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ST. CHARLES — For 
more than 65 years, farmers 
have turned to the Farm 
Progress Show for the latest 
information about new prod-
ucts and tools they can use to 
boost productivity and profit 
for their operations. And that 
tradition continues for 2020. 
What attendees will find 
when they travel to Boone, 
Iowa, for the show is an 
important event modified to 
serve this essential industry 
during a challenging time.

“We know that the mar-
ket is dealing with a lot of 
issues,” says Matt Jung-
mann, events manager, Farm 
Progress. “But agriculture 
is a critical business for this 
country and farmers are 
seeking ways to be better at 
what they do. And nowhere 
is that more possible than the 
Farm Progress Show.”

Important Business 
Gathering

State fairs across the 
Midwest have had to make 
the tough decision to cancel 
for 2020, often driven by the 
financial burden of losing key 
money-making components 
like concerts and midway 
carnivals. These are mass 

Farm Progress Show 2020 is a ‘GO’
gatherings that serve a much 
different purpose than an Ag 
tradeshow. Of interest to 
many is that while the state 
fairs are canceled, many 
states and groups are work-
ing to hold on to livestock 
events – further proof that 
agriculture is essential.

What separates Farm 
Progress Show from a state 
fair is that this is an im-
portant business event for 
an essential industry where 
targeted business is conduct-
ed between exhibitors and 
farmers. And in light of the 
current crisis, farmers are 
seeking more information 
and tools to boost profitabil-
ity than ever before. 

“The Farm Progress Show 
is not the place you turn 
to get the latest deep fried 
anything,” adds Jungmann. 
“We’re focused on providing 
a venue where farmers can 
see new tools, talk to industry 
experts and work to enhance 
the way they farm.”

State and Local Support
With support from officials 

in Iowa, show management is 
confident that hosting the Farm 
Progress Show in 2020 is filling 
an important service. “Farmers 

are challenged to find better 
ways to do everything from 
planting to spraying to har-
vest,” says Don Tourte, senior 
vice president Farm Progress. 
“That’s not easily done simply 
by sitting at home attending a 
virtual event. There’s a need 
to see this equipment up close 
and gain a better understanding 
of how it will work in their 
operations.”

Tourte adds that the Farm 
Progress events staff is work-
ing closely with a range of 
Iowa state agencies to ensure 
the show is conducted in a 
way that enhances safety 
of all those who participate 
while providing exhibitors the 
chance to reach key customers.

“Our events team has 
reviewed every aspect of 
this event with an eye toward 
exhibitor and visitor safety,” 
says Tourte. “Long-time 

visitors to the show will see 
immediate changes the mo-
ment they arrive, from one-
way streets to more space for 
physical distancing.”

Health and Safety 
The show staff is working 

diligently to deliver an impact-
ful and engaging event that 
prioritizes the health and safety 
of our visitors and exhibitors. 
New carefully considered plans 
for safety precautions and 
procedures will be introduced 
for this year’s Farm Progress 
Show. From easily accessible 
hand sanitizer stations, to en-
hanced cleaning procedures 
for buildings and facilities, 
changes to the event are work-
ing to enhance safety for all 
participants. The show has a 
long-time history of safe op-
eration, while offering visitors 
the most extensive gathering of 
exhibitors in the country.

BLOOMINGTON – Il-
linois farmer James Martin 
believes there’s more to 
farm profitability than just 
how many bushels per acre 
of soybeans he can harvest.  

Not that yield isn’t im-
portant –- but he also feels 
that improving the nutri-
tional value of the soybeans 
he grows is vital to increas-
ing market demand and 
boosting farm profitability 
for both soybean and live-
stock producers.

Martin, who farms near 
Wenona, has routinely sub-
mitted harvested soybean 
samples to the University 
of Minnesota for nutritional 
analysis over the past 10 
years. His objective is to 
determine which specific 
soybean varieties feature 
the highest protein and ami-
no acid levels that are most 
sought after by livestock 
producers.

Martin was recently 
recognized by the Illi-
nois Soybean Association 
(ISA) High Yield PLUS 
Quality (HY+Q) initiative 
for growing soybeans with 
outstanding livestock feed 
quality. The ISA HY+Q ini-
tiative is a soybean check-
off-funded program that 
has analyzed over 50,000 
samples over seven years 
and developed a ranking 
methodology to determine 
livestock nutritional value 
across hundreds of the most 
popular soybean varieties 
available today.

Illinois soybean producer looks beyond 
bushels per acre to better meet customer needs

The overall objectives of 
HY+Q are to supply farmers 
with this critical informa-
tion and encourage them to 
select and plant those vari-
eties with high nutritional 
value. The livestock feed 
value of soybeans is vitally 
important because 70 per-
cent of soybeans produced 
in the U.S. are used to feed 
livestock, including swine, 
poultry, dairy and beef cat-
tle. Soybean feed value is 
determined by the levels of 
seven essential amino acids 
that drive animal growth, 
productivity and profit for 
the livestock producer.

“Awareness for the im-
portance of meeting the 
unique needs of livestock 
producers with high-quality 
soybeans is growing rapid-
ly,” says Martin, who plants 
about three quarters of his 
soybean acreage to Syngen-
ta’s Golden Harvest and NK 
seed brands, and the balance 
to Asgrow and Pioneer soy-
bean varieties. “We are see-
ing increased involvement in 
the HY+Q program by major 
seed companies, including 
Syngenta, AgriGold and LG 
Seeds, and they are working 

closely with ISA to identify 
and promote those soybean 
varieties having high live-
stock feed value.”

Martin’s top-scoring va-
riety in 2019 was a Golden 
Harvest variety in the 3.1 
maturity group. This same 
variety scored very well in 
2017 and 2018 as well in 
terms of exceptional live-
stock feed value. “A good 
growing environment like 
we had in 2017 and 2018 
tends to boost soybean qual-
ity,” he explains. “But the 
growing conditions in 2019 
were anything but optimal. I 
was pleasantly surprised that 
this Golden Harvest variety 
scored so well.”

Last spring, cool and 
wet conditions throughout 
the most desirable planting 
window in April and May 
meant that Martin was plant-
ing soybeans well into June 
–- right up until the cut-off 
date for crop insurance. 
Then, from July 5 through 
the end of August, he only 
received about one-quarter 
inch of rain, and that limited 
moisture was spotty. 

David Wessel, a soybean 
producer and ISA director at 
large who farms near Chan-
dlerville, reports that he is 
putting increased emphasis 
on livestock feed-value 
rankings when selecting 
soybean varieties. To that 
end, he has been sending in 
soybean samples for nutri-
tional analysis the past two 
or three years. Having strong 

amino-acid profiles, he says, 
is just as important as having 
a handle on protein and oil 
characteristics.

“A lot of farmers don’t 
realize that they are losing 
money when they produce 
soybeans with low livestock 
feed value,” Wessel explains. 
“Both losses and gains in 
livestock feed market share 
are passed on to farmers 
and directly impact their 
pocketbooks. This is not 
only true with domestic 
livestock markets, but also 
with export markets. Many 
of the countries we export 
soybeans to are specifically 
looking for high amino-acid 
levels for their own livestock 
industries.”

Wessel adds that in-
creased seed-company in-
volvement in the ISA HY+Q 
initiative leads to more 
valuable, qualitative data to 
work with from field trials, 
breeding, and research and 
development efforts. “Giv-
en today’s farm economy, 
anything we can do to add 
more value to the soybeans 
we grow is a win-win for 
farmers and the agricultur-
al industry,” Wessel says. 
“Putting more emphasis on 
amino-acid profiles at the 
varietal level is a great way 
to help accomplish this.”

***
The Illinois Soybean 

Association (ISA) checkoff 
and membership programs 
represent more than 43,000 
soybean growers in Illinois. 
The checkoff funds market 
development, soybean in-
novation and profitability 
efforts, issues analysis, com-
munications and education. 
For more information, visit 
the website www.ilsoy.org.

Specializing in On Farm Repair
Call 815-849-5223 or Cellular 815-994-7543

www.sublette-mechanical.com 05272020
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Riley Klein
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We thank our local farmers for their hard work, 
passion, and resilience. We’re proud to support 
them with the comprehensive protection they 
need to support our tomorrow.  
Trust in Tomorrow.®

THE FUTURE RESTS ON
THOSE WHO RARELY DO

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell 
Mutual Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2020.

Amboy School Board waiting for rules on return to school this fall 
BY BONNIE MORRIS
Editor
AMBOY - Many people are wondering 

what precautions such as wearing masks 
will be in place when, and if, schools reopen 
for the 2020-2021 school year. One Amboy 
parent posed that question during the June 
18 Amboy Board of Education meeting but 
at this time, Superintendent Joshua Nichols 
said he cannot answer that question. 

Illinois schools have received the current 
CDC guidance and summer school guidance 
but nothing yet for reopening in the fall. 
Nichols said until school districts get guidance 

from the state, they do not know exactly what 
rules will apply to schools for conducting 
in-person instruction. 

PERSONNEL
Several personnel matters were handled 

by the board. They hired two teachers for the 
2020-21 school year at Amboy Junior High 
School, Kelsi Eyster, 8th grade ELA, and 
Michael Olson, special education.

They accepted the resignation of Cindy 
Mundell as part-time cook and hired her as 
assistant head cook at AJHS for the 2020-21 
school year. They accepted the resignation 
of Shelli Bump as part-time cook at Central 

School and approved her as a part-time caf-
eteria cook at AJHS for the 2020-21 school 
year. The board also approved extra-curricular 
positions for the 2020-21 school year.

Two retirement resignations were ac-
cepted, Scott Spangler as special education 
teacher, effective May 21, and Susan Shaw as 
library technician, effective May 20.

OTHER BUSINESS
The board accepted a bid from Life Touch 

for school photography services for a three-
year term and approved a managed services 
agreement with Single Path. They also ap-
proved the 2020-21 student handbooks.

Regarding the possibility of holding 
in-person graduation ceremonies, Nichols 
said later that individual 15-minute in-person 
graduations were held for junior high and high 
school students. 

While he is still hopeful that schools will 
be allowed to hold large, traditional gradua-
tion ceremonies for the Class of 2020 before 
August, it will depend on any new guidelines 
that are received from the state.

The next board of education meeting 
will be held at 7 p.m. on Thursday, July 16 
at Central School. All meetings are open to 
the public.

SUBLETTE – June 22 marked the fifth anniversary of the 
devastating tornado that hit the Sublette community. Most of 
the damage was done at Woodhaven Lakes and the several 
farmsteads near town.

Fortunately, no lives were lost and only minor injuries 
were reported. The tornado, which was listed as an EF3 with 
winds of 130 miles per hour, was spotted shortly after 8 p.m. 
and the first 9-1-1 call from Woodhaven Lakes to the Sub-
lette Fire Department was at 8:18 p.m. The fire department 
arrived at 8:26 p.m. and by 8:40 it had assessed the damage 
and immediately contacted MABAS (Mutual Aid Box Alarm 
System) for additional aid.

Over the next few days, more than 100 fire and rescue 
departments assisted with the rescue operations. Rescue teams 
came from as far as the Chicago area, southern Wisconsin 
and eastern Iowa. The Illinois Task Force, the state’s search 
and rescue team, responded with 80 members to also help 
with the rescue operations.

Most of the injuries from the tornado were treated on 
scene, however, one injured person was transported to OSF 
Saint Paul Medical Center in Mendota. A shelter was set up 
at Ellice Dinges Center to help those whose property was 
destroyed. Over 1,500 mobile homes were damaged or de-
stroyed and thousands of trees were uprooted.

At the time the tornado hit Woodhaven, there were only 
about 500 lots occupied. Had it happened on the 4th of July 
weekend, there would have been thousands of residents in 
the resort.

Although the major damage was centered on Woodhaven 

June 22 marked fifth anniversary of Sublette/Woodhaven tornado 

Lakes, there was also major damage to several farmsteads in 
the Sublette community.

The day after the tornado, Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner 
visited the site to assess the damage. On that day, the Sublette 

Fire Department was also challenged with another incident 
as one of the wind turbines just north of town burned.

The week after the storm, a church group from Kentucky 
came and spent a week helping with the cleanup.

State of Illinois to enter Phase 4 of reopening on Friday
CHICAGO – Governor 

JB Pritzker released plans 
to safely continue reopening 
businesses and industries as 
Illinois moves into Phase 4 
of the Restore Illinois plan. 
Working with public health 
officials and business repre-
sentatives, guidelines were 
developed to keep workers 
and customers safe as the 
economy recovers. All four 
regions of the state are cur-
rently on track to move into 
Phase 4 on June 26 as the state 
continues to make significant 
progress in reducing new 
COVID-19 cases, hospital-
izations, and deaths, with 
the average 7-day statewide 
case positivity rate falling to 
just 2.5 percent as of June 20. 

Phase 4 allows for the 

safe reopening or expansion 
of several key business seg-
ments – such as health and 
fitness, movies and theater, 
museums and zoos, as well 
as indoor dining at restau-
rants. Phase 4 also allows 
for expanded gathering sizes, 
increasing the limit from 10 in 
Phase 3, to 50 people or fewer. 
This expanded gathering limit 
extends to key activities like 
meetings, events, and funer-
als. For full guidance and 
other resources visit: Illinois.
gov/businessguidelines.

“Over the last four months, 
Illinoisans have pulled to-
gether with the common 
mission of keeping each other 
safe. By staying home and 
practicing social distancing, 
the rate of new COVID-19 

cases continues to drop and 
each region throughout the 
state is prepared to move 
to Phase 4 of the Restore 
Illinois plan,” said Governor 
JB Pritzker. “Science and data 
are the overarching guardrails 
for how Illinois will keep 
moving forward. By continu-
ing to wear face coverings 
and following the guidance 
from health experts we can 
continue to safely reopen our 
economy and move forward 
together.

“The state of Illinois has 
made great progress in slow-
ing the spread of COVID-19, 
largely because of the mea-
sures our administration 
enacted to protect residents 
and communities during this 
public health crisis,” said 

Illinois Department of Public 
Health Director Dr. Ngozi 
Ezike. “Our strategy to en-
courage social distancing and 
expand testing and contact 
tracing will enable Illinois 
communities to continue to 
take steps to reopen, to return 
to work and to resume daily 
activities.”

The Illinois Department 
of Public Health (IDPH) and 
the Illinois Department of 
Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity (DCEO) col-
laborated closely with local 
governments, businesses, 
and other stakeholders in the 
development of guidelines 
for Phase 4. In all, more than 
150 businesses and regional 
partners were consulted on 
the guidelines developed 

with IDPH to ensure align-
ment with the State’s Restore 
Framework and the latest 
public health data.

“From the beginning, our 
administration has worked 
tirelessly to find solutions 
for businesses and commu-
nities impacted by this crisis 
so they can reopen safely,” 
said DCEO Acting Director, 
Michael Negron. “These 
new guidelines for Phase 
4 represent our continued 
progress in overcoming the 
virus and will make way for 
hundreds of thousands more 
to return to work, and for 
more Illinoisans and Illinois 
businesses to come back into 
the economy.”

To ensure businesses 
can reopen safely, the state 

released a common set of 
standards expected of all em-
ployers, while also outlining 
industry-specific guidelines 
using a risk-based approach 
to support unique operational 
needs of businesses across the 
state. Industry guidance will 
help businesses and residents 
feel safe in returning to many 
of these new activities that 
have been closed for the past 
several months.

 Phase 4 of the Restore 
Illinois plan creates safety 
guidelines for the follow-
ing permitted activities and 
businesses to resume, with 
capacity rules in place.

See PHASE 4 page A4

AMBOY — There are only a few days 
left to get your house decorated and entered 
into the 2020 Patriotic Decorating Contest. 
This contest is sponsored by Amboy Food 
and Liquor, The City of Amboy, and The 
Amboy News.

The reason for the contest is because due 
to continuing restrictions on public gather-
ings, local Fourth of July events have been 
canceled.  This is a chance to show your 
patriotism, your good taste, your decorating 
prowess or just have some fun. 

Prizes will be awarded to the top five, and 
each winner will receive one of the prizes 
pictured below. The prizes are on display at 
Amboy Food and Liquor and include a Yeti 
cooler, a fire pit, and a golf bag.

Residents are encouraged to upload a photo 

of their house decorated for the Fourth of 
July. One entry per address. Exterior theme, 
all decorations must be visible to the street. 
Residents must reside in the following zip 
codes: 61310, 61318, 61324, 61331, 61367 
and 61378

Deadline: Entries are being accepted 
now and should be uploaded before 5 p.m., 
Saturday, June 27, for entry.

Voting: Voting begins online at 5:01 p.m., 
on Saturday, June 27 and remains open until 
5 p.m., on Sunday, July 5.

Winners: Winners will be announced in the 
July 8th edition of the Amboy News. 

To view the contest, enter and vote, visit 
www.AmboyNews.com and click on the 
banner ad for the 2020 Patriotic Decorating 
Contest.

Deadline extended in 
Kids Coloring Contest

AMBOY — The deadline to enter the Fourth of July 
Coloring Contest has been extended to Wednesday, July 1.

All children 10 years old and younger were invited to color 
the Fourth of July scene below and submit it to Amboy Food 
and Liquor for a chance to win fabulous prizes.

One Entry Per Child.
Entries must be received at Amboy Food and Liquor by 

5 p.m., on Wednesday, July 1. All coloring pages will be 
hung in the window of the grocery store and issued a entry 
number. The public is invited to vote for the winner between 
Wednesday, July 1 and Saturday, July 4 at the grocery store by 
voting for a certain entry number. Winners will be announced 
in the July 8th edition of the Amboy News.

Prizes are awarded for the top 5 places.
This contest is sponsored by Amboy Food and Liquor, the 

City of Amboy and the Amboy News.

White awards public 
library per capita and 
equalization aid grants

AMBOY — Illinois Secretary of State and State Librar-
ian Jesse White has awarded $15.4 million in FY20 Illinois 
Public Library Per Capita and Equalization Aid Grants to 638 
public libraries statewide serving almost 12 million patrons.

Locally, the Pankhurst Memorial Library was awarded a 
grant in the amount of $3,125.

“Due to resource disruptions caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic, our public libraries have never been more important 
and these funds will help them continue to serve the public with 
valuable resources,” White said. “Libraries have remained 
committed by providing drive-up WiFi access, significantly 
increasing the use of eBook collections and implementing 
curbside services. I am extremely proud of the outstanding 
service Illinois’ public libraries provide to residents.  I truly 
believe libraries are cornerstones of our communities and I 
am pleased to provide funding to help them serve the public, 
especially during this time.”
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WELCOME BACK TO THE CATHOLIC MASS
Although, a dispensation to attend Sunday Mass is still in effect by the Bishop of Rockford, our 

three beautiful Catholic Churches will now celebrate the Holy Eucharist for Mass attendance 
numbers of 30% of our Churches’ capacity.  This means a minimum of 28 people in West 

Brooklyn and Maytown and a minimum of 38 persons in Sublette.  These numbers are based 
on keeping the social distancing rules recommended by the CDC.  Although there are several 
measures that must be taken (such as: all Mass-goers must wear a mask) there are just a few 
changes to our liturgy (no Sign of Peace will be offered to fellow parishioners).  Our Ushers 
have been trained in how to sanitize our Church, and we simply ask that you follow all their 

instructions that we would be able to safely worship God abiding by all the Health regulations.  
Because the Mass is limited to a few attendees, we are asking you to make a reservation for the 
Mass that you would like to attend.  You may either call 815-849-5412 or make a reservation on 

our website: www.olphmarystpatrick.com.

Saturday, June 27th 
Confession: St.  Patrick Church, Maytown  

2:00 pm – 3:30 pm
Mass at 4:00 pm  

at Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Sublette
Mass at 5:30 pm  

at St.  Mary of the Assumption, West Brooklyn

Sunday, June 28th
Confessions: Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Sublette 

 9:15 – 10:00 am 
Mass at 8:00 am  

at St. Patrick Church, Maytown 
Mass at 10:30 am  

at Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Sublette
06242020

PLUS$99
INSTALLATION WITH FREE

IN-HOME
EEESSSTTTIIIMMMAAATTTEEE!!!********

RECEIVE A $25
WALMAAARRRTTTRRT GGGIIIFFFTTT CCCAAARRRDDD

815-673-7555
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!
• THE ONLY ONE-PIECE
SEAMLESS DEBRIS SHEDDING
GUTTER SYSTEM

• MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY
FOR YOUR HOME

• SCRATCHGUARD® PAINT FINISH

• LIFETIME NO-CLOG WARRANTY

is the permanent, clog-free gutter solution!*
*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

†Does not include cost of material. Expires 6/30/20. **All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home 
product consultation will receive a  $25 gift card.  Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by Englert LeafGuard. Limit one per household. 
Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or 
involved with  life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a  photo 
ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a  contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of 
Company or  affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a  Company in-home consultation 
within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except 
that Company may  substitute a  gift  of  equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first 
class  United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount 
of any kind. Offer is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 6/30/20. 

2020 Patriotic 
Decorating Contest

Show your patriotism, your good taste, your Show your patriotism, your good taste, your 
decorating prowess or just have fun by entering decorating prowess or just have fun by entering 

the Fourth of July Home Decorating Contest. the Fourth of July Home Decorating Contest. 

Deadline: Entries are being accepted now and should be upload-
ed before 5 p.m., Saturday, June 27, for entry.

Voting: Voting begins online at 5:01 p.m., on Saturday, June 27 
and remains open until 5 p.m., on Sunday, July 5.

Winners: Winners will be announced in the July 8th edition of 
the Amboy News. 

Grand Prize: The top 5 winners receive one of the prizes pictured 
below.

City of Amboy

To view the contest, enter and vote, 
visit www.AmboyNews.com and click on 

the banner ad.
This contest is sponsored by: 

Set of Bud 
Light Chairs

Golf Bag Captain Morgan 
Fire Pit

Yeti Soft Cooler

Miller Lite Sign
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Serving The Amboy 
Area For Over 

100 YearsJones-Berry Lumber Co.
HARDWARE & 

BUILDING 
MATERIAL

1 South Commercial 
Amboy •  815-857-2525

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7 - 5  
Sat. 8 - 3 • Sun. 10 -1

Item: Pricing:
#1 Shock Plus .............................................................$4.29
Algicide 20% 1 Gal.....................................................$13.69
Muratic Acid 1/2 Gal.....................................................$7.09
Liquid Chlorine.............................................................$3.49
3” Chlorine Tabs 12#..................................................$50.39

06
14

20
17

POOL 
SUPPLIES

CELEBRATING OVER 100 YEARS OF SERVICE
TO AMBOY & THE SURROUNDING AREAEarly Deadlines

The Amboy News will have 

EARLY 
DEADLINES

for our issue on July 1 due to the 
Fourth of July Holiday.

The advertising deadline will be 
Thursday, June 25 at Noon.

The editorial deadline will be  
Friday, June 26 at 10 a.m.

The July 1st edition will be distributed 
on the afternoon Monday, June 29.

The Amboy News office will be closed 
on Friday, July 3rd for the holiday.

06102020

GREEN RIVER 
CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. Colin Baker, D.C. - CCSP®

Kids - Family - Athletes - Auto Accidents - Worker’s Comp

Keep your health flowing with chiropractic care!

06
24

20
20

THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME.
THERE’S NO COVERAGE LIKE OURS.
From discouraging crime to preparing for 
weather, we offer resources to help you 
protect your home from the elements - both 
criminal and natural. If the worst does 
happen, rely on us to help get you back 
under your roof. Trust in Tomorrow.®

Chris Klein

Our Family Protecting Your Family For 50 YearsOur Family Protecting Your Family For 50 Years

Thank You’s
Thank you to all those that donate Aluminum cans.  

If You are in Need
If you or someone else you know needs anything, for 

example, food, toiletries, or medicine, please don’t hesitate 
to contact Eileen Piper at 815-440-8195.  She can arrange 
for someone to pick and drop off those items in a safe and 
timely manner.

Mini Food Pantry
We have devised a small pantry in the hallway of Teen Turf. 

The outside door is always open.  We have snacks, school 
supplies, and other fun items. Please take what you need. We 
will continue this program until the epidemic is over.  If you 
need something in particular, don’t hesitate to call Eileen at 
815-440-8195 or call Teen Turf at 815-857-4800.  

Teen Turf refrigerated food giveaway
Mark your calendars, due to a blessing from United Way, 

Teen Turf will be having a free perishable food giveaway on 
July 1 from 10-11 a.m. at the Teen Turf building at 235 West 
Main in Amboy.  

A Note to say hello or Happy Birthday in June
If you know any person, young or old who is need of a 

Hello or a Happy Birthday. Please reach out to us via Facebook 
Messaging or please call Eileen Piper at 815-440-8195. We 
have given out over 75+ cards.

Final Word
When evil darkens our world, give us light. When de-

spair numbs our souls, give us hope. When we stumble and 
fall, lift us up. When doubts assail us, give us faith. When 
nothing seems sure, give us trust. When ideals fade, give us 
vision. When we lose our way, be our guide. That we may 
find serenity in Your presence, and purpose in doing Your 
will. John D. Rayner

PAW PAW-The American 
Red Cross will hold a Blood 
Drive from 1 to 6 p.m. on 
Friday, June 26, at Paw Paw 
Elementary School, 511 
Chapman. Call 800-733-
2767 or visit RedCrossBlood.

org to make an appointment 
to donate.

AMBOY-The First Bap-
tist Church Food Pantry, 24 
N. Mason Ave., will be open 
on Thursday, July 2, from 5 

to 7 p.m. Call 815-440-2078 
for more information.

AMBOY-St.  Patrick 

Food Pantry, 32 N. Jones 
Ave., will be open from 9 
to 10 a.m. on Wednesday, 
July 15.

BYRON – Employees at Exelon Generation’s Byron 
Generating Station recently set a goal to raise $25,000 for 
local food pantries to help families affected by the corona-
virus pandemic. 

The nuclear plant’s workers eclipsed that goal, raising 
more than $35,000 for nearly two dozen area food banks. 
About half of the amount raised went to Northern Illinois 
Food Bank.

“Our essential workforce continues to safely generate 
carbon-free electricity for the region. But after seeing local 
job losses and a weakening economy, our employees wanted 
to do something positive for the region and beyond,” said 
Mark Kanavos, site vice president at Byron Generating 
Station. “We all know someone affected in some way by the 
coronavirus pandemic. Helping to fill food pantry shelves is 
just one way we can assist in this time of need.”

Byron Station’s employee resource groups (ERGs) also 
contributed funds from their respective committees, each of 
which has a specific focus area like military charity support, 
nuclear power education and employee goodwill.

“In these challenging days the donations received by Bread 
of Life Food Pantry and Soup Kitchen in Stillman Valley are 
making it possible to feed our neighbors in need,” said Bread 
of Life board member Alicia Lindholtz. “Exelon Generation 
has shown itself once again to be generous and community 
minded. We are very grateful for their support.”

Byron Generating Station employees donated to the fol-
lowing food banks/pantries:

Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry, Belvidere-Boone County 
Food Pantry, Bread of Life of Stillman Valley, Community 
Food Pantry of Dixon, Echo Food Bank of Janesville (Wis.), 
Feeding America, Freeport Area Church Cooperative, Lifeline 
& Self Help of Oregon, New Life Community Center of For-
reston, Northern Illinois Food Bank, Pecatonica Community 
Food Pantry, People Helping People of Byron, Rochelle 
Christian Food Pantry, Rock River Food Pantry, Rockford 
Rescue Mission, Sauk Valley Food Bank, Sycamore Food 
Pantry, Sycamore United Methodist Food, and Walworth 
(Wis.) County Food Pantry

Employees raise money 
for local food pantries

Dozens of endangered 
turtles to be released

 
FRANKLIN GROVE — More than 70 threatened 

Blanding’s turtles will be released in two prairie preserves 
for the first time thanks to a new collaborative species pro-
tection program involving The Nature Conservancy (TNC) 
of Illinois, Forest Preserve Districts in DuPage and Lake 
Counties, Richardson Wildlife Foundation and Northern 
Illinois University. 

Scientists plan to release the year-old turtles, known for 
their apparent permanent “smile,” at Nachusa Grasslands 
and the Richardson Wildlife Foundation, which together 
encompass nearly 6,000-acres of restored prairie, woodlands 
and wetlands in Lee County. 

A large threat to the species is predation—survival rates 
increase as the turtles grow and reach adulthood. It’s something 
many of them don’t live to see—currently, the turtles are a 
needle in a haystack on this land and others in the state, with 
less than 20 remaining on both sites. Studies show that most 
Blanding’s nests are raided by raccoons and other animals. 

“We are invested in protecting and expanding populations 
of the few turtles that remain,” said Elizabeth Bach, Eco-
system Restoration Scientist for The Nature Conservancy 
at Nachusa Grasslands. “It’s truly an extraordinary wildlife 
effort involving the collaboration of scientists from across 
the state. We’re excited to be part of this species’ critical and 
rewarding conservation journey.” 

Eggs were collected one year ago at both sites, a diffi-
cult, delicate and often days-long process requiring a deep 
dedication from the scientists involved. The eggs were then 
incubated by the Forest Preserve District of DuPage County. 
Once hatched, the hatchlings were transferred to the Lake 
County Forest Preserve District, where experts have raised 
the baby turtles ever since, a process called headstarting. 

In the wild, Blanding’s hatchlings hibernate during the 
winter months, but at the facility in Lake County, they stay 
awake to eat, potentially growing to the size of a three to 
four-year-old turtle in a year’s time. Turtles are released back 
into the wild when they grow large enough to better protect 
themselves from predators.  

A team from the Department of Biological Sciences at 
Northern Illinois University will place custom-built transmitters 
on a portion of the Blanding’s turtles ahead of the release at 
each site to track survival rates. 

“The headstart program has been crucial to helping stabilize 
and grow the Blanding’s turtle population in Lake County,” 
said Gary Glowacki, Wildlife Ecologist at the Lake County 
Forest Preserve District. “We’re thrilled to support this effort at 
Nachusa Grasslands and the Richardson Wildlife Foundation.”

The species is one of seven endangered turtles native 
to Illinois. The Blanding’s turtle release will supplement 
an existing small and vulnerable population of animals to 
their habitats and is, ultimately, a step to restore the whole 
ecosystem. As the climate rapidly changes, this is also a 
demonstration of the importance of land protection and how 
a connected landscape can support a species as populations 
are forced to relocate and adjust to these profound changes. 
Illinois residents can get involved in the initiative by learning 
about a main cause of habitat loss – human development. 

OSFM stresses fireworks 
safety during 4th of July

SPRINGFIELD — The 4th of July is usually celebrated 
with cookouts, outdoor activates and fireworks shows. Due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, many communities have canceled 
their displays. This is raising concerns about an increase in 
use of novelty fireworks and illegal fireworks in Illinois.

Illinois State Fire Marshal Matt Perez says, “Due to nu-
merous community fireworks displays being canceled, we 
are concerned that people will resort to lighting fireworks 
in their backyard. It is important to remember fireworks are 
dangerous and should only be used by someone who has 
a permit and the proper training. We still want people to 
remember our safety message; Fireworks: Leave them to 
the Professionals!”

According to the National Fire Protection Association, 
fireworks started an estimated 19,500 fires in 2018, including 
1,900 structure fires, 500 vehicle fires, and 17,100 outside 
and other fires. These fires caused five deaths, 46 civilian 
injuries, and $105 million in direct property damage in the 
United States. These fires are not only caused by commercial/
consumer fireworks, but also by unregulated novelty fireworks 
that are sometimes purchased at local supermarkets.

“Home fireworks should be limited to “novelties” including 
sparklers, snappers, poppers, etc. as can be purchased in any 
general retailer.  Even these can be very dangerous. Sparklers 
account for the greatest number of fireworks injuries, and often 
to the youngest victims. Sparklers burn in excess of 1,200 
degrees – hot enough to melt many metals and hot enough 
turn steel glowing red.  An instantaneous touch of this will 
cause a burn and may result in permanent damage or scarring,” 
said Bob Wetzel OSFM Fire Safety Compliance Manager.

Healthcare facilities reported 126 persons having been 
injured and one person killed by fireworks during the 2019 
seasonal reporting period in Illinois, which is between June 
23 and July 20. 

Males accounted for around 71 percent compared to just 
27 percent females of all reported fireworks injuries. Almost 
half of all injuries (48 percent) occurred to persons over 22 
years of age. Children under 6 years of age and 7-10 years 
old accounted for 22 percent of all injuries.
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Clara “Betty” Elizabeth North
Dec. 3, 1938 - June 22, 2020

The Following 
Community 
Businesses 

Sponsor Area 
Church News:

Sensient  Flavors,  LLC.
815-857-3691

First National Bank 
in Amboy

Member F.D.I.C.
815- 857-3625

Mihm-Jones Funeral 
Home

815-857-2611

Vaessen Brothers
 Chevrolet  

815-849-5232

KSB Medical Center 
815-857-3044

The Amboy News
815-857-2311

St. Patrick Church
Rev. Timothy Draper
32 N Jones, Amboy 

815-857-2315 • www.stpatrickamboy.org
Masses: Monday, Wednesday & Friday 5 pm

Tuesday & Thursday 7 am
Saturday 4 pm • Sunday 9 am

Confessions: Saturday, 3-3:45 pm
Wednesday, 5:30-6:15 pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Friday, 8am-5 pm

St. Mary Church
Rev. Timothy Draper

912 Walton Rd., Walton
815-857-2670

Mass: Saturday, 5:30 pm

First Congregational United Church of 
Christ of Lee Center

Pastor Jack M. Briggs
1140 Inlet Road, Lee Center
www.LeeCenter-UCC.org

Phone 815-732-7032 
Family Worship - 10:30 a.m.  

St. Flannen Church
Rev. Timothy Draper

213 S Second St., Harmon
815-857-2670

Mass: Sunday, 7:30 am

United First Church of Amboy
Pastor Mark Glenn

East Main & Jefferson
815-440-0745

Sunday Worship - 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

Grace Fellowship Church
Amboy-Sublette

Pastor Brian McWethy
500 W. Main Street, Sublette

Sunday School 8:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

www.graceisforyou.com

East Grove Union Church
Pastor Richard Wulf, 815-440-5321

449 Reuter Road, Amboy
Phone 815-376-6661

1/2 Mile East of Route 26 on Union Rd.
Sun., 9:00 a.m. Morning Service
Youth Church, ages 3-Grade 4

10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Ages 3 - Adult
6:00 p.m. Evening Service

Wed., 6:00 p.m. Prayer & Bible Study
First Sunday night of each month, 6:00p.m. 

First Sunday Family Film Night
Fourth Saturday of each month, 6:00p.m.

“Fun & Fellowship Game Night 
for the Whole Family!”

Come as you are and join us on the journey!

 First Baptist Church
Pastor Rocky Fritz

24 N. Mason Avenue
Church Phone 857-2682

www.fbcamboy.com
Sunday School for all ages - 9:30 a.m.

Morning Service - 10:30 a.m.
Evening Service - 6 p.m.

Wed. prayer meeting & Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
King’s Kids program from 6:30-8 p.m. Friday 
Reformers Unanimous addictions program 

from 7-9 p.m.

St. James Evangelical 
Congregational Church
Robert Dunbar., Pastor

US Route 52 & Red Brick Rd.,Dixon
815-288-2447

Sunday 10:45 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

Ladies Bible Study, Wed. 9 a.m.

St. Mary’s Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

West Brooklyn
Tuesday & Thursday - 7:30 a.m.

Saturday - 5:30 p.m.

St. Patrick Church
Rev. Randy Fronek - Maytown

Mass - Fri. 8 a.m., Sun, 8 a.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor Barb Otten
960 U.S. Route 52
Phone 857-2225

Sun. Worship - 9:00 a.m. Fellowship - 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School - 9:40-10:15 a.m.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

Locust Street, Sublette
Phone 815-849-5412

Saturday Mass - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass -10:30 a.m.

Wednesday - 8:00 a.m.
Thursday - 8:30 a.m.

Refuge Church
Pastor John Kalebaugh

Mendota Hills Campground • 642 Rt. 52
Amboy, IL 61310 • 815-849-5930

10 a.m. Sunday, potluck follows

Harmon United Methodist Church
Pastor Leanne Keate

202 N. Grove, Harmon
Phone 359-7302

Worship - 8:30 a.m.

YOUR COMFORT 
SYSTEM SPECIALISTS

Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning • Refrigeration • Installation
Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning • Refrigeration • Installation

815-882-2111 | 815-875-2540
404 W. Main St., McNabb, IL • www.grassersplumbingheating.com404 W. Main St., McNabb, IL • www.grassersplumbingheating.com

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

YOUR COMFORTYOUR COMFORT
SYSTEM SPECIALISTSSYSTEM SPECIALISTS

LICENSED & INSURED

GET YOUR
AIR CONDITIONER

CHECKED & CLEANED
OR REPLACE THAT

OLD UNIT WITH A NEW
HIGH EFFICIENCY AMERICAN

STANDARD UNIT.

FREEFREE
ESTIMATES!ESTIMATES!

06
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20
20

ANDERSON’S SERVICE 
AND TOWING, INC.

105 S. Mason St., Amboy

815-857-3494
24 Hour Towing: 815-973-8955

WE ARE HERE TO SERVE YOUWE ARE HERE TO SERVE YOU

04222020

Complete Automotive RepairComplete Automotive Repair

815-539-5142
northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N
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02

20
16

ART ESPE
Agent
221 N. Mason
Amboy, IL 61310
(815) 857-2624
art@artespe.com

GET TO A BETTER STATE.®          CALL ME TODAY.

Take the guesswork out of your 
insurance. Whether itʼs your car, home, life, or more, I 
can help you feel good about your coverage, as well as 
the price youʼre paying.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, 
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, 

Bloomington, IL, State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

Meetings and events: 
Venues and meeting spaces 
can resume with the lesser 
of up to 50 people OR 50% 
of overall room capacity. 
Multiple groups are permitted 
given facilities have space to 
appropriately social distance 
and can limit interaction be-
tween groups. This includes 
activities such as conferences 
and weddings.

Indoor and Outdoor rec-
reation: Revised guidelines 
to allow select indoor recre-
ation facilities (e.g., bowling 
alleys, skating rinks), as well 
as clubhouses to reopen. 
Indoor recreation to operate 
at lesser of 50 customers OR 
50% of facility capacity with 
outdoor recreation allowing 
group sizes of up to 50, and 
permitting multiple groups 
given facilities have space to 
appropriately social distance 
and can limit interaction be-
tween groups; concessions 
permitted with restrictions.

Indoor Dining: Indoor 
dining can reopen with 
groups of 10 or less, with 
tables spaced 6-feet apart in 
seated areas and with stand-
ing areas at no more than 25% 
of capacity.

Museums: Can reopen 
with no more than 25% oc-
cupancy, and with interactive 
exhibits and rides closed; 
guided tours should be lim-
ited to 50 people or fewer per 
group; museums should have 
a plan to limit congregation 

via advance ticket sales and 
timed ticketing; concessions 
permitted with restrictions.

Zoos: Can reopen with no 
more than 25% occupancy, 
and with interactive exhibits, 
indoor exhibits, and rides 
closed; guided tours should 
be limited to 50 people or 
fewer per group; zoos should 
have a plan to limit congre-
gation via advance ticket 
sales and timed ticketing; 
concessions permitted with 
restrictions.

Cinema and Theatre: 
Indoor seated theaters, cin-
emas, and performing arts 
centers to allow admission of 
the lesser of up to 50 guests 
OR 50% of overall theater or 
performance space capacity 
(applies to each screening 
room); outdoor capacity lim-
ited to 20% of overall theater 
or performance space capac-
ity; concessions permitted 
with restrictions.

Outdoor seated specta-
tor events: Outdoor spec-
tator sports can resume with 
no more than 20% of seating 
capacity; concessions per-
mitted with restrictions.

Film production: Allow 
no more than 50% of sound 
stage or filming location ca-
pacity; crowd scenes should 
be limited to 50 people or 
fewer.

Industries with revised 
guidelines in Phase 4:
Youth and Recreational 

Sports: Revised guidelines 

PHASE 4 continued from page A1
allow competitive gameplay 
and tournaments; youth and 
recreational sports venues 
can operate at 50% of fa-
cility capacity, 20% seating 
capacity for spectators, and 
group sizes up to 50 with 
multiple groups permitted 
during practice and com-
petitive games given venues 
have space to appropriately 
social distance and can limit 
interaction between groups; 
concessions permitted with 
restrictions.

Health and fitness cen-
ters: Revised guidelines 
allow gyms to open at 50% 
capacity and allow group 
fitness classes of up to 50 
people with new safety 
guidelines for indoors, with 
multiple groups permitted 
given facilities have space to 
appropriately social distance 
and can limit interaction 
between groups.

Day camps: Water-based 
activities permitted in accor-
dance with IDPH guidelines; 
no more than 50% of facility 
capacity with group size of no 
more than 15 participants in 
a group, unless participants 
changing weekly.

Tom and Deb Mead 
were recognized for their 
hard work on their lawn 
and were named Marion 
Township Yard of the 
Month.

Photo submitted

RECOGNIZED

DIXON — Clara “Betty” 
Elizabeth North, 81, of Dix-
on, passed away Monday, 
June 22, 2020, at her home 
in Dixon, surrounded by her 
family. 

Betty was born Dec. 3, 
1938, in Lee County, the 
daughter of Jess and Anna 
(Griffith) Partington. She 
married Edwin “Butch” 
North on June 17, 1961, in 
Dixon. He preceded her in 
death on Nov. 25, 2018. Betty 
was a member of Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Dixon. 

Betty was a loving wife, 
mother, and grandmother. 
She enjoyed traveling with 
her family and spoiling her 
grandchildren. She loved 
bowling, golfing and lunch-
ing with her girlfriends. 
Antiquing and decorating her 
home was her passion. Betty 
was a beautiful seamstress. 
Her originals included a col-
lection of wedding dresses, 
baptismal gowns and special 
occasion dresses all mostly 

for family.
She is survived by her 

four children, Dave (Denise) 
North, Doug North, both of 
Dixon, Linda (Todd) Thom-
as, Laurie (Todd) Baer, both 
of Minn.; nine grandchildren, 
Colin Voigt, Cole Voigt, Kyle 
Thomas, Austin North, Alex 
North, Anna Baer, Samantha 
Baer, Jake North, and Addi-
son North; two sisters, Janice 
(Arlan) Ayres, of Chandler, 
Ariz., and Joyce (Duane) 
Burkhart, one brother, Jesse 
M.(Ronda) Partington, one 
sister-in-law, June Parting-
ton, all of Dixon. 

Clara was preceded in 
death by her parents, five 
siblings, John Partington, 
James (Mona) Partington, 
Patrick (Lurita) Partington, 
Lila (John) Burhenn, and 
Alvera (Ray) Forney.

Private family graveside 
service will be on Friday, 
June 26, 2020, at Prairie 
Repose Cemetery in Amboy, 
with Pastor David Schweppe, 

officiating. Cremation rites 
have been accorded.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials may be directed to 
Immanuel Lutheran Church 
in Dixon or St. Jude’s Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital.

Arrangements were com-
pleted by Preston-Schilling 
Funeral Home in Dixon.

Condolences may be sent 
to www.prestonschilling.
com.
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SOCIAL NEWS
The Book Nook

By:
Tatjana Kazan

A Vanished World

The 
Pastor’s 
Pen

Strive To Be Kind And Goodhearted

245 E. Main St. • P.O. Box 162 • Amboy, IL 61310-0162

Tonja Greenfield
General Manager

Office: 815-857-2311
Fax: 815-857-2517

tgreenfield@amboynews.com 

Phone (815) 849-5232
or 1(800) 227-5203
Fax (815) 849-5516

GARY DINGES
(815) 857-2110

EVENINGS

06242020

They are gone now. Fled, banished in death or exile, 
lost, undone. Over the land sun and wind still move 
to burn and sway the trees, the grasses. No avatar, 

no scion, no vestige of that people remains. On the lips of 
the strange race that now dwells there their names are myth, 
legend, dust.” So ends Cormac McCarthy’s first novel “The 
Orchard Keeper” from 1965. The vanished people are from 
a tiny isolated place called Red Branch in the hill country of 
eastern Tennessee between the wars.

It is a pastoral world in which traditional values such as 
community and religion have deteriorated under the esca-
lating pressure of urbanization, commercial expansion, and 
governmental intrusions upon the lives of the novel’s char-
acters. McCarthy metaphorically depicts the precariousness 
of their lives: “At that time there was a place in the gap of 
the mountain called the Green Fly Inn … At times the whole 
building would career madly to one side as though headlong 
into collapse. The drinkers would pause, liquid tilting in their 
glasses, the structure would shudder violently, a broom would 
fall, a bottle, and the inn would slowly right itself and assume 
once more its normal reeling equipoise. The drinkers would 
raise their glasses, talk would begin again.”

The story revolves around three characters: Marion 
Sylder, a bootlegger, John Wesley Rattner, a young mountain 
boy, and Uncle Arthur Ownby, an old, solitary woodsman, 
who lives with his ancient dog Scout beside a rotting apple 
orchard. But Arthur still dreams: “If I was a younger man, 
he told himself, I would move to them mountains. I would 
find me a clearwater branch and build me a log house with a 
fireplace. And my bees would make black mountain honey. 
And I wouldn’t care for no man.”

One night “Marion Sylder came through the door of the 
inn resplendent in gray gabardines, the trousers pressed to a 
knife edge, the shirt creased thrice across the back in military 
fashion.” Later on he picks up a hitchhiker who attempts to 
murder and rob him. Sylder kills the man in self-defense and 
dumps the corpse in a gravel pit on Arthur’s property. The 
robber is Kenneth Rattner, John Wesley’s father who had 
deserted his family. Still, John Wesley’s mother makes him 
vow to take vengeance on his father’s killer. Sylder and Arthur 
befriend the boy and become his mentors. The ending is as 
bleak as the incessant mountain rain, though John Wesley 
does decide to leave to escape the fate of his people.

I should add that this is an exasperating novel, as detailed 
in a 1965 review: “Dense prose packed with elaborate figures 
of speech; deliberate ambiguity, hints and withheld informa-
tion; confusion in time and place, flashbacks that fail to shed 
much light into the intermittent gloom.” 

BY PASTOR JOHN 
KALEBAUGH

Take heed that you 
do not despise one 
of these little ones, 

for I say to you that in heaven 
their angels always see the 
face of My Father who is 
in heaven.” Matthew 18:10. 
What an amazing verse this 
is. Our Lord had just finished 
challenging His followers 
to become like ‘children’ 
by modeling their humility 
and innocence (vs 4). He 
then gives us a glimpse into 
Heaven’s perspective and 
activity by telling them that 
angels are actually commis-
sioned by God with the task 
of their care. Truly a powerful 
and eye-opening Scripture.

This should serve as both 
a comfort and a challenge 
to those of us reading this. 
It is comforting to know 
that even as children we are 
given angels from our Heav-
enly Father with the express 
purpose of ministering to 
us in whatever capacity is 
needed. It is also very likely 
that these same angels may 
be the ones to escort us to 
heaven when our life in this 
world is over... And though 
angels are not on the same 
level of power as almighty 
God – it is comforting to 
know non-the-less.

Yet the “challenge” of 
this same Scripture is “not 
to despise” or offend one 
of these little ones. We will 
give an account to God for 
our personal interaction with 
the children God chooses to 
place in our lives. Whether 
we realize it or not – this is 
a fact – straight from the 

Bible. Their angels… behold 
the face of God. We should 
always strive to be kind and 
good hearted to the children 
and other people in our lives 
and to teach them godliness. 

Our influence can be 
life-changing. To this day I 
can still remember the adults 
(many of them gray-haired) 
who had a good and godly 
influence upon my life. They 
have since gone home to be 
with the Lord – but their godly 
influence still continues to-
day. And we may never know 
when or how our actions 
and words may affect and 
influence another individual 
in a timeless way. Not just 
our children, but adults too.

Every summer churches 
across the United States host 
Vacation Bible School as a 
means of reaching children 

for Christ. Unfortunately, 
this summer will be a little 
different. 

Though many churches 
are unable to host VBS this 
year as a result of Covid-19 
and the corresponding “So-
cial Distancing”, the Refuge 
Church is still holding Vaca-
tion Bible Camp – Virtually 
– complete with songs, crafts, 
snacks, memory verses, and 
biblically based lessons. 

Though I don’t “adver-
tise” our church in this 
column, I do want to make 
this local ministry available 
to those with children or 
grandchildren who may not 
otherwise have a means of 
participating in this important 
children’s ministry. 

We are not “profession-
al” by any means – and in 
no way flamboyant, but we 

are very sincere, authentic, 
and biblically based. And it 
is Free. Many good-hearted 
people are involved with 
the sincere desire to reach 
children for Christ. 

The date for our Virtual 
VBS is June 22-26th, 2020. 
It will require a little prepa-
ration on your part (obtaining 
snack and craft items before-
hand – we will post it on our 
Facebook page). Our hope is 
that it can be a blessing for 
you and the children in your 
lives. Find us on Facebook 
or YouTube: “The Refuge 
Church – Amboy, IL.” Or 
from our website: https://
refugechurchcamp.org. If 
you have any questions call: 
815-849-5930.

‘Til next time – May God 
Bless you. 

Pastor John

Educational Briefs

TNPS reschedules Nuts About Art
DIXON —  Due to the ongoing COVID-19 

issue The Next Picture Show has rescheduled 
“Nuts About Art” for 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., on Sat-
urday, Sept. 12, at John Dixon Park. 

Originally scheduled for July 4 this annual 
event draws artists from across the Tri-State 
area showcasing their original works of art 

including paintings, graphics, sculpture, jew-
elry, photography, drawing and artisan craft 
like clay, fiber, glass, metal, paper and wood.

The entry deadline for artists has been 
extended to Aug. 1. Forms are available at 
TNPS Art Center, online at www.nextpic-
tureshow.com.

Iowa State 
University 
announces 
spring 2020 
Dean’s List

AMES, Iowa — More 
than 12,500 Iowa State Uni-
versity students have been 
recognized for outstanding 
academic achievement by 
being named to the spring 
semester 2020 Dean’s List. 
Students named to the Dean’s 
List must have earned a grade 
point average of at least 3.50 
on a 4.00 scale while carrying 
a minimum of 9 credit hours 
of graded course work.

Students listed below are 
from your area.

Dixon
Clay Wilson Jungerman, 

4, Mechanical Engineering
Olivia Frances Pultorak, 

4, Kinesiology and Health
Emily Victoria Smith, 4, 

Chemical Engineering
Erika L. Smith, 4, Me-

chanical Engineering
Steward

Kayla Renee McCormick, 
2, Accounting

Local students 
named to 

Marquette Uni-
versity’s spring 
2020 Dean’s 

List
MILWAUKEE Wis. — 

The following students have 
been named to the Dean’s List 
for the spring 2020 semester 
at Marquette University in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Dixon 
Lexie Murray, pursuing 

a Bachelor of Arts in Ad-
vertising

Justin Sherman, pursuing 
a Bachelor of Science in 
Operations & Supply Chain 
Mgmt

To make the Dean’s List, 
students must have earned 
at least 12 credits for the 
spring 2020 semester and 
have no disqualifying graces. 

The GPA threshold varies by 
college - for the College of 
Education and the Klingler 
College of Arts and Sciences, 
undergraduate students must 
have at least a 3.7 to be named 
to the Dean’s List.

The undergraduate GPA 
requirement is 3.5 for the 
following colleges: the Died-
erich College of Communica-
tion, the College of Business 
Administration, the College 
of Health Sciences, the Opus 
College of Engineering and 
the College of Nursing. All 
other programs have a 3.75 
GPA minimum.

NIU Spring 
2020 

Graduation List
DEKALB - Over 2,500 

students received their de-
grees from Northern Illinois 
University in May. Included 
among the graduates were 
the following students from 
your area:

Ashton
Hope Friday, Master of 

Accounting Science, Ac-
countancy

Dixon 
Amy Clemens, Doctor 

of Education, Educational 
Leadership & Policy Studies: 
Educational Leadership

Angelia Faller, Master of 
Science in Education, School 
Counseling

Linda Fane, Bachelor of 
Science, Nutrition, Dietetics, 
and Wellness

Michael Isaac, Bachelor 
of Arts, English

Bailey McClain, Bachelor 
of Science, Environmental 
Studies

Brittany Nice, Bachelor of 
Science, Biological Sciences

Elizabeth Ortgiesen, 
Bachelor of Science, Elec-
trical Engineering

Caitlin Refatllari, Bach-
elor of Science, Psychology

Jessica Sanders, Bachelor 
of Science, Early Childhood 
Education with Preschool 
Special Education Approval

Michael Stocksdale, 
Bachelor of Arts, Political 
Science - Politics and Gov-

ernance
Lauren Turffs, Bachelor 

of Arts, Journalism
Rachael Turffs, Master 

of Accounting Science, Ac-
countancy

Franklin Grove
Maria Beltran, Master 

of Accounting Science, Ac-
countancy

Lee
Lucy Johnson, Bachelor 

of Arts, History
Emerson Witte, Bachelor 

of Science, Mechanical En-
gineering

Paw Paw
Drew Winterton, Bache-

lor of Science, Mechanical 
Engineering

William Zeman, Bachelor 
of Science, Political Science 
- Politics and Governance

Steward
Peyton Gatz, Bachelor 

of Science, Management - 
Leadership and Management

Maria Kessen, Bachelor 
of Science, Art

For more information, 
visit www.niu.edu.
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Opinion Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or   
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances ~ The First Amendment
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Kip Cheek
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The Amboy News encourages responsible letters to the 
editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but 
ideas will not be altered.

The limit is 300 words. Letters exceeding this will either 
be edited to fit or not published. The deadline for letters is 
noon on Friday.

Letter writers may only have two letters published per 
month, and the letters will be published on non-consecutive 
weeks. Letters are printed on a space-available basis.

All letters must bear the handwritten signature of the writer 
and include address and phone number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. Neither the street address nor phone 
number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 
handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. 

Any comments of public officials should be limited to issues 
related strictly to their position or actions made in office, as 
personal attacks will not be published. Letters involving private 
disputes between the writer and a business or individual will 
not be published.

Political endorsements will be published, however letters 
from candidates endorsing themselves will not be printed.

Letters may be dropped at the Amboy News office, 245 
E. Main Street, mailed to the Amboy News at PO Box 162, 
Amboy, IL 61310, or emailed to tgreenfield@amboynews.com

The Amboy News reserves the right to edit or reject any 
letter to the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for pub-
lication do not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper, 
its management and or ownership.

Advertising Policy
The Amboy News is in no way responsible for errors in 

copy furnished by the Customer. Adjustment or repub-
lication in the next available issue will be made for that 
amount of space involved in errors resulting from failure of 
the Amboy News to correct errors plainly noted on proof. 
Customers shall notify the Amboy News of errors in time 
for correction before the second insertion. 

The Amboy News shall not be liable to the Customer 
for any loss that results from the incorrect publication of its 
advertising. The Customer agrees to assume responsibility 
for all errors in copy proofread by Customer when the ad-
vertisement printed corresponds to the returned proof.

On This Day in History

Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,
I’ve been away for 49 years. Three weeks after my gradu-

ation from AHS, I left for college. And except for the passing 
of my parents, my trips home have been short and infrequent. 
But that is changing. Just as I started my life on a farm in 
Sublette, I plan to “bookend” the end of my life on that farm 
in Sublette. And for this phase, I am happily bringing my 
husband with me. He is the reason for this letter.

You or your children may know him, as Dr. Rothenberger, 
if you took the entry level chemistry lecture class at Illinois 
State. He is a kind, gentle, generous man. You may not see that 
to look at him. Every day he puts on a clean pair of dark knit 
pants, a black tee shirt and when he goes out, a blue denim 

baseball cap and dark backpack; that’s it—every day.  He has 
a white beard and frankly, he looks homeless.  Which isn’t 
a problem when he stays here on the farm, but his preferred 
form of exercise is to walk.  

What goes through your mind when you see someone 
walking alongside the road after “I wonder if he has car 
trouble?” Yep, me too. But in this case, that man shouldn’t 
be avoided or endangered. He needs to be embraced and pro-
tected. Appearances are deceiving. Please help me welcome 
and orient this compass challenged person to the Sublette and 
Amboy area. He belongs. This is his new home.  

Thank you,
C Amy Palmer Rothenberger

100 Years Ago
June 25, 1920

Miss Gladys B. Morrissey, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. J.J. Morrissey of Walton, 
was married Tuesday morning in St. 
Mary’s Church at Walton to Mr. Lloyd 
A. Dieter of Vaile, Iowa.

Mr. G.H. Sturtz and family started 
last week on a several month’s motoring 
trip sight seeing and visiting friends in 
Pennsylvania, Ohio and Maryland.

Mrs. S.M. Hinds and children of 
Dixon who had been visiting at the Frank 
Brooks farm northwest of town, returned 
to their home in Dixon Tuesday morning.

75 Years Ago
June 21, 1945

Miss Pat Lauer is enjoying a vacation 
from her work at The First National 
Bank.

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph McGrath and 
son, Jack, Mrs. George Tait, Mr. and Mrs. 

John Faley and Staff Sergeant Joseph 
Keenan, who was recently liberated 
from a German prison camp, motored 
to the Great Lakes Sunday and visited 
the former’s sons, Ed McGrath, Stanley 
Cox and Jack Faley.

50 Years Ago
June 25, 1970

Amboy Lions Club has completed 
arrangements for Amboy youngsters to 
have swimming lessons at the Mendota 
Pool. The lessons will be given five days 
a week starting July 20 and running 
through July 31. 

25 Years Ago
June 29, 1995

Doug and Linda Schrock have sold 
Sublette Meat Center to Eddie and Beth 
Morrissey and now intend to devote 
more time to their catering business. In 

21 years at the meat center, which they 
purchased from Beth’s grandfather, 
Howard Leffelman, the couple have seen 
many changes in the area economy and 
in their business. 

Eddie and Beth Morrissey recently 
purchased Sublette Meat Center from 
Doug and Linda Schrock and have 
renamed their business Country Village 
Meats. The new name dates back almost 
20 years, not nearly as far back as the 
family’s roots in the butcher trade. The 
story behind the name stems from a con-
versation Jerry Leffelman, Beth’s father, 
had with a family who came to this area 
from the Chicago suburbs and stopped 
in Sublette to ask directions from Jerry. 
They called Sublette a “nice little country 
village” and the name struck Leffelman 
as appropriate. He registered it with the 
county in 1976, and now it graces the 
business where Jerry once worked with 
his father, Howard Leffelman.

Illinois PTA calls for statewide 
learning recovery plan

Submitted by the Illinois Parent Teacher Association

As the current school year ends in districts across our 
state, school staff, from teachers and principals to 
bus drivers and school nurses, have shown to be 

true heroes for our students and families in the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. These truly essential employees have 
delivered our communities meals, provided health alerts and 
information, supported our children with a quick transition 
to remote learning, and served as vital lifelines for countless 
students and families. We are extremely grateful to them and 
applaud their strength and commitment. 

Now, as we begin to prepare for a return to school, it is 
clear our students and teachers will need support as schools 
re-engage. This crisis has taken an emotional and academic toll 
on every student in the state. Whether young people have lost 
a loved one, struggled through economic loss and hardship, 
worried about how to keep up with college tuition, or simply 
wrestled with isolation and anxiety, no young person in the 
state has been unscathed by the upheaval and dislocation of 
this pandemic. 

As parents, we have seen firsthand that remote learning is 
not a substitute for in-person instruction and schooling. We 
see that many of our children are not covering all their lessons 
and material, are less engaged and have far less opportunity 
for peer to peer growth and development. We know that our 
schools had limited time and resources to plan for remote 
learning, and that we as parents had little time to prepare for 
what would be needed at home too. But we cannot let our 
children suffer – either next year or in the long term as a result. 

Just as Governor JB Pritzker identified the need for a state-

wide and regional approach for opening up the state, we need 
a statewide approach for reopening schools that recognizes 
local conditions but ensures equity, rigor, and recovery for 
all of our children and schools. While every student has been 
affected, we know that the impact of this crisis has been felt 
unevenly across race, income, citizenship status, and need. 
It is our job as adults to ensure that our educational recovery 
focuses resources on communities and students who will 
need them most.

We need our state leadership to ensure that Illinois has 
a comprehensive learning recovery plan. This plan should 
include elements that ensure our school communities have 
the social-emotional and mental health supports for students 
and educators; educator planning time, support, and training 
to navigate unprecedented emotional and academic impact; 
infrastructure, training, and other supports to close the dig-
ital divide; targeted supports for students most impacted by 
COVID-19; and additional school time to address learning 
and social-emotional needs.

Every student’s future is at stake right now. History and 
research show that if we do not support students emotion-
ally and if we do not help them make up missed academics, 
their educational and employment outcomes will be forever 
changed. These losses will follow them into adulthood where a 
vast majority of them will live and work in Illinois. Providing 
our children a quality education is as critical for us as it is 
for them. Leaders from across our state must work urgently 
to craft and implement a plan that will ensure our students’ 
futures are not shortchanged. Working together, we can make 
every child’s full potential their reality.

OFFICE HOURS  FOR JUNE & JULY
8 a.m. - noon and 1 p.m. - 5 p.m., 

Monday, Tuesday
10 a.m. - noon on Thursday

. 
Closed Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday 

and major holidays.

BY AUSTIN BERG 
The Center Square  

We don’t want nobody that nobody sent” is the 
most famous phrase on Chicago-style corruption.

But a lesser-known saying from the Daley 
machine explains the ongoing drama about whether state 
lawmakers just gave themselves an $1,800 pay raise in the 
middle of a pandemic.

“Don’t make no waves, don’t back no losers.”
Illinois lawmakers are still likely to receive a $1,800 pay 

raise. But some have tried their best to make no waves by 
giving themselves cover from backlash.

It didn’t work.
Average Illinoisans – 1.1 million of whom are jobless – were 

outraged to the point where Comptroller Susana Mendoza 
released a video assuring the public that lawmakers would 
be getting $0 in pay raises this year.

Kudos to Mendoza for standing up against political pay 
raises.

There’s just one problem: It’s not her choice to make. The 
state comptroller does not create a budget and decide who 
gets paid and who doesn’t, she simply pays the bills for the 
state. Members of the General Assembly and the governor 
are the ones who create a budget and make it law.

And by refusing to reform the law, Statehouse Democrats 
decided to make $1,800 political pay raises more likely than 
not.

Follow along closely to understand how.
At the tail end of his term, former Gov. Pat Quinn tried to 

withhold lawmaker paychecks to pressure them into passing 
pension reform. House Speaker Mike Madigan didn’t take 
kindly to a governor wielding this kind of power over his 
members. So, along with then-Senate President John Cullerton, 
he passed a new law defining lawmaker pay and pay raises 
as a “continuing appropriation.” A continuing appropriation 
is like a bill that automatically gets paid each month, with 
or without a budget.

That means it doesn’t matter whether the governor uses his 
veto power to zero out appropriations for lawmaker raises. 
And it doesn’t matter if lawmakers pass a budget appropri-

ating $0 to raises.
The Illinois law says the money shall be paid even if 

“aggregate appropriations made available are insufficient to 
meet the levels required” and “for any reason.”

In order to stop the raises, lawmakers must pass a new 
law specifically prohibiting them. They could also pass a law 
removing automatic raises from the definition of compensa-
tion, which the Illinois Supreme Court has ruled.

From fiscal years 2014-2019, they did the former. Law-
makers included specific language in the budget to stop their 
own pay raises.

This year they didn’t.
Under the law, appropriating $0 and touting a handshake 

agreement with the comptroller’s office is not enough to stop 
lawmaker pay hikes. But that’s what lawmakers did.

Imagine if the General Assembly verbally agreed to stop 
paying retirees’ pension payments. Or if lawmakers decided 
to budget $0 to pay the electric bills for the Capitol complex.

“The [pay raises] are on autopilot,” wrote Rich Miller of 
the Springfield political blog Capitol Fax. “They have to vote 
themselves to stop it from happening.”

If Pritzker and state lawmakers fail to pass a law prohib-
iting lawmaker pay raises this year – and Mendoza doesn’t 
cut larger checks for lawmaker pay – they will expose Illinois 
taxpayers to expensive lawsuits from aggrieved politicians.

Who would be brazen enough to sue for political backpay 
during a pandemic?

Do not underestimate state lawmakers. Especially after 
they retire.

In 2016, a group of Democratic members of the House of 
Representatives successfully sued to get paid during the state’s 
budget impasse. More recently, two retired state lawmakers 
sued for backpay for every year the General Assembly voted 
to freeze their own pay. Some lawmakers are using that law-
suit – which is still ongoing – as a justification for why they 
didn’t pass a bill stopping their pay raises this year.

Again, make no waves.
This argument ignores the fact that there was legislation 

on the table to reform the system – ensuring Illinoisans were 
protected from political pay raises going forward.

Why Illinois state lawmakers are still in line for an $1,800 pay raise
“The General Assembly could have solved the recurring 

problem of legislative pay increases in this past session,” 
said State Sen. Craig Wilcox, R-McHenry.

“Unfortunately for Illinois taxpayers, my legislation never 
received a vote.”

Wilcox introduced a bill back in February to permanently 
end automatic pay raises for lawmakers. But Senate Bill 3607 
died in the Senate Assignments Committee without a hearing.

If lawmakers were serious about stopping pay hikes, they 
would have passed a bill specifically stopping the raises, 
dared anyone to sue (and taken it all the way up to the Illinois 
Supreme Court if necessary), and passed a statute ending all 
automatic pay hikes for future General Assemblies.

Instead, Illinoisans got a half-hearted song and dance that 
could end with raises for politicians as their constituents 
can’t find jobs.

This entire drama is uncomfortable for rank-and-file 
Democrats in Springfield.

Some surely would not have voted to hike their pay this 
year after voting for a $1,600 pay hike last year, which 
Pritzker signed into law. They are the fifth-highest paid state 
lawmakers in the nation – and the highest paid among any 
“full-time lite” state lawmakers.

But a failure in leadership means they’re now forced to 
defend actions that will not stand up to scrutiny in court.

For the rest of Illinois, make no mistake:
State lawmakers did not protect you from political pay 

raises. They just made it harder to follow the money.
Austin Berg is a Chicago-based writer with the Illinois 

Policy Institute who wrote this column for The Center Square. 
Austin can be reached at aberg@illinoispolicy.org.
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Sauk Valley College Foundation awards scholarships to all applicants 
STERLING — Sauk Valley College 

Foundation is proud to announce that every 
applicant, who successfully completed the 
scholarship application for the summer 
semester, received a scholarship. 

SVCF awarded a total of $57,975 in 
scholarships for the summer semester. 

On average, SVCF awards $10,000 in 
scholarships, for students enrolled in the 
summer semester. Many SVCC students 

have found themselves financially impacted 
by COVID-19, causing the demand for aid 
to rise; a demand that SVCF gladly matched. 

Awarding five-times the average amount 
in scholarships, and offering separate aid via 
the Chris Byar Student Emergency Fund, 
SVCF continues to rally around students 
to help in their time of need. Lori Cortez, 
Dean of Institutional Advancement said 
“Empowering our students to be successful 

is at an all time high. The SVCF is honored 
to assist students in their pursuit of a higher 
education so that they can become a valuable 
part of the local workforce.”

Fall semester scholarship applications 
open on July 1 and must be fully complet-
ed and submitted by 4:30 p.m. on Friday, 
July 31. 

SVCF has merit and need-based schol-
arship awards usually ranging from $150 

to $1,000. 
Interested applicants should visit svcc.edu/

scholarships for award criteria and application 
requirements. It only takes minutes to apply 
for the money that can help you pursue your 
academic goals.

Please contact the SVCF for more infor-
mation at foundation@svcc.edu or questions 
should be directed to Angie Delhotal 815-
835-6329. 

IDNR asks boaters to keep drinks dry on the water this summer
SPRINGFIELD – As summer heats up 

and Illinoisans hit the water to celebrate 
Independence Day, Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources (IDNR) Conservation 
Police Officers are reminding boat operators 
to always drive sober while on the water.

“When we talk about drunk driving, most 
people immediately associate it with getting 
behind the wheel of a car, but they should 
remember the same problems occur when 
boat operators drive drunk,” said Lt. Curt 
Lewis, boating law administrator, Illinois 
Conservation Police. “Just like a car or 
truck, boats are large, heavy machinery that 
become extremely dangerous to operate 
when you’re under the influence.

“Too often, boating accidents and fatali-
ties in Illinois happen because boat operators 

are impaired while driving their watercraft,” 
Lewis added. “We understand people want 
to enjoy the water with family and friends, 
we just ask that they do it responsibly. The 
safety of their family, friends and other 
boaters depends on it.”

Already this year, Conservation Police 
Officers have made 17 arrests for operating 
under the influence – 10 in June alone. Last 
year, Conservation Police Officers made 
103 arrests for boaters operating under the 
influence (OUI). Additionally, Conservation 
Police Officers in 2019 issued 725 citations 
and 2,623 warnings in enforcement of Illi-
nois boating safety laws.

Lewis said Illinois Conservation Police 
will be out in force during the Fourth of July 
holiday, not only checking for impaired boat 

operators, but also making safety checks on 
watercraft throughout the state.

Next to boating sober, wearing a personal 
floatation device – or life jacket – is one of 
the easiest ways to stay safe on the water. 
Illinois requires that properly fitting U.S. 
Coast Guard-approved life jackets or vests 
must be available for each person aboard a 
boat or other watercraft.

State law also requires that anyone under 
the age of 13 must wear a life jacket while 
aboard any watercraft under 26 feet in length 
at all times the boat is underway, unless 
they are below deck in an enclosed cabin or 
operating on private property. Illinois law 
also requires persons of any age to wear a 
PFD while operating a personal watercraft 
or Jet Ski.

The IDNR offers boating safety courses 
that provide a review of boating laws and 
regulations, as well as instructions on safe 
and attentive operation of watercraft and 
encourages boaters of all ages to take a 
safety course. 

Anyone born on or after Jan. 1, 1998 
must pass a course and have a valid Boating 
Safety Certificate to operate a motorboat 
(with over 10 horsepower).

While the IDNR normally offers free 
boating safety courses taught by volunteer 
instructors, those courses are suspended at 
this time due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
When the courses resume, schedules will 
be available on the IDNR website’s boating 
information page. For a fee, online boating 
safety courses are available.

Pritzker signs vote-by-mail expansion, recent voters, those 
who changed addresses will receive mail-in application

BY JERRY NOWICKI
Capitol News Illinois
jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD – Anyone who cast a 

ballot in the last three years or who registered 
to vote or changed addresses after the March 
primary will be sent an application to vote 
by mail after Gov. JB Pritzker signed a bill 
expanding the program Tuesday.

In a news release, Pritzker’s office said the 
program is aimed at ensuring “safe and active 
participation in the 2020 general election 
during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.”

Pritzker signed Senate Bill 1863 and 
House Bill 2238, which also expands early 
voting hours at permanent polling places and 
makes election day a state holiday.

Local election authorities must mail or 
email the applications to voters who cast a 
ballot in the 2018 general election, the 2019 
consolidated election or the 2020 general 
primary election, as well as voters who 
registered or changed addresses after the 
March primary. 

Any eligible voter who submits an appli-
cation by October 1 will receive their ballot 
by October 6.

“Sending vote-by-mail applications to 

residents who have participated in recent 
elections will allow more people to exercise 
that right from the safety of their own homes 
and help reduce the spread of COVID-19 in 
our communities,” Pritzker said in a news 
release. 

The changes were backed by the House 
Democratic Women’s Caucus and sponsored 
by Rep. Kelly Burke, D-Evergreen Park, in 
the House and Sen. Julie Morrison, D-Lake 
Forest, in the Senate.

“The COVID 19 pandemic has created 
many challenges, but participation in the 
November election should not be one of 
them,” Burke, an assistant majority leader 
in the House, said in a statement. “Just as we 
have taken precautions to make shopping, 
traveling, and other everyday tasks safer, 
we must also take precautions and make 
adjustments to ensure everyone can safely 
exercise their right to vote.”

Republicans, however, have argued that 
the program is susceptible to fraud.

In Illinois Senate floor debate last month, 
Republicans raised questions on costs, input 
from county clerks, the security of collec-
tion sites and automatic sending of ballot 
applications. 

Sen. Paul Schimpf, R-Waterloo, argued 
the bill creates a system with “significant” 
costs that are unnecessary given that Illinois 
already allows any citizen to vote by mail. 
He added it would also place a “significant 
burden” on local election authorities, whom 
he also argued have not been able to offer 
enough input.

The Illinois State Board of Elections filed 
a fiscal note saying that if the bill’s provisions 
are fully implemented by every local election 
authority, it would eat up every dollar of the 
more than $16.7 million the state will receive 
from the federal CARES Act for elections.

The legislation also requires the Illi-
nois State Board of Elections to: post an 
application for a vote by mail ballot on its 
website; allow a new registrant to apply for 
a vote-by-mail ballot when completing the 
online registration; provide notice to election 
authorities about compliance with the new 
law; and adopt emergency rules to provide 
reimbursement for expenses related to the 
2020 general election incurred as a result 
of COVID-19 and the new requirements.

The legislation also raises the standard 
for rejecting a vote-by-mail ballot by re-
quiring local election authorities to appoint 

a bipartisan panel of three election judges 
to verify voters’ signatures and the validity 
of the ballot. Previously, only one election 
judge made this determination.

Also per the new laws, permanent branch 
polling places are required to be open from 
8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. on weekdays and from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. on the weekends and holidays 
for early voting. 

Curb-side voting, allowing voters to fill 
out the ballot outside of the polling place, 
will also be permitted.

Completed vote-by-mail ballots can be 
returned at new collection sites, which HB 
2238 requires to be locked and opened only 
by election authorities.

The legislation also requires local election 
authorities to establish a central voting site 
where anyone who lives in the jurisdiction 
can vote, regardless of precinct.

 The new laws take effect immediately 
and only apply to the 2020 general election.

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, 
nonpartisan news service covering state 
government and distributed to more than 
400 newspapers statewide. It is funded 
primarily by the Illinois Press Foundation 
and the Robert R. McCormick Foundation.

Email news items to tgreenfield@amboynews.com
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119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
	
ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

305 305 
GARAGE/RUMMAGE GARAGE/RUMMAGE 
SALESSALES

R O C H E L L E : 
1120 Pickwick Dr. 
Wednesday June 24th 
10am-4pm & Thursday 
June 25th 8am-Noon. 
Multi Family. Something 
For Everyone. Clothes, 
Shoes, Purses, 
Housewares, Home 
Décor, Books, Crafting 
Items, and Lots More. 
(06-24-20)

ROCHELLE: 1212 
Lakeland Dr. Friday 
June 26th & Saturday 
June 27th, 8am-1pm. 
Moving In Sale. Too 
Many Items to List. (06-
24-20)

ROCHELLE: 817 N 7th 
St. Thursday June 25th, 
2pm-6pm & Friday 
June 26th, 8am-5pm. 
Furniture, Clothes, 
Electronics, Home 
Décor, Miscellaneous 
Items, Lawn Mower, 
and Yard Equipment. 
(06-24-20)

5 MILES West of 
ROCHELLE 8983 Hwy 
38. Thursday June 
25th, Friday June 26th, 
& Saturday June 27th, 
9am-4pm. 3-Family 
Sale. Antique Trunk, 
Truck Mirrors – New 
(for a Dodge Truck) 
Bicycles, Clothes, Lots 
of Miscellaneous, & A 
Lot of Nice Stuff. (06-
24-20)

ROCHELLE: 301 Lake 
Lida Lane. Thursday 
June 25th & Friday 
June 26th, 9am-5pm. 
Clothes, Box Fan, Tools, 
Knives, Swords, Lots of 
Bikes, & Miscellaneous. 
(06-24-20)

VILLAGE WIDE 
Garage Sale Weekend. 
Thursday June 25th, 
Friday June 26th & 
Saturday June 27th. 
Sales Throughout 
Hillcrest & Windover 
Park. Times Vary 
& Maps Available 
at Each Sale. The 
Quarantine has Lifted 
and Discovered all 
Those Treasures in 
Basements. Come 
Check out 20 Plus Sales 
in one Subdivision. (06-
24-20)

305 305 
GARAGE/RUMMAGE GARAGE/RUMMAGE 
SALESSALES

ROCHELLE: Askvig 
Subdivision (Harlan & 
Wendell Dr) 10 Plus 
Sales. Thursday June 
25th, Friday June 26th 
8am-4pm. & Saturday 
June 27th 8am-? 
Antiques, Furniture, 
Tools, Clothing. 
Something For 
Everyone! (06-24-20)

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE
 
MENDOTA - 
Entertainment Center 
To Give Away.  Ph. 815-
878-4939. (06-24-20)

315	  315	  
WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY

WANTED JUNK Cars 
and Farm Machinery. 
Call 815-761-2803. (07-
05-20)

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

505 505 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
PROPERTY FOR PROPERTY FOR 
RENTRENT

ASHTON: Large Office/
Retail Space on Main 
Street in Ashton. 
Contact Dave at 815-
973-0206.

511 511 
STOARAGE UNITSSTOARAGE UNITS

10 x 20 inside 
storage & outside 

storage for
semi-trucks/trailers,
boats, campers, etc

08172016

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

AMBOY • SUBLETTE • WEST BROOKLYN • LEE CENTER • PAW PAW • LAMOILLE

ZONING HEARING
A hearing will be held 
on Wednesday, July 9, 
2020. A variance will be 
discussed. Property lo-
cation is 508 S. Monroe 
for home addition vari-
ances. The hearing will 
be held at city hall lo-
cated at 227 E. Main St. 
at 6:00 p.m. Questions 
call city hall 857-3814.
No. 0604
June 24, 2020

ORDINANCE NO. 20-0601
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A BUDGET 
AND APPROPRIATION FOR THE AMBOY 

FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT, LEE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS FOR THE GENERAL AND 

AMBULANCE FUNDS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
BEGINNING MAY 1, 2020 AND ENDING APRIL 

30, 2021 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF TRUST-
EES OF AMBOY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION I. That the following is an estimate, by 
source, of the expected receipts of the Amboy Fire 
Protection District General, Insurance, and Audit 
Funds the Fiscal Year beginning May 1, 2020 and 
ending April 30, 2021:
GENERAL FUND
ANTICIPATED REVENUES AND EXPENDI-
TURES
Cash on Hand at May 1, 2020	 $220,000.00
Estimated Real Estate Tax Receipts	 285,000.00
Replacement Taxes	 5,000.00
Foreign Fire Insurance Tax	 8,500.00
Interest	 1,200.00
Grants	 30,000.00
Restitution	 300.00
Insurance Claims	 100.00
Donations	 5,000.00
Miscellaneous	  50.00
TOTAL ANTICIPATED RECEIPTS AND FUNDS 
AVAILABLE	 $555,150.00
SECTION II. That the following sums of money be 
and they are hereby budgeted and appropriated 
for general corporate purposes for the Amboy Fire 
Protection District, for the Fiscal Year beginning 
May 1, 2020 and ending April 30, 2021 for the fol-
lowing purposes:
ADMINISTRATION
Utilities	 $9,000.00
Telephone	 1,500.00
Equipment Maintenance	 25,000.00
Fuel	 5,000.00
Fire Equipment 	 20,000.00
Firemen Training	 20,000.00
Office Supplies	 2,900.00
Insurance	 32,500.00
Miscellaneous	 6,000.00
Professional Services	 30,000.00
Trustee Fees	 900.00
Contingency Expense	 5,000.00
Building/Grounds	 15,000.00
Equipment Replacement	 5,000.00
Fitness Equipment	 1,500.00
PPE/Uniforms	 20,000.00
Fitness/Wellness	 15,000.00
Fireman Reimbursement	 5,500.00
Firemen Salaries	 30,000.00
Payroll Taxes	 3,000.00
Pumper / Tanker Reserve	  250,000.00
TOTAL BUDGET AND APPROPRIATION FOR 
THE GENERAL FUND	 $502,800.00
ANTICIPATED CASH BALANCE 
APRIL 30, 2021	 $52,350.00
SECTION III. That the following is an estimate, by 
source, of the expected receipts of the Amboy Fire 
Protection District Ambulance Fund for the Fiscal 
Year beginning May 1, 2020 and ending April 30, 
2021:
Cash on Hand and Receipts
Cash Balance at May 1, 2020	 $90,000.00
Replacement Taxes	 5,000.00
Restitution	 300.00
Miscellaneous	 200.00
Interest	 1,000.00
Ambulance Fees	 325,000.00
Real Estate Taxes	  197,350.00
Total Cash on Hand and 
Anticipated Receipts	 $618,850.00
SECTION IV. That the following sums of money 
be and hereby are budgeted and appropriated for 
ambulance services purposes for the Amboy Fire 
Protection District, for the Fiscal Year beginning 
May 1, 2020 and ending April 30, 2021 as follows:
AMBULANCE FUND
Equipment Maintenance	 $7,200.00
Fuel	 6,500.00
Equipment Purchase	 15,000.00
EMT Training	 15,000.00
Office Supplies	 1,200.00
Trustee Fees	 900.00
Utilities	 8,900.00
Telephone	 3,775.00
Insurance	 25,000.00
Miscellaneous	 4,000.00
Professional Services	 26,500.00
ALS Services	 13,000.00
Ambulance Billing	 10,000.00
Bad Debt Adjustment	 8,000.00
Medicare Debt Adjustment	 76,133.00
Public Aid Debt Adjustment	 56,500.00
Contingency Fund	 4,000.00
Equipment Purchase Savings	 4,000.00
Building/Grounds	  7,500.00
Fitness/Wellness	 7,000.00
PPE Replacement	 3,000.00
Ambulance Gross Wages	 137,500.00
Ambulance Payroll Taxes	 13,750.00
Ambulance Fund Savings	  100,000.00
TOTAL AMBULANCE SERVICES
EXPENSE	 $554,358.00
ANTICIPATED CASH BALANCE 
APRIL 30, 2021	 $64,492.00
SECTION V. The Trustees shall have the power 
and authority during the aforesaid Fiscal Year from 
time to time, as in their judgment may be neces-
sary, to make transfers among the various line item 
appropriations for the purpose of meeting exigen-
cies that may arise during the year as permitted 
by law. To the extent permitted by applicable law, 

all unexpended balances of any item or items of 
any general appropriation made by this Ordinance 
may be expended in making up any deficiency in 
any item or items in the same general appropri-
ation made by this Ordinance. The sums herein 
appropriated are appropriated from all sources of 
income, including but not limited to all sources of 
income from property taxes, and all other reve-
nues of the Fire Protection District received from 
all sources of revenue. Should a deficiency exist 
in any fund or line item other than the General 
Fund for a purpose for which money may be legal-
ly appropriated and spent from the General Fund, 
that deficiency may be made up from the General 
Fund. The amount of any such deficiency in any 
such fund or line item other than the General Fund 
is hereby appropriated from the General Fund.
SECTION VI. If any section, subdivision or sen-
tence of this Ordinance is held invalid, it shall not 
affect the validity of the remainder of this Ordi-
nance.
SECTION VII. This Ordinance shall be known as 
Ordinance No. 20-0601 and shall be published in 
a newspaper of general circulation in the Amboy 
Fire Protection District within thirty (30) days of the 
date of its passage. The newspaper shall furnish a 
certificate of publication to the Secretary of the Fire 
Protection District, which certificate shall be placed 
in the official records of the Fire District and this 
Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and 
after ten (10) days of its publication.
PASSED by the Board of Trustees of the Amboy 
Fire Protection District this 1st day of June, 2020 
and filed with the Secretary of the said Fire Protec-
tion District the same date.
Ayes: 3
Nays: 0

Approved by the President of the Amboy 
Fire Protection District Board of Trustees, 
this 1st day of June, 2020.

President
CERTIFICATE

The undersigned, Secretary of the Board of Trust-
ees of the Amboy Fire Protection District, a Fire 
Protection District organized and existing under 
the laws of the State of Illinois, certifies that on the 
day and date hereof, he/she was the duly appoint-
ed, acting and qualified Secretary of the Board of 
Trustees of the said Fire Protection District; that in 
his/her capacity as Secretary he/she is the official 
keeper of the records, minutes and resolutions of 
said Fire Protection District and that the document 
attached hereto is a true and correct copy of Ordi-
nance No. 20-0601 entitled:
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A BUDGET AND 
APPROPRIATION FOR THE AMBOY FIRE PRO-
TECTION DISTRICT, LEE COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
FOR THE GENERAL, INSURANCE, AUDIT AND 
AMBULANCE FUNDS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
BEGINNING MAY 1, 2020 AND ENDING APRIL 
30, 2021
the original of which is part of the official records of 
the said Amboy Fire Protection District.
Dated this 1st day of June, 2020.

The undersigned certifies that on the day and date 
hereof, he was the duly appointed, qualified and 
acting President of the Amboy Fire Protection Dis-
trict; that on the day and date hereof JOEL HOCH-
STATTER was the duly appointed, qualified and 
acting Secretary of the said Amboy Fire Protection 
District and in such capacity was the keeper of the 
official records, minutes and resolutions of the said 
Fire Protection District.
Dated this 1st day of June, 2020.

President of the Board of Trustees 
of the Amboy Fire Protection 
District
The undersigned, being the duly appointed and 
acting Treasurer of the Amboy Fire Protection 
District, as chief fiscal officer of said District, cer-
tifies that the estimate of receipts set forth above 
in Ordinance No. 20-0601, being the Budget and 
Appropriation Ordinance of the Amboy Fire Pro-
tection District for the fiscal year beginning May 1, 
2020 and ending April 30, 2021 correctly states the 
revenues, by source, anticipated to be received by 
the said Fire Protection District for the fiscal year 
indicated. This certification is made in compliance 
with the provisions of 35 ILCS 200/18-50.
Dated this 1st day of June, 2020.

Treasurer, Board of Trustees
Amboy Fire Protection District
No. 0605
June 24, 2020

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates 
applied. Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, 
TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2016 Chevy 2500 HD Crew 
LTZ, Diesel, Silver ......$39,500
2016 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
LT, Longbox, 4x4 
Gray ...........................$26,500
2016 Chevy 1500 Dbl. Cab LT 
Z71, 4x4, Gray ...........$24,900
2015 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
LT, 4x4, Local 1 Owner 
Brown ........................$25,900

2015 Chevy 2500 HD Crew 
LTZ, Diesel, 4x4, Blue $39,900
2014 Chevy Equinox FWD 
LTZ, One Owner 
Maroon ......................$15,900
2011 Chevy Tahoe LT 4x4 
Roof, DVD, Nav. 
Silver ...........................$13500

2020 Buick Enclave Avenir,  
AWD, Loaded, GM Exec, 
Black .........................$45,900
2020 Buick Enclave AWD  
Avenir, WHite ...........$45,900
2019 GMC Terrain SLT AWD 
White ........................$24,900
2018 Chevy K2500 Crew LTZ 
4x4, Z71, Diesel, Sunroof 
One Owner, Maroon $48,900
2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
LTZ, 4x4, Black .........$37,900
2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 
LT, 4x,4, Maroon .......$33,500
2018 Chevy Crew 1500 LT 
Leather, 4x4, Gray ....$31,500
2018 Chevy Malibu LT 15K 
Miles, Maroon ..........$19,500 

2017 Chevy Crew LTZ Real 
Tree Edition, 4x4, Z71, 
Black ..........................$34,900
2017 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 
Crew Cab, 4x4, Sunroof 
Black .........................$33,900
2017 Chevy 1500 Crew 
4x4, LT, Silver ............$30,900
2017 Chevy Cruze LT 
Gray ..........................$16,900
2017 Chevy Equinox, FWD 
LT, Sunroof, Blue ......$16,500 
2016 Chevy K1500 Crew 
CabLT, 4x4, Z71, 
Gray ..........................$28,500
2016 Chevy Traverse 1LT 
AWD, Blue ................$19,500
2015 Chevy K2500 Crew Cab 
4x4, Z71, LTZ, Diesel 
Red ...........................$41,500

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard 
CPO Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-
to-Bumper Warranty

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 
Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance
• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection 
and Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 
Satisfaction Guarantee

Duramax Diesel, 1-Owner, Local Trade, Leather Interior, Heated/
Cooled Seats, Navigation, Sunroof, & Much More! Maroon

$38,900   

2018 Chevy 2500 Crew Cab 4x4



AMBOY NEWS • SEC A • PAGE 9WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24, 2020

LOCAL NEWS

1. ASTRONOMY: How often does the 
Sun rotate on its axis?

2. GEOGRAPHY: What is the state 
capital of Delaware?

3. GOVERNMENT: Which amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution limits 
presidents to two terms in office?

4. HISTORY: What was the highest 
social class in the early Roman empire?

5. ENTERTAINERS: Which 20th-cen-
tury actress was born with the name 
Lucille LeSueur?

6. TELEVISION: What were the 
names of Elly May’s two pet chimpan-
zees in “The Beverly Hillbillies”?

7. ART: Which artist painted “The Per-
sistence of Memory”?

8. MOVIES: What kind of gun did 
Clint Eastwood carry in the “Dirty Har-
ry” series?

9. MUSIC: Which singer-songwriter’s 
nickname was “The Lizard King”?

10. FOOD & DRINK: What is the most 
expensive spice on earth?

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. On average, every 27 days
2. Dover
3. 22nd
4. Patricians
5. Joan Crawford
6. Skipper and Bessie
7. Salvador Dali
8. .44 Magnum Smith & Wesson 
      Model 29 
9. Jim Morrison
10. Saffron

Posting Date June 22, 2020
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THE FARMER’S REPORT

VISIT US ONLINE @ PERUMUTUAL.COM

Frank McConville
McConville Insurance Agency

Mendota & Tonica, IL 
815-539-9714
815-442-3116

Bart Hartauer
Hartauer Insurance Agency

LaSalle, IL 
815-223-1795

02262020

Rock Falls, IL 815-626-6086
Dixon, IL 815-285-1300

01
22

20
20

Bring you
r

home to life.

www.mazelumber.com

Water Street, Peru • 815-223-1742

Stop in and see Patty & 
Nicole today!

USED WALKER 
MOWER T25i

25 Horsepower 
Fuel-injected Kohler engine

52-Inch Deck
100 Hours on it

$12,800

542 US Hwy 52 • Sublette, IL 61367
(815) 849-9010 06242020

ST. CHARLES — For 
more than 65 years, farmers 
have turned to the Farm 
Progress Show for the latest 
information about new prod-
ucts and tools they can use to 
boost productivity and profit 
for their operations. And that 
tradition continues for 2020. 
What attendees will find 
when they travel to Boone, 
Iowa, for the show is an 
important event modified to 
serve this essential industry 
during a challenging time.

“We know that the mar-
ket is dealing with a lot of 
issues,” says Matt Jung-
mann, events manager, Farm 
Progress. “But agriculture 
is a critical business for this 
country and farmers are 
seeking ways to be better at 
what they do. And nowhere 
is that more possible than the 
Farm Progress Show.”

Important Business 
Gathering

State fairs across the 
Midwest have had to make 
the tough decision to cancel 
for 2020, often driven by the 
financial burden of losing key 
money-making components 
like concerts and midway 
carnivals. These are mass 

Farm Progress Show 2020 is a ‘GO’
gatherings that serve a much 
different purpose than an Ag 
tradeshow. Of interest to 
many is that while the state 
fairs are canceled, many 
states and groups are work-
ing to hold on to livestock 
events – further proof that 
agriculture is essential.

What separates Farm 
Progress Show from a state 
fair is that this is an im-
portant business event for 
an essential industry where 
targeted business is conduct-
ed between exhibitors and 
farmers. And in light of the 
current crisis, farmers are 
seeking more information 
and tools to boost profitabil-
ity than ever before. 

“The Farm Progress Show 
is not the place you turn 
to get the latest deep fried 
anything,” adds Jungmann. 
“We’re focused on providing 
a venue where farmers can 
see new tools, talk to industry 
experts and work to enhance 
the way they farm.”

State and Local Support
With support from officials 

in Iowa, show management is 
confident that hosting the Farm 
Progress Show in 2020 is filling 
an important service. “Farmers 

are challenged to find better 
ways to do everything from 
planting to spraying to har-
vest,” says Don Tourte, senior 
vice president Farm Progress. 
“That’s not easily done simply 
by sitting at home attending a 
virtual event. There’s a need 
to see this equipment up close 
and gain a better understanding 
of how it will work in their 
operations.”

Tourte adds that the Farm 
Progress events staff is work-
ing closely with a range of 
Iowa state agencies to ensure 
the show is conducted in a 
way that enhances safety 
of all those who participate 
while providing exhibitors the 
chance to reach key customers.

“Our events team has 
reviewed every aspect of 
this event with an eye toward 
exhibitor and visitor safety,” 
says Tourte. “Long-time 

visitors to the show will see 
immediate changes the mo-
ment they arrive, from one-
way streets to more space for 
physical distancing.”

Health and Safety 
The show staff is working 

diligently to deliver an impact-
ful and engaging event that 
prioritizes the health and safety 
of our visitors and exhibitors. 
New carefully considered plans 
for safety precautions and 
procedures will be introduced 
for this year’s Farm Progress 
Show. From easily accessible 
hand sanitizer stations, to en-
hanced cleaning procedures 
for buildings and facilities, 
changes to the event are work-
ing to enhance safety for all 
participants. The show has a 
long-time history of safe op-
eration, while offering visitors 
the most extensive gathering of 
exhibitors in the country.

BLOOMINGTON – Il-
linois farmer James Martin 
believes there’s more to 
farm profitability than just 
how many bushels per acre 
of soybeans he can harvest.  

Not that yield isn’t im-
portant –- but he also feels 
that improving the nutri-
tional value of the soybeans 
he grows is vital to increas-
ing market demand and 
boosting farm profitability 
for both soybean and live-
stock producers.

Martin, who farms near 
Wenona, has routinely sub-
mitted harvested soybean 
samples to the University 
of Minnesota for nutritional 
analysis over the past 10 
years. His objective is to 
determine which specific 
soybean varieties feature 
the highest protein and ami-
no acid levels that are most 
sought after by livestock 
producers.

Martin was recently 
recognized by the Illi-
nois Soybean Association 
(ISA) High Yield PLUS 
Quality (HY+Q) initiative 
for growing soybeans with 
outstanding livestock feed 
quality. The ISA HY+Q ini-
tiative is a soybean check-
off-funded program that 
has analyzed over 50,000 
samples over seven years 
and developed a ranking 
methodology to determine 
livestock nutritional value 
across hundreds of the most 
popular soybean varieties 
available today.

Illinois soybean producer looks beyond 
bushels per acre to better meet customer needs

The overall objectives of 
HY+Q are to supply farmers 
with this critical informa-
tion and encourage them to 
select and plant those vari-
eties with high nutritional 
value. The livestock feed 
value of soybeans is vitally 
important because 70 per-
cent of soybeans produced 
in the U.S. are used to feed 
livestock, including swine, 
poultry, dairy and beef cat-
tle. Soybean feed value is 
determined by the levels of 
seven essential amino acids 
that drive animal growth, 
productivity and profit for 
the livestock producer.

“Awareness for the im-
portance of meeting the 
unique needs of livestock 
producers with high-quality 
soybeans is growing rapid-
ly,” says Martin, who plants 
about three quarters of his 
soybean acreage to Syngen-
ta’s Golden Harvest and NK 
seed brands, and the balance 
to Asgrow and Pioneer soy-
bean varieties. “We are see-
ing increased involvement in 
the HY+Q program by major 
seed companies, including 
Syngenta, AgriGold and LG 
Seeds, and they are working 

closely with ISA to identify 
and promote those soybean 
varieties having high live-
stock feed value.”

Martin’s top-scoring va-
riety in 2019 was a Golden 
Harvest variety in the 3.1 
maturity group. This same 
variety scored very well in 
2017 and 2018 as well in 
terms of exceptional live-
stock feed value. “A good 
growing environment like 
we had in 2017 and 2018 
tends to boost soybean qual-
ity,” he explains. “But the 
growing conditions in 2019 
were anything but optimal. I 
was pleasantly surprised that 
this Golden Harvest variety 
scored so well.”

Last spring, cool and 
wet conditions throughout 
the most desirable planting 
window in April and May 
meant that Martin was plant-
ing soybeans well into June 
–- right up until the cut-off 
date for crop insurance. 
Then, from July 5 through 
the end of August, he only 
received about one-quarter 
inch of rain, and that limited 
moisture was spotty. 

David Wessel, a soybean 
producer and ISA director at 
large who farms near Chan-
dlerville, reports that he is 
putting increased emphasis 
on livestock feed-value 
rankings when selecting 
soybean varieties. To that 
end, he has been sending in 
soybean samples for nutri-
tional analysis the past two 
or three years. Having strong 

amino-acid profiles, he says, 
is just as important as having 
a handle on protein and oil 
characteristics.

“A lot of farmers don’t 
realize that they are losing 
money when they produce 
soybeans with low livestock 
feed value,” Wessel explains. 
“Both losses and gains in 
livestock feed market share 
are passed on to farmers 
and directly impact their 
pocketbooks. This is not 
only true with domestic 
livestock markets, but also 
with export markets. Many 
of the countries we export 
soybeans to are specifically 
looking for high amino-acid 
levels for their own livestock 
industries.”

Wessel adds that in-
creased seed-company in-
volvement in the ISA HY+Q 
initiative leads to more 
valuable, qualitative data to 
work with from field trials, 
breeding, and research and 
development efforts. “Giv-
en today’s farm economy, 
anything we can do to add 
more value to the soybeans 
we grow is a win-win for 
farmers and the agricultur-
al industry,” Wessel says. 
“Putting more emphasis on 
amino-acid profiles at the 
varietal level is a great way 
to help accomplish this.”

***
The Illinois Soybean 

Association (ISA) checkoff 
and membership programs 
represent more than 43,000 
soybean growers in Illinois. 
The checkoff funds market 
development, soybean in-
novation and profitability 
efforts, issues analysis, com-
munications and education. 
For more information, visit 
the website www.ilsoy.org.

Specializing in On Farm Repair
Call 815-849-5223 or Cellular 815-994-7543

www.sublette-mechanical.com 05272020

Our Family Protecting Your Family For 50 Years

06242020

Riley Klein

Riley 
Says...

We thank our local farmers for their hard work, 
passion, and resilience. We’re proud to support 
them with the comprehensive protection they 
need to support our tomorrow.  
Trust in Tomorrow.®

THE FUTURE RESTS ON
THOSE WHO RARELY DO

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell 
Mutual Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2020.
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AMBOY FOOD & LIQUORAMBOY FOOD & LIQUOR
Amboy Deli HoursAmboy Deli Hours

Mon-Sat 7 a.m. – 8 p.m.Mon-Sat 7 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Sun 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.Sun 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

815-857-7020
Now Accepting EBT Now Accepting EBT 
Link Cards and WICLink Cards and WIC

Grocery delivery for disabled & 
senior citizens - in town only.

Summer Hours
Monday-Thursday – 7 am – 9 pm
Friday-Saturday – 7 am – 10 pm

Sunday – 8 am – 8 pm

WEEKLY SPECIALS

HOT BUYS

PRODUCE & WEEKLY SPECIALS

U.S.D.A. Beef 
Boneless Ribeye

Yoplait Gogurt 
8 pack 2.2 oz

Driscoll’s Red 
Raspberries

CucumberFresh Mangos

Food Club 
American 
Cheese Singles 
16 oz

Sale goes through June 30, 2020
06242020

Blue Bunny 
Mini Ice Cream 
Cones 
8-10 Pack

Breakstone 
Sour Cream 
16 oz

Food Club Frozen 
Vegetable Blends 
Assorted 16 oz

Kellogg’s 
Nutrigrain Bars 
Assorted 10.4 oz

KC 
Masterpiece 
BBQ Sauce 
Assorted 17-18 oz

Food Club 
Cream Cheese 
Bar or Tub 
Assorted 8 oz

Whole 
Mushrooms 
8 oz container 

Asparagus

Blue Bonnet 
Spreads 
16 oz

Juicy Juice 
8 Pack or 64 oz Assorted

7-Up Products 
6 Pack Bottles

Blue Bunny Ice 
Cream 
Assorted 46-48 oz

Wishbone Salad 
Dressing 
Assorted 15 oz

Chi-Chi’s Salsa 
Assorted 16 oz

French’s Yellow 
Mustard 
20 oz

Nabisco Ritz 
Crackers 
13.7 oz

Betty Crocker 
Suddenly Salad 
Assorted 5.9-8.3 oz

Arkansas 
Tomatoes

Rotisserie Chicken Available on Tuesdays and Fridays after 2 pm
Sale Prices Valid June 24-30, 2020 – Limited Quantities – While Supplies Last

AMBOY 
DELI

$$229999
lb.

$$112929
lb.

$$13139999
lb.

Reg. Price $15.99 lb.

$$339999
ea.

Reg. Price $6.19 ea.

$$224949
ea.

Reg. Price $3.19 ea.
2/2/$$44

Reg. Price $2.69 ea.

$$119999
ea.

Reg. Price $2.69 ea.

$$229999
ea.

Reg. Price $4.39 ea.

$$229999
ea.

Reg. Price $3.99 ea.

2/2/$$33
Reg. Price $2.59 ea.

2/2/$$33
Reg. Price $1.89 ea.

2/2/$$44
Reg. Price $2.59 ea.

2/2/$$22

2/2/$$55
Reg. Price $2.99 ea.

$$444949
ea.

Reg. Price $5.39 ea.

2/2/$$22

$$114949
ea.

Reg. Price $1.79-1.99 ea.

$$223939
ea.

Reg. Price $2.89 ea.

2/2/$$55

$$229999
ea.

Reg. Price $3.89 ea.

$$334949
ea.

Reg. Price $4.09 ea.

9999¢¢
ea.

Reg. Price $1.19 ea.

$$117979
ea. 2/2/$$33

Reg. Price $2.09 ea.

$$449999
ea.

Reg. Price $6.49 ea.

Junior Burger with 
Wedges and 24 oz 
Drink Combo
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