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By BONNIE MORRIS
Editor

MENDOTA – Mendota 
Area Christian Food Pantry 
executive director Tracy 
Cooper wants everyone to 
know they are still providing 
food and household items 
to area residents. There are 
some changes in how food is 
distributed, however.

For everyone’s safety, 
clients no longer come inside 
the building. Instead, all dis-
tributions are done outside 
and they are all prepackaged. 
“We pick out the items and 
pack them in bags and box-
es, which are then placed 
on tables set up outside,” 
Cooper explained. “People 
drive up and we load the 
food in their car. They don’t 
have to sign for anything and 
they don’t get out at all. It’s 
completely no-contact and 
we wear masks and gloves 
all the time.”

Even though people are 
not going inside and picking 
out their own food, Cooper 
emphasized that they still get 
the same amount in the pack-
ages, which include meat, 
eggs, dairy, bread, canned 
goods and some household 
items. When the distribution 
is done for the day, the tables 
are taken back inside and 
everything is cleaned.

As an added precaution, 
volunteers are no longer 
helping at the food pantry. 
“Many of our volunteers are 
elderly and we don’t want to 
take the chance, so it’s just 
me and Dan,” Cooper said. 
“We are both paid employ-
ees, but we have also been 
putting in volunteer hours to 
get everything done.”

With so many people now 
out of work, Cooper has seen 
an increase in new clients as 
well as some former clients 

Food Pantry continues services
q Distributions
done outside and
are prepackaged

Mendota Area Christian Food Pantry executive director Tracy Cooper finishes up pre-
packaging food for distribution. All pickup of food is being done outside the building. 
(Photo contributed)

who have come back, but the 
pantry has had no problem 
getting food so far. “The food 
bank we use has gotten some 
nice donations and they’re 
passing that on to us at no 
cost,” she said. “There have 
been very large donations 
made to Feeding America 
and we are a part of that 
food bank.”

As for local donations, 
Cooper is requesting mon-
etary donations only during 
the pandemic. Checks can 

be mailed to Mendota Area 
Christian Food Pantry, 918 
Main St., Mendota, IL 61342.

The Mendota Area Chris-
tian Food Pantry serves 
residents of Mendota, LaM-
oille, Earlville, Sublette 
Troy Grove and Triumph. 
Distribution is done on 
Wednesdays and Fridays 
from 8:30-10:30 a.m.

Cooper said anyone in 
need of food should call 
a day ahead so they have 
enough packages prepared, 

but she noted that they still 
do emergency bags as well.

To sign up for food or for 
other information, Cooper 
may be contacted by phone 
from 9-11 a.m. on Tuesday 
and Thursday at (815) 538-
2211.

“I wanted to get the word 
out because some people told 
me they thought the pantry was 
closed,” Cooper said. “But 
even though the sign on the 
door says ‘closed’ we are still 
open and distributing food.”

OGLESBY – Sara Escatel of Mendota, 
director of Adult Education at Illinois Val-
ley Community College, put her hand to 
her mouth in shock when she realized the 
speaker at the podium was actually talking 
about Escatel herself.

Upon receiving the Administrator of 
the Year Award, Escatel said, with tears in 
her eyes, “This is a surprise. Thank you so 
much.”

The statewide award was one of several 
given during the 40th annual Illinois Adult 
and Continuing Educators Association con-
ference in March.

Escatel was nominated by IVCC ad-
ministrators and staff members and Aurora 
Medina, Starved Rock Associates for Voca-
tional and Technical Education Single Parent 
coordinator.

In her letter of support, Medina said 
Escatel “is a great example for the Latino 
community and for many others. Her passion 
and dedication to provide opportunities for 
the Latino population is inspiring. 

“Sara leads the Illinois Valley Hispanic 
Partnership Council and has done a phenom-
enal job. She is open-minded and always 
available to lend a helping hand.”

In her speech, Escatel noted Hispanic/
Latina women have difficulty succeeding 
“unless you believe in yourself. It takes people 
to believe in you, too, and that’s what I have.” 

Escatel thanked her staff, IVCC leadership 
and the Illinois Community Colleges Board 
for being “so supportive in everything we do.”

Sara Escatel, with plaque, poses with daughter Priscilla, third from right, and IVCC 
Adult Education staff. Escatel was surprised not only by her Administrator of the Year 
Award, but also by her staff’s attendance at a conference in March. (Photo contributed)

Escatel selected for prestigious
Administrator of the Year award
q Mendota resident is director of Adult Education at IVCC

By KIP CHEEK
Staff writer

MENDOTA – With 
the school doors being 
shut since mid-March, 
ch i ldren  have  been 
scrambling to come up 
with ways to keep them-
selves occupied. They 
will have to continue to 
search into the summer 
after a decision about a 
summer-time favorite of 
many children was made 
at the April 23 regular 
meeting of the Mendota 
City Council held via 
teleconference.

Mayor David Boelk 
announced that due to the 
current health situation, 
the Mendota swimming 
pool will not be open this 
summer.

In aldermanic reports, 
Jay Miller presented the 
list of annual license re-
newals for the council’s 
consideration and the 
2020-21 renewals were 

approved.
During alderman Kyle 

Kim’s report, the council 
briefly discussed the annu-
al Police & Fire Pension 
statements and they were 
placed on file.

Alderman John Hol-
land presented several 
items of business, in-
cluding the annual wage 
ordinance, which was 
approved by the council.

Also during Holland’s 
report, the council agreed 
to resolutions of support 
for West Side Family 
Dentistry and J.C.’s Head-
quarters for Community 
Development Block Grant 
funds through the Down-
state Small Business Sta-
bilization program.

In action from alder-
man Jim Fitzpatrick’s re-
port, the council approved 
the Local 150 Public 
Works contract for the 
period of May 1, 2020 to 
April 30, 2023.

Mendota swimming pool 
to be closed for summer

By BEN ORNER
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Gov. 
JB Pritzker announced April 
23 he is extending Illinois’ 
stay-at-home order through 
May 30 with certain modifi-
cations taking effect May 1, 
including opening up state 
parks, expanding essential 
businesses and requiring 
masks in public.

“I know how badly we 
all want our normal lives 
back. Believe me, if I could 
make that happen right 
now I would. But this is 
the part where we have to 
dig in,” Pritzker said at his 

State’s stay-at-home order 
modified starting May 1
q Gov. Pritzker gives new guidance on state 
parks, essential businesses, face coverings

daily COVID-19 briefing in 
Chicago. “And we have to 
understand that the sacrifices 
that we’ve made as a state to 
avoid a worst-case scenario 
are working, and we need 
to keep going a little while 
longer to finish the job.”

Effective May 1, the stay-
at-home order will feature 
the following modifications:

• State parks will reopen in 
phases under a plan from the 
state Department of Natural 
Resources. Fishing and boat-
ing will be limited to groups 
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U of I Extension’s ‘Discover Brain Health’ webinar series begins May 7
OGLESBY - University of Illi-

nois Extension – Bureau, LaSalle, 
Marshall, Putnam Unit invites 
those interested to participate in 
a no cost, upcoming brain health 
webinar series from home. The 
public is encouraged to participate 
and teachers may apply for free 
CDPUs. Continuing Education 
Units (CEU’s) are available for a 
fee to those requesting them.

Staying fit does not only mean 
exercising and eating healthy foods. 
With age, it is important to do ac-
tivities which keep our brains fit 
and healthy, as well as our bodies. 
Beginning May 7, U of I Extension 

will offer strategies to improve and 
maintain brain function during free 
one-hour online webinars.

Register online at least two 
days in advance to reserve a spot 
at https://go.illinois.edu/discov-
erbrainhealth. Space is limited, 
so early registration is suggested. 
Both CPDU and CEU credit op-

tions are available. CEU credits 
have a fee and should be noted at 
the time of registration. Look for 
an e-mail confirmation after regis-
tering which provides connection 
details. The series, Discover Brain 
Health, will be held at 2 p.m. each 
Thursday, beginning May 7. “The 
interactive series is designed to 
understand the brain as we mature,” 
said Karla Belzer, Extension Family 
Life Educator. “Extension family 
life educators will offer tips and 
strategies to maintain and improve 
brain health and function, including 
activities to challenge the brain.”

The webinars may be accessed 

from home on Thursdays from 2-3 
p.m. Topics include:

May 7 – “Hold That Thought” 
will look at the memory process and 
what researchers say contributes to 
brain health, as well as strategies 
for helping with everyday forget-
fulness. 

May 14: “Fit Wits” focuses 
on learning about how the brain 
works and lifestyle factors that may 
increase the chance of cognitive 
decline. 

May 21: “Head Strong” will 
give insight about what people can 
do to keep their brain healthy and 
engaged.

May 28: “Two Heads are Bet-
ter than One” will discuss how 
maintaining social connections is 
one of several things a person can 
do to contribute to their own brain 
health. Learn a bit about the aging 
brain and what you can do to keep 
your brain engaged. 

June 4: “Understanding Alzhei-
mer’s Disease” will help partici-
pants learn more about Alzheimer’s 
disease and areas affected by the 
disease process.

June 11: “Communication Chal-
lenges and Strategies for People 

Some state parks opening May 1, Starved Rock to remain closed
SPRINGFIELD – Gov-

ernor J.B. Pritzker and the 
Illinois Department of Public 
Health have announced that 
some state parks in Illinois 
will be open effective May 1.

Parks will be open from 
sun-up to sundown. Guests 
will be allowed to engage 
in activities such as wildlife 
observation, hiking, biking, 
equestrian use and fishing 
(both from the bank and boats 
with a limit of two persons 
per boat) and mushroom 
hunting. 

All visitor centers, camp-
grounds, playgrounds, shel-
ter reservations, interpre-
tive educational programs, 
beaches, special events and 
concessions will remain 
closed.

Parks that will open are:
Northwestern Illinois 

– Argyle Lake State Park, 
Jubilee College State Park, 
Lowden State Park, Morri-
son-Rockwood State Park, 
Rock Island Trail State Park, 
Shabbona Lake State Recre-
ation Area.

Northeastern Illinois – 
Chain o’ Lakes State Park, 
Illinois and Michigan Canal 
State Trail, Kankakee River 
State Park, Moraine Hills 
State Park, North Point 
Marina.

East Central Illinois 
– Clinton Lake State Rec-

reation Area, Eagle Creek 
State Park, Kickapoo State 
Park, Wolf Creek State Park.

West Central Illinois 
– Eldon Hazlet State Rec-
reation Area,  Jim Edgar 
Panther Creek State Fish 
and Wildlife Area, Sangchris 
Lake State Park, Siloam 
Springs State Park, Washing-
ton County State Recreation 
Area.

Southern Illinois – Fort 
Massac State Park, Giant 
City State Park, Stephen 
A Forbes State Recreation 
Area, Wayne Fitzgerrell 
State Recreation Area.

Safety
The primary concern is 

the health and safety of park 
visitors. If you do choose to 
visit one of the state parks, 
please remember to: 

• Practice social distanc-
ing by keeping at least six feet 
of distance between yourself 
and others;

• Please stay home if you 
are sick or feeling any symp-
toms, such as fever, cough-
ing, troubled breathing, and/
or other flu-like symptoms;

• Visit alone or with mem-
bers of your household;

• Stay local and visit parks 
that are closest to where 
you live;

• If you arrive at a park 
and crowds are forming, 

please move to another area 
or return another time/day to 
visit; and

• Cover your cough or 
sneeze with a tissue, then 
throw the tissue in the trash. 
If you don’t have a tissue, 
cough or sneeze into your 
upper arm/elbow.

At the direction of the 
Illinois Department of Public 
Health, restrooms, shower 
buildings (for restroom and 
handwashing use only) and 
flush toilet buildings with 
hand washing facilities are 
currently open.

For additional informa-
tion, send an e-mail to DNR.
Parksadmin@Illinois.gov.

LOCAL AND AREA

Did you notice this ad?
Then imagine the number of readers and 

consumers in the MENDOTA AREA 
that noticed it too!

Advertise your products and services and get 
noticed by THOUSANDS of readers. 
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EDUCATION BRIEFS

See BRAIN, Page A4

MHS WiFi bus hits the streets
MENDOTA - Mendota High School students - do you 

need WiFi to complete and submit assignments? The Trojan 
WiFi bus is available to help. 

The bus will continue to move around the community and 
MHS students are encouraged to let the school know their 
needs. On Wednesday, April 29, the bus will be parked at 
South 9th Street Apartments from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Locker cleanout - On April 27, students were e-mailed the 
locker cleanout schedule, which will take place the week of 
May 4. For students who are not comfortable coming into the 
school building during their scheduled time, the high school 
will bag up their locker contents for them.

Local student inducted into honor society
LEBANON - Shameka 

Butler of Mendota, a senior 
psychology major at McK-
endree University, is being 
inducted this semester into 
Psi Chi, the international 
honor society for psychology 
and social sciences. 

Founded in 1929, mem-

bership in Psi Chi is open to 
upperclassmen who rank in 
the top third of their class and 
who have completed at least 
nine hours in psychology. Dr. 
Guy Boysen and Dr. Michael 
Hahn are the faculty sponsors 
of the McKendree University 
Psi Chi chapter.
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On Memorial Day, we remember those who have passed away and 
are especially dear to us. Our time to remember will be published 

Wednesday, May 20th, devoted to those who are gone, but not forgotten.

Jane doe 
May 1, 1950 - April 23, 2012

You were a light in our life that burns 
forever in our hearts.

SAMPLE AD

SAMPLE ADMay 1, 1950 - April 23, 2012

SAMPLE ADMay 1, 1950 - April 23, 2012

You were a light in our life that burns 

SAMPLE AD
You were a light in our life that burns 

forever in our hearts.

SAMPLE AD
forever in our hearts.

Write your own or select one of the following verses below to accompany your tribute.

We hold you in our thoughts and memories forever.
May God cradle you in His arms, now and forever.
Forever missed, never forgotten. May God hold you in the palm of His hand
Thank you for the wonderful days we shared together. My prayers will be with 

you until we meet again.
The days may come and go, but the times we shared will always remain.
May the light of peace shine on your face for eternity.
May God’s angels guide you and protect you throughout time.
You were a light in our life that burns forever in our hearts.
May God’s grace shine over you for all time.
May the Lord bless you with His grace and warm, loving heart.

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

To remember your loved one in this special way send 
$10 per listing. Your special tribute will become a lasting 
memorial record in the May 20th issue of  The Mendota 

Reporter. Deadline is Friday, May 15th at Noon.

Please publish my tribute in the special Memorial Day page on May 20.
Name of Deceased: ___________________________________________________
   Please use Verse # ________       I have included my own Verse (write below)
Date of Birth: _____________________  Date of Passing:  ___________________
Signed by: __________________________________________________________
Your Verse: _________________________________________________________
 ___________________________________________________________________
 ___________________________________________________________________
 ___________________________________________________________________
 ___________________________________________________________________
The following will not be published.
Your Name: _________________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________
Daytime Phone: ______________________________________________________

Drop off or mail to: The Mendota Reporter, 703 Illinois Ave., P.O. Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342

04272020

Carl’s Quiz
Which fi lm  produced the best selling 

soundtrack album of all time? 
1. Dirty Dancing (1987), 

2. Forrest Gump (1994), 3. Purple Rain (1984), 
4. The Bodyguard (1992), 

5. Saturday Night Fever (1977)

The answer to last week’s quiz is: Meadowlark is a 
bird whose name contains the name of another bird.

Answer next week in The Mendota Reporter and online at 
www.mendotareporter.com

See Local News online at 
www.mendotareporter.com

We REPORT
To YOU

Subscribe Today!
12 Months

 (Lee, Bureau and 
LaSalle Counties) 

$5200

12 Months
 (Out of Area)

$7235

703 Illinois Ave. Mendota IL 61342 • 815-539-9396
M-F 8-5 • www.mendotareporter.com
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OSF Saint Paul to host blood 
drive at Mendota Civic Center

MENDOTA – Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center 
(MVRBC) will hold a blood drive from noon until 5 p.m. 
on Friday, May 15 at the Mendota Civic Center in Mendota. 

Volunteer blood donors are invited to support the local 
blood supply by scheduling an appointment to give blood 
by calling the Community Health Services Department at 
(815) 539-1411 or schedule online at www.bloodcenter.org. 
MVRBC requires appointments to ensure adequate supplies 
and social distancing during the Coronavirus Pandemic 
(COVID-19). Please bring a photo ID at the time of your 
donation.

Blood donations are often used to help treat patients with 
cancer, victims of trauma and patients undergoing major 
surgeries. All persons age 17 and up (or 16, with a signed 
parental permission form) who weigh at least 110 pounds 
and are in general good health meet the basic eligibility 
requirements for blood donation. 

For more information on donor eligibility, call the Blood 
Center at (800) 747-5401 or visit www.bloodcenter.org/
eligibility.

MVRBC is based in Davenport with regional operations 
in Urbana (Community Blood Services of Illinois) and 
Springfi eld (Central Illinois Community Blood Center). The 
Blood Center is the exclusive provider of blood and blood 
components to 95 hospitals in Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, and 
Wisconsin, including 11 of 13 OSF HealthCare facilities. 

Starved Rock Lodge & Park closure to continue
OGLESBY – It was no surprise 

to Amy Trimble, Concessionaire of 
Starved Rock Lodge, that the State 
Park was not in the fi rst phase of park 
re-openings. 

“We all know that this park is very 
different from the others in the state 
and the country,” said Trimble. “With 
the millions of visitors coming to the 
park each year, we can’t just open the 
gates and see what happens. There 
has to be a very thoughtful, detailed 
plan that helps us control crowds and 
ensure safety for the lodge and park 
staff as well as the visitors.” 

Trimble reported that she and the 
new superintendent, Alvin Harper, are 
working closely on a plan of action for 
the opening of both facilities.

 “We talk and share information 
daily. We both want what is best for 
our people and for our park.”

The Lodge, which offi cially closed 
on March 21, had created an Infection 
Prevention Plan several weeks prior 

to the offi cial closing of Starved Rock 
and the “shelter in place” mandate. 
Trimble will continue to have her 
staff follow these cleaning and safety 
guidelines. 

In addition, they will be making 
changes to ensure that guests are social 
distancing and staff is safe. “While 
the changes go against our service 
guidelines, we feel that for now, they 
are important in keeping everyone 
involved safe and Covid19-free,” 
Trimble said.  

Some of those changes are includ-
ing the addition of Plexiglas partitions 
at front counters, removing tables in 
the dining areas, reconfi guring ingress 
and egress in retail and dining areas 
and unfortunately canceling some 
of the Lodge’s larger activities and 
events.

“Our hope is to re-invent some of 
our activities so that we are still provid-
ing a great experience for guests but on 
a smaller scale,” Trimble added. “We 

are actually looking forward to this 
challenge because it gives us a chance 
to roll out some new and unique ideas 
that previously we may have thought 
were too small to bother with.”

Trimble went on to say that the 
staff is very anxious to get back to 
work and again welcome guests to 
the historic lodge. 

“We’re 34 days into a possible 
70- day closure and we are all ready 
to get back to normal, whatever that 
may look like.”

LaSalle Co. 4-H Federation Club to benefi t from HyVee Reusable Red Bag Program
PERU - Everyone could use a reusable 

shopping bag, right? LaSalle County 4-H 
Federation along with Hy-Vee can help you 
get one. The 4-H Federation Club has been 
selected by Hy-Vee in Peru as a benefi ciary 
for the month of May in the Hy-Vee Reusable 
Bag Program. This is a program that supports 
local non-profi ts.

The 4-H Federation Club will receive a $1 
donation every time a $2.50 red “My Heart” 

Reusable Bag is purchased at the Peru store 
during May, unless otherwise directed by the 
customer through the Giving Tag attached 
to the bag.

The Hy-Vee Reusable Bag Program, which 
launched in November 2019, is a reusable 
bag program that facilitates community 
support with the goal to make a difference 
in the communities in which customers live 
and work. For more information on the Hy-

Vee Reusable Bag Program, visit hy-vee.
bags4mycause.com.

“The 4-H Federation offi cers are very 
excited to receive the support of families 
and community members,” said Toni Pienta, 
LaSalle County 4-H and Youth Development 
Coordinator. “This donation program will 
help to assist the Federation in providing 
workshops and community service pro-
grams.”

4-H youth who are in 8th grade or above 
may join a Federation Club. Federation is 
the banding together of youth from different 
clubs into one representative group. Lead-
ership training, decision making, county or 
unit event planning, and socialization are the 
focus of Federation members.

For more information about this program, 
contact the University of Illinois Extension, 
LaSalle County Offi ce at (815) 433-0707.  

First-Light USA donates to Pandemic Health Worker Program
MENDOTA - First-Light 

USA, a manufacturer of 
portable, tactical lighting 
solutions, has announced 
the delivery of thousands of 
bottles of hand sanitizer to 
OSF HealthCare. 

In response to imme-
diate needs caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
First-Light team turned its 
attention from its typical 
production toward filling 
a vital need for the new 
Pandemic Health Worker 
Program (PHWP) offered 
by OSF HealthCare.

“We appreciate First-
Light’s foresight and putting 

innovation into action, help-
ing us provide care to those 
in our communities dealing 
with COVID-19 by donating 
much-needed hand sanitizer 
for clients of the Pandemic 
Health Worker Program,” 
said John Vozenilek, MD, 
Vice President and Chief 

Medical Offi cer for Inno-
vation and Digital Health at 
OSF HealthCare.

At the forefront of devel-
oping and creating innovative 
ways to deliver patient care, 
OSF HealthCare recently 
introduced the Pandemic 
Health Worker Program. 
Through a contract with 
the Illinois Department of 
Healthcare and Family Ser-
vices, the PHWP is designed 
to protect the well-being of 
the general public during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Clients who are enrolled 
in the program are assigned 
a Pandemic Health Worker 

who will deliver a care 
package that includes hand 
sanitizer, thermometer, ed-
ucational materials, a guide 
book and a tablet - depending 
on what a client already has 
at home.

“ O S F  H e a l t h C a r e , 
through OSF Innovation, is 
helping to lead the charge 
against the COVID-19 pan-
demic in Illinois. With our 
unique access to an FDA-reg-
istered production facility, 
we leapt at the chance to be 
a small part of this immense 
effort,” said Jeremy Ross, 
CEO and Founder of First-
Light USA. 
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workmanship very 
seriously. We’re not 
surprised when our 
customers do too. 
After all, when 

choosing the most 
permanent thing 

you’ll ever buy, it’s 
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demand perfection. 
And when you deal 
with us, it’s only 

natural to receive it.
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SETTLE FOR 
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If you know where this 
scene is located in Mendota, 
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Can you identify 

this photo?
THEN YOU CAN WIN!

The winner will receive:
$1000 MENDOTA BUCKS

To spend at any 
Mendota Chamber of Commerce member.

LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:
Weather vane on Casey’s General Store  

gas sign, 801 Meriden St.Winner - Diane McCully

Where is it…

in Mendota?

815-539-5985

EL ZARAPE WILL 
BE OPEN FOR 

CARRYOUT AND 
DELIVERY ORDERS 

ONLY DURING 
REGULAR BUSINESS 

HOURS UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE.
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“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell Mutual 
Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2020.

TIPPING OUR CAPS TO  
FARMERS EVERYWHERE
Thank a farmer this spring for helping ensure we can all eat 
tomorrow. We’re proud to provide many local farmers with the 
coverage they need to keep growing. Trust in Tomorrow.®

Thank a farmer this spring for helping ensure we 
can all eat tomorrow. We’re proud to provide 
many local farmers with the coverage they need 
to keep growing. Trust in Tomorrow.® 
“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” 
are registered trademarks of Grinnell Mutual 
Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual 
Reinsurance Company, 2020.

Our Family Protecting Your Family For 50 Years

04272020

Lexi Willey

Lexi Says,
WE ARE...

TIPPING OUR CAPS TO
FARMERS EVERYWHERE

Sam Bowne
Lawn Care
Residential & Commercial

Call Sam for your
free estimate.

815-910-3296
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 Edward R. Donovan 
MENDOTA - Edward R. Don-

ovan, 82, of Mendota passed away 
April 23, 2020 at his home.

Graveside services will be held 
at 11 a.m. on Friday May 1 at the 
Troy Grove Cemetery with Father 
Peter Pilon offi ciating. A memorial 
Mass will be held at Holy Cross 
Church, Mendota at a later date. 
Merritt Funeral Home, Mendota is 
handling arrangements.

Edward was born April 25, 1937 in LaSalle to Edward 
and Lucille (Lindenmeier) Donovan. He married the love 
of his life, Irene Roulston, on June 9, 1956 at Holy Cross 
Church in Mendota.

Survivors include his wife of Mendota; one daughter, Mar-
lene Melau, of Troy Grove; one son, Gary (Donna) Donovan 
of Rockford; two grandchildren, Mitchell (Melissa) Melau of 
Troy Grove and Marissa (David) Trumper of LaSalle; four 
great-grandchildren, Noah, Chelsea, Jesse and Anthony; four 
great-great grandchildren, Logan, Lucy, Lyla and Amelia; 
and two brothers, Don (Pat) Donovan of Princeton and Dan 
(Margie) Donovan of Sublette.

He was preceded in death by his parents and one son-in-
law, Montie Melau on Jan. 16, 2020.

Edward attended Lincoln School and Holy Cross Grade 
School in Mendota. In his early teenage years, he was a known 
guitar player in the Mendota Accordion Band. He wasted 
no time at all with getting right to work. At 16 years old, he 
started his 49-year career with Conco/Heico/Spartan Tool 
in Mendota. While employed there, he held many positions 
including welder, painter, coiler, working on the bomb line, 
and running a screw machine.

Edward enjoyed many things that life had to offer. He 
was often times found traveling and regularly found himself 
enjoying the shows and musical performances in Branson, 
Mo. He was musically talented on the guitar and the organ. 
Hunting and fi shing were two hobbies of his as well. He very 
rarely missed a car show and he enjoyed polishing his 1976 
Oldsmobile 442. He was always known for being a hard 
worker and his most valued interest was to spend as much 
time as he could with his family.

Memorials may be directed to Illinois Valley Public Action 
to Deliver Shelter or Holy Cross School in Mendota.

Conchita Bahena 
MENDOTA - Conchita Bahena, 

81, passed away April 22, 2020 in 
her home surrounded by her loving 
family.

Visitation will be private. Me-
morial services will take place at 
a later date.

Conchita was born Aug. 1, 1938 
in Chicago to Peter and Andrea 
(Villarreal) Flores. 

Survivors include three sons, 
Aniceto Arteaga of San Antonio, Texas, Jerry Ramberg of 
Sublette and John (Katherine) Ramberg of Chicago; three 
daughters, Cecilia (Hector Figueroa) Arteaga of Sublette, 
Linda Arteaga of Rolla, Mo. and Blanca Ramberg of Cicero; 
16 grandchildren; 27 great-grandchildren; and a sister, Lupe 
Paus of Beaver Dam, Wis.

She was preceded in death by her parents, nine sisters 
and three brothers.

During her working career, Conchita was a caregiver and a 
hospice worker with Addus Home Care and McNeal Hospice. 

Memorials may be directed to the family. 
Condolences may be shared at wasmerfuneralhome.com. 

 Watch your well being during coronavirus distancing
By Graham A. Colditz/
Siteman Cancer Center

Daily life has changed to an amazing 
degree in the last few weeks. As individ-
uals and communities work to contain 
the spread of COVID-19, one major 
adjustment for most of us personally is 
that we now spend much more time at 
home. This form of physical distancing, 
or sheltering in place, limits contact 
between people, which can help curb 
the infection’s spread.

As necessary as this distancing is, 
it is a change that can also be stressful, 
tedious and isolating, among many other 
things. So, as we all work to get used 
to our new and, ultimately, temporary 
reality, here are eight ways to look after 
your health, your well-being and your-
self during these unique times.

Be kind to yourself. The great thing 
about physical distancing is that by 
doing nothing — just staying inside — 
we’re doing something really important. 
Despite what you may see on social 
media, you don’t need to be writing a 
novel, conducting your children in a 
symphony or even reorganizing your 
sock drawer — unless you really want 
to. Be kind to yourself, and just take 
time to fi gure out what works best for 
you and your family.

Take a break from the news. Even 
in normal times, the sheer volume of 
news can feel overwhelming. These 
days, it’s even worse. So, be sure to 
carve out chunks of the day when you 
take a rest and shut off the news and 
pandemic-related social media feeds. 
Pick up a book. Stream a TV show. 
Play a board game. The news will still 
be there when you get back to it.

Keep up healthy food choices. 
When our regular routines are upended, 
our food choices can be, too — and often 
not for the better. A healthy diet can be 
a good way to maintain some normalcy, 
help keep the immune system working 
well and keep calories in check during 
these times when we’re less active and 
may feel urges to eat because of stress 
or boredom. When stocking up at the 
grocery store, focus on nourishing and 
fi lling foods, such as whole-grain breads 
and cereals, brown rice, fruits and veg-
etables (frozen, canned or fresh) and 
beans. And if you buy sweets and less-
healthy foods, store them out of sight so 
they’re less tempting. With the economy 
hard hit, food insecurity can also be an 
issue for many. For food assistance, or 
to donate, contact food banks in your 
area, or visit feedingamerica.org.

Keep moving. Although gyms are 

closed and exercise classes canceled, 
it’s still important to stay physically 
active. It can take a little extra creativ-
ity and more planning than before, but 
the payoff in energy, mood and overall 
well-being make it well worth it. You-
Tube is a great source for free yoga, 
dance and cardio videos. Exercise apps 
are another option. And, for most people, 
getting outside for a walk or bike ride 
is still allowed (while keeping a safe 
distance from others). Don’t worry 
about hitting specifi c goals, just try to 
fi t something in on most days. You’ll 
be happy you did.

Stand more. This can sound a bit 
odd. But, on top of staying active, try to 
make an effort to stand more than you 
normally would when you’re at home. 
In our normal days before COVID-19, 
it’d be rare to sit for most of the day. 
Going to class, walking to meetings, 
doing errands or spending time with 
the kids, we were on our feet a good 
amount. Now, while most of us are 
spending much more time at home, 
we’re probably also spending much 
more time sitting. Long term, sitting too 
much is bad for health, and short term, 
it can sap some of our energy and just 
make the long days at home feel even 
longer. So, try to work some standing 
breaks into your schedule. Set a timer 
that chimes every half hour to remind 
you to get up for a short leg stretch. Or 
try standing when watching TV shows, 
working on your computer or playing 
with your pet.

Stay connected — virtually. While 
we may no longer be able to meet up 
with friends and colleagues in the real 
world, we can still stay connected 
through technology. Host a trivia game 

over group video chat, share recipes 
via text message or email, or just pick 
up the phone and have a long talk with 
your best friend. The options are wide 
open for making connections.

Check in with your health-care pro-
vider if you have an existing medical 
condition such as heart disease, diabetes 
or cancer. See if there are any changes 
you should make during this time, 
such as rescheduling appointments, 
extending prescriptions or connecting 
remotely by telehealth rather than in 
person. Because COVID-19 can be more 
serious in some people with pre-existing 
diseases, it’s also especially important 
to follow recommendations for keeping 
safe, such as staying at home, avoiding 
groups and close contact with others, 
keeping surfaces clean and washing 
hands frequently.

Look after your mental wellness.
This can be a time of stress, anxiety 
and loneliness for many people. So, 
as you’re looking after your physical 
health, it’s extremely important to also 
look after your mental and emotional 
health. Try to keep up with those things 
that can help with mood: physical 
activity, mindfulness and meditation, 
and connecting with friends using 
technology. Many people also need 
professional help. So, don’t be shy 
about calling a health-care provider or 
visiting the National Alliance on Mental 
Illness (nami.org) for resources. If you 
ever feel you’re in crisis, call 911 and 
the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
(1-800-273-8255) immediately.

We’ll get through this together, even 
as we’re safely distancing ourselves 
for now.

It’s our health. Let’s take control.

Continued from Page A2

Brain

With Dementia” will explain 
common communication 
problems caused by Alz-
heimer’s disease and other 
dementias and strategies for 
better interactions and visits.

For more information, 
contact kbelzer@illinois.edu. 

Illinois drivers urged to renew 
their vehicle registrations online

SPRINGFIELD - Illinois 
Secretary of State Jesse 
White is urging the public to 
renew vehicle registrations 
online at www.cyberdriveil-
linois.com instead of waiting 
for offi ces to reopen. Since 
mid-March, over 400,000 
people have renewed stickers 
online, an increase of about 
50 percent from last year.

“Don’t wait, renew on-
line,” said White. “By renew-
ing your vehicle registration 
sticker now, you won’t have 
to visit a Driver Services fa-

cility once they reopen. This 
will save time and also help 
alleviate the rush of face-to-
face transactions at facilities 
once they are reopened.”

To renew vehicle reg-
istrations online, residents 
need their registration ID 
and PIN, which are located 
on their renewal notice and 
registration card.  
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714 Main St. 
Mendota 

 815-539-7011  

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

Friday, May 1
Flat Iron Steak

Saturday, May 2
Chicken Oscar

(also serving full menu both nights)
Carry-out & curbside pickup only!

Call 815-539-7011.

04272020

Tuesday Night Ribeye Special!
10 oz. for only $12.95.

Lunch & dinner carryouts 
Tuesday-Saturday.

Lunch from 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Dinner from 5-8 p.m.

703 Illinois Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-9396  •  www.mendotareporter.com

Senator Sue Rezin
Setchell Agency, 

Ltd.

Their commitment to education will send informative, 
interesting & educational newspapers to the Mendota 

School System throughout the school year!

A BIG THANK YOU to the 
2019-2020 NIE Sponsors

Member FDIC

Member FDIC

OGLESBY – Illinois 
Valley Community College 
is offering students a pass/fail 
option this semester.

Students can opt-in to 
the pass/fail option via We-
badvisor. Instructors will 
issue letter grades as usual. 
However, during final grade 
processing, the records office 
will apply pass/fail to stu-
dents who opted in.

Deadline for opting-in 
to pass/fail is 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, April 30. After 
the semester, students can 
request a letter grade if it 
is determined pass/fail no 
longer works for them.

Vice President for Student 
Services Mark Grzybowski 
“strongly advises” students 
to read the information his 
office has provided students 
and to speak to an IVCC 
counselor, financial aid 
advisor, university transfer 
counselor, and/or athletic 
department (if applicable), 
prior to opting-in.

For information, visit: 
https://www.ivcc.edu/aca-
demicaffairs/CAOPGrade-
Options.php.

Letters of support were re-
ceived from IVCC President 
Jerry Corcoran and Associate 
Vice President for Academic 
Affairs Bonnie Campbell.

Corcoran said Escatel is 
“100 percent dedicated to 
her students, staff and the 
IVCC community” while 
Campbell noted she is “con-

of two people. Golf courses 
will be allowed to operate 
only under “strict” safety and 
social distancing guidelines 
from the state Department 
of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity.

• Essential businesses will 
include animal grooming ser-
vices, greenhouses, garden 
centers and nurseries, allow-
ing them to reopen. These 
businesses must follow 
social distancing and require 
employees and customers to 
wear face coverings.

• Retail stores that are not 
already essential businesses 
and operations may re-open 
to fulfill telephone and online 
orders through delivery and 
curbside pick-up.

• Face coverings will be 
required for everyone in 
indoor public places and 
in any other public place 
where they cannot maintain 
six-foot social distancing. 
The requirement applies to 
everyone over the age of 
two who is medically able 
to wear a mask.

• Essential businesses 
and manufacturers will be 
required to provide face-cov-
erings to all employees who 
cannot maintain six-foot 
social distancing. Other new 
requirements will include 
occupancy limits and pre-
cautions such as staggering 
shifts and operating only “es-
sential” manufacturing lines.

• Schools can allow the 
pick-up of necessary supplies 
and student belongings. Col-
lege dormitory move-outs 
will have to follow social 
distancing and other public 
health guidelines.

• Surgical centers and 
hospitals will be allowed 
to perform some elective 
surgeries for non-life-threat-
ening conditions. They will 
need to meet certain criteria 
set by the Illinois Department 
of Public Health.

“These changes are what 
the data says that we can 
offer the people of Illinois 
without risking so much 
viral transmission that our 
hospitals will potentially 
become overrun,” Pritzker 
said. “That said, if we start 

to see crowds and people vi-
olating the order or breaking 
the rules, I will need to bring 
back these restrictions. I’m 
hopeful that we will not need 
to do that.”

IDPH announced 1,826 
new cases of COVID-19 in 
Illinois on Thursday, as well 
as 123 new deaths. The state 
has now seen 36,934 cases, 
including 1,688 deaths. 
Health workers completed 
8,970 tests in the past 24 
hours.

For the first time in this 
pandemic, Pritzker released 
one of the projection mod-
els that his administration 
is using to make decisions. 
The model, developed by 
researchers at multiple Illi-
nois universities and private 
groups, projects the state to 
see a peak or plateau of daily 
deaths between late April and 
early May.

If the stay-at-home or-
der were lifted this week, 
Pritzker said, a second 
wave of COVID-19 would 
send deaths per day into 
the thousands by the end 
of May.

Order
Continued from Page A1

Award
Continued from Page A1 sistently impressed with 

Sara’s ability to understand 
and articulate the needs of 
the communities her depart-
ment serves.”

Escatel’s daughter Pris-
cilla and seven staff mem-
bers attended. One staff 
member said, “she is the 
best” as Escatel turned to 
hug her daughter and sev-
eral other Adult Education 

instructors standing behind 
her on stage.

Once she hugged every-
one, Escatel returned to the 
microphone to share a few 
more words.

“Thank you so much. I ap-
preciate everything from the 
bottom of my heart. Thank 
you so much for making 
a difference in everyone’s 
lives.”

IVCC offering
pass/fail option

OGLESBY – Illinois Valley Commu-
nity College board secretary Judy Day of 
Ottawa has been nominated for the 2020 
Illinois Community College Trustees 
Association Professional Board Staff 
Member Award.

In their nomination, 
IVCC board chair Jane 
Goetz and President 
Jerry Corcoran said Day 
demonstrates IVCC’s 
core values: respect, 
responsibility, caring, 
fairness and honesty.

“Judy Day is one of 
the most dedicated and caring coworkers 
we have worked with in our combined 
47 years with IVCC. Her commitment 
to high-quality customer service is out-
standing and an example for the rest of 
us to follow.

“Her ability to keep track of so many 
ongoing activities in the president’s office 
is amazing. She never misses a deadline 
and produces exemplary reports for the 
president, board and college community.”

Corcoran and Goetz noted Day often 
anticipates potential areas of concern.

“Judy heads off problems before they 
get started. She is well respected by our 
board and colleagues view her as a ‘go-to 
person’ for solving problems. She handles 
sensitive and confidential information 
responsibly.”

Day completes projects ahead of time 
– without reminders – and is “respectful 
of everyone.”

Meeting notes of the President’s Coun-
cil and cabinet, as well as minutes from all 
regular and special board meetings “are 
of the highest possible quality.”

“Judy is honest — the foundation upon 
which trust is built — and she promotes 
a positive work environment.”

Day was one of the first employees to 
earn IVCC’s Support Staff Distinguished 
Service Award. For nearly 35 years, Day 
has demonstrated fairness to all employees 
“and that has helped the administration 
gain support for major initiatives.”

Nominees will be honored and the 
winner announced at ICCTA’s awards 
banquet June 5 in Chicago. Longtime 
IVCC board secretary Jeanne Hayden of 
Peru was the inaugural recipient of the 
award in 2012.

Judy Day

IVCC’s board secretary
nominated for staff award

Planting preparations
Illinois Valley Community College agriculture program coordinators Willard Mott 
and Kathryn Lillie prepare a 12-row planter for the field. Mott and Lillie are work-
ing with students to complete the semester online, and weather permitting, begin 
planting soybeans next week. The program recently received a 2020 Case IH Mag-
num 340 tractor, Case IH 335 vertical tiller and Case IH 2150 Early Riser planter. 
Access to the tractor and tiller was facilitated by Stoller International of Ottawa 
and the planter by Case IH Planter Research in Burr Ridge. (Photo contributed)

Grass Clippings
No person shall throw, 

place or leave, or cause or 
permit to be thrown, placed 
or left, any ashes, dirt, filth 
or rubbish, grass clippings, 
or foreign matter in or upon 
any street, alley or sidewalk 
of the City of Mendota.

Penalty: Any person vi-
olating this section shall be 
subject to the penalty of not 
less than $50 nor more than 
$500. Imposition of any 
penalty for a violation of this 
section shall not be construed 
as a waiver of the right of 
the City to collect the cost 
of removal of such nuisance 
where it is necessary for the 
City to remove such nuisance.

Burn Ordinance
It is unlawful to burn any materials other than small and 

dried quantities of branches, leaves, weeds or grass at any 
time. The burning of any material such as rubber, tires, 
leather, tar paper, old batteries or any material that emits 
an offensive odor when burned is unlawful within the city 
limits of Mendota.

Limited amounts of yard waste material may be 
burned provided the material is dry and does not create 
an offensive odor, nuisance or fire hazard due to exces-
sive high winds. Combustible yard waste material may 
be kindled from 10 a.m. through 4 p.m. on Thursdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays only. All fires must be constantly 
tended by a competent person, until such fire is properly 
extinguished. 

The continued smoldering of slow-burning combustible 
yard waste after 4 p.m. is a nuisance and anyone kindling 
such a fire that will emit obnoxious odors after 4 p.m. will 
be considered performing an unlawful act. Burning on 
Sunday by commercial establishments shall be considered 
an unlawful act.

Mendota City Ordinances
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By DAVID CHAVERN
President and CEO,
News Media Alliance

Local news has long 
been a reliable, dependable 
source of information for 
communities across the 
country. But for years now, 
it has been taken for grant-
ed. National stories have 
too-often been grabbing 
people’s attention, and 
often seem exceedingly 
urgent. This focus on na-
tional news has, at times, 
come at the expense of 
local news and the valuable 
reporting being done by 
local journalists.

But it turns out that 
when we face a collec-
tive crisis and “things get 
real,” the most important 
information we all need 
is local information. How 
many COVID-19 cases are 
in my community? Where 
can I get tested? When will 
schools reopen? What is 
considered an “essential” 
business where I live? In 
this moment, local news 
publishers are delivering 
the news and information 
that is allowing community 
members across the country 
to survive, thrive and stay 
connected to one another.

Unfortunately, the busi-
ness of local news publish-
ing was in a fragile state 
before COVID-19, and 
the immediate and intense 
contraction in advertising 
in response to the pandemic 
(50-80 percent, depending 
upon the market) has im-
posed severe financial stress 
on local news publishers 
at exactly the moment 
when the public needs and 
wants their reporting more 
than ever.

As an industry, we take 
our role as independent 
watchdogs extremely seri-
ously, and we don’t easily 
ask for government help, 
even in the midst of a 
global pandemic. But local 
journalism is at a turning 
point, and if we want it to 
survive this crisis – and to 
be available for the next 
one – we need Congress to 
step up and offer assistance 
immediately. The biggest 
asks for local news right 
now are:

• Direct current govern-
ment advertising dollars 
to local news publishers 
and broadcasters, and 
establish a large, new 
government advertising 
campaign around health, 
education and economic 
development.

• Change the Small 
Business Administration’s 
(SBA) rules to allow more 
small publishers access to 
the same lending facilities 
that are available to other 
small businesses. The orig-
inal SBA program, while 
providing welcome relief 
to some media outlets, 
restricts newspapers that 
are part of other newspa-
per groups or non-news 
business, unnecessarily 
penalizing thousands of 
local newspapers across 
the country. The SBA needs 
to treat local publishers that 
are part of larger groups as 
independent small busi-
nesses, which would grant 
them access to such aid as 
the Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP). On April 
19, U.S. Senators Maria 
Cantwell (D-WA), John 
Kennedy (R-LA), Amy 
Klobuchar (D-MN) and 
John Boozman (R-AR) 

sent a bipartisan letter  to 
their Senate colleagues 
urging support for expand-
ing SBA loan access to 
struggling local newspa-
pers, which would correct 
this harmful exclusion.

• Thirty-three thousand 
newspaper employees 
have either been laid off, 
furloughed or seen their 
pay reduced. To address 
the layoffs and furloughs, 
Congress should consider 
additional means to support 
small publishers and main-
tain newsroom employ-
ment just when we need 
local journalists the most.

• Pass legislation that 
would support local jour-
nalism that is already teed-
up in Congress, including 
small changes to recently 
enacted retirement security 
legislation (SECURE Act) 
that would provide relief 
to local, independently 
controlled newspapers that 
were left out of the previous 
bill that is now law.

We of course won’t lose 
sight of our long-term chal-
lenges to the industry. The 
Journalism Competition & 
Preservation Act is already 
teed-up and  would allow 
publishers to band together 
to negotiate a better busi-
ness deal from Google and 
Facebook.

Publishers don’t take 
these requests lightly, and 
many may view it as coun-
terintuitive for news media 
companies to turn to the 
government for assistance, 
given the role the media 
plays in speaking truth 
to power. But the current 
situation has proven, unlike 
anything else, the essential 
nature of local news.

Local publishers don’t 
just keep the public in-
formed about the actions 
of their leaders – they 
keep leaders informed 
about the realities their 
constituents are facing. 
Local news reporters have 
ties to their communities 
that make them experts on 
their governments, their 
leaders, their landscapes, 
and their neighbors. Unlike 
national journalists, local 
journalists are reporting 
on a community they’re 
living in and experiencing 
the same things as their 
audiences every day.

Social media isn’t going 
to give the public the infor-
mation they need right now; 
local publishers and journal-
ists are, and Congress needs 
to act to ensure that they 
don’t disappear just when 
we need them the most.

Politicians have com-
plained about the media 
since the founding of the 
Republic. But the Founding 
Fathers also understood the 
value of the press for the 
American people and that it 
wasn’t the role of journalists 
to be liked by politicians. 
They wrote “freedom of 
the press” into the First 
Amendment because they 
knew it was important to 
have journalists be the 
eyes, ears and voice for the 
people. This is never clearer 
than in times of crisis.

If we want to have a 
press that’s available to in-
form and support our com-
munities, now and in the 
future, we need our leaders 
to support the press. If we 
can’t come together now to 
save local journalism when 
it’s most essential, we may 
not get another chance.

What news is important right now?

(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from April 27, 1994)
By Jessica Nashold

Twenty-five years ago this month, Dr. 
John Dal Santo submitted his resigna-
tion from the position of superintendent 
of schools. He was in charge of both 
Mendota High School and Mendota’s 
elementary schools. The resignation 
would become effective June 30, 1969.

Dr. Dal Santo had come to Mendo-
ta in 1968 following a post-doctoral 
administrative internship. There had 
been 47 applicants for the Mendota 
superintendency.

When asked what he considered his 
most important accomplishment during 
his year in Mendota, he said it had been 
the hiring of an educational consulting 
firm to survey and report on the school 
programs and buildings.

Dr. Dal Santo was the last person 
to fill the position of superintendent of 
schools. For the 1969-70 school year, 
James Basala was named superintendent 
of grade schools and Morris Morgan 
became superintendent of Mendota 
High School.

***
Louis Koopersmith entered upon 

his third term as mayor of Mendota. 
The April 1969 vote was 1,329 for 
Koopersmith and 597 for H.B. Crow.

Mr. Crow did not throw his hat 
into the ring until last Wednes-
day when he announced he was 
a write-in candidate.

***
A two-day shopping spree was 

advertised as Tax Relief Days, offered 
by the Indignant Retail Shopkeepers 
(IRA). It included a display of 1969 
cars on Jefferson Street between Main 
and Illinois by the Mendota New Car 
Dealers Association. The dealers were 
Faber Motor Co., Larkin Chevrolet 
Inc., Prescott Brothers, R & R Ford 
Sales, Schimmer Pontiac and Widmer 
& Sons Co.

The Association announced it would 
award a $150 scholarship for a gradu-

ating MHS senior to attend automotive 
mechanics school. Morris Morgan and 
Joe Rollins would select the recipient.

***
L.J. Stephenitch & Sons announced 

they would discontinue their dealership 
for International Harvester on Aug. 15 
and would close their farm service office 
June 1. After an extensive remodeling, 
they would be opening as an Ace Hard-
ware affiliate.

***
Meetings were held throughout 

LaSalle County on a proposed county 
zoning ordinance. At the meeting in 
Mendota, only 25 persons attended.

***
A MHS band trip to Biloxi and Gulf-

port, Miss., and to New Orleans, La., 
brought enthusiastic reports from the 
communities visited. From Gulfport – 

There are not enough words 
to express our feelings on the 
conduct and cooperation the 
students gave Mr. Baile.

***
Lighting struck the No. 4 well, caus-

ing an estimated $25,000 damage. It was 
believed three to five weeks would be 
required for repairs. Meantime, the old 
CB&Q well, purchased by the city for 
$500 several years before, and the No. 
2 well on Fourth Avenue would supply 
Mendota’s water needs.

This is the first time the Burl-
ington well has been used since 
it was purchased for emergency 
use.
Mendotans were asked to conserve 

water as much as possible until repairs 
could be completed.

***
The Mendota Ministerial Associa-

tion sponsored a town meeting at the 

Methodist church to discuss possibility 
of adopting a film code.

***
Gov. Richard B. Ogilvie let it be 

known that a corridor paralleling U.S. 
51 from Rockford to Interstate 57 north 
of Salem was in a preliminary planning 
stage.

***
D.G. Selbrede, agent and yardmas-

ter for the CB&Q in Mendota told the 
Kiwanis Club membership that the 
Mendota station was 35th in size for 
passenger service. He said Mendota 
was a hub for unit transfers of potash. 
Since November 1968, 1,168 cars of 
potash had been handled in Mendota.

He assured Kiwanians that work on 
the Burlington crossing was scheduled 
for spring.

***
Mendota Illiniwek members picked 

up litter between the Farm Services plant 
and the intersection with Route 52 south 
of Mendota on April 20, 1969. This was 
a public service sponsored by the Na-
tional Campers & Hikers Association. 
The Illiniweks collected 2,600 pounds 
of trash and estimated 95% was in the 
form on empty beer cans.

Following the pickup, the members 
met at Lake Mendota for a wiener roast 
and their children collected another six 
bushels of trash – paper napkins, cups 
and plastic food containers.

***
FFA members planted 100 white 

pine trees and two Bechtel crab trees 
at Apple Orchard Park in the south end 
of Mendota. Many of the trees, donated 
by the First State Bank, were planted 
along the railroad tracks. Ag instructor 
Fred Morris and student teacher Robert 
Thorsen directed the work.

***
The Mendota Sportsmen advertised 

a turkey shoot on April 27, 1969. The 
shoot was conducted in Johnson’s tim-
ber, three miles east of Mendota on the 
Triumph blacktop. There was a special 
shoot for ladies. Instructed the ad – 

Bring your own shotguns.

Last superintendent of schools – 1969
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

By Rich Lowry
At a coronavirus task force briefing at the beginning of 

April, White House adviser Jared Kushner explained the 
approach that would -- as events proved -- get the country 
through its ventilator crisis.

He was relentlessly pilloried, mocked and distorted in 
the press for it.

Kushner said at one point that states shouldn’t be drawing 
on the federal stockpile just to hold ventilators in their own 
reserves. This led to a flurry of media criticism alleging that 
Kushner wanted to horde the federal ventilator stockpile.

Actually, the emphasis on data and shrewd allocation that 
Kushner discussed at the April 2 briefing has clearly worked.

At the outset, the country was looking at a daunting, per-
haps impossible challenge. A chilling briefing at the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency early on posited that the 
U.S. could be short 130,000 ventilators by April 1. The federal 
government had about 16,000 ventilators in its stockpile.

A couple of insights drove the administration’s effort to 
get its arms around the problem.

Officials realized, as one White House adviser puts it, 
that there was “too much guesstimating” going on. Many 
governors didn’t know how many ventilators their states had 
and were acting on the normal impulse to have more than 
enough, just in case.

The administration created a data team. It used hospital 
billings to estimate how many ventilators were in each state 
and how many were being utilized, so it didn’t have to depend 
on perhaps panicky, poorly informed requests from states.

Another important realization was that FEMA could do 
just-in-time delivery. This created a lot of flexibility. The 
administration could wait to see how things really played 

out, rather than make decisions based on projections weeks 
in the future. 

The media portrayed it as a failure every time the admin-
istration gave a state a fraction of its request, but this was a 
key element of the strategy. If the administration had tried to 
meet New York’s initial estimated need for 40,000 additional 
ventilators, for instance, everything would have gone out the 
door, and for no good reason.

Another insight was that most ventilators out in the country 
weren’t being used, since virus hot spots are geographically 
limited. That meant there was a tremendous capacity to be 
tapped. This led to the Dynamic Ventilator Reserve. States 
and hospitals with a safe margin of ventilators not in use could 
lend them to places that needed them, with a federal guarantee 
that a hospital lending a ventilator would get a replacement 
in 24 or 48 hours if it turned out that it needed it back. This 
removed the fear and the risk of giving up ventilators. 

To add to the nation’s overall supply, FEMA acted quickly 
to get so-called notifications to purchase to ventilator man-
ufacturers so they could start work and hold their inventory, 
which ensured it wasn’t lost to foreign countries.

Last year, according to administration figures, the country 
produced 30,000 ventilators. This year, it’s going to produce 
some 200,000, and they are already coming in. “We are going 
to be swimming in ventilators,” a White House adviser said.

By any measure, that’s a success, certainly compared 
with where we thought we’d be less than a month ago. If 
the media weren’t so devoted to gotcha idiocy, more people 
might know about it.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2020 by King Features Synd., Inc.

What ventilator crisis?



The Mendota Reporter • A7Wednesday, April 29, 2020

ENTERTAINMENT

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

Stop In Today To Place Your Ad
703 Illinois Avenue • Mendota

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: Will “9-1-1: Lone 
Star” be coming back for an-
other season? Also, will they 
ever have the characters from 
that show and the original 
“9-1-1” se-
ries crossing 
over? -- A.A.

A: Good 
news! Both 
“9-1-1” and 
i t s  s p i n -
off, “9-1-1: 
Lone Star,” 
have been renewed by Fox 
and will be back whenever 
the fall TV season resumes. 
As for mixing the casts, pro-
ducer Tim Minear said he’d 
rather keep the two shows 
“in their own lanes, for a 
bit,” according to TVLine.
com. As you can tell from the 
title, the “Lone Star” edition 
is set in Texas -- Austin to be 
precise. It stars Rob Lowe as 
a firefighter who relocates 
from Manhattan.

***
Q: Who plays Emily on 

“Chicago Fire”? I really like 
the actress, but I can’t place 
where I’ve seen her before. 
-- B.H.

A: Annie Ilonzeh has 
played paramedic Emily 
Foster for the past couple 
years on NBC’s “Chicago 
Fire” and occasionally on 

Rob Lowe

its sister shows “Chicago 
Med” and “Chicago PD.” 
Unfortunately, Ilonzeh is 
leaving “Chicago Fire” after 
the recent finale. 

Her first regular series role 
was as Maya on the daytime 
soap “General Hospital,” and 
she’s been working steadily 
ever since on prime time 
shows like “Arrow,” “Drop 
Dead Diva” and “Person of 
Interest.” I’m sure it won’t be 
long before she lands another 
successful series or perhaps 
branches out into movies. 

***
Q: When will the next 

season of “The Mandalorian” 
be back on Disney+? I realize 
with all the special effects 
it could take a long time to 
create new episodes, but I 
really hope it’s sooner rather 
than later. -- C.D.

A: The “Star Wars” space 
Western “The Mandalorian” 
was a huge hit with devoted 
fans and critics alike when 
it debuted on Disney’s new 
streaming service, Disney+. 
A second season was quickly 
ordered, but it’s not expected 
to be available to stream until 
October 2020.

Fortunately, a behind-the-
scenes documentary series 
“Disney Gallery: The Man-
dalorian,” premieres Mon-
day, May 4, and will feature 

never-before-seen footage as 
well as interviews and panel 
discussions with the stars and 
creators. Of course, if this 
also means more coverage of 
The Child, AKA the adorable 
“Baby Yoda,” sign me up. 

***
Q: I know that singer 

Gwen Stefani is still with 
Blake Shelton, but has her 
ex, Gavin Rossdale, been 
in any serious relationships 
since their split? -- E.L.

A: It’s been five years 
since Stefani and Rossdale 
filed for divorce after it was 
rumored he was having an 
affair with their children’s 
nanny. Stefani soon found 
love with her fellow superstar 
judge from “The Voice” in 
Shelton, but Rossdale’s love 
life has been much quieter. 
Most recently during the 
coronavirus stay-at-home 
orders, he was seen donning 
a mask while walking his dog 
with his girlfriend, model 
Natalie Golba. Meanwhile, 
Stefani has been sheltered 
on Shelton’s property in 
Oklahoma.

Send me your questions at 
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.
com, or write me at KFWS, 
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803.

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

• Trivia Test •Strange
But True

By Lucie Winborne
* Sigurd the Mighty, a 

ninth-century Norse earl of Or-
kney, was killed by an enemy 
he had beheaded several hours 
earlier. He’d tied the man’s 
head to his horse’s saddle, 
but while riding home one of 
its protruding teeth grazed his 
leg, causing an infection from 
which the unlucky Sigurd died.

* Irish author and politi-
cian Edmund Burke was not 
a skilled public speaker. In 
fact, his speeches at the House 
of Commons were so boring, 
many MPs left the building 
once he stood up.

* In 1907, an ad campaign 
for Kellogg’s Corn Flakes 
offered a free box of cereal to 
any woman who would wink 
at her grocer.

* While Jackie Robinson 
was laid up for two weeks in 
1948 with a hamstring injury, 
the Dodgers secretly replaced 
him with Herschel Morowitz, a 
white man in black face.

* The average human body 
contains enough iron to make 
a 3-inch-long nail. It also 
contains enough fat to produce 
seven bars of soap.

* The first washing ma-
chine was invented in 1782 
by H. Sidgier of Great Britain. 
His design was later honed by 
other inventors, including Wil-
liam Blackstone, who invented 
the first at-home washer as a 
birthday gift for his wife.

* Drinking seawater will 
cause rapid dehydration and, 
if enough is consumed, even-
tually death. Frozen seawater 
is a much safer alternative, 
since it contains only a tenth 
as much salt as the liquid form, 
due to the fact that the salt is 
separated from the water when 
freezing as it does not fit into 
the crystalline structure of ice.

* The first lipstick appeared 
in ancient Mesopotamia ap-
proximately 4,000 years ago, 
when women decorated their 
lips with dust made from pre-
cious gems.

***
Thought for the Day: “The 

world is a dangerous place to 
live; not because of the people 
who are evil, but because of the 
people who don’t do anything 
about it.” -- Albert Einstein

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

1. GEOGRAPHY: What per-
centage of the world’s population 
lives in the Northern Hemisphere?

2. MATH: In geometry, what 
shape is a torus?

3. TELEVISION: What was the 
name of the character played by Tina 
Fey on “30 Rock”?

4. SCIENCE: How many earth-
quakes are detected in the world 
each year?

5. U.S. PRESIDENTS: What 
was Barack Obama’s Secret Service 
code name? 

6. LANGUAGE: What is the 
opposite of a synonym, words with 
similar meanings?

7. MOVIES: Who played the 
role of Tess McGill in the 1988 film 
“Working Girl”?

8. BIBLE: How many plagues 
were unleashed on Egypt, according 
to the Book of Exodus?

9. LITERATURE: Who was the 
author of the novella “The Time 
Machine”?

10. HISTORY: Who served as 
the first postmaster general of the 
Continental Congress?

Answers
1. About 90%
2. Doughnut
3. Liz Lemon
4. About half a million
5. Renegade
6. Antonym, words with oppo-

site meanings
7. Melanie Griffith
8. Ten
9. H.G. Wells
10. Ben Franklin

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., 
Inc.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Are 
you ready for a musical 
about Steven Spielberg’s 
classic 1975 film “Jaws”? 
The Papermill Playhouse in 
New Jersey, 
often used 
to  deve l -
op Broad-
way-bound 
shows, has 
booked an 
impressive 
season from 
n o w  u n -
til 2021. It has planned 
productions of the classic 
board game and comedy 
film “Clue,” “The Sound of 
Music” and the Elton John/
Tim Rice musical “Aida,” 
before ending the season 
with “Bruce” (June 9-July 
21, 2021). Bruce was the 
name of the uncooperative 
mechanical shark that gave 
Spielberg and his team end-
less problems. Mark your 
calendars.

***
Meanwhile,  another 

Bruce, Bruce Willis, has 
been more than cooperative 
with his busy film schedule. 
“10 Minutes Gone,” with Mi-
chael Chiklis, was released 
last September; “Trauma 
Center,” with Nicky Whelan, 
debuted Dec. 6; and “Survive 
the Night,” with CW star 

B. Willis

Chad Michael Murray, went 
straight to video.

Willis also has a slate 
of films that don’t yet have 
release dates. The sci-fi 
action thriller “Breach,” 
about an interstellar ark, is 
due in the fall. “Midnight in 
the Switchgrass” has a great 
cast with Oscar-nominee 
Emile Hirsch, sexy Megan 
Fox, Lucas Haas and Sistine 
Rose Stallone (21-year-old 
daughter of Sylvester), but 
shooting is on hold due to 
the coronavirus. He’s also 
got “McClane,” an offshoot 
based on Willis’ character 
from the “Die Hard” fran-
chise, along with the alien 
invasion movie “Cosmic 
Sin,” with Luke Wilson and 
Frank Grillo.

Wilson just completed the 
sports film “12 Mighty Or-
phans,” set during the Great 
Depression, with Martin 
Sheen, Robert Duvall, “Sein-
feld’s” Wayne Knight and 
Treat Williams. Frank Grillo 
has completed “The Hit-
man’s Wife’s Bodyguard,” 
with Ryan Reynolds, Morgan 
Freeman, Samuel L. Jackson, 
Salma Hayek, Antonio Ban-
deras and Richard E. Grant, 
for an Aug. 28 release.

***
Due to Tom Hanks’ bout 

with the coronavirus, Baz 
Luhrmann’s film, shooting in 

Australia, about Elvis Pres-
ley, in which Hanks plays 
Presley’s manager Colonial 
Parker to Austin Butler’s 
Elvis, has been shut down 
until Hanks has recovered. 
Maggie Gyllenhaal plays 
Elvis’ mother.

***
Some last words about 

Kenny Rogers. When co-
median Pat Paulsen was 
starring on “The Smothers 
Brothers Comedy Hour” in 
1968, he launched a comical 
campaign for president of the 
United States. His political 
fundraiser was a 99-cent 
dinner at a Beverly Hills 
cafeteria that brought out 
every star in Hollywood. 
The band playing the gala 
was The First Edition, and I 
did a lot of photos with them 
and got to know them well. 
The lead singer’s name was 
Kenny Rogers. Their first hit 
was “Ruby Don’t Take Your 
Love to Town.”

Luckily, for many years I 
was able to spend time with 
Kenny and hang out at his 
house from time to time with 
Mickey Dolenz. Kenny was 
just as nice and down to earth 
as you were led to believe he 
was. His music stays with 
us now that he’s joined the 
“Islands In the Stream”!

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Couch Theater
Movies reviewed in this 

week’s column have just been 
released on video and DVD.)

“The Gentlemen” (R) -- 
Guy Ritchie -- master of the 
British crime caper ensemble 
-- scores a hit with “The 
Gentlemen,” featuring an 
American ex-pat weed mag-
nate named Michael Pearson 
(Matthew McConaughey) 
attempting to unload his 
empire. Meanwhile, his head 
henchman (Charlie Hunnam) 
negotiates a payoff deal with 
a sleazy PI (Hugh Grant) who 
regales him with a play-by-
play of the forces working 
against said deal, including 
the upstart Asian gangster 
“Dry Eye” (Henry Golding) 
and a group of charming, 
acrobatic thugs who call 
themselves the Toddlers 
and post vids of fights while 
rapping. Michelle Dockery 
(“Downton Abbey”) also 
stars in a decidedly inelegant 
but juicy power woman role 
as Pearson’s wife.

“The Last Full Mea-
sure” (R) -- William H. 

Pitsenbarger (Jeremy Irvine) 
was a paratrooper medic in 
the Vietnam War whose acts 
of bravery and sacrifice go 
unvalidated for decades until 
Scott Huffman (Sebastien 
Stan), a fast-rising Pentagon 
staffer, takes up the mission 
to award Pits the Congres-
sional Medal of Honor 
decades after his death. His 
investigation uncovers both 
the medic’s unbridled valor, 
as told by fellow soldiers and 
witnesses to his sacrifices 
(Samuel L. Jackson, Peter 
Fonda and Ed Harris), and a 
shocking conspiracy at the 
highest levels to keep the 
past buried. It’s based on a 
true story. Set in a war so 
filled with tragedy, the story 
is uplifting and inspirational.

“Bad Boys for Life” 
(R) -- As he welcomes his 
first grandchild to the world, 
Marcus Bennett (Martin 
Lawrence) aims to retire. 
Partner Mike Lowery (Will 
Smith) may be getting older, 
but he’s still aims at every 
bad guy in the Miami area 

-- and he’s still just as swass. 
When a Mexican drug cartel 
targets Lowery, he teams up 
with Miami’s elite tech unit to 
take down his would-be killer 
while attempting to lure his 
better half out of retirement. 
This franchise stretches back 
a quarter century, and it gives 
as much mayhem, banter and 
attitude today as it did in 1995.

“Like a Boss” (R) -- Two 
besties build a great compa-
ny from the ground up, but 
small business can be a big 
headache if it’s buried in 
debt. This is where we find 
Mia and Mel (Tiffany Had-
dish and Rose Byrne), who 
are struggling to keep their 
quirky cosmetics business 
afloat. Enter Claire Luna 
(Salma Hayek), the boss of 
a large cosmetics conglomer-
ate, who throws out a lifeline 
partnership. Unfortunately, 
it comes with strings and 
obstacles that the friends will 
have to overcome to save 
their business and friendship. 

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Brought to you each week by
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LOCAL AND AREA
By BEN ORNER
Capitol News Illinois
and JEFF BROWN
Illinois Farm Bureau

SPRINGFIELD – The 
meat supply chain, which 
was running at full capacity 
at the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic, is now taking a hit 
as the disease infects plant 
workers and threatens the 
livestock industry’s ability 
to keep up with high demand.

The spread of coronavirus 
through employees at some 
of the nation’s largest meat 
plants could slow the flow 
of food, depending on how 
long plant closures last. At 
the same time, other plants 
that normally supply the 
food service industry with 
larger quantities of food are 
not equipped to distribute 
smaller packages suitable 
for grocery stores.

“When one section of the 
supply chain has a slowdown 
or complete shutdown, it bot-
tlenecks the rest of the sys-
tem,” Illinois Farm Bureau 
President Richard Guebert, 
Jr. said. “With highly per-
ishable products like milk 
or vegetables, the bottleneck 
is slowing down the process 
longer than the items have in 
shelf life.”

One of the nation’s largest 
pork processing plants, a 
Smithfield Foods facility in 
Sioux Falls, S.D., shut down 
earlier this month because 
of a COVID-19 outbreak, 
taking 130 million weekly 
servings of food out of the 
supply chain. The closure 
also idled plants in Missouri 
and Wisconsin that rely on 
the Sioux Falls plant’s raw 
materials.

On April 20, food pro-
cessing company JBS shut 
down a Minnesota process-
ing plant that produces about 
5 percent of the nation’s 

Keeping the shelves stocked like this one at a grocery in Bloomington is becoming more 
difficult as COVID-19 outbreaks and shutdowns at some U.S. processing plants have 
begun disrupting the meat supply chain. (Credit: Illinois Farm Bureau)

Meat supply chain begins to feel effects of COVID-19
pork. Tyson Foods has also 
shut down an Iowa facility 
that produces 2 percent of 
U.S. pork.

Those four closures repre-
sent 10 to 15 percent of U.S. 
pork processing, said Illinois 
Pork Producers Association 
Executive Director Jennifer 
Tirey.

“That just creates a bottle-
neck for all the other packers, 
because they try to move 
those hogs to their other 
facilities,” she said.

Of the three major pork 
facilities in Illinois, one is op-
erated by JBS in Beardstown 
and another, in Monmouth, 
is operated by Smithfield 
Foods. The third major facili-
ty in the state is the Agar-op-
erated Rantoul Foods in 
Rantoul. 

While Tirey said the 
plants are experiencing 
disruptions, they remain in 
operation. There were, how-
ever, three employees at the 
Monmouth plant who tested 
positive for COVID-19 last 
week.

Tirey said the bot-
tlenecked supply chain 
dropped the number of pigs 
processed in the U.S. on 
April 20 to 370,000, down 
from 415,000 only a couple 
days before.

“Just losing those couple 
processing plants in neigh-
boring states brings the 
overall total down,” she said.

Tirey added, though, 
that she does not expect 
the amount of pork in su-
permarkets will decrease, 
for now. Instead, she said, 
shortages at supermarkets 
should be attributed to con-
sumers’ heightened demand 
for meat.

Tirey also said that Illinois 
pork plants, including the one 
in Monmouth, have stepped 
up their safety protocols, 

including social distancing, 
daily temperature checks 
for employees and requiring 
workers to wear personal 
protective equipment (PPE).

Meanwhile, farms in 
some parts of the country 
have an oversupply of their 
products. The inability to 
bridge the gap between farm-
ers growing produce, milk 
and meat with the growing 
number of needy consumers 
has not been from a lack of 
trying, Guebert said.

Illinois Farm Bureau and 
the Illinois Farm Bureau 
Young Leader Committee 
recently wrapped up a 16-day 
fundraising campaign that 
raised a total of $26,000 for 
eight food banks that serve 
Illinoisans.

County Farm Bureaus in 
six northern Illinois counties 
donated $5,000 worth of 
milk – nearly 2,000 gallons 
– to 30 food pantries in those 
counties. 

And the American Farm 
Bureau Federation is work-
ing with the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture to purchase 
products from farmers who 
have lost other markets 
during the pandemic and 
redirect them to food banks.

“It isn’t that the food isn’t 
there,” the Illinois Farm Bu-
reau’s associate director of 
food systems development, 
Raghela Scavuzzo, said. 
“What we are facing is a re-
adjusting of the distribution 
system. That takes time. 
More time than any of us 
would like.”

Guebert said farmers 
would prefer to donate their 
products to those who need 
them rather than dispose of 
them on the farm. But food 
pantries’ capacity to store 
products with short shelf 
lives is limited.

“It’s heartbreaking for 

farmers whenever they’re 
forced to dispose of prod-
ucts,” he said. “Many farmers 
do not know where their in-
come is going to come from 
during this time, but believe 
me, they would rather find 
a home for these products.”

Many food banks are 
based on repackaging bulk 
loads of products into smaller 
amounts to be distributed 
individually. But the volun-
teer base that performs that 
work has largely dried up 
because of social distancing 
guidelines.

Other barriers stand in the 
way of getting meat and dairy 
products from farm to fork.

The facilities that package 
eggs, milk and cheese, for ex-
ample, are set up to distribute 
more than half of those prod-
ucts to food service sectors. 
Eggs are typically delivered 
in either liquid form or in 

15-dozen quantities. Cheese 
might be delivered to a piz-
zeria in 10-pound bags, not 
the 8-ounce bags a shopper 
would buy at the grocery 
store.

And large amounts of 
milk would ordinarily be 
packaged in half-pint cartons 
for students eating lunch at 
school, not the gallon jugs 
that have been subject to 
rationing at many super-
markets.

“Approximately 60 per-
cent to 65 percent of product 
from farms typically goes 
into the food service industry 
– restaurants, hotels, schools 
and cafeterias,” Scavuzzo 
said. “The way in which these 
businesses purchase food is 
very different than what goes 
into a retail space or what the 
food banks are needing due 
to their labor barriers.”

Some relief is coming to 

farmers struggling from low 
demand, supply chain crises 
and low prices after the fed-
eral government on last week 
announced a COVID-19 
agricultural aid package. 
The USDA will provide $16 
billion in direct payments 
to farmers and ranchers, 
including $9.6 billion for the 
livestock industry.

Producers will be com-
pensated for 85 percent of 
price losses from Jan. 1 
through April 15. Compen-
sation will then decrease to 
30 percent of prices losses 
through the next two quar-
ters.

The USDA says another 
$873 million will go toward 
purchasing agricultural prod-
ucts to be sent to food banks. 
This is on top of $600 million 
of previous COVID-19 relief 
money set to food banks to 
purchase food.

INSURANCE - ALL LINES

815-539-5651
Fax: 815-538-2614

715 Washington St.
P.O. Box 497

Mendota, IL 61342
email: fsi@mtco.com

Brad Piller
Loan Officer

NMLS#477895

706 Washington St.
Mendota, IL 61342

815.539.3834
Fax: 815.539.5426
firststatebank.biz

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

~ New Y App & Rewards Program
~ Youth & Adult Activities
~ FREE Group Exercise Classes
~ Use of Membership at all Y’s

~ Low monthly rates
~ Young Adult Memberships
~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900
1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 

Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

FURAR’S 
BODY SHOP
P.O. Box 272
306 Plaza Drive
Mendota, IL 61342
Phone (815)539-6075

DAVID FURAR, Owner

1300 13th Avenue • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656

www.eurekasavings.com
MEMBER
FDIC

HWY 251 SOUTH • MENDOTA • 815-539-6263

417 US-34 • Mendota  

(815)538-4800
Open May 1

Mon-Sat 8-5 and Sun 11-4.

Garden Center  
& Custom  

Landscape Design

1102 Meriden St., Mendota •  815-539-9341

815-539-3828
866-539-3828

Mendota • www.tripleserviceinc.com • IL Lic. #055-041123

BUSINESS CARD 
BULLETIN BOARD

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St
Mendota

2nd & 4th Saturdays are 
for Community Group 

Fundraisers

www.MendotaMutual.com

See our 
webpage for 
a list of our 

agents in 
your area!

STEPHENITCH
HARDWARE

1200 13th Ave., Mendota 
815-539-9394

Family owned & operated since 1893.
2112 W. Main St. • Mendota • 815-539-8500
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Gary 
says,
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Peace of mind for your
piece of heaven.

not only provides Hail Coverage,
but also damage from wind.

Riley Klein

You can’t trust the weather,
but you can trust us.

Our Family Protecting Your Family For 50 Years

03292019

LaSalle & Lee County Soil And Water 
Conservation District And The Businesses

On This Page Encourage Everyone To Observe

SOIL & WATER 
STEWARDSHIP WEEK

“THE LIVING SOIL” 
     While most of us seldom come in daily contact with soil, we all depend on soil for our daily survival, according to organizers of the Soil and Water Stewardship Week 
observance. In generation after generation, it is important to bring full attention back to the central theme - the living soil sustains all life on earth. Without the soil, nothing 
lives. Conservation districts work to protect healthy soils that in turn support a healthy environment, and healthy environments support healthy life.
     Modern farmers who practice soil conservation are doing their part to keep the living soil alive. Lessons from the past, such as the catastrophic “Dust Bowl” of the 1930s, 
have shown what can happen when the topsoil is not protected from the wind and water erosion. Today, private 
land managers employ a host of conservation practices, such as no-till, to protect the topsoil that feeds the nation.
     Soil health becomes more important when you learn that millions of beneficial organisms are going through 
their daily routine of eating, breathing, living, and dying in the soil. One cup of fertile soil may contain as many 
bacteria as there are people on Earth. In one acre - an area about the size as a football field - there may be a ton or 
more of microscopic bacteria. That’s equal to the weight of two full-grown cows.
     We eat the food, drink water, breathe the air, and enjoy the views, but only a few of us walk the fields and forests 
on a regular basis and understand what those lands need from us in order to sustain the living soil. However, the 
local district has suggested three things each of us can do in our own backyards to be better stewards of our soil 
resources:

1. Protect the soil from wind or water erosion by keeping healthy plants growing on the surface.
2. Restore & maintain organic matter in the soil, such as grass clippings or tree leaves (compost).
3. Protect soil life by using the least amounts and least toxic materials to control pest problems.

706 Washington Street
Mendota, IL 

815.538.2265
firststatebank.biz

“The more 
than one company 
agency”

With locations in:
Mendota • 539-5651
Earlville • 246-8261
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Rt. 52 N. Sublette, IL, 
Ph. 815-849-5232 • or 1-800-227-5203 

After 6, 849-5251
www.vaessenbrothers.com

203 N 4099th Rd
Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-9325

N L Morton 
Buildings 
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     Modern farmers who practice soil conservation are doing their part to keep the living soil alive. Lessons from the past, such as the catastrophic “Dust Bowl” of the 1930s, 
have shown what can happen when the topsoil is not protected from the wind and water erosion. Today, private 
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     Soil health becomes more important when you learn that millions of beneficial organisms are going through 
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bacteria as there are people on Earth. In one acre - an area about the size as a football field - there may be a ton or 
more of microscopic bacteria. That’s equal to the weight of two full-grown cows.
     We eat the food, drink water, breathe the air, and enjoy the views, but only a few of us walk the fields and forests 
on a regular basis and understand what those lands need from us in order to sustain the living soil. However, the 
local district has suggested three things each of us can do in our own backyards to be better stewards of our soil 
resources:

1. Protect the soil from wind or water erosion by keeping healthy plants growing on the surface.
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April 26 - May 3, 2020

Route 251 South of Mendota
(815) 539-6724
1-800-541-4814

“THE LIVING SOIL”
While most of us seldom come in daily contact with soil, we all depend on soil for our daily survival, according to organizers of the Soil and Water Stewardship Week 
observance. In generation after generation, it is important to bring full attention back to the central theme - the living soil sustains all life on earth. Without the soil, 
nothing lives. Conservation districts work to protect healthy soils that in turn support a healthy environment, and healthy environments support healthy life.
We eat the food, drink water, breathe the air, and enjoy the views, but only a few of us walk the fields and forests on a regular basis and understand what those lands need 
from us in order to sustain the living soil. However, the local district has suggested three things each of us can do in our own backyards to be better stewards of our soil 
resources:
1. Protect the soil from wind or water erosion by keeping healthy plants growing on the surface.
2. Restore & maintain organic matter in the soil, such as grass clippings or tree leaves (compost).
3. Protect soil life by using the least amounts and least toxic materials to control pest problems.

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341

Open 7 days a week

VISIT US ONLINE @ PERUMUTUAL.COM

Frank McConville
McConville Insurance Agency

Mendota & Tonica, IL 
815-539-9714
815-442-3116

Bart Hartauer
Hartauer Insurance Agency

LaSalle, IL 
815-223-1795

02262020

Rock Falls, IL 815-626-6086
Dixon, IL 815-285-1300

01
22

20
20

Bring you
r

home to life.

www.mazelumber.com

Water Street, Peru • 815-223-1742

Stop in and see Patty & 
Nicole today!

CHAMPAIGN — The 
soybean cyst nematode sucks 
the nutrients out of soybean 
roots, causing more than 
$1 billion in soybean yield 
losses in the U.S. each year. 
A new study finds that one 
type of fungi can cut the 
nematodes’ reproductive 
success by more than half.

The researchers report 
their findings in the journal 
Plant Disease.

“Soybean cyst nematodes 
survive in the soil as eggs in 
cysts,” said Glen Hartman, 
a researcher for the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s 
Agricultural Research Ser-
vice in the department of crop 
sciences at the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Cham-
paign. Hartman led the study 
with postdoctoral researcher 
Michelle Pawlowski. “The 
eggs hatch at the start of 
the growing season, and 
the juveniles penetrate root 
tissue and migrate into the 
plant’s vascular system. The 
females find a feeding site 
and stay there for the rest of 
their lives. They take nutri-
ents away from the soybean 
plant, which reduces plant 
productivity.”

Previous studies have 
found that fungi in the soil 
that form mutually beneficial 
relationships with soybeans 
and other plants can influence 
the success of plant para-
sitic nematodes, including 
SCN. But the effectiveness 
of using these “arbuscular 
mycorrhizal fungi” to thwart 
plant parasitic fungi varies 
from study to study, making 
growers reluctant to embrace 
this as a method of control, 
Hartman said.

“In this study, we focused 
on five different species of 
arbuscular mycorrhizal fungi 
to see if they differed in their 
ability to protect soybeans 
against SCN,” Pawlowski 
said.

Fungus application thwarts 
major soybean pest, study finds

The soybean cyst nematode is a major pathogen of soy-
beans. A juvenile nematode is pictured here with an egg. 
(Photo by USDA-ARS)

The researchers inocu-
lated young soybean plants 
with fungi and SCN in 
greenhouse experiments. 
By the end of the experi-
ment, all five fungal species 
had reduced the number 
of SCN cysts in the roots. 
The lowest number of 
cysts occurred on plants 
inoculated with the fungus 
Funneliformis mosseae. 
These averaged 10 cysts per 
plant. Soybean plants that 
were not inoculated with 
fungi accumulated 75 or 
more cysts per plant.

“Each cyst may contain 
hundreds of nematode eggs,” 
Hartman said.

Further experiments with 
F. mosseae revealed that 
exposure to the fungus re-
duced the number of juvenile 
nematodes on the plants by 
more than half.

“We found that as early as 
seven days after inoculation, 

roots that were inoculated 
with F. mosseae were col-
onized with significantly 
fewer nematode juveniles,” 
Pawlowski said.

“To see if this interaction 
and suppression might occur 
even earlier, we incubated 
SCN eggs in sterile water 
alone, with fungal spores or 
with exudates of the fungal 
spores. These exudates are 
microbes and molecules 
secreted by the spores,” she 
said.

This experiment revealed 
that the fungal spores and 
their exudates undermine 
nematode egg hatching, she 
said.

“If we can find out what 
function or compound from 
the fungi is suppressing 
egg hatching, that could 
potentially be a useful ne-
maticide,” Pawlowski said.

The USDA-ARS supports 
this research.

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Agricultural 
Research Service (ARS) scientists and their 
colleagues have discovered a gene that can 
be used to develop varieties of wheat that 
will be more resistant to Fusarium Head 
Blight (FHB), a disease that is a major threat 
both overseas and to the nation’s $10 billion 
annual wheat crop.

A paper reporting the discovery and the 
cloning of the gene, known as Fhb7, was 
published in the journal Science. The study 
was led by scientists at the Shandong Agri-
cultural University in Shandong, China and 
co-authors include ARS researchers Guihua 
Bai and Lanfei Zhao in Manhattan, Kansas, 
and Steven Xu in Fargo, North Dakota.

The discovery is a major advance in ad-
dressing a significant threat to the world’s 
wheat supply. FHB, also known as “scab,” 
is caused by a fungal pathogen,  Fusarium 
graminearum, and results in significant losses 
in the United States, China, Canada, Europe, 
and many other countries. It also attacks 
barley and oats. When the pathogen grows 
unchecked in infected grains, it releases my-
cotoxins that can induce vomiting in humans, 
as well as weight loss in livestock when they 
refuse to eat the grains. The prevalence and 
severity of FHB outbreaks also could po-
tentially be exacerbated by climate change 
and varying weather conditions, and by an 
increasing trend toward more corn produc-

tion and no-till farming, which both may be 
increasing the prevalence of the pathogen in 
fields. Growers often must use fungicides to 
reduce FHB damage.

The researchers found that the gene ef-
fectively reduces FHB by detoxifying the 
mycotoxins secreted by the pathogen. The 
gene also confers resistance to crown rot, a 
wheat disease caused by a related pathogen.

The researchers originally identified the 
gene in  Thinopyrum wheatgrass, a wild 
relative of wheat that has been previously 
used to develop varieties of wheat with 
beneficial traits, such as rust resistance and 
drought tolerance. They cloned the gene and 
introduced it into seven wheat cultivars with 
different genetic profiles to study its effects 
on plants grown under field conditions. The 
results showed that the gene not only con-
ferred resistance to scab in the new plants, 
but it also had no negative effects on yield 
or other significant traits.

The study sheds new light on the molecular 
mechanisms that can make wheat, as well 
as barley and oats, resistant to the pathogen 
that causes FHB. New varieties of wheat 
with better FHB resistance using  Fhb7are 
expected to be available in a few years, the 
researchers say.

This research supports the climate adap-
tation components of the USDA’s Science 
Blueprint.

A healthy wheat line, right, and a wheat line infected with “scab,” or Fusarium head 
blight, left.

New tool found to combat 
Fusarium Head Blight in wheat
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is the permanent, clog-free gutter solution!*
*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

PLUS75%OFF
✝

WITH FREE
IN-HOME
ESTIMATE!****

RECEIVE A $100
RESTAURAARANNNTTT...CCCOOOMMMGGGIIIFFFTTT CCCAAARRRDDDLABOR

(815) 673-7216
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!S
• THE ONLY ONE-PIECE

SEAMLESS DEBRIS SHEDDING
GUTTER SYSTEM

• MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY
FOR YOUR HOME

• SCRATCHGUARD® PAINT FINISH
• LIFETIME NO-CLOG

WARRANTY
†Does not include cost of material. Expires 4/30/20. **All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home 
product consultation will receive a$100 gift certificate. Visit https://www.restaurant.com/about/terms for complete terms and 
conditions and https://www.restaurant.comfor participating restaurants. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard 
Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures,  sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for 
homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with alife partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete 
presentation together. Participants must have aphoto ID,be ableto understand English, and be legally able to enter into acontract. 
The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate 
family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former 
Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company maysubstitute agift of equal or 
greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first classUnited States Mail within 10 days of 
receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer is subject to change 
without notice prior to reservation. Expires 4/30/20. 

ean your gutters for free

We are grateful for those who have our back in this 
important time.  The list is long, but we want to 
thank our first responders and front-line workers.

WE ARE IN THIS 
TOGETHER

Support your local newspaper.
Subscribe in print or online.

Especially in critical times, newspapers have your back.  
COVID-19 is a national story that is impacting you at home and at work. 
Your local newspaper is keeping you informed with current events in  
your neighborhood and is bringing communities together in these 
challenging times.    

From the actions your local government is taking,  to  lists of local stores 
that are delivering and tips on what to do while you’re at home, your  
local newspaper is committed to bringing you the news you need, 
when you need it.  

America’s Newspapers is a national association supporting journalism and healthy newspapers in our local 
communities.  Find out more at www.newspapers.org or follow us on Twitter @newspapersorg or on 

Facebook @americasnewspapers.

AL’S LAWN 
SERVICE

815-910-6321
Commercial
Residential

Yard Maintenance
Mowing • Trimming

Fully Insured

04112016

CROSS
BODY
SHOP

QUALITY REPAIR WORK
SINCE 1948

1213 Meriden St., Mendota, IL

539-7010
815-539-5142

northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com
Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N

RE-OPENING MAY 1!
Please call ahead for nail trims.

One person in the shop at a time.

918 Main St, Ste 2
Mendota, IL
815-538-2550

04272020

A great big thank you 
to the Mendota Police De-
partment and everyone who 
drove by on April 21 to make 
my 90th birthday so special. 
Bless you all.

Betty Durham

CARDS OF
THANKS

BARKMAN – Mr. and 
Mrs. Travis Barkman (Gabri-
elle Bradford) of Mendota, 
girl, April 24, 2020, at Illinois 
Valley Community Hospital 
in Peru.

KAUFMAN – Mr. and 
Mrs. Brent Kaufman (Mikal 
Gahan) of Mendota, girl, 
April 24, 2020, at Illinois 
Valley Community Hospital 
in Peru.

BLESSED
EVENTS

POLICE
BLOTTER By PETER HANCOCK

Capitol News Illinois
SPRINGFIELD – The Illi-

nois Department of Employ-
ment Security said last week 
that 4.4 million Americans 
filed first-time unemployment 
claims during the week that 
ended April 18, including 
102,936 workers in Illinois.

According to the U.S. De-
partment of Labor, 520,227 
workers in Illinois, or 8.2 
percent of the state’s civilian 
labor force, drew unem-
ployment benefits during 
the week.

That news came during 
the fifth week of a statewide 
stay-at-home order that Gov. 
JB Pritzker issued to control 
the spread of COVID-19, an 
order that forced nonessen-
tial businesses such as bars, 
restaurants and many retail 
outlets to close.

That order had been 
scheduled to expire on April 
30, but Pritzker announced 
April 23 that a modified 
stay-at-home order allowing 
some businesses to reopen 
will remain in place through 
Saturday, May 30.

Under the modified order, 
which takes effect May 1, 
hospitals will be allowed to 
resume surgeries that have 
been delayed and elective pro-
cedures on patients who test 
negative for COVID-19. The 
health care industry has seen 
a sharp rise in unemployment 
during the pandemic as hos-
pitals and outpatient clinics 
have been forced to cancel 

Another 102K Illinoisans file first-time jobless claims
or delay elective procedures, 
which are a major source of 
their revenue.

Essential businesses and 
manufacturers will come 
under new guidelines as 
well, such as requirements 
to provide face-coverings 
to all employees who aren’t 
able to maintain a six-foot 
social distance, occupancy 
limits and precautions such 
as staggering shifts and op-
erating only essential lines 
for manufacturers.

Also, garden centers and 
nurseries will be considered 
essential businesses and 
can reopen, although they 
will have to follow social 
distancing requirements and 
they must require employees 
and customers to wear face 
coverings. Animal grooming 
services will also be allowed 
to reopen.

Nonessential retail stores 
will be allowed to reopen to 
fulfill telephone and online 
orders for pick-up outside the 
store or for delivery.

Golf courses will also be al-
lowed to reopen, although they 
will be required to establish 
social distancing requirements 
under state guidance. State 
parks will reopen in phases, 
although boating and fishing 
will be limited to groups of no 
more than two.

It wasn’t immediately 
clear how significant an im-
pact the revised stay-at-home 
order will have on the state’s 
overall unemployment rate. 
The Department of Labor 

will report official unem-
ployment figures for April 
in mid-May.

The changes announced 
by Pritzker represent many 
of the changes that Re-
publicans in the General 
Assembly have been urging 
him to make in recent days. 
Some Republicans, however, 
wanted even further easing of 
restrictions, such as allowing 
small, independent retailers, 
barber shops and hair salons 
to reopen as long as they 
follow health guidelines and 
limit the number of people in 
the store at one time.

Some have argued that 
the restrictions have been 
unfair to small, independent 
retailers because, for exam-
ple, shoe stores are consid-
ered nonessential businesses 
while big-box retailers like 
Walmart and Target, which 
also sell shoes, have been 
allowed to remain open.

P r i t zke r,  howeve r, 
said that without the so-
cial distancing measures, 
COVID-19 would have 
spread much faster, causing 

many more deaths and over-
whelming the state’s hospital 
capacity. He also said that 
while hospitalizations and 
deaths have begun to decline, 
there are still enough infected 
people in the state to cause a 
second wave of the disease 
if the restrictions were re-
moved entirely.

Pritzker also said that he 
had listened to other elected 
officials from both parties 
as well as Illinois business 
leaders and medical experts 
from throughout the world.

“My intention, as always, 
is to put your health and 
safety first as we make some 
practical adjustments based 
on what we’ve learned in the 
first five weeks of the stay-at-
home order,” he said.

House Minority Leader 
Jim Durkin called the mod-
ified order a “first step” in 
moving the state forward.

Durkin said, “While I am 
pleased with today’s actions, 
we must do more to restore 
economic vitality of the state 
while maintaining the health 
and safety of our citizens.”

NO VALID
DRIVER’S LICENSE
Heather A. Ventura, 45, 

of 701 ½ Jefferson St., Men-
dota, was charged with no 
valid driver’s license after 
police officers investigated 
a disabled vehicle near the 
intersection of Main and 
Chicago streets at 5:18 p.m. 
April 15. The subject was re-
leased with a LaSalle County 
court date.

WARRANT ARREST
Ryan McSherry, 22, of 

LaSalle, was arrested at 4:48 
p.m. April 23 on a Bureau 
County failure to appear 
traffic offense warrant. The 
subject posted bond and 
was released with a Bureau 
County court date.

MOTORIST CITED
Elier A. Valdiviezo, 27, of 

Sandwich, was charged with 
driving while revoked and 
operating an uninsured vehi-
cle after a traffic stop at East 
12th Street and First Avenue 
at 11:31 p.m. April 27. The 
subject was released with a 
LaSalle County court date.

MENDOTA – All dumpsters needing to be placed on 
Mendota city streets are required to be cleared with Carl 
Ambler, superintendent of streets. Please call 815-539-7287 
for approval before placing dumpsters on city streets.

Permission needed to
put dumpster on street

Announce
your new
arrival in

The Reporter!
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Kishwaukee College Foundation welcomes new foundation coordinator 
MALTA - Tricia Myers of Syc-

amore recently accepted a position 
as foundation coordinator with the 
Kishwaukee College Foundation. 

As part of her role, Myers will 
help to advance the Foundation’s 
mission, manage scholarships and 
assist with event planning and donor 
relations. 

Myers has worked for Angie’s 
List and USA Track & Field, Inc. 
and most recently held the position 
of development assistant at the Kish-
waukee Family YMCA. 

“We are excited to have Tricia 
as our new foundation coordinator. 
In her short two months with the 
Foundation, she has proven herself 
to be a tremendous asset,” says Kayte 
Hamel, executive director of the Kish 

Foundation. 
Recently, 

Myers helped 
to organize 
and launch 
t h e  n e w 
C O V I D - 1 9 
Student Re-
lief Fund that 
wi l l  ass is t 

Kish students who are facing finan-
cial hardships due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Myers earned a bachelor’s degree 
in psychology from the University 
of Notre Dame and was a member 
of the track and field team. She cur-
rently serves on USA Track & Field’s 
(USATF) Board of Directors as the 
elected youth representative and is 

the organization’s elected national 
chair of the USATF youth athletics 
division. 

“I hope to continue to bring more 
awareness to the Foundation and its 
great work,” Myers commented. 
“Improving operations, customer 
service and fundraising will be on-go-
ing efforts to create more visibility 
and enhance the development for 
students, programs, facilities and the 
Kishwaukee College community.” 

In this role, Myers will provide 
vital support to help progress long 
term Foundation projects. 

“The Foundation and Kish Col-
lege provide significant opportunities 
for the community. I like being able 
to make an impact in people’s lives 
through development initiatives and 

projects,” she said. 
The Kishwaukee College Foun-

dation is the philanthropic branch of 
the College and plays an integral role 
in supporting the College’s mission 
to improve lives through quality, 
affordable education. Through the 
gifts of donors, contributions are 
used to ensure community members, 
regardless of circumstances, have 
access to educational opportunities.

“Tricia is exactly what we needed 
in the Foundation. Her professional 
background and knowledge of our 
communities will greatly benefit the 
Foundation and help us achieve our 
goals,” Hamel added.

For more information on the 
Kishwaukee College Foundation, 
visit www.kish.edu/foundation.  

Master Naturalist’s Corner – Backyard Birding

Despite a few snow showers 
here and there, spring has 
sprung in Illinois! Even 

though we are all at home for the time 
being, there are still bountiful signs of 
spring in our own backyards, neigh-
borhoods, and in the skies above. Here 
are some tips to help get you started on 
your journey to backyard birdwatching.

What do I need to start? Don’t 
worry, you will not have to buy out the 
whole store to enjoy the past time of 
bird watching. You will need to have 
just a few basics, most of which you 
might already have on hand. 

Habitat: All living things have hab-
itat needs such as water, shelter, food, 
and space. You can easily provide a 
bowl of water or a bird bath if you do 
not have a river or creek nearby. Shelter 
can be provided by shrubs, trees, grass-
es, birdhouses and house eaves. Food 
can be the natural sources of berries, 
seeds and insects, or you can provide 
food by using bird feeders. Space can 
be found anywhere such as backyards, 
neighborhoods, local parks or natural 
areas, and the blue skies above. 

How do I find the birds? You don’t 
have to plan expensive trips across the 
world to enjoy bird watching.  Providing 
the basic needs for our feathered friends 
including water and the appropriate 
bird feeders will have them flocking to 
your backyard in no time. Follow the 
tips below to attract hummingbirds, 
orioles and more.

Hummingbirds - Hummingbirds 
seek out nectar from flowers. You can 
plant a native garden with flowers to 
attract hummingbirds, or you can set 
out feeders with a nectar solution you 
can make right at home (4 parts of 
hot water to 1 part of sugar-cool and 
fill feeders-NO RED DYE. Clean and 
change regularly).

Baltimore Orioles - Baltimore 
orioles are fruit loving birds and will 
dine on sliced oranges or even grape 
jelly put out in containers or hanging 
from branches. You can also purchase 
feeders specifically made for orioles 
with places to hang oranges and place 
a bowl of jelly.

Other Songbirds - The below list 
indicates what types of feed will attract 

specific birds to your backyard: 
Finches: niger seed
Eastern Bluebirds: mealworms
Cardinals: black oil sunflower seed
Chickadees, juncos, finches, spar-

rows and more: wild bird seed mixes 
Nuthatches and woodpeckers: Suet 

cakes of nuts, seeds, fruit, and protein
Preparing for Birdwatching: 

Although you can certainly enjoy bird-
watching without them, I highly suggest 
buying a pair of binoculars (start with 
8x to 10x) which will help you to see 
details of the birds visiting your yard. It 
is also helpful to have an identification 
field guide to help explore the various 
species of birds in your area. There are 
a plethora of field guides available for 
all levels of bird watchers, just be sure 
to purchase one that makes sense for 
our area of the country.

Online websites such as Cornell 
University Lab of Ornithology (https://
www.birds.cornell.edu/home/) and the 
National Audubon (https://www.audu-
bon.org/birds) are excellent platforms 
to discover habitat, migration, nesting, 
calls, and song information about bird 
species from all over the world. 

Remember to practice patience 
when bird watching. Birds will come 
and go at different times of the day 
and at different times of the year. It’s 
helpful to start a birding journal noting 
the species, date and weather when it 
was observed. Most of all, remember to 
have fun! Birdwatching can be a very 
relaxing past time and a way to connect 
with nature from inside your own home.

Do you have questions related to 
nature and Illinois’ natural resources? 
You can e-mail meo@illinois.edu 
with “Nature Question” in the subject 
line, or call the University of Illinois 
County Extension Main Office at (815) 
224-0889. Please note that due to the 
COVID-19 epidemic, offices are closed 
until further notice.

SOCIAL SCENE

OUTSTANDING STUDENTS

ANNIVERSARIES

Henkels to celebrate 
50th anniversary

MENDOTA – Ron and Linda (Galloway) Henkel of 
Mendota will mark their 50th wedding anniversary on May 
2, 2020.

The couple was married on May 2, 1970 at Holy Cross 
Church in Mendota.

They are parents of three children, Eric (Alison), Brian 
(Michelle) and Adam. They also have five grandchildren, 
Chloe, Luke, Lauren, Kate and Claire.

The Henkel’s celebrated with a trip to Hawaii last year 
and plan to have dinner with family when possible.

Hummingbird

Holy Cross 3rd Quarter Honor Roll 
MENDOTA - Holy Cross 

School in Mendota has an-
nounced their 3rd Quarter 
honor rolls for the 2019-20 
school year.

8th High Honor Roll
Maddy Dalton-4.0, Lin-

nea Escatel, Isabella Hagen-
buch, Macy Hartt, Kaelyn 
Schwemlein, Ryleigh Sond-
geroth, Ryan Stevenson, 
Marly Tillman.

8th Honor Roll
Owen Aughenbaugh, 

Mason Koch, Cruz Orozco, 
Haden Shakespeare.

7th High Honor Roll
Lily Bokus, Kirby Bond, 

Alondra Delao, Ava Eddy, 
Bailey Engels, Cassie Gon-
zalez, Lauren Holland, 
Ella Martin, Korinne Miars, 

Izzy Rosales, Grace Royer, 
Kenley Wilson.

7th Honor Roll
Garrett Connelly, Libby 

Huffaker.
6th High Honor Roll
Maren Atherton, Alex 

Beetz, Laylie Denault, Dane 
Doyle, Mae Hagenbuch, 
Alex Holland, Grady Jones, 
Ella Lewis, Peri Manning, 
Kooper Novak, Lily Soli-
man, Ryan Soliman, Aden 
Tillman.

6th Honor Roll
Addy Allensworth, Anna 

Cyrocki, Brody Hartt, Joe 
Stewart.

5th High Honor Roll
Emily Diaz, Emma Huf-

faker, Elaina Koch, Abbie 
Kreiser, Kara Miars, Lex 

Tillman, James Whitmore.
5th Honor Roll
None

B.U.G. Roll
Kindergarten
Kinsley Cassidy, Carissa 

Doll, Addison Mathesius, 
Juliana Ortiz, Ellyn Schmidt.

1st Grade
Samantha Escatel, Henry 

Happ, Nolan Henkel, Paul 
Hochstatter, Marley Pelka, 
Ally Tillman, Jaxson Zim-
merlein.

3rd Grade
Will Aughenbaugh, Eva 

Beetz, Cal Doyle, Quinn 
Eddy, Cathi Moench, Yulis-
sia Quintana, Alena Ramirez.

4th Grade
Komen Denault, Corbin 

Doll.

Blood drive tops goal
PRINCETON - A blood drive held at the Princeton 

Public Library on April 21 far surpassed its goal.
A total of 36 individuals attended the successful blood 

drive, conducted by the Mississippi Valley Regional 
Blood Center. There were 35 units of blood collected 
(1 was deferred), far surpassing the 14-unit goal and 
making it the best blood drive held there. 

Donors came from a wide area including Princeton, 
Wyanet, Arlington, Buda, LaMoille, Galesburg, Putnam 
and Walnut. Of the 35 units collected, 18 were first time 
donors. Organizers expressed their appreciation to ev-
eryone who donated blood in this time of need.

Although the blood drive was held at the Princeton 
Public Library, the facility will be closed through the 
month of May to follow the governor’s orders for safety.

Sublette Farm Toy Show awards scholarships
SUBLETTE – The scholarship winners 

from the Sublette Farm Toy & Antique Tractor 
Show have been determined.

The recipients are: Alison Schlesinger of 
Mendota, Mendota FFA scholarship given 
in memory of Dan Tastad; Margaret Vaessen 

of Sublette, Amboy FFA scholarship; Ashley 
Althaus of Sublette, Sub-Let Indians 4-H 
scholarship; and Ashleigh Collins of Earlville, 
Max Armstrong scholarship.

All four recipients are planning to major 
in agriculture in college.

Kish EMT and paramedic program to relaunch this fall
MALTA - Kishwaukee College’s emergency 

medical services (EMS) program, which in-
cludes emergency medical technician (EMT) and 
paramedic training, is relaunching this fall. The 

program is made 
available through 
coordination with 
N o r t h w e s t e r n 
Medicine Kish-
waukee Hospital 
EMS System. It is 

accredited through the Committee on Accreditation 
of Educational Programs (CAAHEP). 

No application is required for entry into the 
EMT program. Applications for the paramedic 
program are accepted now through May 8 at 4 p.m. 

EMTs and paramedics respond to emergency 
situations, perform various medical services and 
assist with transportation of patients to medical 
facilities. Training can help prepare someone to 
work in ambulance services, emergency rooms, 
urgent care facilities, fire departments, law en-
forcement or other rescue services. 

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reports the 
median annual wage for EMTs and paramedics as 
$35,400 in May 2019.

Kish’s EMT certificate program takes one 
semester to complete and prepares students for 
certification as an EMT. Students are trained in 
many critical skills such as CPR, giving patients 
oxygen and administering glucose to diabetics. 
EMTs can perform many medical services which 

do not require breaking skin such as starting an 
intravenous line or administering injections. No 
application for EMT training is required. 

Both a degree and certificate option are available 
for paramedic at the college. Coursework includes 
anatomy and physiology, cardiology, medications, 
medical procedures and more. Certified paramedics 
can administer medications, provide advanced 
airway management, resuscitate patients and 
support patients with significant problems such 
as heart attacks or trauma. The next paramedic 
cohort begins fall 2020. Applications are being 
accepted now through May 8. 

For more information on the emergency med-
ical services program at Kish, please visit www.
kish.edu/ems. 

Registration open for NIU online Theatre Summer Camps for middle & high school students
DEKALB - Northern Illinois University 

is offering a new and exciting online summer 
camp experience for middle school and high 
school students who enjoy theatre arts.

For more than 30 years, NIU has offered 
fine arts residential summer camps. This 
summer, Online Theatre Arts campers will 
work with NIU faculty and camp staff from 
the safety of home, meeting like-minded 
campers from near and far, and experiencing 
their art as never before.

Camp Director and Assistant Professor 
of Theatre in the NIU School of Theatre 
and Dance, Kendra Holton and her staff 
have crafted a full schedule of fun theatre 
classes and workshops, including online 
rehearsals and a Friday evening online video 
performance.

Camp activities will include favorites 
from past camps transformed for an online 
experience, including Show Rehearsals, 
Acting Scenes, Theatre Workshops, Mov-

ie Night, Dance Party/Game 
Night, Camper Talent Show 
and more! Camp content will be 
delivered via Zoom, an online 
video-conferencing platform. 
Online campers will experi-
ence all camp activities from 
a movement-friendly space in 
their own homes.

NIU Online Theatre Arts Camp Junior 
(grades 6-9) is scheduled for July 12-17 and 

NIU Online Theatre Arts Camp 
Senior (grades 9-12) is scheduled 
for July 19-24.

Early registration is advised. 
To learn more, call Summer in 
the Arts at Northern at (815) 
753-1450. 

Find online registration, camp 
schedules and more information 

at http://go.niu.edu/theatrejunior and http://
go.niu.edu/theatresenior.

Franklin Creek 
opening some 
hiking trails

FRANKLIN GROVE - 
The state recently announced 
plans to slowly reopen IDNR 
owned properties on May 1. 
Although Franklin Creek 
is not on the list, they have 
decided to keep the property 
they own open to the public, 
as long as social distancing 
is practiced. 

Franklin Creek Conserva-
tion Association owns about 
80 acres adjacent to Franklin 
Grove known as the Head-
waters. Anyone interested in 
visiting this site, please visit 
their website (https://www.
franklincreekconservation.
org/) for directions and a map 
of established trails. 

Also posted on the web-
site is a scavenger hunt for 
kids that can be used at the 
Headwaters (or any open 
park).

FCCA has cancel several 
events to protect and care for 
the community, volunteers 
and staff. They include:

May 15-Woodland Scav-
enger Hunt

May 27-Wildflower 
Wednesday

All May Stewardship 
workdays

Sept. 27-Chautauqua
FCCA is working on 

ways to continue to provide 
programs and activities 
for the public in keeping 
with CDC guidelines. For 
updates on event closures 
and postponements, follow 
them on Facebook or visit 
the website. 

The Franklin Creek Grist 
Mill will re-open when the 
state has re-opened Franklin 
Creek State Natural Area to 
the public within normal 
seasonal hours. 

FCCA will continue to 
monitor the COVID-19 sit-
uation and follow guidance 
from public health officials 
and government agencies. 

Myers
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KIDS’ FUN PAGE

NEWSPAPERS IN EDUCATION SPONSORS
$1 off 

Any McCafe Drink
Including Medium 

Milk Shakes and Hot 
Chocolate.

(excludes drip coffee 
and hot tea)

Valid only at participating U.S. McDonald’s. Prices may vary. Not valid with any other offer, discount, coupon or combo meal. 
Cash value 1/20 of 1 cent. Limit one coupon per person per visit. Tax may apply. Price of required purchase posted on menu 
board. Coupon may not be transferred, auctioned, sold or duplicated in any way or transmitted via electronic media. Valid 
when product served. May not be valid for custom orders. Void where prohibited. ©2016 McDonald’s. Expires 4/30/20.

2701 12th St and 
1503 13th Ave

Mendota
Locally Owned & Operated 

by Paul & Mary BreznayMain Office
706 Washington St.
Mendota, IL 61342

815.538.2265

Plaza North
1403 13th Ave.

Mendota, IL 61342
815.538.2265

Mendota ATM
800 Illinois Avenue
Mendota, IL 61342

www.firststatebank.biz

SETCHELL 
AGENCY

618 6th St. • Mendota
815-539-9311

The Newspapers In Education (NIE) program 
is designed as an educational tool to enhance 
our local students’ understanding of the 
world around them. The Mendota Reporter 
wishes to recognize these 2019-20 sponsors 
and their commitment to education!

Your Full Service, Member 
Owned Financial Institution
Membership Open to the Community

www.financialplus.org 
Mendota • Peru • Ottawa

Morris • Diamond

703 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

815-539-9396
 www.mendotareporter.com

HELP WANTED FULL AND PART TIME. EOE.
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SPORTS

BLOOMINGTON – The 
Illinois High School As-
sociation (IHSA) Board 
of Directors met for their 
April meeting via a video 
conference call on Tuesday, 
April 21, where the Board 
of Directors announced its 
decision to cancel all IHSA 
spring state tournaments. The 
decision to cancel the spring 
state tournaments comes in 
conjunction with Friday’s 
(April 17) announcement 
by Governor Pritzker and 
the Illinois State Board of 
Education that all Illinois 
high schools will complete 
the 2019-20 school term from 
home via e-learning.

“We support the decision 
by Governor Pritzker and the 
Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion, and given the logistics, 
we simply felt we could not 
conduct state tournaments 
that meet the expectations 
of our member schools this 
spring,” said IHSA Execu-
tive Director Craig Ander-
son. “As disappointing as 
it may be for students, it is 
the right decision for their 
health and safety, as well 
as for the health and safety 
of the general public, as we 
cope with this unprecedented 
pandemic.”

The IHSA offers state 
tournaments in the following 
sports and activities in the 

High school spring sports state tournaments 
canceled; summer contact days on hiatus

spring: Girls Badminton, 
Boys Gymnastics, Bass 
Fishing, Boys & Girls Track 
& Field, Boys & Girls Water 
Polo, Girls Soccer, Boys Ten-
nis, Boys & Girls Lacrosse, 
Boys Volleyball, Baseball, 
and Softball.

The Board also deter-
mined that summer contact 
days are suspended for this 
year, unless state government 
and medical leaders indicate 
such gatherings are safe.  At 
that time, the Board indicated 
a willingness to reconsider 
how summer contact might 
be conducted and whether 
opportunities for schools to 
conduct some kind of spring 
athletic events might occur.

“Once it is determined 
safe to return, we will pro-
vide a detailed outline to 
our schools on the plan for 
summer contact days and 
possibly some kind of spring 
athletic events,” said Ander-

son. “Including if the number 
of days and dates that coaches 
can meet with athletes has 
been altered.  At this point, 
though, all that is dependent 
upon state government and 
medical leaders giving the 
go ahead for such.

“Our thoughts right now 
are with all the impacted 
students, coaches and com-
munities. Especially the 
seniors,” said Anderson. “It 
will be difficult for them to 
find a silver lining in all of 
this, but we stress that even 
if they don’t get the chance 
to compete again at the high 
school level, they are better 
for having been a part of 
their respective high school 
teams. By participating in 
high school sports and ac-
tivities, they were exposed 
to life lessons in teamwork, 
leadership, and overcoming 
adversity that are difficult 
to replicate elsewhere. The 

latter is applicable now more 
than ever. We hope that we 
can band together and refo-
cus all our efforts on support-
ing the doctors, nurses, first 
responders, and all the other 
essential personnel who are 
putting their health and safety 
on the line each day to keep 
us safe.”

The IHSA will continue 
to communicate with and 
monitor briefings from state 
officials, and based on those 
timelines, provide updates 
to its member schools as it 
relates to potential spring 
participation and summer 
contact days. 

“The possibility of play-
ing a spring sport game this 
summer is about closure,” 
said Anderson. “If we are 
able to offer this opportunity, 
no student-athlete would be 
restricted by having already 
practiced or competed with 
a non-school team.”

KENOSHA, Wis. – 
The U.S. Track and Field 
and Cross Country Coach-
es Association (USTF-
CCCA) announced their 
selections for the NCAA 
Division III All-Region 
h o n o r -
ees, with 
Carthage 
College’s 
A a r o n 
A u s t i n , 
S a r a h 
Schmidt, 
T y r a n i 
White, and Elizabeth Wil-
lis making the list. Willis 
is a senior from Mendota.

For the men, Austin 
was named all-Midwest 
Region in the shot put. 
The junior owns a mark of 
17.17 meters, a Carthage 
record, which gave him the 
conference title on Feb. 29 
and sets him ninth in the 
country.

On the women’s side, 
Tyrani White was tabbed 

all-region in the long jump 
after setting a career mark in 
the event at the conference 
championships. Her leap 
of 5.66 meters places her 
14th in the country. Sarah 
Schmidt and Elizabeth 
Willis were each named 
all-Midwest Region in both 
the shot put and weight 
throw after their impressive 
indoor seasons. Schmidt 
ranks sixth in the shot put 
with a mark of 14.06 me-
ters and third in the weight 
throw at 19.20 meters, 
while Willis sits in fourth 
in the shot at 14.26 meters 
and second in the weight 
throw with a career-best 
toss of 19.28 meters.

You can keep up with 
Carthage Athletics by 
following us on Face-
book at  facebook.com/
carthageathletics, Twitter 
by following @Carthag-
eSports, and on Instagram 
by following @Carth-
ageAthletics.

E. Willis

Mendota native E. Willis
earns college track honor

Check out the 
“Help Wanted” 

ads in the 
Marketplace of 
The Mendota 
Reporter and 
Money Saver 

every week!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

~ New Y App & Rewards Program

~ Youth & Adult Activities

~ FREE Group Exercise Classes

~ Use of Membership at all Y’s

~ Low monthly rates

~ Young Adult Memberships

~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900
1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 

Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

Auto Body Specialists

Ranch Truck Toppers

Weather Tech dealer

And many other truck 
accessories available!

Marten Portable 
Buildings

325 N. 25th Rd.
Rt. 251 S., Peru
224-1506

YOUR HOME TOWN 
INSURANCE COMPANY.

We offer:
• Equipment Breakdown

• Identity Theft Protection
• Sump Pump Back Up
• Home/Auto Discount

Find a local agent for 
all of your insurance 

needs at  
www.mendotamutual.com

Advertise
Your 

Business
Here

In The
Area 

Business
Spotlight

539-9396

706 W
ashington St. 

M
endota 

815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

Chris Holdenrid
VP, M

ortgage Lending
NM

LS#461073

Brad Piller
Loan Officer

NM
LS#477895

1207 22nd St.
(815)539-9306

Cash  
& Carry

$700
Double It For

$1300

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341

Open 6am-10pm 
 7 days a week

• Bakery
• Deli
• Meats
• Liquor
• Produce
• Floral

Across from 
First State Bank, Mendota

Call 
(815) 539-5651

See 
Jackie Near 

for all your 
Insurance Needs!

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

• Plumbing
• Heating
• Cooling
•Electric

Mendota • 815-539-3828
www.tripleserviceinc.com

IL Lic. #055-041123

AREA 
BUSINESS 

SPOTLIGHT

1300 13th Avenue
Mendota, IL 61342

Telephone: (815) 539-5656
www.eurekasavings.com

Anna ArteagaAnna Arteaga

Buying 
a car 

just got 
easier. 
Find out 
how by 
calling 

NMLS# 461075

Member 
FDIC

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop

708 Jefferson St, Mendota
1st & 3rd Saturdays

1/2 Price
2nd & 4th Saturdays  
Community 

group 
fundraisers

Garden Center  
& Custom  
Landscape 

Design

417 US-34 
Mendota 

(815)538-4800
Open May 1

Mon-Sat 8-5  
and Sun 11-4.

STEPHENITCH

HARDWARE
Your hometown 
Hardware Store 

since 1893!

Owners Gene & John 
Stephenitch have a 
combined 96 years 

in the hardware 
business.

1200 13th Ave., 
Mendota

815-539-9394
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LOCAL AND AREA

Get your hometown news
When you want it...

Where you want it...

• Identical in format to 
paper edition– 
Flip each page with a 
single click!

• Searchable, 
portable, convenient

• News when you 
want it– eEdition is 
available sooner than 
home delivery!

• Back issues available

E-mail acaylor@mendotareporter.com or call 815-539-9396 for your 
password today. You can also register online by visiting our website.

P.O. Box 300, 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342 • www.mendotareporter.com

Now FREE to 
all current 

subscribers!

We’re Spreading The News…

All Over Town!
Pick up your copy of

The Mendota Reporter at any
of these fine locations:

• Bonnell’s General Store,
Sublette

• Casey’s General Store
• Earlville BP

• Beck Oil Co. Truck Stop
• Sublette BP, Sublette

• Beck Oil Co.
• Smooth Smoke & Vape

• Mendota Marathon
• Mendota Food Mart

• Mendota Shell
• Road Ranger, I-39

• Stephenitch
Do It Best Hardware

• Sullivan’s Foods
• CVS Pharmacy

• Subway

703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 
(815) 539-9396

FAX: (815) 539-7862

Once a year, I go to 
the doctor and get a 
check-up. And every 
time, one of the things 
they do is check my 
heart. A good thorough 
exam will reveal if 
there are any problems 
that need to be ad-
dressed before a heart 
condition arises.

I believe we need 
to do the same thing 
with our own hearts. 
Because the truth is, 
everyone’s heart is 
in some condition. 
In fact, we have a 
responsibility to do 
this as Proverbs 4:23 

What’s your heart condition?
tells us, “Above all 
else, guard your heart, 
for everything you do 
flows from it” (NIV). 
Frequent check-ups 
will enable us to iden-
tify and act on those 
issues quickly—both 
physically and spiri-
tually.

We can so easily get 
in the habit of doing 
life, just going through 
the motions,  even 
when doing “Chris-
tian things,” and not 
realize that something 
has crept into our 
heart. Some of those 
things not only affect 

us, but they can hurt or 
hinder others as well. 
The longer an issue, or 
heart condition, is left 
unattended the deeper 
its roots go. Then it 
becomes harder and 
harder to deal with. 
But the good news is, 
we can prevent that 
with God’s help.
Testing and Guard-

ing Your Heart  
In order to properly 

guard your heart, it’s 
important to under-
stand just what that 
means. When I talk 
about the condition 
of your heart,  I’m 
talking about what’s 
inside you…whatever 
it is that makes you do 
what you do. 

For instance, how 
many times have you 
said or done something 
you’re not very proud 
of and thought, I can’t 
believe I did that! 
Well, God allows some 
situations to happen to 
show us what’s in our 
heart. It’s like when I 
get my annual physi-
cal, the doctor checks 
my heart by running 
certain tests. Those 
tests are designed to 
discover if anything is 
wrong or confirm that 
everything is okay. 

In much the same 
way, God tests us to 
show us what’s in our 
heart. He doesn’t do it 
to shame or embarrass 
us. He just wants us to 

see what’s going on so 
we can face our issues, 
deal with them with the 
help of the Holy Spirit, 
and grow stronger in 
Christ.

Our heart ultimately 
governs our behavior. 
So when we say or do 
something that “sur-
prises” us, if we will 
get really honest with 
ourselves (and with 
God) and think about 
it, we will discover the 
root of that action.

God is more inter-
ested in our motives—
the why behind the 
what. Matthew 5:8 
says, “Blessed are the 
pure in heart, for they 
will see God” (NIV). 
He is not looking at our 
outer actions as close-
ly as He is looking at 
what motivates them. 
Because what’s inside 
us is the root of what 
comes out of us. God is 
much more concerned 
that the things we do 
come from a pure, 
Holy Spirit-led heart.

Motives Are 
Like Leaves  

The lesson of the fig 
tree in Matthew chap-
ter 21 gives us a good 
depiction of motives. 
At first, I couldn’t 
understand why Jesus 
would curse a poor 
tree just because it 
only had leaves on it. 
But then I saw that 
He knew whenever a 
fig tree bears leaves, 
it means there is fruit 

under them. Jesus was 
hungry and that fig 
tree was giving the 
wrong message! 

Sometimes, in the 
midst of what we’re 
doing, we need to 
stop and think about 
why we’re doing it. 
Is it to be seen…to 
impress somebody…
for the accolades…or 
is it because we really 
care?  

Get a Check-up  
We need to be sure 

we are doing what we 
do as unto the Lord 
and not for any other 
purpose. People in this 
world are spiritually 
hungry. And as Chris-
tians, it’s not enough 
for us to go around dis-
playing our “leaves,” 
things that make us 
look like believers. 
We must bear “fruit” 
under those leaves. 
What is our fruit? It’s 
love…loving people, 
helping them, giving; 
not only our money, 
but our time, our ef-
forts and ourselves. 
People need to see 
love in action. 

H a v i n g  a  h e a r t 
that’s right with God 
is absolutely the best 
thing we can do for 
ourselves. That’s why 
I encourage you to do a 
spiritual heart “check-
up” on a regular ba-
sis…have a meeting 
with yourself…and be 
honest with yourself 
about your motives. 

Work with the Holy 
Spirit and He will 
help you keep your 
heart pure and in good 
condition so you can 
show others His love 
in everything you do. 

***
For more on this 

topic, order Joyce’s 
two-teaching CD se-
r ies  Secre ts  for  a 
Healthy Heart. You 
can also contact us 
to receive our free 
magazine, Enjoying 
Everyday Life,  by 
call ing (800) 727-
9673 or visiting www.
joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a 
New York Times best-
sel l ing author and 
founder of Joyce Mey-
er Ministries, Inc. She 
has authored more 
than 100 books, in-
c lud ing  BATTLE-
FIELD OF THE MIND 
and YOUR BATTLES 
BELONG TO THE 
LORD (FaithWords). 
She hosts the Enjoy-
ing Everyday Life ra-
dio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds 
of stations worldwide. 
For more information, 
visit www.joycemey-
er.org.

Please note: The 
views and opinions 
expressed throughout 
this publication and/
or website are those of 
the respective authors 
and do not necessarily 
reflect those of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries.



   Wednesday, April 29, 2020 The Mendota Reporter • B5

The Merchants 
on this page urge 

you to attend a 
house of worship 

this week.

CROSS BODY SHOP
1213 Meriden, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7010

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

PHALEN  STEEL CONSTRUCTION 
Rte. 52 North, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9391

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

STEPHENITCH  DO IT BEST HARDWARE 
1204 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9394

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St. 
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
Cell: (815) 718-2191 

Sunday Praise Worship 
Sunday school for all ages  

Traditional Worship  

Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, 
all in-person meetings, events 

and services have been postponed 
until further notice. Please visit 

our Facebook page (Mendota First 
United Methodist Church) to access 
all of our virtual content, which we 
are making available to help us stay 
in ministry during this difficult time.

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Hogun Kim 
(219) 765-1379

pastorhogunkim@gmail.com
Church office 

(815) 538-2186
    Email: zionumcmendota@gmail.com  

Website: www.zionchurchumc.com     
 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

Worship & Children’s Sunday School 

COME AS YOU ARE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

 900 Monroe St.
(815) 503-0307

James Duncan, Pastor
Website: www.cayabc.com

Email prayer requests: prayer@cayabc.com

SUNDAY: Worship 
Sunday School

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

Route 251 North         
(815) 539-6861

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education 

Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAY

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Rev. Steven Mindrup, Interim Pastor
E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 

Website: 
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
All activities and Worship services 
are temporarily suspended until 

further notice.

Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.   

(815) 538-5603

Rev. Susan Presley
Website: fpcmendota.com      

Accessible
DIGITAL SCHEDULE: 

Sunday Worship: 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 
Live at 10 a.m. but can be viewed 

any time
Sunday Fellowship: 

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/85746317823

To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 857 4631 7823
Live Zoom at 11 a.m. 

Let’s catch up!
Wednesday Evening Gathering:

Live Zoom at 7 p.m. 
https://us02web.zoom.

us/j/86402369150
To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 864 0236 9150 
 Might be Bible Study, might be 

fellowship, might be sharing.

No passwords are required for any 
of these, and the links and phone 
numbers will be good through the 

duration of our adventure.

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St.
            (815) 993-2462
           

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 

Sunday Worship
Church Builders

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer
Saturday Men’s Ministry 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road 

Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible
    

www.immanuellutherancompton.org
E-mail:  

immanuellutherancompton@live.com

 “Living in God’s Grace as a 
Neighbor to the World”

WORSHIP:  
Worship services and all church 

activities are cancelled until 
further notice. Please check out 
our website: www.ilccompton.org 

or our Facebook page
 for updates.

COMPTON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

139 W. Chestnut 
Compton     

(815) 497-2491
  

Pastor Dave Holden
pawpawumc@juno.com

Sunday Worship

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820

Sunday  Worship
Sunday  School

Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Nursery available

TROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP

208 W. South St.,  Troy Grove
 

Pastor Brian Hamiel  
Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info

E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SUNDAY SERVICE  

LA MOILLE

♦

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of Philemon in the 
Old or New Testament 

or neither?
2. As found in Exodus 4:6-7, 

what ailment/disease was Moses 
healed from? 

Slurred speech, Leprosy, Roaring 
fever, Multiple seizures

3. From Exodus 28, who was the 
first person given priestly robes 

to wear? 
Aaron, Abraham, Adam, Abel
4. From Deuteronomy 33, to 

whom did Moses give a blessing? 
Micah, Children of Israel, Joshua, 

Ruth
5. What did the people of Lystra 

call Barnabas? 
Pluto, Saturn, Jupiter, Mars

6. Whose two sisters were Mary 
and Martha? 

Andrew, David, Thomas, Lazarus

ANSWERS: 1) New; 2) Leprosy; 
3) Aaron; 4) Children of Israel; 

5) Jupiter; 6) Lazarus

=

NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

Be kind one to another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one 

another. Ephesians 4:32

For God has not given us a spirit 
of fear, but one of power, love 

and sound judgment. 
2 Timothy 1:7

Written by Thomas Merton, 1968:
My Lord God,
I have no idea where I am going.
I do not see the road ahead of me.
I cannot know for certain where it 
will end.
Nor do I really know myself, and 
the fact that I think I am following 
your will does not mean that I am 
actually doing so.
But I believe that the desire to 
please you does in fact please you.
And I hope I have that desire in all 
that I am doing.
I hope that I will never do anything 
apart from that desire.
And I know that if I do this you will 
lead me by the right road, though I 
may know nothing about it.
Therefore will I trust you always 
though I may seem to be lost and 
in the shadow of death.
I will not fear, for you are ever 
with me, and you will never leave 
me to face my perils alone.
Posted by Rev. Susan Presley
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601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

MENDOTA • EARLVILLE • LAMOILLE • TRIUMPH • TROY GROVE • SUBLETTE • COMPTON • WEST BROOKLYN • PAW PAW

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

LAWN SERVICE: 
Serving Ogle County 
for 21 Years. All Around 
Yard Maintenance, 
Spring Clean-up, 
Gutter Cleaning and 
More. Jeremy Furman 
815-761-9619. Please 
Leave Message, Will 
Return Call ASAP.

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it 
is specifically licensed 
or issued a permit. 
Your Hometown 
Newspaper strongly 
urges any parent or 
guardian to verify the 
validity of the license 
of any facility before 
placing a child in it’s 
care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

Looking for Class 
A CDL FULL-

TIME and PART-
TIME TRUCK 

DRIVER to haul 
farm commodities.

Call Roger 
Jameson at  

815-252-8576.
04222020

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
	
ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

315	  315	  
WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY
	
WANTED JUNK Cars 
and Farm Machinery. 
Call 815-761-2803. (05-
06-20)

WANTED: Coin 
operated machines, 
slot machines, 
pinball, arcade, trade 
simulators, jukeboxes. 
Working or not working. 
815-397-6586.

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

ROCHELLE: NICE 
2-BEDROOM, 1-BATH. 
North-Side, Available 
Immediately. No Pets/
Smoking. Appliances 
Included. Washer & 
Dryer Available. 815-
739-3619. (04-29-20)

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT: 
MENDOTA 

1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Appliances, A/C. 
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

Well-maintained, 
1, 2 & 3 bedroom 
apartments, various 

price ranges. All with 
appliances included.
Some with utilities 
included. No pets. 

Security deposit and 
lease required.

ROCHELLE 
PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT
All size rental 

properties
Residential & 
Commercial

Rochelle, Ottawa and 
surrounding area.
Call 815-562-7368
www.rochelleproperty.com 02

17
20

19

509 509 
HOUSES FOR RENTHOUSES FOR RENT

Taking Application For 
Small House For Rent. 
2-BEDROOM, 1-BATH, 
2-Car Garage. Available 
May 1st. $900/Month 
Plus Utilities. No/Pets. 
815-751-8814. (05-03-
20)

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-Friday)
Phone: 
815-539-9396
Fax: 
815-539-7862
Email: 
acaylor@mendotareporter.com
Address:
 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota
Mail: 
P.O. Box 300
Mendota IL 61342-0300

DEADLINES:
• Mondays at 10 a.m. to start in Wednesday Mendota Reporter
• Thursdays at 5 p.m. to start in Monday Money Saver

All classified marketplace line ads will appear in the following 7 print publications 
and on 5 high-traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • Ogle County Life • Rochelle Shopping News • Ashton 
Gazette • Amboy News • Mendota Reporter • Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts at $32.99 for private party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads and $15.99 for garage sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement appears incorrectly, notify us immediately. We will not be 
responsible for more than one incorrect insertion, and will only credit customer 
for one insertion.

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on April 13, 
2020 a certificate was 
filed in the Office of the 
County Clerk of LaSalle 
County, Illinois, setting 
forth the names and 
post-office addresses of 
all the persons owning, 
conducting and trans-
acting the business 
known as Director of 
Spreadsheets located 
at 418 E 1st St., Ogles-
by, IL 61348.
DATED April 15, 2020

Aaron Piper
Applicant

No. 0406 
(Apr., 22, 29, May 6, 
2020)

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT FOR THE 
THIRTEENTH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF 

LASALLE - IN 
PROBATE

IN THE MATTER OF � )
THE ESTATE OF� )
AGNES EMMA � )
JUSTINA MEISTER,� )
Deceased.� )
No. 2020 P 000059

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of AGNES EMMA 
JUSTINA MEISTER, 
of Mendota, Illinois.  
Letters of Office were 
issued on March 13, 
2020 to BRENDA 
O’DONNELL and JULIE 
SCHMIDT, 150 Forest 
Park Road, Ottawa, IL 
61350, as Independent 
Co-Executors, whose 
attorney is TODD L. 
MARTIN, P.O. Box 177, 
812 Washington Street, 
Mendota, Illinois 61342.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Division, 
Courthouse, Ottawa, 
61350, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, 
within 6 months from 
the date of first publi-
cation of this Notice.  If 
claim notice is personal-
ly mailed or delivered to 
a creditor of the above 
estate, then claim must 
be filed in the above en-
titled cause within three 
months from the date 
of mailing or delivery, 
whichever is later.  Any 
claims not filed within 
the above periods are 
barred.
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed.
No. 0408 
(Apr. 22, 29, May 6, 
2020)

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates 
applied. Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203
OR AFTER 6 PM 
(815) 849-5251

QUALITY USED CARS, 
TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
LTZ, 4x4, Pearl White ..$28,900
2016 Chevy 1500 Dbl. Cab LT 
Z71, 4x4, Gray ...........$24,900
2016 Jeep Cherokee Limited 
V6, AWD, Loaded .....$20,500
2015 Chevy 2500 HD Crew 
LTZ, Diesel, 4x4, Blue $39,900

2015 Chevy Equinox 2LT 
4 Cyl., FWD, Gray .....$12,900
2014 GMC 2500 HD Denali 
Crew, 4x4, Diesel, Loaded, 
Blue ...........................$34,900
2012 Chevy 3500 Reg. Cab 
LT, 4x4, Diesel, Single Wheel, 
Silver ..........................$24,900

2020 Buick Enclave Avenir,  
AWD, Loaded, GM Exec, 2 
to Choose From .......$46,900
2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
LTZ, 4x4, Black .........$37,900
2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
4x4, LTZ, 18K Miles 
Pearl White ...............$37,900
2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
LT, 4x,4, Maroon .......$33,500
2018 Chevy Crew 1500 LT 
Leather, 4x4, Gray ....$31,500 
2018 Chevy Malibu LT 
15K Miles, Maroon ...$19,500
2017 Chevy Crew LTZ Real 
Tree Edition, 4x4, Z71, 
Black ..........................$34,900
2017 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 
Crew Cab, 4x4, Sunroof 
Black .........................$33,900

2017 Chevy Crew LT 4x4 
Leather, Gray ............$31,900
2017 Chevy Equinox, FWD 
LT, Sunroof, Blue ......$16,500 
2016 Chevy Dbl. Cab 1500 
LTZ, Z71, 4x4, Silver .$26,500
2016 Chevy K1500 Crew 
CabLT, 4x4, Z71, 
Gray ..........................$28,500
2016 Chevy Traverse LTZ 
AWD Sunroof, DVD, Tow 
Pkg Pearl White .......$26,500 
2015 Chevy K2500 Crew Cab 
4x4, Z71, LTZ, Diesel
Red ...........................$41,500
2015 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
LT, 4x4, Local 1 Owner 
White ........................$27,900 

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard 
CPO Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-
to-Bumper Warranty

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 
Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance
• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection 
and Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 
Satisfaction Guarantee

LTZ, 4x4, 1 Owner, Local Trade, Leather Interior, Heated Seats, 
Bedliner & Much More, Red

$41,500   

2015 Chevy 2500 HD Crew Diesel



The Mendota Reporter • B7Wednesday, April 29, 2020

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

DISPOSAL SERVICE

Serving the Mendota Community Since 1968

Your Garbage Is Our Bread and Butter

LEE LEWIS 
DISPOSAL SERVICE

Mendota, IL
815-539-7583

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

INSURANCE COMPANY

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company! 
www.MendotaMutual.com

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

RESALE SHOP

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St

Mendota

1/2 Price
1st & 3rd Saturday

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Jesse Arellano

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
Telephone: (815) 539-5656
www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home 
loan needs, see

NMLS#1815886

MEMBER 

FDIC

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville • Paw Paw
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. • Mendota • 815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

BARN REPAIR

BARN & 
OUTBUILDING 

REPAIR
STEEL ROOFING 

& SIDING

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING

• Plumbing
• Heating
• Cooling
• Electric

Mendota: 815-539-3828
www.tripleserviceinc.com

IL Lic. #055-041123

NURSING & REHABILITATION CENTER

LANDSCAPING

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota (815)538-4800

Open May 1
Mon-Sat 8-5 and Sun 11-4.

GYM & MORE
~ New Y App & 

Rewards Program

~ Youth & Adult 
Activities

~ FREE Group 
Exercise Classes

~ Use of 
Membership at all 
Y’s

~ Low monthly 
rates

~ Young Adult 
Memberships

~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900

1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 
Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

AUTO SALES

JP
Carole Eich

Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Mercedes-Benz

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
1409 E. Main • Mendota • (815)539-9265

 Still shopping your auto insurance to 
lower your premium? 1st Auto provides 
you with the security & expertise to 
provide you a competitive price for your 
personal & farm vehicles.
You’re 1st Rate  
So You Rate 1st!
Find out today how much you 
can save on your Personal 
Auto Insurance.

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

HARDWARE STORE

STEPHENITCH
HARDWARE

• Screen & window repair
• Pipe cut & thread

• Glass & plexiglass cut
• Computer paint matching

• Great selection
• Knowledgeable advice

1200 13th Ave., Mendota • 815-539-9394
Family owned & operated since 1893.

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500
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Joe McConville
 Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL
815-539-5673

E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 
mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker 815-910-5673 

Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233
Richard McConville, Broker 815-539-5673

Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 815-228-2842

Ryan Coss, Broker 815-830-8636

Rebecca McPheeters, 
Designated Managing Broker.

607 Sixth St.
Mendota

(815) 539-6635
www.tcrealtysales.net

Evening  Phone Numbers
Becky McPheeters, Designated 
Managing Broker 708-220-3338

Rita Lilja 815-539-9255

“Come Settle With Us”

PHONE (815) 539-3811
1316 Lakewood Plaza • Rte. 251 N. • Mendota

Gloria Cogdal,  Designated Managing Broker
Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101

Helping people find homes since 1983. 

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza • Rte. 251 N. • Mendota • (815) 539-3811

Lovely Home Mendota $144,500 - 504 6th Ave., Mendota 
Pristine from top to bottom - this 4 bedroom 2 bath home will satisfy your 

check list - seller has taken meticulous care of this home - open kitchen with all 
appliances and reverse osmosis system - extra pantry and cabinets in place of 

dishwasher - ceramic tile in both baths and all entryways - 3 seasons room - 4th 
bdr. currently used as office - baseboard hot water heat all 3 floors - basement 

with painted walls, ceiling, floors, workshop, laundry, and storage - French doors 
to 2 level deck with all new flooring leading out to lovely garden area - garage 

and 26x32 concrete pad for extra parking adjoining garage - roof approx. 4 yrs. 
old - majority of furnishings could be negotiable. Water softener will stay.

714 IL AVE 
Mendota

MLS#
10696270
$76,900

LOT 8 CHAR LU DR 
Mendota

MLS#10110664 • $28,000

1111 MAIN ST Mendota
MLS#10319587

$120,000

0 N 43rd RD Mendota
MLS#10307093

$400,000

MLS#10692797 COME SEE ALL 
THIS LOVELY HOME HAS TO 
OFFER!!!Unique built-ins in the dining 
room. All original character windows 
have been redone with new pulleys 
to keep them working smoothly along 
with storm windows replaced. Up kept 
landscaping including a small pond in 
the front yard. Paved stone patio and 
fire pit out back. Large 24 ft round pool 
off the deck, includes winter cover & 
pump. 12X14 shed new in 2018. Water 
heater and furnace replaced in 2019. All 
original hardwood throughout the whole 
house, some have been redone, some 
have carpet over hardwood. Sinks in 
both bathrooms are marble and the 
main bathroom hosts a one piece toilet. 

STAY SAFE!
CALL JOE, MARTY, MELODY, SHARON, 

RYAN ON  OUR CELL PHONES....
FOR ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!!

CELL PHONE NUMBERS  
LISTED ON THE LEFT.

MLS#  10559988  1903 Stroble Ave, Mendota 
$59,000  One story home with 3 bedrooms.  2 
car detached garage.  Large lot 54x210 with alley 
access.  Possible to sell off back lot for building.  
Corner lot near school.  Newer roof and furnace.  
Call for a showing.

1709 Charlu, Mendota,  $154,000.00   Duplex. 2 
bedroom 2 full bath.  2 car attached garage  Buillt 
in 2000.  Full spacious basement.  1st floor laundry.  
Sliding door to cement patio..  Located in great 
neighborhood. Call McConville for all the amenities.

BUILDING LOT - BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY SUBDIVISION............................................. $19,900
MENDOTA - 3 BDR 1.5 BA SOLD .................................................................................. $59,000
MENDOTA – 3BDR, COZY RANCH ............................................................................... $79,900
MENDOTA- 2-3 BDR, 1.5 BATHS SOLD ....................................................................... $81,700
LASALLE- 3 BDR., RANCH - NEW ROOF 2 C. GARAGE PENDING .......................... $86,500
CUTE RANCH – 3 BDR., HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE ............................................  $89,900
MENDOTA- 2 BDR – UPDATED KITCHEN – ATT GARAGE SOLD ............................. $92,000
LAMOILLE– 3 BDR., 1.5 BATHS – LARGE LOT .........................................................  $94,500
LAMOILLE- 2-3 BDR. – COUNTRY – APPROX 11 ACRES PENDING ....................... $125,000
MENDOTA- 3 BDR. – RANCH – 2 LOTS – 2 C. ATT GARAGE PENDING ................  $129,900
MENDOTA - 3 BEDROOM – 2 BATH – 2-½ BATHS – 2 CAR GARAGE PENDING ... $132,000
MENDOTA - PRISTINE, 4 BDR, 2 BATH ..................................................................... $144,500
LAMOILLE - COUNTRY, 3 BDR, 2 BATH ...................................................................  $149,900
MENDOTA – 4 BDR., 1.5 BA, LOTS OF CHARM SOLD ............................................  $154,500
BRICK RANCH, COUNTRY, APPROXIMATELY 1.5 ACRES ...................................... $162,900
MENDOTA- CLASSIC, 5BDR, 3+ BATHS, MUST SEE ............................................... $354,900

MLS#10664249   607 11th 
Ave., Mendota, IL  $85,000.  
Nice 2 Unit. Upstairs currently 
rented for $500.00 per month.  
Has a new mini split heating 
and cooling unit.   Downstairs 
having remodeling work 
done.  Has a new furnace, ac 
and water heater.  Call for all 
the information on this 2 unit.   
McConville Realty 815 539-
5673

NEW 

LISTINGNEW 

LISTING
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