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ROCHELLE – The 
Rochelle Rotary Club 
hosted its 13th Annual 
From the Heart dinner-
auction fundraiser over 
the weekend, and it ex-
ceeded all expectations.  

The gala took place on 
Saturday, Feb. 1, inside 
the hangar at The Flight 
Deck Bar and Grill. 
The event includes hors 
d’oeuvres, dinner, games 
for prizes and both a si-
lent and live auction. The 
goal of the event each 
year is to provide a fun 
night for the community 
while raising $40,000 to 
be split between eight 
non-profit organizations.

The event raised over 
$40,000 this year, and in 
doing so, From the Heart 
reached a landmark total 
of $500,000 raised since 
its creation 13 years ago. 

“At the beginning of 
the night, I mentioned 

ROCHELLE — On 
Sunday afternoon, Ogle 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
obtained an arrest war-
rant for Francisco Javier 
Vazquez, 26, of Rochelle, 
on charges related to a stab-
bing early Sunday morning.

At approximately 4:30 
a.m. on Sunday, Feb. 2, the 
Ogle County Sheriff’s Of-
fice responded to the 10000 
block of East Fisher Road in 
the Shangri La mobile home 
park west of Rochelle for the 
report of a stabbing.

The 22-year-old male 
victim, of Rochelle, sus-
tained serious injuries and 
was transported to a Rock-
ford area hospital where he 
remains in stable condition.

Upon his arrest, Vazquez 
faces two counts of aggra-
vated battery – both Class 
3 felonies. His bond has 
subsequently been set at 
$150,000.

Anyone with informa-
tion on the whereabouts 
of Vazquez are urged to 
contact the Ogle County 
Sheriff’s Office at 815-732-
2136 or Ogle/Lee Crime 
Stoppers at 888-228-4488. 
Crime Stoppers will pay 
up to $1,000 for informa-
tion leading to an arrest in 
this case.

The sheriff’s office were 
assisted on scene by the Ro-
chelle Police Department. 

Vazquez is presumed 
innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

Suspect 
wanted

Vazquez

Gala milestone
From the Heart raises $50,000 Saturday, hitting $500,000 since inception

that if we raised $50,000, 
From the Heart would 
reach its $500,000 mark 
in the 13 years since its 
creation,” said David 
Eckhardt, founder and 
president of From the 
Heart. “And we did it, 
we raised the $50,000. 
We don’t have the final 

numbers yet, but we know 
it’s at least $50,000.”

All of the funds earned 
through the event will be 
split evenly between the 
Rochelle Area Commu-
nity Foundation, HOPE 
of Ogle County, Ro-
chelle Child Care Center, 
Hub City Senior Cen-
ter, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, Shining 
Star, CASA and FOCUS 
House. 

As well as dinner, the 
event included many 
different games offering 
a variety of prizes. One 
example was a wine game 
with prizes of premium 
bottles of wine, such as 
one from Marilyn Mon-
roe’s collection. Other 
activities included a dice 
game and a punchboard 
game with prizes ranging 
from a one-week trip to 
Montana to a chainsaw or 
piece of jewelry. 

This is the second time 
in the last 13 years that 
Flight Deck has hosted 

the event, and attend-
ees enjoyed everything 
about it. 

“Everybody said that 
they felt more relaxed 
this year,” said Eck-
hardt. “This was our 
second year at the Flight 
Deck and we made some 
changes from how we 
did it the previous year. 
We changed the way we 
arranged the room, and 
Ashley and her group 
at the Flight Deck did a 
really great job with the 
meal. Everyone had a 
great time.”

From the Heart and 
Rochelle Rotary are very 
thankful for the support 
they get from the com-
munity, and they could 
not host the event with-
out it. From the Heart 
and Rochelle Rotary 
would also like to thank 
Mayor John Bearrows 
for being the auctioneer 
at the event. 

“We have had all this 
success, but it’s in part 
to the great community 
that we live in,” said 
Eckhardt. “We have a 
very generous and giving 
community that supports 
this event and these 
groups 100 percent. We 
are just so blessed to live 
in a community like we 
do, because it’s not that 
way everywhere.” 

As planning begins 
for next year’s event, 
From the Heart will meet 
this Friday to discuss 
what went well and what 
needs to be changed. 
The Rochelle Rotary 
and From the Heart 
fundraiser for 2021 will 
take place on the first 
Saturday in February. 

Register today at:
February 17

www.kish.edu/visitday

E N V I S I O N
Y O U R  F U T U R E !

at Kish

Attend

Attendees of Saturday night’s From the Heart gala 
look over some of the silent auction items.

(PHOTO BY MONETTA YOUNG)

Rochelle Rotary Club President Connie Dougherty 
(left) speaks about where the money raised at the 
From the Heart gala is distributed as Kim Montgom-
ery of the Rochelle Area Community Foundation - 
one of the recipient organizations - looks on.

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

CRESTON – Creston 
Village Board members are 
hoping to do some cleaning 
up around the village.

During Tuesday night’s 
monthly board meeting, 
board members heard from 
village building inspector 
Casper Manheim about ef-
forts to have several proper-
ties in the village cleaned up. 
Manheim has sent letters to 
several residents who have 
had vehicles parked for an 
extended period of time 
with flat tires, reminding 
them of village ordinances, 
that the vehicles need to be 
moved. 

“We still have a few 
letters going out for cars 

Residents urged to clean up

Creston Village President Wayne Williams discusses 
the village’s efforts to have disabled vehicles re-
moved.

sitting with flat tires, one of 
them I assume may still be 
running but I am not sure,” 

said Manheim. “As well as 
a garage with a big blue tarp 
on it.” 

Village president Wayne 
Williams is giving the resi-
dents until the weather gets 
nicer to move the vehicles. 

During the Village Engi-
neer Kevin Bunge’s report, 
there were a few topics that 
were brought to the boards 
attention.

Bunge discussed several 
topics at Tuesday night’s 
meeting.

The first one was getting 
the four quotes for the water 
tower inspection in written 
form for next month’s board 
meeting. The quotes range in 
price from $3,315 to $6,780. 
Some are noticeably more 
expensive because they 
would bring divers to go into 
the water tower.

“According to regula-
tions, that tower is supposed 

to be inspected every three 
to five years,” Williams said. 
“And we are guessing that 
we had a visual inspection 11 
years ago and that was it, so 
it is probably way past due.”

Other topics Bunge dis-
cussed were acquiring bids 
for a new auto switch water 
main valve and creating a 
new truck route ordinance. 

Trucks have been driv-
ing down side roads, past 
the school instead of using 
Illinois Route 38. The village 
will be ordering and posting 
nine “no truck” signs and 
then will begin talking about 
creating a new ordinance 
that would only allow trucks 
to use side streets for local 
deliveries. 

See CRESTON page 4

314 Lincoln Highway
815-562-4444
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*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free 

75 °10 OFF
t  LABOR---------------------

: Receive a FREE $100 Restaurant.com   
1 Gift Card with FREE in-home estimate!** ·--------------------

(815) 673-7532
Call Today for Your FREE Estimate! 

tDoes not include cost of material. Expires 1/31/20. **All participants who attend an estimated 
60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $100 gift certificate. Visit https:// 
www.restaurant.com/about/terms for complete terms and conditions and https://www. 
restaurant.comfor participating restaurants. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard 
Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter 
protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with 
a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. 
Participants must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter 
into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company 
or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a 
Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company 
customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may 
substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the 
participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. 
Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer is subject to 

change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 1/31/20. 

WINE PAIRING DINNERWINE PAIRING DINNER
All dishes are Chef Derik’s personal creations 

matched with the freshest ingredients to give you 
the best experience.

1st Course
Charcuterie Board paired with a Reisling

2nd Course
Oyster Mignonette paired with a Pinot Grigio

3rd Course
Bisque w/ roasted parmesan crackers paired with 

Chardonnay

4th Course
Beef Wellington paired with Cabernet

5th Course
Duck w/ plum sauce paired with Pinot Noir

6th Course
Red velvet roll w/ sweet raspberry brandy sauce 

paired with  Moscato

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15 - DOORS OPEN AT 5:30PMSATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15 - DOORS OPEN AT 5:30PM

FLIGHT DECK BAR AND GRILL
1207 W. GURLER ROAD • ROCHELLE, IL
815-561-3664 • FLIGHTDECKBAR.COM

WINTER HOURS: W-SAT 11-9 • SUN 9-3 • M-T CLOSED

Tickets on sale @ Flight Deck now!
1 ticket for $65 

2 tickets for $120
4 tickets for $240 
8 tickets for $480

02
09

20
20

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – Wills 
Chiropractic of Rochelle 
is hosting a free person-
ality identification event 
open to the public later 
this month.

The event will be held at 
the Flagg-Rochelle Public 
Library from 6 to 
7 p.m., on Feb. 
10 and will focus 
on identifying 
different person-
ality types and 
how they incor-
porate into daily life. This 
personality identification 
system is called an En-
neagram, and it can affect 
many different areas of 
one’s life. 

The Enneagram per-
sonality system is bro-
ken into nine different 
personality types. The 
talk will focus on the dif-
ferent personality types 
and how people can use 
that information to better 
understand themselves. 

“There are nine main 
personality types and each 
has its own unique per-
sonality traits,” said Sadie 
Tomlinson, marketing and 
public relations for Wills 
Chiropractic. “A type 
eight, nine, or one person 
is all known to have differ-
ent reactions to handling 
anger. For example, a 
type eight has no problem 
letting people know when 
he or she is angry while 
a type nine holds it all in 
and then explodes.”

Wills Chiropractic has 
been serving the Ro-
chelle community since 
it opened its doors in 
September of 2003. Dr. 
Bryan Wills, D.C. owner 
and practicing chiroprac-
tor at the office, will be 
guiding the presentation 
at the event. 

The presentation is 

open to the public, but is 
recommended for attend-
ees who are young adults 
or older. 

“Anybody who has a 
level of self-awareness is 
welcome to attend,” said 
Tomlinson. “This is one of 
the most requested talks 
that Dr. Bryan offers and 
will definitely be some-

thing that 
people are 
going to 
want  to 
come out 
and be a 
part of.”

The event has seats for 
37 people to attend and 
there are 21 seats left. 
So, for those who would 
like to attend, Will’s Chi-
ropractic is asking that 
people register ahead to 
save a seat at https://bit.
ly/35dl22N.

If there is a good 
turnout for the presenta-
tions, Wills Chiropractic 
is hoping to make this 
a quarterly event that 
occurs four times a year. 

Wills Chiropractic is a 
wellness center offering 
many options for treat-
ment including chiro-
practic, massage therapy, 
acupuncture, physical 
therapy, and even per-
sonal training. One of the 
main reasons people start 
coming to a chiropractor 
is for pain relief such as 
neck and back pain, but 
treatment can help with 
much more than that. 

The team at Wills 
Chiropractic works to 
address many issues 
such as back pain, neck 
pain, headaches, TMJ, 
infertility, asthma, bed 
wetting, carpal tunnel, 
ear infections, arthritis, 
disc problems, children’s 
health and so much more. 
The team can be found at 
www.willschiro.com to 
learn more. 

MALTA — Eight nursing stu-
dents at Kishwaukee College 
were the recipients of prestigious 
Littmann Stethoscopes from the 
Community Support Group at 3M. 
Jonathan Klaczek and Colleen Diehl 
from the 3M Community Support 
Group were on campus Jan. 21 
to award the stethoscopes to the 
students.

The nursing students who re-
ceived Littmann stethoscopes are: 
AJ Barton, Genoa; Rebecca Brucks, 
DeKalb; Victoria Goluszka, West 
Brooklyn; JoEllen Kile, DeKalb; 

Tamara Mason, DeKalb; Lilian 
Ndicu, Sycamore; Lindsey Rob-
ertson, DeKalb; and Mallory Thies, 
DeKalb. 

The Community Support Group 
is the local arm of 3M that provides 
charitable assistance and support. 
Although the national 3M Corpora-
tion provides recognizable support 
in a variety of ways, including schol-
arships to Kishwaukee College and 
other educational institutions across 
the country, the Community Support 
Group is designed to be communi-
ty-specific by volunteering, assisting 

and donating in ways that are unique 
to the local community. 

Since 2010, the 3M Community 
Support Group in DeKalb has been 
awarding Littman stethoscopes 
to deserving Kishwaukee College 
nursing students each semester. The 
Littmann Stethoscope is manufac-
tured by 3M and is considered the 
“Cadillac” of stethoscopes.  

For more information on the 
nursing program at Kish, visit www.
kish.edu.nursing. For information 
on the 3M Corporation, visit ww-
w.3m.com.

The Community Support Group at 3M in DeKalb awarded Littmann Stethoscopes to eight first-year Kishwau-
kee College nursing students. Pictured with several Kish College nursing students, back row left to right, are 
Colleen Diehl, 3M representative; AJ Barton, Genoa; JoEllen Kile, DeKalb; and Jonathan Klaczek, 3M repre-
sentative; and front row left to right, Lilian Ndiuc, Sycamore; Tamara Mason, DeKalb; Victoria Goluszka, West 
Brooklyn; and Mallory Thies, DeKalb. 

3M awards stethoscopes to Kishwaukee 
College nursing students

Identifying 
personalities

Free Enneagram program 
to show effects on daily life

ROCK FALLS — At 
least 12 scholarships will 
be awarded by Tri-County 
Opportunities Council to 
income eligible students 
residing in the agency’s 
service area.  

The scholarships are 
worth up to $1,250 and 
have been made available 
by the Illinois Department 

of Commerce and Econom-
ic Development through 
its Community Services 
Block Grant funds. All 
low-income students, ra-
cial or ethnic minorities 
and previous scholarship 
winners are encouraged 
to apply.

To be eligible for the 
scholarship competition:

The applicant must be a 
member of an income-eli-
gible household.

The applicants must 
be attending an Illinois 
accredited post-secondary 
educational institution of 
higher learning during the 
fall of 2020.  

Applicants must be 
a resident of Bureau, 

Tri-County offering scholarships
Carroll, LaSalle, Lee, 
Marshall, Ogle, Putnam, 
Stark or Whiteside County 
in Illinois.

Students must be con-
sidered full-time (minimum 
of 12 semester hours) to 
qualify for the full $1,250 
scholarship.  Part-time stu-
dents will be considered in 
the competition, however, 
scholarship awards will be 
pro-rated if they are selected 
as a winner.  

Application deadline is 
March 20, 2020.

Further information and 
application forms may be 
obtained by contacting the 
office at 800-323-5434 ex-
tension 15 or on the website 
at www.tcochelps.org.
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Newkirk CPA www.newkirkcpas.com

316 Lincoln Hwy., Rochelle, IL 61068
(630) 552-1040

Call to schedule appointment

Looking for a new local CPA?
Maybe your current one retired or you are 
looking for an expert in tax preparation?

   Give us a call.
Specializing in tax 
preparation and 

accounting services 
for businesses of all 

types and 
individuals.

01192020

St. Paul Lutheran School
2020-2021 School Year
Preschool Registration

February 11th
Registration for 
members and 
existing family

February 18th
Registration open 

to the public

Kindergarten Registration
Wednesday, February 5th - 6:30pm

Stop in to meet Mrs. Pascua and view the 
classroom. If unable to attend, please call the 

office for information.
Call 815.562.6323 or email
office@stpaulrochelle.org

      St. Paul’s Lutheran School
       1415 10th Ave., Rochelle, IL

01292020

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

MAY Ele-
mentary 
School, as 

well as all other ele-
mentary schools within 
its district, have been 
participating in The 
Great Kindness Chal-
lenge this past week. 

The Great Kindness 
Challenge is an annual 
event that takes place 
all across the coun-
try and is presented 
by Kids For Peace, a 
global nonprofit orga-
nization. According to 
its website, in 2018, the 
Great Kindness Chal-
lenge impacted over 
13 million students, in 
over 24,000 schools, 
in over 110 different 
countries with 650 mil-
lion acts of kindness. 

For Kindness Week 
at May School, each 
day had a different 
dress up theme that 
goes along with its 
own special kindness 
activity. One theme the 
school did last week 
was a Mr. Rogers day, 
where students would 
dress up in sweaters or 
cardigans and write a 
kind note to a friend.

On top of the dress 
up themes and kind-
ness activities, each of 
the schools were also 
collecting donations of 
food and spare change 

You’ve got a friend in me
Students, faculty participate in Great Kindness Challenge at May School last week

May School principal Becky Cox and a student dress 
up on Toy Story Day Monday, Jan. 27 to kick-off the 
Great Kindness Challenge week.

(PHOTO FROM MAY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL FACEBOOK)

that will be donated to 
different organizations. 

“This week we are 
collecting food for 
the food bank and the 
Rochelle Rescue Mis-
sion,” said Becky Cox, 
May School principal. 

“We are also taking a 
collection for a coin 
drive that each of the 
buildings will donate 
the money to a different 
charity.”

No charities have 
been chosen yet, but 

there has been talk 
about sending the funds 
to St. Jude or Austra-
lia to help with the 
damage caused to the 
animals by the bush 
fires. 

The Great Kindness 
Challenge is an annu-

al event that occurs 
during the last week in 
January, and the entire 
district usually partici-
pates in. Cox has been 
principal at May Ele-
mentary School for the 
last four years, and the 
school has taken part in 

the event every year.
She says the kids 

enjoy it every year, 
and they especially 
look forward to the 
theme dress up days. 

“The kids love it, 
they love the dress up 
days,” said Cox. “We 
have had a ton of kids 
donating food and I 
have a jar full of coins 
sitting in my office as 
we speak. So, the kids 
have really enjoyed 
it and are taking an 
active role.”

The main goal of the 
entire program is to 
get kids to understand 
that being kind is not 
just going above and 
beyond and making 
donations, but can be 
as simple as saying 
something nice or 
writing a kind note to 
someone. 

“The kids love it, they love the dress up days. 
We have had a ton of kids donating food and I 
have a jar full of coins sitting in my office as we 
speak. So, the kids have really enjoyed it and 
are taking an active role.”

Becky Cox

DAILY THEMES

Monday: Toy Story Day - You’ve got a friend 
in me

Tuesday: Zootopia Day - Change starts with 
you

Wednesday: Mr. Rogers Day - Kind words for 
one another

Thursday: Wonder Day - Choose kind

Friday: Trolls Day - True colors - positive talk; 
kind messages to ourselves

Students celebrate Zootopia Day at May School last week.
(PHOTO FROM MAY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL FACEBOOK)

(PHOTO FROM MAY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL FACEBOOK)
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SPOTLIGHT

R
B

S620 S. 7th • Rochelle, IL | 815-562-2177
www.Prescottbrothersford.com

See us for all your tire needs! 
Call Mel or Barb in our service department.

Service Department open Saturdays 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Semi-Synthetic Oil &  
Filter Change & FREE Tire Rotation

$40 Plus tax & fees. 
Up to 5 quarts.

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Like on on Facebook
Lic# 055-013999

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Plumbing, Heating, Air 
Conditioning, Drinking water 

systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976

Let your local independent agent shop for 
you, and find the coverage you need.

Shopping around for  
car insurance? Don’t.

ROCHELLE  •  815.562.5596
RochelleIns.com

09282017

01032019

ROCHELLE • 815-562-5596
www.DimondBros.com

ROCHELLE — Marylou Reeser, 76, passed away 
on Wednesday Feb. 5, 2020 at the Serenity Home in 
Oregon.

Services are pending at the Unger Horner Funeral 
Home, 400 N. 6th Street, Rochelle. Visit www.Ung-
erHorner.com.

ROCHELLE — Frederick Wayne Dummer, 87, 
passed away on Tuesday Feb. 4, 2020 at the Serenity 
Home in Oregon.

Services are pending at the Unger Horner Funeral 
Home, 400 N. 6th Street, Rochelle. Visit www.Unger-
Horner.com.

ROCHELLE — Juan 
Jesus Arredondo, 66, of 
Rochelle, passed away 
Saturday, Feb. 1, 2020 at 
his home surrounded by 
his family. Juan was born 
Aug. 27, 1953 in Mexico, 
the son of Elena Blancarte. 

Juan owned and oper-
ated Elegant Seat Uphol-
stery Shop in Rochelle for 
over 25 years. He also 
worked at Caterpillar, 
Caron International, and 
various railroad and con-
struction jobs. 

He loved to help peo-
ple and was a family 
oriented man. He was 

always there for his chil-
dren and grandchildren. 

Juan is survived by his 
wife, Celia Arre-
dondo; three sons, 
Rafael (Meredith) 
Mancinas, “John-
ny” Juan Jesus 
(Danielle) Arre-
dondo Jr.,  and 
Gerardo (Adri-
ana) Arredondo; 
12 grandchildren, 
Amy L. Mancinas, Ra-
fael Mancinas Jr., Luis 
G. Mancinas, Noah A. 
Mancinas, “J.J” Juan 
Jesus Arredondo III, Ro-
man B. Arredondo, León 

M. Arredondo, Josue Arre-
dondo, Abel Arredondo, 
Naomi N. Arredondo, 

Genesis L. Arre-
dondo, and Ellena 
S. Arredondo; two 
great-grandchil-
dren, Lucas Wayne 
Manc inas  and 
Dylan Mancinas; 
and four siblings, 
Arturo Blancarte, 
Amada Blancarte, 

Julia Blancarte and Lupe 
Blancarte. 

Juan is preceded in 
death by his mother, Elena 
Blancarte. 

A funeral service was 

held at 3 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Feb. 4 at the Unger-Horn-
er Funeral Home, 400 N. 
6th Street in Rochelle. Vis-
itation was held on Tues-
day from 2 p.m. until the 
time of the service at the 
funeral home. Cremation 
care will be provided after 
the services and burial will 
be held at a later date. 

In lieu of flowers, 
contributions in Juan’s 
memory may be made 
to Serenity Hospice and 
Home. 

Please visit www.ung-
erhorner.com to sign the 
online guest book.

Obituaries

Juan Jesus Arredondo

Frederick Wayne Dummer

R O C H E L L E  — 
Stanley “JR” Smith, 
68, of Rochelle, passed 
away Friday, Jan. 31, 
2020 at the UW Health 
University Hospital in 
Madison, Wisconsin. Stan 
was born May 21, 1951 in 
Hazard, Kentucky, the son 
of Stanley and Eula Mae 
Smith. He married Terri 
Woolbright on Oct. 20, 
2016 in Oregon. 

Stan is survived by his 
wife, Terri, of Rochelle; a 
son, Brian (Skye) Smith, 
of DeKalb; grandchildren 

Hayley, Johnathan, Har-
mony, Hunter, and Stella; 
a step-daughter, Randi 
(Jaime) Jarrett of 
Davis Junction; 
three brothers, 
Floyd (Sherry) 
Smith, Herman 
(Linda) Smith, 
and Ricky (Pam) 
Smith, all of Ro-
chelle; six sisters, 
Geneva (Rich) 
Sisson,  Helen 
(Sonny) Pena, 
Wilma (Jerry) Adamski, 
Laura (Joe) Williams, 

all of Rochelle, Peggy 
(Doug) Waugh of Maquo-
keta, Iowa, and Connie 

(Ray) Humes of 
Rochelle; and nu-
merous nieces and 
nephews. 

Stan is preced-
ed in death by 
his parents and a 
brother, Ronnie. 

Cremation care 
has been provided. 
Memorial visita-
tion will be from 3 

to 7 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 
7 at the Unger-Horner 

Funeral Home, 400 N. 
6th St. in Rochelle. A 
memorial service will 
follow at 7 p.m. with 
Pastor Lowell Wool-
bright officiating. There 
will also be a Celebration 
of life lunch at the Ro-
chelle VFW Feb. 23 at 
12 p.m. Interment will 
be held at a later date in 
Lawnridge Cemetery in 
Rochelle. A memorial 
will be established. 

Please visit www.ung-
erhorner.com to sign the 
online guest book. 

Stanley “JR” Smith

May 21, 1951 
to 

Jan. 31, 2020

Marylou Reeser

From page 1

Old Business 
During last month’s meeting, board members dis-

cussed the current water and sewer rate and the need 
for an increase since there has not been any annual 
increase incorporated. 

Board members discussed an increase of four-tenths 
of a cent per gallon of water used up from the previous 
rate, and then a three percent increase on the first of 
every year.

Board member Mike Kerns expressed concerns that 
there were already fees incorporated into the bill and 
wanted to make sure those fees were being put into the 
proper city accounts.

“There is already $20 to $25 in fees per water bill 
that is already built in, and it is pretty expensive right 
now,” Kerns said. “I would like to have a spreadsheet 
so I know where everything is going.”

The board instructed the village treasurer to make a 
spreadsheet before the next month’s meeting, outlining 
exactly where the funds are going. 

New business
Board members made a recommendation for the vil-

lage to purchase a backup generator for the city’s water 
pumps. If the pump was stationary and permanent, the 
city would need a permit for it but if it was a moveable 
pump on wheels the city does not need a permit. 

Board members will discuss options for a backup 
generator before making a decision at next month’s 
meeting.

CRESTON: 
Board discusses 
water fees

OREGON  — The 
Oregon Fire Protection 
District needs volunteer 
firefighters at its Chana 
Station.

Chana resident Dany 
Dwyer was the last area 
firefighter to retire which 
has left the station unat-
tended. Other firefighters 
from the Chana area were 
Tim Mitchusson, John 
Jones, Ed Travis, Ed 
Mowery, Dave Dwyer 
and Virgil Toefer (un-
intentional if we missed 
others). 

The station was built 
in 1992 from a dona-
tion and served well for 
the small community. 
Presently, with no area 

firefighters, the station 
has been used for stor-
age of older equipment.  
With the addition of 
Chana area firefight-
ers and a certified First 
Attack truck we would 
be able to provide the 
First Response team for 
area Chana residents in 
case of an emergency.  

Please review this 
request as a first step to 
giving our communities 
the best Fire Protection 
possible and send your 
applications to Chief 
Mike Knoup at knoupm@
oregonfpd.org or phone 
the Fire Protection Dis-
trict if interested. 

Volunteers needed 
for Chana station

ROCHELLE — It’s time to think Spring. The Ro-
chelle Community Hospital Auxiliary is taking daffodil 
orders until Monday, March 9. 

The daffodil stems are $10 for a bunch of 10 flowers 
you can put in water and watch them open into beautiful 
flowers. One of these bunches would be a great gift 
for a friend, family member or co-worker to celebrate 
Spring — or keep them for yourself.

Orders can be placed at the RCH Gift Shoppe, where 
you can pay with credit card, cash or check, or call Janet 
Stewart at 815-561-3113 or e-mail jstewart@rcha.net. 

Order forms are available at www.rochellehospital.
com. The deadline for orders is Monday, March 9. 
Daffodils will be available for pick up on Wednesday, 
March 18 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the hospital. 

All proceeds benefit Rochelle Community Hospital.
These bunches of sunshine are made possible in 

coordination with The Cypress House, 718 10th Av-
enue, Rochelle. 

Please note these are fresh flowers, not bulbs.

Support the RCH 
Auxiliary with a 
daffodil order
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1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.

Dr. Nicole Marquardt 
Dr. Steve Baker 
Dr. Taryn Pfeiffer
Dr. Lynn Deets

Space Available
Advertise With Us

 Call Lori
815-561-2123

Capone _____________
Hi! I’m Capone and I’d like to steal your heart!! Words that 
describe me are “affectionate”, “playful”, “loving”, “loyal” and 
“understanding”. Oh, and “smart”! I’m house trained and know 
many commands. I’m great with people of all ages, though I’m 
probably a bit too big and energetic for the wee ones. I’m friendly 
to everyone I meet. Things I love are peanut butter and carrots. 
Gotta stay healthy! I also enjoy playing in the snow and I don’t 
mind rain or thunderstorms, either. I’m a 3 yr. old shepherd mix. 
I would be happiest as an only pet. My people lost their home 
and couldn’t keep me, as much as they wanted to. But I’m 
hopeful that, with your help, I’ll find a new family that will love and 
appreciate what a fine young boy I am! 
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:

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.org

PET OF 
THE WEEK

Did you know?
There are over 75 million 

pet dogs in the U.S.—
more than in any other 

country
Approximately 94 million cats in 

the United States are the proud owners  
of humans

24/7 ANIMAL POISON CONTROL CENTER:  
855-764-7661

Any arrests listed in this 
paper are merely charges 
and the defendants are 
presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in a 
court of law.
Please note that all police 
reports received from 
the Rochelle Police, the 

Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 
Illinois State Police, will 
be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit 
particular reports will not 
be considered or honored 
at any time.

Report policy

On Jan. 31 a 11:32 
a.m., Rochelle police cit-
ed Steven C. Brown, 52, 
of Joliet, for overweight 
axle. He posted an I-bond. 
His court date is set for 
March 13. 

On Jan. 31 at 1:24 p.m., 
Rochelle police arrested 
Darren Dumas, 48, of 
Chicago, for overweight 
axle. He posted an I-Bond. 
His court date is set for 
March 13.

On Jan. 31 at 8:31 p.m., 
Rochelle police arrested 
Kelly ZM. McCoy, 35, 
of Rochelle, on an Ogle 
County and a Lee County 
warrant. She was trans-
ported to jail. 

On Feb. 1 at 8:12 p.m., 
Rochelle police arrested 
Leonard L. Cook, 51, 
of Rochelle on an Ogle 
County warrant. He was 
transported to jail. 

On Feb. 2 at 1:34 a.m., 
Rochelle police cited 
Chayce D. W. Smith, 19, 
of Rochelle, for speeding, 
30 m.p.h. in a 20 m.p.h. 
zone. He issued a promise 
to comply. His court date 

is set for March 13. 
On Feb. 2 at 2:38 

a.m., Rochelle police 
arrested Daniel Oronzco 
Ramos, 21, of Rochelle, 
for speeding, 83 m.p.h. in 
a 45 m.p.h. zone, illegal 
transportation of alcohol, 
no insurance and no valid 
driver’s license. He posted 
$250 bond. His court date 
is set for March 13. 

On Feb. 2 at 9:04 p.m., 
Rochelle police arrested a 
17-year-old juvenile, of 
Rochelle, for domestic 
battery. The juvenile was 
released to his parents. 

On Feb. 3 at 7:57 a.m., 
Rochelle police cited a 
17-year-old juvenile, of 
Rochelle, for failure to 
reduce speed. She issued 
a promise to comply. 
Her court date is set for 
March 13.

On Feb. 3 at 9 p.m., 
Rochelle police cited 
Ruben C. Burgess, 29, of 
Rochelle, for operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle. 
He issued a promise to 
comply. His court date is 
set for March 13.

On Feb. 2 at approximately 12:41 
a.m., Ogle County Sheriff deputies 
conducted a traffic stop at 
the intersection of Division 
and Oregon Street in Polo 
for a moving violation. After 
a brief investigation, deputies 
arrested Richelle Marks, 42, 
of Polo, for driving under the 
influence of alcohol. Marks 
was transported to the Ogle County 
Jail and held in lieu of bond.

On Feb. 2, Ogle County Sheriff’s 
deputies arrested Dennis Vineyard, 
47, of Belvidere, for criminal trespass 
to residence and violation of bond 
conditions. Vineyard was held in lieu 
of bond at the Ogle County Jail.

Feb. 3
On Feb. 3 at approximately 7:32 

p.m., deputies conducted a traffic stop 
in the 19000 block of West Illinois 

Route 72 for a speeding violation. After 
further investigation Austin Borota, 

27, of Lanark, was placed 
under arrest for driving while 
license suspended. Borota was 
transported to the Ogle County 
Jail where he was held in lieu 
of bond.

On Feb. 3 at 5:26 p.m., 
Ogle County Sheriff’s deputies 

conducted a traffic stop in the 19000 
block of East Illinois Route 64 for a 
speeding violation. After an investiga-
tion, Michael T. Dumas, 36, of Elgin, 
was arrested for improper container of 
cannabis - driver, and issued citations 
for driving while license suspended 
(petty offense), and speeding. Dumas 
was transported to the Ogle County 
jail and held in lieu of bond.

On Feb. 3 at approximately 7:50 
p.m., Ogle County Sheriff’s deputies 
conducted a traffic stop on Interstate 

39 at mile marker 110 on a vehicle 
traveling northbound. After a short 
investigation, deputies arrested Bri-
onna S. Bell, 18, of Montgomery, for 
driving while license suspended. Bell 
was also issued citations for no regis-
tration light and operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle. Bell was transported to 
the Ogle County Jail where she was 
released to correctional staff and held 
in lieu of bond.

On Feb. 3 at 9:36 p.m., Ogle County 
Sheriff’s deputies conducted a traffic 
stop in the 1000 block of South Illi-
nois Route 2 for a traffic violation. 
After an investigation, Goldie L. 
Johnson-Kirksy, 26, of Rochelle, was 
arrested for driving under the influence 
of alcohol, possession of controlled 
substance, and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. Johnson-Kirksy was 
transported to the Ogle County Jail 
and held in lieu of bond.

Man cited for 
overweight axle

Rochelle Police Ogle County Sheriff

Man arrested for DUI in Polo

OREGON — The Ogle County Solid Waste 
Management Department is announcing that limited 
funds are again available for waste reduction/recy-
cling grants for the 2020 fiscal year.  The grants of 
up to $2,000 are available to Ogle County business-
es, schools, churches and non-profit organizations 
wishing to establish or improve on waste reduction 
and recycling programs and services.

Applicants must provide a minimum 20 percent 
match of the total project cost.

Total grant funds available this year are 
limited to $6,000, so grants will be 
awarded on a competitive basis in 
amounts from $100 to $2,000, in three 
rounds or until funds are depleted. The 
deadline for submittal of applications 
for the first round of grants is 4 p.m. on 
Wednesday, March 4.

The application for the grants is simple 
and flexible. Businesses could use grant 
funds to help purchase waste reduction 
and recycling materials and equipment 
such as collection bins, carts, balers and 
storage containers. Equipment needed 

to switch from disposable packaging to reusable 
packaging for products and supplies could also be 
considered. Businesses are encouraged to consider 
projects to reduce food waste or implement food 
waste recycling programs. 

Schools may seek funds for special projects that 
will further a student’s understanding of how to 
reduce the amount of trash sent to the landfill. The 

requests may be for materials and equipment, 
such as recycling bins/carts, videos, books, 
worm (vermicomposting) bins, composters, 

or other waste reduction or recycling 
equipment.

Municipalities seeking to improve 
commercial, curbside, or multifami-

ly recycling programs are encouraged 
to apply. Grant applications for equip-

ment and materials needed to improve 
electronics recycling options in Ogle 
County are also encouraged since most 
electronics have been banned from 
landfills since January of 2012.

These examples are not all inclu-
sive and applicants are encouraged to 

find innovative ways to reduce waste and increase 
what is recycled. The grants may not be used to pay 
for ongoing expenses such as staffing, collection, 
and hauling costs. Priority will be given to new 
applicants. 

All applications will be reviewed by the Ogle 
County Solid Waste Management Department and 
the Ogle County Board Solid Waste Committee. 
Grants will be evaluated based on the following 
criteria: management ability; project quality; project 
impact; realistic goals and expectations; accuracy 
of application; education potential; use of recycled 
content products when available; potential for waste 
stream diversion; and future continuity of project.  

In 2018, Ogle County residents, businesses and 
other entities recycled approximately 31 percent of 
the municipal waste generated in the County. This 
recycling rate is due to the efforts of many individuals 
doing their part to reduce waste and recycle as much 
as possible at home, work and school. The OCSWMD 
urges businesses and other organizations to strive 
to find new ways to reduce waste and increase what 
gets recycled in the county. These grants can help 
make that possible. 

Waste reduction, recycling grants available

SPRINGFIELD — 
The Social Security Admin-
istration launched a new 
Public Service Announce-
ment campaign to contin-
ue warning people about 
the ongoing nationwide 
telephone impersonation 
scheme.

The PSAs feature a 
message from Social Secu-
rity Commissioner Andrew 
Saul. Social Security and 
its Office of the Inspector 
General continue to receive 
reports about fraudulent 
phone calls from people 
falsely claiming to be Social 
Security employees. The 
scammers mislead victims 
into making cash or gift 
card payments for help with 
purported identity theft, or 

to avoid arrest for bogus 
Social Security number 
problems.

“I want every American 
to know that if a suspicious 
caller states there is a prob-
lem with their Social Se-
curity number or account, 
they should hang up and 
never give the caller money 
or personal information.  
People should then go 
online to oig.ssa.gov to 
report the scam call to 
Social Security,” Saul said.

People should also be on 
the lookout for a new ver-
sion of this scam.  Fraud-
sters are now emailing 
fake documents in attempts 
to get people to comply 
with their demands.  Vic-
tims have received emails 

with attached letters and 
reports that appear to be 
from Social Security or 
the OIG.  The letters may 
use official letterhead and 
government jargon to 
convince victims they are 
legitimate; they may also 
contain misspellings and 
grammar mistakes.

The new PSA address-
ing the telephone im-
personation scheme is 
available online at www.
youtube.com/socialsecu-
rity.

 Social Security em-
ployees do occasionally 
contact people — general-
ly those who have ongoing 
business with the agency 
— by telephone for busi-
ness purposes. However, 

Social Security employees 
will never threaten a per-
son, or promise a Social 
Security benefit approval, 
or increase, in exchange 
for information or money.  
In those cases, the call 
is fraudulent and people 
should just hang up.

Generally, the agency 
mainly calls people who 
have recently applied for 
a Social Security benefit, 
someone who is already 
receiving payments and 
requires an update to their 
record, or a person who has 
requested a phone call from 
the agency.  If a person is 
not in one of these situa-
tions, they normally would 
not receive a call from the 
agency.

Social Security launches campaign to fight scammers
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Letters to the Editor

LOCAL VIEWS
Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

Question: 
What was your favorite commercial during the big game on Sunday? Why?

“The one with the guy 
with the mustache. The 
Groundhog’s Day one was 
good too. My sister lives 
in Woodstock and both 
the movie and commercial 
were filmed there.”

Don Mazzanti

“The Bill Murray one was 
great and the Google one 
was very touching. They 
were both really good.”

Karry Pullin

“The Shining Mountain 
Dew commercial, since 
Jack Nicholson and The 
Shining movie are such 
family favorites.”

Susan Tyler

VOICE ON THE STREET

Scott Reeder

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Don Burke  dburke@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                     dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Shirley Reif  sreif@crestfoods.com
Jean Tess  dtess503@comcast.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                             jrvtlv02@msn.com       
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Robert Walsh  bob.walsh@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Brent Tracy  brent.tracy@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board
Mic Brooks mbrooks@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodi Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Jamey Sulser  jsulser@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
Kim Whalen  kwhalen@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Deanne Haub  hobnob67@comcast.net
Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mike Misch  mmfam@live.com
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pitman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Don Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
*Jason Fore  jfore@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

IT doesn’t seem 
like a decade has 
passed since my 

then 4-year-old daughter, 
Grace, announced that her 
luck had run out — and 
something needed to be 
done.

“Daddy, 
I rubbed 
Mr. Lin-
coln’s nose 
for good 
luck two 
weeks ago 
but now my 
luck is all 
gone. We 
need to go to Mr. Lincoln’s 
tomb right away,” she told 
me with more than a bit of 
desperation in her voice. 

With Lincoln’s birth-
day approaching, I got to 
thinking about that long-
ago trip to Springfield’s 
shrine to Illinois’ martyred 
saint.

Going to the tomb 
and rubbing the nose of 
the Abraham Lincoln 
statue for luck is one of the 
more unusual of Illinois’ 
customs. 

Sightseers in the state 
capital notice that the 
nose of Lincoln is shiny 
from visitors’ touches. In 
fact, it’s touched so often 
that a metalsmith periodi-
cally is dispatched to fix 
the nose when a hole is 
rubbed through.

The statue was created 
by Gutzon Borglum, the 
sculptor who also shaped 
Mt. Rushmore.

When you are born 
in Illinois on Lincoln’s 
Birthday, Feb. 12, as I 
was, you quickly become 
immersed in Lincoln lore. 

When I was a kid, I 
read every Lincoln biog-
raphy in the school library, 
had a picture of Honest 
Abe that I’d cut out of 
the Farm Journal thumb 
tacked to my bedroom 
bulletin board and could 
rattle off Lincoln trivia the 
way other boys can recite 
baseball statistics.

When I was 8, I want-
ed to go to Gettysburg — 
not Disney World.

Other states have 
nicknamed themselves 
after their crops, heritage 
or natural attributes.

Illinois, on the other 
hand, is the only one that 
has chosen a person as a 

symbol of state identity 
— thanks to state Sen. 
Fred Hart of Streator, who 
in 1955 sponsored legisla-
tion designating the state 
as the “Land of Lincoln.”

Illinois is a wonderful 
place to live but it lacks a 

strong sense of identity. 
Lincoln seems to be the 
stitch in the fabric that 
holds the state together. 
School children are 
taught at an early age 
to revere Lincoln. My 
second-grade teacher 
told my class how he 
walked five miles to 

return 6 cents to a friend, 
and that is how he came 
to be known as “Honest 
Abe.”

Being a cynical jour-
nalist, I’m more than a 
bit skeptical of such tales. 
But there is no denying 
that myths are part of 
what unites a state. 

When my daughter 
Grace asked to be taken 
to Lincoln’s Tomb on a 
chilly Sunday a decade 
ago, I wasn’t exactly 
thrilled. That tomb just 
plain creeps me out.

Maybe it’s not an idol. 
But it’s certainly a graven 
image many in the Prairie 
State revere.

Folks travel to the 
tomb to lay Lincoln pen-
nies on the headstone of 
the original burial place 
of the Great Emancipator. 

Despite my misgiv-
ings, my daughter contin-
ued to pester me to take 
her to see Mr. Lincoln’s 
tomb.

So, we drove to Oak 
Ridge Cemetery, which is 
just a few minutes from 
our house. Grace scam-
pered to that statue and 
said, “Lift me up, Daddy. 
Lift me.”

After she gave Lin-
coln’s nose a vigorous rub, 
she hit me up for three 
pennies.

She left one at the 
tomb — and kept two for 
herself.

Maybe the nose rubbers 
weren’t the most gullible 
to visit the cemetery that 
day.

Scott Reeder is a vet-
eran statehouse journalist 
and freelance report-
er; ScottReeder1965@
gmail.com. 

Is Lincoln the key 
to state’s identity? Dear Editor,

It was my privilege to again attend the From the 
Heart in Rochelle Saturday night. I have been attend-
ing this event regularly since its inception and 
every year I am inspired by the phenomenal job 
these volunteers, led by Dave Eckhardt, do in 
planning, organizing and executing this event. 

Equally inspiring is the generosity of the 
attendees. The event raised approximately 
$50,000 this year for Ogle County organizations 
including Hub City Senior Center, CASA, Focus 
House, Rochelle Child Care Center, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, Rochelle Area Community Foundation, 
Shining Star Children’s Advocacy Center and Hope of 
Ogle County. Having served on the boards of two of 
these entities over the years I am familiar with the real 
difference that these funds make to the hard-working 

staff of these organizations and the people that they serve. 
I am particularly able to see the significance of this 

in event in my role as Ogle County State’s Attorney.  
CASA, Focus House, Shining Star Children’s 
Advocacy Center and Hope of Ogle County 
have a direct positive impact on the criminal 
and juvenile justice systems in Ogle County. 
Donations to these organizations not only help 
individuals, but also make our community a 
safer place to live. 

I look forward to attending From the Heart 
again next year and would encourage everyone to con-
sider lending their support to this worthy cause.

Very truly yours,

Eric Morrow
Oregon

Inspired by annual event

Dear Editor,
The Rochelle Township High 

School Booster Club had another suc-
cessful year with its chili-pie supper.

A huge thank you goes out to 
Headon’s Fine Meats, the community 
for the overwhelming donations of 
pies and coach Kyle Kissack for his 
famous chili.

Thank you,
The Athletic Booster Club Board and 

Dave Waltrip (concessions)

Chili supper 
successful
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Coffee Break

CALENDAR

FROM THE HEART  
DAILY CASH WINNERS

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Feb. 5
Hazel Nieves

Feb. 7
Lydia Sherburne

Alex Bonilla
Feb. 10

Gene & Judy 
Messer
Feb. 11

Darrell Bolhous
Feb. 12

Jennifer Curtis
Feb. 13

Gabby Villalobos
Feb. 16

Larry Baker
Feb. 18

Sam & Jessica 
South

Feb. 19
Juan Rubio

Feb. 20
Christian Losoya

Feb. 21
Kris Oleson

Feb. 22
Jessica South
Lucy Hazlip

Feb. 26
Natalie Powell

Feb. 27
Beth Bolhous

 
Call 815-561-

2151 to 
submit names 

for 
birthdays and 
anniversaries

Checks to winners will be mailed out at the end of each 
month

Jan. 22 - George Gould (at CHS-Rochelle), $25

Jan. 23 - Jan Heal, Creston, $25

Jan. 24 - From the Heart auction, $25

Jan. 25 - Jodie Hart, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 26 - Kyle Aldridge, Rochelle, $50

Jan. 27 - Jeff Hayenga, Kings, $25

Jan. 28 - Lisa Chidley, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 29 - Denver Alexander, Plainfield, $25

Jan. 30 - Andrew LeFevre (Johnson Tractor), Rochelle, $25

Jan. 31 - Tonja Greenfield, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 1 - Tom Hall, Rochelle, $250

Feb. 2 - Lori Gutierrez, Dixon, $50

Feb. 3 - Tom Hall, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 4 - From the Heart Auction item, $25

Feb. 5 - Debbie Vrana, Princeton, $25

Wed., Feb. 5
1:30 p.m. – Alcoholics 
Anonymous will meet 
at St. Patrick’s Learning 
Center, 903 N. Caron 
Road. (every Wednesday)

Thu., Feb. 6
4:30 to 7:30 p.m. — 
Dinner will be served 
at The Kitchen Table, 
7034 E. Klondike Road. 
The menu is Shepherds 
pie, peas, bread and 
butter. The kids menu is 
peanut butter and jelly, 
corn dog with chips or 
chicken nuggets.  *Menu 
is subject to change. A $5 
donation is suggested.

Mon., Feb. 10
5 to 6 p.m.— Rochelle 
Christian Community 
free Monday supper for 
all in need. The supper is 
served at St. Patrick Parish 
Center, 244 Kelley Drive.

6:30 p.m. – Group Hope 
meets in the RCH Health 
& Wellness Center 
Conference Room. 
Provides support with 
depression and bipolar 
disorder. Affiliated with 
the Rock River Mental 
Health Association. (every 
Monday)

Tue., Feb. 11
4:30 to 7:30 p.m. — 
Dinner will be served 
at The Kitchen Table, 
7034 E. Klondike Road. 
The menu is shrimp 
enchiladas, salad, rice and 
beans. The kids menu is 
peanut butter and jelly, 
corn dog with chips or 
chicken nuggets.  *Menu 
is subject to change. A $5 
donation is suggested.

Wed., Feb. 12
1:30 p.m. – Alcoholics 
Anonymous will meet 
at St. Patrick’s Learning 
Center, 903 N. Caron 
Road. (every Wednesday)

Thu., Feb. 13
4:30 to 7:30 p.m. — 

Dinner will be served at 
The Kitchen Table, 7034 E. 
Klondike Road. The menu 
is hamburger steaks 
with onion mushroom 
gravy, veggies, dinner 
rolls, mashed potatoes. 
The kids menu is peanut 
butter and jelly, corn dog 
with chips or chicken 
nuggets.  *Menu is 

subject to change. A $5 
donation is suggested.

Sat., Feb. 15
4 to 7 p.m. — A spaghetti 
dinner fundraiser for 
R.O.C.K. will be held at 
the First Presbyterian 
Church, 1100 Calvin Road. 
Cost is $10 for adults, $5 
for children aged 6 to 12 

and free for children ages 
five and under. Tickets 
can be purchased at the 
door, online at www.
meetyouatthetop.org, at 
Printing Etc. or by calling 
845-825-2848.

Meetings

Mon., Feb. 10
6:30 p.m. — The Rochelle 
City Council will meet 
in regular session. The 
meeting will be held in 
council chambers at 
Rochelle City Hall.

Tue., Feb. 11
7 p.m. — The Rochelle 
Elementary District 
231 Board will meet in 
regular session. The 
meeting will be held in 
the media center at the 
Rochelle Middle School.

Wed., Feb. 12
7 p.m. — The Hillcrest 
Village Board will meet 
in regular session. The 
meeting will be held at 
Hillcrest Village Hall.

Mon., Feb. 17
6:30 p.m. — The Flagg-
Rochelle Community 
Park Board will meet 
in regular session. The 
board will meet in 
council chambers at 
Rochelle City Hall.

Tue., Feb. 18
5:30 p.m. — The 
Rochelle Township High 
School Board will meet 
in regular session. The 
meeting will be held in 
the board conference 
room at Rochelle 
Township High School. 
Please note that the 
meeting will be held 
on Tuesday instead of 
the normal Monday due 
to the President’s Day 
holiday.

(Submit items for the 
Community Calendar to 
jsimmons@rochellenews-
leader.com)

ROCKFORD — Reilly Wagner, a resident of Ro-
chelle, has been named to the fall 2019 Dean’s List at 
Rockford University.

Students attending Rockford University who earn at 
least a 3.5 GPA with no grades below “C” and having 
completed all requirements for the semester are named 
to the Dean’s List.

ROCHELLE  — 
Robert “Bob” Elliott 
will  be turning 80 
years young on Feb. 6.

His  fami ly  wi l l 
help him celebrate 
privately; however, 
well-wishes may be 
sent to him at 1072 
Westview Drive, Ro-
chelle, IL 61068.

Elliott turning 80

Wagner named 
to Dean’s List
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BY ANDREW HEISERMAN

STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – The Rochelle 

Veterinary Hospital will be hold-

ing an informational open house 

event to discuss the new state law 

requiring all cats that interact with 

humans to be vaccinated against 

rabies. Anyone looking to learn 

more about vaccines, rabies or the 

new state law is urged to attend the 

open house meeting. 

The meeting will be held at the 

Rochelle Veterinary Hospital on 

Thursday, Jan. 30, from 6 to 7 p.m. 

to discuss what rabies is and some 

of the risks it presents to animals 

and humans, why all rabies vaccines 

aren’t created equal and why the state 

has made this change to the law. 

There will also be dinner provided 

as well as speakers Dr. Warren and 

Tracey from Boehringer Ingelheim 

to answer any questions or concerns 

attendees might have. The event is 

free to attend, but the veterinary hos-

pital kindly asks that people RSVP 

by Jan. 28.  They can do so by phone 

at 815-562-5207 or through email at 

rochellevet@mail.com.

“We are excited to educate the 

community a little bit on the vaccines 

and give them a better understanding 

of why there is a change and why the 

state is requiring it now,” explained 

Dr. Marquardt, doctor at Rochelle 

Veterinary Hospital. 

According to the Illinois State Vet-

erinary Medical Association, there 

are about 250 to 300 cases each year, 

and each case is 100 percent fatal to 

the pet. The animals most likely to 

spread the disease are bats, skunks, 

raccoons, foxes and coyotes. While 

these are all outdoor animals, rabies 

can affect indoor cats, since 

many rabid bats are found in 

homes where cats are present. 

Even if someone is looking 

into getting their cat vaccinated, 

the Rochelle Veterinary Hospital 

wants people to be careful since 

there are two different kinds of 

vaccines out there, adjuvant 

and non-adjuvant vaccines. 

Adjuvant vaccines have 

the risk of cats devel-

oping vaccine-

i n d u c e d 

sarcomas, 

a type of 

cancer.  But 

with non-adjuvant 

vaccines, there is no risk 

associated with them. In order to 

provide the safest vaccines possible, 

the Rochelle Veterinary Hospital 

only uses non-adjuvant vaccines. 

SUNDAY

8 0
HIGH

Local 
contribution

A local bank made a con-

tribution to the Rochelle 

Area Community Founda-

tion. See page 2

WEATHER

LOW
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BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 

STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – Thanks to the efforts of three local 

women, a worldwide organization with chapters throughout 

the United States and Europe has recently 

created a local chapter in Ogle County.

100 Women Who Care is an organization 

with 650 county chapters spread across the 

United States and Europe. 100 Women Who 

Care gathers to raise money and make an 

impact on nonprofit organizations located 

within the same county as the chapter. The 

goal of each of the chapters is to donate 

$10,000 to a local charity in one hour, four 

times a year by following a formula from 

the organization. 

“Fundraising takes a lot of hours of leg work on the part 

of the volunteers and with system, only four meetings a 

year, if we can get 100 women members who are willing to 

donate $100 we can raise $10,000 in one hour,” explained 

Deanna Forrest, one of the three founders.

Group members will meet four different times a year 

for one hour each time, where they will each donate $100 

and choose the organization that will receive 

the $10,000 donation. At the meetings, each 

member brings a check for $100. Then mem-

bers nominated organizations to be put into 

a hat to draw from. Three organizations are 

drawn at random at the meeting. 

Nominating members of each of the 

chosen organizations make a 5-minute pre-

sentation about the organization or charity 

for the entire group to vote on which cause 

to support. Once an organization is chosen 

by the group they receive the funds immediately.

See CHAPTER page 4

ROCHELLE – The 

City of Rochelle, in its 

continuing effort to sup-

port the revival and devel-

opment of local business, 

has expanded its Façade 

Improvement Program to 

all business owners and 

operators within the com-

munity.
The city will provide 

a 50 percent matching 

grant, with a maximum 

amount of $5,000 to busi-

ness or building owners 

who complete eligible 

improvements to the fa-

cades of their buildings. 

Improvements must be 

constructed within six 

months of application ap-

proval.

Eligibilities

The city will match 

dollar-for-dollar an own-

er’s investment in eligible 

improvements to the ap-

pearance of their build-

ing’s storefront façade. 

The building or business 

owner who has funded 

most of the improvements 

must apply for and be ap-

proved in order to receive 

the 50 percent matching 

grant. 
All commercially oper-

ated buildings within the 

community are eligible for 

the Façade Improvement 

Program. Only one grant 

will be awarded per build-

ing within a five-year pe-

riod. Only improvements 

to facades that directly 

front a public right-of-way 

are eligible for funding. 

See PROGRAM page 4

Rabies vaccine required for all cats

Local veterinarian office hosting open house to discuss new law

Facade 

program 

open to all 

businesses

Worldwide organization 

now has local chapter
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& The Palmer Banquet Room

Pictured are Rochelle Rotary President Connie Dougherty, Jan. 1 Cash Calendar 

Winner Rosemary VanKirk and From the Heart founder David Eckhardt. VanKirk 

won $1,000 in the Jan. 1  From the Heart Rochelle Rotary Cash Calendar draw-

ing.

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 

STAFF WRITER 

ROCHELLE – The 

first winner of the From 

the Heart Rochelle Ro-

tary Cash Calendar was 

chosen and received her 

check Friday afternoon.

Rosemary VanKirk of 

Rochelle was randomly 

chosen as the winner on 

Jan. 1. Since the first of 

the year is a holiday, the 

winning amount was for 

$1,000, compared to just 

a usual day of $25.

VanKirk said that she 

was very surprised and 

happy when she found 

out that she had won.

See WIN page 4

VanKirk $1,000 richer

(PHOTO BY ANDREW HEISERMAN)
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BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – A multi-family 
apartment building located in the 
200 block of Cherry Avenue near 
downtown Rochelle caught on 
fire Monday afternoon. The Rochelle Fire Department 

received the call of a building 
with smoke coming out of the 
window and one occupant pos-
sibly inside at 12:16 p.m. 

The building on fire is home to 
three families; two of the families 
could not identify if the resident 
in the burning apartment was 
home at the time of the fire.

Rochelle Fire Department 
and Rochelle Police Department 
then began working to locate the 
individual.“We looked all around the 

building and did not find him 
and he was eventually located 

by the Rochelle Police nowhere 
near the burning building,” ex-
plained Rochelle Fire Chief Dave 
Sawlsville. The fire started in the upstairs 

apartment and did not spread to 
any other portions of the build-
ing, but the upstairs apartment 
suffered major fire damage. The 
rest of the building experienced 
smoke and water damage. 

There were no injuries that 
resulted from the fire and no 
other surrounding property was 
damaged.The cause of the fire is still 

under investigation. The total 
cost estimate of damages is ap-
proximately  $30,000. Two individuals will have to 

be displaced due to damages to 
the property. Assisting the Rochelle Fire 

Department were the Ogle-Lee 
Fire Departments.

BY RUSSELL HODGESSTAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE — Con-struction on the new recre-ation center at Helms South remains on schedule as the $14 million project inches toward its targeted Septem-ber 2020 completion.Megan Simon, proj-ect manager at Ringland-Johnson Construction, ad-dressed the Flagg-Rochelle Community Park District Board of Commissioners during its monthly meeting at Rochelle City Hall on Monday. Simon revealed that precast work in the 

swimming area should be 
complete by Wednesday, 
with detailing work begin-ning soon after. Simon also said that 

work is continuing on the 

metal roof deck above 
the community area, with 
the roof deck above the 
swimming pool coming 
this week as well. The next 
three weeks will include 

work on the east side of the 
fieldhouse area, and work-ers will leave an opening 

on the south side of the 
building so the swimming 
pool can be dug out.

“We’ll then be prepping to get 
some temporary power out there 
so we can start working inside, and 
we’ll be pouring slabs by April and 
working on interior walls.”

Megan Simon

“We’re through the first round of the IDPH permit-ting process,” Simon said. “We submitted our swim-ming pool drawings to the IDPH in October and we got their comments back last week… We’ll be continu-ing outside and hopefully getting dried in on the swim-ming pool, community center and fieldhouse. We’ll then be prepping to get some temporary power out there so we can start working inside, and we’ll be pouring slabs by April and working on interior walls.”
See PARK page 4

Precast work nearly complete
Finishing work in swimming area expected to begin late this week

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – Monday 
night’s Rochelle Township 
High School board meeting 
started a bit emotionally as 
retiring band director Ron 
Duval addressed the board 
during public comment.Duval talked about his 36 

years as band director at the 
school and how great it has 
been, even teaching music 
to some of the now board 
members as well as District 
Superintendent Jason Harper. 

“It has been a pleasure to 
teach here and encourage stu-
dents to value their education 
in both music and academics,” 
said Duval. “I have been able 
to provide students the op-
portunity to not only choose 
to participate in band but also 
pursue their other interests.”

Duval will retire after the 
end of this school year in May.Principal reportFollowing the presentation 

from Duval, board members 
passed a motion to approve the 
entire consent agenda includ-
ing minutes for the December 
regular meeting and executive 
session, pay the bills and ap-
prove the treasurer’s report.

Principal Chris Lewis then 
addressed the board, touching 
on the end of the first semester 
and final exams as well as 
freshman seminar.The RTHS freshman class 

seminar aims to help students 
know what classes are neces-
sary to take the following se-
mester, making class selection 
much easier.“The counselors are in one 

of their busier times of the 
year, they are meeting with 

kids in full groups and talking 
to them about what they took 
as freshman and what they are 
going to need to take as sopho-
mores,” Lewis explained.He also explained plans 

to celebrate Martin Luther 
King Jr., both on Monday and 
throughout the week.One of the activities the 

school has planned is a coin 
drive during second hour in 
which the winning class will 
be rewarded with a pizza 
party. Another is playing the 
iconic “I have a dream” speech 
throughout the hallways. Superintendent reportBoard members accepted 

the resignation of English 
teacher Joel Ramsey and ap-
proved the employment of 
Shaun Schaefers as the new 
band and marching band di-
rector for the 2020-21 school 
year.

Business manager Kevin 
Dale also gave a short up-
date on the 2020 budget and 
expenses to-date, saying the 
district has currently used 
approximately 51.9 percent 
of its budget.“Our budget is set at $15.7 

million and we have spent 
just about $8.2 million,” Dale 
explained.Following an executive 

session, board members 
passed a motion to expel a 
student for the remainder of 
the school year. The student 
will be placed in alternative 
schooling for the 2020-21 
school year.The February meeting will 

be held on Tuesday, Feb. 18 
due to Presidents Day falling 
on that Monday. 

Fire forces out two tenants

Plans official for Duval’s retirementBoard hires new band director

(PHOTO BY ANDREW HEISERMAN)

Rochelle and Ogle-Lee firefighters were on the scene of a structure fire 

in the 200 block of Cherry Avenue Monday just after 12 p.m. A fire in 

an upstairs apartment was extinguished without causing fire damage 

to the other apartments. However, portions of the apartment building 

experienced smoke and water damage.
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CHICAGO – The Illinois Department of Financial 
and Professional Regulation has announced that statewide 
adult-use cannabis sales in January totaled $39,247,840.83. 

Dispensaries across the state sold 972,045 items over 
the 31-day period. Sales to Illinois residents totaled 
$30,611,632.22, while sales to out-of-state residents 
totaled $8,636,208.61. A portion of every cannabis sale 
will be reinvested in communities harmed most by the 
failed war on drugs.

“The successful launch of the Illinois’ legal cannabis 
industry represents new opportunities for entrepreneurs 
and the very communities that have historically been 
harmed by the failed war on drugs,” said Toi Hutchinson, 
senior advisor for cannabis control to Gov. Pritzker. “The 
administration is dedicated to providing multiple points 
of entry into this new industry, from dispensary owners 
to transporters, to ensure legalization is equitable and 
accessible for all Illinoisans.”

Last month, the Illinois Department of Agriculture 
(IDOA) released applications for cannabis infuser, craft 
grower and transporter licenses. The applications are 
available on the Department’s website here. IDOA will 
begin accepting completed applications on Friday, Feb. 
14 and all cannabis infuser, transporter and craft Grower 
applications must be submitted by 5 p.m. CST on Monday, 
March 16.

Social equity applicants will receive additional points 
on their application and are eligible to receive technical 
assistance, grants, low-interest loans and fee reductions 
and waivers. In the coming weeks, IDOA will be part-
nering with the Department of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity to provide information workshops across the 
state to answer questions and assist interested applicants. 
Additional information about the timing and location of 
workshops will be available in the coming days.

By JERRY NOWICKI
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

 
SPRINGFIELD  – 

While the information 
for approximately 4,700 
16-year-olds was forward-
ed from the Illinois Secre-
tary of State’s Office to the 
Illinois State Board of Elec-
tions as part of an automatic 
voter registration program, 
no underage people were 
registered to vote, nor did 
they receive information 
about registering to vote, 
according to representa-
tives of those two agencies.

“To be clear, no 16-year-
olds were registered to 
vote,” Henry Haupt, deputy 
press secretary for the secre-
tary of state’s office said in 
a phone call Thursday. “In 
fact, the election authorities 
throughout the state have 
long had a system in place 
preventing them from reg-
istering anyone under age 
to vote.”

Automatic voter reg-
istration became law in 
2017, providing that Illinois 
citizens are automatically 
registered to vote whenever 
they apply for or renew a 
driver’s license unless they 
opt out. Under that system, 
the secretary of state’s office 
shares a database with the 
state elections board.

The transmission of 
16-year-olds’ information 
through that system was 
an issue of policy and not 
related to a previous glitch 
in the voter registration 
system which allowed 545 
self-identified non-citizens 
to register to vote, accord-
ing to officials.

Haupt said even though 
the secretary of state shared 
the information of 16-year-
olds, they did so knowing 
they would not be allowed 
to vote if they did not reach 
the necessary age by the 
date of the next election.

In Illinois, a person who 
is 17 years old is allowed to 
vote in primary elections 
as long as they will turn 18 
by the date of the general 
election.

Haupt said after recent 
discussions with ISBE, 
the secretary of state will 

change its current policy.
“We went ahead and 

met with ISBE and we 
will no longer be sending 
16-year-old registration 
information,” Haupt said. 
“Now we’re just not even 
going to send them that 
information. We’re going to 
cut that out. We’ll just start 
sending it when they’re 17 
years or older.”

Matt Dietrich, the ISBE 
public information officer, 
said in a phone call the agen-
cy noticed a large number 
of applications for 16-year-
olds coming through the 
automatic registration sys-
tem even though they 
were clearly not of age to 
vote. But Dietrich said no 
16-year-old got any further 
in the registration process 
than applying for a driver’s 
license at the secretary of 
state’s office.

“They were never reg-
istered to vote, they were 
never even forwarded to the 
local election authorities,” 
he said.

Still, because the infor-
mation was forwarded by 
the secretary of state, ISBE 
sent letters to all whose 
information was received, 
telling them their voter reg-
istration had been blocked.

“We had noticed that 
we were getting a lot of 
these applications coming 
through and we block those 
automatically,” Dietrich 
said. “Those never went 
on to the local jurisdictions. 
No 16-year-old was ever 
registered to vote. And we 
were sending letters to the 
applicants that basically 
said … ’you’re too young, 
we recently received the 

Policy change: Secretary of state won’t forward 
16-year-olds’ info to voter registration system

No underage voters were registered, instead received letters telling them process was stopped

application. However, un-
der Illinois law and so forth 
and so on.’”

He said the 4,700 num-
ber is approximate because, 
“this never became part of 
our record keeping, because 
we weren’t even supposed 
to see them.”

Dietrich said the issue 
came up at the ISBE meet-
ing this week when board 
members said underage 
persons should not even be 
given the chance to start the 
AVR process when apply-
ing for a license.

He said while he initially 
believed the applications 
were being received as part 
of a glitch, the secretary of 
state’s office clarified that 

their sharing of the informa-
tion was intentional.

“They are no longer 
going to send them to us 
and we are no longer going 
to have to send out letters,” 
he said.

Haupt also noted the 
secretary of state’s office 
was looking into why 
some legally eligible U.S. 
citizens who opted out of 
registration were registered 
to vote anyway through the 
program.

“Hopefully we’ll have 
more information by the 
end of the day,” he said.

In response to the exist-
ing non-citizen registration, 
news reports of the 16-year-
olds being moved through 
the registration system and 
those that opted out of the 
system being registered, 
Senate Republican Leader 
Bill Brady called for a sus-
pension of the automatic 
voter registration system 
Thursday.

“We are asking that 
you suspend this program 
until all “glitches” known 
and unknown are fixed,” 
Brady said in a letter to the 
secretary of state that was 
co-signed by the entire 
Senate Republican caucus.

Rochelle Township High School student Ruby 
Cervantes is registered to vote. Now, 17-year-olds 
can vote. If you are 17-years-old, but will turn 18 
on or before the Election Day on Nov. 3, see Mrs. 
Snyder Chura at the high school to register. When 
the Primary Election arrives (March 17), guess what? 
You get to vote as a 17-year-old. The most recent 
voter law even allows you to leave school (briefly) to 
vote if your academic and extra-curricular schedules 
don’t leave you time in the day. If you are 17 about 
to turn 18, bring your driver’s license/state ID  and 
last four digits of your Social Security number to 
Room E122 at the high school.

In the know“To be clear, no 16-year-olds 
were registered to vote. In 
fact, the election authorities 
throughout the state have 
long had a system in place 
preventing them from 
registering anyone under age 
to vote.”

Henry Haupt

First month adult 
use cannabis sales 
totals announced
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SPORTS HISTORIC MOMENT 
 
Former RTHS bowler Katie Dummer signs 
with the Kishwaukee College program. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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RTHS Dance

Hospitality & Culinary
Feed your
passion for
cooking – start
your career
in Culinary Arts
at Kish!   

C A R E E R  &  T E C H N I C A L  E D U C A T I O N

Feed your passion at Kish. Visit www.kish.edu/culinary

• Small class sizes and fully-stocked
 kitchen workstations
• Create delicious dishes – baking
 and cooking – plus learn proper food
 handling, kitchen and equipment
 safety, knife skills and more
• Earn ServSafe Manager Certification 

90 Days Same As Cash       Mon-Fri 9am-5:00 • Sat 9am-4pm • Sun Closed

429-433 Lincoln Hwy., Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765 • hubcityfurniture.com

01
31

20
17

CCeelleebbrraattee  VVaalleennttiinnee’’ss  DDaayy  wwiitthh  
aa  nneeww  ssooffaa  aanndd  lloovvee  sseeaatt  sseett!!

Several
new styles
in stock!

Sixth in the state
Chellettes complete stellar 2019-20 season at IHSA State Championships

The Rochelle dance team finished sixth in the IHSA 1A State Championship meet at the Grossinger 
Motors Arena in Bloomington this past weekend. The team includes Macy Ramos, Miranda Dubek, Ava McGee, 
Kayden Kannheiser, Kelsey O’Brien, Taylor Ponto, Jasmine Sarabia, Makaila Crump, Jessica Vagle, Kayla 
Keilman, Erin Decker and Sarah Dreska. The girls are coached by Kass Smith.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY RUSSELL HODGES 
SPORTS EDITOR

BLOOMINGTON — 
Hundreds of spectators 
looked on from their seats 
inside the Grossinger Mo-
tors Arena as the lights 
dimmed and the Rochelle 
dance team took the floor 
Friday afternoon for its 
preliminary performance 
at the IHSA State Cham-
pionships.

Dancing to the song 
“Heart Cry” by EDM artist 
Drehz, the Chellettes nailed 
their nearly three-minute 
lyrical jazz routine, scor-
ing more points (88.12) 
than they have during any 
competition this season. 
The pressure of performing 
at the state championships 
didn’t faze the girls, who 
qualified for the finals 
in fourth place out of 30 
schools in Class 1A. It was 
Rochelle’s best state prelim 
score since 2013, when 
the Chellettes qualified in 
second and finished fifth 
overall.

“We were all really 
happy and I think most of 
us were amazed how well 
we performed,” junior 
Makaila Crump said. “We 
were really happy because 
of how much work we’ve 
put in this season. It was 
really shocking to find out 
how we did the first day… 
Overall, we felt like we 

performed better than we 
did at sectionals, and that 
was a relief to us.”

The Rochelle dancers 
returned to the Grossinger 
Motors Arena for the 1A 
finals on Saturday, when 
the Chellettes scored 85.44 
points to place sixth out of 
the 12 qualifying schools, 
landing only one place 
behind the best state finals 
finish in school history. 
The state championships 
capped off an impressive 
season for the Chellettes, 
who placed second in the 
1A DeKalb Sectional and 
took fourth in the Interstate 
8 Conference Champion-
ship.

“We didn’t think we 
were going to make it to the 
second day, so it was crazy 
when we found out we got 
fourth in the prelims,” ju-
nior Jessica Vagle said. “It 
was a really fun weekend. It 
was bittersweet because we 
knew that the first day could 
be our last time performing 
as a team, but we’re happy 
that we were able to make 
it as far as we did.”

Friday and Saturday 
marked the sixth time over 
the last eight seasons that 
Rochelle has performed 
at the IHSA State Cham-
pionships. With only two 
seniors (Erin Decker and 
Sarah Dreska) graduating 
from RTHS this year, the 
Chellettes are optimistic 

about the future of their 
dance program, and they’ll 
be aiming to perform even 
better next season.

“I think knowing it was 
our last time performing 
together really pushed 
us,” sophomore Jasmine 

Sarabia said. “There’s a 
very good outlook for us 
next year because we start 
training again in April and 
we’ll train through this time 
next year. I think we’ll be 
really good next year.”

“I’m really proud of 

how far the girls have 
come,” head coach Kass 
Smith added. “We worked 
really hard over the last 
two weeks to clean up the 
routine and really project 
our performance, and I 
think that’s what allowed 

the girls to go so far. We 
weren’t expecting to move 
on to the finals, but when 
our name was called, we 
all screamed. It was such a 
great experience for us, and 
now we have our goals for 
next year.”

RTHS Boys Basketball

Sycamore surges late to take down Rochelle
Spartans pull away in fourth quarter, beat Hubs 58-47

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle boys basketball 
team entered Saturday’s 
Interstate 8 Conference 
battle against Sycamore 
having fallen to the Spar-
tans twice this season. The 
third time was nearly the 
charm for the purple and 
white, but the Hubs were 
unable to hold on for the 
win.

Rochelle and Syca-
more entered the fourth 
quarter tied 36-36, and 
the Spartans slowly crept 
ahead as the quarter pro-
gressed. Behind senior 
guard Grant McConkey, 
who scored a team-high 
18 points for the Spartans, 
Sycamore outscored Ro-
chelle 22-11 in the final 
quarter to beat the Hubs 
58-47. Rochelle fell to 
12-11 overall and 4-5 in 
the conference.

“I thought the kids were 
ready to play,” head coach 

Senior Landan Martin scored a team-high 18 points 
when Rochelle hosted Sycamore on Saturday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Tim Thompson said. “We 
pressed them early on and 
I thought we wore them 
down, but like the other 
two games, we didn’t 
shoot the ball well enough. 
We felt pretty good enter-
ing the fourth quarter and 
we felt that we could win 
a tight game, but a low-
scoring game was going to 
be more difficult for us to 
handle. Both teams made 
runs in the fourth quarter, 
but they made some big 
plays late in the game.”

Senior Landan Martin 
led the Hubs with 18 
points, while senior Seth 
Gould added 10 points. 
Sycamore forward Xavier 
Gagnepain continued 
to trouble Rochelle on 
the glass, totaling 14 
rebounds and providing 
Sycamore with multiple 
second-chance scoring 
opportunities. 

The Hubs will look to 
get back on track when 
they host Stillman Valley 
on Wednesday at 7 p.m. 

Rochelle will then host 
Plano for a conference 
matchup on Friday at 7 
p.m.

“I thought our effort 
was there and we guarded 
better than we have for 
most of the season,” 
Thompson said. “We can 
battle with some teams 
that are bigger and more 
physical than us. We 
stayed true to ourselves 
defensively, but we were 
beaten on the boards 
again.”

“I thought the kids were ready to play. We 
pressed them early on and I thought we wore 
them down... We felt pretty good entering the 
fourth quarter and we felt that we could win a 
tight game, but a low-scoring game was going 
to be more difficult for us to handle. Both teams 
made runs in the fourth quarter, but they made 
some big plays late in the game.”

Tim Thompson
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

1030 South 7th Street

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

Cappel’s Complete Car Care
1161 S. 7th St., Rochelle, IL
www.cappelscompletecarecare.com

815-561-TIRE (8473)
M-F 8am--5pm • Sat 8am-Noon

BEST PRICE AROUND!
FULL 

SYNTHETIC 
OIL CHANGE

$4599
Up 
to 5 
Quarts

Exp. 6/30/20

Register today at:
February 17

www.kish.edu/visitday

E N V I S I O N
Y O U R  F U T U R E !

at Kish

Attend

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We Can Do That
Postcards

Business Cards
Magazines
Brochures
Yard Signs

Flyers
Posters
Banners

Letterheads
Calendars
Catalogs
Folders

Envelopes
Stickers
Labels

CD/DVD Packing
  litho  digital print & copy  design  large format

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
P: 815.562.7057 • hubprint@hubprint.net

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

Highway 38 • Rochelle, IL

Highway 38 
Rochelle, IL

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

Kenny’s  
Place

Sunday 11am-11pm • Monday-Wednesday 10am-1am
Thursday-Saturday 10am-2am

411 Cherry Ave. • Rochelle, IL • 815-562-6568

#GoHubs#purplepride

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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• Custom 
Embroidery

• Direct to garment 
printing

•Custom Heat 
Transfer

• 1,000’s of 
products 
available

• Fast Turn Around
•No Minimum 

Order

Rochelle’s #1 Stop for all your Custom Logo Wear Needs.
Downtown Rochelle • 815-561-9500 • 926customembroidery@gmail.com

M-F 10-5, Sat. 9-12

HUB SPOTLIGHT

(PHOTO COURTESY OF KISHWAUKEE COLLEGE)

Former Rochelle student-athlete Katie Dummer signed with the Kishwaukee College 
women’s bowling program this past weekend, becoming the first player to sign with 
the new program.

Dummer makes history 
with Kishwaukee signing

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

FORMER Rochelle student-ath-
lete Katie Dummer will be more 
motivated than ever to complete 

her Kishwaukee College education after 
making history this past weekend, becom-
ing the first player to sign with the school’s 
women’s bowling program debuting for 
the 2020-21 year.

Kishwaukee College announced the in-
troduction of three new athletic programs 
this past fall including men’s and women’s 
bowling, men’s and women’s golf and 
eSports. Dummer, who currently studies 
criminal justice at the college, signed her 
National Letter of Intent with the Lady 
Kougars and head coach Ranzy Collins 
over the weekend. The Lady Hub bowling 
standout said she’s excited to join the new 
program and meet her new teammates.

“I’m looking forward to a new ad-
venture,” Dummer said. “I’m looking 
forward to seeing who I’ll be bowling 
with. I’m already there as a student, and 
this gives me more motivation to finish 
my degree… I’m looking into forensics 
and detective work, so I thought it made 
sense to study criminal justice and see 
where that path takes me.”

Dummer enjoyed an excellent four-
year bowling career with Rochelle, 
qualifying for sectionals three times and 
reaching the IHSA State Championship 

her senior season. She currently coaches 
the Lady Hubs as an assistant alongside 
head coach Joey Johanning, who she 
bowls with during the Thursday Night 
Classic League at T-Byrd Lanes. 

Dummer also works with local youth 
league bowlers in Rochelle, and she said 
the perspective she’s gained from coach-
ing has given her a new insight into the 
sport.

“Coaching has been great,” Dummer 
said. “Joey’s been a key person in my 
bowling career and he’s a friend in life. 
We see each other when we bowl on 
Thursdays and we mess with each other a 
lot… He’s made a very big impact on my 
life, both personally and in bowling, and 
it’s been a great time coaching with him… 
Having a coach’s mentality has shown 
me how the sport can be frustrating, but 
it’s also helped my mental game a lot.”

Dummer had originally committed to 
bowling at Highland Community College 
after high school, but a busy work and 
school schedule prompted her to leave 
the program and transfer to Kishwaukee 
College for academics. Armed with a 
second chance to compete collegiately, 
Dummer is aiming to make the most of her 
new opportunity with the Lady Kougars.

“I’m looking forward to a whole new 
atmosphere and having a whole different 
mindset,” Dummer said. “I think bowl-
ing at Kishwaukee College will be good 
for me.”
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SPORTS

Lady Crusader basketball team takes second at Zion Lutheran Tournament
The St. Paul Lutheran School girls basketball team competed at the Zion Lutheran 
Tournament in Marengo this past weekend, taking second place out of 12 
programs. The Lady Crusaders advaned to the championship game, falling 23-22 

against Rockford Lutheran in a close battle. The girls are coached by Tim Hayden 
and Sherry Murphy, and the team includes Abby Metzger, Emma Kennay, Erin 
Murphy, Alivia Henkel, Molly Boehm, Meredith Bruns and Taelynn Rodeghero.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

St. Paul Lutheran School

RTHS Girls Bowling

Rochelle Wrestling Club

Junior Hubs claw through Lemont Bears Bash
Gensler, Tourdot bring home first-place finishes for Rochelle

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

LEMONT  — The 
Rochelle Wrestling Club 
crowned two champions 
during the Lemont Bears 
Bash on Sunday, Feb. 2. 
Senior Division grapplers 

Grant Gensler and Tommy 
Tourdot both went unde-
feated to claim champion-
ships in their respective 
brackets.

Two Rochelle kids com-
peted in the Tots Division 
including Nehemiah An-
dronic and Danny Johnson, 

who both finished fourth in 
their respective brackets. 
Brantley Koenig and Gar-
rett Miller represented the 
Junior Hubs in the Ban-
tam Division, with both 
wrestlers going 1-1 over 
two matches. Miller took 
second in his bracket, while 

Koenig finished third.
Zachary Johnson and 

Aidan Lopez fought in 
the Intermediate Division, 
with Johnson (2-1) notch-
ing a second-place finish 
and Lopez (2-1) earning 
a third-place finish. Four 
RWC kids battled in the 

Novice Division including 
Tony Milburn (2-1) and Ro-
man Villalobos (2-1), who 
took third in their brack-
ets. Brenden Voight (2-1) 
placed fifth and Boone 
Alderks (1-2) was sixth.

Gensler (3-0) and Tour-
dot (3-0) led the Junior 

Hubs in the Senior Divi-
sion with first-place titles. 
Xavier Villalobos (2-1) 
and Kaiden Morris (2-1) 
each finished fifth in their 
respective brackets. Ro-
chelle will next compete 
in the Batavia Classic on 
Sunday, Feb. 16.

Lady Hubs finish fifth at I-8 Championship meet
Mickley earns All-Conference Honorable Mention for season

The Rochelle girls bowling team finished fifth in the Interstate 8 Conference Championship at Mardi Gras Lanes on Tuesday. Above from 
left to right are Carly Summers, Cassie Moore, Anna Samo, Kiya Porter, Alyssa Mickley and Alyssa Schwanert.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

DEKALB — Sopho-
more Alyssa Mickley led 
the Rochelle girls bowling 
team to a fifth-place finish 
in the Interstate 8 Con-
ference Championship 
at Mardi Gras Lanes on 
Tuesday. Mickley earned 
an All-Conference Hon-
orable Mention for the 
season, and she totaled 
a team-high 1,054 series 
over six games in the 
tournament. The Lady 
Hubs knocked down 4,861 
total pins.

“Alyssa has done a 
great job of building more 
consistency this season,” 
head coach Joey Johan-
ning said. “She doesn’t let 
one bad game affect her 
and she stays even-keeled 
throughout every series 
she bowls… Her consis-
tency and her mindset 
have been huge for her.”

The Rochelle bowlers 
grew stronger as their 
first series progressed, 
recording team scores of 
761, 802 and 894 over the 
first three games. Mickley 
and sophomore teammate 
Alyssa Schwanert were 
neck-and-neck during the 

first half of the tournament, 
with Schwanert notching 
a 525 series and Mickley 
following with a 524 series 
and a high game of 201.

“The girls bowled really 
well,” Johanning said. “We 
picked up a lot of our spares 

today. We always preach 
about picking up spares, 
and those went a long way 
for us today.”

The Lady Hubs worked 
through the second half of 
the tournament in a similar 
fashion to how they opened 

the afternoon, rolling team 
scores of 750, 777 and 
877 to close out the meet. 
Mickley led Rochelle 
with a 530 series and a 
high score of 208, while 
Schwanert added a 477 
series and a high score of 

188. The Lady Hubs will 
begin their postseason 
run in the IHSA Dixon 
Regional at Plum Hollow 
Lanes on Saturday, Feb. 8 
at 9 a.m. 

“We’re definitely going 
to have a tough regional,” 

Johanning said. “But for 
us, it goes back to the 
fundamentals. We need 
to pick our spares up and 
every pin matters. The 
strikes will come for us, 
but converting those spares 
will be paramount.”
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1140 N. 7th St.
Rochelle, IL

815-561-2337

1001 S. Main Street
Rochelle, IL 61068

Ashton | Rochelle | Oregon
central-bank.com

815.562.5571

Community Unity

By Supporting These             Businesses

ACCOUNTING SERVICES
Walters Accounting Inc.
604 N. Main #2
815.561.8979
walterstax.com

AGRICULTURAL SERVICES
Johnson Tractor
1030 S. 7th St.
815.562.2135
johnsontractorrochelle.stihldealer.net

ANIMAL HEALTH SERVICE
Rochelle Veterinary Hospital
1381 N 7th, Ste. a
815.562.5207
rochellevet.com

ATTORNEYS
James G. Ahlberg
501 6th Ave.
815.562.4443
ahlberglaw.net

Fearer, Nye & Chadwick 
Attorneys and Counselors
420 4th Ave
815.562.2156
fearer-nye.com

Hewitt & Wagner - Attorneys at Law
1124 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.2704
hewitt-wagner.com

Tess & Crull Law - Attorneys at Law
1090 N 7th St
815.562.8754
tesscrulllaw.com

AUTOMOTIVE
Atlas Auto
1400 N 7th St
815.562.7433
atlasautoinc.com

Body Werks
636 S 7th St
815.562.4747
bodyshoprochelle.com

Butitta Brothers  Automotive
707 E Flagg Rd
815.561.3636
butitta.com

Cappel’s Complete Car Care
1161 S 7th St
815.561.8473
cappelscompletecarcare.com

AUTOMOTIVE
Jeff Perry of Rochelle
1260 N 7th St,
815.562.8787
jeffperryauto.com

Masterbend of Rochelle
221 Powers Rd
815.562.2465

Prescott Brothers Ford
620 S 7th St,
815.562.2177
prescottbrothersford.com

Rochelle Motor Sales
1301 N 7th St
815.562.7609
rochellemotorsales.com

Super-Lube
1361 N 7th St,
815.562.6476
superlube.com

Zip’s Auto Body , Inc
1033 S 7th St
815.562.5133
zipsautobody.com

CAR WASH/ PET WASH
Hub City Car Wash
1185 N 7th St
815.562.2611

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Flagg-Rochelle Park District
735 N 2nd St
815.562.7813
rochelleparkdistrict.org

Flagg Township Museum
518 4th Ave
815.562.3040

Hub City Senior Center
401 Cherry Ave
815.562.5050
hubcityseniorcenter.com

Rochelle Chamber  
Of Commerce
1221 Currency Ct Suite A
815.562.4189
therochellechamber.com

V.F.W Post 3878
318 4th Ave
815.562.3878
www.vfw.org

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
Aldo’s Pizzeria and The Red Brick Pub
418 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.3456
aldospizzaandpubrochelle.restaurant

Alfano’s Pizzeria & Italian Restaurant
1115 Turkington Terrace
815.562.3312
alfanospizza.com

Culver’s of Rochelle
1060 S Dement Rd
815.561.9720
culvers.com

Dog Hub
134 May Mart Dr
815.561.0001
dog-hub.com

Kenny’s Place
411 Cherry Ave
815.562.6568

Mc Donald’s
1120 Hwy. 251 I N.
892 Ranger Road
mcdonalds.com

Rabbit’s Foot
1244 N. 7th Street
815.561.6541

Salt 251 Bar/Restaurant & The Palmer 
Banquet Room
531 S 7th St
815.561.2727
salt251.com

T-Byrd Lanes
1172 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.4822
tbyrdlanes.com

Tecalitlan Restaurant
1071 N Caron Rd
815.561.7576
restauranttecarochelle.com

Wendy’s
855 E. Hwy 38
815.562.5062
wendys.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Central Illinois  Loans
310 Eagle Dr
815.561.4035
centralillinoisloans.com

Central Bank
340 May Mart Dr
815.562.5571
central-bank.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES
First State Bank
304 E Hwy 38
815.562.2200
firststatebank.biz

Graber Financial Group
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

Stillman Bank
455 IL-38
815.562.7071
stillmanbank.com

FLOWERS AND GIFTS
Colonial Flower Shoppe  & Gifts
408 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.8101
floristrochelleil.com

Rochelle Community Hospital Auxiliary 
Gift Shop
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181
rochellehospital.com

FUNERAL SERVICES
Beverage Lyons Family Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services
704 6th St
815.562.6872
beveragelyonsfamilyfh.com

FURNITURE
Hub City Furniture
429 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.8765
hubcityfurniture.com

Meyers Furniture
209 Powers Road Hwy 251 North
815.562.8792
meyersfurniture.com

HEALTH SERVICES
Changes Counseling, LLC
604 N Main St
815.501-2088
changescounselingllc.com

DLX Medical Group
Dr. Diana Alanis, MD
Melissa Inman, NP
1118 Turkington Terrace
815.227-9594

Midwest Physical Therapy
513 4th Ave
815.561.8786
midwest-physicaltherapy.com

Rochelle Chiropractic  - Dr. Chad Piller
227 E. Hwy 38
815.562.8706
rochellechiropractic.com

Rochelle Community Hospital
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181
rochellehospital.com

Rochelle Pharmacy
314 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.4444
rochellerx.com

Salinas Chiropractic
1381 N 7th St .,Suite C
815.562.6661
salinaschiroandwellness.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTS & 
CONTRACTORS
ALM Fine Cabinetry Inc.  &  
All Things New & Used Furniture, LLC
314 N 6th St
815.562.6667
almfinecabinetry.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTS & 
CONTRACTORS
Anderson Plumbing & Heating
621 1st Ave
815.562.8784
andersonplumbingheatingcooling.com

Bruns Construction, Inc.
PO Box 400
815.561.0099
brunsconstructioninc.com

Hull HVAC & Household Services
815.561.6551
hullhvac.com

Pemberton Plumbing, Heating  
& Cooling, Inc.
815.561.6119
pembertonplumbingheating.com

HOUSING ( ADULT )
Lincoln Manor
615 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.1404
lssi.org

HOTEL & TRAVEL
Holiday Inn Express
1240 N Dement Rd
815.562.9994
ihg.com

INDUSTRIES  
Boise Cascade
600 Timber Ln
815.562.3366
bc.com

ClarkDietrich
501 S Steward Rd # 100
815.561.2360
clarkdietrich.com

MightyVine
222 Centerpoint Dr
312.432.6568
mightyvine.com

Rochelle Foods  
1001 S Main St
815.562.4141
hormelfoods.com

INSURANCE
Allstate
Dement Rd

Country Financial
519 4th Ave
815.562.8164
countryfinancial.com

Dimond Bros. Insurance  
401 N Main St
815.562.5596
dimondbros.com

State Farm Insur ance - Shane Huber
1211 Currency Ct
815.562.7011
shanehuber.com

State Farm Insurance - Terri Schaefer
603 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.7063
terrischaefer.com

LOCKSMITH
Security Lock Inc.
1001 1st Ave
815.562.4648
lockpros.com

PEST CONTROL
Omega Pest Control
815.562.2005
omegapestcontrol-il.com

PRINTING AND/OR WEB DESIGN  
Hub Printing
101 Maple Ave
815.562.7057
hubprinting.net

Printing, Etc.
1135 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.6151
printingetc1.com

Rochelle News-Leader
211 Hwy 38
815.562.4171
rochellenews-leader.com • newsmediadigital.com

REAL ESTATE
Hayden Real Estate  
221 E. Hwy 38
815.562.2111
haydenreinc.com

RE/Max Hub City
361 W. Rt. 38
815.562.7588
remax.com

Weichert Realtors
1218 Currency Ct
815.561.8595
weichert.com

REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS
Bearrows Real Estate & Auction Co.
361 W. Il Route 38
815.562.5113
bearrows.com

RENTAL PROPERTIES
Lida Lake Estates
433 Willis Ave., Apt. #11
815.561.0526
lidalakeestates.wixsite.com/lidalakeestates

Seldal Properties
815.561.6243
seldalproperties.com

RETAIL/ SPECIALTY SHOPS
926 Custom Embroidery
Downtown Rochelle
815.561.9500
926-custom-embroidery.business.site

Liquor ‘N’ Wine
1140 N 7th St,
815.561.2337
liquornwine.net

Needles Quilting & Yarn
430 Lincoln Hwy
815.384.2107
needlesrochelle.com

SURVEY
Survey Tech
104 Maple Ct
815.562.8771

TIRES
Alderks Tire Service  
311 N 7th St,
815.562.4644
alderkstireservice.business.site

Tire Tracks
1320 N 7th St
815.562.7777
tiretracksusa.com

TOBACCO & ALCOHOL
Rochelle Tobacco “N” Liquor
222 May Mart Drive
815.561.9571
rochelletobacco.com
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1140 N. 7th St.
Rochelle, IL

815-561-2337

1001 S. Main Street
Rochelle, IL 61068

Ashton | Rochelle | Oregon
central-bank.com

815.562.5571

Community Unity

By Supporting These             Businesses

ACCOUNTING SERVICES
Walters Accounting Inc.
604 N. Main #2
815.561.8979
walterstax.com

AGRICULTURAL SERVICES
Johnson Tractor
1030 S. 7th St.
815.562.2135
johnsontractorrochelle.stihldealer.net

ANIMAL HEALTH SERVICE
Rochelle Veterinary Hospital
1381 N 7th, Ste. a
815.562.5207
rochellevet.com

ATTORNEYS
James G. Ahlberg
501 6th Ave.
815.562.4443
ahlberglaw.net

Fearer, Nye & Chadwick 
Attorneys and Counselors
420 4th Ave
815.562.2156
fearer-nye.com

Hewitt & Wagner - Attorneys at Law
1124 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.2704
hewitt-wagner.com

Tess & Crull Law - Attorneys at Law
1090 N 7th St
815.562.8754
tesscrulllaw.com

AUTOMOTIVE
Atlas Auto
1400 N 7th St
815.562.7433
atlasautoinc.com

Body Werks
636 S 7th St
815.562.4747
bodyshoprochelle.com

Butitta Brothers  Automotive
707 E Flagg Rd
815.561.3636
butitta.com

Cappel’s Complete Car Care
1161 S 7th St
815.561.8473
cappelscompletecarcare.com

AUTOMOTIVE
Jeff Perry of Rochelle
1260 N 7th St,
815.562.8787
jeffperryauto.com

Masterbend of Rochelle
221 Powers Rd
815.562.2465

Prescott Brothers Ford
620 S 7th St,
815.562.2177
prescottbrothersford.com

Rochelle Motor Sales
1301 N 7th St
815.562.7609
rochellemotorsales.com

Super-Lube
1361 N 7th St,
815.562.6476
superlube.com

Zip’s Auto Body , Inc
1033 S 7th St
815.562.5133
zipsautobody.com

CAR WASH/ PET WASH
Hub City Car Wash
1185 N 7th St
815.562.2611

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Flagg-Rochelle Park District
735 N 2nd St
815.562.7813
rochelleparkdistrict.org

Flagg Township Museum
518 4th Ave
815.562.3040

Hub City Senior Center
401 Cherry Ave
815.562.5050
hubcityseniorcenter.com

Rochelle Chamber  
Of Commerce
1221 Currency Ct Suite A
815.562.4189
therochellechamber.com

V.F.W Post 3878
318 4th Ave
815.562.3878
www.vfw.org

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
Aldo’s Pizzeria and The Red Brick Pub
418 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.3456
aldospizzaandpubrochelle.restaurant

Alfano’s Pizzeria & Italian Restaurant
1115 Turkington Terrace
815.562.3312
alfanospizza.com

Culver’s of Rochelle
1060 S Dement Rd
815.561.9720
culvers.com

Dog Hub
134 May Mart Dr
815.561.0001
dog-hub.com

Kenny’s Place
411 Cherry Ave
815.562.6568

Mc Donald’s
1120 Hwy. 251 I N.
892 Ranger Road
mcdonalds.com

Rabbit’s Foot
1244 N. 7th Street
815.561.6541

Salt 251 Bar/Restaurant & The Palmer 
Banquet Room
531 S 7th St
815.561.2727
salt251.com

T-Byrd Lanes
1172 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.4822
tbyrdlanes.com

Tecalitlan Restaurant
1071 N Caron Rd
815.561.7576
restauranttecarochelle.com

Wendy’s
855 E. Hwy 38
815.562.5062
wendys.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Central Illinois  Loans
310 Eagle Dr
815.561.4035
centralillinoisloans.com

Central Bank
340 May Mart Dr
815.562.5571
central-bank.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES
First State Bank
304 E Hwy 38
815.562.2200
firststatebank.biz

Graber Financial Group
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

Stillman Bank
455 IL-38
815.562.7071
stillmanbank.com

FLOWERS AND GIFTS
Colonial Flower Shoppe  & Gifts
408 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.8101
floristrochelleil.com

Rochelle Community Hospital Auxiliary 
Gift Shop
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181
rochellehospital.com

FUNERAL SERVICES
Beverage Lyons Family Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services
704 6th St
815.562.6872
beveragelyonsfamilyfh.com

FURNITURE
Hub City Furniture
429 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.8765
hubcityfurniture.com

Meyers Furniture
209 Powers Road Hwy 251 North
815.562.8792
meyersfurniture.com

HEALTH SERVICES
Changes Counseling, LLC
604 N Main St
815.501-2088
changescounselingllc.com

DLX Medical Group
Dr. Diana Alanis, MD
Melissa Inman, NP
1118 Turkington Terrace
815.227-9594

Midwest Physical Therapy
513 4th Ave
815.561.8786
midwest-physicaltherapy.com

Rochelle Chiropractic  - Dr. Chad Piller
227 E. Hwy 38
815.562.8706
rochellechiropractic.com

Rochelle Community Hospital
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181
rochellehospital.com

Rochelle Pharmacy
314 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.4444
rochellerx.com

Salinas Chiropractic
1381 N 7th St .,Suite C
815.562.6661
salinaschiroandwellness.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTS & 
CONTRACTORS
ALM Fine Cabinetry Inc.  &  
All Things New & Used Furniture, LLC
314 N 6th St
815.562.6667
almfinecabinetry.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTS & 
CONTRACTORS
Anderson Plumbing & Heating
621 1st Ave
815.562.8784
andersonplumbingheatingcooling.com

Bruns Construction, Inc.
PO Box 400
815.561.0099
brunsconstructioninc.com

Hull HVAC & Household Services
815.561.6551
hullhvac.com

Pemberton Plumbing, Heating  
& Cooling, Inc.
815.561.6119
pembertonplumbingheating.com

HOUSING ( ADULT )
Lincoln Manor
615 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.1404
lssi.org

HOTEL & TRAVEL
Holiday Inn Express
1240 N Dement Rd
815.562.9994
ihg.com

INDUSTRIES  
Boise Cascade
600 Timber Ln
815.562.3366
bc.com

ClarkDietrich
501 S Steward Rd # 100
815.561.2360
clarkdietrich.com

MightyVine
222 Centerpoint Dr
312.432.6568
mightyvine.com

Rochelle Foods  
1001 S Main St
815.562.4141
hormelfoods.com

INSURANCE
Allstate
Dement Rd

Country Financial
519 4th Ave
815.562.8164
countryfinancial.com

Dimond Bros. Insurance  
401 N Main St
815.562.5596
dimondbros.com

State Farm Insur ance - Shane Huber
1211 Currency Ct
815.562.7011
shanehuber.com

State Farm Insurance - Terri Schaefer
603 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.7063
terrischaefer.com

LOCKSMITH
Security Lock Inc.
1001 1st Ave
815.562.4648
lockpros.com

PEST CONTROL
Omega Pest Control
815.562.2005
omegapestcontrol-il.com

PRINTING AND/OR WEB DESIGN  
Hub Printing
101 Maple Ave
815.562.7057
hubprinting.net

Printing, Etc.
1135 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.6151
printingetc1.com

Rochelle News-Leader
211 Hwy 38
815.562.4171
rochellenews-leader.com • newsmediadigital.com

REAL ESTATE
Hayden Real Estate  
221 E. Hwy 38
815.562.2111
haydenreinc.com

RE/Max Hub City
361 W. Rt. 38
815.562.7588
remax.com

Weichert Realtors
1218 Currency Ct
815.561.8595
weichert.com

REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS
Bearrows Real Estate & Auction Co.
361 W. Il Route 38
815.562.5113
bearrows.com

RENTAL PROPERTIES
Lida Lake Estates
433 Willis Ave., Apt. #11
815.561.0526
lidalakeestates.wixsite.com/lidalakeestates

Seldal Properties
815.561.6243
seldalproperties.com

RETAIL/ SPECIALTY SHOPS
926 Custom Embroidery
Downtown Rochelle
815.561.9500
926-custom-embroidery.business.site

Liquor ‘N’ Wine
1140 N 7th St,
815.561.2337
liquornwine.net

Needles Quilting & Yarn
430 Lincoln Hwy
815.384.2107
needlesrochelle.com

SURVEY
Survey Tech
104 Maple Ct
815.562.8771

TIRES
Alderks Tire Service  
311 N 7th St,
815.562.4644
alderkstireservice.business.site

Tire Tracks
1320 N 7th St
815.562.7777
tiretracksusa.com

TOBACCO & ALCOHOL
Rochelle Tobacco “N” Liquor
222 May Mart Drive
815.561.9571
rochelletobacco.com
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

Want To Teach Your Kids About 
Responsibility?

The Rochelle News-Leader has five
openings for newspaper carriers.

• Must be 10 years or over
• 3 deliveries per week
• Most routes take less 
than 45 minutes
• No collecting
• A great place to 
teach your child about 
responsibility - and the 
rewards ofearning  
their own spending money
• Adult carriers are 
welcome, too!

12082019

Contact Wanda at the 
Rochelle News-Leader 

office
211 E. Hwy. 38, 

561-2112

ROUTE 13-14
NORTH 6TH ST & 7TH ST. AND 

AVENUES IN BETWEEN
ROUTE 24-25

SOUTH MAIN, SOUTH 1ST, SOUTH 
2ND, SOUTH 3RD STREETS

ROUTE 16
CHERRY AVE., 200-700 BLOCK 

LINCOLN HWY., 100-700 BLOCK N. 
MAIN ST., WASHINGTON ST.

ROUTE 28
SOUTHVIEW DR., WILLIS AVE., LAKE 

LIDA LN.
ROUTE 37

MILL POND DR., BROOKSTONE DR., 
SUNSET LN., SHADY PASS, 

FLAGG CENTER

Part-time Cleaner 
wanted.  

Reliable, self-starter, 
with previous 

commercial cleaning 
experience.  Evening 

hours.  Pay Range 
$10-15 per hour.  

Call 
815 756 9577 ext. 122

02022020

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

China Cabinet for 
Dining Room. Good 
Condition. $50.00 or 
Best Offer. 630-965-
1470 (02-05-20)

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

315  315  
WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY
 

WANTED: Coin 
operated machines, 
slot machines, 
pinball, arcade, trade 
simulators, jukeboxes. 
Working or not working. 
815-397-6586.

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT
 
ROCHELLE: CLEAN, 
Quiet, No Pets/
Smoking. Parking in 
Rear. Coin Laundry. 
630-858-4180. (02-19-
20)

ROCHELLE 
PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT
All size rental 

properties
Residential & 
Commercial

Rochelle, Ottawa and 
surrounding area.
Call 815-562-7368
www.rochelleproperty.com 02

17
20

19

 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.
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SPORTS

Commercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Heating & Air Conditioning

HULL 
        HVAC & Household Services 

Furnaces      -       Air Conditioners       -       Boilers 

815-561-6551 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Precision Furnace 

$70.00 
Expires: 04/30 www.HullHVAC.com 

Clean & Check 
Ask about our complete 
home duct cleaning and  

fogging services. 

get a FREE carbon monoxide test. 

plus 

Duct Cleaning         -         Water Heaters 

O’RORKE
Construction Services, Inc.

Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial Building
a

aService from a local contractor with 25 years in business 
aLicensed and insured services
aSuperior workmanship and materials
aEnhanced lifetime limited transferable roofing warranty

(covering materials & labor)
aNEW DELIVERY SERVICE: Rock & dirt upon request
a a a a

Like us

815.562.8254          104 Maple Court, Rochelle

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product or 

service you offer? Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 
We can reach over 9,000 homes!

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

T-Byrd Lanes

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Local high school, youth league bowlers earn USBC awards

T-Byrd Lanes awards six local bowlers with league awards recently. Nathan 
Vaupel (6), Matthew Wentz (7) and Faith Totzke (8) each received High School 
Bowler of the Week honors, while Drew Sanders was named December High 

School Bowler of the Month. Kiera Hopp (November) and Cassidy Vincent 
(December) both took home Youth League Bowler of the Month awards. The 
winners are pictured above from top left to bottom right.
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ON THE FARM

In CASE you didn’t know...
CASE IH... better equipment, better 

farming!

• SALES • PARTS • SERVICE
Call Today!

09042019

877.613.3050 or 815-562-8777
104 Oak Ave., Rochelle, IL     mortonbuildings.com

BUILT FOR GENERATIONS

• Residential • Farm • Equestrian 
• Commercial • Community • Repairs

09042018

STORE HOURS:
M-F 8am-Noon, 

1pm-5pm

Discover The Difference. Call Today!

Avoid Down Times

TIRE SERVICE
311 N. 7th St., Rochelle

562-4644
Travis Brown, Mgr.

Auto | Truck | Tractor
• On The Farm Service

• New & Used Tires
• Wheel Balancing

01092019

THERE was 
lots of talk last 
month about 

a government shut-
down and not passing a 
federal budget. All for 
not as both Republicans 
and Democrats came to 
agreement on a spend-
ing bill. Most likely 
the only thing they will 
come to agreement on. 
Seems like watching 
things in D.C. is like 
watching a bad boxing 
match.

A few things in the 
spending bill benefit 
agriculture.

Legislation to fund 
the U.S. government in 
2020 included several 
tax provisions im-
portant to farmers and 
ranchers. At the top of 
the list is permanent 
repeal of the Health In-
surance Tax, which was 
enacted as part of the 
Affordable Care Act.

The Health Insur-
ance Tax has increased 
health insurance costs 
for farmers, ranchers 
and other small busi-

nesses by imposing a 
levy on the net premi-
ums of health insurance 
companies, which is 
then passed on to con-
sumers.

The spending bill 
(H.R. 1865) 
also ret-
roactively 
reinstates and 
extends tax 
incentives 
for biodiesel 
and renew-
able biodies-
el through 
Dec. 31, 2022, and tax 
credits for second-gen-
eration biofuels through 
2020.

In many rural areas 
of the country, [biodies-
el and other biofuel] 
production facilities are 
a driving force in local 
economies that provide 
employment oppor-
tunities and broaden 
the local tax base. In 
addition, all citizens, 
including farmers who 
are large fuel con-
sumers, benefit when 
our nation reduces its 

dependence on unpre-
dictable international 
oil markets.

An extension 
through 2020 of the tax 
credit for alternative re-
fueling property is also 
included in the bill.

In addition, the 
measure retroactively 
restores and extends 
through Dec. 31, 2022, 
the 50% tax credit 
for short line railroad 
maintenance. Short line 
railroads are first- and 
last-mile carriers that 
connect small towns, 
farms and factories to 
the national rail net-
work, creating jobs and 
stimulating economic 
growth in thousands of 
local communities.

Farmers and ranch-
ers need efficient and 
cost-effective rail 
transportation for the 
delivery of equipment, 
seed, fertilizer and oth-
er inputs and to move 
the food, fiber and fuel 
products they produce 
to market. An efficient 
rail system reduces the 

prices farmers pay for 
supplies and greatly 
expands domestic mar-
ket access and access 
to ports for export to 
foreign markets.

The spending bill 
also allows rural elec-
tric cooperatives to 
maintain their tax-ex-
empt status when they 
receive grants for such 
things as expanding 
broadband or restoring 
power after storms and 
disasters; extends the 
Craft Beverage Mod-
ernization Act for one 
year, until Dec. 31, 
2020; and extends the 
wind energy Production 
Tax Credit through De-
cember 2020 and raises 
the value of the PTC to 
1.5 cents/kilowatt hour.

*******
If you are a live-

stock producer do not 
forget the upcoming 
certified livestock 
managers workshops 
fast approaching.

Workshops will be 
held on Feb. 19 at the 
DeKalb County Farm 

BLOOMINGTON — Seventy percent of U.S. 
farmland will likely change hands during the next two 
decades. With estimates as high as half of American 
farmers operating without an estate plan, Illinois Farm 
Bureau (IFB) and COUNTRY Financial are set to 
provide valuable Farm Legacy Seminars to aid them 
as plans are made for the next generation.

The two organizations will host three farm legacy 
information meetings in February of 2020. The semi-
nars will provide current and prospective IFB members 
and COUNTRY Financial clients with tools, protection 
and ongoing support essential to legacy planning, in 
order to allow them to keep their farm in the family 
amid today’s financial challenges.

“Illinois farm families face a series of issues, 
including rising costs in agriculture and surviving 
financial stress year to year, that may pull their focus 
away from planning for the future of the farm,” said 
IFB President Richard Guebert Jr. “This meeting 
series will realign that focus in sharing the resources 
and knowledge they need to have those conversations 
and preserve their farm legacy.”

Each meeting will include a keynote presentation 
by Dr. Ron Hanson, Harlan agribusiness professor 
emeritus at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and 
professional speaker on farm legacy planning. 

“It is never too early for farm family members to 
begin a legacy planning process for their farm,” said 
Dr. Hanson. “Most often, farm families make the 
mistake of waiting until it is too late or after some-
thing unexpected happens. That is never the best time 
to make good objective decisions. It’s important to 
develop and implement a business succession plan 
now to continue a family farming legacy for future 
generations.”

Hanson has been a recipient of 31 university and 
national awards throughout his 46-year agribusiness 
teaching and advising career. Following Dr. Hanson’s 
talk, farm legacy planning support will be explained 
and offered by COUNTRY Financial Specialists and 
Planning Support Manager, Joe Buhrmann.

“Legal documents and adequate protection are a 
solid start to the conversation,” stated Buhrmann.  
“Equally important, though is having the entire family 

take part in the conversation. Having a plan will ensure 
that what you want to have happen will happen.  At 
COUNTRY, our team of planning professionals have 
been helping farming families keep the farm in the 
family for over 50 years. What you’ve built with your 
hands, your head, and your heart is too important to 
leave to chance.  We’re excited to partner with profes-
sionals like Dr. Hanson and the Illinois Farm Bureau 
to help farm families collectively begin this important 
conversation and process.”

Meetings are set to take place in northern, central and 
southern Illinois. The 2-hour seminars will each begin at 
5 p.m. with dinner. Dates and locations are as follows:

Feb. 25: Hickory Grove Banquet and Conference 
Center, Rochelle

Feb. 26: I-Hotel and Conference Center, Champaign
Feb. 27: Kokopelli Golf Club, Marion
*Dr. Hanson will be available before or after the 

event for media availability. Please contact acasali@
ilfb.org or chris.coplan@countryfinancial.com if in-
terested in scheduling an interview.

Registration for the events is now open to current and 
prospective IFB members and COUNTRY Financial 
clients. To register, visit www.ilfb.org/farmplanning 

About Illinois Farm Bureau
The Illinois Farm Bureau is a member of the Amer-

ican Farm Bureau Federation, a national organization 
of farmers and ranchers. Founded in 1916, IFB is 
a non-profit, membership organization directed by 
farmers who join through their county Farm Bureau. 
IFB has a total membership of more than 386,7291 
and a voting membership of 79,159. IFB represents 
three out of four Illinois farmers.

About COUNTRY Financial®
COUNTRY Financial is a marketing name for 

COUNTRY Life Insurance Company®, COUNTRY 
Mutual Insurance Company® and their respective 
subsidiaries, located in Bloomington, Ill. COUNTRY 
Financial serves about one million households and 
businesses throughout the United States and offers a 
wide range of insurance and financial products and 
services.  

Bureau, 1350 W. Prai-
rie Drive in Sycamore 
and on Feb. 20 at the 
Stephenson County 
Farm Bureau, 210 W. 
Spring Street in Free-
port.

To register for a 
workshop, call the 
University of Illinois 
Extension at 815-858-

2273 or go online 
to https://extension.
illinois.edu/jsw/cer-
tified-livestock-man-
ager-training-work-
shops-2020. The cost 
is $35. If more than 
one employee from the 
same farm signs-up, 
each registration after 
the first will cost $25. 

Ron Kern

A few things in spending bill will benefit agriculture

Farm Legacy Seminars planned 
Rochelle, Champaign and Marion locations for talks

AMBOY –  The 
Lee County Farm 
Bureau is honored 
to recognize the 
late Christy Lilja, 
Washington, D.C., 
with the Distin-
guished Service 
Award in recog-
nition for long-
time service to the 
American Farm 
Bureau (AFBF) 
and the Ameri-
can Farm Bureau 
Foundation for Ag-
riculture.  

T h e  D i s t i n -
guished Service 
Award was estab-
l ished to honor 
and recognize an 
individual or couple who has shown exemplary 
leadership and service to Farm Bureau, agriculture 
and farmers in Lee County and beyond.   

 Lilja started at AFBF in accounting in 1985 when 
AFBF was located in Park Ridge.  She relocated to 
Washington DC when AFBF moved there in 2003. 
She served as executive director of accounting and 
administration for a decade. In 2018, she took on a 
new role as the Executive Director of the American 
Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture.  

Lilja was recognized at the Lee County Farm 
Bureau Annual Meeting on Jan. 9.

Lilja honored 
with LCFB 
Distinguished 
Service Award
Recognized at Jan. 9 annual 

farm bureau meeting
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