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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

“I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and
to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible,
with liberty and justice for all.”

In classrooms across the country, millions of students partake in saying
the Pledge of Allegiance.

Unfortunately, many have merely memorized the words without
understanding the significance it has to their country and freedom. If
you are a parent or mentor, it’s important to educate our youth about
its significance.

A Brief History

The Pledge of Allegiance gained its first major publicity through an of-
ficial program called the National Public Schools Celebration of Columbus
Day. It was September 8, 1892 when the prose was printed in the Youth’s
Companion leaflet and distributed to schools throughout the country.

While it has seen a few revisions since its original form was penned
by Francis Bellamy, it became a staple in classrooms while remaining
unrecognized by Congress. According to the American Legion, it wasn’t
until 1942, when the Pledge was officially included in the United States
Flag Code and 1945 when the official name of the Pledge of Allegiance
was adopted.

Its Importance

Whendiscussing the Pledge of Allegiance with younger children, explain
thatitis an opportunity to display their loyalty as a citizen to our country.
It should be considered an act of unity for students to stand together and
pay their respect to America’s banner.

Childrenshould be encouragedtolearn more aboutthe meaning ofthe
Pledge, rather than only recite the words. Itis intended to inspire curiosity
about the country’s history and help build a stronger sense of patriotism.

Proper Etiquette

Much like the National Anthem, there is a proper way to show your
respect to the flag during the Pledge. Here are the steps, from the U.S.
Flag Code.

e The pledge is to be recited by standing at attention;

¢ Face the flag and place the right hand over the heart;

e People in uniform must face the flag, remain silent and take the
military salute; and

¢ Those not in uniform must remove any non-religious headdress with
their right hand, place it on their left shoulder, in such a way that their
right hand is over the heart.
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2020 RATES AND SPECIALS

‘l Weekdays $15 for 9 holes, $25 for 18
‘, Weekends $20 for 9 holes, $35 for 18
®  Twilight Golf after 3 p.m., unlimited play $20
All prices include cart
Kids under 13 play free with an adult
Kids 14-18 are 1/2 price

SPECIALS
30% off membership for first time members
and $250 punch cards for 11
18-hole rounds including cart

COUNTRY CLUB

577 US Highway Rt. 52¢ Sublette, IL
4 Miles South of Amboy
(815)849-5424 « www.shadyoakscc.com
Like us on Facebook!
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Helping families realize the American
Dream for more than 33 years

Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd

Sublette, IL 61367
s 815-535-6295 .o




The Amboy News, Wednesday, June 10, 2020

FLYING THE
FLAG AT NIGHT

ccording to the United States Flag Code, American flags should be
flown from sunrise to sunset.

Lowering the banner
at night is considered
another way to show
our utmost respect to
the symbol and those
who served. However,
with enough illumi-
nation, it is perfectly
acceptable to represent
your patriotism through-
out the night.

The flag may be
displayed 24 hours a
day if well-lit during the
hours of darkness. The
Congressional Research
Service reports that the
dignity accorded to the
banner is preserved by
lighting that prevents
its being enveloped in
darkness.

If you feel your flag
should wave during
nighttime hours, it’s
important to have a
sufficient light source
to display its recogniz-
able stars and stripes.
Here are some ideas to
consider when creating
a patriotic display.

Create a Light Source
If you’re flagpole is

t——

not around an electri-
cal source, you have a
few different options to
provide light. Remember
your budget when you
decide which avenue is
the best for your yard.

e Extension cord: One
way to achieve a beam
of light is investing in
a light bulb rated for
outdoor use. Check your
local hardware store for
a spike-mounted beam
so you can easily trans-
port it out of your way
during daytime hours.
You also could choose
a heavy-duty extension
cord designed to handle
the electricity required
for extended periods of
time.

e Outdoor outlet: If
you would rather have a
permanent light fixture
in your yard to display
Old Glory, assistance
from a licensed electri-
cian is a must. They can
tap into your home’s
current electrical source
and install an approved
outdoor outlet.

e Solar lights: Modern

solar power is incred-
ibly efficient as a light
source; just be sure

it has the power and
durability to maintain its
shine overnight.

All-Weather Flag

If you intend to wave
your flag 24 hours, it’s
crucial to have a ban-
ner that can withstand
the extended use and
inclement-outdoor
elements. According
to the U.S. Flag Code,
“The flag should not
be displayed on days
when the weather is
inclement, except when
an all-weather flag is
displayed.” An all-weath-
er flag provides you with
a banner that is made
of high-quality materials
while being able to flow
in the breeze.

During your search,
look for flags made
from a nylon material
for extra-long use or
heavyweight cotton to
maintain a traditional
appearance while boost-
ing durability.

FIRST STATE BANK

— 2514 Johnson St, West Brooklyn, IL 61378

815.628.3121 o firststatebank.biz
Member FDIC
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VAESSEN
BROTHERS

www.vaessenbrothers.com
ROUTE 52 N. * SUBLETTE, IL (815) 849-5232 or 1-800-227-5203

CHEVROLET, INC,

“Great Deals - Great Service Since 1926

WE SERVICE
MOST
DOMESTIC
CARS, VANS,
TRUCKS AND
MOTORHOMES.
ALL AT
COMPETITIVE
PRICES
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FUN FLAG FACTS

hetheryou’re an educator yourself or a parent who
lovestheir country (andits flag),impressthekiddos
inyour life with these funfactsabout the history of Old Glory.

e The colors of the United States flag are no accident.
Red stands for bravery, valor and zeal; white symbolizes
purity and innocence; blue for loyalty, devotion, vigilance,
perseverance and justice of our ancestors.

¢ Nicknames for the flag include: the Stars and Stripes,
Old Glory and the Star-Spangled Banner.

® The blue union holds 50 stars to represent the states
that make up the United States, the stripes symbolize the
13 original states

¢ The flag was created to celebrate the independence of
the 13 American colonies from Britain.

e OnJune 14, (now Flag Day) 1777, the Continental Con-
gress passed the first Flag Act which ultimately established
the new flag for America.

e The first official flag featured its signature red and white
stripes but had a bare blue union. Stars were added later to
signify the different states as they entered the union.

e The United States banner has similarities in color and
design of other countries, such as Liberia, Malaysia, Puerto
Rico and Chile.

¢ The current design of the flag has been the same since
1960, when Hawaii joined the union.

* The United States flag should always be on top of a staff
if multiple flags are flown.

Shhow your paeiowism, Youy good sk, Youy decorating prowess o Just
lnawe oo By entering Ehe Fourth of July Fome Deconating Contest, spo-
sored By The Anibey News, The City of Anibey anid Aniboy Foed and Liguer,
More fnjformation is everliable on our welbste - Wy AnbeyNews.com
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RESPECT FOR THE FLAG

he Flag Code was adopted to protect our nation’s symbol of freedom and accomplishment of those who have served. If you are unfamiliar
with the rules of the banner, it’s possible to be unintentionally disrespectful.

Learn the basics from
Chapter 4 U.S.C 8, to un-
derstand how to honor the
flag, per the Government
Publishing Office.

¢ The flag should never
be displayed with the union
down, except as a signal of
dire distressininstances of
extreme danger to life or
property.

e The flag should never
touch anything beneath
it, such as the ground, the
floor, water or merchan-
dise.

¢ The flag should never
be carried flat or horizon-
tally, but always aloft and
free.

e The flag should never
be usedaswearingapparel,
bedding or drapery.

¢ The flag should never
be fastened, displayed,
used or stored in such a
manner as to permit it to
be easily torn, soiled or
damaged in any way.

¢ The flag should never
be used as a covering for
a ceiling.

e The flag should never
have placed uponit, noron
any part of it, nor attached
to it any mark, insignia,
word, figure, design, pic-
ture or any drawing of any
nature.

¢ The flag should never
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be used as a receptacle for
receiving, holding, carrying
or delivering anything.

e The flag should never
be used for advertising

purposes in any manner
whatsoever. It should not
be embroidered on such
articles as cushions or
handkerchiefs and thelike.

Dimond Bros. Proudly Serves Amboy and Beyond

FOR ALL YOUR

INSURANCE NEEDS

10 E Division St

e No part of the flag
should ever be used as a
costume or athletic uni-
form. However, a patch
may be affixed to the uni-

"'l)

form of military personnel,
firemen, policemen and
members of patriotic or-
ganizations.

e The flag, when it is

Amboy

All Ve’rerans and Active
Military Personnel will

815-857-3966
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AUTO HOME LIFE HEALTH FARM COMMERCIAL WORKERS COMPENSATION BONDS

receive 207 off their meal
each day our kitchen is open.

Proper L.D. required.

in such condition that it is
no longer a fitting emblem
for display, should be de-
stroyed in a dignified way,
preferably by burning.

facebook
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hen you deem
a flag too bat-
tered to be dis-

played honorably, retirement
requires a respectful ceremo-

ny.

Laying this symbol of
America to rest is a hum-
bling experience and should
be done with care. The Flag
Code expresses that the pre-
ferred way of disposal is
through a dignified manner,
preferably burning.

Do you know how to tell
when your banner is ready
for a respectful retirement?

Consider these factors to
determine when and how to
release Old Glory from its
display.

THE RIGHT TIME

Before assuming your flag
is due for a replacement, it’s
important to inspect it care-
fully. Many times, exposure
to outdoor elements takes
a toll on a flag’s cleanliness
and can make it appear too
weathered to continue to
serve.

However, when its physi-
cal integrity is in tact, a sim-
ple washing can bring it back
to life.

When analyzing the integ-
rity of your flag’s material,
look beyond easily cleaned
obstructions. You will know
it is beyond repairable when
you notice prominent holes
or frayed edges that will al-
ter its size and texture after
mending.

WHO IS AUTHO-
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RETIRING A BATTERED FLAG

RIZED TO RETIRE A
FLAG?

The Flag Code doesn’t
restrict anyone from retiring
a banner, so use your best
judgment to choose someone
who will take the responsi-
bility seriously.

Here are some ideas to
consider if you plan to con-
duct a ceremony, from the
Independence Hall Associa-
tion.

* One flag should be used
in the ceremony to represent
all banners included in the re-
tirement service. The remain-
der of symbols should be col-
lectively incinerated;

 The solemn service
should be conducted out-
doors, in conjunction with a
campfire program;

* The ceremony should in-
clude two color guards, one
representing the flag in use

and another for the banner to
be retired; and

* A leader of the service
should call the group to atten-
tion, order a salute, lead the
Pledge of Allegiance, order
the flag retired and remain at
the scene until the fire is safe-
ly extinguished and ashes are
burned.

OTHER OPTIONS
Of course, the preferred

method of a dignified retire-
ment is by burning. If the ex-
perience is out of your com-
fort zone, however, a good
avenue to seek is your local
Veterans of Foreign Wars
club or American Legion.
These knowledgeable experts
can point you in the right di-
rection of a flag-retirement
service or host a ceremony to
ensure it is done properly and
respectfully.
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