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s Honoring the
fallen soldler

BY JENNIFER SIMMONS
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle VFW Post 3878
held its annual Me-
morial Day service at
Lawnridge Cemetery
Monday morning.

Although the cer-
emony was shorter this
year due to the current
COVID-19 pandemic,
the message delivered
remained the same as in
years past — honoring
fallen soldiers.

Cars lined the drive
at the cemetery to hear
the message, many
guests choosing to stay
in their vehicles, while
some stood outside their
vehicles while wearing
masks or practicing so-
cial distancing.

Rochelle Mayor John
Bearrows spoke to the
crowd about the true
meaning of Memorial
Day.

“Memorial Day is a
day unlike any other.
Since 1868 we have
come together in our
communities, cities and
towns, to place flowers
and flags on the graves
ofthose who have given
their last full measure of
devotion to our coun-
try,” he said. “We have
come here to remember
and honor those who
have done their duty,
and never asked for

(PHOTO BY JENNIFER SIMMONS)

Rochelle Mayor John
Bearrows speaks during
the annual Memorial
Day ceremony at Lawn-
ridge Cemetery Monday.

anything in return other
than to be respected and
remembered for doing
their duty of protecting
our freedom and our
way of life. In doing so,
millions of these sol-
diers paid the ultimate
sacrifice, their life, for
our freedom.”

Commander of the
Rochelle American Le-
gion Post 1304, Chuck
Roberts, also spoke
during the service. The
names of 25 fellow com-
patriots from VFW Post
3878 who have passed
away during the past
year were also read.

The shortened cer-
emony was concluded
with a 21-gun salute by
the Honor Guard.
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Outdoor dining options

City, business owners working on reopening plans

BY JENNIFER SIMMONS
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — As
part of the Illinois Phase
3 reopening plan, City
of Rochelle officials ap-
proved suspension of
specific municipal codes
to support reopening of
local restaurants and bars.

The city has come up
with a plan for businesses
to use outdoor public
spaces and the extension
ofliquor licenses under the
limited capacity and so-
cial distancing guidelines
of Governor Pritzker’s
Restore Illinois Plan.

An outline of plans
has been made by city
officials who intend to
meet with local business
owners to discuss what

“We are going to meet with
local restaurant and bar
owners to find out what will
work best for them. These are

just guidelines.”

will work for them, spe-
cifically.

“We are going to meet
with local restaurant and
bar owners to find out
what will work best for
them,” city manager Jeff
Fiegenschuh said. “These
are just guidelines.”

Opportunities

Beginning immedi-
ately, the following op-
portunities and regulations

Jeff Fiegenschuh

will allow for local bars
and restaurants to reopen:

Use ofright-of-way and
city streets for public pe-
destrian use from 7 a.m. to
10 p.m., with a maximum
use of 60 minutes.

Use of parking lots
for outdoor seating from
7 a.m. to 10 p.m., with
a maximum of use 60
minutes.

See PLAN page 4

Tornado touchdown confirmed

BY JENNIFER SIMMONS
MANAGING EDITOR

OGLE COUNTY — The National
Weather Service has determined an
EF-1 tornado with 90 to 100 m.p.h.
winds and an approximate width of
100 yards caused damage on Saturday
afternoon near the intersection of Can-
field Road and Rocky Hollow Road.

Trained weather spotters observed
several funnel clouds and the tornado
resulted in siren activation without

weather warnings.

A severe storm warning was issued
on Saturday at 1:33 p.m. for south-
western Ogle County by the National

Weather Service.
A tornado watch was also issued
Saturday beginning at 12:33 p.m. and

in the area.

lasting until 8 p.m. for Ogle County as
conditions were favorable for tornadoes

Three rounds of sirens were issued
in Ogle County Saturday afternoon.

The outdoor warning siren system
was updated in April. The outdoor
warning sirens will be sounded in the
event of a tornado warning (funnel
cloud spotted or radar indicated) and/

orinthe event ofa severe thunderstorm

warning with 70 m.p.h. or more winds,
whole trees downed by winds or golf
ball sized hail.

Lawmakers pass budget package

to close out special session

Republicans say budget balanced ‘only on a wing and a prayer’

BY PETER HANCOCK
CAPITOL NEWS NETWORK

SPRINGFIELD -
The Senate on early
Sunday morning passed
a budget package autho-
rizing $42.8 billion in
general revenue spend-
ing next year, although
much of that remains
tentative depending on
the progression of the
COVID-19 pandemic
and potential congres-
sional action that could
send more financial aid
to states. The House ap-
proved the budgetbill late
Saturday night.

The budget deal was
worked out largely out of
public view over the past
two and a half months
as lawmakers worked
remotely in various infor-
mal “working groups,”

and it continued to un-
dergo changes in recent
days in advance of the
House debate.

One key to making
the budget work is a
plan to borrow up to $5
billion from the Federal
Reserve’s Municipal Li-
quidity Facility program.
That program allows
the central bank to pur-
chase certain short-term
debt from states to help
them make up for the
loss of revenue they’ve
seen since the pandemic
forced themto close large
parts of their economy.

It also authorizes an-
other $1.5 billion in
borrowing between the
general revenue fund and
various other state funds
in order to maintain cash
flow throughout the year.

House Majority Lead-
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Rep. Greg Harris, D-Chicago, gets an elbow bump
from Rep. Justin Slaughter, D-Chicago, after the
passing of SB 264, the state budget for the new fiscal
year starting in July, with a vote of 68-44 during an
extended session of the lllinois House of Represen-
tatives on Saturday night at the Bank of Springfield
Center in Springfield. (Pool photo by Justin L. Fowler/

The State Journal-Register)

er Gregory Harris, D-
Chicago, said that by
borrowing from the Fed,
Illinois will be able to

Brent Ohlinger
Community President

keep state spending for the
fiscal year thatbegins July
1 largely at the same level
as this year’s spending.

FIRST STATE BANK

“If we’re going to
balance the budget, I
would rather not do it on
the backs of people who
would lose their jobs if
we were to cut money to
our schools, cut money
to our first responders,”
he said. “I don’t want
thousands more people
out of work.”

Lawmakers expect
to pay back the Federal
Reserve loan with fed-
eral funds they expect
Congress to approve in
the next stimulus package
for states. But Congress
has not yet authorized
such a package and there
is sharp disagreement
between congressional
Republicans and Demo-
crats over what that plan
should look like.

See FUNDING page 5
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Memorial Day

| The annual Memorial Day ceremony
~ | was held at Lawnridge Cementary

| shortened this year to accommodate

Monday morning. The ceremony was

social distancing. Many still attended
the ceremony.

(PHOTOS BY JENNIFER SIMMONS)
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Discover how you
can be free from fear

EAR is an enemy
Fthat torments the
soul and seeks to
steal our life. Conquering
it is not something that we
do in one day, or even in
1,000 days.
It is some-
thing that we
achieve one
day at a time
with God’s
help. '
Fearcan Joyce Meyer
show up

unexpectedly. One of our
goals should be to recog-
nize it so we can deal with
it right away.

I remember a time
when I was waking up at
about 2 or 3 in the morning
and then having difficulty
going back to sleep. After
two nights of that, I found
myself going to bed with
a vague sort of fear that it
would happen again, and
sure enough it did. After
about three nights of the
same thing, God reminded
me that I could pray and
resist Satan, the source of
all fear. According to God’s
Word, the sleep of the righ-
teous should be sweet (see
Proverbs 3:24). I prayed
immediately and went back
to sleep and have not had
any problems since then.

Being free from fear
doesn’t mean that we will
never experience it or be
confronted by it. It means
that we are committed to
not allowing it to rule our
lives, and when necessary
we will do what we need to
do, even if we have to do it
afraid.

Each time you feel fear
and decide to “do it afraid,”
you will enjoy your new
freedom so much that you
will soon be totally unwill-
ing to do without it. You
will become determined to
end your days of slavery to
fear. That does not mean
that you won't still need to
confront your fears, but it
does mean that you will be
more and more willing to
keep confronting them.

Galatians 5:1 (AMP)
says, “It was for this
freedom that Christ set us
free [completely liberating
us]; therefore keep standing
firm and do not be subject
again to a yoke of slavery
[which you once re-
moved].” This scripture is
very clear that even though
we have been completely
liberated from a yoke of
bondage, we will need to
“keep standing firm” and
not allow ourselves to be
entrapped by it again.

Satan is very shrewd
and he never completely
gives up the hope of draw-
ing us back into bondage.
So we must live watchful-
ly, ready to recognize and

YICTOR, 5. BASH

Silent Auction,
Staff Interaction,
Wine Pull,

& More!

Wednesday, June 10

Through

Friday, June 19

immediately confront the
things that steal our liberty
in Christ.

The Bible says that the
righteous man falls seven
times and gets up again
(see Proverbs 24:16). 1
love that scripture and am
greatly encouraged by it.
Even the most righteous
person fails to do every-
thing he knows to do all
the time, but he is commit-
ted to not giving up.

If you have a weak
moment, that doesn’t
mean you have lost your
victory. But if we give up,
we won’t be in a position
to get help from God, be-
cause we receive His help
through faith, not through
hopelessness. We need to
stay positive, hopeful and
filled with faith, and when
we do, we can overcome
anything with God’s help.
I often say that anyone can
succeed if they refuse to
give up!

Some fears are more
deeply rooted in us than
other ones, and for that rea-
son, they may be ones we
have to resist more aggres-
sively. Mine is the fear of
making people angry. My
father was always angry,
and I never really knew if
I had done something to
make him that way or not. I
would like to be able to say
that after all of these years
of teaching others, I no lon-
ger have to deal with this
fear, but that’s not the case.
However, now I recognize
it and deal with it, so I still
have the victory.

Recognizing the lies,
deceit and strategies of the
devil is so important. We
should always be ready to
resist him at the onset of his
attacks, because the longer
we let a fear remain, the
more difficult it is to get rid
of it. So make a decision to
be a person of action. You
have what it takes to win!

The Word of God says
that we are more than
conquerors through Christ
who loves us (Romans
8:37). God has given us all
that we could ever need to
overcome our fears through
Christ. He has blessed us
with every blessing in the
spiritual realm (Ephesians
1:3). He has given us pow-
er and authority over all the
power the devil possesses
(Luke 10:19). We have
what it takes, but we must
be active in our faith and
never give up.

Possessing the full
freedom that is yours in
Christ is a progressive
journey. It is something we
gain and then maintain. [
encourage you to focus on
your progress instead of
merely looking at how far
you have to go.
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Kids celebrated with parade

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE - The
Rochelle Chamber of
Commerce’s Cele-
brate Our Little Hero’s
Drive-Thru Parade was a
big hit with kids and fam-
ilies in the community.

The parade took place
on Friday, May 22 from
6 to 7:30 p.m. in the Ro-
chelle Commons parking
lot. Vehicles entered the
parking lot, received a
bag and a number iden-
tifying the number of
children in the vehicle
and drove through the
parking lot receiving
gifts from multiple vol-
unteer sharers.

Many families deco-
rated their vehicles and
waved out the windows
as they drove by. One
family even decorated its
dog in a special costume
for the event. In addition
to families, the Rochelle
Police Department and
Rochelle Fire Depart-
ment attended as well.
The entire parade was a
success and the chamber
of commerce was very
happy with the number
of families that showed
support.

“The parade went very
well and we had roughly
150 kids that came out,”
said Tricia Herrera, Ro-
chelle Chamber of Com-
merce president. “We had
beautiful weather and
lots of kids went home
with bags of goodies,
it was just a really fun
time.”

There were around 15

“It was a great
time, we had
a lot of fun,
spread a lot
of smiles with
the young
kids and

that was our

whole goal’”
Tricia Herrera

Some families driving through the Celebrate Our Little Heroes parade Friday decorated their vehicles with balloons.

different volunteer shar-
ers at the event handing
out goodies and while the
kids enjoyed the gifts,
many of the families
said it was great just to
see people again. The
Rochelle Chamber of
Commerce would like
to thank everybody who
came out to support the
kids in the community
who have been affected
by the pandemic.

“We want to thank
all of the sharers, the
businesses, the Rochelle
Police Department and
the Rochelle Fire Depart-
ment for coming out,”
Herrera said. “It was a
greattime, we had alotof
fun, spread a lot of smiles
with the young kids and
that was our whole goal.”

Officers issue citations
for disobeying traffic
control device

On May 16 at 2:49
p.m., Rochelle police
cited Frank Draffkorn,
63, of Elgin, for disobey-
ing a traffic con-
trol device. He
posted a promise

to comply.
On May 16
at 5:07 p.m.,

Rochelle police cited
Andrea Stricker, 45, of
Beloit, Wisconsin, for
disobeying a traffic con-
trol device. She posted a
promise to comply.

On May 17 at 2:54
p.m., Rochelle police
cited Brittany Duncan,
31,o0f DeKalb, for speed-
ing 59 m.p.h. in a 40
m.p.h. zone. She posted
a promise to comply.

On May 17 at 10:13
a.m., Rochelle police
cited Otto Dick, 83, of
Oregon, for disobeying
a traffic control device.
He posted a promise to
comply.

On May 19 at 8:09
a.m., Rochelle police
arrested Angela Jones,
46, of Rochelle, for
violation of stalking/no
contact order. She posted
an [-bond.

On May 20 at 9:08
a.m., Rochelle police
cited Charity Van Ra-
den, 26, of Franklin
Grove, for operating a
vehicle with no proof of
insurance. She posted a

Recycle (éD

promise to comply.

On May 20 at 7:02
p-m., Rochelle police
cited Madelyn Bunger,
19, of Kirkland, for
speeding 55 m.p.h.
in a 35 m.p.h. zone.
She posted a promise
to comply.

OnMay21at1:59
p-m., Rochelle police
arrested Nicole Lapage,
28, of Mount Morris, for
driving while license re-
voked, failure to signal,
disobeying a stop sign,
four counts of posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance and obstructing
identification. She was
transported to jail.

¥ B

i

Above, Rochelle Fire Lt. Jason Underwood speaks with one of the families who drov

parade Friday.

Man flown to hospital following
motorcycle accident

On May 25 at approximately 5:51 p.m., deputies
responded to the intersection of Montague Road and
Pecatonica Road for a single vehicle motorcycle ac-
cident. An investigation revealed a motorcycle driven
by Terry Brannon, 53, of Leaf River, was traveling
eastbound on Montague Road when it failed to nego-
tiate the ramp onto Pecatonica Road. The motorcycle
entered the median where it overturned multiple times.
Brannon received serious injuries and was flown from
the scene by REACT Helicopter. Pursuant to an inves-
tigation Brannon was charged with driving under the
influence ofalcohol. Deputies were assisted at the scene
by Byron and Leaf River EMS. The accident remains
under investigation.

On May 23 at 7:54 p.m., Ogle County Sheriff’s dep-
uties observed a tan van disobey the stop sign at [1linois
251 and Illinois 72. A traffic stop resulted in the arrest
of Rueben Dario Reyes-Allanco, 34, of Carpentersville.
He was charged with DUI, no valid driver’s license,
no vehicle insurance, and illegal transportation of open
alcohol. He was taken to the Ogle County Jail and held
in lieu of bond.

On May 24 at approximately 2:40 p.m., deputies
conducted a traffic stop on Interstate 39 at mile marker
103 1/2 northbound. After conducting an investigation

‘h""e‘?ﬂay"
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Joshua Carey, 32, of Rochelle, was placed under arrest
for driving while license suspended. Carey was also
issued a citation for no valid insurance. Carey was
issued an I-bond with a return court date.

On May 24 at approximately 8 p.m., Ogle County
Sheriff’s deputies received a call of a hit and run at
the intersection of Pershing and Rural Streets in the
Village of Stillman Valley. A short time later, Chris-
topher Rozakis, 35, of Stillman Valley, was located
and charged with DUI drugs, leaving the scene of an
accident and use of unsafe tires. He was released on
an [-Bond at the Rochelle Community Hospital with a
later court date in Oregon.

On May 25 at 4:54 p.m., deputies initiated a traffic
stop on Interstate 88 at mile marker 79 eastbound. A fter
a brief investigation, deputies arrested Shantori Bell,
36, of Clinton, lowa, for driving while license revoked.
Bell was transported to the Ogle County Jail where she
was held in lieu of bond.

On May 25 at 4:21 p.m., Ogle County Sheriff’s
deputies initiated a traffic stop at Holcomb Road and
Lindenwood Road. After a briefinvestigation, deputies
arrested Christian Elliott, 25, of Malta, for driving while
license suspended. Elliott was released on an I-Bond
and will appear in court on Aug. 19 at 9 a.m.
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Obituaries

Sonia Villanuea
Aviles

ROCHELLE — Sonia M. Villanueva Aviles, 54,
died on Sunday, May 24, 2020 at OSF in Peoria.

Arrangements are pending at Unger Horner Funeral
Home, 400 N. Sixth Street, Rochelle. Visit www.
UngerHorner.com.

Juanita Brink

DEKALB — Juanita J. Brink, 92, died on Tues-
day, May 26, 2020 at Oak Crest Nursing Home in
DeKalb.

Arrangements are pending at Unger Horner Fu-
neral Home, 400 N. Sixth Street, Rochelle. Visit
www.UngerHorner.com.

Report policy

Rochelle Police, the
Ogle County Sheriff’s
Department and the
[llinois State Police,
will be printed without
exception.

Requests to omit
particular reports will
not be considered or
honored at any time.

Any arrests listed

in this paper are
merely charges and
the defendants are
presumed innocent
unless proven guilty in
a court of law.

Please note that

all police reports
received from the
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Pavia named new resource
officer for high school

BY JENNIFER SIMMONS
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Police Officer
Pete Pavia will be the
new Rochelle Township
High School Resource
Officer following ap-
proval by city council
Tuesday night.

Anintergovernmental
agreement was approved
between the City of
Rochelle and the Board
of Education of RTHS
district 212.

The proposed agree-
ment mirrors the one that

The proposed agree-
ment is for

is in place for
the Rochelle
Elementary
District. Six-
ty-six percent
ofthe officer’s
total annual
compensation
including sal-
ary, overtime,
benefits and

three years
with addition-
al one-year
terms if both
the city and
the school
board agree.
The city will
i beresponsible
for the salary
and benefits

pension ben- Officer Pavia during the
efits will be summer.
paid by the board of “Having officers from

education.

the same agency in

both the Rochelle Mid-
dle School and RTHS
should make a more
fluid transition for the
students,” Rochelle Po-
lice Chief Eric Higby
said. “They will have
an opportunity to inter-
act with these officers
as educators and role
models.”

Officer Pavia has 23
years of law enforce-
ment experience, has
been to school resource
officer training and is
anA.L.I.C.E. instructor.

PLAN: City working with businesses on reopening plan

From page 1

Within the areas des-
ignated only, the city has
provisionally waived
prohibitions on the pub-
lic consumption or pos-
session of alcohol. This
prohibition waiver is
for the consumption of
packaged alcoholic bev-
erages purchased from
adjacent licensed bars/
restaurants only. After
hours public consump-
tion will be enforced
along with public con-
sumption outside of the
designated areas.

Local and state laws
and all guidelines from
the Center for Disease
Control and the Illinois
Department of Public
Health surrounding pub-
lic gatherings and alcohol
consumption will remain
in full effect and enforce-
ment by the Rochelle
Police Department. This
applies to public intox-
ication, disturbances,
fights, noise complaints
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Downtown Rochelle

|| Street Closures & Parking Areas
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Possible road closures for outdoor dining in downtown area.

and other statutory laws.

“We are still waiting
for final guidelines —
we are currently under
the assumption that we
are following the De-
partment of Commerce
and Economic Oppor-
tunity guidelines,” Fie-
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“We want this to be fluid, we
have a meeting with business
owners on Wednesday to find
out what their needs are.”

genschuh said during
Tuesday night’s council
meeting. “We want this
to be fluid, we have a

Jeff Fiegenschuh

meeting with business
owners on Wednesday
to find out what their
needs are.”

Partnership formed to

service small businesses

MALTA —Kishwaukee College and the Illinois Small
Business Development Center at Waubonsee Community
College created a formal partnership to service small busi-
nesses within the Kishwaukee College district. Services
to support small business development in and around the
City of Rochelle are currently available and more are
planned for the future. Various local organizations have
invested in the partnership.

“Kishwaukee College is committed to supporting local
businesses,” said college president Dr. Laurie Borowicz.
“Thank you to the Illinois SBDC at Waubonsee for part-
nering with us to make it possible for businesses in our
district to continue to develop and grow.”

The City of Rochelle approached Kishwaukee College
to explore ways to support businesses, start-ups and entre-
preneurs in and around the surrounding area. Kishwaukee,
in collaboration with the SBDC at Waubonsee, formed a
new partnership to help fulfill the City of Rochelle’s needs.

“The SBDC is excited to be working closely with
Kishwaukee College to serve entrepreneurs and small
businesses,” comments Harriet Parker, manager of the
SBDC at Waubonsee. “The SBDC offers a mix of one-
on-one assistance and workshops to help business owners
start, run and grow a successful business.”

Initially, the partnership was designed to help people
learn how to write business plans, understand financing
options and learn other business development strategies.
More recently, the partnership has been facilitating we-
binars to help the Rochelle business community navigate
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“The partnership has done a tremendous job of getting
valuable information to our business owners and helping
them navigate the pandemic and apply for resources
availableto them,” says Jeff Fiegenschuh, city manager of
Rochelle. Because of the recent webinars, some Rochelle
businesses have seen success with the Small Business
Administration’s Paycheck Protection Program. “We want
to make sure our businesses are ready to open when the
state reopens,” adds Fiegenschuh.

Local organizations have already invested funds in
support of the new Kish and SBDC partnership. Central
Bank Illinois in Rochelle, City of Rochelle and the Greater
Rochelle Economic Development Corporation have all
contributed. The Rochelle Chamber of Commerce has
also been supportive. In total, the partnership has raised
over $11,000.

Rochelle businesses who are interested in supporting
the partnership, please contact Peggy Friday, commercial
& retail development Coordinator at City of Rochelle, at
pfriday@rochelleil.us.
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STATE NEWS

Business owners, public employees
argue state owes lost revenue, wages

Property seizure violates U.S., Illinois constitutions

BY REBECCA ANZEL
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD —
[llinois Gov. JB Pritzker’s
executive orders shutter-
ing non-essential business-
es and workplaces indefi-
nitely is unconstitutional,
three business owners and
two county officials claim
in a lawsuit filed in federal
court, because the state has
not provided monetary
compensation.

Both the U.S. and II-
linois constitutions pro-
vide that private property
cannot be confiscated for
public use “without just
compensation.” Illinois’
governing document adds
that property also cannot
be damaged.

“The governor and the
state have seized without
compensation the property
and businesses and the
livelihoods of individuals
across the state, forcing
indefinite closures and
layoffs of thousands of
people,” according to the
lawsuit.

They are asking ajudge
to order the state to pay
all “similarly situated
persons, companies and
entities ... just compen-
sation.”

Pritzker issued orders
closing businesses on
March 20, April 1 and
April 30. In the filing, the
residents do not challenge
the governor’s authority to
take those actions, as has
been the case in lawsuits
filed by two Republican
lawmakers and others.

Two parties in the law-
suit are George Pearson,
the Will County Republi-
can Committee chairman,
and Steve Balich, a mem-
ber of the Will County
Board. Both claim the
state’s restrictions “de-
prived” them of income.

Pearson claims he can-
not perform his duties to

ATy e gy
O MRS ST

Gov. JB Pritzker addresses the media Friday during a
news conference in his Capitol office in Springfield.
(Pool photo by Justin L. Fowler/State Journal-Regis-

ter of Springfield)

nominate candidates for
the Nov. 3 general election
ballot. Balich claims he
cannot “effectively repre-
sent his constituents” or
run for reelection.

And two business own-
ers — Samantha Palya,
proprietor of Absolutely
Pawfect Pet Styling in
Cook County, and Aman-
da Hamerman, owner of
Color Envy in DuPage
County — claim the clo-
sure of their shops caused
lost revenue. Michael
Judge, owner of Judge Au-
tomotive in Cook County,
alleges the stay-at-home
restriction caused fewer
people to travel and thus
need their cars repaired.

According to the filing,
the state threatened them
with fines and undefined
criminal punishments if
they did not comply with
Pritzker’s order.

“In the wake of a
fast-moving disease out-
break, (those suing) stand
on the precipice of eco-
nomic collapse as a di-
rect result of the actions
taken,” the lawsuit ar-

gues. “Despite issuing the

COVID-19 closure orders
forareadily-apparent pub-
lic purpose, the governor
did notprovide compensa-
tion forthose who suffered
substantial —and perhaps
total — diminution of
value in their property as
a result.”

Balich said in an email
he hopes this lawsuit “will
help open Illinois.”

The lawsuit was filed
May 13 by attorneys with
Mokena-based Brugge-
man, Hurst & Associates.
The state has not yet re-
sponded to the residents’
arguments and no hearings
have been scheduled.

Rebecca Pallmeyer,
chiefjudge of the Northern
District Federal Court, is
assigned to the case. She
was the judge in a suit by
the Libertarian and Green
Parties of Illinois to loosen
requirements for third-par-
ty candidates to be includ-
ed on November ballots
this election cycle and in
one filed by a group claim-
ing COVID-19restrictions
made itimpossible to geta
constitutional amendment
on the ballot.

BO:

FUNDING: Budget package
consists of two bills

From page 1

Both chambers of the Illinois Legis-
lature passed a separate bill authorizing
that borrowing Friday night.

“Whatwe’ve heard today is a budget
that is balanced only on a wing and a
prayer,” said Republican Rep. Tom
Demmer, of Dixon, the House GOP’s
chief budget negotiator.

During the Senate debate that be-
gan after midnight, Sen. Dale Righter,
R-Mattoon, said the Legislature is
“gambling” with its budget plan.

The spending plan for the upcoming
fiscal year is spelled out in Senate Bill
264. According to an analysis of the
package that was circulating among
lawmakers Saturday, it essentially calls
for flat funding for most state programs,
including K-12 schools, which will see
no increase in their evidence-based
funding over their current levels, al-
though they will not see any decrease
either.

Funding for state universities is also
held flat at current-year levels, as is
funding for the Monetary Aid Program,
or MAP grants, and AIM HIGH grants.

A few state agencies are slated for
increases in the new budget, includ-
ing the Illinois Department of Public
Health, the agency coordinating much
ofthe state’s response to the COVID-19
pandemic. Its total budget, including
federal funds, is slated to grow 144
percent, to more than $1.6 billion.

Included in that figure is $416 million
in federal funds for testing and services
provided by local health departments.

The Department on Aging, which
would see an additional $58 million in
order to raise wages for adult care pro-
viders, transportation and homemaker
service providers to $14 per hour.

The Department of Children and
Family Services is also slated for a
20-percent increase in general reve-
nue funding, or about $170 million, to
provide rate increases for foster care
providers, to hire 123 investigative
staff and to address caseload growth.

During debate in both chambers,
Republicans urged delaying any action
on a budget until the state has a better
estimate of how much revenue it will
receive in the coming year, as well as
how much federal aid will be available,
but Democrats did not entertain that
suggestion

The 68-44 vote in the House to pass
the budget bill appeared to fall largely
along party lines, with Republicans ar-

YJ‘R)

guing itrelied too heavily on borrowing
and not enough on fiscal restraint.
It passed the Senate, 37-19.

CARES Act funding

The budget package actually consists
oftwo bills—an appropriations bill, Sen-
ate Bill 264, which authorizes spending
by various state agencies; and a “budget
implementation” bill, or “BIMP,” in
legislative lingo, House Bill 64, that
enables various agencies to carry out
the budget.

The implementation bill sets up a
number of new funds within state gov-
ernment that can receive and distribute
money from the federal Coronavirus
Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act,
or CARES Act, a $2.2 trillion federal
relief program that Congress approved
earlier this year.

The state expects to receive about $3.3
billion through that program. Harris said
that money is being earmarked for direct
aid to the state’s health care industry to
help hospitals, nursing homes, mental
health centers and other care providers
absorb the cost they’ve incurred for
dealing with the pandemic.

He said another $1.8 billion is
earmarked for the Illinois Emergency
Management Agency, and it gives Gov.
JB Pritzker authority to decide how it
is spent.

That part especially infuriated Re-
publicans who have complained about
Pritzker governing by executive author-
ity, and about the General Assembly not
exercising its oversight role.

But Sen. Andy Manar, D-Bunker Hill,
the Senate Democrats’ lead negotiator,
saidinan interview Friday that the feder-
al money comes with significant strings
attached and that it can be spent only for
specific purposes, and therefore Pritzker
will be restrained by federal rules.

Butthe implementation bill also gives
the governor additional discretionary
authority over the spending of state
funds throughout the budget. Normally
governors are allowed to shift up to 2
percent of an appropriation from one
purpose to another, but this year’s bill
expands that to 8 percent, something
that angered many Republicans.

It also sets up a legislative oversight
committee to monitor all executive
spending in the budget as well as how
CARES Actmoney distributed to local
governments is spent.

The implementation bill passed
the Senate, 33-19. It later passed the
House, 62-47.
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Heating &Air Conditioning

HULL

HVAC & Household Services

Furnaces -
Duct Cleaning

' Air Conditioner
Clean & Check

$40.00

After $35 rebate. !

only available to Rochell

Air Conditioners -

i Ask about duct cleaning

Recipient of the 2019 BBB Complaint Free Award.

Boilers
Water Heaters

and
antimicrobial fogging.

815-561-6551

www.HullHVAC.com
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» Will Not Rust, Chip Or Peel
* Most Colors Available

¢ Manufactured On The Job
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Plumbing/Heating/Cooling\

Anderson
Plumbing & Heafing Inc.

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

LENNOX

Quality Service- Free Estimates |
Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Lic.#058-087891
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Commercial & Residential Roofing

Bruns

Construction, Inc.

*Shingled Roofs ‘Flat Roofs
‘Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
*Custom Built Homes *Additions

561-0099

www.brunsconstructioninc.com
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Driveways, Flatwork | &
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Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
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onstructlon Services lnc. ’

Residential & Commercial Building

v Your “Go-To” Contractor For Stamped concrete: patios,
driveways, walks & more in the Rochelle Area

v Service from a local contractor with 25 years in business

v Licensed and insured services

v Superior workmanship and materials

v Enhanced lifetime limited transferable roofing warranty
(covering materials & labor)

v NEW DELIVERY SERVICE: Rock & dirt upon request
v FLATWORK v SIDING v REMODELING v ADDITIONS

815.562.8254
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Wick

Bulldlngs

O’RORKE

Authorized Wick Builder

104 Maple 0ut,ReII
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Guest column

Entitlement

AST week, two
state Senate
staffers were

allegedly caught — gasp
— drinking beer in the
Capitol.

The surprising thing is
that both were arrested.

While
it is illegal
to drink
alcohol
in the
Capitol
Building,
I’ve never
heard of
the mea-
sure being
enforced. Ever.

Booze is found
throughout the Illinois
statehouse. When I had
an office in the statehouse
pressroom, lobbyists and
lawmakers would rou-
tinely drop by a nearby
bureau to get cold beers
or shots of whiskey.

In fact, I can think of at
least two former state sen-
ators who kept kitchen-
size refrigerators in their
statechouse Senate offices
packed with booze. Fel-
low lawmakers, lobbyists
and others would con-
gregate in their offices to
imbibe between votes.

On at least one occa-
sion I saw a Chicago-area
lawmaker drunk in the
House chamber to the
point she barely was
coherent. Interestingly
enough, she was a social
conservative who courted
the religious right and
was known for the anti-
abortion legislation she
would sponsor.

Substance abuse
knows no political,
philosophical, social or
religious boundaries.

At this point, you are
either appalled or asking
why I’'m such a stick in
the mud.

And, yes, in case you
are wondering, I don’t
drink. But I don’t care if
someone drinks on their
own time.

That said, I’ve never
had an employer that was
ok with employees drink-
ing on the job. Have you?

And there is the rub.
These lawmakers are our
employees.

There is a pervasive

Scott Reeder

It can manifest itself in
small ways, like carrying
a case of beer into the
statehouse past the build-
ing’s security, or in big
ways such as approving a
budget that is billions of
dollars out of whack.

Just as there is a state
law prohibiting booze in
the statehouse, there is
a provision in the state
constitution requiring a
balanced budget. Admit-
tedly, it is vaguely written
and lacks any enforce-
ment provision.

But the rule is still
there. And widely ig-
nored.

The budget introduced
by Gov. J.B. Pritzker and
approved by the legisla-
ture this past week is held
together by chewing gum
and baling wire.

For example, it’s called
“balanced” even though
it relies on borrowing $5
billion from the Fed-
eral Reserve and plans
on spending $1.1 billion
from a tax hike that hasn’t
even gone before the vot-
ers yet.

There is no guarantee
voters will approve the
progressive income tax
in November. And even
if they do, it is doubtful
that during a recession it
would generate the kind
of dollars the budget
depends on it for.

Unlike other states,
Illinois lawmakers have
avoided making tough
decisions about spending
cuts. That’s hardly a new
phenomenon. Year after
year, Illinois has spent
more than it has taken
in. Both Republican and
Democratic administra-
tions bear responsibility
for making the state the
fiscal basket case of the
nation.

But even after all
those decades of mis-
management, [’ve yet
to see so egregious a
spending plan as the one
legislators passed this
month.

Inevitably there will
be some legal contor-
tionists who will claim
this budget that relies
on borrowing and a tax
that hasn’t even been
approved constitutes a

Letter to the Editor

Plenty of Reasons to vote for Kinzinger

Dear Editor,

It seems like a lifetime ago, but
this past February [ was in a packed
room at the Dixon Elks for the Lee
County Reagan Day Dinner.

I was fortunate enough
to see Congressman Adam
Kinzinger give an inspira-
tional, uplifting, moving ad-
dress thatbrought the crowd
to their feet. A common
phrase I heard from other
attendees thatnight described his ad-
dress as remarks from a Statesman.
As a voter in the 16" District |

walked away that night with my
belief that Congressman Kinzinger
clearly represents the interests and
values of the majority of voters in
the district. As a voter in the

16" District I will be voting

for Adam Kinzinger on Nov. 3.
During his time in Con-

gress, Adam Kinzinger has
fought back against propa-
ganda and the unfair trade
practices of the Chinese
Communist Government. He’s had
legislative victories that delivered
much needed rural broadband ben-

efiting Lee County. Kinzinger has
delivered much needed funding to
fight the opioid crisis and treat those
addicted. Congressman Kinzingeris
aconsistent supporter of Agriculture
(the backbone of Lee County) and
the family farm.

Most importantly — Adam Kinz-
inger is a leader who fights for this
districtand the country we love. And
right now, we need proven leaders
like Adam — and not the unproven
— fighting for us in the U.S.

Lirim Mimini
Ashton

Thankful for Schwartz’ years at May School

Dear Editor,

I’m sure most of the community
knows Jill Schwartz, whether you
are her family, her friend, her past
student, a parent, or a co-worker. |
am fortunate to fit into three of those
categories.

I first met Jill as a parent. My
daughter and son were both lucky
enough to have her as their second
grade teacher at May School.

Jilldoesn’tjustteach math andread-
ing, she teaches her students compas-
sion and life lessons. She doesn’t just
“tell” she teaches the “why.” She is
funny and sarcastic yet serious and
structured. From thunder brownies
to the “sneaky E” (her students will
know)she makes learning funand cre-
atesafamilyinherclassroom. Jill takes
her students on adventures with the
Boxcar Children, Tacky the Penguin,
and all of Kevin Henkes’s charac-
ters. Fromherbubbleblowing contests
to teaching the kids what it feels like
to be old by putting scotch tape on

their knuckles, she makes an impact.

She has helped mold my children
and so many others. I am forever
grateful for the role she has played
in my children’s lives.

I'started working full time at
May School when my son was
in first grade as a one-on-one
aide for a second grader. Jill
Schwartz was his teacher and
I'was able to spend most of my
day in her classroom. This is where
I was really able to see what an ex-
traordinary teacher she was. Before, I
saw her from a parent’s perspective,
now I was getting behind the scenes
action. She was a perfect teacher to
learn and grow from.

Jill is supportive without being
condescending and is such a strong
leader. I loved the way she was cool,
calm and collected and this is when
I started saying W.W.J.D. — What
Would Jill do? I learned so much
from her.

Jill went from being my children’s

teacher, to my admired co-worker,
and now the best of all, my friend.

Jillhas awonderful sense of humor
andissomuch funtobe around. Sheis

sarcastic and loyal and such
a genuine person. She is
beautiful inside and out. I
am going to miss seeing
her every day at work. Her
classroom will always hold
the memories of her years at
May. Thirty-three years at the same
school is just remarkable.

I wish she could have had those
last months teaching. 1 wish she
could have had the goodbyes she
deserved but nothing can take away
fromincredible career she hashad and
all the lives she has touched.

Cheers to you, Jill!

“Teachers affect eternity; no one
can tell where their influence stops.”
~ Henry Brooks Adams

Jackleen Potts
Rochelle

VOICE ON THE STREET

“No, though I’d love to get my hair cut,
keeping myself and loved ones safe is more
important. I’lljust have long hair for awhile.

Kimberly Ekes

Question:

»

In entering Phase 3 of the state’s reopening plan, many salons will be re-opening after June 1.
Will you be making an appointment right away with your stylist?

“Already have me appointment set.”

Sherry Bunger

“No, waiting for it to grow out some from

the hatchet job I did on it.”

“Yes, as soon as she can get me in.”
Deanna Hayward

Tammy Miller

“No, I can use scissor and clippers at home.

things go.”

My wife will though.”

Eric Paul

“Nope, waiting at least a month to see how

Kristin Boynton

“Already made appointments for myself,

sense of entitlement balanced budget. 1 e
among many legislators To that I can only ask: hubby and both kids. ) )
that says the rules just “What have you been Jenni Hardin
don’t apply to them. drinking?”
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Trisha Vaughn
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Rochelle Township High School Board
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dtess503@comcast.net
eric.vanhise@gmail.com

Lloyd Droege
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should

be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters
involving private disputes between the writer and a business
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published,

however letters rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (PO. Box 46, Rochelle,
IL61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.
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RCH Foundation awards employee
career scholarships

ROCHELLE — The
Rochelle Community
Hospital Foundation
would like to congratulate
Jessica Colgan and Olivia
Ramos asrecipients of the
Foundation’s Employee
Career Scholarships.

This is the first year
the foundation offered
scholarships and the foun-
dation board is excited
to continue to help RCH
staff further their edu-
cation.

Colgan has completed
her master’s degree in
health informatics from
the University of Illinois
at Chicago. She current-
ly works full-time as a
Laboratory Technical
Specialist at RCH.

According to her man-
ager, Karen Ravnikar,
“Jessicahas learned much
in working for the Lab and
her Health Informatics
classes. She has become
the go to expert for billing,
compliance, point of care
testing and the Laboratory
Information System. She
wasrecognized in August
as High Performer of the
Month. She is willing to
learn anything she can to
improve the laboratory
workflow.”

Colgan’s personal goal
is to improve the quality

of care provided by the
laboratory by applying
her health informatics
education to new and
updated workflows.
Olivia Ramos has
graduated from Rochelle
Township High School
and will be attending
Kishwaukee College in
the fall. Her goal is to at-
tend Bradley University
to complete her nursing
degree. Along with her
many high school ac-
tivities and honors, she
also works part-time at
Rochelle Community
Hospital asadietary aide.
Through the KEC

Colgan

program, Ramos has re-
ceived her CNA and plans
to work at RCH this May
to see the nurses at work
and help them take care
of patients.

According to her so-
cial science teacher, Mrs.
Schneider, “Olivia has
the ability to balance and
excel in all aspects of her
life while maintaining an
optimistic personality
and a smile. Her intelli-
gence, diligence, deter-
mination and willingness
to work hard are just a
few of her qualities that
will help Olivia achieve
success in any aspect of

her life.”

Ramos sees herself
being anurse practitioner
in the future, she knows
she will need autonomy,
integrity and leadership,
and she says she has all
three.

If you would like to
support the RCH Foun-
dation, you can make an
on-line donation at www.
rochellehospital.com/
foundation or contact
Michelle LaPage, RCH
community and organi-
zational development
manager, at 815-561-
3110 for more informa-
tion.

_~-HAPPY NEW YEAR:
’ jroha .‘7_/13’ ﬂmrt Ga‘/;n(,{ar
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FROM THE HEART
DAILY CASH WINNERS

May 5 - Joan Albrecht, Amboy, $25

May 6 - Doris Lindaas, Rochelle, $25

May 7 - Stephanie Crawford, Rochelle, $25
May 8 - Jessica Morris, Rochelle, $25

May 9 - Matt Wolf, (CHS) Rochelle, $25

May 10 - Fred & Jensine Lingenfeiter, Kingman, AZ, $500
May 11 - Jamie Arntzen, DeKalb, $25

May 12 - Rick Egan, Northwood, Ohio, $25
May 13 - Richard Clayton, Compton, $25

May 14 - Becky Brown, Rochelle, $25

May 15 - Karen Snortland, Thornton, Colo., $25
May 16 - Elaine Bassett, Dixon, $25

May 17 - Bonnie Diedrich, Sulton, Wash., $50
May 18 - Ralph Dauphin, Rochelle, $25

May 19 - Jackie Nauman, Rochelle, $25

May 20 - Ron Arne, Rochelle, $25

May 21 - City of Rochelle, $25

May 22 - Cal Jacobs, Rochelle, $25

- = Birthdays & Anniversaries - = - May 23 - Dolores Scott, Ashton, $25
— May 27 June 7 Caleb Smith -
—_—, Leland Hazlip Keli Perez Dave Odell May 24 - Lee Metzger, Rochelle, $50
— g May 29 June 8 June 12 - o
— Tristan Perkins Scarlet Jones Robby Lang et : May 25 - Patty Mahan, lliopolis, 51,000
—_—— Junel Tim Odell June 13, - May 26 - Cal Jacobs, Rochelle, $25
—-l Brandi Ferrari June 9 Chrissy Williams o -
Nina Ramos Sammy Navejas Jaelyn Gonzales e = May 27 - Rylee Harlock, Winnebago, $25
- June 6 June 11 June 14 — —
- Chonito Astudillo Emmalyn Eggenburg Gabe Aleman _— Checks to winners will be mailed out at the end of each
— - — — — : \. month

ACROSS ]
1 Dallas cager,

g Crossword

briefly 12

4 Frat party
supply

8 Prejudice

12 Expert

13 Sicilian spout-
er

14 St. Louis

landmark

15 Flogged
17 Tardy

18 Vigorous

19 Puncturing
tool

21 Fa neighbor

22 Pulverized

48

26 Pitch 50
29 lrritate

51

52

30 Foreman 53

54

55

opponent
31 Check
32 Calendar pgs.

ner's address
34 Scepter top-

52 Singer
DiFranco
33 Pageant win- 53 "Little
Women"
woman

8 Poolroom
supply

brother

9 A Gershwin

10 Performance

29 Promise

32 Midwestern
capital

33 Breaker of
Ruth's record

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

per 54 Agrees silently 11 The girl 35 Apiece
35 Fido's foot 55 Banned bug 16 Insurance 36 Chocolate
36 Insertion mark killer fraud factor sources
37 Ran 20 Tussaud's 38 Intuitive feel-
39 Scull tool DOWN medium ing
40 Mentalist 1 Numbers 23 Barber's con- 39 Lubricated
Geller course cern 42 African nation
41 Eaves drop- 2 Linimenttar- 24 Otherwise 43 Give tempo-
per? get 25 Mi. or km rarily
45 Deserve 3 Couturier 26 Walked hard 44 Fix manu-
48 Played in Wang (on) scripts
water 4 Give 27 Juno's coun- 45 Recede
50 United 5 — alcohol terpart 46 Heady quaff
nations 6 Compass pt. 28 Barbecue 47 Deteriorate
51 Twistable treat 7 He loved Aida entree 49 Paid athlete

by Linda Thistle

e 2 3
8 4 5
7 o 2 6
9 2 6 3
6 2 1
1 7 8
9 S 6
3 6 9
aq4 1 8 7

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: &

<€ Moderate
@ e e HOO BOY!

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

<€ € Challenging

/

EPWK

.

CryptoQuip

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands
for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout
the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.

L TPKLREO WNQMTKOQ
WHDOGVEOG KP HPUNOKO MT L
UOOK, RVK DO GMWLNNOLQOG,

©2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

\

Clue: O equals E

LW

IMKDPVK L QLHO.

_
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Classified

FREE! ===
lace =

Sell your household items for free.
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words
-one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

& Family Services

ROCHELLE -+ HILLCREST +« CRESTON  STEWARD +* KINGS +« ASHTON
101 101 201 307
LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE DOMESTIC/CHILD  MISCELLANEOUS 0

CARE FOR SALE ID

PUBLIC NOTICE This publication does CC@T R E@
TAKE NOTICE not knowingly accept NO INDIVIDUAL, BUNDLED Newspaper
CERTIEICATE NO. fraudulent or deceptive uynless licensed or -$3 per Bundle. End
2016-00070 advertising. Readers holding a permit as a Roll- Cost Depends on
TO: are  cautioned 1o childcare facility, may Weight of Roll. Available
Mary Jo Backe thoroughly investigate cause to be published Monday-Friday ~8AM-
Occupant all ads, especially those  any advertisement NOON ONLY. SEE
IL Dept. of Healthcare asking for money in solicitng a child care RECEPTIONIST AT @

advance. service. A childcare FRONT  COUNTER

Estate of Mary Jo
Backe
Kathryn Thompson
Kathryn Thompson
Spouse of Kathryn
Thompson
Spouse of Kathryn
Thompson
lllinois Attorney
General

Persons in occupancy
or actual possession
of said property;
Unknown owners or
parties interested in
said land or lots.

A Petition for Tax Deed
on premise described
below has been filed
with the Circuit Clerk
of OGLE County, lll. as
Case No. 2017TX17
The Property is located
at:

522 N. 11th St
Rochelle, IL
Property Index
Number:  24-23-435-
006

Said Property was
sold on 11/2/2017 for
Delinquent Real Estate
Taxes and/or Special
Assessments for the
year 2016.

The period of
redemption will expire
on 9/21/2020. On
10/15/20 at 09:00
am the Petitioner will
make application to
such Court in said
County for an Order
for Issuance of a Tax
Deed.

Realtax Developers,

Ltd, Petitioner
No. 0515 (May 31)

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising.  Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those
asking for money in
advance.”

113
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies that do
business by phone
can’t ask you to pay for
credit before you get it.
For more information,
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from your
hometown newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

119
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising.  Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those
asking for money in
advance.”

127
SERVICES AND
REPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House
Rentals Available Year
Round. Please Call
815-784-4256 For
Availability or Visit us
on Facebook.

303

APPLIANCES

NEW MILFORD
REFRIGERATION

NEW SCRATCH & DENT

e Refrigerators

e Washers/Dryers

We also carry a
large selection
of refurbished
appliances with a
warranty.

¢ Freezers
¢ Stoves

S

6331 11th Street, Rockford

815-874-2257

09012019

facility that is licensed
or operating under a
permit issued by the
lllinois Department of
Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed or
issued a permit. Your
Hometown Newspaper
strongly urges any
parent or guardian to
verify the validity of the
license of any facility
before placing a child in
it’s care.

203

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED - Part
Time Help Needed
for a Store Clerk. Pick
up Application at 602
Brown Ave. in Ashton.
(05-27-20)

NEWSPAPER
CARRIERS  Wanted.
(Rochelle) Several
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More
Information.

301
ANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY:
Vintage Metal and Wood
Signs, Milk Bottles &
Local Advertising, Oak
Icebox, Iron Door Stop
and Antique Lighting...
Call Dick Harms at
815-562-2928 or email
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED:
| pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it's antique,
I’'minterested in looking!
Call 815-562-2928 or
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

305
GARAGE/RUMMAGE
SALES

ROCHELLE:  Hickory
Ridge Subdivision -
Multi  Family. Friday
May 29th 8am-4pm.
& Saturday May 30th
8am-Noon. Reminder
to Wear Masks &
Social Distance Please.
Furniture, Home Décor,
Clothes, Antiques and
Lots of Miscellaneous.
(05-27-20)

Call us to
place an ad
815-562-4171!

203

HELP WANTED

Want To Teach Your Kids About

Rochelle News-Leader.

315
WANTED TO BUY

WANTED JUNK Cars
and Farm Machinery.
Call 815-761-2803. (06-
03-20)

WANTED: Coin
operated machines,
slot machines,
pinball, arcade, trade
simulators, jukeboxes.

Working or not working.
815-397-6586.

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised herein is
subject to the Federal
Fair  Housing  Act,
which makes it illegal
to advertise any
preference, limitation
or discrimination based
on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or national
origin, or intention
to make any such
preferences, limitation
or discrimination. We
will  not  knowingly
accept any advertising
for real estate which
is in violation of the
law. All persons are
hereby informed that
all dwellings advertised
are available on an
equal opportunity basis.

501
APARTMENTS FOR
RENT

ROCHELLE
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT
All size rental
properties
Residential &
Commercial
Rochelle, Ottawa and
surrounding area.
Call 815-562-7368 ’g

www.rochelleproperty.com

505

BUSINESS
PROPERTY FOR
RENT

ASHTON: Large Office/
Retail Space on Main
Street in Ashton.
Contact Dave at 815-
973-0206.

509

HOUSES FOR RENT

FRANKLIN GROVE
AREA: 3-BEDROOM

House. With Garage.
No Pets. Call 815-456-
2453. (05-31-20)

d You Know ........

PewResearch

local NeWSl)ﬂllerS continue to

be a key information source

Figure 6

The Topics for Which Newspapers are the Top Source

Percent of adults who rely on
newspapers for these topics ...

On some topics

newspapers tie for

0

Next most
preferred source
for each topic..

0

Other important
source for this
topic

the lead with...
Crime 36% TV news 29% Internet 12%
Local politics 26% TV news 28% Internet 17% Word of mouth 7%
Community events 25% Word of mouth 13% Internet 12%
Arts events 25% Internet 17% TV news 13%
Local taxes 22% TV news 9% Internet 9%
Schools 21%  Internet 18% TV news 10% Word of mouth 10%
Housing 19%  Internet 17% Word of mouth 4% TV news 3%
Government activities  19% TV news 12% Internet 6%
Local jobs 17%  Internet 16% Word of mouth 3% TV news 3%
Zohing & devéldpment 17% | | TV news 6% Internet 4%
Social services 13% TV news 8% Internet 6%
Source: Pew Research Center’s Project for Excellence in Journalism and Internet & American Life Project in partnership with the
Knight Foundation, January 12-25, 2011 Local Information Survey. N=2,251 adults age 18 and older. Conducted in English and
Spanish and included 750 cell phone interviews.
PEW RESEARCH CENTER
PewResearch(enter
SEPTEMBER 2011
Project for Excellence in Journalism
Pew Internet & American Life Project How People Learn About

Knight Foundation

Their Local Community

\

4

Responsibility?
The Rochelle News-Leader has four
openings for newspaper carriers.

in education.
can feach you
You can leam somfhing  leg
0 IeWspa y, Ne

every d
| Newsp

ducation
[pers can b

ISpapers |
e great
newspape
teaching

» Must be 10 years or over ( \

« 3 deliveries per week : - i
- Most routos take loas ROUTE 24-25 In ey . Ne papers  ca teach
than 45 minutes SOUTH MAIN, SOUTH 1ST, SOUTH are great for 1 Whe.  sorfhthing Qucatio

« No collecting

« A great place to

teach your child about
responsibility - and the
rewards ofearning

their own spending money
« Adult carriers are
welcome, too!

2ND, SOUTH 3RD STREETS
ROUTE 16-17
CHERRY AVE., 200-1000 BLOCK
LINCOLN HWY., 100-1100 BLOCK
N. MAIN ST., WASHINGTON ST.
ROUTE 28
SOUTHVIEW DR., WILLIS AVE., LAKE
LIDA LN.
ROUTE 37
BROOKSTONE DR., MILL POND
SHADY PASS, SUNSET LN. &

COURTS IN BETWEEN

- ne\papery
g, education.
d somenthi
- You can
eWSp

Educaf

EWSPap)
Newspa e PIVSPApers can
d learnin
Learn something
jspaper!
in__new

something |
ry day.
EWSDADe:

Contact Wanda at the
Rochelle News-Leader
office
211 E. Hwy. 38,

J

04122020
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Get a quality education

Career ready. Transfer readly.
All online. From Kish.

Registration for Summer
& Fallin Progress!

Mk

Highway 38
Rochelle, IL

PEv0
et L

@D glitbines

Ifyou can dream it, we can build it.

{8 G el B
= #GoHub‘s#py\rg!lg!)rld 1

Sunday 11am-11pm ¢ Monday-Wednesday 10am-1am
Thursday-Saturday 10am-2am

411 Cherry Ave. * Rochelle, IL  815-562-6568

Busy Schedule?
Leave the cooking to us.

+ Large menu of foods

« Rochelle’s famous chicken
by the dinner or bucket

+Hand dipped ice cream . " jy

(16 flavors)

@@@W@@Bﬂ@@ﬂ

DRIVE-IN RESTAURANT §
251 N. ROCHELLE - 562-6039

Local People Providing Local Service

MUNICIPAL UTILITIES

Waters\Waste\water,
Electrici-iCommunications

Phone: 815-562-4155
Fax: 815-562-5861

www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

The businesses featured on this page are

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.
y y

Please show your appreciation by patronizing their businesses.

WE SUPPORT OUR HUBS!

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Schabacker grows from

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

HEN Morgan Schabacker
started cheering for the
Rochelle Junior Tackle

program in fifth grade, she was initially
unsure of the welcome she would receive
from her new teammates.

Schabacker grew up attending Kings
School, where she first began cheerlead-
ing alongside a small group of students.
She didn’t know any of the other cheer-
leaders when she signed up for the RJT
program, but it was then that Schabacker
realized that cheerleading was her sport.

“Coming from a small class at Kings,
I didn’t know any of the other girls go-
ing into tryouts, but they were all so
welcoming,” Schabacker said. “I started
cheering at Kings, but I really started to
realize that cheerleading was a great fit
for me when I became a part of the RJIT
program.”

Since that time, Schabacker has grown
immensely as a cheerleader and formed
many fond memories throughout her ca-
reer. The Rochelle Township High School
senior was a part of the 2018 Northern
Illinois Big 12 Conference Championship
squad that advanced all the way to the
IHS A State Championships. Schabacker
received several honors for her perfor-
mance this season including Interstate 8
All-Conferencerecognitionand an RTHS
Cheerleader of the Year Award.

“The RTHS cheerleading program
has taught me to always put my best
effort into everything I strive to accom-
plish, be the best version of myself and
be passionate about everything I do,”
Schabacker said. “One of my favorite
memories was being a part of the team
that had the opportunity to compete at
state in 2018. We all put so much work
in throughout the season, and our work
paid off when we performed our cleanest
routine on the state mat.”

Schabacker, who will be attending
Iowa State University to study agri-

small school to big role

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)
Rochelle senior Morgan Schabacker has
come far from starting her cheerleading
career at Kings School in fifth grade.

cultural business and animal science,
cheered for four years with both the fall
and winter teams at RTHS. An Interstate
8 Academic All-Conference honoree this
season as well, Schabacker entered high
school as a main base before transition-
ing to a back-spotting role with the Lady
Hubs. Outside cheerleading, Schabacker
was active in FFA, spending four years
with the RTHS FFA.

“I'believe my stunting skills improved
the most over my last four years,” Scha-
backer said. “I enjoyed being someone
who could step in and help a stunt group
wherever 1 was needed, whether it was
basing or in a backing position.”

“The RTHS cheerleading program has taught

me to always put my best effort into everything

| strive to accomplish, be the best version of
myself and be passionate about everything | do...
| believe my stunting skills improved the most
over my last four years. | enjoyed being someone
who could step in and help a stunt group
wherever | was needed, whether it was basing or

in a backing position.”

Morgan Schabacker

o Custom
Embroidery

- Direct to garment
printing

Custom Heat
Transfer

*1,000's of
products
available

« Fast Turn Around

*No Minimum

Order

We are
Ogle

County’s

. only
GM Dealer!

+ Collision Repair + Rental Cars

+ 24 Hour Towing + Maintenance On All Makes
+ New/Preowned Vehicles and Models
+ Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

JEFFPERRY

CHEVROLET « BUICK « CADILLAC « JEEP « CHRYSLER
815-562-8787 - www.jeffperrychevrolet.com

MEYERS

FURNITURE & FLOORING

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792
www.meyersfurniture.com

fik
RShelle

Community Hospital
Your Local Healthcare Resource.

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181
www.rochellehospital.com

JOHNSON
TRACTOR

SALES « PARTS « SERVICE

1030 South 7th Street
800.262.1680

www.johnsontractor.com :

Construction, Inc.
Residential & Commercial Roofing

o Shingled Roof
Residentia, Concrete [QYESCAASPARE

Drlveways F|atw0rk ¢ Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
¢ Custom Built Homes
and Foundaions  [Bemmelie

mie §$15-561-0099

Bruns, Owners
Licensed & Insured 0015

Established 1997
FULL $ 99
SYNTHETIC
OILCHANGE J o &
( Cappel’s Complete Car Care
’ 1161S. 7t|h St, IR:Jchelle IL
’ Www.cappelscompletecarecare.com
appe S815 561-TIRE (8473)
’& omplete Car Care . gam-Spm - Sat 8am-Noon

nm”mmrs (1YY 771) </HanKooK

HUB-REMSEN

PRINT GROUP
101 Maple Ave ¢ Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 ¢ hub-remsen.com

@O FURSH

Rochelle’s #1 Stop for all your Custom Logo Wear Needs.

Downtown Rochelle  815-561-9500 » 926customembroidery@gmail.com

M-F 10-5, Sat. 9-12




ISC KISHWAUKEE COLLEGE

/4

CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION

Hospitality & Culinary

d

Feed your passion at Kish. Visit www.kish.edu/culinary

Terpot
00 oul

furniture?
Come see us!
HUB CITY FURNITUR

429-433 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, lllinois =
815-562-8765  §
90 Days Same as Cash e Mon-Fri 9am-5:00 ¢ Sat 9am-4pm * Sun Closed hubcityfurniture.com &

WEDNESDAY, MAY 27, 2020

SPORTS

ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER - SECTION 1 « PAGE 10

FINDING HER PLACE

RTHS senior Morgan Schabacker grows
into leadership role with cheer team.

See page 9 for more details

RTHS Football

Passion and perseverance

Casey overcomes early-season adversity, becomes mentor for young players

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

UINTON

Caseyhadadif-

ficult decision
to ma ear the begin-
ning of his senior football
season with the Rochelle
Hubs. While there were
moments where Casey
doubted his decision, he
said that staying true to
his passion was one of the
best choices he’s made in
his life.

Casey had been gearing
up for his fourth season
with the Rochelle football
program, buthe was disap-
pointed to find outearly on
that he would be starting
his senior campaign on
the JV team and not the
varsity squad. Although
Caseywasupset, hedidn’t
let the move discourage
him from working hard
on and off the field, and
he wound up having the
best season of his career.

“RTHS football taught
me to stick with your
passion no matter what,”
Casey said. “I stayed with
the team after a bumpy
start, but I stayed for the
whole season, and as a

result, I felt I had my best
season ever. [ also took on
amentorship role for some
of my younger teammates.
If you truly want it, work
hard and don’t give up
because the rewards can
be endless.”

Casey’s perseverance
led to several career
highlights during his se-
nior season including
his first-ever intercep-
tion, a fumble recovery
and his first-ever rushing
touchdown. Casey, who
will be attending North-
ern Illinois University to
study journalism, said he
wouldn’t have performed
aswellashedidasasenior
without perseverance and
the support of his team-
mates.

“I faced a lot of ad-
versity, but [ had my best
season and I gained a lot
of confidence in myself,”
Casey said. “I became
a leader and my team-
mates trusted me to make
plays... Thethrill and sup-
port from my teammates
and coaches is something
I’ll never forget. I even-
tually played more and
more varsity snaps until
I became a starter in the

1= ‘

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)

RTHS head athletic trainer Mark Lovell attends to senior football player Quinton Casey during game action

this past fall.

second-to-last week of the
season. Without persever-
ance, [ wouldn’t have got-
ten as far as I did near the
end of the season.”
Casey’s consistency
was prevalent throughout

his many years playing
football. He never missed
a single season dating all
the way back to when he
firsttook up flag football as
akid. He said the grace of
the sport was what fueled

his passion at an early age
and continued as he grew
older.

“My favorite part about
playing for RTHS was the
camaraderie and the thrill
of playing in front of loud

stadiums,” Casey said.
“I’ll forever have a passion
for football and my love for
the game has only grown
stronger as [’ve grown
older and become more
involved in the game.”

RTHS Volleyball

Duval’s improvement leads to breakout season

Versatile senior helps Lady Hubs set new wins record in 2019

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

HE Rochelle
Township High
School volley-

ball team enjoyed its
most successful cam-
paign in program history
this past season, and a
major reason for the
team’s turnaround was the
experience and versatility
of its seniors including
three-year varsity player
Maggie Duval.

Duval entered RTHS in
2016 after playing volley-
ball for St. Paul Lutheran
School, where she formed
close bonds with several
teammates she competed
alongside for the Lady
Hubs. She was elevated
to the varsity squad her
sophomore season and
remained with the team
through her senior season,
spending time at both
the setter and right-side
positions.

“I first started playing
volleyball in fifth grade,”
Duval said. “My older
sister had played and my
mom had grown up with
the coach at St. Paul. I’ve
loved volleyball since the
day I wentto my firstprac-
tice... Ireally enjoyed the

relationships I formed
with my coaches and
teammates. We were all
friends and we shared the
best memories together
on and off the court.”

Duval and the Lady
Hubswonaschool-record
21 matches during the
2019 season including
an enormous upset over
eventual IHSA 3A Sec-
tional finalist LaSalle-
Peru. Duval’s rise to her
breakout senior season
began during her junior
season, when she totaled
81 kills from the right
side. Her all-around tal-
ents were on display this
past fall, as she compiled
224 assists, second-most
ontheteam, while adding
156 digs, 119 kills and 22
aces for the varsity squad.

“I learned how to per-
severe and not give up
after onebad playorloss,”
Duval said. “I learned
how to always support my
teammates and friends in
life. Volleyball definitely
became a safe place for
me. Whenever [ was
playing, my stress from
classes or life in general
pretty much went away. |
only focused on the game
and improving myself for
the team.”

Duval’s play her senior
season warranted the
Most Improved Player
Award from the RTHS
volleyball program. Du-
val, who has earned Aca-
demic All-Conference
in each of the last two
seasons, will be attend-
ing Wheaton College this
fall to begin her academic
studies. While she’s cur-
rently undecided on a
major, she said she aims
to minor in Spanish, and
she said she hopes she
can have a career that al-
lows her to interact with
others and bring out her
social side.

“Breaking the single-
season wins record was
really exciting for us,”
Duval said. “The team
dinners we had were also
really fun. I loved going
to our summer league
matches, even when the
temperatures were around
100 degrees inside. Those
matches were always a
lot of fun... I feel like I
improved the most during
my senior year. | had the
chance to work on my
passing more often, as
well as my other skills,
which were more ap-
plicable to higher levels
of play.”

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)
Rochelle senior Maggie Duval finished her high school volleyball career with the
strongest season of her four-year stint with the Lady Hubs.
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Secrets to making your home
look like you hired a design pro

HOTO
spreads in
home design

magazines can be
awe-inspiring. Quite
often homeowners
wish they could lift
the looks right off the
pages of magazines
and transform their
own homes into pic-
ture-perfect retreats.
It takes an eye for
design to pull a room
together — even with
inspiration — and
make it both func-
tional and attractive.
While hiring an
interior designer is
one way to go, home-
owners can use some
of the tricks and
techniques the de-
signers employ to do
a remarkably good
job of improving
the interiors of their
homes without such
help.

Embrace tex-
ture

The colors used
in a home can add
impact, but designers
often utilize various
textures to create
aesthetic appeal. A
single color scheme
can be enhanced by
various fabrics. Con-
sider a leather sofa
made more cozy with
chenille pillows next
to a rustic side table.
Figure out ways to
incorporate a few
different textures
to add depth to the
room.

Be careful

with color

Many high-end
homes showcase
neutral shades that
are enhanced by pops
of color. If you like
a rich, royal purple,
leave room for other
colors as well. Add
touches of purple in
vases, throw pillows
and other accesso-
ries.

Also, many de-
signers work in
shades of three for
room colors. There

may be one main
color for walls, an-
other color for larg-
er accents, such as
couches and chairs,
and then a third color
that pops in accesso-

SERVICE PLAN

ries such as flowers,
pillows and collect-
ibles. These can be
any colors, but the
most muted tends to
be the more abundant
shade.

Give us a call,
we have a plan

FREE Estimates | 24-Hour Emergency Service

Insured & Bonded

Residential & Commercial

Add a bit of
bling

Glittery items and
metallics can add a
touch of luxury feel
to any space. A shiny

ANDERSON

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

table lamp, mirrors, a
sparkling chandelier,
and the like are easy

ways to produce a
high-end feel. Re-

flective surfaces also
will cast light around

Authorized Lennox and

Amana Dealers.

We service all makes
and models.

- Heating &
Locally Recommended for over 40 Years facebook JWalls Conditioning

05272020

the room, giving the
illusion of a larger
space.

Choose a big
statement
piece

Many homeown-
ers make the mistake
of filling a room
with several small
pieces of furniture
that only contribute
to clutter. Instead,
look for a statement
piece, which can be
a cabinet, armoire
or chaise. Mix and
match large and small
elements for a sense
of balance.

Accessorize

Finish the room
with accessories
and flowers. When
placing and hanging
knickknacks and wall
art, odd-numbered
groupings often look
the most cohesive and
interesting. Experi-
ment with different
scales and heights for
even more dimension.

When inspiration
hits, take some cues
from interior design
pros to make spaces
look like they belong
on the pages of your
favorite magazines.
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Arrange furniture, design

rooms more easil

EDESIGN-
ING a room
can involve

several steps, from
choosing a paint pal-
ette to taking down
walls to buying new
furniture. When it
comes time to put the
space back together,
finding an appealing
furniture arrangement
or layout renovation
that maximizes space
efficiently can be chal-
lenging if it requires
moving heavy pieces
of furniture around.
To make such tasks
easier, homeowners
can rely on a bevy of
room-designing apps
that enable one to ma-
nipulate a room in the
digital realm.

Some people have
great spatial reason-
ing and can work out
designs in their head
or by plotting items on
graph paper. But many
homeowners may need
a little extra help. By
figuring out a floor
plan, anyone can start
laying out their furni-

.

ture and other design
elements.

Room planners
come in various forms,
from free downloads
available through
popular furniture com-
panies to pay-for-use,
third-party software.
The following are
some the more popular
room planners home-

owners can utilize.
* Amikasa: This
app enables users to
create room layouts
using furniture and

more from real brands.

It features a walk-
through mode so you
can take a virtual tour
afterwards.

» Autodesk Home-
styler: Brought to you
by the company that
produces professional
design programs for
architects and design-
ers, like AutoCAD,
Autodesk and Revit,
this user-friendly
technology allows you

to create 3D render-
ings and move around
furniture, decorative
items, appliances, and
other elements right in
the app.

* Floor Plan Cre-
ator: Start with the
basics by plotting
out precise and accu-

rate floor plans. This
app enables you to
create multiple floor
rooms in 3D and get
automatic figures for
perimeters, walls and
more.

* I[kea Home Plan-
ner Tools: The free,
easy-to-use home

planner tool from the
popular furniture giant
enables you to see how
items from the store
can look in your space
— before you bring

it home. The Kitch-

en Planner from the
company also makes

it simple to enter lkea
components and see
how much the pro-
posed kitchen design
may cost.

* Magic Plan: This
is another popular
feature-filled app for
planning designs.

The technology even
allows you to take a
picture of your exist-
ing room and create
floor plans.

* Planner 5D:

This is an extensive
room-design tool

that helps you design
rooms down to the
smallest architectural
details. It also can be
taken outdoors for
landscaping and pools,
utilizing 3D graphics.

* Room Scan Pro:
This app draws floor
plans simply by hav-
ing you hold the phone
up to a wall. The
software will then scan
the circumference and
plot out the requisite
measurements.

These are just a few
of the room planners
that can make it easier
to see what a finished
design product may
one day look like.
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Repair bare spots in the lawn

ARING for a lawn
to keep it lush and
green can require

equal measures of patience
and hard work. Various
invaders can attack grass
or contribute to its demise.
One problem many home-
owners face is bare spots.
Bare spots can occur
for various reasons. Heavy
foot traffic, grubs or other
pests, fungi, pet urine, or
too much or too little water

can contribute to bare spots.

The how-to resource The
Spruce says that correcting
the source of bare spots can
prevent new issues, particu-
larly if grubs or other pests
are damaging the grass.
Then homeowners can ad-
dress existing bare areas.

It is unlikely that bare
spots will just fill back in
on their own. Reseeding
spots or using sod to fill in
bare areas can help lawns
look lush.

* Begin by raking and
removing any dead grass
and other debris from the
lawn. Check to make sure
that grubs or insects are not
attacking the lawn. If they
are, use targeted treatment
options for those pests.

* Break up and aerate
any soil that is compacted
in the bare spot.

* Amend the soil in the
bare area with loamy soil
or compost to improve on
the nutritional makeup
and texture so that it is
amenable to grass-grow-
ing. If you notice that the
entire lawn is looking a
little sparse, top-dressing
the rest of the lawn at this
point also can help im-
prove its vitality.

* Sprinkle seeds in the
bare spot (disperse seeds
over the rest of the lawn
if you want to over-seed
and improve the thickness

of the lawn). If you prefer
sod, cut a portion of the
sod to fit the bare area and
place on the amended soil.
* The Scotts company
says to lightly water new-
ly seeded or sodded areas
daily for at least two weeks
to keep the top inch of soil
consistently moist but not
soggy. Gradually water
more as the seedlings de-
velop and the grass begins
to fill in. Deep water at
least once or twice a week
after the new grass reaches

mowing height.

* The grass should grow
slightly longer than the rest
of the lawn, and wait until
the color of the patched
area begins to blend in
with the rest of the lawn
before mowing. This could
take a few weeks, and the
area should be avoided until
then.

Eventually, and with
treatment, bare spots can be
remedied and become in-
distinguishable from other
areas of the lawn.

A lesson in building a
backyard retaining wall

LAT, even landscapes are often coveted in backyards.

F However, flat backyards are not always so easy to find.

Fortunately, varied terrain does not mean that certain
landscaping plans are entirely off limits, especially for home-
owners willing to build retaining walls.

Retaining walls help turn steep slopes in a yard into terraced
focal points. They also can reduce soil erosion in hilly areas
and can be used for aesthetic purposes, like raised planters, or
to create more usable space within the yard. When an inground
pool or pond is cut into a backyard hill, a retaining wall helps
keep the remaining portion of that hill from collapsing into the
cut-away area.

When contemplating retaining wall projects, a lesson
in physics and engineering may be needed. A sturdy and
long-lasting retaining wall needs to be built in a way that will
take into consideration the force of the soil and the point at
which the soil will begin to slide away, advises the experts
at The Family Handyman. If these calculations seem beyond
the scope of your ability, installation of a retaining wall is a
job best left to a professional. If you are ready to forge ahead,
these tips can get you started. However, it’s important to note
the potential benefits of working with others who have already
built a retaining wall.

* Safety first: Call to have underground utilities plotted and
marked before beginning any excavation.

* Map out your trench and begin to dig. The trench should
have a level, compacted base as it will be the foundation for
which the retaining wall materials, be they blocks, bricks or
wood, sit in. A crushed stone base will help anchor the courses
and serve to promote drainage. The Family Handyman says to
bury the first course of the retaining wall one-tenth the height of
the wall to prevent soil behind it from pushing the bottom out.

* Check for level. When placing blocks or timbers, make sure
they are even with the first and periodically check for level as
you go, advises the home improvement retailer Lowes®.

* Stagger and set back. The next row of blocks or material
should be positioned so that the joints are staggered for blocks,
bricks or wood. A masonry blade will be needed to cut the hard-
er materials; a circular saw will cut timber. Also, work against
gravity by setting the second course slightly back from the first
to help push back against the soil that is trying so hard to push
forward. Repeat the process as each level is placed. Many retain-
ing wall products are made with a lip to create this set back.

* Go with the grade. For especially steep slopes, a gradual
step-up design may be more secure and more appealing than a
very tall retaining wall. Each level of a stepped design should be
done like the first.

* Backfill with stone for drainage. Using a layer of stone be-
hind the retaining wall can help successfully direct water away
so it will not increase the weight of the soil behind the wall and
push against the retaining wall, advises The Home Depot.

Retaining walls serve different purposes in a yard. Building
such a wall requires planning and careful execution to ensure
the job is done correctly.
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House powerwashing tips

OWERWASH-

ING, also

known as pres-
sure-washing, utilizes a
high-velocity water spray
to remove dirt and residue
from the exterior surfaces
of a home. It is frequent-
ly used on vinyl siding,
concrete and sometimes
wood decks to treat mil-
dew and other growth that
accumulates over time.

Powerwashing can be
a great way to remove
grime without having to
scrub by hand. But it re-
quires a delicate touch to
get it right. Sometimes it
is best to leave the job to
professionals. But home-
owners willing to give it a
go can try powerwashing
themselves, as various
stores rent power washers.

The home improve-
ment website ImproveN-
et says that, until very
recently, pressure washers
were almost exclusively
commercial machines
sold to professionals or
rented to do-it-yourselfers.
Lately manufacturers have
targeted homeowners
looking to buy with light-
weight options. For those
who see powerwashing as
a routine venture, purchas-
ing a unit may be worth
the investment.

It is important to
exercise caution when
operating a powerwashing
machine. The high-veloc-
ity spray can tear through
skin. It is key to get a feel
for the washer, and try
less pressure first to get a
handle on the magnitude
of the tool.

Don safety gear prior to
using a pressure washer.
Gloves, eye protection
and ear protection can be
handy. Most units will
connect to a standard

Powerwashing the exterior of the home can be an
effective way to clean it in the spring and fall.

garden hose. Choose old
clothing and expect to get
wet. Never point a power-
washer hose at anyone and
do not attempt to rinse feet
or hands in the spray.

The renovation re-
source The Family Handy-
man suggests starting with
a wide-degree nozzle to
test out the spray on the
surface that needs to be
cleaned. A 15- or 25-de-
gree nozzle is usually the
wand for general cleaning
and paint stripping without
damaging the surface of
the home. Experiment
with an optimal distance
of the washer wand to
get the desired cleaning
effects without causing
any damage. Work using
a horizontal and slightly
downward angle to avoid
driving water up under the
siding of a home.

Avoid spraying any
electric wires or compo-

nents on the home. Also,
try not to spray upward,
and angle the spray away
from doors, windows and
vents.

Some washers have
reservoirs that will hold a
detergent solution. Choose
the right detergent for
the job. Keep in mind
that cleansers containing
bleach can damage sur-
rounding plants, so they
may need to be covered
while the washing takes
place.

Avoid the use of
ladders when operating a
powerwasher. The push-
back from the wand can
cause falls. Instead, opt
for an extension wand to
address the upper reaches
of'a home.

Powerwashing a home
is an effective way to
remove stubborn grime
and refresh the look of a
home’s exterior.
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Decor ideas to give homes a fresh look this spring

that spirit of renewal can take hold inside
a home.

Warm weather and longer hours of daylight
make spring a perfect time to imagine a home’s
interior design in a new light. The following are a
handful of decor ideas that may inspire homeown-
ers to give their homes an entirely new look this
spring.

» Wallpaper: Wallpaper fell out of favor years
ago, but new styles that aren’t so heavily pat-
terned can make for wonderful additions to any
room. Large-scale prints can give a room a whole
new feel without giving homeowners or their
guests the impression that they have stepped back
in time. A simple, mural-style floral wallpaper on
the walls surrounding a table in a breakfast nook
can bring nature inside.

* Pastel colors: Nothing embodies the spring
quite like pastel colors. If colorful, bright flowers
dot the garden in the backyard, homeowners can

Tips when

S PRING is a season of rejuvenation, and

bring those uplifting pastels inside by painting an
accent wall or even adding some brightly colored
accent furniture to rooms that could use a lift.

* Declutter: Clutter is often conquered during

spring cleaning sessions, but homeowners who want
to create more free-flowing interior spaces can
downsize their furniture and/or look for multipur-
pose features that make it hard for clutter to take
over a room. Create more open space in entertain-
ing areas by mounting the television and getting
rid of a bulky entertainment center. Create even
more space by replacing rarely used end tables
with a storage ottoman where books and maga-
zines can be stored to give a room a fresh, clean
look.

» Accent features: Sometimes the smallest chang-
es to an interior space make the biggest impression.
Replace dated accents like vases and table lamps
with newer items that reflect the latest styles and
trends. Such adjustments won’t break the bank, and
they can give rooms a whole new feel.

Spring is a great time to reconsider home interi-
ors. This spring homeowners can embrace various
strategies, both big and small, to give their homes
a whole new feel.

planting shade trees

EAUTIFUL
landscaping
can add instant

curb appeal to a property.
But beauty isn’t the only
thing that makes idyllic
landscaping attractive
to homeowners. Some
landscaping features,
such as shade trees, save
homeowners money while
adding aesthetic appeal.

The U.S. Department
of Energy notes that shad-
ing is the most cost-effec-
tive way to reduce solar
heat gain in a home. Shad-
ing also cuts air condition-
ing costs, which tend to
be expensive in areas with
warm, humid climates. In
fact, the DOE notes that
well-planned landscapes
can reduce unshaded
homes’ air conditioning
costs by anywhere from
15 to 50 percent.

When planting shade
trees, one of the first de-
cisions homeowners will

need to make is which
type of tree, deciduous or
evergreen, they want to
plant. Deciduous trees are
those that seasonally shed
their leaves, while ever-
greens are trees that keep
their leaves throughout the
year. Deciduous trees can
help keep homes cool in
the summer by blocking
sun, and those same trees
can be beneficial in winter
after they shed their leaves
by letting the sun in and
keeping homes warm.
But evergreens also can
be beneficial in winter by
blocking wind, potentially
preventing cold air from
making its way into a
home through cracks in
walls or around windows.
When planting shade
trees, techniques vary
depending on which type
of tree homeowners ulti-
mately choose to plant.

Planting

0
fdge

deciduous trees

The DOE says that
deciduous trees that are
between six and eight feet
tall when planted will be-
gin shading the windows
of a home within a year of
being planted. Depending
on the species of the plant
and the home, those same
deciduous trees may begin
shading the roof within
five to 10 years of being
planted. When planting
deciduous trees, home-
owners should keep these
tips in mind.

* Plant trees to the
south of the home. When
planted to the south of the
home, deciduous trees can
screen between 70 and
90 percent of the summer
sun while still allowing
residents to feel summer
breezes.

* Consider sun angles.
Homeowners who want
to shade their homes from
low afternoon sun angles
should plant trees with

Structures
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Come and see our displays!
Call for a FREE Literature Packet:

779-861-3542

3500 S. Chana Rd., Chana, IL 61015
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crowns that are lower to
the ground on the west
side of their homes.

* Cool air before it
reaches your home.
Shrubs and groundcover
plants can be planted to
cool air before it reaches
a home.

Evergreen trees
Planting evergreens to
block wind is known as
“windbreaking,” which
lowers the wind chill near
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a home. Wind also can
be used to cool a home in
summer. But these bene-
fits can only be realized
when evergreens are
strategically planted.

* Location, location,
location: The DOE ad-
vises planting evergreen
trees to the north and
northwest of the home to
stop wind. In addition,
to get the most bang for
your windbreaking buck,
the distance between the
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home and windbreak
should be two to five
times the height of the
mature tree.

* Plant trees on either
side of the house. Plant-
ing trees on either side
of the house will direct
cooling winds toward the
home in the summer.

Shade trees can help
homeowners reduce their
energy bills, making them
valuable and attractive ad-
ditions to any landscape.
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Choose the enduring beauty and durability of Trex® composite decking,
engineered to eliminate time-consuming maintenance while providing
superior scratch, fade, and stain resistance. VWhatever your personal style
and budget, the experts at Alexander Lumber will help you create the
deck of your dreams. Visit our showroom to start the design process.
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