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Parishioners greet Pastor
Parishioners of Zion United Methodist Church drive through the church parking lot as Pastor Kim and his 
family greet them from the sidewalk on May 3. Churches all across Illinois have not been allowed to hold their 
regular Sunday services due to the world health crisis. The latest stay-at-home order that went into effect May 
1 in Illinois has been amended to allow for small church services – limiting gatherings to 10 or fewer people 
and requiring social distancing. (Reporter photo)

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota City Council held a 
meeting via teleconference 
on April 30.

Mayor David Boelk spoke 
about the decision to not open 
the swimming pool this sum-
mer. Because of the current 
health situation and groups of 
people not allowed to assem-
ble together, the lifeguards 
that would be employed at 

the swimming pool cannot 
take the necessary steps to 
be certified, and thus without 
lifeguards on duty, the pool 
cannot open.

In aldermanic reports, 
John Holland presented 
council resolutions of sup-
port for five Mendota busi-
nesses that have requested 
Community Development 
Block Grant funds through 

the Downstate Small Busi-
ness Stabilization program. 
Receiving council approval 
of support for the program 
were H.C. Detailing, Dirty 
Dawgs Grooming, Nite, Inc., 
New Parkway 2 and Echols 
& Associates, PC.

The city of Mendota 
will apply to the Illinois 
Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity 

for a grant from the State 
CDBG program. This pro-
gram is funded by Title 1 
of the federal Housing and 
Community Development 
Act of 1974, as amended. 
These funds are to be used to 
provide working capital for 
the benefit of the businesses 
and will address the urgent 
needs of the businesses due 
to the COVID-19 emergency.

Lifeguard certification issues reason for not opening pool

MENDOTA – Mendota 
High School will not have 
their originally scheduled 
May 16 graduation cere-
mony in keeping with the 
state’s current restriction 
on large gatherings. While 
considering safe alter-
natives such as a virtual 
graduation ceremony, MHS 
asked this year’s seniors 
their opinion. 

“We surveyed our se-
niors, and they overwhelm-
ingly want to wait until 
the summer for a more 
traditional ceremony – as 
much of a ceremony as is 
allowed with the social 
distancing restrictions,” 
explained MHS Principal 
Denise Aughenbaugh. “Se-
niors did not want a virtual 
graduation ceremony.”

Although some schools 
have opted for a virtual 
graduation, Aughenbaugh 
said MHS will go along with 
the seniors’ preference and 
postpone their graduation 
ceremony until summer 
when they hope an in-person 
gathering can take place. 
Additional details about the 
summer graduation ceremo-
ny are yet to be determined. 
Aughenbaugh said the matter 
will be discussed further at 
the next board of education 
meeting on May 18 and a date 
is expected to be determined 
at that time. 

Awards & Scholarship 
Assembly

MHS has also been forced 

MHS hopes to conduct 
in-person graduation 
ceremony this summer
q Virtual awards assembly could be held in May

to make changes to its Annual 
Awards and Scholarship 
Assembly, which was orig-
inally scheduled for May 7. 
Instead of holding the normal 

large assem-
bly, the high 
school plans 
to honor re-
cipients in 
a  Vi r tua l 

Awards Assembly that will 
be posted on the Mendota 
High School website and 
social media pages. Augh-
enbaugh said the date for 
the assembly is yet to be 
determined, but they hope it 
can take place in mid-May 
or soon after.

Aughenbaugh explained 
that seniors were given an 
extension until May 1 for 
turning in scholarship appli-
cations. The applications are 
being submitted to the appro-
priate committee members 
this week and she hopes to 
have a response from the com-
mittees in one to two weeks, 
if possible. “All committee 
meetings will be through 
a conference phone call or 
Zoom meetings,” she noted.

When recipients have 
been selected, the high 
school will create the Vir-
tual Awards Assembly to 
announce the winners. The 
information will also be 
published in The Mendota 
Reporter.

MENDOTA – OSF HealthCare is taking 
pro-active measures to ensure the health 
and safety of patients, visitors, vendors, and 
Mission Partners (employees).

Beginning Friday, May 1, OSF HealthCare 
facilities in Mendota, Otta-
wa, and Streator requires 
anyone entering to wear a 
mask. Exceptions are made 
for those younger than 2 
years old or those with med-
ical conditions that prohibit 
wearing a mask.

“Wearing a mask over 
the nose and mouth helps 
to contain respiratory secre-
tions and reduces the risk of 
spreading COVID-19,” said 
OSF Saint Paul President Dawn Trompeter 
and OSF Saint Elizabeth President Ken 
Beutke. “Masking is additional protection, 
which will address asymptomatic and 
pre-symptomatic transmission of the virus.”

Patients will be given a mask to wear while 
interacting with medical staff if they don’t 
have one of their own. In addition, visitors 
and vendors will be asked to wear a personal 
mask. If a personal mask is not available, a 
disposable mask will be provided.

All OSF Mission Partners will also be 
required to wear masks in public spaces, 
whether personal or provided by OSF Health-

Care. OSF Mission Partners who provide 
direct patient care will be issued appropriate 
personal protective equipment by OSF.

OSF HealthCare facilities in Mendota, 
Ottawa, and Streator still have strict no-vis-

itor guidelines in place and 
will continue, with a few 
exceptions:

• One visitor will be al-
lowed if deemed necessary 
for the provision of medical 
care

• One visitor will be al-
lowed for pediatric patients

• One visitor will be 
allowed for childbirth

• Exceptions will be 
made for end-of-life situ-

ations
For more information on novel coronavi-

rus (COVID-19), including frequently asked 
questions, please visit the OSF HealthCare 
COVID-19 digital health hub:www.osf-
healthcare.org/covid19/.

If you are experiencing COVID-19 symp-
toms and it is not an emergency, DO NOT 
go to a hospital or doctor’s office. Instead, 
use one of the digital care options offered 
by OSF. You can connect through Clare, a 
digital assistant available through the OSF 
website, or by calling the 24/7 nurse hotline 
at 833-OSF-KNOW (833-673-5669).

OSF HealthCare requiring everyone 
to wear masks at all of its facilities

By PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Attor-
neys for a northern Illinois 
church said Monday that 
they have appealed a federal 
judge’s ruling that upheld 
Gov. JB Pritzker’s stay-at-
home order as it applies to 
worship services.

The announcement came 
one day after U.S. District 
Judge John Z. Lee ruled 
against a petition by Beloved 
Church in Lena and its pastor, 

N. Illinois church appeals judge’s ruling
q Revision to order allows churches to hold limited public services

Stephen Cassell, to block the 
order, saying the public inter-
est in preventing the spread 
of COVID-19 outweighed 
their First Amendment right 
to hold a public service with 
large numbers of people.

“Governor Pritzker’s arbi-
trary 10-person limit applies 
only to churches but not to 
the many other businesses 
open in Illinois today, from 
liquor stores to lawyers to 
pet groomers,” Peter Breen, 
vice president and senior 

counsel for the Thomas More 
Society, which represents the 
church, said in a statement late 
Monday. “Our Constitution 
requires that churches receive 
at least equal treatment as any 
secular enterprise. Pritzker’s 
latest threat of jail for people 
of faith is outrageous, and we 
will seek immediate relief 
from the court of appeals to 
defend our clients.”

Under a revised order effective May 1, churches may hold public services in groups 
of 10 or fewer as long as they follow social distancing requirements.
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LaSalle Co. government buildings remain closed in May
OTTAWA - LaSalle 

County Board Chairman Jim 
Olson announced last week 
that LaSalle County build-
ings will remain closed to the 
public until after May 30 in 
keeping with the governor’s 
extended stay at home order. 
LaSalle County will continue 
to provide law enforcement, 
public safety services, criti-
cal court services and other 
critical services to the public.

The public is asked to 

please attempt to conduct 
business online at www.
lasallecounty.org or www.
lasallecounty.com for mat-
ters with the Circuit Court 
office. Individuals unable 
to conduct business online 
should call the appropriate 
department at the phone 
number listed online for that 
department to receive further 
assistance.

The county board will 
continue holding committee 

meetings and their full board 
meeting. Please review the 
calendar listed on the www.
lasallecounty.org website. 
Committee meetings will 
have limited in-person access 

and the full board meeting 
will have board members 
attending remotely. The pub-
lic will be allowed to view 
and listen to all meetings 
through YouTube Live; that 
information will be listed 
on all agendas. Department 
press releases will also be 
available online.

“Please stay safe and 
let’s take care of each other 
during these difficult times,” 
Olson said.
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PLUS

†Does not include cost of material. Expires 5/31/20. **All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product 
consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by Englert LeafGuard. Limit one per household. Company 
procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved 
with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be 
able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of 
Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation 
within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except 
that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first 
class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount 
of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe’s and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 5/31/20. 

$99
WITH FREE
IN-HOME
EEESSSTTTIIIMMMAAATTTEEE!!!********

RECEIVE A $25
LOWEEE’SSSGGGIIIFFFTTT CCCAAARRRDDD

INSTALLATION
815-673-7216
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!
• THE ONLY ONE-PIECE
SEAMLESS DEBRIS SHEDDING
GUTTER SYSTEM

• MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY
FOR YOUR HOME

• SCRATCHGUARD® PAINT FINISH

• LIFETIME NO-CLOG WARRANTY

is the permanent, clog-free gutter solution!*
*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

IAA awards scholarships to students pursuing ag degrees
 ♦ Earlville resident among recipients

BLOOMINGTON - In a time of uncertainty, students can 
count on support of scholarships for college tuition during 
the 2020-2021 school year, courtesy of the IAA Foundation.

As the charitable arm of the 
Illinois Farm Bureau, the IAA 
Foundation awarded $114,000 to 
72 students pursuing degrees in 
agriculture-related fields. Students 
are selected based on their academic 
achievements, leadership involve-
ment, professional career goals and 
overall commitment to success.

“It is a privilege to invest in these 
students who represent a strong and 
vibrant agriculture future,” said Jen-

nifer Smith, development manager, IAA Foundation.
Austin Schorfheide of Hoyleton, was named the Illinois 

Farm Bureau Legacy of Leadership Scholarship recipient and 

received a $7,500 scholarship. IAA Foundation Top Scholars 
Miriam Hoffman of Earlville, Sophia Hortin of Fisher and 
Loren Koenigstein of Columbia, each received a $5,000 
award. Other scholarships presented range in value from 
$1,000 to $3,000. A full listing of recipients can be found at 
www.iaafoundation.org. 

Annually, the Illinois Farm Bureau and county Farm 
Bureaus award more than $875,000 in scholarship support.

“We work to expand our scholarship program each year to 
support more students as they pursue careers in agriculture,” 
Smith said. “Through generous farm gifts and contributions 
from farm families, Illinois Farm Bureau members and others 
who support our industry, we continue to grow our program.”

For more information on the IAA Foundation scholarship 
program, how to establish a scholarship or to donate to the 
general scholarship fund, visit the IAA Foundation’s website 
at www.iaafoundation.org or call (309) 557-2232.

Applications for the 2021 school year scholarships, as 
well as specific details and eligibility requirements, will be 
available on the IAA Foundation’s website beginning Dec. 1.

OSF Saint Paul receives $75,000 
gift benefitting COVID-19 relief

MENDOTA – The 
OSF Foundation is 
pleased to announce 
that OSF HealthCare 
Saint Paul Medical 
Center in Mendota 
is the recipient of a 
generous gift from a 
local business donor, 
who wishes to remain 
anonymous.

The $75,000 gift will help OSF Saint Paul support 
efforts with the COVID-19 pandemic. During this time 
of uncertainty, OSF Saint Paul Mission Partners have 
worked tirelessly on the front lines, ensuring that the 
health and wellness needs of the community are met.

“As we all struggle to fully grasp the impact 
COVID-19 will have on Mendota and the surrounding 
communities, this generous gift will support our health 
care workers, patients and our communities as they fight 
against the spread of the virus,” said Dawn Trompeter, 
President, OSF HealthCare Saint Paul Medical Center. 
“This gift will enable our digital health response to serve 
community members where and when they need it, and 
it means crisis support for those working each day to 
combat the virus. We are humbled and blessed to have 
such caring businesses and donors who support and trust 
OSF HealthCare to serve the health and wellbeing of 
our patients and communities.”

OSF Saint Paul Medical Center is a non-profit hos-
pital, and gifts such as this are vitally important for the 
health and wellbeing of those served and the community 
as a whole.

Video auditions scheduled for Stage 212’s 
summer production, “Kiss Me, Kate!”

LA SALLE - Stage 212 is still planning to 
put on their summer 2020 production of Cole 
Porter classic “Kiss Me, Kate!” Performances 
are scheduled to begin on July 23 and play 
through Aug. 2. Stage 212 will maintain all 
COVID-19 health and safety guidelines for 
this production and the rest of the season. 

Auditions for “Kiss Me, Kate!” will be 
conducted via video submission only. A 
self-recorded video with audio will be re-
quired along with completed audition form by 
Sunday, May 10. Callbacks will be scheduled 

via video conference. 
Director Reid Tomasson will cast 20 men 

and women in a variety of lead, supporting and 
ensemble roles. Visit Stage212.org/auditions 
for details on required audition materials. No 
preparation is necessary and familiarity with 
the script is not required to audition. 

Any questions about the audition process 
should be e-mailed to stage212web@gmail.
com.

Stage 212 auditions are open to all regard-
less of prior theatrical experience. 

Hoffman

Welcome reminder
A sign of encouragement decorates the door of a home in Mendota. (Reporter photo)

MHS to discuss plans for students with special needs
MENDOTA – Mendota 

High School will set up a 
meeting to discuss the dis-
trict’s plans for providing 
special education services 
to students with disabilities 

who attend private schools 
and home schools within 
the district for the 2020-21 
school year.

Parents of  home-schooled 
students who have been or 

may be identified with a 
disability and residing within 
the boundaries of Mendota 
High School are urged to 
contact Jeff Prusator at (815) 
539-7446 by Friday, May 15.
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Illinois temperatures, precipitation fluctuate in April
CHAMPAIGN - The first 

half of April had above aver-
age temperatures in Illinois, 
but the cold predominated 
in the second half. Illinois 
State Climatologist Trent 
Ford at the University of 
Illinois’ Illinois State Water 
Survey reported that the pre-
liminary statewide average 
April temperature was 49.2 
degrees, 3.4 degrees below 
the 30-year normal.

The preliminary state-
wide average precipitation 
total for April was 4.36 
inches, 0.58 inches above 
the 30-year normal.

Average temperatures 
from April 1 to 10 ranged 
from 1 to 6 degrees above 
normal across the state. A 
strong cold front moved 
through the region between 
April 9 and 11 with unsea-
sonably cold air. Average 
temperatures between April 
11 and 20 ranged from 5 to 
15 degrees below normal.

Overall, April average 
temperatures ranged from the 
low 30s in northern Illinois 
to the mid-50s in southern 
Illinois. April ended the con-
secutive four-month streak of 
warmer than normal months 
going back to December 
2019.

As a result of the strong 
cold front that moved through 
the region in mid-April, min-
imum temperatures dipped 
below freezing as far south 
as Pope County. Stations in 
northwest Illinois recorded 
minimum temperatures in 
the teens on April 8.

Flowering trees, shrubs, 
and tender perennials broke 
dormancy and began to green 
in response to prolonged 
warm conditions throughout 
March and early April, which 
increased the vulnerability of 
Illinois specialty crops, such 
as peaches, strawberries, and 
asparagus, to the late-season 
freeze.

University of Illinois 
Extension reported some 
damage to specialty crops 
in most regions of the state 
as a result of the freeze event 
in mid-April. The extent of 
damage was likely curtailed 
by warming of the sub-freez-
ing temperatures for five to 
seven days prior to the event.

Precipitation
The first two-thirds of 

last month was somewhat 
to very dry across the state, 
with most areas experiencing 
less than 50 percent of normal 
precipitation by April 20. The 
prolonged dry conditions 
caused soils to dry consid-
erably, which was quite a 
contrast to April 2019 and 
was beneficial for farmers 
to make planting progress.

A series of storms tracked 
across Illinois over the last 

week in April, gen-
erating very heavy 
rainfall and wide-
spread 2- to 4-inch 
accumulations along 
the Interstate 55 cor-
ridor between the St. 
Louis Metro East and 
Chicagoland. The 
heaviest rainfall was 
in central Illinois be-
tween Mason and 

McLean Counties.
The wettest point in the 

state last month was Havana 
in Mason County. The Hava-
na station recorded just over 
2 inches of precipitation in 
the first 22 days of April and 
experienced nearly a three-
quarter-inch precipitation 
deficit at that time. Havana 
received nearly 6 inches of 
precipitation in the following 
seven days and ended the 
month with an all-time April 
record-breaking precipita-
tion total of 7.8 inches.

Heavy precipitation in 
late April caused flash flood-
ing across central and north-
eastern Illinois as well as 
inundated fields and resultant 
planting delays. Additional-
ly, many gauges along the 
Illinois River, Des Plaines 
River, and Mississippi River 
south of Hardin were pushed 
into the flood stage.

Most of the northern half 
of the state experienced mea-
surable snowfall last month. 
April totals ranged from over 
8 inches in north central Illi-
nois to just over one-tenth of 

Norma L. McPherron
ALGONQUIN - Norma Leah McPherron, 

84, of Algonquin passed away May 2, 2020 
with her family by 
her side after a cou-
rageous battle with 
ALS. 

A family Mass of 
Christian Burial will 
be held on Thursday, 
May 7 at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church, 
West Brooklyn with 
Fr. Randy Fronek 
officiating. Burial will follow at St. Mary’s 
Cemetery, West Brooklyn. Wasmer Funeral 
Home is assisting the family.

Norma was born July 11, 1935 in Compton 
to George Montavon and Helen Mosimann. 
She married Verner McPherron on Jan. 31, 
1959 at St. Mary’s Church, West Brooklyn. 
He preceded her in death in 1963.

Survivors include three sons, Patrick 
McPherron of France, Greg (Martha) 
McPherron of Torrance, Calif. and Anthony 
Urrello of Vancouver, B.C.; two sisters, Joan 
Macklin of Crystal Lake and Carol Holmes 
of Rockford; three nephews and one niece.

Norma was the second of three daughters. 
After a colorful and adventurous upbringing 
on the farm, she graduated from Steward 
High School in 1953. She went on to attend 
Western Illinois University before transfer-
ring to the University of Illinois, earning a 
Bachelor of Science in Nutrition in 1958. 
After her husband passed away, Norma had 
to immediately display the dependability and 
determination of a single mother with children 

to raise. She quickly exhibited her trademark 
strength of will and courage to succeed, both 
born from love and devotion. She developed 
an enduring career by providing nutritional 
meal plans for various universities and hos-
pitals in Illinois, Ohio and Nebraska. Only 
when she was injured did she ever miss a day 
of work in her entire career, a trait not easily 
passed along. She attributed this success to her 
perfectly-balanced health. She would often 
preach that “moderation” is the key. And no 
one was more devoted to her diet plan than 
Norma. Wherever she resided, she cherished 
spending time with her family, sharing with 
her sons a love of music and sports, complete 
with a critique of every White Sox game. She 
made no secret of her desire to travel with 
family, anxious to educate herself about world 
culture. She was captivated by the beauty 
and architecture of every single place she 
visited, with Europe being her favorite. One 
trait Norma easily passed along to her sons 
was her insurmountable dedication to inde-
pendence. In recent years, as her health began 
to decline unexpectedly, she finally allowed 
her loving sisters and others to assist her in 
the face of a debilitating disease. With their 
invaluable presence, Journey Care and other 
medical professionals guided her unshakable 
beliefs toward this fight for her life. As a 
beloved mother, sister and aunt, we will all 
miss her indestructible faith and marvelous 
spirit, which will live on, just as her unique 
wisdom will not be forgotten.

Memorials may be directed to ALS Society 
or Journey Care Hospice. Condolences may 
be left at wasmerfuneralhome.com.
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Ask about our
HEALTH SAVINGS
ACCOUNTS!
If you have                                
a qualified high 
deductible 
health plan, the 
HSA may be a 
tax deductible 
health plan to 
help you pay your 
qualified 
medical 
expenses.
Stop by your 
local Eureka Savings Bank  
for details.

www.eurekasavings.com

250 Marquette St.
LaSalle, IL 61301

Ph. 223-0700

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

101 N. Columbia Ave.
Oglesby, IL 61348

Ph. 883-3354

2959 Peoria St.
Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-9400

Carl’s Quiz
In “The Music Man,” what was 

Professor Harold Hill’s actual first 
name? (Hint: It wasn’t Harold.)

The answer to last week’s quiz is: The best-selling 
soundtrack album of all time was from

 “The Bodyguard.”
Answer next week in The Mendota Reporter and online at 

www.mendotareporter.com

See APRIL, Page A4

Obituaries, continued from Page A4

IVCH receives an ‘A’ for hospital safety 
PERU – Illinois Valley 

Community Hospital was 
awarded an “A” in the spring 
2020 Leapfrog Hospital 
Safety Grade, a national dis-
tinction recognizing IVCH’s 
achievements providing 
safer health care. 

The Leapfrog Group is an 
independent national watch-
dog organization committed 
to health care quality and 
safety. 

The Safety Grade is a 
letter grade assigned to all 
general hospitals across the 
country and updated every 
six months, assessing how 
well the hospital prevents 
medical errors and other 
harms to patients. 

“IVCH received an A 
for the second  consecu-
tive reporting period,” said 

Tommy Hobbs, IVCH chief 
executive officer. “This 
achievement is a credit to the 
hard work the hospital’s em-
ployees put in daily to deliver 
the best possible care while 
maintaining high standards 
of patient and environmental 
safety.”

“As the nation copes with 
a challenging pandemic, our 
gratitude extends to hospital 
leadership and health care 
workers everywhere for their 
tremendous dedication,” 
said Leah Binder, president 
and CEO of The Leapfrog 
Group. “We hope this ‘A’ 
helps to thank the people 
who work and volunteer for 
Illinois Valley Community 
Hospital. They are role 
models in putting patients 
first, and their service has 

been extraordinary in our 
country’s time of need.” 

Developed under the 
guidance of a national expert 
panel, the Leapfrog Hospital 
Safety Grade uses up to 28 
measures of publicly avail-
able hospital safety data to 
assign grades to more than 
2,600 U.S. acute-care hos-
pitals twice per year. 

The Hospital Safety 
Grade’s methodology is 
peer-reviewed and fully 
transparent, and the results 
are free to the public.

To see IVCH’s full grade 
details and to access patient 
tips for staying safe while 
in the hospital, please visit 
hospitalsafetygrade.org 
and follow The Leapfrog 
Group on Twitter and on 
Facebook. 

LaSalle Co. 
Genealogy 
cancels May 
meeting

LaSALLE - The LaSalle 
County Genealogical Guild 
meeting scheduled for May 
16 has been cancelled. In-
formation regarding the next 
meeting will be given later.

Master Gardener program accepting 
online applicants through May 25

OGLESBY - For the University of Illi-
nois Extension Master Gardener program, 
the last four decades can be measured by 
the millions of volunteer hours given to 
help bring horticultural help to commu-
nities across the state. 

This year marks the 48th anniversary 
of the Illinois Master Gardener program. 
With over 2,600 members today, Illinois 
Master Gardeners have given more than 
2,309,348 volunteer hours - a value of 
over $46 million, to the state. 

Today, Master Gardener volunteers 
- who come from farms, small towns, 
suburbs, and cities - offer numerous edu-
cational opportunities related to gardening 
in nearly every county in the state. 

The mission of the Illinois Master 
Gardener program is “Helping Others 
Learn to Grow.” After 60 hours of training 
in topics such as vegetable and flower 
gardening, insect problems, and plant 
diseases, the volunteers participate in 
programs throughout their communities. 
Some of those opportunities may include 
speaking at garden clubs, civic groups, 
or schools; answering calls or emails at 
help desks; establishing demonstration 
gardens that serve as educational tools; 
and educating citizens on how to establish 
community gardens. 

You don’t have to be a gardening 
expert to become a Master Gardener. 
All you need is an interest in gardening, 
some time to volunteer in the community, 
and a desire to share your knowledge 
with others. The program is more about 
connections; connecting people with other 
gardeners, with their community, and 
with reliable resources for information. 
Once connections are forged, it’s time 
to get sowing and growing in our many 
meaningful community projects.

The University of Illinois Extension 
in Bureau, LaSalle, Marshall and Putnam 
counties is still accepting applications to 
participate in the Online Master Gardener 
Training Program. This online program 
allows volunteers to complete the training 
who may have never been able to in the 
past due to schedule or time conflicts. 
This online, self-guided course for Illinois 
residents can be completed any time of 
day or night. Set aside about 4 hours per 
week for videos, reading the manual and 
completing quizzes, and the training will 
be completed in 14 weeks. 

The 2020 summer Master Gardener 
Online Training includes 13 modules 
- an introduction and 12 subject-areas. 
Module topics include: Botany; Soils and 
Fertilizers; Plant Diseases; Entomology; 
Integrated Pest Management; Annuals 
and Perennials; Trees, Shrubs and Woody 
Vines; Lawns; Small and Tree Fruits; Veg-
etables; Composting/Organic Gardening; 
and Living with Wildlife.

Each module consists of several videos 
and an online quiz; therefore, a strong 
internet connection is highly recom-
mended. Please note this training is not 
being offered in local Extension offices, 
but must be completed through use of 
a personal computer or other computer 
access. The registration cost for the pro-
gram is $300, which includes the Master 
Gardener manual.

Registration for the summer 2020 
class will be open through May 25 and 
the class will start on June 15. For more 
information or to obtain materials to begin 
the registration process, please e-mail 
Meg E. Overocker, Extension Program 
Coordinator at meo@illinois.edu or leave 
a message with your contact information 
at the University of Illinois Extension 
Unit office at (815) 224-0889.

Following completion of the training, 
Master Gardener interns will work with 
Extension staff and local Master Garden-
ers in the Bureau, LaSalle, Marshall, and 
Putnam Unit area to complete required 
volunteer time through approved com-
munity service projects.

Go to https://master-gardener.exten-
sion.illinois.edu/mgot to read more about 
the program.  
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Margaret L. Lair
MENDOTA - Margaret Louise 

Lair, 93, of Mendota died April 29, 
2020 at her residence.

Private funeral services for the 
family were held at 11 a.m. on May 
4 at the Merritt Funeral Home, Men-
dota, with her son, James R. Lair, 
offi ciating. Burial was at Oakwood 
Memorial Park, Ottawa.

Margaret was born May 18, 
1926 in Jacksonville to Valentine 
and Maude (Brown) Sevier. She married James Grant Lair, 
her high school sweetheart, on March 13, 1946 in Rhode 
Island. They shared 72 years of marriage until James’ death 
on May 28, 2018.

Survivors include three sons, James (Sharon) Lair of 
Sacramento, Calif., William (Cheryl) Lair of Charleston 
and John (MaryEllen) Lair of Streator; two daughters, 
Barbara (Mike) Bokus of Mendota and Judy Lair of Mans-
fi eld; 17 grandchildren; 31 great-grandchildren; and seven 
great-great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her husband; one brother, 
Charles Sevier; and one grandson, Ben Bokus on March 
10, 2019.

Margaret was a graduate of Jacksonville High School 
and attended MacMurray College. In addition to raising fi ve 
children, she was employed by Hentrich Music Store and the 
Illinois Department of Employment Security, both in Otta-
wa. She was a member of Mendota First United Methodist 
Church. She had been active in the Order of Eastern Star 
and Job’s Daughters. An avid bridge player, she also taught 
bridge classes in Ottawa at the YMCA. But Margaret’s fi rst 
love was her family. She was a caring mother, grandmother, 
great-grandmother and great-great- grandmother. “Grandma 
and Grandpa” attended many of their family’s birthday 
parties, graduations, weddings and other special events all 
over the country.

Memorials may be directed to the Graves-Hume Public 
Library, Mendota and St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

Sharon A. Hesik 
SUBLETTE - Sharon A. Hesik, 

75,  of Sublette, passed away April 30, 
2020 at Heritage Health, Mendota.

A Celebration of Life will be 
announced at a later date. Merritt 
Funeral Home, Mendota is handling 
arrangements.

Sharon was born March 3, 1944 
in Elmhurst to Donald and Gladine 
(Surkamer) Cunningham. She mar-
ried Frank Hesik on April 1, 1962.

Survivors include her husband of Sublette; two sons, Frank 
Hesik of Columbus, Ohio and Edward Hesik of Aurora; three 
daughters, Tina (Brian) Alberts of Elburn, Sheila (Darrell) 
Pierce of West Brooklyn and Angie (Jon) Westmas of Mont-
gomery; one sister, Betty Lynn Cesaretti of Fort Wayne, Ind.; 
13 grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her parents; two brothers, 
Donald Cunningham and Doug Cunningham; and two sisters, 
Dorothy Wallenfang and Joan Church.

Sharon enjoyed gardening and was a great cook. She was 
a wonderful mother and grandmother.

Memorials may be directed to the donor’s choice.

John J. Larsen 
FLOSSMOOR - John James 

Larsen, 75, of Flossmoor, formerly 
of Mendota, passed away peacefully 
in his sleep on April 28, 2020 at 
his home.  

Family will gather for a private 
graveside service at Restland Ceme-
tery Memorial Gardens coordinated 
by Merritt Funeral Home, Mendota.

John was born Jan. 8, 1945 in 
Chicago to John James Larsen Sr. and Shirley Larsen (Fre-
itag). He married Cora Burley. 

Survivors include his wife of 53 years; three children, Jo-
seph Larsen, Jessica (Bryan) Westhoff and Jacob Larsen; four 
grandchildren, Anthony Larsen, Maxim Larsen, Benjamin 
Westhoff and Vivian Westhoff; and one brother, Victor Larsen. 

He was preceded in death by his brother, Roger Larsen.
Born in Chicago, John’s family soon moved to Mendota, 

where he grew up. As a young child in school, struggles with 
reading and unhappy classroom experiences led to his lifelong 
mission to educate teachers, facilitate learning and to make 
school a better place for children. He took great joy in observ-
ing children and pursued studies in child development. He 
graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in business from Illinois 
Wesleyan University. Later, he earned a Master’s in Guidance 
and Counseling from Illinois State University, a Master’s in 
Early Childhood Education from The Erikson Institute, and 
eventually, his Doctorate in Educational Psychology from 
Loyola University.

While in high school, John met the love of his life, Cora, 
and they were married his junior year of college. After 
graduating from Illinois Wesleyan in 1967, they entered the 
Peace Corps. The couple spent two years of service in the 
Philippines, where they did teacher training and introduced 
new curriculum in modern math and science. They also had 
numerous adventures, visiting virgin forests, live volcanos, 
coffee and banana plantation as well as meeting President 
Ferdinand Marcos and his wife, Imelda. After completing 
their service in the Peace Corps, they traveled through Asia 
and Europe before returning to the United States for graduate 
school. They continued their adventures together traveling 
throughout their 53 years of marriage.

John’s educational pursuits yielded a fulfi lling career 
throughout the south suburbs and Chicago. He held positions 
as an elementary school guidance counselor, early childhood 
special education teacher, college professor, school adminis-
trator, and most recently as an elementary school psychologist. 
John loved his work and took great joy in working with kids 
and educating teachers. He helped countless children and 
families and served as a mentor to many in the fi eld. He truly 
valued his colleagues who dedicated their lives to helping 
others, especially the underserved. He never lost his passion 
for working with children and guiding staff.

Beyond his work, John was dedicated to his family. Before 
the break-out hit, “Mr. Mom”, he spent years raising their 
three young children during the mornings while Cora worked. 
During this time he also worked as a professor, teaching 
both graduate and undergraduate courses in the department 
of special education at Chicago State University. His com-
mitment to his family is evident by the special relationships 
he had with each of them. Each of his children considered 
him a best friend. Part of John’s magic was that he was a 
great observer and saw people as individuals. No matter the 
situation, he always showed up. He was also enamored with 
his grandchildren and delighted in watching their personali-
ties take shape. As he got older, he enjoyed teasing them and 
surprising them with bags of spare change.

Dr. John Larsen will be remembered as fun-loving, 
caring, kind and generous. He was an avid reader, admitted 
fair-weathered sports fan (both Cubs and White Sox), political 
junkie, and seeker of solitude. He loved Ray Charles, The 
Beach Boys, popcorn, coffee, and chocolate. He treasured 
his friendships and took great pleasure in telling stories 
from his youth. John made the world a better place. He will 
be remembered fondly by all who met him, and he will be 
forever loved and missed.

Memorials in John’s memory may be made to The Sierra 
Club [https://www.sierraclub.org/]; National Park Foundation 
[https://www.nationalparks.org/]; and The Erikson Institute 
[https://www.erikson.edu/give/] in their mission to ensure that 
all children, particularly the most vulnerable, have positive 
early childhood experiences. 

For additional information, contact tews-ryanfh.com or 
call (708) 798-5300.

Joel F. Schroeder
MELBOURNE, Fla. - Joel Fran-

cis Schroeder, 35, of Melbourne, 
Fla., formerly of Mendota, passed 
away April 29, 2020 at Viera Hos-
pital Melbourne.

Private visitation and Mass of 
Christian Burial will be Saturday, 
May 9 with Fr. Randy Fronek offi -
ciating. Burial will follow at Holy 
Cross Cemetery. Wasmer Funeral 
Home is assisting the family.

Pallbearers will be Brian Barnickel, Jeremy Beetz, Peter 
Bittner, Eric Brown, Tyler Full, Kyle Long, Brett Meyer, 
Clint O’Brien  and Todd Schroeder.

Joel was born Oct. 12, 1984 in Mendota to Steven and 
Brenda (Billmeier) Schroeder. He married Lisa Patterson on 
Dec. 17, 2005 in Mendota.

Survivors include his wife of Mendota; three sons, Jason, 
Owen and Henry, all in Mendota; his mother, Brenda Schro-
eder of Mendota; two brothers, Joshua (Margarita) Schro-
eder of Los Fresnos, Texas and Jared (Tokeshia) Schroeder 
of Streamwood; one sister, Jerilyn Schroeder of Mendota; 
fi ve nephews; three nieces; his in-laws, Steve and Roberta 
Patterson of Mendota; and one sister-in-law, Carrie (Isidro) 
Escatel of Mendota. 

He was preceded in death by his father on Aug. 8, 2016; 
his maternal and paternal grandparents; and his Godfather/
Uncle, Ron Schroeder.

Joel graduated from Mendota High School in 2003 and 
from the University of Illinois in 2007 with a Bachelor of 
Science in Aerospace Engineering. During his work career, 
he was an aerospace engineer systems analyst, working 
from 2007-2010 for Northrup Grumman Corp. in Redondo 
Beach, Ca; 2010-2013 in Maineville, Ohio for Bell Can 
Corp.; 2013-2017 in O’Fallon, Mo. for Boeing; and from 
2017-2020 in Melbourne, Fla. for Northrup Grumman Corp. 
He loved playing poker with the guys. He was a collector of 
Pez dispensers and was a huge fan of Seinfeld, The Simpsons 
and Star Wars. Cooking became a passion for Joel and he 
loved the musical, “Hamilton.”

Memorials may be directed to the family to establish a 
college fund for his children. Condolences may be left at 
wasmerfuneralhome.com. 
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BE OPEN FOR 

CARRYOUT AND 
DELIVERY ORDERS 
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REGULAR BUSINESS 

HOURS UNTIL 
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20We take quality and 

workmanship very 
seriously. We’re not 
surprised when our 
customers do too. 
After all, when 

choosing the most 
permanent thing 

you’ll ever buy, it’s 
only natural to 

demand perfection. 
And when you deal 
with us, it’s only 

natural to receive it.
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Can you identify 

this photo?
THEN YOU CAN WIN!

The winner will receive:
$1000 MENDOTA BUCKS

To spend at any 
Mendota Chamber of Commerce member.

LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:
Design above west entrance to  

First State Bank, downtown Mendota
Winner - Zachary Hunt

Where is it…

in Mendota?

815-539-5142
northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342
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“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell Mutual 
Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2020.

LOOK OUT FOR YOUR LOCAL  
FARMERS BY SHARING THE ROAD 
Keep farmers safe this planting season by slowing down. Share  
the road with tractors so we can all enjoy a bright tomorrow.  
Trust in Tomorrow.®

Keep farmers safe this planting season by slowing 
down. Share the road with tractors so we can all 
enjoy a bright tomorrow. Trust in Tomorrow.® 
“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” 
are registered trademarks of Grinnell Mutual 
Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual 
Reinsurance Company, 2020.

Our Family Protecting Your Family For 50 Years

05042020

Chris Klein

Chris 
Says...

LOOK OUT FOR YOUR 
LOCAL FARMERS BY 
SHARING THE ROAD

See additional OBITUARY, Page A3

April
Continued from Page A3
an inch along Interstate 72. 
A single storm in mid-April 
produced widespread 24-
hour snowfall totals between 
1 and 3 inches in central and 
northern Illinois, with a few 
much larger isolated totals.

Areas of Warren, Henry, 
Knox, and Mercer counties 
received more than 6 inches 
of snowfall in a single day, 
including the third and fi fth 
highest single day April 
snowfall totals in Kewanee 
and Galesburg, respectively.

The total 2019–2020 
season snowfall ranged from 
over 50 inches in far northern 
Illinois to less than 1 inch in 

southeastern Illinois. Most 
areas of the state north of 
Interstate 70 experienced a 
snowier than average season.

Outlooks
Short-term 8–14-day 

outlooks from the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration Climate Pre-
diction Center show strongly 
elevated odds of both below 
normal precipitation and 
below normal temperatures 
across the state. 

Longer-term 30-day out-
looks are similar to the 
8–14-day outlooks, with 
continued, albeit weaker, 
chances of cooler, drier 
conditions, especially for the 
northeastern half of the state.
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714 Main St. 
Mendota 

 815-539-7011  

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

Friday, May 8
Parmesan Crusted Cod
Saturday, May 9
Chicken & BBQ Ribs
(also serving full menu both nights)

Carry-out & curbside pickup only!
Call 815-539-7011.

05042020

Tuesday Night Ribeye Special!
10 oz. for only $12.95.

Lunch & dinner carryouts 
Tuesday-Saturday.

Lunch from 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Dinner from 5-8 p.m.

High schools have had 
to make many difficult de-
cisions to address numerous 
end-of-year events – team 
banquets, parties, prom, 
awards and the biggest mile-
stone, graduation.

“We need to remember 
that no matter how devas-
tating it feels to miss some 
of these wonderful events, 
the health and safety of our 
students, families, and com-
munities must remain our 
top priority,” Aughenbaugh 
said. “We look forward to 
honoring our students. As 
always, we cannot thank the 
entire Mendota community 
enough for the overwhelm-
ing generosity and support 
of our students.”

In his ruling Sunday, Lee 
acknowledged that freedom 
of religion is a fundamental 
right, “but even the foun-
dational rights secured by 
the First Amendment are 
not without limits; they are 
subject to restriction if nec-
essary to further compelling 
government interests — and, 
certainly, the prevention of 
mass infections and deaths 
qualifies,” Lee wrote. “After 
all, without life, there can 
be no liberty or pursuit of 
happiness.”

The judge noted that more 
than 60,000 Americans have 
died from COVID-19, “more 
than the number of people 
who perished during the 
9/11 terrorist attacks, Pearl 
Harbor, and the Battle of 
Gettysburg combined.”

The suit was filed on 
Thursday, April 30, against 
Pritzker, Stephenson Coun-
ty Sheriff David Snyders, 
Lena Police Chief Steve 
Schaible and Craig Bein-
tema, administrator of the 
Stephenson County De-
partment of Public Health. 
It sought to permanent-
ly block enforcement of 
Pritzker’s latest, revised 
stay-at-home order, which 
went into effect May 1 and 
extends through May 30.

Under that revised order, 
churches may hold public 
services in groups of 10 
or fewer as long as they 
follow social distancing 
requirements. Despite that, 
the church reportedly held 
its regular service on Sunday. 
WREX-TV in Rockford re-
ported that a public relations 
firm representing the church 
said churchgoers were pro-
vided hand sanitizer and 
family units were spaced 6 
feet apart.

As of Monday, according 
to the state’s COVID-19 
website, there have been 
63 cases of the disease in 
Stephenson County, but so 
far, no deaths.

The Beloved Church case 
is just one legal challenge 
seeking to overturn the stay-
at-home order. Republican 
Reps. Darren Bailey, of 
Xenia, and John Cabello, of 
Machesney Park, are both 
challenging the order in state 
courts.

A circuit court judge 
in Clay County last week 
ruled in favor of Bailey’s 
complaint that the order 
violated his civil rights. But 
while that case was being 
appealed, Bailey asked that 
the order be vacated and 
the case returned to circuit 
court, where he plans to file 
an amended complaint.

Cabello’s suit challenges 
the legality of the order as 
a whole and is seeking to 
have it overturned state-
wide. A hearing in that case 
is scheduled for May 14 in 
Winnebago County.

Ruling
Continued from Page A1

Graduation
Continued from Page A1

OGLESBY – An es-
timated 110 students are 
expected to participate in 
Illinois Valley Commu-
nity College’s 1:30 p.m. 
Saturday, May 16 virtual 
commencement.

The 54th annual com-
mencement, the first to 
be held entirely online, 
will feature photos of 
graduates and a keynote 
address by former IVCC 
trustee Melissa Olivero. 

Olivero of Peru, an 
administrative law judge 
for the National Labor 
Relations Board, served 
IVCC from 2009 to 2019. 
As board chair, she over-
saw the opening of the 
Peter Miller Community 
Technology Center in 
2014 and other major 
campus renovations. 

Also at commence-
ment, IVCC President Jer-
ry Corcoran will welcome 

graduates and guests, 
former student trustee 
Matthew Klein will de-
liver the invocation and 
board chair Jane Goetz 
will introduce trustees. 

Nasrina Bellel will 
read her winning Paul 
Simon Essay and Vice 
President for Academic 
Affairs Deborah Ander-
son will present the Class 
of 2020. Corcoran will 
confer degrees and cer-
tificates and new student 
trustee Manuel (Tony) 
Galindo will deliver the 
benediction. 

The commencement 
video, being produced by 
Klein, owner of Matthew 
Klein Films, will be avail-
able for viewing at www.
ivcc.edu/commencement.

All 2020 graduates will 
be invited to participate 
in-person in IVCC’s May 
2021 commencement.

IVCC to conduct
virtual graduation
ceremony May 16

OGLESBY– Illinois Val-
ley Community College will 
host its first “Summer Reg-
fest” from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 12 with access 
to registration, counseling 
and financial aid available 
online and via phone.

Financial Aid Director 
Eric Johnson will host a 10 
a.m. financial aid informa-
tion session on Zoom acces-
sible through www.ivcc.edu. 

To participate in Regfest, 
call the Records office at 
(815) 224-0447 or visit www.
ivcc.edu/admissions.

With over 175 course sec-
tions, IVCC has significantly 
expanded online summer 

offerings to include nutrition, 
business, criminal justice, 
computers, macroeconom-
ics, English, film, geography, 
health, children’s literature, 
math for liberal arts, elemen-
tary statistics, psychology, 
sociology and more.

IVCC students enjoy 
substantial savings from 
university costs. Whereas 
a 3-credit university course 
could cost $1,500 to $2,000, 
a 3-hour IVCC course is 
$399. 

Students have two eight-
week options: May 18 to 
July 8 or June 10 to Aug. 6. 
Visit www.ivcc.edu/online-
summer.

IVCC “Summer Regfest”
scheduled for May 12th

By JERRY NOWICKI
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD — Unemployment in 
Illinois and the U.S. continues to balloon 
amid the novel coronavirus pandemic. 

The state reported 81,596 first-time claims 
in the week ending April 25, during which 
time more than 3.8 million claims were 
submitted nationally. 

That means 818,917 Illinoisans filed for 
unemployment since March 21, and 681,041 
drew unemployment benefits during the week 
ending April 25. According to the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, that is about 10.7 percent 
of Illinois’ civilian work force.

The claims from March 1 to April 25 this 
year were more than 10 times those made in 
the same period last year, when approximately 
69,000 total claims were field in Illinois. 

This is the first time in five weeks that the 
number of initial claims in Illinois fell under 
100,000. The peak was the week of April 
4, when 201,041 initial claims were made. 

Nationally, more than 30 million people 
filed jobless claims since the beginning of 
the pandemic. 

The seasonally adjusted unemployment 
rate of 12.4 percent for the week ending 
April 18 was an increase of 1.5 percent from 
the previous week, once again marking the 
highest figure in the history of the metric. 

The more than 81,000 claims filed in 
Illinois last week mark a decrease of about 
21,000 from the week prior. The four-week 
moving average for claims was 131,683, 
according to the Illinois Department of Em-
ployment Security. 

Despite several reports of people con-
tinuing to have difficulty accessing unem-
ployment, Gov. J.B. Pritzker said IDES has 
ramped up its capacity for its website and its 
ability to take phone calls. At his daily news 
briefing on COVID-19 on April 30, he took 
questions on the ongoing issues. 

“There’s no doubt the system started out 
unprepared for this unprecedented level of 
filings,” Pritzker said. “But at this point, 
I must say, the ability to connect online is 
available to everyone.”

Pritzker said some people might have 
difficulty getting through the system if they 

previously filed a fraudulent claim, there 
were “challenges to the veracity of certain 
aspects of the forms that they filed,” or they 
had forgotten their password. But he said it 
is working “reasonably well” considering 
the unprecedented number of claims it is 
receiving.

He also said there are “many more people 
answering phones” in response to the increase 
in filings, and “many of them are working 
overtime weekends and so on to get done 
what they need to.” 

Of note, Illinois has not yet set up its 
pandemic unemployment assistance system, 
which would apply to groups not normally 
covered by unemployment insurance, such as 
independent contractors, the self-employed 
and freelancers. 

These federally-paid benefits would last 
for up to 39 weeks, but that program is not 
expected to be up and running until the week 
of May 11. The state is contracting with the 
private firm Deloitte to complete the system. 

Earlier last week, the Freelancers Union 
called on the state to expedite the process 
and provide lines of zero-interest credit in 
the meantime. 

“We are facing the greatest crisis to the 
freelance workforce in modern history,” 
Rafael Espinal, the union’s president said. “I 
have heard from thousands of freelancers who 
are losing gigs due to COVID-19. They’re 
unsure of how they will be able to pay the 
bills. The Governor must do everything 
in his power to guarantee freelancers will 
get the unemployment benefits that were 
secured for them in the CARES Act as soon 
as possible. The slow rollout of benefits for 
freelance workers further highlights the need 
for the government to focus on supporting 
its independent workforce.”

Another 81,000 Illinoisans 
file unemployment claims 
q Total claims in state since mid-March top 800,000 mark

“There’s no doubt the system 
started out unprepared for this 
unprecedented level of filings. But 
at this point, I must say, the ability 
to connect online is available to 
everyone.”               –Gov. JB Pritzker

Grass clippings, etc. in streets
No person shall throw, place or leave, or cause or permit 

to be thrown, placed or left, any ashes, dirt, filth or rubbish, 
grass clippings, or foreign matter in or upon any street, alley 
or sidewalk of the City of Mendota.

Penalty: Any person violating this section shall be sub-
ject to the penalty of not less than $50 nor more than $500. 
Imposition of any penalty for a violation of this section shall 
not be construed as a waiver of the right of the City to collect 
the cost of removal of such nuisance where it is necessary 
for the City to remove such nuisance.

City Ordinance

MENDOTA – Members of the Mendota Police Depart-
ment would like to remind citizens of an important safety tip. 
Whether your vehicle is in your garage, driveway or parked 
on the street, always keep it locked.

Do not leave the keys in the ignition of your vehicle, even 
if you are only parking it for a short period of time. Do not 
leave purses, wallets or other valuables in your vehicle, as 
this attracts unwanted attention from a would-be thief.

Please assist the Mendota Police Department to help keep 
you and your valuables safe.

Police Reminder
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By Scott Reeder
RIVERTON – I stood in line at Dollar General and 

couldn’t help but notice the fellow ahead of me in line 
was buying 12 gallon jugs of milk.

The first thing that ran through my mind is, “He’s 
part of the problem. He’s hoarding food supplies.”

A few weeks before, I had to drive to nine Spring-
field-area stores to find just one gallon of milk for my 
family.

So, a fellow buying 12 gallons didn’t sit well with 
me. I even made a snide comment to the cashier after 
the fellow left.

She set me straight.
The cashier explained, “When this crisis started, he 

created his own food bank. He pays for the milk out of 
his own pocket and delivers it to the doors of people 
in need.”

We should never prejudge someone.
I’d soured a bit on human nature earlier in that same 

day, when I took one of my daughters to the doctor for 
a skin infection. Our family practitioner, who we know 
from church, shared that she can no longer keep surgical 
masks and gloves in her exam rooms because patients 
keep stealing boxes of them, since the pandemic began.

Who would steal protection from health care profes-
sionals during a pandemic?

The great UCLA basketball coach John Wooden 
once said, “Sports doesn’t build character. It reveals it.”

I think that can also be said of how people act during 
times of crisis. Some people choose to steal from doctors 
and nurses while others try to feed a community.

I was left wondering, “Who is this guy who is trying 
to feed a village?” Riverton and its sister city Spaulding 
have a population of about 4,000. It’s a working-class 
town where 58 percent of the children in school are 
receiving free or reduced cost lunches – the highest 
percentage of any school district in Sangamon County. 
The town is about five miles from Springfield.

Having lived in the community for nearly 15 years, I 
can say it has a generous spirit. When Hurricane Harvey 
hit the Texas Gulf Coast in 2017, individuals filled two 
semi-tractor trailers with donated food, diapers and other 
critically needed supplies.

That effort was led by Jeb Brown.
To look at him, he seems an ordinary working Joe. 

He drives an old truck and tools around town in blue 
jeans, a T-shirt and a baseball cap.

A Rockefeller he is not.
But he’s found a way to funnel tens of thousands of 

dollars in food to hungry folks in Riverton since the 
COVID 19 crisis began in March.

“Every day, we feed 70 to 100 families and the really 
cool thing is about the same number of people donate 
to us. That’s what keeps us going,” Brown said. Food 
donations also come in the form of in-kind donations 
from some Springfield-area charities.

Brown said he personally purchases all the milk that 
is given away.

To handle the donations, 15 Riverton residents formed 
a Kiwanis club.

“When folks make a donation, they make out the 
check to the Kiwanis club – not to me,” said Brown, who 
is the club’s first president. “There are a lot of people 
in need – hair stylists, waitresses and others who never 
had food security issues before.”

Because pride is a factor that deters some from taking 
assistance, Brown said they have placed a “blessing box” 
in the parking lot of the local high school. This allows 
people to accept the donations without being seen by 
their neighbors.

“We really haven’t had much of a problem with 
people abusing this. They just drive up take what they 
need from the box and drive away,” he said.

For folks fearful of leaving their homes, Brown said 
he delivers food to their doors.

Just how many dollars of food has the Kiwanis club 
given away since the COVID 19 crisis began? Brown 
said, it’s hard to say because much of what they receive 
is in the form of in-kind contributions. But he placed 
the figure at over $100,000.

So, what motivates a person to help?
Brown puts it this way. “Riverton has been good to 

my family. And now I want to do something good for 
Riverton.”

(Scott Reeder is a veteran statehouse journalist 
and a freelance reporter. ScottReeder1965@gmail.
com.)

Doing good for a community

(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from May 2, 1990)
By Jessica Nashold

Fifty years ago, workmen were 
finishing the riprapping of the banks 
out at the lake.

Since the lake went dry the first 
time 25 years ago, the lake bed 
has never been filled because of 
the weakened conditions of the 
banks.
With the riprapping completed, it was 

planned to fill the lake, covering more 
than 22 acres of the 41-acre tract deeded 
to the city by the Outdoor Recreation 
Association.

The lake had been stocked with fish 
since the previous fall when a consign-
ment from the hatchery at Havana had 
been dumped in. Wildlife was arriving.

Hundreds of wild ducks, geese, 
jack snipes, etc. are already 
nesting at the lake.
Six hundred trees had been set out 

on the grounds surrounding the lake and 
more had been ordered. But suddenly 
funds were running low. Voters had 
approved a tax of two mills to take care 
of improvements but because the park 
district had not been organized when the 
levy was made only 7/8 of one mill had 
been appropriated. Mayor Jacob Spanier 
said tax anticipation warrants could be 
issued to create a beach on the lake 
shore. Trucks from the city of Mendota, 
Troy Grove and Mendota townships and 
one owned by Curley Herman hauled 
the sand. Volunteers spread it around.

Mrs. Mary Ward donated sand to 
bridge the gap.

The H.D. Conkey Co. also brought 
in a carload of sand, which was added 
to Mrs. Ward’s contribution.

***
“Gone With the Wind” came to the 

State Theatre the last week in April. 
It played both afternoon and evening. 
Matinees were continuous beginning at 
10 a.m. The night performance began 
at 8 p.m. and seats had to be reserved. 
Admission at night was $1.10, includ-
ing tax.

***
A man named Bruce Davis leased 

several tracts of land west of town and 
sent surveying teams to test for oil.

Mr. Davis is just as confident 
there is oil in this section as he 
is that the sun will rise.
A magni-meter was brought from 

Berlin to determine if oil was present.
The magi-meter is so sensitive it 
cannot be operated when there 
is any wind. A tent was secured 
to place over the equipment but 
this was not sufficient so the 
work was stopped until the wind 
ceased to blow.
Mr. Davis expressed confidence 

that the machine would indicate the 
presence of oil.

He has almost started making 
arrangements for drilling appa-
ratus to be brought here.

***
On May 3 and 4, Clayton K. Slack, 

a private during the World War, ap-
peared at the State Theatre. Said to be 
the only private still living to hold the 
Congressional Medal of Honor, he had 
compiled pictures of battles at Chateau, 
Thierry, St. Mihiel, Argonne and the 
Hindenberg Line. A lecture by Mr. Slack 
accompanied the pictures.

In addition, he was pictured receiving 
a 17-jewerl Bulova watch from John 
Etzbach, the jeweler. Mr. Slack endorsed 
the Bulova. War pictures and relics were 
on display at the Etzbach store.

***
The Inderrieden Company began 

signing up farmers to raise between 
1,500 and 2,000 acres of sweet corn. No 
canning had been done in 1939 because 
there was enough corn in the warehouses 
to take care of orders.

This time around, farmers were a bit 
slow inn signing up.

In years past they have had too 
many calls for acreage, but this 
year they need more. There 
is much to be said in favor of 
growing 10 or 20 acres of sweet 
corn. You get your checks in a 
few weeks after corn is delivered. 

Then again you have the fodder 
to be fed to the stock.

***
The Mendota High School band ac-

cepted an invitation to play at the New 
York World’s Fair in June. The month 
of May was devoted to raising funds 
for the trip, which included a special 
train with a stop at Niagara Falls on 
the way to the fair and another stop at 
Washington, D.C. on the return trip.

There were card parties, food sales, 
dances and a thorough canvass for 
contributions, with names of donors 
published in The Reporter.

***
Etta Lutz was reappointed postmas-

ter having concluded her first four-year 
term. Stamp sales had increased from 
$43,000 to $60,000.

***
Following the death of Alfred Goslin, 

his brother Arthur came to town and took 
over the management of Goslin Drugs.

***
A new Standard Service Station 

went up at 13th Avenue and Washington 
Street, replacing the first one, which 
had been razed.

***
Bailey’s Funeral Home announced 

that a recording machine had been in-
stalled so that the music and sermons 
at funerals could be “preserved for 
families.”

***
Jim Witte opened a wholesale pa-

per operation in the Witte building on 
Jefferson Street (now Pohl’s Agency) 
where his father once conducted a 
tailoring business. Witte was prepared 
to sell directly to stores, offices, institu-
tions and schools, but not to individual 
consumers. His first employees were 
Alan Huss, Bill Ellis and Kenneth 
Elsesser.

***
The Reporter published advice on 

safe driving.
Everyone should approach a 
corner driving at such a speed 
that they can come to a halt in 
case someone else is reckless. 
Some folks are of the opinion 
that if they are on a paved street 
everyone else should stop, but 
this is not true.

Filling the lake – 1940
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

By Rich Lowry
Forgive Jacksonville, Florida, for it has sinned. 
The largest city in Florida partly reopened its beaches, 

and it became something of a national scandal. CNN ran 
a disapproving segment, and the hashtag #FloridaMorons 
trended on Twitter. 

As the CNN report put it: “The scene at Jacksonville Beach 
wasn’t one of caution in the middle of a worldwide pandemic. 
Crowds cheered and flooded the beach when police took the 
barriers down. People were seen swimming, biking, surfing, 
running and fishing.”

None of these activities has been shown to be a vector for 
the spread of COVID-19; in fact, no outdoors activities have 
been shown to be dangerous at all. A recent study examined 
hundreds of outbreaks and traced only one to an outdoor 
environment. 

Surfers and bikers are the least of our worries. Yet, there 
is a segment of American opinion that takes it as its respon-
sibility to scold and shame anyone who dares go out and get 
a little fresh air. 

Early on in the crisis, CNN anchors spent 20 minutes 
inveighing against people walking, running, biking and 
rollerblading along San Francisco’s Embarcadero. Noting 
that some people were holding hands, Jake Tapper called it 
“enraging.” Of course, random strangers don’t hold hands, 
but people who are likely in close proximity whether they 
are enjoying a stroll or not. 

Despite there being no indication that outdoor spaces 
abet the spread of the disease, parks have been shut down 
throughout the United States, and the closures are at times 
enforced with rigor. No less than Tom Brady was chased from 
a closed Tampa Bay park after he was discovered working out, 

apparently alone. A father in Colorado was briefly detained 
by police for the alleged offense of playing T-ball with his 
6-year-old daughter on a softball field. 

A sure sign of fanaticism is the inability to make distinc-
tions, in this instance between risky and non-risky activities 
and between places hard hit and places not. It’s one thing 
to hold a day-long, 100-person family reunion in a public 
park, quite another to jog through one. It’s one thing to begin 
opening up in New York City, where there have been more 
than 10,000 deaths, and another to begin opening in Montana, 
where there have been 14. 

Jacksonville, Florida is the seat of Duval County. With 
a population of nearly a million people, the county has had 
17 COVID-19 deaths. It is hardly a hot spot. 

At least some of the spleen would be taken out of the 
coronavirus debate if people acknowledged that we live in a 
vast continental country, with radically different ways of life. 
Not only are not all states the same, not all counties within 
states are the same. 

But such is the lockdown zealotry that any thought that 
these kinds of places should be treated differently is consid-
ered heresy sure to get people killed. It seems indisputable 
that the lockdowns have slowed the spread of the disease, 
but at an enormous economic cost. We are going to have to 
show some flexibility and be willing to adopt a patchwork 
approach to opening up around the country. 

We can’t be beholden to public officials and commentators 
who, to paraphrase H.L. Mencken, have the haunting fear 
that someone, somewhere may be rollerblading.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2020 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Social distancing isn’t a religion

Letters Policy
The Mendota Reporter welcomes letters to the editor on 

public issues of local interest. Letters must be signed for 
publication; authors’ names will not be withheld. Include 
your address and telephone number. The number will not 
be published but may be used to verify authenticity. Un-
signed, anonymous letters are never published. Keep your 
letter as concise as possible. The editor reserves the right 
to edit letters for length and to withhold letters that do not 
meet The Reporter’s standards of taste and ethics. The 
Reporter reserves the right to accept or reject letters to the 
editor endorsing candidates for public office. The deadline 
is 10 a.m. Monday for Wednesday’s issue. Send letters to: 
The Mendota Reporter, 703 Illinois Ave., P.O. Box 300, 
Mendota, IL 61342.
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Cross Body Shop
1213 Meriden St. • Mendota

815-539-7010

Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. • Mendota

815-539-5656 •  Member FDIC

First State Bank
706 Washington St.• Mendota
815-538-2265 • Member FDIC

Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. • Mendota

815-538-5598

Merritt Funeral Home
800 Monroe St. • Mendota

 815-539-7211
Lundquist-Merritt Funeral Home

208 Railroad St. • LaMoille
815-638-2121

Stephenitch Do It Best 
Hardware

1204 13th Ave • Mendota
815-539-9394

First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • Mendota

815-539-5651
114 Railroad St. • Earlville

 815-246-8261
385 Chicago Rd. • Paw Paw 

815-627-8552

Black Bros. Co.
501 9th Ave. • Mendota

815- 539-7451

City of Mendota
800 Washington St. • Mendota

815-539-7459

Mendota Monument Co.
606 S. Main St. • Mendota

815-539-7276

Sullivans Foods
1102 Meriden St. • Mendota

815-539-9341

Schimmer Inc.
Chevrolet - Buick

Rt. 251 South • Mendota
815-539-9343

www.schimmergm.com

First State Bank of Van Orin
200 N Main St. • 815-638-2111

Member FDIC
Malden Banking Center

302 W. Main St. • 815-643-2121
Member FDIC

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave. • Mendota

815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet, Inc.
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave.

Sublette
815-849-5232 or 800-227-5203
www.vaessenbrothers.com

Triple Service
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling & 

Electric
801 Monroe St • Mendota

815-539-3828

Kurt Bruno, Agent
State Farm Insurance

1103 Main St. • Mendota
815-539-3878

Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul & Matt Ramer

4266 E. 4th Rd. • Mendota
815-539-5321

McDonald’s
2701 12th St. • 1503 13th Ave.

Mendota

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza

Mendota • 815-539-3811

Police • Fire  • Ambulance
Mendota Police Department 

(non-emergency)

815-539-9331

LaSalle County Sheriff’s Department
815-433-2161

Lee County Sheriff’s Department
815-284-6631

Bureau County Sheriff’s Department
815-875-3344

Illinois State Police District 17 • Emergency: 911 • Non-emergency: 815-224-1171

May 10-16, 2020

Ben Bentley
Part-time Officer

Daniel Hernandez
Officer

Brandon Hornung
Part-time Officer

Lucas Kammerer
Officer

Tyler Kent
Deputy Chief

Amy Mann
Sergeant

Mary McWade
Admin. Assistant

Paul Petersen
Officer/Investigator

Joshua Sarver
Officer

Zach Urbanski
Officer

Sam Buchanan
Officer

Chad Hochstatter
School Resource Officer

Tammy Kackert
Telecommunicator/Clerk

Greg Kellen
Chief

Ryan Krewer
Part-time Officer

Seth Martin
Officer

John Myers
Sergeant

Jose Raya
Officer/FTO

Randy Tucker
Officer

Abram Yucus
Officer

We Salute The Area’s Finest For Going 
Above And Beyond The Call Of Duty!

Mendota Police Department
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Brought to you each week by

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: When will the season 
finale of “S.W.A.T.” air? 
Were they done filming be-
fore the pandemic stopped 
production? -- E.O.

A: The final episode of the 
current season of “S.W.A.T.” 
should air May 20 on CBS. 
Many shows had to cut 
their seasons short by a few 
episodes, but “S.W.A.T.” 
only had to shave it by one. 
The “missing” episode is 
an eventful one that reflects 
back on the 1992 Los Ange-
les riots. The original air date 
was supposed to be April 29, 
which was the 28th anniver-
sary of the riots. 

According to Dead-
line.com, Shawn Ryan, 
the showrunner behind 
“S.W.A.T.,” stated that the 
flashback-heavy hour now 
“will probably become either 
our season premiere or an 
early episode in season four, 
but we WILL get around to 
filming that episode, because 
that’s a special one, to look 
back at the riots through 
the perspective of a teenage 
Hondo [Shemar Moore].” 

***
Q: I want to see the new 

series “Mrs. America” about 
the ERA movement, but I 
don’t have Hulu. I’m tired of 

C. Blanchett

there being so many stream-
ing services, and I don’t want 
to pay all the monthly fees, 
so I’m just keeping cable 

and that’s it. 
Will “Mrs. 
A m e r i c a ” 
be on DVD 
or  some -
thing some-
day? -- K.J.

A: The 
s t reaming 

service Hulu has made a deal 
with the FX channel to air all 
its content, but “Mrs. America” 
is the first FX show to premiere 
on Hulu first. Word is that in a 
few months, “Mrs. America,” 
which stars two-time Oscar 
winner Cate Blanchett, will 
air in its entirety on the FX 
network, which you can find 
on cable, so keep your fingers 
crossed.

I don’t see as many series 
available on DVD as there used 
to be, but you can always check 
Amazon in about six months to 
see if a boxed set is available.

“Mrs. America” is a nine-
part series about the birth of 
the Equal Rights Amendment 
(ERA) in the 1960s. Blanch-
ett plays Phyllis Schafly, a 
conservative opponent of the 
movement, and Rose Byrne 
(“Damages”) stars as feminist 
activist Gloria Steinem. 

***
Q: Is it true that the actor 

who stars in “Better Call Saul” 
has coronavirus? Is he going to 
be OK? -- O.G.

A: If you’re referring to 
Bob Odenkirk, who plays the 
sneaky lawyer Jimmy, AKA 
Saul, on the “Breaking Bad” 
spinoff, it was actually his son, 
Nathan, who had the coronavi-
rus. Fortunately he’s recovered, 
and it looks like Bob did not 
contract the bug.

Odenkirk started out his 
career as a writer for sketch 
comedy shows like “Satur-
day Night Live,” and Nathan 
appears to have inherited his 
father’s talents, as he’s writ-
ing for the humor magazine 
“Inquirist.” Nathan previously 
worked a production assistant 
on “Jimmy Kimmel Live!” and 
also has a few acting credits. 

Fortunately, “Better Call 
Saul” had already finished 
production of season five 
before the pandemic, so this is 
one series that isn’t being post-
poned or cut short. The season 
finale aired April 20 on AMC.

Send me your questions at 
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.
com, or write me at KFWS, 
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803.

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Strange
But True

• Trivia Test •
1. GEOGRAPHY: Which is 

the only country to have three 
capital cities?

2. MOVIES: What year did the 
first Academy Awards ceremony 
take place? 

3. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: In police radio code, what 
does 10-31 mean?

4. U.S. STATES: What state 
would a Hoosier come from?

5. LANGUAGE: What does 
the Latin phrase “carpe noctem” 
mean?

6. GAMES: What color prop-
erty is Kentucky Avenue in the 
Monopoly board game?

7. ANIMAL KINGDOM: 
What do you call an animal that 
eats plants and meat?

8. SCIENCE: What is the 
study of mycology?

9. MEDICAL: What is a more 
common name for varicella?

10. AWARDS: Which group 
has received the most Nobel 
Peace prizes?

Answers
1. South Africa -- Capetown 

(legislative), Bloemfontein (judi-
cial) and Pretoria (administrative)

2. 1929
3. Crime in progress
4. Indiana
5. Seize the night
6. Red
7. An omnivore
8. The study of fungi
9. Chickenpox
10. The International Com-

mittee of the Red Cross, with 
three awards

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., 
Inc.

By Lucie Winborne
* Chickens can see and 

dream in full color. They also 
can taste saltiness, but not 
sweetness.

* Albino lobsters are the 
only variety that doesn’t turn 
red when cooked. But don’t 
count on testing this anytime 
soon, as the odds of catching 
one in the wild are estimated 
at one in 100 million!

* In 1834, American physi-
cian John Cooke Bennet added 
tomatoes to ketchup, which 
previously consisted of fish or 
mushrooms. As tomatoes con-
tain a healthy dose of vitamins 
and antioxidants, Bennet then 
branded his sauce as a cure for 
diarrhea, indigestion, jaundice 
and rheumatism.

* Japanese high schools 
often enforce strict confor-
mance when it comes to hair. 
Half of Tokyo’s schools require 
students whose locks aren’t 
naturally black to prove it with 
baby pictures, while in 2017, 
a Japanese student sued her 
school after being forced to 
darken her hair with dye.

* Contrary to what you’d 
likely expect, this juicy citrus 
fruit wasn’t named for its 
bright hue. Instead, the word 
“orange” came to us from a 
transliteration of the Sanskrit 
“naranga,” which was in turn 
derived from the Tamil “naru,” 
meaning “fragrant,” which 
describes its blossoms.

* Singularity chess is played 
on a board that’s distorted in 
the center, allowing for some 
pieces to make U-turns and 
attack the same square in a 
variety of ways, while bishops 
can change square colors. 

* The first vending machine 
was invented by Greek math-
ematician Hero of Alexandria 
and dispensed holy water after 
a coin was inserted. Hero also 
came up with the first steam en-
gine and the first wind-powered 
machine -- a whopping 2,000 
years before the Industrial 
Revolution. 

* Russian author Vladimir 
Nabokov composed most of his 
major novels on index cards, 
storing blank ones under his 
pillow in readiness for a visit 
from the muse.

***
Thought for the Day: “The 

most wasted of days is one 
without laughter.” -- e.e. 
cummings

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Jen-
nifer Lopez and her main 
squeeze, Alex Rodriguez, 
aka A-Rod, have joined 
forces with 
J.P. Morgan 
Chase Bank 
in bidding 
for a sizable 
ownership 
of The New 
York Mets 
b a s e b a l l 
team. The catch is they’ll 
have to raise upwards of $2.6 
billion to make the deal.

Cameron Diaz made 43 
films and is a major star. 
Yet in 2018 she walked 
away from it all. On Jan. 
5, 2015, at age 47, she wed 
musician Benji Madden, of 
The Madden Brothers and the 
pop-rock band Good Char-
lotte. On Dec. 30, 2019, she 
gave birth to their daughter, 
Raddix Chloe Wildflower 
Madden. Her last film was 
the reboot of “Annie,” star-
ring Jamie Foxx. Bookies in 
Vegas are already laying odds 
as to how long she’ll be able 
to stick with just motherhood 
before being lured back to 

C. Diaz

movie-making.
If you were a fan of “The 

Saint,” either the ‘60s TV 
series with Roger Moore or 
the 1997 film with Val Kilmer, 
get ready for Chris Pine to be 
Simon Templer in a reboot.

***
When Doris Day passed 

away on May 13, 2019, at 
age 97, due to pneumonia, her 
net worth was $200 million. 
Quite an accomplishment 
when you learn that in April 
1968, when longtime husband 
and manager Marty Melcher 
died, she was broke thanks 
to his bad investments and 
the embezzling ways of his 
partner, Jerome Rosenthal, 
who helped himself to her 
money. She sued and regained 
$22.8 million from him.

A recent auction brought 
in $3 million, and among 
her treasures were her 1930 
Ford Model A Rumble Seat 
Roadster, called “Butter-
cup,” with 35,142 miles. 
It sold for $96,000. Her 
1957 Golden Globe Award 
for World Film Favorite 
earned $25,600, while her 
“Pillow Talk” Globe went 
for $22,400. Her Columbia 

Records gold record for “Que 
Sera, Sera” (1956) went for 
$15,625 and “Secret Love” 
(1959) sold for $16,000.

A brooch worn when she 
put her footprints in Grau-
man’s Chinese Theatre’s ex-
clusive Forecourt of the Stars 
went for $40,625, while her 
“Doris Day Show” director’s 
chair set sold for $16,000. 
A 20-pound elephant jar-
diniere, a gift from Rock 
Hudson, garnered $15,625. 
Her overlook sign from her 
home took in $16,000, her 
mom’s 14k gold and gem 
set went for $21,875, while 
her 14k gold poodle charm 
bracelet sold for $15,625. 
One of her own original oil 
paintings sold for $31,250, 
while a Tony Bennett oil 
painting sold for $15,625.

The heir to her estate was 
her grandson son, Ryan. All 
the proceeds from the auc-
tion went to The Doris Day 
Animal Foundation, which 
she established in 1978. The 
times I met and photographed 
her, she was an absolute 
delight, a sunny day!

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Couch Theater
(Movies reviewed in this 

week’s column have recently 
been released on streaming 
video and DVD.)

“Guns Akimbo” (R) -- 
Deep in an internet culture 
that’s devoid of humanity 
and compassion lie the fans 
of a live-streamed, real-life, 
to-the-death war game called 
Skizm. Maybe not so deep 
after all, since everyone is 
watching, including Miles 
(Daniel Radcliffe), a game 
developer with a Skizm-troll-
ing pastime. But then Miles is 
drugged and dropped into the 
game, pitted against actual 
bad guys and girls. His hands 
have guns literally bolted to 
them and in order to right 
this mess he’ll have to battle 
to the bloody end against 
professional cold-blooded 
killers, chief among them 
an extraordinarily successful 
player named Nix (Samara 
Weaving). It’s a mix of hy-
per action and dark comedic 
moments that will appeal to 
those with short attention 
spans. It’s brash and rude, 
and I thought it was quite fun.

“The Rhythm Section” 

(R) -- Stephanie (Blake 
Lively) lost her family in a 
plane crash. She’s not dealing 
with it well -- mired in a haze 
of drug abuse, prostitution 
and general self-destructive 
behavior -- when a journalist 
comes along to tell her that 
the plane crash was the work 
of terrorists. She cleans up, 
connects with ex-MI6 agent 
Boyd (Jude Law) and begins 
tracking down the terrorist 
organization responsible for 
her family’s deaths, along the 
way assuming the identity of 
a murdered spy. The deal is 
that this was supposed to be 
the start of a series, based on 
the Stephanie Patrick books 
by Mark Burrell. Unfortu-
nately, it shows because I 
kept getting the feeling that it 
is a set up. Too bad, because 
I really like Blake Lively, 
especially in a role where 
she’s not just glamorously 
beautiful all the time. 

“The Assistant” (R) -- 
Junior assistant to a movie 
mogul, Jane (Julia Garner) 
is the invisible nonperson 
who does the jobs nobody 
wants to do: making coffee, 

scheduling flights, filing, 
cleaning stains on the cast-
ing couch in her predatory 
boss’s office. It’s a day in the 
life, if you can call it a life, 
and it’s a slow and tortuous 
recounting of the moments 
we look away in order to 
not rock the boat. The me-
too message is obvious, as 
is the character reference to 
Harvey Weinstein in the boss 
we never see but who makes 
our skin crawl nonetheless.

“Swift” (NR) -- An ani-
mated kids’ movie featuring 
an orphaned swift named 
Manou, who is raised by 
seagulls and must prove 
himself in time to travel south 
for the winter. He meets a 
handful of swifts who help 
him find his own unique 
strengths -- a bird in two 
worlds. The big-name voices 
are Kate Winslet and Willem 
Dafoe, who play Manou’s 
seagull parents. It’s full CGI 
and features swooping flight 
sequences, but it lacks laughs 
and, sadly, true heart.

(c) 2020 King Features 
Synd., Inc.
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May 4-8, 2020
Thanks to all area teachers - from your Principals!

HOLY CROSS
Reverend Peter Pilon

Diane Barr
Brooke Chapman
Cheryl Connelly

Michaela DeLong
Laura Doyle

Heather Friedlein
Karen Happ

Kylie Hornung
Laura Knapp
Sarah Motter
Steven Patrick

Marion Quintana
Jennifer Weber

Pat Williams

MENDOTA HIGH SCHOOL
Kyle Amati

Jason Artman
Jayne Barnes
Holly Beals

Veronica Becker
Brian Blumhorst
Therese Busard

Janice Campbell
Todd Doyle

Adrianne Espinoza-Zamora
Matt Gehm

Tammy Guerrero
Kate Guglielmetti

Keegan Hill
Kellie Hochstatter

Susan House
Mitch Landgraf
Shawn LeRette
Jennifer Masini

Matt Meyer
Rob Nunn

Tricia Pinter-Kramer
Heath Raley

Kaitlynn Rippentrop
David Ross

Melissa Sallee
Lori Schrock
Aaron Sester

Scott Siri
Brock Sondgeroth

Alissa Stewart
Eric Straughn
Rachel Tarr
Lisa Tillman
Amy Wilson

Kevin Wohrley
Brock Zinke

NORTHBROOK
Mike Anderson
Kristian Barajas

Antoinette Calhan
Dion Christman
Nicole Cromwell

Emily Clark
Kylie Clary

Michael Dalton
Emlee Dooley

Rebecca Duinea
Ellen Eich

Megan Gatza
Sarah Gehant
Vickie Gehm
William Hall

Laurie Joerger
Hannah Keesee

Angela Kent
Dave Knottnerus
Megan Larem
Greg Locascio

Lauren Mehrkens
Tricia Olin

Regina Perryman
Kelly Poremba
Kerry Preston

Rachel Ramirez
Rachel Sabin
Sara Schaefer

Brandon Scheppers
Lori Schrock

Amanda Simpson
Kari Shaw
Tom Slater
Jillian Smith

Michelle Spatafora
Kaitlyn Thanepohn

Katie Videgar
Wilson Wright
James Younger
Lindsey Zidow
Jordan Zoelzer

LINCOLN
Susan Ambler
Kelly Becker
Amy Brewer

Allison Buettner
Danielle Buettner

Valerie Chase
Dion Christman
Matthew Chulfin

Petra Estrada
Alicia Foster

Kimberly Freund
Hannah Halberg
Vanessa Holmes
Angie Jackson
Karen Johnson
Mary Kieffer

Stephanie Kleckner
Tina Klein

Selena Kweder
Amy Leffelman

Amanda Madine
Kim Menzel
Beth Novak

Stacie O’Brien
Denise Oesterlin

Erin Sester
Kaitlynn Sondgeroth

Heather Waldron

BLACKSTONE
Lauren Akre
Amy Brewer

Natalie Crocker
Hanna Gallagher
Hannah Halberg

Tara Huffaker
Mary Kieffer

Stephanie Kleckner
Carrie Klein

Ashley Lamps
Amy Lindenmeyer

Cara Ludwick
Terri Mikolasek

Michelle Nurnberg
Stacy O’Sadnick

Geina Parks
Amy Prusator

Elizabeth Quintana
Aubrey Smith
Tanya Smith
Juli Wixom
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•  Visit our chatbot Clare, a digital assistant, 
    at os� ealthcare.org

•  Text OSF to 67634 to connect with 
OSF COVID Companion, a FREE 
text messaging tool

•  Call the COVID-19 Nurse Hotline* 
    at 1-833-OSF-KNOW (833-673-5669)

*Staffed by RNs and other health care professionals.

OSF HealthCare has THREE ways to connect 
you 24/7 to trustworthy information 

about novel coronavirus (COVID-19).

OSF HEALTHCARE
KEEPING YOU CONNECTED AND INFORMED

Stop by for your free  
State Farm Insurance  
and Financial Review®.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Protect  
your family. 
 

Prepare  
for their future.

I can help with both.

1001386.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Kurt Bruno, Agent
1103 Main Street

Mendota, IL  61342
Bus: 815-539-3878

kurt.bruno.gtoz@statefarm.com

The Very Best 
Assisted
Living

Now is the ideal time 
to make this move.
• Well-designed apartments 
• Chef-prepared meals 
• Medication management
• Robust schedule of activities
• Transportation
• 24-hour care 
  Why wait?

A convenient, comfortable 
& secure lifestyle is 
available just for you.

To learn more, call Amy at (815) 910-5300 today!

Limited Time SpecialNew Resident Move-Ins Will Receive...
$1000 off 3rd and 6th Month’s Rent AND 

a High Definition Flat Screen TV!
(*Additional Specials for Couples*)

1700 Burlington St, Mendota, IL 61342
StonecroftVillage.com

PET
FRIENDLY

Celebrate Mom!
Stop in and check out our variety of flowering 

trees, roses, hanging baskets, flowers and more!

Quality Plants
Knowledgeable Staff

Incredible Value
Great Selection

417 E. US-34, Mendota • 815-538-4800
Hours: Mon-Sat 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

& Sun 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
www.ekananursery.com
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Gift 
Cards are 
available!

In Loving Memory of
BOB (BOMPS) KNOPP,

who went to heaven
May 8, 2002.

Promise me you 
won’t forget,

the way I used to smile,
how my blue eyes

 would shine.
Promise me you 

won’t forget,
your memory we treasure,

loving you always,
forgetting you never.

For someone who 
meant so much

and loved by all he knew,
who left behind a trail 
of tears and precious 

memories too.
We loved the sunshine 

in his smile
and kindness in his heart,

but heaven saw 
that he was tired,

which meant 
we had to part.

For he was someone
wonderful and words 

just can’t convey,
how much we 

wish he was here
once more, with us today.

May the winds of 
Heaven blow

softly and whisper 
in your ear

how much we love 
and miss you
and wish that 

you were here.
You’re my hero, Dad!
Dearly loved and sadly 

missed forever,
Cheryl, Merrill, 
Matt, Maurine,

Mason, Morgan, 
Michelle, Tony,

Ava, Addisyn, 
Mike & Amanda

IN
MEMORIAM

Ag building taking shape
Vissering Construction workers reinforce the frame of the phase 1 building in IVCC’s new Ag Complex. The 
foundation was poured the third week in April and the frame erected last week. The building will house a tractor, 
planter, tiller and other high-tech implements used by ag program students and instructors. (Photo contributed)

MENDOTA – The City 
of Mendota reminds citizens 
that Chapter 41.49 of the 
Mendota Municipal Code in 
regard to Prohibited Parking 
reads as follows:

• Parking is prohibited 
along both sides of First 
Avenue for the entire length 
of the avenue.

• Parking is prohibited on 
the east side of Sixth Avenue 
from Second Street to Fifth 
Street.

• Parking is prohibited on 
the east side of Main Street 
from Sixth Street to Wash-
ington Street.

• Parking is prohibited on 
the south side of Washington 
Street from Pennsylvania 
Avenue to Iowa Street.

• Parking is prohibited on 
both sides (north and south) 
of Washington Street from 
Iowa Street to U.S. Route 251.

Prohibited Parking
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LaSalle, Bureau, Marshall-Putnam 
Extension honors senior 4-H members

LA SALLE COUNTY 
- The University of Illinois 
Extension Bureau, LaSalle 
and Marshall-Putnam 4-H is 

honoring the seniors of 2020. 
The first week’s honoree is 
Molly Boyd.

Boyd is a member of 
the PC Progressors, Mar-

shall-Putnam Federation 
(officer), and is a Mar-
shall-Putnam Ambassador. 
She has participated in Soo 
4-H Sewing SPIN club in 
Marshall-Putnam, but says 
that she enjoys cooking 
projects the most. [This is 
because] “I will forever 
remember waking up and 
staying up at crazy times to 
bake with my gramma,” she 
explained.

In 4-H, Boyd learned to 
speak to people other than her 
family members, introduce 
herself to new people, be a 
leader and so much more. 
“4-H has shaped me into 
the person that I am today,” 
she said.

4-H plays a big role in 
many of her best including 
numerous fashion reviews, 
achievement nights, 4-H fun 
days and 4-H fairs.

Boyd’s advice to younger 
4-H’ers is “be willing to lis-

ten to advice from people that 
have had more experience.” 
Her plans for the future are 
to attend a two-year college 
and transfer to a university 
or go straight to a four-year 
university to obtain a degree 
in agriculture business.

“I would like to thank my 
mom (Helen Lenkaitis), my 
gramma (Jane Lenkaitis), 
Margy Mattern, Tonni Wink, 
Tammy Brown, Anne Scheel, 
Sidney Wilson and so many 
others,” Boyd said.

If you have questions or 
for information about joining 
4-H, e-mail Toni Pienta at 
fusinatt@illinois.edu for 
LaSalle County, Danielle 
Gapinski des85@illinois.
edu for Bureau County or 
Anne Scheel at amscheel@
illinois.edu for Marshall-Put-
nam, or call U of I Extension 
– Bureau, LaSalle, Marshall, 
Putnam Unit at (815) 224-
0889.  

NIU Community School of the Arts 
offering online music lessons this summer
• Lessons open to all ages on a variety of musical instruments

DEKALB - Registration is now open for 
online private music lessons through the NIU 
Community School of the Arts. Lessons are 
available for a wide variety of instruments 
and the online sessions will begin in June.

NIU music students and faculty will teach 
the private online lessons, as well as expe-
rienced community-based artists and music 
educators. Teachers and students will select 
online conferencing software prior to starting 
lessons. The six weekly music lessons will 
take place from the safety of home between 
June 15 and July 24 at a time convenient for 
student and teacher.

Community members of all ages and skill 
levels are invited to participate in private 
online music lessons to brush up old skills 
or learn a new instrument. Lessons are avail-
able on many musical instruments, including 
violin, cello, piano and guitar, plus clarinet, 
flute, viola, harp, saxophone, drums and more. 
All lessons are taught remotely using online 
conferencing software.

Please visit www.csa.niu.edu to find 
summer 2020 information and online reg-

istration. Register for CSA summer online 
music lessons by June 5.

The NIU Community School of the Arts 
offers year-round programming in music 
and the arts. Find more information, teacher 
biographies and registration forms at www.
csa.niu.edu or by calling the NIU Commu-
nity School of the Arts at (815) 753-1450, 
8 a.m.–4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Calling all pollinator fans: U. of I. seeks citizen scientists
MENDOTA - For the 

second year, University of 
Illinois Extension is calling 
all lovers of bees, butterflies, 
and other pollinators that 
keep our crops and gardens 
growing to join scientists in 
tracking their distribution 
and habitat use across the 
state. As social distancing ad-
visories remain in effect for 
Illinois, volunteers have an 
opportunity to gather critical 
information on pollinators in 
Illinois from the comfort of 
their home. 

I-Pollinate is a citizen-sci-
ence research initiative 
through the University of 
Illinois, Urbana-Champaign 
with support from Illinois 
Farm Bureau. Volunteers 
can join up to three re-
search projects: planting a 
“study” garden to observe 
which ornamental flowers 
pollinators prefer, tracking 
monarch butterfly egg and 
caterpillar abundance, or 
recording bumblebee and 
honeybee sightings to help 
create accurate distribution 
maps for Illinois.

The results may help 
declining insect populations, 
including critical pollina-
tors of crops and flowering 
plants. Previous research has 
estimated that 40 percent of 
all insect species are at risk 
of extinction in the coming 
decades, a decline driven 
primarily by habitat loss. 

These at-risk species in-
clude the monarch butterfly. 
I-Pollinate volunteers gather 
critical data that Dr. David 
Zaya of the Illinois Natural 
History Survey use for mon-
arch conservation research.

Science at home, with 
friends and family

Previous volunteers say 
I-Pollinate is a great excuse 
to spend time outdoors and 
is easy enough to be a family 
activity with children. Some 
shared their new-found re-
search skills and pollinator 
knowledge with others in 
their schools, church or 
community groups.

Extension Horticulture 
Educator Kelly Allsup 
worked with a number of 
Extension Master Gardener 
volunteers on I-Pollinate 
last summer. “We learned 
how to identify what’s in 
our gardens, but also about 
the scientific process,” said 
Allsup. “Even no data is 
data that the scientists need 
to make recommendations 
on what plants can support 
pollinators.”

In one of the I-Pollinate 
projects, designed by ento-
mology professor Dr. Alex 

Harmon-Threatt, volunteers 
are producing some of the 
first-ever research on orna-
mental plants as pollinator 
food. “Instead of relying on 
internet sources that may not 
always be based on science, 
we’re contributing to new 
research that shows, for ex-
ample, plant sweet alyssum 
instead of marigolds for the 
bees,” said Allsup.

Citizen scientists from 
rural areas play an import-
ant role

I-Pollinate scientists 
agree there is a particular 
need for data from rural 
areas. Many volunteers 
come from population cen-
ters which, while providing 
important data, also leaves 
blank spots on the map.

“We hope more residents 
in rural areas will join us 
this year,” said Michael 
McKelvey, who manages 
the BeeSpotter project within 
I-Pollinate. “And if you are 

traveling within Illinois, 
Indiana, Missouri or Ohio, 
you can still snap a photo of 
that bumblebee you see and 
submit it to BeeSpotter. For 
creatures as small and hard to 
spot as bees, flies, and moths, 
there’s really no substitute for 
citizen scientists.”

Learn more
To learn more about be-

coming a citizen scientist, 
visit ipollinate.illinois.edu. 
Prospective volunteers are 
encouraged to attend the 
I-Pollinate informational 
webinar on May 7 and can 
register to attend online. If 
space for the webinar fills up, 
a recording will be available 
soon after.

I-Pollinate is a collab-
oration between U of I 
Department of Entomology, 
Illinois Extension, Illinois 
Natural History Survey, and 
the Office for Mathematics, 
Science, and Technology 
Education.
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Boyd

Stielow receives Road 
to Success Scholarship

MENDOTA – McConville Insurance of Mendota along 
with Grinnell Mutual of Grinnell, Iowa, has named Alli 
Stielow of Mendota as one of 80 recipients of a 2020 Road 
to Success Scholarship.

“We’re happy to recognize Alli’s academic accomplish-
ments and safe driving record with a Road to Success Schol-
arship, and we wish Alli the very best in future endeavors,” 
said Frank McConville of McConville Insurance in Mendota.

Stielow was selected from thousands of Grinnell Mutual 
policyholders based on excellence in the classroom and 
a safe driving record. Her parents are Shawn Stielow and 
Angela Stielow.

McConville Insurance is an independent insurance agency 
serving Mendota and the surrounding area. The agency pro-
vides several lines of personal and business insurance products 
and represents Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company.

Alli Stielow, left, accepts a 2020 Road to Success 
Scholarship from Frank McConville of McConville 
Insurance in Mendota. (Photo contributed)

Northbrook announces 3rd quarter honor rolls
MENDOTA – North-

brook School has announced 
third quarter honor rolls.

Eighth Grade High 
Honors: Eithun Atkins, 
Connor Bailey, Paul Bailey, 
Madelyn Becker, Kamdyn 
Becket, Edan Bell, ReAnna 
Brant, Emma Clark, Logan 
Dewey, Kylie Donovan, 
Nataliya Durbin, Olivia 
Eddy, Joshua Figueroa, Bria 
Frey, William Hall, Bryan 
Herrera, Kiara Johnson, 
Aubree Jones, Ava Jones, 
Lilly Leifheit, Bridget Mc-
Gann, Carlos Mora II, Emma 
Pierce, Anabelia Ramirez, 
Arrayo Ramirez, Justin 
Randolph, Tristan Redcliff, 
Karly Reel, Natalia Salinas, 
Jenah Sims, Jessica Terrazas, 
Grace Wasmer and Adrian 
Zarate-Diaz.

Eighth Grade Honor 
Roll: Ava Arteaga, Jace 
Baird, Landon Bauer, Lil-
lianna Caruso, Kimberly 
Cedillo, Samuel Christmann, 
Alex Contreras, Kyan Coo-
per, Araceli Diaz, Payton 
Diaz, Alexa Escatel, Lo-
gan Fahr, Mariah Figueroa, 
Vanessa Gomez, Cecilia 
Guevara, Janet Guzman, 
Ashley Hermosillo, Shanel 
Kerchner, Kaleb Kleckner, 
Trekker Klema, Miguel La-
kowske, Alexander Liden, 
Fredy Mandujano, Julian 
Muller, Kenneth Mullins, 
Brenda Palacios, Hannah 
Rich, Diego Sandoval, Ja-
cob Saylor, Cale Strouss, 
Valerie Valdes, Johnathan 
Wirebaugh and Drake Zell. 

Seventh Grade High 
Honors: Eric Aranda, Ava 
Beetz, Shelby Bentley, Jaxon 
Cooper, Cameron Escatel, 
Jesus Escobar, Braiden Free-
man, Claire Hanson, Quin 
Holland, Juliana Kappes, 
Andrianna Karahalios, Cam-
eron Kelly, Anthony Kel-
son, Samuel Matura, Travis 
Mumm, Gresy Patel, Heli 

Patel, Kaley Siemer, Brielle 
Smith, Ulysses Soto, Faith 
Villegas and Jillian Younger.

Seventh Grade Honor 
Roll: Fernando Arteaga, 
Noemi Arteaga, Ashley 
Caracheo, Conner Cham-
bers, Katelyn Cook, Ella 
Coss, Lorelei Denny, Na-
thaniel DeWaele, Ashley 
Garcia, Crystal Garcia, Kay-
la Hernandez, Kaleb Houle, 
Horacio Huizar, Kennedy 
Knaff, Dessa Komitas, Cam-
eron Kordick, Brisa Nunez, 
Sophia Pappas, Reyli San-
doval, Rios Sandoval, Ja-
son Schroeder, Maybrianna 
Schultz, Joshua Sondgeroth, 
Lea Turner and Gabriel 
Vallejo.

Sixth Grade High Hon-
ors: Johnathan Beaty, John 
Biggs, Gracie Botts, Janae 
Carr, Litzy Celis, Johan Cor-
tez, Airam Cuevas, Harlan 
Gallagher, Vivian George, 
Sofia Gomez, Gianna Hall, 
Colin Kain, Aubrey Kofoid, 
Hannah Kunz, Stephanie 
Medina, Katelyn Mikolasek, 
Ramiro Palacios, Jessica 
Reel, Janelle Rodriguez, 
Ariana Sanchez, Leah Stam-
berger, Sydney Tolley, Carlos 
Toribio and Talia White.

Sixth Grade Honor Roll: 
Allyssah Arteaga, Julius Ar-
teaga, Keegan Beetz, Vivian 
Begley, Ruby Bielema, Kate 
Biers, Christionah Brown, 
Milianna Castaneda, Ally 
Denault, Sara Diaz, Caeleb 
Ensor, Yair Godina, Kylie 
Goldblatt, Hector Gonzalez, 
Sienna Gonzalez, Mateo 
Goy, Victor Hermosillo, 
Samara Hernandez, Sean 
Indigo, Chase Johnson, Bro-
dy Kaecker, Tristan Loomis, 
Hannah Mann, Luis Nunez, 
Aiden Redcliff, Mauricio 
Salinas, Anthony Seablom, 
Cara Stewart, Keegen Stew-
art, Anna Valdes, Giselle 
Vallejo, Jayden Wehrs and 
Madison Work-McLain.

Fifth  Grade High 
Honors: Brooklyn Baxa, 
Drew Becker, Ivan Botello, 
Abygail Buettner, Briza 
Cervantes, Evelyn Cervant-
es, Miley Chavez, Devin 
Cooper, Michelle Cuevas, 
Meghan Dewey, Arihanna 
Figueroa, Kyra Finley, Karen 
Flores, Karissa Freeman, 
Caleb Ganther, Julian Gon-
zalez, Alyna Guerra, Benoni 
Hernandez, Cole Kleckner, 
Ada Krull, Angel Negron, 
Eden Pecher, Addison Perry-
man, Daniel Pierce, Brianna 
Russell, Owen Schroeder, 
Liam Sheppard, Emily Sond-
geroth, Irene Soto, Gavin 
Stevenson, Kathryn Strouss, 
Karson Sundberg, Cayden 
Taliani, Cam Wasmer, Mi-
randa Wheeler, Ryder Woods 
and Kyle Wright. 

Fifth Grade Honor Roll: 
Adrian Arteaga, Daniela 
Arteaga, Karla Ascensio, 
Alexa Carlos, Melanie Car-
los, Cesar Casas, Monserrat 
Chavez, Ava Christmann, 
Lexi Cocanour, Ian Cole, 
Bailey Corrigan, Emma 
Corrigan, Lilyanna Delaluz, 
Tyler DeWaele, Adan Estra-
da, Gianni Figueroa, Har-
low Foltynewicz, Damien 
Garcia, Gael Garcia, Laina 
Gonzales, Christian Gonza-
lez, Javier Hernandez, Berat 
Imeri, Marcelah Jackson, 
Layla Karahalios, Calum 
King, Kalib Majka, Daw-
son McPheeters, Alexys 
Melendez, Madilyn Muller, 
MaKenzie Mumm, Madrick 
Musgrove, Lukas Nelson, 
Enola Nicholson, Kashia 
Ortega-Jaramillo, Nicolas 
Pantoja, Sophia Renoud, 
Favian Romero, Marely 
Romero, Bailey Ryan, Zach-
ary Schmidt, Erik Vasquez, 
Aaron Venegas, Stormie 
Whildin, Owen Willoughby, 
Ruben Yuquilima, Danie-
la Zarate-Diaz and Ethan 
Ziegler.

HONOR STUDENTS

COUNTRY Financial to donate $3 million to first responders, healthcare workers through Operation Helping Heroes
• Program will provide funding for essential equipment, supplies and support

BLOOMINGTON –As the COVID-19 pandemic continues 
to spread across the U.S. and add pressure to the nation’s 
hospitals, healthcare workers and first responders, COUNTRY 
Financial is stepping in to provide funds for much-needed 
equipment and supplies. Through its Operation Helping 
Heroes program, the company will donate $3 million to first 
responders, medical workers and military service members 
in the communities it does business in.

“Healthcare workers and first responders are on the front-
lines of the COVID-19 pandemic, risking their lives every 
day to take care of those in our communities. We believe 

it’s our responsibility to take care of them,” said Tim Harris, 
executive vice president for COUNTRY Financial.  

COUNTRY Financial announced earlier this year that 
it would donate $1 million through its Operation Helping 
Heroes program to first responders and military service 
members.  However, in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the company will now triple its investment in the program. 
The $3 million donation will be allocated to the company’s 
more than 2,000 representatives and agents who will each be 
able to provide funds to support their local first responders.

“Each community we serve relies on first responders and 

medical professionals to assist in what may be their most 
uncertain life event, and we want to help make sure they have 
the resources and training needed to improve outcomes,” 
Harris said.

Operation Helping Heroes was created in 2015 to support 
non-profit organizations that support active duty service 
members, veterans and their families. In 2019, COUNTRY 
Financial expanded the program and donated $700,000 to 
approximately 500 first responder and military organizations. 
Some of the funds were used to purchase lifesaving automated 
external defibrillators (AEDs), bulletproof vests, and training 
equipment and programs.
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Ag-Bag lessons provide fun for kids and parents
MARSHALL-PUTNAM - With the move from classroom 

to home, Ag-Bag lessons have been able to continue offering 
kids a hands-on learning experience. A collaboration between 
the University of Illinois Extension Marshall-Putnam Agri-
culture in the Classroom Program and the Marshall-Putnam 
Farm Bureau, the Ag-Bag lessons have received a positive 
response from families. 

Abrianne Holler, Extension Ag in the Classroom Com-
munity Worker, has received updates from parents on their 
Ag-Bags at home. One such report came from the parents 

of Cooper and Chase 
Hattan of Varna, who 
said their two sons 
took their “Let’s 
Grow at Home” Ag-
Bag to the next level. 
Since the boys had 
extra tomato and 
sweet corn seeds, 
they decided to plant 
them in half an egg 
carton. Cooper and 
Chase both said they 
look forward to wak-
ing up every morning 
and checking to see 
if they have any new 
sprouts. 

The whole Hattan 
family has gotten 
involved in this proj-
ect, as well. Carrie, the boys’ mother, noted, “Their dad even 
got into it and brought in a heat lamp to help them grow.” 

The boys plan to transplant their plants into their garden 
when the weather is warmer.

For more information, contact Abrianne Holler, Ag in the 
Classroom Community Worker with U of I Extension Mar-
shall-Putnam, at (815) 224-0889 or by e-mail at anholler@
illinois.edu. The Marshall-Putnam Extension Offi ce is located 
at 509 Front St., Henry. Other extension offi ces are located 
in Princeton, Ottawa and in Oglesby on the IVCC campus.
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MENDOTA COMPANION 
ANIMAL CENTRE

Rt. 251 N. • Mendota • 815-539-6601
M, T, TH, F 7:30am-6pm • w 8am-Noon

www.mendotavet.com

• Boarding
• Small Animals 

& Exotics

Guilfoyle & Stevenson LLP

L-R: Kathleen M. Stevenson
Michael S. Guilfoyle

GENERAL PRACTICE

Living Trusts, 
Wills, Estates, 
Real Estate, 

Business Law, 
General Practice

1316 Meriden St., Mendota, IL
815-539-6711

kati@guilfoyleandstevenson.com
michael@guilfoyleandstevenson.com TFN

Follow us!
www.ancarevet.com

1205 6th Ave. 
Mendota, IL

815-539-3844 
Open Mon-Fri

2400 Chartres St. 
La Salle

815-223-1000 
Open 7 days a week

Some of our services: Ultrasound, CT scans, Digital 
X-ray, Orthopedic surgery, Laser therapy, Canine physical 
rehabilitation, Laser and soft tissue surgery, Canine and 

Feline Boarding, Doggie daycare, Dental care, yearly 
examinations and vaccinations. 

Stephen Dullard 
DVM, ABVP 

Board Certified in Canine 
and Feline Practice

Elizabeth Seppanen 
DVM
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Veterinary technicians are 
like nurses for animals  

Nurses are essential mem-
bers of the medical commu-
nity. While it is easy to think 
of nurses in the traditional 
health care setting — admin-
istering to adults and children 
in need — nursing disciplines 
extend beyond human health 
care. Veterinary technicians, 
who are petitioning to change 
their title to veterinary nurs-
es, care for animals in much 
the same way that nurses care 
for people.

In 2015, the National As-
sociation of Veterinary Tech-
nicians in America initiated a 
conversation about changing 
the title of veterinary techni-
cians to “veterinary nurse” 
and establishing a national 
licensure process similar 
to that used for registered 
nurses. As of 2018, 12 states 
did not specify duties that 
veterinary technicians can 
perform. Many states certify, 
register or license vet techs, 
while others do not recognize 
them at all. This can make 
it challenging for veterinary 
technicians, who are highly 
educated, credentialed and 
skilled, to fi nd consistent 
work and earn the recogni-
tion they deserve. According 
to Ginny Nystrom, president 
of the Tennessee Veterinary 

Technicians Association, vet 
techs “dedicate themselves to 
assisting animals and society 
by providing care and service 
for animals, alleviating suf-
fering, and promoting public 
health.” Nystrom attests 
that vet techs are to animals 
what traditional nurses are 
to people. 

The animal welfare re-
source Vetstreet says that vet 
techs play a vital role in the 
well-being of pets. Vet techs’ 
responsibilities vary, and 
their responsibilities require 
dedication and compassion. 
Vet techs can draw blood, 
place catheters, assist in 
surgery, manage anesthesia, 
and administer medications. 
Vet techs are not allowed 
to prescribe medications, 
make diagnoses or perform 
surgeries. 

Vet techs work in private 
veterinary offi ces, animal 
hospitals, zoos, and labs. Ac-
cording to the United States 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
the demand for veterinary 
nurses was expected to in-
crease by 52 percent between 
the years 2010 and 2020. 

Vet techs require the right 
educational background 
and credentials. Credentials 
vary depending on where a 
person lives, but generally 
speaking a candidate must 
be 18 years of age or older. 
One typically enrolls in an 
accredited veterinary tech-
nology training program 
recognized and approved 
by the American Veterinary 
Medical Association. In 
Canada, a person may need 
to have a secondary school 
diploma with prerequisite 
courses in English, biology, 
chemistry, and mathematics. 
He or she should complete a 
two-year program in animal 
health technology, accredited 
by the Canadian Veterinary 
Medical Association. 

Vet techs may be required 
to pass an exam before they 
can work. On-the-job volun-
teer hours can additionally 
provide a potential vet tech 
with invaluable experience 
and also may be a component 
of licensure.

Veterinary techs provide 
care to animals much in the 
same way nurses tend to the 
human population, showcas-
ing not only their intellect but 
also their compassion.

Vets recommend the best ages to spay and neuter pets  
Animal overpopulation is a concern 

that affects the well-being of pets. The 
ASPCA says letting animals reproduce 
unchecked can lead to pet homelessness 
that results in millions of healthy cats 
and dogs being euthanized in the United 
States and Canada each year.

In addition to helping to control 
homelessness, spaying and neutering 
companion animals may have medical 
and behavioral benefi ts. As valuable 
as spaying and neutering can be, the 
procedures are not without potential 
complications. Responsible pet owners 
must weight the pros and cons of spaying 
and neutering with a qualifi ed animal 
professional.

Many veterinarians now recommend 
female and male dogs be spayed or 
neutered between the ages of six to nine 
months. Some vets say puppies can be 
neutered as young as eight weeks old as 
long as they are healthy. In fact, it has 
become the norm for rescue puppies to 
be neutered prior to being placed with 
adoptive families. Those who would 
like to follow the American Animal 
Hospital Association Canine Life Stage 
Guidelines should have small-breed 

dogs (under 45 pounds projected adult 
body weight) neutered or spayed at six 
months of age or prior to the fi rst heat. 
Large-breed dogs should be sterilized 
after growth stops, which is usually 
between nine and 15 months of age. 

The ASPCA says it is generally 
considered safe for kittens as young 
as eight weeks old to be spayed or 
neutered. Doing so can help avoid the 

start of urine spraying and eliminate 
the chances for cats to go into heat and 
become pregnant. 

Spaying and neutering has been 
shown to reduce risk for testicular 
cancer and some prostate problems. 
Sterilization also can protect against 
uterine infections and breast tumors in 
many female pets. These procedures 
may also help prevent animals from 
roaming to fi nd mates or reduce aggres-
sion problems.

Some research has pointed out that 
early neutering may lead to certain med-
ical conditions that may be preventable 
by waiting until a pup or kitten is a little 
older before having him or her go under 
the knife. Researchers at the University 
of California, Davis, conducted a study 
on golden retrievers in 2013 that found 
early neutering and spaying appeared 
to increase the risk of diseases, such 
as cranial cruciate ligament rupture, 
hemangiosarcoma, mast cell tumors, 
lymphosarcoma, and hip dysplasia. 

Working with a veterinarian can help 
pet owners make informed decisions 
about the appropriate age for a pet’s 
sterilization.  

How to help protect your dog from getting Lyme disease  
Lyme disease is a poten-

tially dangerous condition 
transmitted by the passing 
of bacteria from deer ticks 
to their unsuspecting hosts. 

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention says 
Lyme disease is the most 
common vector-borne dis-
ease in the United States and 
is also a concern in Canada, 
parts of Europe and Asia. 

Tens of thousands of 
people are diagnosed with 
Lyme disease each year. But 
Lyme disease also affects an-
imals, including dogs. Tufts 
University says the Lyme 
bacterium can cause serious 
illness in some dogs. Lyme 

disease can be diffi cult to 
detect and cause serious and 
recurring health problems. 
That is why it is essential for 
pet parents make concerted 
efforts to reduce the risk that 
their dogs become infected.

The American Veterinary 
Medical Association says 
the best way to protect pets 
against Lyme disease is to 
emphasize prevention.

• Speak with your veter-
inarian about a tick preven-
tive product that is right for 
your dog. These can include 
repellant collars, topical 
treatments and ingestible 
medications.

• Vets may recommend 

vaccination against Lyme 
disease if you live in an area 
that is home to high tick pop-
ulations. Recommendations 
also may be based on your 
pet’s lifestyle and overall 
health, among other factors.

• Address areas in the yard 
that are conducive to ticks. 
Mowing the lawn regularly 
is one way to make the back-
yard less attractive to ticks, as 
is removing leaf litter.

• Keep a clean home and 
landscape. Rodents and other 
wildlife can carry deer ticks. 
Securing trash cans, picking 
up food scraps, removing 
hiding spots and potential 
dens, and other strategies 
can keep these carriers away.

• Conduct a daily tick 
check if your dog spends 
time outside. Pay attention to 
bumps on the skin and part 
the fur so you can see where 
the coat meets the skin. Don’t 
forget to look in the ears.

• When possible, avoid 
areas where ticks may be 
found, such as tall grasses, 
wooded areas and marshes. 
Stick to trails when spending 
time in wooded areas.

Dogs with Lyme disease 
may exhibit various symp-
toms including loss of ap-
petite, fever, joint swelling, 
decreased activity, and lame-
ness. Visit the vet promptly if 
symptoms occur and do not 
abate, or are causing consid-
erable distress for your pet.

Lyme disease is a concern 
for pets. Avoidance, preven-
tive measures and outdoor 
maintenance can help reduce 
the likelihood that pets will 
contract Lyme disease.  

NOW OPEN!
Please call ahead for nail trims.

One person in the shop at a time.

918 Main St, Ste 2
Mendota, IL
815-538-2550

05042020

715 Washington St. • Mendota, IL
815-539-5651Mike Wasmer

Cooper and Chase Hattan check 
daily on their vegetable spr outs. 
(Photo contributed)
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

DISPOSAL SERVICE

Serving the Mendota Community Since 1968

Your Garbage Is Our Bread and Butter

LEE LEWIS 
DISPOSAL SERVICE

Mendota, IL
815-539-7583

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

INSURANCE COMPANY

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company! 
www.MendotaMutual.com

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

RESALE SHOP

Nightengales 
Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St

Mendota

1/2 Price
1st & 3rd Saturday

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Jesse Arellano

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
Telephone: (815) 539-5656
www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home 
loan needs, see

NMLS#1815886

MEMBER 

FDIC

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville • Paw Paw
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. • Mendota • 815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

BARN REPAIR

BARN & 
OUTBUILDING 

REPAIR
STEEL ROOFING 

& SIDING

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING

• Plumbing
• Heating
• Cooling
• Electric

Mendota: 815-539-3828
www.tripleserviceinc.com

IL Lic. #055-041123

NURSING & REHABILITATION CENTER

LANDSCAPING

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota (815)538-4800

Open May 1
Mon-Sat 8-5 and Sun 11-4.

GYM & MORE
~ New Y App & 

Rewards Program

~ Youth & Adult 
Activities

~ FREE Group 
Exercise Classes

~ Use of 
Membership at all 
Y’s

~ Low monthly 
rates

~ Young Adult 
Memberships

~ No Contracts

Mendota
815.538.2900

1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 
Mendota, IL 61342
www.ivymva.com

AUTO SALES

JP
Carole Eich

Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Mercedes-Benz

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
1409 E. Main • Mendota • (815)539-9265

 Still shopping your auto insurance to 
lower your premium? 1st Auto provides 
you with the security & expertise to 
provide you a competitive price for your 
personal & farm vehicles.
You’re 1st Rate  
So You Rate 1st!
Find out today how much you 
can save on your Personal 
Auto Insurance.

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

HARDWARE STORE

STEPHENITCH
HARDWARE

• Screen & window repair
• Pipe cut & thread

• Glass & plexiglass cut
• Computer paint matching

• Great selection
• Knowledgeable advice

1200 13th Ave., Mendota • 815-539-9394
Family owned & operated since 1893.

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500
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LOCAL AND AREA

You can still protect much, and maybe all,
of their assets for the family.

Call Joe Oettel, MCEP, CFP®  217-726-0176
Estate & Retirement Planning

Worried about losing their 
life savings?

You can still protect much, and maybe all, 
of their assets for the family.

Call for Free Consultation 800-726-4125
Protecting Families from the DEVASTATING 

Cost of Nursing Homes for 28 Years!
www.Lighthouse-Financial.com

Your Advertising Message
Can Reach The

ENTIRE STATE OF ILLINOIS
For A Surprisingly Low Cost!

Call Us Today For Details
539-9396

We’re Spreading The News…

All Over Town!
Pick up your copy of

The Mendota Reporter at any
of these fine locations:

• Bonnell’s General Store,
Sublette

• Casey’s General Store
• Earlville BP

• Beck Oil Co. Truck Stop
• Sublette BP, Sublette

• Beck Oil Co.
• Smooth Smoke & Vape

• Mendota Marathon
• Mendota Food Mart

• Mendota Shell
• Road Ranger, I-39

• Stephenitch
Do It Best Hardware

• Sullivan’s Foods
• CVS Pharmacy

• Subway

703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 
(815) 539-9396

FAX: (815) 539-7862

Your heart is the most 
important part of you. It’s 
not only a physical organ 
that keeps your blood 
pumping, but when the 
Bible refers to the heart, 
it’s talking about who you 
really are. Each person 
has an inner and an outer 
life. There’s the person 
we show to everybody 
around us and the part 
of us that only God can 
see, the part He really 
cares about. 

The Bible tells us to 
have a perfect heart. Mat-
thew 5:48 (NIV) says, 
“Be perfect, therefore, 
as your heavenly Father 
is perfect.” If you’re a 
perfectionist, this is a 
scary verse, because it’s 
a struggle to always try 

The key to having a perfect heart
to be perfect. But this 
is not what it means to 
be perfect, according to 
Scripture.

The Amplified Bible 
translation of Matthew 
5:48 says, “…Be perfect 
[growing into spiritual 
maturity both in mind 
and character, actively 
integrating godly values 
into your daily life], as 
your heavenly Father is 
perfect.” A person with 
a perfect heart is some-
one who loves God and 
always wants to grow.

What God Is Really 
Looking For

2 Chronicles 16:9 
(NIV) says, “For the 
eyes of the Lord range 
throughout the earth to 
strengthen those whose 

hearts are fully commit-
ted to him.” This verse 
doesn’t say that God 
can just work through 
those who are perfect 
but through those who 
are “fully committed to 
him.”

Just as we don’t have 
to make ourselves perfect 
before we come to Christ 
(which we couldn’t do 
anyway), we don’t need 
to behave perfectly in ev-
ery area of our life before 
God will work in us and 
through us. When I first 
started teaching a home 
Bible study years ago, 
I wore short shorts and 
smoked while I taught 
the Word, sitting on my 
living room floor. 

I had a lot of growing 
to do, but I really loved 
God and wanted to please 
Him. He met me right 
where I was and worked 
with me to get me where 
I needed to be. There’s 
always room to grow in 
my walk with Christ, and 
I’m so thankful that God 
keeps working in me and 
through me on every lev-
el of my journey, every 
day of my life.

How Committed 
Are You?

A person with a perfect 
heart is someone who 
loves God with all their 
heart, soul, mind and 
strength, and who is fully 
committed to Him. The 
question is: What areas of 
your life have you been 
holding back from God? 
Have you been giving 
Him your time, praying 
and studying the Word? 
Do you give of yourself 
to others, helping to meet 
their needs as you’re 

able? Are you managing 
your finances the way 
God wants you to, living 
within your means, sav-
ing, spending and giving 
as He puts it on your heart 
to do so?

It’s important to re-
member that whatever 
God asks us to do, it’s 
always for our good. 
Initially, it may feel sac-
rificial, giving up things 
we like or want. But as 
we obey God, we find 
later on that there was 
so much more we didn’t 
even know about, and 
what God wanted was 
much better for us in the 
long run.

More than anything 
else, the Bible says God 
wants us to love Him 
(Luke 10:27), and love 
sacrifices and obeys. The 
more we love Jesus, the 
easier it is to obey and 
trust Him. Because when 
you really love someone, 
you want to please them 
and make them happy. 
What makes God happy 
is helping you do any-
thing that will give you 
a better life.

Have a Meeting 
with Yourself

In Mark 7:15, Jesus 

says, “Nothing outside a 
person can defile them by 
going into them. Rather, 
it is what comes out of a 
person that defiles them. 
This verse makes it clear 
that it’s what comes out 
of a person’s heart that 
really matters. 

We all need to have a 
meeting with ourselves 
once in a while to exam-
ine what’s really in our 
hearts. It’s easy to smile 
and act like we’re good 
on the outside, while on 
the inside, it’s a different 
story. I remember times 
when I was in church, 
singing “I Surrender 
All” with my hands in 
the air, and thinking, “If 
Dave thinks I’m cooking 
something for him today, 
he’s got another thing 
coming.” It’s possible to 
appear to be doing one 
thing while your heart is 
somewhere else.

My goal with this mes-
sage is to help you make 
a committed decision to 
love God with all of your 
heart, and to fall in love 
with Him more and more 
every day. As you do, 
you’ll discover how it’s 
the key to having a heart 
that’s more like His…a 

perfect heart. 
***

For more on this topic, 
order Joyce’s two-teach-
ing CD series Secrets for 
a Healthy Heart. You can 
also contact us to receive 
our free magazine, En-
joying Everyday Life, by 
calling (800) 727-9673 
or visiting www.joyce-
meyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling 
author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, 
Inc. She has authored 
more than 100 books, in-
cluding BATTLEFIELD 
OF THE MIND and 
YOUR BATTLES BE-
LONG TO THE LORD 
(FaithWords). She hosts 
the Enjoying Every-
day Life radio and TV 
programs, which air on 
hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.
joycemeyer.org.

Please note:  The 
views and opinions 
expressed throughout 
this publication and/
or website are those of 
the respective authors 
and do not necessarily 
reflect those of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries.

On Memorial Day, we remember those who have passed away and 
are especially dear to us. Our time to remember will be published 

Wednesday, May 20th, devoted to those who are gone, but not forgotten.

Jane doe 
May 1, 1950 - April 23, 2012

You were a light in our life that burns 
forever in our hearts.

SAMPLE AD

Write your own or select one of the following verses below to accompany your tribute.

We hold you in our thoughts and memories forever.
May God cradle you in His arms, now and forever.
Forever missed, never forgotten. May God hold you in the palm of His hand
Thank you for the wonderful days we shared together. My prayers will be with 

you until we meet again.
The days may come and go, but the times we shared will always remain.
May the light of peace shine on your face for eternity.
May God’s angels guide you and protect you throughout time.
You were a light in our life that burns forever in our hearts.
May God’s grace shine over you for all time.
May the Lord bless you with His grace and warm, loving heart.

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

To remember your loved one in this special way send 
$10 per listing. Your special tribute will become a lasting 
memorial record in the May 20th issue of  The Mendota 

Reporter. Deadline is Friday, May 15th at Noon.

Please publish my tribute in the special Memorial Day page on May 20.
Name of Deceased: ___________________________________________________
   Please use Verse # ________       I have included my own Verse (write below)
Date of Birth: _____________________  Date of Passing:  ___________________
Signed by: __________________________________________________________
Your Verse: _________________________________________________________
 ___________________________________________________________________
 ___________________________________________________________________
 ___________________________________________________________________
 ___________________________________________________________________
The following will not be published.
Your Name: _________________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________
Daytime Phone: ______________________________________________________

Mail to: The Mendota Reporter, 703 Illinois Ave., P.O. Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342

04272020
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The Merchants 
on this page urge 

you to attend a 
house of worship 

this week.

CROSS BODY SHOP
1213 Meriden, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7010

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

PHALEN  STEEL CONSTRUCTION 
Rte. 52 North, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9391

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

STEPHENITCH  DO IT BEST HARDWARE 
1204 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9394

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St. 
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
Cell: (815) 718-2191 

Sunday Praise Worship 
Sunday school for all ages  

Traditional Worship  

Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, 
all in-person meetings, events 

and services have been postponed 
until further notice. Please visit 

our Facebook page (Mendota First 
United Methodist Church) to access 
all of our virtual content, which we 
are making available to help us stay 
in ministry during this difficult time.

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Hogun Kim 
(219) 765-1379

pastorhogunkim@gmail.com
Church office 

(815) 538-2186
    Email: zionumcmendota@gmail.com  

Website: www.zionchurchumc.com     
 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

Worship & Children’s Sunday School 

COME AS YOU ARE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

 900 Monroe St.
(815) 503-0307

James Duncan, Pastor
Website: www.cayabc.com

Email prayer requests: prayer@cayabc.com

SUNDAY: Worship 
Sunday School

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

Route 251 North         
(815) 539-6861

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education 

Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAY

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Rev. Steven Mindrup, Interim Pastor
E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 

Website: 
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
All activities and Worship services 
are temporarily suspended until 

further notice.

Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.   

(815) 538-5603

Rev. Susan Presley
Website: fpcmendota.com      

Accessible
DIGITAL SCHEDULE: 

Sunday Worship: 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 
Live at 10 a.m. but can be viewed 

any time
Sunday Fellowship: 

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/85746317823

To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 857 4631 7823
Live Zoom at 11 a.m. 

Let’s catch up!
Wednesday Evening Gathering:

Live Zoom at 7 p.m. 
https://us02web.zoom.

us/j/86402369150
To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 864 0236 9150 
 Might be Bible Study, might be 

fellowship, might be sharing.

No passwords are required for any 
of these, and the links and phone 
numbers will be good through the 

duration of our adventure.

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St.
            (815) 993-2462
           

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 

Sunday Worship
Church Builders

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer
Saturday Men’s Ministry 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road 

Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible
    

www.immanuellutherancompton.org
E-mail:  

immanuellutherancompton@live.com

 “Living in God’s Grace as a 
Neighbor to the World”

WORSHIP:  
Worship services and all church 

activities are cancelled until 
further notice. Please check out 
our website: www.ilccompton.org 

or our Facebook page
 for updates.

COMPTON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

139 W. Chestnut 
Compton     

(815) 497-2491
  

Pastor Dave Holden
pawpawumc@juno.com

Sunday Worship

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

(815) 539-7820

Sunday  Worship
Sunday  School

Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Nursery available

TROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP

208 W. South St.,  Troy Grove
 

Pastor Brian Hamiel  
Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info

E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SUNDAY SERVICE  

LA MOILLE

♦

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of 1 Samuel in 
the Old or New Testament or 

neither?
2. Whose hairs were grown like 
eagles’ feathers, and his nails like 

birds’ claws? 
Daniel, Matthew, Luke, 

Nebuchadnezzar
3. “All things are possible to 

him that believeth” is from what 
book’s 9:23? 

Psalms, Malachi, Mark, Ephesians
4. Jesus most-often referred to 

Himself as? 
Son of Man, Lamb of God, Bread 

of Life, Son of God
5. From Judges 14, who called his 

wife a heifer? 
Saul, Elijah, Samson, Peter

6. What was the Hebrew name 
of Paul? 

Simon Peter, Andrew, Haggai, 
Saul

ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2) Nebuchadnez-
zar; 3) Mark; 4) Son of Man (about 81 

times); 5) Samson; 6) Saul

=

NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

Be kind one to another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one 

another. Ephesians 4:32

For God has not given us a spirit 
of fear, but one of power, love 

and sound judgment. 
2 Timothy 1:7

Written by Thomas Merton, 1968:
My Lord God,
I have no idea where I am going.
I do not see the road ahead of me.
I cannot know for certain where it 
will end.
Nor do I really know myself, and 
the fact that I think I am following 
your will does not mean that I am 
actually doing so.
But I believe that the desire to 
please you does in fact please you.
And I hope I have that desire in all 
that I am doing.
I hope that I will never do anything 
apart from that desire.
And I know that if I do this you will 
lead me by the right road, though I 
may know nothing about it.
Therefore will I trust you always 
though I may seem to be lost and 
in the shadow of death.
I will not fear, for you are ever 
with me, and you will never leave 
me to face my perils alone.
Posted by Rev. Susan Presley
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101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication 
does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent 
or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned 
to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication 
does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent 
or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned 
to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

L A W N  S E R V I C E : 
S e r v i n g  O g l e 
C o u n t y  f o r 
2 1  Ye a r s .  A l l 
A r o u n d  Ya r d 
M a i n t e n a n c e , 
S p r i n g  C l e a n - u p , 
G u t t e r  C l e a n i n g 
a n d  M o r e . 
J e r e m y  F u r m a n 
8 1 5 - 7 6 1 - 9 6 1 9 . 
P l e a s e  L e a v e 
M e s s a g e ,  W i l l 
R e t u r n  C a l l 
A S A P.

J N J  J U M P E R S 
I n d o o r / O u t d o o r 
B o u n c e  H o u s e 
R e n t a l s 
A v a i l a b l e  Ye a r 
R o u n d .  P l e a s e 
C a l l  8 1 5 -
7 8 4 - 4 2 5 6  F o r 
A v a i l a b i l i t y 
o r  V i s i t  u s  o n 
F a c e b o o k .

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child 
care service. A 
childcare facility 
that is licensed or 
operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed 
or issued a permit. 
Your Hometown 
Newspaper strongly 
urges any parent or 
guardian to verify the 
validity of the license 
of any facility before 
placing a child in it’s 
care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

Looking for Class 
A CDL FULL-

TIME and PART-
TIME TRUCK 

DRIVER to haul 
farm commodities.

Call Roger 
Jameson at  

815-252-8576.
04222020

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and 
Wood Signs, Milk 
Bottles & Local 
Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door 
Stop and Antique 
Lighting… Call 
Dick Harms at 815-
562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
	
A N T I Q U E S 
WANTED: I pay 
cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, t in 
& iron toys, sterl ing 
silver, decoys. 
If i t ’s antique, 
I ’m interested in 
looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE
 
ANGUS BULLS for 
SALE. 2 by Musgrave 
Skyhigh, 1 by SAC 
Conversation. Indiana 
Performance Tested. 
Walnut Grove Angus 
Chicago Rd. – East of 
Paw Paw. Jim Marsh 
847-652-0931. 

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

315	  315	  
WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY
	
WANTED JUNK Cars 
and Farm Machinery. 
Call 815-761-2803. (05-
06-20)

WANTED: Coin 
operated machines, 
slot machines, 
pinball, arcade, trade 
simulators, jukeboxes. 
Working or not working. 
815-397-6586.

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT: 
MENDOTA 

1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Appliances, A/C. 
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

ROCHELLE 
PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT
All size rental 

properties
Residential & 
Commercial

Rochelle, Ottawa and 
surrounding area.
Call 815-562-7368
www.rochelleproperty.com 02

17
20

19

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

Well-maintained, 
1, 2 & 3 bedroom 
apartments, various 

price ranges. All with 
appliances included.
Some with utilities 
included. No pets. 

Security deposit and 
lease required.

One-bedroom 
apartments located in 
Sublette. Rent based 

on income and 
income limits apply. 
Must be a person 62 

years of age; or a 
person 50 years of 
age, or older, with 

disabilities, to apply.
Application available 
at Farmers State Bank 

of Sublette, or 
Lee County Housing 

Authority, 
1000 Washington 
Avenue, Dixon, IL. 

Questions, call 
815-284-2759.

509 509 
HOUSES FOR RENTHOUSES FOR RENT

Taking Application For 
Small House For Rent. 
2-BEDROOM, 1-BATH, 
2-Car Garage. Available 
May 1st. $900/Month 
Plus Utilities. No/Pets. 
815-751-8814. (05-03-
20)

House for Rent with 
option to buy. 2 story, 
3 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath.  
Call 815-558-5671

515 515 
GARAGES FOR RENTGARAGES FOR RENT

GARAGE 
STORAGE 

RENTALS IN 
MENDOTA

Size will vary.
5’x10’ up to 

10’x25’
If interested call
H & H Builders
815-539-9623

05042020

515 515 
GARAGES FOR RENTGARAGES FOR RENT

GARAGE 
RENTAL 

SPACE IN 
MENDOTA

10’ x 30’
$125/Month

MAUCH 
CARPENTRY
815-539-7867 05

06
20

20

STATE OF ILLINOIS
COUNTY OF LASALLE

The following is a statement by the Village of Troy 
Grove in the County and State aforesaid, of the 
amount of public funds received and disbursed by 
them during the fiscal year ending on the 30th day 
of April, 2020, showing the amount of public funds 
on hand at the commencement of said fiscal year; 
the amount of public funds received, and from 
what sources received; the amount of public funds 
expended, and for what purpose expended, during 
said fiscal year ending as aforesaid.
The said Village Treasurer, being duly sworn, doth 
depose and say, that the following statement by her 
subscribed is a correct statement of the amount 
of public funds on hand at the commencement of 
the fiscal year above stated, the amount of public 
funds received, and the sources from which re-
ceived, and the amount expended, and purposes 
for which expended, as set forth in said statement.
Subscribed and Sworn to before me, this 4th day 
of May, 2020
Amount of public funds on hand at the commence-
ment of the fiscal year,
Commencing the 30th day of April 2019	
$391,531.97
State of Illinois
Income Tax	 $27,096.05
State Use Tax	 $8,626.40
Sales Tax	 $13,106.52
Video Gaming Tax	 $3,616.78
PPRT	 $2,706.16
Cannabis Use	 $40.91
Motor Fuel Tax	 $9,037.30
La Salle – Re Tax Dist	 $16,382.12
Interest on Bank Accounts
General Fund	 $1,226.87
MFT	 $63.87
CD Interest	 $6,188.40
Div on Money Market	 $243.50
Hall Rental	 $2,458.00
Holiday Donations	 $107.00
Liquor License	 $400.00
Video Games in Bars	 $150.00
	 $91,449.88
	 $482,981.85
	 $482,981.85

Expenses:
AC Paving	 $10,219.36
Ace in the hole	 $3,350.00
AmerenIP	 $3,496.01
11th Street Nursery	 $385.00
941 Tax	 $2,267.96
Apple Press – books	 $268.30
Attorney, Michael Guilfoyle	 $1,300.00
Bankes, Bruce – Mowing	 $4,727.15
Bankes, Cathy Jo – Treasurer	 $1,994.02
Becks Gas	 $502.91
Bice, Shane – Trustee - other	 $847.62
Braniff Communication	 $585.00
Decker Supply	 $272.83
Deluxe Checks	 $123.50
Derber Signs	 $74.59
Getz Fire Extinguishers	 $108.00
Graper, John – Trustee	 $646.45
IL Dept of Employmnt Security	 $41.04
IRS	 $14.30
Johns Serv & Sales – Furnace	 $5,270.00
Knaff, Teresa – Holiday	 $300.00
Koolmaster – gym door window	 $218.00
LaSalle Co Highway – Streets	 $1,229.94
Mammen, Chuck – VP – other	 $1,033.88
Mathieu, Holly – Janitor	 $2,251.01
McLaughlin, Bud – Trustee	 $184.70
Melau, Marlene – Trustee	 $600.27
Melau, Melissa – Holiday	 $2,005.60
Melau, Mitchell – Trustee	 $554.10
Memorial – Funeral	 $60.00
Nicor	 $3,230.20
Risk Mgmt Assoc – Insurance	 $8,750.13
Schmidt’s Repair – lawn mower	 $1,190.10
Sprong Sales – Gym Floor	 $1,375.00
Thompson, David – Gym Lights	 $7,600.00
Troy Grove Coop – supplies	 $533.43
Troy Grove Twnship – donation	 $8,000.00
Utility Equipment co – sewer co	 $314.00
Wujek, Deb – City Clerk	 $1,874.00
Wujek, Michael – Trustee	 $554.10
Zachary, Thomas – road rock	 $250.69
	 $78,603.19
	 $404,378.66
No. 0503
(May 6, 2020)

NOTICE OF SALE OF 
TIMESHARE ESTATE 
OR ESTATES UNDER 

SECTION 10-50 OF 
THE ILLINOIS REAL 
ESTATE TIMESHARE 

ACT OF 1999
By virtue of the 
timeshare instrument 
of the Fox River 
Resort, 2558 N. 3653 
Road, Sheridan, Illinois 
60551 and 765 ILCS 
101/10-45 establishing 
managing entity liens 
for failure to pay 
assessments and other 
costs on the timeshare 
estates held by the 
owners of the timeshare 
estates listed below, 
and for the purpose of 
foreclosing, the same 
will be sold at public 
auction starting at 11 
o’clock a.m. on May 
26, 2020, at the east 
entrance of Etna Road 
Government Complex, 
707 Etna Road, Ottawa, 
IL 61350.
Each timeshare estate 
is a 1.923% and/or 
0.9615% undivided 
interest (each, a “Unit”) 
as tenant-in-common 
at Fox River Resort, 
a vacation ownership 
project in LaSalle 
County, Illinois, as per 
the recorded plat(s) 
thereof and according 
to the Amended and 
Restated Declaration of 
Restrictions, Covenants 
and Conditions 
recorded under File 
No. R2000 31258 and 
any Supplemental 
Declarations recorded 
in the Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds, 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
as supplemented and 
amended from time to 
time (the “Declaration”), 
together with the 
exclusive right to occupy 
the Unit during the 
designated Use Period 
Number(s), as said 
Use Period is defined 
in the Declaration, upon 
and subject to all of 
the terms, restrictions, 
covenants, conditions 
and provisions in the 
Declaration.
GRANT S BOHANAN, 
CARRIE J BOHANAN, 
312 HOMESTEAD DR, 
BOLINGBROOK, IL, 
60440, according to 
the Deed dated April 
22, 2012 and recorded 
under File No. R2012 
09812, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 5082012, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0007, Use 
Period Number(s) 33, 
Phase 1 
GRANT S BOHANAN, 
CARRIE  BOHANAN, 
312 HOMESTEAD DR, 
BOLINGBROOK, IL, 
60440, according to 
the Deed dated April 
22, 2012 and recorded 
under File No. R2012 
09812, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 

Illinois, on 5082012, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0394, Use 
Period Number(s) 05, 
Phase 6
CYNTHIA CASTELAN, 
585 CHESTER CT E, 
AURORA, IL, 60504, 
according to the Deed 
dated September 07, 
2014 and recorded 
under File No. 2014 
18968, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 10022014, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0106, Use 
Period Number(s) 17, 
Phase 2
WILLIAM DAVIS III, 
RUBYE B DAVIS, 2904 
W 86TH ST, CHICAGO, 
IL, 60652, according to 
the Deed dated August 
20, 2010 and recorded 
under File No. R2010 
18531, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 9082010, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0061, Use 
Period Number(s) 03, 
Phase 1
OLINDA FORBES, 
ROYAN FORBES, 
1384 HINCKLEY ST, 
MONTGOMERY, IL, 
60538, according to the 
Deed dated November 
02, 2014 and recorded 
under File No. 2014 
22497, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 11182014, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0066, Use 
Period Number(s) 15, 
Phase 1
JOAN MARINO, 
THERESE MARINO, 
JULIE L KEIGHER, 
JOSEPH WILLIAMS, 
7310 E CARPER RD, 
COAL CITY, IL, 60416, 
according to the Deed 
dated September 20, 
2013 and recorded 
under File No. 2013 
27464, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 12122013, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0418, Use 
Period Number(s) 27, 
Phase 7
JOAN MARINO, 
THERESE MARINO, 
JULIE L KEIGHER, 
JOSEPH WILLIAMS, 
263021 RIVERBEND 
RD, CHANNAHON, IL, 
60410, according to the 
Deed dated September 
20, 2013 and recorded 
under File No. 2013 
27464, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 12122013, 

are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0418, Use 
Period Number(s) 27, 
Phase 7
JOAN MARINO, 
THERESE MARINO, 
JULIE L KEIGHER, 
JOSEPH WILLIAMS, 
1704 NEW LENOX 
RD, JOLIET, IL, 60433, 
according to the Deed 
dated September 20, 
2013 and recorded 
under File No. 2013 
27464, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 12122013, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0418, Use 
Period Number(s) 27, 
Phase 7
ROBERT A 
S C H A B L A S K E , 
CYNTHIA A SAWYER, 
1619 MONROE LN, 
HANOVER PARK, IL, 
60133, according to 
the Deed dated May 
19, 2007 and recorded 
under File No. R2007 
14053, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 6142007, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0073, Use 
Period Number(s) 22, 
Phase 1 
ANTWANE SIMS, 
ROBIN SIMS, 1319 
W GARFIELD BLVD 
APT 1, CHICAGO, IL, 
60636, according to 
the Deed dated May 
30, 2008 and recorded 
under File No. R2008 
13798, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, 
Illinois, on 6182008, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to 
be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0008O, Use 
Period Number(s) 12, 
Phase 1
TERMS OF SALE: At 
the time and location 
noted above, the 
timeshare estates listed 
above will be sold at 
public auction to the 
highest bidder for cash. 
The timeshare estates 
will be sold in individual 
lots unless there are no 
individual bidders, in 
which case, they may 
be sold as a group. In 
the event the managing 
entity lienholder or its 
authorized agent is the 
purchaser of one or 
more of the timeshare 
estates, the managing 
entity lienholder or 
its authorized agent 
may offset against the 
purchase price of the 
timeshare estate(s) 
an amount equal to 
all or a portion of the 
amount due under the 
managing entity lien(s) 
(and thus, credit bid).
Other terms may be 
announced at the public 

auction.
Fox River Resort Club, 
An Illinois Not-for-profit 
Corporation
By: Barbara L. Lewis
Its: Attorney-In-Fact
No. 0501 
(May 6, 13, 20, 2020)

NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on April 13, 
2020 a certificate was 
filed in the Office of the 
County Clerk of LaSalle 
County, Illinois, setting 
forth the names and 
post-office addresses of 
all the persons owning, 
conducting and trans-
acting the business 
known as Director of 
Spreadsheets located 
at 418 E 1st St., Ogles-
by, IL 61348.
DATED April 15, 2020

Aaron Piper
Applicant

No. 0406 
(Apr., 22, 29, May 6, 
2020)

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT FOR THE 
THIRTEENTH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF 

LASALLE - IN 
PROBATE

IN THE MATTER OF � )
THE ESTATE OF� )
AGNES EMMA � )
JUSTINA MEISTER,� )
Deceased.� )
No. 2020 P 000059

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of AGNES EMMA 
JUSTINA MEISTER, 
of Mendota, Illinois.  
Letters of Office were 
issued on March 13, 
2020 to BRENDA 
O’DONNELL and JULIE 
SCHMIDT, 150 Forest 
Park Road, Ottawa, IL 
61350, as Independent 
Co-Executors, whose 
attorney is TODD L. 
MARTIN, P.O. Box 177, 
812 Washington Street, 
Mendota, Illinois 61342.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Division, 
Courthouse, Ottawa, 
61350, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, 
within 6 months from 
the date of first publi-
cation of this Notice.  If 
claim notice is personal-
ly mailed or delivered to 
a creditor of the above 
estate, then claim must 
be filed in the above en-
titled cause within three 
months from the date 
of mailing or delivery, 
whichever is later.  Any 
claims not filed within 
the above periods are 
barred.
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed.
No. 0408 
(Apr. 22, 29, May 6, 
2020)
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Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates 
applied. Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203
OR AFTER 6 PM 
(815) 849-5251

QUALITY USED CARS, 
TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
LTZ, 4x4, Pearl White ..$28,900
2016 Chevy 1500 Dbl. Cab LT 
Z71, 4x4, Gray ...........$24,900
2016 Jeep Cherokee Limited 
V6, AWD, Loaded .....$20,500
2015 Chevy 2500 HD Crew 
LTZ, Diesel, 4x4, Blue $39,900

2014 GMC 2500 HD Denali 
Crew, 4x4, Diesel, Loaded, 
Blue ...........................$34,900
2012 Chevy 3500 Reg. Cab 
LT, 4x4, Diesel, Single Wheel, 
Silver ..........................$24,900

2020 Buick Enclave Avenir,  
AWD, Loaded, GM Exec, 
Black .........................$46,900
2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
LTZ, 4x4, Black .........$37,900
2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
4x4, LTZ, 18K Miles 
Pearl White ...............$37,900
2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
LT, 4x,4, Maroon .......$33,500
2018 Chevy Crew 1500 LT 
Leather, 4x4, Gray ....$31,500 
2018 Chevy Malibu LT 
15K Miles, Maroon ...$19,500
2017 Chevy Crew LTZ Real 
Tree Edition, 4x4, Z71, 
Black ..........................$34,900
2017 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 
Crew Cab, 4x4, Sunroof 
Black .........................$33,900

2017 Chevy Crew LT 4x4 
Leather, Gray ............$31,900
2017 Chevy Equinox, FWD 
LT, Sunroof, Blue ......$16,500 
2016 Chevy Dbl. Cab 1500 
LTZ, Z71, 4x4, Silver .$26,500
2016 Chevy K1500 Crew 
CabLT, 4x4, Z71, 
Gray ..........................$28,500
2016 Chevy Traverse LTZ 
AWD Sunroof, DVD, Tow 
Pkg Pearl White .......$26,500 
2015 Chevy K2500 Crew Cab 
4x4, Z71, LTZ, Diesel
Red ...........................$41,500
2015 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
LT, 4x4, Local 1 Owner 
White ........................$27,900 

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard 
CPO Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-
to-Bumper Warranty

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 
Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance
• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection 
and Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 
Satisfaction Guarantee

LTZ, 1-Owner, Local Trade w/ Lots of Options Including Leather 
Interior, Heated/Cooled Seats, Touch Radio Display, Much More, Silver

$26,500   

2016 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4
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VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

INFORMATION
Office Hours:
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-Friday)
Phone:
815-539-9396

Fax:
815-539-7862
Email:
acaylor@mendotareporter.com

Address:
703 Illinois Ave., Mendota
Mail:
P.O. Box 300, Mendota IL 61342-0300

DEADLINES:
• Mondays at 10 a.m. to start in Wednesday Mendota Reporter
• Thursdays at 5 p.m. to start in Monday Money Saver
All classified marketplace line ads will appear in the following 7 print publications and on 5 high-traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • Ogle County Life • Rochelle Shopping News • Ashton Gazette • Amboy News • Mendota Reporter • Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts at $32.99 for private party ads and $44.60 for commercial business ads and $15.99 for garage sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement appears incorrectly, notify us immediately. We will not be responsible for more than one incorrect insertion, and will only credit customer for one 
insertion.
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE
FEATURE HOME

Rebecca McPheeters, 
Managing Broker

607 Sixth St.
Mendota

(815) 539-6635
www.tcrealtysales.net

Evening Phone Numbers
Becky McPheeters 

708-220-3338
Rita Lilja 815-539-92555

Jami Bauer 815-993-7751
Lori Munson 815-228-4852

Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL

815-539-5673
E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 

mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker

815-910-5673 
Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233

Richard McConville, Broker 815-539-5673
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 815-228-2842

Ryan Coss, Broker 815-830-8636

“Come Settle With Us”

PHONE (815) 539-3811
1316 Lakewood Plaza 
Rte. 251 N. • Mendota

Gloria Cogdal, Designated Managing Broker
Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101

Helping people find homes since 1983. 

Town & Country Realty
607 Sixth St. • Mendota • (815) 539-6635

ENJOY THIS LOVELY 1828 SQUARE FOOT BRICK RANCH! BEAUTIFUL INSIDE AND OUT! 
FAMILY HOME ON EXTRA LOT WITH VINYL FENCED IN BACKYARD. THIS 5 BEDROOM, 3 

BATHROOM HOME IS PRICED TO SELL! MANY UPDATES INCLUDING: WATER SOFTENER 
(2020), A/C (2010), SHED (2018), WINDOWS (2003), ROOF (2003), CEMENT DRIVEWAY/

FRONT STAIRS (2019), VINYL FENCE (2009), LARGE GARDEN SHED (2018), POOL LINER/
PUMP/FILTER (2018). ENJOY THE SPLIT FLOOR PLAN AND THE EXTRA LARGE ROOMS! THIS 
HOME OFFERS SO MUCH SPACE WITH LOTS OF STORAGE, 2 CAR ATTACHED INSULATED 
GARAGE. IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR A LARGE DINING ROOM, KITCHEN, FAMILY ROOM OR 
YARD TO HOST FAMILY & FRIENDS THIS PROPERTY WILL NOT DISAPPOINT! 4TH AND 5TH 

BEDROOMS IN BASEMENT. 3 FULL BATHROOMS, PROFESSIONALLY LANDSCAPED AND 
LOTS OF STORAGE AREAS MAKE THIS HOME A MUST SEE!

31132 2950 N Ave LaMoille
3 BDR, 1.5 BA, 2 plus acres, large shop 
building AND a two car garage, beautiful 
country views

4121 E 2nd Rd Mendota
2 BDR, 1 BA, laundry, dining rm, kitchen, 
living rm on main level, AND family rm, 
2 BDR, and 1 BA in lower level, on 1.5 
acres

1407 Rolling Green Dr Mendota
3 BDR, 1 BA, with newer windows and 
roof, nice kitchen, large living room, and 
an oversized garage, perennial gardens!

1109 14th Ave Mendota
3 BDR, 1 BA, updated kitchen, 1 car 
attached garage with nice concrete 
driveway, fenced backyard, close to the 
lake

MLS # 10630706   1413 Lakewood Dr. 
Mendota  $130,000.  Nice 3 bedroom 
ranch with one  bath and half bath in 
laundry room.  Dining area and eat in 
kitchen.  Family room with built-ins. 
Sliding door to large deck.  1 car attached 
garage.  Great neighborhood.  Mendota 
Lake area.  Call for all the amenities.

MLS# 10565940  102 Hubbard Court, 
LaMoille   $39,000.00    Needs some 
TLC  2 bedroom 1 bath first floor laundry, 
newer 2 car garage. nice lot in LaMoille.  
Call for a showing

STAY SAFE!
CALL JOE, MARTY, MELODY, SHARON, 

RYAN ON  OUR CELL PHONES....
FOR ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE 

NEEDS!!
CELL PHONE NUMBERS  

LISTED ABOVE.

2 acre MOL country 
building lot just East of 

Earlville  

$42,000  
1615 N. 44th Rd

Earlville, IL

NEW

LISTING

LOOKING FOR 
COUNTRY??

FIRST TIME BUYER?  
LOOKING TO 

DOWNSIZE?  WANT TO 
BE A LANDLORD?

Happy 
Mother’s 

Day from 
all of us 
at Town & 
Country 
Realty
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