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Canine slicker

on May 17. (Reporter photo)

A dog is protected against the rainy conditions by a doggy raincoat as its owner
takes it for a walk on May 14 in Mendota. Heavy thunderstorms pounded the
Mendota area over a two-day period, producing nearly five inches of rain. Flood-
ing and wind damage that took down trees and damaged some structures was
reported in Sublette, Paw Paw and Amboy. After a two-day respite, the soggy
conditions returned as another three and a half inches of rain drenched the area

Reckless driver
leaves trail of
destruction after

Date set for MHS
sraduation ceremony

J In-person event scheduled for July 18 in gym

By BONNIE MORRIS
Editor

MENDOTA — The Mendota High School
Class 0f 2020 graduation ceremony has been
rescheduled for Saturday, July 18 in the school
gym. The date was approved during the May
18 Board of Education meeting.

Superintendent Jeff Prusator said the se-
nior class was surveyed regarding the type
of graduation ceremony they preferred and
almost unanimously, they wanted a live cere-
mony rather than a virtual one. After looking
at the calendar and the timeline for when the
state hopes to safely begin allowing group
gatherings, July 18 was chosen with a time
yet to be determined. Prusator said he hopes
they can have at least 50 people in the gym at
atime for the ceremony, and hopefully more.

Board member Aaron Elston asked if an
outdoor ceremony had been considered, but
Prusator said people could be spread out
more in the gym than they could be in the
stadium. “Ifthe spread ofthe virus has slowed
as projected by July 18, we hope we will be
able to do this,” he said.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

The Virtual Awards Ceremony was held on
May 16 at 6 p.m. on YouTube, social media
and the school website. Principal Denise
Aughenbaugh said that was the time originally
scheduled for graduation, so she hoped it
was at least something for the seniors to look
forward to. She thanked all of the businesses,
alumni and individuals who helped this year’s
students by providing the many scholarships
and awards. The traditional awards will be
presented at the graduation ceremony, but
donors were able to reveal those awards
earlier if they preferred.

In addition, MHS teachers had the idea
for a new award this year. They selected
students who were engaged and dedicated
throughout the entire 40 days of remote

learning. The “Remote Learning Award”
was issued to 96 students who completed
all of their assignments, had good Remote
Learning attendance, and raised their grade by
5 percent. This was to honor students who al-
ready had letter grades of “A.” Aughenbaugh
said all other students could be rewarded by
improving their letter grade, but there was no
real incentive for the “A” students to keep
working, other than their self-motivation,
work ethic, and family support.

“We encourage them to keep up that hard
work, continue those good work habits and
use their perseverance as they move through
life. It will serve them well,” Aughenbaugh
said.

The March Academic Awards Assembly
will be presented in the fall, so there will be
fall and spring academic honors presented
during the 2020-21 school year.

STUDENT HANDBOOK

Assistant Principal Joe Masini reported
on four proposed changes to the student
handbook for next year.

1. In keeping with the PACE framework
for college and career planning, students
will now be allowed three college visits by
the end of their junior year, rather than one.

2. The technology director will be given
more input regarding a student’s access to
the internet for disciplinary reasons. Masini
said internet access is important for students
but the administration has the discretion to
take that right away or to give it back when
appropriate.

3. Head phones are allowed in school but
students will now will have to leave at least
one ear open.

4. A new system for cell phones in the
classroom will be in place. When students

See District 280, Page A5

New employment resources

available for job seekers
 Online portal unveiled to help find work

striking vehicle,
house in Mendota

MENDOTA — A Mendota man was
charged with multiple traffic offenses
after his erratic driving ultimately led

to him crashing his vehicle into a house
on May 14.

Patrick A. Porter, 43, of 1210 Indiana
Ave., was charged with two counts of
(failure to report) duty upon damaging
unattended vehicle or other property, im-
proper lane usage and reckless driving.

Atapproximately 11:13 a.m., Mendo-
ta police officers responded to multiple
complaints of reckless driving in the
vicinity of Northbrook School. The
complaints included speeding at a high
rate, disobeying traffic signs, leaving the
scene of a property damage accident and
other traffic-related acts.

While investigating the complaint,
officers further learned that the attached
garage of a house in the 500 block of
19th Street had been severely damaged
by Porter’s vehicle and a parked vehicle
had been struck in the 1100 block of
Main Street.

Porter was released on scene with a
July 1 LaSalle County court date.

The garage of a Mendota house was severely damaged when a vehicle driven
by a 43-year-old Mendota man plowed into it on May 14. (Reporter photo)

By BEN ORNER
Capitol News lllinois

SPRINGFIELD — Gov.
JB Pritzker last week an-
nounced new resources to
help the hundreds of thou-
sands of people unemployed
in Illinois, unveiling an
online portal that will offer
job training and connect job
seekers with prospective
employers.

Get Hired Illinois is a
“one-stop shop” for job
seekers of all levels and
backgrounds toaccess career
training programs, virtual
job fairs and opportunities
to connect with employers,
the governor said.

“It’s critical that our state
do everything possible to
help our residents get back
to work, whether returning
to positions that they once
held or with employers who
are seeking to hire,” Pritzker
said.

The state says Get Hired
currently features 60,000
available jobs, and that more

than 70 employers have com-
mitted to hosting virtual job
fairs on the site.

Starting June 1, unem-
ployed Illinoisans will also
qualify for free, unlimited
access to courses through
Coursera, an online plat-
form that offers thousands
of courses and hundreds of
specializations.

Coursera will focus on
training in the information
technology field, which is in
high demand as workplaces
operate remotely during the
pandemic. After finishing
online programs, participants
can continue their studies at
a local community college
or university. Free access to
Courserawill run through the
end of the year.

The Illinois Department
of Employment Security
has processed more than
1,076,000 unemployment
claims since March 1, Pritz-

See Resources, Page A5
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OTTAWA - LaSalle
County will hold a free
electronics recycling event
on Saturday, June 6 from
9 am. to 1 p.m. The event
will take place at the La-
Salle County Government
Center, 707 E. Etna Road,
Ottawa.

This event is limited to
LaSalle County residents
only and pre-registration
is required. Residents may
register online (preferred)
at https://lasallecounty.
as.me/ or call (815) 630-
4308 (Monday-Thursday

8 a.m.-4 p.m. and Friday
8 a.m.-noon) to register
by phone.

Televisions will be ac-
cepted but there is a limit of
two televisions per vehicle.

ACCEPTED items in-
clude the following:

Cable and satellite re-
ceivers, cameras, cash
registers and credit card
readers, cell phones and
accessories, chargers, cir-
cuitboards, computer serv-
ers, computers and parts,
copiers/printers/scanners/
fax machines/typewrit-

ers, DVD/VHS players,
external drives, ferrous
and non-ferrous metals,
ink and toner cartridges,
laptops/tablets/eReaders,
mice and keyboards, micro-
waves, monitors (all types),
MP3/iPods/etc., network-
ing equipment (modems,
switches, routers, hubs),
phones and telecom equip-
ment, projectors, recharge-
able batteries (lithium ion,
Ni-Cd, lead acid, Ni-Mh),
stereos/radios/speakers,
televisions (all types, limit
2), uninterrupted pow-

er supplies, video game
consoles and wire/cables/

Register now for free LaSalle County E-Waste recycling event

Christmas lights.

NOT ACCEPTED
items include the follow-
ing:

Loose alkaline batteries
(accepted while contained
in electronic devices),
liquid containing items,
Freon containing items
(AC units, dehumidifiers),
white goods (refrigera-
tors, freezers), thermostats
and light bulbs.

The event flyer is acces-
sible on the main page of
the LaSalle County website
at www.lasallecounty.org.

Stage 212
temporarily

suspends season

LA SALLE - The Stage
212 management board has
temporarily suspended the
remainder of their 2020
season. They will evaluate
opportunities for future
performances as state and
federal safety guidelines for
COVID-19 evolve.

Patrons are encouraged
to routinely check stage212.
org for updates. Stage 212
looks forward to returning
to their role of bringing the
live performing arts to the

area in a safe and healthy
environment.

Numerous downed limbs and branches make a Paw Paw street impassable following

a severe storm on May 14-15.

Paw Paw, Sublette report storm damage

LEE COUNTY - The National Weather
Service reported that flash flooding and scat-
tered strong thunderstorm winds occurred
the night of Thursday, May 14 into Friday,
May 15.

The storm caused a swath of notable wind
damage, primarily to trees, in north central
Illinois (Lee and DeKalb counties) into the
far western suburbs (Kane County). While
broad strong winds are the main culprit,
some damage may have been caused by
brief tornadoes.

In Paw Paw, there were reports of wind
damage including numerous trees down
along Chicago Road, Chapman Street and

Maple Street. In Sublette, Lee County Emer-
gency Management reported tree damage in
Woodhaven Lakes area, and part of a roof
uplifted in town. Lee County also reported
flooding of I1l. Route 26 near Ill. Route 30
and on residential streets in Amboy.

Rainfall amounts from this round of
storms, along with rainfall earlier in the day
on Thursday, brought some totals in excess
of four inches in parts of the Chicago met-
ro (including the official measurement at
O’Hare International Airport), and also in/
near Kankakee County.

Theheavyrainresulted in some impassible
roads due to water.

OSF HEALTHCARE

KEEPING YOU CONNECTED AND INFORMED

OSF HealthCare has THREE ways to connect
you 24/7 to trustworthy information
about novel coronavirus (COVID-19).

+ Visit our chatbot Clare, a digital assistant,
at osfhealthcare.org

1OGO)
- Text OSF to 67634 to connect with

OSF COVID Companion, a FREE

text messaging tool

Call the COVID-19 Nurse Hotline™
at 1-833-OSF-KNOW (833-673-5669)

*Staffed by RNs and other health care professionals.

; OSF HEALTHCARE

Above: A pole barn in Paw Paw receives serious damage from the storm; below, ComEd
workers are on the scene to repair downed power lines. (Photos contributed)
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is the permanent, clog-free gutter solution!*

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free
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: $99 " RECEIVE A §25
: :: WALMART GIFT CARD

' INSTALLATION:: WITH FREE (e

-HOME

815-673-7216 i E.SI'E".AIE'**

e THE ONLY ONE-PIECE
SEAMLESS DEBRIS SHEDDING
GUTTER SYSTEM

e MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY
FOR YOUR HOME

e SCRATCHGUARD® PAINT FINISH
¢ LIFETIME NO-CLOG WARRANTY

Does not include cost of material. Expires 5/31/20. **All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation
will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by Englert LeafGuard. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and
installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both
cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo D, be able to understand English, and be
legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities,
their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and
former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater
value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the
promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer is subject to change without notice prior to
reservation. Expires 5/31/20.
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Geuther marks 40 years with Mendota Mutual Insurance

MENDOTA — Mendota
Mutual Insurance Company
Manager Deb Geuther is
celebrating her 40th anni-
versary working for the local
insurance company.

Geuther first started at
Mendota Mutual after MMIC
manager Roger Krenz asked
her mother-in-law if she
knew anyone who was
looking forajob. Justso hap-
pened, Geuther was looking
for work.

“At the time, I was mow-
ing Roger’srental property in
LaMoille,” Geutherrecalled.
“I applied and the rest is 40
years of history.”

Over those four decades,
Geuther got her insurance
license, earned her Profes-
sional Farm Mutual Manager
designation and is in the
Merit Society through the
National Association of Mu-
tual Insurance Companies.

When Geuther first started
at MMIC, technology was
vastly different than it is
today. In those early years,
she used a typewriter to type
all the declaration pages, in-
voices and other paperwork.

“I guess that is why I had
to do a typing test for my in-
terview . . . on a typewriter,”
she recalled.

Deb Geuther, left, is congratulated for her years of
service by Jack Robison, vice president of the Mendota
Mutual Insurance Company Board of Directors. (Photo
contributed)

Geuther said insurance
changes daily, which is one
of'the challenges of her posi-
tion. She hasto stay informed
and keep up with those
changes in order to provide
agreatproduct for customers

CARL'S QUIZ

In what country has it become common
to put cucumber, peanuts, pineapple
and yogurt sauce on tacos?

The answer to last week’s quiz is: German engine
designer and automotive engineer, Karl Benz is often
credited with creating the world’s first car. His Benz
Patent Motorcar from 1885 is considered the first
practical automobile. He received a patent for the
motorcar in 1886.

Answer next week in The Mendota Reporter and online at
www.mendotareporter.com
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Keep it local.

at an affordable price.
“Computers are great, I
don’t know how we could
function without them,” she
said. “Just when you think
youhaveup to date technolo-
gy, something new emerges.”

Besides changes in tech-
nology, business itself has
changed.

“When I first started, we
could do things onaperson’s
word,” Geuther said. “Now
you have to have documen-
tation on everything.”

Looking back on the past
40 years, Geuther said the
board of Mendota Mutual
Insurance Company hasbeen
very supportive.

“I enjoy working for
MMIC, and the board has
been very good to me,” she
said. “They always allow my
family to come first, which
I greatly appreciate. I have
enjoyed the people that T have
been able to meet, the mutual
world is a family.”

Deb and her husband,
Brad Geuther have been
married for 41 years. The
couple has two daughters,
Jade, who lives in Canton,
Ga. and coaches Reinhardt
University softball; and
Nigel, who lives in Peoria,
Ariz. with her husband, Nef-
tali, and their three children,
Omni, 4, Oaklie, 3 and Ozzie,
5 months.

Inherspare time, Geuther
collects Barbie dolls and has
amassed a collection that is
1,000 strong.

Social Security updates information
regarding Economic Impact Payments

WASHINGTON, D.C. —The Social Security Administra-
tion has issued an update about COVID-19 Economic Impact
Payments (EIP) to certain groups of Social Security and Sup-
plemental Security Income (SSI) beneficiaries. Beneficiaries
who have their regular monthly payments managed for them
by another person, called a representative payee, will begin
receiving their EIPs from the IRS in late May.

“The Social Security Administration has been working
with the IRS to provide the necessary information about
Social Security and SSI beneficiaries in order to automate
and expedite their Economic Impact Payments,” said Andrew
Saul, Commissioner of Social Security. “While millions of
our beneficiaries have already received their EIPs from the
IRS, we continue to work hard for those beneficiaries who
are awaiting their payment from the IRS.”

Foradditional information about payments to beneficiaries
withrepresentative payees, please refer to www.socialsecurity.

See UPDATE, Page A4
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Graves-Hume
Public Library

o pickup your lbrary tems call

815-538-51 42.

Graves-Hume Public Library
to offer curbside service

MENDOTA - A new
service will begin for card-
holders at Graves-Hume
Public Library on Thursday,
May 21.

The library will offer
no-contact curbside pickup
of materials. This program
is limited to Graves-Hume
Public Library cardholders
only and the library building
willnotbe opento the public.

There are three ways pa-
trons may place a curbside
pickup order:

1. Place holds using the
online catalog at https://
graveshume.org/. You will
need your full library card
number and your PIN (last
four digits of your library
cardnumber). Once youhave
placed items on hold, call
the library to set up a time
for pickup.

2. E-mail requests using
the online Ask Us! page,
https://graveshume.org/ask-
us/.

3. Call the library to speak
with a staff member.

Graves-Hume will only
beabletoplace holds on their
materials. There are no de-
liveries from other libraries.

Inaneffortto help prevent
the spread of COVID-19,
library staff will quarantine
returned items for a period
of time. Recently returned
materials may remain on
your account longer than
usual. When checked in,
library staff will backdate the
materials. No overdue fines
will be charged.

When arriving to pick
up items, call the library
and have your trunk open,
but remain in your vehicle.
Staff will place your items
in your trunk.

The library’s tempo-
rary hours will be Monday
through Thursday 10 a.m.-6
p.m.; Friday and Saturday 10
a.m.-2 p.m.

The library staff is ex-
cited to begin working with
patrons again and thanks
everyone in advance for
their patience as the library
begins this new service. Li-
brary director Emily Kofoid
said they are thrilled to be
back to work and serving
the community. Follow the
library on Facebook to see
the latest updates and to find
reading recommendations.
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WHEN IT COMES TO CHECKING...
EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
HAS SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE.

\/Regular Checking
v NOW Checking

FROM \/Super NOW Checking

Call or stop by
to enjoy these

great benefits:

e No Per
Check Fee

¢ Online and S
Mobile Banking =

EUREKA'S NEW
DEBIT CARD

Wireless enabled to
allow contactless
tap-to-pay
transactions.
Quick and easy use
wherever you go.

BANK

250 Marquette St. 1300 13th Ave. 101 N. Columbia Ave. 2959 Peoria St.
LaSalle, IL 61301 Mendota, IL 61342 Oglesby, IL 61348 Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-0700 Ph. 539-5656 Ph. 883-3354 Ph. 223-9400

www.eurekasavings.com
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Tiffany A. Trumbauer

DALZELL - Tiffany A. Trum-
bauer, 30, of Dalzell passed away
unexpectedly on May 7, 2020 at St.
Margaret’s Hospital, Spring Valley.

Cremation rites have been
accorded. Due to the Covid-19
pandemic, the family will have a
Celebration of Life at a later date.
Wasmer Funeral Home is assisting
the family.

Tiffany was born Sept. 1, 1989
in Waterloo, lowa to Gary and Angela (Kral) Trumbauer.

Survivors include her parents of Dalzell; two daughters,
RobbiLee and Devlyn Trumbauer, both of Dalzell; one broth-
er, Zack (Justice) Trumbauer of Dalzell; two sisters, Brandi
Miller of Waterloo, lowa and Chalynne Kral of Marshalltown,
Iowa; her paternal grandmother, Mary Morton of LaSalle;
four nephews and two nieces.

She was preceded in death by her paternal grandfather
and maternal grandparents.

Tiffany graduated from LaSalle-Peru High School in
2007. She was a PTO member at Dalzell Elementary School
and was a Girl Scout leader with Central Illinois Girl Scouts
Service Area 7.

Memorials may be directed to the family. Online condo-
lences may be left at wasmerfuneralhome.com.

Brooklyn Legion cancels service

WEST BROOKLYN — Commander Dennis Weiler
has announced that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the
Memorial Day service for Brooklyn American Legion
Post 657 has been canceled.

Andrew L. Beamon, Sr.

TRIUMPH - Andrew Lee Bea-
mon, Sr., 62, of Triumph passed
away unexpectedly on May 11,2020
at his home.

Private graveside services were
held at 11 a.m. on May 16 at Wisner
Cemetery with Father Peter Pilon
officiating. Merritt Funeral Home,
Mendota handled the arrangements.

Andrew wasbornAug.2,1957in
Chicago to Leo Louis and Josephine
(Langridge) Beamon, Sr. He married Tamara Atwood on Sept.
9, 2011 in Kane County.

Survivors include his wife of Triumph; his mother, Jose-
phine Beamon of Aurora; two sisters, Margaret Hill of Ala-
bama and Linda Beamon of Illinois; two brothers, Jim (Laly)
Beamon of Illinois and Leo Beamon, Jr. of Pennsylvania;
and several stepchildren, grandchildren, nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his father; his paternal grand-
parents, Grover and Martha (Kelley) Beamon; and maternal
grandparents, Ernest and Grace (Guthier) Langridge.

Andrew attended school in North Aurora and was a Boy
Scout during his youth. He was the proud owner of Andy’s
Truck Repair, which he owned with his wife. A diesel me-
chanic for over 30 years, he worked on trucks, trailers and
anything else. If he had a tool in his hand, he could fix it.
He worked hard all his life and helped anyone with anything
through the years. Hehad aheart of gold. He enjoyed spending
time with his wife, their two black labs, Zena and Thor, his
stepchildren, who he helped raise, and grandkids. Andrew
was papa to all of them. He also enjoyed doing things around
the house and watching television, and he loved eagles and
Harley Davidson motorcycles.

EFFINGHAM —Midland
States Bank, through its
Foundation, has announced
$250,000 in grants to support
COVID-19 relief efforts to
several non-profit organi-
zations in the communities
it serves.

The grant recipients are
working to address urgent
needs for food, shelter, rent
and utility assistance, prima-
ry health and mental health
services.

“Our communities are
facing unprecedented times
due to COVID-19. These
grants, combined with the
more than 2,200 small busi-
ness loans made by our bank
inthe past few weeks, are part
ofoureffortsto help alleviate
some of the safety, social and
financial burdens felt during
this time,” commented Jef-
frey G. Ludwig, President
and CEO of Midland States
Bancorp, Inc. “Asa commu-
nity bank, our focusis always
on the needs of our com-
munities. The grants we are
announcing today support
local nonprofitorganizations

J cHoosINGA |
1 MEMORIAL IS |
NO TIME TO
SETTLE FOR
IMPERFECTION

WE TAKE QUALITY AND
WORKMANSHIP VERY
SERIOUSLY. WE’RE NOT

providing essential resources
to families and others in our
communities. The small
business loans have helped
support paychecks to more
than 27,000 employees in
our markets.”

The Midland States Bank
Foundation supports the gen-
eral welfare, education and
health in the communities
where the bank operates.

These grants bring the
Foundation’s total contribu-
tions to non-profit organiza-
tions throughout Midland’s
footprintto $1,150,000 since
its creation in 2011.

Midland States Bank
Foundation grant recipients
include:

6:35 Pantry

Arukah Institute of Heal-
ing

B-1 Food Pantry

BCMW Community Ser-
vices - Centralia

Better Family Life

Beyond Housing 24:1
Initiative

Blessings in a Backpack

Bond County Senior
Center

Boone County CASA

Breast Intentions of Illi-
nois Inc.

Buddy Bags Dixon

Bureau County Food
Pantry

Carpenter’s Place

Carrie Lynn Children’s
Center

Catholic Charities

CEFS

Children’s Safe Harbor

Christian Hospital

Circle of Concern Food
Pantry

Memorials may be directed to the family.

Midland States Foundation awards $250,000 for COVID-19 relief

Community Food Basket
of Ottawa

Community Service
Council

Courage Connection in
Champaign

Crisis Nursery of Effing-
ham County

Dixon Food Pantry

Duane Dean Behavioral
Health Center

Effingham County Fish
Human Services

FAST - Foster Adoption
Support Team

First Christian Church
Ministerial Alliance

First Presbyterian Church

Fortitude Community
Outreach

Free Methodist Church
Misterial Alliance

Greater Rockford Pantry
Coalition

Hall Township Food Pan-
try

Hands of Hope of Illinois

Harvey Brooks Motiva-
tion & Development Foun-
dation

Helen Wheeler Center

[llinois Valley Food Pan-
try

Illinois Valley PADS

Jefferson Barracks Food
Pantry

Jennings School District

Kankakee County Board
Administration

Kankakee County Com-
munity Services, Inc.

Kendall County Commu-
nity Food Pantry, Inc.

Let’s Feed Our Children

Lighthouse Pregnancy
Center - Vandalia

Loaves and Fishes for
St. Louis

Mendota Area Christian
Food Pantry

Merci’s Refuge in Cham-
paign

Miss Carly’s

Monroe County House Of
Neighborly Services

Morning Star Mission

NCCD Corporation -
North County Community
Development Corporation

Nourishing Greatness -
Vandalia

Riverside Healthcare

Salvation Army

Sauk Valley Food Bank

Southeastern Illinois
Community Foundation

Spanish Community Cen-
ter

St. Louis Area Food Bank
- COVID - 19 Relief Fund

Summer Eats Lunch Pro-
gram

Teen Turf

The Family Life Center
in Effingham

The Little Bit Foundation

Tri County Council Op-
portunities

United Way Emerging
Needs Fund

United Way of Kankakee
& Iroquois Counties

Warren Sharpe Commu-
nity Center

We Care of Grundy Coun-
ty

Wenona Food Pantry

Will County Center for
Community Concerns

Will Grundy Medical
Clinic

Winnebago County
CASA

Youth In Need

Youth Service Bureau

YWCA La Voz Latina

CENSUS 2020

Adjustments due to COVID-19

ROCK ISLAND - West-
ern Illinois Area Agency on
Aging, in partnership with
the Illinois Department on
Aging, supports an accurate
count for Illinois in the de-
cennial census. As we begin
tomove through the 5 Phases
of Restore Illinois, some are
askingaboutthe 2020 Census
and how field operations are
going to operate in light of
Covid-19 precautions.

The Census Bureau reg-
ularly updates information
on its website and has also
developed a fact sheet to
respond to some of the most
common questions. The
fact sheet contains a wealth
of information to keep the
public aware of their efforts,
including how/when they
plan to resume operations
and how they are addressing
safety concerns:

How will the Census
Bureau determine where
to resume? Census Bureau
leadership is deciding where
to resume operations based
on federal, state, and local
public health guidelines,
local conditions, and input
from local leaders. Career
Census Bureau operational
leaders are assessing the
operating status of state, lo-
cal, and tribal areas, and the
ability of Census Bureau staff
to safely resume operations
in those areas.

How will Census em-
ployees and the public be
protected? As 2020 Census

operations resume, the Cen-
sus Bureau is incorporating
the most current federal,
state, and local guidance to
promote the health and safety
of the public and Census
Bureau employees. Consis-
tent with federal, state, and
local guidance, the Census
Bureau is providing face
masks and gloves for em-
ployees to wear. In addition,
we will provide employees
with hand sanitizer. Field
staff will complete a virtual
COVID-19trainingto ensure
they follow appropriate so-
cial distancing protocols and
all appropriate health and
safety guidance.

How will I know Census
staff are in my area? The
Census Bureau plans to alert
the public, our staff, elected
officials, local law enforce-
ment, key stakeholders, and
local media every Friday
about where census staff will
resume work in the week to
follow. The running list of
locations will be available at
https://2020census.gov/en/
news-events/operational-ad-
justments-covid-19.html.

Remember: The census
taker will NOT ask for
citizenship status, driver’s
license, Social Security
Number, credit card, bank/
financial information, mon-
ey, or PIN codes/passwords.
If you have concerns about
an census taker, contact the
Regional Census Center at
(319) 579-1500.

Bradley announces test-optional

admission for next year
PEORIA - Beginning with students applying for fall 2021

enrollment at Bradley University, undergraduate applicants
will no longer be required to submit standardized test scores,
ACT or SAT, for admission. This decision is a result of a
year-long study spent evaluating the accuracy of standardized
test scores in predicting success at Bradley.

“We hope that this new test-optional policy helps Bradley
provide greater access to a broader, more diverse applicant
pool of students who would be an excellent academic fit
for Bradley and contribute to the vibrancy of our campus
community,” said Justin Ball, Vice President for Enrollment
Management.

Students may still submit their test scores if they choose
to do so. Essentially, this decision to move to a test-optional
policy acknowledges the fact that test scores are not the only
way to predict academic success. Bradley will continue its
current practice of holistic review, a process where admission
decisions are made after a committee reviews the strength
of'a student’s high school record. This includes the student’s
choice of coursework, achievement in college preparatory
courses, grades, grade trends, writing ability, special talents,
participation and success in co-curricular activities, and
community involvement.

This policy will go into effect starting July 1, when
Bradley’s undergraduate application for admission opens for
the 2021-2022 academic year. As a result, this decision also
immediately helps ease the stress of high school students
impacted by COVID-19 during this time; many of whom
have been unable to take the standardized tests previously
scheduled for this spring.

To obtain additional information, please visit https://
bradley.edu/admissions/freshman/apply/.
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gov/coronavirus/#reppayee.

The eligibility require-
ments and other information
about the Economic Impact
Payments can be found
here: www.irs.gov/corona-
virus/economic-impact-pay-
ment-information-center. In

addition, please continue
to visit the IRS at www.irs.
gov/coronavirus for the latest
information.

Social Security will con-
tinue to update the agency’s
COVID-19 web page at
www.socialsecurity.gov/
coronavirus/ with additional
information.

Kurt Bruno, Agent
State Farm Agent
1103 Main Street

Mendota, IL 61342

Bus: 815-539-3878
Se habla espafiol

1001291.1

oo StateFarmBank-

State Farm Bank, F.S.B.
Bloomington, IL

Let State Farm Bank® put you in
the driver’s seat for less money.
From cars to trucks;
motorcycles to RVs, let

State Farm Bank"® finance

or refinance all the things

that move you.

Bank with a good neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR

MORE INFORMATION.




Wednesday, May 20, 2020

The Mendota Reporter ¢ A5

CAL AND AREA

District 280

Continued from Page A1

enter a classroom, there will
either be wall pockets or desk
pockets thatstudents put their
cell phone into during class.
When class is over, they take
their phones. Masini said by
doing that, the phone is nota
distraction and students will
not be tempted to look at it.
He noted that this system is
used in other schools and
has worked very well. The
pockets will be installed this
summer.

All changes were ap-
proved by the board.

PERSONNEL

Summer school teach-
ers were approved by
the board. They include
Alisa Stewart (math and
science), Melissa Sallee
(English), and Brock Zinke
and Heath Raley (driver’s
education classroom). If
behind-the-wheel training
is possible this summer,
Rob Nunn and Aaron Sester
will also teach driving to
students. However, Augh-
enbaugh said they do not
expect to be able to drive
with students this summer.
All summer instruction will
be online.

The board also approved
a brief maternity leave for
Paula Tuttle-Baker, band
director. Lori Schrock
has agreed to cover her
absence.

The resignation of Lisa
Tillman as a special educa-
tion teacher was accepted.

SCHEDULE

* June summer band has
been cancelled.

* Aughenbaugh said the
set for the spring musical is
still in place and they are
reviewing options to run
the musical in the early fall.

* Plans for fall and the
start of school are ongo-
ing, although adjustments
are likely to be made. The
dates for ID pictures and
registration have been set
but they can be rescheduled
if necessary.

SUPERINTENDENT’S
REPORT

* The board approved
waiving the fees for reg-
istration, participation
and labs for the 2020-21
school year.

* Approval was given
to purchase two buses,
depending on the amount
of transportation funding
received from the state.

 Prusator said remote
learning was tough for ev-
eryone. “We would prefer
to delay the start of school
rather than doing remote
school if possible,” he told
the board.

Since he believes there
will likely be a delay
starting school until after
Labor Day, they have been
looking ahead at some
possible later start times.
“If we had to, we could
waituntil Oct. 1 to start the
year, which would push the
end of school to next July,”
he said.

The next regular board
meeting will be held at 6
p.m. on Monday, June 15.

Resources

Continued from Page A1

ker said, which is “about six
times as many claims as in
the equivalent time period
of the 2008-2009 Great
Recession.”

More than 70,000 new
[llinoisans applied for un-
employment insurance last
week, according to figures
from the U.S. Department
of Labor. The federal agency
also reported that more than
750,000 Illinoisan renewed
their unemployment claims
last week.

Pritzker also said that
more than 50,000 federal
pandemic unemployment
assistance applications have
been filed since May 11,
which offer benefits to inde-
pendent contractors, self-em-
ployedindividuals and others
who do not normally qualify
for unemployment.

Tesk

lllinois Avenue project underway
Workers from Universal Asphalt of LaSalle strip off the top layer of pavement from Illinois Avenue as work
began on the Illinois Avenue Streetscape project on May 18. In addition to new street and sidewalk construc-
tion, other work to be done on the project in the 700 block includes stamped colored concrete, decorative park
benches, decorative trash receptacles and a gateway arched sign. (Reporter photo)

IVCC to
delay start
of its first
eight-week
summer

session

OGLESBY - Illinois
Valley Community College
is postponing the start of its
firsteight-week summer ses-
sion that had been scheduled
to begin Monday, May 18.

The college plans instead
to begin its online “Summer
A” Tuesday, May 26 and
run it through July 15. The
second eight-week session,
Summer B, is scheduled June
10 to Aug. 6.

All classes will be taught
online in the first eight-week
session. For information,
call counseling at (815)
224-0360.

IVCC approves cannabis certificate program

OGLESBY — A cannabis pro-
duction certificate program ap-
proved by the Illinois Valley
Community College board May
18 will launch this fall.

Ag instructors Kathryn Lillie
and Willard Mott worked with local
employers in the cannabis-growing
industry to create the two-semes-
ter, 13-credit certificate. Comple-
tion of the five-course certificate
will lead to entry-level positions.

IVCC President Jerry Corcoran
said with Illinois’ legalization of
recreational marijuana in January
and the 2014 and 2018 Farm Bills
allowing for industrial hemp pro-
duction, the number of jobs in the
sector has grown.

“Industry representatives ex-
pressed aneed for individuals with
basic knowledge of the cannabis
plant — and understanding of pro-
duction and processing practices,”
he said.

The certificate will also cover
soil fertility, pest management and
an internship.

“The certificate is not terminal,”
Corcoran noted. “Students can con-
tinue in the agriculture program and
complete an Associate of Applied
Science (AAS) degree inagronomy.”

Aside from Mott and Lillie,
Corcoran credited Associate Vice
President for Academic Affairs
Bonnie Campbell and Dean of
Natural Sciences and Business
Ron Groleau for their work in
developing the certificate.

A small section of IVCC’s
farmland will be dedicated to

cannabis growth so students can
earn hands-on experience.

In other business, Corcoran
praised students and employees for
their response to the disruptions
caused by the pandemic and April
24 cyber-attack.

“I’'m happy with the way the
college’s faculty, staff and students
have handled probably one of the
most trying times in [IVCC’s histo-
ry beginning with the coronavirus
—which led to Gov. Pritzker closing
campuses and moving instruction
online—followed by a cyber-attack
onourservers. Faculty and staff did
everything they could to serve stu-
dents in new and different ways.”

Following closed session, the
board approved a master services
agreement with Rehmann Tech-
nology Solutions, the firm helping
IVCC restore its servers.

Despite the interruptions,
Corcoran is confident enrollments
will stabilize.

“Prior to these developments,
we were on track to meet mid-
term budgeted credit hours and
revenues, and I remain optimistic
our early assumptions for fiscal
2021 credit hours should remain
unchanged.

“Community colleges have an
excellent reputation for preparing
students to enter the workforce or
move on to a university. Although I
love my alma mater in Champaign,
the credit-hour cost-difference be-
tween online instruction at IVCC
versus the U of I, ISU or NIU is
seismic,” he said.
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“Students and parents should be
wary of the possibility of starting
at a four-year institution in the
fall, only to be told to stay home
and learn online for the full-cost
of tuition.”

Corcoran further noted, despite
staggering unemployment rates,
“This is a time community colleges
excel in workforce training. We
experienced record enrollments
following the 2007-08 recession
and I believe we have the oppor-
tunity to turn a negative into a
positive again.”

In other action, the board ap-
proved the hiring of economics
instructor Rick Pretzsch, formerly
associate professor of economics at
Temple College in Temple, Texas.
He earned bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in economics from Roo-
sevelt University in Chicago and
a law degree from John Marshall
Law School.

Trustees also approved the hir-
ing of electronics and electricity
instructor Charles Raimondi to
fill the vacancy created by the re-
tirement of Jim Gibson. Raimondi
taught electronics and industrial
automation at Kishwaukee Col-
lege and earned his master’s in
manufacturing engineering from
Western Illinois University.

The board also approved:

* Revisions to seven policies
involving employment at-will,
discipline, classification of em-
ployees, cannabis, medical leave/
termination, certification of health,
and drug-free work campus.

A DB

* A three-year lease extension
with the City of Ottawa for use of
the Ottawa Center at 321 W. Main
St. for $115,000 annually. Ottawa
Center offers general education
courses, the CNA program, enroll-
mentservices, Adult Education and
Continuing Education courses and
Transfer Academy classes for high
school upperclassmen.

Board members also learned:

* The college website will be
hosted by OmniUpdate, the plat-
form the new site was built on. The
move will reduce the likelihood of
the site being down due to a power
outage or data breach.

* In his report, Corcoran began
by thanking 2019-20 student trust-
ee Matthew Klein for producing
the May 16 virtual commence-
ment. “When it became apparent
we needed a back-up plan for our
traditional commencement, it was
comforting to know Matthew was
ready to step up and work closely
with Aseret Loveland, Crystal Cre-
di, Mark Grzybowski and Quintin
Overockerto create something that
made everyone proud. (The event
can be viewed at www.ivcc.edu.)

e IVCC nursing faculty and
staff produced a “heartfelt” You-
Tube video tribute to this year’s
nursing graduates, Corcoran said.
(That video is also available at the
website.)

 Corcoran closed by crediting
IT staff for working “awfully hard
behind the scenes the past few
weeks” on critically important
server issues.
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Don’t tell, listen

By Scott Reeder

MECHANICSBURG —Believe it or not, a cap and gown
won’t protect you from the Coronavirus.

I was thinking about that last week as I drove past a park
not far from where I live and saw the 2020 Tri-City High
School class scrunched up in a gazebo posing for pictures
in a city park. No one was wearing masks and they most
certainly weren’t observing the 6-foot social distancing
requirements.

And, yes, I get it. It’s not fair that this year’s graduates
aren’t experiencing the usual pomp and circumstance to
mark this milestone in their lives. But this pandemic we
are experiencing isn’t fair. It preys on the most vulnerable
in our society.

It’s easy to be dismissive of this crisis as being a “Chi-
cago problem” and not a concern for folks elsewhere. But
just down the road from where these kids were posing, 20
people died in one nursing home of this horrible disease.

I began wearing a mask before Gov. J.B. Pritzker issued
an edict requiring them. I don’t wear it to comply with the
government; I wear it as an act of kindness toward others.

Are they 100 percent effective? No. But they are a de-
terrent. Wearing a mask during an epidemic is much like at
other times covering your nose before you sneeze. It’s not
only good hygiene, but it’s a courtesy to those around you.

Sadly, I’ve seen the mask rule ignored.

I dropped by an auto parts store in Springfield recently
for some power steering fluid. The place was packed with
about 20 customers. Only myself and one other were wear-
ing a mask. Even the employees working the cash register
left them dangling around their necks. The story was much
the same at a farm-supply store, where I went to pick up
some pet food.

When I dropped by a nursery to buy a Mother’s Day
gift, I couldn’t help but roll my eyes. None of the cashiers
and fewer than one-fifth of the customers wore masks. And
the place was packed.

They are not only showing contempt for Pritzker’s order
but also for the welfare of others.

Part of the problem has been Pritzker’s approach.

Herecently unveiled a five-phase plan for bringing Illinois
back to “normal.” While well intentioned, it is unwieldy
and ultimately as ineffective as a Soviet five-year plan.

This heavy-handed, big government “solution” won’t
work for the simple reason that a law only is effective if it
is obeyed. Right now, many people are ignoring the exec-
utive orders because they view it as government overreach.
Noncompliance, for them, is an act of civil disobedience.

Governor, you want folks working with you—not against
you. To achieve this, you need to stop ordering and start
listening.

For example, under the governor’s plan, most in-person
worship services are banned indefinitely.

The governor’s plan says groups of 50 or more won’t be
allowed to meet until there is either a vaccine or effective
treatment for COVID-19.

There is no guarantee of a vaccine. More than 30 years
ago, when [ was a medical reporter, I wrote about massive
government funding and Herculean scientific efforts to
develop an AIDS vaccine. That vaccine doesn’t exist yet.

And a COVID-19 vaccine doesn’t exist either. Like the
AIDS vaccine, it may not come to fruition.

For the governor to pin reopening churches, mosques
and synagogues to future medical advances isn’t a plan,
it’s a hope. A more effective idea might be to work with
religious leaders on ways to minimize the risk of infection.

Things like wearing masks during church services,
creating social distancing barriers between families and
eliminating handshakes and hugs would go a long way
toward alleviating possible routes of infection.

The governor ought to be working with religious leaders
to develop solutions that will allow them to meet, rather
than issuing orders that will ultimately result in churches
defying the governor and meeting anyway.

Remember, a law is only effective if it is obeyed.

The nature of democracy is compromise and consensus.
Our lawmakers represent the different needs and concerns
of various areas of the state. And yet, the governor has
acted unilaterally for months without any formal input
from legislators.

He has the authority to call the legislature back into
session. But he has chosen not to.

And that does not serve the state well.

“We have a system of checks and balances,” House GOP
Leader Jim Durkin said. “We need the legislature to meet
in Springfield. We can do this safely. The governor has not
done a good job of balancing the state’s health needs with
its economic needs.”

The governor’s office did not return calls seeking com-
ment.

In the working-class community where I live, many
people are experiencing unemployment for the first time.
Once proud barbers, waitresses, bartenders, cashiers and
others have been reduced to scrounging at a food pantry to
just feed their families.

People want to return to work in a safe way. Their em-
ployers are willing to develop safety plans. But instead of
collaboration, we receive one-size fits all edicts from Pritzker.

That’s not how our system of government is supposed
to work.

It’s time for lawmakers to return to Springfield and
provide input. And it’s time for the governor to stop telling
and begin listening.

After all, a law is only effective if it is obeyed.

(Scott Reeder is a veteran statehouse journalist and a
freelance reporter. ScottReeder1965@gmail.com.)
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Prom night at MHS — 1984

(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold's Backtracks & Sidetracks column
reprinted from May 19, 2004)

By Jessica Nashold

There were hundreds of parents and
well-wishers on hand with their cam-
eras as the junior and senior classes at
MHS held their Prom. In 1984, it was
held at the Moose Lodge on Saturday,
May 12. The Grand March was led by
Prom King Larry Gies and Prom Queen
Beth Sondgeroth. Music was by ‘Speed
of Sound.” The traditional Post-Prom
festivities, at the Elks, followed. Tom
Merwin announced the couples as they
arrived. The Reporter devoted a full page
to pictures by editor Flint Stephens. One
striking shot caught dancers in silhou-
ette. Principal Bob Cooper was happy
to report that during the long evening —

There were no problems to
speak of.
sk

At a grade school board meeting,
May 10, 1984, it was disclosed that
Steve Abel would be the new principal
at Lincoln School. He replaced Mike
Castiglia, who would become super-
intendent of schools. Abel had added
several courses in Education for Gifted
Children and Administration to his
bachelor’s and master’s degrees from
Northern Illinois University. His teach-
ing experience in Mendota had been at
Lincoln, where he found his views on
education were in accord with those of
Castiglia. His duties would begin July 1.

Salary - $27,000
sk

Governor Jim Thompson let it be
known that the freeway between In-
terstate 80 and the East-West Tollway
would be completed in 1985.

A year earlier than planned.
sk

Mendota High District 280 had to
increase its bonding request when it was
learned that certain repairs, which had
beenwaived by the inspectors, were now
reinstated. In addition to certain roof
replacements, it was now mandated that
spaces beneath the stage, in stairways
and in the boiler room, could no longer
be used for storage.

Backtracks
&

Sidetracks

The bond request was increased
from $200,000 to $250,000.
skskok
Mendota’s radio station WGLC
announced that Mrs. William (Sandra)
Phalen was their 1984 Mother of the
Year. She was the mother of five sons
—Mike, Dan, Doug, Tim and Steve. She
happened to be in California when the
announcement was made.
She was taken on the grand
tour of sponsoring businesses
on Monday.
sokok
At Heritage Manor, Eva Rhoem, a
residentsince 1975, was chosen Mother
of the Year. This was in recognition of
“her motherly love, profound patience
and wonderful wisdom.
A congratulatory kiss was be-
stowed by her husband, Reuben,
also a resident.
skokok
Kip Cheek was introduced to Re-
porter readers on page 2 of the Sports
section, May 19, 1984. His first byline
came for anaccount of the closing game
of the Trojan regular baseball season.
He also covered Mendota’s appearance
at sectional in Newark.
A photo by Kip Cheek accom-
panied the story.
skskok
It was front page news when Bob
Baile retired after 28 years as band
director and head of the music depart-
mentat MHS. He had started band trips,
beginning with atrip to Indiana in 1960.
The most recent trip, at the time of his
retirement, had been the 1983 trip to
New York City. This included a program
for handicapped children. Band parents
had an organization known as the Band
Aides. Louis Kerns, first president of
the group, recalled that, in 1974, they
headed a drive for new band uniforms.

The Christmas concertbecame aregular
feature during Baile’s tenure. His own
five children came through the band
program at MHS. They were treated
“like at other band student — the way
they wanted it.”

Interview and accompanying photo
of the retiring Baile were by The Re-
porter’s new man, Kip Cheek.

SIDETRACK: Although Baile

did not commit himself to any

particular activity at the time of

his retirement, he soon began
leading an Alumni Band of his
former students at Memorial Day
observances.

sesksk

The Public Affairs Department of
the Mendota Woman’s Club held its
year-end meeting on mat 15, 1984, at
Angelotti’s in Triumph. Karen May
turned over the chairmanship of Public
Affairs to Iryle Eveland. May also re-
ported on contributions made to various
causes during her tenure.

sk

United Cable TV, at 808 Wash-
ington St., advertised a free Mickey
Mouse watch, $21 value, to be given
to subscribers to the Disney Channel.
Programming for May 18, 19,20, 1984,
appeared in the May 18 issue, with an
important footnote.

DON’TMISSIT. Please note: All

programs start one hour earlier

than listed.
skskosk

Anyone having occasion to visit
Reporter files from the mid-1980s, will
immediately be struck by the offerings
of Mendota’s four financial institutions:
The National Bank of Mendota, 801
Washington St.; The First State Bank,
706 Washington St.; Mendota Savings
& Loan, 800 Washington St.; and First
Federal Savings, 711 Illinois Ave. They
all offered Money Market accounts,
Certificates of Depositin varying lengths
and with interest that ascended with the
amount and length of the deposit. Ad-
vertising pointed out that yields became
greater with each extension of time.

Interest of 10% and 11% was

common.

New York’s distinctive vulnerability

By Rich Lowry

ANew York Times analysis found that the number of cases

New York is the greatest city in the world. Italso is uniquely
suited to the spread of the coronavirus.

As the national debate over re-opening continues and
the political blame game intensifies, it’s worth considering
the scale of New York’s outbreak. There is nothing like it
anywhere else in the country, and almost nothing like it in
the rest of the world.

The story of coronavirus in America is overwhelmingly
the story of coronavirus in New York and its surrounding
suburbs. Any account of how we got to this place, with deaths
nationally headed toward 100,000, must center on New York,
which was seeded with the virus early and then seeded much
of the rest of the country.

Nearly 20,000 people have died in New York City. If the
city were a country, it’d rank sixth in the world in total deaths,
behind France and ahead of Brazil.

In New York City, according to a New York Times report,
deaths have been more than 300% above normal. In New
Jersey, intimately connected to New York, deaths have been
90% above normal. Otherwise, no other state is close. In the
rest of New York state, deaths have been 9% above normal.

The epidemic started early in New York. By the time it
had its first confirmed case on March 1, there may have been
as many as 10,000 undetected cases.

The city was getting seeded constantly from abroad. A
study published by medrxiv.org concluded that “introductions
from Europe account for the majority of cases found in NYC
in the first weeks of March 2020.” Then, people coming
from or through New York spread the disease elsewhere in
the United States.

around the country correlated with how many travelers arrived
from New York in early March. New York’s connection to
the world, especially Europe, its density and its mass transit
system all made it a potent vector.

So, the question of how we could have kept the U.S.
from getting so hard hit is really how we could have kept
New York from getting so hard hit. Every day counted, and
better leadership at the federal, state and local levels would
have made a difference, but we shouldn’t underestimate
the difficulties. Trump’s early travel restrictions on China
would have had to be imposed on Europe as well, when no
one was contemplating that. New York’s leaders would have
had to warn people off the subways, shut the schools and
torch the Big Apple’s economy before any plainly visible
metrics justified it.

This is why the simplistic shots at President Trump, who
indeed should have taken the virus more seriously at the out-
set, don’t work. He’s the president of New York, but also of
other large, international cities like Los Angeles and Miami
that have escaped New York’s fate. Has his leadership been
better in those places, or do divergent conditions and local
decisions account for the better outcomes?

None of this, of course, is to disparage New Yorkers.
They have absorbed a gut punch over the past two months
with characteristic grit and bravery. Yet, without New York’s
distinctive vulnerability, the course of the epidemic would
look completely different.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

() 2020 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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Census outreach ‘incredibly stymied’ by COVID-19 pandemic

By JERRY NOWICKI
Capitol News lllinois

SPRINGFIELD-Likeeveryoneelse, Illinois’
census outreach coordinators have had to adapt
toanew reality during the COVID-19 pandemic.

“As drastic as this change has been for every-
one, it’s the same thing for us,” said Marishonta
Wilkerson, who was named co-director of new-
ly-created state census office last September.

Wilkerson and fellow co-director Oswaldo
Alvarezare leading I1linois’ $29 million outreach
effort through their office within the Illinois
Department of Human Services. Their positions
were created by Gov. JB Pritzker’s June executive
order aimed at maximizing participation in the
decennial head count.

The pair oversees a “hub and spoke” model
in which funding passes through IDHS to 31
intermediary organizations that lead outreach
efforts in 12 regions of the state. Those organi-
zations partner with other community groups to
target outreach at a hyperlocal level.

Thus far, Illinois has hovered in the top 10 for
state self-response rate since the census portal
opened onApril 1. While Wilkerson and Alvarez
are pleased with the high ranking, they said there
is room to grow the response rate — which was
64.2 percent as of May 13, putting Illinois in 8th
place of all states.

While good against the national average
of 59.1 percent, the numbers were well below
the state’s 2010 final self-reporting tally of
70.5 percent. In 2000, the self-response rate in
Illinois was 69 percent. Illinois outpaced the
national average of 66.5 percent in 2010 and
67.4 percent in 2000.

There is still plenty of time to push this
year’s numbers upward, as the self-response
period deadline has been extended to Oct. 31.
But for organizers, one difficulty is maintaining
momentum as the pandemic puts door-knock-
ing efforts on hold and strict social distancing
requirements cancel the planned pizza parties,
booths at fairs and local library events while
driving outreach online.

Anita Banerji, director of the Democracy
Initiative of the nonprofit organization Forefront,
agreed that 2020 is presenting challenges both
foreseen and unforeseen. Forefront is partnered
with the city of Chicago for community-based
census outreach as part of the program, and Ba-
nerji said they are noticing lagging numbers in
minority communities that have not had points
of contact with census organizers.

She said one continued challenge is fear of
a citizenship question appearing on the official
questionnaire. While President Donald Trump
advocated for such a question and received
widespread media attention, it does not appear
on the final form.

“And then everyone also thought that with
us going online, that was going to be an issue,
butnow coupled with the pandemic, there are so
many challenges to the 2020 census,” she said.

While respondents can still fill out their
census by phone at 844-330-2020 or by mailing
back the questionnaires that are delivered to
one’s household, the majority of responses this
year — nearly 53 percent in Illinois — have been
completed online at my2020census.gov. The
process generally takes about 10 minutes and
can also be completed on mobile devices.

Hard-to-count communities

Organizers agree that challenges are com-
pounded in “hard-to-count” communities.

Populations and geographies deemed “Hard
to Count” by the U.S. Census Bureau are areas
where the self-response rate in the 2010 census
was 73 percent or less. Populations that have
been historically undercounted include young
children, immigrants, low-income households,
people of color and rural residents.

Alvarez said the I1linois model puts nonprofit
and other community organizations at the center

CUnited States®

ensus
2020

of outreach in these communities.

“It’simportant to have them become the trust-
ed messengers,” he said, noting that nonprofits
are often already making day-to-day contact
with some of the hardest-to-count communities.

Education is key in the effort, organizers
said, as residents need to know what they stand
to lose in an undercount, what questions will or
will not be on the form, and that their privacy
is protected.

But strict social distancing guidelines have
made that process more difficult for many local
organizers.

Lynden Schuyler, director of southern Illinois
census outreach through the Illinois Public Health
Association, works in Illinois’ southernmost
20 counties. She said the pandemic has made
hard-to-count communities “even harder” in her
territory, where four counties have between 28
and 51 percent of households that lack internet
access.

“There are pockets where thousands and
thousands and thousands of people don’t have
accessto internetservices,” she said, later adding,
“There’s alot of migrant population down there.
I think every single one of the hard-to-count
communities is there in an abundance.”

She said many people are waiting for hand-de-
livered census forms, especially in rural areas
that have only PO boxes, which do not receive
the forms. The hand delivery effort has been
postponed, however, and is tentatively scheduled
to start again on June 13 in the region.

“Youhave a good majority thatare still waiting
on that folder,” Schuyler said. “And in Hardin
County, for example, you’re talking 98 percent
of those people don’t even have their census
invitation yet. So they’re going to explode when
that finally gets to them.”

Hand delivery entails only slipping the census
forms into one’s mailbox or onto a door handle,
meaning it is different than door-knocking ef-
forts, which require in-person contact and won’t
begin again until at least August, depending on
the region.

Banerji said the lack of “touchpoints,” or
in-person contact, in minority communities in
the Chicago area is creating problems as well.

“Our outreach efforts have been incredibly
stymied by the pandemic,” she said. “And we
need to make sure that people’s priorities are
health and safety first.”

Adapting outreach

Unsurprisingly, social media has been im-
portant to getting the word out as organizations
creatively adapt to new realities.

Banerji said one organization she worked
with had not used Twitter much, but realized
its power when participating in a coordinated
regional outreach “thunderclap” event where
several organizations posted to several social
media platform at a coordinated date and time
to promote the census.

“So we’ve never utilized social media like
this before,” she said. “And to know that it is
helping people get counted while they’re home,
has helped us with our outreach efforts while
we’re all staying at home.”

Organizations have also partnered with new
entities to expand internet accessibility and
hotspots, she said, and they’ve launched pro-

motion efforts through grocery stores and food
banks among others.

In Schuyler’s territory, efforts also include
billboards, distributing signage in yards and at
grocery stores and other creative efforts. One of
her sub-groups launched a “boredom busters”
drive-thru where organizers handed bags of col-
oring books, other activities and census literature
to parents while maintaining social distancing.

Groups also promoted social media “dance
parties” and other shared virtual activities.

“We’re encouraging parents to do videos
about how they and the kids are doing the census
and just post them on Facebook somewhere —
encouraging people to try to do things together
without being together,” she said.

Alvarez said the census office is also partner-
ing with the Illinois Department of Commerce
and Economic Opportunity to “engage the busi-
ness community to promote the 2020 census.”

Thatincludes marketing and media campaigns
as well as working with essential businesses that
are open during the pandemic, such as grocery
stores in hard-to-count neighborhoods, to distrib-
ute posters and canvas tote bags and potentially
launch advertising campaigns.

DCEQO is also looking at ways to target ma-
terials to gig workers and work with chambers
of commerce to designate a day for workers to
take 10 minutes off to complete the census once
pandemic restrictions are loosened.

“I would say this is where creativity is really
taking flight amongst certain organizations, and
encouraging other organizations to think about
doing their work differently,” Banerjisaid. “And
because we do have more months added to
self-response, it’s an opportunity to think about
more of these concerted outreach efforts, but I
will tell you that it’s an incredible challenge.”

Undercount

While the pandemic has changed nearly
everything about census outreach efforts, one
thing remains the same — the consequences of
an undercount. Those include a potential loss
of local health resources, up to two seats in
Congress and other federal funding.

Wilkerson said about $1,500 per year in fed-
eral funding is lost for each person not counted
in the census, and the numbers shape federal
funding for the next 10 years.

Alvarez characterized the census as “the one
way we really have to twist the government’s
arm to represent you and invest in you.”

“We all win when we’re all counted,” he said.

Some of the hardest-to-count communities
Schuyler’s organization serves have the most to
lose in an undercount. Those communities are
often reliant on local health departments, and
a complete count is essential to ensuring they
receive adequate funding.

“The census numbers are utilized by the US
government to determine the government pass-
through funds that go to health and well-being
programs like health departments, Medicare,
Medicaid, the Head Start programs, all kinds of
education programs, Pell Grants, school lunches,
senior programs like Meals on Wheels, and the
various senior transportation systems,” she said.

An undercount could affect schools, roads,
bridges and other public improvements that are
at least partially funded by government pass-
through funds, she added.

The organizers also agreed the pandemic
that has so drastically altered this year’s plans is
further evidence thatan accurate countis needed.

“Never before has it become more apparent
to me that this kind of data is necessary to be
collected for emergency crises,” Banerji said.
“We need to know where people reside so that
resources can be deployed. And without that
accurate data, we’re not going to be able to
plan for our future, we’re not going to be able
to ensure that when our next pandemic hits that
we’ve got the necessary information we need.”
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Be alert for

bicyclists
onroadway

MENDOTA — The Men-
dota Police Department urg-
es motorists to pay attention,
be alert for bikes and share
the road. MPD urges bicy-
clists to be predictable and
observe traffic laws. Your
actions affect public opinion.

Illinois Bicycle Laws

Traffic laws apply to per-
sons riding bicycles. Bicy-
clistsridingonahighway are
granted all of the rights and
are subject to all of the duties
applicable to the driver of a
vehicle, with few exceptions.

Lane Positioning— When
riding on roadways and
bicycle paths at less than
normal traffic speed, ride
as close as practicable and
safe to the right-hand curb
or edge of the roadway,
except, when overtaking
and passing another bicycle
or vehicle proceeding in the
same direction, or, when
preparing for a left turn, or,
when reasonably necessary
to avoid fixed or moving
objects, parked or moving
vehicles, bicycles, motorized
pedal cycles, pedestrians,
animals and surface hazards.

Lights on Bicycles — For
night riding, a front lamp
with a white light visible
from at least 500 feet to the
frontandaredreflectoronthe
rear visible from 100 feet to
600 feet are required. A rear
light visible from 500 feet
may be used in addition to
the red reflector.

Two or More on a Bike
— Bicycles shall not be used
to carry more persons at
one time than the number
for which it is designed
and equipped, except that
an adult rider may carry a
child securely attached to his
person in a backpack device
or sling.

Parental Responsibility —
The parent of any child and
the guardian of any ward
shall not authorize the child
or ward to violate any of the
provision of this code.

The Mendota Police
Department encourages
bicyclists to wear a helmet
for protection against head
injuries.
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Residential *Agricultural
Commercial * Recreation Properties

Looking for the Country, look no further! Pull up
to the circle drive to this spacious 4 bedroom,
(possible 5th bedroom converted to kitchen that
can be a bedroom again) 3 bath, ranch style home
is situated on 3.09 Ac. Live in one side and Inlaw
| quarters on other, 2 kitchens, All electric home,
living room with wood burning fire place, family
room, (extra LP furnace in garage if you decide
to change heat) all appliances, whole house fan,
outside buildings, 2 water hydrants, back deck
overlooking property and a small pond.

=l 164 Penkins Rd., Sublette $185,000

i 501 W. Main St., Sublette
1 $69,999

SPACIOUS HOME - Located in
town, but backyard has country
feel, 4 bd, 1.5 ba, large eat-in
kitchen, main floor laundry and
bedroom, full basement, wrap
around porch.

their choice~

$67,500

Ranch style home on large lot. Great
starter home or a home to down size too!
This cozy home has 2 bedrooms with
newer carpet, kitchen has newer flooring,
all appliances stay, newer central air and
water heater, fenced in yard and shed.
~Contingent upon seller finding a home of

331 S. Commercial Ave., Amboy

LOTS AVAILABLE

25 W MILTON ST., AMBOY -5 POSSIBLE LOTS $29,000
711 & 713 & 715 MISSISSIPPI DR., LOST LAKE $23,000
707 MISSISSIPPI DR., LOST LAKE - $4,900
415 ST. FRANCIS DR., LOST LAKE - $4,900

COME SEE US ABOUT WOODHAVEN LAKES PROPERTIES
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State saw nearly 73,000 new unemployment claims
in final week before gig worker portal went live

By JERRY NOWICKI
Capitol News lllinois

SPRINGFIELD — The
U.S. saw nearly 3 mil-
lion more unemployment
claims the week ending
May 9, including another
72,993 in Illinois, accord-
ing to the U.S. Department
of Labor.

The 2.98 million claims
nationwide in the week
pushed the jobless claims in
the first two months of the
novel coronavirus pandemic
to more than 36 million. The
unprecedented number of
claims made for a national
unemployment rate of 15.7
percent the week ending
May 2.

In Illinois, the number
of new claims on the week
was 1,483 fewer than the
week prior. The number of
new claims each week has
gone down since a peak of
201,041 during the week
of April 4. The Illinois De-
partment of Employment
Security said in a news
release ithas now processed
1,076,461 claims for regu-
lar unemployment benefits
from March 1 through
May 9.

Continuedclaimsreached
756,441 in the state the first
week of May, which was
the final period before con-
tractors and self-employed
persons were able to file for
special federal pandemic
unemployment assistance
in Illinois.

“While the number of
initial claims for regular
benefits has plateaued in
the last two weeks, IDES
will experience an increase
in overall claims processed
when the federal pandemic
unemployment assistance

Weekly Unemployment Claims Filed in lllinois
2020 (not seasonally adjusted)
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claims data becomes avail-
able Thursday, May21,” ac-
cording to the department’s
news release.

Gov. JB Pritzker said
more than 50,000 applica-
tions had been filed through
the state’s new pandemic
unemployment assistance
system since May 11.

“Itisworking reasonably
well,” he said of the new por-
tal, calling the new system
“a more robust system than
the existing one for regular
unemployment.”

Pritzker said the exist-
ing system was “built on
a 10-year-old platform not
expecting to take the kind
of size of applications that
have come in for regular
unemployment.”

Reports of long wait
times and an inability to
reach employment offices
over the phone persist amid
the unprecedented inflow of
new claims.

“We have many thou-
sands of calls that come
in each day, thousands get
answered and responded to.
And people get processed
over the phone as well,”
Pritzker said.

The state has expanded
call center capacity and
Pritzker said online appli-
cations are the best way to
get an application through
the system.

“I realize that it is diffi-
cult when you can’t file, if
there’s some problem with
your filing online, and it re-

quires perhaps an arbitration
or some other intervention
that it does have a personal
discussion with somebody,”
Pritzker said. “We’re work-
ing very hard; we’ve just
spun up this outside call
center to add on top of the
internal IDES capability.
And we’re getting to them
as fastas possible again with
anunprecedented number of
filings, it is difficult.”

IDES said in the news re-
lease ithas processed 33,729
Pandemic Emergency Un-
employment Compensation
claims, which provide up to
13 weeks of federally-fund-
ed benefits to individuals
who have exhausted reg-
ular state unemployment
benefits.

Pritzkerannounced anew
“Get Hired Illinois” website
that is aimed at connecting
job hunters with employers
looking for new employees.
That site, at Illinois.gov/
gethired, also has informa-
tion on virtual job fairs and
training opportunities.

Hesaid from June through
December, in a partnership
with online learning plat-
form Coursera, the state will
offer unemployed workers
“free, unlimited access to
3,800 online courses and
400 specializations offered
by over 160 of the best uni-
versities in the world.”

Pritzker said the level of
access normally costs $400 a
year, but s free to those who
are unemployed in Illinois.

Public

Nuisance
Ordinance

MENDOTA - The
Mendota Police Depart-
ment would like to remind
home and business owners
of city ordinances regard-
ing public nuisances.

It is against city ordi-
nance to have accumu-
lations of trash, building
materials, abandoned au-
tomobiles, machinery,
scrap metal, discarded
tires, vehicle batteries or
any other material that
creates a public health
hazard on your property.
It is also a violation to
permit weeds, grass or
plants other than trees,
bushes or flowers or other
ornamental plants to grow
to a height exceeding six
inches anywhere in the
city. Also, all multi-fam-
ily structures, including
structures that consist
of both residential and
commercial units, and
structures which share a
wall or walls with another
structure, shall be kept free
frominfestations of insects
(including but not limited
to bedbugs, cockroaches
and disease-carrying in-
sects), rats or other vermin.

The city of Mendota
requests anyone who is
in violation of the above
mentioned nuisance reg-
ulations to remove the
item(s) from your prop-
erty. Anyone found in
violation will be subject
to receiving a citation,
which involves a court
date and fine.

IN LOVING MEMORY

GLADYS SCHMITT

JANN EICH

HARLEY D. HOAG

ROSIE SHANNON

DONALD H. POLLEX

MARCH 27, 1923 - FEBRUARY 18, 2019

Thank you for the wonderful days we shared together.
My prayers will be with you until we meet again.

Linda DeWaele

NOVEMBER 10, 1957 - MAY 21, 2017

Thank you for the wonderful days we shared together.
My prayers will be with you until we meet again.

Your Loving Husband

=

JUNE 13, 1931 - DECEMBER 22, 2019

We hold you in our thoughts and memories always, till we
meet again in Heaven! Love you always!

Mrs. Harley Hoag & Family

JULY 1, 1928 - AUGUST 19, 2012

May the Lord bless you with His grace
and warm, loving heart.

From your loving family

ROBERT CHAON

Your love, caring and companionship are irreplaceable. I
look forward to walking hand in hand in Heaven with you.

BYRON CHAON

You are missed by many. My memories of you are happy
but my heart still cries for you.

SEPTEMBER 23, 1938 - JANUARY 2, 1997

Marilyn Chaon

NOVEMBER 3, 1967 - OCTOBER 206, 2017

DELORES BRANDT

BARB MANN

Marilyn Chaon

MAY 22, 1932 - MARCH 31, 2014

Forever missed, never forgotten.
May God hold you in the palm of His hand

Rick, Linda Brandt & Family

JUNE 29, 1938 - JANUARY 9, 2008

You were a light in our life that burns
forever in our hearts.

Rick, Linda Brandt & Family

MARCH 16, 1932 - SEPTEMBER 5, 2018

A heart of gold stopped beating, two shining eyes at rest.
God broke our hearts to prove, He only takes the best.

June M. Pollex

GLEN (BROWNIE) MANN

NOVEMBER 28, 1935 - OCTOBER 25, 1986

The days may come and go, but the times we shared

will always remain.

Rick, Linda Brandt & Family
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Due to the current restrictions in
place, Mendota VFW Post 4079,
g Mendota American Legion Post 540

g’ and their Auxiliaries will not have a

Sports-N-Stuff
804 Washington St.
815-539-6354

Merritt Funeral Home
800 Monroe St.
815-539-7211

Lundquist-Merritt Funeral
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Mendota Monument Co.
606 S. Main Street
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First State Insurance
715 Washington * Mendota
815-539-5651
114 Railroad St. ¢ Earlville
815-246-8261
385 Chicago Rd. ¢ Paw Paw
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ARS Auto Repair, Inc.
307 Plaza Drive
815-538-2412
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Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. ® 815-539-5656
Member FDIC

>
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City of Mendota
800 Washington St ® 815-539-7459

Krenz Dental
704 Indiana Ave. ® 815-538-5316

Memorial Day Service.

However, each year it is important
to take a moment and reflect on the
men and women who have served
their nation, and the many who
willingly gave their lives to protect
us all.

This year let us also sincerely thank
our First Responders, the men and
women of our local Police and Fire
Departments. They work everyday
to ensure our safety.

Finally, a salute to the Medical
Service Providers. Their profession
is equally challenging. We are all
better and more secure because of
their dedication.

First State Bank of Van Orin
200 N Main St. » 815-638-2111
Member FDIC

Malden Banking Center
302 W. Main St.
815-643-2121
Member FDIC

Walter Bros. Plumbing,

Heating & Cooling
909 Washington St. ¢ 815-538-6516

First State Bank
706 Washington St. 815-538-2265
firststatebank.biz
Member FDIC

Schimmer Inc.
Chevrolet - Buick
Rt. 251 South
815-539-9343
www.schimmergm.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet, Inc.

505 N. Pennsylvania Ave. ¢ Sublette
815-849-5232 or 800-227-5203
www.vaessenbrothers.com

Triple Service Plumbing,

Heating, Cooling & Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828

Stephenitch

Do It Best Hardware
1204 13th Ave » 815-539-9394
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Following is a list of deceased

Veterans from this past year. We
apologize if we omitted any names.

William G. Bentley
Dennis P. Cassidy
Joseph E. Chandler
Kevin Corrigan
Russell B. Crews
Richard E. Dewey
Keith H. Eich
Paul W. Fitzgerald
Ronald E. Gregory
James R. Hamacher
Kenneth G. Kurth
Harold W. Kutz
Eugene C. McLaughlin
George T. McMahon
Joseph H. McNally
Robert E. Meinhardt
Robert F. Moffett, Jr.
Francis D. Murray
William B. Oberschelp
Dale R. Peters
John W. Pierson
Raymond L. Richardson
Galen B. Schammel
Robert A. Smith
Robert W. Stevens
Delbert G. Truckenbrod
Ralph L. Weekly
John F. Wiegand
Robert C. Williams
Adelbert L. “Bert” Wise
Lorrell M. “Jack” Woods
Herbert W. Yingling

i? The Flags will be flown in Restland Cemetery, The Lutheran
Cemetery and Holy Cross Cemetery the same as in years past.
We hope you enjoy them.

Thank you, and God Bless the United States of America

Brought to you by the following sponsors:

Mauch Carpentry & Northern

Illinois Seamless Roofing
705 Illinois Ave. ® 815-539-5142

Mendota Area Senior Services
1901 Tom Merwin Dr.
815-539-9673

Sullivans Foods
1102 Meriden St. ® 815-539-9341

Black Bros. Co.
501 9th Ave. » 815-539-7451

McDonald’s
2701 12th St. e 1503 13th Ave.

ADM Grain Company
110 E. 12th St. « 800-851-9943

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. * 815-539-9311

The Mendota Reporter
703 Illinois Ave. ® 815-539-9396

Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. » 815-539-9815

N.L. Morton Buildings LTD.
Route 251 S. » 815-539-9325

Veterans of Foreign Wars

Post 4079
610 Sixth St. ¢ 815-539-6466
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POLICE
BLOTTER

NO VALID
DRIVER’S LICENSE

Brady N. Burkart, 20, of
105 20th St., A-4, Mendota,
was charged with no valid
driver’s license after a traffic
stop at Stroble Avenue and
15th Streetat 10:25 a.m. May
7. The subject was released
with a LaSalle County court
date.

NO VALID
DRIVER’S LICENSE

James R. Grissom, 31,
of 303 Second Ave., Men-
dota, was charged with no
valid driver’s license after
a traffic stop at 14th Avenue
and Jefferson Street at 5:14
p.m. May 12. The subject
was released with a LaSalle
County court date.

NO VALID
DRIVER’S LICENSE

Henry L. Thompson, 19,
of 1200 22nd St., Mendota,
was charged with no valid
driver’s license after a traffic
stop at Third Avenue and
Fifth Streetat4:55 p.m. May
16. The subject was released
with a LaSalle County court
date.

WARRANT ARREST

Paul A. Ortega, 66, of
103 17th St., Mendota, was
arrested at 4:25 p.m. May
17 on a Marshall County
warrant for failure to appear
on a charge of speeding. The
subject was released with a
Marshall County court date.

NO VALID
DRIVER’S LICENSE

Medinah S. White, 35,
of Milwaukee, Wis., was
charged with no valid driv-
er’s license at 5:46 p.m. May
18. The subject was released
with a LaSalle County court
date.

H)

Essay contest gives IVCC student chance to write about decades of fulfillment

OGLESBY—-WhenKarla
Goskusky of Tonica learned
ofIllinois Valley Community
College’s annual Paul Simon
Essay Contest — a chance
for students to write about
how the college changed
their lives — she saw it as an
opportunity almost 40 years
in the making.

A renowned IVCC stu-
dent-athlete and coach in the
1980s and 90s, Goskusky
will graduate from the col-
lege’s therapeutic massage
program in the summer of
2021.

She was a member of
IVCC’s first volleyball
and softball teams and still
fondly remembers her initial
experience on campus at a
summer basketball scrim-
mage.

“I was waiting on the
side to get in and show
them what I could do,” she
recalled in her Simon essay.
“In the middle of a fast
break, coach Ken Pyszka
yelled, ‘Karla, getin there!”
I darted in from half-court,
ran full-speed down the
lane, caught a pass from
Debbie Hall and somehow
made a miraculous shot
while being fouled. That
was my start at [IVCC.”

The former Karla Wal-
genbach was a three-sport
captainand MVPwho earned
a scholarship to Loyola
University Chicago to play
volleyball and basketball
before a broken leg suffered

in an IVCC softball game
cost her that full-ride.

“I was devastated, but it
opened another door, one
that helped mold me into
the person I am today: a
coach, a mentor, someone
who loves to help people.”

She met lifelong friends
at [IVCC including Rhonda
Morel, Carol Pratt, Dr.

Rhonda Marty-Anderson
and Mary Jesse and spent
the next decade coaching

IVCC volleyball; her 1986
team finished third in the
state with a school record
37 wins and she was named
N4C Conference Coach of
the Year.

She also refereed volley-
ball 32 years — including
being head official for the
2003 Class A state cham-
pionship at ISU’s Redbird
Arena.

Goskusky is a married
mother of four sons, fit-

Karla Goskusky with grandson Tucker and her Belgian
horse Blanche on the Tonica family farm. (Photo contributed)

BLESSED EVENTS

ROBISON — Mr. and
Mrs. Mark Robison (Laura
Funfsinn) of Mendota, boy,
May 1,2020, at St. Margaret’s
Hospital in Spring Valley.

ROMAN O. PERKINS

John and Rachel (Klein)
Perkins of Newton, Ala., are
parents of Roman O., born
Aug. 3, 2018, in Alabama.

STEPH
BEST

Maternal grandparents are
Bob and Deb Klein of
Mendota.
BROOKS O. PERKINS
John and Rachel (Klein)
Perkins of Newton Ala., are
parents of Brooks O., born
April 9, 2020, in Alabama.
Maternal grandparents are Bob
and Deb Klein of Mendota.

ENITCH DO IT
HARDWARE

Rt. 251 N.
Mendota

e [Live Bait

(815) 539-9394

SPRING
FISHING SALE

* Fishing Tackle
* Fishing Licenses

Now Through June 1
15% off - Rods, Reels & Combos

All Tackle

(excluding Trolling motors, oil & bait)

05202020

Assisted
Living

Now is the ideal time
to make this move.
- Well-designed apartments

- Chef-prepared meals
- Medication management

- Transportation
- 24-hour care
Why wait?

A convenient, comfortable = 3
& secure lifestyle is
available just for you.

- Robust schedule of activities

hieersf Wy

Retirement C omnlunl’cv

To learn more, call Amy at (815) 910-5300 today!
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EL ZARAPE WILL
BE OPEN FOR
CARRYOUT AND
DELIVERY ORDERS
ONLY DURING
REGULAR BUSINESS
HOURS UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE.

EL ZARAPE

Mexican & American Restaurant §

815-539-5985

ness trainer and former
award-winning bodybuild-
er. She was a successful
salesperson of large farm
buildings for 19 years.
When that job ended, she
turned to IVCC.

“IVCC came to the res-
cue again by hiring me as a
fitness center instructor and
by giving me a startin anew
career in therapeutic mas-
sage. I’ve never enjoyed

school so much as I have
this time around.

“IVCC has been there
for me at every stage of
my life,” she wrote. “It
has quietly been my rock,
always there when I needed
it. I graduated from IVCCin
1981 and now 40 years later
will graduate again at 60.

“I am not sure where
I would be in this world
without IVCC.”

today.
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“Trust in Tomorrow.” and "“Grinnell Mutual”
are registered trademarks of Grinnell Mutual
Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual

LaMoille 638-2171 © Amboy 857-2125

COVERAGE THAT
TAKES CARE OF YOUR
TOMORROW

Start protecting your future today. We offer
comprehensive insurance to help protect all that's
important to you. Trust in Tomorrow.® Contact us
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Our Family Protecting Your Family For 50 Years
P.O. BOX 349, Sublette, IL 61367
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Your hometown news online

at www.mendotareporter.com

Keeping you connected...
Keeping you informed...

wwwww

What a whacky
winter in Ilinois

k P.O. Box 300, 703 lllinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342 « www.mendotareporter.com J

s~ e |dentical in format fo

paper edition- Flip
‘ each page with a
~ single click!

e Searchable,
portable, convenient

* News when you want
it- eEdition is available
sooner than home
delivery!

* Back issues available

E-mail acaylor@mendotareporter.com or call 815-539-9396 for your
password today. You can also register online by visiting our website.
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Online auditions for CSA Sinfonia will begin at 11 a.m. Saturday, May 30. Brass and woodwind musicians, string

instrument players and percussionists ages 14-20 are encouraged to audition.

High school musicians sought for CSA Sinfonia

DeKALB — High school musicians
ages 14-20 are invited to audition online
for CSA Sinfonia on Saturday, May 30.
Auditions begin at 11 a.m. and must
be scheduled in advance. Brass and
woodwind musicians, string instrument
players and percussionists are encour-
aged to audition.

Linc Smelser will conduct Sinfonia
auditions using Zoom or Facetime on-
line meeting software to observe current
social distancing guidelines. Musicians
should be prepared to play two short
contrasting pieces and demonstrate
sight-reading ability. Those who meet
the skill requirements are invited to be-
come members of the youth symphony
forthe2020-2021 season—rehearsal and
concert dates to be announced.

Offered by the NIU Community

School of the Arts, this top regional
full youth orchestra performs original
masterpieces by Dvorak, Tchaikovsky,
and Beethoven, as well as music from
the 20th century, occasionally including
popular music classics arranged for
orchestra. The music is fun and chal-
lenging, and young musicians enjoy a
rewarding experience as musicians in
a large orchestra led by a world-class
music director.

Smelser, anaccomplished cellistand
music educator, directs the CSA Youth
Sinfonia. He performs regularly as a
soloistand with the Chicago Symphony
Orchestraand the Grant Park Symphony
Orchestra. Smelser has most recently
been appointed a faculty member of the
Music Institute of Chicago in Winnetka.
He served as guest lecturer of cello at

the Wheaton College Conservatory of
Music from 2006-2016 and is currently
on the faculty of both the Chicago Su-
zuki Institute and the American Suzuki
Institute, and is pianist/accompanist
of the NIU Suzuki program. Smelser
is the conductor and music director of
the Kishwaukee Symphony Orchestra
in DeKalb. He teaches private cello
lessons at the NIU Community School
of the Arts and also directs the CSA
youth string orchestra Symphonette.

CSASinfoniaauditions can be sched-
uled online at csa.niu.edu or by calling
the CSA office at (815) 753-1450. The
NIU Community School of the Arts
offers online private music lessons
this summer on most instruments and
registration is open now for children
and adults of all ages.

Princeton Public Library is opening drop box

PRINCETON - Officials
at the Princeton Public
Library appreciate the pa-
trons for holding on to their
checked-out items while
the library has been closed.
Many people have been ea-
ger for the library to reopen
and library personnel share
this aspiration. However,
the health and safety of the
community and staff is, and
will always be the library’s

first priority. Therefore, the
library is proceeding careful-
ly and in phases to eventually
return to its comfort zone.
The library’s first phase
will be to open its drop box
return slots located on the
west side of the building.
Patrons with outstanding
items are encouraged to
return items in this man-
ner. From there, personnel
will quarantine and sanitize

the items before checking
them in and returning to the
shelves. During this period,
the returned items will re-
main on the patron’s account
until the items clear quar-
antine and can be checked
in safely by staff, and late
fees will not apply to any
outstanding items.

This step is important to
ensure the collection is ex-
pansive and safe for the next

Spotlight on 4-H - Ashleigh Collins

LaSALLE COUNTY -
The University of Illinois
Extension Bureau, LaSalle
and Marshall-Putnam 4-H is
honoring the seniors 0£2020.
This week,
they are
highlighting
Ashleigh
Collins, a
member of
North Stars
in LaSal-
le County.
Sherecently
concluded her senior year at
Mendota High School.

Interior design and sheep
have been her favorite proj-
ects. She has shown sheep
for six years and has made
four interior design projects.

When asked what she has
learned from 4-H, Collins
replied, “4-H helped me learn

¥4

A. Collins

more about community ser-
viceand how I can be a better
member of my community.
I also enjoyed working on
committees and being part
of a successful team.”

Favorite memories for
Collins are from her club
gatherings. “North Stars is
like an extended family and
wealways enjoy our potlucks
and other events in addition
to our monthly meetings,”
she said. “T also really enjoy
the county fair.”

She advises younger 4-H
membersto getinvolved with
many projects, even when
they do not know much about
that area. “There are always
others to help you along the
way,” she noted.

Collins plans to attend
Oklahoma State University in
the fall where she will pursue

a degree in animal science.
She would like to continue her
education to obtain advanced
degrees and work asan animal
nutritionist.

Collins expressed her
gratitude to her 4-H leader,
Staci Sundberg, who intro-
ducedherto4-H, always sup-
ported her, and recognized
her as a leader in the club.

Ifyouhave questions orif
you would like information
about joining 4-H, e-mail
Toni Pienta at fusinatt@
illinois.edu for LaSalle
County, Danielle Gapinski
at des85@illinois.edu for
Bureau County or Anne
Scheel atamscheel@illinois.
edu for Marshall-Putnam,
or call University of Illinois
Extension—Bureau, LaSalle,
Marshall, Putnam Unit at
(815) 224-0889.

Girl Scouts of Northern lllinois host first
virtual annual meeting, elect new officers

SOUTH ELGIN — Girl Scouts of North-
ern Illinois (GSNI) hosted its first virtual
Annual Meeting on Saturday, May 9. With
a quorum of over 100 members, the organi-
zation elected the following individuals to
its volunteer Board of Directors with terms

expiring in 2023:

Officers: Dana Vierck (Elgin), Second
Vice-Chair; Jennifer Archer (Roscoe), Sec-

retary.

Directors-at-Large: Tasha Davis (Mont-
gomery); Angela Schmidt (Rockford).

The following individuals were also
elected to GSNI’s Board Development Com-
mittee with terms expiring in 2021: Michael
Campbell (Fox River Grove), Chair; Mark
Ackerman (Pecatonica); Linda Caine (St.
Charles); Vicky Kohlbacher (Rockford); Bet-
sy Scott (Barrington); Dana Vierck (Elgin);

Lois Wollney (Barrington).

Associate Directors on GSNI’s Board of
Directors represent the voice of girls on the
Board and can give input to policies and other
governance matters. The following Girl Scout
girlmembers were elected as GSNI Associate
Directors with terms expiring in2021: Maggie

Bell (St. Charles); Anjel Henry (Rock Falls).

National Council Delegates represent
GSNI atthe 2020 Girl Scout National Council
Sessionand serveasadvisorsto GSNI’s Board
of Directors and staff for a three-year term,
expiring in 2023. The following members

were elected as National Council Delegates at

GSNTI’s virtual 2020 Annual Meeting: (Adult
Members) Lauri Doyle (Oswego); Joslyn

Gould (Genoa); Amanda Guffey (South

Beloit); Jennifer Shepeck (Byron); Janey
Welch (Woodstock); Elizabeth Boyd (Plano),
Alternate Delegate. (Girl Members) Maggie
Bell (St. Charles); Morgan Doyle (Oswego);
Emily Hinrichs (Thomson); Harley Miller
(Rock City); Maddison Shepard (Crystal
Lake); Vivian Tackett-Irwin (Gilberts), Al-
ternate Delegate

Girl Scouts of Northern Illinois serves

16 counties including parts or all of Boone,

Carroll, Cook, DeKalb, DuPage, Jo Daviess,
Kane, Kendall, Lake, LaSalle, Lee, McHenry,
Ogle, Stephenson, Whiteside, and Winneba-
go. To volunteer, reconnect, donate, or join,
visitwww.girlscoutsni.org or call 844-GSNI-
4-ME (844-476-4463).

step in the library’s reopen-
ing plan. Library personnel
will contact those patrons
with hotspots checked out
to coordinate a time when
they can accept the return
in keeping with Covid-19
safety standards. Also, the
library will not be able to
collectbook donations at this
time. Please continue to hold
on to them until the library
is open to the public.

(T
..
> 4
' 7
!4

=\

JAS
.\

: e
T

MHS presents Sousa,
Becker band awards

MENDOTA — The John
Philip Sousa Award and
the John Becker Memorial
Award winners have been
announced
at Men-
dota High
School.

Hannah
Ambler has
been se-
lected for
the Sou-
sa Award,
which is given to the out-
standing senior band student.
She is the daughter of Carl
and Susan
Ambler of
Mendota.

Olivia
Ross is the
recipient of |
the Beck-
er Award,
which is
given to the
outstanding sophomore band
student. She is the daughter
of Kirk and Kathy Ross of
Mendota.

The John Philip Sousa
Award is given to the grad-
uating senior in recognition
for outstanding achievement
in instrumental music. The

H. Ambler

0. Ross

recipient should exhibit
characteristics of good char-
acter, dependability, coop-
eration, loyalty, conduct,
appreciation of good music,
self-confidence, leadership
and a sincere desire to learn
music with the welfare of the
band in mind.

The John Becker Memo-
rial Award is given to the
outstanding sophomore band
student. In November of
1981, Becker suddenly and
unexpectedly passed away.
He was a sophomore in the
Mendota High School Con-
cert Band and was devoted
to the study of trombone.
Becker was a serious student
inschool, who was extremely
loyal to the band program.
His long-range plan was to
become amusic educator. He
was well-liked by his peers
and respected by the faculty
at MHS. Becker had the
highest degree of character,
held a high expectation for
himselfand inspired others to
do the same. This memorial
award was established not
only to honor the memory
of John Becker, but also his
admirable traits as a bands-
man of the highest standard.

MHS’s DeLong named
as Arion Award winner

MENDOTA — The 2020
recipient of the Mendota
High School Arion Award
is Noah DeLong, son of
Michacel
and Janet
DeLong.

The Ar-
ion Award
is to recog-
nize a se-
nior choir
student for
outstanding
achievementin choral music.
The recipient must exhibit
the following qualities: coop-
eration over and above nor-
mal duties, musicianship and
performance, attendance,
ambition, diligence, inspira-
tion to others, personal habits
and someone who is best
qualified to carry on the best
traditions of Mendota High
School. The candidate must

N. DeLong

haveatleasta 3.0 cumulative
average in school.

DeLong’s accomplish-
ments include eight semes-
ters in Concert Choir, Choir
President, Madrigal Singer
(11, 12) also Madrigal King,
ILMEA Senior Chorus (11,
12), ILMEA All-State Hon-
ors Chorus (11), ILMEA
All-State Chorus (12), BNC
Choir (10, 12), Masterwork
Project (Mozart Requiem)
with Cor Cantiamo (9),
IHSA Solo and Ensemble
Contest (five Best of the
Day Awards, nine first-place
ratings), Show Choir Com-
bo-Drums (10, 11, 12), The
Little Mermaid (Sailor and
member of Chorus), Little
Shop of Horrors, Audrey 1I,
National Anthem Singer at
MHS sporting event — 2018
and We the Least Christian
rock band member.
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Some simple shopping strategies can help people prevent the spread of COVID-19.

Safeguard against COVID-19 when grocery shopping

Supermarkets and other
food merchants are allowed
to stay open as “essential”
retailers amid the mass
shutdowns prompted by the
spread of the COVID-19
virus. Along with banks,
gas stations and takeout
restaurants, supermarkets are
among the few places that
people are allowed to visit
to procure the necessities of
everyday life.

Even with social distanc-
ing and other precautions in
place, grocery stores remain
high-traffic locations. As
a result, many people feel
concerned about how to best
protect themselves when
turning to in-store visits or
grocery delivery services
to stay stocked on food and
other essentials.

* Maintain a six-foot
distance. As with other loca-
tions, shoppers shouldkeepa
distance of six feet between
themselves and other shop-
pers. Donothesitate tomove
back orask someone tomove
away if you feel concerned
about proximity. Shopping

during “off-peak” hours may
help thin out crowds and
make it easier to maintain
social distance.

* Shop small retailers.
It can be beneficial to visit
independently owned retail-
ers, like local markets, delis
and specialty food stores.
Crowds at such stores will
likely be smaller than the
crowds at large chain stores.

* Wipe down products.
Data published in The New
England Journal of Med-
icine that tested how long
COVID-19 survived on
surfaces found the virus was
detected up to 72 hours on
plastic, 48 hours on stainless
steel, 4 hours on copper, and
24 hours on cardboard. While
infection from touch may not
beaslikely asitis from direct
inhalation of COVID-19
from an infected individual,
itcanbe helpful to wipe down
surfaces, including non-po-
rous packaging, once items
are brought home, as well
as counters or tables used
to unload packages. Wiping
down a shopping cart handle

also may be helpful.

» Wash produce. Consum-
er Reports suggests washing
fruitsand vegetables inamild
soap-and-water solution to
eliminate any possible live
virus and pesticides.

* Avoid direct contact.
Whether items are deliv-
ered or purchased in-store,
avoid personal contact with
cashiers or other store em-
ployees. Pick up and pack
your own groceries. Opt to
pay with a credit card or an-
other digital pay option like
Apple Pay instead ofhanding
over cash. Use your own pen
to sign receipts. Scan your
own frequent shopper card
orhave the cashieruse ascan
gun, rather than taking your
key ring to hold. Delivery
services can place the bags
outside of your front door.
Tips also can be exchanged
electronically for delivery
services through an app or
online or over the phone.

Some simple shopping
strategies can help peo-
ple prevent the spread of
COVID-19.
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ENTERTAINMENT

By Tony Rizzo
HOLLYWOOD -- Our
current pandemic will have a
major effect on the next Os-
car Awards on Feb. 28,2021.
Normally, in order to qualify
for an Oscar
nomination,
a film must
play in a
theater in
Los Ange-
les Coun-
ty for one
week prior
to Dec. 31,
but because theaters have
been closed there will be no
way many movies can be
seen to qualify. In response,
the Academy of Motion
Pictures Arts and Sciences
has eased the eligibility
requirements for films debut-
ing on streaming and VOD
platforms if they’re made
available on the Academy’s
exclusive streaming site
within 60 days of their re-
lease, but only if they were
previously intended for the-
atrical release. After theaters
reopen, the one-week rule
will be reinstated. It further
announced that this will be

Reynolds

Hollywood

the final year they’ll send
academy members screeners,
thus also putting an end to the
constant pirating of major
film screeners.
sk ok

I’ve had several fans of
“7th Heaven” (1996-2007)
ask me what has become of
Stephen Collins, who played
Rev. Eric Camden. In 2014
hebecame engulfedina“Me
Too” scandal that accused
him of inappropriate sexual
conduct with minors -- first
one girl, then two others
-- decades before. Collins
confessed in the pages of
People Magazine that he did
“something terribly wrong.”
Although he apologized to
one of the girls, his career
was over. Stephen was unem-
ployable, so he moved back
to his native Iowa, where in
July 2019 he wed German
“superfan” Jenny Nagel.
He was 72 and she was 32.
Collins began his career on
an episode of “The Waltons”
in 1975, and in addition to
“7th Heaven” he starred in
21 episodes of “Tales of the
Gold Monkey” in 1982.

sksksk

Ryan Reynolds has pre-
pared for the shutdown. His
film “The Hitman’s Wife’s
Bodyguard” opens Aug.
28; “Free Guy,” with Jodie
Comer (“Killing Eve”) drops
Dec. 11, and the animated
“The Croods 2,” with Emma
Stone, Nicolas Cage, Leslie
Mann, Catherine Keenerand
Cloris Leachman, is due Dec.
23. He’s currently prepping
Netflix’s untitled film based
on T.S. Nowlin’s book “Our
NameIsAdam,” aboutaman
who travels to the past to
enlist his 13-year-old self to
confronttheir father, isready
to shoot when the industry
reopens.

Kaley Cuoco’s first job
post-"Big Bang Theory”
is the film “The Man From
Toronto.” It’s a comedy
about the world’s deadliest
assassin (Woody Harrelson)
and a New York screw-
up (Kevin Hart) who are
mistaken for each other at
an Airbnb. We won’t get a
big bang from this one until
September 2021.

(c) 2020 King Features
Synd., Inc.

| Couch Theater |

(Movies reviewed in this
week s column have just been
released on video and DVD.)

“Birds of Prey” (R)
-- Margot Robbie is at her
overly bright, psychotic best
as Harley Quinn, notorious
lunatic and now ex-girlfriend
of The Joker. A diamond
belonging to the narcissistic
crime lord Roman (Black
Mask, played by Ewan Mc-
Gregor) disappears thanks
to a young girl named Cass,
and she is marked for death.
So Harley turns a tear of
self-destruction into a riot
of self-discovery and female
empowerment, teaming with
amafiadon’s daughter (Mary
Elizabeth Winstead) out for
revenge with her crossbow,
a sultry siren (Jurnee Smol-
lett-Bell) who uses her voice
as a weapon, and a tough
Gotham cop (Rosie Perez).
The girl gang takes up arms
in a very violent defense.

“The Photograph” (PG-
13) -- A steamy love story
erupts when Mae (Issa
Rae) discovers a letter and
photograph shortly after her

mother’s death. Her mother,
Christina (played in flash-
back by Chante Adams) -- a
famous photographer -- is
the subject of an article by
up and coming journalist
Michael (LaKeith Stanfield),
who approaches Mae for an
interview. The pair have an
instant chemistry, and as
both Mae and Michael ex-
plore her mother’s life and
motivations, they may end
up reliving and hopefully
benefiting from the regrets
of the past.

“Call of the Wild” (PG)
--It’sthe classic Jack London
tale of a family dog who is
spirited away to the edge of
the world and forced to fight
tosurvive, updated with CGI
and featuring Harrison Ford
as a grizzled mountain man.
Buck -- a St. Bernard-collie
mix -- lives a spoiled life in
California when he is stolen
and sold as a sled dog in the
Yukon territory. As he serves
a series of masters, he grows
and changes, skirting the
line between civilized and
feral. He’s rescued by John

Thornton (Ford) and the pair
cross into uncharted territory
in an attempt to answer the
call of the wild.

“Fantasy Island” (PG-
13) -- Win a trip, visit an is-
land and make a wish! That’s
the reality of Gwen (Maggie
Q), Melanie (Lucy Hale),
Patrick (Austin Stowell) and
stepbrothers J.D. and Brax
(J.D. Hansen and Jimmy O.
Yang). Their fantasies seem
innocuous enough -- having
it all, serving in wartime,
revenge onabully, the man of
your dreams -- and Mr. Roark
(Michael Pena) is on staff
to facilitate the deliverance
of these fantasies. But they
don’t have the wholesome
endings found in the 1970s
TV version. Yes, guests of
this specialized resort are
granted the fulfillment of a
wish, but unsurprisingly end
up with wisher’s remorse in
this horror-fable by Blum-
house, meant as a prequel to
the TV version.

(c) 2020 King Features
Synd., Inc.

Happy 21st
Birthday
Michelle!
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| Celebrity Extra |

By Dana Jackson

Q: Did I hear correctly
that the show “God Friended
Me” justhadits series finale?
I really like the show, but
if that was
the end of
it, we still
didn’t get
any answers
as to who
was behind
the God Ac-
count. They
left us hanging. This is a
great, positive show that we
need right now. -- K.L.

A: Yes, unfortunately,
“God Friended Me” aired
its two-hour series -- not
just season -- finale in late
April. The creators of the
show didn’t get much notice
of its cancellation by CBS,
but feel they did the ending
justice. If you saw the scene
on the mountaintop, that was
actually filmed for the very
first episode, but the footage
wasn’t used until the finale.
The producers also stitched
togetheran ending withmore
recent takes.

In an article on Deadline.
com, co-creator Bryan Wyn-
brandt explained why fans
didn’t learn who was behind
the God Account: “In the
spirit of the show, searching

for one’s own place in the
world, for Miles [Brandon
Micheal Hall], his journey
was less about him getting
the answer and more about
himbeingready toreceiveit.
Whetherit’s God ornot God,
it was about getting him to a
place where he’s open-mind-
ed and unencumbered by
the tragedies of the past and
he was fully open to the
answer. That was ultimately
the journey, and that’s what
the mountaintop represents.
Whoitwasislessimportant.”

While the message is
a beautiful one, I’'m with
you -- I don’t like vague
endings. And if you missed
the finale, all 22 episodes of
“God Friended Me” can be
streamed on CBS All Access.

skokk

Q: I heard that they are
bringing back the fami-
ly-friendly reality show
“Wipeout.” How are they
going to do this with the pan-
demic? Do you know when
episodes will air? -- T.K.

A: Yes, “Wipeout” will
be back -- someday. The hit
show aired on ABC from
2008 to 2014 and was re-
cently acquired by the TBS
cable channel for a planned
20-episode run, but it hasn’t
been filmed yet. The obstacle

— *TriviaTest* ———

1.U.S. STATES: Which ofthe
48 contiguous United States has
the largest land area?

2. TELEVISION: What city
does SpongeBob SquarePants
live in?

3. GENERAL KNOWL-
EDGE: What color is cyan?

4. FOOD & DRINK: In beer
styles, what does the designation
IPA mean?

5. GEOGRAPHY: Whichtwo
countries share the longest border?

6. ANIMAL KINGDOM:
Whatis a group of squirrels called?

7.FAMOUS QUOTATIONS:
Which famous author once wrote,
“As full of spirit as the month of
May, and as gorgeous as the sun
in Midsummer”?

8. MOVIES: In the 2020
movie, what is the real name of

the superhero in “Black Widow™?
9. BUSINESS: Which animal
is featured in the Porsche auto
logo?
10. HISTORY: What was the
name of the dog who was first to
orbit the Earth in a space vehicle?

Answers

1. Texas

2. Bikini Bottom

3. Blue

4. India pale ale

5. The United States and
Canada

6. A scurry or dray

7. William Shakespeare

8. Natasha Romanoff

9. A horse

10. Laika

(¢)2020 King Features Synd.,
Inc.

_ KingCrossword

ACROSS T ]2 38 | 5 16 |7 |8 9 [0 [
1 Comes
together
5 Sail support
9 Drenched
12 Met melody
13 From the
beginning
14 Wall crawler
15 Voles
17 Back talk
18 Man's hat
style
19 Confound
21 First word of
"America"
22 Gotham City
super-villain
24 Renown
27 Standard
28 Linger 54 55 56
31 Chicken-king
link 52 Beige alterations 29 Flop
32 Recede 53 North Sea 9 Grain also 30 Before
33 Mongrel feeder called water 35 Leading lady?
34 Two-wheeler 54 Buck's mate oats 37 Not straight
36 Ph. bk. list- 55 Deli loaves 10 Satan's forte 39 "Wabbit"
ings 56 Reps.'rivals 11 Work at the hunter
37 Relinquish keyboard 40 — tai
38 Occurrence  DOWN 16 Parched 41 Walk wearily
40 Letter after 1 Handled hook 20 Society new- 42 Prefix re
lambda 2 Great Lake bie planes
41 Discussion 3 Told a whop- 22 Frilly blouse 43 Flightless
group per accessory flock
43 Insect with 4 Biblical danc- 23 Spheres 44 — E. Coyote
pincers er 24 "Great!" 45 Warhead
47 Hawaiian 5 One of the 25 Clay, today weapon,
neckpiece Three Bears 26 "Stop fight- briefly
48 Crockett and 6 Blackbird ing" 46 The Bee —
Tubbs' show 7 Moment 27 Teller's part- 49 Unfriendly
51 Tolkien ogre 8 Make slight ner 50 Exist

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

Weekly SUDOKU gjBBsnnnuUnE
vlzle|z]olels]v]s
by Linda Thistle ole[r[slelz[r]8]z
elL|s|v[8|z|s|a]e
slelele|[1]|a]v]zs]e
1 7 2 L[v][ir|o]z]e]es]e
2 8 3 6(9|e|L|s|8|L|2|V
zls[elef[z[v]|ofe]t
3 6 4 Jomsuy
4 1 5 — nyoans Apeem —
9 2 7
8 5 9
5 7 2
9 4 8
3 1 5

numbers from one to nine.

€ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢

@ Moderate 4 4 Challenging

Brought to you each week by

-

FIRST STATE BANK

courses should be similar to
the slippery ones that fans
are familiar with, but TBS is
adding somenew challenges.

Brett Weitz, general man-
agerof TBS, said that casting
the competitors will only be
done “virtually” for now due
to the pandemic. Applicants
can check out www.wipe-
outcasting.com for more
information.

sk

Q: Is “Westworld” going
to be back on HBO? I really
hope it continues, but it
doesn’t seem like many peo-
ple talk about it anymore, so
I wonder if it’s lost viewers.
-- PB.

A: The ratings must be
good enough because the
science-fiction Western has
been given the green light
for a fourth season. Evan
Rachel Wood, Thandie New-
ton and Ed Harris star in the
series, which had only eight
episodes for its critically
acclaimed third season but
drew animpressive 9 million
viewers.

Send me your questions at
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.
com, or write me at KFWS,
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando,
FL 32803.

(c) 2020 King Features
Synd., Inc.

Strange

But True

By Lucie Winborne

* The first sunglasses
were invented in 12th-cen-
tury China and made from
smoked quartz. While pro-
viding no protection against
harmful UV rays, they did
give some relief from the
sun’s glare and also served
asavaluable tool for Chinese
judges, allowing them to
seem emotionally detached
during interrogations.

* English Romantic poet
Samuel Taylor Coleridge
(1772-1834) is credited
with the first printed use of
the words “selfless,” “psy-
chosomatic,” “bipolar” and
“bisexual.”

* A study by neurologists
showed that some patients
suffering from brain trauma
and damage on the right-
hand side of their brain have
a compulsive obsession to
tell jokes they find hilarious,
while not finding other peo-
ples’ jokes funny at all.

* The hacker group Anon-
ymous once sent thousands of
all-black faxes to the Church
of Scientology to deplete all
of their ink cartridges.

* May 29 is officially
“Puta Pillow on Your Fridge
Day.” This curious holiday
derives froman old custom of
placing a piece of cloth from
one’s bedroom in a place
where food was kept, helping
to ensure a supply of future
plenty to the household.

* Sierra Leone is the
world’s roundest country and
sits not too far from Egypt --
the world’s squarest country.

* Nearly 3% of the ice in
Antarctic glaciers is com-
posed of penguin urine. Due
to the subzero temperature in
that area, it can’t evaporate.

* Think you hate going
to the dentist? A 12-year-
old French boy once faked
his own kidnapping to get
out of it! After being locat-
ed in a village 100 miles
from his home, the lad lied
to police, even describing
his kidnapper’s distinctive
cheek scar. Only after they
had searched for a month
and re-questioned him did
the boy confess.

seskosk

(c) 2020 King Features

Synd., Inc.
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Between 1979 and 1981 a series of high profile missing-
children cases became national headlines. These cases
contributed to the shock of the nation’s consciousness
bringing attention to the seriousness of child victimization
and forever changing the response by law-enforcement
agencies to reports of missing children.

The tragedies of these children and others exposed a
fundamental flaw. There was no coordinated effort between
federal, state, and local law enforcement; no national
response system in place; and no central resource to help
searching families. When it came to handling missing-
children cases, the United States was a nation of 50 states
often acting like 50 separate countries.

In 1983 President Ronald Reagan proclaimed May 25
National Missing Children’s Day. Each administration since
has honored this annual reminder to the nation to renew
efforts to reunite missing children with their families and
make child protection a national priority. National Missing
Children’s Day is a reminder to all parents and guardians of
the need for high-quality photographs of their children for
use in case of an emergency, and for the need for everyone
to pay close attention to the posters and photographs of
missing children.

THIS MESSAGE WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY THESE SPONSORS:

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK ADM GRAIN COMPANY
1300 13th Ave. ® Mendota 110 E. 12th St. ¢ Mendota
815-539-5656 800-851-9943

Member FDIC MENDOTA REPORTER
FIRST STATE BANK 703“}:2235’,(:“’9'
706 Washington St. 815-539-9396
Mendota ¢ 815-538-2265 www.mendotareporter.com
Member FDIC
MCDONALD’S

VAESSEN BROS. CHEVROLET
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave.
Sublette
815-849-5232 or
800-227-5203
www.vaessenbrothers.com

2701 12th St.
1503 13th Ave.
Mendota

FINANCIAL PLUS

CREDIT UNION
1905 13th Ave. * Mendota
CITY OF MENDOTA 815-539.3444
800 Washington St. Member NCUA-ESI
Mendota
815-539-7459 SCHIMMER INC.
SULLIVANS FOODS CHEVROLET - BUICK
1102 Meriden St. ® Mendota Rt. 251 South » Mendota
815-539-9341 815-539-9343

www.schimmergm.com
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Enjoy your life today

How do you feel
about your life? Would
yousay you love it? Or
do you just get through
each day, enduring the
things you don’t want
to do, putting up with
the things that frustrate
you, wishing you had
someone else’s life?
Do you believe you
will finally be happy
someday...when you
have this or that?

People often say
things like: “I’ll be
happy when I have a
different job.” “I’1l be
happy when I’'m mar-
ried.” “I’ll be so glad

when the weekend gets
here!” “I’d be so happy
ifThad children.” And
then after the children
come... “I’ll be so hap-
py when these kids are
finally grown and out
of the house!”

It’s a mistake for
us to go through life
thinking we can’t be
happy until we have
something we want
or our circumstance
changes. The truth
is we’ll always find
something to be un-
happy about until we
learn to be happy in
the Lord.

We’re Spreading The News...
All Over Town!

Pick up your copy of
The Mendota Reporter at any
of these fine locations:

¢ Bonnell’s General Store,
Sublette
¢ Casey’s General Store
« Earlville BP
¢ Beck Oil Co. Truck Stop
¢ Sublette BP, Sublette
* Beck Oil Co.
* Mendota Marathon
* Mendota Food Mart
* Mendota Shell
* Road Ranger, I-39
¢ Stephenitch
Do It Best Hardware
e Sullivan’s Foods
¢ CVS Pharmacy
e Subway

The giapats Reporter

703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL
(815) 539-9396

FAX: (815) 539-7862

I know about this
from personal expe-
rience. I got a very
bad start in life, and
it made me a miser-
able, angry, insecure
person who didn’t
trust anybody because
I believed if I didn’t
take care of myself,
nobody else would.
And that caused me
to be very selfish and
self-centered.

But God didn’t cre-
ate us to live selfish
lives, spending all our
time trying to get what
we want. He put a de-
sire in us to have plea-
sure, but we will never
really experience His
blessings — His peace,
joy, love, and all the
good things He wants
to give us — if we live
with a “What about
me?!” mentality.

John 10:10 (AMP)
says, “The thief comes
only in order to steal
and kill and destroy.
I came that they may
have and enjoy life,
and have it in abun-
dance [to the full, till
it overflows].”

The enemy — the
devil — wants to steal
our joy and destroy our
lives. But Jesus came
and died on the cross
to give us abundant
life, “to the full, till
it overflows”! And
it’s a tragedy when
born-again Christians
don’t enjoy their lives
because they have a

All students and teachers can use the newspaper as an
integral teaching and learning component

rou n school
about the world at large and

A BIG THANK YOU to the

2019-2020 NIE Sponsors

Credit Union

Member FDIC

ES' EXCESS SHARE
I INSURANCE

Y\

Senator Sue

Their commitment to education will send informative,
interesting & educational newspapers to the Mendota
School System throughout the school year!

facebook BESE

Rezin

703 Illinois Ave. * Mendota, IL 61342
-539-9396 « www.mendotareporter.com

FIRST STATE BANK

FIRST STATE INSURANCE
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Member FDIC
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“barely getting by,
hanging on till Jesus
comes to get me”
mentality.

If you’re unhappy
and want to enjoy your
life, I want to give you
two keys to help you
get there.

The first key is to
make an attitude ad-
justment.

Having a negative,
critical attitude and
feeling sorry for our-
selves sours every-
thing. We all have
things we could com-
plain about, but it
doesn’t do any good,
so we’re just wasting
our time and energy
when we give in to it.

Make a determined
decision to have a
more thankful attitude
in your day-to-day
life. Thank God for the
good things you can
think of right now, and
actively look for more
things to add to the
list each day. This will
help you stay focused
on God’s goodness.

Another way to im-
prove your attitude is
to get your mind off
yourself and think
about others more.
Ask God how you can
be a blessing and help
make someone else’s
life better. When we’re
paying attention to
others, it’s easy to find
something we can do,
whether it’s giving an
encouraging word or
compliment, arandom
act of kindness, or a

.Gy ENJOYING
REVERYDAY LIFE

hug. There’s really
no end to the ways we
can show God’s love
to someone around us.

The second key is
to have a proper per-
spective.

Loving or hating
a thing often comes
down to how you look
at it. It’s possible you
can have more joy in
your life simply by
looking at it from a
different perspective.

Whatever you fo-
cus on, that is what
you’re going to get. If
you focus on trouble
long enough, that’s
all you’ll expect, and
it will likely develop.

What we choose to
focus on gets larger in
our lives. If we don’t
have a proper perspec-
tive of it from God’s
point of view, it will
grow and get out of
balance. For example,
in marriage, people
sometimes get so fo-
cused on the things
they don’t like about
their spouse that they
totally forget all the
good things they love
about them.

I know life is not
easy, and we all have
to deal with hardship
at times. But when
you’re struggling,
realize that although
you have some trou-
ble, things could be
worse.

I certainly don’t
mean to make light of
a serious issue you’re
facing; my purpose

with this point is to
help you keep your
perspective based on
God’s Word and His
promises. Because
when you choose to
trust Him in every
circumstance, He will
always be bigger than
your problems!
skosksk

For more on this
topic, order Joyce’s
three-teaching CD
series Joy and Enjoy-
ment. You can also
contact us to receive
our free magazine,
Enjoying Everyday
Life, by calling (800)
727-9673 or visiting
WWW.Joycemeyer.org.

Joyce Meyer is a
New York Times best-
selling author and
founder of Joyce Mey-
er Ministries, Inc. She
has authored more
than 100 books, in-
cluding BATTLE-
FIELD OF THEMIND
and YOUR BATTLES
BELONG TO THE
LORD (FaithWords).
She hosts the Enjoying
Everyday Life radio
and TV programs,
which air on hundreds
of stations worldwide.
For more information,
visit www.joycemey-
er.org.

Please note: The
views and opinions
expressed throughout
this publication and/
or website are those of
the respective authors
and do not necessarily
reflect those of Joyce
Meyer Ministries.
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Subscribe now to have legal
notices emailed to you based
on YOUR custom search criteria!

A public service provided by Illinois Newspapers
& the lllinois Press Association
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MENDOTA

ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon, Pastor
Ray Fischer, Jose Lopez,
and Hector Diaz, Deacons

e0ccc0cccccc0cccc o 0e

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass
Weekend Mass

Confession

STS. PETER AND PAUL,

PETERSTOWN
Weekend Mass
Confession

FIRST UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
Cell: (815) 718-2191

Sunday Praise Worship
Sunday school for all ages
Traditional Worship

Due to the COVID- 19 restrictions,
all in-person meetings, events
and services have been postponed
until further notice. Please visit
our Facebook page (Mendota First
United Methodist Church) to access
all of our virtual content, which we
are making available to help us stay
in ministry during this difficult time.

ZION UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
808 Jefferson St.

e0ccc0cccccc0cccc o 0e

Pastor Hogun Kim
(219) 765-1379

pastorhogunkim@gmail.com
Church office
(815) 538-2186
Email: zionumcmendota@gmail.com
Website: www.zionchurchumc.com

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Worship & Children’s Sunday School

COME AS YOU ARE
BAPTIST CHURCH

900 Monroe St.
(815) 503-0307

James Duncan, Pastor
Website: www.cayabc.com
Email prayer requests: prayer@cayabc.com

SUNDAY: Worship
Sunday School

Written by Thomas Merton, 1968:

My Lord God,

I have no idea where | am going.

I do not see the road ahead of me.
| cannot know for certain where it
will end.

Nor do | really know myself, and
the fact that | think | am following
your will does not mean that | am
actually doing so.

But | believe that the desire to
please you does in fact please you.
And | hope | have that desire in all
that | am doing.

I hope that | will never do anything
apart from that desire.

And | know that if | do this you will
lead me by the right road, though |
may know nothing about it.
Therefore will | trust you always
though | may seem to be lost and
in the shadow of death.

I will not fear, for you are ever
with me, and you will never leave
me to face my perils alone.

Posted by Rev. Susan Presley

The Merchants
on this page urge
you to attend a
house of worship

this week.

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

aye

UNITED PENTECOSTAL
CHURCH

Route 251 North
(815) 539-6861

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor

E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com
www.mendotaupc.org

SUNDAY: Christian Education
Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAY

VICTORY BAPTIST
CHURCH
“Faithful & Effective”

505 W. 7th Ave.
(815) 539-9081

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

Pastor Steve Breedlove

SUNDAY
Sunday school

Worship

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota

P.O. Box 54

Phone (815) 539-7107 (church)
(815) 871-5702 (pastor)

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org
www.facebook.com/NCAOG
“Preaching the blood, book and
blessed hope.”

Sunday School
Worship

MENDOTA BIBLE
CHURCH
Rt. 251, 1/2 mile south of

Mendota
(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org
SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Sunday School
Worship
Evening Service

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH

607 Tenth Ave.
(815) 539-5626

Rev. Steven Mindrup, Interim Pastor
E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org

Website:
www.stjohnsmendota.org

e00ccccc0ccccccccc e

Schedule:
All activities and Worship services
are temporarily suspended until
further notice.

Find us on Facebook

For God had not given us a il
of fear, bul one of power, love
2 Timothy 17

NOTE: Please contact your
individual church regarding
online services or for other
church-related information.

CROSS BODY SHOP
1213 Meriden, Mendota, Il
Phone (815) 539-7010

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Il
Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 539-7211

PHALEN STEEL CONSTRUCTION
Rte. 52 North, Mendota, Il
Phone (815) 539-9391

CHURCH DIRECTORY

0 Loeal.llouses of

Worship

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
1003 5th St.
(815) 538-5603

e0ccc0cccccc0cccc o 0e

Rev. Susan Presley
Website: fpcmendota.com

Accessible
DIGITAL SCHEDULE:

Sunday Worship:
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota
Live at 10 a.m. but can be viewed

any time
Sunday Fellowship:
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/85746317823
To call in for audio only, dial
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting
ID: 857 4631 7823
Live Zoom at | | a.m.
Let’s catch up!

Wednesday Evening Gathering:
Live Zoom at 7 p.m.
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/86402369150

To call in for audio only, dial
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting
ID: 864 0236 9150
Might be Bible Study, might be
fellowship, might be sharing.

No passwords are required for any

of these, and the links and phone

numbers will be good through the
duration of our adventure-

CHRIST’S CHURCH

“He is the Head of the Body, the
Church ... That in everything He
might have the supremacy.” col. I:18

1107 Main St.
(815) 993-2462

Dave Manion ¢ Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman
Please join us for . ..
Sunday Bible Study (all ages)
Sunday Worship
Church Builders

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer
Saturday Men’s Ministry

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH

398 Church Road
Compton

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567
Wheelchair accessible
www.immanuellutherancompton.org
E-mail:
immanuellutherancompton@live.com

“Living in God’s Grace as a
Neighbor to the World”

WORSHIP:

Worship services and all church
activities are cancelled until
further notice. Please check out
our website: www.ilccompton.org
or our Facebook page
for updates.

COMPTON UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

139 W. Chestnut
Compton

(815) 497-2491

e0ccc0cccccc0cccc o 0e

Pastor Dave Holden
pawpawumc@juno.com

Sunday Worship

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.

Phone (815) 539-6354

Phone (815) 539-9394

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, I1l.
Phone (815) 539-3828

LA MOILLE

ZION EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34

(815) 539-7820

eeccccccccccccccccce

Sunday Worship
Sunday School
Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille
(815) 638-2348

eeccccccccccccccccce

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com

SUNDAY WORSHIP
SUNDAY SCHOOL

Nursery available

TROY GROVE

FAITH BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP

208 W. South St., Troy Grove

eeccccccccccccccccce

Pastor Brian Hamiel

Website: www.faithbiblefellowship.info
E-mail: fbfchurch20817@gmail.com

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist
to glorify God through the equipping
of His saints, teaching of His Word
and raising of His name.

We would love to have you join us
to worship and learn about
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL
SUNDAY SERVICE

.

iy T Jo
BlB LE T‘R[VIA by Wilson Casey

l. Is the book of 2 Samuel in
the Old or New Testament or
neither?

2. What’s the only Jesus miracle
reported in all four gospels of the
New Testament?

Woater to wine, Feeding of 5,000,
Raising Lazarus, Red Sea parting
3. To which attendees of an
event did Jesus refer to as “the
salt of the earth?
Daniel’s visions, Sermon on the
Mount, Rebuilding temple, Holy
congregation
4. From | Timothy 5, what was
the minimum widow age to be
put on a church’s support list?
40, 50, 60, 70
5. In Judges 9, who had 70 of his
brothers killed on one stone?
Belshazzar, Naboth, Hanun,
Abimelech
6. From Daniel 4, who dreamed
of a tree that reached into
Heaven?

Obadiah, Joshua, Nebuchadnez-
zar, Matthew

<>

ANSWERS: I) Old; 2) Feeding of
5,000; 3) Sermon on the Mount;
4) 60; 5) Abimelech;

6) Nebuchadnezzar.

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

When Jesus therefore saw His
mother, and the disciple whom
He loved standing by, He said
to His mother, “Woman, behold
behold your son!” Then He said
to the disciple, “Behold your
mother!” And from that hour
that disciple took her to his
own home. JOHN 19:26,27 4o

804 Washington, Mendota, Il

STEPHENITCH DO IT BEST HARDWARE
1204 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, I11.
Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.
Phone (815) 539-5060
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Catherine Wasmer

Wasmer

FUNERAL HOME
Celebration-Of-Life-Center

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota
815-539-8500

AUTO REPAIR

&
VAR UTY RBREFAIR s
BIS-S3:8-2412

307 Plaza Dr. » 815-538-2412

COMPLETE p ~
AUTO REPAIR  S:45PER=B
SPECIALIZING IN: “Ja SoNesTRsHssors
Auto Transmission &

Computer Diagnostics

Still shopping your auto insurance to
lower your premium? 1st Auto provides
you with the security & expertise to
provide you a competitive price for your
personal & farm vehicles.

You're 1st Rate
So You Rate 1st!

Find out today how much you
can save on your Personal
Auto Insurance.

Heiting Insurance Agency

1409 E. Main * Mendota ¢ (815)539-9265

& Casualty Insurance Company

<

Mercedes-Benz

,/4
S — —
P - SSA
N
7

Carole Eich

Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Mercedes-Benz
3675 Frontage Rd.

Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 « Fax: 815-224-4288  www.jpchevy.com

DISPOSAL SERVICE

EKANAR®

NURSERY&LANDSCAPING, INC
Garden Center & Custom
Landscape Design
417 US-34 » Mendota (815)538-4800
Open May 1
Mon-Sat 8-5 and Sun 11-4.

NURSING & REHABILITATION CENTER

LEE LEWIS

DISPOSAL SERVICE

Serving the Mendota Community Since 1968

9 Believe us
Mendota, IL @80
815-539-7583 PEa

)

Garage Men

Your Garbage Is Our Bread and Butter

Meyers will
move for you!

Quick, clean, courteous
and careful...
Give us a call to move your
household!

HWY 251 S. * MENDOTA

815-539-6263

HERITAGE"
HEALTH

Therapy & Senior Care

WELCOME SPRING!

-

GET STRONGER A
with our RESTORE Therapy
& Private Medicare Room!
FIVE-STAR farility!

(815) 539-6745 « HeritageOfCare.com
1201 Ist Ave. Mendota

Nightengales

Thrift Shop
108 Jefierson St
Mendota

1/2 Price

1st & 3rd Saturday

INSURANCE COMPANY

SINCE 1875

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company!
www.MendotaMutual.com

PLUMBING * HEATING ¢ COOLING

Triple Service ° Plumbing

 Heatin
N ATE !
950-2 « Cooling
YEARS \
Plumbing « Heating « Cooling « Electric 3 Electric

Mendota: 815-539-3828
www.tripleserviceinc.com
IL Lic. #055-041123

BARN REPAIR

REPAIR [
STEEL ROOFING

& SIDING

Rodger Stegmann
815-246-9372
815-274-6661

GYM & MORE

GROCERY STORE

'® ~New Y App &

Rewards Program
~Youth & Adult
Activities
g ~Use of
A Membership at all
Mendota L” _—
~Low monthly
815.538.2900  rates
1811 S. 13th Ave. Rt. 251 -Young Adult
Mendota, IL 61342 Memberships
www.ivymva.com

~ FREE Group
Exercise Classes

the

~No Contracts

We’re your full service
grocery store!

1102 Meriden St., Mendota ® 815-539-9341
Open 6am-10pm © 7 days a week

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending
NMLS#461073

-d

FIRST STATE BANK

@ . Member
=) FDIC

706 Washington St. ® Mendota ¢ 815.539.3834

| f]@) firststatebank.biz [ ]in]

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President
NMLS#477892

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

ONTHERN TEN

For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 lllinois Ave. * 815-539-5142

License #104005528
www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

CARPENTRY

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

* New Homes
* Remodeling
%\g{ + Kitchens
e * Baths
CARPENTRY M) g‘;‘::'ogss‘
815 539 7867 9
D
» Ceramic Tile
(815) 539-7867 Dial ‘KEY-STOP’
License #104005528

FIRST STATE INSURANCE
Mendota ¢ Earlville e Paw Paw
815-539-5651

N L Morton Buildings, Lid.
Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-9325
Jim Stremlau

Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

HARDWARE STORE

For all your home
loan needs, see

Jesse Arellano
Suwneka Savings

BANK

1300 13th Ave. * Mendota, IL 61342
Telephone: (815) 539-5656
nMLs#is1ssss WWW.eurekasavings.com

STEPHENITCH
| S P  HARDWARE

* Screen & window repair
* Pipe cut & thread
* Glass & plexiglass cut
¢ Computer paint matching
* Great selection
* Knowledgeable advice

1200 13th Ave., Mendota * 815-539-9394
Family owned & operated since 1893.

H Mathesius Electric LLC

Greg Mathesius

* Agricultural

Authorized Generac
Dealer and Services

« Commercial GENERAC
* Residential

815-884-9040

Earlville, lllinois

\ ”“€€
ith) Your
Hometown News

STIHL

HHusqvarna
205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225

mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com
SALES & - stihl Outdoor Power Equipment

SERVICE +Husquarna Mowers

¢ Dixon ZTR Parts

REAL ESTATE

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295

Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker
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Sell your household items for free.
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words
-one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)
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LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE OF
TIMESHARE ESTATE
OR ESTATES UNDER
SECTION 10-50 OF
THE ILLINOIS REAL
ESTATE TIMESHARE
ACT OF 1999

By virtue of the
timeshare  instrument
of the Fox River
Resort, 2558 N. 3653
Road, Sheridan, lllinois
60551 and 765 ILCS
101/10-45 establishing
managing entity liens
for failure to pay
assessments and other
costs on the timeshare
estates held by the
owners of the timeshare
estates listed below,
and for the purpose of
foreclosing, the same
will be sold at public
auction starting at 11
oclock a.m. on May
26, 2020, at the east
entrance of Etna Road
Government Complex,
707 Etna Road, Ottawa,
IL 61350.

Each timeshare estate
is a 1.923% and/or
0.9615% undivided
interest (each, a “Unit”)
as tenant-in-common
at Fox River Resort,
a vacation ownership
project in  LaSalle
County, lllinois, as per
the recorded plat(s)
thereof and according
to the Amended and
Restated Declaration of
Restrictions, Covenants
and Conditions
recorded under File
No. R2000 31258 and
any Supplemental
Declarations recorded
in the Office of the
Recorder of Deeds,
LaSalle County, lllinois,
as supplemented and
amended from time to
time (the “Declaration”),
together  with the
exclusive right to occupy
the Unit during the
designated Use Period
Number(s), as said
Use Period is defined
in the Declaration, upon
and subject to all of
the terms, restrictions,
covenants, conditions
and provisions in the
Declaration.

GRANT S BOHANAN,
CARRIE J BOHANAN,
312 HOMESTEAD DR,
BOLINGBROOK, IL,
60440, according to
the Deed dated April
22, 2012 and recorded
under File No. R2012
09812, in the Office of
the Recorder of Deeds
for LaSalle County,
llinois, on 5082012,
are the owners of the
timeshare estate to
be foreclosed, more
particularly  described
as Unit No. 0007, Use
Period Number(s) 33,
Phase 1

GRANT S BOHANAN,
CARRIE BOHANAN,
312 HOMESTEAD DR,
BOLINGBROOK, IL,
60440, according to
the Deed dated April
22, 2012 and recorded
under File No. R2012
09812, in the Office of
the Recorder of Deeds
for LaSalle County,
llinois, on 5082012,
are the owners of the
timeshare estate to
be foreclosed, more
particularly ~ described
as Unit No. 0394, Use
Period Number(s) 05,
Phase 6

CYNTHIA CASTELAN,
585 CHESTER CT E,
AURORA, IL, 60504,
according to the Deed
dated September 07,

the Recorder of Deeds
for LaSalle County,
Illinois, on 10022014,
are the owners of the
timeshare estate to
be foreclosed, more
particularly  described
as Unit No. 0106, Use
Period Number(s) 17,
Phase 2

WILLIAM DAVIS I,
RUBYE B DAVIS, 2904
W 86TH ST, CHICAGO,
IL, 60652, according to
the Deed dated August
20, 2010 and recorded
under File No. R2010
18531, in the Office of
the Recorder of Deeds
for LaSalle County,
lllinois, on 9082010,
are the owners of the
timeshare estate to
be foreclosed, more
particularly  described
as Unit No. 0061, Use
Period Number(s) 03,
Phase 1

OLINDA FORBES,
ROYAN FORBES,
1384 HINCKLEY ST,
MONTGOMERY, IL,
60538, according to the
Deed dated November
02, 2014 and recorded
under File No. 2014
22497, in the Office of
the Recorder of Deeds
for LaSalle County,
Illinois, on 11182014,
are the owners of the
timeshare estate to
be foreclosed, more
particularly  described
as Unit No. 0066, Use
Period Number(s) 15,
Phase 1

JOAN MARINO,
THERESE MARINO,
JULIE L KEIGHER,
JOSEPH  WILLIAMS,
7310 E CARPER RD,
COAL CITY, IL, 60416,
according to the Deed
dated September 20,
2013 and recorded
under File No. 2013
27464, in the Office of
the Recorder of Deeds
for LaSalle County,
Illinois, on 12122013,
are the owners of the
timeshare estate to
be foreclosed, more
particularly  described
as Unit No. 0418, Use
Period Number(s) 27,
Phase 7

JOAN MARINO,
THERESE MARINO,
JULIE L KEIGHER,
JOSEPH  WILLIAMS,
263021 RIVERBEND
RD, CHANNAHON, IL
60410, according to the
Deed dated September
20, 2013 and recorded
under File No. 2013
27464, in the Office of
the Recorder of Deeds
for LaSalle County,
Illinois, on 12122013,
are the owners of the
timeshare estate to
be foreclosed, more
particularly  described
as Unit No. 0418, Use
Period Number(s) 27,
Phase 7

JOAN MARINO,
THERESE MARINO,
JULIE L KEIGHER,
JOSEPH  WILLIAMS,
1704 NEW LENOX
RD, JOLIET, IL, 60433,
according to the Deed
dated September 20,
2013 and recorded
under File No. 2013
27464, in the Office of
the Recorder of Deeds
for LaSalle County,
Illinois, on 12122013,
are the owners of the
timeshare estate to
be foreclosed, more
particularly  described
as Unit No. 0418, Use
Period Number(s) 27,
Phase 7

ROBERT A

HANOVER PARK, IL,
60133, according to
the Deed dated May
19, 2007 and recorded
under File No. R2007
14058, in the Office of
the Recorder of Deeds
for LaSalle County,
lllinois, on 6142007,
are the owners of the
timeshare estate to
be foreclosed, more
particularly  described
as Unit No. 0073, Use
Period Number(s) 22,
Phase 1

ANTWANE SIMS,
ROBIN SIMS, 1319
W GARFIELD BLVD
APT 1, CHICAGO, IL,
60636, according to
the Deed dated May
30, 2008 and recorded
under File No. R2008
13798, in the Office of
the Recorder of Deeds
for LaSalle County,
lllinois, on 6182008,
are the owners of the
timeshare estate to
be foreclosed, more
particularly  described
as Unit No. 00080, Use
Period Number(s) 12,
Phase 1

TERMS OF SALE: At
the time and location
noted above, the
timeshare estates listed
above will be sold at
public auction to the
highest bidder for cash.
The timeshare estates
will be sold in individual
lots unless there are no
individual bidders, in
which case, they may
be sold as a group. In
the event the managing
entity lienholder or its
authorized agent is the
purchaser of one or
more of the timeshare
estates, the managing
entity lienholder or
its authorized agent
may offset against the
purchase price of the
timeshare estate(s)
an amount equal to
all or a portion of the
amount due under the
managing entity lien(s)
(and thus, credit bid).
Other terms may be
announced at the public
auction.

Fox River Resort Club,
An lllinois Not-for-profit
Corporation

By: Barbara L. Lewis
Its: Attorney-In-Fact

No. 0501

(May 6, 13, 20, 2020)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice to the
Residents of the Men-
dota-Troy Grove Rural
Fire Protection District:
You are hereby notified
that a tentative Budget
and Appropriation Or-
dinance for the Men-
dota-Troy Grove Rural
Fire Protection District
of LaSalle and Bureau
County, lllinois for the
fiscal year beginning
May 1, 2020 and ending
April 30, 2021 has been
prepared and the public
notice will be posted in
five places within the
Fire District and also
printed in the Mendo-
ta Reporter. You are
further notified that a
public hearing shall be
held as to such Budget
and Appropriation Or-
dinance at the Mendo-
ta Fire Station, 610 S.
Main Street Mendota,
lllinois on July 8, 2020
at 7:00 pm.

Secretary of the Board
of Trustees of the Men-
dota-Troy Grove Rural
Fire Protection District
No. 0509

2014 and recorded SCHABLASKE, (May20,2020)

under File No. 2014 CYNTHIA A SAWYER,

18968, in the Office of 1619 MONROE LN,

105 113 119

BUSINESS FINANCIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPPORTUNITIES

“Thi ‘ot i

This publication Companies  that  do does not knowingly

does not knowingl

o fraudulgni business by phone accept fraudulent
P . can’'t ask you to pay for Of deceptive

or deceptive . . .

d . Read credit before you get it. advertising. Readers
Zr(:emsmg.cauet?oneerz For more information, gre cautioned
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-

to thoroughly
to thoroughly  HELP, A public service . iigate all ad
investigate all ads, message from your Inves !ga e all ads,
especially those hometown newspaper °SPecially those

asking for money in
advance.”

and the Federal Trade
Commission.

asking for money in
advance.”

127
SERVICES AND
REPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Qutdoor Bounce House
Rentals Available Year
Round. Please Call
815-784-4256 For
Availability or Visit us
on Facebook.

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL,
unless licensed or
holding a permit as a
childcare facility, may
cause to be published
any advertisement
soliciting a  child
care service. A
childcare facility
that is licensed or
operating under a
permit issued by the
lllinois Department of
Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for whichiitis
specifically licensed
or issued a permit.
Your Hometown
Newspaper strongly
urges any parent or
guardian to verify the
validity of the license
of any facility before
placing a child in it’s
care.

203

HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER
CARRIERS  Wanted.
(Rochelle) Several
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More
Information.

301
ANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY:
Vintage Metal and Wood
Signs, Milk Bottles &
Local Advertising, Oak
Icebox, Iron Door Stop
and Antique Lighting...
Call Dick Harms at
815-562-2928 or email
dickharms @hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED:
| pay cash for antiques;
furniture,  glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it’s antique,
I’'minterested in looking!
Call 815-562-2928 or
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

315 515 ADVERTISE INFORMATION
WANTED TO BUY GARAGES FOR RENT
Office Hours:
8a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-Friday)
WANTED TO BUY GARAG E WITH US Phone:
FREON WANTED: 815-539-9396
We pay CAS$H for RENTAL Fax:
lind d i _539-
R12 R500 R11 R113 SPACE IN 5155397662
R114. Convenient. Email:
Certified Professionals. M E N DOTA acaylor@mendotareporter.com
Call 312-598-1758 , s Address:
or visit 10'x 30 703 lllinois Ave., Mendota
RefrigerantFinders.com $125/M0nth Mail:
P.0. Box 300
MAUCH Mendota IL 61342-0300
405 CARPENTRY g DEADLINES:
HOUSES FOR SALE 81 5'539'7867 § © Mondays at 10 a.m. to start in
Wednesday Mendota Reporter
ALL REAL ESTATE o Thursdays at 5 p.m. to start in
advertised herein is 203 Monday Money Saver
subject to the Federal HELP WANTED

Fair  Housing  Act,
which makes it illegal
to advertise any
preference, limitation
or discrimination based
on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or national
origin, or intention
to make any such
preferences, limitation
or discrimination. We
will  not  knowingly
accept any advertising
for real estate which
is in violation of the
law. All persons are
hereby informed that
all dwellings advertised
are available on an
equal opportunity basis.

501
APARTMENTS FOR
RENT

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT:
MENDOTA

1 & 2 Bedrooms,

Appliances, A/C.
779-201-0532

815-498-2262.

MENDOTA
Well-maintained,
1, 2 & 3 bedroom
apartments, various
price ranges. All with
appliances included.
Some with utilities
included. No pets.
Security deposit and
lease required.

815-539-3747.

ROCHELLE
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT
All size rental
properties
Residential &
Commercial
Rochelle, Ottawa and
surrounding area.
Call 815-562-7368 ’g

www.rochelleproperty.com

READY TO RENT

IN MENDOTA
Week of June 1st
2-3 Bedroom, 1-Bath,
Downstairs Apartment.

All classified marketplace line ads

OTR DRIVERS
NEEDED

Peterbilt Equipment
2-Year CDL Experience Required
Tanker Experience Preferred

and Insurance Benefits

Call 815-376-2792, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Weekdays 10312016
_———

will appear in the following 7 print
publications and on 5 high-traffic
newspaper websites:

® Rochelle News-Leader ® Ogle
Rochelle Shopping
News o Ashton Gazette ® Amboy

County Life

News e Mendota Reporter o

Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts at
$32.99 for private party ads
and $44.60 for commercial

But Will Train business ads and $15.99 for
No Hazmat garage sale ads.
Home Most Weekends DISCLAIMER:
Competltlve Pay If your advertisement

appears incorrectly, notify us
immediately. We will not be
responsible for more than one
incorrect insertion, and will only
credit customer for one insertion.

601

VEHICLES FOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper $650/Month.

-$3 per Bundle. End

Roll- Cost Depends on No Eztzmﬁgtl)jglutely

Weight of Roll. Available Mt 9.

Monday-Friday = 8AM- ust Have

NOON ONLY. SEE References.

RECEPTIONIST AT Call S

FRONT  COUNTER 815-228-3426 =

Rochelle News-Leader. =

311 505

FARM EQUIPMENT  BUSINESS
PROPERTY FOR

FOR SALE - 500-pound RENT

fuel tank with Gasboy
pump. No longer
needed. 815-751-4034,
please leave message.
(05-20-20)

FOR SALE - Tandem
axle trailer. Two
7000-pound axles
with brakes. Excellent
condition. Always
housed. 815-627-8151,
please leave message.
(05-20-20)

315
WANTED TO BUY

WANTED JUNK Cars
and Farm Machinery.
Call 815-761-2803. (06-
03-20)

WANTED: Coin
operated machines,
slot machines,
pinball, arcade, trade
simulators, jukeboxes.

Working or not working.
815-397-6586.

ASHTON: Large Office/
Retail Space on Main
Street in  Ashton.
Contact Dave at 815-
973-0206.

515
GARAGES FOR RENT

GARAGE
STORAGE
RENTALS IN
MENDOTA
Size will vary.
5x10"up to
10'x25’

If interested call

H & H Builders
815-539-9623

05042020

2016 Chevy 1500 Dbl. Gab 4x4

LTZ, 1-Owner, Local Trade w/ Lots of Options Including Leather
Interior, Heated/Cooled Seats, Touch Radio Display, Much More, Silver

$26,500

o
CHEVROLET

CER
PRE

to-Bumper Warranty

TIFIE
-OWN

® 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard
CPO Maintenance Plan
e 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-

e 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain
D Limited Warranty
E D ©® 24/7 Roadside Assistance
e 172-Point Vehicle Inspection
and Reconditioning Process
® 3-Day/150-Mile Customer
Satisfaction Guarantee

2020 Buick Enclave Avenir,
AWD, Loaded, GM Exec,

2020 Buick Enclave AWD

Avenir, WHite

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab

LTZ, 4x4, Black

2017 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT
Crew Cab, 4x4, Sunroof

$46,900
2017 Chevy Crew LT 4x4

Leather, Gray $31,900
2017 Chevy Cruze LT

$45,900

$37,900

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab

4x4, LTZ, 18K Miles

Pearl White

2016 Chevy Dbl. Cab 1500
LTZ, Z71, 4x4, Silver.$26,500

$37,900

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab

LT, 4x,4, Maroon

2016 Chevy K1500 Crew
CablT, 4x4, Z71,

$33,500

2018 Chevy Crew 1500 LT

Leather, 4x4, Gray....
2018 Chevy Malibu L T

2018 Chevy Equinox FWD LT

$31,500

2016 Chevy Traverse LTZ
AWD Sunroof, DVD, Tow
Pkg Pearl White

2015 Chevy K2500 Crew Cab

$19.500 4x4, Z71, LTZ, Diesel

2018 Chevy Malibu LT

15K Miles, Maroon...

2017 Chevy Crew LTZ Real
Tree Edition, 4x4, Z71,

$19,500
2015 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab
LT, 4x4, Local 1 Owner

$34,900

QUALITY USED CARS,
TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2017 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 2016 Jeep Cherokee Limited

LTZ, 4x4, Pearl White ..$28,900 V6, AWD, Loaded

$20,500

2016 Chevy 1500 Dbl. Cab LT 2015 Chevy 2500 HD Crew

Z71, 4x4, Gray

VAESSEN
BROTHERS
CHEVROLET, INC,

“Great Deals - Great Service Since 1926

Ally Financing and
GMF Financing or Leasing

FIND

$24,900 LTZ, Diesel, 4x4, Blue$39,900

HIGHWAY 52
SUBLETTE, IL

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203
OR AFTER 6 PM
(815) 849-5251

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates
applied. Subject to credit approval.

ROADS
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REAL ESTATE SHRWCASE

Recently REDUCED to $159,000!!
Country property!! Make this attractive property your next move!

Look at all these updates- windows, roof, furnace, water heater,
and 6 paneled doors!! You will love having this deck overlooking
the large backyard for great summertime fun!! This is a home
that is waiting for that person to appreciate all it can offer, from
the large living room to the open kitchen with SGD’s to the deck
to grill your meals! Let’s take a look and see what you think!

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza - Rte. 251 N. - Mendota - (815) 539-3811

L

Attractive ranch with 3 BDR's, Can’t find what you an
updated windows and roof, nice to buy? BUILD!! Building
kitchen open to dining area, large lot in very nice country

living room and an oversi;ed subdivision!!! $19,900
garage on a corner lot!! Westside

DREAM HOME!! This home on
almost 3 acres is just waiting to
be loved again!! With 5 BDR’s
and 3.5 BA’s, 2 screened
patio’s, fenced yard, and
garage parking for 4 vehicles-
what’s not to like? And that’s

before you step inside and

Helping people find homes since 1983.
see it!!l Sweeping staircase,

PHONE (81 5) 539-3811 3 BDR, 1 5 BA 2car garage 3 BDR, 1 BA, 1 car garage, panele"d. den with fireplace,

large living room with fireplace

1316 Lakewood Plaza - Rte. 251 N. - Mendota Contingent near lake. Contingent and doors leading to the open
q Likeuson patio and fenced yard. You

Gloria Cogdal, Designated Managing Broker want to see this one and make

i 1
Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101 face bOOk it your forever home!!

CALL US TODAY Rebecca McPheeters,

FOR YOUR PRIVATE Designated Managing Broker.
SHOWING!

Town & Country
Realty

607 Sixth St. Evening Phone Numbers
Becky McPheeters, Designated

JAMI BAUER
815-993-7751

Mendota Managing Broker 708-220-3338
, : ; e LORI MUNSON (815) 539-6635 Rita Lilja 815-539-9255

Lori Munson 815-228-4852

MLS# 10702976
$89500.00 417 W.
Railroad St Earlville.
1 1/2 story home
on large lot. 2+ car
| detached garage. Mail
level bedroom and
bath. 2 bedrooms on - —
upper level. Fireplace — e e -
in living is decorative MLS # 10630706 1413 Lakewood Dr. Mendota
only. Fenced in back $130,000. Nice 3 bedroom ranch with one bath and half

yard and above ground bath in laundry room. Dining area and eat in kitchen.
pool. This property will . . o c
be sold AS IS. Needs Family room with built-ins. Sliding door to large deck.

some paint and flooring. 1 car attached garage. Great neighborhood. Mendota
Roof 2019 CALL Lake area. Call for all the amenities.

STAY SAFE!

CALL JOE, MARTY, MELODY, SHARON,
RYAN ON OUR CELL PHONES....

McGonville

REAI—TY & AUVUCTIONEERING

————— - .

Joe McConville
Designated Managing Broker w

612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL
815-539-5673

E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com
mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com
Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker 815-910-5673 S == D ”

Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233 MLS# 10565940 102 Hubbard Court,

Richard McConville, Broker 815-539-5673 LaMoille $39,000.00 Needs some TLC 2 FORALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDSH!
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600 bedroom 1 bath first floor laundry, newer 2 car CELL PHONE NUMBERS

Melody Nanzer, Broker 815-228-2842 garage. nice lot in LaMoille. Call for a showing

Ryan Coss, Broker 815-830-8636

N%l ﬁgx%use}..

LISTED TO THE LEFT.
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