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BY ANDREW HEISERMAN
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE - To
show appreciation and sup-
port for healthcare workers
continuing to work through
the pandemic, the City
of Rochelle organized a
community vehicle parade
through town.

The parade took place
on Tuesday, May 12 at
2 p.m., starting at the

Rochelle Middle School
and heading down School
Avenue to loop around
the Rochelle Community
Hospital and multiple local
nursing homes. After loop-
ing around the hospital, the
parade went down Caron
Road, passed the Rochelle
Gardens and finished at
Hawthorn Inn on Flagg
Road.

See HONOR page 2
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Honormg our hoes

Time for a new chapter

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN
STAFF WRITER

HE Ogle
County Sher-
iff’s Depart-

ment said farewell to
one of its finest deputy
sheriffs who served the
community for nearly
30 years.

Cheri Brodzik had
been an Ogle County
deputy sheriff since
1990, and she held
multiple titles through-
out her career with
the department. As
she approached her
30™ year on the force,
she recently made the
emotional decision to
retire.

“I have really en-
joyed being a police
officer for 30 years
and at the school for
the last two, but it
just seemed like good
timing for me,” said
Brodzik. “It is bitter-
sweet for sure, I am
going to miss all of my
students, teachers and
staff at the high school
and the group of guys
that [ work with on the
force.”

Brodzik knew
from a young age she
wanted to become a
police officer and help
other people. She was
hit by a car when she
was 8 years old, and it
was the police officer
who responded to help
her who inspired her to
become a police officer
herself.

“I was crossing the
street with my brother
and I got hit by a car,”
said Brodzik. “The
officer that showed up
to help me was Jack
Wells and I was just in
awe of him. He stayed
with me in the ambu-
lance and came to see
me in the hospital.
That’s when I decided
I wanted to become a
police officer and help
people like that.”

Brodzik graduated

Ogle County Deputy Cheri Brodzik has served the
county for 30 years in many facets — the latest as
the Rochelle Township High School resource officer.
She recently made the decision to retire from her

career in law enforcement.

“She had a good capability of
communicating with people,
especially working well with
young people. It's hard to get
people that can communicate
with the public and get the job
done well like she could”

from Rochelle Town-
ship High School
in 1985 and went to
Kishwaukee College
to begin her journey
toward becoming a po-
lice officer. She gradu-
ated from Kishwaukee
College and received
her associate’s degree
in criminal justice in
1987.

She then started
her first law enforce-
ment position at the
Ogle County Sheriff’s
Department in 1990.
During her time at the
department, she held
many different posi-
tions and achieved
many accomplish-
ments. She worked as a
juvenile officer before
becoming a D.A.R.E.
officer in all the county
schools for 13 years.

Additionally, she
served as court secu-
rity at the Ogle County

Stable.
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Since 1882.
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Mel Messer

courthouse and was the
school resource officer
at Rochelle Township
High School for the
last two years before
her retirement.

Out of her many ac-
complishments in her
30 years of service,
one of her most memo-
rable was returning to
Kishwaukee College to
teach students enrolled
in the criminal justice
program.

“I was an adjunct
instructor at Kishwau-
kee College, meaning
I was a career person
out in the field that
would teach the crimi-
nal justice classes as
well,” said Brodzik. “I
love to teach, so going
back to the community
college that I learned
at to teach was very
special.”

See RETIRE page 4
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! Members of the commu-

y nlty took partin a parade

#= Tuesday honoring local
healthcare workers. The

+ route took the drivers
b around the hospital, local

nursing homes to honk,
wave signs and shout

| words of encouragement

to healthcare staff.
(PHOTO BY ANDREW HEISERMAN)

School year
winding down

Deficits expected next year due
to COVID effect on state funding

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE — The
monthly Rochelle School
District231 board meeting
began Tuesday

“Thereisaproposal go-
ing out to cut educational
funding by 35 percent, that
is a $2 billion cut,” said
Dale. “This refers back to
about $1,000 per student

in state fund-
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been left to the
school’s discre-
tion and some have al-
ready been planned. The
board also announced that
Monday will be its last of-
ficial day of handing out
food and the Illinois Food
Bank will take over for the
summer.

“We have given the
schools discretion to do
closure activities of their
choice,” said Doyle. “Til-
ton School will be doing a
car parade; May School is
doingareverse parade and
Rochelle Middle School is
doing a graduation video
that will be going out.”

The second topic dis-
cussed during the board
meeting was a financial
update presented by Kevin
Dale. He informed board
members that, with the
current COVID-19 situa-
tion and school closures,
the district will be taking
a hit in state funding next
year.

FIRST STATE BANK

district receiv-
ingits property
taxes on time, causing the
districtto see abig hitnear
the end of the year.

“We will be facing defi-
cits next year, it is just still
an unknown as to where
and how it will play out,”
said Dale. “Right now,
we are looking at reduced
revenue across the board
both local and state.”

Retirees

Following the financial
report, District Superin-
tendent Jason Harpermade
apointto congratulate and
thank the seven teachers
retiring at the end of the
year. Since the schools
have been closed, they
were unable to experience
the traditional farewell
fromthe district, so Harper
personally thanked each
of them for their years of
service.

See SCHOOL page 5
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HONOR: Community comes together to show support

From page 1

The Rochelle Police,
Rochelle Fire Department
and Rochelle Mayor John
Bearrows led the parade,
but all members of the
community were encour-
aged to decorate their
vehicles and participate.
With this week being Na-
tional Hospital Week and
last week being National
Nurses Week, this was a
perfect opportunity for
everybody to show their
support.

“We were talking about
different things we could
do for a way to honor our
healthcare workers,” said
Bearrows. “Everybody has
time on their hands and
they could certainly be a
part of a parade to honor
the Rochelle Community
Hospital and healthcare
workers everywhere. That
includes all workers at
the assisted living and the
nursing homes as well.”

While the parade was
led by the city and local
law enforcement, it was
members of the commu-
nity who made it special.
Many residents, businesses
and organizations came out
to show support for the

hardworking healthcare
workers.

Vehicles were covered
inwindow paint, had many
handmade signs and both
police sirens and car horns
were constantly going
off. Among the groups
of people participating in
the parade were third and
fourth-semester nursing
students from Kishwaukee
College.

The group of nursing
students all wore match-
ing T-shirts and decorated
multiple vehicles for the
parade. The students orig-
inally had a plan to go to
Springfield for a Political
Action Day rally, but were
unable to go due to the
COVID-19closure. While
they were unable to attend
the rally, this parade is the
next best way for them to
show support.

“We had shirtsmade and
all of this stuff planned to
go down for the rally, it
was a big event we were
supposed to attend,” said
Tina Neale, Kishwaukee
College nursing student.
“Unfortunately, we were
unable to do that, so we
were trying to find things
we could do as a group to
show support and came
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(PHOTO BY ANDREW HEISERMAN)

Tina Neale and her fellow third and fourth semester Kishwaukee College nursing
wearing matching shirts and standing in front of one of the many vehicles they

had in the parade.

across the parade.”

Also participating in
the parade were longtime
Rochelleresidents Jimand
Shirley Brown. The two
regularly visit the local
nursing homes and since
they have been unable to
during the stay-at-home
order, this was their way
of supporting the nursing
homes.

“The nursing home has
been such an important
part of our life for so long,
we felt the need to partici-
pate to show our appreci-
ation for all that they do,”
said Shirley Brown.

During the parade,
many residents came out
of their homes to hold

signs and wave to the ve-
hicles as they drove past.
Employees ofthe Rochelle
Community Hospital did
the same with as many
available staff members
as possible.

Anybody working at
the hospital during the
time of the parade, that
was able to come out
and witness it, did so. All
sides of the hospital had
employees waving as the
vehicles drove by, honking
and holding their signs.
Many of the hospital em-
ployees were very emo-
tional when they saw the
amount of support from
the entire community.

“It was hard to tell be-

cause there were staff on
all sides of the building,
but I would say we had
60 or more staff members
out there,” said Michelle
LaPage, manager of com-
munity and organizational
development. “I got sever-

al emails afterwards from
staff that was out there,
they thought it was a re-
ally kind, heartwarming
gesture.”

This parade is a great
example of what a com-
munity can do when they
cometogether to show sup-
port during tough times.
The city would like to give
abigthank youtotheentire
community for its support
and patience as everybody
isaffected by this situation.

“As mayor of the city,
I want to say a huge thank
you to all of the residents
because I know this is
difficult on everybody,”
said Bearrows. “There is
not just one group that is
impacted, this affects all
of us. I really appreciate
the cooperation that most
all the citizens in our com-
munity has given. We are
working hard every day to
move forward and get this
community back on track
as soon as possible, while
maintaining the safety of
everybody.”

| L

Summer Classes

AU ONLINE.
From Kish.

C KISHWAUKEE COLLEGE

www.kish.edu/online

Summer Classes Begin May 26

Loves Fark:
102 Orth Rd.
Loves Fark, IL 61111

GIREENHGUSE
NOW DPIPEN

Davis Junction:
5631 11th St.
Davis Junction, IL 61020

&15-665-1765 &195-574-9054
HOURS:

Monday-Saturday

HOURS

Monday-Saturday

9am-opm 9am-opm
Sunday: Sunday:
10am-5pm 10am-5pm

www.genslergardens.com
Kl Gensler Gardens




WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2020

ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER « SECTION 1 « PAGE 3

LOCAL NEWS

Hospital
employees
recognized

for service

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Community Hos-
pital is announcing 2020
service award recipients.

A dinner and awards
presentation originally
scheduled for April 29
has was postponed.

Twenty-nine employ-
ees are being honored
this year, representing
380 years of service at
Rochelle Community
Hospital.

Employees being
honored include:

Five years

Sandra Cummings,
Linda Kulesa, Erin
Metzger, Christina Ne-
ale, Michele Perez, Dan-
iel Pineda, Beth Popo-
vich, Sheri Sanders,
Pamela Shore, Rachel
Toth

10 years
Tara Felix, Lori Guti-
errez, Jewel Niedermei-
er, Susan Stover, Jacob
Terry

15 years
AndreiBrzazgon, Lisa
Charboneau, Tyanne
Kennedy-Etes, Merry
Mathis, Margaret Vil-
latoro, Lucinda Zoeller

20 years
Sharon Fore, Carol
Lapinski, Angela Nel-
son, Sandra Schaab,
Scott Stewart

25 years

Janet Stewart

30 years
Penny Lamb

35 years
Pamela Need-
ham-Volkert

Reunion
planned

FOX LAKE — The
Second (Indianhead)
Division Association
is searching for anyone
who served in the Ar-
my’s 2nd Infantry Divi-
sion at any time.

For information about
the association and our
99th annual reunion in
Kansas City, Missouri,
from Sept. 23 through
27, visit website at
www.2ida.org/99th-an-
nual-reunion/ or contact
Bob Haynes at 2idahq@
comcast.net and 224-

225-1202.

Chapter to host first virtual educational
program during Covid-19 shutdown

Biogeography and natural history of amphibians and reptiles in northern Illinois focus

ROCKFORD — Nathan Ku-
tok and Ben Davies will present
a video program for the Rock
River Valley Chapter of Wild
Ones about the amphibians and
reptiles found in natural habitats
of northern Illinois, with an em-
phasis on habitat associations,
relative distribution, and local
conservation efforts on Thursday,
May 21 at 7 p.m.

A link to the video will be
sent prior to the event for those
wishing to attend.

Kutok is asoon-to-be graduate
of Cary-Grove High School who

has had an interest in reptiles and amphibians for as long as he can
remember. He will enter Southern Illinois University—Carbondale
this fall, majoring in wildlife biology and conservation. He has as-
sisted with several regional herpetofaunal inventories, assisted the
McHenry County Conservation District in a survey of smooth green

Nathan Kutok and Ben Davies

snakes, and is currently doing a study
on the ecology and distribution of
crayfish snakes. He is on the seasonal
stewardship staff ofthe Boone County
Conservation District.
] Davies is currently a junior at the
University of Wisconsin — Stevens
Point, majoring in forestry-ecosystem
restoration and management, with a
focus on botany, plant ecology, and
ecosystem restoration. He is a gradu-
ate of North Boone High School and
Rock Valley College, and has interned
with Citizens for Conservation in
Barrington. He has also worked as
a seasonal employee for the Boone

County Conservation District.

Future programs of Wild Ones — Rock River Valley chapter will be
presented online until our meeting venue reopens to the public. For
information about this program or how to link to the video, contact
Jerry Paulson at 815-222-4414,

13 WREX honored with three regional
Edward R. Murrow Awards

ROCKFORD — 13 WREX has been
awarded three Regional Edward R. Murrow
Awards, including the top honor of “Overall
Excellence” for the fifth consecutive year.

13 WREX also won for “News Series”
and “Excellence in Video,” marking the third
year in a row the station has received three
regional awards.

The awards were announced Tuesday
morning by the Radio Television Digital
News Association. The Edward R. Murrow
Awards recognize outstanding achievement
in electronic journalism.

This is the fifth straight year 13 WREX
has been honored with the award for “Over-
all Excellence.” This category recognizes
a station for the totality of its journalistic
efforts, including breaking news, continuing
coverage, weather, sports, community service
and digital media.

“Winning the award for ‘Overall Excel-

lence’ for a fifth straight year is a spectacular
accomplishment for our news team,” said
Josh Morgan, station manager at 13 WREX.
“We have a team that prides itself on telling
stories that matter to the communities we
serve, and I couldn’t be prouder of the work
they’ve accomplished.”

In the “News Series” category, 13 WREX
was honored for its month-long series on
Scott’s Law called Lives on the Line. The 13
News team produced several stories to help
viewers understand the dangerous safety im-
plications law enforcement, tow truck drivers,
construction workers, etc. face when drivers
fail to move over.

The series was created in the aftermath
of the death of Illinois State Trooper Brooke
Jones-Story, who was hitandkilled by a Scott’s
Law violator on the side of the road on U.S.
20 in Stephenson County.

“Tragedy inspired this series. That’s a so-
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bering reminder when we go to celebrate our
hard work and the recognition of'it,” said Au-
drey Moon, news director at 13 WREX. “We
did this series in the name of Trooper Brooke
Jones-Story, who is a hero. And we did it for
our viewers—who deserve good journalism
and journalism that will make them safer.”

In the “Excellence in Video” category, 13
WREX was recognized for its short documen-
tary on the “CRESIV” Transformational Art
Festival in Rockford in 2019. Over the course
of several weeks, eight artists were hired and
came to the city to create eight large-scale
murals across town.

Several members of the 13 Creative Ser-
vices team followed the artists from start to
finish to show the incredible transformation
of these murals. This documentary is told
through the voices of the painters and the
video of their incredible artwork that brought
the murals and the city of Rockford to life.
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RETIRE: Brodzik ready to
spend time with family and relax

From page 1

Fellow officers have
said Brodzik was a
model deputy sheriff
with exceptionally
good communication
skills. Mel Messer, for-
mer Ogle County sheriff
of 16 years, personally
worked with Brodzik
during his time at the
department. He saw
what a great officer she
was and thanks her for
her years of service.

“She had a good ca-
pability of communicat-

ing with people, espe-
cially working well with
young people,” said
Messer. “It’s hard to get
people that can commu-
nicate with the public
and get the job done
well like she could. 1
wish her good luck and
a good retirement.”
Brodzik has plans to
relax and spend time
with her family, includ-
ing her new grandson,
during her retirement.
While there have been
many challenges along
the way, she said trying

to separate her line
of work from being a
mother at home was
most challenging.

“] saw some pretty
horrific things in my
career,” said Brodzik.
“Then, to have to come
home, shift gears and
leave everything back
at work, that was my
biggest struggle.”

Brodzik left a mark
at the sheriff’s de-
partment that will be
remembered long after
her retirement. Current
Ogle County Sheriff

Brian VanVickle knows
it will be hard to find
an officer like her and
hopes that new deputies
have learned a thing or
two from her.

“When a long-term
employee retires, it’s
hard to fill those shoes
with that knowledge
you lose when they
walk out the door,”
VanVickle said. “We
continue to have the
senior officers share
that knowledge and ex-
perience to our newer
officers.”

Online auction raising funds
for Foundation for Focus House

ROCHELLE — In an effort to recoup funding lost
because of cancellation of the annual spaghetti supper
fundraiser, Foundation for Focus House setup an online
auction with donations from many area businesses.

“We have our auction going with items that were
donated for the spaghetti supper auction but since
it was cancelled, we are doing the auction online,”
Executive Director for Foundation for Focus House
Jeni Hardin said.
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The auction is currently up on the Foundation for
Focus House Facebook page: Foundation for Focus
and Community Programming.

A variety of items are up for auction and include a
minimum bid amount listed with each item.

Funds raised will benefit Foundation for Focus
House.

Donated to the 2020 Focus House

Nutrien Ag Solutions

Auction Item

2 Bags of Pioneer Hybrid PO306Q

Seed Corn
(Retail Value $848.00)

Nutrien Ag Solutions of Shabbona donated two bags
of Pioneer Hybrid P0306Q seed corn to be auctioned
to raise funds for Foundation for Focus House. The
reatil value of this auction item is $848. It is just one
of many items up for auction through Friday, May 15.
Check out the auction on Facebook at Foundation for
Focus and Community Programming.
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Obituaries

Betty Cole

MOUNTAINHOME,
Arkansas — A private
family graveside service
for Betty J. Cole of Moun-
tain Home, Arkansas,
was held at 10 a.m., on
Tuesday, May 12, at the
Lawnridge Cemetery, Ro-
chelle, with Pastor Gregg
Hoffman officiating.

Betty passed away
May 7,2020, in Mountain
Home, Arkansas atthe age
of 91. She was born Feb.
8, 1929, in Kirkland, the
daughter of George and
Anna Paulsen Schaback-
er. She married Virgil
Cole on Nov. 1, 1958 in
Rochelle and worked as
a secretary. Betty lived
in Mountain Home since
moving from Blooming-
ton in 1992.

She was a member of
the Redeemer Lutheran
Church and she had a great
sense of humor and loved
animals, especially cats.

Betty is survived by
her sister-in-law, Frances
Schabacker of Rochelle;
nieces, Gae Schabackerof

Rochelle; JoAnne (Bob-
by) Andrews of Addison,
Alabama; June (Byron)
Sloan of Freeport, and Jill
(Tim) Crowe of Louis-
ville, Kentucky; nephews
Don (Nancy) Schabacker
of Rochelle, and Andrew
(Teresa) Schabacker of
Rochelle; and many great
nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in
death by her husband, Vir-
gil; parents; brother, Don-
ald Schabacker; and sister,
Lavona Schabacker.

Memorials may be
made to Redeemer Lu-
theran Church, 312 W.
North Street, Mountain
Home, AR 72653 or Hu-
mane Society of North
Central Arkansas, 2656
Hwy. 201 North, Moun-
tain Home, AR 72653.

Arrangements are by
Kirby and Family Funeral
and Cremation Services
- Mountain Home, Ar-
kansas. Visit an online
obituary and guestbook
at www.kirbyandfamily.
com.

Daniel C. McCluskey

RIB LAKE, Wiscon-
sin — Daniel Charles
McCluskey, age 89, of
Rib Lake, Wisconsin,
formerly of Rochelle,
died unex-

Squadron Thirty-Four,
USNAS Norfolk, Vir-
ginia.

He started his career
with Standard Oil as
a truck driver in

pectedly
on May 8,
2020.

Dan was
born on
Feb. 20,
1931 onthe
same prop-
erty in Rib
Lake, Wis-
consin, that he returned
to in his retirement.

He was preceded in
death by his parents,
Charles and Agatha Mc-
Cluskey; and his wife,
Joan G. Roiger, whom
he married on June
25, 1953 at St. Ann’s
Church in the Township
of Greenwood.

Dan will be lovingly
remembered by his chil-
dren, Daniel (Pam) Mc-
Cluskey Jr. of Sturgeon
Bay, Wisconsin, Dennis
McCluskey of Medford,
Wisconsin, Jeffrey (Cin-
dy) McCluskey of Ro-
chelle, Susan (Edward)
Worley of Chana, and
JoAnn (Danny) Mar-
tinez of Schaumburg;
grandchildren, Mat-
thew McCluskey, Katie
(Dustin) Long, Taw-
nee McCluskey, Denny
(Tiffany) McCluskey,
David McCluskey, Niki
(Chris) Bonnell, Kris-
ti McCluskey, Shaine
McCluskey, Danielle
Worley, Michael (Kris-
ten) Worley, Benjamin
(Lauren) Worley, Ga-
brielle Martinez, Steph-
anie Martinez, Dan-
ny Martinez, Jr.; eight
great-grandchildren; his
beloved brother Keith
McCluskey; as well as
several brother-in-law’s
and sister-in-law’s who
were all a special part
of his life.

Dan graduated from
Rib Lake High School
in 1948 and served
proudly in the United
States Navy from 1948
to 1952 with the Patrol

1931 2020

Chicago. He went
on to serve as the
Amoco Oil Termi-
nal Manager in Ro-
chelle and Madison,
Wisconsin, where
he worked until his
retirement in 1991.

Dan was a lov-
ing husband and
father, grandfather and
great-grandfather. He
was an avid fisherman
and hunter and loved
being outdoors.

His greatest joy was
spending time with his
five children and their
families. With the tip
of his hat you knew he
had a story to tell and it
didn’t matter if he was
passing along the histo-
ry and knowledge of his
heritage, entertaining
his grandchildren, or
simply trying to distract
his family from day to
day worries, he had a
story.

His memory will live
on through the telling of
those stories for gener-
ations to come, he will
be deeply missed.

Due to COVID-19re-
strictions only immedi-
ate family will be able to
say goodbye in person,
but many family and
friends will mourn his
loss. A private service
and burial will be held
at Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Catholic Churchin
Whittlesey on May 15. A
Celebration of Life will
be held at a later date.

Hemer Funeral
Homes of Medford and
Rib Lake assisted the
family with arrange-
ments.

In lieu of flowers,
memorials can be made
to his family to be des-
ignated at a later date in
Dan’s name.

For online condo-
lences, please visithem-
erfuneralservice.com.

Read and
Recycle
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Holcomb Bank supports local communities with grant

ROCHELLE — Holcomb Bank is proud to sup-
porttheir community partners on the front lines ofthe
COVID-19 crisis with donations totaling $20,000.

In conjunction with the Federal Home Loan Bank
COVID-19 Relief Grant Program, Holcomb Bank
President/CEQO Perry W. Byers presented checks to
local fire departments, food pantries and Ogle County

Habitat for Humanity.

“When we first heard about the grant opportuni-
ty, we knew it could make a difference in our local
communities and applied as quickly as possible,”
Byers said.

Organizations benefiting from this grant include
the local fire departments of Byron, Flagg Center,

Hillcrest, Lynn-Scott-Rock, Monroe Center, New
Milford, Ogle-Lee, Rochelle and Stillman Valley;
local food pantries including Bread of Life, People
Helping People and Rochelle Christian; as well as
Ogle County Habitat for Humanity.

Holcomb Bank is amember FDIC/Equal Housing
Lender.

Freeport man arrested
on outstanding warrant

On May 9, Teodoro Jimenez, 20, of
Freeport was arrested on an outstanding
Ogle County warrant for driving while li-
cense suspended following a traffic stop.
Jimenezwas givena $1,000 recognizance

bond and was given a June 3 court date.

On May 5, Gaige Lozdoski, 22, of
Mt. Morris, was arrested on a failure
to appear warrant. Lozdoski posted the
$732 bond.

SCHOOL: Board approves plan
to renew district health insurance

From page 1

Retirees include Kim
Salsbury, Deb How-
ard, Patty Bond, Linda
Cooper, Chris Fletcher,
Donna Drought and Jill
Schwartz.

“Most of the time,
retiring teachers would
have along goodbye here
at the school, especially

Any arrests listed in this paper are
merely charges and the defendants
are presumed innocent unless
proven guilty in a court of law.

Please note that all police reports
received from the Rochelle Police, the

in April and May,” said
Harper. “I want to make
sure that I took amoment
to say thank you to these
seven teachers for their
service to Rochelle stu-
dents and the community
at large.”

Board members then
closed the meeting by
mentioning the Illinois
Association of School

Report policy

any time.

i\,

é%o%cﬁblzs

Boards sent down its
first of three board policy
updates. Board mem-
bers will look over the
updates for the required
month and a decision will
be made at next month’s
meeting.

Lastly, board mem-
bers approved a plan
to renew the district’s
health insurance policy.

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department
and the lllinois State Police, will be
printed without exception.

Requests to omit particular reports
will not be considered or honored at

Belvidere Collectible Coins

www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum,

Executive order will help educator
candidates and schools

SPRINGFIELD — To address the
educator shortage that Illinois faces,
and a pandemic that has changed the
educational experience for all students,
Gov. JB Pritzker recently signed Exec-
utive Order 2020-31 to help teacher,
paraprofessional, and other educator
candidates gain licensure and join the
workforce.

“This is a big move forward for
students and for classrooms around
the state that targets two sides of the
problem,” said Illinois Board of Higher
Education Executive Director Ginger
Ostro. “Illinois has more than 15,000
candidates in teacher, school support
personnel, or administrator prepara-
tion programs. They, along with their
colleges, requested flexibility now that
the classroom experience is unavailable
to them. IBHE was happy to work with
the I1linois State Board of Education and
Gov. Pritzker to resolve this.”

This past October, Illinois schools
faced more than 4,800 unfilled positions,
including for teachers, social workers,
administrators, and paraprofessionals.

“Governor Pritzker’s executive order
helps to ensure that all of Illinois’ cur-
rent and prospective educators will be
able to support our students in the fall
as planned,” said State Superintendent
of Education Dr. Carmen I. Ayala. “Our
primary goal has been to minimize the
educational impact to students during
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
These changes make it possible for
students to have the qualified teachers
they need in the fall to continue learning

and growing,” said Ayala.

Executive Order 2020-31 involves
two agencies. As recommended by
IBHE and ISBE, it waives require-
ments for those educator candidates
who cannot complete normal student
teaching, internships, and other pre-li-
censure exams, including the edTPA,
this spring because of the COVID-19
pandemic. Both agencies reached out to
school districts and colleges for input
and suggestions.

Teacher candidates who are eligible
for these exemptions have already
undergone extensive coursework,
pre-clinical fieldwork experiences,
and a licensure content test to prepare
them for the professional educator li-
cense. EO 2020-31 also waives certain
requirements, such as the Constitution
exam and physical fitness test, for eighth
graders and high school seniors so they
can graduate.

The educator licensure order only
affects students who are completing
program requirements during the Guber-
natorial Disaster Proclamations period
and whose institution verifies that the
student could not complete the require-
ment due to COVID-19. Institutions
still have the authority to evaluate the
students’ progress in meeting program
requirements. ISBE and IBHE will
monitor the pandemic situation and
make any recommendations for the fall
semester as warranted.

Refunds are available through Pear-
son for educators who registered for
but have not yet completed the edTPA.

SYCAMORE ANTIQUES

JAMES AND ANN TUCKER,

PROPRIETORS

Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9:30am-5:00pm (81 5) 5 47_7111

~ Call For Directions ~

880 Belvidere Road ° Belvidere, IL

321 WEST STATE STREET
SYCAMORE, ILLINOIS

OPEN
WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY
10:00 AMTO 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM FRIDAY

815-895-4720
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Guest column

A courtesy for those around you

ELIEVE it or
not, a cap and
gown won’t

protect you from the
Coronavirus.

I was thinking about
that Saturday as I drove
past a park not far from
where I live and saw
the 2020 Tri-City High
School class scrunched
up in a gazebo posing
for pictures in a city
park. No one was wear-
ing masks and they most
certainly weren’t observ-
ing the 6-foot social
distancing requirements.

And, yes, [ getit. It’s
not fair that this year’s
graduates aren’t experi-
encing the usual pomp
and circumstance to
mark this milestone in
their lives. But this pan-
demic we are experienc-
ing isn’t fair. It preys on
the most vulnerable in
our society.

It’s easy to be dismis-
sive of this crisis as be-
ing a “Chicago problem”
and not a concern for
folks elsewhere. But
just down the road from
where these kids were
posing, 20 people died
in one nursing home of
this horrible disease.

I began wearing a
mask before Gov. J.B.
Pritzker issued an edict
requiring them. I don’t
wear it to comply with
the government; | wear
it as an act of kindness
toward others.

Are they 100 percent
effective? No. But they
are a deterrent. Wear-
ing a mask during an
epidemic is much like
at other times covering
your nose before you
sneeze. It’s not only
good hygiene, but it’s a
courtesy to those around
you.

Sadly, I’ve seen the
mask rule ignored.

I dropped by an auto
parts store in Springfield
on Wednesday for some
power steering fluid.
The place was packed
with about 20 custom-
ers. Only myself and one
other were wearing a
mask. Even the employ-
ees working the cash
register left them dan-
gling around their necks.
The story was much the

same at a farm-supply
store, where I went to
pick up some pet food.

When I dropped by a
nursery on
Saturday,
to buy a
Mother’s
Day gift,

I couldn’t
help but roll
my eyes.
None of
the cashiers
and fewer than one-fifth
of the customers wore
masks. And the place
was packed.

They are not only
showing contempt for
Pritzker’s order but also
for the welfare of others.

Part of the problem
has been Pritzker’s ap-
proach.

This past week, he
unveiled a five-phase
plan for bringing Illinois
back to “normal.” While
well intentioned, it is
unwieldy and ultimately
as ineffective as a Soviet
five-year plan.

This heavy-handed,
big government “solu-
tion” won’t work for
the simple reason that a
law only is effective if
it is obeyed. Right now,
many people are ignor-
ing the executive orders
because they view it as
government overreach.
Noncompliance, for
them, is an act of civil
disobedience.

Governor, you want
folks working with you
— not against you. To
achieve this, you need to
stop ordering and start
listening.

For example, under
the governor’s plan,
most in-person wor-
ship services are banned
indefinitely.

The governor’s plan
says groups of 50 or
more won’t be allowed
to meet until there is
either a vaccine or ef-
fective treatment for
COVID-19.

There is no guarantee
of a vaccine. More than
30 years ago, when |
was a medical reporter,
I wrote about massive
government funding and
Herculean scientific ef-
forts to develop an AIDS
vaccine. That vaccine

Scott Reeder

doesn’t exist yet.

And a COVID-19
vaccine doesn’t exist ei-
ther. Like the AIDS vac-

cine, it may not come to

fruition.

For the gover-

nor to pin reopening

churches, mosques and

synagogues to future

medical advances isn’t a

plan, it’s a hope. A more

effective idea might be

to work with religious
leaders on ways to mini-
mize the risk of infection.

Things like wearing
masks during church ser-
vices, creating social dis-
tancing barriers between
families and eliminating
a handshakes and hugs
would go a long way to-
ward alleviating possible
routes of infection.

The governor ought to

be working with religious
leaders to develop solu-
tions that will allow them
to meet, rather than issu-
ing orders that will ulti-
mately result in churches
defying the governor and
meeting anyway.

Remember, a law
is only effective if it is
obeyed.

The nature of democ-
racy is compromise and
consensus. Our lawmak-
ers represent the different
needs and concerns of
various areas of the state.
And yet, the governor
has acted unilaterally
for months without any
formal input from legisla-
tors.

He has the authority to
call the legislature back
into session. But he has
chosen not to.

And that does not
serve the state well.

“We have a system of
checks and balances,”
House GOP Leader Jim
Durkin said. “We need
the legislature to meet
in Springfield. We can
do this safely. ... The
governor has not done a
good job of balancing the
state’s health needs with
its economic needs.”

The governor’s office
did not return calls seek-
ing comment.

In the working-class
community where I live,
many people are expe-
riencing unemployment
for the first time. Once
proud barbers, waitress-
es, bartenders, cashiers
and others have been
reduced to scrounging at
a food pantry to just feed

their families.

People want to return
to work in a safe way.
Their employers are
willing to develop safety
plans. But instead of
collaboration, we receive
one-size fits all edicts
from Pritzker.

That’s not how our
system of government is
supposed to work.

It’s time for lawmak-
ers to return to Spring-
field and provide input.
And it’s time for the gov-
ernor to stop telling and
begin listening.

After all, a law is only
effective if it is obeyed.

Scott Reeder is a
veteran statehouse jour-
nalist and a freelance
reporter. ScottReed-
erl965@gmail.com.

VOICE ON THE STREET

Question:

“I hope we can resume international travel this
year. I have a couple trips booked but waiting to
see. A conference in Boston in July has not been
cancelled or postponed yet.”

Silene Q. Walters

“We are heading to Florida.”
Kim Salsbury

“The Smoky Mountains in Tennessee.”
Dawn Estes Johnson

“Yes, to see family in Florida.”
Melinda Kay

“I’m going to Texas in July.”
Kathy Pignato

“Yes, to Tennessee.”
LaWanna Eldridge

‘“Arizonaand possibly Mexico. [Our]April
Florida trip canceled because of Covid.”
Laury Bailey

“I would love to take a bus trip to Branson
with my daughter.”
Susie Land

“Out of Illinois. Other than that, I don’t
care.”
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Markus Anton

““Arizona to see my oldest daughter.”

“I am heading back to Rochelle.”

“Any place but Illinois.”
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Once the stay-at-home order is lifted in Illinois and other states, will
you plan to take a vacation? Where would you like to go?

!

Sue Tyler

Beth Allen Mihok

Ann Andersen

How to contact
government
officials

U.S. Con.Adam
Kinzinger

1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C.
20515

(202) 225-3635

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

Have a letter you want
to submit to us? Send
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Rochelle City Council

* Denotes Chairman/President

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Hillcrest Village Board

*John Bearrows jbearrows@rochelleil.us Mic Brooks mbrooks@rochelleparkdistrict.org Randy Salsbury
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org Pam Pitman
Bil Hayes bhayes@rochelleil.us John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org Don Potter
Don Burke dburke@rochelleil.us Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org Richard Rhoads
Dan McDermott dmcdermott@rochelleil.us *Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org *Jason Fore
Tom McDermott tmedermott@rochelleil.us Jodi Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org Tim Ball
John Gruben jgruben@rochelleil.us Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Flagg Township
Rochelle Elementary School Board Ogle County Board Dist. 3 *Bob Withrow

*Dave Casey
Steve Builta

dcillini9%4@gmail.com

Lloyd Droege

sbuilta@gmail.com Jamey Sulser

ldroege@oglecounty.org
jsulser@oglecounty.org

Joanna Patrick

Susan Rothenberger

rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
ppittman@hillcrestil.us
dpotter@hillcrestil.us
rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
jfore@hillcrestil.us
tball@hillcrestil.us

flaggtwp@rochelle.net
flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
assessor@rochelle.net
scottseebach@gmail.com

noggle62@gmail.com
egruben@comcast.net
susanhager303(@comcast.net
jimk@rocketsupply.com

dickow(@comcast.net

Shirley Reif sreif(@crestfoods.com Greg Sparrow gsparrow(@oglecounty.org Scott Seebach
Jean Tess dtess503@comcast.net Board of Trustees
Eric Van Hise eric.vanhise@gmail.com Ogle County Board Dist. 4 Lance Noggle
Trisha Vaughn jrvtlv02@msn.com Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org Eric Gruben
Javier Zepeda jzepeda@rthsd212.org Skip Kenney skenney(@oglecounty.org Susan Hagar
Kim Whalen kwhalen@oglecounty.org Jim Kenney
Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org Creston Village Board Flagg-Rochelle Library
Carol Hayenga carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org *Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com *Jaqueline Dickow
Bill Ravnaas bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org Deanne Haub hobnob67@comcast.net Teresa Haggestad

Robert Walsh bob.walsh@rthsd212.org Tom Byro

Jeff Tilton jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org Greg Hopkins

Brent Tracy brent.tracy@rthsd212.org Steve Katzman

Brian VanVickle brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org Mike Kerns
Mike Misch
Curt Ward

tommyb_47@yahoo.com
ghopkins522@comcast.net
skatzman@essex 1.com
ac.kerns@comcast.net
mmfam@live.com
caward92@comcast.net

Michael Scanlan

Sheri Klindera
Susan Sevedge
Darci Waltrip

Lanning Nicoloff

haggestads@comcast.net
scanlan@comcast.net
nicoloff118@comcast.net
alwayslefty2@gmail.com
nitlprl22@yahoo.com
doobs12@comcast.net

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be

necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature

of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor

phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should

be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters
involving private disputes between the writer and a business
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published,

however letters rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (PO. Box 46, Rochelle,
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.
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City of Rochelle receives
ﬁnanmal excellence award

ROCHELLE - For
the sixth year in a row,
the City of Rochelle has
been awarded the Certif-
icate of Achievement for
Excellence in Financial
Reporting for the fiscal
year 2018 by the Gov-
ernment Finance Officers
Association of the United
States and Canada.

An Award of Financial
Reporting Achievement
has been awarded to City
Finance Director Chris
Cardott as the designee
primarily responsible for
preparing the award-win-

Cardott

ning CAFR.

The Certificate of
Achievement is the high-
est form of recognition in
the area of governmental

accounting and financial
reporting, and its attain-
ment represents a signif-
icant accomplishment
by a government and its
management.

“We are thrilled that
the GFOA has recognized
Rochelle’s transparency
and accountability in
our financial reporting,”
said City Manager Jeff
Fiegenschuh. “Our Team
is committed to meeting
the high standards of the
GFOA.”

The CAFR has been
judged by an impartial

panel to meet the high
standards of the program
including demonstrating
a constructive “sprit of
full disclosure” to clearly
communicate its finan-
cial story and motivate
potential users and user
groups to read the CAFR.
The Government Finance
Officers Association is
a nonprofit profession-
al association serving
approximately 17,500
government finance pro-
fessionals with offices in
Chicago and Washington,
D.C.

RMU brings back summer saver
residential electric rate program

A‘PPY 'NEW YEAR:
jmm j/w ﬂmrl Ga/ena/ar

FROM THE HEART
DAILY CASH WINNERS

April 21 - Robert Lindenmeyer, Sublette, $25

April 22 - Scoops, Oregon, $25

April 23 - Robert Ballard, Sycamore, $25

April 24 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25
April 25 - Wyatt Berogan, Dixon, $25

April 26 - Anne Avery, Verdun, Quebec, Canada, $50
April 27 - Chris & Marilyn Sanford, Earlville, $25

April 28 - Ashlynn Tinsley, Rochelle, $25

April 29 - Dulce Lopez, DeKalb, $25

April 30 - Jaleesa Pernicek, Sycamore, $25

ROCHELLE - RMU is again
offering the summer saver electric
rate program for residential cus-
tomers. Customers can save money
by reducing their electric usage
between 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Monday
through Friday during the months of

June through September.

With the summer saver rate, you
will be billed $0.2202 per kilowatt
hour during peak hours (2 p.m. until
7 p.m. Monday through Friday) and
$0.0783 perkilowatt hour during off
peak hours. The current summerres-

idential rate is $0.1275 per kilowatt
hour for usage at any time.

Residential customers can sign
up for the summer saver electric
rate at www.rmu.net or by calling
the RMU Customer Service office
at 815-562-4155.

May 1 - Brock Sutton, Rochelle, $25
May 2 - Glen Hughes, Dixon, $25
May 3 - Scott Eckhardt, Rochelle, $50
May 4 - Joy Kohler, Davis Junction, $25

May 5 - Joan Albrecht, Amboy, $25

Birthdays & Anniversaries -
May 16 May 21 May 25
Kathy Conant Heather Dave & Mary Helfrich -
- May 18 McPhearson May 27 - :
- Arianna Heidi Bonilla Leland Hazlip -_—
Thompson Brad & Kelly Arnold May 29 =
May 20 May 24 Tristan Perkins i
Darrell & Beth Bolhous Katie Sherburne _: —
—
e _— R = N =

Check us out online at www.rochellenews-leader.com

May 6 - Doris Lindaas, Rochelle, $25

May 7 - Stephanie Crawford, Rochelle, $25
May 8 - Jessica Morris, Rochelle, $25
May 9 - Matt Wolf, (CHS) Rochelle, $25

May 10 - Fred & Jensine Lingenfeiter, Kingman, AZ, $500
May 11 - Jamie Arntzen, DeKalb, $25

May 12 - Rick Egan, Northwood, Ohio, $25

May 13 - Richard Clayton, Compton, $25

Checks to winners will be mailed out at the end of each
month
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STATE NEWS

Another 74,000 file first-time
unemployment claims in lllinois

Another 3.2 million file claims nationally as states contemplate reopening

BY JERRY NOWICKI
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD — Another 3.2 million Ameri-
cans filed forunemployment during the week ending
May 2, including more than 74,476 Illinoisans.

That brought the total number of insured unem-
ployed for the week to 697,443 in Illinois, according
tothe U.S. Department of Labor estimates, while the
total number of jobless claims since mid-March grew
to 33.3 million nationwide. The numbers represent
roughly 11 percent of Illinois’ civilian labor force
and 15 percent of the nation’s workforce.

Last week’s 74,000 filings were fewer than the
81,000 filings the week prior, and down consider-
ably from the peak of more than 200,000 during
the week ending April 4. The Illinois Department
of Employment Security announced Thursday that
it has processed more than 1 million claims since
March 1.

“The devastation this pandemic has wreaked upon
our economy, the economy of the United States and
that of the world, is mind boggling,” Gov. JB Pritz-
ker said in his daily COVID-19 briefing Thursday.
“The swiftness and immediacy
of its economic impact has never
been seen before.”

The numbers continue to grow
while states around the country
contemplate the best plan for
reopening their economies as
the novel coronavirus pandemic
appears to be in the middle of a
plateau.

Pritzker’s “Restore Illinois”
plan, which he says is backed by
science and epidemiologists, has
faced criticism from Republican
lawmakers for moving too slowly
to get the state working again.

“Until we have a vaccine or
an effective treatment or enough
widespread immunity that new
cases fail to materialize, the option
of returning to normalcy doesn’t
exist,” Pritzker said in unveiling
the plan Tuesday. “That means
we have to learn how to live with
COVID-19 until it can be van-
quished.”

Pritzker’s plan separates the
state into four regions by group-
ing the state’s various medical
districts and sets timelines and benchmarks that

2019

must be met for a region to move into the next of

five phases.
All of Illinois is currently in the second, or “flat-

“This historic
number of claims
has also led to
historic levels of
benefits being
paid out. In the
first four months
of 2020, lllinois has
paid out over $2
billion in claims.
That’s $500 million
more than what
was paid out in

all 12 months of

Gov. J.B. Pritzker

(From the lllinois Department of Employment Security)

County Jan. Feb. March April
Ogle 435 351 1,393 1,828
Lee 193 118 885 1,054
DeKalb 654 483 3,156 3,305

tening,” phase. The earliest a region can enter stage
three is May 29, and it would have to have a test
positivity rate of below 20 percent for 14 days, as
well as 28 days without an increase in COVID-19
hospitalizations. Hospitals in the region would also
need a 14-percent surge capacity.

To reach the final phase in which large events are
allowed and all sectors of the economy are open,
there will need to be a widely available vaccine,
treatment, or no new cases of the virus.

House Republicans on Wednesday
called for a legislative session to
debate the merits of a more local-
ized reopening strategy, claiming
Pritzker’s plan will kill Illinois small
businesses, particularly in the hospi-
tality industry.

“Our state cannot survive this way,
businesses, the employers cannot
survive this,” House Minority Leader
Jim Durkin, R-Western Springs, said
in a videoconference.

Democratic leaders have not yet
indicated they have plans to call a
legislative session to address reopen-
ing. House Speaker Michael Madigan
said in a statement Wednesday that
the health of lawmakers, staff and
the public will be paramount when
deciding when to return for session.

“While I am eager to see areturn to
normalcy, we are talking about peo-
ple’slives, and any plan forareturn to
Springfield must have the health and
safety of all those involved as a top
priority, including the communities
the members represent,” Madigan
said in the statement.

Pritzker has faced continued criti-
cism from Republican lawmakers for
long wait times and other reported problems with
the state’s unemployment filing system. While the
governor said its capacity has been upped to handle

(R S
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an unprecedented number of claims, Republicans in
the videoconference Wednesday detailed a steady
flow of calls to their offices regarding issues with
unemployment.

Rep. Avery Bourne, R-Morrisonville, said one
constituent told her she called IDES 157 times
before finally getting through.

“This is really a broken, broken system,” Bourne
said.

Pritzker said Thursday his office has worked to
deal with years of state government disinvestment in
the department, which has 500 fewer employees than
it did when the Great Recession hit in 2008-2009.

“This historic number of claims has also led to
historic levels of benefits being paid out,” Pritzker
said. “In the first four months of 2020, Illinois has
paid out over $2 billion in claims. That’s $500 mil-
lion more than what was paid out in all 12 months
0f2019.”

Pritzker said the system was unprepared for
the initial crush of claims, but staff has worked
“thousands of overtime hours,” and the agency has
brought on new employees and brought back retired
employees, increased call center hours, updated
and increased phone systems, overhauled the web
platform, implemented an alphabetized calling
schedule and brought on outside partners.

Agents added

He said another 100 call center agents were to
be added to the job as of Monday, with another 100
coming down the line.

“As aresult of these improvements IDES is now
paying unemployment benefits in a timely manner
to 99.9 percent of clean claims,” he said. “And the
majority of these claimants, approximately 75 percent,
receive their first payments within two weeks of filing.”

Also this week, IDES released new instructions for
independent contractors and the self-employed who
may be eligible for newly-created federal pandemic
unemployment assistance.

Workers who believe they are eligible for the new
insurance must first apply for regular unemployment
assistance. Receiving a denial for regular unemploy-
ment benefits is a mandatory first step in determining
eligibility for the new benefits. IDES encouraged
workers to submit the regular claims before a new
pandemic unemployment insurance portal goes live
on May 11.

If claimants receive an eligibility determination of
$0, they can appeal that decision by providing veri-
fication of wages earned, or they can submit a claim
for pandemic unemployment assistance via the new
portal when it opens.

Pritzker said IDES is prepared to process these
claims starting Monday at a rate of 140,000 claims
per hour.
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RUSTY’S
LAWN CARE

Caring for yards
all 4 seasons!

* Mowi « Fertilizi
. TriorT\1er1nirg1]g . Hggétlez'll'r:i?nming n 0 vnu
+Edging -FallCleanUp [
+ Blowing * Snow Removal | 0"Ie r?
Free Estimates
Call Today! 562-4171

The Rochelle News-Leader |-

815-501-7921 |

By g 7Vt 13 P o

Heating & Air Conditioning

HULL

HVAC & Household Services

Furnaces -  Air Conditioners -  Boilers
Duct Cleaning - Water Heaters

Air Conditioner
Clean & Check

340 00

After $35 rebate.

ailable to Rochell

i Ask about duct cleaning
: and
antimicrobial fogging.

815-561-6551
www.HullHVAC.com

'X" Recipient of the 2019 BEE Complaint Free Award.

1
| Expires: 08/31

':r‘»" T

B 815-758-8998 %

-

| \What Service |
-~ | DoYouOffer? |
562-4171

The Rochelle News-Leader

ROOFING & SIDING CO., INC.
—_—_—

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

Mo e
ALL ALUMINUM
» Will Not Rust, Chip Or Peel

* Most Colors Available
e Manufactured On The Job

257 W. Stephenie Dr., Cortland |, -
www.theisenroofing.com

Plumbing/Heating/Cooling

Anderson
Plumbing & Heating Inc.

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

LENNOX

Quality Service-Free Estimates |
Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Lic.#058-087891

A

[3
1

Commercial & Residential Roofing
Residential
Concrete

and Foundations

Bruns

Construction, Inc.

-Shingled Roofs Flat Roofs
‘Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
«Custom Built Homes -Additions

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners

561-0099 Estabished 1997

Driveways, Flatwork | B8

B

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

: O’RORKE
C

onstruction Services, Inc.
Residential & Commercial Building
v Your “Go-To” Contractor For Stamped concrete: patios,
driveways, walks & more in the Rochelle Area
v Service from a local contractor with 25 years in business
v Licensed and insured services

v Superior workmanship and materials

v Enhanced lifetime limited transferable roofing warranty
1 (covering materials & labor)

,'I v NEW DELIVERY SERVICE: Rock & dirt upon request
v FLATWORK v SIDING v REMODELING v ADDITIONS

815.562.8254 104 Maple Court, Rochelle
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SPORTS

RTHS Athletics

Interstate 8 Conference
honors spring seniors

Each athlete to earn All-Conference

ROCHELLE — The
Interstate 8 Conference
has recognized all senior
student-athletes as All-
Conference honorees this
spring season. In a press
release Friday afternoon,
the conference detailed
that the decision was made
to recognize the seniors
who lost their final spring
seasons to the coronavirus
pandemic.

“The schools of the
Interstate 8 Conference are
proud to announce the All-
Conference teams for the
2020 spring season,” the
press release stated. “This
season has been lost to the
COVID-19 pandemic; the
senior athletes in baseball,
girls soccer, softball, boys
tennis, girls track and field
and boys track and field
have dedicated themselves
for four years to their re-
spective sports, thus the
conference is naming all
senior athletes to the All-
Conference team for their
respective sports.”

Rochelle will have three
All-Conference baseball
players including Gavin
Ansteth, Ethan Etes and
Austin Greifenkamp. Four
softball players will earn
All-Conference honors
including Molly Irving,
AllyReish, Abby Reishand
Hannah Luxton. Six mem-
bers ofthe boys tennis team
are now All-Conference
recipients including Saul
Alanis, Sean Flanagan, Mi-
cah Koziol, Carlos Nambo,

Gabriel Nava and Max
Torres.

The Interstate 8 named
nine All-Conference win-
ners fromthe girls track and
fieldteamincluding Britney
Baez, Gabrielle Harding,
Breanna Heisner, Cassie
Moore, Madie Ohlinger,
Amy Price, Macey Ryan,
Angie Saldana and Emma
Smith. The girlssoccerteam
sawfive playersnamed All-
Conference honorees in-
cludingKaitlynn Ost, Jaderi
Ibarra, Viviana Belmonte,
Hannah Eldred and Ruby

“The schools of the Interstate

8 Conference are proud to
announce the All-Conference
teams for the 2020 spring
season. This season has been
lost to the COVID-19 pandemic;
the senior athletes in baseball,
girls soccer, softball, boys
tennis, girls track and field

and boys track and field have
dedicated themselves for four
years to their respective sports,
thus the conference is naming
all senior athletes to the All-
Conference team for their
respective sports.”

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent
1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

1001013.1

oo StateFarm-

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Interstate 8 Conference

Hello,
neighbor!

Please stop by and say, “Hi!"
I'm locking forward to serving
your needs for insurance and
financial services.

Like a good neighbor,

State Farm is there.

CALL ME TODAY.

Cervantes.

The boys track and field
team will have a spring-
high 20 All-Conference
winners including Zack
Akey, Austin Brown, Quin-
ton Casey, Ben Hickey,
Brayden Bonilla, Diego Es-
cobar, George Rogriguez,
Gyvanziel Quinonez, Jaz-
per Murray, Nathan Miller,
Nick Albers, Parker Hale,
Riley Patrick, Santi Cor-
doba, Seth Gould, Tucker
Louis, Ulices Montoya,
Uzziel Zarate, Evan Horner
and Aaron Vondergathen.

Protect yourself against COVID-19 and other diartheal and
respiratory illnesses, and help prevent the spread of germs to others,
by following these simple hand hygiene guidelines:

lathering for at least 20 seconds.

1. Wash your hands with soap and warm water,

2. If soap is unavailable, use a hand sanitizer
containing at least 60 percent alcohol to clean your hands.

+ Before preparing food

* Before eating

¢ After using the toilet

» After changing a diaper or helping a child use the toilet
* Before and after exposure to someone who is sick

* After coughing, sneezing or blowing your nose

* After touching an animal or picking up animal waste

¢ After handling pet food or treats

¢ After handling garbage or garbage cans

News-Leader

Wash your hands throughout the day, and particularly under these circumstances:

* Before and after attending to a cut or wound /0

Information resource: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention .

Proper
handwashing helps
all of us stay healthy,
s0 remember to be
aware and do your part
to help protect yourself

and others! ‘

-

?/U,dz jom[%l‘ Wemories
Durid C. Audvews

July 10, 1961 - May 5, 1980

bravery still inspire us all,
and the memory of your

=7

Your courage and

smile fills us with joy
and laughter.

Love, Mom & Dad

mind.

will always remain.

optional photo if submitted.

In Honor of Memorial Day

The Rochelle News-Leader will publish memorials of those
who are gone but not forgotten. This is a wonderful way to
remember those dear to us, and share memories.

Tributes include your choice of verse from the right, and an

To remember your loved one in this special way,
send this form, a photo and $15.00 per listing.

Deadline is Wed., May 20 at 4 p.m.

9. May the light of peace shine on your face for eternity.
10. May God’s angels guide you and protect you

throughout time.

hearts.

rest and happiness.

loving heart.

Fill out the form below and drop off or mail to:

If you wish, select one of the following verses
below to accompany your tribute.

1. We hold you in our thoughts and memories forever.
2. May God cradle you in His arms, now and forever.

3 Forever missed, never forgotten. May God hold you
in the palm of His hand.

4. Thank you for the wonderful days we shared together.
My prayers will be with you until we meet again.

5. The days we shared were sweet. | long to see you
again in God’s heavenly glory.

6. Your courage and bravery still inspire us all, and the
memory of your smile fills us with joy and laughter.

7. Though out of sight, you'll forever be in my heart and

8. The days may come and go, but the times we shared

11.You were a light in our life that burns forever in our

12. May God’s graces shine over you for all time.

13. You are in our thoughts and prayers from morning to
night and from year to year.

14. We send this message with a loving kiss for eternal

15. May the Lord bless you with His graces and warm,

Gone, But Not Forgotten

Remember your loved one with
a special tribute this Memorial Day.

Rochelle News-Leader, (Gone, But Not Forgotten), 211 Hwy. 38 East, Rochelle, IL 61068

Name Of Deceased:

Relationship To Me:

BirthDate:_ /[

Additional Information

PassingDate:_ /[

Please Publish My Tribute In The Special Memorial Day Section On May 24, 2020.
Verse Number:

Your Name

Address

Phone Number

City

State:

Deadline is Wed., May 20 at 4 p.m.

05032020
ol
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ROCHELLE -

HILLCREST -

CRESTON

STEWARD -

Sell your household items for free.
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words
-one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

KINGS -

ASHTON

101
LEGAL NOTICE

119
ANNOUNCEMENTS

301
ANTIQUES

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby
given that on April 13,
2020, a certificate was
filed in the Ogle County
Clerk’s Office setting
forth the names and
post office address
of all of the persons
owning, conducting
and transacting the
business known as:
Jacob William Cook
3985 South Knoll Rd
Rochelle, IL 61068
Dated: April 13, 2020
Laura J. Cook,

Ogle County Clerk
No. 0422 (April 29, May
6, 13)

101
LEGAL NOTICE

This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive

advertising.  Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those
asking for money in
advance.

105

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive

advertising.  Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those
asking for money in
advance.”

113

FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies that do
business by phone
can’t ask you to pay for
credit before you get it.
For more information,
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from your
hometown newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive

advertising.  Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those
asking for money in
advance.”

127

SERVICES AND
REPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House
Rentals Available Year
Round. Please Call
815-784-4256 For
Availability or Visit us
on Facebook.

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL,
unless licensed or

holding a permit as a
childcare facility, may
cause to be published

any advertisement
soliciting a child care
service. A childcare

facility that is licensed
or operating under a
permit issued by the
lllinois Department of
Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed or
issued a permit. Your
Hometown Newspaper
strongly urges any
parent or guardian to
verify the validity of the
license of any facility
before placing a child in
it’s care.

203
HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER
CARRIERS  Wanted.
(Rochelle) Several
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More
Information.

303
APPLIANCES

NEW MILFORD
REFRIGERATION

NEW SCRATCH & DENT
¢ Refrigerators
e Washers/Dryers

We also carry a
large selection
of refurbished

appliances with a
warranty.

6331 11th Street, Rockford

815-874-2257

¢ Freezers
e Stoves

=

09012019

WANTED TO BUY:
Vintage Metal and Wood
Signs, Milk Bottles &
Local Advertising, Oak
Icebox, Iron Door Stop
and Antique Lighting...
Call Dick Harms at
815-562-2928 or emalil
dickharms @hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: |
pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it’'s antique,

sex, handicap, familial
status, or national
origin, or intention
to make any such
preferences, limitation
or discrimination. We
will  not  knowingly
accept any advertising
for real estate which
is in violation of the
law. All persons are
hereby informed that
all dwellings advertised
are available on an
equal opportunity basis.

I’'minterested in looking! 501
Call 815-562-2928 or
email dickharms@ APARTMENTS FOR
hotmail.com RENT
ROCHELLE
307 PROPERTY
MISCELLANEOUS MANAGEMENT
FOR SALE All size rental
properties
ANGUS BULLS for Residential &
SALE. 2 by Musgrave Commercial
Skyhigh, 1 by SAC |Rochelle, Ottawa and
Conversation. Indiana surrounding area.
Performance  Tested. Call 815-562-7368 3
Walnut Grove Angus www.rochelleproperty.comg

Chicago Rd. — East of
Paw Paw. Jim Marsh
847-652-0931. (05-13-
20)

BUNDLED Newspaper
-$3 per Bundle. End
Roll- Cost Depends on
Weight of Roll. Available
Monday-Friday =~ 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE
RECEPTIONIST AT
FRONT COUNTER
Rochelle News-Leader.

311
FARM EQUIPMENT

FOR SALE - 500-pound
fuel tank with Gasboy
pump. No longer
needed. 815-751-4034,
please leave message.
(05-20-20)

FOR SALE - Tandem

axle trailer. Two
7000-pound axles
with brakes. Excellent
condition. Always

housed. 815-627-8151,
please leave message.
(05-20-20)

315
WANTED TO BUY

WANTED JUNK Cars
and Farm Machinery.
Call 815-761-2803. (06-
03-20)

WANTED: Coin
operated machines,
slot machines,
pinball, arcade, trade
simulators, jukeboxes.

Working or not working.
815-397-6586.

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised herein is
subject to the Federal
Fair ~ Housing  Act,
which makes it illegal
to advertise any
preference, limitation
or discrimination based
on race, color, religion,

203

HELP WANTED

Want To Teach Your Kids About

Responsibility?

The Rochelle News-Leader has four
openings for newspaper carriers.

* Must be 10 years or over
* 3 deliveries per week

» Most routes take less
than 45 minutes

* No collecting

* A great place to

teach your child about
responsibility - and the
rewards ofearning

their own spending money
* Adult carriers are
welcome, too!

Contact Wanda at the
Rochelle News-Leader
office
211 E. Hwy. 38,

7

ROUTE 24-25
SOUTH MAIN, SOUTH 1ST, SOUTH
2ND, SOUTH 3RD STREETS
ROUTE 16-17
CHERRY AVE., 200-1000 BLOCK
LINCOLN HWY., 100-1100 BLOCK
N. MAIN ST., WASHINGTON ST.
ROUTE 28
SOUTHVIEW DR., WILLIS AVE., LAKE
LIDALN.
ROUTE 37
BROOKSTONE DR., MILL POND
SHADY PASS, SUNSET LN. &

COURTS IN BETWEEN

~\

J

04122020

d You Know ........| .

According to

the

PewResearch

local NEWSllallerS continue to

be a key information source

Figure 6

The Topics for Which Newspapers are the Top Source

Percent of adults who rely on
newspapers for these topics ...

On some topics

newspapers tie for

the lead with...

Next most
preferred source
for each topic...

©

Other important
source for this
topic

Crime
Local politics

505

BUSINESS
PROPERTY FOR
RENT

ASHTON: Large Office/
Retail Space on Main
Street in Ashton.
Contact Dave at 815-
973-0206.

509

HOUSES FOR RENT

HOUSE For Rent With
Option to Buy. 2-Story,
3-BEDROOM, 1
Y2-Bath. 815-558-5671.
(05-13-20)

(e 1unity events
Arts events

Local taxes

Schools

Housing

Government activities
Local jobs

Zoning & development
Social services

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

PewResearchCenter

36%
26%
25%
25%
22%
21%
19%
19%
17%
17%
13%

TV news 28%

Internet 18%
Internet 17%

Internet 16%

nalism and Internet

Project for Excellence in Journalism

Pew Internet & American Life Project

Knight Foundation

TV news 29%
Internet 17%
Word of mouth 13%
Internet 17%

TV news 9%

TV news 10%
Word of mouth 4%
TV news 12%
Word of mouth 3%
TV news 6%

TV news 8%

& American Life

ey. N=2,251 adults age 18 anc

SEPTEMBER 2011

Internet 12%
Word of mouth 7%
Internet 12%

TV news 13%
Internet 9%

Word of mouth 10%
TV news 3%
Internet 6%

TV news 3%
Internet 4%
Internet 6%

How People Learn About
Their Local Community

Evervboidy
hartes

YOLll.

You don'’t see
bullving like
This every day.

Your kids do.

Teach vour kids how 1o
be more than
a bystrander.

Learn how at

StopBullying.gov

A

FREE TO BE...
YOUW ANEr ME

FREE TO BE FOUNDATION INC-




WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2020 ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER « SECTION 1 « PAGE 11

The businesses featured on this page are

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by patronizing their businesses.

WE SUPPORT OUR HUBS!

We are
Ogle
County’s
" only
GM Dealer!

+ Rental Cars

+ Collision Repair
+ 24 Hour Towing + Maintenance On All Makes

+ New/Preowned Vehicles and Models

+ Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

JEFFPERRY

CHEVROLET « BUICK - CADILLAC « JEEP - CHRYSLER
815-562-8787 - www.jeffperrychevrolet.com

HUB SPOTLIGHT

MEYERS

FURNITURE & FLOORING

Get a quality education

Career ready. Transfer readly.

All online. From Kish. m-_-,
g -" == 209 PFc;wir‘s"Rolidé?évg:m |\
g . = ochelle,
Registration for Summer u ?: g E’ £2 B
&Fallin Progress! £== 5 = ’g www.meyersfurniture.com
- — ==
’n: gports 2020

/H\
R Chelle

Community Hospital
Your Local Healthcare Resource.

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181
www.rochellehospital.com

Highway 38
“"’*““ Rochelle, IL
Wenays

2"

(COURTESY PHOTO)
The RTHS Athletic Booster Club will be purchasing shirts from BEE Designs for
spring senior athletes who lost their final seasons of competition to the
coronavirus pandemic. The shirts will also be available online for $10 each.

RTHS Booster Club,
BEE Designs team up
for special senior shirts

BY RUSSELL HODGES to all senior student-athletes in spring sports
SPORTS EDITOR for free, BEE Designs has made additional
shirts with blank backs available online

ROCHELLE —Although student-ath- ~ for $10 each at https:/www.beedesigns.
letes in spring sports are unable to compete  biz/coaster-sets. All orders must be placed
this season, the Rochelle Township High by May 18 and shirts will be available for
School Athletic Booster Club has teamed  pick-up on May 30 at RTHS. Times have
\ = up with BEE Designs to give graduating been designed for non-seniors (10 a.m.)
Sunday 11am-11pm » Monday-Wednesday 10am-1am seniors a special gift in recognition of their  and seniors from each spring sport includ-

Thursday-Saturday 10am-2am

411 Cherry Ave. » Rochelle, IL  815-562-6568 achievements as Hubs. ing girls soccer (10:30), baseball (10:45),

JOHNSON
TRACTOR

SALES « PARTS « SERVICE

1030 South 7th Street
800.262.1680

www.johnsontractor.com |

@ MORTON
BUILDINGS

Ifyou can dream it, we can build it.

Construction, Inc.
Residential & Commercial Roofing

e Shingled Roofs
Residential, Concrete [RNPe-Nge
Drlveways Flatwork 13 E/Ietal Rog:fsI Fgr Farm Facilities
o Custom Built Homes
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The RTHS Athletic Booster Clubwillbe  softball (10:55), boys tennis (11:05), girls
Busy Schedule? purchasing T-shirts from BEE Designs for  track (11:15) and boys track (11:30) to grab I
Leave the cooking to us. all senior student-athletes in spring sports  their shirts. BEST PRl(E AROUND
who lost their final seasons to the corona- “We wanted to do something special for
« Large menu of foods virus pandemic. The shirts will feature the  the seniors,” RTHS Athletic Booster Club FULL $ 99
+ Rochelle’s famous chicken word “UNDEFEATED” on the front and  President Corey Kreidersaid. “Wewantedto SYNTHETIC

by the dinner or bucket

Yz \ )
«Hand dipped ice cream » " j‘y

(16 flavors)

@@@W@@Uﬁ@@

DRIVE-IN RESTAURANT g
251 N. ROCHELLE - 562-6039

the phrase “SENIOR 2020 on the back  honor the seniors who have lost their entire
in honor of student-athletes who are now  springseasons. My daughter graduated from ERGETR
gearingup forthe nextchapteroftheirlives. ~ RTHS last year and I’ve gotten to know a /4 ﬁ:r:";t?;'l’;et: f"a' lflare
“My business philosophy has always lotofthesestudent-athletes overthelast few app swww.(a;,pem‘;lef’eia.i(i’emm
been about giving back to the community,”  years. It’s a very good group ofkids and we LG 3!853:?‘]1““ TIRE (8473)
said BEE Designs owner Barb Eychaner. ~ wanted them to have something special to n T TN Goonsvean
“T think the shirts are an awesome way to  help them remember their spring sports in
commemoratethe seniorsanditfeelsgoodto  a positive way.”
Local People Providing Local Service recognize their achievements despite these The RTHS Athletic Booster Club has C an T h ot

OIL CHANGE B

unusuallcircumstanc.es. It meansalottq me helped support RTHS athletic programs Postcards Lefterheads
D behe% as a business owner in Rochelle, especially ~ for many years, using revenue from con- Business Cards  Calendars
. . . . . Magazines Catalogs
s considering that my three children went cessions and other fundraisers to purchase Brochures i
through the high school and graduated. I new uniforms, cover registration fees for Yo;cli Signs Eg:elkopes
. . aqe ers cKers
think the shirts are a neat way to help fill ~ student-athletes and more. Any families or R e

WatersiWaste\Water;

. . h . : : : Banners CD/DVD Packin
Electric - Communications the void they may be feeling withouthaving  parents interested in becoming booster club 9

their sports and their usual ceremonies.” members can contact the RTHS athletic i e o
Whiletheboosterclubwill provideshirts  department or Kreider at 815-751-5555. |_| UB-REMSEN

Il CRINT GROUP

Phone: 815-562-4155 333 Lincoln Highway
Fax: 815-562-5861 Rochelle, IL

www.rmu.net 101 Maple Ave * 815.562.7057 + hub-remsen.com

- Custom
Embroidery

- Direct to garment
printing

-Custom Heat
Transfer

*1,000’s of
products
available

- Fast Turn Around

*No Minimum
Order

Rochelle’s #1 Stop for all your Custom Logo Wear Needs.

Downtown Rochelle * 815-561-9500 « 926customembroidery@gmail.com

M-F 10-5, Sat. 9-12
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Hospitality & Culinary

Feed your

passion for
cooking — start
| your career

in Culinary Arts
| at Kish!

Pl

e Small class sizes and fully-stocked
kitchen workstations

e Create delicious dishes — baking
and cooking — plus learn proper food
handling, kitchen and equipment
safety, knife skills and more

e Earn ServSafe Manager Certification

Feed your passion at Kish. Visit www.kish.edu/culinary
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CELEBRATING SENIORS

BEE Designs, RTHS Booster Club team up
to provide shirts for spring athletes.

See page 11 for more details

RTHS Boys Track

Reaching new heights

Vondergathen to continue with Flying Dragons Pole Vault Club

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

aron Vonder-
gathen was
struggling to

find an event to compete
in during his first year
of track and field with
the Rochelle Township
High School program his
freshman season. That
quickly changed when a
friend recommended he
take up pole vaulting,
something most student-
athletes don’t have the
opportunity to attempt
until they reach the high
school level.
Vondergathen only
vaulted in two meets
as a freshman, and his
personal record after one
season was a measly 8
feet. Buthis performances
improved significantly
over time, and his efforts
resulted in an outdoor
personal-record vault of
12 feet during the 2019
I[HSA 2A Sterling Sec-
tional, where he placed
third and was 6 inches shy
of qualifying for the state
championships.
Although the coro-
navirus pandemic has
taken away Vonderga-
then’s senior season, the
RTHS vaulting standout
has committed to becom-
ing a new member of
the Flying Dragons Pole

Vault Club in Normal.
Vondergathen, who will
be attending Illinois Val-
ley Community College
to study computer-aided
drafting and design, said
he learned about the club
during his junior season.

“I decided to look into
the Flying Dragons Pole
Vault Club because | at-

il

tended a vaulting camp the
clubhosted during the win-
ter of my junior year and |
really liked their facility,”
Vondergathen said. “Ilook
forward to improving as a
vaulter and reaching new
heights. What I enjoy most
about pole vaulting is the
feeling [ have after beating
an old personal record.”

Vondergathen vaulted
his way into the varsity
lineup his sophomore sea-
son, when he competed in
eight meets for the Hubs
including the 2018 IHSA
2A Genoa-Kingston Sec-
tional, where he finished
fifth with a clearance of
11 feet. The senior set his
indoor personal record

l
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during Rochelle’s only
track meet this season,
clearing 12-4 % against
DeKalb and Belvidere.

“[ first joined the track
and field team my fresh-
man year and what I
enjoy most is how you’re
always trying to beat our
personal bests and get bet-
ter in each of our events,”

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)
Rochelle senior Aaron Vondergathen will be continuing his academics at lllinois Valley Community College while becoming a member of
the Flying Dragons Pole Vault Club in Normal. Vondergathen plans to study computer-aided drafting and design.

Vondergathen said. “I’ve
improved most in under-
standing what I’'m doing
while vaulting. When 1
look back at my first two
years, [ was mainly throw-
ing myselfover the bar, but
now [ understand what my
body is doing and how I
can improve my form for
the next vault [ attempt.”

Illinois High School Association

THSA launching three-day social media campaign

Statewide initiative taken to honor athletes, educators and seniors

BLOOMINGTON —
The IHSA is embarking on
a three-day social media
campaign from May 14-16
to celebrate the end of the
2019-20school yearamidst
the significantimpact COV-
ID-19hasplaced onIllinois
High School Association
teams and students.

Despite challenges,
COUNTRY Financial, an
official corporate spon-
sor, recognizes the com-
mitments of each school
community throughout the
entire year and is pleased to
assist the IHSA in making
sure those efforts do not
go unnoticed. Utilizing the
slogan #WeArelnThisTo-
gether, the campaign aimsto
unify participants statewide
via recognition of student-
athletes, educators, and the
senior class of 2020.

“This is a time of year to
celebrate, evenamong these
extraordinary circumstanc-
es,” said IHSA Executive
Director Craig Anderson.
“We want to come together
as a statewide high school

community to let each of
these groups know that we
recognize their efforts and
accomplishments. No mat-
ter what happens, we are in
this together.”

Each of the three days
will have its own theme
aimed at recognizing ath-
letes, educators and finally,
the seniors in the class of
2020. Over the course of
the three days, the IHSA
encourages anyone posting
on social media to use the
hashtags #WeAreInThis-
Together and #IHSA, so
we can find and share your
stories.

May 14

America’s Original
March Madness came to
a sudden conclusion this
year,asthe 2020 [HSABoys
Basketball State Finals were
unable to be played, and
the THSA’s spring sports
eventually suffered the
same fate. Weencourage all
high school teams, coaches,
parents, fans, and athletes
to post pictures and share
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memories from their high
school sports experiences
on Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram. In addition,
the THSA will recognize
the eight schools (Aurora
Christian, Goreville, Mad-
ison, Roanoke-Benson,
Breese Mater Dei, Chicago
Orr, Timothy Christian,
and Sacred Heart-Griffin)
who qualified for the 2020
COUNTRY Financial IHSA
Boys Basketball Class 1A
and Class 2A State Finals.

May 15

Educators around the

state have gone the extra
mile in working with their
students digitally over the
pasttwomonths. On Friday
night, when over 400 [IHSA
schools are expected to turn
on the lights at their schools
and athletic complexes for
the “Lights for the Fight”
initiative, we are asking
students and community
members to brighten so-
cial media with their own
thankstoall theteachersand
coaches who have helped
light their path.

Lights for the Fight is
about honoring first re-
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Rl #WeAreInh:s ogether

| _.....vﬁ

Thursd ay, May 14: To-gctherfou\thle:es . Frcday, Hay 15 Iogethcr !orEdw'ors + Saturday, May 16: Together for Seniors

sponders and essential
workers, so we encourage
recognition for those brave
individuals, wholike educa-
tors, are inspiring in their
efforts to put others first.

May 16

The IHSA was sched-
uled to crown its first state
champions of the spring
on May 16, a celebration
of achievement that would
have repeated each Satur-
day through mid-June. The
culmination ofahighschool
season is extra special for
our seniors, as they leave
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their leadership and legacy
behind to their underclass
teammates.

Senior student-athletes
are encouraged to post a
picture of themselves on so-
cial media in their uniform,
favorite school apparel, or
the IHSA Student Advisory
Committee’s Salute to Se-
niors shirts.

We hope communities
at large will post on social
media in support of their se-
niors, recalling their favorite
memories and the impact
they have had during their
four years.



