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BY JENNIFER SIMMONS
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
use of non-highway ve-
hicles within the corporate 
limits of the City of Rochelle 
was approved by Rochelle 
City Council Monday night. 
The new ordinance was ad-
opted to allow for residents 
to permit the non-highway 
vehicles; however, certain 
provisions must be fol-
lowed.

Some of the provisions 
include a minimum speed 
of 15 m.p.h. and maximum 
speed of 25 m.p.h., four 
wheels, and does not include 
vehicles operated by a driver 
straddling the apparatus 
(such as an ATV).

Guidelines are also out-
lined in the ordinance in-
cluding allowable hours of 
operation, proof of driver’s 
license and insurance and 

roadways which vehicles 
are not allowed to operate 
on.

According to the ordi-
nance, permitted vehicles 
will be allowed to operate 
Sunday through Thursday 
from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. and 
Friday through Saturday 
from 6 a.m. to midnight. 

Streets where operation 
is not permissible include:

Illinois Route 251
Illinois Route 38
Interstate 39
Caron Road 

Veteran’s Parkway
20th Street
Flagg Road
Steward Road
Dement Road
An exception to opera-

tion on these streets, in the 
ordinance, states “It is not 
prohibited to cross an ex-
cluded street with a speed 
limit posted of 35 m.p.h. 
or less. Crossing must take 
place at a designated inter-
section, at a 90 degree angle, 
providing no obstruction 
exists. The non-highway 

vehicle must come to a 
complete stop and yield to 
all oncoming traffic before 
crossing such roadway.”

Other restrictions include 
non-highway vehicles not 
permitted on private prop-
erty or park district property 
such as the bike path; not 
permitted on sidewalks; and 
all non-highway vehicles 
operated within corporate 
limits of the city must have 
brakes, a steering apparatus, 
four tires, a rear-view mir-
ror, red reflectorized warn-
ing devices in the front and 
rear, slow moving emblem 
on the rear, a tail-lamp that 
emits a red light visible 
from at least 100 feet from 
the rear, brake lights, turn 
signals, head light that emits 
a white light visible 500 feet 
from the front and a seat belt 
for each occupant.

See ROAD page 4
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ROCHELLE – Petition packets are avail-
able for three seats in April’s Consolidated 
Primary Election, according to Rochelle City 
Clerk Sue Messer.

At Monday night’s Rochelle City Council 
meeting, Messer said four-year full term 
council positions will be on the ballot. Resi-
dents in Rochelle who want their name on 
the next city election for council can pick 
up a candidate packet at the city clerk’s of-

fice at Rochelle City Hall, 420 N. 6th St. 
Petitions may begin being circulated as of 
Tuesday, Aug. 25.

Terms coming to an end include council 
members Dan McDermott, Kathryn Shaw-
Dickey and Don Burke.

There need to be 13 candidates on the bal-
lot in order to have a Consolidated Primary 
Election on Feb. 23, 2021.

The Consolidated General Election will 

be held on April 6, 2021.
Candidates can file their petitions between 

Nov. 16 and Nov. 20 and on Nov. 23 at Ro-
chelle City Hall. The clerk’s office will be 
open 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Nov. 16; 7:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Nov. 17 through Nov. 20, 
and 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Nov. 23.

Candidates must be a qualified elector of 
the municipality and have one year residency 
in the municipality preceding the election.

Petition packets available

Out on the roads

A happy birthday surprise

At right are Dolly 
Edwards and her 
granddaughter, 
Katja Starkey, 
who share the 
same birthday of 
Aug. 24. At left, 
children from the 
Touch the 
Nations 
orphanage 
wished Edwards 
and Starkey a 
happy birthday 
via video call on 
Monday.

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

A grandmother and her grand-
daughter who are born on the 
same day 49 years apart received 

birthday wishes from across the globe. 
Dolly Edwards was born on Aug. 24, 

1922 and her granddaughter, Katja Star-
key, was born exactly 49 years later to the 
day. Fast forward another 49 years to the 
present day and they are celebrating their 
birthdays together, Edwards turning 98 and 
Starkey turning 49.  

“Isn’t it crazy that I was born when she 
turned 49, now I am 49 and we are cel-
ebrating together,” Starkey said. 

Dolly grew up on a farm just north of 
town. She then moved to Creston, where 
she spent most of her life and raised her 
children, before moving to Rochelle, 
where she currently lives. Edwards’ daugh-
ter Bonnie grew up in Rochelle, graduated 
from Rochelle Township High School 
and eventually gave birth to her daughter 
Katja, Dolly’s granddaughter.

See BIRTHDAY page 7

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – Ro-
chelle police are investi-
gating reports of two local 
businesses broken into ear-
ly Tuesday morning. There 
are currently no suspects, 
but the incident remains 
under investigation.

At approximately 2:33 
a.m., Rochelle Tobacco N 
Liquor, located in the Ro-
chelle Commons, was bro-
ken into. At approximately 
2:39 a.m., Shell Gas Sta-
tion, located on Lake Lida 
Lane, was also broken into. 
Burglars gained access to 
both of the businesses by 
smashing the glass front 
doors.

Alcohol, cash and ciga-
rettes were stolen from Ro-
chelle Tobacco N Liquor 
and currently, only ciga-
rettes are known to have 
been stolen from Shell. 

See STOLEN page 4

Shops 
burglarized
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City of Rochelle Clerk Sue Messer 
administered the Oath of 
Office to two new Rochelle police 
officers during Monday night’s 
Rochelle City Council meeting. 
Above, Messer (right) swears 
in Cassie Rogers. At left, newly 
sworn-in officer Trevor Owen 
receives his pin from his wife, 
Alison. Rogers joined the 
Rochelle Police Department in 
2013 as a dispatcher. She will 
begin Police Academy training 
in September. Owen joined the 
police department as a 
dispatcher in 2015. He has 
attended the police academy and 
has worked as a part-time police 
officer for an area department.

New officers

Auction goal 
surpassed
BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – Bearrows Real Estate and 
Auction Company recently held a very success-
ful online auction for the items inside the former 
Hickory Grove Banquet Hall, bringing the city 
one step closer to demolishing the building for a 
new developer. 

The auction was held online between July 30 
and Aug. 20 through the online auction website 
hibid.com. There were many different items for 
sale ranging from Rochelle memorabilia, banquet 
hall furniture, kitchen items and much more.

The main goal of the auction was to help clear 
out old items from the building and help raise 
funds for the future demolition project as well as 
keep many historical items in the hands of local 
community members. Bearrows Real Estate and 
Auction Company set a goal of $10,000 at the 
beginning of the auction and exceeded its goal 
raising $12,570.50. 

“The auction went very well, we had a great 
time and a lot of response with 141 registered 
bidders from both local and surrounding areas” 
said John Bearrows, Rochelle mayor and owner of 
Bearrows Real Estate and Auction Company. “All 
funds will be put towards bringing the building 
down and while it isn’t a huge number, everything 
counts because it all adds up.” 

All but six items were sold in the auction and 
those items will remain in the building for the time 
being. Individuals who purchased items during 
the auction picked them up from Hickory Grove 
on Saturday, Aug. 22 between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

The City of Rochelle is currently working to-
wards securing a grant to help fund the demolition 
project which will begin next spring if the grant is 
secured and this fall if it is not. Both the city and 
Bearrows Real Estate and Auction Company would 
like to thank everybody who participated in the 
event and purchased a piece of Rochelle history. 

“I would just like to thank all of the local people 
and bidders that helped in our auction,” Bearrows 
said. “There was also a lot of nostalgic pieces 
that I am glad to see fall back into the hands of 
local folk.”
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“Vote for Us”
www.BestOfOgleCounty.com

- Best Pizza
- Best Pasta

- Best Appetizer
- Best Dessert

- Best Italian Restaurant
- Best Family Restaurant

- Best Bar
- Best Local Business

HOURS: Open Daily

Sun-Th 11:30-9:30pm
Fri-Sat 11:30-10pm

2290 Oakland Drive, Sycamore
815-758-8222

www.olliessycamore.com

Stop by for a tasty family outing!

Flavors: Vanilla or Chocolate
or our Flavor of the Day

• Milk Shakes

• Malts

• Sodas

• Arctic Blast

• Black Cow

• Slushies

• Specialty Sundaes

Ollie’s
Frozen Custard

Call to order specialty pies for birthdays,
anniversaries or any other occasion! (24 Hour Notice)

HOURS: Open Daily
Sun.-Thurs. 11:30-9:00pm

Fri.-Sat. 11:30-10pm

07012020

NOW 

SERVING

05032020

02272018

Diana Alanis, MD Melissa Inman
Nurse Practitioner

815-227-9594 1118 Turkington Terrace, Rochelle, IL
Most Insurance Accepted

Mon  7:30-7:30,  Tue 1:30-7:30,  Wed 7:30-7:30,  Thur  8:00-7:30,  Fri  7:30-4,  Sat 8-12

CARING FOR YOUR FAMILY’S HEALTH
• Infants to Adults 
• Family Medicine

• Same Day Appointments
• Physicals (including Sport)

• On Site Affordable  
Lab Services

• Chronic Care Management
• Internal Medicine

Accepting 

New  

Patients!

Diana Alanis, MD Melissa Inman
Nurse Practitioner

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL
We Accept Most Insurances 

and
Patients Without Insurance

 Monday 7:30-6:00pm,  Tuesday 1:30-7:30, Wednesday 7:30-6:00, Thursday 8:00-7:30,  
Friday 7:30-4:00, and some Saturdays 8:00-12:00

WE’VE MOVED TO A NEW 
LOCATION TO BETTER CARE 
FOR YOUR FAMILY’S HEALTH!

Medical Care For Your 
Whole Family
• Infants to Adults 
• Acute Care Visits

• Chronic Disease Management
• Wellness Visits

Accepting 

New  
Patients!

Starting 

date of 

May 4th...

Melissa Inman
Nurse Practitioner

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL
We Accept Most 
Insurances and
Patients Without 

Insurance

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

CARING FOR YOUR 
FAMILY’S HEALTH

• Same Day Appointments
• Infants to Adults
• Family Medicine

• On Site Affordable
Lab Services

• Chronic Care Management
• Opioid Addiction 

Management
Summer Special Cash Price:

• Sports Physicals $35
• School Physicals $50

Accepting 

New  
Patients!

Tenemos personal que habla español

07
01

20
20

Open 7 days a week, 6am -9pmOpen 7 days a week, 6am -9pm
Bar Open Daily 8am -9pmBar Open Daily 8am -9pm

*Daily Home 
Cooking 
Specials*

Friday - All you 
can Eat Fish

-Walleye
-Cod

GrubsteakersGrubsteakers

RT. 251 & 64 - Kings, IL
815-562-3430
Carryout Available 07012020

361 W. IL Rt. 38, Rochelle, Illinois
Independently owned & operated

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

of Hub City
361 W. IL Rt. 38, Rochelle, Illinois
Independently owned & operated

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

of Hub City
Jennie McLaughlin

Broker
(815) 561-9488

jlmnjm1953@yahoo.com
www.jenzhomes.com

GOOD LUCK HUBS!
It would be my pleasure to help 

you with all your real estate 
needs, whether buying or selling.

Give me a call with any  
questions you may have.

FBB2017

Jennie 
McLaughlin, 

Broker
(815) 561-9488

jlmnjm1953@yahoo.com
www.jenzhomes.com

REMAX  
HUB CITY IS  

MOVING 
TO A NEW 

HOME!
Starting September 1st 
we will be located at

136 May Mart Dr.  
Same Great Service at a New Location!

Independently owned & operated.

08
12

20
20

Back To School
Health & Sports

Physicals

$25 each or $40 for both

(Immunizations not included)

Schedule Soon To Beat The Rush!

Appointments Available
Mon., Wed. & Thurs.

Most insurances 
accepted.

Now Welcoming New Patients
Davis Family  
Health LLC We Fix Boo Boos

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

1212 Currency Court
Rochelle, IL

815-561-8500

Adult Physicals
For Work

$40
With TB Tests 

$60-$80

DOT
Physicals

$75

07012020

Cash required

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – Rochelle city officials, Rochelle 
Municipal Utilities staff and both local radio and tele-
vision news outlets gathered outside Rochelle Well 12 
to celebrate the completion of a $3 million investment 
into city’s drinking water system. 

Well 12 was completed and went live in 2017, but 
in 2018, it began showing radium levels higher than 
the required amount set by the Illinois EPA. The recent 
project was completed to bring the radium levels down 
to the required amount as well as remove any iron in 
the water and update much of the technology used. 

“With the new requirements, we decided to use the 
same Hydrous Manganese Oxide (HMO) technology 
used at the well by the high school,” said RMU Super-
intendent Adam Lanning. “We are using all state of the 
art monitoring and automation so the water quality is 
continually analyzed. All monitors are also connected 
to a SCADA system that will automatically shut off the 
water and call out to a worker if an alarm goes off.”

Along with the new automation, an employee will 
come out once a day to manually check the water quality. 
Work began on the project in the fall of 2019 and was 
recently completed this summer of 2020. 

The cost of the plant itself was about $1.9 million, 
extending the sanitary sewer line from town was about 

Celebrating 
completion
City commemorates $3 million 

investment in Well 12

$650,000, rehabilitating the well was around $100,000 
and design and construction management was around 
$400,000 for a total of approximately $3 million. The 
work was contracted through Larson and Larson Builders 
Inc. and was funded through an Illinois revolving loan 
program through the IEPA at a 1.38 percent interest rate 
over the period of 20 years. 

“I think that this will be a great addition to our water 
system and will be able to offer lots of high quality water 
for the next many years,” said Lanning. 

Along with increasing the quality of the city’s drinking 

water and technology at the well, this investment will 
also help the city attract new businesses to the area. 
Without this well and water access, businesses would 
not be able to set up in this area of town. 

“Now with all of this water and sewer capacity, we 
are moving south with our industrial development,” 
said Jason Anderson, Rochelle economic development 
director. “There is about 1,000 acres here that this will 
serve immediately and without this you don’t develop. 
This has a huge impact on the growth of our industrial 
base because the infrastructure is here.” 

City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh, RMU Superintendent Adam Lanning and fellow RMU staff members cut the 
ribbon on the recently completed $3 million dollar investment into the city’s drinking water system. Pictured 
left to right (front row) are Fiegenschuh, Lanning, Jay Mullholand, Kyle Bridgeman, Dwayne Rangel and Joe 
Kinney.

(PHOTOS BY ANDREW HEISERMAN)
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SPOTLIGHT

R
B

S620 S. 7th • Rochelle, IL | 815-562-2177
www.Prescottbrothersford.com

See us for all your tire needs! 
Call Mel or Barb in our service department.

Service Department open Saturdays 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Semi-Synthetic Oil &  
Filter Change & FREE Tire Rotation

$40 Plus tax & fees. 
Up to 5 quarts.

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Like on on Facebook
Lic# 055-013999

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Plumbing, Heating, Air 
Conditioning, Drinking water 

systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976

ROCHELLE  •  815-562-5596
RochelleIns.com

Since 1916, Auto-Owners 
has partnered with 
independent agents  
to provide local service  
and trusted protection. 

Protection 
you need,
service you 
deserve.

ROCHELLE  •  815-562-5596
RochelleIns.com

Since 1916, Auto-Owners 
has partnered with 
independent agents  
to provide local service  
and trusted protection. 

Protection 
you need,
service you 
deserve.

06072018

01232019

ROCHELLE • 815-562-5596
www.DimondBros.com

Any arrests listed 
in this paper are 
merely charges and 
the defendants are 
presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in 
a court of law.
Please note that 
all police reports 
received from the 

Rochelle Police, the 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 
Illinois State Police, 
will be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit 
particular reports will 
not be considered or 
honored at any time.

Report policy

On Aug. 21 at 8:44 
a.m. Rochelle police cit-
ed Edgar E. Lopez, 23, 
of Rochelle, fo failure to 
yield to an emergency ve-
hicle. He issued a promise 
to comply. His court date 
is set for Oct. 2. 

 On Aug. 21 at 12:28 
p.m., Rochelle police 
cited Grant D. Zickur, 21, 
of Rochelle, for speeding 
54 m.p.h. in a 30 m.p.h. 
zone. He issued a promise 
to comply. His court date 
is set for Oct. 2. 

On Aug. 21 at 11:45 
p.m. Rochelle police ar-
rested Stephanie O’Neill, 

31, of Rochelle, for no 
valid driver’s license, 
no insurance and DUI. 
She posted an I-Bond. 
Her court date is set for 
Sept. 23. 

On Aug. 22 at 6:24 
p.m. Rochelle police 
arrested Nicholas Cadie, 
35, of Davis Junction, on 
an Ogle County warrant. 
He was transported to jail 

On Aug. 23 at 12:31 
a.m. Rochelle police ar-
rested Ashley P. Paddie, 
29, of Mount Morris, 
for battery. She posted 
I-Bond. Her court date 
is set for Sept. 25.

On Aug. 21 at about 
2:18 p.m. Ogle Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s deputies 
responded to a crash 
involving an injury 
at Freeport Road and 
Sterling Road. Deputies 
learned that a 2014 In-
dian motorcycle driven 
by Harley Vogt, 77, of 
Sterling, was traveling 
south on Freeport Road, 
failed to stop at the inter-
section and entered the 
southeast ditch, coming 
to rest in a cornfield.  
Vogt was pronounced 
deceased on scene by 
the Ogle County Cor-
oner. Deputies were 
assisted by Polo Fire and 
Ambulance along with 
the Polo Police Depart-
ment. The crash remains 
under investigation. 

On Aug. 21, at 6:56 
a.m. Ogle County Sher-
iff ’s  deputies ,  Polo 
Pol ice  Depar tment , 
Polo Fire Department, 
and the Polo Ambu-
lance  responded to 
an accident with inju-
ries at Illinois Route 26 
and Illinois Route 52. 
Gabrielle F. Klukaczyns-
ki, 18 of Princeton, was 
traveling southbound 
on Illinois Route 26 
when she failed to stop 
for the stop sign.  Kluk-

aczynski struck an em-
bankment before coming 
to a stop in a cornfield. 
Klukaczynski was trans-
ported to KSB Hospital 
by the Polo Ambulance 
with mult iple  inju-
ries. After a further in-
vestigation, Ogle Coun-
ty Deputies met with Klu-
kaczynski at KSB Hos-
pital where she was 
arrested for driving un-
der the influence, ille-
gal transportation of al-
cohol and disobeying a 
stop sign.  Klukaczynski 
was given an I-Bond 
and a September court 
date.

Aug. 23
On Aug. 23 at 12:04 

a.m., deputies conducted 
a traffic stop on a 2004 
Chevy Impala at Fourth 
Street and Washington 
Street in Oregon. After a 
short investigation, dep-
uties arrested Raheem 
J. Martin, 28, of Dixon, 
for unlawful cannabis 
container, unlawful use 
of cannabis and driving 
while under the influence 
of drugs. Martin was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail and held in 
lieu of bond. Deputies 
were assisted on scene 
by Oregon Police. 

From page 1

During discussion prior to adoption of the ordinance 
Monday night, council members Dan McDermott and 
Bil Hayes raised questions.

“Will there be an inspection point when stickers are 
issued,” council member Dan McDermott asked.

“There will not,” Jennifer Thompson responded. “So, 
this will be similar to obtaining a registration for your 
automobile. When they come in to obtain the sticker 
they [applicant] will have to sign off on the various 
requirements agreeing that they have each item on 
their vehicle.”

Council member Hayes’ question dealt with safety 
concerns and liability over the proposal.

“16-year-olds will be able to drive up until midnight 
on the weekends, on regular streets, not on highways?” 
Hayes asked.

“That is correct,” Thompson said. 
“Is there an age limit on the passengers?” Hayes 

asked further.
“Since the driver is subject to the rules of the Illinois 

vehicle code they would have to abide by the same rules 
as for motor vehicles. So if that means the 16-year-old 
is only allowed one passenger or they are allowed two 
passengers – whatever that may be – they have to follow 
that same motor vehicle code,” Thompson explained.

“But the state code doesn’t allow for these vehicles 
to be on the street, we have to change that in our munic-
ipal code. The state doesn’t allow it,” Hayes clarified.

“The state allows a municipality to make the deter-
mination,” Thompson verified.

“So we take on the liability if someone was to get 
hurt,” Hayes said. “I don’t want anybody to get hurt. 
Nor do I want the taxpayer to have to pay any litigation 
involved if somebody did get hurt. But the main thing 
is I don’t want anybody to get hurt.”

In order to clarify Hayes’ concerns, City of Rochelle 
Attorney Dominick Lanzito addressed the council.

“With respect to liability there are provisions in 
the Torte Immunity Act that give this council and the 
city which is known as legislative immunity,” Lanzito 
said. “By following the protocols and looking at what 
streets and analyzing which streets should and should 
not be used for this type of process… I mean there’s 
no guarantee that someone’s not going to get hurt or 
someone’s not going to make a misrepresentation on 
their affidavit or application, [it’s] no different than if 
someone was driving without a license gets into a car 
accident without the appropriate insurance… But from a 
legal standpoint you’re dealing with various provisions 
and the code allowed for this I think is based on factors 
that have been analyzed by staff.”

Hayes still expressed his concern about passing the 
ordinance.

“That answers my question to a certain extent… I’m 
still not comfortable with the likliehood of the people that 
vote to change the state law to allow for it to happen in 
our community taking on the opportunity for someone 
to get hurt. Once we sign off on it, we’re responsible 
if someone gets hurt,” Hayes said.

Council members voted 6-1, with Hayes being the 
only nah vote, and passed the ordinance.

Fees
Residents can begin permitting non-highway vehicles 

Sept. 1 at the Rochelle Police Department. Cost for 
permits are $75 for the first-time applicant. Renewal 
permits will cost $50 annually. The cost of a senior 
citizen’s application or renewal will be $35. Annual 
permit fees will not be pro-rated.

All registered/permitted vehicles must display a 
current permit sticker at all times. Every application 
for permit will include name and address of applicant, 
name of liability insurance carrier, valid driver’s license 
number, serial number, make, model and description of 
the non-highway vehicle, a signed waiver of liability 
releasing the city and agreement to indemnify and hold 
the city harmless from any and all future claims resulting 
from operation of a non-highway vehicle on city streets 
and a copy applicable liability insurance coverage spe-
cifically for the vehicle covered by the permit.

From page 1

But the police expect 
more items could be report-
ed when more information 
is known. Similar burglaries 
occurred in other surround-
ing areas on the same night, 
leading Rochelle police to 
believe they are all related. 

“Sterling, Dixon and 
Sugar Grove had the same 
thing happen to some of 
their businesses last night as 
well, so we think that they 
are all by the same individ-
uals,” Rochelle Police Chief 
Eric Higby said. “It looks 
like they probably went to 
towns along Interstate 88.” 

ROAD: Permitting to begin Sept. 1

STOLEN: Police 
investigate burglaries

STEWARD   — Margaret E. Smith, age 91 of 
Steward, passed away on Tuesday, Aug. 25, 2020 
at her home with her family at her side.  

Funeral arrangements are pending at the Unger 
Horner Funeral Home, 400 N. Sixth St., Rochelle.  
An online guest book is available at www.Unger-
Horner.com.

Obituaries

Margaret Smith

Driver cited for 
failure to yield to an 
emergency vehicle

Man dies after 
crashing motorcycle

Read and 
Recycle
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Rochelle Retail Center 
1227 Caron Rd • (Next to Walmart) 

815-561-3553 
M-F 8-8 • Sat 8-6 • Sun 9-6

Looking 
great has 
never been so 
convenient.

Not valid with any other offers. Limit 
one coupon per customer. No copies. 
Taxes may apply. Valid at Rochelle 
Retail Center.

OFFER EXPIRES: 8/31/2020

ANY HAIRCUT

$799

POP_3.28x4_Rochelle_28350-001.indd   1POP_3.28x4_Rochelle_28350-001.indd   1 6/29/20   10:15 AM6/29/20   10:15 AM

$100 Move-In Bonus*

APARTMENTS 
NOW AVAILABLE!
COUNTRYSIDE 

VILLAGE
907 N. 2nd Street • Rochelle
For Adults 62+ &/or Persons  

with a Disability
On-Site Services Coodinator
Affordable Rent is Based on  

30% of Income

815-562-8487
www.meridiangroupinc.net

* Offer valid thru 8-30-20

07
01

20
20

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

Fresh Flowers  
Silk Arrangements

Blooming & Green Plants
Gifts • Jewelry • Home Decor

408 Lincoln Hwy 
Downtown Rochelle 

815-562-8101

08
05

20
20

BY REBECCA ANZEL
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS/RANZEL@CAPITOLNEWSILLINOIS.COM

SPRINGFIELD — Ten “frustrated” Republican 
senators demanded Gov. JB Pritzker allow state of-
fices tasked with processing unemployment claims 
to reopen in a letter sent exactly five months after 
Illinois’ first stay-at-home order was issued.

The Department of Employment Security was 
widely reported to struggle with the historic influx 
of unemployment filings it received from residents 
who lost their job due to the COVID-19-induced 
economic downturn.

While the unemployment rate dropped from the 
pandemic peak of 16.8 percent in April to 11.3 percent 
in July, the senators argued Illinoisans continue to have 
problems applying for and receiving benefits from 
the department. These issues are “long-standing” and 
“continue unabated,” they wrote in a letter Thursday.

Reopening the Employment Security offices for 
“face-to-face assistance,” as Secretary of State Jesse 
White allowed for motor services buildings, is the 
best solution, the senators added.

“Surely in 6 months, couldn’t we have installed 
plexiglass barriers and outside air ventilation systems 
in the IDES offices by now,” they asked in their letter. 
“Limit the number of people in the offices, socially 
distance, mask, all that, hell, we don’t care, put a tent 
up outside and buy laptops for the staff — but get 
these offices back open. People are hurting.”

Sen. Chapin Rose, from Mahomet, said in a phone 
conversation Friday that an avenue must exist for 
state employees to maintain their safety while still 
opening Employment Security Department doors for 
Illinoisans to receive assistance. He said if White 
could design a way for that to happen, schools can 
resume in-person lessons, and food and banking es-
tablishments are open, there is a way for residents to 
apply for unemployment benefits in person.

This request for department officials and Pritzker 
to rectify systemic delays and inaccuracies in unem-
ployment benefits is not new. Most recently, House Re-
publicans asked for the same outcome after residents 
experienced fraud in a program designed to provide 
economic relief for those members of the economy 
who do not normally qualify for such benefits.

When faced with complaints about the Employment 
Security Department’s trouble in the last six months, 
Pritzker has maintained that officials are doing ev-
erything possible to solve the problem. He has said 
waning state investment in recent years, outdated 
infrastructure at the department and federal mandates 
that call center staff receive certain training before 
being allowed to assist residents have led to some of 
the existing issues.

His administration has increased personnel who can 
assist callers in locating necessary forms and partnered 
with a private firm to create a system for Illinoisans 
to apply for unemployment benefits under the federal 
Pandemic Unemployment Assistance program.

The Republican Senators wrote they supported 
the governor’s actions from March through June to 
manage the spread of COVID-19, but the IDES system 
is “broken and ridiculous.”

“It is now past the middle of August. We are moving 
into our 6th month with a system that is apparently 
incapable of being fixed — and phone calls from new 
hires, who have been poorly trained and are unable to 
respond to basic questions, aren’t helping,” they wrote.

They added they were “unsurprised” when Chicago 
television network WGN reported that “less than one 
half of one percent” of calls from residents to the 
Department of Employment Security were answered. 
The outlet analyzed more than 78 million phone calls 
placed over four months.

“To put it simply, this is not acceptable,” the 
senators wrote in their letter to Pritzker. “Our con-
stituents feel like they are caught in some real-life 
Franz Kafka novel. But this is no joke — this is real 
and painful, and it is seriously damaging the people 
that we both serve.”

A spokesperson for the governor did not return a 
request for comment by time of publication.

Senate GOP 
demands governor 
open IDES offices
‘Face-to-face assistance’ best way to 
address department delays, issues

By REBECCA ANZEL
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS/RANZEL@CAPITOL-
NEWSILLINOIS.COM

SPRINGFIELD — Half of Illi-
nois high school students reported 
using an electronic tobacco product 
last year, a U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention survey 
found, “erasing gains” made by 
health advocates in recent years to 
curb tobacco use.

That trend of increasing e-ciga-
rette, hookah and vape pen use is on 
par with the U.S. at large, which the 
nation’s wellness protection agency 
noted was a factor that prompted the 
surgeon general to proclaim elec-
tronic tobacco use an “epidemic.”

Fighting traditional cigarette, 
cigar and smokeless tobacco use 
“has always been a multi-prong 
approach,” Shana Crews, Illinois 
government relations director for the 
American Cancer Society’s Cancer 
Action Network, said in an inter-
view. State officials and advocates 
passed “strong smoke-free laws” 
and secured increased funding for 
tobacco cessation and education 
programs.

But in Illinois, electronic ciga-
rettes are not included in a statewide 
ban of smoking at virtually all public 
places, taxes on the products are not 
“at parity” with traditional tobacco 
products and legislative proposals 
to ban flavored electronic products 
were not addressed by the General 
Assembly this session.

“We need to make sure that we’re 
treating electronic cigarettes just as 
we are combustible cigarettes,” Sen. 
Julie Morrison, a Democrat from 
Deerfield and long-time anti-tobacco 
advocate, said in a phone interview. 
“We were doing so well on changing 
the culture of smoking and now, 
especially the younger generation 
has gone backward.”

Crews added that funding for ed-
ucation programs “is abysmal.” An 
analysis performed by her organiza-
tion found Illinois’ cancer reduction 
policies compared favorably to other 
states in all but one area — funding 
for its cessation program.

The CDC recommends the state 
spend $136.7 million on related 
initiatives, but Illinois allocates just 
$9.1 million — 6.7 percent of the 
recommended level — according to 
the American Cancer Society report

“Although current use of ciga-
rettes, cigars, and smokeless tobacco 
among U.S. high school students has 
decreased, tobacco product usage 
has evolved, and the increasing 
prevalence of electronic vapor prod-
uct use among youths during recent 
years is concerning,” according to 
the CDC survey. “Implementing 
evidence-based tobacco control 
strategies, combined with (the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration’s) 
regulatory efforts, is important for 
preventing and reducing all forms of 
tobacco product use among youths.”

The federal agency also found 
roughly one in five Illinois high 
school students used electronic 
tobacco products at least one day 
during the 30-day period before re-
sponding to its survey. Nationwide, 
that number was approximately one 
third of high school students.

Results also indicated that half 
of Illinois high school students sur-
veyed did not attempt to quit using 
tobacco products in 2019.

“The fact that half of all high 
schoolers surveyed say they have 
used an electronic tobacco products 
(e-cigarette) and the frequency with 
which current e-cigarette users are 
using these products shows we need 
to do better to keep these products 
out of kids’ hands,” Lissa Lacasse, 
president of the American Cancer 
Society Cancer Action Network, said 
in a written statement. “There is no 
safe level of use of tobacco products, 
and no reason for a child to be using 
an e-cigarette.”

The CDC report was released less 
than two weeks after preliminary 
research conducted at Stanford 
University suggested those who 
sometimes use e-cigarettes are five 
times more likely to be diagnosed 
with the novel coronavirus disease.

“Emerging research has already 
shown that e-cigarette use may 
increase coronavirus infection and 
cause more severe cases of lung dis-
ease — and we are only beginning to 
understand the lasting health impacts 
of this virus,” Dr. Ravi Kalhan, di-
rector of Northwestern University’s 
Asthma and COPD Program, said 
in a written statement. “Just a year 
after we first saw unprecedented 
cases of lung illness related to vap-
ing, and now facing the COVID-19 
pandemic, it is especially concerning 
to see a growing number of teens are 
putting themselves at risk by using 
e-cigarettes.”

Crews said that while she and her 
colleagues are aware of the Stanford 
University study and find the con-
clusions concerning, more analysis 
is needed to establish a “good body 
of research.”

The fact that scientists have 
noticed a preliminary correlation 
indicates that e-cigarette and vape 
usage “is dangerous” and causes 
lung damage, Morrison said.

“I intend to reintroduce some 
legislation to try and tighten the 
law up and get us back on track 
to encourage young people to quit 
smoking,” she added.

In addition to her measure ban-
ning flavored electronic tobacco 
products from Illinois, she is also 
spearheading an initiative that orig-
inated in Attorney General Kwame 
Raoul’s office. Senate Bill 3699 is “a 
really good bill,” Morrison said, that 
specifies advertising regulations for 
e-cigarettes, changes the age to pur-
chase such products to 21 and alters 
how electronic tobacco products are 
taxed, among other aspects.

The legislation never left the Sen-
ate’s gatehouse committee and will 
need to be reintroduced in January.

Survey: Half of Illinois high school 
students report using e-tobacco

Cancer society calls state’s cessation efforts ‘abysmal’

Sen. Julie Morrison, a Democrat 
from Deerfield, speaks during 
a February 2019 news event in 
Springfield about raising the 
minimum age to purchase tobac-
co products in Illinois to 21. The 
legislation passed later in the 
session, and Morrison said this 
week she intends to propose leg-
islation focusing on mitigating 
e-cigarette use among Illinois 
youth. (Capitol News Illinois pho-
to by Peter Hancock)
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LOCAL VIEWS
RNL Editorial

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

Question: 
On Monday night, Rochelle City Council members approved an 

ordinance allowing for non-highway vehicles (golf carts and utility 
vehicles) to be permitted through the city and then drivable on city 

streets, per specific regulations. Do you have such a vehicle that you 
will permit and drive in town? 

VOICE ON THE STREET

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Don Burke  dburke@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                     dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Shirley Reif  sreif@crestfoods.com
Jean Tess  dtess503@comcast.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                             jrvtlv02@msn.com       
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Robert Walsh  bob.walsh@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Brent Tracy  brent.tracy@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board
Mic Brooks mbrooks@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Jamey Sulser  jsulser@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
Kim Whalen  kwhalen@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Deanne Haub  hobnob67@comcast.net
Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mike Misch  mmfam@live.com
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pitman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Don Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
*Jason Fore  jfore@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

GOV. JB Pritzker 
no doubt hired 
a lot of so-
called experts 

and probably expensive 
talent to guide his new $5 
million “It Only Works if 
You Wear It” campaign to 
encourage Illinoisans to 
wear a mask.

But the campaign isn’t 
spending a dime in newspa-
pers.

Instead, it’s using various 
forms of broadcast, bill-
boards and social media to 
spread the word.

The governor hired an 
ad agency to place the 
advertising, a world class 
photographer, development 
talent, an agency to pro-
vide creative direction, and 
another agency that special-
izes in understanding and 
simplifying. Then, there’s a 
firm that provides that data 
insights. And let’s not for-
get the COVID-19 model-
ing team, whatever that is.

But here’s one thing all 
of these media “experts” 
missed that the governor 
and his team do know, and 
it’s been in front of them 
every day — the newspa-
pers of Illinois.

We’ve finally been told 
by the governor’s office 
that the goal is to reach a 
younger demographic and 
that’s why print advertis-
ing in newspapers wasn’t 
part of the mix. Ironically, 
a study conducted by Civis 
that was used to guide the 
campaign showed that with 
the exception of adults 65 
and over there is little dif-
ference in the percentage of 
mask wearing between vari-
ous age groups.

They missed the newspa-
pers that covered his daily 
news conferences to update 
Illinoisans about CO-
VID-19, and more impor-
tantly, they missed the local 
newspapers statewide like 
the Rochelle News-Leader, 
Ogle County Life, Ashton 
Gazette, Amboy News and 
Mendota Reporter that kept 
every community informed 
about the pandemic. These 
hometown newspapers 
provide a fact-based lifeline 
of much needed informa-
tion, which we all know is 
critical in times of crisis, 
and in many cases our local 
newspapers are delivered 
and read every week in our 

local schools by students.
Analytics and metrics 

are great, but how do you 
measure what’s staring you 
in the face every single 
day?  Maybe the analysts 
involved in this campaign 
should find a way to mea-
sure the impact that newspa-
pers have had in communi-
cating critical information to 
the governor’s communities 
across the state. That would 
be a very substantial metric.

Recently, the City of 
Rochelle ran an independent 
survey asking local residents 
where they looked to find 
local city news. Outside of 
the city’s own social media 
page, the Rochelle News-
Leader was the second most 
relied upon source by a wide 
margin over all other local 
media options.

We understand the value 
of broadcast to the gover-
nor’s campaign. Just like 
newspapers, broadcast 
media have been there 
every step of the way to 
get the message out about 
COVID-19 and the state’s 
response. But there were 
no reporters from Facebook 
or any other social media 
platform at any of the gov-
ernor’s news conferences. 
If we missed them, we 
apologize. In fact, it seems 
the only fact-based report-
ing on social media is from 
credible news outlets like 
newspapers and broadcast 
outlets, and it didn’t cost the 
state anything. Yet, Mark 
Zuckerberg profits while 
Illinois newspapers continue 
to struggle with economic 
hardships exacerbated by 
the pandemic. 

So, newspapers have car-
ried the message, but when 
it’s time to get the benefit 
of a paid campaign they 
weren’t included.

This is just the latest of a 
series of snubs of newspa-
pers from state government. 
Others include the secretary 
of state’s recent campaign 
to reopen facilities, and the 
Department of Aging’s ef-
fort to report elder abuse.

The more than 400 news-
papers in Illinois deserve 
much better treatment and 
respect from the governor, 
who has relied heavily on 
print journalists to deliver 
the much-needed fact-based 
information during these 
trying times.

Governor snubs most 
reliable media source

“They have these 
in a town near me 
and they even have 
bui l t  overpasses 
over major roads 
for them and path-
ways. It lessens the 
traffic.”

Stephanie 
Orlikowski

“Yes please.”
Jonathan Sea-

bold

“Yes!”
Jennifer Man-

ning

“Fun times!”
J R Van Hise

“Yes! Have one in 
Creston and it’s the 
best!”

Chelsea Marie

“Yes.”
Tim Albers

“Absolutely! Now 
we just have to get the 
county on board!”

Steve Messer
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

FROM THE HEART  
DAILY CASH WINNERS

Aug. 4 - Joan Woksa, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 5 - Ralfie’s BBQ & Catering, Oregon, $25

Aug. 6 - Dakota Ames, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 7 - Evi O’Rorke, Steward, $25

Aug. 8 - Megan Egyed, Amboy, $25

Aug. 9 - Sheena Hessler, Stoughton, Wisconsin, $50

Aug. 10 - Alex Hutson, Rochelle (CHS), $25

Aug. 11 - John Dreska, Rochelle (CHS), $25

Aug. 12 - Melissa Long, Tomahawk, Wisconsin, $25

Aug. 13 - Hoover and Mary Mercado, Reno, Nev., $25

Aug. 14 - Ken Simandhar, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 15 - Teresa Strum, Dixon, $25

Aug. 16 - Joann Orr, Rochelle, $50

Aug. 17 - Sharon Duncan, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 18 - Steve Kuhn, Sycamore, $25

Aug. 19 - Sherri Drew, Mount Morris, $25

Aug. 20 - Cindy Holt, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 21 - Sam Graber, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 22 - Carolyn Neal, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 23 - Katherine Baie, Hinkley, $50

Aug. 24 - Tricia Hernandez, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 25 - Jeff Perry Chevy, Rochelle, $25

Aug. 26 - Rochelle Area Comm. Foundation, $25

Checks to winners will be mailed out at the end of each 
month

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Aug. 26
Derek & Christy Oleson

Aug. 29
Brad Arnold

Sept. 1
Weston Peterman

Sept. 3
Charles & Kayla 

Peterman
Sept. 4

Micah Coffman
Jeff & Michelle Larsen

Sept. 6
Melissa Villalobos

Greg & Liz Danekas

Sept. 7
Kyleigh-Ann McPherson

Sept. 9
Georgia Rogers

Sept. 11
Melinda Pourchot

Sam Oymaian
Sept. 12

Ianna Smith
Sept. 14

Alivia Law
Sept. 17

David Jones
Jenny Rosenbach

Sept. 18
Amie Eggenburg

Terry & Teresa Dodillet
Sept. 19

Leland & Lucy Hazlip
Madison Wooten

Sept. 22
Krew Sullivan

Sept. 23
John Worley

Chris Doering
Sept. 28

Ashley Bunger
Sept. 29

Josh Walker

Aug. 27 – (Thursday) – Italian beef sandwiches, 
onion rings or fries
Sept. 6 – (Sunday Brunch) – Sausage gravy and 
biscuits, sausage links, pancakes, breakfast 
casserole
*The Kitchen Table is located at 7034 S. Klondike 
Road, Rochelle. The suggested donation is $5 unless 
otherwise stated. A kid’s menu is available each 

serving date and includes peanut butter and jelly, 
corn dog with chips or chicken nuggets. Please note 
that all menus are subject to change. 
Serving is from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday 
and Thursday. Sunday brunch is served from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. The menu is always available on the 
answering machine by calling 815-561-9074 or visit 
www.KitchenTableRochelle.org.

The Kitchen Table menu

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

BIRTHDAY: Special wishes extended
“If you just do a little something or just 
think outside yourself, regular people can 
really make a big difference. We are also so 
appreciative for all of the support from the 
surrounding community. This is a birthday 
that will be unforgettable.”

Katja Starkey

From page 1

Starkey was a schoolteacher for 
17 years, but she also did relief 
work from 1999-2003, traveling 
to 38 countries helping out those 
in need. During her time abroad, 
she formed many close relation-
ships with the individuals she 
helped, causing her to form the 
non-profit organization Touch 
the Nations when she returned to 
help those who have nobody to 
advocate for them.

“Our organization has started 
schools, given scholarships so 
kids can attend a local school 
and started four orphanages,” 
Starkey said. “I didn’t mean 
to start the organization, I just 
could not help it. Our motto is 
a Bible verse and it says, ‘Do 
not withhold good from those 

who deserve it when it is in your 
power to act.’” 

One of the orphanages started 
by Touch the Nations is named 
after Bonnie Edwards, who 
passed away. As a way to honor 
Starkey and wish her and her 
grandmother a happy birthday, 
the children at the orphanage 
video called and sang them the 
Happy Birthday song. 

“Just talking about it chokes 
me up because we are just regular 
people and this is so humbling,” 
Starkey said. “If you just do a 
little something or just think out-
side yourself, regular people can 
really make a big difference. We 
are also so appreciative for all of 
the support from the surrounding 
community. This is a birthday that 
will be unforgettable.” 
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What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Commercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Logging

POIGNANT LOGGING
BUYING  

STANDING TIMBER
• FREE ESTIMATES    • FULLY INSURED

Contact Billy Poignant

309-238-3210

Belvidere Collectible Coins
www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum, 
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

880 Belvidere Road • Belvidere, IL

(815) 547-7111Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9:30am-5:00pm
~ Call For Directions ~

SYCAMORE ANTIQUES
JAMES AND ANN TUCKER,

PROPRIETORS

321 WEST STATE STREET
SYCAMORE, ILLINOIS

OPEN
WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

10:00 AM TO 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM FRIDAY

815-895-4720

MALTA — Kishwaukee 
College Workforce and Com-
munity Education has added 
Contact Tracer to 
their short-term 
t r a i n i n g  p r o -
grams. 

The new pro-
gram will be of-
fered online this 
fall and will begin 
Sept. 13 and end 
on Sept. 26.

 Contact tracers are skilled, 
public health professionals who 
provide information regarding 
isolation/quarantine, testing 
and public health resources. 
They work with individuals 
who have been diagnosed with 
a highly communicable disease 
and individuals who have been 

exposed to highly communica-
ble diseases. 

Contact tracers are trained 
to communicate 
respectfully and 
empathetically. In 
addition, they are 
trained to adhere 
to strict confiden-
tiality and ethical 
standards and to 
use technology to 

collect required information. 
The cost of the program 

is $50. 
For more information, visit 

kish.edu/contacttracer or con-
tact Melissa Gallagher, coor-
dinator of short-term training 
and continuing education, 
at mgallagher1@kish.edu or 
815-825-9466.

Contact Tracer class 
available online through 
Kishwaukee College

OREGON — The Village of 
Progress Foundation will offer 
two scholarships in 2020. As a 
result of COVID-19, the schol-
arship winners will be notified 
by the end of October and their 
pictures will be posted on The 
Village of Progress Facebook 
page. Checks will be made out 
directly to the student.

The first scholarship in the 
amount of $1,000 is made 
possible through a joint effort 
between The Larry Young & 
Friends Charities and The Vil-
lage of Progress Foundation. 
Larry Young & Friends Chari-
ties partner with The Village of 
Progress Foundation every year 
to help make our annual golf 
outing a success. Larry Young 
also serves on the Foundation’s 

Board of Directors.
The second scholarship in 

the amount of $1,000 is made 
possible through the generosity 
of the Cacciatore Family. The 
Cacciatores have been long 
time supporters of the Village 
of Progress. Wanda Cacciatore 
served on the Village of Prog-
ress Board of Directors for 10 
years beginning in 1988. She 
has served on the Foundation’s 
Board for almost 30 years.

The scholarship honors her 
husband, Pete, who was also 
an enthusiastic supporter of the 
Village of Progress. Pete passed 
away in the fall of 2014, leaving 
behind a legacy of commitment 
to the Village and its mission.

To be eligible for either schol-
arship, the student must:

Be a resident of Ogle County;
Be either a high school senior 

who is disabled or is planning on 
attending college and majoring in 
an area related to the disabled, or 
a full-time undergraduate college 
student who is disabled or is 
majoring in an area related to 
the disabled

Applications must be received 
by Oct. 1, be completed on the 
foundation application form, and 
include at least two written refer-
ences. The financial status of the 
applicant is not a consideration. 

Those wishing an application 
are encouraged to call the Village 
of Progress at 815-732-2126 or 
download an application from 
the Village of Progress website 
page  at www.villageofprogress.
org.

Village of Progress announces 
scholarship opportunities
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-
Friday)
Phone: 
815-562-4171
Fax: 
815-562-2161
Email: 
classifieds@rochellenews-
leader.com
Address:
211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
Mail: 
P.O. Box 46
Rochelle, IL 61068

DEADLINES:
Sunday News-Leader: 
Thursday, 2 p.m.
Tuesday Shopping News: 
Friday, 10 a.m.
Wednesday  News-
Leader: Monday, 4 p.m.
(Deadlines subject to change 
during holiday times)

All classified marketplace 
line ads will appear in 
the following 7 print 
publications and on 5 high-
traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • 
Ogle County Life • Rochelle 
Shopping News • Ashton 
Gazette • Amboy News 
• Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts 
at $32.99 for private 
party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads 
and $19.99 for garage 
sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement 
appears incorrectly, notify 
us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than 
one incorrect insertion, and 
will only credit customer for 
one insertion.

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
DEPARTMENT 
OF HOMELAND 

SECURITY
FEDERAL 

EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT 

AGENCY
Proposed Flood Hazard 
Determinations for the 
City of Rochelle, Ogle 
County, Illinois, and 
Case No. 18-05-6017P.  
The Department of 
Homeland Security’s 
Federal Emergency 
Management Agency 
(FEMA) solicits 
technical information 
or comments on 
proposed flood hazard 
determinations for 
the Flood Insurance 
Rate Map (FIRM), 
and where applicable, 
the Flood Insurance 
Study (FIS) report 
for your community.  
These flood hazard 
determinations may 
include the addition or 
modification of Base 
Flood Elevations, 
base flood depths, 
Special Flood Hazard 
Area boundaries or 
zone designations, 
or the regulatory 
floodway.  The FIRM 
and, if applicable, 
the FIS report have 
been revised to reflect 
these flood hazard 
determinations through 
issuance of a Letter of 
Map Revision (LOMR), 
in accordance with Title 
44, Part 65 of the Code 
of Federal Regulations.  
These determinations 
are the basis for the 
floodplain management 
measures that your 
community is required 
to adopt or show 
evidence of having 
in effect to qualify 
or remain qualified 
for participation in 
the National Flood 
Insurance Program.  
For more information 
on the proposed flood 
hazard determinations 
and information on the 
statutory 90-day period 
provided for appeals, 
please visit FEMA’s 
website at www.fema.
gov/plan/prevent/fhm/

Want To Teach Your Kids About 
Responsibility?

The Rochelle News-Leader has two
openings for newspaper carriers.

• Must be 10 years or over
• 2 deliveries per week
• Most routes take less 
than 45 minutes
• No collecting
• A great place to 
teach your child about 
responsibility - and the 
rewards ofearning  
their own spending money
• Adult carriers are 
welcome, too!

08052020

Contact Wanda at the 
Rochelle News-Leader 

office
211 E. Hwy. 38, 

561-2112

ROUTE 24-25
SOUTH MAIN, SOUTH 

1ST, SOUTH 2ND, 
SOUTH 3RD STREETS

ROUTE 28
SOUTHVIEW DR., 
WILLIS AVE., LAKE 

LIDA LN.

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED SCRATCH & DENT
• Refrigerators • Freezers • Washers/Dryers • Stoves

AIR CONDITIONERS
30,000; 28,000; 25,000; 23,000; 20,000; 18,000; 

15,000; 12,000; 10,000; 8,000; 5,000; BTU
DEHUMIDIFIERS $99 & UP

07122020

bfe, or call the FEMA 
Map Information 
eXchange (FMIX) toll 
free at 1-877-FEMA 
MAP (1-877-336-2627).
No. 0827 (AUG. 26)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Public 

Hearing Concerning the 
Intent of

the Board of Education 
of Community 

Consolidated School 
District Number 231, 

Ogle and Lee Counties, 
Illinois

to Sell $1,200,000 
Working Cash Fund 

Bonds
Public Notice is Hereby 
Given that Community 
Consolidated School 
District Number 231, 
Ogle and Lee Counties, 
Illinois (the “District”), 
will hold a public 
hearing on the 8th day 
of September, 2020, 
at 7:00 o’clock P.M.  
The hearing will be 
held in the Rochelle 
Middle School Building, 
111 School Avenue, 
Rochelle, Illinois.  The 
purpose of the hearing 
will be to receive 
public comments on 
the proposal to sell 
bonds in the amount 
of $1,200,000 for the 
purpose of increasing 
the working cash fund 
of the District.
By order of the 
President of the 
Board of Education 
of Community 
Consolidated School 
District Number 231, 
Ogle and Lee Counties, 
Illinois.
Dated the 20th day of 
August, 2020.
Trisha Vaughn
Secretary, Board of 
Education, Community 
Consolidated School 
District Number 231, 
Ogle and Lee Counties, 
Illinois
No. 0822 (Aug. 26)

PUBLIC NOTICE
THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE FIFTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OGLE COUONTY, 

ILLINOIS
IN THE )

MATTER )
OF THE )Case
ESTATE )No.
OF )2020
CYNTHIA )
L. )
OVERSTREET )P48
ROCHELLE )
IL 61068 )

PUBLICATION 
NOTICE 

INDEPENDENT 
ADMINISTRATION

TO: CREDITORS, 
C L A I M A N T S , 
UNKNOWN HEIRS 
AND LEGATEES
1. Notice is hereby 
given of the death of 
Cynthia L. Overstreet 
who died on 07/20/14, 
a resident of Rochelle, 
Illinois.
2. The Representative 
for the estate of: Carolyn 
K. Overstreet, 621 7th 
Street, Rochelle, IL 
61068.
3. The Attorney for the 
Estate is: Patrick M. 
Flaherty, 2114 Deerpath 
Road, Aurora, IL 60506.
4.  Claims against the 
estate may be filed on 
or before February 19, 
2021. Claims against 
the estate may be 
filed with the Clerk of 
the Circuit Court, 540 
S. Randall Rd., St. 
Charles, IL 60174 or 
with the Representative, 
or both.
Any claim not filed within 
that period is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed.
5. On 6-22-202 
an appointing 
representative was 
entered.
6. Within forty-two (42) 
days after the effective 
date of the original 
Order Admitting the 
Will to Probate, you 
may file a petition with 
the Court to require 
proof of the validity of 
the Will by testimony 
or witnesses to the Will 
in open Court, or other 
evidence, as provided 
in Article VI 5/6-21 (755 
ILCS 5/6/21).
7.  Within six (6) months 
after the effective date 
of the original Order 
Admitting the Will to 
Probate, you may file a
petition with the Court 
to contest the validity 
of the Will as provided 
under Article VIII 5/8-1 
of the Probate Act
(755 ILCS 5/8-1).
8. The estate will be 
administrated without 
Court supervision 
unless an interested 
party terminates 
i n d e p e n d e n t 
s u p e r v i s i o n 
administration by filing 
a petition to terminate 
under Article XXVIII 
5/28-4 of the Probate 
Act (755 ILCS 5/28-4).
I n d e p e n d e n t 
Administrator,
Carolyn Overstreet
No. 0820 (Aug. 19, Aug. 
26, Sept. 2)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

N E W S P A P E R 
CARRIERS Wanted. 
(Rochelle) Several 
Routes Open. Call 815-
561-2112 For More 
Information.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

ROCHELLE: 315 N 10th St. Thursday August 
27th, Friday August 28th & Saturday August 
29th, 9am-5pm.
HUGE! Collectibles, Bikes, Rollaway Bed, Cake 
Pans, Household, Patio Table, Games, Books, 
Fish Tank, Driftwood, Christmas & Furniture. 
(08-26-20)

ROCHELLE: 5280 S Harlan Dr. Thursday 
August 27th, Friday August 28th 8am-5pm 
& Saturday August 29th 8am-? Tools, Kid’s 
Clothing, Romance Novels, Lawn/Garden, 
Women’s Clothing, Toys, Shopsmith With 
Accessories. (08-26-20)

ROCHELLE: 11786 E Flagg Rd. Thursday 
August 27th 4pm-7pm, Friday August 28th 
8am-6pm & Saturday August 29th 8am-Noon. 
Couch, Junior Bed, Toys, Dolls, Dishes, 
Glassware, Pictures, Golf Equipment, Bedding, 
Playhouse, Books, Washboard, Sleds, 
Primitives, Mason Jars, Pressure Cooker and 
More. (08-26-20)

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

FRANKLIN GROVE: 
200 Plus Plastic 
Hangers, $20 Call 815-
456-2839. (08-30-20)

FRANKLIN GROVE: 
200 PLUS 5 Inch 
Classic Electric Fence 
Post Insulators, $40 for 
All. Call 815-456-2839.
(08-30-20)

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY. SEE 
RECEPTIONIST AT 
FRONT COUNTER 
Rochelle News-Leader.

315 315 
WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY

WANTED Junk Cars 
and Farm Machinery. 
Call 815-761-2803. (09-
03-20)

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

EVERY MORNING MY 
HUMAN SHAVES OFF  
HIS FACE FUR, HE’S 
FUNNY LIKE THAT.

— TUCK
   adopted 05-04-11
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

1030 South 7th Street

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

H
S

F2
01

6

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

Cappel’s Complete Car Care
1161 S. 7th St., Rochelle, IL
www.cappelscompletecarecare.com

815-561-TIRE (8473)
M-F 8am--5pm • Sat 8am-Noon

BEST PRICE AROUND!
FULL 

SYNTHETIC 
OIL CHANGE

$4599
Up 
to 5 
Quarts

Exp. 6/30/20

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

Highway 38 • Rochelle, IL

Highway 38 
Rochelle, IL

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

Kenny’s  
Place

Sunday 11am-11pm • Monday-Wednesday 10am-1am
Thursday-Saturday 10am-2am

411 Cherry Ave. • Rochelle, IL • 815-562-6568

#GoHubs#purplepride

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S

F2
01

7

• Custom 
Embroidery

• Direct to garment 
printing

•Custom Heat 
Transfer

• 1,000’s of 
products 
available

• Fast Turn Around
•No Minimum 

Order

Rochelle’s #1 Stop for all your Custom Logo Wear Needs.
Downtown Rochelle • 815-561-9500 • 926customembroidery@gmail.com

M-F 10-5, Sat. 9-12

HUB SPOTLIGHT

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

FORMER Rochelle student-athlete 
Hayden Jones has returned to the 
Hub City after one year with the 

TCS Post Grad Academy in McKinney, 
Texas. Jones will be continuing his aca-
demics and athletics at the collegiate level, 
signing with Kishwaukee College to play 
baseball and golf.

Jones spent four years with the Rochelle 
Township High School baseball program 
including two years on the varsity team under 
head coach Jarrod Reynolds. A first base-
man and left-handed pitcher for the Hubs, 
Jones smashed four home runs and totaled 
15 RBIs during his senior season, helping 
Rochelle to a 16-9 record. His efforts also 
contributed to a Northern Illinois Big 12 
West title his junior season, Rochelle first 
conference baseball title since 2006.

“I chose Kishwaukee College because it’s 
close to home and I can have a chance to play 
golf and baseball again,” Jones said. “I’m 
looking forward to the competition because, 

Former Rochelle Township High School student-athlete Hayden Jones will be playing 
baseball and golf for the Kishwaukee College this coming year.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

RTHS grad Jones signs 
with Kishwaukee College

at the college level, you’re not promised a 
spot, and that will motivate me to work hard. 
Being a student-athlete at RTHS allowed me 
to play the sports I love, and TCS gave me 
a great opportunity to improve my skills. 
I’m hoping to show some of what I learned 
while playing in Texas.”

Jones played three years of golf at RTHS 
including two years of varsity golf under 
head coach Glen Mehrings. Jones, who 
recently competed in the 2020 Fairways 
Men’s Championship earlier this month, will 
have the chance to learn under new Kish-
waukee College coach Thomas Brennan, a 
local player and former club champion in 
the Hub City. The 2020-21 season will be 
the first for the Kishwaukee College men’s 
golf program since before 2010. Jones said 
he plans to study business or sports manage-
ment while playing for the Kougar baseball 
and golf teams.

“I never thought I would be able to golf 
collegiately,” Jones said. “Coach Mehrings 
was and still is a great coach. He allowed me 
to have a lot of freedom on the golf course. 
He really taught me how to enjoy the game.”
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P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 
815-562-4171

 www.rochellenews-leader.com

Still a Leader 
in Local News!

The City of Rochelle recently conducted a survey of residents 
asking where they looked for city news, and the top two sources 
listed by those polled were the city’s own Facebook page at 65% 
followed closely by the Rochelle News-Leader at nearly 57%!

No other sources were within 20% of the News-Leader as 
evidenced by the graph the city provided at the left.

There are many media options in today’s world where area 
residents can look for important local news, but when it comes 
to credibility, timeliness and details, a significant majority are still 
relying heavily on the Rochelle News-Leader print and online 
sources!

In response to these poll results during these economic tough 
times, the News-Leader is offering all readers special discounted 
subscription prices during the entire month of August so 
more residents can also stay in the loop like their friends and 
neighbors!

$69*
for 52 weeks!

OR $39*
 

 for 26 weeks!

*Offer expires on 8-31-2020

Enclosed is a check for $________, please start or renew a subscription for:

Name  __________________________________________________________________________

Address  ________________________________________________________________________

City  ____________________________  Zip ________________  Phone  ___________________

Email:  __________________________________________________________________________

Or call 815-562-4171 to take advantage of these great deals over the phone!

08023020
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Making an impressionFreshly painted City of 

Rochelle logos are 
beginning to appear 

around the Hub City. 
See page 7

WEATHER

LOW
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ROCHELLE — The 

Rochelle Chamber of Com-
merce on Friday announced 

Tricia (Wagner) Herrera 

as its new ex-ecutive direc-tor by unani-mous vote by the chamber board. She will assume her new role on Aug. 3.“The board and I are 

thrilled at the choice of 

Tricia (Wagner) Herrera as 

our new executive director,” 

Kari Andrist, represent-
ing Holcomb Bank on the 

Chamber Board of Direc-
tors and board president-

elect said. “Tricia has served 

as a director and president 

of the board for more than 

eight years and knows the 

Rochelle community well. 

Tricia is the right fit for the 

position and will play a vital 

role in the growth of the 

chamber and its continued 

support of our members.”
Herrera was instrumen-

tal in providing timely and 

relevant information and 

resources to members by 

creating a close partnership 

with the City of Rochelle, 

Kishwaukee College and 

Waubonsee Community 

College, among others. 

She currently serves on 

several regional chambers 

of commerce and non-profit 

boards. Herrera is the co-owner 

of Ralfie’s BBQ and Cater-
ing with her husband, Ralf 

Herrera.“I look forward to step-
ping into the role of execu-

tive director and continuing 

the work of the organization 

to support our members and 

the Rochelle Community,” 

Herrera said. “Over the 

years, I have been fortunate 

to work with the organiza-
tion and learn it from the 

inside. I thank the board of 

directors for their support 

and confidence in me as 

we head into some exciting 

times and new partnerships 

that will strengthen local 

business.”The board also acknowl-
edged interim executive 

director Chet Olson for his 

service to the chamber dur-
ing the transition and search 

for a fulltime director.
Beginning Aug. 3, new 

office hours at the cham-
ber office, located at 1221 

Currency Court, will be 

Monday through Friday 

from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For more information 

call 815-562-4189 or visit 

www.therochellechamber.

com.

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 

STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – While CO-

VID-19 may have slowed the down 

the process, the Vince Carney 

Community Theater has decided 

on a new name for its future home 

and is making progress on the 

buildings renovations. 
Construction to turn the former 

Lincoln School, located on South 

Main Street in Rochelle, into the 

future home of the VCCT has been 

underway since last September. 

Until now, the building has been 

known to most in the community 

as the “old” Lincoln School.

It is known by this name be-

cause many people in the com-

munity have memories of going 

to school there when they were 

growing up in Rochelle. With 

that in mind, when renaming the 

building, the VCCT wanted to 

keep the history of the original 

building while making the transi-

tion easier for the community by 

creating a name that is inclusive 

to all types of events.
“There is a lot of sentimental 

attachment to not just the build-

ing itself, but to the memories 

created there,” VCCT President 

Amy Frank said. “So, we decided 

to honor those memories as well 

as make the transition easier by 

keeping Lincoln in the name. We 

also decided on ‘Lincoln Arts 

Center’ because that keeps the 

space open for any type of events 

and not just theater productions.”

The VCCT will be holding a 

meeting to decide on the font of 

the lettering and when it will be 

put up, but the original lettering 

in the word Lincoln will remain 

untouched. The VCCT also plans 

to keep some of the building’s 

interior original such as some of 

the murals. Until COVID-19 happened, 

construction was going smooth 

and was on track to host its first 

show in July of this year. Since 

the quarantine, construction on the 

building has slowed down but has 

continued to move forward. See VCCT page 4

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 

STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – Thanks 

to a gift from Rochelle 

VFW 3878, a local veteran 

will no longer be limited 

to where he can and can-

not go in his home and 

around town.Bill Justice, a Vietnam 

War Veteran and member 

of Rochelle VFW Post 

3878 who also lives in 

town, recently had his leg 

amputated due to health 

conditions linked to Agent 

Orange exposure during 

his time in the war. After 

the operation, the Rochelle 

VFW built Justice a metal 

ramp to get in and out of 

his house since he now 

uses a wheelchair. Until 

now, he had been using 

a push wheelchair and he 

Rochelle VFW Post 3878 

Commander Bill 
Bumgarner, VFW member 

R.K. Hill, Marylou 
Feltner, Vietnam 

Veteran Bill Justice and 

Bill’s brother Jim Justice 

(left to right) standing in 

front of Bill’s house as they 

present him with his 
electric wheelchair.

New directorTricia Herrera to head chamber

Herrera

Keeping history while transitioning into the future
VCCT names building Lincoln Arts Center

“There is a lot of sentimental attachment 

to not just the building itself, but to the 

memories created there. So, we decided 

to honor those memories as well as make 

the transition easier by keeping Lincoln in 

the name.”

Amy Frank

Preventing limitations

was limited to how far and 

where he could go. 
“We are giving Bill a 

Quantum electric wheel 

chair that gives him com-

plete 360-degree motion 

and will allow him to go 

more places without need-

ing help from anybody 

else,” Rochelle VFW 

Commander Bill Bumgar-

ner said. The chair originally 

belonged to the widowed 

wife of a veteran in Oregon 

who donated the wheel-

chair to Oregon VFW Post 

8739 before she passed 

away. The only stipula-

tion when donating the 

chair was that it be given 

to another veteran to use.See VFW page 4

(PHOTO BY ANDREW HEISERMAN)
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Lawsuit filed

Suit alleges State police 

delaying FOID card 

applications. See page 5
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BY ANDREW HEISERMAN

STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – With Election Day ap-

proaching and mail-in ballots increasing in 

popularity this year, the county mailed out 

applications to all registered voters.

Individuals in Ogle County who are 

currently registered to vote have already 

received or will be receiving a mail-in ballot 

application no later than Aug. 1. If a resident 

chooses to vote by mail, all he or she has to 

do is mail back the completed application.

If a mail-in ballot application is not 

received by Aug. 1, it is recommended to 

contact the Ogle County Clerk’s Office to 

make sure the individual is registered to 

vote. The mail-in ballot application can then 

be downloaded from www.oglecounty.org. 

“The applications were just sent out last 

week and we know voters have been receiv-

ing them because we have been getting them 

sent back to our office,” Cook said. 

To receive a mail-in ballot, the Ogle 

County Clerk’s Office must receive the 

application no later than Oct. 29 and the 

ballot itself must be postmarked from the 

post office by Nov. 3. The only way to turn 

in mail-in ballots and applications is by 

mail, as there will be no drop-off location 

in Ogle County this year.

Anybody who is not currently registered 

to vote can do so in person with a deputy 

registrar until Oct. 6. The only require-

ments to register are that the individual be 

18 years or older, a U.S. citizen and bring 

a form of ID and proof of address. 

A deputy registrar can be found at the 

Ogle County Courthouse as well as many 

libraries and city village halls. Individuals 

who have not registered to vote by Oct. 6 

can visit the Ogle County Courthouse after 

Oct. 6 and before Election Day to register 

and vote.

“Those who have not registered by the 

deadline of Oct. 6. can still do so during what 

they call the grace period,” Ogle County 

Clerk Laura Cook said. 

 The county is also in need of election 

judges this year and is asking the community 

for its help. Anybody who is over the age of 

18 can sign up to be a judge and anybody 

between the ages of 16 and 18 can sign up 

to be a student election judge. 

The only requirements are that the indi-

vidual be registered to vote in the county they 

will be judging in. Judges are paid $120 for the 

day and begin work at 5 a.m. and work until 

after 7 p.m. when the election is finished. To 

sign up to be a judge, call the county clerk’s 

office at 815-732-1110.

“Whether it is vote-by-mail, early voting or 

in person, I just hope that people participate 

the way that they want to,” Cook said. 

During Monday night’s City of Rochelle council meeting, the city’s human re-

source director Nancy Bingham (far right) presented Rochelle Area Community 

Foundation Director Kim Montgomery with $16,386. The money was part of 

the city’s employee pledge program for 2020-21. Since it’s inception, city em-

ployees have pledged approximately $30,000 to the community foundation.  

Also pictured is Rochelle City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh.

(PHOTO BY JENNIFER SIMMONS)

ROCHELLE – The City 

of Rochelle’s sealcoat proj-

ect is set for Aug. 3 through 

8, resulting in periodic lane 

closures in several areas. 

Motorists are urged to 

use caution while traveling 

through construction zones 

and pay close attention to 

traffic control devices and 

flaggers. Signage designat-

ing no parking zones will 

be posted.

Areas on the schedule for 

seal coat in 2020 include the 

following: 

Askvig Subdivision in-

cluding Harlan and Wendell 

Drives 
Fairview Drive 

Short Court 

Sunnymeade Drive 

Crest Lane 

Brookside Drive 

10th Avenue between 

Ninth Street and 20th Street 

North 14th Street be-

tween Second and Eighth 

Avenues 
North 11th Street be-

tween Sixth and Eighth 

Avenues 
North Main Street be-

tween Lincoln Avenue and 

Fifth Avenue 

North Second Street be-

tween Cherry Avenue and 

Eighth Avenue 

Creston Road from Caron 

Road to the Interstate 39 

overpass 
South Main Street from 

Veteran’s Parkway to Ste-

amplant Road 

As a result of the 10-

year capital plan to address 

maintenance requirements, 

numerous streets and road-

ways have been identified 

for maintenance. The appli-

cation of a seal coat surface 

treatment is a cost effective 

way to maintain and preserve 

the life of these streets. 

Employee contributions

Seal coat project to 

begin next week

Cook explains mail-in ballots

“The applications were just sent out last 

week and we know voters have been 

receiving them because we have been 

getting them sent back to our office.”
Laura Cook

SAMPLE

Tom Hill was drawn as the winner of 

the 2020 Rochelle News-Leader 

Summer Subscription Getaway Drive. 

Along with taking advantage of a 

special subscription rate to the News-

Leader, Hill entered for a chance to win 

a $1,000 Eagle Ridge getaway. Hill is 

pictured with News-Leader managing 

editor Jennifer Simmons (left) and his 

wife, Nancy, Tuesday morning.

Trip giveaway winner

(PHOTO BY ANDREW HEISERMAN)

SPORTS
RTHS Girls Tennis

Harlem edges Lady Hubs in season opener
Guevara wins at No. 2 singles; Lundquist, Hasz take No. 3 doubles match

Junior Josie Lundquist goes to her backhand during her doubles match with the 
Harlem Huskies on Monday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Senior Anna Guevara prepares to serve. Guevara won 
her singles match 6-1, 6-3 on Monday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

M A C H E S N E Y 
PARK  — Monday’s 
season-opening tennis 
match between the Ro-
chelle Lady Hubs and 
the Harlem Huskies went 
down to the final doubles 
pairing, with both teams 
vying for the deciding 
point and a victory to start 
the 2020 campaign on a 
high note.

After the courts cleared, 
attention turned to the 
No. 2 doubles matchup, 
where Rochelle senior 
Sawyer McGee and junior 
Megan Thompson took 
Harlem’s Haley Massari 
and Brooke Decho to a 
third-set tiebreaker. The 
pairs went back and forth 
throughout the set, but the 
Huskies managed to pull 
out the win, taking three of 
the last four points down 
the stretch to net Harlem 
a 3-2 win over Rochelle. 
Decho and Massari took 
the match 7-5, 6-7, 10-7.

“When Sawyer and 
Megan started commu-
nicating with each other 
more, I saw a lot of 
improvements in their 
play,” head coach Lizzie 
Cartwright said. “As 
long as they continue to 
improve their chemistry, 

I think they’ll be in good 
shape… I’m really happy 
for our girls. They were 
really excited to be out 
there playing and giving 
their best effort. I thought 
the girls competed really 
well and I’m content with 
how they played today.” 

Rochelle (0-1) took the 
first point of the match 
Monday evening, with ju-
niors Josie Lundquist and 
first-year varsity player 
Sylvia Hasz defeating 
Harlem’s Lexi Riley and 

Lily Bennett in straight 
sets (6-3, 6-2) at the No. 
3 doubles court. The Hus-
kies evened the match 1-1 
after Oriana Gjini took the 
No. 1 singles match 6-0, 
6-2 over Lady Hub junior 
Emma Hicks.

Senior Anna Guevara 
stepped up for Rochelle 
at No. 2 singles, winning 
6-1, 6-3 against Harlem’s 
Madison Rush to put the 
Lady Hubs ahead 2-1. 
Needing another point to 
keep their team alive in 

the match, Huskie play-
ers Delaney Johnson and 
Taylor Goodwin took 
down Rochelle juniors 
Jordin Dickey and MeLi-
sa Young 7-5, 6-3 at the 
No. 1 doubles court. 

“Anna did a great job 
of not letting up, even 
though the heat was get-
ting to her and some of 
our other players,” Cart-
wright said. “We talked 
during the match about 
pushing through and 
that’s exactly what she 

did. I thought Josie and 
Sylvia worked together 
well. I enjoyed watching 
them hit their volleys be-
cause they show no mercy 
when hitting them.”

Monday’s match was 

the first of three for the 
Lady Hubs this week. Ro-
chelle will host Rockford 
Lutheran on Tuesday be-
fore taking on Belvidere 
at home Thursday at 4:30 
p.m.
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SPORTS KISHWAUKEE BOUND 
 
RTHS grad Hayden Jones recently signed 
with Kishwaukee College athletics. 
 
See page 10 for more details
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Hospitality & Culinary
Feed your
passion for
cooking – start
your career
in Culinary Arts
at Kish!   

C A R E E R  &  T E C H N I C A L  E D U C A T I O N

Feed your passion at Kish. Visit www.kish.edu/culinary

• Small class sizes and fully-stocked
 kitchen workstations
• Create delicious dishes – baking
 and cooking – plus learn proper food
 handling, kitchen and equipment
 safety, knife skills and more
• Earn ServSafe Manager Certification 

90 Days Same as Cash                                 Mon-Fri 9am-5:00 • Sat 9am-4pm • Sun Closed

429-433 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, Illinois

815-562-8765
hubcityfurniture.com

HUB CITY FURNITURE

05
23

20
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RECLINERS
RECLINING SOFAS

RECLINING LOVESEATS
RECLINING SECTIONALS

ALL SALE 
PRICED!

RTHS Golf

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Rochelle takes sixth place at DeKalb’s Mark Rolfing Cup

The Rochelle Township High School golf team competed in DeKalb High School’s 
Mark Rolfing Cup at Kishwaukee Country Club on Monday, finishing sixth 
overall in the tournament with 379. Seniors Reese Kirk and Megan Thiravong 
led the way for the Hubs, with Kirk carding 87 and Thiravong landing one stroke 

behind at 88. Sophomore Griffin Ohlinger (95) was the No. 3 player for Rochelle, 
with junior Brett Ferguson (109) and sophomore Damen Harrington (118) 
rounding out the Hub varsity lineup. Above from left to right are Harrington, 
Ohlinger, Thiravong, Kirk and Ferguson.

Lady Hubs net two points in home opener against Rockford Lutheran

Taking the court

Junior Megan Thompson hits a forehand shot during her singles match against 
Rockford Lutheran on Tuesday. Thompson won the match 6-2, 6-0.

Senior Melanie Gonzalez readies a serve during the 
No. 3 doubles match Tuesday evening.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — If 
their first two meets of the 
2020 season are any indica-
tion, the Lady Hub netters 
will be very competitive. 
After a tight match against 
Harlem on Monday, the 
first meet of a back-to-back, 
Rochelle battled Rockford 
Lutheran for nearly three 
hours Tuesday.

Both teams split the first 
four varsity points, with 
the match coming down 
to the No. 1 singles duel 
between Rochelle senior 
Anna Guevara and Rock-
ford Lutheran’s Melanie 
Horn. Despite a tough 
first set, Guevara fought 
back and nearly claimed 
the second set, tying the 
set 5-5 before Horn took 
the last two games to win 
the match 6-2, 7-5 and give 
the Crusaders a 3-2 win. 
The Lady Hubs (0-2) will 
host the Belvidere Bucs 
for a nonconference match 
Thursday at 4:30 p.m.

“I’m very proud of the 
hard work our girls have 
been putting in,” head 
coach Lizzie Cartwright 
said. “They’re playing 
great tennis and I hope they 
can achieve more results 
during the season.”

The Lady Hubs struck 
first when junior Megan 
Thompson earned her first 
varsity win with the Ro-
chelle program, defeating 
Rockford Lutheran’s Cam-
ryn Berrios 6-2, 6-0 at No. 
2 singles. Rochelle took a 
2-0 lead over the Crusaders 
after junior Josie Lundquist 

and senior Melanie Gonza-
lez teamed up to top Ava 
Fischer and Jourdan Brewer 
6-2, 6-3 at No. 3 doubles.

“Megan does a great job 
of hustling after the ball 
and going after everything, 
which is really important in 
singles,” Cartwright said. 
“She’s been quick on the 

court… Melanie communi-
cates really well and keeps 
both her and her partner’s 
spirits up, which I think 
helped today.”

Rockford Lutheran put 
itself on the board with 
Adalia Young and Olivia 
Stram’s 6-2, 6-4 win over 
Rochelle juniors MeLisa 

Young and Jordin Dickey 
at No. 1 doubles. The Cru-
saders then tied the match 
2-2 when Abigail Lauer 
and Katelyn de Guzman 

closed out a 6-3, 6-2 vic-
tory against Lady Hub 
senior Sawyer McGee and 
junior Emma Hicks at No. 
2 doubles.


