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2 Honoring the senior class

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE — With the cur-
rent social distancing guidelines
and the recent decision to extend
school closures, Rochelle Town-
ship High School has found a
way to abide by all CDC recom-
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Plans underway for graduation ceremony, virtual prom for Rochelle seniors

Pool to remain closed for summer

BY RUSSELL HODGES
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE — Directors and com-
missioners with the Flagg-Rochelle Com-
munity Park District decided Monday
evening that Spring Lake Pool will not
open for the 2020 season.

While the park district will move
forward with its plans to use its OSLAD
Grant and improve the Spring Lake facili-

WEATHER ties this summer, the ongoing coronavirus
pandemic has made it difficult for officials
Y to determine a date in which the pool can
‘v ‘W open safely and be properly staffed. July
‘ 1 had been viewed as a possible opening
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Lake closed in order to start on the im-
provement project and fully prepare the
facility for the 2021 season.

“Delaying the opening would cause
quite a few problems staff-wise,” aquatics
director Marianne Swanson said. “There’s
no guarantee that we would have the staff
to open on July 1. Another concern would
be whether or not parents will allow their
kids to be helped by our lifeguards because
of social distancing. Even swimming les-
sons would put both kids and our staff in
positions where they wouldn’t be safe. In

mendations, while still honoring
as many students as it can in the
safest way possible.

To honor as many 2020 gradu-
ating seniors as possible, before
they move onto the next chapter
in their life such as the workforce
or military, RTHS has plans to
hold a modified outdoor gradua-

able to get out of the vehicle to
walk up on a stage to receive
their diploma and hear their name
read aloud. Parents will be able to
take photos and videos from the
vehicle and then the next student
and family will come through.

tion ceremony and a virtual prom.
The virtual prom will be held on
Saturday, May 16 and the gradu-
ation ceremony will be held as
scheduled on Saturday, May 23.

Forthe current ceremony plans,
students will drive up with their
families dressed in their cap and

gown. Then, the student will be See RTHS page 4

“...Even swimming lessons would put both kids

and our staff in positions where they wouldn’t be
safe. In addition to cleaning and everything else,
there are so many uncertainties that opening the

pool this summer worries me.”
Marianne Swanson

addition to cleaning and everything else,
there are so many uncertainties that open-
ing the pool this summer worries me.”

Executive director Jackee Ohlinger said
that improvements could begin as early as
June, with a larger Grand Opening of the
renovated facility scheduled for the start of
the 2021 season. Ohlinger said the current
shelter-in-place order has limited the park
district’s ability to train staff members for
this summer, and she said that, if Spring
Lake Pool were to open this summer, ad-
ditional measures would need to be taken
in order to ensure safety for all.”

“I’ve been on several Zoom meetings
with other park district directors, and none
ofthem have opening dates for their pools,”
Ohlinger said. “Everybody has been on
hold as they wait to see what happens if

and when restrictions are lifted... Spring
Lake Pool is near and dear to our hearts,
but this is a great way for us to make
lemonade out of lemons. We can move
forward right away with our project and
check it off our list so we don’t miss a beat
next summer.”

Action items

Park district commissioners unani-
mously approved a resolution allocating
$12,940 in spending for lockers to be
used inside the 24-hour fitness facility at
the recreation center that’s currently on
scheduled to be completed in September.
Commissioners also approved a change to
its sound system, which will cost around
$87,000, as well as the purchase of a zero-
turn mower for $9,279.
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BY ANDREW HEISERMAN

ROCHELLE - Last month, before the current stay-at-home order was issued,

Kennay Farms Distillery of Rochelle won two silver medals at the Denver Interna-
tional Spirits Competition.

The competition took place on March 14 and 15, in Denver, Colorado and in-
cluded over 450 entries from 11 different countries. For the competition, each spirit
is judged in a blind taste test, by three judges.

Judges then choose their favorites and awards are given out for the best of the
show, double gold, gold, silver and bronze, Kennay Farms won a silver medal for
both its vodka and its gin. Along with a top-notch team of workers, Kennay Farms
also knows high quality ingredients are necessary to make great spirits.

“Our vodka is made with 100 percent corn from our farm that passes through 20
distillation sites and is carbon filtered for a smooth finished product,” said Aubrey
Quinn, daughter of owners Rick and Doris Kennay and manager of marketing.
“Then, our gin has subtle juniper notes, crisp coriander, lemongrass and bitter orange
balance with cracked black pepper and orris root.”

Aswell as its award-winning vodka and gin, Kennay Farms has a rye whiskey and
a bourbon they plan to release in the future. The whiskey is aging in the Rickhouse
and will be ready in the fall of 2020 and the bourbon will be barreled in summer of
2020 to be released after three to five years of aging.

The distillery has shifted its focus to making hand sanitizer during the current
COVID-19 pandemic, but has plans for an agave spirit and rum when it converts
production back to making liquors. For anybody that would like to pick up any
of the spirits, hand sanitizer or growlers of craft beer, Kennay Farms is offering
carry-out service. More information and carry-out hours can be found online at
kennayfarmsdistilling.com.
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Do you have questions about COVID-19 symptoms? Please call the RCH Triage
Line at 815-561-8829 for further instructions. This line has been activated to answer

any questions you may have about COVID-19. You can reach one of
Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

If you have symptoms such as loss of smell and taste, cough, fever, chills, runny
nose, sore throat, diarrhea, vomiting or muscle aches, you could have a virus.
This virus COULD BE COVID-19. We are still in the midst of flu season as well.
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Board gets update
on remote learning

Board approves employment requests

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE — Due to the current
COVID-19 situation, the monthly
high school board meeting had a short
agenda.

After approving the consent agenda,
board members received an update
from the superintendent on the recent
extension of school closures for the
remainder ofthe academic school year.
He addressed the upcoming virtual
prom, modified outdoor graduation
ceremony and finals.

“During the special report portion
of the meeting, I gave an update on
remote learning, what the kids have
been doing and what the teachers are
doing,” said Jason Harper, district
superintendent. “As well as extracur-
ricular activities and special events at
the end of the year.”

During the superintendent’s re-

port, board members approved the
resignation request of a math teacher
and the retirement request of a bus
driver. Employment requests were
also approved by the board for three
department chairs, two teachers and
a bus aide.

Another topic of interest discussed
during the superintendent’s report,
was the resurfacing of the bus barn
parking lot and driveway. The school
will be working with Fehr Graham
& Green Associates to determine the
best course of action moving forward.
A motion was also approved by the
board to move forward with updating
and improving many security cameras
located on the school’s campus.

Finally, board members were pre-
sented with a packet including all new
board policy updates provided by the
Illinois Association of School Boards.
Board members will make a decision
on the packet at next months meeting.

Several drivers

cited for speeding

On April 17 at 9:30
a.m., Rochellepolice cited
Alexis Moreland, 44, of
Rochelle, for speeding 48
m.p.h.ina30m.p.h. zone.
She posted a promise to
comply and was given a
June 12 court date.

On April 17 at 1:57
p.m., Rochelle police cited
Jacqueline Campos, 42, of
Rochelle, for speeding 52
m.p.h.ina30m.p.h. zone.
She posted a promise to
comply and was given a

.m.

our nurses

June 12 court date.

On April 18 at 9:23
a.m., Rochellepolice cited
Vidal Mancillas, 44, of
Rochelle, for speeding 50
m.p.h.ina30m.p.h. zone.
He posted a promise to
comply and was given a
June 12 court date.

On April 18 at 4:40
p.m., Rochelle police cited
Ricardo Ballesteros, 24, of
Chicago, for speeding 54
m.p.h.ina30m.p.h. zone.
He posted a promise to

comply and was given a
June 12 court date.

On April 20 at 12:28
p.m., Rochelle police
arrested Scott Cook, 33,
of Rochelle, on an Ogle
County warrant. He post-
ed an I-bond and was
givenalJune 29 court date.

On April 21 at 3:21
p.m., Rochelle police
arrested Scott Cook, 33,
of Rochelle, for domestic
battery. He was transport-
ed to jail.

-’ ’
Hospital
implements
visitor
screenings

ROCHELLE — To coincide with a newly ad-
opted employee screening program, visitor screen-
ing will be implemented at Rochelle Community
Hospital beginning Wednesday, April 22.

All RCH patients and visitors will be screened
upon arrival for symptoms of COVID-19 or flu,
including a temperature check. Any visitor who
shows an indication or signs of illness during this
screening process will not be allowed to visit or
accompany the patient. Patients with fever, cough
or possible exposure will be required to wear a
mask throughout their visit.

RCH would like to encourage the public to wear
their own masks into the building if they are able
in order to save quantities of Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE) for hospital staff. Visitors are also
encouraged to reuse their own masks on repeat visits.

If your symptoms are not severe in nature, please
callthe RCH Triage Line at 815-561-8829 for further
instructions. This line has been activated to answer
any questions you may have about COVID-19. You
canreach one of our nurses Monday through Friday
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

If you have symptoms such as a cough, fever,
chills, runny nose, sore throat, diarrhea, vomiting
or muscle aches, you could have a virus. This virus
could be COVID-19. We are still in the midst of
flu season as well.

If you have general questions about COVID-19
and the triage line is closed, please call the Illi-
nois Department of Public Health (IDPH) hotline
at 1-800-889-3931 which is available 24 hours a
day/7 days a week . You can also email dph.sick@
illinois.gov.
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Contlnulng to feed the community

BY ANDREW
HEISERMAN
STAFF WRITER

MID the
current
coronavirus

situation, local pay-
what-you-can café
The Kitchen Table
continues to serve
those in need within
its community.

While all restau-
rants including The
Kitchen Table were
forced to close their
dining rooms, The
Kitchen Table contin-
ues to serve roughly
70-to-80 people a
night, three days a
week. The Kitch-
en Table is offering
pick-up and local
delivery service on
Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, as well as
drive-thru service for
take-and-bake meals
on Fridays from 2-5
p.m.

Carry-out and
delivery meals can
be ordered and paid
for by phone at 815-
561-9074, or online
through its Facebook
page and website
at www.kitchenta-
blerochelle.org. For
take and-bake meals,
families drive up and
are served one or two
pans of food based on
the size of the family.

Each pan of food
serves four to six
people and is served
with salad and din-
ner rolls as sides.
While adjusting to
the changes was

and Thursday evenings.

challenging at first,
everything is now
running smooth and
safe for everybody
involved.

“The families drive
up, we load it in their
car and send them on
their way,” said Car-
olyn Brown, founder
of The Kitchen Table.
“It enforces social
distancing for both
us and them and the
delivery helps a lot of
people who shouldn’t

be out of their homes.”

Another precaution
taken at The Kitchen
Table is only hav-
ing five employees
working at a time, to
ensure proper distance
between workers. The
Kitchen Table is also
finishing up a din-
ing room expansion
project that it hopes to
utilize soon after din-
ing rooms reopen.

The outside of the
building is almost
done, an electrician
recently installed the
lights and a quote to

The Kitchen Table has set upa system for plck-up of meals outside on Tuesday

“The families drive up, we load
it in their car and send them
on their way. It enforces social
distancing for both us and
them and the delivery helps a
lot of people who shouldn’t be
out of their homes.”

Carolyn Brown

The dmmg room expansion project is nearly complete

get the floors done is
coming in next Tues-
day. Once the building
is finished, The Kitch-
en Table will be able
to use it to continue
following social dis-
tancing guidelines in
the future.

“Hopefully when
everybody reopens,
we should be able to

Sinnissippi Centers Services

during the Coronavirus outbreak

Sinnissippi Centers is continuing to provide care and offer hope
to individuals with a behavioral health concern during the
COVID-19 outbreak.

We are taking advantage of technology and are able to use
video and phone to provide most of our services at this time.

IF YOU NEED SERVICES
Please call ahead at 800-242-7642

If you are in crisis we are available
at that toll-free number 24 hours a day.

utilize that space for
additional seating,”
said Brown. “People
aren’t going to want to
be close together and
that could be a con-
cern for a long time to
come. So, I would like
to get that building
open to be able to en-
force a 6-foot distance
between people.”

During these tough
times of adapting to
changes, The Kitchen
Table cannot thank the
community enough for
it continues support
through this process.
Without the support
from the community
and volunteers, none
of this could be pro-
vided for the people

y,

Rock River Valley

BLOOD CENTER

give

who need it.

“We appreciate
everybody’s support
through this, we have
received quite a few
donations which have
been a huge help,”
said Brown. “We just
hope that everybody
is remaining safe and
health and will con-
tinue to do so.”
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Obituaries

Orville Kurz

LINDENWOOD —
Orville Henry Kurz, 90,
died Sunday, April 19,
2020, in Rockford from
Covid-19.
Born Sept.
8, 1929 in
Ashton, he
wastheson
of Henry
and Grace
(Scha-
fer) Kurz.
He was a
graduate of Rochelle
Township High School
and served in the U.S.
Army during the Korean
Conflict.

He married Barbara
Ann Bunger on Feb. 5,
1955. Orvilleand Barba-
ra farmed in Ogle Coun-
ty for many years and
were long time members
of St. Paul Lutheran
Church in Rochelle.

Orville’s wife, Barba-
ra, passed away on May
30, 2016. Orville and
Barbara were married
for 61 years. Orville was
also preceded in death

w

by his parents, Henry
and Grace Kurz, and his
brother, Harold Kurz.
Survivors include
sons Richard Kurz of
Lindenwood and Den-
nis (Katie) Kurz of
Rockford; brother-in-
law, Lorenz Metzger
of Davis Junction;
sisters-in-law, Mary
Bunger of Rochelle,
and Louise Kurz of
Byron; and many niec-
es and nephews.

There will be a pri-
vate family graveside
service at 10 a.m. on
Wednesday, April 22
with Pastor Greg Hoff-
mann officiating. Burial
will be in Lawnridge
Cemetery.

Memorials may be
sent to St. Paul Lutheran
Church, 1415 10th Ave.,
Rochelle.

There will be a cele-
bration of Orville’s life
at a later date.

Visit www.unger-
horner.com for online
guest book.
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RTHS: Plans still in the
works for virtual prom

From page 1

The school will be filming the
entire ceremony to put together
a traditional graduation video
afterward and has also partnered
with WRHL radio to livestream
the event on the radio and online.

Another way the school is hon-
oring its seniors, is by including
signs to put in the family’s front
lawn with the cap and gown
the student receives. While the
school knows this will be very
different, it is the safest way to
honor as many possible students.

“We want the kids to dress
up and have that moment where
they walk across the stage and
the parents hear their kids name
read aloud,” said Jason Harper,
district superintendent. “We want
to give that opportunity to as

\

many students as we can, before
they start moving on.”

Prom

The school is still working
on many details for the virtual
prom, but knows for certain that
it will be partnering with WRHL
to provide the best possible prom
experience. WRHL will play stu-
dent selected music and read off
the nominations for prom court
royalty in the junior and senior

classes.

Students will be able to dress
up and take pictures, then later in
the night, WRHL will announce
the prom court winners. While
the school understands this is
. far from normal, it is doing
everything it can to provide the

1 tradition of prom to its students
- durmg these very different times.

“We are trying to honor our
students with as many ways as
we can, while providing all of
our students an opportunity to
participate,” said Harper.

As for final examinations, stu-
dents will not be taking formal
tests and will be receiving more
project-based assignments as
teachers see fit. Teachers will be
assigning work and assessments
through the end of the school year
at their own discretion.

Pritzker predicts smaller
mid-May COVID-19 peak

Says president is ‘fomenting some violence’ with ‘liberate’ tweets

BY JERRY NOWICKI
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD — Gov. JB Pritzker said Tues-
day the state’s COVID-19 peak could come in mid-
May and he is examining the current stay-at-home
order for potential changes.

The governor made the comments during a
Washington Post Live interview with reporter
Robert Costa.

Pritzker said people “have really been abiding
by” the state’s second-in-the-nation stay-at-home
order, which he said led to fewer deaths and hos-
pitalizations than anticipated at this point.

“And so the result of that has been the pushing
out of what had been anticipated to be a peaking
in the middle or near the end of April, so it’s been
pushed out now according to the models to maybe
mid-May but at a lower level,” he said.

Pritzker was asked about differences in the
Chicagoland area and downstate Illinois when it
comes to fighting the virus, and he said there are
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different infection rates depending on region. That
could inform changes to the stay-at-home order,
the governor said, although he did not directly re-
spond to a follow-up as to whether some counties
might reopen before others.

“And now I think we can make some adjustments
based upon hospitalization rates, based upon ICU
bed availability, based upon infection rates, as we
look to, how can we begin to adjust things and
work toward — after the peak — really reopening
the economy,” Pritzker said.

He was also asked about recent tweets from
President Donald Trump calling to “liberate”
certain states with Democratic governors.

“When he tweets out liberate Michigan or liber-
ate Minnesota, or liberate Virginia, he’s fomenting
protest and I hate to say that is fomenting some
violence and I’'m very concerned about what that
might mean for the country ifhe keeps doing things
like that,” Pritzker said.

The governor said the president “should be
pulling people together right now,” and he noted
recent protests of stay-at-home orders nationwide
will likely lead to a wider spread of the virus,
including more deaths among those who attended
the events.

“They’re frankly going to be giving each other
coronavirus and people unfortunately will get
sick, and some people may die as a result of the
president’s rhetoric that has brought them out to
protest,” he said.

While Pritzker praised the federal government’s
efforts to help set up an alternate care facility at the
McCormick Place convention center in downtown
Chicago, he said they fell short in other areas. He
once again said Trump could have used the Defense
Production Act to force greater manufacturing of
testing supplies and personal protective equipment.
He said Illinois received “maybe 10 percent” of
what the state needed from the federal government
in terms of PPE.

“None of that has been done at the federal
government level,” he said. “That’s the mistake
that has been made all along here, we could have
organized this and led this on a federal level.”

Harmon Letter

The state’s five Republican congressmen re-
sponded Monday to a letter sent last week by
[llinois Senate President Don Harmon requesting
$40 billion in aid to the state, including $10 bil-
lion for the state’s pension system, which has an
unfunded liability of $138 billion.

The GOP members hold five of Illinois” 18
Congressional seats, and they said Harmon, D-Oak
Park, should consider pushing structural reforms
before requesting “aid that is beyond this imme-
diate crisis.”

“We will fight for more aid to support the state
and local governments in Illinois, but your letter
assumes the federal government will approve aid
that is beyond this immediate crisis,” the con-
gressmen wrote. “For example, you suggest the
state’s revenue loss will be approximately $14.1
billion, but your letter requests aid that is many
multiples of the state’s loss projections. We fully
support federal assistance to help defray some of
the state’s losses, but we oppose using the crisis
as an opportunity for a full-scale federal bailout.”

They said the pandemic did not cause the pension
crisis in Illinois, but only “further illuminated the
one that already existed.”

While the GOP members said they will “work
with” the state to provide more resources, they said
[llinois must reform its pension system, reduce
spending and local government mandates, and
“withdraw the graduated income tax increase to
protect Illinois jobs that are already at risk from
the pandemic and to stem the exodus of people
and opportunity from our great state.”
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Pritzker faces questioning on prison sentence commutations

Governor says all decisions go through Prisoner Review Board

BY JERRY NOWICKI
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD -
[llinois Senate Repub-
licans are calling for
greater communication
from the governor’s of-
fice when he commutes
prison sentences, but
Gov. JB Pritzker has not
indicated he will make
any voluntary changes
to the process, which is
spelled out in state law
and also goes through the
state Prisoner Review
Board.

The Chicago Tribune
reported Pritzker com-
muted 17 sentences
between March 11 and
April 9. Another two
commutations were con-
ducted on April 13, ac-
cording to the Prisoner
Review Board.

“We have learned
through the media that
you have reduced the
sentences of some vio-
lent criminals, including
seven or more convicted
murderers,” eight Senate
Republicans wrote in a
letter to the governor
on April 16. “We are
concerned that you have
done so without inform-
ing the victims, their
families, witnesses who
testified against them,
local law enforcement
leaders, the judges who
decided their sentences,
or members of the Gen-
eral Assembly. Are all of
these commutations be-
cause of the COVID-19
crisis? We believe that
the public deserves to
know.”

Pritzker did not di-
rectly respond Satur-
day to a question as to
whether recent com-
mutations were related
to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

The Illinois Constitu-
tion states, “The Gover-
nor may grantreprieves,
commutations and par-
dons, after conviction,
for all offenses on such
terms as he thinks prop-
er. The manner of ap-
plying therefore may be
regulated by law.”

Pritzker pointed out
Saturday that all cases
also go through the
Prisoner Review Board
process.

“So I just want to
be clear that those go
through the PRB.” he
said. “So they actually
have a presentation of
each case at the PRB,
they vote on those cases

Gov. JB Pritzker, shown here during a bill-signing cer-
emony Jan. 24 in Springfield, commuted 17 prison
sentences between March 11 and April 9, according
to the Chicago Tribune. Another two commutations
were conducted on April 13, according to the Pris-
oner Review Board. (Capitol News lllinois photo by
Peter Hancock)

before they ever get to
my desk.”

The review board is
an independent body
made up of members
appointed by the gov-
ernor. [timposes release
conditions, revokes and
restores good conduct
credits, and conducts
parole hearings. It also
notifies victims and
their families when an
inmate is about to be
released from custody
and makes confidential
recommendations to
the governor regarding
executive clemency pe-
titions.

Public

information

But the Senate Repub-
licans said the informa-
tion about releases from
prison should be public-
ly viewable in an online
database and Pritzker
should personally reach
out to victims’ families,
local law enforcement
leaders, members of the
General Assembly, pre-
siding judges, witnesses,
and state’s attorneys’
offices “before making
any future commutation
decisions.”

“We don’t even know
everyone that they’re
releasing,” Springfield
Republican Sen. Steve
McClure, who co-signed
the letter to the governor,
said in a phone call. “So
we are not even getting
the information. It is not
just something that we
need so that we know
whether or not this is
the right thing to do,
but also for the safety of
the public, particularly

.. victims, people who
testified against these
people.”

House Republi-
can John Cabello, of
Machesney Park, was
also critical. He accused
the governor of under-
mining the criminal
justice system in “an
unbelievable attempt to
protect these prisoners
from the coronavirus”
as he released the names
of 13 recently released
prisoners last week.

Prison reform and
civil rights groups,
however, have praised
the actions on medical
furloughs and commu-
tations and even called
for greater release of
at-risk prisoners in re-
sponse to the COVID-19
pandemic.

“Releasing prisoners
from these settings im-
proves safety for other
detainees, people who
work in the corrections
system as guards and
administrators and also
helps protect the com-
munities where Illinois
prisons are located,”
Colleen Connell, ex-
ecutive director of the
ACLU oflllinois, said in
astatement. “The people
who are being released
have served time — some
of them years. The re-
lease of these names is
not another opportunity
to create faux outrage
and perpetuate a crim-
inal legal system that
too often confuses being
tough with being smart.”

The Pritzker admin-
istration also faced a
lawsuit from civil rights
activists seeking the
release of thousands
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more prisoners due to
health concerns earlier
this month, but a judge
denied the request to
intervene.

According to the
IDOC website, as of
Monday, 148 incarcerat-
edindividuals had tested
positive for COVID-19
in [llinois prisons, 62 of
whom have recovered,
and 135 prison staff had
tested positive for the
virus, 35 of whom have
recovered. Stateville
Correctional Center near
Joliet accounted for 70
of the staff and 121 of
the prisoners that tested
positive, with 77 com-
bined recoveries.

In a Thursday news
conference, Pritzker said
there are “two methods
that we’re following for
thinking about release.”

“One is the director
of the DOC, the Depart-
ment of Corrections, has
the ability on his own to
determine that someone
can be released and it’s
the criteria that he’s
using is non-violent
convictions and people
who have already served
a substantial portion
of their term or have a
comorbidity or some-
thing that makes them
especially vulnerable,”
he said, adding that it is
essential that the person
would not pose a risk to
the community.

April 6 order

On April 6, Pritzker
signed an executive or-
der allowing the IDOC
director greater author-
ity to grant medical
furloughs to prisoners
during the COVID-19
disaster declaration.

Pritzker did not have
an exact number of re-
leases Monday at his daily
briefing but said there
were 1,300 fewer persons
incarcerated than at the
beginning of March for
various reasons the last
time he checked.

A spokesperson for
IDOC said later Mon-
day, “The department’s
efforts to return people
to their communities has
led to either the release
or home confinement of
more than 760 people, and
this work is continuing.
To reach this number, the
department is exercis-
ing the legal procedures
available while placing an
emphasis on maintaining
public safety.”

Pritzker said the sec-

“We don't even know
everyone that they're
releasing. So we are not even
getting the information. It is
not just something that we
need so that we know whether
or not this is the right thing
to do, but also for the safety
of the public, particularly ...
victims, people who testified
against these people’

ond method for release
is appeals to the governor
for clemency.

“And those often are
the more difficult cases.
These are often people
who may have commit-
ted a violent crime but
it may have occurred
many, many years ago,
they may have served,
for example, decades ofa
term,” Pritzker said, add-
ing he makes decisions in
consultation with Lt. Gov.
Juliana Stratton and legal
counsel.

Asked if the governor
was considering adopting
some of the procedures
suggested by the GOP
senators and whether
more commutations are
in the works, Pritzker’s
spokesperson said only,
“The governor has clem-
ency powers granted to
him via the state Con-
stitution. The adminis-
tration has followed all
appropriate procedures.”

In their letter, the Sen-
ate Republicans specif-
ically mentioned Alma
Durr, a mother who was
charged with killing her
21-month-old sonin 1996
after allegedly using
crack cocaine. She was
serving a life sentence
before it was commut-
ed with nine others on
April 7. They alleged
that Durr was leaving a
prison that had no pris-
oners confirmed to have
COVID-19.

McClure said it and
another case regarding
the murder of a child that
was in youth protective
services stood out as hyp-
ocritical and dangerous
when compared to the
governor’s previous pub-
lic comments on reforms
needed to the Department
of Children and Family
Services.

“It just doesn’t make
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Sen. Steve McClure

any sense, particularly
when the governor seems
to be so outraged over
DCFS cases,” McClure
said.

The John Howard As-
sociation, anindependent
prison reform group, re-
leased a statement Friday
with the Cook County
Public Defender’s Office
saying commutation de-
cisions should be based
on “research and data,
notpolitics and emotion.”

“Full consideration of
all of the public health
ramifications of this dead-
ly disease inside prisons
makes clear that each per-
son released from prison
represents an opportunity
to save not one life but
many lives,” they said in
the statement. “Categor-
ically excluding people
who have demonstrated
theirrehabilitation and do
not present a threat to so-
ciety from consideration
for release solely due to
the offense they were
convicted of committing
many years prior has
long been recognized by
experts as an ineffectual
and ill-chosen approach
to maintaining public
safety.”

The statement said
Pritzker’s commutations
and executive orders to
expedite early release
of some prisoners “are
steps in the right direc-
tion that must be encour-
aged and increased for
everyone’s safety and
well-being.”

TheotherRepublicans
who signed the letter are
Jason Plummer, of Van-
dalia; Brian Stewart, of
Freeport; Chapin Rose,
of Mahomet; Jil Tracy, of
Quincy; Paul Schimpf,
of Waterloo; Craig Wil-
cox, of McHenry; and
Dan McConchie, of
Hawthorn Woods.
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Guest column

The U.S. Census and
the importance of
being counted

URING this dif-
ficult time, many
people are look-

ing for ways to help. Per-
haps one of these easiest
ways to impact our com-
munity right
now is to
complete the
2020 census.
A few minutes
of your time
will ensure
that our com-
munity re-
ceives proper
funding from
the federal government,
that we are represented
properly at every level

of government, and that
research on our community
is accurate for the next
decade.

Every 10 years, as man-
dated by the U.S. Constitu-
tion (Article 1, Section 2),
the U.S. Census Bureau lit-
erally counts everyone who
lives in the United States
and its territories. This
year, census day is April
1. It is a snapshot in time.
Not only are you required
to respond, but responding
is in your and your com-
munity’s best interest.

The census is 10 ques-
tions and should take just
a few minutes to complete.
All information is confi-
dential and protected by
federal law. Answers can
be used only to produce
statistics. Identifiable in-
formation cannot be shared
with other agencies, even
law enforcement.

It has never been easier
to respond, whether on-
line at my2020census.gov,
over the phone at 844-
330-2020, or by mail — all
without having to meet a
census taker.

The census is important
for many reasons. First, an
accurate census count is
crucial to ensure that you
are represented in local,
state, and federal govern-
ment. The count deter-
mines each state’s number
of seats in the House of
Representatives and votes
in the Electoral College.
Exactly where people live
in the state influences con-
gressional districts, state
legislative districts, and

Kinsella

even city council districts.

Second, an accurate
census count ensures that
our community receives
its share of $860 billion
distributed by the federal
government for a host
of programs, including
Medicaid, Medicare, high-
way funding, Pell Grants,
school lunches and other
food assistance, and aid to
low-income families. Your
response to the census
helps to ensure that your
community receives the
public services it needs.

Finally, researchers in
government and universi-
ties use census data for all
kinds of critical social re-
search to better understand
and assist certain popula-
tions across the country.

The current census
will influence funding
and policy decisions until
2030. It is vital that East
Central Indiana residents
participate.

How can you help?

Make sure that you
and every person in your
household is counted. This
includes babies, children,
and the elderly. The online
form is available at my-
2020census.gov. Or you
can call to complete the
census over the phone.

Encourage family,
friends, and neighbors to
complete the census. Share
with them that not only is
it required by law, it does a
lot to help their communi-
ties.

Share about the im-
portance of the census
on social media. Search
#2020census for images
and posts or share your
own reasons for complet-
ing the census.

Do you know a college
student who lives off cam-
pus? Make sure they know
that they should complete
the census for where they
live during the academic
year. Students who live in
residence halls are counted
in a different way and do
not need to complete an
individual census form.

Chad Kinsella is an as-
sistant professor of politi-
cal science at Ball State
University.

Letter to the Editor

Refinancing Kishwaukee College loan
will save taxpayers millions

Dear Editor,

Kishwaukee College’s Board
of Trustees unanimously approved
therefinancing of $48.5 million of
General Obligation bonds at our
January meeting. The college was
abletotakeadvantage oflower
interest rates and save district
residents approximately $14.5
million in today’s dollars (or
$20 million with inflation)
overtheremaining terms ofthe
bonds. Thedistrict will save an
average ofover $900,000 per year
in taxpayer dollars.

Ten years ago, Kishwaukee
College made a commitment to
taxpayers. The Board of Trustees
asked district residents to renew
their investment in their com-
munity college. Voters approved

a $52.6 million referendum that,
along with student funded alterna-
tive revenue bonds and college
reserves, paid for the construction
and remodeling of 23 classrooms
andscience labs, enhanced student
service spaces and im-
proved infrastructure,
including roads and
parking lots.

Many of these ar-
eas of campus needed
to be updated. The
referendum made it possible for
Kishwaukee Collegeto offer great
educational opportunities to future
studentsusing state oftheart facili-
ties. “Temporary” buildings that
were constructed during the first
building phase of Kishwaukee
College 50 years ago had served

their purpose and needed to be
torn down. Campus enhance-
ments have helped Kishwaukee
College faculty and staff better
serve our students. Student feed-
back surveys have demonstrated
the importance of the college’s
enhanced physical environment
to our learners.

AsKishwaukee College Trust-
ees, we work to ensure transpar-
ency and maintain fiscal respon-
sibility. Fulfilling our word and
saving millions of dollars for
district residents is one way we
remain stewards of your com-
munity college.

Bob Johnson
Chairman, Kishwaukee College
Board of Trustees

the best I can.”

with family.”

face.”

wear a mask.”

That’s it.”

VOICE ON THE STREET

“I am wearing a mask when I go into
stores and practicing social distancing

“I’m staying home except for a quick
weekly trip for groceries and essentials.
I wear a mask when outside, sanitize
areas of the house once I come home,
wash hands after touching anything
from the outside, stay six feet from oth-
ers and Zoom gatherings for work and

Silene Q. Walters

“I work mostly alone. I go to work,
home and to donate plasma. I live close
to Walgreens so I pop in there for milk.

Question:

In keeping with social distancing practices, we are asking our weekly
Voice on the Street question here. This week’s question is: What
precautions are you taking when going out in public or to work if you
are still working outside of your home?

Gay Vickers

“l haven’t gone anywhere in three
weeks. When I do I already have a mask
which I will wear.”

store.”

Teri Reed

“Wash my hands and don’t touch my
Michelle Lampson

“My office is closed to the public. We
sanitize hands often, don’t touch docu-
ments dropped off for a couple of days.
Staffworks different days. When I have
to go to public places such as a store 1

Emily Page

“lalsowear amask andpractice social
distancing the best I can.”

“I wear a mask if I have to go to the

Kathy Graf Thomas

Sheryl Holden

Bobby Jo Leon
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should

be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters
involving private disputes between the writer and a business
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published,

however letters rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (PO. Box 46, Rochelle,
IL61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.
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HILLCREST — Marvin Wagner
celebrated his 86th birthday Satur-
day even while social distancing.

His daughters organized a special
parade for him with the help of the
Rochelle and Ogle/Lee Hillcrest
Fire Departments. Wagner, who has
always been a supporter of the fire
departments and has attended more
than 40 Firemen’s Balls over the
years, was treated to a parade of fire

department

for making

and friends

these difficult times.

A
special

 birthday

parade

N Family organizes
treat with help from

local fire
departments

apparatus.

The family, as well as Wagner, are
appreciative of the fire department

his day special during
Relatives
from all over northern

Illinois were in the parade for his
birthday which he usually spends
with family eating a dinner out,
which of course he was unable to
do this year.
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CALENDAR
Cancellations

« The Annual Town
Meeting for Flagg
Township scheduled
for April 14 has been
cancelled per Governor
Pritzger’s Executive
Order 2020-22. The
meeting will be
suspended through
the duration of the
Gubernatorial Disaster
Proclamation. The
Annual Town Meeting
will be held at a later
date.

« These support groups
WILL NOT be meeting
at Rochelle Community
Hospital until further
notice:

« Alcoholics Anonymous

« Group Hope
« Narcotics Anonymous

- Lodge rentals at

the Rochelle Wildlife
Conservation Club will
be suspended for the
month of April.

+ The monthly meeting
the Rochelle Wildlife
Conservation Club has
been cancelled.

Thursday,
April 23

Due to
recommendations of
the Ogle County Health
Department, the regular
monthly meeting of the
Ogle County Regional
Planning Commission
scheduled for Thursday,
April 23 has been
cancelled. The next
meeting of the Regional
Planning Commission is
scheduled for Thursday,
May 21 at 6 p.m. at the
Old Ogle

County Court House,
First Floor Conference
Room #100, 105 S. 5th
St., Oregon.

(Submit items for the
calendar to jsimmons@
rochellenews-leader.
com)
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FROM THE HEART
DAILY CASH WINNERS

April 1-Brandon Spandet, Fort Hood, Texas, $25

April 2 - Yvette Yarbrough, Dixon, $25

April 3 - Mary May, Amboy, $25

April 4 - Tammy Kettleson, Rochelle, $25

April 5 - Scott Rothchild, Chicago, $50

April 6 - Karla Steder, Rochelle, $25

April 7 - Marge Kuehl, Rochelle, $25

April 8 - Anita Bowers, Byron, $25

April 9 - Beth Speier, Rochelle, $25

April 10 - Marta Pineda, Rochelle, $25

April 11 - David Peak, Chicago, $25

April 12 - Mary Willett, Dixon, $300

April 13 - Cal Jacobs, Rochelle, $25

April 14 - Jessica Aldridge, Aurora, Colorado, $25

April 15 - City of Rochelle, $25

April 16 - Carol Hale, Rochelle, $25

April 17 - Patricia Hansen, Rochelle, $25

April 18 - Sharon Gardner, Rochelle, $25

April 19 - From the Heart auction, Rochelle, $50

April 20 - Nel Pitelka, Sandwich, $25

April 21 - Robert Lindenmeyer, Sublette, $25

April 22 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

Checks to winners will be mailed out at the end of each

month

—
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
Nnumbers from one to nine.
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CryptoQuip

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands
for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout
the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.

Clue: H equals D

\
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EKI ARL ITUXH 11U XJRPJ.

IOJF HBHW’lI LJZPJ LQBZBIL 10J4Z2J.
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Caronto
celebrate
90th birthday

ROCHELLE — Bob
Caron will be 90 years old
on May 1.

Those wishing to send
a card may send them to
906 N. 15th St., Rochelle,
IL61068. He would enjoy
hearing from you on his
special birthday.

Bob Caron

CASA advocates for children
within Ogle County

ASA — 15th Judicial
Circuit is a non-profit,
volunteer organization

that advocates for the best interests
of abused and neglected children
within the Juvenile
Court system in Lee,
Carroll and Ogle
Counties.

CASA is instru-
mental in fulfilling
society’s most funda-
mental obligation by
making sure a quali-
fied, compassionate
adult will protect and
fight for a child’s
right to be safe, to be treated with
dignity and respect and to learn and
grow in the safe embrace of a loving
family.

Court Appointed Special Advo-
cate/Guardian ad Litem (CASA/
GAL) volunteers are ordinary
people doing extraordinary things to
serve children in our abuse/neglect
courts each year. Our CASA volun-
teers are everyday citizens appoint-
ed by judges to advocate for the
safety and well-being of children
who have been removed from their
homes due to abuse and neglect.

P

CASA

Court Appointed Special Advocates years of age or older.
FOR CHILDREN

varGuard=:

is the permanent, clog-free gutter solution!*

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

They stand up for our children and
make a difference one child at a
time.

What does it take to be a CASA?

Commitment to children, Objec-
tivity, Responsibility,
Communication skills,
the ability to talk with
different kinds of
people, some of whom
will be wrestling with
difficult problems,
about 8-15 hours a
month, and must be 21

®

No special experience is
required. CASA vol-
unteers come from all professions,
educational backgrounds and ethnic
backgrounds.

Once accepted, volunteers are
trained in courtroom procedure,
social services, the juvenile justice
system and the special needs of
children who have been abused and
neglected.

For more information on becom-
ing a CASA Volunteer please call
815-222-6780, email casadirector@
casal5.comcastbiz.net, visit our
website at http://casalSthdistrict.
org/ or find us on Facebook.

5 YEARS BACKED
B% Y THE SEAL

Health department
updates county
board on virus count

Discusses outbreak at Rochelle food plant

By Brad Jennings
OGLE COUNTY LIFE EDITOR

OREGON —Ogle County’s health
administrator told the county board
atits Tuesday meeting that the health
department is “working tirelessly”
with people who have tested positive
with COVID-19.

Kyle Auman said that the county
currently has 61 positive cases (as of
April 21). He said four people have
been hospitalized and one of those
people was released. He said to date,
only one person has died.

“We’re hoping to keep it that way,”
he said.

The board held a tele meeting on
April 21, where board members and
the public called into the meeting.
The public was also encouraged to
email questions before the meeting
that could be answered during the
public comment section or call in with
questions. No one did.

Auman told the board about the
“large scale” outbreak at Rochelle
Foods, leading the health department
to order its closure on April 17. He
said his department started working
with Rochelle Foods weeks before the

closure, and that the health department
asked the business to voluntarily close
four times prior to its closure, which
it did not.

As of April 17, 24 cases of
COVID-19 were linked to the facility.
Those included cases in Ogle County,
Whiteside County and Winnebago
County.

Auman said that the testing of 840
employees was set to begin on April
23. He said there will be a drive
through clinic system set up for testing
to lower exposure. He said the plan is
to getall employees tested in two days.

He also said that the employees will
be paid for the two weeks the plant is
expected to be closed.

“Everybody’s working hard to end
this end,” county board chairman
John Finfrock said after Auman’s
presentation.

Other business

The board approved a retail tax
on marijuana. The tax for business-
es selling in unincorporated areas
of the county will be 3.75 percent.
And the tax on businesses selling in
a municipality in the county will be
3 percent.

Report policy

Any arrests listed in this paper are
merely charges and the defendants
are presumed innocent unless proven
guilty in a court of law.

Please note that all police reports
received from the Rochelle Police, the

Ogle County Sheriff’'s Department
and the lllinois State Police, will be
printed without exception.

Requests to omit particular reports
will not be considered or honored at
any time.

Check us out online at
www.rochellenews-leader.com
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In a crisis,
journalism

| matters more
than ever.
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79" OFE  RECEIVE A $700
L ABOR : i RESTAURANT.COM RD

IWITH FREE
1 IN-HOME
' ESTIMATE'**

THE ONLY ONE-PIECE
GUTTER SYSTEM

FOR YOUR HOME

e LIFETIME NO-CLOG
WARRANTY

without notice prior to reservation. Expires 4/30/20.

SEAMLESS DEBRIS SHEDDING
e MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY

e SCRATCHGUARD® PAINT FINISH

tDoes not include cost of material. Expires 4/30/20. **All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home
product consultation will receive a$100 gift certificate. Visit https://www.restaurant.com/about/terms for complete terms and
conditions and https://www.restaurant.comfor participating restaurants. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard
Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for
homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with alife partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete
presentation together. Participants must have aphoto ID,be abletounderstand English, and be legally able to enter into acontract.
The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate
family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former
Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company maysubstitute agift of equal or
greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first classUnited States Mail within 10 days of
receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer is subject to change

When the world careens out of control, The Rochelle News-Leader is
a calming source of facts and information. At it's core, the COVID-19
pandemic is a deeply personal story. We want to know that our family,
friends and neighbors are safe.

That's where your local paper delivers. We are reporting what'’s going
on in our schools, our churches, and our hospitals. We are answering
your questions every day. Factually and fairly.To keep doing this, we
ask for your support, now more than ever. It's always been costly to
gather and distribute the news. It's even more challenging when our
advertisers face uncertainty.

You can help keep the news flowing by starting or renewing your
subscription at a special rate listed here.

Two 26-week

BUY-ONE GET-ONE Subscriptions
DISCOUNT PRICING! For only $59!

Start or Renew a 6-month News-Leader subscription for the discounted price of just $59
and we will give you a second 6-month subscription totally free to gift to a non-subscriber
family member or friend so they can stay informed of all the important local news!

SPECIAL

* Only non-subscribers eligible to receive the second free the 6-month BOGO subscription. It cannot be gifted to a current

subscriber or added on as additional 26 weeks to the purchaser’s subscription. Offer expires on April 30, 2020.

ews-Leader

P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, IL | 815-562-4171 | www.rochellenews-leader.com
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SIGNING WITH KISH

RTHS senior Jordan Dobberstein will
continue his bowling career collegiately.

See page 2 for more details

RTHS Athletics

(COURTESY PHOTO)
Rochelle coaches and student-athletes took part in the statewide #LightsForTheFight movement initiated by the IHSA in light of the coronavirus pandemic. Athletes
and coaches gathered at the circle drive Friday evening as RTHS illuminated its stadium lights for 20 minutes to honor the Class of 2020.

#LightsForTheFight

Rochelle honors spring student-athletes amid coronavirus pandemic

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE —Stadi-
um lights shined across the
state Friday evening, as the
[llinois High School Asso-
ciation’s member schools,
including Rochelle, came
together to recognize se-
nior student-athletes who
have lost their final spring

seasons because of the
ongoing coronavirus pan-
demic.

In an effort to celebrate
the IHSA’s #LightsForTh-
eFight movement, RTHS
illuminated the Douglas A.
Creason Athletic Complex
for 20 minutes, with the
football scoreboard read-
ing “20:20” in honor of the
Class 0f2020. While prac-

ticing social distancing, se-
nior student-athletes from
each spring sport gathered
near the circle drive as
members ofthe community
entered through Purple
Passand paid theirrespects
before exiting the parking
lot on 20" Street.

“It was amazing to see
the community come to
support the seniors,” se-

nior track and field athlete
Madie Ohlinger said. “It
was a great moment to
witness, and the emotions
hitme during that moment.
I was happy to have the
opportunity to represent
the track team... I was so
excited to compete with
my teammates this year,
and it was heartbreaking
to have that opportunity

taken away. | was disap-
pointed thatl couldn’thave
the opportunity to improve
my triple jump and beat my
past records. I’m going to
miss my coaches and my
teammates.”

The IHSA Board of Di-
rectors announced Tuesday
afternoon that the 2020
spring sports season would
be canceled as a result of

the COVID-19 pandemic.
The decision came after
Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker
closedall schools forthere-
mainder of the school year
this past week, effectively
crushing any remaining
hopes that student-athletes
inthe state had of returning
to action.

See LIGHTS page 3

RTHS Wrestling

Messer earns IWCOA Academic All-State honors

Junior student-athlete recognized for achievements this season

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The
Rochelle Township High
School wrestling team fin-
ished the 2019-20 season
with not one, but two IW-
COA Academic All-State
honorees.

Junior Noah Messer
was recognized earlier this
month for his academic
and athletic achievements
with the Hubs this winter.
Messer competed at two
weight classes (182 and
195) during his first varsity
season, winning nearly 20
matches while also bring-
ing home the Interstate 8
Conference Junior Var-
sity Championship at 182
pounds.

“I feel honored to be
recognized for my hard
work in both school and
sports,” Messersaid. “Both
activities drive me to be
the best I can be. I utilize
my time during school so
[ can finish my homework
and studying before I start
practice.”

Messer is one of several

ekt

(FILE PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Junior Noah Messer grapples with an opponent from Burlington Central during Rochelle’s triangular meet at Dixon over the winter. Messer
was one of two Rochelle wrestlers to earn Academic All-State honors from the IWCOA this season.

talented juniors expected
to return to the Rochelle
wrestling program next
season. Messer, who also

startsas atwo-way lineman
onthe varsity football team,
is already working hard
to prepare for his senior

athletics, despite activities
around the country being
suspended or canceled
because of the coronavirus

pandemic.

“I’ve made the most of
my time by lifting weights
and doing agility drills,”

Messer said. “I can follow
therecommendations of my
coaches in order to prepare
myself for next season.”
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The businesses featured on this page are

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by patronizing their businesses.

WE SUPPORT OUR HUBS!
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Ogle
County’s
5 only
GM Dealer!
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+ 24 Hour Towing + Maintenance On All Makes
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(COURTESY PHOTO)
Rochelle senior Jordan Dobberstein will continue his academics and his bowling
career at Kishwaukee College next year.

Dobberstein signs with
Kishwaukee College

BY RUSSELL HODGES chose Kishwaukee College because it’s
SPORTS EDITOR a short drive from home and I’ve heard
good things about the college. My coach

The new Kishwaukee College at RTHS helped me prepare for college by

1030 South 7th Street
800.262.1680

www.johnsontractor.com |
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The scoreboard at Rochelle Township High School’s Douglas A. Creason Athletic
Complex read “20:20” Friday evening in honor of the Class of 2020.

LIGHTS: Class of 2020
spring athletes honored

From page 1

“It was nice to have
some sort of senior sports
moment, even if it was off
the court,” senior tennis
player Sean Flanagan said.
“I was understanding of
the situation, but it was
also very disappointing
to have sports canceled.
I didn’t perform as well
as | wanted to during the
postseason last year, and
I really wanted another
opportunity this year.
I’ve had to adjust to keep
up with my classes, but
my teachers have been
amazing throughout this

process.”

Although they’re un-
able to compete this
spring because of the
coronavirus, Rochelle’s
senior student-athletes
were thankful for an op-
portunity to be recognized
Friday evening. While
some will be continuing
their academic and ath-
letic careers collegiately,
others have seen their
high school careers come
to an abrupt end without
any formal send-offs or
recognition.

“Itwas a very emotion-
al night,” senior softball
player Abby Reish said.

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)

“When I found out about
sports being canceled, I
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In a crisis,
journalism
matters more
than ever.

When the world careens out of control, The Rochelle News-Leader is
a calming source of facts and information. At it's core, the COVID-19
pandemic is a deeply personal story. We want to know that our family,
friends and neighbors are safe.

That's where your local paper delivers. We are reporting what's going
on in our schools, our churches, and our hospitals. We are answering
your questions every day. Factually and fairly.To keep doing this, we
ask for your support, now more than ever. It's always been costly to
gather and distribute the news. It's even more 