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ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle park officials ap-
proved a bid for fieldturf in 
the new recreation center 
Monday night.

The bid from AllSports 
was approved in the amount 
of $294,400. 

“Initially Ringland John-
son went out for the pellet 
turf which we were not 
interested in so then they 
provided us an allowance 
for the turf on this product 
and felt that that wasn’t 
probably the exact product 
that would be best for our 
needs knowing what we 
planned to use the turf 
for and so after about 18 
reviews of proposals and 
products from vendors, it 
is my recommendation that 
we choose AllSports which 
is this larger sample for the 
turf and installation bid in 
the amount of $294,400 
and the district will receive 
a credit for the allowance of 
the earlier turf in the amount 
of $279,560,” executive di-
rector Jackee Ohlinger said. 
“This system is very dense 
it is an all nylon product. 
It is supported with a root 
system and has an 8 mm 
shock absorbing pad. It is 
designed for heavy wear 
and tear.”

The approved bid is for 
a product called AstroTurf 
PureGrass 8mm which 
will have a crushed stone 
base allowing for shock 
absorbancy. The turf area in 
the fieldhouse can accom-
modate football, baseball, 
softball, batting cages, soc-
cer, golf and indoor track 
and field activities.

Board members also ap-
proved its payment to Ring-
land Johnson in the amount 
of $519,896; approved an 
update to the personnel 
policy manual due to new 
state laws; and approved 
several new logos to be used 
in several areas of the new 
recreation center facility.

Turf’s 
up
Park board 
OKs bid for 

fieldturf

Flagg-Rochelle Commu-
nity Park Board mem-
bers accepted a bid for 
fieldturf at the recre-
ation center. Above is 
a sample of the chosen 
turf.

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – Since 
beginning its project of 
transforming the old Lincoln 
Elementary School into 
the new home of the Vince 
Carney Community Theater 
last September, the VCCT 
has made progress, but is 
now asking the community 
for help.

The VCCT is well into its 
restoration project and crews 
recently finished setting up 
heating and air conditioning 
in certain rooms. Work-
ers also recently installed 
plumbing throughout the 
entire building.

The base of the stage has 

also been built, as well as 
many of the wood frames 
that will be future walls. But, 
the drywall for those frames 

cannot be put up until the 
pipes have been installed 
inside of them first. 

Additional projects that 

have been completed include 
fire separation walls with 
connected doorways and 
duct work for the heating 
and air conditioning. The 
next steps are connecting 
the outside and inside water 
lines and installing the sew-
ers. Then, the final portion is 
restoring the physical look of 
the building. 

“Next it will be all of 
the aesthetic aspects to the 
building,” said Amy Frank, 
VCCT president. “We have 
to put the drywall up, repaint 
areas that are beginning to 
chip or fade, replace win-
dows in the new lobby and 
just things like that.”

See VCCT page 4

Here is another great 
reason to come to Kish.
We love
heavy metal!

R E A S O N  N O . 3

Diagnose 
and repair
all types of
vehicles in the
Automotive &
Diesel Programs
at Kish!

www.kish.edu/reasons

Setting Setting 
the scenethe scene

100 VCCT support members needed for $10 per month

ROCHELLE — Area police agen-
cies were able to arrest a Wheaton man 
Tuesday night following a high speed 
chase in rural Rochelle.

At approximately 9:40 p.m., Ogle 
County Sheriff’s deputies attempted 
to stop a vehicle for traffic violations 
at the intersection of Illinois Route 
251 and Interstate 88; however, the 
vehicle, a black BMW passenger car, 
did not stop for deputies and fled from 
the scene.

Deputies originally attempted to 
stop the vehicle for having stolen 

license plates.
The driver of the BMW led police 

on a chase on several roads including 
Illinois Route 38, Dement, Creston 
and Caron Roads in Rochelle as well 
as Mulford Road. 

Officers were able to locate the 
driver on Creston Road in rural Ro-
chelle after he was involved in a minor 
accident.

The driver, identified as Joseph 
Calamia, 44, of Wheaton, was taken 
to Rochelle Community Hospital for 
treatment of minor injuries sustained 

in the accident and later discharged.
He is being charged with DUI, 

unlawful possession of a controlled 
substance, aggravated fleeing to elude, 
driving while license revoked, reckless 
driving, possession of stolen property 
and numerous traffic violations.

Calamia was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he is being held with-
out bail pending a court appearance.

Ogle County Sheriff’s deputies 
were assisted by the Rochelle Police 
Department and the Illinois State 
Police.

Man arrested following car chase

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – During its monthly 
board meeting, Rochelle Township 
High School board discussed planning 
for the 2020-21 school year. Planning 
is being done both with staff members 
and students choosing classes. 

“We are staying on track here, 
January is when counselors talk to 
science and English instructors,” said 
RTHS principal Chris Lewis. “We 
are making sure that students have 
a clear understanding of what they 
have taken, what they need to take 
next year and where they are in that 
four-year plan.”

Approaching final examinations 
and summer school sign-ups were 
also discussed during the meeting.

Another big topic discussed dur-
ing the principal’s report was senior 
graduation practice and the official 
ceremony. Practice will be held on 
Friday, May 15 and the ceremony 
will take place on Saturday, May 23 
at 10 a.m. in the RTHS gymnasium. 

Board members also approved 
the employment of two new teachers 
and a softball coach for the 2020-21 
school year. 

Michael Pullin will be the new vol-

unteer assistant softball coach, Nelson 
Baker will be a new science teacher 
and Deana Drew will be a science and 
agriculture teacher.

“I don’t know where you are find-
ing these new teachers, but they look 
super,” said board member Robert 
Walsh.

Following the board’s executive 
session, members voted to expel a 
student to an alternative educational 
placement for two academic years.  

Keeping kids on course
“We are making sure that students have 
a clear understanding of what they have 
taken, what they need to take next year 
and where they are in that four-year plan.”

Chris Lewis

A volunteer measures the blueprints for the wood 
frames that will be future walls during the VCCT 
build.
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is the permanent,
clog-free gutter solution!*

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

• One-piece, seamless gutter system
• Protective Overhang/Trim
• ScratchGuard® Paint Finish
• Clog-Free Design

75%OFF
LABOR✝

Receive a FREE $100 Restaurant.com
Gift Card with FREE in-home estimate!**

Call Today for Your FREE Estimate!
✝Does not include cost of material. Expires 2/29/20. **All participants who attend an estimated
60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $100 gift certificate. Visit https://
www.restaurant.com/about/terms for complete terms and conditions and https://www. 
restaurant.comfor participating restaurants. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard 
Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter 
protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with 
a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. 
Participants must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter 
into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company
or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a 
Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company 
customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may 
substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the 
participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. 
Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer is subject to

change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 2/29/20.

7
L

(815) 673-7532

BY DOUG OLESON
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-LEADER

THERE are special people you 
meet in your life. Marylou 
Reeser was one of  mine.

Marylou and I worked together at 
the Rochelle News-Leader for nearly 
20 years. I was in the editorial de-
partment and she was in composing. 
Unlike today, when everything is 
done on computer, you needed to put 
the paper together by hand in those 
days, and that’s what she did.

Although Marylou never wrote 
a story or sold a single ad for the 
newspaper, she was the hub of the 
whole operation. For some reason 
everything seemed to just evolve 
around her. She was one of those 

people every company should have: 
hard-working, dedicated and ex-
tremely loyal. She also cared about 
the people around her.

Marylou passed away recently. 
She was 76.

Among other things, Marylou was 
a proud wife, mother - she cried when 
her children were married - Catholic 
-  she cried the day Pope John Paul 
II was shot - die hard Cubs fan - she 
cried the day the Cubs clinched the 
division in 1984 - and a loyal listener 
of WGN-radio, especially of Bob Col-
lins, a popular radio personality at the 
time. Marylou was the kind of person 
that once she was your friend, you 
stayed her friend.

Besides work, Marylou was also 
in on a fair amount of little tricks we 

pulled on each other.
The one I remember most came 

on her 40th birthday. I had written to 
Mr. Collins a couple of weeks earlier, 
telling him all about her and that her 
birthday was coming up and how she 
had jokingly said he was the only man 
she would ever have an affair with. 
(Which she didn’t mean, of course.)

At the most, I though he might 
send her a little note or something. 
When that didn’t happen, I kind of 
forgot about it.

Come the day of her birthday, we 
were having cake in the break room 
when the phone rang and a man 
asked to talk to Marylou. Since I 
hadn’t told anyone what I had done, 
whoever answered the phone - not 
suspecting anything and not recog-

nizing his voice - put him on hold. 
We didn’t know what was going 

on until one of Marylou’s friends, 
who was listening to WGN at the 
time, called on another line to let us 
know he was waiting for Marylou on 
the air.

Despite waiting, Mr. Collins and 
his staff graciously sang happy birth-
day to her on the air. It was a very 
nice gesture on their part. I know 
it embarrassed her, but at least she 
didn’t cry and I think she enjoyed it. 
(She also swore she’d get back at me 
- which she did.).

It is just one of many memories 
I have of Marylou, who was a kind, 
decent lady who will be missed by 
all of us who knew her. I know I’m 
glad I had the honor of knowing her.

Save the date 
for the last week 

of February to 
get Leap Day 

Savings!

$29 OFF  6-Month 
SUBSCRIPTIONS

now through Saturday, Feb. 29, 2020

WHAT YOU RECEIVE WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE:
1. Exclusive, local stories.

2. Direct delivery to your home or business.
3. 24/7 digital access to website & e-Edition.

02192020

Good for both new & renewing subscriptions

Pay 
only

$35.99
for 26 weeks!

211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle, IL 61068 
815.562.4171 | www.rochellenews-leader.com

Remembering one of the special people

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – Mov-
ing forward with its 
façade improvement 
program, the City of Ro-
chelle awarded a long-
time downtown business 
owner the funds needed 
to improve the front 
of one of his buildings 
currently unoccupied.

The City of Rochelle 
presented Aldo Barone a 
check in the amount of 
$5,000 Monday. Barone, 
owner of Aldo’s Pizzeria 
and The Red Brick Pub, 
as well as the connect-
ing building previously 
home to Off the Wall 
Café, used funds to re-
paint and install a new 
awning on the front of 
the building located at 
422 Lincoln Highway.

The owner also plans 
to redo the flooring, 
walls and repaint the 

inside of the building in 
the near future. Barone 
and his family are very 
thankful for the dona-
tion from the city and are 
hopeful a new business 
will soon move into the 
building.

“We are currently 
looking for a café to 
come in and start up and 
we would love to keep it 
local,” said A.J. Barone, 
son of Aldo Barone.

Last year, the façade 
improvement program 
had a budget of $15,000 
to award to local busi-
nesses. This year, the 
city was approved for 
$30,000 that can be 
spent city wide, not 
limited to the downtown 
portion. All commer-
cially operated build-
ings within the City 
limits are eligible for 
the program. A complete 
list of eligible expens-
es, boundary map and 

Funds given for facade work

application procedures 
are available for pick up 

at the Community De-
velopment Department 

located at 333 Lincoln 
Highway, or through its 

website at www.cityof-
rochelle.net. 

Michelle Pease, community development director, A.J. Barone, son of business and building owner Aldo Bar-
one, and Michelle Knight, community development specialist, hold the check from the city used to repaint and 
install a new awning on the front of the building for rent.
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into placement. This 
class will be offered 
March through May.

Registration dates at 
Kishwaukee College 

(21193 Malta Rd., Mal-
ta, IL) are:

Feb. 27 from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. 

March 2 from 12 p.m. 
to 8 p.m.

Registration dates at 
Westminster Presbyterian 
Church (830 N. Annie 
Glidden Rd., DeKalb) are:

Feb. 25 from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m.

Feb. 26 from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m.

Registration dates at 
Sycamore High School 
(555 Spartan Trail, Syca-
more) are: 

Feb. 26 from 5 p.m. to 
8 p.m.

Feb. 27 from 5 p.m. to 
8 p.m.

For more informa-
tion visit www.kish.edu/
adulteducation or contact 
administrative assistant 
Mari Vesey at mvesey@
kish.edu or 815-825-
9420.

LOCAL NEWS

Newkirk CPA www.newkirkcpas.com

316 Lincoln Hwy., Rochelle, IL 61068
(In the former Guest Law Office Bldg.)

(815) 562-1040

- Please call to schedule appointment -

Professional CPA Services
Now available in downtown Rochelle.

02192020

Tax Preparation/Accounting Services
• Individuals • Business

• Non-Profit Organizations

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

Open Daily at 9AM

Hwy 251 N. Rochelle • 815-562-6039

Serving Rochelle’s Favorite Chicken
   for over 40 years!
By the Snack–Dinner–Bucket!
Enjoy 16 flavors of ice 

cream, soft serve, 
splits, sundaes, cones, 

malts & shakes

See us on Facebook for daily specials!

Hamburgers, Fries,  Hot Dogs, Gyros, 
Italian Beef, Seafood, Sandwiches, 
Sausages, Shrimp, Homemade Soups

Breakfast: Sausage Gravy With Biscuits
and Tater Tots

OUR MENU
     INCLUDES:

Call for our
catering menu! 08

30
20

15

--------Stop in and see us!--------

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle, IL 61068

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.
02192020

Give Us A Call – 815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs:    Auto    Home  Improvement    Vacation

UNEXPECTED EXPENSES?
We have money...

Magan StevensJami Hackman
Branch Mgr.

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – Spring weather approaching means 
the potential for strong thunderstorms. To help keep the 
public safe, a storm spotter training class will be held in 
Dixon this week. 

The class will take place on Thursday, Feb. 20. at 6:30 
p.m., in lecture hall LK04 at Sauk Valley Community Col-
lege. The class will be presented by the National Weather 
Service of Chicago, and co-sponsored by both the Ogle and 
Lee County Emergency Management Agencies.

The class is free and open to the public, but emergency 
service agencies are urging safety officers, such as police 
and firemen, to attend. The class will teach guests what to 
look for when weather is approaching and if that weather 
could be severe. 

“The National Weather Service will give a presentation 
on what the weather is doing,” said Kevin Lalley, director 
of Lee County emergency service agency. “It will go over 
different cloud formations, which are the dangerous ones 
and which are imposters. So, individuals can have a good 
idea of when to take cover before the storm hits.”

Information on becoming a weather spotter and who to 
report incidents to will also be provided at the meeting. The 
main goal of this training class is to help keep individuals 
safer by noticing approaching severe weather before it 
impacts the area. 

“For example, if a person is out on the soccer field 
with the kids and that person looks up at the sky, he or she 
can get a heads up if they should get off the field and take 
cover,” said Lalley.

The training course has room for about 126 people to 
attend and fills up almost every year. There is no registration 
and seats are available on a first-come, first-serve basis. At-
tendees are urged to show up early to ensure they get a spot. 

For more information on the upcoming course, contact 
Kevin Lalley, director of the Lee County Emergency Service 
agency at 815-284-3365, by email at esda@countyoflee.
org, or Thomas Richter, director of Ogle County emergency 
service agency, at 815-562-1001 or by email at trichter@
oglecounty.org.

MALTA — The adult 
education program at 
Kishwaukee College 
is offering tuition-free 
High School Equivalen-
cy (HSE/GED) classes 
and a Citizenship class 
this spring. 

Registration for these 
classes is required. In-
terested people can reg-
ister at the College and 
at locations throughout 
the community. 

L e a r n e r s  s h o u l d 
schedule  a t  l eas t  3 
hours for registration, 
orientation and place-
ment testing. Childcare 
will not be provided at 
registration locations. 
Classes begin in early 
March. 

High School Equiv-
a l e n c y  ( H S E / G E D ) 
classes prepare s tu-
dents to take the GED. 
Subject areas covered 
in these classes include 

Kish offering tuition free high school 
equivalency classes this spring

reading, writing, social 
studies, science, math, 
and the U.S. Constitu-
tion. The classes are 
8-weeks long and of-
fered twice a semester. 
Classes can be taken 
at  various locations 
throughout the com-
munity including at the 
college, Westminster 
Presbyterian Church in 
DeKalb and Sycamore 
High School. 

Kish is also offering 
a Citizenship class for 
people interested in 
learning about the U.S. 
Citizenship process. 
Relevant information 
for the U.S. Citizenship 
test, basic interview-
ing, test-tasking skills, 
and English vocabulary 
and grammar will be 
covered, among other 
topics. Students will 
need to be 18 years of 
age or older and score 

Registration opens in 
late February for tuition 
free high school equiva-
lency (HSE/GED) classes 
through Kishwaukee 
College. 

Storm spotter class 
begins Thursday

ILLINOIS — Scholarships 
for females studying agricul-
ture are offered by the Illi-
nois Agri-Women. The Illinois 
Agri-Women (IAW) organization 
supports the agriculture industry, 
works for legislation to support 
and preserve family farms, com-
municates with other agriculture 
organizations, and strives to 
educate the public and promote 
agricultural awareness.

A $1,500 IAW Agriculture 
Education Scholarship is for 
an agriculture education major 
who is finishing the degree in 
the next year.  

Two $1,000 WCFA Agent of 
Change Scholarships are offered 
to students who have attended 

at least one Women Changing 
the Face of Agriculture Confer-
ence.  One scholarship is for a 
high school senior and one for a 
current graduate student.

Twenty $1,000 WCFA Agent 
of Change Scholarships are 
offered to current college stu-
dents.  An anonymous foundation 
sponsor will provide matching 
scholarship funds for donations 
from 2020 WCFA new or current 
company sponsors.  The schol-
arships will encourage WCFA 
student participants to further 
their education in an agriculture, 
energy and food related career 
track; create a strong bond/
mentor opportunity for students 
and company participants; and, 

potentially a job shadow expe-
rience.  

Students who wish to be 
considered for this scholarship 
should sign up to volunteer for 
WCFA and attend the profession-
al development meeting the night 
before the WCFA event.  Current 
college students who attend both 
the March 5 IAW Professional 
Development Event and volun-
teer for the March 6 WCFA are 
eligible to apply.

Deadline for submission of 
an on-line application is March 
31, 2020.  Find scholarship 
information and applications 
at www.womenchangingthefa-
ceofagriculture.com or www.
illinoisagriwomen.org.

Scholarships for women in agriculture offered
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R
B

S620 S. 7th • Rochelle, IL | 815-562-2177
www.Prescottbrothersford.com

See us for all your tire needs! 
Call Mel or Barb in our service department.

Service Department open Saturdays 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Semi-Synthetic Oil &  
Filter Change & FREE Tire Rotation

$40 Plus tax & fees. 
Up to 5 quarts.

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Like on on Facebook
Lic# 055-013999

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Plumbing, Heating, Air 
Conditioning, Drinking water 

systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976

Do you run a  
local business?

So do we.
Your Auto-Owners Insurance  
policy comes with a local agent–
someone who understands  
you and the protection  
you need.

ROCHELLE  •  815.562.5596
RochelleIns.comROCHELLE  •  815-562-5596
RochelleIns.com

Since 1916, Auto-Owners 
has partnered with 
independent agents  
to provide local service  
and trusted protection. 

Protection 
you need,
service you 
deserve.

06142018

STEWARD — Anna 
M. Johnson, 89, of Stew-
ard, passed away Thurs-
day, Feb. 13, 2020 at 
Prairie Crossing Nursing 
Home in Shabbona. 

Anna was born Feb. 
15, 1930, in 
M e n d o t a , 
to George 
and Hazel 
(Buchanan) 
Kettley. She 
married War-
ren Johnson 
on Feb. 22, 
1948, at the Paw Paw 
United Methodist Church. 
She farmed, camped, 
fished, and hunted with 
her husband, Warren, 
and worked at Safranek’s 
grocery store alongside 
of her twin sister, Agnes. 
She worked as a waitress 
at the Four Corners along-
side her daughter, Sandy. 
Decorating the church for 
the holidays and special 
occasions gave Anna joy. 
She also loved sewing 
clothes for all three of 
her daughters and loving 
and caring for each of her 
grandchildren. 

Anna was a former 
member of the Paw Paw 
United Methodist Church 
for the majority of her life. 

Survivors include her 
two daughters, Nancy 

(Kenny) Lobdell, of Lena, 
and Sherrie (David) Fla-
vin, of DeKalb; one son-in-
law, Ronald, of Rochelle; 
one brother-in-law, Ervin 
Safranek of Paw Paw; two 
sisters-in-law, Delores 
Schrader and Betty Hart-
man, both of Shabbona; 
six grandchildren; two 
step-grandchildren; 10 
great-grandchildren; and 
three great-great grand-
children; along with sev-
eral nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
George and Hazel; two 
sisters, Betty and Agnes; 
one brother, Thomas; one 
daughter, Sandra; and one 
son-in-law, Kim. 

Services will be at 11 
a.m. on Saturday, Feb. 22 
at the Paw Paw United 
Methodist Church, 370 
Wiley Avenue in Paw Paw 
with Pastor Dave Holden 
officiating. Burial will 
follow in Wyoming Town-
ship Cemetery. Visitation 
will be from 9 a.m. until 
the time of the service 
Saturday at the church. 

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials in Anna’s name 
may be directed to the 
family for a memorial to 
be established. 

Please visit www.Tor-
manFuneralHome.com. 

Anna M. Johnson
Obituaries

On Valentine’s Day, the Rochelle Community Hospital Foundation hosted a breakfast at the First Presbyte-
rian Church to honor couples married 50 or more years. Forty-two couples enjoyed breakfast from Ralphie 
& LuLu’s, harp/guitar music with a medley of love songs provided by Mary Ley of Aireloom Music Studios in 
Mt. Morris (left) and a free complimentary 5x7 portrait provided by Brian Thomas Photography. This is one 
of the hospital staff’s favorite annual events. 

Half-century of love

Any arrests listed in this 
paper are merely charges 
and the defendants are 
presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in a 
court of law.
Please note that all police 
reports received from 
the Rochelle Police, the 

Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 
Illinois State Police, will 
be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit 
particular reports will 
not be considered or 
honored at any time.

Report policy

From page 1

Initially, to fund the 
project, the VCCT re-
ceived a $150,000 loan 
split between Holcomb 
Bank, Stillman Bank, Cen-
tral Bank and First State 
Bank in Rochelle. Once 
the project is finished and 
the facility is fully opera-
tional, the VCCT has no 
doubt that it will be capable 
of repaying the loan in a 
timely manner. 

In the meantime, the 
VCCT is asking for 100 
community members to 

commit $10 a month for 
the remainder of 2020. 
The VCCT currently has 
25 committed donors, and 
anyone who donates will 
get his or her name put on 
a list of donors that are 
honored at every show for 
the entire year. 

“Without being open 
yet, our only source of 
income is the fundraisers 
that we are doing,” said 
Frank. “So, this money 
will bridge the gap until 
we can open the theater.”

Donors will also be-
come a voting member 

of the VCCT and receive 
new membership perks 
that will be announced 
when the VCCT opens 
its new location. Anyone 
who would like to donate 
can do so through its web-
site at www.vcctrochelle.
org. 

VCCT: Monthly monetary 
commitments will help bridge gap

“Without being open yet, our only source of 
income is the fundraisers that we are doing. 
So, this money will bridge the gap until we can 
open the theater.”

Amy Frank
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Now your pets can have the personal attention they love right in their 
own home while you are at work or on vacation!

I will walk, feed, play with and pamper your pets, house sit (water 
plants, take in  mail) and give you the peace of mind you deserve 

while you are away. Daily visits and overnight available. 

We Sit... We Stay...
In Home Pet Care

Let Me Pamper 
Your Pets!

Mature adult with references.

Daily, Weekly or  
anything in between

Rose Wolter 
Professional Pet Sitter 

815-751-8372

1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.

Dr. Nicole Marquardt 
Dr. Steve Baker 
Dr. Taryn Pfeiffer
Dr. Lynn Deets

Hope ______________
Hello, my name is Hope.  And hope is what I have in 
my heart...that you will give me a home!  I’m 8 yrs. old 
and 8 lbs. of sweetness.  I’d love to snuggle right up 
with you in bed or on the couch.  And I will follow you to 
the ends of the earth.  I get along well with other dogs, 
if you already have one or two, but I’d also be happy 
as a singleton.  Your love and care is all I truly need, 
though a treat or two or five, wouldn’t be ignored!  
Won’t you come and meet me, please?  You may 
need to ASK to see me if I’m not in the main dog area.
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:

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.org

PET OF 
THE WEEK

Did you know?
Be aware of human foods that are 

poisonous to dogs and cats. 
Watch out for raisins, grapes, 
macadamia nuts, 
onions, garlic, 

unbaked yeast bread dough, 
fatty foods and 

chocolate.
24/7 ANIMAL POISON CONTROL 

CENTER: 855-764-7661

DEKALB  — The 
Northern Illinois Univer-
sity spring SAT Test Prepa-
ration program provides 
individualized attention in 
a small classroom setting 
and offers students a chance 
to prepare themselves for 
the SAT test. NIU’s SAT 
program covers writing 
and language arts, reading, 
and math.

Classes will be held on 
campus in Graham Hall. 
NIU parking is free on 
Sundays but students must 
not park in spaces marked 
“Reserved at all times.”

Enrollment is limited 
and registration is now 
open at go.niu.edu/SAT or 
by phone at 815-753-0277.

SAT instructors include 
Lance Vobornik, an ex-
perienced mathematics 
instructor at NIU with a 
master’s degree in applied 
mathematics, and Melissa 

Craig, an experienced lan-
guage arts teacher at St. 
Thomas More School.

Spring 2020 SAT Test 
Preparation Schedule:

Spring Session (Sun-
days)

March 1 – Pre-test; 
March 8 – Writing and 
language arts; March 15 
– Reading; March 22 – 
Math (calculator and no 
calculator); and March 29 
– Post-test.

Cost is $275 ($299 after 
Feb. 21) which includes 
instruction, book, and re-
tired SAT tests. It does not 
include registration to take 
the actual SAT test.

There is also a self-guid-
ed online ACT or SAT Test 
Prep that provides access 
for students that is always 
available for a $225 regis-
tration fee.

For more information, 
call 815-753-1456.

Rochelle Community Hospital welcomed 41 Kishwaukee College nursing students and their instructors for orientation on Feb. 10. 
These first year students began their clinical rotations at RCH on Monday, Feb. 17.

Clinicals begin

On Feb. 15 at 12:06 p.m., 
Rochelle police arrested 
Logan T. Buckwalter, 24, 
of Rochelle, for unlawful 
presence in a school zone 
by a child sex offender. He 
was transported to jail. 

On Feb. 15 at 2:11 a.m., 
Rochelle police arrested 
Glen M. Mundell, 22, of 
Ashton, for speeding 37 
m.p.h. in a 30 m.p.h. zone, 
improper lane usage, no 
insurance and driving under 
the influence. He posted an 
I-bond. His court date is set 
for March 27. 

On Feb. 15 at 1:05 
a.m., Rochelle police cited 
Nicholas J. Seldal, 24, of 
DeKalb, for disobeying a 
traffic control device. He 
issued a promise to comply. 
His court date is set for 
March 27.

On Feb. 15 at 7:50 p.m., 
Rochelle police arrested 
Tanya Lee Raleigh, 33, of 
Rockford, for battery. She 
posted an I-bond. Her court 
date is set for March 13.

On Feb. 15 at 11:44 
p.m., Rochelle police cited 
Daniel G. Brown, 37, of 
Rochelle, for speeding, 52 
m.p.h. in a 35 m.p.h. zone, 
and two counts of driving 
under the influence. He 
posted his driver’s license. 
His court date is set for 
March 27. 

Man 
arrested for 
unlawful 
presence

On Feb. 14 at approximately 2:45 p.m., Ogle County 
Sheriff’s deputies responded to a two-vehicle rollover 
accident at the intersection of Illinois Route 52 and Free-
port Road just outside of Polo. It was determined that a 
Dodge Ram pick-up being driven by Jonathan Troglio, 
22, of Peoria, was northbound on Freeport Road and a 
tractor-trailer semi being driven by Ronald Steger, 57, 
of Epworth, Iowa, was westbound on Illinois Route 52. 
Troglio was stopped at the stop sign but stated he did 
not observe the semi approaching and pulled into the 
intersection. Steger was unable to stop and the pick-up 
was struck. Both occupants of the pick-up were uninjured 
and refused medical transport at the scene. Steger’s semi 
rolled onto its side and he was transported to CGH Hos-
pital in Sterling for minor injuries sustained. Troglio was 
cited for failure to yield right of way at an intersection.

Feb. 15
On Feb. 15 at 6:58 p.m., the Ogle County Sheriff of-

ficers along with the Lynn-Scott-Rock Fire Department 
responded to a two-vehicle injury crash on Interstate 39 at 
mile marker 105. Investigation by Ogle County Sheriff’s 
deputies revealed that a southbound SUV operated by 
Angelo Coglianese, 58, of Rochelle, rear ended an SUV 
operated by Stevie Lear, 55, from Belton, Kentucky. Lear 
and his passenger, Mary Stratton, 54, also from Belton, 
Kentucky, were both transported by Lynn-Scott-Rock 

ambulance to Rochelle Community Hospital for minor 
injuries. Coglianese was cited for failure to reduce speed.

On Feb. 15 Ogle County Sheriff’s deputies arrested 
Tevin Gray, 24, of Rockford, for driving while license 
revoked. Gray was arrested by deputies on Interstate 39 
after being stopped for speeding. Gray was held in lieu 
of bond at the jail.

Feb. 16
On Feb. 16 at approximately 1:30 a.m., Ogle County 

Sheriff’s deputies conducted a traffic stop at the in-
tersection of Henry Road and Illinois Route 26 for a 
traffic lane violation. After a brief investigation, Ogle 
County Sheriff’s deputies arrested Jesus Valdez Jr., 34, 
of Sterling, for driving under the influence of alcohol. 
Jesus was transported to the Ogle County Jail and held 
in lieu of bond.

On Feb. 16, Ogle County Sheriff’s deputies arrested 
Melinda A. Burkhart, 50, in the 1000 block of South 
Blackhawk Road for driving under the influence of 
alcohol. Burkhart was transported to the Ogle County 
Jail where she was held in lieu of bond.

On Feb. 16 the Ogle County Sheriff’s Office arrested 
Aaron Funches, 24, of Freeport, for driving while license 
suspended. Funches was arrested by deputies on Illinois 
Route 64 near Mulford Road after being stopped for 
speeding. Funches was held in lieu of bond at the jail.

Deputies respond to two-
vehicle accident

NIU offering Spring 
SAT prep schedule
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LAST week, I 
stopped by a 
friend’s house, 

ate some pizza, talked 
about old times and he 
showed me his latest 
acquisitions to his gun 
collection.

My 
buddy is a 
good guy, 
obeys the 
law and 
teaches 
gun safety.

But 
folks like 
him – and 
every other lawful gun 
owner – are feeling the 
heat from the state of 
Illinois. Lawmakers are 
contemplating finger-
printing every legal 
gunowner in the state.

Nothing divides 
Illinoisans more than 
issues involving gun-
owner rights.

Believe me, I’ve 
covered these political 
tussles in Springfield for 
more than 20 years.

And frankly it’s an 
issue that I find tiresome 
to write about. Why? 
Because the debate 
always generates more 
heat than light.

Eventually one side 
says the blood of chil-
dren is on the other’s 
hands. And then the 
other claims their op-
ponents want to tear up 
the Constitution.

And it goes downhill 
from there.

The one thing that 
folks on both sides of 
the gun debate can agree 
on is that criminals and 
seriously mentally ill 
people shouldn’t be 
packing heat.

The different views 
on guns in Illinois are 
more often cultural and 
geographic than parti-
san.

I grew up on a farm 
near Galesburg and 
hunted with my father 
and brother. It was a 
good time to talk and 
enjoy the outdoors 
and occasionally bring 
something home for 
supper.

I was also taught to 
have a reverent respect 
for the lethality of guns 

and how to handle 
firearms in a courte-
ous manner. But I have 
friends who grew up in 
Chicago whose experi-
ences with firearms were 
far different than mine.

When I hear gunfire 
through my bedroom 
window, I wonder if 
rabbit or squirrel sea-
son has begun. They’d 
wonder if gangs are at 
it again.

As the parent of 
three young daughters, 
I can’t imagine what 
it’s like to live in a 

place where gun vio-
lence is a way of life.

According to the 
Congressional Research 
Service, there are more 
than $300 million guns 
in the United States. 
Other estimates put the 
number of guns at more 
than $400 million. If 
that is the case, this na-
tion has more guns than 
people.

No matter what laws 
are passed, that is a 
number that is unlikely 
to get smaller anytime 
soon.

In fact, every time a 
gun control measure is 
proposed, gun sales go 
up.

Just so you know 
where I fit in this spec-
trum, I’m a passive gun 
owner. I find myself sit-
ting in a deer blind once 
a year waiting to land 
that ever elusive buck. 
I’ve yet to harvest one. 
(My wife would say it 
probably has something 
to do with me having my 
nose in a book the whole 
time I’m supposed to be 
watching for deer.)

Regardless, I’m one 
of the people who would 
be required by Senate 
Bill 1966, to be finger-
printed when applying 
for or renewing a Fire-
arms Owners Identifi-
cation. In fact, all gun 
owners are the targets of 
the legislation.

Illinois already has 
some of the most restric-
tive gun laws. Despite 
this, Chicago remains a 
quagmire of gun vio-
lence.

In regards to the pro-
posed law, I’m ambiva-

Letter to the Editor

LOCAL VIEWS
Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

Question: 
Last week, House Bill 4571 was filed by Rep. Camille Lilly that would create the 

Gas Station Attendant Act saying “no gas may be pumped at a gas station” in 
Illinois “unless it is pumped by a gas station attendant employed at the gas station.

What are your thoughts on this bill?

“I think that is completely 
stupid. Who is going to pay for 
all these new employees when 
a gas station usually only has 
to workers? In my opinion, if 
you are too lazy to pump your 
own gas, they you have no right 
being behind the wheel.”

Tom Brickner

“My first reaction is wow, 
because sometimes you just 
want to do it yourself. You never 
know if they are going to forget 
to put something like your gas 
cap back or what their attitude 
is. I think that it takes away 
some of our freedom.”

Marlene Julian

“I disagree with it completely. It 
is going to cost everyone more 
when they could be using that 
money for things like fixing the 
roadways. I am still annoyed 
about the prices being raised 
for our license plate sticker 
and now they want to raise this 
price too.”

Rodger Milton

VOICE ON THE STREET

Scott Reeder

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Don Burke  dburke@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                     dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Shirley Reif  sreif@crestfoods.com
Jean Tess  dtess503@comcast.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                             jrvtlv02@msn.com       
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Robert Walsh  bob.walsh@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Brent Tracy  brent.tracy@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board
Mic Brooks mbrooks@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodi Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Jamey Sulser  jsulser@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
Kim Whalen  kwhalen@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Deanne Haub  hobnob67@comcast.net
Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mike Misch  mmfam@live.com
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pitman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Don Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
*Jason Fore  jfore@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

There’s a push to fingerprint 
all gun owners in Illinois

lent. I spent more than 
$100 bucks three years 
ago to be fingerprinted 
for a conceal carry 
license. So, my prints 
are already on file.

But many people 
would find the pros-
pect of spending a 
significant sum of 
money just to continue 
to legally keep a gun 
they have long owned 
to be burdensome. I 
suspect an unintended 
consequence of the 
legislation would be 
that many gun owners 
would decline to renew 
their FOID cards but 
still keep their guns.

This would turn 
many otherwise law-
abiding citizens into po-
tential felons. For a law 
to be effective, it needs 
widespread compliance.

For example, I don’t 
drink, but I can see the 
foolishness that was 
once prohibition.

Gun ownership isn’t 
just a pervasive custom 
like alcohol consump-
tion; the U.S. Supreme 
Court has affirmed that 
it is a Constitutional 
right. That doesn’t mean 
restrictions can’t be put 
in place, but it does call 
for extra care on the part 
of legislators.

Guns are just a tool 
that can bring security 
or despair. 

As a society, we 
need to focus on the 
underlying reasons for 
violence: mental ill-
ness, the lack of men-
toring, particularly of 
boys and young men, 
and the need for swift, 
certain consequences 
for those who choose 
to do harm to others.

 
Scott Reeder is a 

veteran statehouse 
journalist and freelance 
reporter; ScottReed-
er1965@gmail.com.

Dear Editor,
As the League of Women 

Voters celebrated its centen-
nial on Feb. 14, we will use 
this milestone to reflect on 
our rich history, honor the 
work that women have done 
to strengthen our democracy 
and set the stage for vibrant 
growth in the years ahead.

Rooted in the women’s 
suffrage movement, the 
League was founded as a 
non-partisan grassroots or-
ganization just six months 
before the passage of the 19th 
Amendment that granted 20 
million women the right to 
vote. Ever since, the League 
has been at the forefront of 
efforts to register, educate, 
and support voters and vot-
ing rights.

Today, democracy is 
fighting for its life. Some 
25 cities have enacted new 
voting restrictions, including 
strict photo ID requirements, 
early voting cutbacks and 
registration restrictions. The 
League is prepared to face 
these threats, using voter reg-

istration drives, tools such 
as the IllinoisVoterGuide.
org-a cutting-edge election 
information website-and lo-
cal candidate forums in cities 
throughout the state to help 
educate voters about key 
issues and the candidates’ 
positions.

As we celebrate 100 
years of women’s suffrage 
in 2020, the League of 
Women Voters is fortunate to 
have thousands of dedicated 
members in hundreds of 
chapters across the nation, 
including the almost 4,000 
members here in Illinois, 
who share a commitment 
to protect our democracy . 
Our organization’s founding 
and winning the right to vote 
was only the beginning. We 
still have much work to do, 
and we accept that challenge 
with renewed strength and 
determination.

Eileen Liezert and 

Rebecca Huntley
Co-Presidents Rochelle 
Area League of Women 

Celebrating the 
work of women
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

CALENDAR

FROM THE HEART  
DAILY CASH WINNERS

Checks to winners will be mailed out at the end of each 
month

Feb. 5 - Debbie Vrana, Princeton, $25

Feb. 6 - T-Byrd Lanes, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 7 - Rachel Aldridge, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 8 - John Vaughn, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 9 - Rob Remsen, Cherry Valley, $50

Feb. 10 - From the Heart Auction item, $25

Feb. 11 - Jeff Perry Chevy, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 12 - Kevin and Kim Louis, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 13 - Sherry Simmons, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 14 - Sue Sevedge, Rochelle, $250

Feb. 15 - Benjamin Reineck, Maple Park, $25

Feb. 16 - Robert Bowers, Byron, $50

Feb. 17 - Doris Gruben, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 18 - Julie Snyder, San Francisco, Calif., $25

Feb. 19 - Ed Worley, Chana, $25

Wed., Feb. 19
1:30 p.m. – Alcoholics 
Anonymous will meet 
at St. Patrick’s Learning 
Center, 903 N. Caron Road. 
(every Wednesday)

Thu., Feb. 20
4:30 to 7:30 p.m. — Dinner 
will be served at The 
Kitchen Table, 7034 E. 
Klondike Road. The menu 
is creamy garlic parmesan 
chicken pasta, steamed 
veggies, salad and garlic 
bread. The kids menu is 
peanut butter and jelly, 
corn dog with chips or 
chicken nuggets.  *Menu 
is subject to change. A $5 
donation is suggested.

Mon., Feb. 24
5 to 6 p.m.— Rochelle 
Christian Community free 
Monday supper for all in 
need. The supper is served 
at St. Patrick Parish Center, 
244 Kelley Drive.

6:30 p.m. – Group Hope 
meets in the RCH Health 
& Wellness Center 
Conference Room. 
Provides support with 
depression and bipolar 
disorder. Affiliated with 
the Rock River Mental 
Health Association. (every 
Monday)

Tue., Feb. 25
4:30 to 7:30 p.m. — 
Dinner will be served at 
The Kitchen Table, 7034 
E. Klondike Road. The 
menu is shrimp etouffee, 
sausage and chicken 
gumbo, salad. The kids 
menu is peanut butter 
and jelly, corn dog with 
chips or chicken nuggets.  
*Menu is subject to 
change. A $5 donation is 
suggested.

Wed., Feb. 26
1:30 p.m. – Alcoholics 
Anonymous will meet 
at St. Patrick’s Learning 
Center, 903 N. Caron Road. 
(every Wednesday)

Thu., Feb. 27 
4:30 to 7:30 p.m. — Dinner 
will be served at The 
Kitchen Table, 7034 E. 
Klondike Road. The menu 
is sausage and chicken 
gumbo, crawfish boil. 
The kids menu is peanut 
butter and jelly, corn dog 
with chips or chicken 

nuggets.  *Menu is subject 
to change. A $5 donation is 
suggested.

7 p.m. — The League of 
Women Voters will host 
a program, “Culture of 
Mexico,” by Javier Zepeda. 
Zepeda is a teacher at 
Rochelle Township High 
School. He will present 
a fascinating visual and 

narrative tour of Mexico.  
Topics  will include history, 
geography, climate, 
holidays, celebrations, 
music and foods. Join us 
at Rochelle City Hall for an 
inside view of our  southern  
neighbor.

Sun., March 1 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. — Brunch 
will be served at The 
Kitchen Table, 7034 E. 
Klondike Road. The menu is 
breakfast burrito, oatmeal, 
sausage gravy and biscuits 
and beef burritos, rice and 
beans. *Menu is subject to 
change. A $5 donation is 
suggested.

Sat., March 7
7 a.m. to noon — The 
annual David Crawford 
Foundation Pancake Day 
will be held at Rochelle 
Middle School. Tickets are 
$6 each. Children ages 5 and 
under are free. Proceeds 
will be used for learning 
materials for classrooms in 
Rochelle Elementary District 
231.

4:30 to 7:30 p.m. — 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
in Paynes Point will host its 
annual pancake and sausage 
supper. Cost is $7 for adults, 
$3 for children ages 5-11 
and free for children 4 and 
younger. The church is 
located at 764 Stillman Road, 
Oregon, and is handicap 
accessible. Proceeds 
will benefit several local 
charitable organizations.

Meetings

Thu., Feb. 27 
7 p.m. — The Rochelle 
Wildlife Conservation Club 
board will hold its monthly 
board meeting. The meeting 
will take place in the 
Dugdale Lodge at the club. 
Club members are welcome 
to attend.

(Submit items for the 
Community Calendar to 
jsimmons@rochellenews-
leader.com)

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Feb. 19

Juan Rubio
Feb. 20

Christian Losoya
Feb. 21

Kris Oleson
Feb. 22

Jessica South
Lucy Hazlip

Feb. 26
Natalie Powell

Feb. 27
Beth Bolhous

March 8
Donna Sassaman

Call 815-561-2151 to 
submit names for 

birthdays and anniversaries

ROCHELLE — Northern Rehab is pleased to 
announce scholarship applications are now being 
accepted for the annual Rochelle Township High 
School Sports & Health Scholarship sponsored by 
Northern Rehab Physical Therapy Specialists. 

This scholarship is awarded to a Rochelle Town-
ship High School senior that participates in at least 
one sport and plans to enter a career in healthcare 
or sports medicine. Applications are now available 
at the High School Counseling Center and online 
at rths@rthsd212.org or https://northernrehabpt.
com/news/. 

Completed applications are to be submitted to 
the athletic director by March 13. The Scholarship 
recipient will be announced and awarded the schol-
arship at the 2020 Senior Awards Night.

This is the fifth year this scholarship will be 
awarded to a Rochelle Township Senior. Past re-
cipients include Christina Payton, Hannah Cruz, 
Alexander Harvey and Katherine Bakken.

Northern Rehab 
taking applications 
for sports, health 
scholarships

Read and 
Recycle
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BY ANDREW HEISERMAN

STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – The Rochelle 

Veterinary Hospital will be hold-

ing an informational open house 

event to discuss the new state law 

requiring all cats that interact with 

humans to be vaccinated against 

rabies. Anyone looking to learn 

more about vaccines, rabies or the 

new state law is urged to attend the 

open house meeting. 

The meeting will be held at the 

Rochelle Veterinary Hospital on 

Thursday, Jan. 30, from 6 to 7 p.m. 

to discuss what rabies is and some 

of the risks it presents to animals 

and humans, why all rabies vaccines 

aren’t created equal and why the state 

has made this change to the law. 

There will also be dinner provided 

as well as speakers Dr. Warren and 

Tracey from Boehringer Ingelheim 

to answer any questions or concerns 

attendees might have. The event is 

free to attend, but the veterinary hos-

pital kindly asks that people RSVP 

by Jan. 28.  They can do so by phone 

at 815-562-5207 or through email at 

rochellevet@mail.com.

“We are excited to educate the 

community a little bit on the vaccines 

and give them a better understanding 

of why there is a change and why the 

state is requiring it now,” explained 

Dr. Marquardt, doctor at Rochelle 

Veterinary Hospital. 

According to the Illinois State Vet-

erinary Medical Association, there 

are about 250 to 300 cases each year, 

and each case is 100 percent fatal to 

the pet. The animals most likely to 

spread the disease are bats, skunks, 

raccoons, foxes and coyotes. While 

these are all outdoor animals, rabies 

can affect indoor cats, since 

many rabid bats are found in 

homes where cats are present. 

Even if someone is looking 

into getting their cat vaccinated, 

the Rochelle Veterinary Hospital 

wants people to be careful since 

there are two different kinds of 

vaccines out there, adjuvant 

and non-adjuvant vaccines. 

Adjuvant vaccines have 

the risk of cats devel-

oping vaccine-

i n d u c e d 

sarcomas, 

a type of 

cancer.  But 

with non-adjuvant 

vaccines, there is no risk 

associated with them. In order to 

provide the safest vaccines possible, 

the Rochelle Veterinary Hospital 

only uses non-adjuvant vaccines. 

SUNDAY

8 0
HIGH

Local 
contribution

A local bank made a con-

tribution to the Rochelle 

Area Community Founda-

tion. See page 2

WEATHER

LOW
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ROCHELLE – Thanks to the efforts of three local 

women, a worldwide organization with chapters throughout 

the United States and Europe has recently 

created a local chapter in Ogle County.

100 Women Who Care is an organization 

with 650 county chapters spread across the 

United States and Europe. 100 Women Who 

Care gathers to raise money and make an 

impact on nonprofit organizations located 

within the same county as the chapter. The 

goal of each of the chapters is to donate 

$10,000 to a local charity in one hour, four 

times a year by following a formula from 

the organization. 

“Fundraising takes a lot of hours of leg work on the part 

of the volunteers and with system, only four meetings a 

year, if we can get 100 women members who are willing to 

donate $100 we can raise $10,000 in one hour,” explained 

Deanna Forrest, one of the three founders.

Group members will meet four different times a year 

for one hour each time, where they will each donate $100 

and choose the organization that will receive 

the $10,000 donation. At the meetings, each 

member brings a check for $100. Then mem-

bers nominated organizations to be put into 

a hat to draw from. Three organizations are 

drawn at random at the meeting. 

Nominating members of each of the 

chosen organizations make a 5-minute pre-

sentation about the organization or charity 

for the entire group to vote on which cause 

to support. Once an organization is chosen 

by the group they receive the funds immediately.

See CHAPTER page 4

ROCHELLE – The 

City of Rochelle, in its 

continuing effort to sup-

port the revival and devel-

opment of local business, 

has expanded its Façade 

Improvement Program to 

all business owners and 

operators within the com-

munity.
The city will provide 

a 50 percent matching 

grant, with a maximum 

amount of $5,000 to busi-

ness or building owners 

who complete eligible 

improvements to the fa-

cades of their buildings. 

Improvements must be 

constructed within six 

months of application ap-

proval.

Eligibilities

The city will match 

dollar-for-dollar an own-

er’s investment in eligible 

improvements to the ap-

pearance of their build-

ing’s storefront façade. 

The building or business 

owner who has funded 

most of the improvements 

must apply for and be ap-

proved in order to receive 

the 50 percent matching 

grant. 
All commercially oper-

ated buildings within the 

community are eligible for 

the Façade Improvement 

Program. Only one grant 

will be awarded per build-

ing within a five-year pe-

riod. Only improvements 

to facades that directly 

front a public right-of-way 

are eligible for funding. 

See PROGRAM page 4

Rabies vaccine required for all cats

Local veterinarian office hosting open house to discuss new law

Facade 

program 

open to all 

businesses

Worldwide organization 

now has local chapter
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& The Palmer Banquet Room

Pictured are Rochelle Rotary President Connie Dougherty, Jan. 1 Cash Calendar 

Winner Rosemary VanKirk and From the Heart founder David Eckhardt. VanKirk 

won $1,000 in the Jan. 1  From the Heart Rochelle Rotary Cash Calendar draw-

ing.

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 

STAFF WRITER 

ROCHELLE – The 

first winner of the From 

the Heart Rochelle Ro-

tary Cash Calendar was 

chosen and received her 

check Friday afternoon.

Rosemary VanKirk of 

Rochelle was randomly 

chosen as the winner on 

Jan. 1. Since the first of 

the year is a holiday, the 

winning amount was for 

$1,000, compared to just 

a usual day of $25.

VanKirk said that she 

was very surprised and 

happy when she found 

out that she had won.

See WIN page 4

VanKirk $1,000 richer

(PHOTO BY ANDREW HEISERMAN)
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BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – A multi-family 
apartment building located in the 
200 block of Cherry Avenue near 
downtown Rochelle caught on 
fire Monday afternoon. The Rochelle Fire Department 

received the call of a building 
with smoke coming out of the 
window and one occupant pos-
sibly inside at 12:16 p.m. 

The building on fire is home to 
three families; two of the families 
could not identify if the resident 
in the burning apartment was 
home at the time of the fire.

Rochelle Fire Department 
and Rochelle Police Department 
then began working to locate the 
individual.“We looked all around the 

building and did not find him 
and he was eventually located 

by the Rochelle Police nowhere 
near the burning building,” ex-
plained Rochelle Fire Chief Dave 
Sawlsville. The fire started in the upstairs 

apartment and did not spread to 
any other portions of the build-
ing, but the upstairs apartment 
suffered major fire damage. The 
rest of the building experienced 
smoke and water damage. 

There were no injuries that 
resulted from the fire and no 
other surrounding property was 
damaged.The cause of the fire is still 

under investigation. The total 
cost estimate of damages is ap-
proximately  $30,000. Two individuals will have to 

be displaced due to damages to 
the property. Assisting the Rochelle Fire 

Department were the Ogle-Lee 
Fire Departments.

BY RUSSELL HODGESSTAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE — Con-struction on the new recre-ation center at Helms South remains on schedule as the $14 million project inches toward its targeted Septem-ber 2020 completion.Megan Simon, proj-ect manager at Ringland-Johnson Construction, ad-dressed the Flagg-Rochelle Community Park District Board of Commissioners during its monthly meeting at Rochelle City Hall on Monday. Simon revealed that precast work in the 

swimming area should be 
complete by Wednesday, 
with detailing work begin-ning soon after. Simon also said that 

work is continuing on the 

metal roof deck above 
the community area, with 
the roof deck above the 
swimming pool coming 
this week as well. The next 
three weeks will include 

work on the east side of the 
fieldhouse area, and work-ers will leave an opening 

on the south side of the 
building so the swimming 
pool can be dug out.

“We’ll then be prepping to get 
some temporary power out there 
so we can start working inside, and 
we’ll be pouring slabs by April and 
working on interior walls.”

Megan Simon

“We’re through the first round of the IDPH permit-ting process,” Simon said. “We submitted our swim-ming pool drawings to the IDPH in October and we got their comments back last week… We’ll be continu-ing outside and hopefully getting dried in on the swim-ming pool, community center and fieldhouse. We’ll then be prepping to get some temporary power out there so we can start working inside, and we’ll be pouring slabs by April and working on interior walls.”
See PARK page 4

Precast work nearly complete
Finishing work in swimming area expected to begin late this week

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – Monday 
night’s Rochelle Township 
High School board meeting 
started a bit emotionally as 
retiring band director Ron 
Duval addressed the board 
during public comment.Duval talked about his 36 

years as band director at the 
school and how great it has 
been, even teaching music 
to some of the now board 
members as well as District 
Superintendent Jason Harper. 

“It has been a pleasure to 
teach here and encourage stu-
dents to value their education 
in both music and academics,” 
said Duval. “I have been able 
to provide students the op-
portunity to not only choose 
to participate in band but also 
pursue their other interests.”

Duval will retire after the 
end of this school year in May.Principal reportFollowing the presentation 

from Duval, board members 
passed a motion to approve the 
entire consent agenda includ-
ing minutes for the December 
regular meeting and executive 
session, pay the bills and ap-
prove the treasurer’s report.

Principal Chris Lewis then 
addressed the board, touching 
on the end of the first semester 
and final exams as well as 
freshman seminar.The RTHS freshman class 

seminar aims to help students 
know what classes are neces-
sary to take the following se-
mester, making class selection 
much easier.“The counselors are in one 

of their busier times of the 
year, they are meeting with 

kids in full groups and talking 
to them about what they took 
as freshman and what they are 
going to need to take as sopho-
mores,” Lewis explained.He also explained plans 

to celebrate Martin Luther 
King Jr., both on Monday and 
throughout the week.One of the activities the 

school has planned is a coin 
drive during second hour in 
which the winning class will 
be rewarded with a pizza 
party. Another is playing the 
iconic “I have a dream” speech 
throughout the hallways. Superintendent reportBoard members accepted 

the resignation of English 
teacher Joel Ramsey and ap-
proved the employment of 
Shaun Schaefers as the new 
band and marching band di-
rector for the 2020-21 school 
year.

Business manager Kevin 
Dale also gave a short up-
date on the 2020 budget and 
expenses to-date, saying the 
district has currently used 
approximately 51.9 percent 
of its budget.“Our budget is set at $15.7 

million and we have spent 
just about $8.2 million,” Dale 
explained.Following an executive 

session, board members 
passed a motion to expel a 
student for the remainder of 
the school year. The student 
will be placed in alternative 
schooling for the 2020-21 
school year.The February meeting will 

be held on Tuesday, Feb. 18 
due to Presidents Day falling 
on that Monday. 

Fire forces out two tenants

Plans official for Duval’s retirementBoard hires new band director

(PHOTO BY ANDREW HEISERMAN)

Rochelle and Ogle-Lee firefighters were on the scene of a structure fire 

in the 200 block of Cherry Avenue Monday just after 12 p.m. A fire in 

an upstairs apartment was extinguished without causing fire damage 

to the other apartments. However, portions of the apartment building 

experienced smoke and water damage.
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State releases $500 million for statewide 
technology innovation network

BY JERRY NOWICKI
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD — 
Gov. JB Pritzker recently 
touted statewide benefits 
he said will result from 
a $500 million state in-
vestment in 15 hubs of a 
University of Illinois-led 
public-private research 
institute network.

Pritzker, a Democrat, 
announced at a Chicago 
news conference on the 
site of one of the future 
developments that the state 
would release the fund-
ing, which was originally 
approved under former 
Republican Gov. Bruce 
Rauner and reauthorized in 
last year’s state operating 
budget.

The money is for the 
planning and construction 
of the Discovery Partners 
Institute — a public-pri-
vate research and devel-
opment and workforce 
development hub led by the 
UI — and 14 other hubs of 
a statewide program.

“Today’s announce-
ment is so exciting. It will 
fast-track construction 
planning and we hope to 
break ground for DPI in 
a few months,” said UI 
President Timothy Killeen.

The DPI campus will 
receive $230 million of the 
$500 million state invest-
ment and will be located 
in Chicago’s South Loop 
in a development area 
known as The 78, so named 
because the real estate de-
veloper, Related Midwest, 
has plans to make it the 
city’s 78th neighborhood.

Pritzker said through 
another UI-led program 
— the Illinois Innovation 
Network, or IIN — the 
investment’s economic im-
pact will be felt statewide. 
The IIN is a network of DPI 
and another 14 regional 
hubs which will receive 
portions of the other $270 
million in state funding.

Those hubs include 
partnerships with all of the 
state’s public universities, 
which will each create 
specific programs and 
facilities that fall in line 

with the IIN’s and DPI’s 
innovation, workforce de-
velopment and economic 
growth goals. The stated 
goal of the program is to 
train the state’s workforce 
for in-demand technology 
jobs.

Pritzker said making Il-
linois a hub for technolog-
ical innovation will make 
it a more desirable place 
for students specializing in 
technological fields to start 
their careers after college 
graduation. 

“Through the Illinois 
Innovation Network, DPI’s 
success will radiate across 
the state to 15 hubs from 
Chicago to Rockford to 
Peoria to Edwardsville,” 
Pritzker said. “We are 
investing in workforce 
development and innova-
tion and (Research) and 
(Development) all across 
our state.”

Chicago Mayor Lori 
Lightfoot echoed the gov-
ernor and said the project 
could be “a game changer” 
for the city, which will also 
be making improvements 
to the area surrounding the 
new facility. She said it will 
help the city and state retain 
students upon graduation.

“The problem is after 
we train and educate our 
students…they leave,” 
she said.

She said only about 
half of UI engineering 
graduates remain in the 
state, while only 38 per-
cent of computer science 
and computer engineering 
graduates from the UI’s 
Urbana-Champaign cam-
pus stay in the state after 
graduating.

“Today is about turning 
all of that around,” she said.

Killeen quoted an eco-
nomic impact study con-
ducted by the Boston 
Consulting Group which 
said the project will create 
48,000 jobs in the next 10 
years, creating an econom-
ic impact of $19 billion.

According to DPI’s 
website, programs at the 
facility “will initially focus 
on our economy’s existing 
strengths: data analytics 
and computing, and their 

UI-led public-private research institutes will have 15 hubs across state, including NIU
applications in food and 
agriculture; health and 
wellness; finance and in-
surance; and transporta-
tion/logistics. All of these 
industries have a strong 
Fortune 500 presence in 
the state.”

The state’s investment 
will be met with private 
and university investment 
as well, including $230 
million that is already com-
mitted from UI fundraising 
efforts. The governor’s 
office released a document 
with other committed and 
pending non-state funds 
that total more than $500 
million in private and other 
state university investment 
in the DPI facility and the 
other 14 state hubs.

DPI has been operating 
out of temporary space 
in downtown Chicago, 
offering classes and hiring 
staff. Its leader is UI alum 
William Jackson, who 
is the former president 
of the Milwaukee-based 
Johnson Controls, which 
produces building-secu-
rity, climate-control and 
HVAC equipment, and 
fire-suppression products.

BY JERRY NOWICKI 
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

 
SPRINGFIELD — Two Chicago-area residents who 

tested positive for novel coronavirus earlier this year have 
recovered and were released from home isolation this 
weekend, according to public health officials. 

Federal, state and local health officials made the 
announcement in a news release Saturday, noting that 
the risk to the general public remains low and the two 
patients caused no further spread of the virus.

“Based on what is currently known about the virus, and 
after close consultation with (the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention and the Illinois Department of 
Public Health), we believe both patients can now safely 
return to their regular activities, including work, without 
restrictions,” Dr. Allison Arwady, Chicago Department 
of Public Health commissioner, said in a news release.

Arwady added the patients have had “multiple rounds 
of negative testing for the virus and are clinically well.”

“They do not need to wear masks, and neither does 
anyone interacting with them. They have been cleared,” 
she said. 

The two patients are husband and wife, and the woman, 
in her 60s, had recently returned from Wuhan, China, 
where the spread of the virus began. Health officials said 
at an earlier news conference that the spread of the virus 
to her husband was “not totally unexpected” due to the 
couple’s close proximity.

The couple was hospitalized at AMITA St. Alexius 
Medical Center in suburban Hoffman Estates in January 
and released to home isolation Feb. 7. Public health of-
ficials did not release other identifying information due 
to privacy concerns.

Illinois coronavirus 
patients cured, released 
from home isolation
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SPORTS PERFECT GAME 
 
Former RTHS bowler Dallas Driver shot his 
first sanctioned 300 game this past week. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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Bedroom & Mattress Event

Rochelle wrestlers Ben Harvey and Gavin Ansteth each medaled and qualified for the IHSA 2A State Championships at the State Farm Center in Champaign this 
weekend. Harvey (left) took second in the Rochelle sectional, while Ansteth (right) finished fourth.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Double trouble
Harvey, Ansteth qualify for IHSA State Championships in Champaign

RTHS Girls Basketball

Lady Hubs bounce Belvidere in regional opener
Rochelle clinches semifinal berth against No. 1 seed Sycamore

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Gavin 
Ansteth needed to wrestle 
through three opponents 
in order to qualify for the 
IHSA 2A State Champi-
onships in Champaign 

next weekend. One of 
those foes was Aurora 
Christian regional title 
winner Braden Hunter, 
who topped Ansteth with 
a close 3-0 decision in the 
Sycamore regional this 
past weekend.

Determined to avenge 

his regional loss and 
achieve the goal he set 
at the start of his senior 
season, Ansteth scored 
takedowns in both the first 
and second periods before 
stonewalling Hunter in 
the third period to win the 
rematch 4-2 and clinch 

his spot in the state meet. 
Ansteth (28-12) medaled 
in fourth place in the 
195-pound bracket.

“I had a goal at the 
beginning of the season 
to step on the state mat,” 
Ansteth said. “That was 
in my mind before every 

match, and I did everything 
I could to get that done. It’s 
an awesome feeling, and 
coach [Rich] Harvey was 
really rooting for me to 
make it. I feel like I made 
a lot of people proud. I 
was able to keep my space 
during the match and work 

my offense.”
Ansteth opened the 

tournament on Satur-
day needing to win three 
straight wrestlebacks in 
order to earn his place in 
the state meet. 

See HUBS page 3

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Sophomore Jordin Dickey dribbles between Belvidere defenders Brynn Kirkland and Delaney Hausen during 
Rochelle’s regional game against the Bucs on Monday.

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Bel-
videre’s Maya Smith 
almost single-handedly 
willed the ninth-seeded 
Bucs to an improbable 
comeback against the 
seventh-seeded Rochelle 
Lady Hubs in the IHSA 
3A Sycamore Regional 
Quarterfinals on Monday.

Trailing 45-29 mid-
way through the fourth 
quarter, Smith sunk mul-
tiple deep 3-pointers and 
used her quick burst to 
draw fouls and convert 
at the free-throw line. 
Her efforts sparked a 
17-3 Belvidere run that 
brought the Bucs within 
two points of the Lady 
Hubs with only seconds 
to play in the game.

But despite the gritty 
effort from Smith, who 

finished with a game-high 
31 points, Rochelle man-
aged to survive Belvidere 
and hang on for a 52-48 
victory. The Lady Hubs 
(5-26) clinched a spot 
in the semifinals, where 
they’ll see the top-seeded 
Sycamore Spartans on 
their home floor Tuesday 
night at 6 p.m.

“It feels really good,” 
said junior guard Sofia 
Lenkaitis, who led Ro-
chelle with 17 points on 
Monday. “We’re 1-0 right 
now and we’re starting 
this tournament with a 
clean slate. We’re all try-
ing to do our best… We 
know that Sycamore has 
a really strong team, but 
if we can play together 
and hit our shots, I think 
we’ll have a good chance 
to win.”

See GIRLS page 3
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

1030 South 7th Street

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

Cappel’s Complete Car Care
1161 S. 7th St., Rochelle, IL
www.cappelscompletecarecare.com

815-561-TIRE (8473)
M-F 8am--5pm • Sat 8am-Noon

BEST PRICE AROUND!
FULL 

SYNTHETIC 
OIL CHANGE

$4599
Up 
to 5 
Quarts

Exp. 6/30/20

Here is another great 
reason to come to Kish.
We love
heavy
metal!
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You will be a rock
star as you diagnose
and repair all types
of vehicles in the
Automotive & Diesel
Programs at Kish!

Find your reason – register today!
www.kish.edu/reasons

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We Can Do That
Postcards

Business Cards
Magazines
Brochures
Yard Signs

Flyers
Posters
Banners

Letterheads
Calendars
Catalogs
Folders

Envelopes
Stickers
Labels

CD/DVD Packing
  litho  digital print & copy  design  large format

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
P: 815.562.7057 • hubprint@hubprint.net

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

Highway 38 • Rochelle, IL

Highway 38 
Rochelle, IL

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

Kenny’s  
Place

Sunday 11am-11pm • Monday-Wednesday 10am-1am
Thursday-Saturday 10am-2am

411 Cherry Ave. • Rochelle, IL • 815-562-6568

#GoHubs#purplepride

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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• Custom 
Embroidery

• Direct to garment 
printing

•Custom Heat 
Transfer

• 1,000’s of 
products 
available

• Fast Turn Around
•No Minimum 

Order

Rochelle’s #1 Stop for all your Custom Logo Wear Needs.
Downtown Rochelle • 815-561-9500 • 926customembroidery@gmail.com

M-F 10-5, Sat. 9-12

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Former RTHS bowler Dallas Driver rolled his first sanctioned 300 game during the 
Tuesday Night Service League this past week.

(PHOTO BY JOHN SHANK)

Driver records first 
sanctioned 300 game

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

FORMER Rochelle Township High 
School bowler Dallas Driver was 
casually listening to music during 

the Tuesday Night Service League at T-Byrd 
Lanes this past week when he soon realized 
that something special was happening.

It was like any other game for Driver, 
who was sharing AirPods with former RTHS 
teammate Nick Stevens and not worrying 
about the score posted on the screen above 
him. The score became tough for Driver to 
ignore, however, when he stepped up and 
threw a ninth consecutive strike to carry a 
perfect game into the 10th frame.

Needing three more strikes, Driver toed 
the line and delivered the biggest shots of 
his bowling career, clearing the rack each 
time and finishing with his first sanctioned 
300 game. Days after accomplishing the 
perfect game, the experience still seemed 
surreal to the 18-year-old.

“It really set in that I was on pace for a 
300 around the ninth frame,” Driver said. 
“I wasn’t paying much attention but once I 
realized it was possible… I never thought 

I would throw a 300 game at 18 years old. 
I was pumped when I threw the 300, and it 
took days for it to set in. Seeing people react 
around me was what really made it enjoy-
able. It was awesome to hear everybody 
cheering me on and it felt great to have them 
there to witness everything.”

Driver spent four years bowling with the 
RTHS program, helping the Hubs qualify 
for sectionals during his junior season. 
He’s been bowling league at T-Byrds for 
roughly two months now, and he said the 
new experience has helped him open up and 
make connections. He still reflects fondly 
on his time with the Hubs, however, and he 
credits former teammates Brady Shank and 
Tyler Johnson for helping him become the 
bowler he is today.

“I enjoy the people the most and I’ve 
talked to more people in league than I 
thought I would,” Driver said. “It’s been a 
great experience for me. I enjoy the friendli-
ness a lot, but I miss competing with Brady 
and Tyler. I’d love to have one more season 
with them because they were a big reason 
why I still bowl today. They ignited my love 
for the sport and without them, I wouldn’t 
be bowling today.”
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SPORTS

From page 1

The senior had minimal 
trouble during his first two 
bouts, recording pins over 
Joliet Catholic’s Aidan 
Watkins and Rich East’s 
Julian Imoniruwe. The 
wins moved Ansteth into 
the consolation semifinals, 
where he used the same 
move twice to score both 
takedowns against Hunter 
and gain the advantage.

“I knew I had to domi-
nate with my offense,” 
Ansteth said. “I kept tight 
ties throughout the match 
and I was able to get it 
done. I’m looking forward 
to enjoying the experience 
down there. It’s a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity for 
me and I’m going to make 
the best of it.”

Junior Ben Harvey (39-
4) will also be heading to 
the state championships 
next weekend. Harvey 
started Saturday’s ses-
sion with a semifinal bout 

against Freeport regional 
champion Matthew Chav-
ers. After a scoreless first 
period, Harvey took a 
slight lead on an escape, 
and he successfully rode 
Chavers in the third pe-
riod to emerge with a 1-0 
victory. Harvey placed 
second in the 182-pound 
bracket and will compete 
at state for the second time.

“I tried some things in 
the first period but nothing 
was really working for 
me,” Harvey said. “I man-
aged to get up pretty easily 
in the second period. He 
chose bottom for the third 
period, and after about a 
minute, I realized that he 
wasn’t moving very much. 
I milked the time with my 
bar and I was able to hang 
on for the win.”

Six Hubs returned to 
the mats for sectional 
competition on Saturday 
including senior Keegan 
Davis-Carter (31-11), 
who fell one match short 

of qualifying for the state 
meet. The 138-pounder 
won back-to-back wres-
tlebacks, defeating Rich 
East’s Kaylon Vaughn 
14-3 and slipping past 
Freeport’s Tarrone Jack-
son 8-7. Davis-Carter 
scored last in his consola-
tion semifinal bout with 
Geneseo’s Logan Tuggle, 
but fell just short in a 3-2 
decision.

Sophomore 126-pound-
er Caleb Nadig (32-8) won 
his first wrestleback, pin-
ning Aurora Christian’s 
Adan Rocha before drop-
ping a tough 2-0 decision 
against Joliet Catholic’s 
Logan Kuhel-Trimmer. 
Junior 132-pounder Grant 
Thompson (22-19) and 
sophomore 145-pounder 
Ethan Tooley (21-21) 
both lost their opening 
wrestlebacks. The IHSA 
State Championships will 
begin on Thursday, Feb. 20 
at the State Farm Center in 
Champaign.

Rochelle wrestlers Ben Harvey and Gavin Ansteth (left and right) will kick off the 
IHSA State Championships with opening-round matches on Thursday.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

HUBS: State wrestling 
meet begins on Thursday

From page 1

Both teams started the 
quarterfinal contest slow-
ly, with Rochelle inching 
ahead 8-6 after the first 
quarter. The Lady Hubs 
stretched their lead in the 
second quarter behind 
four 3-pointers includ-
ing back-to-back triples 
from sophomore Josie 
Lundquist, who finished 
the game with 12 points. 
Rochelle made six triples 
by halftime, with the Lady 
Hubs leading 25-16.

“We were really there 
for each other,” Lenkaitis 
said. “We told each other 

at the beginning of the 
game that we had to come 
out and play with energy.”

With the threat of 
long-range fire bringing 
Belvidere defenders up 
to the 3-point line, Len-
kaitis took advantage with 
several dribble-drives to 
the basket, scoring eight 
third-quarter points and 
fueling the Rochelle of-
fense. Leading 40-28 en-
tering the fourth quarter, 
the Lady Hubs took their 
largest lead of the game 
with a quick 5-1 run that 
forced a Bucs timeout.

“I had a lot of help 
from my teammates down 

low,” Lenkaitis said. 
“They were moving de-
fenders around and that 
helped create space for 
me.”

While Smith’s fourth-
quarter outburst and some 
sloppy turnovers erased 
most of the Rochelle ad-
vantage, the Lady Hubs 
were able to seal the 
victory at the free-throw 
line. Lundquist made four 
consecutive freebies in 
the final seconds, keeping 
Rochelle ahead by two 
possessions and prevent-
ing Belvidere from tying 
the game or taking the 
lead.

GIRLS: Lenkaitis shines 
during quarterfinal victory

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Sophomore Lucy Bunger drives against Belvidere’s Maya Smith during 
quarterfinal action at the Sycamore regional on Monday.

RTHS Boys Basketball

Hubs light up the scoreboard against Princeton
Martin, Burdin combine for nine 3-pointers in 75-52 victory

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

PRINCETON — The 
Rochelle boys basket-
ball team rained down 
3-pointers on Princeton 
when the Hubs faced the 
Tigers in nonconference 
play on the road Saturday 
evening.

Senior Landan Mar-
tin scored a team-high 
26 points while sinking 
five triples, while junior 
Garrett Burdin drilled 
four triples and added 
21 points as the Hubs 
cruised over Princeton 
75-52 and improved to 
15-11 overall. Senior Seth 
Gould recorded 13 points 
and six rebounds for the 
Hubs, who dominated the 
first quarter 18-2 and led 
41-19 at halftime.

“Landan and Garrett 
had a ton of confidence,” 
head coach Tim Thomp-
son said. “Landan starting 
our scoring off and when 
they started focusing on 

(FILE PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Senior Seth Gould totaled 13 points and six rebounds 
on Saturday.

Landan, Garrett was open 
and knocking down shots. 
We were 12-for-24 from 
3-point range, and when 
we make 50 percent of our 
3-pointers, we’re usually 
going to reap the benefits 
of those shots.”

Wyatt Davis (11 points) 
was the only Princeton 
player to reach double 
figures on Saturday, when 
the Hubs built a 72-37 
lead after three quarters 
before hitting cruise con-
trol for the remainder of 
the game. Rochelle has 

won its last three games 
against the Tigers, who 
have not beaten the Hubs 
since 2016. Rochelle will 
host Sandwich on Friday 
at 7 p.m. for Senior Night.

“I was a little con-
cerned because we’ve 
played a lot of home 
games recently,” Thomp-
son said. “I didn’t know 
how the kids would come 
out, but they had a spark 
early in the game. They 
were turning Princeton 
over, they made shots and 
it never felt like Princeton 

could get into the game. 
We were really aggressive 
in our press and we got out 
hands on a lot of balls. We 
were shooting the ball on 
offense before they could 
get back to guard us. We 
played really quick.” 

Rochelle has been as-
signed to the IHSA 3A 
Peoria (Bradley Uni-
versity) Sectional. The 
Hubs will receive their 
IHSA regional seed and 
bracket assignments this 
Thursday and Friday, 
respectively.

“I was a little concerned because we’ve played a 
lot of home games recently. I didn’t know how 
the kids would come out, but they had a spark 
early in the game. They were turning Princeton 
over, they made shots and it never felt like 
Princeton could get into the game. We were 
really aggressive in our press and we got out 
hands on a lot of balls... We played really quick.” 

Tim Thompson
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-
Friday)
Phone: 
815-562-4171
Fax: 
815-562-2161
Email: 
classifieds@rochellenews-
leader.com
Address:
211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
Mail: 
P.O. Box 46
Rochelle, IL 61068

DEADLINES:
Sunday News-Leader: 
Thursday, 2 p.m.
Tuesday Shopping News: 
Friday, 10 a.m.
Wednesday  News-
Leader: Monday, 4 p.m.
(Deadlines subject to change 
during holiday times)

All classified marketplace 
line ads will appear in 
the following 7 print 
publications and on 5 high-
traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • 
Ogle County Life • Rochelle 
Shopping News • Ashton 
Gazette • Amboy News 
• Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts 
at $32.99 for private 
party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads 
and $19.99 for garage 
sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement 
appears incorrectly, notify 
us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than 
one incorrect insertion, and 
will only credit customer for 
one insertion.

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC AUCTION
To help settle the Edwards Estate we will offer at Public Auction the following 
described quality line of personal property.  This Auction will be held at our 
indoor facility located at 10786 Fowler Rd., Rochelle IL, 61068.  Watch for 
Bearrows Real Estate & Auction signs from Flagg Rd. & Rt. 251 at the North edge 
of Rochelle IL.  Visit our web site at www.bearrows.com for further information 
& pictures.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29th, 2020
9:00 AM 

Comfort station                                                                     Lunch
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:  Find full details by going to www.bearrows.com. There 
are many items not listed, check our web site for further pictures.  Plan now to 
attend!!

 Antiques & Household
Solid Walnut high boy headboard and matching foot board; Walnut East Lake 
style drop front desk w/ cubbyholes; Assorted wicker patio furniture; Patio table; 
Kerosene lamps; Wood & metal egg crates; Telephone stand; Secretary/China 
hutch; Leather bottom rocker; Cedar chest; King size bed; Full size oak sleigh 
bed; Oak dresser w/ mirror; Bedroom  set; Commode w/ towel  bar; 2 School 
desks; Lg. lion tapestry art; Antique child’s rocking horse; Sewing machine; Hall 
table; Mantle clock; Horse hame mirror; Hall tree; 20 gallon & 6 gallon crocks; 
Occasional tables; End tables; Wash board; Shadow boxes; Entry umbrella stand 
w/ mirror; Several antique trunks; Park bench; Glider rocker; Crosley record/
cassette player, CD recorder; Flat screen; Recliner; American Indian figurines; 
Pictures & wall decorations; Retro hat collection; Antique transit level and stand; 
Bingo game; Copper boiler; Usual kitchen items; Glassware including some 
collectable (Hull, Bavaria, cobalt blue, hand blown and others; Lots of pictures 
and wall decorations. Wooden Rochelle Bottling Co. Crate; Winchester Ammo 
box; Old marbles; 1942 Ogle County Farm Atlas & Business guide; 1951 Picture 
of Antique Model Railroad Association; Kerosene lanterns; Milk can; Many other 
antiques & collectables, too numerous to mention. 

Pickup, Garage Items, Tools & Related Items
2002 Dodge Dakota pickup, 2WD, V8, ext. Cab, Needs engine & body work; 10” 
Craftsman radial arm saw; Craftsman 12” wood lathe; Craftsman joiner plainer; 
Bench vise; Assorted hand & power tools; Cart table; Rockwell drill press; Disc/
belt sander; Torch kit; Cement mixer; Roadmaster girls bike; Power X suspension 
bike; Electric pressure washer; Portable air compressor; 2 Horse saddles; 
several primitive tools and items; Upright hand corn sheller; Roller blades; 
PERSONAL PROPERTY TERMS: Cash or Check w/ driver’s license I.D., VISA, 
Master Card, Discover or American Express. 10% Buyers Premium applies to 
all purchases.  Electronic clerking system used.  Announcements made the 
day of Auction take precedence over all prior advertising.  Not responsible for 
accidents or items after sold.

Edwards Estate - Chana, IL
AUCTIONEERS:

JOHN BEARROWS, Rochelle, IL
(815) 739-9150

IL Lic. #440000243
JOSH HICKEY, Steward, IL

(815) 739-1030
IL Lic. #441001092Visit our website www.bearrows.com

(815) 562-5113 

Want To Teach Your Kids About 
Responsibility?

The Rochelle News-Leader has five
openings for newspaper carriers.

• Must be 10 years or over
• 3 deliveries per week
• Most routes take less 
than 45 minutes
• No collecting
• A great place to 
teach your child about 
responsibility - and the 
rewards ofearning  
their own spending money
• Adult carriers are 
welcome, too!

12082019

Contact Wanda at the 
Rochelle News-Leader 

office
211 E. Hwy. 38, 

561-2112

ROUTE 13-14
NORTH 6TH ST & 7TH ST. AND 

AVENUES IN BETWEEN
ROUTE 24-25

SOUTH MAIN, SOUTH 1ST, SOUTH 
2ND, SOUTH 3RD STREETS

ROUTE 16
CHERRY AVE., 200-700 BLOCK 

LINCOLN HWY., 100-700 BLOCK N. 
MAIN ST., WASHINGTON ST.

ROUTE 28
SOUTHVIEW DR., WILLIS AVE., LAKE 

LIDA LN.
ROUTE 37

MILL POND DR., BROOKSTONE DR., 
SUNSET LN., SHADY PASS, 

FLAGG CENTER

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

SPACIOUS HOME W/OLD WORLD CHARM
3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

Eat-in Kitchen, Separate Dining Rm
Bonus Room, Enclosed Porch

Updated Mechanicals, 2-Car Garage
 

Agent showing is: 
 Kim Lancaste  815-762-2885

OPEN HOUSE SAT. 2/22 11:00-1:00
501 S. 3rd, Rochelle $125,500

02192020

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALE HOUSES FOR SALE 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 
ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 

Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.
Total Gym Workout 
Treadmill for $150. 
Used 2 years. 815-762-
5644. (02-19-20)

315  315  
WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY
 
WANTED: Coin 
operated machines, 
slot machines, 
pinball, arcade, trade 
simulators, jukeboxes. 
Working or not working. 
815-397-6586.

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 

all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT
 
ROCHELLE: CLEAN, 
Quiet, No Pets/
Smoking. Parking in 
Rear. Coin Laundry. 
630-858-4180. (02-19-
20)

ROCHELLE 
PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT
All size rental 

properties
Residential & 
Commercial

Rochelle, Ottawa and 
surrounding area.
Call 815-562-7368
www.rochelleproperty.com 02

17
20

19

 

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

Want breaking news wherever you are?

Like us on facebook.
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SPORTS
Rochelle Wrestling Club

Junior Hubs bring home titles at Batavia Classic
Postseason begins with IKWF Byron Regional on March 1

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

BATAVIA — The Ro-
chelle Wrestling Club 
fielded four champions 
during the Batavia Classic 
on Sunday, Feb. 16. Ne-
hemiah Andronic, Rowen 

Villalobos, Zachary John-
son and Tony Milburn all 
went unbeaten to record 
first-place finishes in their 
respective brackets.

Both Andronic (2-0) 
and Villalobos (2-0) won 
titles in the Tots Division 
on Sunday, while Brantley 

Koenig finished fourth 
in the Bantam Division. 
Johnson (2-0) recorded 
two pins for first place in 
his Intermediate Division 
bracket, with Aidan Lopez 
(2-1) taking third.

Four Rochelle wrestlers 
battled in the Novice Di-

vision including Milburn 
(3-0), who led all Junior 
Hubs with three victories 
in the tournament. Roman 
Villalobos (2-1) placed 
second in his bracket, 
while Boone Alderks and 
Deegan Schabacker did 
not place.

Kaiden Morris (2-1) 
and Xavier Villalobos 
(2-1) both brought home 
second-place finishes in 
the Senior Division on 
Sunday. Riley Damask 
(1-1) and Grant Gensler 
(2-1) each took fifth in 
their respective brackets. 

The RWC will compete in 
the IKWF Byron Regional 
on Sunday, March 1. Top-6 
finishers in the Intermedi-
ate, Novice and Senior 
Division brackets will ad-
vance to participate in the 
IKWF Rochelle Sectional 
on Saturday, March 7.

Rochelle Wrestling Club grapplers Nehemiah Andronic, Tony Milburn and Zachary Johnson (left to right) show off their first-place medals after competing in the 
Batavia Classic on Sunday. 

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
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RTHS Girls Track & Field

Lady Hubs returning versatile, talented group 
Rochelle opens season at Sycamore Invitational on March 10

Sophomores Sara Johnson and Liberty Hayes (left and right) will play significant roles with the Rochelle girls 
track and field team this season.

(FILE PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle girls track and 
field team will look to 
be competitive in several 
areas when the Lady Hubs 
lace up their cleats and 
burn the rubber this sea-
son. The Lady Hubs will 
open the 2020 season at 
the Sycamore Invitational 
on Tuesday, March 10.  

Rochelle finished the 
2019 season with multiple 
strong showings including 
third-place performances 
in both the Landers-Loo-
mis Invitational and the 
Woodstock Invitational. 
The Lady Hubs won the 
Ogle County Invitational 
before taking fifth in the 
IHSA 2A Rochelle Sec-
tional under then first-year 
head coach Alison Vrana, 
who said she’s excited for 
this season.

“We have a strong 
group of returning athletes 
and we have a strong 
freshman class,” Vrana 
said. “We’re looking to be 
competitive in the sprints 
and the throwing events, 
and we’re also looking to 
compete in the triple jump 

and the high jump. Our 
distance crew has strong 
returners, but we also have 
several distance freshmen 
who are ready to compete. 
I’m looking forward to 
seeing the versatility of 
this group.”

Rochelle’s sprinters 
are headlined by sopho-
more Liberty Hayes and 
senior Macey Ryan, who 
qualified for the IHSA 
State Championships in 
the 100-meter dash last 
season. Senior Gabrielle 
Harding will return to lead 
the throwing crew after 
recording top-5 sectional 
finishes in the discus and 
shot put last season. Se-
nior Maddie Ohlinger fin-
ished the 2019 campaign 
as a top-5 sectional triple 
jumper, and Ohlinger will 
lead Rochelle in the jump-
ing pits this spring.

The Lady Hubs will 
feature sophomore Tea-
gan Meyers in the high 
jump, while junior Afi 
Gati will return to the 
throwing crew after earn-
ing a top-5 sectional 
shot-put finish in 2019. 
Senior Britney Baez and 
sophomore Sara Johnson 
will be Rochelle’s leaders 

in the distance events. The 
Lady Hubs are excited 
for their first season as 
members of the Interstate 
8 Conference.

“I think we’ll be com-

petitive in the confer-
ence,” Vrana said. “We’re 
hoping for a top-3 finish 
in the conference, and I 
think we’ll be competitive 
in the Landers-Loomis 

Invitational, the Free-
port Invitational and the 
Ogle County Invitational. 
We’re looking to get sev-
eral athletes to the state 
meet. Gabby, Teagan and 

Liberty just missed the 
state meet last year and 
they will be stronger this 
year. Macey is also look-
ing to return to state for 
the fourth year in a row.”

RTHS Boys Track & Field

Hubs blending old, new athletes to build roster
Season-opener scheduled for Saturday, Feb. 29 at DeKalb

Junior Aiden Seldal (left) and senior Gyvanziel Quinonez (right) are primed to lead the distance crew of the 
Rochelle boys track and field team this season.

(FILE PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle boys track and 
field team is less than 
three weeks away from 
its 2020 season-opener 
at the DeKalb Triangular 
on Saturday, Feb. 29. The 
Hubs will enter this season 
with multiple returning 
athletes in the field events, 
and the addition of several 
new athletes will create 
opportunities to score 
in individual and relay 
events.

Rochelle will look to 
build on second-place per-
formances in the Assump-
tion Invitational and the 
Ogle County Invitational 
in 2019. Head coach John 
Dobbs also said the Hubs 
are making a concerted 
effort to bring home first 
place in the Hub Relays, 
an event Rochelle has 
never won. The Hubs 
finished seventh in last 
season’s IHSA 2A Sterling 
Sectional.

“It’s long overdue that 

we win the Hub Relays,” 
Dobbs said. “That’s going 
to be a goal of ours this 
season… We’d like to win 
as much as we can, but we 
also want to get better with 
every meet, and we want 
to see continued growth. 
If we aren’t seeing that 
growth, then we aren’t 
coaching right… We have 
so many new kids to the 
sport, and I think we’re go-
ing to have a good mix of 
old and new kids this year. 
I think that mix will make 
us a much better team.”

Junior Trevor Good-
win will return to lead 
Rochelle in the triple 
jump after medaling in 
sixth place at the IHSA 
State Championships last 
season. The Hubs will 
feature senior Aaron Von-
dergathen in the pole vault 
as well as seniors Parker 
Hale and Ben Hickey in 
the high jump.

Senior Gyvanziel Qui-
nonez was within seconds 
of reaching state in the 
800-meter run at Sterling 
sectional, and Dobbs will 

be looking for him to step 
up this spring. Dobbs 
also said that senior Santi 
Cordoba and junior Aiden 
Seldal will have prominent 
roles in the distance events. 

One possible new addition 
in the long jump, Dobbs 
said, will be junior Crue 
Larsen.

“Gyvanziel’s off to a 
better start than he was last 

year,” Dobbs said. “I’m 
sure he wants to leave his 
mark on our program, and 
I think he’s primed for a 
big senior season… Trevor 
being an All-State athlete 

was really exciting, and 
he was always improving 
as the season went along. 
I think that, with his work 
ethic, he’s only going to 
get better.” 
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