum, 
this year’s committee chair. “Artists can pick up an 
entry form at The Next Picture Show art gallery or 
fill their form out during the registration periods 
at the Loveland.”

Artists must live within 35 miles of Dixon and 
be 17 years of age or older. Only two-dimensional 
paintings or drawings, in any medium, will be 
accepted. Artwork must be original, not produced 
under the direction of an instructor, no more than 
five years old, and never have been entered in a 
previous Phidian Show. Photography, crafts, sculp-
tures, computer-generated art, or three-dimensional 
work is not eligible for this show. All work must 
be ready for hanging by wire, no larger than 48” 
in width, or exceeding 25 pounds.

Artwork will be received in the lower gallery 
of the Loveland Community House Thursday and 
Friday,  March 26 and 27, from 2 to 6 p.m., and 
Saturday, March 28, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Artwork 
will remain on display in the Loveland Building 
through April 30. 

The entry fee is $15 for one artwork and $25 for 
two artworks. There is a two-artwork limit.

For more information, guidelines and entry forms, 
please contact Gloria Nusbaum at 815-631-3560, 
or e-mail her at gloria.nusbaum@gmail.com.

Artists invited to 
register for show
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STATE NEWS

BY PETER HANCOCK
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

 
SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois Department of 

Revenue reported Monday that the first month of le-
galized adult-use cannabis sales in the state generated 
$7.3 million in cannabis tax revenue for the state, plus 
another $3.1 million in retail sales taxes that are shared 
between the state and local governments.

“Today marks another milestone in the successful 
launch of Illinois’ legal cannabis industry,” Toi Hutchin-
son, a senior advisor on cannabis policy to Gov. JB 
Pritzker, said in a statement.

Last year, at Pritzker’s urging, lawmakers passed 
a bill legalizing the production and sale of adult-use 
recreational marijuana. The law took effect Jan. 1.

Under that law, marijuana cultivators pay a 7-per-
cent privilege tax on their sales to dispensaries. Retail 
sales, in turn, are subject to retail sales taxes as well 
as a special cannabis tax that ranges from 10 to 25 
percent, depending on the type of product being sold 
and its THC content.

Those taxes are in addition to the retail sales taxes 
levied by the state and the local governments where 
the sales occur, but they do not apply to products that 
are taxed under the state’s medical marijuana program.

Pritzker’s budget office had estimated that marijuana 
sales would generate $28 million in the final half of the 
current fiscal year, which ends June 30. The Department 

of Revenue said Monday’s report showed the state is 
on pace to surpass that estimate.

The state’s share of the revenue is divided among 
several funds:

35 percent goes to the state general fund.
25 percent goes into a special fund for community 

development projects in areas with high arrest and 
poverty rates that were disproportionately affected by 
the “war on drugs.”

20 percent goes to the Department of Human Ser-
vices for substance abuse and prevention programs 
and mental health.

10 percent is put into the Budget Stabilization Fund 
to pay down the state’s backlog of unpaid bills.

8 percent goes to local governments to support crime 
prevention, training and interdiction efforts.

And 2 percent is used to fund public education 
campaigns and to support data collection and analysis 
of the public health impacts of legalizing recreational 
marijuana.

“Our goal has been to build the nation’s most socially 
equitable program that includes new opportunities for 
the communities most harmed by the failed war on 
drugs,” Hutchinson said in her statement.

“Revenue raised in this first month will soon begin 
flowing back into those communities to begin repairing 
the damage done by the failed policies of the past and 
creating new opportunities for those who have been 
left behind for far too long.”

Customers wait in line Jan. 2 outside of HCI Alternatives in Springfield to purchase marijuana for recreational 
use. The Illinois Department of Revenue reported Monday that the first month of legalized adult-use canna-
bis sales in the state generated $7.3 million in cannabis tax revenue for the state, plus another $3.1 million 
in retail sales taxes that are shared between the state and local governments. (Capitol News Illinois photo by 
Jerry Nowicki)

First month’s legal marijuana sales 
generate $7.3 million in tax revenue

An additional $3.1 million comes from retail 
sales taxes on adult-use cannabis

IN his second Budget 
Address to lawmak-
ers, Gov. J.B. Pritz-

ker unveiled a proposal 
that seeks $1.6 billion in 
new spending and makes 
some funding for priori-
ties like education, health 
care and public safety 
contingent 
on the 
approval 
of his in-
come tax 
increase.

Let 
me repeat 
that. 
Pritzker’s 
message 
is that his tax increase 
must be approved in order 
to fund $1.4 billion for pri-
orities like schools, health 
care and public safety. He 
is basically holding these 
programs hostage. For ex-
ample, Illinois’ revamped 
school funding formula 
from 2017 requires the 
state to statutorily increase 
school funding by $350 
million each year. Under 
Pritzker’s proposal, only 
$200 million is guaran-
teed, leaving $150 million 
of school funding in 
jeopardy.

The Governor actually 
has all kinds of ideas that 
dramatically increase 
overall spending and 
require his tax increase to 
implement. Many of the 
new programs have merit, 
but he ignores a simple 
fact. We can’t afford 
them.

His plan also doesn’t 
outline any of the cuts 
he asked his agencies to 
provide. 

So instead of adjusting 
his spending to meet the 
state’s expected revenues, 
he is making up a lavish 
wish list and then telling 
us he needs his new in-
come tax increase to pay 
for it. This is not the way 
most people plan their 
household budgets. New 
taxes plus more spending 
without common-sense 
reforms or cuts to waste-
ful government programs 
are not the best ways to 
prioritize working fami-

lies. 
Pritzker’s speech is the 

first step in negotiating a 
spending plan for the next 
fiscal year. Now, we need 
to get into the details and 
begin to ask the tough 
questions. And we want 
a seat at the table. We are 
tired of being browbeat-
en by Democrat leaders 
who are only looking out 
for the best interests of 
some of their residents, 
no matter what the cost to 
the rest of the state.

As the legislative 
budget process gets 
under way, I stand ready 
to work with my fellow 
lawmakers to make the 
tough decisions necessary 
to finally pass an actual 
balanced budget with 
structural reforms that 
will boost the economy 
and create more jobs. 

Most of what we heard 
from the Governor on 
Wednesday was not un-
expected. He put the best 
face possible on Illinois’ 
fiscal situation; unfortu-
nately, his glowing as-
sessment does not square 
with the facts, and his 
spending plan relies on a 
huge income tax increase 
to implement. 

He also painted a rosy 
picture in his first “State 
of the State” address Jan. 
29. But are the citizens 
of Illinois buying it? We 
have been promised ac-
tion and results for years, 
only to get more of the 
same old tax-and-spend 
policies. More recent-
ly, we were promised 
bipartisan discussions, but 
mostly we’ve received 
more empty promises and 
delay. 

It can’t be “my way or 
the highway.” Compro-
mise is needed.  Law-
makers on both sides of 
the aisle and in both the 
Senate and the House 
of Representatives must 
work together to create 
opportunities for working 
families.

We need less partisan 
rhetoric and more action. 
We can do it, and we bet-
ter get busy.

Pritzker says another tax 
increase and more spending

Sen. Brian 
Stewart

HUB CITY SENIOR CENTER
Come Join The Fun

Transportation Hours: 7am-3pm - Call us to schedule Rides

401 Cherry Avenue • Rochelle • 815-562-5050 • www.hubcityseniorcenter.com
WEDNESDAY, MAR. 4, 11 & 18 THURSDAY, MARCH 12 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18

THURSDAY, MARCH 26 FRIDAY, MARCH 27 TUESDAY, MARCH 31

02
26

20
20

10 am 
Mayor John Bearrows here to 
share city updates & listen to 

questions & concerns

A Beautiful Day In 
The Neighborhood 

Popcorn & special treat!

Movie Day 
12:15 pm

Rules of the 
Road Review 

Course
9:30-11:30 a.m.

March 
 Birthday Party

10 a.m.
Corned Beef & Cabbage

Irish Dinner!

9:30-1pm
Linda, Caseworker from Rock 
River Center, here to help you 

w/government papers.

8:30-9:15 a.m.
Eyeglasses Cleaned

MARK YOUR MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR!CALENDAR!

NORTHERN ILLINOIS CARRY
CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

CALL TO REGISTER & FOR COURSE INFORMATION
(815) 501-9421 | NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY.COM

NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY@GMAIL.COM

02262020

March 7................Concealed Carry Permit Renewal (8a-11p)
Mar 21 & 22 ...........Concealed Carry/Home Defense (8a-4p)
                          (both days)

This class will qualify student to apply for Concealed Carry permit)

March 28..............Concealed Carry Permit Renewal (8a-11p)

Denny Leifheit
Owner/Operator

See website for detailed description of all classes

Private Concealed Carry Home Defense classes can be arranged but a minimum of 5 students are  
required. We are offering “Countering The Mass Shooter Threat” classes which are designed for 
every House of Worship, School, Business and Family. Please contact us for further information 

and/or scheduling dates. These classes can be taught at any location.
Please call or email for further information.

ROCK RIVER VALLEY DIVISION
NATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION PRESENTS

MARCH 28, 2020 10AM-5PM
MARCH 29, 2020 10AM-4PM
BELVIDERE NORTH HIGH SCHOOL

9393 BELOIT RD., BELVIDERE, IL
Many operating layouts and displays

02262020

Vendors selling new & used model train items & railroad memorabilia

MODEL TRAIN
SHOW & SALE

29TH
ANNUAL

ROCKFORD
AREA

FREE
Parking

$5 ADMISSION
Children 12 & under, Scouts in uniform and those with active military ID-FREE

MANY OPERATING MODEL RAILROADS AND DISPLAYS - NEW 
AND USED MODEL TRAINS - RAILROAD MEMORABILIA - DOOR 

PRIZES INCLUDING AN HO TRAINSET EVERY HOUR
FOOD AVAILABLE - KIDS PLAY AREA

Info at rrvd-nmra.or or Facebook=Rock River Valley Division NMRA
Vendors call Don Brindle (815) 329-6112

HOURS: Open Daily

Sun-Th 11:30-9:30pm
Fri-Sat 11:30-10pm

2290 Oakland Drive, Sycamore
815-758-8222

www.olliessycamore.com

Stop by for a tasty family outing!

Flavors: Vanilla or Chocolate
or our Flavor of the Day

• Milk Shakes

• Malts

• Sodas

• Arctic Blast

• Black Cow

• Slushies

• Specialty Sundaes

Ollie’s
Frozen Custard

Call to order specialty pies for birthdays,
anniversaries or any other occasion! (24 Hour Notice)

HOURS: Open Daily
Sun.-Thurs. 11:30-9:00pm

Fri.-Sat. 11:30-10pm

02262020

We’re

Open 

For The 

Season!

Things to do inThings to do in

March!March!



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 1 • PAGE 9WEDNESDAY, FEB. 26, 2020

PRIME TIMES

• Secure Entry System
• Community room with kitchen
• Activities
• On-site coin operated laundry
• On-site management office
• Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
• On-site parking for residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404
Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Rent based
on 30% of a 

Resident’s Adjusted 
Gross Income

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

0101201701132019

Lincoln ManorAPARTMENT AVAILABLE

WARMER 
tempera-
tures are 

on their way. I know 
that you join me in 
looking forward to 
budding 
trees and 
flowers, 
the smell 
of fresh 
cut grass, 
and all 
the new-
ness that 
spring 
brings to 
us each year. We’ll 
soon start seeing 
robins and all the 
other birds that will 
make their way back 
to northern Illinois. It 
makes me happy just 
thinking about it.

As I’m sure you 
are all aware, we 
should all receive our 
Census cards in the 
mail this month. The 
Census counts every 
single person living 
in the United States 
regardless of age or 
citizenship status and 
determines the amount 
of funding for many 
programs that direct-
ly affect all of us, 
including Medicare, 
Medicade, Section 8 
housing, funding for 
our police and fire 
departments, and the 
list goes on and on. 
Census day is actually 
April 1, 2020; how-
ever, you can respond 
earlier than that. The 
instructions will be 
on the card. You can 
respond online, by 
phone or by mail. Just 
choose the option that 
is most comfortable 
for you. We are avail-
able to help you at the 
Hub City Senior Cen-
ter. Call or stop in.

Daylight Savings 
Time will start on 
Sunday, March 8. 
Remember to set your 
clocks ahead one hour 
before going to bed on 
Saturday night, March 
7.

A representative 
from the Illinois 
Secretary of State 
will be at the senior 

Senior Moments
center on Thursday, 
March 12 from 9:30 
– 11:30 a.m. to con-
duct a Rules of the 
Road Review Course. 
This course will help 
prepare you and give 
you the confidence 
you need to take your 
next driver’s exam. 
We’ll serve treats.

Our March Birth-
day Party will be held 
on Wednesday, March 
18 starting at 10 a.m. 
with live music com-
pliments of Roger 
Hintzsche. We will 
feast on a traditional 
Irish meal of corned 
beef and cabbage 
with red potatoes, 
carrots, dinner rolls, 
Watergate salad, and 
birthday cupcakes, ca-
tered by Iron Skillet. 
We are asking for a 
donation of $5 to help 
cover the costs. Those 
celebrating their 
birthday in March 
include: Doris Bak-
er, Dorothy Banicki, 
Jacqueline Bennett, 
Robert Bjorneby, Ar-
nold Boudreau, Hanna 
Bowerman, Diane 
Cecil, Karen Collier, 
Jodi Draege, Nancy 
Esgar, Darrell Fischer, 
Linda Furland, Barba-
ra Green, Verna Horn, 
Norm Jenkins, Debra 
Kalaitzakis, Can-
dy Karper, Frances 
Karper, Darlene King, 

Doris Kucenski, Ron 
Macklin, Sylvia Mad-
sen, Jim Mecklenburg, 
Ruthann Mikarovs-
ki, Janet Mitchell, 
Charles McDermott, 
Marilyn Murphy, Lela 
Pemberton, Fernand 
Plourde, Darrell Phil-
lips, Dwayne Query, 
Russell Rasmussen, 
Audrey Reese, Wan-
da Reid, Darrell 
Richardson, Beverly 
Roethlisberger, Daisy 
Russell, Jan Shaffer, 
Tom Strawbridge, 
Gary Tarvestad, Gisa 
Vinnedge, Geral-
dine Wheeler, Oliva 
White, George Wil-
cox, Gerald Wistrand, 
Bill Woksa and Bill 
Zimmerman. Please 
the senior center at 
815-562-5050 to make 
your reservation as 
seating is limited.

I’m so sorry, but 
due to scheduling 
issues, we will not 
be serving biscuits 
and gravy in March. 
We plan to resume in 
April.

Mayor John Bear-
rows will join us on 
Thursday, March 26 at 
10 a.m. Mayor Bear-
rows will give us an 
update of happenings 
in the city as well as 
listen to your ques-
tions and concerns. 
I hope you will plan 
now to join us.

Connie 
Dougherty

ROCHELLE — Movie Day at the 
Hub City Senior Center will be Friday, 
March 27 at 12:15 p.m. 

This month’s feature will be “A Beau-
tiful Day in the Neighborhood,” starring 
Tom Hanks. This is a timely story of 
kindness triumphing over cynicism, 
based on the true story of a real-life 
friendship between Fred Rogers and 
journalist Tom Junod. 

After a jaded magazine writer 
(Emmy® winner Matthew Rhys, 2018 
Best Actor in a Drama Series, The 
Americans) is assigned a profile of Fred 
Rogers, he overcomes his skepticism, 
learning about kindness, love and for-
giveness from America’s most beloved 
neighbor. 

There will be popcorn, pop, candy 
and a special treat.

The February birthday party at the Hub City 
Senior Center was held Feb. 12. Those celebrating 
included Barb Brieltz, Virginia Brickner, Shirley 
Brown, Vivian Carlson, Barb Cargill, Gloria Covelli, 
Mike Dailey, Peggy Downey, Phyllis Dyer, Debra 
Ehren, Jane Elliott, Shirley Frahm, Chris Gren-
nan, Roland Hagemeyer. Barb Hintzsche, Evelyn 
Hintzsche, Carol Jacobson, John Kaminski, Sherry 
King, Juanita Manly, Doris Kay McIlvoy, Agnes 
Meister, Dan Miller, Lois Newman, Tom Plumb, 
Celesta Reed, Ramona Reineck, Charles Reints, 
Denise Richardson, Jack Roberts, Nancy Savage, 
Sally Sawicki, Marla Spratt, Arnold Stangeland, 
John Swanson, Wanda Ussery, Kathy Windland 
and Sally Young. Above, several pose with special 
treats. At left, volunteers dish up food in the 
kitchen.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

“A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood” 
feature for March movie day

Read and 
Recycle
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central-bank.com
815.562.5571
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28
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Make a promise to 
your child’s future!

Do you have a  
college savings 
plan? 
Make the smart choice and 
start setting aside funds for 
future college costs.

To open a college savings 
account, visit or call us today!

MARCH IN HUBLANDMARCH IN HUBLAND
Mar 1 Application window open (thru 

Apr 15) for Kishwaukee Foundation 
Scholarships  
www.kish.edu/scholarships 

Mar 5 Student Intervention time during FLEX
 Music Department Pops Concert, in the 

auditorium auditorium - Doors open at 
6:45. Concert begins at 7:30 
Tickets cost: Adults - $5, Students/
Seniors $3 
Post Concert Entertainment - RTHS Jazz 
Band

Mar 6 Dismiss RTHS at 11:30 am for School 
Improvement meetings - Assessment 
all Juniors -Junior level teaches will help 
proctor - 11:30-12:30 Career Expo, Job 
Fair Sr/Jr in the Gym  for Juniors/Seniors 
**Meet with professionals from 40+ 
businesses

 Student Council 1st annual Lip Sync 
Battle - Tickets :$5 Show begins at 6pm 
in the gym

Mar 9 M Regional Scholastic Bowl 
Mar 11  ACT Prep Class - English 6-8 pm
Mar 11-14 Early Voting for Flagg & Dement 

Precincts at Flagg Twp Offices on  
Lincoln Hwy 8:30 am to 4:30 pm

Mar 12 Census mailers will be sent to D212 area 
homes; Asst Supt. Doyle will talk about 
the importance of getting counted in 
Study Hall classrooms

Mar 13 F Student v Staff Volleyball & Basketball a 
part of this year’s 

  Meet the Hubs Event and admission is 
free

Mar 14  Lucky Hub 5K Dash 10 am
 Volunteers at Irish Hooley 11:30-3:30 

downtown
Mar 16 M 5:30 pm Board of Education 

National Honor Society Induction 
Ceremony 7 pm 
Reception follows in the Commons 

Mar 17  Presidential Primary Election Day in 
Illinois 

 St. Patrick’s Day
Mar 18 ACT Prep Class English 6-8 pm
Mar 20 Renaissance Study Hall Release
Mar 22 S Youth in Philanthropy grant deadline 

via RACF www.rochellefoundation.org
Mar 23-27 Spring Break No classes RTHS or KEC !!!
April 1 W It’s Census Day in the USA. Get counted 

& celebrate!
  Ice cream social at city hall an events in 

local parks
April 25 Junior-Senior Prom

RTHS bragging rights
HUBS at 2020 Regional Academic Challenge at Kishwaukee College 
• Jason McQuillian 1st place in Computer Science 
• Jason McQuillian 3rd place in Chemistry 
• Clare Green and Megan Thiravong tied for 2nd in Chemistry 

• Cara Forsberg 3rd place in English 
• Micah Koziol 3rd place in Physics

RTHS Regional Speech Champions!
RTHS Speech Team is once again the IHSA Regional Champion!!!  It happened February 8 at DeKalb High School and Individual speakers qualified to 
compete at the  Sectional Competition Feb. 15. The Hubs won 4th place and the right to compete at state. Congratulations to
Sectional Champion Cara Forsberg
(Radio Speaking) THIRD place at state!

Hub Wrestlers took 3rd place overall with 6 individual wrestlers qualifying for Sectionals: Caleb Nadig (1st); Keegan Davis, Ethan Tooley, and Ben 
Harvey (all 2nd place);  Grant Thompson & Gavin Asteth (3rd), and Zeke Horn, Ben Garza, & Zack Capes, (4th). Representing us at the state Individual 
Tourney: Gavin Ansteth and Ben Harvey.

From Sectionals Feb. 14, Ben Harvey and Gavin Ansteth emerged as qualifiers for the state tournament Feb. 21-22.

February 2020 it was announced that Ag Teacher Donna Page earned a Master’s Degree in Agriculture Education (University Illinois) and 
English teacher Alison Vrana earned a Master’s Degree in Educational Leadership from Aurora University. 

StuCo’s 1st annual 
Lip Sync Battle
Friday, March 6  
in the gym
For RTHS student/staff members. 
Contestants to date: Sawyer McGee, Ayah Sbeih, and 
Ariel Zurcher have organized student groups. 
On staff side, look forward to group performances 
organized by Mrs. Cartwright, Mrs. Vrana, Mrs. 
Busching, and Mr. Vruno.
6 pm Friday, March 6 in the RTHS gymnasium
Cost: $5 at the door
Supports: HOPE Shelter, Rochelle Rescue Mission, The 
Kitchen Table

We’ve earned them and want to 
use this space to remind you that:
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SPORTS PUSHING THROUGH PAIN 
 
Injuries and tough losses are motivating 
RTHS senior Seth Gould to give his best. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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RTHS Wrestling

Closing in Champaign
Harvey, Ansteth finish strong at IHSA State Championships

Senior Gavin Ansteth faces off against Waterloo’s Jordan Sommers during the opening round of the IHSA 2A State Championships at the 
State Farm Center in Champaign on Thursday.

(PHOTO BY STACI HARVEY)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

I N D I A N A P O L I S 
— The Rochelle Middle 
School wrestling program 
sent five competitors to 
the 2020 Indy Nationals 
on Sunday, with four kids 
earning top-5 performances 
in the tournament. 

Coach Brian Koonce be-
gan the weekend by bring-
ing all five kids (Eli Koonce, 
Erich Metzger, Quentin 
Berry, Kaiden Morris and 
Brock Metzger) to the 
Toss Em Up Wrestling 
Academy in Champaign on 
Friday and Saturday. The 
boys trained for two days, 
even sleeping on the mats 
overnight Friday, before 
taking in the IHSA State 
Championships at the State 
Farm Center.

The boys then competed 
in the 2020 Indy Nationals 
on Sunday, with Koonce 
(3-0) and Morris (3-0) 
taking first place in their 
respective brackets. Berry 
(3-1) finished second in 
his bracket, while Erich 
Metzger (3-2) placed fifth in 
his bracket. Eighth-grader 
Brock Metzger (0-2) battled 
in the High School Cadet/Jr 
120-pound bracket, falling 
short in two tough bouts.

RMS Wrestling

Middle-schoolers compete in 2020 Indy Nationals
Rochelle fivesome trains at two-day Toss Em Up Wrestling Academy

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Rochelle Middle School assistant wrestling coach Brian Koonce brought five grapplers to the Toss Em Up Wrestling Academy in Champaign 
this past weekend. The boys then journeyed to Indianapolis and competed in the 2020 Indy Nationals. Above from left to right are Brian 
Koonce, Elias Koonce, Erich Metzger, Quentin Berry, Kaiden Morris and Brock Metzger.

90 Days Same as Cash                                 Mon-Fri 9am-5:00 • Sat 9am-4pm • Sun Closed

429-433 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765

hubcityfurniture.com

06
20

20
17

HUB CITY FURNITURE

POWER LIFT CHAIRS
Starting at $699

Various color & styles!

Hospitality & Culinary
Feed your
passion for
cooking – start
your career
in Culinary Arts
at Kish!   

C A R E E R  &  T E C H N I C A L  E D U C A T I O N

Feed your passion at Kish. Visit www.kish.edu/culinary

• Small class sizes and fully-stocked
 kitchen workstations
• Create delicious dishes – baking
 and cooking – plus learn proper food
 handling, kitchen and equipment
 safety, knife skills and more
• Earn ServSafe Manager Certification 

BY RUSSELL HODGES 
SPORTS EDITOR

CHAMPAIGN — Ro-
chelle senior Gavin An-
steth took some time to 
soak in his surroundings 
before entering the wres-
tling ring for his opening 
bout during the IHSA 
State Championships at 
the State Farm Center this 
past weekend.

A first-time individual 
state qualifier, Ansteth 
faced Waterloo sectional 
champion Jordan Som-
mers in the first round of 
the 195-pound bracket on 
Thursday. Ansteth looked 
primed for the upset, tak-
ing a 6-4 lead into the third 
period before Sommers 
rallied with two consecu-
tive takedowns to win the 
match 8-6 in overtime. 

“I was really excited to 
go down there and it was 
an experience I’ll never 
forget,” Ansteth said. “It 
was really nerve-racking at 
first, but as soon as I started 
wrestling, everything came 
naturally to me and I was 
excited to be on the mat.” 

See HUBS page 3
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The businesses featured on this page are

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

1030 South 7th Street

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S
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01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

Cappel’s Complete Car Care
1161 S. 7th St., Rochelle, IL
www.cappelscompletecarecare.com

815-561-TIRE (8473)
M-F 8am--5pm • Sat 8am-Noon

BEST PRICE AROUND!
FULL 

SYNTHETIC 
OIL CHANGE

$4599
Up 
to 5 
Quarts

Exp. 6/30/20

Here is another great 
reason to come to Kish.
We love
heavy
metal!
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You will be a rock
star as you diagnose
and repair all types
of vehicles in the
Automotive & Diesel
Programs at Kish!

Find your reason – register today!
www.kish.edu/reasons

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes 

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We Can Do That
Postcards

Business Cards
Magazines
Brochures
Yard Signs

Flyers
Posters
Banners

Letterheads
Calendars
Catalogs
Folders

Envelopes
Stickers
Labels

CD/DVD Packing
  litho  digital print & copy  design  large format

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
P: 815.562.7057 • hubprint@hubprint.net

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

Highway 38 • Rochelle, IL

Highway 38 
Rochelle, IL

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

Kenny’s  
Place

Sunday 11am-11pm • Monday-Wednesday 10am-1am
Thursday-Saturday 10am-2am

411 Cherry Ave. • Rochelle, IL • 815-562-6568

#GoHubs#purplepride

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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• Custom 
Embroidery

• Direct to garment 
printing

•Custom Heat 
Transfer

• 1,000’s of 
products 
available

• Fast Turn Around
•No Minimum 

Order

Rochelle’s #1 Stop for all your Custom Logo Wear Needs.
Downtown Rochelle • 815-561-9500 • 926customembroidery@gmail.com

M-F 10-5, Sat. 9-12

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Adversity motivating 
Hub senior Gould

Rochelle senior Seth Gould has recovered from multiple injuries to help the Hubs 
play some of their best basketball in recent history. Gould and his teammates are 
motivated to win the school’s first IHSA Regional since 2009.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

THERE were moments before 
Seth Gould’s senior season where 
the Rochelle guard questioned 

whether or not he should continue playing 
basketball for the Hubs.

Gould’s junior season ended abruptly 
when he suffered a serious knee injury dur-
ing a home game against LaSalle-Peru. His 
frustrations grew after he chipped a bone 
in his foot over the summer, but a heart-
to-heart with head coach Tim Thompson 
helped restore his confidence.

“I lost all of my motivation for the game 
and I didn’t want to go back because I was 
scared that I was going to reinjure myself,” 
Gould said. “Coach Thompson told me that 
I can’t be scared of getting hurt, and that I 
have to go out there and play my best. That’s 
what I tell myself every time I step on the 
court. Coach Thompson, Mr. [Mark] Lovell 
and my dad have all been there for me, and 
they’ve really helped me get through my 
struggles.”

Injuries have unfortunately carried into 
Gould’s senior season, but the versatile 
guard has given Rochelle’s backcourt a 
significant boost since recovering from a 
broken thumb he sustained during the first 
game of the season against Belvidere. He 
helped lead a second-half road rally over 
Ottawa this past month, scoring 14 points 
off the bench, and his all-around skills are 
helping the Hubs close the regular season 
playing arguably their best basketball of 
the year.

“I definitely try and bring an inside game 
to our team,” Gould said. “We have a lot 
of good shooters and I want to be the guy 
who can drive the ball inside and pass the 

ball out to our shooters. My coaches expect 
me to guard one of the best players on the 
other team, and they definitely need me to 
rebound the ball.”

Rochelle (17-11) has won 12 of its last 
14 games, and the Hubs haven’t dropped a 
nonconference contest since Dec. 28, 2019. 
Gould, who’s one of only two players on 
the team in his third varsity season, said the 
team’s improved chemistry and ball move-
ment have been most significant in helping 
overcome a disappointing 2-7 start to the 
2019-20 campaign.

“We’ve been playing unselfish basket-
ball,” Gould said. “We had a lot more isola-
tion toward the beginning of the season, but 
we’ve had better ball movement and we’re 
playing as a team. I think this season has 
gone better than we anticipated it would. 
We knew we were going to have a limited 
number of seniors and we weren’t going 
to have many big men… I went through a 
rough stretch, but I think I’m getting my legs 
back and I think I’ve played pretty well.”

The Hubs will once again have a tough 
mountain to climb if they hope to win their 
first IHSA Regional Championship since 
2009. Gould has seen and experienced 
Rochelle’s regional struggles first-hand, 
watching from the sidelines as the Hubs 
fell just short against top seed Rock Falls 
last season. Gould was a sophomore when 
Dixon eliminated Rochelle on a buzzer-
beating layup, and as a freshman, Gould 
witnessed his older brother Caleb lead the 
Hubs to a 20-win season, only to drop a 
heartbreaker at home against Belvidere in 
the finals.

“We’re angry and we’ve been working 
hard every day,” Gould said. “We come into 
practice every day knowing that we haven’t 
won a regional in a long time.”
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SPORTS
HUBS: Wrestlers finish season at state championships

Junior Ben Harvey puts the finishing move on Triad’s Kaden Marmon during the opening round of the IHSA 2A State Championships on 
Thursday.

(PHOTO BY STACI HARVEY)

RTHS Girls Basketball

Lady Hubs take home 
awards at team banquet

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

The Rochelle Township High School girls basketball 
program hosted its season-ending team awards 
banquet on Monday. Six Lady Hub players received 
Interstate 8 Academic All-Conference honors 
including Afi Gati, Elise Hayenga, Bella Lodico, Sofia 
Lenkaitis, Gabrielle Harding and Alexis Sanford 
(above from left to right). Lilly Portzen took home 
the Coach’s Award, while Gati won the Defender 
of the Year Award and Lenkaitis received the Most 
Valuable Player Award. Sanford brought home the 
Most Improved Player Award (bottom from left to 
right).

From page 1

“Coach [Alphonso] 
Vruno told me to take 
some time, look around 
and get used to the at-
mosphere. I thought that 
helped me when I was 
wrestling.”

Ansteth (28-14) moved 
into the wrestlebacks Fri-
day afternoon, where he 
met with Tinley Park’s 
Ezekiel Childs and battled 
for all six minutes before 
dropping a close 4-0 
decision. While he was 
unable to walk away with 
a victory, Ansteth said the 
experience of enjoying the 
state meet with his family 
and friends will remain 
long after his final season.

“I was really happy 
with my first match,” 
Ansteth said. “It would’ve 
been better to come away 
with a win, but I was just 
happy to be down there. 
I’m going to miss being 
with my teammates and 
traveling with the team 
over long weekends. I’m 
going to miss the prac-
tices and the laughs we 
all shared… I enjoyed 
spending time with every-
body over the weekend, 
and I enjoyed laughing 
and making jokes with 
everybody.”

Ansteth was one of 
two Rochelle wrestlers 
representing the Hubs 
in the state meet. Junior 
Ben Harvey (40-6) started 
strong in the 182-pound 
bracket, winning by fall 
over Triad’s Kaden Mar-
mon before getting an 
unfortunate quarterfinal 
draw against Grayslake 
Central’s Adrien Cramer, 
the eventual state cham-

pion and No. 1 ranked 
Class 2A wrestler by the 
IWCOA. Cramer won the 
bout 7-0, but Harvey was 
the only wrestler Cramer 
didn’t pin before winning 
the title.

“It was a fun weekend,” 
Harvey said. “I thought 
my first two matches 
were up to my abilities. 
I thought I should have 
scored at least one point 

in my second match, but 
Cramer was really quick 
and he pinned everybody 
else he faced… I think I 
could have performed bet-
ter, and I thought I should 
have been on the podium, 
but I’m moving on to next 
season.”

Harvey’s tough luck 
continued in the wrestle-
backs, where the bracket 
paired him with Cahokia’s 

Arnold Edwards, the No. 
2 ranked wrestler in Class 
2A. Although Harvey 
struck first with the open-
ing takedown, Edwards 
scored a second-period 
near-fall and totaled the 
final five points of his 6-2 
victory. 

While Harvey fell short 
of his quest to medal for 
the second straight year, 
his first-round win over 

Marmon made him the 
first RTHS wrestler in the 
last 50 years to score at 
least 40 victories in two 
consecutive seasons. As 
he prepares for his senior 
season, he’ll be looking to 
not only get back on the 
podium, but walk away 
with Rochelle’s first state 
championship since 2003.

“I learned not to look 
over anything and to al-

ways be ready for what’s in 
front of you,” Harvey said. 
“I learned to be prepared 
for the worst situation and 
hopefully that will help me 
next year… I’m hoping to 
really turn it up a notch 
next year, and hopefully 
I’ll be able to win a state 
title. It’s going to take a 
lot, and I need to put in the 
extra hours and dedicate 
myself.”
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-Friday)
Phone:
815-562-4171
Fax:
815-562-2161
Email:
classifieds@rochellenews-leader.com
Address:
211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
Mail:
P.O. Box 46
Rochelle, IL 61068

DEADLINES:
Sunday News-Leader: Thursday, 2 p.m.
Tuesday Shopping News: Friday, 10 a.m.
Wednesday  News-Leader: Monday, 4 p.m.
(Deadlines subject to change during holiday times)

All classifi ed marketplace line ads will appear in the following 
7 print publications and on 5 high-traffi c newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • Ogle County Life • Rochelle Shopping 
News • Ashton Gazette • Amboy News • Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts at $32.99 for private party ads 
and $44.60 for commercial business ads and $19.99 for 
garage sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement appears incorrectly, notify us immediately. 
We will not be responsible for more than one incorrect insertion, 
and will only credit customer for one insertion.

203203
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

103103
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

PUBLIC AUCTION
We will offer at Public Auction the following described Personal Property. This 
Auction will be held at our indoor facility located at 10786 Fowler Rd., Rochelle IL, 
61068.  Watch for Bearrows Real Estate & Auction signs at Flagg Rd. & Rt. 251 
North edge of Rochelle IL. Visit our web site at www.bearrows.com for further 
information & pictures. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 7th, 2020
9:00 AM

Comfort station                                 Lunch
AUCTIONEERS NOTE: Visit our web site for full list www.bearrows.com or www.
auctionzip.com.

Bicycles, Office Furniture & Misc.
 Approximately 36 bikes; Razor skate bike; Wood, metal desks & hutches; 3 
section desk; Various chairs; Counter tops of various sizes; White wood cabinets; 
Metal file cabinets; Taller 2 door stand up metal cabinet; Wood shelving units; 
Wood tables W/ metal folding legs; Metal coat racks; Wood glass display case; 
Lanier LD 136 copier; HP Design jet printer; Microwave; Small drop leaf table; 
Wipe boards; 30-gallon garbage cans;  Metal desk top file dividers; Wipe, 
bulletin & cork boards; Peavey 4 channel power amp & mixing board; White 
board w/ cherry case; Janitorial mop bucket; Clear floor mat; Rug mat; Tabletop  
stand up desk convertor; Cash/wrap counter; Brochure racks;  Highway traffic 
marking air painting supplies; Med.& Lg. Aluminum cross bed pickup tool boxes; 
Ford bumpers; Ford 550 middle seat; Electronic fuel pump console; Torch kit; 
400 & 100 gal. poly tanks; Tomahawk snow bucket; 2004 Lg. transmission jack; 
2008 snowblade/soft cab for ex-mark 5’ plow; 6’x3’ cart n wheels; 5-stihl weed 
trimmers; Shop creepers; Sand blaster; Cherry picker; Stone CMGS concrete 
mixer; Mastercraft circular saws; Heavy duty handheld grinders; Sledgehammer; 
1 tire 255 70R16; 4” hand held grinders; ½” hand held drill;   

Vehicles & Related items
2008 White Dodge Charger VIN#2B3KA43H68H216376, mileage 117K; 2008 
White Dodge Charger VIN#2B3KA43HX8H216381, mileage 150K; 2014 White 
Dodge Charger VIN#2C3CDXAT8EH213997, mileage 108K; 2015 Silver Dodge 
Charger VIN#2C3CDXKT6FH748987 mileage 124K; 2005 Pontiac Grand Prix4 
door sedan, mileage 84,412; 2005 GMC Sierra ½ ton (no brakes); 1988 Ford 
E350 flatbed van (no brakes/trans line blown); 2001 Dodge Ram2500 4x4 w/ 
snow plow; Dultmier Anti-icing spray tank that fits the dodge; Monroe 8’ Wing 
plow;
 PERSONAL PROPERTY TERMS: Cash or Check w/ driver’s license I.D., VISA, 
Master Card, Discover or American Express.  10% Buyers Premium applies.  
Electronic clerking system used.  Announcements made the day of Auction take 
precedence over all prior advertising.  Not responsible for accidents or items 
after sold.

City of Rochelle & Ogle County
AUCTIONEERS:

JOHN BEARROWS, Rochelle, IL
(815) 739-9150

IL Lic. #440000243
JOSH HICKEY, Steward, IL

(815) 739-1030
IL Lic. #441001092Visit our website www.bearrows.com

(815) 562-5113 

Want To Teach Your Kids About 
Responsibility?

The Rochelle News-Leader has five
openings for newspaper carriers.

• Must be 10 years or over
• 3 deliveries per week
• Most routes take less 
than 45 minutes
• No collecting
• A great place to 
teach your child about 
responsibility - and the 
rewards ofearning  
their own spending money
• Adult carriers are 
welcome, too!

12082019

Contact Wanda at the 
Rochelle News-Leader 

office
211 E. Hwy. 38, 

561-2112

ROUTE 13-14
NORTH 6TH ST & 7TH ST. AND 

AVENUES IN BETWEEN
ROUTE 24-25

SOUTH MAIN, SOUTH 1ST, SOUTH 
2ND, SOUTH 3RD STREETS

ROUTE 16
CHERRY AVE., 200-700 BLOCK 

LINCOLN HWY., 100-700 BLOCK N. 
MAIN ST., WASHINGTON ST.

ROUTE 28
SOUTHVIEW DR., WILLIS AVE., LAKE 

LIDA LN.
ROUTE 37

MILL POND DR., BROOKSTONE DR., 
SUNSET LN., SHADY PASS, 

FLAGG CENTER

101101
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for money 
in advance.

105105
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 

all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113113
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119119
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127127
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201201
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifi cally licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203203
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

301301
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307307
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

315 315 
WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY

WANTED: Coin 
operated machines, 
slot machines, 
pinball, arcade, trade 
simulators, jukeboxes. 
Working or not working. 
815-397-6586.

405405
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

509509
HOUSES FOR RENTHOUSES FOR RENT

A T T R A C T I V E 
3-BEDROOM House 
With Garage. No Pets/
Smoking. Franklin 
Grove Area. 815-456-
2453. (03-01-20) 

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Annual Meeting 
of the Flagg Center 

Cemetery Board
Tuesday, March 10, 

2020 at 6PM
Flagg Township Build-

ing in Flagg Center
 We will be accept-
ing bids for this year’s 
mowing & mainte-
nance.  Please submit 
to Flagg Center Ceme-
tery Board, % Michelle 
Pease  11533 Flagg Rd  
Rochelle, Il 61068
No. 0223 (Feb. 26)

101101
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

105105
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

501501
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

ROCHELLE 
PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT
All size rental 

properties
Residential & 
Commercial

Rochelle, Ottawa and 
surrounding area.
Call 815-562-7368
www.rochelleproperty.com 02

17
20

19
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T-Byrd Lanes recognized 10 local High School League, Youth League and 
Bumper League bowlers with awards recently. Dylan Milton and Devansh Patel 
each earned High School Bowler of the Week (9) honors. Five players took home 
Youth League Bowler of the Week (15) certificates including Dalton Merriman, 
Christian Thorne, Cassidy Vincent, Faith Adams and Andrew Gerges. Three 
players including Axel Alsop, Connor Geske and Braxton Jordal won Bumper 
League Bowler of the Week (15) honors. The bowlers are pictured above, in 
order, from top left to  bottom right.

SPORTS

Commercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

O’RORKE
Construction Services, Inc.

Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial Building
a

aService from a local contractor with 25 years in business
aLicensed and insured services
aSuperior workmanship and materials
aEnhanced lifetime limited transferable roofing warranty

(covering materials & labor)
aNEW DELIVERY SERVICE: Rock & dirt upon request
a a a a

Like us

815.562.8254          104 Maple Court, Rochelle

Construction Services, Inc.

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product or Need to get the word out about a product or 

service you offer? Give us a call at 815-562-4171. service you offer? Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 
We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

T-Byrd Lanes

Local league players earn 
Bowler of the Week Awards

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
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0°
10°
20°

32°

ENJOY 
SOME

WITH THE NEWS-LEADER’S

START OR RENEW A 52-WEEK SUBSCRIPTION FOR JUST

SALE
OFF

COOL

WINTER
WONDERLAND

SAVINGS

32%

$7750

(Regular 
Subscription Rates)
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BY ANDREW HEISERMAN

STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – The Rochelle 

Veterinary Hospital will be hold-

ing an informational open house 

event to discuss the new state law 

requiring all cats that interact with 

humans to be vaccinated against 

rabies. Anyone looking to learn 

more about vaccines, rabies or the 

new state law is urged to attend the 

open house meeting. 

The meeting will be held at the 

Rochelle Veterinary Hospital on 

Thursday, Jan. 30, from 6 to 7 p.m. 

to discuss what rabies is and some 

of the risks it presents to animals 

and humans, why all rabies vaccines 

aren’t created equal and why the state 

has made this change to the law. 

There will also be dinner provided 

as well as speakers Dr. Warren and 

Tracey from Boehringer Ingelheim 

to answer any questions or concerns 

attendees might have. The event is 

free to attend, but the veterinary hos-

pital kindly asks that people RSVP 

by Jan. 28.  They can do so by phone 

at 815-562-5207 or through email at 

rochellevet@mail.com.

“We are excited to educate the 

community a little bit on the vaccines 

and give them a better understanding 

of why there is a change and why the 

state is requiring it now,” explained 

Dr. Marquardt, doctor at Rochelle 

Veterinary Hospital. 

According to the Illinois State Vet-

erinary Medical Association, there 

are about 250 to 300 cases each year, 

and each case is 100 percent fatal to 

the pet. The animals most likely to 

spread the disease are bats, skunks, 

raccoons, foxes and coyotes. While 

these are all outdoor animals, rabies 

can affect indoor cats, since 

many rabid bats are found in 

homes where cats are present. 

Even if someone is looking 

into getting their cat vaccinated, 

the Rochelle Veterinary Hospital 

wants people to be careful since 

there are two different kinds of 

vaccines out there, adjuvant 

and non-adjuvant vaccines. 

Adjuvant vaccines have 

the risk of cats devel-

oping vaccine-

i n d u c e d 

sarcomas, 

a type of 

cancer.  But 

with non-adjuvant 

vaccines, there is no risk 

associated with them. In order to 

provide the safest vaccines possible, 

the Rochelle Veterinary Hospital 

only uses non-adjuvant vaccines. 

SUNDAY

8 0
HIGH

Local 
contribution

A local bank made a con-

tribution to the Rochelle 

Area Community Founda-

tion. See page 2

WEATHER

LOW

LOCAL NEWS...  LOCAL VIEWS             
             

 SUNDAY, JANUARY 19, 2020    
               

             
      $1
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Boys bowling 

team hosts 

Senior Night 

                 
  SEE SPORTS

Hospital names 

High Performer 

of 2019 
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Today’s RNL issue

sponsored by 

Community 

Unity
member:

Vol. 100 • No. 75

531 S. Seventh St.

815-561-2727

• JAMES JOHNSON

                 
        See page 4

• MENARDS

• PROFILE MAGAZINE

• SCHNUCKS 

INSERTS

Local News.............2, 3, 5, 7

Obituaries.................
...........4

Community Calendar.......7

Opinion .................
.............6

INSIDE

OBITUARIES

KNOW IT 

TODAY

Today’s RNL issue

sponsored by 

Community 

Unity
member:

1071 N. Caron Road

815-561-7576

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 

STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – Thanks to the efforts of three local 

women, a worldwide organization with chapters throughout 

the United States and Europe has recently 

created a local chapter in Ogle County.

100 Women Who Care is an organization 

with 650 county chapters spread across the 

United States and Europe. 100 Women Who 

Care gathers to raise money and make an 

impact on nonprofit organizations located 

within the same county as the chapter. The 

goal of each of the chapters is to donate 

$10,000 to a local charity in one hour, four 

times a year by following a formula from 

the organization. 

“Fundraising takes a lot of hours of leg work on the part 

of the volunteers and with system, only four meetings a 

year, if we can get 100 women members who are willing to 

donate $100 we can raise $10,000 in one hour,” explained 

Deanna Forrest, one of the three founders.

Group members will meet four different times a year 

for one hour each time, where they will each donate $100 

and choose the organization that will receive 

the $10,000 donation. At the meetings, each 

member brings a check for $100. Then mem-

bers nominated organizations to be put into 

a hat to draw from. Three organizations are 

drawn at random at the meeting. 

Nominating members of each of the 

chosen organizations make a 5-minute pre-

sentation about the organization or charity 

for the entire group to vote on which cause 

to support. Once an organization is chosen 

by the group they receive the funds immediately.

See CHAPTER page 4

ROCHELLE – The 

City of Rochelle, in its 

continuing effort to sup-

port the revival and devel-

opment of local business, 

has expanded its Façade 

Improvement Program to 

all business owners and 

operators within the com-

munity.
The city will provide 

a 50 percent matching 

grant, with a maximum 

amount of $5,000 to busi-

ness or building owners 

who complete eligible 

improvements to the fa-

cades of their buildings. 

Improvements must be 

constructed within six 

months of application ap-

proval.

Eligibilities

The city will match 

dollar-for-dollar an own-

er’s investment in eligible 

improvements to the ap-

pearance of their build-

ing’s storefront façade. 

The building or business 

owner who has funded 

most of the improvements 

must apply for and be ap-

proved in order to receive 

the 50 percent matching 

grant. 
All commercially oper-

ated buildings within the 

community are eligible for 

the Façade Improvement 

Program. Only one grant 

will be awarded per build-

ing within a five-year pe-

riod. Only improvements 

to facades that directly 

front a public right-of-way 

are eligible for funding. 

See PROGRAM page 4

Rabies vaccine required for all cats

Local veterinarian office hosting open house to discuss new law

Facade 

program 

open to all 

businesses

Worldwide organization 

now has local chapter

815.562.5571

central-bank.com

Our Central focus is YOU!

04
03

20
19

815-562-8787

JEFFPERRYAUTOS.COM
01192020

2017 BUICK ENCORE

 23,000 mile, one owner.

$15,723*
   #P7004

* Plus tax, title, license and doc fee.

CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

& The Palmer Banquet Room

Pictured are Rochelle Rotary President Connie Dougherty, Jan. 1 Cash Calendar 

Winner Rosemary VanKirk and From the Heart founder David Eckhardt. VanKirk 

won $1,000 in the Jan. 1  From the Heart Rochelle Rotary Cash Calendar draw-

ing.

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 

STAFF WRITER 

ROCHELLE – The 

first winner of the From 

the Heart Rochelle Ro-

tary Cash Calendar was 

chosen and received her 

check Friday afternoon.

Rosemary VanKirk of 

Rochelle was randomly 

chosen as the winner on 

Jan. 1. Since the first of 

the year is a holiday, the 

winning amount was for 

$1,000, compared to just 

a usual day of $25.

VanKirk said that she 

was very surprised and 

happy when she found 

out that she had won.

See WIN page 4

VanKirk $1,000 richer

(PHOTO BY ANDREW HEISERMAN)
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Fundraiser setFriends of Nola Barnes-Addante are planning a 
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BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – A multi-family 
apartment building located in the 
200 block of Cherry Avenue near 
downtown Rochelle caught on 
fire Monday afternoon. The Rochelle Fire Department 

received the call of a building 
with smoke coming out of the 
window and one occupant pos-
sibly inside at 12:16 p.m. 

The building on fire is home to 
three families; two of the families 
could not identify if the resident 
in the burning apartment was 
home at the time of the fire.

Rochelle Fire Department 
and Rochelle Police Department 
then began working to locate the 
individual.“We looked all around the 

building and did not find him 
and he was eventually located 

by the Rochelle Police nowhere 
near the burning building,” ex-
plained Rochelle Fire Chief Dave 
Sawlsville. The fire started in the upstairs 

apartment and did not spread to 
any other portions of the build-
ing, but the upstairs apartment 
suffered major fire damage. The 
rest of the building experienced 
smoke and water damage. 

There were no injuries that 
resulted from the fire and no 
other surrounding property was 
damaged.The cause of the fire is still 

under investigation. The total 
cost estimate of damages is ap-
proximately  $30,000. Two individuals will have to 

be displaced due to damages to 
the property. Assisting the Rochelle Fire 

Department were the Ogle-Lee 
Fire Departments.

BY RUSSELL HODGESSTAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE — Con-struction on the new recre-ation center at Helms South remains on schedule as the $14 million project inches toward its targeted Septem-ber 2020 completion.Megan Simon, proj-ect manager at Ringland-Johnson Construction, ad-dressed the Flagg-Rochelle Community Park District Board of Commissioners during its monthly meeting at Rochelle City Hall on Monday. Simon revealed that precast work in the 

swimming area should be 
complete by Wednesday, 
with detailing work begin-ning soon after. Simon also said that 

work is continuing on the 

metal roof deck above 
the community area, with 
the roof deck above the 
swimming pool coming 
this week as well. The next 
three weeks will include 

work on the east side of the 
fieldhouse area, and work-ers will leave an opening 

on the south side of the 
building so the swimming 
pool can be dug out.

“We’ll then be prepping to get 
some temporary power out there 
so we can start working inside, and 
we’ll be pouring slabs by April and 
working on interior walls.”

Megan Simon

“We’re through the first round of the IDPH permit-ting process,” Simon said. “We submitted our swim-ming pool drawings to the IDPH in October and we got their comments back last week… We’ll be continu-ing outside and hopefully getting dried in on the swim-ming pool, community center and fieldhouse. We’ll then be prepping to get some temporary power out there so we can start working inside, and we’ll be pouring slabs by April and working on interior walls.”
See PARK page 4

Precast work nearly complete
Finishing work in swimming area expected to begin late this week

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – Monday 
night’s Rochelle Township 
High School board meeting 
started a bit emotionally as 
retiring band director Ron 
Duval addressed the board 
during public comment.Duval talked about his 36 

years as band director at the 
school and how great it has 
been, even teaching music 
to some of the now board 
members as well as District 
Superintendent Jason Harper. 

“It has been a pleasure to 
teach here and encourage stu-
dents to value their education 
in both music and academics,” 
said Duval. “I have been able 
to provide students the op-
portunity to not only choose 
to participate in band but also 
pursue their other interests.”

Duval will retire after the 
end of this school year in May.Principal reportFollowing the presentation 

from Duval, board members 
passed a motion to approve the 
entire consent agenda includ-
ing minutes for the December 
regular meeting and executive 
session, pay the bills and ap-
prove the treasurer’s report.

Principal Chris Lewis then 
addressed the board, touching 
on the end of the first semester 
and final exams as well as 
freshman seminar.The RTHS freshman class 

seminar aims to help students 
know what classes are neces-
sary to take the following se-
mester, making class selection 
much easier.“The counselors are in one 

of their busier times of the 
year, they are meeting with 

kids in full groups and talking 
to them about what they took 
as freshman and what they are 
going to need to take as sopho-
mores,” Lewis explained.He also explained plans 

to celebrate Martin Luther 
King Jr., both on Monday and 
throughout the week.One of the activities the 

school has planned is a coin 
drive during second hour in 
which the winning class will 
be rewarded with a pizza 
party. Another is playing the 
iconic “I have a dream” speech 
throughout the hallways. Superintendent reportBoard members accepted 

the resignation of English 
teacher Joel Ramsey and ap-
proved the employment of 
Shaun Schaefers as the new 
band and marching band di-
rector for the 2020-21 school 
year.

Business manager Kevin 
Dale also gave a short up-
date on the 2020 budget and 
expenses to-date, saying the 
district has currently used 
approximately 51.9 percent 
of its budget.“Our budget is set at $15.7 

million and we have spent 
just about $8.2 million,” Dale 
explained.Following an executive 

session, board members 
passed a motion to expel a 
student for the remainder of 
the school year. The student 
will be placed in alternative 
schooling for the 2020-21 
school year.The February meeting will 

be held on Tuesday, Feb. 18 
due to Presidents Day falling 
on that Monday. 

Fire forces out two tenants

Plans official for Duval’s retirementBoard hires new band director

(PHOTO BY ANDREW HEISERMAN)

Rochelle and Ogle-Lee firefighters were on the scene of a structure fire 

in the 200 block of Cherry Avenue Monday just after 12 p.m. A fire in 

an upstairs apartment was extinguished without causing fire damage 

to the other apartments. However, portions of the apartment building 

experienced smoke and water damage.
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RTHS Wrestling

Hubs primed for success after strong season
Rochelle grapplers looking to build on 18-win campaign

Junior Grant Thompson is one of four sectional qualifiers who are eligible to return to the Rochelle varsity 
wrestling team next season.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle wrestling team 
doubled its win total from 
last season, and the Hubs 
are already primed for 
immediate success in the 
future.

The Hubs rebounded 
nicely from a tough 2018 
campaign, compiling an 
18-4 overall record this 
season after earning only 
nine victories the previous 
season. Rochelle (No. 22 
IWCOA 2A) qualified six 
individuals for the IHSA 
2A Sectional at RTHS 
and advanced Ben Harvey 
(40-6 at 182) and Gavin 
Ansteth (28-14 at 195) to 
the IHSA 2A State Cham-
pionships in Champaign.

“I thought we had an 
awesome season,” head 
coach Alphonso Vruno 
said. “I thought we had 
several kids who made sig-
nificant leaps forward… I 
felt that the kids wrestled 
a lot differently this year 
than they did last year. 
I thought our mentality 
last year was pin or get 
pinned, and I didn’t think 
the kids wrestled hard for 
six minutes. We really 

stressed that this year, and 
I thought the kids bought 
into that mentality and 
wrestled hard.”

Rochelle closed the 
season with third-place 
performances in the Inter-
state 8 Conference Cham-
pionships and the IHSA 
2A Sycamore Regional. 
The Hubs will graduate 
seven seniors from the 
team including Ansteth, 
Zack Capes (19-18 at 285), 
Bryan Garza (27-14 at 
170), Diego Escobar (10-9 
at 160), Zeke Horn (23-20 
at 152), Keegan Davis-
Carter (31-11 at 138) and 
Hezekiah Jefferson. 

“We definitely im-
proved on our feet and I 
thought our kids became 
the attackers in the neutral 
position,” Vruno said. “We 
weren’t waiting for kids to 
shoot on us. We wrestled 
with the mentality that 
we were going to take our 
opponents down. I thought 
the kids improved on bot-
tom as well… We can still 
get better on bottom, but 
we were trying harder to 
get off bottom this year as 
opposed to laying on our 
bellies and getting pinned 
last year.”

Four sectional quali-

fiers will return next season 
including Harvey, Grant 
Thompson (22-19 at 132), 
Ethan Tooley (21-21 at 
145) and sophomore Ca-
leb Nadig (32-8 at 126). 
Juniors Ivan Pineda, Noah 
Messer and Ethan Albers, 
who missed this season 

with knee injuries, could 
also be big contributors 
next season. Rochelle’s 
freshmen and sophomores 
will be getting a head-start 
on next season with the 
IWCOA Fresh-Soph and 
Girls State Series next 
month.

“I’m really excited for 
next season,” Vruno said. 
“Our lower weights have 
struggled over the last 3-to-
4 years but I think that’s 
an area we can be really 
strong next season… I 
thought Weldon [Nay] was 
spectacular over the sec-

ond half of the season, and 
we’re hoping that Noah 
and Ethan can take over 
some spots at our upper 
weights. We’ll also have 
Jaden [Cook] who will step 
in as our heavyweight next 
year and he’s developed 
really well.”

Rochelle Wrestling Club

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

AMBOY — The Ro-
chelle Wrestling Club sent 
six grapplers to compete in 
the Amboy Clipper Wres-
tling Club Tournament on 
Sunday, Feb. 23. 

Rhett Watson (2-0) 
brought home a first-place 
title in the Senior Division, 
while Elijah Nadig (3-0) 
went unbeaten for a first-
place championship in the 
Bantam Division. Joseph 
Nadig (1-1) claimed sec-
ond in his Senior Division 
bracket on Sunday.

Benjamin Nadig (2-1) 
also placed second in the 
tournament, wrestling 
in the Novice Division. 

Phinehas Nadig and Chase 
Marruffo represented Ro-
chelle in the Tots Division, 
with both Nadig (1-2) and 
Marruffo (1-2) taking 
third in their respective 
brackets.

Rochelle will compete 
in the IKWF Byron Re-
gional on Sunday, March 
1. Qualifying Intermedi-
ate, Novice and Senior 
Division grapplers will 
advance to the IKWF Ro-
chelle Sectional on March 
7. The IKWF State Cham-
pionships run from March 
12-14 at the BMO Harris 
Bank Center in Rockford, 
and the 20th Annual Midget 
State Championships are 
scheduled for March 20-22 
in Danville.

Rhett Watson was one of two Rochelle Wrestling Club 
grapplers who won first-place titles at the Clipper 
Wrestling Club Tournament on Sunday.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Junior Hubs 
battle in Amboy


	RNL WED FRONT
	RNL WED SPORTS

